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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


“Jesus  said  to  his  disciples, 

‘None  of  you  ask  me,  where  are  you  going?’  ”  John  16:5, 

This  may  be  the  saddest  word  that  Jesus  ever  spoke:  “None  of  you  ask  me, 
where  are  you  going?  Lord,  what  are  your  plans?  What  are  you  up  to?”  And 
these  were  his  friends,  his  chosen  disciples.  They  had  asked  all  sorts  of  other 
questions,  but  none  hurt  him  like  the  question  they  didn’t  ask. 

I’m  sure  this  question  confronts  those  of  us  in  the  church  today.  Where  is  the 
church  supposed  to  be  going?  In  what  direction  is  our  Lord  challenging  us  to 
go? 

For  one  thing,  it  seems  to  me  that  Christ  is  calling  upon  the  church  to  persist 
in  raising  the  question  that  nobody  else  is  asking  —  what  is  it  for?  What  human 
needs  will  it  serve?  What  human  enrichment  will  it  bring?  That  is,  to  persist  in 
putting  genuine  human  need  before  the  mighty  hunger  for  some  new  mechani¬ 
cal  device;  to  deny  with  all  the  force  at  our  disposal  the  modern  heresy. 
Because  we  can,  we  must;  because  we  may,  we  should. 

Second,  in  a  day  when  violence  is  endemic  and  sensitivity  grows  callous,  we 
need  to  reassert  the  supremacy  of  the  personal,  the  sanctity  of  the  individual. 

The  loss  of  “reverence  for  life”  is  not  unrelated  to  our  society’s  loss  of 
worship,  the  “practice”  of  worship. 

Only  as  we  gather  around  the  word  of  God,  with  its  Christly  insistence  on  our 
brothers  and  sisters,  only  as  we  pause  in  worship  can  we  return  to  leaven  life 
with  grace. 


License  to  Preach  Schools  to  Start 


The  1988  License  to  Preach  Schools 
will  begin  on  Saturday,  January  9  at  9 
a.m.  The  Schools  will  continue  for  a 
number  of  weeks  from  that  date. 

In  Ruston,  the  School  will  be  held  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  with 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews  serving  as  coordina¬ 


tor.  In  Baton  Rouge,  the  School  will  be  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  with  Rev.  Dale  Hen- 
sarling  serving  as  coordinator. 

Those  completing  candidacy  and  in¬ 
tending  to  attend  the  Schools,  may  ac¬ 
quire  the  required  registration  forms 
from  their  District  Superintendents. 


Board  of  Church  and  Society  to 
Sponsor  Ethnic  Program  in  D.C. 


The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  is  sponsoring  another  Ethnic  Mi¬ 
nority  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Internship 
Program  in  Washington,  D.C.,  June  6 
through  July  30, 1988. 

A  Selection  Committee  of  the  General 
Board  will  select  16  persons  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  this  1988  Summer  Internship. 

This  program  will  bring  together,  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  United  Methodist  eth¬ 
nic  minority  youth  and  young  adults, 
preferably  college  students,  for  summer 
internship.  Participants  will  work  in  U.S. 
congressional  offices/committees  and 
other  governmental  agencies,  in  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  other 
non-governmental  social  action  organi¬ 
zations  in  Washington,  D.C.  The  partici¬ 
pants  will  make  a  commitment  to  return 
to  their  respective  local  churches  and 


Annual  Conferences  and  become  leaders 
and  enablers  in  the  strengthening  of  the 
outreach  ministry  of  ethnic  minority  lo¬ 
cal  churches,  especially  in  their  Chris¬ 
tian  witness  on  social,  economic  and 
public  policy  issues. 

The  Internship  is  geared  toward  help¬ 
ing  to  develop  and  enhance  leadership 
among  ethnic  minority  youth  and  young 
adults  in  the  area  of  outreach  ministry 
through  a  learning  experience  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C. 

For  further  information  and  an  appli¬ 
cation,  please  contact  Rev.  Tim  Lawson 
at  4734  Knight  Dr.,  New  Orleans,  LA. 
70127  or  call  (504)  242-4090;  or  contact 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan  at  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802  or  call 
(504) 346-1646. 


Tax  Planning  Seminar 

Want  To  Be  In  Control  of  Your  Financial  Future? 

National  Money  Management 

United  Methodist 
Clergy 

Tax  &  Financial  Planning 

Seminars 
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New  Director  Named  — 


CrossLines  Ministry  Begins  in  Conference 


In  the  fall  of  1985,  discussion  began 
among  Louisiana  United  Methodists  con¬ 
cerning  an  appropriate  response  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Louisiana  to 
the  drastic  degree  of  poverty  crippling 
children  and  families  in  this  state. 

In  1986,  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  empaneled  a  "Blue  Ribbon” 
team  of  experienced  clergy  and  lay  per¬ 
sons  to  formulate  a  proposal  for  an  ac¬ 
tion  plan  to  be  presented  to  the  1987 
Annual  Conference  session. 

This  team  was  composed  of  those  who 
had  worked  with  various  expressions  of 
the  ministry  of  the  church,  to  those  in 
poverty  and  on  the  margins  of  our  soci¬ 
ety.  The  composition  was  broadly  based 
with  representation  from  the  clergy,  la¬ 
ity,  male,  female,  black  and  white  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church. 

After  several  planning  sessions,  the 
design  team  presented  a  proposal  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  meeting 
in  regular  session  at  Shreveport  in  June 
of  1987.  Following  a  productive  and  in¬ 


formative  explanation  and  debate,  the 
proposal  was  strongly  supported  by  vote 
of  the  delegates  to  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  session.  This  Board  is  now  a  duly 
authorized  and  empowered  entity  of  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  October  of  1987,  following  an  exten¬ 
sive  and  nationwide  search,  the  board  se¬ 
lected  Rev.  Janice  Kreitner  Cain  to 
serve  as  director  for  the  project.  Rev. 
Cain  served  for  11  years  as  Executive 
Director  of  the  Southside  Area  Ministries 
of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  a  project  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Rev.  Cain  is  scheduled 
to  begin  her  work  on  January  4,  1988  at 
her  new  office  located  at  Istrouma 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

In  addition  to  working  with  the 
Southside  Area  Ministries  project  in  Ft. 
Worth,  Rev.  Cain  organized  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  cluster  of  churches,  social  agencies 
and  community  organizations.  Rev.  Cain 
received  a  bachelor’s  in  Music  from 


North  Texas  State  University  in  1970. 
This  degree  included  a  special  area  of 
study  in  inner-city  multi-cultural  educa¬ 
tion.  In  1979,  she  received  a  Master  of  Di¬ 
vinity  from  the  Brite  Divinity  School, 
Texas  Christian  University  and  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  Doctor  of  Ministry  from  Brite 
in  1985.  Her  doctoral  project  was  on  the 
topic  “The  Church's  Responsibility  to  the 
Poor  in  Inner-City  Areas.”  Rev.  Cain  re¬ 
ceived  her  Elder's  orders  in  the  Central 
Texas  Conference  in  1980. 

The  project  she  will  be  starting  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  for  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  be  called  CrossLines,  Ministry.  The 
purpose  of  CrossLines  is  to  enable  fam¬ 
ilies  with  children  to  move  out  of  pover¬ 
ty  and  dependency  on  welfare  and  to 
become  increasingly  self-reliant  and  to 
research  and  develop  methods  for  effec¬ 
tively  achieving  that  end. 

During  January  and  early  February 
1988,  Rev.  Cain,  together  with  board 
members,  will  hold  meetings  with  pas¬ 
tors  and  other  leaders  in  each  district  of 
the  Conference.  Following  this,  the 


Board  of  Directors  will  set  specific  tar¬ 
get  areas  and  work  to  be  done  in  each. 


NEW  DIRECTOR  -  Rev.  Janice  Cain 
has  been  named  as  the  director  of  the 
CrossLines  Ministry  Program  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference. 


January  Conference  Calendar 


BIG  PURCHASE  —  Pictured  are  1.  to  r.,  Dr.  Gerald  Richardson,  Chairperson  of 
the  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions,  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent;  Rev.  Don  McDowell,  Vice-Chairperson  of  the  Shreveport  Board  of  District 
Missions  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Conference  Committee  on  Church  Extension. 
They  are  standing  on  the  15  acres  located  on  Airline  Drive  in  Bossier  City,  which 
was  recently  purchased  by  the  Shreveport  District  Board  of  Missions  and  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  will  be  the  site  of  a  new  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  future. 


VINE  ACCOMPLISHMENTS  —  Pictured  are  Mrs.  Pat  Laing,  Chairwoman  of 
Council  on  Ministries  and  Mrs.  Onnie  Sherrer,  Chairwoman  of  the  Administrative 
Board  of  Aldersgate  UMC  in  Slidell.  The  grapevine  was  used  at  a  recent  Charge 
Conference  to  show  the  accomplishments  for  1987  and  the  goals  for  1988.  Dr.  Stone 
Caraway  presided  at  the  Conference. 


AWARD  WINNERS  —  First  UMC  of  Denham  Springs  observed  Laity  Sunday  by 
honoring  two  church  members.  Recipients  of  the  Laity  Award  for  Outstanding  Ser¬ 
vice  to  their  church  were  Austin  Lockhr.rt,  left  and  Jackie  Strickland,  center.  Also 
pictured  is  Rev.  Steven  Spurlock,  right. 


4  Conference  Books  Close 

4-7  The  1988  Congress  on  Evangelism,  Downtown  Marriott,  Chicago,  Illinois 

5  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  New  Orleans-Houma,  7:00  p.m. 

6  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  New  Orleans-Slidell,  7:00  p.m. 

7  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond.  7:00  p.m. 

8  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette.  7:00  p.m. 

9  License  to  Preach  Schools  begins,  9  a.m.  Trinity,  Ruston ,  Broadmoor,  Baton 
Rouge 

10  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Lake  Charles,  2:30  p.m. 

11  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Alexandria.  7:00  p.m. 

11-12  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District  Audit,  Headquarters  Building 
11-15  District  Audit  Week 

12  New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Audit,  District  Office 

13  New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Audit,  North  Shot;e 

13.- 1.4  Baton  Rougeiafayette  District  Audit.  Headquarters  Building 

15  Deadline  for  District  Committee  Recommendations  for  Probationary  Mem¬ 
bership 

15- 16  CCYM  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

16  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10.00  a.m.- 
2:00  p.m. 

16- 19  National  Conference  Councils  Directors  Meeting,  San  Antonio,  TX 

21  CrossLines  Ministry  Meeting,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  6:00  p.m. 

21  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building 

21-23  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

22  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

23  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

24  United  Methodist  Women  Sunday 

24  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Shreveport,  3:00  p.m. 

25  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Ruston,  6:30  p.m. 

26  Visitation  Evangelism  Training,  Monroe,  7:00  p.m. 

26-27  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Assembly,  Baton  Rouge 

27  Clergy  Tax  Estate  Planning  Seminar,  Baton  Rouge 
28-30  Revitalization  with  Ken  Callahan,  Lake  Charles  District 
28-30  Louisiana  Conference  Ashram,  Holiday  Inn,  Ruston 

30  UMW  1988  Annual  Meeting  Task  Group  Meets 

30  Brethren  House  Learning  Fair,  Sponsored  by  New  Orleans-Slidell  District 
Education  Committee 

30  Conference-wide  Older  Adult  Seminar,  Alexandria.  10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


On  Sunday,  December  13th,  Asbury 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchi¬ 
toches  held  a  Dedication  Service  for  its 
newly  constructed  parking  lot.  Distin¬ 
guished  guests  on  the  program  included 
Mayor  Joe  Sampiti,  Sheriff  Norm 
Fletcher,  Police  Jurors  L.  Paige  and 
J.W.  Scarbrough  and  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  Rev.  George  A.  Duerson.  The  pastor 
at  Asbury  is  Rev.  Louis  Augustine  III. 


St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  held  their  annual  churchwide 
Christmas  caroling  on  December  20. 
Members  of  all  ages  participated  in  the 
event,  in  which  they  visited  two  nursing 
homes  and  several  shut-in’s  homes.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Donald  McDowell. 


The  Youth  at  St.  Luke-Simpson  in 
Lake  Charles  held  a  lock-in  at  the  church 
on  New  Year  s  Eve  for  all  Junior  and  Se¬ 
nior  High  Youth.  St.  Luke-Simpson  also 
held  an  afternoon  of  Christmas  shopping 
for  children  of  single  parents.  Both 
events  were  successful  as  well  as  a  lot  of 
fun.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar. 


At  the  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Winnsboro,  “Love  Came  Down  at 
Christmas"  was  presented  by  the  Kid’s 
Choir.  At  the  end  of  the  program,  each 
family  had  the  opportunity  to  share  their 
love  with  an  offering  to  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home.  The  minister  at  First 
UMC  is  Rev.  Tom  Crosby. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles  presented  a  “Festival  of 
Lessons  and  Carols"  by  their  combined 


choirs  on  December  20.  The  event  fea¬ 
tured  seasonal  music  and  scripture 
based  on  the  famed  King's  College  tradi¬ 
tional  Christmas  Service.  They  also  held 
a  Christmas  Eve  Candlelight  Service, 
which  included  music  by  the  Kuttner 
Trio,  playing  the  flute,  bassoon  and  key¬ 
board  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon 
Jr. 


Springhill  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Youth  Fellowship  has  been  very  busy 
during  the  holidays.  The  Sr.  Highs  are 
completing  plans  for  the  Methodist 
Men’s  Banquet,  which  they  will  cater.  Jr. 
Highs  played  a  game  of  Bible  Trivia  dur¬ 
ing  the  evening  of  festivities.  The  UMYF 
also  went  caroling  to  the  homes  of  sever¬ 
al  of  their  church  members.  The  Senior 
High  UMYF  participated  in  a  live  nativ¬ 
ity  scene  in  front  of  the  church  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve.  Rev.  Charles  Humphreys  is  the 
pastor. 


Children  in  grades  one  through  six  at 
the  Palestine  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pineville  dressed  festively  and  rode  on 
a  float  in  the  Ball  Christmas  Parade. 
Each  child  threw  candy  to  those  along 
the  route.  Rev  Steven  Bearden  is  the 
pastor. 


The  Centenary  College  Choir  will  be  in 
Franklinton  on  Thursday.  January  7,  and 
will  sing  in  the  Junior  High  School  Audi¬ 
torium  at  7  p.m.  Tickets  are  on  sale  at 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  for 
$2  for  adults  and  $1  for  children  ages  6- 
12.  The  pastor  at  Centenary  UMC  is  Rev. 
Willis  Dear 
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Doing  well,  could  do  better,  dealing  with  death,  dying 


'How  well  do  we  as  congregations  and 
individual  Christians  deal  with  situations 
involving  death  and  dying?" 

Via  a  three-part  "Question  Box"  survey, 
the  Reporter  recently  invited  readers  to  re¬ 
spond  to  that  question  (see  UMR,  Nov.  20). 

Overall,  their  responses  suggest  the 
answer  is:  "Fairly  well— but  not  always 
as  well  as  we  could  or  should"  (see  "The 
Box  Score”  elsewhere  on  this  page). 

That  finding  wasn't  surprising.  It  was 
consistent  with  the  emphasis  of  a  UM-spon- 
sored  National  Consultation  on  Death  and 
Dying  that  gave  impetus  to  our  survey. 

Observations  made  at  the  consultation 
suggested  that  we  as  Christians  need  to 
look  more  closely  than  we  typically  do  at 
how  we  respond  to  death  and  dying. 

The  Rev.  H.  Wilson  Yates,  keynote 
speaker  for  the  event,  recommended  that 
congregations  conduct  an  “audit"  of  how 
they  respond  to  death  and  dying  situations. 

“If  we  could  encourage  churches  to  do 
much  more  of  this  kind  of  grappling  with 
death,  we  would  discover  that  living 
would  be  much  richer,"  Dr.  Yates  said. 

The  "Question  Box"  provided  Report¬ 
er  readers  an  opportunity  to  do  such 
"grappling"  and  to  share  their  views 
with  others. 

Intensity  of  concern  reflected 

In  all,  186  readers  responded.  That  rel¬ 
atively  modest  total,  however,  does  not 
reflect  the  intensity  of  concern  about  the 
topic  expressed  by  a  large  portion  of 
those  who  did  respond. 

For  example,  most  respondents  supple¬ 
mented  their  answers  with  extensive  writ¬ 
ten  comments.  Several  offered  one  or  more 
pages  of  detailed  reflections.  Almost  all  of 
those  reflections  were  rooted  in  in-depth 
personal  experiences  with  death  or  dying. 

Many  expressed  gratitude  for  the  survey 
and  for  the  interest  it  shows  in  a  topic 
viewed  as  often  ignored  by  the  church. 

Typical  was  a  Potomac,  Md.,  layman: 

"Thanks  for  asking  for  my  thoughts,” 
he  said.  He  added  that,  after  his  wife 
died,  no  one  from  the  church  had  visited 
him  and  that  he  welcomed  an  outlet  for 
sharing  his  grief. 

And  a  laywoman  from  LaFayette,  Ky., 
who,  after  34  years  as  a  teacher,  started  a 
second  career  as  a  "grief  educator”  fol¬ 
lowing  the  death  of  her  husband  and  only 
child,  said,  "Thank  you  for  your  excellent 
editorial.  I  hope  it  will  be  very  fruitful." 

What  “fruit”  did  the  survey  bear? 
Most  of  it  was  sweet— but  not  all.  Some 
was  bitter,  particularly  for  people 
whose  experiences  left  a  bad  feeling  re¬ 
garding  the  church's  response  during 
their  time  of  need. 

On  the  positive  side,  the  survey's  find- 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Crisfield,  Md. 

i  i-.  .  , 

The  ‘Reporter  welcomes  as  new  read¬ 
ers  about  300  member-families  of  the 
Immanuel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Crisfield,  Md.  (Peninsula  Conference). 

To  our  new  readers  in  Crisfield  we  say, 
"Welcome."  We  hope  you  will  find  your 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


tngs  give  an  encouraging  picture  of  how 
numerous  congregations  and  individuals 
deal  with  death  and  dying  situations. 

78  percent  affirm  ministry 

Seventy-eight  percent  of  the  respondents 
rated  as  "outstanding"  or  "good"  their  con¬ 
gregation’s  ministry  to  individuals  and 
families  dealing  with  a  death  experience. 

"Ours  is  a  very  supportive  congrega¬ 
tion,"  was  a  widely  shared  assessment. 

A  laywoman  from  Collierville,  Tenn., 
described  her  congregation’s  ministry  as 
"outstanding  and  unique." 

She  said  that  after  her  mother  died 
last  year,  members  responded  with  an 
outpouring  of  concern  via  pastoral  visits, 
gifts  of  food  and  disposable  eating  uten¬ 
sils  (‘  one  of  the  most  helpful  and 
thoughtful  offerings"),  trips  to  meet  peo¬ 
ple  at  the  airport,  cutting  the  grass,  etc. 

"But  most  of  all,  each  person  who 
came  came  out  of  love— and  hugged  us 
and  cried  with  us  and  shared  our  loss.” 

A  laywoman  from  St.  Louis  was  partic¬ 
ularly  complimentary  of  her  pastor. 

"Our  pastor’s  funeral  services  are  al¬ 
ways  beautiful  because  she  does  a  com¬ 
plete  background  study  to  include  warm 
personal  events  about  the  deceased,”  she 
stated. 

Not  all  responses  were  so  affirming. 
Nearly  one-fourth  of  the  respondents  stated 
some  dissatisfaction  with  the  ministry  of 
either  their  congregation,  their  pastor  or 
both  during  death  and  dying  situations. 
Some  22  percent  rated  that  ministry  as 
"fair"  or  “poor.” 

Such  unfavorable  ratings  suggest  the 
church's  ministry  in  death  and  dying  sit¬ 
uations  sometimes  leaves  much  to  be 
desired— perhaps  more  often  than  we 
might  assume. 

As  a  result,  many  people  suffer  silent¬ 
ly  from  unresolved  grief  and  unex¬ 
pressed  anger  at  their  church  or  pastor 
because  of  perceived  inadequate  minis¬ 
try  during  times  of  death  and  dying. 

Aspects  of  problem  highlighted 

A  layman  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  high¬ 
lighted  one  aspect  of  the  problem,  that  of 
long-term  care.  He  said  that  “the  long, 
drawn-out  death  process  receives  the  poor¬ 
est  ministry— when  help  is  needed  most." 

A  layman  from  Houston  wrote  several 
pages  describing  his  distress  at  the  over¬ 
all  lack  of  adequate  “formal”  ministry 
to  him  and  his  family  after  he  learned 
that  he  has  what  is  commonly  known  as 
"Lou  Gehrig's  Disease.” 

He  expressed  gratitude  that  the  church 
provided  "some  support.”  But,  he  said: 

“My  experience  indicates  that  if  my 
wife  had  not  been  active  in  UMW  (United 
Methodist  Women]  and  if  we  had  not 
been  active  for  several  years  in  one 
church  school  class,  we  would  have  got¬ 
ten  little  support  from  our  church.  ...  It 
is  apparent  that  the  formal^  organiza¬ 
tions  and  the  ministers  may  be  inade¬ 
quately  prepared  to  help  a  person  who  is 
dying." 

A  Pittsburgh  laywoman  echoed  a  simi¬ 
lar  concern  about  the  church’s  "official” 
response  to  death  and  dying,  particularly 
that  of  ministers. 

While  noting  that  laypeople  in  her  church 
were  "good"  at  reaching  out,  she  said: 

"It  has  been  my  experience  that  minis¬ 
ters  handle  grief  and  dying  by  withdraw- 


The  Box  Score 

Here  are  the  results  of  a  recent  poll  of  Reporter  readers  regarding  our  responses 
as  congregations  and  individuals  to  situations  involving  death  and  dying.  In  all, 
186  readers  responded,  many  with  additional  comments  (see  related  article  else¬ 
where  on  this  page). 

1.  How  adequate  is  your  congregation’s  ministry  (by  both  pastor  AND  laypeo¬ 
ple)  to  individuals  and  families  dealing  with  a  death  experience? 

a.  Outstanding  (46  percent) 

b.  Good  (32  percent) 

c.  Fair  (10  percent) 

d.  Poor  (12  percent) 

2.  How  often  have  you  personally  offered  a  tangible  form  of  support  (such  as 
prayer,  presence  or  service)  to  someone  dealing  with  a  death  experience? 

a.  Many  times  (68  percent) 

b.  A  few  times  (31  percent) 

c.  Never  (1  percent) 

3.  Which  of  the  following  forms  of  ministry  to  individuals  or  families  dealing 
with  a  death  experience  does  your  congregation  typically  provide?  (NOTE:  Multi¬ 
ple  responses  were  permitted.) 

a.  Regular  visits  by  the  pastor  and  laypeople  (72  percent) 

b.  Intercessory  prayer  (during  worship,  etc.)  (73  percent) 

c.  Practical  services,  such  as  food  preparation,  etc.  (77  percent) 

d.  Other  (10  percent) 

Who  were  the  respondents? 

Laymen  (17  percent)  Laywomen  (75  percent)  Ordained  ministers  (8  percent) 
What  were  the  respondents  ages? 

Under  18  18-35  36-50  s  51-65  Over  65 

0  percent  4  percent  18  percent  45  percent  33  percent 


My  Witness 

Dream  of  counseling  center 
needs  affirmation  to  succeed 


ing  and  avoidance,  probably  because  •  Series,  church  members  are  learning  how 


they  don’t  know  what  to  do  or  say.” 

A  minister  from  Spencerport,  N.Y.,  was 
similarly  critical  of  pastors  in  general. 

“Theological  rhetoric,  patronizing  words 
of  comfort  that  deny  the  present  pain  and 
generic  homilies  are  all  complaints  I  have 
heard  from  families  about  the  pastoral 
care  they  have  received,”  he  said. 

He  added: 

“There  is  a  great  need  for  clergy  and 
laypeople  alike  to  be  educated,  informed 
and  responsive  to  families  dealing  with 
the  death  of  a  loved  one,  to  individuals 
who  are  dealing  with  the  prospect  of 
their  own  death.  The  norm  at  present 
alienates  those  who  grieve  and  isolates 
those  who  know  they  are  about  to  die.” 

In  light  of  such  counsel,  we  were 
greatly  encouraged  that  numerous  re¬ 
spondents  indicated  such  efforts  were 
underway  in  their  congregations. 

Via  “grief  seminars,"  classes  on  death 
and  dying  and  participation  in  congrega¬ 
tional  care  programs  such  as  the  Stephen 


to  provide  more  effective  ministry  in  death 
and  dying  situations. 

A  related  serendipitous  response  to  the 
survey  was  a  48-page  booklet  sent  to  us 
from  University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Austin,  Texas.  It’s  titled,  "Dying  and 
Rising  with  Christ:  Essays  and  Guidelines 
on  Death,  Dying  and  Funerals.” 

It  was  sent  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Rev.  George  Ricker,  a  former  pastor  of 
the  church,  who  guided  the  booklet’s  pub¬ 
lication  during  his  tenure. 

In  clear,  concise  language,  the  booklet 
provides  practical  advice  from  a  Chris¬ 
tian  perspective  about  preparing  for  and 
dealing  with  death.  Church  secretary  Pat 
Wright  stated  that  a  limited  number  of 
the  booklets  is  available  for  $1  per  copy. 
Address:  2409  Guadalupe  St.,  Austin, 
Texas  78705. 

We  highly  recommend  it— both  for  its 
content  and  as  a  stimulus  to  others  to 
consider  similarly  creative  ways  to  grap¬ 
ple  with  basic  issues  of  life  and  death. 


By  FRANK  CAMPBELL 

I  would  like  to  tell  you  the  story  of  a 
man  who  graduated  from  college  and 
went  to  work  for  an  international  retail¬ 
er.  But,  when  he  had 
reached  a  level  of 
success  and  financial 
comfort,  he  realized 
he  was  incomplete. 

During  a  two-year 
term  as  lay  leader  in 
a  4,000-member 
church,  he  became 
aware  of  the  tremen-  Frank  Campbell 
dous  need  for  the  congregation  to  have 
structured,  trained  counselors  available. 

It  seemed  a  naive  expectation  for  pas¬ 
tors  to  provide  all  of  the  counseling.  In  re¬ 
ality,  many  members  were  uncomfortable 
relating  their  feelings  to  their  ministers. 

So  he  decided  to  return  to  graduate 
school  to  obtain  a  master’s  degree  in  so¬ 
cial  work.  The  curriculum  offered  a  ho¬ 
listic  approach  to  dealing  with  individual 
and  family  problems. 

This  approach  seemed  to  satisfy  his 
perception  of  how  he  would  like  to  deal 
with  people  and  their  problems.  It  com¬ 
bined  the  social  aspects  of  the  person  in 
therapy. 

After  two  years  of  working  in  his  origi¬ 
nal  career  and  attending  graduate  school 
at  night,  he  was  only  halfway  through  the 
academic  requirements  of  the  degree. 
The  long  hours  of  study,  work  and  weekly 
internships  at  a  crisis  center  were  wear¬ 
ing  him  and  his  family  down. 

The  journey  half  over  and  the  knowl¬ 
edge  that  at  least  another  three  years  of 
class  work  were  ahead  were  tarnishing 
the  dream.  He  had  seen,  by  working  with 
survivors  of  suicide  and  counseling  indi¬ 
viduals  in  crisis  or  dealing  with  families 
whose  members  live  with  the  stigma  of 
mental  illness,  that  Christ  made  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  their  lives. 

Over  and  over  people  would  hit  rock 
bottom  and  be  able  to  describe  their 
lives  in  terms  of  helplessness  and  hope¬ 
lessness. 

Then  God  would  enter  their  spirit,  and 
they  would  rise  from  this  pit  refreshed 


and  re-dedicated  to  starting  anew. 

It  was  at  this  time,  when  the  finish  line 
seemed  so  distant,  that  an  offer  came  to 
management  people  in  his  company,  an 
offer  that  would  enable  him  to  quit  his 
job  and  finish  school  within  three  semes¬ 
ters.  He  faced  the  decision  of  having  to 
give  up  financial  security  for  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  his  goal. 

I  know  all  the  details  of  his  story  be¬ 
cause  it  is  my  story! 

As  I  anticipate  graduation  in  May 
1988,  I  find  myself  at  a  crossroads.  I 
have  long  dreamed  of  a  church-based 
community  counseling  center  where  all 
could  come  and  find  their  needs  met. 

At  such  a  place,  ministers  who  sought 
training  in  special  techniques  of  counsel¬ 
ing,  assessment  and  referral  could  find 
the  help  they  need  for  their  congrega¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  laypeople  could  be 
trained  to  minister  to  their  brothers  and 
sisters  in  need. 

I  write  this  article  in  hopes  that  those 
who  read  it  may  have  experienced  such  a 
transition  in  their  life  and  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  share  it  with  me. 

I  feel  compelled  to  document  the  need 
for  this  type  of  counseling  center.  Too  of¬ 
ten  our  dreams  are  only  able  to  become 
reality  when  we  prove  to  others  what  we 
know  in  our  hearts. 

I  will  have  to  go  to  work  in  May  to 
provide  for  my  family,  which  has  sup¬ 
ported  me  in  my  decisions.  I  hope  your 
letters  will  show  me  that  now  is  the  time 
to  continue  on  my  journey.  I  ask  for  your 
prayers  and  experiences  to  help  shape 
my  dream  into  reality. 

If  I  am  able  and  you  enclose  your  re¬ 
turn  address,  I  will  keep  you  informed  on 
how  it  is  progressing.  I  truly  believe  this 
dream,  if  realized,  could  touch  more 
lives  than  I  ever  thought  possible. 

Please  send  your  story  to:  Frank 
Campbell,  2163  Shirley  Ave.,  Baton 
Rouge,  La.  70809. 

Frank  Campbell  is  a  member  of  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  La.  (Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Here  I  Stand 


No  performers  in  worship! 


WOAT  AM  I  P OIU6 
TO  HELP  BEilfVE 
THE  miMAM 
A ROLiHP  U6? 


THE  P0WL.WC  HUUOR Y 
THfc  HOU&L&56...  THE 

$\UC.ME  aPCRLV... 

THE  POWN-ANP-0UT4... 


LORP.  WHV  VO  I 
&ET  SO  uncotA- 
eozta&lt  men  i 
STAirr  ASKIM6 
QUESTIONS? 


By  TIM  MORRISON 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  stepped  into  a 
children’s  choir  rehearsal  to  thank  the 
youngsters  for  their  musical  offering  in 
worship  that  day. 

They  replied  by  I 
suggesting  that 
they  had  not  done  | 
well.  "The  congre¬ 
gation  didn’t  ap-  j 
plaud!” 

I  tried  my  best  to  I 
tell  them  how  much  ‘ 
their  song  meant  to  Tim  Morrison 
me,  but  the  frustration  among  them 
was  high.  “Sometimes  kids  just  need 
encouragement,"  replied  one  girl. 

To  the  choir,  applause  was  the  sign 
from  the  congregation  that  the  perfor¬ 
mance  was  acceptable.  I  became  as 
frustrated  as  the  choir,  not  because  the 


AIDS  consultation,  editorial  draw  mixed  reviews 


To  the  Editor: 

Enough!  What  has  a  church-sponsored 
national  conference  on  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome  to  say  that  has  not 
already  been  said  by  the  U.S.  Surgeon 
General  or  by  any  health  facility  across 
the  country  (see  UMR  Nov.  20,  Nov.  27 
and  Dec.  4)? 

Should  we  not  expect  some  distinctive 
Christian  word?  Is  there  not  a  moral  di- 
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mension  to  this  tragic  problem? 

It  seems  to  me  that  Dr.  Karen  Lebacqz 
is  plainly  wrong  to  state  that  contracting 
AIDS  is  a  matter  of  exposure  to  a  virus 
without  indicating  that  it  is  spread 
through  homosexual  activity,  by  the 
practice  of  using  multiple  sex  partners, 
by  infected  prostitutes  and  by  drug  ad¬ 
dicts  using  contaminated  needles. 

Sadly  some  people  may  be  exposed  to 
AIDS  because  of  impure  blood  transfu¬ 
sions  or  by  being  pricked  by  a  contami¬ 
nated  needle. 

It  is  faulty  logic  to  compare  the 
spread  of  Legionaires  Disease  with  the 
spread  of  AIDS  as  though  each  is  only  a 
matter  of  viral  infection. 

M  e  than  any  other  disease,  the 
spreao  )f  AIDS  is  a  behavior  problem  di¬ 
rectly  uu.ributable  to  outrageous  sexual 
practices  and  self-destructive  drug  abuse. 

Surely  the  great  United  Methodist 
agencies— Church  and  Society,  Disciple- 
ship  and  Global  Ministries— can  speak 
the  Gospel  message:  Repent  and  believe 
the  good  news  that  Christ  died  for  you. 

This  message  is  not  to  condemn  homo¬ 
sexual  people  or  drug  abusers  or  sexual¬ 
ly  promiscuous  people.  It  is  pointing 
them  to  the  One  who  can  save  them  from 
hell  now  and  later. 

If  the  agencies  sponsoring  the  AIDS 
consultation  continue  on  their  silly  path, 
we  can  expect  them  soon  to  ask  that  we 
receive  an  offering  out  of  "compassion" 
to  provide  clean  needles  for  addicts  and 
condoms  for  prostitutes  to  show  that  we 
are  doing  our  part  to  stop  the  spread  of 
this  dread  disease! 

Robert  A.  Mulligan 
Mahomet,  Illinois 

It  was  UMC  at  its  best 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  minister’s  daughter,  mother  of 
three  and  grandmother  of  eight,  and  a 
member  of  two  minority  groups  that  fre¬ 
quently  experience  discrimination  (I  am 
deaf  and  an  older  woman),  I  have  a 
strong  need  to  share  my  experience  at 
the  recent  AIDS  ministry  consultation 
(see  UMR.  Nov.  20,  Nov.  27.  Dec.  4). 

To  me  it  was  an  example  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  its  accessible  best.  It 
was  a  spiritual  and  emotional  coming-to¬ 
gether  of  people  who  care.  Lyle  Loder,  one 
of  the  principal  speakers,  gave  his  last  full 
measure  of  devotion  to  the  church  he 
loved.  Two  weeks  later  he  died  of  AIDS. 


The  consultation  was  sign-language  in¬ 
terpreted  with  assistive  listening  devices 
for  the  hearing-impaired.  Communication 
was  open  and  supportive.  The  strong  mes¬ 
sage  was:  “You  are  accepted.” 

The  AIDS  ministry  consultation  was  a 
giant  step  forward  toward  a  more  dis¬ 
crimination-free  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  talents  and  skills  will  be 
respected  and  solicited  regardless  of 
handicapping  condition,  gender,  age  or 
sexual  preference. 

My  deep  appreciation  to  the  general 
boards  of  Global  Ministries,  Church  and 
Society  and  Discipleship  for  making  the 
consultation  possible. 

Holly  Elliott 
Daly  City,  California 

They  aren’t  ‘victims’ 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  attended  the  Consultation  on 
AIDS  in  November,  I  was  glad  to  see 
your  article  on  it.  I  was  also  saddened. 

Although  the  article  is  very  good  over¬ 
all  and  many  of  the  important  points  of 
the  consultation  are  shared,  the  language 
is  problematic,  even  in  the  headline  (see 
UMR,  Nov.  27). 

One  important  lesson  I  learned  is  that 
people  with  AIDS  are  not  "victims." 
They  are  simply  people  with  AIDS.  Vic¬ 
tims  have  no  control.  Our  sisters  and 
brothers  with  AIDS  can  have  a  lot  of  con¬ 
trol!  They  are  only  victims  if  they  allow 
themselves  to  be,  or  worse,  when  we 
make  them  such. 

People  with  AIDS  do  not  want  to  be 
called  nor  seen  as  victims.  Let  us  help 
them  take  control. 

Gail  E.  Murphy-Geiss 
Durham.  New  Hampshire 

Editorial  upsetting 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  4  editorial  concerning  the 
UM-sponsored  National  Consultation  on 
AIDS  Ministries  was  puzzling  and  some¬ 
what  upsetting. 

As  a  participant  in  the  conference,  I 
failed  to  experience  the  mixed  signals 
you  perceived.  At  no  point  did  I  receive 
the  message  that  ministry  to  AIDS  pa¬ 
tients  "requires  approval  of  their  sexual 
orientation  and  behavior.” 

It  is  certainly  true  that  no  one  can 
minister  effectively  from  a  judgmental 
stance  to  a  person  suffering  from  a  trag¬ 
ic  illness  that  is  almost  certain  to  be  fa¬ 


tal.  To  attempt  to  heighten  their  feeling 
of  guilt  and  to  “blame  the  victim”  is  not 
to  be  caring  or  helpful. 

You  quote  one  speaker  as  suggesting 
that  we  recognize  “homosexual  mar¬ 
riages”  as  a  way  of  encouraging  monog¬ 
amous  relationships  among  “gay”  men. 

It  is  an  accurate  observation  but  not 
one  upon  which  the  consultation  neces¬ 
sarily  put  its  stamp  of  approval.  When  a 
highly  respected  Christian  ethicist  who, 
incidentally,  is  married  and  the  mother 
of  children,  is  asked  to  speak  as  an  au¬ 
thority  on  certain  areas,  the  conference 
planners  do  not  expect  to  censor  what 
she  says  nor  to  accept  responsibility  for 
what  is  said. 

It  also  seems  clear  that  the  “gay” 
community  has  made,  through  painful 
experience,  many  discoveries  that  are 
useful  to  anyone  interested  in  a  caring 
ministry  to  AIDS  patients. 

That  community  is  certain  to  know 
more  about  how  to  care  for  these  people 
than  those  of  us  who  may  have  never 
knowingly  been  in  touch  with  one  having 
AIDS. 

Further,  the  "gay"  community  has 
been  a  significant  model  of  compassion¬ 
ate  and  sensitive  care.  We  can  learn  from 
this  community  how  to  respond  to  those 
infected  with  the  virus  and  their  families 
and  loved  ones  as  well  as  how  best  to  ex¬ 
press  our  Christian  concern.  It  was  good 
to  have  the  opportunity  to  learn  from 
some  of  those  “who  have  been  there.” 

I  suppose  it  was  true  for  many  of  us 
that  a  serendipitous  effect  of  the  consul¬ 
tation  was  to  come  in  contact  with  “gay” 
and  lesbian  people  who  were  caring, 
serving  individuals. 

It  may  have  helped  us  overcome  some 
of  our  stereotypes  based  on  a  lack  of  ex¬ 
perience  and  relationship  with  those  who 
are  as  certain  of  God’s  grace  as  we  are. 

William  F.  Case 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Walking  a  tightrope 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  on  mixed  signals  con¬ 
cerning  AIDS  ministry  was  highly  appro¬ 
priate  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4). 

There  is  a  tightrope  to  be  walked  be¬ 
tween  compassion  and  condoning.  We 
minister  to  unwed  mothers,  to  people  in 
prisons,  to  chemical  abusers  and  to  all 
other  kinds  of  people  through  our 


churches  and  church  institutions. 

Sick  and  dying  people  need  the  deep 
compassion  of  Christ  through  us.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  love  without  approving  of  others’ 
behavior.  Parents  do  it  all  the  time! 

Joe  W.  Fort 
Crosby,  Texas 


congregation  failed  to  respond  but  be¬ 
cause  somehow  we  failed  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  our  children  appropriate 
reasons  for  participating  in  worship. 

Music  in  the  church  is  different  from 
music  everywhere  else.  As  singers  we 
are  not  performers  in  a  concert.  We  are 
participants  in  worship. 

We  sing  to  inspire  others  to  reach  for 
God  and  experience  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Success  is  not  measured  in  terms  of 
whether  or  not  individuals  "like”  our 
music  but  whether  or  not  our  music 
helps  individuals  to  worship  God. 

Concern  for  congregational  applause 
is  often  limited  to  establishing  or 
breaking  a  desired  “mood”  for  worship. 
As  a  church  musician,  I  am  concerned 
that  applause  can  distort  our  reasons 
for  music  in  worship. 

I  offer  these  two  suggestions  to  avoid 
potential  problems: 

(1)  Communicate  to  the  musicians  of 
the  church  their  role  in  music  ministry. 
Share  your  appreciation  of  their  musi¬ 
cal  gifts  in  verbal  ways  after  worship. 

(2)  If  you  choose  to  applaud  in  wor¬ 
ship,  applaud  the  presence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  praise  God  for  touching  your 
life.  Do  not  applaud  the  performers. 
There  aren’t  any. 

Tim  Morrison  is  a  member  of  Custer 
Road  United  Methodist  Church,  Plano. 
Texas  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 


HERE’S  YOUR  CHANCE 
TO  BE  IN  MISSION 

If  you .  . . 

Are  a  young  adult 
Have  a  sincere  concern  for  others 
Are  able  to  work  sensitively  in  a  cross-cultural  context, 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has  exciting  new  mission 
programs  which  may  be  for  you. 

Mission  Intern  Program 
Three  Vfear  Program 

Multi-ethnic.  Sixteen  months  of  work/study  in  Africa, 
Asia,  Caribbean,  Europe,  Latin  America,  Middle  East,  Pacific. 
Sixteen  months  action/education  in  the  U.S.  College  degree 
or  equivalent  experience. 

One-Year  Program 

For  Asian  Americans,  Black  Americans,  Hispanic 
Americans,  Native  Americans.  Work/study  overseas.  College 
degree  or  equivalent  experience. 

US-2  Program 

Two-year  placement  in  the  U.S.,  Puerto  Rico  or  the  Virgin 
Islands.  College  degree  or  equivalent  experience. 

Summer  Intern  Program 

Ten-week  internship  in  the  U.S.  Must  have  completed 
one  year  of  college. 

Deadlines  for  Applications: 

February  1,  1988  —  Mission  Interns,  US-2s 
March  1,  1988  —  Summer  Interns 
Write  or  call  today:  Mission  Personnel  Resources  Pro¬ 
gram  Department,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  475  Riverside  Drive 
Room  1470,  New  York,  NY  10115  (1-800-654-5929). 
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UMC  church-school  attendance 


‘encouraging  trends’ 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism  showed  signs  dur¬ 
ing  1986  that  it  might  eventually  reverse 
a  23-year  string  of  member  losses,  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  preliminary  analysis  of 
1986  membership  statistics. 

Those  signs  surfaced  in  a  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  report  despite  con¬ 
tinuing  denominationwide  declines  in  al¬ 
most  every  reporting  category— total 
lay  membership,  worship  attendance, 
church-school  attendance,  numbers  of 
baptisms,  etc. 

Unofficial  figures  for  1986  show  total 
lay  membership  fell  to  9.1  million  from 
9.15  million  in  1985.  Average  weekly 
worship  attendance  dipped  to  3.45  mil¬ 
lion  from  3.5  million.  Average  church- 
school  attendance  went  to  1.97  million 
from  2  million. 

Indicators  point  to  turnaround 

"Most  people  are  probably  disappoint¬ 
ed  that  the  overall  membership  didn’t  go 
up,”  said  the  Rev.  Warren  J.  Hartman, 
the  board’s  research  chief.  “But  more 
and  more  leading  indicators  are  pointing 
to  a  turnaround.” 

For  example,  while  only  15  of  the  73 
UM  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  recorded  net  membership  gains 
during  1986,  26  experienced  increases  in 
total  church-school  attendance  (adults 
and  children)  over  1985,  the  report  shows. 

That  compares  to  20  conferences  with 
church-school  attendance  increases  in 
1982  and  only  five  in  1978,  Dr.  Hartman 
said.  Those  were  the  last  years  in  which 


similar  comparisons  were  done. 

The  trend  over  those  eight  years  is  en¬ 
couraging,  he  said.  Increases  in  church- 
school  attendance  generally  precede 
membership  gains  by  three  to  four  years. 

Even  more  encouraging,  Dr.  Hartman 
said,  is  the  growing  number  of  elemen¬ 
tary-age  children  and  high-school -age 
youths  in  church  schools  (see  chart). 

"These  (children  and  youths]  are  the  re¬ 
sult  of  the  ‘baby  boomlet’  (youngsters  of 
parents  bom  during  the  1946-64  “baby 
boom  ')."  he  said.  “They  have  been  coming 
into  our  churches  in  the  past  few  years 
and  inching  our  (enrollment]  numbers  up.” 

Despite  a  slight  slippage  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  conferences  reporting  increases  in 
participation  by  junior-high  and  high- 
school  youths  for  1986— to  11  from  13  in 
1982— Dr.  Hartman  said  he  was  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  findings.  He  noted  that  no 
conferences  reported  increases  during 
some  years  in  the  1970s. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  study  re¬ 
ported  only  the  number  and  not  the 
names  of  annual  conferences  with  net 
gains  in  each  membership  category  dur¬ 
ing  1986,  1982  and  1978. 

However,  a  breakdown  of  1986  figures 
based  on  the  denomination’s  five  geo¬ 
graphic  U.S.  jurisdictions  showed  annual 
conferences  in  the  Southeastern  and 
South  Central  jurisdictions  accounting 
for  55  percent  of  reports  of  net  gains. 

The  number  of  conferences  reporting 
net  gains  in  other  membership-participa¬ 
tion  categories — worship  attendance, 
baptisms,  adult  church-school  atten¬ 
dance,  members  joining  by  public  con- 


reported 

fessions  of  faith— has  increased  by 
one-third  to  one-half  over  the  past  eight 
years,  Dr.  Hartman  noted  (see  chart). 

For  example,  37  conferences  in  1986 
reported  increases  from  the  previous 
year  in  the  number  of  children  listed  as 
preparatory  members.  Thirty  confer¬ 
ences  recorded  more  children  enrolled  in 
membership  confirmation  classes  in 
1986  than  in  1985. 

In  1978,  only  17  conferences  reported 
more  preparatory  members  on  the  rolls 
than  in  1977,  and  only  15  had  more  chil¬ 
dren  taking  confirmation  classes,  he  said. 

Constituent  totals  grow 

The  number  of  conferences  with  more 
constituents  in  1986  than  in  1985  hit  44, 
Dr.  Hartman  said.  That  compares  to  29 
with  gains  in  1982  and  30  in  1978. 

‘‘Constituents’’  are  primarily  non¬ 
member  adults  for  which  a  congregation 
has  pastoral  concern.  Pastors  generally 
regard  constituents  as  primary  member¬ 
ship  prospects,  Dr.  Hartman  said. 

Unlike  trends  in  church-school  atten¬ 
dance,  he  said,  trends  in  baptisms,  wor¬ 
ship  attendance,  preparatory  members 
and  confirmation-class  enrollment  don’t 
always  relate  to  membership  changes. 

The  analysis  of  1986  statistics  was 
based  on  initial  reports  filed  with  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration  by  official  statisticians  of  all  73 
U.S.  annual  conferences. 

“The  final  figures  [in  each  membership 
category]  may  be  different  when  they  are 
printed  by  GCFA,"  Dr.  Hartman  said.  "But 
these  are  close.  They  give  us  the  trends." 


Number  of  annual 
“conferences  showing  increases 
over  the  previous  year 


78 

•82 

’86 

Confessions  of  faith 

23 

23 

35 

Total  full  members 

17 

9 

15 

Worship  attendance 

17 

19 

27 

Baptisms 

22 

17 

33 

Preparatory  members 

17 

31 

37 

Constituents 

30 

29 

44 

Confirmation  enrollment 

15 

25 

31 

Children  in  classes 

4 

17 

27 

Youth  in  classes 

1 

13 

11 

Adults  in  classes 

24 

18 

35 

Church  school  attandance 

5 

20 

26 

SOURCE:  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


United  Methodist  Reporter  chart 


PAGE  3 

Filipino  UMs 
offer  ministries 
after  disaster 

No  United  Methodists  were  identified 
among  either  survivors  or  casualties  fol¬ 
lowing  the  sinking  of  a  Philippine  ferry 
boat  100  miles  south  of  Manila  Dec.  20. 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Manila 
Area)  reported  that  news  in  a  telephone 
interview  Dec.  23. 

However,  United  Methodists  are  work¬ 
ing  with  other  member  churches  in  the 
Philippine  National  Council  of  Churches  to 
coordinate  memorial  services  for  disaster 
victims  and  to  minister  to  people  affected 
by  the  tragedy.  Bishop  Nacpil  said. 

The  death  toll  may  prove  to  be  twice 
the  1,500  first  reported,  he  said. 

Usually  reliable  sources  in  Manila  re¬ 
ported  the  boat,  bound  for  Manila  from 
the  Leyte  island  city  of  Tacloban,  may 
have  been  carrying  as  many  as  3,000 
Christmas  holiday  passengers,  he  said. 
Early  reports  had  listed  the  number  as 
about  1,500. 

Only  26  were  rescued,  he  said,  and  all 
other  passengers  were  listed  as  missing 
and  presumed  drowned. 

The  passenger  ship  Dona  Paz  collided 
with  a  Philippine  oil  tanker  and  burst  into 
flames,  one  report  said.  Both  ships  sank. 

“Almost  every  passenger  boat  that 
plies  the  islands  will  be  overloading  dur¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  season,”  Bishop  Nacpil 
said,  "with  people  coming  to  Manila,  oth¬ 
ers  going  home  to  their  islands. 

The  casualty  list  is  expected  to  be  the 
largest  single  non-military  maritime  di¬ 
saster  since  1,503  died  in  the  1912  sinking 
of  the  Titanic  after  it  hit  an  iceberg. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


UMC  fiscal  agency,  congregation  battle  state  over  property 
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CHICAGO— Members  of  the  United  Church  of  the  Medical  Center— a 
combination  United  Methodist/Presbyterian  ministry— protest  recent 
moves  in  a  years-long  attempt  by  a  state  agency  to  acquire  church  land. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist-related  church  in 
Chicago  is  fighting  an  Illinois  state  agen¬ 
cy’s  attempt  to  reclaim  property  sold  to 
the  church  in  1958. 

The  church’s  pastor  says  the  legal  bat¬ 
tle  may  set  a  precedent  for  any  UM  con¬ 
gregation  unaware  of  property  agree¬ 
ments  made  years  ago  with  state  or  local 
governments. 

“People  need  to  be  aware  that  statu¬ 
tory  changes  can  occur,  even  when  you 
can  prove  that  the  church  property  has 
stayed  the  same  for  several  years,”  said 
the  Rev.  Judith  A.  Kelsey-Powell,  the 
pastor.  “We  must  be  aware  that  some 
levels  of  government  can  legislate 
churches  out  of  existence.” 

The  property  in  question  involves  two 
adjoining  plots  occupied  by  the  interde¬ 
nominational  United  Church  of  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Center,  a  joint  United  Methodist- 
Presbyterian  ministry. 

One  plot  had  belonged  to  St.  Paul  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  since  1900.  Over 
time  the  church’s  property  was  surround¬ 
ed  by  the  University  of  Illinois  Medical 
Center  and  related  teaching  hospitals. 

In  1947,  the  Illinois  Medical  Center 
Commission  was  established.  Church  of¬ 
ficials  were  told  that  Illinois  law  gave 
the  commission  the  legal  right  to  desig¬ 
nate  the  use  of  the  land  in  the  “medical 
center  zone,”  said  Ms.  Kelsey-Powell. 

Church  torn  down  in  1967 

However,  St.  Paul  members  were  as¬ 
sured  that  the  church  would  be  allowed 
to  remain  at  the  site  if  the  property  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  used  for  religious  purposes, 
she  added. 


In  1967  the  St.  Paul  church  building  was 
torn  down,  and  the  site  became  a  parking 
lot  for  the  congregation.  Members  contin¬ 
ued  to  meet  in  the  Wesley  Student  Center 
they  had  built  in  1961  on  an  adjacent  lot 
purchased  from  the  state  in  1958. 

In  1972,  United  Methodists  and  Presby¬ 
terians  formed  the  United  Church  of  the 
Medical  Center. 

In  1978,  the  Medical  Center  Commis¬ 
sion  asked  Illinois  courts  to  give  it  exclu¬ 
sive  use  of  the  lot  where  St.  Paul’s 
sanctuary  once  stood.  The  commission 
contended  that  the  property  was  not  be¬ 
ing  used  strictly  for  religious  purposes. 
The  congregation  had  leased  the  lot  to 
the  medical  center’s  Rush-Presbyterian- 
St.  Luke’s  Hospital  for  an  employee 
parking  lot. 

During  the  almost  10  years  since  this 
legal  battle  began.  United  Church  has 
continued  a  ministry  to  staff,  patients, 
and  students  at  the  medical  center.  It 
also  sponsors  programs  for  Asian-Amer- 
ican  Chicagoans. 

The  original  St.  Paul  property  was 
condemned  early  in  1987  and  possession 
passed  to  the  Medical  Center  Commis¬ 
sion  as  a  result  of  the  lawsuit. 

The  other  portion  of  the  property  con¬ 
tinues  as  the  location  of  a  church-related 
student  center  and  the  United  Church 
congregation. 

In  a  second  lawsuit,  now  in  the  courts, 
medical  center  officials  say  they  can  re¬ 
claim  the  student  facility  because  it  is 
being  used  by  the  congregation  and  not 
exclusively  for  campus  ministry.  Using 
the  property  for  campus  ministry  was  a 
stipulation  when  the  former  Methodist 
congregation  bought  the  land  29  years 
ago. 


What's  in  a  name? 

Proposals  for  new  UMC  programs  come  with  6sIogan-ish’  names 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Are  there  too  many  "slogan-ish” 
names  floating  around  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church? 

Maybe  so,  especially  if  you  add  the 
new  “names-and-phrases”  being  used  to 
describe  new  proposals  for  the  church. 
The  question  has  been  surfacing  as  church 
officials  discuss  names  of  several  new  pro¬ 
posed  emphases  for  the  next  four  years. 

These  are: 

•  “Celebrate  God's  Grace:  Witness  for 


Jesus  Christ,”  recommended  by  the 
church’s  top-level  coordinating  agency 
as  the  name  of  an  overarching  evange¬ 
lism  theme  for  the  entire  church. 

•“Vital  Congregations,  Faithful  Disci¬ 
ples,”  an  initiative  of  the  bishops  to 
stress  the  role  of  congregations  in  devel¬ 
oping  faithful  Christians. 

•“Mission  2000,"  a  plan  developed  by 
the  church’s  mission  board  to  create  2,400 
new  United  Methodists  churches  and  add  6 
million  members  in  the  next  12  years. 

One  name  has  already  dropped  out— 


“Making  Disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.”  The 
church’s  evangelism  agency  abandoned 
that  in  favor  of  the  bishops’  “Vital  Con¬ 
gregations,  Faithful  Disciples”  for  a  pro¬ 
posal  for  spiritual  development  in  local 
congregations. 

While  the  proposed  new  theme  names 
are  different,  their  directions  are  simi¬ 
lar.  They  all  generally  emphasize  con¬ 
gregational  development  and 
membership  growth. 

Add  to  the  new  themes  the  list  of  exist¬ 
ing  names  like  "Disciple,”  a  new  denomi¬ 
national  Bible  study;  “Catch  the  Spirt,” 
the  communications  agency  theme; 
"Growth  Plus,”  and  “Offering  Christ  To¬ 
day,"  evangelism  programs  attracting 
national  attention,  and  the  picture  be¬ 
comes  even  more  muddled. 

Bishop  C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh, 
N.C.,  Area)  said  during  the  Council  of 
Bishops’  meeting  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  that  careful  coordination  of  themes 
and  emphases  would  be  needed  to  keep 
from  sowing  confusion  throughout  the 
denomination. 

Could  be  bewildering 

"I  can  see  this  all  coming  to  annual 
conferences  and  just  bewildering  them,” 
he  said. 

Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  (Portland, 
Ore.,  Area)  said,  “They  (clergy  and  laity) 
are  going  to  be  confused  if  we  appear  to 
be  coming  out  with  two  themes.  Maybe 
we  should  drop  our  (bishops’)  name  (“Vi¬ 
tal  Congregations...”)." 

The  Rev.  Rene  Bideaux,  head  of  the 
church's  national  mission  division,  has 
said  that  the  title  of  his  agency’s  propos¬ 
al  could  easily  be  modified  to  reflect  its 
place  in  the  church's  overall  emphasis. 

He  said  that  the  “Mission  2000”  pro¬ 
posal  outlined  goals  and  strategies  for  “a 
more  comprehensive  approach”  to  the 
mission  board’s  historic  duty  of  creating 
new  congregations.  That  effort  would 
complement  programs  of  the  bishops 
and  of  the  evangelism  agency. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  head  of  the  UM 


coordinating  agency — the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries— has  agreed  that  a 
“commonality  of  wording”  as  a  “rallying 
point,  a  flag,  a  banner,  something  that 
will  pull  us  together,”  would  help  reduce 
confusion  across  the  church. 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area) 
recently  suggested  the  entire  effort  be 
incorporated  under  the  “thematic  um¬ 
brella”  proposed  by  the  coordinating 
agency,  “Celebrate  God’s  Grace:  Witness 
for  Jesus  Christ.” 

“To  me,”  Bishop  White  said,  “the  over¬ 
riding  concern  is  what  is  going  to  be  put 
before  the  church.  It  is  almost  a  public 
relations  problem  that  requires  a  public 
relations  specialist. 

“We  certainly  don’t  want  to  distract  or 
confuse  the  church  but  to  focus  the  ex¬ 
citement  of  the  church.” 

Witness  should  be  emphasized 

Whatever  the  name,  many  United 
Methodists  say  it  should  reflect  an  em¬ 
phasis  on  witness.  A  member  of  the  UM 
coordinating  board  said  a  careful  survey 
of  the  denomination’s  lay  membership, 
clergy,  boards,  agencies,  and  bishops  in¬ 
dicates  that  72  percent  of  those  surveyed 
think  some  form  of  evangelism  must  be 
the  church’s  priority. 

"We  heard  this  very  clearly  from  ev¬ 
ery  corner  of  the  church,"  said  the  Rev. 
Robert  E.  Fannin,  a  district  superinten¬ 
dent  from  Miami,  Fla. 

Dr.  Fannin  headed  the  coordinating 
agency  study  team  that  surveyed  the  de¬ 
nomination  to  determine  if  a  new  mis- 
sional  priority  should  be  established  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church  for  the  next 
four  years. 

The  idea  of  a  missional  priority— simi¬ 
lar  to  the  ethnic-minority  local  church 
emphasis  of  the  past  12  years— was 
dropped  in  favor  of  development  of  an 
overall  theme,  he  said.  That  gave  rise  to 
the  newest  name  in  the  galaxy  of  church 
programs,  “Celebrate  God’s  Grace:  Wit¬ 
ness  For  Jesus  Christ.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


We're 

Listening 

Cokesbury's  first  responsibility  is  to  you — our  customer! 
At  Cokesbury,  We're  Responding! 

Because  we're  listening  to  you,  Cokesbury  has  been  able 
to  respond  with.  . . 

New  Products: 

•  New  Sunday  School  Series,  lesus  Christ  study,  and 
Disciple  Bible  Study 

•  New  children's  Bible  stories  on  video 

•  The  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network 

New  Services: 

•  Toll-free  ordering  service 

•  Curriculum  standing  order  program 

•  48  hour  shipping 

©Cokesbury 

Book*  •  Bible*  *  Church  Supplies  / 

Cokesbury — serving  the  people  who  serve  the  church. 


Ms.  Kelsey-Powell,  a  clergy  member 
of  the  UMC’s  Northern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence,  said  the  legal  battle  is  important  to 
United  Methodists  in  general  because 
state  agencies  should  not  have  the  right 
to  define  what  constitutes  ministry. 

State  tries  to  define  ministry 

Northern  Illinois  conference  leaders 
say  they  view  the  court’s  action  in  the 
first  lawsuit  as  a  step  toward  taking  the 
rest  of  the  church’s  property  and  build¬ 
ing,  via  the  second  suit. 

Craig  Hoskins,  staff  attorney  with  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration  in  Evanston, 
Ill.,  told  the  Northern  Illinois  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter  that  the  issue  is 
important  because  states  cannot  reclaim 
church  land  without  due  process. 

"The  general  church  is  not  going  to 
give  this  one  up.”  Mr.  Hoskins  said.  “It  is 
a  matter  of  churchwide  interest,  and 
we’ll  continue  to  support  them  financial¬ 
ly  and  any  other  way  we  can.” 

The  denomination’s  fiscal  agency  has 
given  $38,000  in  matching  grants  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Church  to  assist  with  the  nearly  10- 
year  legal  battle  against  the 
commission.  Thousands  more  reportedly 
have  been  spent  by  the  conference  and 
the  United  Church. 

The  Rev.  James  Reed,  superintendent 
of  the  Chicago  Western  District,  said 
condemnation  of  property  for  state  use 
requires  that  the  agency  specify  the  ex¬ 
act  use  anticipated  for  the  land. 

The  Northern  Illinois  conference  re¬ 
portedly  has  not  been  told  how  the  lot 
would  be  used,  but  a  medical  commis¬ 
sion  spokesman  told  the  editor  of  the 
conference’s  Reporter  edition  that  Rush- 
Presbyterian-St.  Luke’s  Hospital  may 
use  it  for  another  parking  lot. 

Meeting  set  to  hear  concerns 

Ms.  Kelsey-Powell  said  the  concerns 
of  United  Church  are  scheduled  to  be 
presented  during  the  commission’s  Feb. 
3  meeting. 

The  conference  was  assured  that  no 
further  legal  action  was  planned  against 
the  church  until  the  commission  could 
offer  a  settlement  that  would  assure  the 
United  Church  a  continued  presence  in 


the  community. 

“In  situations  like  ours,  where  ministries 
merge  and  predecessor  churches  are  in¬ 
volved,  I  advise  churches  to  file  [property 
contracts]  very  carefully  with  the  state  and 
local  government."  Ms.  Kelsey-Powell  said. 
“Churches  need  to  document  that  there 
have  been  continuous  ministries  in  their 
communities." 

Formal  count 
of  ethnics  in 
UMC  planned 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON.  Ill. -For  the  first 
time,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  planning  to  count  formally  the 
number  of  ethnic  minority  people, 
lay  and  clergy,  among  its  9.1  million 
members  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico. 

The  denomination’s  statistical  of¬ 
fice  in  Evanston  is  formulating  plans 
for  the  tally  beginning  with  1989. 

The  first  official  report  is  to  be 
available  in  late  1990.  Reports  are 
to  be  issued  annually  thereafter. 

General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  directors  at  their 
early  December  meeting  were  told 
that  the  count  was  requested  by  both 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
and  the  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race. 

Church  members  are  to  be  classi¬ 
fied  according  to  how  they  identify 
themselves  in  the  various  racial  and 
ethnic  groupings. 

A  variety  of  estimates  of  the 
church's  ethnic-minority  member¬ 
ship,  but  no  formal,  official  tabula¬ 
tion,  have  been  made  in  recent  years. 

One  of  the  most  recent  surveys, 
by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries'  National  Division,  reported 
about  466,000  ethnic-minority  mem¬ 
bers  at  the  end  of  1985—359,000 
black;  39,000  Hispanic;  39,000  Asian; 
29,000  Native  American. 


Religion  in  schools: 
new  rulings  made  in  ’87 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

Several  major  court  rulings  on  church- 
state  matters  in  1987  involved  religion  in 
public  schools. 

Courts  issued  opinions  on  “secular  hu¬ 
manism"  in  textbooks,  creation  science  and 
a  daily  moment  of  silence  for  students. 

Other  major  cases  on  relationships  be¬ 
tween  government  and  religion  included 
a  lawsuit  against  pastoral  counselors 
brought  by  the  parents  of  a  suicide  vic¬ 
tim  and  challenges  to  political  lobbying 
activities  by  tax-exempt  religious 
groups. 

In  one  week  in  late  August,  two  ap¬ 
peals  courts  reversed  lower  court  rulings 
that  had  upheld  objections  of  fundamen¬ 
talist  parents  to  public-school  textbooks. 

A  Cincinnati  court  overturned  a  Ten¬ 
nessee  judge’s  ruling  that  permitted  par¬ 
ents  to  remove  their  children  from 
reading  classes  in  public  schools  if  the 
mothers  and  fathers  found  materials  ob¬ 
jectionable  on  religious  grounds. 

The  appeals  court  said  that  reading  the 
books  in  question  did  not  require  the  stu¬ 
dents  to  compromise  their  religious  beliefs. 

A  court  in  Atlanta  reversed  a  district 
judge’s  order  that  banned  the  use  of  44 
textbooks  in  Alabama  public  schools  for 
allegedly  promoting  secular  humanism. 

The  appeals  court  found  no  evidence  that 
omission  of  references  to  religion  constitut¬ 
ed  an  advancement  of  secular  humanism. 


The  U.S.  Supreme  Court  struck  down  a 
Louisiana  law  that  required  the  teaching 
of  the  biblicial  creation  story  in  public 
schools  whenever  evolution  is  taught. 

In  the  7-2  ruling,  the  high  court  said  the 
1981  law  violated  the  First  Amendment  be¬ 
cause  it  sought  to  use  government  support 
to  achieve  a  religious  purpose. 

The  high  court  failed  to  set  a  prece¬ 
dent  on  “moment  of  silence"  laws.  Jus¬ 
tices  considered  an  appeal  of  lower  court 
rulings  that  struck  down  such  a  statute 
in  New  Jersey. 


Don  t  miss  this  exciting  novel 
It  will  renew  your  faith! 


JOSHUA 

BY  VIRGIL  KRAFT 


Your  prodigious  pen  has  produced  something 
that  I  think  would  contain  both  a  kind  of  entertain¬ 
ment  and  yet  a  novel  that  probes  into  the  depths 
of  Revelation  itself  And  to  pull  that  off  takes  real 
talent  — Dr  Arthur  J  Landwehr.  Pastor,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Evanston.  Ill 

Congratulations  on  a  stimulating,  provocative 
piece  of  work  It  reads  well  When  published,  it 
will  stir  up  a  storm  of  controversy  You  have  tack 
led  head  on  some  of  the  toughest  questions  in 
Christendom  "  — Bishop  Emerson  S  Colaw 

The  story  sustains  interest  and  the  material 
provocative  I  especially  liked  the  ending  You 
fooled  me1'  — Bishop  Wayne  K  Clymer.  Retired 
I  can  see  book  jacket  testimonials  ABSORB¬ 
ING  COMPELLING  INSPIRING  REVEAL 
ING  HOPEFUL "  — Dr  Donald  Ward.  Pastor. 
First  Congregational  Church.  Los  Angeles 
CATHEDRAL  PRESS  (6.95) 
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‘Predicament’  forecast  for  church 
after  immigrant  ‘amnesty’  expires 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

The  Federal  Immigration  Reform  and 
Control  Act  of  1986  is  going  to  place  the 
church  in  a  very  difficult  predicament, 
an  executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
social-action  agency  says. 

The  legislation  provides  a  year  of  am¬ 
nesty— May  1987  through  May  1988— and 
promises  temporary  or  permanent  resi¬ 
dent  status  for  qualifying  undocumented 
immigrants.  To  qualify,  aliens  must 
prove  that  they  entered  the  United  States 
before  Jan.  1, 1982,  or  that  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  as  farm  workers  harvesting  "per¬ 
ishable  crops"  from  May  1985  through 
April  1986 

The  difficulty  for  the  church  will  come 
after  May  4.  1988,  when  the  amnesty  peri¬ 
od  ends,  said  the  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez  of 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

The  question  has  been  raised,  he  said, 
about  what  the  church’s  stance  is  to  be 
on  ministry  to  undocumented  people  who 
either  do  not  apply  for  amnesty  or  who 
fail  to  qualify  and  who,  by  then,  will 
have  to  be  hidden  from  the  law. 

Once  the  amnesty  period  expires,  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  still  undocumented  will  be 
able  to  apply  for  legal  residence  status 
only  through  normal  channels,  “which 
are  very  tedious  and  long  and  have  not 
been  proved  a  true  alternative  to  great 
masses  of  people,”  Mr.  Chavez  said. 

Church  must  take  side 

“In  the  long  run,  the  church  is  going  to 
have  to  decide  whether  to  place  itself  on 
the  side  of  upholding  a  law  that  is  insen¬ 
sitive — a  law  that  is  not  addressing 
needs  as  it  is  intended  to  do— or  whether 
to  place  itself  on  the  side  of  the  people 
who  have  been  the  victims  of  this  law,” 


Mr.  Chavez  told  the  Reporter. 

An  unpublished  document  being  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Emerging  Issues  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops  asserts  that  the  "narrowly  con¬ 
ceived  and  even  more  narrowly  imple¬ 
mented”  legalization  program  leaves  out 
many  people  whom  it  was  meant  to  help. 

The  publication  is  entitled  “To  Love  The 
Sojourner.”  It  examines  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  "sojourner”  from  both  his¬ 
torical  and  theological  perspectives  and 
urges  United  Methodists  to  "prayerfully 
consider  the  circumstances  of  the  sojourn¬ 
er  and  the  demands  of  Christian  discipline 
at  this  critical  moment  in  history." 

The  "Sojourner”  document  states  that 
U.S.  Christians  “will  be  confronted  with 
a  serious  crisis  of  conscience."  It  says, 
"Those  who  choose  to  honor  the  require¬ 
ments  of  love  and  justice  will  find  them¬ 
selves  at  risk  before  the  law.” 

The  document  was  approved  in  princi¬ 
ple  by  the  general  boards  of  Church  and 
Society  and  Global  Ministries  in  their 
semiannual  meetings  this  fall.  The  docu¬ 
ment  is  expected  to  be  presented  to  the 
full  Council  of  Bishops  at  its  February 
meeting. 

Few  aliens  apply 

U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  officials  projected  that  2  million 
of  the  estimated  6  million  illegal  aliens 
in  the  United  States  would  apply  for  am¬ 
nesty  under  the  yearlong  program. 

The  anticipated  flood  of  applicants, 
however,  has  reportedly  slowed  to  a 
trickle,  and  special  centers  set  up  across 
the  country  last  spring  to  facilitate  ap¬ 
plications  are  reportedly  operating  at 
less  than  half  capacity. 

Critics  of  the  immigration  law  say 


fear  of  family  separation  by  deportation 
of  ineligible  relatives,  rules  that  severely 
restrict  amnesty  for  aliens  who  entered 
the  country  legally,  and  financial  limita¬ 
tions  (with  no  provision  that  mandatory 
processing  fees  may  be  paid  in  install¬ 
ments)  are  keeping  people  eligible  to 
benefit  from  the  law  from  applying. 

In  addition,  the  law  is  vague  on  many 
points  and  depends  on  subjective  admin¬ 
istrative  decisions  to  carry  out  its  intent. 
Mr.  Chavez  said. 

For  example,  he  said,  unless  immigra¬ 
tion  officials  grant  a  special  status  to  ap¬ 
plicants,  parents  who  do  not  qualify  for 
amnesty  but  have  children  born  in  the 
United  States  face  two  choices  if  they 
want  to  keep  their  families  together: 
Parents  must  take  their  American-born 
children  with  them  when  the  mother  and 
father  return  to  their  country  of  origin, 
or  the  parents  must  remain  illegally  in 
the  United  States. 

Family  unity  is  one  of  the  main  con¬ 
cerns  for  Hispanics,  Mr.  Chavez  said,  and 
they  see  the  law  as  threatening  one  of 
their  cultural  values. 

"In  keeping  with  our  United  Methodist 
Social  Principles,  any  immigration  law 
should  provide  for  re-unification  of  the 
family,"  he  said,  "We  see,  on  the  contrary, 
that  this  law  has  brought  an  enormous  bur¬ 
den  to  the  Hispanic  family  by  not  enabling 
the  family  to  stay  together.” 

Issue  differs  from  sanctuary 

The  denomination’s  Hispanic  caucus 
recently  adopted  two  petitions  to  present 
to  the  General  Conference  concerning 
the  new  immigration  reform  law  and  the 
church’s  ministry  to  the  undocumented 
(see  related  article  below). 

Contrary  to  a  widespread  misconcep- 
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Central  American  peace 
prognosis:  long,  slow 


The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez 
.  .  .  immigration  trouble  seen 

tion,  Mr.  Chavez  told  the  Reporter,  the 
problem  of  the  undocumented  person  is 
not  the  same  as  that  addressed  by  the 
sanctuary  movment. 

"Sanctuary  was  not  designed  or  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  undocumented  per  se,”  Mr. 
Chavez  said.  "It  was  established  to  chal¬ 
lenge  the  government  to  enforce  a  law 
that  was  already  in  the  books,  the  Refu¬ 
gee  Act  of  1980." 

Also,  in  contrast  to  the  way  the  church 
suddenly  found  itself  involved  in  the 
sanctuary  movement,  Mr.  Chavez  said,  it 
now  has  an  opportunity  to  consider  care¬ 
fully  its  position  regarding  ministry  to 
the  undocumented. 

"Sanctuary  was  already  upon  us  when 
we  made  a  positive  response,"  he  said. 
"There  was  no  time  for  preparation. 

“I  think  it  would  be  much  better  if  we 
would  prepare  (for  ministry  to  the  undocu¬ 
mented],  so  when  the  time  comes  people 
will  be  well  informed.” 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Conversations  with 
leaders  of  four  Central  American  nations 
about  possibilities  for  peace  have  per¬ 
suaded  a  Methodist  bishop  that  the  goal 
of  peace  can  be  reached  but  also  that  the 
process  will  be  long. 

Bishop  Federico  Pagura  of  Argentina, 
president  of  the  Latin  American  Council 
of  Churches,  led  a  nine-member  ecu¬ 
menical  delegation  on  a  five-nation  tour 
of  Central  America  to  show  support  for 
the  Arias  Peace  Plan. 

They  talked  with  Presidents  Oscar 
Arias,  Costa  Rica;  Daniel  Ortega  Saave¬ 
dra,  Nicaragua;  and  Jose  Azcona  Hoyo, 
Honduras;  and  Vice  President  Castillo 
Claramont,  El  Salvador. 

A  planned  visit  with  the  president  of 
Guatemala  did  not  materialize. 

The  group  also  spoke  with  national 
reconciliation  commissions  and  church 
leaders  in  each  country. 

Concluding  their  tour  in  Washington, 
the  delegation  met  with  Ambassador 
Morris  D.  Busby,  the  President  Reagan’s 
special  negotiator  for  Central  America, 
and  Ed  King,  assistant  to  Sen.  Robert  C. 
Byrd,  D-W.Va. 

Search  for  peace  exists 

A  clear  search  for  peace  exists  not 
only  in  Central  America  but  in  all  Latin 
America,  Bishop  Pagura  told  United 
Methodist  News  Service. 

Achieving  peace  will  depend  on  the  pa¬ 
tience  and  flexibility  of  governments, 
support  from  the  United  States  and  in¬ 
ternational  agencies  such  as  the  United 
Nations  and  the  Organization  of  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  and  participation  by  all  sec¬ 
tors  of  society  in  building  peace. 

The  bishop’s  delegation  included  repre- 
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sentates  from  the  World  Council^f 
Churches,  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  U.S. A.  and  Latin  American  Council^ 

Other  Methodists  in  the  group  wei;e,\, 
the  Rev.  Oscar  Bolioli,  National  Council,^ 
of  Churches  Latin  America  secretary,  " 
and  Jane  Cary  Peck,  professor  at  Ando¬ 
ver  Newton  Theological  School,  Newton 
Centre,  Mass.,  a  newly  elected  National, 
Council  of  Churches  vice  president. 

Even  though  negotiations  within  Gua-  ,, 
temala  and  El  Salvador  are  reported  tp.  .. 
have  broken  down,  Bishop  Pagura  said,  n 
he  refuses  to  believe  that  the  peace  proi 
cess  will  be  halted. 

Outside  support  must  cease 

Cessation  of  outside  military  support 
and  "multiplication  of  world  contribu¬ 
tions  to  build  up  a  more  just  and  human 
society"  are  needed,  the  bishop  said. 

"In  all  countries,  particularly  Honduras .  j 
and  El  Salvador,  we  have  seen  signs  of  ex¬ 
treme  poverty  and  ill  health,  which,  while, 
not  new,  are  aggravating  the  situation.”  ‘‘ 

Asked  what  shocked  him  most  about 
the  trip.  Bishop  Pagura  offered  three  ^ 
"images." 

First  was  a  group  of  100  working-class 
Salvadorans  clamoring  for  admission  to  the 
presidential  palace  in  San  Salvador.  They  ^ 
had  lost  their  homes  in  the  latest  earth-  .  ' 
quake  and  were  seeking  land  and  help. 

All  doors  to  the  palace  were  closed  “as  i{ 
an  army  were  attacking,”  the  bishop  said. 

The  second  image  was  of  poor  Hondu-^' 
ran  children  asking  for  money  at  the 
port  and  on  the  streets  of  Tegucigalpa.  1 

The  third  image  was  a  delegation  ot  ' 
Indian  peasants  in  El  Quiche,  Guatema-. 
la,  many  of  whom  had  lost  their  land  and 
"the  best  of  their  youths  (had  been)  killed^ 
by  the  army.” 


Reaching  the  Hispanics 

Caucus  calls  for  four-year  United  Methodist  study,  four- pronged  strategy  for  entire  church 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— At  their  two-day  meet¬ 
ing  recently,  75  members  of  Methodists 
Associated  Representing  the  Cause  of 
Hispanic  Americans  advocated  a  four- 
year  study  of  current  church  efforts  and 
strategies  for  future  ministries  in  jus¬ 
tice.  congregational  development  and 
evangelism  with  the  rapidly  growing 
Spanish-speaking  population  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

MARCHA  members  also  added  sever¬ 
al  current  social  issues  to  those  that  will 
be  dealt  with  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  this  spring  in  St.  Louis. 

MARCHA  will  recommend  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  a  four-pronged  Hispanic 
strategy  for  the  entire  church. 

The  caucus’  plan  includes  evaluation 
of  effectiveness  of  current  work  with 
Hispanics.  the  study  of  potential  areas  of 
ministry  and  the  development  of  a  com¬ 
prehensive  plan  to  help  the  denomination 
from  the  local  to  the  international  level 


better  serve  the  fast-growing  Hispanic 
popluation. 

Four  broad  objectives  of  the  compre¬ 
hensive  plan  are: 

•  Developing  church  programs  to  ad¬ 
dress  concerns  of  Hispanics  toward  His¬ 
panics,  including  justice  ministries, 
cultural-  and  language-based  church  re¬ 
sources,  urban  support  projects  and  sup¬ 
port  for  immigrants; 

•Recruiting,  training  and  deploying 
Hispanic  clergypeople  and  laypeople  as 
leaders  in  the  United  Methodist  Church; 

•  Augmenting  missional  structures  to 
better  address  Hispanic  concerns, 

•  Creating  resource  materials  to  help 
local  churches  and  regional  and  national 
agencies  serve  Hispanic  communities 
and  individuals. 

Other  key  components  of  the  proposal 
are  coordination  of  church  efforts  to 
serve  Spanish-speaking  people  and  mak¬ 
ing  accessible  to  grass-roots  United 
Methodists  a  network  of  service  and  in¬ 


formation. 

The  Rev.  Jose  Palos,  San  Antonio,  Texas, 
who  headed  MARCHA ’s  strategy  commit¬ 
tee,  said  the  mostly  white,  9.7-million- 
member  church  has  had  ministries  for  and 
with  Spanish-speaking  communities. 

However,  he  said  the  church's  commit¬ 
ment  of  staff,  resources  and  concrete 
programming  has  fallen  behind,  given 
the  phenomenal  increase  in  the  Hispanic 
population. 

Currently  18  million  Hispanics  are  in 
the  United  States,  he  said,  attributing  the 
number  to  a  40  percent  increase  in  im¬ 
migrants  from  Spanish-speaking  coun¬ 
tries,  a  Hispanic  birthrate  40  percent 
higher  than  the  Anglo  counterpart  and  a 
younger  median  age— 25  for  Hispanics; 
46  for  Anglo-Americans. 

About  40,000  United  Methodists  are 
Hispanic,  he  said. 

Human-rights  concerns,  a  more  equita¬ 
ble  global  economic  system  and  respect 
for  diversity  of  languages  in  the  United 


States  topped  the  list  of  concerns  forward¬ 
ed  by  Hispanic  United  Methodists  to  the 
church’s  highest  governing  body. 

If  the  recommendations  are  accepted 
and  approved,  they  will  be  added  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  Book  of  Resolutions,  which 
states  the  church’s  positions  on  specific 
social  concerns. 

The  Hispanic  caucus  described  a  re¬ 
cent  national  movement  to  declare  En¬ 
glish  the  official  language  of  the  United 
States  as  "racist  and  discriminatory." 

The  caucus  is  asking  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  send  a  letter  to  President  Reagan 
and  members  of  Congress  opposing  the 
trend.  The  caucus  suggested  that  a  biblical 
and  theological  rationale  be  included  in 
the  letter,  which  urges  affirmation  of  lan¬ 
guages  other  than  English  as  part  of  indi¬ 
vidual  cultural  identity  and  birthright. 


Possible  implications  of  the  U.S.  Im¬ 
migration  Reform  and  Control  Act  of 
1986  on  both  Hispanic  U.S.  citizens  and 
refugees  was  the  subject  of  another  reso¬ 
lution  in  which  MARCHA  encouraged, 
churchwide  study  and  possible  petitions 
to  Congressional  representatives  (see  re¬ 
lated  interview  story  above). 

United  Methodists  are  challenged  to 
"love  the  sojourner"  and  to  decide  what 
actions— including  civil  disobedience- 
may  be  necessary  if  the  act’s  May  5, 
1988,  deadline  for  granting  amnesty  for 
undocumented  persons  is  enforced. 

The  recommendation  also  urges 
churches  to  provide  information  and  le¬ 
gal  and  sociafsupport  for  Central  Amer¬ 
icans  and  other  people  who  may  be 
affected  by  the  immigration  ach<  Fur¬ 
ther,  the  General  Conference  is  asked  to 
push  for  Congressional  hearings  on  ef- 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Bangura  to  oversee 
Nigerian  conference 

JALINGO,  Nigeria  (UMNS)— The  Muri 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Nigeria  has 
a  new  bishop.  He  is  Bishop  Thomas  S. 
Bangura  (Sierra  Leone  Area). 

The  Muri  Provisional  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  has  been  supervised  by  Bishop  Ar¬ 
thur  F.  Kulah  of  the  Liberia  Area,  also  in 
the  West  Africa  Central  Conference. 

The  Muri  church  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  former  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church’s  Sudan  United  Mission.  The  Muri 
church  operates  a  Bible  college,  a  rural 
health  program  and  an  agricultural  de¬ 
velopment  program  with  courses  in  ani¬ 
mal  husbandry,  tree  planting,  and 
nutrition. 

New  York  woman’s  bequest 
to  help  build  in  Burundi 

JAMESTOWN,  N.Y.  (UMR)-A  be¬ 
quest  of  a  United  Methodist  laywoman  to 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
will  enable  a  congregation  in  Africa  to 
construct  its  long-awaited  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Center. 


Lutheran/United  Methodist  panel 
proposes  step  toward  ‘fellowship’ 


Mrs.  Helene  Fleek,  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jamestown, 
died  last  fall,  leaving  $25,000  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  project  chosen  by  her  church.  When 
the  church  learned  of  the  bequest,  it  was 
the  unanimous  decision  of  the  charge 
conference  that  it  should  be  used  in  the 
construction  of  a  Methodist  church  build¬ 
ing  in  Gitega,  Burundi,  in  Central  Africa  - 

Huston-Tillotson  College 
names  new  president 

AUSTIN-Dr.  Joseph  T.  McMillan  Jr. 
has  been  elected  president  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Huston-Tillotson  College.  He 
is  to  assume  the  presidency  July  1. 

Dr  McMillan  is  a  higher  education  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
the  denomination  with  which  the  school 
is  dually  aligned  along  with  United  Meth¬ 
odism.  He  succeeds  the  retiring  Dr.  John 
Q.  Taylor  King.  Huston-Tillotson's  presi¬ 
dent  since  1965. 

Bill  places  restrictions 
on  church  day-care  centers 

WASHINGTON  (RNS)— A  new  day¬ 


care  proposal  in  Congress  is  coming  un¬ 
der  sharp  attack  from  conservative 
groups  who  call  it  “anti-religious." 

The  bill,  which  would  create  a  $2.5  bil¬ 
lion  federal  day-care  system,  includes 
language  that  places  heavy  restrictions 
on  participation  in  the  program  by  reli¬ 
gious  centers.  Churches  make  up  a  siz¬ 
able  portion  of  the  nation’s  day  care 
providers. 

The  legislation  has  been  endorsed  by  a 
coalition  of  90  national  organizations. 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WINTER  PARK,  Fla.— Participants 
in  a  Lutheran-United  Methodist  theologi¬ 
cal  dialogue  have  called  for  a  round  of 
talks  as  a  step  toward  “pulpit  and  altar 
fellowship"  between  the  denominations. 

Such  fellowship  would  mean  that  Luther¬ 
ans  and  United  Methodists  could  celebrate 
communion  in  one  another’s  churches  and 
preach  in  each  other’s  pulpits. 

The  proposal  for  a  third  series  of  talks 
was  part  of  a  set  of  recommendations  is¬ 
sued  at  the  close  of  the  final  session  of 
bilateral  talks  on  the  episcopacy. 


CLASSIFIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 

available  al  2  400-member  First  CMC  Odessa  TX 
Urogram  includes  choirs  for  all  ages,  vocal  ensem¬ 
bles,  handbells,  church  orchestra  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  salary  negotiable  Resumes  to  Rev 
Charles  N  Crutchfield.  First  CMC.  415  N  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

DIRECTOR  MANAGER  Highroad  Program  Cen¬ 
ter  50  miles  front  D  C  Housing  and  benefits  Infor- 
mation  contact  David  Pratt.  5001  Echols. 
Alexandria.  VA  22311  (703)820-6339 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  Director 
sought  (or  rapidly  growing  1.000-member  church 

SENIOR  CITIZEN  RETIREMENT  FACILITY 
Tampa.  Fla  Wanted  experienced  person  to  devel¬ 
op  social  services,  resident  programs  Social  ser¬ 
vices  (raining  and  geriatrics  experience  needed 
Applv  First  CMC.  1001  N.  Fla  Ave  .  Tampa.  FL 
.13602  1813)  229-6511 

Robert  E  May,  325  -  7th  Avenue  North. 
Jacksonville  Beach.  FL  32250 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OR  CERTIFIED  Director  of 
Education  to  administer  coordinate  education  pro¬ 
gram  in  1.000  member  First  United  Methodist. 
Fairlield.  Iowa  Salarv  and  benefits  negotiable  Send 

SINGLE  FEMALE  AND  HUSBAND  WIFE  child 
care  workers  without  dependents  needed  to  pro¬ 
vide  supervision,  nurturing  to  girls  Provide  posi¬ 
tive  role  model  and  communicate  well  with 
children  and  staff  Work  8  days.  4  days  off  Salary 
from  $11,500  annually  per  individual  plus  benefits 
which  include  4  weeks  vacation  Methodist  Home. 
Waco.  TX  (8171 753-0181 

resume  to  Clair  Dean  Odell.  Pastor  Box  464.  52556 

HALF-TIME  POSITION  STARTS  April.  1988 

Dir  Discipleship  Development  and  Pastoral  Car¬ 
ing.  1.200-member  U  M.C  Send  resume  and  photo 
to  Search  Committee.  450  Lee  Ave.  Satellite 
Beach.  FL  32937 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  & 

NEW  FULL-TIME  POSITION,  director  of  youth 
and  leisure  ministries.  1.800-member  suburban 
church  Salary  negotiable  $16,500  range  plus  bene¬ 
fits  Applications  to  Fountain  City  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  212  Hotel  Avenue  Knoxville  TN  37918. 
by  February  1 

available.  Responsible  for  all  age  groups  Church 
of  800  members  with  growing  Sunday  School  and 
community  outreach  ministry  program.  Warm 
personality  and  organizational  skills  a  necessity 
Degree  or  qualifying  experience  Send  resume  to: 
Kayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  3900 

St.  (  harles  Avenue.  New  Orleans.  LA  70115 

FULL  -TIME  DIRECTOR  of  children  s  ministries 
lor  1.700-member  church,  beginning  March  1  Sala¬ 
ry  commensurate  with  training  and  experience. 
Send  resume  to  Dr  Ken  Heflin.  134  N  Kenwood. 
Glendale.  CA  91206 

CHRISTIAN  ORGANIST  DESIRED  One  Sunday 
service  now  but  come  grow  with  us  Allen  5000 
computer  organ  Also  many  wedding  opportuni¬ 
ties  Resume  Pastor  Paul  R  Webb.  Aldersgate 

1  nited  Methodist  Church.  One  Well  brock  Heights. 

San  Rafael  CA  94903  (415)  492-0237  (near  San 
Frannsco  s  Golden  Gatel. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FULL-TIME 
tor  growing  700-rnember  church  in  suburb  of  Chat¬ 
tanooga  Salary  negotiable  Contact  the  Rev  Gil 
Smith.  Burk  s  United  Methodist  Church.  6433  Hix¬ 
son  Pike.  Hixson.  TN  37343 

POSITION  OPENING  Conference  Treasurer  and 
Director  of  Financial  Affairs  ol  the  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
Resumes  and  inquiries  should  be  sent  to  The  Rev 
Arnold  Rhodes.  2  Center  St .  Oil  City.  PA  16301 

FIRST  CNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  Myrtle 
Beach.  SC.  is  accepting  applications  for  full-time 
Director  of  Christian  Education  Work  experience 
and  degree  in  Christian  Education  are  preferred 
Salarv  negotiable  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  Reverend  Robert  J  Howell  First  United 
Methodist  Church  901  North  Kings  Highwav.  Mvr- 
tleBeach.SC  29577 

DIR  Ft  TOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  tor  1  000- 
member  church  Degree  in  Christian  Education 
preferred  Salary  commensurate  with  experience 
and  training  Weslev  United  Methodist  Church.  120 

N  Avenue  A.  Canton,  IL  61520.  (3091647-1015 

Back-to-school  time  faces 
new  bishops  next  summer 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Even 
veteran  United  Methodist  leaders 
need  to  go  "back  to  school”  when 
they  are  elected  bishops. 

That  "school" — a  weeklong  orien¬ 
tation-will  be  meeting  at  the  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly  grounds  Sept. 
12-16.  said  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks 
(Kansas  Area).  He  heads  a  special 
bishops'  committee  assigned  to  co¬ 
ordinate  that  task. 

Orientation  topics  range  from 
family  life,  teaching  concerns  and 
administrative  responsibilities  to  a 
session  with  the  denomination’s  top 
press  officer. 

The  week’s  activities  are  critical 
for  new  bishops,  Bishop  Hicks  said. 

"I  didn't  know  what  in  the  world 
was  going  on  when  I  came  here,"  he 
admitted  of  his  own  orientation. 


At  least  12  new  United  Methodist 
bishops  scheduled  to  be  elected  next 
July  are  to  take  part  in  that  training 
before  going  to  work  in  their  as¬ 
signed  episcopal  areas. 

And  if  the  church’s  General  Con¬ 
ference  adopts  legislation  allowing 
creation  of  four  new  episcopal  ar¬ 
eas,  the  number  could  be  as  high  as 
16  (see  UMR.  Oct.  2). 

Even  that  number  could  be 
changed  by  "acts  of  God,"  said  Bish¬ 
op  Edwin  C.  Boulton  (Dakotas  Area), 
delicately  referring  to  vacancies 
created  by  deaths  or  resignations. 

One  of  the  12  posts  scheduled  to 
be  filled  during  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences  next  July  resulted  from  the 
death  of  Bishop  Walter  Underwood 
(Louisiana  Area)  in  April. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


The  sessions  were  co-sponsored  by  the 
Lutheran  Council  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Affairs. 

The  10-page  document  was  completed 
Dec.  5  by  the  18-member  group.  The  pa¬ 
per  suggested  that  the  churches  need  to 
find  ways  to  give  preaching  and  the  sac¬ 
raments  greater  priority  in  the  work  of 
their  bishops,  who  now  are  burdened 
with  heavy  administrative  duties. 

The  report  notes  that  both  Lutherans 
and  United  Methodists  are  engaged  in 
major  studies  of  the  nature  of  ministry 
and  episcopacy  (the  office  of  bishop). 

Both  traditions  are  "open  to  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  restructuring  our  ministries,  in¬ 
cluding  episcopacy,  for  the  sake  of 
effective  mission,”  the  document  says. 

Both  Lutherans  and  United  Methodists 
have  found  a  "ministry  of  oversight  like 
that  of  bishops"  to  be  "a  practical  neces¬ 
sity,”  say  the  signers. 

But  both  sides  are  cautious  about 
"whether  their  ministry  of  oversight 
gives  bishops  a  special  voice  in  the  deci¬ 
sions  of  the  church." 

Since  the  “words  and  lives"  of  leaders 
have  a  profound  influence,  churches  need 
to  seek  leaders  “who  will  reflect  Christ 
in  their  total  life  and  ministry,"  the  doc¬ 
ument  advises. 


fects  of  and  alternatives  to  current  irn- 
migration  laws. 

Caucus  discussions  of  human  rights  and 
economic  justice  resulted  in  several  reo-  . 
ommendations  to  the  General  Conference.  ^ 

The  caucus  made  several  recommen -. ' 
dations  to  General  Conference  related  to 
in-church  projects  and  policies. 

Members 'endorsed  a  recommendation  j  ( 
that  an  11-year-old  churchwide  emphasis  ‘ 
on  strengthening  ethnic-minority  congre-  ‘ 
gations  be  incorporated  as  a  permanent 
part  of  the  church’s  ministry  and  opera;  1 
tion.  The  recommendation  is  being  pre: 
sented  formally  by  a  1985-88  missional 
priority  coordinating  committee,  which 
has  had  oversight  of  the  ethnic-minority*-, 
local-church  priority. 

MARCHA  members  suggest  that 
percentage  of  ethnic-minority  delegates  to  *' 
the  five  jurisdictional  (regional)  confer 
ences  be  increased  from  25  percent  to  30 
percent.  Jurisdictional  conferences,  which  ' 
meet  every  four  years  during  the  sum-, 
mers  after  General  Conferences,  are  the 
arenas  in  which  the  denomination’s  bish-  . 
ops  are  elected  and  policies  and  program 
emphasis  for  the  regions  are  decided.  *  S ' ' 


PANAMA  CANAL 
ALASKA 

CHINA 

Discounts  to  $400  per  couple  on 
cruises  for  applications  received  by 
January  20 

May  7-17  10-day  PANAMA  CANAL 
CRUISE  including  Caribbean  Islands 
and  South  America 
July  1-15  16-day  ALASKA  Cruise  and 
land  tour — Best  of  Alaska  Itineraries  * 
October  7-23  17  days  to  CHINA  AND 
THE  ORIENT.  Choice  itinerary  and 
1st  class  accommodations.  Return  . 
through  HONG  KONG 
Tours  of  quality  by  Dr.  Earl  M.  Ta- 
pley,  retired  university  dean  and  con-,1 
ference  member — more  than  20' 
years  experience  leading  university, 
tours  to  all  areas  of  the  world,  includ¬ 
ing  7  tours  to  China 
For  full  itinerary  and  further  informa 
tion  call  or  write  Dr.  Tapley: 

THE  EARL  TAPLEY  TOURS 
1102  Burke  Avenue.  Fairway  Estates 
Dunedin,  Florida  34698 
Phone (813)734  1924 


ELEMENTARY  DIRECTOR’S  POSITION  OPEN  IN  FEBRUARY 

United  Methodist  Church  of  11.000  +  members  seeking  Director  of  Elementary  Minis- . 
tries  to  work  with  over  500  elementary  children,  grades  1-5  Basic  Christian  commitment 
required  Master's  degree  preferred  (or  equivalent  experience)  Must  have  relevant  job 
experience,  must  be  familiar  with  Methodist  curriculum,  must  have  ability  to  apply  the 
principles  of  child  development  to  programming,  must  be  able  to  develop  and  manage 
department  budget,  must  have  management  and  administrative  skills,  must  be  able  to  work ' 
with  large  professional  staff,  with  parents  and  with  children.  Counseling  skills  helpful. 

Send  resumes  to  Dr.  Leighton  Farrell.  3300  Mockingbird  Lane,  Dallas,  Texas  75205 


Clergy  presidential  candidates 
seen  influencing  party  platforms 


From  Religious  News  Service 

CHICAGO— The  two  clergymen  run¬ 
ning  for  president  will  each  end  up  with 
300  to  400  delegates  at  the  national  nomi¬ 
nating  conventions  of  their  two  parties, 
says  the  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  editor  of 
"The  Christian  Century." 

The  support  of  400  delegates  would  be 
far  too  few  to  nominate  either  the  Rev. 
Jesse  Jackson,  who  seeks  the  Democrat¬ 
ic  nod.  or  Republican  hopeful  Pat  Rob¬ 
ertson,  the  TV  evangelist  who  recently 
surrendered  his  Baptist  ministerial  cre¬ 
dentials.  But  it  would  be  enough  to  guar¬ 
antee  some  influence  in  the  drafting  of 
the  party's  platforms,  said  Mr.  Wall,  the 
politically  active  editor  of  the  ecumeni¬ 


cal  journal. 

The  United  Methodist  clergyman 
made  the  prediction  following  a  talk  at 
UM-related  Hamline  University  in  St. 
Paul.  Minn.  Mr.  Wall  has  been  a  delegate 
to  three  national  Democratic  conven¬ 
tions.  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  Con¬ 
gress  and  Illinois  coordinator  for  Jimmy 
Carter  s  presidential  campaigns. 

Mr.  Wall  said  that  either  candidate’s 
influence  would  be  heightened  if  he 
throws  his  own  convention  support  to  the 
man  who  eventually  becomes  president. 
In  that  case,  he  might  be  able  to  influ¬ 
ence  selection  of  the  winner’s  cabinet, 
perhaps  even  securing  a  cabinet  position 
for  himself,  said  the  "Century"  editor. 


Catch  the  Spirit 


CARIBBEAN  CRUISE  RETREAT 

For  Men,  Women,  and  Friends  who  Enjoy 
Worship,  Music,  and  Fellowship. 
FEBRUARY  12-19,  1988 
Aboard  the  SS  GALILEO  .  .  .  Visiting 

OCHO  RIOS  •  GRAND  CAYMAN  •  CANCUN  •  COZUMEL 

Limited  Space  Still  Available 
Inside  $895.00 
Outside  $995.00 
For  A  Descriptive  Brochure 
i  |  II  Ca"  (TOLL  FREE) 

“yALI  LEO  1-800-826-7107 
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On  the  move 

Merger,  headquarters  relocations 
make  religious  news  during  9 87 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 


CHICAGO— Movers  take  furnishings  into  the  new  headquarters  building 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.  The  5.3-million-member 
church,  the  product  of  a  union  involving  three  Lutheran  denominations,  is  to 
begin  operations  Jan.  1. 


History  buffs  mark 
200  years  of  ministry 
through  UM  colleges 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  article  is  anoth¬ 
er  ‘in  a  series  on  the  major  religion  sto¬ 
ries  of  1987. 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

American  Protestantism  was  on  the 
mdv£— literally— during  1987. 

Three  Lutheran  churches  merged,  and 
several  other  denominations  made  deci¬ 
sions  about  relocating  their  national 
headquarters. 

After  four  years  of  formal  negotia¬ 
tions,  the  American  Lutheran  Church, 
Association  of  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Churches  and  Lutheran  Church  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  formally  united  in  May  to  form  the 
5.3-million-member  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  'Ch'urch  in  America. 

Lutherans  go  to  Chicago 

The  new  body,  which  is  to  begin  opera¬ 
tions  from  its  Chicago  headquarters  Jan. 
1,  is  the  nation’s  fourth  largest  Protes¬ 
tant'  denomination,  after  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  National  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  U.S.A.  Inc. 

Although  celebration  was  the  mood  at 
the  merger  convention  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  formation  of  the  new  church  body 
was  not  achieved  without  controversy. 

A  small  group  of  conservative  dissi¬ 
dents  from  the  American  Lutheran  Church 
fornied  their  own  church  body,  The  Amer¬ 
ican  Association  of  Lutheran  Congrega¬ 
tions,  in  Bloomington,  Minn.,  in  November. 

Two  Lutheran  bishops  were  involved 
in  poljcy  disputes  related  to  the  merger. 

Lutheran  Church  in  America  Bishop 
Stanley  E.  Olson  of  Los  Angeles  charged 
that  he  and  other  white  men  were  being 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  one  in  a 
series  on  the  top  religion  stories  of  1987. 

-From  Religious  News  Service 

A  Romanian  Orthodox  archbishop  ac¬ 
cused  of  war  crimes  during  World  War  II 
and  a; United  Methodist  bishop  with  AIDS 
were'  among  the  religious  figures  who 
diedr’in  1987. 

Cfther  notables  who  left  the  scene  this 
year  included  a  clergyman  who  was  the 
first  black  person  to  be  nominated  for 
the  presidency  by  a  major  political  party 
and  a  former  Roman  Catholic  novice 
who^se  life  story  became  a  hit  musical 
play  and  film. 

The  following  were  among  the  people 
who  died  last  year  whose  lives  had  made 
an  impact  on  the  world  of  religion: 

Archbishop  John  Ward  Armstrong,  71, 
former  archbishop  of  Armagh  and  Angli¬ 
can  primate  of  all  Ireland,  died  in  Skerries 
Coupty,  Dublin  July  21.  He  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  Irish  Council  of  Churches 
in  1979  and  was  elevated  to  the  primatial 
see  of  Armagh  the  following  year. 

Jim  Bishop,  79,  author  of  “The  Day 
Christ  Died”  and  “The  Day  Lincoln  Was 
Shot”’  died  in  Delray  Beach,  Fla.,  July 
26.  fte  was  also  a  former  editor  of  "Cath- 
olit’  Digest”  magazine. 

Catherine  Bram well-Booth,  104, 
granddaughter  of  the  founder  of  the  Sal¬ 
vation  Army,  died  in  Finchampstead, 
England,  Oct.  3.  In  1927  she  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Commissioner  of  the  Salvation  Army, 
itsjhighest  rank  below  general. 

The  Rev.  Orlando  Enrique  Costas,  45, 
academic  dean  of  Andover  Newton  Theo¬ 
logical  School  and  a  noted  Protestant  mis- 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 
Filmmaker  Bernardo  Bertolucci  pre¬ 
fers  to  deal  with  the  great  questions  of 
hiinan  existence— such  as,  “Who  am 
I?j’— ‘and  the  anguish  of  loneliness. 

lie  did  so  with  ordinary  characters  in 
“liast  Tango  in  Paris.”  Now  he  has  lifted 
u^  a  new  magnificent  tapestry,  “The 
List  Emperor,”  on  the  themes  of  loneli¬ 
ness  and  the  quest  for  identity. 

[The  subject  in  this  production  is  a  liter¬ 
al  ^history  of  the  last  imperial  leader  of 
the  giant  populace  of  China.  The  story  is 
baked  on  the  ex-emperor’s  autobiography 
anil  on  recollections  of  many  of  the  prin¬ 
cipals  involved  in  this  20th-century  epic. 

The  movie  opens  in  1908  with  2 ‘A -year- 
old  Pu  Yi  being  acclaimed  as  successor  to 
th4  Manchu  dragon  throne  of  China. 

•Pu  Yi  is  served  by  a  staff  of  thousands 
in  the  250-acre  Forbidden  City,  set  off  in 
the  middle  of  Peking  (the  older  spellings 
are  used  in  subtitles),  much  as  the  Vati- 
cap  is  in  Rome.  But  the  boy  is  not  al¬ 
lowed  outside  the  walls. 

[Those  who  serve  him  must  not  look  on 
hid  face.  He  has  no  playmates.  The  ser¬ 
vants  are  always  backing  away  from 


Poem  of  the  week  \ 

Resolution 

No  more 

*rill  I  expend  my  energies 
trying  to  explain  faith 
<vhich  can  only  be  understood 
6y  those  who  know  it 
Already. 

Instead 

I  will  this  year 
try  to  become 
4  doer. 

Remind  me  of  this  resolve,  Lord, 
When  my  tongue  would  choose 
the  by-path  of  argument 
(which  too  often  has  been  a 
willingness  to  justify  myself 
for  not  having  walked 
the  narrow  way  of  example). 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


victimized  by  the  new  denomination’s  at¬ 
tempts  to  open  its  executive  ranks  to 
women  and  minorities. 

He  also  complained  that  executive  sal¬ 
ary  levels  established  by  the  new  church 
were  too  low. 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Tietjen  resigned  as 
the  new  denomination's  first  bishop  of 
Chicago  in  November,  less  than  a  month 
after  he  was  installed.  He  blamed  a  con¬ 
troversy  with  leaders  of  the  synod  over 
staff  appointments  for  his  decision. 

Bishop  Tietjen,  who  had  been  an  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
minister,  was  elected  to  the  Chicago  post 
by  a  narrow  margin.  He  announced  his 
resignation  after  the  synod  council  failed 
to  approve  several  people  he  had  pro¬ 
posed  as  assistants. 

Presbyterians  pick  Louisville 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  (U.S.A.)  picked  Louisville, 
Ky.,  over  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  as  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  new  headquarters  city. 

In  so  doing,  it  overturned  both  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  of  an  official  church  com¬ 
mittee  that  had  considered  47  cities  and 
the  vote  of  its  own  relocation  committee. 

The  3.1 -million-member  church  cur¬ 
rently  has  national  offices  in  Atlanta, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  Those  are 
the  sites  of  agencies  of  the  northern  and 
southern  branches  of  Presbyterianism 
that  merged  in  1983. 

The  assembly’s  rejection  of  Kansas 
City  was  criticized  by  the  Rev.  Judy 
Fletcher.  She  had  headed  the  three-year 
relocation  study. 

Ms.  Fletcher  said  finances  became  the 
overriding  consideration  and  charged 


sions  scholar,  died  in  Newton  Center,  Mass., 
Nov.  5.  He  had  been  pastor  of  churches  in 
his  native  Puerto  Rico  and  served  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Costa  Rica.  He  had  clergy  status 
in  both  American  Baptist  Churches  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Retired  Episcopal  Bishop  William  F. 
Creighton,  77,  died  in  Washington  May 
20.  He  fought  for  the  ordination  of  wom¬ 
en  in  the  1970s  but  opposed  efforts  to  cir¬ 
cumvent  church  procedures  to  achieve 
that  goal. 

Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Fi¬ 
nis  A.  Crutchfield,  70,  died  in  Houston 
May  21.  The  family  of  the  former  leader 
of  the  church’s  Louisiana  and  Houston  ar¬ 
eas  acknowledged  that  he  died  of  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome  but  denied 
that  he  had  engaged  in  homosexual  activi¬ 
ties.  But  reports  in  the  “Houston  Chroni¬ 
cle"  and.  “Texas  Monthly"  linked  the 
former  bishop  to  homosexual  behavior. 

Peter  Deyneka  Sr.,  89,  founder  of  the 
Slavic  Gospel  Association,  died  in  Whea¬ 
ton,  Ill.,  July  26.  The  Russian-born  immi¬ 
grant  helped  establish  the  Russian  Bible 
Institute  and  pioneered  evangelistic  ra¬ 
dio  broadcasts  to  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Rev.  David  J.  du  Plessis,  81,  who 
helped  foster  relations  between  Pentecos¬ 
tal  churches  and  mainline  church  bodies, 
died  in  Pasadena,  Calif.,  Feb.  2.  A  native 
of  South  Africa  and  an  Assemblies  of  God 
minister,  he  was  the  organizing  secretary 
of  the  World  Pentecostal  Fellowship. 

Bishop  Zoltan  Kaldy,  68,  president  of 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation  and  pre¬ 
siding  bishop  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Hungary,  died  in  Budapest  May  17.  In 


him  in  homage. 

In  1912  when  China  became  a  republic 
under  Sun  Yat-sen,  Pu  Yi  was  forced  to 
abdicat  but  remained  in  the  isolated  For¬ 
bidden  City  for  a  decade. 

Mr.  Bertolucci  has  captured  the  life  of 
the  most  lonely  creature  on  earth.  The 
walls  seem  to  assure  Pu  Yi  of  everything 
but  really  deny  him  his  very  existence. 

The  emperor  is  seen  as  a  toddler  (Rich¬ 
ard  Vuu),  a  boy,  teen-ager  and  as  a  man 
(John  Lone)— all  the  time  “suffocating" 
within  walls.  Peter  O’Toole  is  the  tutor. 

Much  of  the  movie  is  filmed  within  the 
actual  haunting  walls  of  the  Forbidden 
City  in  an  unusual  film  cooperation  ef¬ 
fort  with  the  People's  Republic  of  China. 

There  is  a  respite  in  Pu  Yi’s  prisonlike 
existence  in  1924.  Now  18  and  married, 
with  two  wives,  he  is  kicked  out  of  the 
Forbidden  City  by  a  republican  warlord. 

Pu  Yi  and  his  entourage  settle  into  a 
foreign  enclave  at  the  port  city  of  Tien¬ 
tsin,  where  they  all  live  in  high  fashion 


Of  the  Father's  love  begotten 
Ere  the  worlds  began  to  be, 

He  is  Alpha  and  Omega, 

He  the  source,  the  ending  he, 

Of  the  things  that  are,  that  have 
been, 

And  that  future  years  shall  see. 

Ever  more  and  evermore. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Aurelius  Clemens  Prudentius,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  poet  of  the  fourth  century,  wrote 
"Of  the  Father's  Love  Begotten." 

Prudentius  was  born  in  northern 
Spain.  He  received  an  excellent  educa¬ 
tion.  studied  law  and  was  twice  appoint¬ 
ed  a  civil  magistrate. 

In  379,  when  Theodosius  became  Ro¬ 
man  emperor,  he  brought  Prudentius  to 
Rome  and  appointed  him  to  a  high  office. 


that  "blitz  and  hype  ruled  the  day"  at  the 
assembly  in  Biloxi,  Miss.  Louisville 
backers  wooed  commissioners  (dele¬ 
gates)  with  a  barrage  of  publicity  and 
souvenirs  during  the  meeting. 

Disciples  stay  in  Indianapolis 

In  contrast,  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  1.1-million-member  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ)  turned  down  a  pro¬ 
posal  from  Louisville  business  and  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders  — even  though  the 
meeting  was  held  in  that  Ohio  River  city. 

Instead,  Disciples  delegates  decided  to 
build  or  lease  new  offices  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  the  site  of  the  church’s  current  head¬ 
quarters. 

Louisville  representatives  had  offered 
the  Disciples  the  same  deal  as  it  had  given 


1984  he  became  the  first  church  leader 
from  an  Eastern-bloc  country  to  head 
the  Lutheran  World  Federation. 

The  Rev.  Jitsuo  Morikawa,  75,  a 
prominent  American  Baptist  churchman 
and  former  interim  pastor  of  New  York 
City’s  Riverside  Church,  died  in  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor,  Mich.,  July  19.  He  was  born  near 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  and  spent  18  months  in 
an  Arizona  relocation  center  for  Japa- 
nese-Americans  during  World  War  II. 

Cardinal  Patrick  A.  O’Boyle,  91,  the 
first  Roman  Catholic  archbishop  of  the 
nation’s  capital,  died  in  Washington  Aug. 
10.  As  the  head  of  the  Washington  Arch¬ 
diocese  from  1947  to  1973,  he  pioneered 
school  desegration  efforts  and  defended 
church  doctrine  against  dissident  priests. 

Nathan  Perlmutter,  64,  national  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Anti-Defamation  League  of 
B’nai  B’rith,  died  in  New  York  City  July 
12.  He  was  nationally  known  as  an  Amer¬ 
ican  Jewish  spokesman  on  anti-Semitism 
and  was  often  critical  of  black  and  Jew¬ 
ish  leaders  who  disagreed  with  his  ap¬ 
proaches  toward  intergroup  relations 
and  civil  rights. 

The  Rev.  Channing  Phillips,  59,  the 
first  black  person  to  be  nominated  for  the 
presidency  by  a  major  political  party— at 
the  1968  Democratic  Convention  in  Chica¬ 
go — died  in  New  York  City  Nov.  11.  He 
was  ordained  in  what  is  now  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  had  been  a  professor  at 
Howard  and  American  universities  in 
Washington  and  was  most  recently  minis¬ 
ter  of  planning  and  coordination  at  New 
York  City’s  Riverside  Church. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Hughes  Pruden,  83, 


off  the  ex-emperor  s  wealth. 

But  soon  Pu  Yi  has  to  decide  with 
whom  he  will  cast  his  future— with  Gen¬ 
eralissimo  Chiang  Kai-shek  or  with  the 
Japanese  who  have  taken  over  Pu  Yi's 
ancestral  homeland,  Manchuria. 

Pu  Yi  is  told  that  Chiang  Kai-shek  had 
robbed  the  grave  of  the  late  empress 
dowager  and  that  Chiang  had  given  the 
dead  woman's  necklace  to  Chiang’s  wife. 

Pu  Yi  goes  into  a  rage  and  agrees  to 
go  to  Manchuria,  where  a  golden  throne 
is  provided  for  him.  But  there  he  finds 
that  he  is  no  more  than  a  puppet. 

The  betrayal  of  the  Japanese  weighs 
on  him.  Wife  No.  2  has  already  left  him. 
Wife  No.  1,  Wan  Jung  (Joan  Chen),  be¬ 
comes  a  pathetic  opium  addict. 

We  are  watching  still  the  loneliest 
man  in  the  world,  surrounded  by  walls— 
physical  and  emotional. 

After  World  War  H,  Pu  Yi  is  imprisoned 
by  the  Russians  and  is  used  to  testify 
against  the  Japanese  leaders  at  the  Tokyo 


The  imperial  city  fascinated  Prudentius 
with  the  new  Christian  basilicas  and  the 
tombs  of  apostles  and  martyrs. 

However,  because  he  became  disen¬ 
chanted  with  court  life,  he  retired  to  a  life 
of  poverty  and  seclusion.  At  age  57  he  en¬ 
tered  a  monastery  and  spent  his  days  in 
prayer,  meditation  and  writing  sacred  po¬ 
etry,  hymns  and  devotional  literature. 

In  his  writings  he  sought  to  glorify  God 
and  speak  out  boldly  against  heresy  and 
heathen  rites.  He  appealed  to  Emperor 
Honoris  to  stop  the  slaughter  of  animals 
and  gladiators  in  the  Colosseum. 

These  were  stopped  in  404,  after  the 
monk  Telemachus  was  killed  trying  to 
stop  the  gladiators  from  killing  each  other. 

Prudentius’  hymns  were  very  personal 
and  devotional  in  character  and  were  not 
intended  for  public  worship.  Selections 
from  these  hymns  have  been  appropri- 


the  Presbyterians:  free  downtown  office 
space  and  help  in  renovating  the  site. 

But  the  Rev.  John  O.  Humbert,  general 
minister  and  president  of  the  Disciples, 
said  the  cost  savings  would  not  offset  the 
expenses  of  moving  the  church  headquar¬ 
ters  110  miles  south  to  Louisville. 

Mr.  Humbert  said  the  Disciples  had 
also  received  strong  support  from  the  In¬ 
dianapolis  corporate,  financial  and  legal 
community. 

The  Lilly  Endowment  of  Indianapolis 
has  pledged  a  $2  million  matching  grant 
toward  relocation  of  Disciples  offices  in 
the  city’s  downtown  business  district. 

A  third  major  denomination,  the  1.7- 
million-member  United  Church  of 
Christ,  decided  to  postpone  a  relocation 
decision  for  one  more  year. 


pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  when  it  was  attended  by  Presi¬ 
dents  Harry  Truman  and  Jimmy  Carter, 
died  in  Richmond.  Va.  April  4.  He  was  a 
former  general  secretary  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  and  a  past  president  of 
American  Baptist  Churches. 

Romanian  Orthodox  Archbishop  Vale¬ 
rian  Trifa,  82,  an  accused  war  criminal 
who  was  deported  from  the  United  States 
in  1984,  died  in  Cascais,  Portugal,  Jan.  28. 
The  Justice  Department  began  proceed¬ 
ings  against  him  in  1945.  He  was  charged 
with  responsibility  for  the  massacre  of 
Jews  as  a  member  of  the  fascist  Iron 
Guard  in  Romania  in  the  early  1940s. 

The  Rev.  Cornelius  Van  Til,  91,  a  lead¬ 
ing  evangelical  philosopher  and  theolo¬ 
gian.  died  in  Philadelphia  April  17.  A 
native  of  the  Netherlands,  he  was  ordained 
by  the  Christian  Reformed  Church  and 
taught  at  Princeton  Theological  Seminary 
and  Westminster  Theological  Seminary. 

Baroness  Maria  Augusta  von  Trapp, 
82.  who  left  a  convent  to  become  a  govern¬ 
ess  and  married  Baron  Georg  von  Trapp 
in  1927,  died  in  Morrisville,  Vt.,  March  28. 
She  became  active  in  Roman  Catholic 
mission  work  after  her  husband  died  in 
1947,  and  her  life  story  was  the  basis  of  the 
hit  musical,  "The  Sound  of  Music.” 

The  Rev.  Grady  B.  Wilson,  68,  the  first 
associate  evangelist  chosen  for  the  Rev. 
Billy  Graham  s  team,  died  Oct.  30  in 
Charlotte,  N.C.  A  Southern  Baptist  min¬ 
ister,  he  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Graham 
since  high  school  days  in  North  Carolina 
and  was  considered  the  “resident  wit”  of 
the  Graham  association. 


war  crimes  trials.  He  is  sent  back  to  China, 
where  the  Communists  put  him  through  an 
education  program  for  10  years. 

He  is  released  as  a  private  citizen  in 
1960,  free  at  last  of  imperial  regalia  and 
gray  prison  walls.  He  spends  the  last  sev¬ 
en  years  of  his  life  as  a  quiet,  contented 
gardener  who  smiles  with  some  sense  of 
having  learned  who  he  is. 

This  Christmas  season,  which  honors  a 
child  who  progressed  from  royal  accla¬ 
mation  by  wise  men  to  death  and  Resur¬ 
rection,  has  been  a  time  of  historical 
movies.  Viewers  are  learning  about 
worlds  and  events  that  they  have  known 
little— among  them,  the  life  of  the  mar¬ 
tyred  Stephen  Biko  in  South  Africa  (“Cry 
Freedom”)  (see  UMR,  Dec.  18). 

The  history  buff  and  ordinary  viewer 
alike  can  find  no  lovelier  a  jewel  of  a 
movie  than  one  man's  journey  from  lone¬ 
liness  to  a  life  of  peace  in  a  garden. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  professor  of  journalism 
at  Temple  University  in  Philadelphia. 


ately  used,  however,  to  the  enrichment 
of  the  church’s  song. 

Numerous  translations  have  been 
made  of  this  particular  Latin  hymn,  but 
by  far  the  most  familiar  is  “Of  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  Love  Begotten. ”  by  John  Mason 
Neale  and  Henry  W.  Baker  in  1859.  / 
Appropriately,  the  music  found  in  our 
hymnals  for  this  translation  is  a  plainsong 
melody  that  has  been  associated  with  this 
Latin  text  since  the  13th  century. 

Plainsong  is  the  liturgical  music  of  the 
Roman  Church— beautiful,  simple  and 
sung  in  unison.  The  accent  of  the  music 
is  determined  bv  the  accent  of  the  words. 
The  setting  of  the  music  most  generally 
used  was  made  by  Canon  Winfred 
Douglas  for  the  Episcopal  Church’s 
Hvmnal  1940. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"O  God.  Our  Help  in  Ages  Past" 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

ABINGDON,  Md.— A  band  of  United 
Methodist  history  buffs  gathered  on  an 
Abingdon  hilltop  early  in  December  to 
recall  the  beginning  of  their  church’s 
higher-education  ministry. 

Exactly  200  years  before,  Cokesbury 
College  opened  its  doors  in  Abingdon.  The 
college  was  the  first  link  in  what  was  to 
become  the  largest  Protestant  educational 
network  in  the  United  States. 

Methodism  has  since  been  connected 
at  one  time  or  another  with  at  least  1,000 
schools.  The  list  includes  some  of  the 
best-known  institutions  in  the  nation. 

Through  a  quirk  of  history,  the  Decem¬ 
ber  gathering  also  met  192  years  to  the 
day  since  that  pioneering  effort  went  up 
in  flames. 

Today,  the  foundation  stones  of  that 
first  school  are  covered  by  graves  and 
tombstones,  but  almost  130  institutions 
carry  on  the  work  in  40  states,  Puerto 
Rico  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  1986,  United  Methodism  put  almost 
$50  million  into  supporting  these  schools. 

Name  used  first 

The  opening  of  Cokesbury  also  marked 
the  first  use  in  the  new  church  in  a  new 
world  of  a  name  that  would  become  syn¬ 
onymous  with  the  Wesleyan  movement 
in  the  United  States. 

According  to  a  paper  presented  by  the 
Rev.  John  A.  Smith,  chaplain  at  United 
Methodist-related  Lebanon  Valley  Col¬ 
lege  in  Annville,  Pa.,  the  brief  history  of 
Cokesbury  College  hardly  could  have 
provided  an  optimistic  preview  of  the 
next  two  centuries. 

Enrollment  was  a  constant  problem. 
Never  more  than  80,  the  number  was  less 
than  half  that  when  fire  struck  Dec.  7, 1795. 

Finances,  faculty,  administration  and 
curriculum  also  bedeviled  the  school  and 
its  founders,  Bishops  Francis  Asbury  and 
Thomas  Coke. 

Dr  Smith  said  Asbury  “recalled  the  en¬ 
terprise  as  ‘all  pain  and  no  profit  but  some 
expense  and  great  labor.’  Guilt  flooded  his 
soul  as  he  wrote,  ‘Oh,  had  I  spent  as  much 
thought  and  care  about  the  church  as 
about  that  altar  of  bassok,  which  is  burnt 
down,  how  happy  I  might  have  been.’  ” 

The  first  president,  an  Anglican  priest, 
was  forced  from  office  in  less  than  six 
months  under  charge  of  neglect,  Dr. 
Smith  said. 

Asbury  collects  door  to  door 

A  few  years  later,  Asbury  went  door  to 
door  in  Baltimore  seeking  funds  to  un¬ 
derwrite  charity  students  in  the  school. 

John  Wesley  was  unhappy  with  the 
founders,  even  though  rules  and  curricu¬ 
lum  of  Wesley's  own  Kings  wood  school  in 
England  had  been  reproduced  as  closely 
as  possible. 

“Wesley  castigated  Coke  and  Asbury,” 
Dr.  Smith  said,  “for  founding  a  ‘college’ 
named  for  themselves  as  opposed  to  his 


From  Religious  News  Service 

MINNEAPOLIS— A  small,  non-profit 
business,  with  offices  in  the  basement  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  suburban 
Richfield,  is  searching  for  low-cost  de¬ 
velopment  solutions  to  Third  World  pov¬ 
erty. 

For  six  years.  Compatible  Technology 
Inc.,  has  focused  on  finding  labor-inten¬ 
sive.  low-energy  solutions  to  hunger  in 
India. 

Projects  have  included  developing  so¬ 
lar-energy  techniques  for  food  drying 
and  preservation,  beginning  a  potato- 
snack  industry  and  creating  briquettes 
from  agricultural  waste  in  countries 
where  cooking  fuel  is  scarce. 

The  potato-snack  project  resulted  in  a 
shelf-stable  food  made  from  surplus  po¬ 
tatoes  that  used  to  rot  in  storage. 

Compatible  Technology  runs  its  local 
and  international  operations  on  a  budget 
of  $61,800.  The  money  comes  from  con¬ 
tributions  and  speaking  fees. 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Speaking  to  about 
100  Roman  Catholic  educators,  the  head 
of  the  Peace  Corps  endorsed  calls  for  a 
government-funded  “peace  equivalent" 
to  ROTC  military  training  programs  in 
colleges  and  universities. 

Loret  Miller  Ruppe  suggested  that  un¬ 
dergraduate  students  be  offered  breaks 
in  tuition  and  living  expenses  “in  ex¬ 
change  for  a  commitment"  to  join  the 
Peace  Corps  or  other  voluntary  agencies 
after  graduation. 

Ms.  Ruppe  spoke  Dec.  7  at  the  annual 
education  lecture  sponsored  by  the  U.S. 
Catholic  Conference  and  Catholic  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  Reagan  administration  appointee 
praised  the  so-called  Hesburg/Pell  ini¬ 
tiative  recently  offered  in  Congress.  The 
initiative  calls  for  the  establishment  of 
an  ROTC-like  program  to  foster  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  Peace  Corps  and  private 
agencies  like  it  as  an  alternative  to  the 
Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps. 

The  initiative  is  named  for  the  Rev. 
Theodore  Hesburg,  former  Notre  Dame 
University  president,  who  proposed  the 
idea,  and  U.S.  Sen.  Claiborne  Pell,  D-R.I., 


more  modest  ‘school.’  ” 

Cokesbury  was  reorganized  in  1794, 
but  the  fire  the  next  year  gutted  the 
building’s  interior,  though  the  brick 
walls  stood  for  several  years. 

Dr.  Smith  said  that  Asbury  wrote.  “  'I 
shall  ever  believe  (the  burning)  was  done 
wickedly,’  and  Coke  agreed  the  fire  was 
set  ‘on  purpose.’  ” 

A  professor  emeritus  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  an  archaeologist  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  the 
Rev.  Dewey  M.  Beegle,  led  the  “dig”  20 
years  ago  that  unearthed  the  foundations 
of  Cokesbury  College. 

The  corners  today  are  marked  with 
stones. 

Bricks  still  are  saved  as  they  are  un¬ 
earthed.  and  each  new  member  of  Cokes¬ 
bury  United  Methodist  Church,  adjacent 
to  where  the  school  stood,  receives  a 
fragment  of  history  made  on  the  hilltop. 

Although  appearing  today  as  an  un¬ 
likely  spot  to  launch  a  college,  Abingdon 
200  years  ago  stood  in  the  middle  of  what 
has  been  described  “as  a  hotbed”  of  U.S. 
Methodism  in  the  late  18th  century. 

Dr.  Beegle,  who  conducted  the  early- 
December  tour  of  the  premises  for  the 
Baltimore  Conference  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety,  observed  wryly  that  while  Asbury 
and  Coke  had  a  "marvelous  dream,”  the 
former  “had  a  genius  for  picking  places 
for  schools  where  they  had  not  much 
chance  to  survive.” 

Although  the  names  of  fewer  than  15 
students  of  Cokesbury  are  known  today, 
they  include  a  U.S.  senator,  the  first  fed¬ 
eral  judge  in  Alabama,  a  secretary  of  the 
Senate  for  25  years  and  a  founder  of  to¬ 
day's  Wesleyan  University  in  Middle- 
town.  Conn. 

The  bell  of  Cokesbury  College,  which 
survives  in  the  Baltimore  conference 
collections,  was  the  model  for  one  of  the 
principal  symbols  of  the  Bicentennial  of 
American  Methodism  in  1984. 

After  the  fire  in  Abingdon,  Cokesbury 
was  re-established  in  Baltimore. 

Curriculum  re-established 

Wesley’s  classical  curriculum  was 
abandoned.  Dr.  Smith  said,  “in  favor  of 
an  18th-century  academy  with  natural 
and  moral  philosophy,  geography  and 
mathematics.”' 

The  reborn  school  flourished  for  a  year 
before  "delinquent  boys  ignited  shavings 
in  a  nearby  building  on  Dec.  4,  1796."  The 
structure  burned  to  the  ground,  taking 
with  it  the  adjacent  Light  Street  Church, 
where  a  funeral  was  in  progress. 

After  the  second  fire.  Dr.  Smith  said. 
Coke  “concluded.  Methodists  ought  not 
to  enter  into  such  unpopular  undertak¬ 
ings,  but  bend  their  whole  force  to  the 
salvation  of  souls.’  ” 

As  a  result,  the  Lebanon  Valley  chap¬ 
lain  concluded,  “the  first  sustained  edu¬ 
cational  thrust  was  over.” 

“Two  decades  were  required  to  renew 
it,”  he  said,  in  1822  in  Augusta,  Ky. 


The  project  has  received  preliminary 
approval  for  a  major  U.S.  Agency  for  In¬ 
ternational  Development  grant. 

The  operation  intends  to  turn  the  mon¬ 
ey  over  to  the  Indian  agriculture  depart¬ 
ment  for  expansion  of  the  potato  project. 

Many  of  the  firm’s  other  projects  have 
been  funded  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  by  two  local  industries— 
General  Mills  and  Land  O’Lakes. 

Director  of  the  project  is  Henry  Gar- 
wick.  who  retired  early  from  Honeywell 
Inc.,  a  decade  ago  and  went  to  India  as  a 
missionary  with  his  wife,  Dottie. 

He  headed  a  technical  school  in  the 
northern  Indian  province  of  Uttar  Pra¬ 
desh. 

There  the  couple  witnessed  malnutri¬ 
tion,  illiteracy  and  joblessness. 

When  they  returned  to  the  United 
States  in  1981,  they  formed  Compatible 
Technology  with  George  Ewing,  a  food 
scientist  at  General  Mills  and  another 
United  Methodist. 


sponsor  of  the  legislation. 

Under  the  proposal,  the  federal  gov¬ 
ernment  would  cover  the  education  ex¬ 
penses  of  juniors  and  seniors  in  colleges. 
Just  as  ROTC  students  receive  training 
for  military  service,  Hesburg-Pell  re¬ 
cruits  would  take  courses  preparing 
them  for  other  voluntary  service,  espe¬ 
cially  in  foreign  countries  where  the 
Peace  Corps  operates. 

Ms.  Ruppe,  an  active  Roman  Catholic 
laywoman,  told  the  church  audience  that 
"such  a  peace-building  effort  would  be 
one  answer"  to  a  call  by  the  nation’s  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  bishops  for  peace  educa¬ 
tion  programs  in  schools. 

She  said  programs  that  prepare  stu¬ 
dents  for  work  on  overseas  development 
projects  would  "teach  the  vital  lesson  that 
development  is  another  name  for  peace." 

The  appeal  by  the  bishops  came  in 
their  1983  pastoral  letter  on  war  and 
peace.  It  condemned  virtually  any  use  of 
nuclear  weapons. 

Ms.  Ruppe  called  on  church  colleges  to 
set  up  their  own  volunteer  programs,  as 
some  have  already  done  and  offer  facul¬ 
ty  members  “sabbaticals  for  peace"  to 
fight  illiteracy,  disease  and  other  ills  in 
less-developed  countries. 
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Methodist  Health  System  Announces  Travel  Program 


Methodist  Health  System 
Foundation  is  pleased  to  an¬ 
nounce  the  formation  of  the 
Methodist  Health  System  Travel 
Program.  The  Travel  Program, 
coordinated  by  the  Foundation’s 
Office  of  Development,  will  offer 
trips  both  domestic  and  abroad  to 
friends  of  Methodist  at  special 
discounted  rates  with  all  pro¬ 
ceeds  benefiting  Pendleton  Me¬ 
morial  Methodist  Hospital,  the 
only  Methodist  affiliated  hospital 
in  Louisiana.  In  1988,  the  inaugu¬ 
ral  season  of  the  Travel  Program 
will  feature  two  exciting  trips: 

April  16-23,  1988,  will  be  Meth¬ 
odist  Week  aboard  the  beautiful¬ 
ly  appointed  S.S.  Canada  Star. 
The  one-week  cruise  will  depart 
from  New  Orleans,  sail  down  the 
Mississippi  River  and  visit  the 
Yucatan  city  of  Playa  del  Car¬ 
men  (a  short  distance  from  the 
resort  city  of  Cancun  and  the  an¬ 
cient  Mayan  fortress  of  Tulum), 
the  fabled  island  of  Cozumel  and 
historic  Key  West  plus,  passen¬ 
gers  will  cruise  the  beautiful 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

In  August  of  1988,  the  Travel 
Program  will  offer  Journey  of 
the  Czars,  a  two-week  tour  of 
Russia.  A  University  educator 


specializing  in  Russian  history 
will  share  his  insights  as  travel¬ 
ers  visit  Moscow,  capital  of  the 
U.S.S.R.;  Leningrad,  city  of  the 
palaces  of  the  Czars  and  home  of 
world  renowned  Hermitage  Mu¬ 
seum  housing  over  two  million 
pieces  of  priceless  art;  Volgo¬ 
grad,  formerly  known  as  Stalin¬ 
grad;  Kazan,  capital  of  the  Tatar 
Autonomous  Republic  where 
Ivan  the  Terrible  defeated  the 
Tatars.  Plus,  the  trip  will  include 
a  6-night  cruise  on  the  Volga  Riv¬ 
er  aboard  the  M.S.  Alexander 
Pushkin.  The  trip,  coordinated 
through  internationally  known 
tour  operator  INTRAV,  has  been 
scheduled  to  coincide  with  the 
study  of  Russia  in  1988  by  the 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Orga¬ 
nization. 

The  Methodist  Health  System 
Travel  Program  is  available  to 
all  friends  of  Methodist  and  has 
been  established  in  order  to  pro¬ 
vide  additional  financial  support 
for  Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Travel  Program  and 
the  1988  trips  planned,  please  fill 
out  the  portion  below  and  return 
to  the  Methodist  Health  System 
Travel  Program  Office. 


Sl.  Basil's  Cathedral,  Moscow 


Registration 


Please  send  information  about  the  METHODIST  HEALTH  SYSTEM  TRAVEL 
PROGRAM: 

NAME:  - 

ADDRESS:  _ 

CITY:  _  STATE:  _ ZIP:  _ 

PHONE:  (  ) _ 

(Mail  to) 

METHODIST  HEALTH  SYSTEM  TRAVEL  PROGRAM 
c/o  Leif  Pedersen 
Director  of  Development 
9830  Lake  Forest  Blvd. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70127 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


There  is  an  obvious  contrast  between  “all  new  things”  and  “all  things  new.”  I 
became  freshly  aware  of  this  while  I  was  reading  a  fishing  catalogue  the  other 
day.  On  every  page  there  were  “all  new”  fishing  novelties  and  equipment.  The 
writer  of  Ecclesiastes,  who  said  that  “There  is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,”  had 
missed  the  1986  catalogue! 

The  wonder  of  Jesus  is  not  that  he  made  “all  new  things,”  but  that  he  made 
"all  things  new.”  He  did  that  by  cleansing  the  eyes,  or  rather,  by  quickening  the 
life  behind  the  eyes.  Paul  put  it  best:  “If  anyone  is  in  Christ,  there  is  a  new 
creation.” 

These  words  from  John  Masefield’s  “The  Everlasting  Mercy"  tell  what  it 
means: 

"The  station  brook,  to  my  new  eyes, 
came  tumbling  out  of  Paradise.” 

It  is  his  way  of  talking  about  the  newness  of  sight,  the  newness  of  life,  that 
comes  to  us  when  we  surrender  to  the  Everlasting  Mercy. 

The  amazing  thing,  however,  of  an  experience  with  Christ  is  its  staying 
power.  It  puts  everything  in  a  new  perspective  —  and  permanently. 

I  put  the  catalogue  down  without  ordering  some  of  the  "all  new”  things, 
remembering  that  I  had  not  fully  and  effectively  used  my  equipment  of  this 
past.  It  might  be  more  fun  to  make  “all  things  new!” 


UM  Music  and  Art  Fellowship 
Plan  First  Workshop,  January  30 


On  November  14  at  First  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria,  the  plans  were 
made  to  establish  a  Louisiana  Chapter  of 
the  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in 
Worship,  Music  and  the  other  Arts.  As  a 
result  of  the  gathering  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected:  Franklin  Poole, 
(FUMC  Baton  Rouge)  President;  Micky 
Cloud,  (Trinity  UMC,  Ruston)  President¬ 
elect;  Linda  Kersey  (Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge)  Sec./Tres.  Even  though 
by-laws  were  not  established,  it  was  felt 
that  the  election  of  these  officers  was  ap¬ 
propriate  at  this  time  to  help  establish 
the  organization.  District  representa¬ 
tives  are  also  being  appointed.  Those  so 
far  appointed  are:  Joseph  Johnson,  (Wes- 
ley/Booneville)  Alexandria;  Sidney  Mon- 
tegudo  (Zachary  UMC)  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond;  McCoy  Ranson.  (Trin¬ 
ity  UMC,  Ruston)  Ruston;  Rosalie  Brani- 
gan,  Slidell-New  Orleans;  Dean  Clark, 
(FUMC,  Bossier  City)  Shreveport. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  a  workshop  and 
meeting  to  formally  organize  the  chap¬ 
ter  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria,  Saturday,  January  30  with 
registration  beginning  at  8:30  a.m.  The 
cost  of  the  workshop  will  be  $10  which 
iwill  include  lunch.  Fifty-minute  semi¬ 
nars  in  the  morning  will  be  available  on: 
Vocal  techniques  for  choir  members 


r 


Workshop  Registration 

Fellowship  of  United  Methodist  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other  Arts 
Saturday,  January  30,  1987 


Name 


Address- 


City 


Church  . 


Position 


$10  registration  fee  included:  YES  NO 

Mail  Registration  to:  Franklin  Poole 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
930  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Distinguished  lecturer  — 


Dr.  James  Cone  to  Speak  at  Southern 


Dr.  James  H.  Cone,  noted  scholar  and 
Theologian  will  share  in  a  two-day  Lec¬ 
ture/Workshop  Series  on  February  19th 
and  20th,  1988,  in  Baton  Rouge,  as  part  of 
The  Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern  Uni¬ 
versity's  Black  History  Month  Obser¬ 
vance  Program.  Dr.  Cone  has 
historically  made  Liberation  Theology, 
from  the  Black  Experience,  one  of  in¬ 
sight  and  challenge  with  the  submission 
of  many  published  works  that  have  been 
translated  into  more  than  eight  lan- 


(Wayne  Millet,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge);  Dance  with  emphasis  on  Lenten 
material  (Rosalie  Branigan,  Slidell); 
Hymn  playing  and  improvisation  (McCoy 
Ranson,  Trinity  UMC,  Ruston/Gram- 
bling);  Celebrating  the  Black  Experience 
(Joseph  Johnson,  Wesley/Booneville, 
Pineville);  and  Drama  (Dr.  and  Mrs.  Tom 
Tift,  Dept,  of  Communication  Arts,  Loui¬ 
siana  College).  These  seminars  will  be 
repeated  so  that  you  may  attend  more 
than  one. 

The  first  event  of  the  afternoon  will  be 
a  panel  discussion  concerning  clergy  and 
lay  participation  in  worship  planning. 
The  panel  will  include:  Dr.  Jerry  David¬ 
son  (organist/choir  master  St.  John's 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Ass’t.  Dean, 
School  of  Music,  LSU);  Rosalie  Branigan, 
(Slidell);  and  Dale  Hensarling,  (Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge),  who  will  chair 
the  panel.  The  second  event  of  the  after¬ 
noon  will  be  a  brief  session  to  establish 
the  chapter  by-laws.  The  workshop  will 
end  with  a  worship  service  beginning  at 
3:30,  led  by  Rev.  Hensarling. 

Please  fill  out  the  registration  form 
and  send  it  in  as  soon  as  possible.  Regis¬ 
tration  will  be  accepted  on  the  day  of  the 
workshop,  however  lunch  cannot  be 
guaranteed. 


tohvhhi 

SPECIAL  SPEAKER  -  Dr.  James  H. 
Cone,  Briggs  Distinguished  Professor  of 
Systematic  Theology,  will  be  holding  a 
Lecture/Workshop  at  Southern  Univer¬ 
sity,  Feb.  19-20. 


guages.  His  first  series  of  books  were  en¬ 
titled:  A  Black  Theology  of  Liberation, 
God  of  the  Oppressed,  My  Soul  Looks 
Back,  The  Spirituals  and  the  Blues:  An 
Interpretation,  Speaking  the  Truth:  Ecu¬ 
menism,  Liberation,  and  Black  Theol¬ 
ogy,  Black  Theology:  A  Documentary 
History,  Black  Theology  and  Black  Pow¬ 
er  etc.,  along  with  250  publications  in 
Journals,  Magazines  and  Position  Papers 
with  the  honor  of  having  spoken  at  over 
250  World  Colleges. 

Dr.  Cone’s  first  lecture  here  in  Baton 
Rouge  will  be  shared  in  a  General  Con¬ 
vocation  at  Southern  University’s  Mini- 
Dome,  on  the  subject,  “The  Implications 
of  Liberation  Theology  for  Methodology, 
Ideology  and  Understanding,  in  Solutions 
to  Third  World  Upheaval  and  the  Church- 
University’s  Call  To  It.” 

There  will  be  an  Invitational  Lunch  at 
noon,  following  a  Press  Conference  with 
Dr.  Cone,  on  the  first  day  of  the  convoca¬ 
tion.  At  this  time.  Dr.  Cone  will  share  his 
insight  as  to  where  he  perceives  Libera¬ 
tion  Theology  to  be,  in  our  Academic  Cir¬ 
cles  today.  Finally,  he  will  share  in  a 
breakfast  on  Saturday  morning  at  The 
Wesley  Foundation  at  Southern,  on  the 
topic  of  The  Challenges  of  Liberation 
Theology  for  the  Future. 

During  the  morning  lecture,  in  the 
mini-dome  on  campus,  there  will  be 
five  workshops  set  up  for  persons 
attending  the  lecture,  and  it  is  at  this 
time  all  church  members,  students,  and 
other  community  persons  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  focus  in  on  ways  they  can 
know  more  about  the  subject  of  Libera¬ 
tion  Theology  and  find  possible  direction 
for  some  of  their  questions  on  How  can  I 
help  Third  World  Upheaval?  All 
churches  are  invited  to  bring  or  bus 


PRESENTATION  —  Robert  G.  Chalmers,  hospital  administrator,  presents  a  $900 
check  to  Rev.  Henry  Mancuso.  The  money  was  raised  in  a  Charter-sponsored  fund¬ 
raising  volleyball  tournament.  Pictured  from  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  Henry  Bowden  of  Lake 
Charles’  United  Methodist  Church:  Don  Sigur,  Catholic  Lay  coordinator;  Rev.  Henry 
Mancuso  of  St.  Margaret’s  Catholic  Church,  Robert  G.  Chalmers;  and  Dr.  Kip 
Patterson,  event  coordinator. 

Charter  Hospital  Supports  Ulster  Project 


Charter  Hospital  raised  $900  in  a  re¬ 
cent  fund  raising  volleyball  tournament 
in  support  of  the  Ulster  Project. 

Lake  Charles  is  one  of  only  10  cit¬ 
ies  in  the  country  involved  in  the  Ulster 
Project.  The  program  selects  youth  from 
strife-torn  Northern  Ireland  and  brings 
them  to  the  United  States  to  live  with 
host  families  with  teenagers  who  have 
similar  interests.  The  short-term  goal  is 
to  give  Irish  teens  the  opportunity  to 
meet,  know,  observe  and  interact  with 
teenagers  who  live  in  a  spirit  of  peace, 
harmony  and  ecumenism  in  spite  of  reli¬ 
gious  differences. 

Rev.  Henry  Bowden  of  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  of  Lake  Charles 
and  Rev.  Henry  Mancuso  of  St.  Marga¬ 
ret’s  Catholic  Church,  also  of  Lake 
Charles,  were  two  of  the  ecumenical  co¬ 


ordinators  of  this  year’s  program,  along 
with  Don  Sigur,  Catholic  Lay  Coordina¬ 
tor. 

Other  participating  churches  were  St. 
Michael’s,  Good  Shepherd,  First  Presby¬ 
terian,  Immaculate  Conception,  Our 
Lady  of  Heaven  and  St.  John  Bosco. 

Funds  raised  through  Charter  Hospi¬ 
tal's  volleyball  tournament  are  a  step  to 
fund  next  year’s  program.  Expenses  for 
the  project  include  air  fare,  insurance, 
expenses  for  group  trips,  etc.,  and  are 
expected  to  be  near  $18,000  for  the  16 
students  to  be  invited  in  1988. 

Nearly  1,500  Irish  teenagers  have  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Ulster  Project,  and  it’s 
noteworthy  that  none  have  ever  become 
involved  In  the  paramilitary  activities 
for  either  Irish  political  faction. 


AWARD  RECIPIENTS  —  Pictured  are  Rev.  Ron  Easterling  and  Rev.  Bill  Fraser 
receiving  the  "Beautification  Award"  from  the  Bossier  City  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
This  award  was  presented  to  Bossier  City  UMC  for  the  beautiful  landscaping  work 
done  at  First  Church.  The  others  pictured  are  members  of  the  Chamber. 


CLERGYWOMEN’S  CONSULTATION  —  These  women.from  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  met  in  New  Jersey  for  the  Fourth  Quadrennial  National  UM  Clergywomen’s 
Consultation.  Pictured  are,  1.  to  r.,  Barbara  Smith-Duke,  Don  McDowell,  (Board 
Rep.),  Callie  Winn,  Carolyn  Stokes,  Theresa  McConnell,  bottom  row.  Linn  Richard¬ 
son,  Marie  Williams,  Debbie  Drash  and  Debra  Brazzel. 


members  for  the  general  convocation 
lecture  and  workshops  on  Friday  morn¬ 
ing  and  take  part  in  the  evening  worship 
service  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  at  412 
North  Street,  Downtown,  Baton  Rouge, 
during  which  time  Dr.  Cone  will  preach. 

One  of  the  feature  workshops  will  be 
led  by  The  Rev.  Ron  Whittmer,  of  The 
Episcopal  Church,  on  the  subject,  “Liber¬ 
ation:  Baton  Rouge  —  A  Pilgrimage  to 
Stations  of  Hope.  ” 

Under  the  sponsorship  of  The  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministry, 
The  Episcopal,  Catholic  and  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Churches  along  with  the  Inner-Church 
Conference,  The  Black  History  Month 
Task  Force  and  The  Student  Government 
Association  of  Southern  University  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  it  is  hoped  that  all  will  enjoy 
this  Workshop/Lecture  series.  Informa¬ 
tion  about  program  of  events  can  be  an¬ 
swered  by  calling  504-778-0076. 

C.E.U.  information  is  available,  if 
workshops  can  be  set  up  in  your  local 
church  or  school  for  mini-workshops  on 


Liberation  Theology,  prior  to  the  Lec¬ 
ture/Workshop  Days,  at  which  time 
Freida  Brown,  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge, 
will  come  out  to  lead,  in  an  effort  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  contact  hours  for  higher  C.E.U. 
Credit,  (only  upon  request).  Please  call 
(504)  778-0076,  for  more  information. 

The  Planning  Council  for  the  bringing 
of  Dr.  Cone  consists  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Bibbs  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Scotlandville,  Rev.  Ron  Whittmer  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  Rev.  Donald  Cot- 
trill  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Campus  Ministry,  Rev. 
Jimmy  Stovall,  of  the  Inter-Church  Con¬ 
ference,  Rev.  Carol  Winn  of  Istrouma 
United  Methodist  Church,  Mr.  William 
Lockett  of  the  Black  History  Month  Task 
Force,  Mr.  Preston  Castille  of  the  Student 
Government  Association  at  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge  and  Rev. 
Freida  Brown  of  the  Wesley  Foundation 
at  Southern  University. 


LECTURE/WORKSHOP  SERIES  SCHEDULE 

Friday,  February  19th 

General  Lecture,  Mini-dome  at  Southern  University 
General  Question  and  Answer  Period 
Press  Conference  with  Dr.  Cone  and  other  Church  leaders 
Lunch  (an  invitational  lunch  with  Dr.  Cone  at  the  Wesley 
Foundation) 

Workshops  for  students  and  interested  persons  led  by  pro¬ 
fessors  of  our  state  universities 

Dr.  Cone  interacts  with  student  groups  for  Question  and 
Answer 

Evening  Service  at  St.  Joseph’s  Cathedral  at  412  North 
Street,  Downtown  Baton  Rouge 


9:00  a  m. -11  a.m. 
11:00  a.m. -11:30  a.m 
11:30  a.m.-Noon 
Noon-l:30  p.m. 

1:45  p.m. -3  p.m. 

3  p.m.-3:45  p.m. 

7  p.m. 


Saturday,  February  20th 

8:30  a.m. -10:30  a.m. 


A  Fundraiser  breakfast,  cost  $5;  "The  Challenge  of  Liber¬ 
ation  Theology  for  the  Future” 


Scholarship  Recipients  Named 


The  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  (NYMO)  is  pleased  to  announce 
the  1987-88  recipients  of  the  David  W. 
Self  and  Richard  S.  Smith  Scholarships. 

The  recipe'nts  of  the  Self  Scholarship 
are  Carla  Gay  of  Three  Forks,  Montana 
and  Jodie  Dye  of  Rosalie,  Nebraska.  Car¬ 
la  is  a  member  of  the  Three  Forks  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Montana.  She  is 
attending  the  University  of  Montana  at 
Missoula  and  plans  a  career  in  psycholo¬ 
gy  and  counseling.  Jodie  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Wait- 
hill,  Nebraska,  and  plans  to  focus  on  edu¬ 
cation  and  psychology  at  the  University 
of  Nebraska  at  Lincoln. 

The  recipients  of  the  Richard  S.  Smith 
Scholarship  are  Troy  Benton  of  Shaker 
Heights,  Ohio,  and  LaDonis  Frelow  of 
New  Iberia,  Louisiana.  Troy  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Werner  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  attending  More¬ 
house  College  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  with 
the  intention  of  becoming  a  pastor.  La¬ 
Donis  Frelow  is  a  member  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  St.  Martin, 


Louisiana.  LaDonis  attends  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  Orleans  and  is  planning  a 
career  in  the  performing  arts. 

The  two  scholarships,  named  in  honor 
of  the  leadership  given  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church  by  the  Rev.  Richard  S. 
Smith  and  the  late  Dr.  David  W.  Self,  are 
given  annually  to  United  Methodist  youth 
who  have  made  outstanding  leadership 
contributions  in  the  ministry  and  mission 
of  the  church. 

The  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  has  three  main  purposes:  (1)  to 
promote  and  administer  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund,  a  fund  raised  by  youth  to  ben¬ 
efit  youth;  (2)  to  encourage  youth  and 
adults  to  respond  to  youth  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns;  and  (3)  to  encourage  youth  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

NYMO  is  administratively  linked  to 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
through  the  Section  on  Ministry  of  the 
Laity.  It  is  financed  through  general 
church  funds  and  a  percentage  of  the 
Youth  Service  Fund  receipts. 


Project  Angel  Tree  Reaches  Out  to 
Louisiana  Prison  Inmates’  Children 


Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  Area  Director  for 
Louisiana  Prison  Fellowship,  announces 
that  in  1987  the  churches  of  Louisiana  of 
all  denominations  have  served  more 
than  2,700  children  of  inmates  in  Louisi¬ 
ana  with  Christmas  gifts.  The  project  is 
called  “Angel  Tree.” 

Angel  Tree,  sponsored  by  Prison  Fel¬ 
lowship,  is  world  wide.  It  is  a  program 
by  which  churches  or  church  members 
purchase  and  deliver  Christmas  presents 
to  the  children  of  men  and  women  who 
are  incarcerated.  The  gifts  are  given  in 
the  name  of  the  parent  in  prison. 

Last  year  Prison  Fellowship  served 
1,700  children,  and  this  year  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  more  than  a  thousand. 

Although  it  is  too  late  this  year  for  ad¬ 
ditional  Involvement,  churches  not  doing 
so  are  invited  to  sponsor  “angels,”  next 
year.  You  may  do  so  by  contacting  Pris¬ 
on  Fellowship,  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  Box 
15968,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70895,  or  tele¬ 
phone  (504)  293-5345. 


DIRECTOR  —  Rev.  Ed  DeWeese  is 
the  area  director  for  Louisiana  Prison 
Feliowship. 


Scholarship  Applications  Invited 


Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  is  now 
inviting  applications  for  the  Merit  Schol¬ 
arship  Program  for  the  1988-89  Academ¬ 
ic  Year.  Applicants  are  selected  from 
students  who  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Master  of  Divinity  program. 

The  four  full  tuition  scholarships  are 
awarded  for  the  first  year  of  the  Master 
of  Divinity  studies  at  Saint  Paul.  Those 
selected  must  have  achieved  excellence 


in  their  academic  work  and  demonstrat¬ 
ed  strong  leadership  ability  in  the 
church. 

Deadline  to  apply  for  the  scholarship 
is  February  15,  1988.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  contact  The  Rev.  Jim  Oman,  Direc¬ 
tor,  Office  of  Admissions,  Saint  Paul 
School  of  Theology,  5123  Truman  Road, 
Kansas  City,  Missouri  64127  (816/4833- 
6676). 
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Looking  beyond  1987 ’s  ‘bad  news’ 


Any  way  you  look  at  it,  1987  was  a  re¬ 
markable  year  for  organized  religion  in 
the  United  States.  If  measured  by  the  news 
headlines  concerning  religious  figures,  it 
was  a  remarkably  depressing  year. 

Recall  some  of  the  year’s  “most  signifi¬ 
cant"  news  stories  as  recently  selected  by 
the  Religion  Newswriters  Association: 

•The  PTL  financial  and  sex  scandal, 
resulting  in  evangelist  Jim  Bakker’s  res¬ 
ignation  from  his  popular  TV  ministry; 

•Oral  Roberts'  claims  that  God  would 
"call  me  home"  if  he  didn’t  raise  $8  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  to  fund  part  of  his  ministry; 

•The  ongoing  struggle  between  war¬ 
ring  factions  in  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  divided  over  control  of  Bap¬ 
tist  institutions;  and 

•Numerous  widely  publicized  scan¬ 
dals  in  our  own  denomination,  including 
"play-for-pay”  football  recruiting  viola¬ 
tions  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
the  AIDS-related  death  of  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  and  numerous  instances  of 
prominent  ministers  engaged  in  morally 
questionable  conduct. 

In  light  of  such  unflattering  develop¬ 
ments  during  1987,  expressions  of  disen¬ 
chantment  with  organized  religion 
should  come  as  no  surprise. 

A  recent  nationwide  survey  on  spiritu¬ 
ality  by  "Better  Homes  and  Gardens" 
magazine,  for  example,  found  that  com¬ 
plaints  about  religious  groups,  including 
the  church,  outnumbered  compliments. 

In  assessing  the  health  and  credibility 
of  organized  religion,  however,  it  is  im¬ 
portant  to  recall  the  focal  point  of  news: 
the  abnormal  and  unusual.  The  widely 
reported  scandals  involving  religious 
leaders  are'  “news"  only  because  they 
are  unusual  and  unexpected. 

If  most  religious  leaders  lacked  integ¬ 
rity  and  could  not  be  trusted,  the  scan¬ 
dals  in  question  would  scarcely  attract 
so  much  public  attention. 

If  we  look  beyond  the  depressing  head¬ 
lines,  we  see  numerous  signs  that  re¬ 
ligious  faith  holds  continuing  hope  for  and 
credibility  with  most  people.  For  example: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


S  The  "Better  Homes  and  Gardens" 
survey  found  that  59  percent  of  the  re¬ 
spondents  believe  organized  religion  is 
"sensitive  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  to¬ 
day's  families.” 

/  A  recent  Harris  poll  found  that  “be¬ 
ing  committed  to  your  religious  or  spiri- 
tual  life''  ranked  second  highest 
nationwide  in  elements  that  contribute 
to  the  quality  of  one's  life. 

•/  Another  recent  survey  showed  that 
members  of  the  clergy  continue  to  be 
more  trusted  than  virtually  any  other  vo¬ 
cational  group. 

Add  to  these  positive  points  the  reality 
of  thousands  of  spiritually  and  numeri¬ 
cally  vigorous  local  congregations,  and 
you  reach  an  unmistakable  conclusion: 
Opportunities  for  Christian  leaders  and 
institutions  to  play  a  constructive  role  in 
people's  lives  remain  as  great  in  the  new 
year  as  they’ve  ever  been. 

The  church's  enduring  value  to  human 
life,  as  the  “earthen  vessel"  for  convey¬ 
ing  God's  love  to  each  generation,  far  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  failures— and  triumphs— of  a 
few  individuals.  That  has  always  been 
true  and  always  will  be. 

That  fact  does  not  excuse  the  very  real 
harm  done  to  the  church's  witness  when 
church  leaders  or  church  groups  blatant¬ 
ly  violate  the  laws  of  God.  Their  public 
identity  as  Christians,  combined  with 
their  visible  betrayal  of  that  identity,  in¬ 
evitably  invites  skepticism  about  the 
trustworthiness  of  all  religious  faith. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  affirm  a 
more  basic  and  dependable  reality:  that 
no  matter  how  miserable  our  failures,  we 
can  depend  on  God  to  be  present  in  the 
community  of  faith  and  to  meet  the  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  of  people  who  are  searching 
for  meaning  and  purpose. 

Words  of  a  familiar  hymn  offer  power¬ 
ful  counsel  on  where  our  hope  should  be 
anchored: 

O  God  our  help  in  ages  past, 
our  hope  for  years  to  come. 

Be  Thou  our  guide  while  life  shall  last 
and  our  eternal  home. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Keep  ‘Sermons,’  ‘Notes’  in  theology  report 


pune  to  tne 
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By  THOMAS  C.  ODEN 

The  Committee  on  Our  Theological 
Task  has  proposed  the  elimination  of 
every  standard  reference  in  the  cur¬ 
rent  Book  of  Discipline  to  the  fact 
that  Wesley's 
"Sermons  on  Sev¬ 
eral  Occasions"  — -  » 

and  “'Notes  Upon  ^ 

the  New  Testa¬ 
ment"  are  includ¬ 
ed  under  the  First 
Restrictive  Rule 
of  the  UMC's  Con¬ 
stitution  as  “our  Thomas  Oden 
present  existing  and  established 
standards  of  doctrine." 

The  current  Discipline,  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  church  doctrine  and  laws,  con¬ 
tains  three  passages  that  make  the 
normative  nature  of  the  "Sermons” 
and  “Notes"  clear. 

Retaining  these  passages  would  re¬ 
assure  United  Methodists  that  the 
"Sermons"  and  "Notes"  are  not  being 
abandoned  as  doctrinal  standards  un¬ 
der  the  protection  of  the  church’s 
Constitution. 

The  omission  of  these  three  sentences 
would  imply  to  many  constituents  that 
the  “Sermons”  and  "Notes”  were  being 
abandoned  as  normative  doctrinal 
standards.  That  would  imply  the  most 
drastic  change  of  doctrinal  standards  in 
200  years  and,  hence,  might  require  se¬ 
rious  judicial  challenges. 

Sentences  should  be  retained 

I  believe  that  these  three  sentences, 
contained  in  all  Disciplines  from  1972 
to  1984,  should  be  retained  in  the  1988 
revision: 

"The  original  distinction  between 
the  intended  functions  of  the  Arti¬ 
cles  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the 
‘Sermons'  and  ‘Notes’  on  the  other, 


may  be  inferred  from  the  double 
reference  to  them  in  the  First  Re¬ 
strictive  Rule  (adopted  in  1808  and 
unchanged  ever  since).” 

(Paragraph  67,  Page  45) 

"Additionally,  it  was  stipulated  [by 
the  1968  Plan  of  Union]  that  al¬ 
though  the  language  of  the  First 
Restrictive  Rule  has  never  been 
formally  defined,  Wesley’s  ‘Ser¬ 
mons'  and  Notes'  were  specifical¬ 
ly  included  in  our  present  existing 
and  established  standards  of  doc¬ 
trine  by  plain  historical  influ¬ 
ence.” 

(Paragraph  67,  Page  49) 

"The  Discipline  seems  to  assume 
that  for  the  determination  of  oth¬ 
erwise  irreconcilable  doctrinal  dis¬ 
putes,  the  Annual  and  General 
Conferences  are  the  appropriate 
courts  of  appeal,  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  first  two  Restrictive 
Rules  (which  is  to  say,  the  Articles 
and  Confession,  the  ‘Sermons’  and 
‘Notes’).” 

(Paragraph  67,  Page  49) 

A  setback  for  new  statement 

These  provisions  are  currently  un¬ 
der  serious  challenge.  Their  startling 
omission  is  likely  to  become  a  stum¬ 
bling  block  to  the  committee's  report 
unless  the  General  Conference 
amends  it  to  re-include  them. 

The  earnest  desire  of  many  for  a 
strengthened  doctrinal  statement  has 
been  set  back  profoundly  by  this  omis¬ 
sion.  If  the  new  doctrinal  proposal 
takes  away  the  normative  force  of 
Wesley's  "Sermons"  and  “Notes,"  little 
is  gained,  whatever  changes  are  made. 

If  the  new  doctrinal  proposal  can¬ 
not  gain  substantial  consensus,  it 


should  be  referred  for  further  study. 

The  doctrinal  sections  of  the  1972- 
84  Discipline  (Paragraphs  67-69)  are 
better  than  the  current  report  if  these 
inclusions  are  not  made.  If  the  report 
is  amended  to  include  these  three  sen¬ 
tences,  it  stands  as  a  better  statement 
on  the  whole,  in  my  judgment,  than 
the  1972-84  paragraphs. 

Petition  General  Conference 

To  avert  the  implied  abandonment 
of  Wesley’s  "Sermons"  and  “Notes" 
as  binding  standards  protected  by  the 
UM  Constitution,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  many  United  Methodists  to  ex¬ 
press  their  opinions  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  and  through 
petitions  to  the  General  Conference 
by  February. 

The  stipulation  of  "Sermons”  and 
"Notes”  as  standing  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Restrictive  Rule,  thus 
unamendable,  was  a  specific  premise  of 
the  Plan  of  Union  of  1968.  That  Plan 
cannot  now  be  legislatively  refashioned 
by  a  subsequent  General  Conference, 
since  the  plan  brought  together  the  con¬ 
stitutions  of  two  bodies,  and  hence  itself 
was  a  constitutional  act. 


Preserve  any  of  passages 

If  any  of  the  three  passages  cited 
are  preserved  in  their  present  lan¬ 
guage  or  in  substance,  the  Discipline 
has  sufficiently  preserved  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  "Sermons"  and  "Notes”  as 
doctrinal  standards. 

Yet  even  if  all  are  removed,  that 
would  not  necessarily  constitute  an 
outright  rejection  of  the  "Sermons" 
and  "Notes,”  because  the  two-clause 
approach  to  the  First  Restrictive 
Rule  (dividing  the  Rule  into  "Arti¬ 
cles"  and  "Sermons  and  Notes")  has 


been  repeatedly  accepted  in  rulings 
by  the  Judicial  Council,  the  highest 
UM  court. 

What  is  to  prevent  the  clergy  from 
inveighing  against  these  standards?  Al¬ 
though  disciplinary  administration  var¬ 
ies  widely,  the  present  Discipline  itself 
states  that  any  pastor  could  be  subject 
to  the  charge  of  “dissemination  of  doc¬ 
trines  contrary  to  the  established 
standards  of  doctrine  of  the  Church" 
(Paragraph  2621. l.g,  Page  659),  stand¬ 
ards  long  specified  as  Articles,  "Ser¬ 
mons,"  “Notes,’’  and  Confession 
(Paragraph  67,  Pages  44,  45,  49,  54). 

Questions  still  asked 

Candidates  for  ordination  are  still 
asked:  "Have  you  studied  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church?”;  “After  full  examination  do 
you  believe  that  our  doctrines  are  in 
harmony  with  the  Holy  Scriptures?” 
and  "Will  you  preach  and  maintain 
them?"  (Paragraph  424,  Page  212). 

If  candidates  enter  the  United 
Methodist  ministry  without  deliber¬ 
ately  consenting  to  these  standards, 
the  fault  lies  both  with  the  conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and  the 
conscience  of  the  ordained. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Thomas 
C.  Oden  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Oklahoma  Annual  Conference.  Dr. 
Oden  is  on  special  appointment  to  the 
faculty  of  The  Theological  School  at 
Drew  University  in  Madison.  N.J. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  1  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Glad  tidings  of  Christ  can  be  told  many  ways 

a  CM  W  W 


To  the  Editor: 

By  the  time  you  get  this  letter,  I'll  be 
out  of  sync  with  the  season.  But  during 
this  Yuletide,  I  relished  Stephen  Wende's 
commentary  on  Santa  Claus  as  a  sign  of 
God's  love  (see  UMR,  Dec.  18). 

There  are  very  few  positive  articles  ap¬ 
pearing  in  your  paper  lately,  and  I  found 
this  article  not  only  realistic  and  encour¬ 
aging  but  a  personal  shot  in  the  arm. 

I  am  a  lay  speaker  In  the  Fresno  area 
as  well  as  an  entertainer  for  clubs, 
schools,  senior-citizen  centers  and  conva¬ 
lescent  homes.  Christmas  is  the  season 
whtr  I  dress  like  Mrs.  Claus.  With  auto- 
harp  under  my  arm,  I  parade  in  malls 
and  corridors  strumming  carols  and 
“Jingle  Bells." 

For  the  children  in  hospitals  and 
schools,  I  use  a  Santa  Claus  puppet. 
When  this  article  about  Santa  appeared, 
I  read  it  joyfully  and  rejoiced  at  God’s 
timing.  I  had  just  done  a  program— using 
the  Santa  puppet— at  a  Baptist  day-care 
center  for  pre-schoolers. 

Some  of  the  Christian  schools  take  a 
dim  view  of  both  Mrs.  Santa  and  her  "Mr. 
Santa"  puppet.  So  I  ventured  way  out  on  a 
limb  as  I  presented  Mr.  Miniature  HO  HO 
and  through  him  stressed  several  thoughts: 
that  Christmas  means  the  birth  of  Jesus; 
that,  as  Mr.  Santa,  I  hoped  to  bring  some 
of  Christ’s  love,  joy  and  beauty  into  the 
world;  and  that  as  a  puppet,  Santa  loves 
Jesus,  and  in  the  giving  of  gifts,  we  are 
sharing  His  love  with  everyone. 

And  then  songs  ranging  from  "Joy  to 
the  World”  to  “Jingle  Bells"  resound  all 
over  the  place  and,  so  far.  not  one  com- 
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plaint.  I  even  capitalize  on  the  familiar 
hymns  and  carols  while  parading  in 
stores  and  malls  as  a  singing  Mrs.  Santa 
with  autoharp. 

The  glad  tidings  of  Jesus  Christ  can  be 
told  in  many  ways— even  through  that 
jolly  good  fellow  in  the  red  suit. 

Mary  Van  Hoosan 
Fresno,  California 

Thanks  for  editorial,  poem 

To  the  Editor- 

Thank  you  for  the  editorial,  “New 
findings  support  old  teachings”  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  18). 

It  not  only  favorably  reviewed  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bureau  of  Economic  Research 
study  faithfully  and  succinctly,  it  also 
laid  out  those  Christian  perspectives  that 
ought  to  be  standard  convictions  through¬ 
out  the  United  Methodist  communities 
and  for  all  committed  Christians. 

I  am  thankful  that  other  current  studies 
seem  to  support  the  fact  that  there  is  a  de¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  couples  cohabiting 
"without  benefit  of  clergy"  (or  others  qual¬ 
ified  to  unite  couples  in  marriage) . 

Also  the  poem  in  the  same  issue  by 
Roy  E.  Webster  is  so  striking  in  its  faith¬ 
ful  statements  of  basic  Christian  beliefs 
concerning  the  Savior  and  so  rhythmic 
as  to  meter  and  sound  that  it  surely 
ought  to  be  put  to  music  as  a  fit  hymn 
for  the  Christmas  season. 

Perhaps  it  already  has  been,  but  I  can¬ 
not  find  such  in  any  of  the  hymnals  at  my 
disposal.  Perhaps  some  person  more 
versed  in  hymnody  will  now  write  and  in¬ 
form  this  preacher  that  it  is  indeed  a 
hymn  of  long  or  recent  standing. 

L.  Gerald  Burrus 
Boulder,  Colorado 

Feeling  welcome  is  vital 

To  the  Editor: 

We  were  new  residents  looking  for  a 
church  home.  You  (United  Methodist 
Church  No.  1)  allowed  us  to  attend  your 
service— with  which  we  felt  comfortable. 

A  few  of  your  parishioners  said  hello, 
but  no  one  invited  us  back.  There  were 
no  letters  of  welcome  from  church  or 
pastor.  We  did  not  go  back  where  a 
stranger  felt  unwelcome. 

At  church  No.  2  (United  Methodist  in 
another  nearby  town)— again,  the  service 
was  familiar  and  comfortable.  The  differ¬ 
ence:  We  were  made  to  feel  welcome!  The 
pastor  even  made  a  friendly,  not  reli¬ 
gious,  visit.  We  are  attending  that  church. 

A  church  family  is  important  to  us. 
But  a  family  not  only  accepts  new  people 
or  members  but  also,  and  maybe  more 
important,  welcomes  them. 

With  Americans  on  the  move  and  many 
relocating  In  unfamiliar  places,  a  sense  of 


family  is  sought  in  church.  It  is  the  human¬ 
ness  that  makes  that  feeling  of  family. 

Make  newcomers  welcome!  God  gave 
His  Son  to  bring  humanness  to  religion. 
Can  we  do  less? 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Whitehall,  New  York 

I  was  insulted! 

To  the  Editor: 

What  an  insult  to  my  intelligence  by 
the  Council  of  Bishops! 

Bishop  Earl  Hunt,  the  council  presi¬ 
dent,  says,  "The  issue  (of  homosexuality) 
must  be  faced  squarely,”  and  we  “have  a 
right  to  demand  such  leadership”  (see 
UMR.  Nov.  27). 

It's  not  "the  actions  by  several  UM 
boards  and  agencies  proposing  changes 
in  current  positions  on  human  sexuality 
issues”  that  have  confused  me  as  much 
as  Bishop  Hunt’s  prose. 

I  am  confused  by  his  use  of  the  phrase 
"must  be  faced  squarely.”  He  must  be 
talking  about  a  crisis  of  numbers,  not  a 
moral  crisis.  I’m  confused. 

Again,  he  refers  to  leadership  by  the 
bishops.  I  thought  he  was  talking  about 
paying  "attention  to  the  very  obvious 
will  of  the  people."  That  doesn't  sound 
like  leadership  but  rather  trailing  along. 
I’m  confused. 

Even  more.  I  am  confused  by  the  disci¬ 
plinary  statements  he  defends  so  adamant¬ 
ly.  How  can  we  with  any  Integrity  say  to 
someone:  "You  are  a  person  of  worth  as  a 
homosexual,  but  because  you  are  a  homo¬ 
sexual,  you  are  unworthy  of  ordination." 

Yes,  Bishop  Hunt,  I'm  confused,  and  it 
sounds  like  you  are  also.  But  you've  been 
saying  what  you’re  saying  for  so  long, 
you  don't  see  the  confusion. 

integrity  would  demand— at  least— 
that  we  re  willing  to  admit  to  confusion 
and  improper  prioritizing.  Come  on.  We 


Welcome  to  readers  of  new  local  church  editions 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
about  750  member-families  of  the  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Arlington, 
Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence),  750  member-families  of  the  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Walton 
Beach,  Fla.  (Alabama /West  Florida  An¬ 
nual  Conference),  800  member-families 
of  the  Ingomar  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Annual  Conference)  and  250  member- 
families  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Sicily  Island,  La.  (Louisiana 
Annual  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  350  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 


tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general  religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 
the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Arlington,  Fort 
Walton  Beach,  Pittsburgh  and  Sicily  Is¬ 
land,  we  say,  "Welcome."  We  hope  you 
will  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative  and  that  you  will  join 
with  other  readers  in  providing  feedback 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor." 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again.  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter.” 


have  a  right  to  demand  leadership  at 
best  and  honesty  at  least. 

Elizabeth  Vernon 
Waterville,  Maine 

Bishops’  stand  heartens 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  heartening  to  read  in  the  Nov.  27 
Reporter  of  the  stand  taken  by  Bishop  Earl 
Hunt  and  strongly  supported  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops  at  its  fall  meeting  against  radi¬ 
cal  efforts  to  eliminate  all  references  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  to  fidelity  in  marriage 
and  celibacy  in  singleness  as  well  as  all 
prohibitions  against  ordination  of  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals. 

Equally  heartening  was  the  bishops' 
support  of  the  report  of  the  theological 
study  group  headed  by  Bishop  Hunt,  re¬ 
affirming  primacy  of  Scripture. 

Unfortunately,  even  the  clear-cut  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Discipline  as  it  is  now  word¬ 
ed  seems  inadequate  to  call  a  halt  to 
continuing  efforts  of  certain  left-wing  ele¬ 
ments  within  our  church  to  secure  ordina¬ 
tion  of  self-avowed  homosexual  people. 

Needless  to  say,  these  seem  to  be  the 
same  groups  that  are  loudly  protesting 
the  theological  statement  submitted  by 
the  study  group  headed  by  Bishop  Hunt. 

Concerned  members,  laity  and  clergy, 
of  the  Northern  Illinois  conference  who 
believe  that  we  cannot  continue  to  sit 
back  and  see  our  church  destroyed  by  a 
highly  publicized,  highly  vocal,  well-fi¬ 
nanced  minority  of  left-wing  radicals 
have  formed  an  organization  known  as 
"United  Methodist  Grass  Roots  in  Christ.” 

We  pray  for  God's  guidance  and  seek  the 
cooperation  of  concerned  United  Methodist 
Christians  throughout  our  conference  and 
beyond  in  excising  (I  am  tempted  but  will 
not  say  "exorcising")  this  cancer,  which  is 
destroying  our  denomination. 

Richard  J.  Lane 
Blue  Island,  Illinois 

Sunday  business  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  express 
serious  concern  and  to  enlist  concern 
about  the  recently  increased  seculariza¬ 
tion  of  Sunday.  That  has  resulted  (of  ne¬ 
cessity)  in  many  individuals  working  who 
might  otherwise  be  in  Sunday  school  and 
church  services  with  their  families. 

Does  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  a  position  on  the  matter? 

Would  patronage  of  Sunday-operating 
businesses  not  necessary  to  the  public 
welfare,  if  withdrawn  on  Sundays  by 
churchgoers,  not  at  least  be  a  witness  for 
the  church,  the  family  and  hence  the  na¬ 
tion— and  against  the  idol  of  mammon? 

Arthur  Robertson 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 


Marriage  provides  analogy 
for  relationship  with  Jesus 


By  ELAINE  BLANCHARD  BREWER 

I  first  met  my  husband  on  a  college 
campus  when  a  trusted  mutual  friend 
pointed  him  out  to  me.  She  said  she  had 
found  him  to  be  an 
interesting  person 
and  someone  worth 
getting  to  know. 

I  initiated  conver¬ 
sation  in  the  snack 
bar,  and,  in  time,  the 
two  of  us  shared  the 
same  circle  of 
friends.  We  cared  for  Elaine  Brewer 
each  other  while  we  shared  little  or  noth¬ 
ing  of  an  intimate  nature  for  several 
years. 

Distractions  fell  away,  and  we  found 
opportunities  to  get  to  know  each  other 
better.  As  we  learned  to  share,  we  al¬ 
lowed  in  the  relationship  a  new  power  to 
bind  us. 

We  continue  to  discover  selves 

We  married  and  later  experienced  the 
miraculous  event  of  giving  birth  to  a 
child.  After  14  years  of  growing  together, 
we  continue  to  discover  one  another  and 
new  dimensions  of  ourselves  as  one. 

As  I  reflect  upon  the  growth  patterns 
of  this  significant  relationship,  I  am 
made  aware  of  the  similarities  to  be 
found  in  my  relationship  with  Jesus. 

We  were  first  introduced  through  mu¬ 
tual  friends.  My  parents,  extended  fam¬ 
ily  and  members  of  the  church  bore 
witness  to  me  that  this  man,  Jesus,  was 
more  than  a  storybook  character. 

He  was  a  man  by  whom  they  attempt¬ 
ed  to  pattern  their  lives,  and  I  was  en¬ 
couraged  to  get  to  know  Him  for  my  own 
life’s  sake. 

Although  I  internalized  a  deep  respect 
for  the  majesty,  mystery  and  miracles  of 
Jesus,  there  were  many  years  when  I 
was  in  company  with  His  people  but  giv¬ 
ing  little  or  no  focus  to  His  reality  for 
my  own  life. 

While  considering  myself  a  member  of 


His  church,  I  did  nothing  for  His  sake.  I 
gave  Him  no  room  for  sharing  Himself 
with  me,  and  I  had  no  idea  of  what  a 
friend  He  could  be. 

Instead,  I  allowed  Jesus  to  be  a  flat 
and  colorless  figure,  kind  and  gentle  but 
a  man  among  many  heroes.  He  could 
have  no  effect  upon  my  own  story. 

Time  of  decisions  came 

Then  came  a  time  of  decisions  and 
profound  changes  in  which  I  had  my  eyes 
opened  to  the  precious  nature  of  life  as 
well  as  the  gift  of  love  within  it.  And  my 
interest  in  Jesus  was  awakened. 

He  was  a  man,  I  knew,  who  had  given 
everything  for  both  life  and  love.  I  began 
to  share  with  Him  my  desire  to  give 
more  of  myself  in  the  name  of  love,  and 
He  began  to  respond  by  giving  me  the 
grace  and  the  guidance  I  needed. 

Daily  I  looked  forward  to  coming  be¬ 
fore  Him,  to  being  blessed  by  the  light  of 
His  love  in  private  moments  together. 
Daily  I  searched  in  His  word,  looking  for 
deeper  images  of  this  man,  this  God,  who 
held  out  the  victory  for  me  personally. 

By  way  of  a  disciplined  prayer  life  and 
through  the  merciful  nature  of  Jesus 
himself,  I  have  found  Him  to  be  the  Cre¬ 
ator,  divine  Savior  and  the  most  intimate 
of  friends. 

The  relationships  that  have  grown  into 
exciting  and  mysterious  adventures  in 
my  life  are  the  ones  I  set  as  priorities, 
the  ones  I  commit  myself  to  nurturing 
with  love. 

I  realize  that  my  husband  might  hav£ 
found  another  wife  among  the  many! 
women  on  our  campus  years  ago.  But  be-! 
tween  myself  and  Jesus,  it  is  as  if  He! 
stands  alone,  patiently  waiting  for  my! 
focus  to  turn  toward  His  face. 

While  I.  though  unworthy,  have  re-! 
ceived  the  promise  of  His  abiding  love,: 
He  is  my  only  way  to  wholeness. 

Elaine  Blanchard  Brewer  is  a  member, 
of  the  Pinson/Bear  Creek  United  Meth-l 
odist  charge  in  Jackson.  Tenn.  (Memphis- 
Annual  Conference). 
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College  students  celebrate  transformation  of  Jubilee 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

"Once  in  every  fifty-year  cycle. 

there  m  u Ml  he  ii  time  of  liberty. 

Sloven  ore  releuneil  oml  their  loiul  in  re¬ 
turned  with  the  trumpetn  noumlinp .  .  . 
Jubilee!  Let  the  nlove  on tl  the  cuptire  po 
free . 

Jubilee!  Save  the  loud  oml  return  it  to 
me. 

Jubilee!  Let  people  nioml  in  their  ilipnity 
in  the  year  of  lioil'n  Jubilee!" 

—•  Jubilee"  by  Jim  Strathdee 

ST.  LOUIS— The  words  to  this  song 
summed  up  the  theme  of  “Jubilee  ’87,” 
the  National  United  Methodist  Gathering 
of  College  Students  Dec.  28-Jan  1. 

Nearly  900  participants— some  640 
students  and  160  campus  ministers— 
weathered  bitter  temperatures  and 
snowstorms  to  come  to  Jubilee  '87  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Young  people  from  UM-related  col¬ 
leges,  Wesley  Foundations  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organizations  from  around  the  world 
celebrated  the  birth  of  Christ  through 
prayer,  Bible  study  and  worship.  And 
they  renewed  their  commitment  to  carry 
the  Gospel  message  of  hope  and  whole¬ 
ness  to  an  aching  world. 

It  may  have  been  Christmas  vacation  for 
some,  but  the  program  booklet  resembled  a 
college  syllabus.  Students  participated  in  at 
least  100  workshops  and  plenary  sessions 
focusing  on  three  main  areas: 

•  leadership  and  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment; 

•  internationalization  and  social  is¬ 
sues; 

•  how  faith  relates  to  learning. 

Bishop  issues  ‘Call  to  Jubilee’ 

In  a  "Call  to  Jubilee,”  Bishop  Leontine 
T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area)  said, 
"As  we  celebrate  the  coming  of  Jesus, 
we  must  remember  that  Jesus  came  to 
live  out  the  theme  of  Jubilee.  He  came  to 
tell  us  that  not  only  is  it  possible,  but 
that  it  is  the  only  way. . . . 

"Jubilee  is  happening  in  South  Africa, 
a  country  that,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  has 
proclaimed  that  people  are  less  than  hu¬ 
man.  But  it's  happening.  Who  has  the 
right  to  determine  the  rights  of  God's 
people  anyway?”  she  asked. 

In  the  plenary  session  on  leadership 
and  spiritual  development,  participants 
were  stunned  to  hear  Princeton  campus 
minister  the  Rev.  Sue  Steffey  Morrow 
say  there  had  been  at  least  three  suicides 
on  her  campus  last  fall  and  that  she  had 
been  called  to  minister  to  a  student  who 
attempted  to  take  his  life. 

“How  do  you  hold  up  the  head  of  one 
who  is  throwing  up  his  life?"  she  said. 
"What  does  the  Lord  require  of  us  in  this 
tough  time  of  so  much  depression?  He 
requires  us  to  do  justice  and  to  walk 
gently  along  God's  side." 

She  told  the  audience  that  chaplains  and 
students  need  to  think  hard  how  they  can 
encourage  spiritual  development  through 
new  ways  of  using  the  scriptures,  prayer 
and  worship,  because  "these  three  are  a 
constant  in  the  life  of  the  spirit.” 

"Those  who  have  found  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  worship  bankrupt  should  not  give 
up,"  she  said.  "Create  a  way  the  spirit 
can  reach  you.  Find  a  place  where  God 
will  come,  and  you  will  be  strengthened. 


God  will  move  us  to  where  God  desires 
us  to  be.  The  life  of  the  spirit  is  not  an 
end  to  itself." 

Social  responsibility  essential 

In  a  plenary  session  introducing  the 
Leviticus  Jubilee  theme,  the  Rev.  Tex 
Sample,  a  professor  at  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  said  a  per¬ 
son  cannot  call  himself  or  herself  a  true 
Christian  unless  he  or  she  knows  that 
Christianity  means  social  responsibility. 

"Jubilee  legislation  is  based  on  a  pro¬ 
found  understanding  of  God— that  God  is 
sovereign  and  that  his  people  have  made 
a  covenant  with  Him,"  said  Dr.  Sample. 

"When  things  are  in  the  right  relation¬ 
ship  with  God  is  to  know  Him,  And  that 
means  to  do  justice,  to  be  in  the  right  re¬ 
lationship  to  God  and  neighbor." 

Another  speaker,  Methodist  Bishop 
Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  of  Brazil  (Rio  de  Ja¬ 
neiro  Area),  challenged  the  students  to 
"liberate  their  minds  and  look  at  a  diffi¬ 
cult  past." 

He  told  them  that  the  concept  of  Jubi¬ 
lee  means  understanding  the  relationship 
between  religion  and  the  world  economy. 

"In  Brazil,  85  million  people  face  star¬ 


vation;  12  million  of  those  are  children." 
he  said. 

"In  my  country,  25  million  people  are  il¬ 
literate.  This  year,  65  percent  of  the  whole 
population  earned  only  $100  per  month. 
And  just  recently,  our  minimum  salary 
has  fallen  to  less  than  $50  a  month. 

"The  present  circumstance  is  caused  by 
the  external  debt  crisis.  We  are  producing 
a  concentration  of  wealth  in  the  North 
(America)  and  poverty  in  the  South 
(America).  You  students  wil  provide  the 
brain  power  to  keep  this  process  going. 

That  knowledge  that  you  are  learning 
in  college  is  part  of  the  system  that  is 
causing  Third  World  people  to  suffer,” 
said  Bishop  Mattos. 

He  said  the  challenge  for  students  is  to 
invent  a  society  where  people  can  receive 
equality  and  freedom. 

The  year  '87  may  be  over  but  the  Jubi¬ 
lee  has  just  begun,  say  officials  of  the 
higher  education  and  ministries  board. 
Staff  members  hope  to  distribute  the  Ju¬ 
bilee  Bible  study  and  worship  resources 
to  United  Methodist  campus  ministers 
who  could  not  attend  and  hope  thereby  to 
spark  a  new  interest  in  the  denomination 
by  college  students. 


ST.  LOUIS— Students  representing  many  campuses  and  ethnic  origins  open  Jubilee  ’87,  marking  the  50th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  first  National  Methodist  Student  Conference.  reporter  staff  photo  by  denise  Johnson  stovall 


The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church 


40-year  success  story  continues 


EDITOR  S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a 
series  of  articles  highlighting  mission 
needs  and  projects  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  an  opportunity  to  support 
through  The  Advance— a  special  pro¬ 
gram  that  fosters  “partnership  in  mis¬ 
sions”  through  designated  giving. 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

and  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Reporter  Staff 

All  United  Methodist  churches  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  “go  the  first  mile.” 

They  do  that  by  supporting  denomina¬ 
tional  programs  through  the  payment  of 
their  World  Service  Fund  apportionment. 

In  addition,  for  almost  four  decades 
United  Methodists  and  their  predecessor 
denominations  have  had  the  opportunity 
to  "go  the  second  mile.” 

They  do  that  by  designating  gifts  be¬ 
yond  the  required  apportionment  to  ap¬ 
proved  “Advance  Special’’  mission 
projects. 

The  Rev.  William  T.  Carter,  director, 
said  The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church— as  the  program  is  officially 
known— is  increasingly  popular  among 
United  Methodists  because  it  is  entirely 
voluntary  and  because  churches  or  indi¬ 
viduals  can  designate  gifts  to  the  proj¬ 
ects)  of  their  choice. 

Beginning  with  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  continuing  through  1989, 
United  Methodism  will  celebrate  the 
40th  anniversary  of  The  Advance. 

During  its  first  fiscal  year,  1948-49,  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  The  Methodist 
Church  raised  $1.3  million  through  The 
Advance. 

In  the  ensuing  40  years,  almost  $500  mil¬ 
lion  has  been  raised  through  The  Advance 
to  support  missionaries,  build  churches, 
train  leaders,  tend  the  sick,  feed  the  starv¬ 
ing  and  proclaim  the  Gospel. 


A  slogan  used  by  The  Advance  says 
that  “no  gift  is  too  small.”  Almost  all 
projects  can  be  broken  down  into  compo¬ 
nents,  putting  financial  support  of  por¬ 
tions  of  projects  within  reach  of  almost 
any  United  Methodist. 

Because  administrative  costs  are  paid 
from  other  sources,  100  percent  of  mon¬ 
ey  given  through  The  Advance  goes  to 
support  the  designated  project. 

Advance  projects  range  from  providing 
scholarships  for  students  in  developing 
countries  to  train  for  the  ministry  or 
helping  people  learn  how  to  grow  enough 
food  to  be  self-sustaining  to  paying  sala¬ 
ries  for  mission  personnel  to  aid  refugees. 

A  catalog,  “Partnership  in  Missions,” 
is  available  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Service  Center,  7820 
Reading  Road,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45237. 
The  catalog  describes  briefly  some  2,000 
Advance  Special  projects  to  meet  mis¬ 
sion  needs  in  the  United  States  and  more 
than  100  countries  overseas. 

To  be  listed  in  the  catalog,  each  need  is 
first  identified  as  a  high  priority  by  the 
conference  in  which  it  is  located.  Then  it  is 
submitted  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  for  approval  by  the  appropriate 
section— World  Division,  National  Division 
or  UMCOR  (the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief)— of  the  board. 

The  projects  then  go  to  the  20-member 
Advance  Committee,  a  unit  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Ministries,  for  final  ap¬ 
proval  and  entry  into  the  next  edition  of 
the  Advance  catalog. 

During  the  Advance  Committee  meet¬ 
ing  in  December,  115  new  projects  repre¬ 
senting  $4.9  million  in  mission  needs 
were  approved. 

Final  approval  of  projects  suggested  for 
the  1989-90  church  program  year  will  be 
made  when  the  Advance  Committee  meets 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  Jan.  26-Feb.  1. 


Success  built 
on  4  factors 

“The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church”  was  created  in  1949  as  a 
Methodist  program  of  ‘‘spiritual 
faith  and  dedicated  stewardship  fol¬ 
lowing  World  War  II.” 

After  the  1949-52  quadrennium. 
The  Methodist  Church  decided  that 
The  Advance  would  be  a  regular,  on¬ 
going  part  of  the  denomination’s 
outreach.  In  its  first  40  years  it  has 
raised  almost  $500  million. 

Today,  through  The  Advance, 
United  Methodists  continue  to  pro¬ 
vide  "second  mile"  mission  giving 
(beyond  the  “first-mile”  basic  pro¬ 
grams  supported  through  the  World 
Service  Fund). 

Officials  say  The  Advance  is  pop¬ 
ular  with  United  Methodists  be¬ 
cause: 

1.  Projects  approved  for  Advance 
funding  are  self-determined  priori¬ 
ty  needs  of  others.  The  projects 
don’t  originate  with  general  church 
agencies.  They  originate  where  the 
projects  are  taking  place. 

2.  The  Advance  offers  personal 
involvement  in  mission.  Individuals 
and  congregations  can  make  their 
own  choices  about  programs  and 
projects  they  want  to  support.  This 
personal  involvement  produces  a 
sense  of  shared  mission  and  ministry. 

3.  The  Advance  offers  timely  and 
reliable  delivery  of  gifts.  All  monies 
are  sent  promptly  to  the  designated 
project. 

4.  The  Advance  sends  100  percent 
of  all  gifts  to  the  projects.  Adminis¬ 
trative  and  promotional  costs  are 
covered  by  other  funds. 


Mozambique  top  relief  priority 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Homeless,  hungry  people  in  the  African 
nation  of  Mozambique  continue  to  be  of 
top-priority  concern  for  United  Methodists. 

The  agency  seeking  to  meet  needs  of 
those  people  is  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief.  And  the  funding  route 
that  committee  uses  is  The  Advance. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  the  relief  agency’s 
top  official,  said  United  Methodist  giving 
to  address  emergency  situations  in  Mo¬ 
zambique,  northeastern  neighbor  of 
South  Africa,  passed  the  $1  million  mark 
during  1987,  with  $125,000  contributed 
last  year  alone. 

United  Methodists,  through  UMCOR, 
are  helping  displaced  people  in  the  war- 
torn  African  country  in  three  basic  ways: 
by  providing  food,  clothing  and  shelter. 

Mozambique  needs  UM  help 

Ms.  Kehrberg  told  the  Reporter  that 
more  than  4.6  million  of  Mozambique’s  14 
million  people  are  in  danger  of  starving. 

Last  fall,  an  additional  400,000  Mo¬ 
zambicans  fled  to  neighboring  Malawi, 
Zimbabwe  and  South  Africa  to  escape 
both  drought  and  terrorist  attacks  in 
their  nation. 

The  impact  on  the  nearly  40,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Mozambique  became  tragically  evident 
last  September  when  South  African- 
backed  RENAMO  guerrillas  (the  Mo¬ 
zambican  National  Resistance)  attacked 
a  UM-mission  station,  killing  at  least  16 
people  and  kidnapping  52  others. 

United  Methodist  missionaries  also  re¬ 
ported  that  the  "bandits.”  as  they  are 
commonly  called  in  Mozambique,  stole 
medicines  and  burned  buildings. 

The  "bandits”  seek  to  overthrow  the 
government  that  replaced  Mozambique’s 


Portuguese  colonial  rulers  in  1975. 

Then,  in  October  and  November,  rebels 
were  responsible  for  still  more  kill¬ 
ings  of  civilians,  said  Ms.  Kehrberg.  A 
Mozambique  television  station  reported 
at  least  373  people  died  in  six  weeks  in 
three  major  attacks  in  the  same  area  (see 
UMR.  Sept.  4  and  25  and  Nov.  6.) 

Another  attack  occurred’ 

"In  the  face  of  this  tragedy.  UMCOR 
responded  in  November  with  a  food  ship¬ 
ment  to  Mozambique. "  Ms.  Kehrberg 
said.  "But  another  attack  occurred,  this 
time  to  one  of  the  convoys  70  miles  out¬ 
side  the  capital  city  of  Maputo  This  di¬ 
rectly  affected  assistance  given  by 
UMCOR,  because  one  of  the  destroyed 
vehicles  contained  UMCOR  resources 
and  supplies 

"Buses  and  trucks  were  attacked  by 
the  bandits,  and  the  food  was  burned. 
UMCOR  has  tried  to  send  more  food,  but 
it  has  not  reached  the  country.” 

Chadreque  J.  Mujongue,  treasurer  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  manager  of  its  emergency  re¬ 
lief  program,  reports  that  no  deaths 
were  involved  in  those  attacks. 

Although  the  UMCOR  shipment  of 
food  was  destroyed,  Ms.  Kehrberg  said 
$125,000  worth  of  medical  supplies  did 
arrive  and  was  distributed. 

"But  the  need  continues,"  she  said. 
"The  church  needs  to  know  how  desper¬ 
ate  the  situation  is  down  there.  Other  av¬ 
enues  will  be  used  to  ship  other  food  and 
relief  supplies,  so  we  desperately  need 
the  funds  to  send  these  supplies." 

Individuals  or  church  groups  that  wish 
to  respond  through  The  Advance  to  the 
crisis  in  Mozambique  may  send  gifts  to 
their  annual  conference  treasurer  desig¬ 
nated  for  project  number  Mozambique 
No.  156500. 


UM  layman  ‘adopts’  imprisoned  Chinese  priests  as  project 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

For  four  years,  a  29-year-old  United 
Methodist  from  Signal  Mountain,  Tenn., 
has  campaigned  to  free  Roman  Catholic 
priests  imprisoned  in  China  for  refusing 
to  break  ties  with  the  Vatican. 


His  contention  that  the  priests  have 
been  imprisoned  unfairly  is  corroborated 
by  at  least  one  major  international  hu¬ 
man-rights  organization. 

Some  of  his  other  claims  about  lack  of 
religious  freedom  in  China  are  denied, 
however,  by  a  veteran  United  Methodist 
observer  of  China. 

John  Davies,  who  has  never  set  foot  in 
China,  started  Free  The  Fathers,  a  non¬ 
profit,  non-denominational  organization, 
after  reading  of  a  1983  trial  of  four  elderly 
Jesuits.  The  trial  resulted  in  their  already 
lengthy  prison  terms  being  extended. 

"At  that  time  they  were  about  the 
same  age  as  my  late  grandmother,"  Mr. 
Davies  told  the  Reporter.  "It  seemed 
horrible  that  priests  could  still  be  im¬ 
prisoned  for  religious  beliefs." 

Started  in  parents’  house 

When  he  learned  from  Roman  Catholic 


n  Christ- 
Centered 
Partnership 


Those  churches  requesting  a  visit  from  the  missionary  in  residence  are  in  for  a  rare 
treat— a  spirited  pair  of  missionaries!  Ruth  Anne  and  Bill  Zimmerman  began  their  mission 
careers  in  1954  and  worked  in  numerous  Asian  countries— Malaya  and  Singapore, 
Indonesia,  Taiwan,  and  Singapore  again. 

An  accomplished  musician  who  performs  as  well  as  leaches,  Ruth  Anne  was  a  soprano 
with  the  Singapore  Symphony  Orchestra  and  the  United  Methodist  Choir.  Her  primary 
work,  however,  was  teaching  at  the  International  School  there. 

Bill  was  director  of  church  music  at  Trinity  Theological  College  where  he  conducted 
the  touring  choir;  he  also  directed  the  Singapore  Symphony  Chorus,  the  United  Methodist 
and  the  Anglo-Chinese  (Methodist)  Junior  College  Choirs. 

Ruth  Anne  and  Bill  have  had  many  opportunities  to  evangelize  through  music  in  their 
choral  workshops  held  throughout  Southeast  Asia.  They  are  a  popular  duo  whose  work 
has  been  widely  praised  and  sought. 

The  Zimmermans’  commitment  is  multiplied  many  times  over  by  their  colleagues  on 
the  field,  and  they  all  need  your  support— $6  million  in  1987.  To  discover  how  you  can 
assist  these  missionaries,  contact  your  Conference  Secretary  of  Global  Ministries  or  write 
to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room  1314,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
New  York,  NY  10115. 


World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


officials  in  this  country  that  no  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  church  was  working  in  the 
priests’  behalf,  he  started  his  own,  using 
a  spare  bedroom  in  his  parents’  house  as 
an  office. 

Today,  Free  The  Fathers  links  its 
mostly  Roman  Catholic  membership  of 
3,500  via  a  bimonthly  newspaper. 

The  organization  is  still  almost  a  one- 
man  operation.  Mr.  Davies  is  the  only 
paid  employee.  He  began  drawing  $1,000 
a  month  salary  in  September  after  he 
left  an  advertising  agency  job  and  began 
working  full  time  for  Free  The  Fathers. 

Mr.  Davies  is  a  member  of  First-Cen¬ 
tenary  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  just  five  miles  south  of  Signal 
Mountain. 

The  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame,  senior 
minister,  describes  him  as  "a  level-head¬ 
ed  fellow  . . .  who  has  a  very  deep  sensi¬ 
tivity  for  persons." 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  James  Nieder- 
geses  of  Nashville,  on  Free  The  Fathers' 
12-member  advisory  board,  praises  its 
non-Catholic  founder. 

"He’s  a  very  religious  man,  and  he  re¬ 
spects  our  religious  freedom,”  Bishop 
Niedergeses  said. 

Senator,  congressman  support 

Free  The  Fathers'  advisory  board  in¬ 
cludes  other  Roman  Catholic  officials 
and  prominent  political  figures.  Those 
include  such  non-Catholics  as  U.S.  Rep. 
Jack  F.  Kemp,  R-N.Y.,  a  candidate  for 
the  Republican  presidential  nomination, 
and  U.S.  Sen.  Claibourne  deB.  Pell,  D- 
R.I.,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Foreign  Re¬ 
lations  committee. 

The  effort  is  funded  by  contributions, 
Mr.  Davies  said.  Most  of  the  $60,000  re¬ 
ceived  in  1987  was  spent  for  postage, 
printing  and  telephone  calls.  He  estimates 
spending  about  $5,000  of  his  own  funds  to 
subsidize  the  effort  since  its  inception. 

"Our  only  goal  is  to  have  these  priests 
released  and  to  be  able  to  freely  practice 
their  religion,”  he  said.  "These  people 
have  really  been  forgotten.  People  don’t 
understand  that  Christians  in  China  are 
still  being  persecuted.” 

Mr.  Davies  recently  testified  to  the 
Senate  Foreign  Relations  Committee 
that  very  little  progress  has  been  made 
on  religious  rights  in  China. 

"We  cannot  settle  for  the  reopening  of 
a  few  show  churches  for  foreign  tour¬ 
ists,"  he  said  in  his  testimony. 


The  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Carroll,  a  China 
specialist  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world  mission  board,  disagrees 
with  that  characterization. 

"Despite  the  fact  that  China  is  a  totally 
different  society  from  ours,”  he  said,  “the 
church  there  is  not  only  alive  but  thriving.” 

Mr.  Carroll  said  his  22  trips  to  China 
have  convinced  him  that  worship  ser¬ 
vices  there  are  genuine  expressions  of 
the  vibrancy  of  the  church. 

"I  don’t  know  of  any  churches  in  China 
that  are  open  for  ‘show,’  ”  he  said. 

Priests  political  detainees 

The  United  Methodist  official  said  the 
priests  were  detained  for  political  reasons 
dating  to  a  historic  break  with  the  Vatican 
in  1949.  That  was  when  Pope  Pius  XII  de¬ 
clared  that  any  Roman  Catholics  cooper¬ 
ating  with  the  communist  government  of 
Mao  Zedong  would  be  ex-communicated. 

Mr.  Carroll  said  the  political  issue, 
rather  than  a  religious  issue,  led  to  the 
imprisonment  of  the  priests. 

He  said  Patriotic  Catholic  Bishop  Mi¬ 
chael  Fu  Tieshan  recently  acknowledged 
the  problem,  saying,  "It  breaks  my  heart 
to  see  some  of  my  own  colleagues  are  in 
prisons,  but  they  violated  the  law.” 

Chinese  officials  also  deny  the  charge 
of  religious  persecution. 

Zheng  Wanzhen,  press  counselor  for 
the  Chinese  Embassy  in  Washington,  said 
the  country’s  constitution  provides  for 
religious  freedom  through  independent 
church  organizations  such  as  the  Chinese 
Patriotic  Catholic  Association.  It  has  no 
ties  to  the  Vatican  or  to  the  pope. 

Mr.  Davies  said  the  association  is  a 
propaganda  front  set  up  by  the  Chinese 
government’s  Religious  Affairs  Bureau. 

"Most  lay  Catholics  do  not  support  it,” 
he  said. 

A  1987  report  from  Amnesty  Interna¬ 
tional,  a  human-rights  monitoring  agen¬ 
cy,  said  many  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
were  arrested  because  they  refused  to 
cooperate  with  the  government-ap¬ 
proved  Patriotic  Association  or  forswear 
allegiance  to  the  pope. 

Amnesty  International  said  many  reli¬ 
gious  leaders— both  Roman  Catholic  and 
Protestant— have  been  jailed  in  China 
since  the  1950s. 

Amnesty  International  official  Estrel- 
lita  Jones  said  it  is  impossible  to  obtain 
reliable  information  about  how  many 
people  are  in  prison  in  China  for  reli¬ 


John  Davies,  a  29-year-old  United  Methodist  from  Signal  Mountain, 
Tenn.,  is  leading  a  campaign  to  free  Chinese  Roman  Catholic  priests  im¬ 
prisoned  in  China  for  refusing  to  break  ties  with  the  Vatican.  He  calls  their 
detainment  a  violation  of  religious  freedom. 


gious  reasons. 

“The  ones  we  know  about  are  only  the 
tip  of  iceberg,”  Ms.  Jones  said. 

Mr.  Davies  estimates  up  to  100  priests 
are  being  detained  in  China,  many  for 
long  prison  terms. 

Project  ‘comes  a  long  way’ 

Free  The  Fathers  has  come  a  lohg  way 
since  Mr.  Davies’  first  project— a  request 
to  officials  of  Chattanooga  to  ask  officials 
in  their  China  “sister  city”  of  Wuxi  to  in¬ 
tercede  on  behalf  of  the  priests. 

Chattanooga  officials  refused,  not 
wishing  to  jeopardize  the  special  rela¬ 
tionship  developing  between  the  two  cit¬ 
ies,  Mr.  Davies  said. 

The  Chattanooga-Wuxi  relationship  is 
one  of  44  “informal”  sister-city  agree¬ 
ments  listed  in  “The  China  Business  Re¬ 
view,”  according  to  a  U.S.  Department 
of  Commerce  official  who  asked  not  to 
be  identified. 

The  official  said  the  agreements  are 
often  commerce-oriented  and  emphasize 
visits  by  official  delegations  as  well  as 
cultural  and  academic  exchanges. 

Since  that  first  project,  Mr.  Davies  has 
gone  on  to  hold  talks  with  senators,  con¬ 
gressional  representatives  and  State  De¬ 
partment  officials  and  has  organized  a 
protest  outside  the  gates  of  the  Chinese 
embassy. 

He  said  his  sources  of  information  in¬ 


clude  international  Roman  Catholic  pub¬ 
lications  reporting  on  China  as  well  as 
individuals  in  the  Far  East  People  regu¬ 
larly  send  him  clippings  out  of  the 
"South  China  Morning  Post,"  he  said. 

His  influence  seems  to  be  growing. 
After  he  testified  Sept.  17  before  the  Sen¬ 
ate  Foreign  Relations  Committee,  Sen. 
Jesse  Helms,  R-N.C.,  criticized  the  U.S. 
State  Department  for  not  pressing  hard¬ 
er  for  release  of  the  priests. 

And  Mr.  Kemp  issued  a  mid-December 
letter  highlighting  the  case  of  Bishop  Ig¬ 
natius  Gong  Pin-mei,  under  virtual  house 
arrest  at  the  home  of  the  Patriotic  Asso¬ 
ciation  bishop  in  Shanghai. 

The  87-year-old  Bishop  Gong  is  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  Vatican  as  the  legitimate 
Roman  Catholic  bishop  in  Shanghai.  He 
was  released  from  a  prison  cell  in  1985, 
but  his  movement  is  restricted,  and  he  is 
considered  a  “criminal  under  surveil¬ 
lance"  by  Chinese  government  officials, 
said  Ms.  Jones  of  Amnesty  International. 

Mr.  Davies  said  the  bishop  “is  trotted 
out  for  ceremonial  occasions."  He  said 
Bishop  Gong  is  not  allowed  to  see  foreign 
visitors  alone,  and  no  one  is  allowed  to 
hold  substantive  conversations  with  him. 

Reports  of  religous  repression  in  Chi¬ 
na  continue  to  come  from  members  of  a 
large  “underground  church”  there  that 
filters  information  out  through  Hong 
Kong  to  the  world,  he  said. 


Zany  UM  singers  thrive 
on  taking  playful  pokes 
at  politically  powerful 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

This  ivholc  tcorld  is  round  as  a  ball; 
there's  only  one  side  to  it. 

R  e  kill  the  world  when  ice  build  a  wall; 
ice  drit'e  a  barrier  through  it. 

(from  ‘Take  the  Barriers  Down."  by  The 
Montana  Logging  and  Ballet  Company) 

A  UM-sponsored  missions  meeting  last 
March  turned  out  to  be  literally  a  '’rec¬ 
ord-making"  event. 

"Take  the  Barriers  Down,”  the  first  al¬ 
bum  recorded  by  The  Montana  Logging 
and  Ballet  Company  singing  group,  was 
an  unanticipated  byproduct  of  the  Global 
Gathering  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  album’s  recent  release  by  the  quar¬ 
tet— whose  zany  performing  style  matches 
its  off-the-wall  name  (one  observer  labeled 
it  “the  Kingston  Trio  under  the  tutelage  of 
Art  Buchwald”)— climaxed  a  plan  bom  af¬ 
ter  the  group  sang  the  title  song  for  Angli¬ 
can  Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu  of  South 
Africa.  He  was  the  main  speaker  for  the 
missions  event  sponsored  by  the  UM  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Like  all  the  group’s,  songs,  “Take  the 
Barriers  Down”  has  a  message.  This  one: 
Apartheid  in  South  Africa  is  but  one  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  separation  among  people 
everywhere  that  should  concern  us  all. 

A  member  of  the  group,  the  Rev. 
Stephen  Gamaas-Holmes,  a  34-year-old 
United  Methodist  minister  whose  full¬ 
time  occupation  is  being  pastor  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  in  Big  Fork,  Mont.,  wrote  the 
song  especially  for  the  occasion. 

Archbishop  Tutu  “got  very  excited” 
when  he  heard  the  song,  recalled  group 
member  and  part-time  political  consul¬ 
tant.  Bob  FitzGerald.  “That  got  us  to 
thinking,"  he  said. 

Mr.  FitzGerald  also  serves  as  the 
group’s  business  manager.  That’s  becom¬ 
ing  an  increasingly  active  role  in  light  of 
four-a-month  bookings,  mostly  for  “con¬ 
vention-type"  meetings,  he  said. 

But  the  idea  to  make  a  recording 
didn’t  jell.  Mr.  FitzGerald  said,  until  the 
four  were  watching  a  TV  newscast  of  the 
missions  gathering. 

"They  were  asking  participants  what 
they’d  learned  from  the  event,”  he  said. 

When  the  interviewer  came  to  a  black 
African  woman,  he  continued,  she  spoke 
of  numerous  things  that  she  appreciated 
about  the  meeting  of  some  4,000  United 
Methodists  from  around  the  world. 

“But  what  I  really  learned,”  Mr. 
FitzGerald  quoted  her  as  saying,  “is  that 
we’ve  got  to  take  the  barriers  down.” 


Heard  words  come  back  to  them 

Hearing  their  words  come  back  to 
them  like  that  "touched  us  so  deeply"  that 
the  four  of  them  knew  they  had  to  share 
their  message  with  as  many  people  as 
possible,  the  44-year-old  performer  said. 

“I  went  out  and  raised  $20,000  in  Hele¬ 
na,  Mont.,  to  form  Upstream  Records  to 
produce  the  album,"  Mr.  FitzGerald  said. 

One  dollar  from  each  album  sale  is  to 
go  to  a  group  in  South  Africa  that  helps 
free  detained  children,  he  said. 

“We  just  sent  the  first  $500,"  he  noted, 
expressing  hope  that  there  would  be  a  lot 
more  to  come  via  album  sales. 

His  description  of  the  group,  which 
mixes  its  music  with  social  satire  and 
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CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  needed  for 
growing  1.400-member  church  Will  coordinate 
educational  programs  for  preschool  through  adult. 
•\  degree  in  Christian  education  and  experience 
preferred  Inquire  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1510  Furman  Rd  .  Jacksonville.  FL  32217 
or  (9041 733-8477 


ECUMENICAL  CHURCHES.  Berkeley.  Calif,  an 
nounccs  ministry  position  with  mentally  ill  home¬ 
less.  starting  summer  1988.  Responsibility  direct 
pastoral  services.  Qualifications  theological  train¬ 
ing.  experience:  ecumenical  sensitivity  Ordination 
prelerred  Responsible  to  committee  of  clergy,  la¬ 
ity  trained  professionals  Salary  benefits:  mid- 
$30,000  range  Submit  application:  Homeless 
Chaplain  Search,  c  o  First  Congregational  Church, 
2345  Channing  Way.  Berkeley.  CA  94704.  Direct 
questions  Professor  DeMarinis.  (415)  525-8513. 
Deadline  March  30.  1988 


THE  I  LIFE  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  Denver. 
Co  is  seeking  applications  for  a  new  faculty  posi¬ 
tion  in  evangelism  This  position  is  established  for 
a  minimum  of  a  three-year  term  Candidates 
should  have  appropriate  academic  and  profession¬ 
al  qualifications  Iliff  is  an  equal  opportunity,  af¬ 
firmative  action  employer  In  order  to  insure  the 
lullcst  consideration  applicants  should  submit 
complete  dossiers  no  later  than  15  February.  1988 
to  Dana  Wilbanks.  Chair  Evangelism  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology.  2201  S.  Uni- 
:ity  Boulevard  Denver.  CO  80210. 


DIRECTOR-  Woodlands  United  Methodist  Church 
early  childhood  school  BA  or  B  S  required.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Box  7535.  Wood¬ 
lands  TX  77387-7535 


ENIOR  CITIZEN  RETIREMENT  FACILITY 
Tampa  Fla  Wanted  experienced  person  to  devel¬ 
op  social  services,  resident  programs.  Social  ser¬ 
vices  training  and  geriatrics  experience  needed 
Applv  First  UMC.  1001  N  Fla  Ave .  Tampa.  FL 
33602  (813)229-6511 


I*()SITION  OPENING  Conference  Treasurer  and 
Dirwtor  of  Financial  Affairs  of  the  Western  Penn- 
Ivama  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Resumes  and  inquiries  should  be  sent  to  The  Rev 
Arnold  Rhodes  2  Center  St .  Oil  City.  PA  16301 


playful  pokes  at  the  politically  powerful: 

“We’re  imperfect  guys  with  an  imper¬ 
fect  message  for  an  imperfect  world. 
But  we’re  all  on  a  journey,  trying  to 
make  a  difference.” 

There  is  one  earth,  one  life ,  one  blood. 

We  come  from  one  another. 

We  only  die  when  tee  try  to  lire 
separate  from  each  other. 

(“Take  the  Barriers  Down") 

The  Global  Gathering  encounter  with 
Archbishop  Tutu  was  doubly  meaningful 
for  another  member  of  The  Montana 
Logging  and  Ballet  Company 

Tim  Holmes,  Steve’s  32-year-old  broth¬ 
er,  is  a  metql  sculptor.  As  part  of  his 
group’s  performance  at  the  Global  Gath¬ 
ering,  he  presented  one  of  his  works,  en¬ 
titled  “I  Shot  an  Angel  by  Mistake,"  to 
the  South  African  church  leader. 

"That  was  the  high  point  of  my  life,” 
the  younger  Mr.  Holmes  said.  “Bishop 
Tutu  is  an  idol  to  me.  He’s  accomplishing 
on  a  giant  scale  what  I’m  trying  to  do  on 
a  tiny  scale.” 

Tim  Holmes  noted  that  he  and  his 
brother  “grew  up  in  a  family  of  minis¬ 
ters."  Their  father,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Holmes,  is  pastor  of  St.  Paul’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Helena,  and  Steve  is 
the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  to  en¬ 
ter  the  United  Methodist  ministry. 

Sculpturing,  music  are  ministry 

His  sculpturing  and  music  are  his  min¬ 
istry,  said  Tim,  who  with  his  brother 
wrote  all  the  songs  on  the  group’s  album. 

"I  want  to  make  people  feel,”  Tim 
said,  "...  especially  our  pain  at  being 
separated  from  one  another.  The  more 
we  can  feel  and  acknowledge  our  pain, 
the  more  loving  we  become.” 

Apartheid  is  no  foreign  sin 
that  makes  us  build  the  wall. 

It's  our  own  fear  from  deep  within; 
it  feeds  upon  us  all. 

Find  it  in  South  Africa, 
or  many  foreign  nations, 

UM  center 
opens  gym 
to  homeless 

PHOENIX,  Ariz. — Why  should  a  big, 
carpeted  gym  in  a  United  Methodist 
community  center  go  vacant  at  night 
when  people  are  without  places  to  stay? 

With  that  question  as  the  starting  point, 
UM  officials  in  this  desert  city— mecca  to 
thousands  of  homeless  people— opened  the 
gym  the  week  before  Christmas. 

Volunteers  from  Phoenix-area 
churches— United  Methodist,  Presbyteri¬ 
an  and  Mormon  so  far— provide  supervi¬ 
sion,  blankets,  towels  for  showers,  coffee 
and  occasionally  donuts. 

The  emergency  housing  is  only  tempo¬ 
rary  until  Wesley  Community  Center’s 
board  decides  whether  to  continue  it. 
Louisa  Stark,  director  of  the  city’s  Con¬ 
sortium  for  the  Homeless,  said  the  open¬ 
ing  “is  an  incredible  help." 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix,  Ariz., 
Area)  said,  “I’m  quite  excited  to  see  that 
our  churches  are  involved  in  this  pro¬ 
gram,  particularly  at  this  time  of  year. 
...  I  hope  our  churches  can  continue  to 
be  involved  with  people  who  are  in  need 
throughout  the  year.” 

This  article  is  based  on  one  from  the 
Desert  Southwest  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 
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Together,  they,  go  under  the  improbable  name  of  The  Montana  Logging 
and  Ballet  Company,  an  instrumental  and  singing  group.  Individually  the 
four  United  Methodists  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  Steve  Garnaas-Holmes,  Tim 
Holmes,  Bob  FitzGerald  and  Rusty  Harper.  One  dollar  from  each  sale  of 
the  group’s  new  album  is  to  go  to  a  group  in  South  Africa  that  helps  free  de¬ 
tained  children. 


or  in  your  heart  or  your  neighborhood, 
or  on  the  reservations. 

(“Take  the  Barriers  Down”) 

Montana  Logging  and  Ballet  Company 
member  Rusty  Harper,  40,  said  he  also 
regards  himself  as  being  in  ministry 
through  his  involvement  with  the  group, 
which  traces  its  origins  to  the  1960s  when 
he  and  Bob  were  students  at  UM-related 
Rocky  Mountain  College  in  Billings,  Mt. 

Mr.  Harper,  whose  wife,  Pat  Callbeck 
Harper,  is  an  elected  director  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  graduat¬ 
ed  from  seminary  but  never  pursued 
ordination.  He  works  full  time  for  the 
Montana  Department  of  Labor. 

"I  see  my  ministry  as  music  and  poli¬ 
tics,"  Mr.  Harper  said. 

Along  with  his  rambunctious  fellow 
group  members,  he  might  have  included 
“humor."  Asked  about  the  origin  of  the 
name,  "The  Montana  Logging  and  Ballet 
Company,”  he  said,  "Our  dancing  part¬ 
ners  always  cut  us  down." 


More  seriously,  he  explained,  the 
group  called  itself  “The  People  Tree” 
until  1980. 

The  new  name  “doesn’t  allow  people 
to  categorize  us,"  he  said.  “We  don’t  do 
just  one  kind  of  music  or  deal  with  one 
kind  of  topic.” 

The  group’s  purpose,  Mr.  Harper  said, 
is  to  "communicate  hope.”  That’s  done, 
he  said,  by  “poking  fun”  at  social 
forces— people  and  political  processes— 
that  are  powerful  and  destructive. 

“We  try  to  show  that  there  are  always 
other  alternatives,”  Mr.  Harper  said. 

For  Christians,  he  said,  such  hope  is 
based  on  the  faith  that  history  is  in  God’s 
hands.  “As  Christians,  we  don’t  despair. 
Each  of  us  has  more  than  one  role  to 
play,”  Mr.  Harper  said.  “In  God’s 
scheme  of  things,  we  are  not  powerless.” 

He  added,  “That  was  the  message  we 
got  from  Archbishop  Tutu:  Hope  pro¬ 
duces  hopeful  actions,  and  hopeful  ac¬ 
tions  validate  our  hope.” 


the  church  today 


Social-issues  magazine 
has  new  design,  name 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— Featuring 
an  unusual  cover  interpretation  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  “cross  and  flame”  sym¬ 
bol,  the  denomination’s  national 
social-issues  magazine  introduces  in  Jan¬ 
uary  a  new  design  and  name. 

Now  entitled  “Christian  Social  Action” 
and  featuring  a  news  magazine  format, 
the  monthly  publication  succeeds  the  di¬ 
gest-sized  "Engage/Social  Action."  Lee 
Ranck,  a  staff  executive  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  which  pub¬ 
lishes  the  magazine,  continues  as  editor. 

Christian  action  agency 
honors  Carolina  editor 

COLUMBIA,  S.C.— The  South  Carolina 
Christian  Action  Council,  a  coalition  of 
18  denominations,  will  present  its  1988 
award  for  “exemplary  service  in  church 
and  society  or  ecumenism"  to  Maryneal 
Jones,  editor  of  the  “South  Carolina 
Christian  Advocate.” 

Council  officials  said  Ms.  Jones  for  the 
past  decade  has  been  a  prophetic  voice 
for  social,  community  and  ecumenical 
concerns.  She  has  announced  her  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  newspaper  in  1988. 

SMU  trustees  exceed 
$1.7  million  goal 

DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  41 -member  Board  of  Trustees,  in¬ 
cluding  three  United  Methodist  bishops, 
met  a  self-imposed  Dec.  31  deadline  as 
they  reached  into  their  own  pockets  for 
more  than  $1.7  million  to  pay  all  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  school’s  “pay-for-play”  ath¬ 
letic  scandal. 

Three  final-day  contributors  topped 
the  hoped-for  amount,  said  SMU  public 
relations  officer  Ann  Abbas.  She  told  the 
Reporter  extra  funds  will  be  used  for  ac- 
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PHOENIX,  Ariz.— A  volunteer  from  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Mesa,  Ariz.,  dispenses  coffee  to  a  homeless  man  at  the  Wesley  Community 
Center  gym  in  Phoenix. 

Chinese  dedicate 
printing  plant 
for  new  Bibles 

From  Religious  News  Service 
Chinese  Christians  recently  dedicated 
a  Bible  printing  plant  in  Nanjing. 

The  press  is  the  project  of  the  Amity 
Foundation,  a  social-service  organization 
founded  in  1985  by  Chinese  Christians. 

Dedication  of  the  $7.3  million  plant 
was  attended  by  more  than  200  people  in¬ 
cluding  Christians  from  nine  countries. 

Diane  Allen,  United  Methodist  mission 
intern  in  Hong  Kong,  was  in  the  group. 
Also  present  were  government  officials 
and  representatives  of  Christian  organi¬ 
zations  in  China. 

Since  1981,  2.9  million  Bibles  have 
been  printed  in  China,  but  the  Amity 
Press  is  the  first  and  only  plant  to  give 
priority  to  printing  the  Bible  and  other 
religious  literature. 

Christian  organizations  throughout  the 
world  donated  $6  million  through  the 
United  Bible  Societies  to  purchase  equip¬ 
ment  from  Britain,  West  Germany,  Italy 
and  Japan. 

The  China  Program  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  donated  $50,000.  Attempts  to  raise 
additional  funds  through  the  United 
Methodist  Advance  Special  giving  pro¬ 
gram  have  been  unsuccessful. 

Housed  in  a  two-story  building,  the 
press  employs  140  people  and  has  a  ca¬ 
pacity  to  print  half  a  million  Bibles  a 
yea  t. 

The  first  order  for  100,000  Bibles  was 
placed  by  the  China  Christian  Council, 
representing  China’s  3  million  Protes¬ 
tants.  The  council’s  president,  the  Rev. 
K.  H.  Ting,  presented  one  of  the  first  Bi¬ 
bles  off  the  press  to  the  Rev.  Oswald  C. 

J.  Hoffmann,  president  of  United  Bible 
Societies. 

“The  Bible  is  an  important  book  for  all 
of  humanity,”  said  Bishop  Ting. 


ademic  purposes. 

SMU  trustees  voted  unanimously  Dec. 
17  to  raise  the  money  among  themselves 
to  put  to  rest  worries  of  students  and 
prospective  donors  that  their  tuition  and 
gifts  would  be  used  to  help  pay  scandal- 
related  expenses. 

January  conference  scheduled 
on  'Christianizing’  techniques 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.  (UMNS)- 
Will  techniques  for  Christianizing  people 
of  Africa  work  equally  well  in  Asia  and 
Latin  America? 

Participants  in  a  global  United  Meth¬ 
odist  consultation  on  evangelism  will  de¬ 
bate  the  question  at  St.  Simons  Island 
Jan.  17-21. 

The  World  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  is  assembling  70  peo¬ 
ple  to  share  “this  works  for  us"  information 
with  U.S.  church-growth  experts. 

The  Rev.  Philip  A.  Potter,  teacher  at 
United  Theological  College  of  the  West 
Indies  in  Jamaica  and  former  general 
secretary  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  will  give  the  only  address, 
speaking  on  the  conference  theme  "Into 
All  the  World." 

Methodist  Hospital  chaplain 
to  head  national  organization 

HOUSTON— The  Rev  Julian  Byrd, 
manager  of  pastoral  service  and  educa¬ 
tion  at  the  Methodist  Hospital  in  Hous¬ 
ton.  has  been  chosen  president-elect  of 
the  Association  for  Clinical  Pastoral 
Education. 

The  4.000-member  group  elected  Mr. 
Bryd  during  its  annual  meeting  in  Phila¬ 
delphia. 

The  association  accredits  clinical  pasto¬ 
ral  education  programs  in  hospitals  and 
other  institutions  that  use  clergy  services. 
It  also  provides  experience-based  theo¬ 
logical  education  for  clergy  of  all  faiths. 


UM  churches  bloom 
in  East,  West  Germany 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Both  kinds  of  United  Methodists  in 
Germany— the  German-speaking  natives 
and  the  English-speaking  transients— 
are  doing  well,  according  to  reports  by 
recent  visitors  to  West  Germany  and  to 
communist-dominated  East  Germany. 

The  intermixture  of  United  Methodists  in 
Germany  is  shown  in  the  denomination’s 
1987  World  Service  promotional  audiovisu¬ 
al  resource,  “No  Longer  Strangers.” 

Featured  in  that  24-minute  videotape  is 
the  Rev.  William  D.  “Dan”  Franks,  a  re¬ 
tired  UJS.  Air  Force  chaplain.  For  the  past 
two  years  he  has  coordinated  a  program 
that  helps  the  50,000  English-speaking 
Methodists  living  in  West  Germany  identi¬ 
fy  with  their  Methodist  heritage. 

“No  Longer  Strangers”  also  features 
U.S.  citizens  living  in  West  Germany  who 
have  been  assisted  by  the  programs  as 
well  as  volunteer  point-of -contact  people. 
They  identify  people  with  Methodist  roots 
and  invite  them  to  church. 

Mixture  of  civilians,  military 

The  English-speaking  community  in 
Germany  is  made  up  primarily  of  diplo¬ 
mats,  students,  military  personnel,  retir¬ 
ees  and  business  people  from  the  United 
States,  United  Kingdom  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Franks’  ministry  is  supported  fi¬ 
nancially  (approximately  $55,000  per 
year)  by  three  UM  denominational  agen¬ 
cies— General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  and  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  $20,000  each  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  $15,000. 

The  ministry  provides  a  quarterly 
newsletter,  conferences  and  retreats,  the 
point-of-contact  program  and  a  coordi¬ 
nating  council. 

The  coordinating  council,  made  up  of 
German  and  American  representatives, 
is  chaired  by  Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher 
of  Frankfurt,  Germany  (Central  Confer¬ 
ence  in  the  Federal  Republic  of  German 
and  West  Berlin). 

Team  visits  Germany 

A  six-member  team  representing  the 
three  participating  denominational  agen¬ 
cies  recently  visited  Mr.  Franks. 

Mary  Weathers  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
one  of  two  representing  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry, 
told  the  Reporter  that  most  American 
United  Methodists  in  Germany  attend 
services  at  military-base  chapels  rather 
than  in  German  Methodist  churches. 

The  visiting  team,  she  said,  attended  a 
German-speaking  Methodist  church  in 
Berlin,  one  of  about  10  in  that  city.  She 
said  about  80  of  the  church’s  150  members 
attended  the  Reformation  Day  service. 

Regarding  life  in  Germany  in  general, 
Mrs.  Weathers  said  the  “military  pres¬ 
ence— both  American  and  Russian— is 
overwhelming.”  She  said  she  detected  no 
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This  arresting  sign  outside  the  United 
Methodist-related  Old  People’s  Home 
near  Erfurt,  East  Germany,  advises: 
“Attention,  Nature  Lovers.  In  our  abu- 
dant  plant  world  on  top  of  Schwarzen- 
hof,  we  would  please  like  to  protect  the 
vegetation!”  Or,  as  Americans  might  put 
it,  “Keep  off  the  grass.” 

resentment  on  the  part  of  German  peo¬ 
ple  regarding  the  military  presence. 

Bishop  visits  East  Germany 

One  American  United  Methodist  who 
saw  German  Methodism  from  yet  anoth¬ 
er  perspective  recently  was  Bishop  Louis 
W.  Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New 
Mexico  Area). 

The  bishop  and  his  wife,  Ina,  went 
there  on  his  episcopal  visit.  Each  bishop, 
as  a  general  superintendent  of  the  whole 
church,  is  required  to  visit  church  work 
in  a  country  other  than  his  or  her  own. 

Bishop  Schowengerdt  told  the  New 
Mexico  conference  editor  of  the  Report¬ 
er  that  the  church  in  the  East  Germany 
"is  much  stronger  than  we  thought  it 
would  be.” 

During  his  2  V:  weeks  in  East  Germa¬ 
ny,  he  said,  he  and  his  wife  visited  most 
of  the  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  country,  including 
those  on  the  borders  of  Poland  and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The  bishop  also  preached  at  three  dif¬ 
ferent  churches  each  Sunday  the 
Schowengerdts  were  in  East  Germany. 

“At  all  services  the  churches  were 
filled,”  he  said.  “Some  churches  had 
three  balconies,  and  there  was  standing 
room  only. 

“Of  course,  the  visit  of  an  American 
bishop  and  his  wife  was  a  special  occa¬ 
sion.  But  indications  were  that  sanctuar¬ 
ies  generally  are  as  well  filled  as  those  in 
America,  if  not  a  little  more.  ’  ’ 
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A  Heart  Strangely  Warmed 

Plan  to  attend 

Ministers’  Conference 
Asbury  Theological  Seminary 

February  1-5,  1988 

Asbury’s  44th  annual  ministers’  conference  seeks  to  recapture  the  spirit  of  John 
Wesley’s  “heart  warming”  experience  on  Aldersgate  Street,  250  years  ago. 

Join  hundreds  of  pastoral  leaders  for  spiritual  uplift,  intellectual  challenge  and 
times  of  rich  fellowship. 


GENERAL  SESSION  SPEAKERS  AND  TOPICS: 


Jill  Briscoe 

Director  cf  Women's 
Ministries,  Elbrook  Church, 
'Xbukesha.Wl 
Loving  God 
Loving  Others 


Stuart  Briscoe 
fits  tor,  Elmbwok  Church 

Wanned  by  Grace 
Wanned  by  Love 


J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 

Rutot  Church  of  the  Satv/ur 
United  Methodist  Church, 
Clexeland,  OH 
OUR  WESLEYAN 
HERITAGE: 

Preaching  from  Grace 
Singing  from  Experience 
Storting  Where  We  Are 


David  L.  McKenna,  Ph.D. 

President,  Asbury  Seminary 


Choose  from  26  motivating  seminars,  join  in  a  great  “Alderspte  Celebration”  on  Wednesday. 


WILMORE,  KY  40390 


MARK  YOUR  CALENDAR  NOW  . . .  CALL 
TODAY  FOR  RESERVATIONS 

TOLL  FREE  1  800  2 -ASBURY 

(in  Kentucky,  606/858-3581)  Eastern  time 
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Fijian  Methodists  begin  year 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Fiji  begins  the  new  year  in  a  Pacific  nation 
still  reeling  from  two  military  coups  in  1987.  Lt.  Col.  Sitivena  Rabuka.  a 
Methodist  lay  preacher,  led  both  efforts — in  May  and  September.  His  re¬ 
ported  motive  was  to  keep  ethnic  Indians  from  controlling  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  former  British  colony. 

Indians,  descendants  of  contract  laborers  brought  to  the  colony  by  the 
British,  make  up  50  percent  of  the  Fiji's  715,000  population.  They  domi¬ 
nate  the  nation's  commercial  sector.  Fiji's  native  Melanesians  account 
for  45  percent  of  the  population.  They  own  80  percent  of  the  land.  Thir¬ 
teen  other  ethnic  groups  are  represented  in  the  remaining  5  percent. 

Forty-nine  percent  of  the  population  is  reportedly  Christian.  Forty 
percentis  reportedly  Hindu.  _ 

The  201,000-member  Methodist  Church  constitutes  Fiji's  largest  single 
Christian  group.  In  fact,  80  percent  of  the  native  Melanesians  are  Meth¬ 
odists.  ,  ,  , 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Fiji  was  established  in  1835  by  two  missionar¬ 
ies  from  the  British  Methodist  Church— William  Cross  and  David  Cargill. 

The  nation  of  more  than  800  islands— 106  inhabited— was  discovered  in 
1643.  Fiji  became  independent  in  1970. 

The  Pacific  Theological  College  in  the  capital,  Suva,  provides  Pacific- 
oriented  theological  education  for  the  major  denominations  and  serves 
as  an  ecumenical  center  for  the  Pacific  churches. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTOS  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 

(Upper  left)  Two  Fijian  Methodists  lead  an  outdoor  worship  ser¬ 
vice  at  Suva. 

(Above,  top)  Members  of  a  congregation  leave  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Ba. 

(Above)  A  student  farmer  watches  pigs  at  the  Navuso  Agricultur¬ 
al  School.  That’s  part  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Fiji’s  training  cen¬ 
ter  outside  Suva.  The  Navuso  Student  Farmer  Scheme  operates  36 
cooperative  farms  where  young  men  learn  agricultural  techniques. 


Former  youth  leader 
now  teaches  students 
from  another  culture 


Christian- J ewish  ties  fluctuate  in  ’87 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  anoth¬ 
er  in  a  series  on  major  religion  stories 
of  1987. 

By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

For  interfaith  relations,  1987  recorded 
gyrations  as  wild  as  those  of  the  stock 
market. 

June  25,  the  day  of  Pope  John  Paul  II’s 
reception  of  Austrian  President  Kurt 
Waldheim,  might  be  considered  "Black 
Thursday”  for  Roman  Catholic-Jewish 
relations. 

That  meeting  was  preceded  by  contro¬ 
versies  over  an  American  cardinal’s  visit 
to  the  Middle  East  and  the  pope's  beatifi¬ 
cation  of  a  World  War  II  martyr. 

The  encounter  with  Mr.  Waldheim,  an  of¬ 
ficer  during  World  War  II,  was  followed 
by  historic  meetings  between  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers  and  Vatican  officials  and  a  new  flap 
over  a  Vatican  cardinal’s  comments. 

But  while  1987  brought  turmoil  to  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic-Jewish  relations,  it  was  a 
high  point  in  Protestant-Jewish  develop¬ 
ments.  Two  mainline  U.S.  denominations 
adopted  of  statements  affirming  that 
God's  covenant  with  the  Jewish  people 
has  never  been  abrogated, 

Prelate  visits  Israel 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  New 
York's  Cardinal  John  O'Connor  was  visit¬ 
ing  the  Middle  East.  He  announced  plans 
to  meet  with  Israeli  government  offi¬ 
cials  at  their  offices  in  Jerusalem  but 
then  canceled  them  because  the  Vatican 
does  not  have  diplomatic  relations  with 
the  Jewish  state. 

Following  criticism  from  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers.  the  cardinal  met  with  President 
Chaim  Herzog  at  the  Israeli  leader's  offi¬ 
cial  residence  in  Jerusalem  Jan.  4. 

Six  days  later,  when  he  returned  to 
New  York,  the  prelate  was  greeted  with 
news  accounts  of  a  statement  released 
by  several  Jewish  organizations  object¬ 
ing  to  statements  he  had  made  while  in 


Jordan  and  Israel. 

Although  the  controversy  was  resolved 
by  public  expressions  of  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  the  cardinal  and  eight  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers,  it  set  a  pattern  for  what  was  to  follow. 

Besides  the  public  airing  of  differences 
between  Roman  Catholic  and  Jewish  lead¬ 
ers,  indications  emerged  of  infighting 
among  the  Jewish  leaders  involved  over 
what  the  proper  strategy  should  be. 

This  intra-Jewish  disagreement  came 
into  play  in  other  interfaith  disputes 
events  this  year. 

Pope  beatifies  nun 

Pope  John  Paul  II  beatified  Edith 
Stein,  a  Jewish-born  nun,  May  1  in  Co¬ 
logne.  West  Germany.  She  had  been 
killed  at  Auschwitz  during  World  War  II. 

The  step  was  criticized  by  some  Jews. 
They  charged  that  Ms.  Stein  was  killed 
by  the  Nazis  because  of  her  Jewish  birth. 
The  church  said  she  was  killed  because 
she  was  a  Roman  Catholic. 

The  outpouring  of  controversy  over 
the  pope’s  audience  with  Mr.  Waldheim 
in  June  came  because  the  Austrian  presi¬ 
dent  had  been  implicated  in  crimes 
against  Jews  during  his  service  as  a  Nazi 
officer. 

The  Vatican  stressed  that  the  papal 
audience  simply  recognized  Mr.  Wald¬ 
heim  as  a  head  of  state,  but  the  criticism 
from  both  Jews  and  Christians  over  the 
event  continued. 

When  several  Jewish  organizations 
threatened  to  boycott  a  scheduled  public 
meeting  with  Pope  John  Paul  II  in  Mi¬ 
ami  Sept.  11.  several  rounds  of  communi¬ 
cations  between  American  Jews  and 
Vatican  officials  resulted  in  an  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  Vatican  would  pre¬ 
pare  an  official  Roman  Catholic 
document  on  the  Holocaust  and  anti- 
Semitism. 

Jewish  leaders  generally  gave  the 
pope  good  marks  for  that  development 
and  for  his  use  of  the  Hebrew  term 


"shoah"  to  describe  the  Holocaust  at  the 
Miami  meeting. 

But  that  event  was  also  marked  by 
John  Paul's  defense  of  the  actions  during 
the  Holocaust  of  a  predecessor,  Pius  XI. 
He  had  been  faulted  by  Jewish  leaders 
for  not  having  spoken  out  publicly 
against  the  Nazi  persecutions  in  the 
1930s  and  1940s. 

Remark  causes  stir 

In  October  an  Italian  magazine  quoted 
Cardinal  Joseph  Ratzinger,  head  of  the 
Vatican  Congregation  for  the  Doctrine  of 
the  Faith,  as  having  said  "the  faith  of 
Abraham  finds  its  fulfillment"  in  Jesus 
Christ. 

That  led  to  a  new  round  of  criticisms 
from  Jewish  leaders.  That  coincided 
with  the  postponement  of  a  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic-Jewish  dialogue  scheduled  for  Wash¬ 
ington  in  December. 

The  meeting  was  put  off  at  the  request 
of  the  International  Jewish  Commitee 
for  Interreligious  Consultations,  but 
Jewish  participants  disagreed  on  the 
reasons  for  the  action. 

It  was  clear,  however,  that  a  good  deal 
of  work  needed  to  be  done  to  bring  Ro¬ 


man  Catholic-Jewish  relations  back  to 
the  high  point  they  had  achieved  in  the 
late  1960s  in  the  wake  of  the  Second  Vati¬ 
can  Council. 

One  Jewish  weekly  seemed  to  sum  up 
the  perplexity  of  Jews  over  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church’s  attitudes  when  it  pub¬ 
lished  an  editorial  in  early  July  titled, 
•Will  the  real  Pope  John  Paul  II  please 
stand  Op?" 

But  the  year  was  not  without  progress 
in  interfaith  relations. 

The  1.7-million-member  United 
Church  of  Christ  became  the  first  major 
U.S.  Protestant  denomination  to  affirm 
the  continuing  theological  validity  of  Ju¬ 
daism  when  it  adopted  a  document  to 
that  effect  June  30. 

That  event  was  preceded  by  approval 
June  16  of  a  study  paper  with  similar 
statements  by  the  3.1-million-member 
Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.). 

The  permanence  of  God’s  covenant 
with  the  Jews  has  long  been  a  thorny  is¬ 
sue  in  Christian-Jewish  relations.  The 
controversy  is  based  on  the  self-under¬ 
standings  of  the  two  faiths  and  Jews,  un¬ 
like  Christians,  being  defined  by  both 
their  religion  and  their  ethnicity. 


By  BETTIE  W.  STORY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
BLOOMINGTON,  Ill. -The  national 
Methodist  Youth  Fellowship  president  of 
1966  is  still  working  with  students. 

But  Mark  Sheldon  is  now  half  a  world 
away  front  the  United  States  as  field 
staff  director  of  the  Yale  China  Associa¬ 
tion.  He's  based  at  the  Chinese  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Hong  Kong. 

Mr.  Sheldon,  son  of  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastor,  the  Rev  Chester  Sheldon  and 
his  wife,  Helen,  of  Bloomington,  has  been 
associated  with  the  program  for  six  years. 
He's  been  in  Hong  Kong  for  four. 

A  faculty  member  at  the  university  in 
political  science— his  major  at  Illinois 
Wesleyan  University— he  teaches  Chi¬ 
nese  politics  and  foreign  relations  to  stu¬ 
dents  from  China  and  other  countries, 
including  the  United  States. 

"I  work  almost  entirely  among  Chi¬ 
nese  people,"  Mr.  Sheldon  said.  'T  m  the 
token  white.  They  call  me  Tong  nose.' 

"It  takes  a  few  years  for  them  to  size 
up  foreigners,  but  after  my  being  in  Chi¬ 
na  for  four  years,  they're  beginning  to 
open  up  and  trust  me." 

Students  learn  of  2  cultures 

Helping  young  people  become  effec¬ 
tive  in  two  cultures  is  a  goal  for  Mr 
Sheldon  as  he  seeks  to  promote  rigorous 
thinking  and  writing  among  students. 

-My  students  are  highly  motivated,"  he 
said.  "They  elect  to  come  to  Hong  Kong 
to  study.  They're  in  a  living  laboratory." 

Mr  Sheldon  said  his  experience  puts 
him  in  "three  centuries."  When  traveling 
in  China,  he  has  a  19th-century  feeling. 
In  the  United  States  he  gets  a  20th-centu¬ 
ry  feeling.  But  in  Hong  Kong  he  thinks  of 
the  21st  century. 

•  Hong  Kong  has  flexibility,  quick 
change,  and  much  innovation."  he  said. 
"Caught  between  the  East  and  the  West, 
it  is  far  more  modern  than  the  United 
States  In  many  aspects  of  its  society, 
such  as  public  transportation. 

"It's  ironic  that  we  are  critical  of 
(Aslan)  advances,  especially  Japan's,  in 
trading  and  technological  development, 
particularly  when  citizens  of  those  coun¬ 
tries  have  studied  in  the  United  States. 
We  should  be  applauding  them. 

"It  is  in  our  long-term  interest  for 
those  Asian  countries  to  be  successful 
and  stable. " 

‘Pacific  century'  predicted 

The  next  century  will  be  the  Pacific 
century,  Mr.  Sheldon  predicted. 

"The  United  States  is  shifting  toward 
the  Pacific,"  he  said.  “For  U.S.  citizens 
with  other  backgrounds  and  biases,  that 
transition  will  be  difficult. 

"The  dynamism  of  the  Pacific  will  re¬ 
quire  of  us  an  added  kind  of  dynamism. 

The  Vietnam  War  experience  influ¬ 
enced  Mr.  Sheldon's  decision  to  learn 
more  about  Asia. 

"In  the  1960s  we  had  to  learn  more  about 
Asia,"  he  said.  “We  had  teach-ins  and  dem¬ 
onstrations  at  Illinois  Wesleyan.  Faculty 
and  colleagues  encouraged  that  kind  of  de¬ 
bate  with  all  viewpoints  represented." 

He  said  the  time  he  spent  in  Asia  during 
the  1970s  after  completing  a  graduate  de¬ 
gree  in  China  studies  at  the  University  of 
Hawaii  consolidated  his  feelings  that  Asia 
had  an  important  future. 

"The  Asian  people  are  incredible,”  he 
said.  "I  appreciate  the  importance  they 
place  on  the  family,  religious  expres- 


Mark  Sheldon 

Voir  I corltt  half  a  world  away 

sions,  modes  of  being,  philosophies  and 
respect  for  the  elderly." 

Social-action  view  needed 

His  hope  for  students  of  this  genera¬ 
tion  is  that  they  will  design  a  career  with 
social  benefit. 

"It  is  a  sin  that  undergraduates  go 
through  school  without  understanding 
that  some  people  are  poor  because  others 
are  rich  and  that,  no  matter  how  hard 
poor  people  work,  they  remain  poor. 

■Students  often  have  no  historical 
awareness  or  understanding  of  the  social 
structures  causing  poverty  and  underde¬ 
velopment." 

He  said  he  is  encouraged  that  forms  of 
activism  are  returning  to  campuses  to 
address  concerns  such  as  sexism,  racism 
and  international  relations. 

Mr.  Sheldon  expressed  optimism  that, 
in  the  long  run,  reformers  in  China  would 
win  out. 

"Amity  Foundation  and  other  church 
people  have  been  reassuring  us  that  the 
open  policy  will  not  change,"  he  said.  "In 
the  past  seven  years,  more  Chinese  stu¬ 
dents— about  17,000  a  year— have  come 
to  the  United  States  to  study  than  from 
the  18th  century  to  1949." 

They  study  primarily  natural  science, 
research  and  economic  modernization, 
he  said.  Among  those  trained  In  Mr.  Shel¬ 
don's  program  are  scientific  and  mana¬ 
gerial  people  who  make  China’ 
education,  industry,  government  and 
tourism  institutions  run. 

"There's  not  an  adequate  technocratic 
class  of  people  in  the  modern  sense,"  Mr, 
Sheldon  said.  "The  Intellectuals  are  cru¬ 
cial  In  that  they  are  able  to  contribute  to 
the  modernization  effort.” 

Contacts  make  Chinese  nervous 

The  Chinese  are  still  nervous  about 
their  foreign  contacts,  he  said.  They  do  not 
want  "spiritual  pollution  and  cultural  con¬ 
tamination"  from  Western  influence  such 
as  violence,  pornography  and  conservative 
religious  belief.  Mr.  Sheldon  said. 

"Chinese  Christians  consider  conserva¬ 
tive  religious  influence  an  interference  in 
their  affairs  that  undermines  their  cul¬ 
ture,”  he  said.  "They  believe  in  the  three- 
self  philosophy:  self-propagation, 
self-support  and  self-administration. 

"They  look  for  an  indigenous  faith, 
truly  Chinese  and  truly  Christian,  with¬ 
out  interference  from  foreigners." 

That's  why  Bible  smuggling  is  most 
objectionable  to  them,  Mr.  Sheldon  said. 

Ms.  Story  is  editor  of  the  Central  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 
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Author  stresses  Christian  need  for  6 koinonia 9 


UM  Development  Fund 
to  keep  paying  6%  returns 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

CHICAGO— Interest  paid  to  investors  in 
the  United  Methodist  Development  Fund 
will  remain  at  6  percent,  fund  directors 
decided  at  their  last  meeting  of  1987. 

After  considerable  discussion,  direc¬ 
tors  reaffirmed  the  interest  rate  because 
of;  uncertainty  about  the  future  of  the 
stpck  market. 

The  United  Methodist  Development 
Fijnd  makes  first-mortgage  loans  to 
Uqited  Methodist  congregations  for  con¬ 
struction  and  major  improvement  of 
church  facilities. 

Churches  borrowing  from  the  fund  to 
copstruct  or  improve  sanctuaries  or  par¬ 
sonages  will  be  charged  10  percent  inter¬ 
est.  New  congregations  will  pay  9 


percent  to  finance  their  first  facilities. 

Thirty-five  new  loans  totaling  $7.85  mil¬ 
lion  were  approved.  They  go  to  churches 
in  all  five  of  the  denomination’s  geograph¬ 
ic  jurisdictions  in  the  United  States. 

Of  the  total,  $2.1  million  went  to  seven 
predominantly  black  congregations.  Five 
Hispanic  congregations  received 
$275,000.  and  one  congregation  with 
black  and  Native  American  members 
got  $300,000. 

Before  receiving  a  loan,  local 
churches  must  assess  both  congregation¬ 
al  and  community  needs. 

Any  United  Methodist  member,  local 
church,  club  or  organization  can  invest 
in  certificates  of  participation  with  a 
minimum  of  $100. 


“Uncommon  Prayer"  by  Kenneth  Swan¬ 
son.  Ballantine/Epiphany  Book,  1987. 
243  pages,  $10.95  hardback. 

By  KENNETH  WRAY  CONNERS 

Kenneth  Swanson  begins  the  eminent¬ 
ly  readable  "Uncommon  Prayer”  by  de¬ 
scribing  his  escape  from  various 
youthful  vices — shoplifting,  drinking, 
gambling  and  drug  addiction— as  he 
sought  in  desperation  to  find  God. 

When  psychedelic  experiments  led 
only  to  false  Gods  and  life-threatening 
crises,  he  began  studying  the  occult,  Hin¬ 
duism  and  Buddhism. 

Finally  his  quest  brought  him  to  the 
Bible,  prayer,  association  with  Jesus 
Freaks,  born-again  fundamentalists,  var¬ 
ious  charismatic  groups  and  new-found 
friends  from  monastic  orders. 

Theological  study  In  this  country  and 
Scotland,  and  several  parish  ministries, 
led  him  progressively  to  deeper  levels  of 
prayer  and  intimacy  with  God. 

Throughout  the  book  he  stresses  the 
importance  of  "koinonia"  to  Christian 


faith  and  practice.  "Koinonia"  is  the 
Greek  word  for  communion,  fellowship, 
intimacy,  sharing  with  others. 

"Koinonia"  can  happen  only  in  a  rela¬ 
tionship  between  people.  It  is  "sharing  in 
something  we  don't  already  have." 

As  a  longtime  participant  in  koinonia 
groups,  which  meet  regularly  for  Bible 
study,  prayer  and  the  sharing  of  con¬ 
cerns.  this  reviewer  can  testify  to  their 
value  for  developing  and  nurturing  a 
sense  of  Christian  community.  As  Mr. 
Swanson  points  out.  "We  cannot  live  the 
Christian  life  in  Isolation.’’ 

The  author  feels  that  the  sacraments  of 
baptism  and  Holy  Communion  are  the 
real  treasures  of  the  church — through 
which  the  Christian  community  enters 
into  koinonia  with  God.  So  strongly  did 
this  concept  grip  Mr.  Swanson  that  he  left 
the  Congregational  ministry  and  became 
an  Episcopal  priest,  where  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  liturgy  became  rewarding. 

To  help  us  Identify  our  spiritual  pro¬ 


file.  and  the  tactors  we  snould  recognize 
in  developing  our  prayer  life.  Mr.  Swan¬ 
son  diagrams  a  “Circle  of  Piety." 
Through  it  we  can  assess  our  tendency 
toward  the  intellectual  vs.  the  emotional, 
the  mystical  vs.  the  sensual. 

He  discusses  intellectual  piety,  emo¬ 
tional  piety,  sensual  piety  and  mystical 
piety  as  seen  in  characters  from  biblical 
times  to  the  present. 

In  analyzing  the  prayer  process,  the 
author  maintains  that  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  the  Trinity,  the  Holy  Spirit  im¬ 
pels  us  to  prayer  to  Christ,  who 
intercedes  for  us  with  God.  To  some.  Mr. 
Swanson  may  appear  to  be  reducing  the 
mystery  of  prayer  to  a  dogmatic  com¬ 
munications  network  with  assigned  func¬ 
tions  for  each  persona  of  God. 

He  warns,  "A  discipline  of  prayer  may 
easily  become  a  routine  of  life-killing  le¬ 
galism,  all  form  and  no  substance.  ...  It 
is  elitist  because  we  begin  to  feel  that 
only  those  of  us  who  follow  the  same  dis¬ 
cipline.  the  right  kind  of  people,’  are  ac- 


History  of  Hymns 

Words  express  faith  based  on  experience 


UMs  to  sell  books  from  2  groups 


INASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  has  signed  distribution 
agreements  with  the  Society  for  Promot¬ 
ing  Christian  Knowledge  and  Orbis 
B6oks. 

'.The  society,  founded  in  1698  by  Angli¬ 
cans  in  London,  publishes  religious  and 
sdholarly  works  and  has  distributed 


books  tor  the  UM  Publishing  House  in 
the  United  Kingdom  since  1976. 

Orbis.  a  Roman  Catholic-affiliated  pub¬ 
lisher  in  Maryknoll.  N.Y..  is  best  known 
for  its  books  on  liberation  theology. 

Titles  from  the  two  groups  will  be  sold 
through  Cokesbury  Bookstores,  the  retail- 
sales  arm  of  the  UM  publishing  house. 


O  God.  our  help  in  ages  past. 

Our  hope  for  years  to  come. 

Our  shelter  from  the  stormy  blast. 
And  our  eternal  home. 

Bv  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Isaac  Watts  wrote  “O  God,  Our  Help  in 
Ages  Past"  as  a  paraphrase  of  the  first 
five  verses  of  Psalm  90. 

Strong  faith  in  God  is  expressed  be¬ 
cause  of  past  experiences,  and  here  is  ev¬ 
idence  of  great  confidence  in  God's 
leadership  in  the  future. 

In  times  of  stress  and  crisis,  both  na¬ 
tional  and  personal,  Watts'  hymn  affords 
us  hope  and  assurance  as  we  claim  these 
words  expressing  our  own  confidence. 

When  he  was  a  youth,  Watts  became 
disenchanted  with  the  monotonous  psalm 


singing  at  the  Congregational  church  in 
Southampton.  England,  where  his  deacon 
father  and  saintly  mother  took  him  each 
Sunday. 

The  sound  of  the  congregational  singing 
droned  on  and  on.  Some  tried  unsuccess¬ 
fully  to  maintain  the  tune  in  a  recogniz¬ 
able  manner.  Others  either  mumbled 
listlessly  or  showed  no  interest  at  all. 

Young  Isaac  thought  there  might  be 
greater  interest  in  new  versions  of  the 
psalms  if  they  were  written  in  simple 
language,  well-constructed  poetry  and 
words  that  were  singable. 

In  1719.  Watts  published  his  poetic  ver¬ 
sions  of  the  Old  Testament  psalms.  Even 
after  269  years,  some  of  Watts’  versions 
are  found  in  our  hymnals. 

William  Croft,  a  noted  18th-century 


English  organist,  composed  the  tune  we 
use  for  singing  "O  God,  Our  Help  in  Ages 
Past." 

He  named  the  tune  “St.  Anne”  for  St. 
Anne’s  Church  in  Soho,  London,  where  he 
became  organist  in  1700. 

One  of  the  finest  musicians  of  his  day, 
Croft  became  organist  at  Westminster 
Abbey  and  composer  to  the  Chapel  Royal 
in  1708. 

His  epitaph  in  Westminster  Abbey 
reads.  "Having  resided  among  mortals 
for  50  years,  behaving  with  utmost  can¬ 
dor.  he  departed  to  the  heavenly  choir  on 
the  14th  day  of  August  1727,  that,  being 
near,  he  might  add  his  own  Hallelujah  to 
the  Concert  of  Angels." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“This  Is  My  Father's  World" 


ceptable  to  God.' 

Piety  that  has  degenerated  into  law 
may  be  used  to  manipulate  and  control 
others,  he  writes. 

Pointing  out  that  personal  prayer  is 
only  one  component  in  the  Christian  life, 
he  reminds  us  that  we  can  grow  in  five 
ways:  through  corporate  worship,  fellow¬ 
ship  with  other  Christians,  studying  the 
things  of  God,  private  prayer  and  minis¬ 
tering  to  the  needs  of  others. 

Mr.  Swanson  urges  serious  Christians 
to  have  a  soul  friend,  a  spiritual  director, 
one  who  will  bring  "clarity  to  confusion, 
accountability  when  we  stray,  and  at 
times  in  the  mystery  of  grace,  actually 
speak  with  the  voice  of  God.” 

The  spiritual  director  can  help  us  to 
recognize  when  we  fall  into  willful  self- 
delusion,  guard  us  from  deceiving  our¬ 
selves  and  provide  prayerful  guidance  in 
discerning  the  will  of  God. 

Finding  the  right  spiritual  director  is 
not  easy,  and  Mr  Swanson  defines  some 
of  the  qualities  needed  if  the  relationship 
is  to  avoid  manipulation,  domination,  de¬ 
pendency  or  judgmental  bias. 

There  is  much  in  this  book  that  should 
help  anyone  seeking  to  "approach  inti¬ 
macy  with  God." 

Kenneth  Wray  Conners  is  an  author 
and  lay  theologian  who  writes  on  reli¬ 
gious  and  sociological  topics  and  lives  in 
Meadowbrook.  Pa. 


|  Poem  of  the  week 

Cana  Party 

The  wine  is  a  little  watery 
And  you  can  still  taste 
The  scorch  of  miracle, 

But  our  bodies  weave  a  bramble-dance 
Around  the  master  of  ceremonies 
And  we  applaud  his  debut. 

In  the  center  of  the  flute-chorus, 

He  will  not  dance,  but  stares  and  stares 
At  the  remote  horizon  as  if 
A  kingdom  poked  its  spires  there. 

-DAVID  ABRAMS 
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(504)  244-5100 


Methodist  Hospital  -  Providing  Quality  Health  Care 


For  20  years,  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital’s  primary  goal  has 
been  to  provide  the  highest  quality 
health  care  service  to  residents  of  the 
Qreater  New  Orleans  community.  In 
1961,  a  group  of  Gentilly  Methodist 
Church  members  organized  and  incorpo¬ 
rated  Methodist  Hospital  which  opened 
its  doors  in  September  of  1968  with  180 
beds.  Today,  Pendleton  Memorial  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital  is  a  317  bed,  full  service 
acute  care  facility,  treating  more  than 
40,000  hospitalized,  outpatient  and  emer¬ 
gency  patients  annually.  The  Methodist 
Health  Complex  includes  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital,  the  Methodist  Health  System  Foun¬ 


dation,  the  Methodist  Psychiatric 
Pavilion  Amhnlatorv  Sur¬ 

gery  Center,  and  the  Methodist  Occupa¬ 
tional  and  Industrial  Medicine  Clinic. 
The  hospital  campus  is  located  in  East¬ 
ern  New  Orleans  on  Read  Boulevard 
near  the  Lake  Forest  Plaza  Shopping 
Center.  Methodist  Hospital  is  proud  of  its 
professionals  and  its  ability  to  respond  to 
the  continually  changing  needs  of  health 
care. 

Marking  the  entrance  of  the  Methodist 
hospital  campus  is  our  new  pylon.  The 
pylon  labels  for  the  community  all  the 
facilities  available  on  the  Methodist 
Health  Complex.  Those  facilities  are: 


State-of-the-art  technology  and  surgical  procedures. 
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The  Methodist  Health  Complex  —  providing  integrated  health  care  services. 


Quality  counts  —  in  our  people  and  our  services. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital, 
Methodist  Health  System  Foundation, 
Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion,  Medical 
Center  of  East  New  Orleans,  and ^  the 
Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 
Spaces  have  been  made  available  on  the 
sign  for  Methodist’s  new  facilities  and 
future  projects.  Methodist  is  more  than  a 
hospital;  it  is  a  total  Health  Complex  of 
integrated  health  care  services. 

The  Methodist  Cancer  Center  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  July  1988.  It  will  provide  the 
most  up-to-date  radiation  therapy  and 
chemotherapy  for  cancer  patients  on  an 
outpatient  basis.  Located  on  the  hospital 
campus.  The  Cancer  Center  will  be  the 
only  hospital-affiliated,  free-standing 
center  of  its  kind  in  the  service  area. 
With  the  addition  of  radiation  therapy 
and  chemotherapy  services  at  the  new 
cancer  center  and  surgical  treatments  at 
the  hospital,  patients,  their  families  and 
physicians  will  be  offered  comprehen¬ 
sive  and  coordinated  cancer  services. 

The  recently  opened  Methodist  Occu¬ 
pational  and  Industrial  Medicine  Clinic 
is  another  addition  to  the  Methodist 
Health  Complex.  The  clinic  will  provide 
quality  health  care  to  local  businesses. 
Employers  can  provide  their  employees 
with  a  variety  of  services  ranging  from 
emergency  treatment  to  rehabilitative 
care  at  the  clinic.  The  doctors  at  the  Oc¬ 
cupational  and  Industrial  medicine  Clin¬ 
ic  will  also  learn  about  the  working 
atmospheres  of  contracted  companies; 
they  will  be  able  to  individually  treat 
each  patient  before,  during  and  after  an 
illness  or  injury. 

Another  free-standing  facility  is  the 
Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 
Also  located  on  the  hospital  campus,  it  is 
a  same-day  outpatient  surgery  center 
which  provides  high  quality  health  care 
in  a  comfortable  environment.  Surgery 
is  scheduled  at  a  specific  time  to  mini¬ 
mize  waiting,  and  family  can  join  the  pa¬ 
tient  afterwards  in  a  special  recovery 
area.  Equipped  to  perform  over  200  dif¬ 
ferent  types  of  outpatient  surgery,  Meth¬ 
odist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center 
provides  comfort  and  convenience  with¬ 
out  the  cost  of  a  hospital  inpatient  stay. 

Magnetic  Resonance  Imaging  (MRI) 
was  added  to  Methodist's  capabilities  in 
July  1987.  It  is  a  mobile  unit  which  create 
ed  diagnostic  images  of  the  central  ner¬ 
vous  system,  soft  tissue  organs  such  as 
the  liver  and  spleen,  and  skeletal  images 
%  .  • 
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The  Skilled  Nursing  Unit  bridges  the  gap  between  the  hospital  stay  and  the  return 
home. 


of  the  hip,  knee  and  other  joints.  The 
MRI  unit  is  shared  with  another  hospital 
in  order  to  make  the  technology  avail¬ 
able  while  reducing  the  cost  of  providing 
the  service. 

Open  since  February  1986,  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  has  been  pro¬ 
viding  community-oriented  treatment 
programs  for  adults  and  adolescents  who 
require  help  with  emotional,  behavioral 
and  chemical  dependency  problems.  Lo¬ 
cated  on  the  hospital  campus,  the  Pavil¬ 
ion  offers  programs  including  inpatient 
psychiatric  treatment  and  chemical  de¬ 
pendency  programs,  outpatient  counsel¬ 
ing,  and  community  education  classes. 


Along  with  state-of-the-art  health 
care,  Methodist  offers  a  complete  Chap¬ 
laincy  service.  Our  two,  full-time  minis¬ 
ters  serve  as  important  members  of  our 
health  care  team,  dedicated  to  meeting 
the  spiritual  and  emotional  needs  of  our 
patients  24  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a 
week.  The  Koelemay  Chapel  is  open  to 
our  patients  and  visitors  at  all  times 
with  all  services  held  in  the  chapel  every 
Sunday.  For  those  who  are  not  able  to  at¬ 
tend,  the  services  are  televised  through¬ 
out  the  hospital.  At  Methodist,  Pastoral 
Care  is  an  important  component  of  qual¬ 
ity  health  care. 

Methodist  Hospital  keeps  up  with  the 


rapidly  changing  health  care  industry. 
Our  new  Skilled  Nursing  Unit  provides 
quality  care  and  therapy  to  patients  af¬ 
ter  hospitalization  but  before  they  return 
home.  Other  additions  include  rennova- 
tions  to  the  Women’s  wing,  A  CAT  scan¬ 
ner  upgrade,  an  Orthopedic  wing,  and  a 
new  Telemetry  unit.  And  our  plans  for 
the  coming  year  include  the  Methodist 
Sports  and  Fitness  Center  and  open  heart 
surgery  at  PMMH. 

At  Methodist,  we  believe  that  the  com¬ 
munity  we  serve  deserves  the  finest  pos¬ 
sible  health  care.  That’s  why  —  in  our 
services  and  our  professionals  —  we 
care  for  you  . . .  with  quality. 


The  Magnetic  Resonance  Imaging  (MRI)  Unit  advances  Methodist’s  diagnostic  capabilities. 


Patients  recover  comfortably  at  the  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 


The  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavilion  offers  inpatient  and  outpatient  counseling. 


Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center. 


We  are  proud  of  our  professionals. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


“Jesus  came  into  Galilee,  preaching  the  gospel  of  Goo,  and  saying,  ‘The 
time  is  fulfilled  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand;  repent,  and  believe  in  the 
gospel.’” 

Words  are  important!  Martin  Luther,  for  example,  changed  the  religious 
thinking  of  his  day  by  looking  at  the  meaning  of  the  single  word,  "repent." 

For  centuries  it  had  been  translated  as  "do  penance,  and  feel  miserable 
about  it,”  And  nobody  had  done  more  penance,  had  felt  more  miserable  than 
the  young  Luther.  He  wrote,  “I  kept  the  rules  of  penance  so  strictly  that  I  may 
say  that  if  ever  a  monk  got  to  heaven  by  his  sheer  monkery,  it  was  I.  Had  I  kept 
on  any  longer,  I  should  have  killed  myself  with  vigils,  prayers,  readings  and 
other  works.” 

What  Luther  discovered  was  that  repent  did  not  mean  “do  penance."  but 
"change  your  mind.”  The  Greek  is  "metanoia,”  to  think  again,  to  think  differ¬ 
ently,  to  look  at  things  in  a  new  way. 

He  also  saw  that  on  the  lips  of  Jesus  the  word  never  stands  alone.  It  is 
always  “repent"  and' "believe  the  good  news.”  To  repent  and  believe  are  not 
two  separate  actions  or  two  successive  steps,  but  one  undivided  process.  Truly 
to  repent  is  to  believe  —  good  news  instead  of  bad  news. 

The  good  news  is  about  the  Kingdom  of  God,  that  it's  at  hand.  If  you  believe 
that,  that  it's  here,  then  you  can  step  into  it  right  now.  The  Kingdom  resources 
of  strength,  power  and  healing  are  right  here,  not  to  be  striven  for,  but  to  be 
appropriated.  And  repentance  means  taking  up  a  new  attitude  to  failings  and 
failures,  to  life's  purposes  and  tasks. 

What  about  us?  Have  we  thought  of  repentance  solely  in  terms  of  sin,  simply 
a  moralistic  matter  connected  with  being  "good"  or  "bad"?  “Good"  people 
need  to  repent  as  well  as  “bad”  people,  particularly  good  people  who  are  good 
because  they  believe  in  bad  news,  who  are  therefore  “good”  out  of  fear,  fear  of 
consequences,  fear  of  themselves. 

When  we  repent  in  a  Christian  sense  we  believe  that  the  resources  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  are  available  to  us.  And  though  we  may  fall  and  slide,  what  a 
difference  this  makes! 

In  the  words  of  that  old  hymn: 

"Nothing  in  my  hand  I  bring.  ■ 

Simply  to  Thy  cross  I  cling.” 

And  that  is  the  posture  of  a  repentant  person.  One  who  lives  by  the  open  hand 
instead  of  the  clenched  fist! 


January  21-22 

Convocation  of  Boards  to  Meet  in  Baton  Rouge 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Convoca¬ 
tion  of  Boards  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  is  scheduled  for  Thursday  and 
Friday,  January  21-22,  with  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries  meeting  on 
Saturday  morning,  January  23  at  9  a.m. 
All  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  facilities 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  Clergy  and  laity  alike  will 
gather  from  all  parts  of  the  state  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  work  of  the  various 
boards,  agencies,  commissions  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

During  these  two  days  of  meetings,  all 
boards  will  be  considering  programs  and 
activities  relative  to  their  particular  in-, 
terests  and  responsibilities.  Such  con¬ 
cerns  as  evangelism,  church  extension 
and  revitalization,  world  peace,  needs 
and  concerns  of  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  higher  education  and  campus 
ministries,  the  financial  status  of  the 
Conference  and  its  plans  for  1988,  and 
other  programs  of  interest  to  clergy  and 
laity  that  will  affect  the  future  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism,  will  be  discussed. 

A  special  feature  of  the  Convocation  of 
Boards  each  year  is  the.  dinner  hour 
scheduled  for  Friday  evening  at  6  p.m. 
During  this  time,  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will 
bring  greetings  to  the  Convocation  after 
which,  the  presentation  of  the  CrossLines 
Ministry  Program  will  be  introduced  and 
updated  by  Rev.  Janice  Cain,  the  newly 
named  director  of  this  Conference-wide 
ministry. 


Looking  for  Creative  Church  Publicity 


Are  you  publicizing  your  church?  Are 
you  telling  the  community  about  your 
church  in  creative  ways?  The  Louisiana 
Conference  Office  is  trying  to.  compile  a 
resource  packet  of  promotional  ideas. 
Are  you  using  the  spots?  If  so,  please 
send  a  copy  of  the  script  used.  Are  you 


using  the  newspaper  in  ways  other  than 
simply  listing  your  church  address  and 
times  of  events?  If  so,  please  send  a  copy 
of  your  publicity.  Please  send  this  infor¬ 
mation  to:  Council  on  Ministries,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Plans  Being  Completed  for  Youth 
’ 88 ,  Scheduled  for  August  8-12 


The  excitement  is  building  as  “Youth 
’88”  draws  nearer.  “Youth  ’88”  will  be  a 
gathering  of  5,000  United  Methodist 
Youth  from  across  the  nation  and  sever¬ 
al  foreign  countries.  The  event  will  be 
held  August  8-12,  1988,  at  Western  Illi¬ 
nois  University  in  Macomb,  Illinois. 
Youth  currently  in  the  ninth  through  the 
12th  grades  are  invited,  along  with  their 
adult  workers  with  youth. 

Each  day  of  the  event  will  include 
worship,  Bible  study,  small  group  discus¬ 
sions,  recreation  and  special  events. 


Cdebrtie  the  Vls'm 

There  will  be  a  special  drama  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  racial/ethnic  diversity  of  United 
Methodism  throughout  history  and  a  con¬ 
cert  by  Trisha  Watts,  a  contemporary 
Christian  artist  from  Australia.  On 
Thursday,  Lisa  Whelchel,  who  plays 
Blair  Warner  on  NBC’s  “The  Facts  of 
Life”  will  give  a  concert  and  share  her 
personal  witness. 

Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  “Youth  ’88”  will  be  the 


I 


TRAVEL  REGISTRATION  FOR  YOUTH 


Name 


I  Address  . 


Church  . 


Phone  Number, 


Location: 


-Monroe 


New  Orleans 


Baton  Rouge 


I  Please  send  registration  with  at  least  $25  deposit  to: 
!  Larry  Lewis 

i  527  North  Boulevard 

i  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
under  the  direction  of  its  chairperson  Dr. 
Charles  Simmons,  will  meet  on  Saturday 
morning  at  9  a.m.  Two  matters  of  inter¬ 
est  will  be  presented  to  the  Council  on 
Ministries  for  their  consideration.  One 
will  deal  with  the  report  from  the  Plan¬ 
ning  and  Research  Committee  relative 
to  the  restructuring  of  the  Conference 
Boards  and  agencies  as  mandated  by  the 
Annual  Conference.  This  group  has  been 
busy  working  for  a  number  of  months 
and  will  share  with  the  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  a  proposal  that  they  would  like  to 
recommend  to  the  1988  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Another 
matter  of  interest  will  be  the  update  re¬ 
port  by  Rev.  Roger  Lathan  concern¬ 
ing  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church. 
This  emphasis,  which  has  been  a 
quadrennial  program  for  the  last  eight 
years,  is  not  being  recommended  by  the 
General  Conference  as  a  continued  pro¬ 
gram  as  such  for  the  General  Church. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  a  feeling  and  a 
recommendation  by  the  church  that  the 
work  that  was  started  and  has  been  such 
a  tremendous  success  needs  to  be  contin¬ 
ued  in  some  form.  Because  of  this  Rev. 
Lathan,  Director  of  Special  Ministries 
for  the  Louisiana  Conference,  will  pres¬ 
ent  a  recommendation  to  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  regarding  this  mat¬ 
ter. 

All  members  of  Conference  boards, 
committees,  agencies  and  commissions 
are  urged  to  attend,  as  well  as  all  per¬ 


sons  interested  in  knowing  more  about 
the  committees  and  activities  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodism.  This  two-day  event  is  al¬ 
ways  a  highlight  in  the  Life  orf  a 


Conference,  as  laity  and  clergy  together 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  plans  and 
preparations  for  the  work  of  the  church 
in  the  days  ahead. 


Thursday 
10  a.m. 

4  p.m. 

6  p.m. 

6  p.m. 

7  p.m. 

7  p.m.. 
Friday 
7:30  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. 

9  a.m. 

9  a.m. 
9:30a.m. 

10  a.m. 

10  a.m. 

10a.m. 

10  a.m. 

10a.m.-6p.m. 

10:30a.m. 

1  p.m. 

1:30  p.m. 

2  p.m. 

3:30  p.m. 

4:30  p.m. 

6  p.m. 

Saturday 
9  a.m. 


Agenda 


Cabinet  Meeting 

Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious 
Concerns 

CrossLines  Ministry 
Religion  and  Race 

Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry  Interview 
Committee 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

Audit  Committee 

Disaster  Preparedness  and  Relief 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
Board  of  Discipleship 
Church  and  Society 
Global  Ministries 
C.F.A. 

Health  and  Welfare 
Board  of  Higher  Education 
Support  Actions  Ministries 
CSRW 

Global  Ministries  Plenary  Session 
Equitable  Salaries 
Archives  and  History 
Conference  Board  of  Trustees 
Convocation  Dinner 

Council  on  Ministries 


Headquarters  Building 

Room  106 
Room  105 
Craft  Room 

Room  113 
Parlor 

Shoney’s  on 
College  Drive 
Room  117 
Room  113 
Parlor 
Lyle  Hall 
Room  107 
Craft  Room 
Headquarters  Building 
Room  112 
Room  114 
Room  116 
Room  118 
Craft  Room 
Room  105 
Room  117 

Headquarters  Building 
Gym 

Craft  Room 


Centenary  to  Hold  Scholarship  Day,  February  5 


Scholarship  Day  at  Centenary  College 
will  be  held  Friday,  Feb.  5,  1988  in  Hur- 
ley«Auditorium.  The  event  will  begin  at  8  . 
a.m.  with  registration  and  refreshments. 

This  event  is  the  best  opportunity  to 
secure  merit,  talent,  and  leadership- 
based  awards  and  grants  for  the  1988-89 
academic  year  at  Centenary. 

Participants  will  have  the  opportunity 
to  compete  for  the  two  full-tuition  Alum¬ 
ni  Scholarships  and  six  $4,050  Trustee 
Scholarships. 

To  be  considered  for  merit  scholar¬ 
ships,  students  must  have  a  3.0  (4.0  =  A) 
grade  point  average  in  academic  or  col¬ 
lege  preparatory  coursework  and  an 
ACT  composite  score  of  24  or  higher/or 
an  SAT  total  of  1100.  Written  exceptions 
from  student’s  guidance  counselor  or 
principal  may  be  accepted. 

As  a  result  of  last  year’s  Scholarship 


Day,  over  $200,000  in  grants  and  awards 
were  issued. 

On  Saturday  Feb.  6*  1988  prospective 
students  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
take  College  Level  Examination  Pro¬ 
gram  (CLEP)  tests.  The  student  may 
take  up  to  three  tests  at  the  cost  of  $30 
per  test. 

Also  on  Saturday,  auditions  for  the 
Centenary  College  Choir,  the  Hurley 
School  of  Music,  and  the  Centenary  Con¬ 
cert  and  Jazz  bands  will  be  held.  Audi- 
tioners  should  come  prepared  with  a 
music  selection  of  their  choice  and  a  re¬ 
cent  photograph  of  themselves.  An  ACT 
composite  score  of  24  is  not  required  to 
qualify  for  these  scholarships;  audi- 
tioners  will  be  judged  on  the  quality  of 
their  performance. 

For  more  information  contact  Mary 
Sue  Rix,  Director  of  Financial  Aid,  (318) 
869-5137. 


largest  gathering  of  United  Methodist 
youth  in  over  20  years.  The  youth  attend¬ 
ing  will  be  coming  from  46  states  and  the 
countries  of  Nigeria,  Liberia,  Kenya, 
Cuba,  Australia,  Germany  and  the  Soviet 
Union. 

“Youth  ’88”  is  designed  to  give  United 
Methodist  teenagers  an  opportunity  to 
claim,  share  and  celebrate  God’s  love 
and  grace  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  to 
strengthen  commitment  to  God  and  one 
another,  and  to  continue  Christ’s  minis¬ 
try  in  the  world. 

The  cost  for  “Youth  ’88”  is  $225  per 
person.  This  covers  lodging,  all  meals  at 
the  event,  resource  fees  and  concerts.  In 
many  cases,  church  youth  groups  are 
sponsoring  projects  to  raise  money  for 
their  youth.  The  registration  deadline  is 
May  15.  Registration  forms  have  been 
sent  to  each  local  church  in  care  of  the 
pastor.  Additional  registrations  can  be 
obtained  from  Larry  Lewis  in  the  Con¬ 
ference  Office.  They  should  be  sent, 
along  with  the  registration  fee,  to  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 

The  youth  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
have  chartered  three  buses  to  travel  to 
“Youth  ’88.”  The  cost  will  be  $100  per 
person,  which  will  cover  the  bus  and  a 
ticket  to  “Six  Flags  Over  Mid-America” 
in  St.  Louis  on  the  return  trip.  We  will  be 
leaving  on  Sunday  evening,  August  7,  and 
returning  on  Saturday,  August  13.  The 
buses  will  leave  and  return  to  three  loca¬ 
tions;  Monroe,  New  Orleans  and  Baton 
Rouge.  Bus  reservations  are  available  on 
a  first-come  basis,  but  no  later  than  July 
1.  Travel  registrations  only  should  be 
sent,  along  with  at  least  a  $25  deposit,  to 
Larry  Lewis,  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


-Around  the  Conference 


UMM  PARTY  —  The  Uptown  UMM  held  their  annual  ladies  night  and  installation 
of  officers  at  their  Christmas  party.  Pictured  1.  to  r.  are,  front  row;  Host  pastor 
Melvin  J.  Turnage  of  Napolean  UMC;  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.,  New  Orleans/Houma 
District  Superintendent;  John  Loggins,  new  president  of  Uptown  UMM;  Leland 
Wade,  pastor  of  Carrollton  Avenue  UMC.  Back  row;  Milton  Cook,  vice-president; 
Gerald  Van  Pelt,  treasurer;  George  Woodward,  secretary. 


SCHEDULE  -  SCHOLARSHIP  DAY  -  FRIDAY, 
FEBRUARY  5, 1988 

8:00-8  45 . Registration  and  Refreshments.  . Hurley  Auditorium 

8:45-9:00 . Introductions  and  Information . Hurley  Auditorium 

9:20-11:20 . Concurrent  Activities . . . Locations  Vary 

Classroom  Visits  or 
Departmental  Interviews 

11:30-12:20 . Scholarship  Essay . Kilpatrick  Auditorium 

12:30-1:45 . Luncheon  with  Faculty . Bynum  Commons 

2:00-3:00 . Concurrent  Activities . Locations  Vary 

Alumni  Scholarship  Interviews, 

Trustee  Scholarship 
Interviews,  or  Departmental 
Interviews 

3:00-4:00 . ..Honor  Societies  Reception . Meadows  Museum 

3:00-5:00 . Centenary  College  Choir  Auditions . 4th  Floor  Mickle  Hall 

4:00-4:30 . Wrap  up  of  the  Day’s  Activities . Meadows  Museum 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  6, 1988 

9:00-12:00 . CLEP  Tests . . Library  Basement 

9:00-12:00 . Auditions  for  the  Hurley  School . Hurley  School  of 

of  Music  and  the  Centenary  Music 

Concert  and  Jazz  Bands 

10:00-12:00 . Centenary  College  Choir  Auditions . 4th  Floor  Mickle  Hall 

PARENTS’  SCHEDULE  —  SCHOLARSHIP  DAY  — 
FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  5, 1988 

8:00-8:45 . Registration  and  Refreshments . Hurley  Auditorium 

8:45-9:00...: . Introductions  and  Information . Hurley  Auditorium 

9:00-9:30 . Campus  Tour . Weather  Permitting 

9:30-10:30 . Discussion  concerning  the  Liberal . Hurley  Auditorium 

Arts  Education  and  Centenary’s 
Core  Curriculum 

10:30-11:00 . Coffee . 

11:00-12:00 . Discussion  concerning  Student  Life . Hurley  Auditorium  . 

at  Centenary  and  Scholarships  and 
Financial  Aid 

12:30-1:45 . Luncheon  with  Faculty  Bynum  Commons 

3:00-4:00 . Honor  Societies  Reception . Meadows  Museum 

4:00-4:30 . Wrap  up  of  the  Day’s  Activities . Meadows  Museum 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CALL:  MARY  SUE  RIX,  DIRECTOR  OF 
FINANCIAL  AID,  869-5137 

Series  of  Disciple  Training  Events 
Are  Scheduled  Throughout  1988 


READY  TO  BUILD  —  Groundbreaking  ceremonies  were  held  at  Chirist  UMC  in 
Shreveport  for  a  new  Activities  Building.  Construction  has  begun  and  the  new  facili¬ 
ty  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  late  spring  1988.  Pictured  are:  1.  to  r.,  Bill  Stephen¬ 
son,  Building  Committee  Chairperson;  Mr.  John  Marrs,  Administrative  Board 
Chairperson;  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  Associate  Pastor;  Miss  Abby  Thomasson,  Youth 
Representative;  Mr.  John  Butler,  Project  Manager;  Mrs.  Jackie  Michaelis,  Family 
Ministries  Coordinator,  Mrs.  Allie  Sellers,  Young  at  Heart  Representative;  Dr.  Ger¬ 
ald  Richardson,  Senior  Pastor;  Mr.  Dick  Jeffrey,  Trustees  Chairperson  and  Michael 
Gusko,  Children’s  Representative.  • 


A  series  of  15  “Disciple:  Becoming 
Disciples  Through  Bible  Study”  training 
events  for  pastors  and  other  leaders  are 
scheduled  in  1988  starting  with  three  in 
January. 

Dates  and  cities  are:  Jan.  12-14,  Nash¬ 
ville;  Jan.  19-21,  Tampa;  Jan.  26-28, 
Houston;  Feb.  2-4,  Philadelphia,  June  28- 
30,  Dallas;  July  5-7  Arlington,  Va.;  July 
5-7,  Atlanta;  July  19-21,  Des  Moines;  July 
19-21,  Los  Angeles;  July  26-28,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  July  26-28,  Charlotte,  N.  C.;  Aug.  2- 
4,  Minneapolis;  Aug.  2-4,  Kansas  City, 
Kan.;  Sept.  6-8,  Denver;  and  Sept.  6-8, 
White  Plains,  N.  Y.  Space  is  limited;  call 
1-800-672-1789  to  register. 

An  adaptation  of  “Disciple”  is  being 
developed  for  groups  of  high  school  and 
post-high  youth.  The  summer  seminars 
will  include  training  for  teaching  either 
adult  or  youth  “Disciple”  groups.  Start¬ 
ing  then,  materials  for  youth  groups  will 
be  available  to  seminar  participants. 

Leaders  for  the  winter  seminars  are: 
(Nashville)  Dave  Chaney,  pastor,  Syca¬ 
more  (Ill.)  UMC,  trainer  and  Jim  Beal, 
an  Arkansas  district  superintendent, 
worship  leader;  (Tampa)  Robert  D.  Paul, 
director  of  adult  education,  Section  on 
Christian  Education,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  trainer,  and  Beal,  worship 
leader;  (Houston)  Ellsworth  Kallas,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  Church  of  the  Saviour,  Cleve¬ 


land,  Ohio,  trainer  and  Bishop  Richard 
B.  Wilke,  Arkansas  Area,  worship  leader; 
(Philadelphia)  Nan  Zoller  of  Nashville, 
diaconal  minister  and  certified  director 
of  music  and  of  Christian  Education, 
trainer,  and  F.  Gates  Vrooman,  pastor, 
First  UMC,  Morris,  Ill.,  worship  leader. 

Bishop  Wilke  and  Dick  Murray,  profes¬ 
sor  of  Christian  Education  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  and  author  of 
“Teaching  the  Bible  to  Adults  and 
Youth,”  also  appear  on  a  new  videotape 
prepared  for  the  seminars. 

The  church’s  enrollment  fee  of  $800 
covers  the  pastor’s  training  and  meals, 
and  lodging  and  provides  the  enrollment 
church  with  materials,  including  a  set  of 
four  videotapes,  for  its  first  class. 

A  fee  of  $250  will  be  charged  for  train¬ 
ing  each  additional  person  from  the 
same  church  or  charge  and  for  a  confer¬ 
ence  representative.  Planners  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  pastor  select  a 
professional  staff  member  of  a  layper¬ 
son  to  receive  training  at  the  same  semi¬ 
nar. 

Several  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  have  attended  these  valuable 
training  events.  They  include:  Rev. 
George  Duerson,  Dr.  J.  P.  Woodland, 
Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Rev.  James 
Poole,  Rev.  Ryan  Horton,  Rev.  Robert  L 
Potter  and  Rev.  Steven  Kelly. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Re-igniting  forgotten  fires  of  faith  We  have  big  Crop  of  pCW,  pillpit  ‘potatoes’ 


A  recent  meeting  of  United  Methodist 
college  students  should  open  some  eyes 
and  be  seen  as  a  sign  of  great  encourage¬ 
ment. 

The  five-day  meeting,  "Jubilee  ‘87," 
drew  some  640  young  people  from  UM- 
related  colleges,  Wesley  Foundations 
and  ecumenical  groups  around  the  world 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  8). 

Despite  bitter  winter  weather,  the 
youth  Journeyed  to  St,  Louis  to  celebrate 
Christmas  through  worship  and  Bible 
study  and  to  renew  their  Christian  com¬ 
mitment. 

That’s  a  noteworthy  occurrence  what¬ 
ever  the  age  group.  It’s  all  the  more  so 
when  one  considers  that  "Jubilee  '87"  in¬ 
volved  college  students,  a  group  often  as¬ 
sumed  to  be  spiritually  adrift  or 
skeptical  about  organized  religion. 

To  be  sure,  many  young  people  are 
adrift  and  skeptical  about  the  faith. 
However,  the  lively  response  to  "Jubilee 
’87"  suggests  that  college-age  youths  may 
be  more  open  to  the  Christian  faith  than 
commonly  is  assumed. 

A  letter  from  one  participant  offers  a 
clue  to  the  depth  and  significance  of  that 
interest.  After  thanking  the  event’s  sponsor, 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  Thomas  S. 
Russell  of  Bethesda,  Md.,  stated: 

"I  write  these  words  on  the  first  day  of 
the  new  year  having  just  returned  from 
St.  Louis  and  the  fellowship  of  new 
friends  and  the  joy  of  being  with  beloved 
sisters  and  brothers  who,  though  separat¬ 
ed  by  years  and  miles,  are  my  co-work¬ 


ers  in  God's  vineyard.  This  is  our 
future  as  a  church,  a  multiracial  and  in¬ 
ternational  community  of  believers 
struggling  with  God’s  help  to  overcome 
our  human  sins." 

Those  of  us  who  did  not  attend  "Jubi¬ 
lee  '87"  ought  to  celebrate  such  enthusi¬ 
asm  for  and  vision  of  the  faith.  They 
point  to  spiritual  ferment  in  a  segment 
6f  the  church  that  frequently  Is  better 
known  for  its  rebellion  or  apathy,  or 
both,  than  for  Its  efforts  to  renew  the 
church. 

Many  people  have  forgotten  that  col¬ 
lege  students  of  an  earlier  day,  most  no¬ 
tably  the  decade  of  the  1940s,  supplied 
much-needed  energy  and  forward-look¬ 
ing  hope  for  the  church. 

The  student  movement  of  that  time 
spawned  a  generation  of  creative  and 
gifted  church  leaders,  lay  and  clergy, 
many  of  whom  are  nearing  the  end  of 
their  active  ministries. 

That  movement  of  young  people,  and 
the  one  that  "Jubilee  '87"  suggests  could 
emerge  in  the  latter  paft  of  the  1980s,  are 
refreshing  reminders  that  God  provides 
many  avenues  for  revitalizing  the  Chris¬ 
tian  witness.  In  an  ironic  role  reversal, 
youths  often  can  and  do  become  the  "spir¬ 
itual  fathers"  of  older  generations  by  re¬ 
igniting  forgotten  fires  of  faith. 

Any  such  happening  is  encouraging 
and  warrants  widespread  support.  That 
includes  active  support  for  gatherings, 
large  and  small,  that  help  young  people 
deepen  and  clarify  their  Christian  com¬ 
mitment. 


Mark  date  for  petitions  on  calendar 


United  Methodists  who  want  to  influ- 
nce  deliberations  at  the  1988  General 
Conference  should  mark  Feb.  27  on  their 
calendars. 

That  fast-approaching  date  is.  the  last 
day  petitions  for  changes  in  church  law 
and  policy  can  be  postmarked  and  re¬ 
main  eligible  for  consideration  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  top  legislative  assembly. 

The  1984  Book  of  Discipline  (Paragraph 
608)  requires  that  petitions  be  postmarked 
no  later  than  60  days  before  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  opening  session.  This  year’s  confer¬ 
ence  in  St.  Louis  meets  April  26-May  6. 

The  opportunity  for  any  United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  petition  the  church’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body  is  an  important  right  that 
sometimes  is  overlooked  or  minimized. 

That  and  other  factors— an  increase  in 
petitions  submitted  by  groups  rather  than 
individuals,  for  example— may  help  ex¬ 
plain  why  relatively  few  petitions  have 
been  submitted  so  far  to  the  1988  General 
Conference.  Dr.  C.  Faith  Richardson,  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  secretary,  reports  that 
the  number  received  is  far  fewer  than  at 
the  same  time  four  years  ago. 

Every  petition— whether  from  a  lay 
member,  an  ordained  minister  or  an  or¬ 
ganization— receives  consideration.  His- 


By  GEORGE  WHITE 
Lounge  in  front  of  your  TV  set,  and  a  so¬ 
ciologist  could  leap  from  behind  the  sofa 
and  accuse:  "You  Couch  Potato,’  why  don't 
you  do  something  besides  watch  TV?" 

The  critic  might  easily  move  from  home 
couch  to  church  pew.  The  church  has  more 
than  a  few  lazy,  uninvolved,  spectatoritia- 
ridden,  indifferent,  passive  watchers. 

What  shall  we  call  them?  The  lay  vari¬ 
ety  of  church  couch  potatoes  might  be 

Pontius'  Puddle 


branded  "Pew  Potatoes," 

A  Pew  Potato  wants  to  be  cared  for  but 
doesn't  know  how  to  care,  A  Pew  Potato 
wants  to  be  visited  but  never  visits.  A  Pew 
Potato  wants  the  benefits  of  Bible  study 
but  leaves  the  discovering  to  someone  else, 
A  Pew  Potato  catalogs  the  mistakes  of 
others  but  misses  his/her  own.  A  Pew 
Potato  has  not  only  forgotten  what 
hc/she  used  to  be  but  has  also  lost  sight 
of  what  he/she  rnnIH  become. 


New  Potatoes  become  Pew  Potatoes 
when  they  stop  growing  and  just  vege¬ 
tate.  But  Pew  Potatoes  can  become  Seed 
Potatoes  when  they  get  out  of  their  skins, 
die  to  themselves  and  sprout  afresh. 

Lest  you  feel  I’m  a  bit  hard  on  lay  spuds, 
let  me  assure  you  that  I've  noticed  another 
variety  of  couch  potato  In  church— Pulpit 
Potatoes,  The  Spuds  McPreachers, 

A  Pulpit  Potato  wants  to  be  cared  for 
(be  well-paid,  etc.)  but  doesn't  want  to 
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care  for  others.  A  Pulpit  Potato  is  a 
"serving  professional"  but  won't  work 
more  than  two  quadrants  a  day. 

A  Pulpit  Potato  stays  out  of  hot  water 
but  withholds  his/her  true  flavor  from 
the  church's  mix. 

A  Pulpit  Potato  Is  thin-skinned  but 
thick-hearted. 

A  Pulpit  Potato  produces  complaints 
but  not  results. 

A  Pulpit  Potato  serves  up  half-baked 
Ideas  but  can't  understand  why  the  hear¬ 
ers  get  indigestion. 

Pulpit  Potatoes  often  get  "mashed" 
because  even  Pew  Potatoes  will  put  up 
with  only  so  much. 

Pulpit  Potatoes  can  be  changed  and 
Improved,  but  too  often  they  just  get 
moved. 

"Haro  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  George  White  is 
the  senior  minister  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa  (Iowa  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length )  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Houston  Declaration:  praise,  cheers,  boos 


tory  shows  that  the  more  petitions 
received  on  an  issue,  the  more  attention 
it  is  likely  to  receive  from  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates. 

If  you  or  an  organization  within  your 
congregation— the  administrative  board, 
council  on  ministries,  a  Sunday-school 
class,  etc.— have  a  concern  that  you  would 
like  the  General  Conference  to  address, 
it's  not  too  late.  Consult  with  your  pastor 
or  district  superintendent  about  the  for¬ 
mat  for  submitting  petitions.  Here  are 
some  basic  steps  to  follow: 

S  Mail  petitions  to  Dr.  C.  Faith  Rich¬ 
ardson,  168  Mount  Vernon  St.,  Newton- 
ville.  Mass.  02160,  by  Feb.  27. 

7  Send  two  copies  of  each  petition, 
signed  with  the  sender's  name,  address 
and  annual  conference. 

y  State  your  concern  briefly  and  indi¬ 
cate  what  action  you  want  the  General 
Conference  to  take. 

y  Deal  with  only  one  subject  or  one 
paragraph  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  in 
each  petition. 

y  Indicate  the  vote  by  which  the  peti¬ 
tion  was  approved  if  it  represents  the 
concern  of  a  group,  such  as  an  adminis¬ 
trative  board  or  Sunday-school  class. 


To  the  Editor: 

Praise  God  for  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion  and  for  the  50  pastors  who  organized 
to  make  it  (see  UMR.  Dec.  25)! 

This  statement  has  long  been  needed 
by  our  church.  Many  of  us  are  continual¬ 
ly  embarrassed  by  all  the  focus  on  the 
homosexual  issue  that  floods  the  media 
preceding  every  General  Conference. 

I  want  to  sign  my  name  to  that  decla¬ 
ration  on  three  cardinal  certainties  and 
do  all  I  can  to  support  that  cause.  Please 
let  me  know  how  I  can  help. 

I  can  think  of  no  more  important  thing 
to  do  on  Christmas  Eve  than  to  write 
such  a  letter  and  register  my  conviction. 
Thank  you  for  printing  the  good  article. 

Charles  L.  Boss 
Yucaipa,  California 

Declaration  cheered 

To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  the  Houston  “decla¬ 
ration"  (see  UMR,  Dec.  25)! 

As  a  pastor,  I  am  encouraged  that 
some  of  our  leading  local  church  pastors 
have  taken  this  step.  It  is  high  time  for 
those  of  us  who  are  closest  to  our  people 
(and  who  raise  the  funds  to  pay  the  ap¬ 
portionments!)  to  speak  out  clearly  about 
the  direction  in  which  some  of  our  gener¬ 
al  boards  and  agencies  would  like  to  lead 
our  denomination. 

As  a  delegate  to  General  Conference,  I 
intend  to  support  the  Houston  Declara¬ 


tion  all  the  way  to  St.  Louis!  I  hope  there 
will  be  many  more  come  on  board. 

James  A.  Harnish 
Orlando,  Florida 

They  don’t  speak  for  me 

To  the  Editor: 

In  reading  the  Dec.  25  article  about 
the  Houston  Declaration,  I  was  unsure 
about  whether  amusement  or  anger 
dominated  my  response. 

There  was  amusement  certainly  in 
reading  the  diatribes  against  "caucuses 
and  special  interest  groups”  when  the  50 
pastors  themselves  are  establishing  yet 
one  more  caucus. 

Fortunately,  despite  their  fears,  neither 
they  nor  the  groups  they  inveigh  against 
can  "splinter  and  divide  our  church.”  We 
can  do  that  only  if  we  cease  to  listen  to  one 
another  in  love  and  cease  to  be  in  fellow¬ 
ship  together  despite  our  differences. 

What  angered  me  was  the  arrogance  of 
their  presuming  to  define  what  is  appropri¬ 
ate  for  the  language  of  the  church  and  the 
church’s  attitude  toward  homosexuals. 

Language  about  God  is  always  inade¬ 
quate,  whether  it  is  the  traditional  trini¬ 
tarian  formulation,  a  functional 
definition  or  any  other  words. 

The  addition  of  other  ways  of  describ¬ 
ing  our  experience  and  understanding  of 
God  beyond  "Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spir¬ 
it”  does  not  make  us  an  apostate  church. 
Instead,  they  enrich  and  broaden  our 


My  Witness 

Christ  can  breach  all  barriers  that  divide  us 


By  WESLEY  F.  STEVENS 

It  is  a  fact  of  life  that  we  find  our¬ 
selves  confronted  by  people  from  time  to 
time  who  make  us  uneasy. 

It  may  be  how  we  are  approached  by 
them  It  may  be  what  we  imagine  they 
are  like  because  of  their  dress,  manner, 
speech,  etc. 

If  we  add,  as  a  reason  for  wanting  to 
“keep  our  distance,"  the  more  obvious 
prejudices  of  race,  class  and  nationality,  it 
becomes  clear  how  we  alienate  ourselves 
from  many  who  deserve  better  from  us. 

In  the  process,  we  shut  ourselves  off 
from  the  possibility  of  receiving  some 
special  gifts  from  them  as  God’s  people. 

I  was  made  aware  of  one  of  the  more 
subtle  aspects  of  distancing  recently 
when  I,  as  guest  minister,  visited  a 


church  located  near  the  house  where  my 
mother,  who  died 
last  year,  had  lived. 

A  lady  in  the 
church  works  with 
the  meals-on-wheels 
program  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  She  had 
brought  my  mother  a 
meal  on  a  certain 
day  each  week. 

In  mentioning  my  mother  to  me.  she 
said,  repeating  it  for  emphasis,  “She  was 
such  a  sweet,  OLD  lady!" 

Oh,  my!  I  would  never  have  thought  of 
my  mother  as  an  old  lady  even  though 
she  was,  at  the  time,  in  her  late  80s.  For 
goodness  sake,  why  not,  “Your  mother 
was  such  a  sweet  person”? 


,v\ 

Wesley  Stevens 


In  using  the  word  “old”  to  describe  my 
mother,  the  lady  was  maintaining  a  dis¬ 
tance  between  the  two  of  them  (and  es¬ 
tablishing  distance  between  the  two  of 
us! ).  Age,  for  her,  limited  the  opportunity 
she  had  of  gaining  a  richer  human  asso¬ 
ciation  with  another. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  many  of  God’s 
people  who  are  victimized  by  the  narrow 
judgment  of  others  because  of  certain  ste¬ 
reotypes  into  which  they  are  cast. 

The  answer  to  the  problem  of  distanc¬ 
ing  comes  to  us  from  the  Bible.  Words 
from  Galatians  carry  out  the  theme  of 
eliminating  the  lines  we  draw  between 
ourselves  and  others. 

“In  Christ  there  is  neither  Jew  nor 
Greek.  There  is  neither  slave  nor  free.” 
That  meaning  can  be  expanded  to  in¬ 


clude  “there  is  neither  young  nor  old.” 

Christ  has  broken  every  barrier  down. 
Christ  is  our  peace— our  healing.  In 
Christ,  the  distance  we,  sometimes  un¬ 
consciously,  put  between  ourselves  and 
others  is  eliminated. 

By  the  grace  of  Christ  we  are  at  once 
approached  and  healed.  Thanks  be  to  God! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Wesley  F.  Stevens  is  serv¬ 
ing  a  special  appointment  as  administra¬ 
tor  of  Holly  Hall  Retirement  Home  in 
Houston  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


ways  of  perceiving  God’s  ongoing  activi¬ 
ty  in  our  world  and  our  lives.  We  should 
celebrate,  not  condemn,  such  efforts. 

The  issue  of  homosexuality  has  been 
argued  in  these  pages  extensively,  so  suf¬ 
fice  it  to  say  that  I  found  the  authors’  po¬ 
sition  to  be  inadequate  and  not  at  all 
descriptive  of  the  goodness  of  God’s  cre¬ 
ative  work  in  the  lives  of  homosexuals. 
The  ministries  performed  have  shown 
God’s  presence  as  surely  as  in  heterosex¬ 
uals,  ordained  and  lay,  in  ministry. 

Thank  you  for  informing  us  about  one 
more  group  that  claims  to  speak  for 
"those  of  us  rooted  and  grounded  in  the 
life  of  the  local  church”— but  on  these  is¬ 
sues  they  do  not  speak  for  me. 

Donald  J.  Rudalevige 
Watertown,  Massachusetts 

I  am  now  hopeful 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodists  everywhere  should 
rejoice  and  thank  God  for  the  50  pastors 
and  their  declaration  on  three  doctrinal 
certainties  (see  UMR,  Dec.  25). 

I  am  now  hopeful  that  I  will  not  be 
forced  out  of  my  church  after  40  years  by 
a  few  who  desire  to  change  its  scriptural 
foundations.  May  our  God  continue  to  give 
courage  to  our  leadership  in  these  times. 

Patrick  M.  McNair 
Midland,  Texas 

Event  painfully  interesting 

To  the  Editor: 

I  found  it  painfully  interesting  to  learn 
that  some  church  leaders  are  opposed  to 
ordaining  people  who  happen  to  have  been 
born  with  a  sexual  orientation  that  is  dif¬ 
ferent  from  theirs  (see  UMR.  Dec.  25). 

From  the  last  century  I  heard  echoes 
from  church  leaders  who  once  excluded 
from  church  membership  people  who 
happened  to  have  been  born  with  a  skin 
color  different  from  theirs. 


Are  we  moving  toward  a  Divided 
Methodist  Church  or  a  United  Methodist 
Church? 

Frank  Lewis  McRae 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

We  object  to  ‘weekend’ 

To  the  Editor: 

We  wish  to  go  on  record  and  to  show 
our  disapproval  of  the  church-funded  en¬ 
richment  weekend  for  "gay"  and  lesbian 
couples  (see  UMR,  Dec.  18). 

It  is  against  what  is  stated  in  the  Book 
of  Discipline  and  what  the  Bible  teaches. 
Hence,  we  object  to  having  our  money 
spent  for  such  programs. 

Lincoln  and  Mildred  Nadsen 
Sierra  City,  California 

Article  corrected,  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  to  read  the  article  on 
home  missionaries  in  the  Dec.  4  issue. 

You  have  rightly  reported  the  move 
away  from  the  term  “home  missionary” 
toward  the  term  “missionary”  for  those 
serving  in  national  mission  positions. 

There  were,  however,  several  state¬ 
ments  in  your  article  that  need  correc¬ 
tion  or  clarification. 

1.  Mr.  Stanton’s  name  is  Loren  Keith 
Stanton. 

2.  Mr.  Stanton,  while  living  in  suburban 
Philadelphia,  is  assigned  as.  “immigration 
response  specialist”  for  the  northeastern 
seaboard,  not  just  Philadelphia. 

3.  People  are  "assigned,”  not  “com¬ 
missioned,”  as  church  and  community 
workers. 

4.  Church  and  community  workers 
have  had  the  right  to  be  commissioned  in 
these  categories  for  a  long  time. 

5.  The  current  number  of  church  and 
community  workers  is  54. 

Elaine  B.  Barnes 
New  York,  New  York 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Tampa,  Fla. 


The  Reporter  welcomes  as  new  readers 
about  270  member-families  of  the  Temple 
Terrace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tampa,  Fla.  (Florida  conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to 
more  than  370  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  newspaper.  Those  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  annual- 
conference  and  general-religious  news 
and  are  mailed  directly  to  the  homes  of 


the  church’s  members. 

To  our  new  readers  in  Tampa,  we  say, 
“Welcome.”  We  hope  you  will  find  youf 
new  church  paper  interesting  and  infor¬ 
mative  and  that  you  will  join  with  other 
readers  in  providing  feedback  through - 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.”  > 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across- 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for! 
reading  your  edition  of  the  United  Meth-! 
odist  Reporter.” 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 


Prayer  keeps  hope  alive  for  Arab  Christians  in  Israel 


I  searched  for  signs  of  hope  during  a 
recent  trip  to  Israel  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4). 

I  particularly  looked  for  signs  of  hope 
for  the  Christian  church  in  its  land  of  ori¬ 
gin  but  where  our  faith  is  embraced  by 
fewer  than  3  percent  of  the  people. 

My  "pilgrimage”  to  the  Holy  Land  pro¬ 
vided  an  opportunity  to  observe  adher¬ 
ents  of  three  of  the  world’s  great  religions 
living  side-by-side  amid  political  tensions 
that  make  peace  appear  impossible. 

Traditional  guardians  of  the  Christian 
holy  places  and  shrines— certain  orders 
and  hierarchy  of  the  Roman  Catholic, 
Greek  Orthodox  and  other  churches  that 
need  to  maintain  good  diplomatic  ties— 
appear  to  the  outsider  to  go  about  their 
business  generally  untouched  by  Israel’s 
social  and  political  complexities. 

However,  congregations  seeking  to 
minister  to  present  and  future  genera¬ 
tions  of  Christians  in  the  Holy  Land 
share  a  different  experience.  They  try  to 
offer  hope  where  little  appears  to  exist. 

Most  Christians  in  this  land  are  Arabs 
who  are  also  Israeli  citizens.  There  is  a 
minority  of  Armenian  Christians.  A  small 
but  significant  presence,  especially  in  Je¬ 
rusalem,  are  Europeans  and  Americans. 

I  found  it  very  difficult  during  my  short 
stay  to  learn  much  about  Jews  who  have 
become  Christians.  I  did  learn  that  there 
are  more  Jews  who  have  become  believers 
in  Jesus  as  Messiah  than  there  are  Jews 
who  identify  with  the  Christian  church. 

It  would  be  a  mistake  to  assume  that 
Christians,  or  churches,  are  targets  of  op¬ 
pression  in  Israel.  However,  the  level  of 
frustration  among  Christians  is  high— es¬ 
pecially  among  Arab  Christians  who  per¬ 
ceive  themselves  to  be  oppressed  and  in 
some  cases  even  social  outcasts. 


The  origin  of  their  frustration— or  per¬ 
ceived  oppression — is  twofold: 

First  is  the  politi¬ 
cal  conflict  between 
Palestinian  Arabs 
and  Jews— which 
even  an  Arab  who  is 
an  Israeli  citizen 
feels.  Second  is  the 
religious  difference, 
and  resulting  experi¬ 
ence  of  rejection,  be-  Dan  Louis 
tween  Arab  Christians  and  their  fellow 
Arabs,  most  of  whom  are  Moslem. 


Political  strife  creates  pain 

Conversation  within  our  traveling 
group  frequently  touched  on  the  difficul¬ 
ty  of  finding  hope  for  peace  in  the  midst 
of  such  complex  cultural  tensions.  Little 
did  I  expect  that  within  days  of  my  re¬ 
turn  home,  the  entire  picture  would  be 
further  complicated  by  the  eruption  of 
violence  in  the  Holy  Land  unmatched 
during  the  past  decade. 

In  recent  weeks  some  two  dozen  Arabs 
have  been  killed  while  protesting  Israeli 
occupation  of  Arab-inhabited  land.  Dozens 
of  other  Arabs  have  been  seriously  in¬ 
jured,  as  have  a  number  of  Israeli  soldiers. 

The  near  monthlong  observance  of  the 
birth  of  Jesus  in  Bethlehem,  celebrated 
elaborately  by  three  different  Christian  tra¬ 
ditions  and  by  pilgrims  from  around  the 
world,  was  muted  by  the  fear  of  violence. 
The  Roman  Catholic  midnight  Mass  at  the 
Church  of  the  Nativity  drew  only  half  as 
many  worshipers  this  year  as  normal. 

As  I  read  the  reports  and  traced  the 
spread  of  the  violence  from  the  occupied 
West  Bank  and  the  Gaza  Strip  to  Arab 
communities  within  Israel  proper,  I  re¬ 


called  how  Christians  with  whom  I  visited 
in  Israel  expressed  uncertainty  about  the 
future  of  the  church  amid  such  conflict. 

The  Israeli  government’s  role  in  secur¬ 
ing  that  future  has  both  a  positive  and 
negative  side. 

On  the  positive  side,  the  official  position 
of  the  government  toward  religions  other 
than  Judaism  is  a  high  level  of  tolerance, 
cooperation  and  even  protection. 

Israelis  point  with  pride  to  the  pains 
they  take  to  protect  and  preserve  holy 
places  and  shrines  of  other  religions.  An 
example  is  an  unused  and  unimpressive 
minaret  between  Jaffa  and  Tel  Aviv— re¬ 
moved  from  any  Moslem  area.  It  has  been 
enclosed  by  the  government  in  metal  scaf¬ 
folding  just  to  keep  it  from  collapsing. 

On  the  negative  side  is  Israel’s  well- 
known  "anti-mission  law.”  This  law  pro¬ 
hibits  the  use  of  enticements— money, 
jobs,  relocation,  etc.— to  get  a  person  to 
change  religions.  It  is  clearly  in  place  to 
control  evangelistic  activity  within  the 
Jewish  community. 

But,  according  to  church  leaders,  the 
law  is  seldom  exercised.  First,  the  church 
makes  every  effort  to  be  a  "good  citizen” 
in  Israel  and  to  adhere  to  Israeli  law. 

Second,  government  officials  disagree 
among  themselves  about  the  law.  That  in¬ 
cludes  some  who  feel  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  itself  may  be  a  major  violator 
through  some  of  its  resettlement  programs. 

The  political  factor  as  a  source  of  frus¬ 
tration  and  sense  of  oppression  among 
Christians  cannot  easily  be  separated  from 
religious  and  cultural  factors.  That  was  il¬ 
lustrated  by  a  conversation  I  had  with  an 
Anglican  priest  from  the  U.S.  Midwest. 

When  I  asked  him  about  the  future  of 
the  Christian  church  in  Israel  in  light  of 


the  ongoing  Jewish-Arab  conflict,  he  re¬ 
sponded,  "You  have  raised  the  critical 
question  of  the  church  in  this  land.” 

He  told  me  of  a  predominantly  Arab 
Christian  village,  which  in  the  last  five 
years  has  seen  more  of  its  citizens  move 
to  the  United  States  than  now  remain. 

"The  Arab  feels  he  has  no  future  in  Isra¬ 
el,"  he  said.  "And,  the  Christian  Arab  is  tru¬ 
ly  caught  between  two  forces.  If  he  can  find 
a  chance  to  leave,  he  will.  As  they  leave, 
the  church  diminishes  in  number.” 

A  young  Arab  Protestant  minister  said 
his  congregation  is  growing  but  agreed 
with  the  assessment  that  Arabs— Chris¬ 
tian  Arabs  in  particular— are  watchful 
for  a  chance  to  leave  Israel. 

Then,  after  looking  warily  up  and 
down  the  street  where  we  were  standing, 
he  said,  "You  must  understand  that  in 
spite  of  what  you  are  told  and  what  the 
law  may  seem  to  say,  the  Arab  has  no 
real  rights  in  Israel.” 

A  professional  person  from  the  United 
States  who  has  lived  in  Jerusalem  more 
than  five  years  and  is  an  active  layper¬ 
son  in  a  Protestant  congregation  tried  to 
interpret  that  statement. 

"One’s  perception  of  his  or  her  condi¬ 
tion  is  frequently  more  real  than  the 
facts,”  he  said. 

“Once  young  Arabs  have  developed  a 
skill  or  a  profession,  they  feel  what  they 
will  be  allowed  to  achieve  in  Israel  with 
such  skills  is  short  of  their  potential.  If 
they  are  Christian,  this  is  intensified  by 
lack  of  acceptance  in  the  traditional 
Arab-Moslem  culture.  The  best  are  very 
likely  to  emigrate.” 

An  Arab-Roman  Catholic  businesswom¬ 
an  in  Nazareth  came  directly  to  the  point. 

“I  have  many  very  good  personal 


friends  who  are  Jews,”  she  said.  “They 
don't  care  that  I  am  Catholic  or  even 
that  I  am  Arab.  We  are  good  friends,  and 
if  I  get  sick,  they  would  care  for  me. 

"But  they  will  not  send  me  business,  it 
is  hard  to  be  Arab  and  Christian  and  be 
in  business.  The  Moslem  has  that  com¬ 
munity  to  draw  from,  but  we  (Christians) 
are  not  very  many." 

Hope  is  in  prayer 

Shortly  after  our  group  arrived  in  Je¬ 
rusalem,  we  were  addressed  by  a  rabbi 
and  professor  of  Jewish  history.  Profes¬ 
sor  Pinchas  Peli  told  us  that  there  is 
hope  in  Israel,  at  least  in  Jerusalem. 

He  told  a  story  of  a  recent  immigrant 
to  Jerusalem  who  had  just  learned  that 
his  application  for  a  telephone  in  that 
city  could  not  be  filled  for  at  least  two, 
and  perhaps  three,  years. 

The  man  dejectedly  appealed  to  the 
clerk  with  whom  he  was  dealing,  "You 
mean  there  is  no  hope  that  I  can  get  a 
telephone  any  sooner  than  two  years?" 

The  clerk  abruptly  stood  up  behind  the 
desk  where  she  was  working,  lifted  her 
head  high,  and  said,  "In  Jerusalem,  there 
is  always  hope.  Perhaps  no  chance  but 
always  hope.” 

Peaceful  solutions  to  the  conflict  in  this 
land  seem  to  have  little  chance.  Conse¬ 
quently,  peaceful  existence  for  Christians 
here  appears  to  have  little  hope. 

But  Professor  Pali  said  one  cannot  live 
in  Jerusalem  without  hope.  He  added  that 
peace  in  the  land  is  worth  waiting  for  and 
reminded  his  audience  that  meanwhile  ; 
"prayer  can  win  beyond  all  odds.” 

What  would  be  true  of  Jerusalem,  and  ; 
Israel,  is  surely  true  for  all  the  world. 

-DANIEL  J.  LOUIS. : 


MNUARY  15,  198B 


THK  UNITED  METHODIST  ".EI’ORTFH 


PAGE  3 


Ethiopians  need  more 
than  food  donations, 
NCC  official  reports 


From  Religious  News  Service 

The  United  States  must  offer 
long-term  developmental  assistance 
In  addition  to  food  donations  If  It  Is 
to  lessen  the  effects  of  an  Impending 
drought  In  Ethiopia. 

That  was  the  message  last  month 
from  the  director  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Africa  Office. 

"While  the  U.S.  government  has 
responded  quickly  and  positively 
with  emergency  assistance  In  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  current  drought,  It  Is 
still  adamant  that  It  will  not  provide 
development  assistance  to  Ethio¬ 
pia,”  said  Willis  H.  Logan  on  his  re¬ 
turn  Dec.  19  from  a  weeklong  visit 
to  Ethiopia. 

He  stressed  a  need  to  pressure  the 
U.S.  government  to  provide  such 
help. 

"While  the  U.S.  and  Ethiopian 
government  relations  still  are  not 
friendly,  the  U.S.  is  affirming  that 
humanitarian  assistance  to  Ethiopi¬ 
ans  is  important  despite  the  politi¬ 
cal  system  under  which  they  are 
living,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Logan  warned  that  without 
sustained  developmental  assistance, 
Ethiopia  would  be  unable  by  1990  to 
feed  10  million  of  its  44  million  peo¬ 
ple. 

The  NCC  official  said  he  was  re¬ 
lieved  "not  to  see  the  level  of  devas¬ 
tation  and  starvation  that  I  saw 
when  I  visited  Ethiopia  in  Novem- 
.  ber  1984.” 

However,  he  said  the  situation 
could  badly  deteriorate  over  the 
next  two  to  three  months  without 
more  aid  and  improvement  in  road 
security. 

Even  without  a  drought  in  Ethio¬ 
pia  this  year,  the  country  would  ex¬ 
perience  severe  food  shortages  be¬ 


cause  it  can’t  produce  enough  food 
for  its  population,  Mr.  Logan  said. 

Taking  up  a  theme  that  has  been 
stressed  repeatedly  by  relief  agen¬ 
cies  over  the  years,  Mr,  Logan  said 
development  assistance  Is  needed  to 
create  small  dams  and  water  catch¬ 
ment  programs. 

"Even  when  Ethiopia  receives 
rain,  the  water  Is  not  used,  but  sim¬ 
ply  runs  away,”  he  said.  "We  have 
drought  In  the  United  States,  but  we 
don't  see  thousands  of  people  dying 
because  we  are  developed.” 

Mr.  Logan  likened  the  terrain  In 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico  to  the  dry 
pockets  experiencing  famine  In 
Ethiopia. 

He  said  officials  involved  with 
government  development  indicated 
to  him  that  the  United  States  would 
be  unwilling  to  give  developmental 
aid  until  Ethiopia,  which  is  involved 
in  a  civil  war,  makes  some  "policy 
changes,"  Mr.  Logan  said. 

"I  think  it  is  more  a  matter  of 
ideological  differences,”  than  of  oth¬ 
er  obstacles  such  as  statutory  im¬ 
pediments,  he  said. 

Most  of  all,  Mr.  Logan  said, 
"There  needs  to  be  international 
pressure  for  peace  in  Ethiopia— at 
least  for  a  cease-fire  in  the  ongoing 
civil  strife,  which  affects  especially 
(the  provinces  of)  Tigray  and  Eri¬ 
trea.” 

Mr.  Logan’s  trip  took  him  and 
four  other  members  of  an  Interfaith 
Hunger  Appeal  team  through  Ethio¬ 
pia  to  assess  the  famine  situation. 

The  team  reviewed  activities  of 
health-appeal  agencies.  They  repre¬ 
sent  Church  World  Service,  relief 
arm  of  the  NCC;  Catholic  Relief  Ser¬ 
vices;  Lutheran  World  Relief;  and 
the  American  Jewish  Joint  Distribu¬ 
tion  Committee 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

MEKELLE,  Ethiopia-An  Ethiopian  mother  and  her  two  children  col¬ 
lect  grain  rations  supplied  by  foreign  relief  agencies.  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice,  the  relief  arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches,  is  one  of  the 
participating  organizations.  Some  3  million  people  face  starvation  and 
famine  in  northern  Ethiopia  because  of  a  continuing  drought. 


UM  relief  panel  eyes  increase  in  emergency  aid 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Crop  failure  in 
northern  Ethiopia  is  prompting  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  to  consider  reallocating  another 
$100,000  for  emergency  relief  to 
that  perennially  troubled  area. 

Directors  of  the  committee  will 
be  asked  to  consider  that  action  at 
their  winter  meeting  in  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Jan.  21-23,  according  to  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of 
the  committee. 

“We'd  like  to  send  high-protein 
biscuits  and  spare  parts  for  trucks 
to  the  Christian  Relief  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Association,”  which  coordi¬ 


nates  relief  efforts  for  most 
non-governmental  organizations  in 
Ethiopia,  Dr  Kehrberg  said. 

“If  we  can  keep  people  out  of  ref¬ 
ugee  camps  until  the  end  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  we  can  start  distributing  tools 
and  seed  for  rehabilitation  efforts.” 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  she  believes 
enough  emergency  food  is  already 
in  the  pipeline.  Some  550,000  tons  of 
food  has  been  pledged  to  Ethiopia  by 
the  international  community,  of 
which  247,000  tons  will  come  from 
the  United  States. 

But  distribution  within  the  coun¬ 
try  is  difficult  because  of  rebel  at¬ 
tacks  on  convoys  and  wear  and  tear 


on  trucks. 

Continuing  civil  strife  in  the 
northern  provinces,  scene  of  the  re¬ 
cent  drought,  prompted  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  close  the  roads  for  a  time. 

During  the  1985-86  drought  and 
famine,  Dr.  Kehrberg  recalled,  a 
major  effort  was  made  by  relief 
agencies  to  purchase  trucks  and  set 
up  maintenance  shops. 

Today  65  trucks  operate  through¬ 
out  the  country,  and  “we  have  to 
keep  the  trucks  viable,”  she  said. 

The  Committee  on  Relief  has  con¬ 
tributed  $3.5  million  to  Ethiopia  in 
the  past  three  years  and  approved 
an  additional  $3  million  for  renewal 


and  rehabilitation  programs  run  by 
the  Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church  over 
the  next  three  years,  Dr.  Kehrberg 
said. 

At  their  fall  meeting,  relief  com¬ 
mittee  directors  reallocated 
$400,000  from  a  long-term  Ethiopian 
development  program  into  emer¬ 
gency  aid. 

The  Committee  on  Relief’s  major 
preoccupation  is  with  long-term  de¬ 
velopment  aid.  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

United  Methodists  wishing  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  Ethiopian  relief  may  do  so 
through  the  Africa  Hunger  and  De¬ 
velopment  Advance  Special  No. 
101900-4,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 


UMs  called  to  re-ignite 
fires  of  Wesleyan  faith 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO- While  most  U.S.  residents 
shivered  last  week.  United  Methodists 
were  challenged  to  recapture  a  spirit  of 
evangelism  Ignited  by  a  '  heartwarming'’ 
event  250  years  ago 

About  750  people  from  across  the  coun¬ 
try-less  than  half  the  number  one  official 
said  was  planned  for— braved  wind-chill 
temperatures  as  low  as  50  below  zero  to 
attend  "Aldersgate  Now!"— the  1988  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  UM  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

The  semiannual  congress,  sponsored 
by  an  affiliate  organization  of  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Dlsclplcshlp,  was 
among  the  first  events  to  highlight  the 
250th  anniversary  of  John  Wesley's  con¬ 
version  at  Aldersgate. 

In  a  room  on  that  London  street  May 
24.  1738.  Wesley  had  the  experience  that 
changed  his  life  and  gave  birth  to  the 
Methodist  movement. 

The  Anglican  clergyman  heard  a  read¬ 
ing  of  Protestant  reformer  Martin  Lu¬ 
ther's  commentary  on  the  New 
Testament  book  of  Romans.  He  later 
wrote.  "I  felt  my  heart  strangely 
warmed.  I  felt  I  did  trust  in  Christ, 
Christ  alone,  for  salvation.” 

United  Methodist  historians  view  the 
experience  as  the  beginning  of  the  move¬ 
ment  that  today  includes  some  25  million 
Methodists— 9.7  million  of  them  United 
Methodists— worldwide. 

Event  doesn't  look  back 

But  the  Council  on  Evanglism-spon- 
sored  gathering  last  week  was  not  a  his¬ 
toric  observance,  said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox.  the  top  UM  evangelism  executive. 

"The  theme  of  the  congress  is  Alders¬ 
gate  Now!”  he  said.  “We  want  United 
Methodists  today  to  experience  for  them¬ 
selves  the  reality  of  their  faith. 

"We  want  to  recapture  that  contagious 
enthusiasm  and  help  people  to  name  the 
name  of  Jesus.  Aldersgate  may  help  us 
to  do  that.” 

Dr.  Fox  urged  United  Methodist 
churches  worldwide  to  join  other 
churches  of  Wesleyan  tradition  in  their 
communities  in  celebrating  the  Alders¬ 
gate  event  on  Pentecost  Sunday,  May  22 

If  Wesleyan  churches  could  add  just 
one  new  member  per  church  that  day, 
some  250,000  new  Christians  would  ac¬ 
cept  the  faith,  Dr.  Fox  said 

He  also  urged  United  Methodists  to  be 
part  of  the  2  million  people  who  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  use  the  Rev.  Donald  English's 
book,  "The  Meaning  of  the  Warmed 
Heart,"  for  a  Lenten  or  Pentecost  study. 

Dr.  English,  head  of  the  home  mission 
board  of  the  British  Methodist  Church, 
led  a  three-part  Bible  study  at  the  con¬ 
gress  on  a  portion  of  1  Corinthians. 

Church  leaders  at  the  congress  repeat¬ 
edly  challenged  their  750-plus  listeners 
to  share  the  good  news  of  Jesus  in  a  new 
and  fresh  way. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  different  ways  to 
tell  it."  Dr.  Fox  said.  “And  sometimes 


Women  fill  one-third  of  General  Conference  seats 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
The  role  of  women  in  Methodist  poli¬ 
cy-making  has  come  a  long  way  in  the 
past  100  years. 

When  Frances  Willard,  head  of  the 
Women’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
and  four  other  women  were  elected  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1888  General  Conference  of 
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the  old  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  they 
were  denied  their  seats. 

But  when  United  Methodists  from 
around  the  globe  gather  in  St.  Louis  April 
26  for  their  top  legislative  assembly,  wom¬ 
en— for  the  first  time— will  account  for 
more  than  half  the  U.S.  lay  delegates. 

In  addition,  14  percent  of  the  clergy 
delegates  to  the  every-four-year  policy¬ 
making  meeting  for  the  9.7-million- 
member  denomination  will  be  women. 

In  all,  more  than  290,  or  almost  one 
third,  of  the  996  delegates  to  the  10-day 
General  Conference  will  be  women. 

All  but  four  of  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ence  delegations  from  the  United  States 
will  include  laywomen,  led  by  the  West 
Ohio  conference  with  12. 

Clergywomen  delegates  will  represent 
45  of  the  73,  paced  by  Wisconsin  with  three. 

Several  of  the  84  United  Methodist  del¬ 
egates  from  annual  conferences  outside 
the  United  States  are  women,  but  com¬ 
plete  reports  were  not  readily  available 


CLASS 

IFIED 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Somerset  Kentucky  (membership  approximately 
1,000)  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time  Min¬ 
ister  of  Music  and  full-time  Minister  of  Youth  and 
.Education  or  any  combination  of  the  above  A  Min¬ 
ister  of  Music  is  needed  early  in  1988  Salary  and 
benefits  will  be  in  relationship  to  experience  and  is 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  growing  1  400-member  church  Will  coordinate 
educational  programs  (or  preschool  through  adult 

A  degree  in  Christian  education  and  experience 
preferred  Inquire  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church  1510  Furman  Rd  .  Jacksonville.  FL  32217 
or (904) 733-8477 

negotiable  Send  reply  to:  Jack  C  Crawford.  Jr., 
Chairman.  Pastor-Parish  Committee.  P.O.  Box 
457.  Burnside.  KY  42519  Tel  (606)  561-4475 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  Director 
sought  lor  rapidly  growing  1. 000-member  church 
in  Jacksonville  Beach.  Florida.  Send  resume  to 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 

tion  with  responsibility  for  educational  ministry 

Robert  E  May.  325-7th  Avenue  North.  Jackson¬ 
ville  Beach.  FL  32250 

church  in  San  Jose  metropolitan  area  Profession¬ 
al  training  and  proven  competency  in  Christian 
Education  required  For  application  write  PSPR 
Search  Committee.  First  UMC.  P.O  Box  875. 
Campbell,  CA  95009 

ST  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Largo,  Fla  a  suburban  church  of  3.000  members, 
is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  ministries. 
Methodist  background  preferred  With  multi  staff 
capabilities  and  five  years'  experience  in  full 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Ruth  M  Smith  Center. 

Sheffield.  PA  A  United  Methodist-related  commu¬ 
nity  service  agency  (emphasis  on  adult  residential 
and  child  care  programs).  Resumes  should  include 

package  (pension,  medical  insurance  and  sick 
leave)  Send  resume  to  Rev  John  Gatewood.  St 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church.  1199  Highland  Ave¬ 
nue.  Largo.  FL  34640 

tion  available  June'l.  1988  Resumes  due  Feb  15, 
1988  Reply  to  Rev  Dale  Shunk.  P.O  Box  177. 
Sandv  Lake.  PA  16145.  E.O.E. 

DIRECTOR  MINISTER  OF  EVANGELISM  1.000- 

member  church  in  growing  area  seeks  full-time 
person  Must  have  BA  degree  with  training  in 
evangelism  and  church  growth  Resume  to  Rev 
Joseph  Bullington.  Cokesburv  UMC.  5725  9th  Ave.. 
Pensacola.  FL  32504 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  position 

available  at  2.400-member  First  UMC.  Odessa.  TX. 

bles*  handbells,  church  orchestra^ Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  salarv  negotiable.  Resumes  to  Rev. 
Charles  N.  Crutchfield.  First  UMC.  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761. 

RUSSIA  AND  THE  HOLY  LAND-14  DAYS.  Depar¬ 

tures;  April  6  &  20.  1988  Total  cost  $1,999  from  NYC 
includes  all  air  it  ground  transportation,  first  class 
hotels.  3  meals  dailv.  etc.  Call  for  exciting  brochure 
&  details:  1-800-438-8281  or  (404)  491-0532.  World  Pil¬ 
grimages  Inc  (a  UM-related  travel  company). 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OR  CERTIFIED  Dlrrclor  ol 

gram  In  1.000  •  member  First  United  Methodist. 
Fairfield.  Iowa.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send 
resume  to  Clair  Dean  Odell.  Pastor.  Box  464.  52556. 

ALASKA  CRUISE  AND  MISSION  VISIT.  Save 

$900  a  couple  by  booking  by  Jan  31. 1988.  Fares  be¬ 
gin  at  $1244  (double)— Iv  Vancouver  Jul  B.JVriteor 

NEW  FULL-TIME  POSITION,  director  of  youth  and 

leisure  ministries.  1. 800-member  suburban  church 
Salary  negotiable  $16,500  range  plus  benefits.  Appli- 

rector  Methodist  Hospital.  Nome.  Alaska)  2200 
Lee  Trevino  Dr  .  El  Paso.  TX  79934.  Phone  Off 
(915)  594-1488  Home  (915)  595-3347  | 

Hotel  Avenue.  Knoxville.  TN  37918.  by  Feb  1 

DEEPENING  THE  ROOTS  OF  NONVIOLENCE 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  position  available  immediately.  Grace  United 

tion  For  information,  send  SASE  to  Richard  Deats. 
Fellowship  of  Reconciliation.  Nvack.  NY  10960 

A  degree  in  Christian  Education  required  Respon¬ 
sible  for  children,  youth  and  adult  ministries,  Sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  competitive.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  C. 
Edwin  Daniel.  2024  E.  University  Drive.  Mesa.  AZ 
85213(602)  964-8747 

COLORADO  ROCKIES  CABIN  FOR  SALE  Rus¬ 

tic.  peaceful,  stream  setting  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  Within  national  forest  near  Denver  Guest 
cabin,  outbuildings  included  $59,500.  Preferred 
Properties  Inc  Sheila  Grey  (303)778-8222 

early  in  1988. 

At  least  10  U.S.  delegations  will  be 
headed  by  women.  Several  others  elected 
women  first  among  their  lay  or  clergy 
contingents  during  1987  voting  in  annual 
conferences. 

Three  conferences— Missouri  East, 
Rocky  Mountain  and  Wyoming— named 
a  woman  first  in  both  groups. 

In  1984  in  Baltimore.  48  percent  of  the 
U.S.  lay  delegates  were  women,  and  9 
percent  of  the  clergy. 

As  recently  as  1972,  no  clergywomen 
and  only  123  laywomen  were  among  912 
General  Conference  delegates  gathered 
in  Atlanta. 

Minority  delegates  increase 

The  number  of  ethnic-minority  delegates 
will  increase  from  129  in  1984  to  about  140 
in  1988,  according  to  unofficial  reports. 

United  Methodism  does  not  keep  rec¬ 
ords  by  race.  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race  officials  said  last  month 
that  their  survey  had  not  been  completed. 

Several  delegations  will  be  headed  by 
ethnic-minority  individuals. 

Of  996  delegates  stipulated  for  the  St. 
Louis  General  Conference,  all  but  eight 
are  United  Methodists.  These  eight  rep¬ 
resent  three  other  Methodist  bodies  with 
which  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
cooperative  relationship  that  calls  for 
seating  of  voting  delegates  in  each  oth¬ 
er’s  top  legislative  assemblies. 

The  Virginia  and  West  Ohio  annual 
conferences  will  have  the  largest  delega¬ 
tions— 32  each.  Next  in  line  are  Florida 
and  Western  North  Carolina  with  28 
each. 

Ten  U.S.  conferences  will  be  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  minimum  of  two  dele¬ 
gates— one  layperson,  one  clergyperson. 

Most  conferences  in  Africa,  Europe 
and  the  Philippines  will  send  two  dele¬ 
gates  each. 

North  Pole  represented 

For  the  first  time,  the  North  Pole  will 
be  represented.  The  Rev.  Keith  Wise  is  in 
the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference  group. 

Richmond,  Va.,  and  Houston  apparently 
will  have  the  largest  number  of  delegates 
from  any  one  city— 10  each.  Atlanta  can 
count  nine,  and  Columbia,  S.C.,  eight. 

Among  lay  delegates,  Leonard  W.  Slutz, 
a  Cincinnati  attorney,  may  claim  the  lon¬ 
gevity  prize.  He  was  elected  first  in  1952 
and  has  been  in  every  General  Conference 
since,  either  as  a  delegate  or  as  a  member 
of  the  Judicial  Council. 

James  Walker  of  Seguin,  Texas,  was 
elected  for  the  first  time  in  1960;  Jerry 
Bray  of  Chesapeake,  Va.,  and  Bert  Jordan 
of  Jackson,  Miss.,  in  1964. 


Number  of  women  delegates  to 
the  1988  General  Conference 
from  the  5  geographic 
U.S.  jurisdictions 

North  Central  76  ol  206  37% 

Northeastern  70  ol  182  38% 

South  Central  45  ol  174  26% 

Southeastern  70  ot  274  26% 

Western _ 28ol68 _ 4124 


TOTAL 


289  ot  904 


32% 
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On  the  clergy  side,  the  Rev.  Vernon 
Bigler  of  North  Tonawanda,  N.Y.,  first 
was  a  delegate  in  1960  from  what  was  then 
the  Northwest  Indiana  Annual  Conference. 
The  Rev.  Charles  A.  Sayre  of  Haddonfield, 
N.J.,  dates  his  service  from  1964. 

But  all  longevity  marks  fade  before 
that  of  Bishop  Nolan  B.  Harmon,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  at  95  the  church’s  senior  living  bishop. 

Bishop  Harmon  attended  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1930  as  a  delegate  from  Virginia. 

Delegates  to  see  double 

If  some  of  the  delegates  think  they  are 
seeing  double  after  10  days  of  working 
18-hour  schedules,  they  will  have  a  rea¬ 
son.  The  Rev.  John  Harnish  of  the  De¬ 
troit  conference  and  the  Rev.  James 
Harnish  of  Florida  are  identical  twins. 

In  Iowa,  the  Rev.  Leroy  Moore  and 
Kathryn  Moore,  his  wife,  were  the  first 
elected  on  clergy  and  lay  slates. 

Phil  Carver,  a  layman,  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  Donald  Carver,  a  clergy  delegate, 
and  the  son-in-law  of  Jo  Anne  Campney, 
lay  delegate. 

Parsonage  couples  from  other  parts  of 
the  nation  include:  The  Rev.  Warren  and 
Mary  Ebinger  and  the  Rev.  Walter  and 
Nancy  Zabel,  Baltimore  conference;  the 
Rev.  Patricia  and  Robert  Jelinek,  North 
Central  New  York  conference;  and  the 
Rev.  Vernon  and  Patricia  Bigler,  West¬ 
ern  New  York  conference. 

North  Indiana  conference  lay  dele¬ 
gates  include  Kermit  Burrous  and  Anita, 
his  wife. 

The  Rev.  Charles  R.  Armstrong  of  the 


South  Indiana  conference  and  the  Rev. 
Susan  Keirn  Kester  of  Peninsula  confer¬ 
ence  are  cousins. 

Credentials  needed 

While  all  996  delegates  must  present 
appropriate  credentials  to  be  seated,  it  is 
unlikely  that  any  will  encounter  the  bars 
faced  in  1888  by  Frances  Willard  of  Illi¬ 
nois;  Mary  Ninde,  Minnesota;  Amanda  C 
Rippey,  Kansas;  Angie  Newman,  Nebras¬ 
ka;  and  Lizzie  Van  Kirk.  Pennsylvania. 

After  a  week  of  deliberation  by  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  northern  branch  of  Method¬ 
ism,  the  five  were  denied  seats  to  which 
they  had  been  elected— on  the  technical 
grounds  that  the  word  ‘  laymen’’  in 
church  law  did  not  include  women. 

The  old  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
was  the  first  forerunning  denomination  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  to  seat 
women  as  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates— in  1892. 

The  Evangelical  Church  allowed  wom¬ 
en  delegates  in  1895,  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  1900  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  1922. 


when  we  hear  it  with  a  different  accent, 
we  hear  it  new 

•  We  have  to  learn  the  languages  (of 
the  age)  so  that  people  can  hear  the  old, 
old  story  In  their  own  language,” 

UMC  challenged 
In  the  congress'  keynote  address,  Bish¬ 
op  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr  (Florida  Area)  set 
the  stage  for  what  one  layman  described 
as  an  inspiring  four  days."  The  bishop 
called  on  the  group  to  recapture  evange¬ 
lism  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Bishop  Hunt,  president  of  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops,  challenged  United 
Methodists  to  put  the  message  of  the 
Gospel  In  “a  meaningful  contemporary 
idiom”  and  urged  his  listeners  to  rein¬ 
force  that  message  with  "impeccable, 
unimpeachable  Integrity.” 

The  bishop,  an  episcopal  leader  since 
1964,  called  for  the  restoration  of  belief 
in  "sin  and  lostness  and  judgment.” 

•  We  need  also  to  believe  in  forgive¬ 
ness,"  he  said.  "We  must  also  believe  In 
the  victorious  life  . . .  and  the  eternal  di¬ 
mension  of  life. 

-We  must  remember  in  the  end  that 
evangelism  is  God's  task,  not  ours." 

Dr.  Fox  noted  it  was  the  first  time  the 
congress  met  in  Chicago  since  1964. 

•  One  of  the  things  we've  been  happy 
about  is  the  number  of  people  here  from 
Wisconsin.  Illinois  and  Indiana,”  he  said. 

For  many  of  the  participants,  it  was 
their  first  congress,  and  they  took  part  in 
40  workshops  that  targeted  evangelism 
techniques,  said  Dr  Fox. 

The  workshops  focussed  on  topics  rang¬ 
ing  from  Wesleyan  spirituality,  led  by  the 
Rev.  Robert  G.  Tuttle  Jr.  of  Garrett-Evan¬ 
gelical  Theological  Seminary,  to  workable 
models  for  local  church  evangelism  as 
outlined  by  the  Rev.  David  W.  Kerr  of  the 
UM  evangelism  section. 

In  addition  to  the  workshops,  the  group 
took  part  in  prayer  sessions  led  by  Bish¬ 
op  Judith  Craig  (Detroit  Area),  heard 
several  of  the  church’s  musically  talent¬ 
ed  evangelists  and  choirs,  and  Dr.  En¬ 
glish's  Bible  study. 

Dr  English  said  Christians  must  actu¬ 
ally  evangelize,  not  just  read  books 
about  it  or  undergo  training  to  do  it. 

The  call  to  translate  the  Gospel  into  a 
new  idiom  is  not  new,  he  said.  "It  is  there 
in  the  New  Testament  so  clear  you  can’t 
miss  it  once  you  recognize  it,"  Dr.  En¬ 
glish  said. 

He  outlined  how  the  Apostle  Paul  used 
the  technique,  particularly  at  Athens  and 
Corinth.  Paul's  fashioning  of  his  message 
was  determined  by  the  people  to  whom 
he  spoke,  he  said. 

Theme  expanded 

The  Rev.  Joseph  R  Hale,  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  World  Methodist  Council, 
expanded  the  theme  in  three  lectures— a 
series  named  for  the  late  Harry  Denman, 
a  Methodist  layman  who  once  headed  the 
church’s  evangelism  board. 

“We  must  be  willing  to  be  looked  upon 
as  unsophisticated  or  even  worse,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Hale  said  real  faith  “literally  leaps 
from  person  to  person,"  traveling  down  a 
variety  of  avenues— preaching,  invita¬ 
tion.  study,  conversations,  correspon¬ 
dence  and  the  ongoing  life  of  the  church. 

"The  future  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  hangs  on  . . .  our  willingness  to 
teach  and  preach  without  apology."  said 
Dr.  Hale. 

The  Rev.  Walter  Kimbrough  of  Ben  Hill 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta  chal¬ 
lenged  his  listeners  to  answer  the  question. 
"Is  one  baptism  really  enough?” 

United  Methodists  must  go  beyond 
simple  church  membership  to  disciple- 
ship,  he  said. 

My  brothers  and  sisters,  let  me  as¬ 
sure  you.  you  cannot  witness  for  Jesus 
unless  you  know  him."  Dr.  Kimbrough 
said.  "When  you  know,  then  when  you 
speak,  folks  listen." 

In  a  special  presentation  at  the  con¬ 
gress,  the  National  Association  of  United 
Methodist  Evangelists  handed  out  its  an¬ 
nual  evangelism  awards. 

Honorees  were  the  Rev.  D.  James  Ken¬ 
nedy,  a  Presbyterian  pastor  from  Coral 
Ridge.  Fla.,  and  founder  of  Evangelism 
Explosion,  and  Dr.  Tuttle,  a  prolific  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  writer  and  Wesley  scholar 


National  missions  chief 
announces  resignation 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bi- 
deaux,  chief  executive  of  the  nation  mis¬ 
sion  arm  at  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  has 
resigned,  effective  June  30. 

He  announced  the  decision  to  staff 
members  Jan.  6.  Mr.  Bideaux,  a  clergy 
member  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference,  said  he  had  advised  Bishop 
C.  P.  Minnick  Jr.  (Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area)  of 
his  availability  for  appointment. 

Mr.  Bideaux,  56,  said  his  action  is  "a 
result  of  my  own  personal  reflections 
and  evaluations.”  He  added,  "It's  that 
time  in  my  life." 

As  top  executive  of  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division,  Mr.  Bideaux  supervises  a 
staff  of  74  executives  and  29  general 
staff.  Almost  one-third  of  the  executives 
are  field  staffers.  They  help  churches, 
annual  conferences  and  church-related 
institutions  conduct  capital-funds  drives. 

The  division  conducts  programs  of 
church  extension,  supports  missional  con¬ 
gregations,  social-welfare  institutions, 
educational  institutions  for  children  and 
youth,  community  organizing  in  the  ethnic 
community;  and  assigns  and  helps  fund 
home  missionaries,  deaconesses,  short¬ 
term  volunteers,  church  and  community 


\  if  a»»  ilk  ‘ 

The  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux 
To  resign  June  30 

workers,  and  community  developers. 

It  also  encourages  mission  work  in  ur¬ 
ban,  town  and  country,  and  rural  settings. 

Before  coming  to  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  November  1981,  Mr.  Bideaux 
directed  the  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center  in 
Hayesville,  N.C.,  for  three  years. 
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TUPELO,  Miss.— The  Rev.  Tom  Pittman,  editor  of  the  "Northeast  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Daily  Journal,"  writes  a  story  in  the  newsroom  of  the  35,000-circu¬ 
lation  morning  newspaper. 


Paper  provides  pulpit 
for  UM  minister-editor 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 
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Project  takes  Gospel  to  frontier  in  Brazil 


By  GLEN  LARl'M 
Associate  Editor 

In  rural  Lea  County,  Miss.,  it  won't  sur¬ 
prise  some  folks  to  find  out  that  Tom  Pitt¬ 
man,  editor  of  the  "Northeast  Mississippi 
Daily  Journal,"  is  also  the  Rev.  Thomas  F. 
Pittman,  a  United  Methodist  minister. 

After  all,  they  refer  to  the  newspaper's 
Saturday  editorial  as  "the  Sunday-school 
lesson,"  and  a  number  of  church-school 
classes  regularly  use  it  as  their  text. 

So,  even  if  he  doesn’t  have  a  church,  he 
obviously  has  a  pulpit— the  "Journal"— 
and  a  "congregation"  of  readers. 

He  is  one  of  more  than  4,000  ordained 
United  Methodist  ministers  serving  the 
church  in  posts  other  than  a  usual  pas¬ 
torate— a  category  called  "appointment 
beyond  the  local  church.” 

Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan  (Jackson, 
Miss.,  Area)  said  it  is  not  easy  to  explain 
just  what  that  means. 

Clergy  category  misunderstood 

"The  ‘appointments  beyond  the  local 
church'  category  is  one  of  the  most  mis¬ 
understood  appointments  in  the  church," 
he  said.  The  bishop  described  such  ap¬ 
pointments  as  a  way  for  the  church  to 
reach  out  to  people  beyond  the  institu¬ 
tional  church 

Bishop  Morgan  said  he  thinks  Mr.  Pitt¬ 
man,  a  clergy  member  of  the  North  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Annual  Conference,  fulfills  the 
denomination's  expectations  of  a  clergy- 
person  serving  in  a  position  other  than  a 
pastorate. 

And  Mr  Pittman  clearly  sees  his  jour¬ 
nalistic  work  as  a  ministry  His  newspaper, 
owned  by  a  non-profit,  charitable  organiza¬ 
tion,  spells  that  out  clearly  on  its  front 
page:  "A  locally  owned  newspaper  dedicat¬ 
ed  to  the  service  of  God  and  mankind." 

"The  ‘Daily  Journal’  tries  to  be  one  of 
those  institutions  that  extend  the  ministry 
beyond  the  walls  of  the  church,"  he  said. 

Paper  launches  crusades 

The  paper  has  been  the  launching  pad 
for  several  crusades  to  improve  life  in 
Tupelo  and  surrounding  Lea  County, 
with  its  50,000  residents. 

In  1984,  for  example,  a  news  story  in  the 
"Daily  Journal"  told  about  former  Presi- 
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dent  Jimmy  Carter  going  to  New  York  to 
participate  in  a  building  project  for  low  in¬ 
come  housing— Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Mr.  Pittman  remembered  a  presenta¬ 
tion  given  during  a  United  Methodist  annu¬ 
al  conference  in  Mississippi  to  explain 
Habitat,  a  program  that  qualifies  for  des¬ 
ignated  gifts  from  local  United  Methodists 
under  the  Advance  Special  designation. 

•  "We  ran  the  story  about  former  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter  on  our  front  page  and  dis¬ 
cussed  it  among  our  staff,"  Mr  Pittman 
said.  "That  Saturday,  our  editorial  was 
on  Habitat.  We  published  story  after  sto¬ 
ry  and  editorials,  too,  about  Habitat." 

The  result  was  the  formation  of  a  Hab¬ 
itat  chapter  in  Tupelo.  Today  it’s  a  mul¬ 
tistate  headquarters  for  Habitat,  headed 
by  a  United  Methodist  layman,  Luther 
Millsaps,  and  -housed  in  First  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Pittman  described  his  paper’s  cov¬ 
erage  of  Habitat  for  Humanity  as  "one 
way  I  have  helped  extend  the  witness 
and  service  of  God’s  love  and  justice." 

Project  cares  for  children 

Another  community  project — system¬ 
atic  care  for  children  who  are  alone  from 
the  time  they  get  out  of  school  until  their 
parents  come  home— was  cultivated  by 
Mr.  Pittman  and  the  “Daily  Journal." 

"The  Church  After  School  Association 
now  involves  eight  Tupelo  churches  in  a 
cooperative  effort  to  care  for  almost  200 
children,"  Mr.  Pittman  said. 

A  more  recent  program— "Blueprint 
for  Hope"— was  created  to  monitor  the 
progress  of  every  child  in  Lea  County  in 
an  effort  to  arrest  an  alarming  school 
dropout  rate. 

First-year  figures  show  that  the  pro¬ 
gram,  initiated  by  the  newspaper,  has 
helped  cut  the  dropout  rate  39  percent. 

Mr.  Pittman  does  do  the  things  people 
usually  associate  with  the  ordained  minis¬ 
try.  When  qsked,  he  preaches  and  assists 
with  the  sacraments,  and  he  regularly 
teaches  a  men’s  Bible  class  at  First  UMC. 

Those  are  the  kinds  of  things  that  Bish¬ 
op  Morgan  said  he  expects  of  ministers  ap¬ 
pointed  beyond  the  local  church,  adding,  “I 
expect  them  to  have  a  visible  and  vital  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  annual  conference." 

Editor  helps  staff 

Not  all  of  Mr.  Pittman's  ministry  be¬ 
yond  the  local  church  is  as  visible  as  his 
editorial  duties— the  front  page  news  sto¬ 
ries,  "Sunday  school"  editorials  and  com¬ 
munity  improvement  crusades— or 
preaching  and  assisting  with  sacraments. 

Some  of  his  work  is  confidential. 

“I  have  tried  to  help  various  staff 
members  with  alcoholism,  alcoholic 
spouses,  divorces,  hospitalizations, 
births,  deaths  and  so  on,"  he  said.  "My 
pastoral  care  background  has  been  noth¬ 
ing  but  helpful." 

The  bulk  of  his  work  is  like  that  of  any 
other  newspaper  editor  putting  out  a 
"high-quality  newspaper  consistent  with 
our  purpose  of  serving  God  and  man¬ 
kind."  he  said. 

"A  newspaper  can  be  an  important 
tool  to  educate,  inform,  entertain  and 
even  inspire,"  Mr.  Pittman  said.  "It  can 
serve  God  and  mankind.  My  ministry  is 
to  make  that  happen." 

This  article  is  based,  in  part,  on  a  first¬ 
hand  account  of  an  “ appointment  be¬ 
yond  the  local  church "  ministry  about 
Mr.  Pittman,  which  appeared  in  the  “Mis¬ 
sissippi  United  Methodist  Advocate." 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Churches  in  the  Puerto 
Rico,  Alaska  and  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
conferences  were  among  74  United 
Methodist  congregations  awarded  acces¬ 
sibility  grants  of  $500  each  in  1987. 

Iglesia  Metodista  Unida  San  Pablo  of 
Santurce,  Puerto  Rico,  and  Canterbury 
Chapel  Indian  Methodist  in  Vian,  Okla., 
used  their  awards  to  install  ramps 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fair¬ 
banks,  Alaska,  employed  a  sign-language 
interpreter  for  people  with  hearing  im¬ 
pairments. 

To  receive  a  grant,  a  congregation 
must  give  evidence  of  planning  that  in¬ 
cludes  people  with  handicapping  condi- 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
second  in  a  series  on  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church— a  40-year-old 
United  Methodist  program  to  expand 
mission  awareness  and  outreach 
through  designated  giving. 

By  DWIGHT  S.  BUSACCA 

In  1974  the  government  of  Brazil  ex¬ 
tended  the  Trans-Amazon  highway  and 
began  to  open  up  land  along  that  road  to 
"homesteaders”  wanting  to  move  to  the 
country's  far  northern  region. 

Each  family  was  given  a  one-way  tick¬ 
et  and  a  piece  of  land. 

Each  family  would  clear  the  land  and 
begin  to  farm.  Since  it  was  jungle  terri¬ 
tory,  the  challenge  was  great. 

In  13  years  the  central  city  of  this 
area,  Altimira  ("high  land"),  has  become 
a  growing,  frontier  community  built 
along  the  Xingu  River  basin.  It  is  the 
"shopping  center”  .for  the  Portuguese 
whose  families  have  lived  in  that  area 
for  some  years  and  for  the  new  "frontier 
homesteaders." 

Human  need  iq  this  area  is  aggravated 
by  such  problems  as  poverty,  isolation, 
annual  flooding  and  poor  health. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  pres¬ 
ent  in  Altimira  in  the  persons  of  Silas 
and  Rachel  Neves. 

They  are  a  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
ary  couple  assigned  to  assist  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Brazil  in  meeting  the 
challenges  of  this  frontier  territory. 

Silas  is  responsible  for  establishing 
seven  churches  in  Brazil  during  a  12- 
year  period.  Rachel  is  an  educator. 

Included  in  their  mission  are: 

•  A  school  run  by  Rachel  that  grew 
from  six  to  125  students  in  one  year.  Cur¬ 
rent  enrollment  is  estimated  at  375,  all 
from  impoverished  families.  Most  can- 


Missouri  UM  first  woman 
appointed  appellate  judge 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  (UMR)-United 
Methodist  laywoman  Ann  Covington  has 
been  appointed  to  the  Western  District 
Missouri  Court  of  Appeals  by  Gov.  John 
Ashcroft. 

She  is  the  first  woman  in  Missouri  his¬ 
tory  named  to  a  district  appellate  bench 

Affirmation  founder  dies 
after  hepatitis  complications 

DALLAS— Franklin  Gene  Leggett,  one 
of  the  founders  of  Affirmation,  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  United  Methodist  caucus  for  homosex¬ 
ual  concerns,  died  Dec.  31  of  compli¬ 
cations  related  to  chronic  hepatitis. 

Mr  Leggett,  52,  had  been  an  ordained 
United  Methodist  minister  in  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference.  In  1971  he 
lost  his  ministerial  credentials  after  pub¬ 
licly  acknowledging  his  homosexuality. 

Over  the  past  16  years,  Mr.  Leggett 

UM  count  slips 
to  9.1  million 
in  United  States 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill. -The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  began  1988  with  an  official  to¬ 
tal  of  9,086,576  lay  members  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  statistical  office  reported 
Jan.  4. 

The  figure  is  based  on  reports  from 
37,750  local  congregations  for  the  calen¬ 
dar  year  1986.  Official  figures  for  1987 
will  be  available  late  in  1988. 

The  inclusion  of  some  38,000  ordained 
members  of  the  clergy  brings  the  total 
U.S.  membership  to  almost  9,125,000, 
about  67,400  fewer  than  in  1985. 

An  estimated  500,000  United  Methodist 
Church  members  live  in  Africa,  Europe 
and  the  Philippines. 

The  U.S.  decline  continues  a  trend  of 
more  than  two  decades.  The  loss  rate  has 
been  a  relatively  steady  0.8  percent  in 
recent  years. 

Not  included  in  the  U.S.  total  of  9.1 
million  members  are  almost  1.4  million 
preparatory  members,  usually  baptized 
children.  That  category  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  of  12,000. 

Church-school  enrollment  was  report¬ 
ed  as  3.9  million,  a  drop  of  about  31,000. 

Average  attendance  at  the  principal 
weekly  worship  service  was  almost  3.5 
million,  a  decrease  of  about  17,000. 

The  37,750  organized  churches  repre¬ 
sent  a  decline  of  126  from  1985. 

Estimated  value  of  church  buildings, 
equipment,  parsonages  and  other  proper¬ 
ty  in  1986  was  $20  7  billion,  an  increase 
of  almost  $1.3  billion  from  1985. 

Pastors  and  associates  were  paid  a  to¬ 
tal  of  $451  million  in  1986,  an  increase  of 
$23  million  over  1985. 

The  grand  total  paid  by  church  mem¬ 
bers  for  all  causes  within  their  denomi¬ 
nation  in  1986  was  $2.46  billion,  an 
increase  of  $126  million  over  1985. 


tions.  The  project  should  be  part  of  a 
larger  access  plan.  Architects'  drawings 
are  not  required. 

Grants  may  be  used  for  program  re¬ 
sources  as  well  as  structural  improve¬ 
ments. 

Projects  can  aid  people  with  hearing 
or  visual  sight  impairment  or  who  have 
mental  retardation  and  congregations 
that  have  "attitudinal"  barriers. 

Deadline  for  receipt  of  1988  grant  ap¬ 
plications  is  April  15. 

Churches  may  request  1988  applica¬ 
tion  forms  from.  Judy  Hunt,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Department,  475  Riverside  Drive,  Room 
350,  New  York,  N  Y.  10115. 


Partnership  j 

in  Missions 


^WNCE  No  gift  too  small 


not  pay  tuition. 

•Ten  churches  where  Silas  serves  as 
pastor.  One  is  in  Altimira.  Seven’ are 
along  the  Trans-Amazon  highway,  and 
two  are  far  up  the  Xingu  River. 

Silas  goes  up  the  Xingu  to  preach  once 
a  month.  It  is  a  3'/i-hour  trip  each  way  to 
the  first  preaching  point  on  the  Xingu. 
Worshipers  come  by  boat  and  by  foot 
through  the  jungle. 

•  A  ministry  to  control  disease  caused 
by  open  sewers  and  garbage.  (There  is  no 
garbage  collection,  and  there  are  no  un¬ 
derground  pipes  in  most  of  Brazil.)  At 
one  time  Silas  produced  a  health  pro¬ 
gram  on  a  Brazilian  radio  station,  but  it 
was  discontinued  by  the  station. 

When  United  Methodist  missionary 
Wilma  Roberts  asked  John  Boia,  a  lay¬ 
person  from  the  church  on  the  Xingu 
River,  what  his  need  was,  he  said 
thoughtfully,  "As  you  can  see,  we  have 
nothing!" 

It  is  true  they  have  no  medical  care 
and  no  balanced  diet,  and  life  is  a  con¬ 
stant,  difficult  struggle.  But  he  added, 
"We  have  nothing,  but  we  have  every¬ 
thing,  for  we  have  Christ!” 

The  congregation  in  Altimira  had 
three  lots,  but  since  it  did  not  have  funds 
to  build  a  structure,  the  government  has 
taken  away  two  of  them. 

The  third  lot  is  needed  to  build  a 
church  that  will  house  the  congregation 
and  outreach  ministries  and  will  have 
two  small  apartments  (rooms)  for  fam- 


had  worked  for  "gay”  rights  within  the 
denomination  and  the  Dallas  community. 
He  helped  start  Affirmation  in  1972. 

He  was.a  member  of  Oak  Lawn  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas.  He  served  on 
various  boards  and  committees  as  well 
as  sang  in  the  choir. 

Singapore  shuts  down  offices 
of  Asia  Christian  Conference 

SINGAPORE  (RNS)— The  government 
of  Singapore  has  shut  down  the  offices  of 
the  Christian  Conference  of  Asia,  charg¬ 
ing  that  the  ecumenical  organization  has 
broken  a  1974  agreement  not  to  indulge 
in  political  activities. 

In  a  Dec.  30  announcement,  the  Ministry 
of  Home  Affairs  said  the  Christian  confer¬ 
ence  "has  used  Singapore  as  a  base  to  sup¬ 
port  liberation  movements  in  Asia  and  has 
funded  pro-communist  movements." 

The  Singapore  government  called 
upon  all  expatriate  staff  of  the  organiza-. 
tion  to  leave  the  country  by  Jan.  11.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  church  sources  in  the  United 
States,  conference  officials  will  move  to 


ilies  coming  to  Altimira  from  up  the  riv¬ 
er  and  needing  temporary  housing  while 
they  buy  and  sell  goods. 

All  six  Methodist  annual  conferences 
in  Brazil  have  designated  the  Trans-Am¬ 
azon  project  as  their  top  priority  mission 
project. 

Almost  half  of  the  $40,000  requested 
for  this  project  ha®  been  raised  during 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe— Shortly  before 
he  stepped  down  as  president  of  Zimba¬ 
bwe  last  month,  the  Rev.  Canaan  Banana 
called  on  Southern  Africa  journalists  and 
church  leaders  to  support  actively  the 
forces  of  justice  opposing  South  Africa 
separatist  racial  polices. 

"God  has  chosen  the  side  for  the 
churches;  it  is  the  side  for  justice,"  the 
Methodist  clergyman  said  during  the  De¬ 
cember  symposium. 

"No  longer  can  our  churches  be  an¬ 
nexes  of  institutionalized  violence  en¬ 
demic  in  apartheid  Without  betraying  the 
Gospel." 

Mr.  Banana,  who  left  office  at  the  end 
of  1987  in  a  realignment  of  Zimbabwe’s 
governing  structure,  said  he  hopes  South¬ 
ern  Africa  church  members  and  journar* 
ists  will  not  be  "found  on  the  wrong  side 
of  history." 

He  condemned  Western  governments 
as  "directly  or  indirectly"  ensuring  the 
"survival,  defense  and  well-being  of  this 
abhorrent  system”  of  apartheid. 


another  country  but  have  requested  a  30- 
day  extension  from  the  Singapore  gov¬ 
ernment.  No  decision  has  yet  been  made 
about  where  the  offices  will  relocate. 

The  conference  is  made  up  of  15  na¬ 
tional  councils  and  95  member  churches 
in  17  countries  in  the  Asia  Pacific  region. 
The  organization  is  reportedly  compara¬ 
bly  to  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  United  States. 

Former  UM  minister  sentenced 
to  1  year  in  jail  for  sexual  abuse 

SPRINGFIELD,.  Ill.— William  Peck- 
ham,  a  former  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter,  was  sentenced  Jan.  7  to  one  year  in 
jail  for  sexual  abuse  of  a  14-year-old  boy. 

Mr.  Peckham,-  known  nationally  for 
his  work  in  clown  ministry,  pleaded 
guilty  in  November  and  December  to 
three,  counts  of  sexual  abuse.  After  en¬ 
tering  his  pleas,  he  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  his  UM  clergy  credentials. 

Following  his  release  from  the  Sanga¬ 
mon  County,  Ill.,  jail,  Mr.  Peckharti  is  to  be 


the  past  three  years. 

Funds  for  this  project  should  be  desig¬ 
nated:  Trans-Amazon  Advance  Special 
Project,  No.  006471-7  A-T. 

The  Rev  Dwight  S.  Busacca  of  Naper¬ 
ville.  III.,  is  a  field  representative  for  mis¬ 
sion  development  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 


"Western  interests  and  assets  seem  to 
be  valued  more  than  teeming  millions 
who  starve,  struggle  and  die  under  the 
evil  system,"  he  said. 

Journalists  were  urged  during  the 
five-day  symposium  to  press  for  greater 
and  more  accurate  coverage  of  South  Af¬ 
rica. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  70  people  present 
that  any  attempt  to  improve  communi¬ 
cations  is  linked  to  the  "total  disman¬ 
tling  of  the  apartheid  system." 

"The  South  African  government  has 
had  to  resort  to  intensifying  repressive 
restrictions,  harrassment  and  detention 
of  journalists  and  threats  against  public 
cations  themselves,”  symposium  partici¬ 
pants  said. 

"Its  media  policy  has  worked  to  create 
ignorance  about  South  African  reality.” 

People  attending  the  symposium  came 
from  Angola,  Botswana,  Kenya,  Lesotho, 
Malawi,  Mozambique,  Namibia,  South 
Africa,  Swaziland,  Tanzania,  Zambia, 
Zimbabwe,  Canada,  Denmark,  England, 
Germany  and  the  United  States. 


on  probation  for  four  years.  He  also  is  to 
donate  1,000  hours  of  public-service  work. 

Mr.  Peckham  has  30  days  to  appeal  his 
sentence. 

Alaska  Pacific,  Boston 
offer  joint  degree  program 

ANCHORAGE,  Alaska— Alaska  Pacif¬ 
ic  University  and  Boston  University, 
both  UM-related  schools,  are  to  begin  of¬ 
fering  a  joint  graduate  program  in  hu¬ 
man  resources  education  this  summer. 

The  program  is  to  award  doctoral 
and  master’s  degrees  in  education  as 
well  as  certificates  of  advanced  gradu¬ 
ate  studies.  . 

Students  are  to  start  the  program  by 
taking  a  35-credit-hour  course  of  study 
over  two  years  on  Alaska  Pacific’s  An¬ 
chorage  campus.  Those  courses  will 
qualify  students  for  the  master’s  degree 
or  advanced  graduate  certificate. 

Candidates  for  doctorates  are  to  con¬ 
tinue  course  work  at  Boston  University 
starting  in  the  fall  of  1990. 
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WELCOME  TO  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  SOUND 
OF  THE  21ST  CENTURY 

(Singing  led  by  Ray  Walker  of  the  Jordanaires) 

“A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY” 


'  BLESSED  ASSURANCE 
1  ALL  THE  WAY  MY  SAVIOR  LEADS  ME 
'  A  WONDERFUL  SAVIOR 
•  JESUS  IS  TENDERLY  CALLING 

■  1  AM  THINE,  OH  LORD 

■  HIDE  ME,  OH  MY  SAVIOR 

»  JESUS,  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 
TO  THE  WORK 
RESCUE  THE  PERISHING 
TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 
CLOSE  TO  THEE 
PASS  ME  NOT 
HOLD  THOU  MY  HAND 
TAKE  THE  WORLD,  BUT  GIVE  ME  JESUS 


•  I  SHALL  KNOW  HIM 

•  REDEEMED 

•  WILL  YOU  COME? 

•  'TIS  THE  BLESSED  HOUR  OF  PRAYER 

•  WILL  JESUS  FIND  US  WATCHING? 

•  PRAISE  HIM!  PRAISE  HIM! 

•  TELL  ME  THE  STORY  OF  JESUS 

•  THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 

•  SAFE  IN  THE  ARMS  OF  JESUS 

•  THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 

•  SAVIOR,  MORE  THAN  LIFE  TO  ME 

•  WELCOME  FOR  ME 

•  speed  Away 

•  SOMEDAY  THE  SILVER  CORD  WILL  BREAK 


In  addition  to  songs  written  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  three  more  congregational  singing  cassette  tapes  are 
now  available  in  the  Good  Night  series.  Music  you  grew  up  with,  a  tremendous  collection!  Our  newest 
cassette,  “My  God  and  I“,  features  that  old  methodist  favorite  “Jesus  Took  My  Burden”. 


“Wonderful  Words  of  Life 
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TAKE  MY  LIFE,  AND  LET  IT  BE 
WONDERFUL  WORDS  OF  LIFE 
SONG  OF  WONDERFUL  LOVE 
(Wonderful,  Wonderful) 

EVERY  CLOUD  HAS  A  SILVER  LINING 

WE  HAVE  AN  ANCHOR 

AM  I  NEARER  TO  HEAVEN  TODAY 


•  WILL  THERE  BE  ANY  STARS 

•  FROM  THE  CROSS  TO  THE  CROWN 

•  I’LL  LIVE  IN  GLORY 

•  I’LL  LIVE  ON 

•  UPON  THE  BANKS  OF  JORDAN  STOOD 
(All  Pans  Sung  By  Ray  Walker.) 

•  THERE  IS  A  FOUNTAIN 


•  GLORY  FOR  ME 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 

•  JESUS  IS  ALL  THE  WORLD  TO  ME 

•  WHERE  THE  ROSES  NEVER  FADE 

•  SURELY  GOODNESS  AND  MERCY 

•  HEAVEN 

•  WHISPERING  HOPE 


“It  Is  No  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 


.•  IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 

•  THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 

•  TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 

•  WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 

•  I  WANT  TO  KNOW 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 


•  AMAZING  GRACE 

•  HE  SET  ME  FREE 

•  BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

•  THIS  OLD  HOUSE 

•  PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 

•  HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 


•  HE 

•  DO  YOU  KNOW  THE  SONG 

•  THE  END  OF  THE  WAY 

•  THE  LAST  MILE  OF  THE  WAY 

•  THANK  GOD  FOR  JESUS,  HE’S  MINE 

•  JESUS  TOOK  MY  BURDEN 


“My  God  And  I 

•  MY  GOD  IS  REAL 

•  HOW  LONG  HAS  IT  BEEN? 

•  SING  AND  BE  HAPPY 

•  I’LL  BE  SOMEWHERE  LISTENING 

•  I  LOVE  THE  LORD 

•  MY  GOD  AND  I 

•  I’D  RATHER  HAVE  JESUS 
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•  WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•  JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 

•  HE’LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY 
"WELL  DONE" 

•  PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•  WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN. 


•  PUT  YOUR  HAND  IN  THE  HAND 

•  THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 

•  THE  HALF  HAS  NEVER  YET 
BEEN  TOLD 

•  SING  OH  SING  HIS  PRAISES 

•  OH  I  WANT  TO  SEE  HIM 


Four  and  one-half  (4V2)  hours  of  singing  and  82  beautiful  songs! 

These  cassettes  are  truly  a  blessing  and  are  priced  at  only  $8,95  each  so  every  family  can  have  one. 
Thev  also  make  the  perfect  gift.  These  attractively  packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas 
Christian  Sound,  or  by  completing  the  order  form  below. 

Select  one  tape  for  $8.95,  two  for  $17.00,  three  for  $24.00,  or  four  for  $31.00 


□  *‘A  Tribute  To  Fanny  J.  Crosby” 

DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND  PLEASE  ™SH!  □  wn&ZSmmcL do- 
P.  O.  BOX  796072  D  “My  God  and 

DAL^Tf^75379  aqX,s 

(214)  233-6107  riTV 


.STATE . 


.ZIP. 


—Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Dallas  Christian  Sound  Tapes.  Not  Available  in  Stores— 


Ethnic  churches  get  access  grants 


the  church  today 


Zimbabwean  president  tells 
reporters  to  fight  apartheid 
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Louisiana  Delegation 
to  Meet  Saturday 


According  to  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  the  Louisiana  delegation  will  be 
meeting  Saturday,  Jan.  30,  at  10  a.m.  at  the  David  Haas  UMC  in  Bun 
kie.  The  meeting,  that  was  scheduled  Jan.  9,  was  cancelled  due  to  in 
clement  weather  and  road  conditions  and  this  meeting  has  been  reset 
for  Jan.  30.  All  General  Conference  and  Jurisdictional  Conference 
Delegates  and  Reserve  Delegates  have  received  mailed  notices. 


On  Cfhe  Way  . . . 


"Jesus  said  to  his  disciples, 

‘None  of  you  ask  me,  where  are  you  going?’  ”  John  16:5 

This  may  be  the  saddest  word  that  Jesus  ever  spoke:  “None  of  you  ask  me, 
where  are  you  going?  Lord,  what  are  your  plans?  What  are  you  up  to?”  And 
these  were  his  friends,  his  chosen  disciples.  They  had  asked  all  sorts  of  other 
questions,  but  none  hurt  him  like  the  question  they  didn’t  ask. 

I’m  sure  this  question  confronts  those  of  us  in  the  church  today.  Where  is 
the  church  supposed  to  be  going?  In  what  direction  is  our  Lord  challenging 
us  to  go? 

For  one  thing,  it  seems  to  me  that  Christ  is  calling  upon  the  church  to  per¬ 
sist  in  raising  the  question  that  nobody  else  is  asking  —  what  is  it  for?  What 
human  needs  will  it  serve?  What  human  enrichment  will  it  bring?  That  is,  to 
persist  in  putting  genuine  human  needs  before  the  mighty  hunger  for  some 
new  mechanical  device;  to  deny  with  all  the  force  at  our  disposal  the  mod¬ 
ern  heresy.  Because  we  can,  we  must;  because  we  may,  we  should. 

Second,  in  a  day  when  violence  is  endemic  and  sensitivity  grows  callous, 
we  need  to  reassert  the  supremacy  of  the  personal,  the  sanctity  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual. 

The  loss  of  "reverence  for  life”  is  not  unrelated  to  our  society’s  loss  of 
worship,  the  “practice”  of  worship. 

Only  as  we  gather  around  the  word  of  God,  with  its  Christly  insistence  on 
our  brothers  and  sisters,  only  as  we  pause  in  worship  can  we  return  to  leav¬ 
en  life  with  grace. 


First  UMC  DonaldsonviUe  Recently 
Celebrated  145th  Anniversary 


Big  happenings  have  been  taking  place 
recently  at  a  small  church  in  Donaldson- 
ville.  The  small  membership  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Donaldson- 
ville  made  up  their  minds  some  time  ago 
they  would  celebrate  their  church’s  145th 
anniversary  by  restoring  the  church 
building  to  near-original  condition. 

They  reached  their  goals;  the  restora¬ 
tion  job  has  been  completed  and  the  cele¬ 
bration  was  a  success.  The  church,  which 
has  been  there  for  150  years,  is  listed  on 
the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places. 
Since  the  restoration  job,  the  little 
church,  made  of  hand-cut  cypress  lum¬ 
ber,  has  its  1840s  look  back. 

The  church  was  officially  established 
in  1844,  but  congregations  had  met  in  the 
building  since  the  late  1830s.  The  resto¬ 
ration  also  included  the  interior  of  the 
church,  as  the  congregation  refinished 
the  original  cypress  pews,  the  pulpit  and 
the  railings.  As  part  of  the  restoration, 
the  church  has  added  two  11-foot-tall 
street  lamps  that  include  100-year-old 
brass  lanterns  imported  from  England. 

The  restoration  was  paid  for  from 
building  funds  that  had  accumulated 
since  the  1950s.  These  funds  made  the 
restoration  project  possible,  since  the  av¬ 
erage  attendance  at  First  UMC  is  15-20 
on  Sundays. 


The  average  member  is  70,  and  there 
is  considerable  gap  between  the  youn¬ 
gest  member  at  age  12  and  the  next- 
youngest  member  at  35. 

The  anniversary  of  the  church  was  cel- 
*ebraled  with  services  to  rededicate  the 
sanctuary  to  God’s  service.  Dr.  Kirby 
Vining,  superintendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  district,  was  the  guest  preacher 
for  the  service. 

The  people  of  First  UMC  of  Donald- 
sonville  have  a  great  sense  of  tradition, 
as  shown  through  their  love  for  the 
church  and  its  still  being  in  existence. 

One  of  their  great  traditions,  recently 
held,  is  the  Christmas  Eve  service  which 
attracts  one  of  the  largest  crowds  for  the 
year,  numbering  around  50. 

The  Rev.  Darryl  Tate  was  the  pastor 
during  the  celebration  and  had  been  the 
minister  in  DonaldsonviUe  for  four-and- 
a-half  years. 

“The  Lord  has  his  work  in  this 
church,”  Tate  said.  “He’s  keeping  these 
people  alive  and  keeping  this  church 
alive.  That’s  my  philosophy.” 

He  is  hopeful  that  the  church  will  be 
around  to  celebrate  its  150th  anniversary 
as  well  as  its  bicentennial.  With  that  kind 
of  spirit  and  tradition,  First  UMC  of 
DonaldsonviUe  is  sure  to  be  around. 


In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  34.4 
percent  of  all  persons  who  are  active  are 
over  55  years  of  age  and  21.3  percent  are 
oyer  65.  Based  on  membership,  41  per¬ 
cent  are  55  and  over  and  25.4  percent  are 
over  65. 

To  learn  how  to  do  ministry  with  and 
for  older  adults,  a  Conference-wide  event 
is  planned  for  January  30,  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria,  from 
10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.  A  $5  registration  will  be 
collected  at  the  door. 


February  1-7  — 


Activities  for  Clergy  and  Laity  Offered 
at  Perkins  School  of  Theology 


Ministers’  Week  —  Feb.  1-3 


The  Church  lives  with  two  realities 
that  confront  it  with  the  need  to  deal 
with  issues  of  the  future:  a  fast  changing 
world  and  its  living  from  God’s  promised 
future.  Both  confront  the  church  with  the 
necessity  to  find  ways  to  relate  its  minis- 
try  to  these  new  futures.  During  this 
year’s  Ministers’  Week  lectures  at  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  held  February 
1-3,  a  variety  of  these  issues  will  be  ad¬ 
dressed. 

Following  the  theme  of  the  Ministers’ 
Week,  “The  Church:  Future  Issues  and 
the  Issues  of  the  Future,”  Dr.  Larry  L. 
Rasmussen,  will  present  the  Fondren 
Lectures.  Before  assuming  his  present 
position  as  professor  of  social  ethics  at 
Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New 
York  City,  Dr.  Rasmussen  was  professor 
of  Christian  Ethics  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary. 

Dr.  Ruben  F.  W.  Nelson,  President  of 
Square  One  Management  Ltd.  will  be 
giving  the  Peyton  Lectures.  Dr.  Nelson 
heads  up  a  futures  oriented  consulting 
firm.  He  is  a  public  and  corporate  affairs 
consultant,  futures  researcher,  confer¬ 
ence  designer,  philosopher  and  theolo¬ 
gian.  He  is  the  author  of  “The  Illusions  of 
Urban  Man  and  Thinking  about  the  Fu¬ 
ture  of  Work.” 

Presenting  the  Jackson  Lectures  will 
be  Bishop  Judith  Craig  of  the  Michigan 
Area.  Bishop  Craig  is  the  third  woman  to 
be  elected  to  serve  as  a  bishop  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  Prior  to  as¬ 


suming  her  duties  as  the  leader  of  the 
Michigan  Area,  she  served  on  the  confer¬ 
ence  staff  of  the  East  Ohio  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  In  demand  across  the  church  as 
a  speaker  and  leader,  she  has  also  gained 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  clergy 
and  laity  of  Michigan. 

Each  workshop  is  offered  for  four 
hours,  meeting  both  afternoons,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday.  One-half  CEU  is  award¬ 
ed  for  each  four  hour  workshop. 

There  will  be  a  $25  registration  fee. 
This  fee  covers  the  cost  of  the  lectures, 
workshops,  coffee  breaks  at  the  lectures, 
and  the  option  of  purchasing  luncheon 
tickets  for  $5  (regularly  $8).  Advanced 
payment  is  recommended  to  avoid  de¬ 
lays,  reserve  a  place  in  the  workshop, 
purchase  luncheon  tickets  at  a  discount 
and  to  make  it  easier  for  Perkins  to 
serve  those  attending. 

The  luncheons  are  open  to  everyone. 
The  speaker  for  the  Tuesday  noon  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  Danna  Nolan  Fewell  and 
for  the  Wednesday  noon  luncheon.  Dr. 
Robert  Maloy  will  be  the  speaker.  On 
Wednesday  at  7:30  a.m.  there  will  be  a 
Deans’  breakfast  where  Dean  Kirby  and 
other  faculty  and  staff  will  share  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  state  of  the  school  and 
plans  for  the  future. 

For  full  information  contact:  Minis¬ 
ters’  Week,  Office  of  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Dallas, 
Texas  75275,  or  call  Bette  Jette,  (214) 
692-2251. 


HISTORIC  CHURCH  —  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  DonaldsonviUe  is  listed 
on  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  Congregation  recently  celebrated 
the  church’s  145th  anniversary  with  a  special  rededication  service. 


Older  Adult  Ministries  Event  Set 


Leaders  for  the  day  are  Dr.  Jay  Irby  of 
Live  Oak  Retirement  Center,  Mr.  George 
Schurman  of  the  GCOM  Task  Force  on 
Aging;  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Eisenburg,  Nation¬ 
al  Consultants;  Mrs.  Doris  Marsalis,  Old¬ 
er  Adult  Programmer  of  Noel  UMC  and 
Dr.  Ken  Jones,  First  Church,  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

For  additional  information,  call  the 
Conference  Headquarters  at  (504)  346- 
1646. 


The  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Louisiana 
Interchurch  Conference  will  be  held  in 
Baton  Rouge  on  January  26  and  27.  The 
business  and  program  sessions  will  be 
held  at  the  Catholic  Life  Center,  1800 
South  Acadian  Thruway. 

A  program  will  be  presented  at  4  p.m. 
on  the  opening  day  on  “Coastal  Restora¬ 
tion  and  Protection  in  Louisiana.”  Dr. 
Paul  Templet,  LSU  professor  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Roemer  Transition  Environ¬ 
mental  Advisory  Panel,  and  Dr.  Don 
Davis,  professor  at  Nicholls  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  will  be  the  main  presenters.  Dr. 
John  Winn  and  Bishop  Warren  Bou¬ 
dreaux,  both  of  Houma,  will  discuss  the 
church’s  response  and  concern.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited. 

An  Ecumenical  Worship  Service  will 
be  held  the  evening  of  the  26th  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  the  Mount  Zion  First  Baptist 
Church  on  East  Boulevard.  The  guest 
speaker  will  be  Archbishop  Philip  Han¬ 
nan  of  the  Archdiocese  of  New  Orleans. 
The  host  pastor  will  be  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison. 
Dr.  Francis  Williams  of  the  AME  Zion 
Church  in  Amite  and  president  of  the 
Lousiana  Interchurch  Conference  will 
preside.  The  Mount  Zion  choir  will  sing. 
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Laity  Week  —  Feb.  4-7 


Laity  Week  at  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  will  be  held  February  4-7.  This  is  the 
15th  Annual  Laity  Week  and  a  number  of 
enrichment  events  will  be  offered  in 
theological  study  to  interested  lay  per¬ 
sons. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  event  will 
be  Verna  Dozier,  speaking  on  "The  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  Laity.”  Dozier  has  a  pas¬ 
sion  for  helping  the  laity  own  the 
ministry  to  which  they  were  commis¬ 
sioned  at  their  baptism.  Since  her  retire¬ 
ment  after  32  years  as  an  English 
teacher  in  public  schools  of  Washington, 
DC.,  she  has  been  teaching  people  how 
to  study  the  Bible,  consulting  with 
churches,  and  working  with  lay  groups  to 
encourage  them  to  claim  their  authority. 

A  native  Washingtonian,  she  holds  a 
bachelor’s  and  a  masters  from  Howard 
University  and  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Hu¬ 
mane  Letters  from  Virginia  Theological 
Seminary.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Mark’s 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  District,  and  a 
former  member  of  the  vestry  and  Senior 
Warden.  She  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of 
Washington. 

Her  publications  are  related  to  the 
ministry  of  the  laity.  "Equipping  the 
Saints”  is  a  handbook  for  lay  Bible  study, 
and  The  Authority  of  the  Laity,"  which 
will  be  the  recommended  book  for  the 
seminar  she  will  teach.  She  will  also  be 
the  speaker  for  the  annual  Laity  Lun¬ 
cheon. 


Other  special  features  of  Laity  Week 
include  the  Seminary  Singers  who  will 
present  their  worship  concert  from  their 
annual  tour  on  Thursday  evening. 

On  Saturday  night,  Gene  Wordsmith, 
composer  and  singer,  will  present  a  pro¬ 
gram  entitled,  “The  Troublemaker.”  The 
one-person  musical  dramatization  of  the 
life  of  Jesus  features  songs  of  leading 
artists  and  some  of  Gene’s  own  songs. 
After  leaving  a  career  in  the  newspaper 
business,  he  tried  various  occupations 
before  turning  to  writing  songs.  Since 
1982,  he  has  undergone  numerous  medical 
treatments  for  cancer  and  he  shares  his 
deep  faith  through  his  music. 

There  will  be  three  special  meals 
available  to  those  attending  Laity  Week. 
Thursday  evening,  there  will  be  a  dinner 
at  University  Park  Church  to  get  ac¬ 
quainted  with  some  of  the  faculty  teach¬ 
ing  in  Laity  Week.  The  cost  for  the 
dinner  is  $7.  There  will  be  a  luncheon  on 
Saturday  for  the  convenience  of  those  at¬ 
tending  and  the  cost  of  that  meal  will 
also  be  $7.  In  addition  there  will  be  the 
Annual  Laity  Week  Luncheon  on  Friday 
at  the  Highland  Park  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  cost  of  the  luncheon  will  be 
$7. 

The  cost  of  registration  is  $30.  For 
more  information  please  contact  Laity 
Week,  Office  of  Continuing  Education, 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU,  Dal¬ 
las,  Texas  75275-0133  or  to  register  by 
phone  call  (214)  692-2251. 


Appointment  Changes  Announced 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  the  Cabi¬ 
net  announce  the  following  appoint¬ 
ments  and  effective  dates  shown: 

Lake  Charles  District: 

Kinder-Oberlin-Basile:  Darryl  A. 
Tate,  FTLP,  effective  January  1, 
1988. 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck:  TBS, 
effective  January  15, 1988. 

Sulphur,  Maplewood.  TBS,  effective 


January  1, 1988. 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District: 

Grand  River-Donaldsonville,  First: 
E.  Eugene  Kimble,  R,  effective  Janu¬ 
ary  1, 1988. 

Ministerial  Classification  Changes: 

Dan  B.  Blake,  PTLP,  discontinued, 
effective  January  15, 1988. 

Robert  D.  Hutson,  FTLP,  discontin¬ 
ued,  effective  December  31, 1987. 


Ruston  Holiday  Inn  Setting 
for  Interdenominational  Retreat 


CELEBRATION  —  First  UMC  in  DonaldsonviUe  recently  celebrated  their  145th 
Anniversary,  by  restoring  the  church  building  and  many  of  its  furnishings  to  near 
original  condition. 

Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Holds  Annual  Assembly,  Jan.  26-27 


Mrs.  Melba  Simmons  is  the  Director.  The 
public  is  invited. 

The  business  session  of  the  Assembly 
will  continue  on  Wednesday  morning, 
January  27,  at  the  Catholic  Life  Center. 
Bishop  William  Friend  of  Shreveport 
will  present  a  report  to  the  Assembly  on 
Basic  Values  for  a  New  Louisiana.  The 
Assembly  will  launch  a  two-year  empha¬ 
sis  on  local  church  ecumenism  and  inter- 
church  community  activity. 

Ms.  Connie  Clark  and  Ms.  Rani  Arti- 
gues,  co-chairpersons  of  the  Commission 
on  Aging,  will  present  a  resolution  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  Louisiana  Institute  on  Gerontol¬ 
ogy.  Mr.  Michael  O’Keefe,  chairman  of 
the  Commission  on  Criminal  Justice,  will 
present  a  resolution  from  the  Commis¬ 
sion  requesting  the  churches  to  establish 
a  criminal  justice  week.  The  purpose 
will  be  to  encourage  the  churches  to 
study  the  causes  of  crime,  ways  of  help¬ 
ing  the  victims  of  crime,  and  ways  of 
providing  alternatives  to  incarceration. 
A  report  on  child  abuse  and  the  death 
penalty  will  be  considered.  Mr.  Don  Ew¬ 
ing,  director  of  the  Louisiana  Inter- 
church  Farm  Crisis  Coalition,  will  tell  of 
the  work  of  the  Coalition  with  Louisiana 
farmers. 


The  annual  North  Louisiana  Christian 
Ashram  will  be  held  in  Ruston  January 
28-30,  at  the  Holiday  Inn.  The  Ashram  is 
a  retreat  setting  that  emphasizes  spiritu¬ 
al  growth  through  enthusiastic  preach¬ 
ing,  Bible  study,  prayer  and  sharing,  and 
contemporary  Christian  music. 

Rev.  George  Ross,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Silsbee,  Tex¬ 
as,  is  the  evangelistic  preacher.  Dr.  Vic¬ 
tor  Hamilton,  professor  of  religion  at 
Asbury  College  in  Kentucky,  is  the  Bible 
teacher.  Ron  Deal  and  Sherry  Pody  of 
Ruston  are  the  music  leaders. 

The  Christian  Ashram  Movement, 
founded  by  the  late  missionary-evange¬ 
list  E.  Stanley  Jones  when  ministring  in 
India  over  50  years  ago,  takes  its  name 
from  the  Sanskrit  word  meaning  “a  re¬ 
treat  from  hard  work.”  In  the  current 
context  this  world-wide,  interdenomina¬ 
tional  movement  is  referred  to  as  a  re¬ 
treat  for  recommitment  to  Christ.  Jones 
noted,  “We  gather  together  people  of  all 
denominations,  races  and  occupations. 
Around  the  person  of  Christ  we  become 


one  to  help  us  become  more  committed 
citizens  of  God’s  Kingdom.” 

For  a  brochure  or  more  information 
on  the  Ashram,  call  the  directors,  Rev 
Charles  Humphreys  at  539-9153  and  Hale 
Shadow  at  255-3997  or  the  registrar,  Rev 
Isaac  Patton  at  323-4053. 


Catch  the  Spirit  Program  Update 


The  following  summarizes  current 
plans  for  major  segments  of  January 
1988  "Catch  the  Spirit”  programs.  All 
programs  are  subject  to  change. 

During  the  week  of  January  24:  the 
Chinese  United  Methodist  Church,  in 
New  York’s  Chinatown,  is  an  example  of 
the  vital  ministries  made  possible  by  the 
denomination’s  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  Missional  Priority.  Those  fea¬ 
tured  include  the  Rev.  Moses  Lee,  the 
church’s  founding  pastor;  and  Mary  Li 
Hsu,  church  member  and  youth  center 
director. 

"In  Defense  of  Creation:  A  Dialogue 
with  Religious  Leaders,  Engineers  and 
Scientists  on  Nuclear  Armaments  and  a 
Just  Peace”  was  the  subject  of  a  two-day 
seminar  sponsored  by  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee.  The 
Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Carder  is  senior  pastor 
of  First  Church,  whose  membership  in¬ 
cludes  200  scientists  and  engineers. 

For  the  week  of  January  31:  “Jubilee 
’87”  was  the  theme  of  the  National  Stu¬ 


dent  Conference  which  convened  in  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  at  the  end  of  December. 
Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francis¬ 
co  Area),  Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos 
(Rio  de  Janeiro),  Tex  Sample,  Colleen 
Chun  and  Dayton  Edmonds,  are  among 
the  leaders  of  the  event,  which  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  attract  1,000  students  and  200 
chaplains  from  across  the  United  States 
and  other  countries.  The  convocation 
was  sponsored  by  the  Campus  Ministry 
Section,  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry. 

Also,  Hilly  Hicks  will  interview  actor 
Rip  Torn. 

In  an  excerpt  from  “No  Longer 
Strangers,"  Emily  Simer  tells  how 
Americans  and  Germans  work  together 
to  help  the  50,000  English-speaking  Meth¬ 
odists  living  temporarily  in  West  Germa¬ 
ny  identify  with  their  Methodist  heritage. 
The  Rev.  Dan  Franks,  a  member  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Conference,  coordi¬ 
nates  the  program,  which  is  supported 
by  three  World  Service  agencies. 
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Being  wise  to  ‘hardball  realities’ 


Should  Christians  •  pressure”  the  U  S. 
government  to  respond  to  reports  of  a 
new  famine  in  Ethiopia  with  long-term, 
“no  strings  attached”  development  aid? 

Yes.  according  to  Willis  Logan,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches’ 
Africa  Office  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15).  Mr.  Lo¬ 
gan  recently  took  part  in  a  five-person 
interfaith  team’s  review  of  Ethiopia’s 
ongoing  problem  of  feeding  its  people. 

He  warned  that  without  sustained 
long-term  development  help— such  as 
road  improvement,  dam  building,  etc.— 
Ethiopia  soon  would  be  unable  to  feed 
nearly  25  percent  of  its  population. 

U.S.  government  officials  have  indicat¬ 
ed  an  unwillingness  to  give  such  aid  until 
the  Ethiopian  government  makes  some 
“policy  changes,”  Mr.  Logan  lamented.  He 
called  on  U.S.  Christians  to  prod  our  gov¬ 
ernment  to  set  aside  that  position. 

We  agree  that  a  government’s  humani¬ 
tarian  policy  should  not  be  made  on  ideo¬ 
logical  grounds.  We  disagree,  however, 
with  Mr.  Logan’s  simplistic  suggestion 
that  the  U.S.  government  is  the  “bad 
guy"  in  this  situation. 

The  need  for  large-scale,  government- 
funded  development  aid  in  Ethiopia  is  un¬ 
questionable.  Church  relief  officials 
repeatedly,  and  rightly,  have  pointed  out 
that  such  aid  is  an  essential  complement 
to  emergency  food  supplies  given  by  inter¬ 
national  church  and  government  agencies. 

No  matter  how  generous  the  “relief” 
might  be— United  Methodists  have  given 
$3.5  million  for  Ethiopia  through  the  UM 
Committee  on  Relief  during  the  past 
three  years— it  is  a  mere  "Band- Aid”  on 
a  chronic  and  complex  problem.  And 
that  problem  will  recur  until  its  underly¬ 
ing  causes  are  addressed. 

However,  allocation  of  outside  resources 
for  development  does  not  automatically  as¬ 
sure  they  will  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
Ethiopia’s  current  Marxist  leaders  often 
have  shown  a  remarkable  lack  of  concern 
for  the  welfare  of  their  own  people. 

It  is  both  reasonable  and  responsible 


for  the  U.S.  government  to  insist  that  aid 
be  used  effectively  and  for  the  purposes 
specified.  It  likewise  is  reasonable  to  ob¬ 
ject  to  emergency  humanitarian  aid  be¬ 
ing  used  as  a  weapon  by  either  side  in 
Ethiopia’s  ongoing  civil  war  involving 
two  rebellious  Northern  provinces. 

Ethiopian  government  forces  repeated¬ 
ly  have  blocked  food  shipments  to  Eritrea 
and  Tigray,  where  the  civil  war  rages.  As 
a  result,  people  in  those  regions,  including 
non-combatant  civilians,  unnecessarily 
have  endured  some  of  the  worst  suffering 
from  the  drought  and  related  famine. 

Massive,  unrestricted  development  aid 
to  tyrants  is  unlikely  to  be  of  much  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  victims  of  that  tyranny. 

As  Christians  taught  by  our  Lord  to  be 
“wise  as  serpents”  in  dealing  with  secu¬ 
lar  authorities,  we  should  factor  an 
awareness  of  such  “hard-ball”  political 
realities  into  our  strategy  for  addressing 
the  new  prospect  of  famine  in  Ethiopia. 

That  strategy  should  include  ongoing 
emergency  aid  to  the  affected  peoples.  It 
should  be  channeled  through  reputable  re¬ 
lief  groups,  such  as  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  and  its  partner  or¬ 
ganizations  in  Ethiopia,  the  Christian  Re¬ 
lief  and  Development  Association  and  the 
Ethiopian  Orthodox  Church.  Such  organi¬ 
zations  are  accustomed  to  dealing  with 
the  Ethiopian  government  so  as  to  mini¬ 
mize  interference  and  ensure  that  aid 
reaches  its  intended  recipients. 

Our  strategy  also  should  include  a  con¬ 
tinuing  emphasis  on  the  need  for  long¬ 
term  government-sponsored  development 
aid.  However,  that  aid  should  be  given 
with  stipulations  that  will  combat  rather 
than  reinforce  tyranny  and  suffering. 

Pronouncements  by  church  leaders 
that  reflect  an  awareness  of  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  a  situation  like  that  in  Ethio¬ 
pia  today  are  far  more  likely  to  be  taken 
seriously  by  U.S.  government  officials 
than  those  that  appear  blindly  critical  of 
U.S.  policies  and  uncritically  blind  to  the 
shortcomings  of  other  governments. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 

UM  support  for  diversity  of  languages  is  way 
to  celebrate  gift  of  other  cultures  as  GOOD! 


m 

£n 


By  YOLANDA  PUPO-ORTIZ 

Twenty  years  ago  I  had  to  leave  my 
country.  It  is  still  alive  in  my  memory, 
the  sight  of  my  land  remaining  behind. 
In  Cuba  I  was  leav¬ 
ing  family,  friends, 
church  and  famil¬ 
iar  places.  Some  of 
my  dreams,  I  know, 
also  stayed  there. 

It  was  not  long 
after  my  arrival  in 
the  United  States 
that  I  discovered  Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz 
that  I  had  left  much  more.  I  had  also 
left  a  culture,  a  posture  to  life,  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  values— all  expressed  through  a 
language  that  was  not  understood  here. 

Language  became  the  central  point 
of  my  struggle  during  those  first  years. 
I  wanted  so  much  to  communicate,  to 
let  people  see  the  person  I  was.  But  my 
English  was  not  good,  and  communica¬ 
tion  was  not  easy. 

I  remember  with  fondness  those  peoplr 
who  helped  me  to  understand  what  was 
going  on  around  me,  to  pronounce  certain 
sounds,  to  catch  the  subtleness  of  some 
expressions  and  to  acquire  folk  history. 

I  remember  those  who  helped  my  fam¬ 
ily  and  me  find  English  classes  and  get  to 
the  employment  center,  the  post  office  or 
the  hospital.  I  remember  people  who  did 
not  want  to  see  me  excluded  from  society 
and  extended  their  hands  to  pull  me  in. 


I  wanted  to  belong 

I  wanted  to  learn  English  to  copimu- 
nicate,  to  belong,  to  feel  home  again. 
What  a  joy  it  was  the  day  I  realized 
that  I  understood  and  that  I  could  speak 
in  English,  too! 

But,  then,  the  other  sad  but  important 


reality:  Merely  by  learning  English,  I  was 
not  going  to  belong.  I  was  not  going  to  be 
home  again  if  that  meant  forgetting  and 
disowning  my  entire  self. 

To  belong,  I  had  to  own  myself  first. 
To  be  home,  I  had  to  bring  my  whole 
self,  and  my  whole  self  included  my 
traditions,  my  literature,  my  music  and 
my  language.  To  belong  and  to  be 
home,  I  had  to  affirm  all  that  I  was. 

I  also  needed  to  be  open  to  receive 
the  gifts  this  country  had  for  me.  Si¬ 
multaneously,  the  people  in  this  coun¬ 
try  needed  to  affirm  all  they  were  and 
be  open  to  receive  my  gifts  for  them. 
This  realization  initiated  the  second 
part  of  my  journey  in  the  United  States. 

I  have  come  to  love  the  English  lan¬ 
guage.  I  appreciate  its  concise  rich¬ 
ness.  I  have  made  it  a  part  of  my  life.  I 
can  even  pray  and  preach  in  English!  I 
have  built  bridges  to  the  people  around 
me,  and  through  their  language,  I  have 
learned  their  hearts. 

The  English  language  has  expanded 
my  education,  has  enabled  me  to  grow 
and  to  transcend  cultural  and  language 
boundaries. 


My  native  culture  is  good 

But  this  new  appreciation  I  have,  this 
new  love,  does  not  require  that  I  deny 
my  native  language,  Spanish,  or  that  I 
have  to  reject  my  culture  and  heritage. 
All  of  that  is  a  part  of  me.  It  has  been 
given  to  me  by  God— AND  IT  IS  GOOD! 

The  pain  burning  within  me,  however, 
is  that  what  God  has  made  good  does  not 
seem  to  be  as  good  to  others.  It  does  not 
seem  good  to  those  who  are  trying  to 
make  English  the  only  language  that  can 
be  spoken  or  written  in  the  United  States. 


It  does  not  seem  good  to  those  who  in 
the  name  of  unity  through  the  use  of  an 
“only  language”  are  bringing  division 
and  hate  to  communities. 

It  does  not  seem  good  to  those  who 
are  trying  to  exclude  and  segregate 
people  like  me,  with  another  native 
language,  from  the  common  home  of 
the  U.S.  society. 

Indeed,  it  does  not  seem  good  to  the 
supporters  of  the  “English-Only  Move 
ment,”  who  deny  the  importance  of  bilin¬ 
gual  education  for  those  children  and 
youths  who  have  just  arrived  to  this  coun¬ 
try  and  do  not  know  the  English  language. 

Or  to  those  who  deny  young  non-En¬ 
glish  mothers  the  right  to  receive 
health  information  in  their  own  lan¬ 
guage. 

Or  to  those  who  are  trying  to  eliminate 
critical  bilingual  services  such  as  the  911 
emergency  call  or  translations  for  wit¬ 
nesses  and  crime  victims  in  courts. 

Or  to  those  who  want  to  take  away 
from  the  non-English  speaking  world  the 
pleasure  of  listening  to  radio  or  television 
programs  in  the  only  language  they  know. 

I  cannot  stand  by  silently 

As  a  Christian,  I  cannot  stand  by  si¬ 
lently  while  an  effort  is  made  to  dehu¬ 
manize  people  by  taking  away  their 
language.  To  do  that  is  to  ask  people  to 
take  away  themselves. 

As  a  Christian,  I  celebrate  the  whole¬ 
ness  of  all  people.  In  God’s  image  we 
were  all  created  and  born. 

As  a  Christian,  I  believe  that  God  calls 
us  to  identify  with  the  isolated,  the  poor, 
the  foreigner,  the  exiled,  the  undocument¬ 
ed,  who  are  out,  who  do  not  belong  yet.  It 
is  our  responsibility  to  be  with  them  and 
to  make  a  home  where  all  belong. 


I  believe  that  the  greatness  of  this 
country  is  rooted  in  the  freedom  of  ex¬ 
pression,  in  respect  for  the  rights  of  all 
people  and  in  the  contribution  that  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic,  racial  and  language 
groups  have  brought  to  it. 

I  believe  that  God  calls  us  for  recon¬ 
ciliation  and  oneness  and  that  by  learn¬ 
ing  each  other’s  language,  we  learn 
each  other’s  hearts,  and  walls  of  divi¬ 
sion  come  down.  Languages  do  not  di¬ 
vide  but  unite. 

Because  of  that,  I  support  the  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race’s 
resolution  affirming  the  diversity  of 
language  usage  in  the  United  States. 

This  resolution  is  a  witness  to  our 
faith.  It  affirms  that  English  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  language  of  the  country,  but  it 
also  celebrates  the  diversity  of  culture, 
race,  ethnicity  and  language  that  consti¬ 
tute  the  foundation  of  the  nation. 

It  is  that  diversity  that  makes  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States’  fabric  large,  colorful,  exciting 
and  inspiring.  It  is  upon  that  fabric,  with 
mutual  respect  and  affirmation  of  all 
people,  that  we  will  continue  growing  and 
building  a  real  united  and  free  country. 

“ Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Yolanda  E. 
Pupo-Ortiz  is  a  clergy  member  of  the 
Southern  New  England  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  on  special  appointment  to  the 
General  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  in  Washington. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“Here  l  Stand”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Wooing  U.S.  Christian  dollars  to  support  Israel  protested 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Daniel  J. 
Louis'  Dec.  25  article  headlined,  “Chris¬ 
tians  wooed  for  Israel’s  tourist  traffic.” 

This  article  arrived  in  my  home  on 
Christmas  Eve,  the  very  day  that  the 
Christian  Palestinians  in  Bethlehem  can¬ 
celed  all  celebrations  because  they  felt 
the  tourist  dollars  were  used  by  the  Is¬ 
raeli  occupying  military  force  to  in¬ 
crease  the  harshness  of  their  oppression. 

Mr.  Louis  states,  "Israel  is  depending  on 
. . .  tourism  generally  to  help  stabilize  and 
solidify  the  economy.”  Every  night  my  tele¬ 
vision  has  been  showing  me  the  Israeli  in¬ 
terpretation  of  "stability  and  solidity.” 

White  soldiers  ride  in  tanks  through 
neighborhoods  of  brown-skinned  people, 
shooting  at  everything  that  moves.  With 
my  own  eyes  I  saw  a  brown-skinned  8- 
year-old  girl  intentionally  shot  by  a 
white  Israeli  soldier  in  full  battle  gear. 
Sadly,  many  of  the  victims  are  our  fel¬ 
low  Christians. 

Why,  then,  does  Mr.  Louis  use  the  Re¬ 
porter  to  encourage  U.S.  Christians  to 
use  our  tourist  dollars  to  help  finance 
this  barbarism? 

As  a  Christian,  I  believe  that  my  faith 
is  deeper  than  skin  color.  As  a  Christian, 
I  believe  it  is  wrong  to  identify  with  an 
oppressor  simply  on  the  basis  of  his  skin 
color  or  economic  status.  As  a  Christian, 
I  believe  that  the  tie  of  a  shared  religious 
faith  is  closer  than  the  tie  of  shared  in¬ 
ternational  racism. 

Jesus  came  to  deliver  the  captive, 
those  in  prison,  to  heal  the  broken-heart¬ 
ed  and  to  liberate  the  oppressed.  To 
quote  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu’s  sermon  to 
last  spring’s  Global  Gathering  of  United 
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Methodists:  “God  calls  us  all  to  be  his 
helpers.  He  calls  each  one  of  us,  saying, 
‘Will  you  be  my  helper?’  ” 

What  can  we  as  individuals  do  to  an¬ 
swer  God’s  call?  First,  we  can  vote 
against  human-rights  violations  with  our 
tourist  dollars  by  staying  away  from  Is¬ 
rael.  Second,  we  can  let  our  government 
and  the  Israeli  government  know  where 
we  as  Christians  stand  on  this  issue. 

And  last,  but  most  important,  we  can 
pray  to  God  regularly  for  an  end  to  the 
human-rights  violations  in  Israel. 

Virginia  Wisdom  Belford 
Naperville,  Illinois 

Visit  the  ‘living  stones’ 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Dec.  25  article  headlined, 
"Christians  wooed  for  Israel’s  tourist 
traffic,”  no  mention  was  made  of  Chris¬ 
tians  visiting  Palestinian  Christians  in 
Israel.  There  are  hundreds  of  thousands 
whose  roots  go  back  to  the  early  centu¬ 
ries  of  the  Christian  church. 

Contact  with  such  individuals  will  not 
only  deepen  Christian  ties  but  also  help 
Americans  better  understand  the  current 
conflict  in  Israel.  It  is  inspiring  to  visit 
the  dead  stones  of  past  history.  It  is  even 
more  inspiring  to  visit  the  living  stones 
of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Robert  H.  Tucker 
Houston,  Texas 

Thanks  for  article 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Montana  Logging  and  Ballet  Com¬ 
pany  thanks  the  Reporter  for  Stephen 
Swecker’s  excellent  article  about  our  re¬ 
cently  released  album  called  “Take  the 
Barriers  Down"  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15). 

We  have  gotten  a  number  of  calls  ask¬ 
ing  where  albums  and  tapes  can  be  pur¬ 
chased.  Albums  and  cassettes  may  be 
ordered  by  mailing  $10.50  for  each  to 
Upstream  Records,  Box  952,  Helena, 
Mont.  59624. 


In  just  a  little  over  a  month,  we’ve 
been  able  to  send  more  than  $1,000  to 
Archbishop  Desmond  Tutu’s  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Humanitarian  Aid  Fund  to  help  gain 
the  release  of  the  children  detained  in 
South  African  jails. 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  United 
Methodist  delegates  at  our  April  30  con¬ 
cert  in  St.  Louis  during  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  Thank  you  again. 

Bob  FitzGerald 
Helena,  Montana 

Mixed  feelings  expressed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  pleased  and  then  dismayed  to 
learn  that  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  has  signed  distribution  agreements 
with  the  Society  for  Promotion  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Knowledge  and  with  Orbis  Books. 

Certainly  the  society  has  for  years  been 
publishing  quality  Christian  material.  But 
Orbis  Books,  the  organ  of  the  Maryknoll 
order  in  Roman  Catholicism,  is  anything 
but  Christian.  Founded  by  Miguel  D’Es- 
coto,  former  Maryknoll  priest  and  now 


the  Communist  foreign  minister  of  Nica¬ 
ragua,  Orbis  Books  has  consistently  pub¬ 
lished  materials  promoting  Marxism. 

Surely  this  decision  should  be  recon¬ 
sidered  and  repudiated  — unless,  of 
course,  the  United  Methodist  Church  has 
decided  to  take  the  way  of  Daniel  Ortega 
and  revolution. 

Hugh  Hookway  Jr. 

Willard,  Ohio 

Immigration  law  discussed 

To  the  Editor: 

Referring  to  Roberta  Sappington’s 
Jan.  1  article,  I  fail  to  see  why  the  U.S. 
immigration  legislation  . .  is  going  to 
place  the  church  in  a  very  difficult  pre¬ 
dicament.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a 
mainstream  religious  organization,  the 
leadership  of  which  represents  millions 
of  hard-working,  law-abiding  citizens  in 
a  free,  democratic  country  with  estab¬ 
lished  procedures  for  effecting  political 
and  social  change. 

The  church  should  “render  unto  Cae- 


My  Witness 

New  Year’s  resolution:  6 Keep  the  Sabbath 9 


By  PHILIP  BEISSWENGER 
Before  this  year,  I  have  never  drawn 
up  any  serious  New  Year’s  resolutions. 

This  year  is  different.  As  I  looked  over 
my  spiritual  life  at 
year’s  end,  one  of  my 
spiritual  failings 
seemed  to  stand  out 
like  a  sore  thumb: 
my  relationship  to 
the  Sabbath.  I  do  not 
do  a  good  job  of 
keeping  the  Sabbath 
holy.  Philip  Beisswenger 

The  Fourth  Commandment  reads:  “Re¬ 
member  the  Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy. 
Six  days  shall  you  labor  and  do  all  your 
work,  but  the  seventh  day  is  a  Sabbath  to 
the  Lord  your  God”  (Exodus  20:8-9). 

While  I  believe  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  are  divine  and  eternal,  I  have  not 
been  quite  sure  what  to  do  with  the 
Fourth  Commandment. 


Do  no  work  at  all? 

Since  Sunday  is  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
does  God  really  mean  that  on  Sunday  we 
must  not  do  any  work  at  all? 

Or  does  God  simply  mean  we  must 
take  off  a  couple  of  hours  for  church? 

What  about  people  who  need  to  work 
on  Sundays  in  places  like  police  stations 
and  hospitals?  What  about  ministers? 
And  what  about  those  who  interpret 
“resting  on  the  seventh  day”  to  mean 
sleeping  in  late,  skipping  church  and 


watching  football  all  day? 

Somehow,  in  the  midst  of  this  confu¬ 
sion,  I  have  come  to  neglect  the  Sabbath. 
And  I  do  not  think  that  I  am  alone. 

One  United  Methodist  has  lamented: 
“Our  great-grandfathers  called  it  the  holy 
Sabbath;  our  grandfathers  called  it  the 
Sabbath;  our  fathers,  Sunday;  but  today 
we  call  it  the  weekend.” 

Perhaps  we  have  come  to  think  other 
areas  of  the  Christian  life  are  more  im¬ 
portant  than  the  Sabbath. 

Maybe  it  is  another  sign  of  increased 
secularism  in  the  church. 

Maybe  the  repeal  of  ‘‘blue  laws” 
helped  cause  it. 

Whatever  the  reason  for  this  neglect, 
the  spiritual  strength  and  discipline  of 
my  life,  and  I  believe  of  the  whole 
church,  has  been  undermined. 

As  our  time  is  viewed  as  being  less 
holy,  so  our  lives  become  less  holy.  Yet 
we  still  have  the  need  to  pause  from  our 
daily  routine  and  dedicate  ourselves  to 
the  things  of  God. 

As  1988  gets  underway,  I  am  making  a 
New  Year’s  resolution  to  remember  the 
Sabbath,  to  keep  it  as  holy  as  I  can  and  to 
encourage  other  Christians  to  do  likewise. 

Truly  remembering  the  Sabbath  in¬ 
volves  changing  habits  and  priorities  and 
even  making  some  sacrifices. 

Guidelines  suggested 

To  help,  I  have  drawn  up  several  gen¬ 
eral  guidelines  that  I  plan  to  follow.  I 


would  like  to  share  them  for  consider¬ 
ation  by  others. 

S  Worship  God  with  fellow  Christians 
each  Sunday. 

f  Devote  the  rest  of  Sunday  to  other 
forms  of  worship,  study,  personal  reflec¬ 
tion,  acts  of  compassion  and  love,  and  to 
building  bonds  with  family,  friends  and 
neighbors. 

f  If  possible,  abstain  from  remuner¬ 
ated  work  on  Sundays.  If  such  work  is 
unavoidable,  set  aside  an  alternative 
time  for  the  Sabbath. 

f  Refrain  from  patronizing  stores 
and  restaurants  on  Sundays  since  they 
depend  on  other  people  working  on  the 
Sabbath. 

I  do  not  presume  that  the  above  guide¬ 
lines  are  completely  adequate.  But  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  are  useful  in 
remembering  that  the  Sabbath  is  a  day 
for  keeping  unto  the  Lord  our  God. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Philip  Beisswenger  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Brewer's  and  Walton's  Chapels 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Clarks¬ 
ville.  Tenn.  (Tennessee  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


sar”  and  p.  the  very  least  refrain  from 
advocating  that  its  members  violate  the 
law  of  the  land. 

Church  funds  and  facilities  belonging 
to  all  members  alike  should  not  be  used 
to  such  ends.  Personally  furnishing  food 
and  clothing  out  of  love  to  people  in 
need,  not  knowing  their  precise  status 
with  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service,  is  not  at  all  the  same  as  a  reli¬ 
gious  organization  deliberately  hiding  il¬ 
legal  aliens  in  violation  of  the  law. 

If  the  law  is  flawed,  then  the  effort 
should  be  directed  at  Congress  to  change 
the  law,  where  the  numerous  ramifica¬ 
tions  of  laws  can  be  taken  into  account 
and  debated.  This  is  not  a  black  and  white 
issue,  and  there  are  many  personal,  com¬ 
munity  job-related  and  financial  costs  as¬ 
sociated  with  illegal  immigration. 

I  think  I  would  find  it  difficult  to  teach 
my  children  respect  for  the  law  if  I  se¬ 
lectively  obeyed  laws  based  on  my  per¬ 
sonal  opinion  of  what  is  proper,  adequate 
or  moral.  Those  who  found  fault  with  Lt. 
Col.  Oliver  North’s  actions  should  agree 
that  such  flaunting  of  the  law  leads  to  di¬ 
sastrous  consequences. 

Russell  Denison 
Newbury  Park,  California 

Omission  amazing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  simply  amazed  that  John  A.  Love¬ 
lace  could  write  an  article  (see  UMR, 
Dec.  11)  on  the  Bill  Moyers  show,  “God 
and  Politics,”  and  fail  to  mention  the  wit¬ 
ness  of  George  Baldwin,  a  former  United 


Methodist  minister  who  still  is  a  United 
Methodist  and  who  literally  gave  away 
everything  he  had  in  order  to  go  and  bear 
his  faith  and  witness  in  Nicaragua. 

Tex  Sample 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

‘No  applause’  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding:  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Tim 
Morrison  in  the  Jan.  1  issue. 

Amen  and  Amen! 

As  a  choir  member,  I  have  been  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  applause  in  worship  services 
for  the  musicians  who  “perform.”  I  ap¬ 
plaud  (silently)  Mr.  Morrison’s  assessment 
of  the  situation  and  hope  that  more 
churches  will  prayerfully  consider  elimi¬ 
nating  applause  in  the  worship  service. 

Applause  does  break  the  “mood”  for 
worship,  and  we  are  not  performers.  We 
are  singing  praises  to  the  Lord. 

Marie  Colson 
Houston,  Texas 

Keep  up  good  work 

To  the  Editor. 

I  wish  to  express  a  long-delayed  word 
of  praise  in  regard  to  your  honest  edito¬ 
rial  policy  about  the  church’s  current 
controversies. 

Without  the  Reporter  most  of  us  ordi¬ 
nary  church  members  would  have  no 
idea  of  what’s  going  on.  The  silence  from 
the  pulpits  is  deafening,  deadening. 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Guy  Mater 
San  Antonio,  Texas 


MINISTRY 


Estes  Chapel  meals  the  heartbeat  of  the  Asbury 
Seminary  experience 


Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 
Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph.D. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  for  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 

TOLL  FREE 

In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  m  son* 
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Bishop 

In-Residence 


Edsel  Ammons 

Edsel  Ammons,  bishop  of  the  West 
Ohio  Area  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  the  bishop-in-residence 
for  Aldersgate  250,  A  New  Heartwarm¬ 
ing.  He  will  be  opening  the  event,  intro¬ 
ducing  leadership,  and  serving 
Communion.  His  life  is  a  personal  testi¬ 
mony  to  the  oneness  of  Witness  and  Wis¬ 
dom. 

Housing,  Meals 
Are  Available 

A  variety  of  housing  accommodations 
and  several  meal  plans  are  available  on 
the  University  of  Dayton  campus,  en¬ 
abling  participants  to  stay  in  the  heart  of 
the  event. 

Inexpensive  dorm  rooms  and  apart¬ 
ments  are  available  for  individuals  or 
groups.  Meal  plans  are  also  available. 
Both  housing  and  meal  plans  must  be  re¬ 
served  in  advance.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion.  check  the  appropriate  box  on  the 
registration  form  on  page  4. 

Much  more  is  scheduled  at  Aldersgate 
250  than  any  one  person  would  want  to 
try  to  attend.  Even  though  the  schedule 
is  packed,  some  of  the  greatest  experi¬ 
ences  will  come  in  the  leisurely  fellow¬ 
ship  with  other  Aldersgate  250 
participants.  So  even  people  who  live 
close  enough  to  commute  will  want  to 
consider  staying  right  on  campus.  Low 
rates  are  meant  to  make  this  possible. 

Aldersgate  250  has  been  called  “the 
ideal  vacation  —  with  time  and  space  for 
inspiration,  education,  recreation,  relax¬ 
ation,  and  total  re-creation."  Dayton. 
Cincinnati,  and  surrounding  countrysides 
provide  creative  opportunities  to  have  a 
great  time  if  you  decide  to  spend  several 
extra  days  here. 


An  Event  Within  The  Event 
For  Teens  And  Youth  Leaders 


Teens  will  often  be  participating  in 
scheduled  services  and  concerts.  But 
much  of  the  time  they  will  also  be  fol¬ 
lowing  a  teen  agenda  of  discussion  with 
the  stars.  Super  Team  Competition,  par¬ 
ties.  games,  and  workshops. 

"No  Pain,  No  Gain"  is  the  focus  of  the 
entire  teen  specialties.  Workshops,  run¬ 
ning  concurrently  with  other  workshops, 
include:  1)  What  Your  Mother  Always 
Wished  Your  Father  Had  Told  You  About 
Sex,  But  Didn't;  2)  Rough  and  Tumble 
and  Hard  to  Bluff;  3)  A  Fresh  Start, 
Okay!?  4)  Feeling  Good  About  Me;  5)  The 
Heat  is  On!  6)  Yesterdays  Gone  Tomor¬ 


row?  7)  Getting  Along  with  Difficult  Peo¬ 
ple. 

Great  times  for  teens  mean  great 
times  for  youth  leaders.  Mike  Nygren, 
youth  leader  at  Ginghamsburg  United 
Methodist  Church,  will  be  offering  train¬ 
ing  sessions  for  leaders  of  youth.  Mike 
will  be  working  with  Giovanni  Bonds, 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Church  of  Dayton, 
and  Lee  Shawhun,  Grace  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Piqua,  OH  to  coordinate  ac¬ 
tivities  of  teens  and  learning  experiences 
for  leaders.  For  more  information  about 
the  training  sessions  for  youth  leaders, 
please  check  the  appropriate  box  on  your 
registration  form. 


Irv  Chambers, 
Others  Support 
Music  For  All 

Irv  Chambers,  song  leader  for  the 
Leighton  Ford  Ministries,  will  also  be 
song  leader  for  Aldersgate  250.  Other 
musicians  who  will  not  only  be  perform¬ 
ing,  but  also  resounding  with  the  music 
in  the  souls  of  participants,  include; 
Vonda  Van  Dyke,  former  Miss  America; 
Shirley  Mitchell,  gospel  singer;  Aaron 
Sheaffer  and  Robert  Simmons,  leaders  of 
United  Sound,  on  the  organ  and  piano; 
John  Mulder,  singer  and  composer;  and 
the  Gold  City  Quartet,  singing  Southern 
Gospel  at  its  best.  The  quartet  will  lead 
workshops  as  well  as  sing. 


Captain  Kangaroo  Here  2  Days 


Irv  Chambers 


The  Captain  is  a  kindly  friend  with  a 
gentle  manner,  dressed  in  a  snappy  red 
jacket  with  big,  mysterious  pockets  and 
sporting  a  big.  bushy  mustache.  A  gath¬ 
ering  of  his  friends  always  produces  a 
magical  mix  of  fun  and  learning.  He  is  a 
six-time  Emmy  winner  who  has  enter¬ 
tained  children  for  nearly  30  years. 

Other  recognitions  he  has  received  in¬ 
clude  three  Gabriel  Awards,  an  Ohio 
State  Award  and  a  1986  Ohio  State  Gold¬ 
en  Anniversary  Director's  Award.  He 
was  named  Television  Father  of  the 
Year  in  1980  and  was  honored  in  1982  by 
the  National  Education  Association  with 
the  National  Education  Award  for  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  Learning  Through  Broad¬ 
casting. 

In  1983,  he  received  the  Distinguished 
Communications  Recognition  Award 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and 
Television  Commission  and  a  Gabriel 
Award  for  Outstanding  Personal 
Achievement. 

"I  aim  to  be  100  percent  educational 
and  100  percent  entertaining,"  The  Cap¬ 
tain,  Bob  Keeshan  in  real  life,  says. 

At  other  times  during  Aldersgate  250, 
children  will  have  their  own  programs. 
Deborah  Dennick-Ream  and  Cheryl  En- 
ders  are  coordinating  these  special  activ¬ 
ities. 


The  Captain 


Children  will  have  a  chance  to  become 
acquainted  with  Captain  Kangaroo  and 
adults  will  be  able  to  gain  insights  from 
him  about  living  with  children.  Talks 
with  the  young  people  are  set  for  Friday 
and  Saturday  mornings.  In  the  after¬ 
noons.  The  Captain  has  set  aside  time  to 
talk  with  adults. 


January  1988 

Dear  Friends, 

The  greatest  gatherings  in  American 
history  didn't  occur  at  football  games, 
political  rallies,  or  rodeos.  They  oc¬ 
curred  at  soul-shaping  campmeetings 
which  brought  thousands  of  people  to¬ 
gether  for  a  taste  of  the  messianic  ban¬ 
quet  where  evangelical  witness  and 
intellectual  wisdom  were  one. 

Aldersgate  250,  A  New  Heartwarm¬ 
ing  for  America,  is  a  modern  camp¬ 
meeting  where  prophetic  preachers, 
spirit-filled  musicians,  and  noted  schol¬ 
ars  of  religion  unleash  the  spiritual 
power  so  vital  to  strengthening  the 
moral  backbone  of  our  nation.  Since 
the  moral  frontiers  today  are  urban  as 
well  as  rural  and  suburban,  our  tent  is 
the  University  of  Dayton  Arena.  The 
University  of  Dayton  campus  and  Wel¬ 
come  Stadium  provide  spaciousness  for 
leisurely  fellowship  to  enrich  the  entire 
event. 


Like  the  great  campmeetings  of  old, 
sometimes  we  will  all  praise  God  to¬ 
gether.  At  other  times  we  will  be  in 
small  groups  listening,  talking,  and 
praying  with  each  other.  Swimming, 
tennis,  and  even  bowling  will  provide 
re-creation  that  spawns  wholeness  and 
health.  But  whether  we  are  with  10,000 
other  Christians  in  the  University  of 
Dayton  Arena,  with  a  handful  in  a  sem¬ 
inar  room  in  Kennedy  Union,  or  at  a  ta¬ 
ble  for  two,  we  shall  find  our  strength 
in  the  joy  of  the  Lord. 

Although  the  planning  is  being  done 
by  UTS  in  cooperation  with  The  West 
Ohio  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Baptists,  Catholics,  Presby¬ 
terians,  Episcopalians,  and  a  host  of 
others  will  chum  the  ecumenical  spirit. 

Variety  is  the  key  to  our  great  gath¬ 
ering.  The  schedule  speaks  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  soul-stirring  and  mind-stretch¬ 
ing  possibilities  for  all  ages.  Youth  have 
their  own  Great  Event  within  The  Great 
Event;  children  become  personal 
friends  of  Captain  Kangaroo;  and 
adults  select  theologically  diverse 
workshops.  But  the  goal  is  for  all  to 
experience  hearts  strangely  warmed 


through  the  oneness  of  vital  piety  and 
theological  wisdom. 

Why  the  name  Aldersgate  250,  A  New 
Heartwarming?  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago  John  Wesley,  the  preacher 
and  Oxford  don,  experienced  his  heart 
"strangely  warmed”  on  Aldersgate 
Street.  He  drew  from  this  experience  to 
mold  a  spiritual  awakening  that  al¬ 
tered  the  course  of  history  for  a  young 
nation  named  America.  Today  Alders¬ 
gate  250  is  a  sign  of  a  new  heartwarm¬ 
ing  that  we  believe  will  again  help  a 
nation  re-searching  its  soul.  I  invite  you 
to  be  among  the  first  to  register  for 
The  Big  Event.  As  we  undertake  a 
great  experiment  in  Witness  and  Wis¬ 
dom,  I  ask  you  to  pray  with  us  here  at 
United: 

LORD,  REVIVE  YOUR  PEOPLE 
AGAIN! 


Warmly, 

Leonard  I.  Sweet 
President 


To  register  by  telephone  with 
VISA  or  MasterCard  call  Cheryl  at 
1-800-322-5817  (outside  Ohio),  1-800- 
686-4673  (inside  Ohio) 
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Prophetic  Preachers  Of  The  Word 


Gardner  Taylor 
Dean  of  America’s 
Preachers 


Popular  BBC  Executive 


tony  campoio 
Favorite  of  America’s 
Youth 


James  Forbes  David  Watson 

The  Preacher’s  Preacher  Spiritual  Giant 
of  Methodism 


Richard  Wilke 
A  Leader 
of  Revitalization 


Deniece  Williams 


Sheila  Walsh 


First  Call 

The  Perfect  Pitch  of  Gospel 


The  Winans 

Premier  Black  Gospel  Group 


Gold  City  Quartet 

Southern  Gospel  at  its  best 


White  Heart 

Christian  Rock  for  all  ages 


Dino  Michele  Pillar 

World’s  greatest  sacred  pianist  A  “Vocalist  of  the  Year”  winner 


r. 

Greg  Buchanan 

Most  talked  about  new  artist 


Workshops 
Add  Depth 

Workshops,  led  by  nationally  known  re¬ 
ligious  leaders,  are  scheduled  during  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  mornings  and  afternoons. 

They  include:  1)  Raising  PG  Kids  — 
Tipper  Gore,  author  of  Raising  PG  Kids 
in  an  X-Rated  Society  and  wife  of  Presi¬ 
dential  candidate  Albert  Gore. 

2)  Living  Peace  —  Will  Campbell, 
preacher,  peacemaker,  and  author  of 
Brother  to  a  Dragonfly  and  Forty  Acres 
and  a  Goat. 

3)  On  the  Wings 
of  Prayer  —  Caro¬ 
lyn  Bohler,  UTS  pro¬ 
fessor  of  pastoral 
prayer  and  author  of 
Opening  to  God. 

4)  Communicat¬ 
ing  Intimately  with 
Friends  —  Terry 
Hershey,  developer 
of  Singles  Ministry  Tipper  Gore 

at  Crystal  Cathedral  and  founder  of 
Christian  Focus. 

5)  Mission  Evangelism  —  David 
Flude,  President  of  Wesley  Voice  Minis¬ 
tries,  Inc. 

6)  Inductive  Bible  Study  —  Donald 
Rogers,  UTS  education  professor  and  au¬ 
thor  of  Teachable  Moments. 

7)  New  Media  Forms  —  Dennis  Ben¬ 
son,  UTS  media  producer  and  prolific 
author  of  books  for  youth. 

8)  Paul  —  Marion  Soards,  UTS  New 
Testament  professor,  author,  and  leading 
authority  on  Paul. 

9)  Religion  and  Race  —  Barbara 
Ricks  Thompson.  General  Secretary  of 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race. 

10)  Discipleship  Today  —  Ezra  Earl 
Jones.  General  Secretary  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  Board  of  Discipleship. 

11 )  The  Laity  Lead  —  David  Lundquist, 
General  Secretary  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

12)  How  to  Get 
Published  —  Geof¬ 
frey  Lorenz,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Lorenz 
Publishing  Compa¬ 
ny. 

13)  First  Love,  a 
theology  of  growth 

—  Michael  Slaugh¬ 

ter,  pastor  of 
Ginghamsburg 
U.M.  Church.  Keith  Miller 

14)  Urban  and  Growing  —  William 
Quick,  pastor  of  Metropolitan  U.M 
Church  in  Detroit  and  1989  Protestant 
Hour  Preacher. 

15)  Pray-ers  of  the  Story  —  Tom 
Boomershine  and  the  Network  of  Bibli¬ 
cal  Storytellers. 

16)  Spiritual  Power  —  Keith  Miller, 
author  of  A  Taste  of  New  Wine  and  pop¬ 
ular  lecturer.  17)  Gospel  Music  for  Today 

—  Gold  City  Quartet.  \ 
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Where  Witness  And  Wisdom  Meet 


Thursday,  June  23 


Friday,  June  24 


Saturday,  June  25 


Sunday,  June  26 


7  A.M. 

8 


10 

11 

NOON 

1 

2 


3  Check  into  rooms  at 
University  of  Dayton 


Sunrise  Communion 


Sunrise  Communion 


WORKSHOPS  I 


WORKSHOPS  I 


WORSHIP 

David  Watson,  preaching 


WORSHIP 

Pauline  Webb,  preaching 


WORKSHOPS  II 


WORKSHOPS  II 


CONCERT 
Gold  City  Quartet 
Michele  Pillar 


CONCERT 
White  Heart 


Sunrise  Communion 


7  WORSHIP  and  CONCERTS 
Gardner  Taylor,  preaching 
Howard  University 
Gospel  Choir 

Deniece  Williams,  Concert 
First  Call,  concert 


11 


WORSHIP  and  CONCERTS 
James  Forbes,  preaching 

Dino,  concert 

Sheila  Walsh,  concert 


WORSHIP  and  CONCERTS 
Tony  Campolo,  preaching 

Winans,  concert 

Willie  &  Friends,  concert 


Sunday  School  Rally 

Song  Fest  with 
Irv  Chambers 

Concert 
Greg  Buchanan 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke, 
preaching 


Check  out  of  rooms 
at  University  of  Dayton 


III" 


United 

Theological 

Seminary 


18)0  HARVARD  BLVD 
DAYTON  OHIO  45406 


Come 


Registration  Form 


”i 


To  Dayton 


23-26 June  1988 


One  registration  fee  provides  admission  to  all  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  registrant  and  parking  for  the  entire  pe¬ 
riod.  Entrance  passes,  maps,  and  detailed  schedule  of 
events  will  be  mailed  prior  to  Aldersgate  250.  RE¬ 
TURN  REGISTRATION  FORM  TO:  Cheryl  McGraw, 
A-250  Registrar;  United  Theological  Seminary;  1810 
Harvard  Blvd.,  Dayton.  OH  45406 


Name  _ 
Address 


City - 

State  _  Zip 

Home  Telephone  (  )  _ 

Work  Telephone  (  ) _ 


A-250  REGISTRATION  FEE  AMT.  NO.  TOTAL 


Infants  to  6  yrs.  old 

Free 

0 

7  to  12  yrs.  old 

$30  _ 

$ - 

Adults,  older  youth 

$40  _ 

$ - 

Total  Enclosed 

—  _ 

$ - 

_  Charge  to: 

Visa#  _ 

MasterCard  #  _ 

Expiration  date  _ 

Signature  _ 

_  Please  send  me  information  on  University  of 

Dayton  Housing  and  Meal  Plans 
_ _  Please  send  me  information  on  campsites/mo¬ 
tels 

_  Please  send  me  a  free  Aldersgate  250  audio- 

tape  (5  minutes)  for  use  in  introducing  A-250  to 
the  church  and  to  friends  not  yet  in  the  church 

_  Please  send  me  information  on  A-250  training 

for  youth  leaders 

_  Please  send  me  information  on  Continuing 

Education  Credit  available  for  A-250 


JANUARY  22,  1988 
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‘They  Don’t  All  Wear  Sheets’ 

NCC-sponsored  study  finds  epidemic  of  ‘ bigoted  violence 9  across  U.S. 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Acts  of  violence 
against  racial  and  ethnic  groups  as 
well  as  Jews  and  homosexuals  have 
reached  epidemic  proportions 
across  the  United  States. 

That’s  the  finding  of  a  major 
church-sponsored  study  released 
last  week. 

Titled  “They  Don’t  All  Wear 
Sheets,”  the  95-page  study  was  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  an  association  of  31  Prot¬ 
estant  and  Eastern  Orthodox  de¬ 
nominations. 

The  Atlanta-based  Center  for  Dem¬ 
ocratic  Renewal,  an  anti-discrimina¬ 
tion  group,  prepared  the  document, 
described  as  the  first  multiyear  study 
of  violence  directed  against  a  broad 
range  of  minority  groups. 

The  report,  issued  at  a  packed 
news  conference,  listed  nearly  3,000 
acts  of  “bigoted  violence”  that  oc¬ 
curred  between  1980  and  1986. 

Incidents  ranged  from  vandalism 
of  synagogues,  cross  burnings  and 
assaults  to  murders  and  bombings. 

The  report  called  hate  violence  a 
“largely  unrecognized  cancer  eating 
away  our  communities  and  social  in¬ 
stitutions.” 

More  monitoring  sought 

At  the  news  conference,  religious 
and  civic  leaders  called  for  legislation 
that  would  require  the  U.S.  Justice 
Department  to  gather  data  annually 
on  hate  crimes. 

Such  a  proposal  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  both  houses  of  Congress. 


The  Justice  Department  and  Fed¬ 
eral  Bureau  of  Investigation  have  in 
the  past  opposed  the  monitoring, 
saying  it  is  too  expensive. 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  member  denomination  of 
the  NCC,  said  the  study  underscores 
a  resolution  adopted  by  the  1984 
General  Conference,  the  church’s 
top  legislative  assembly. 

The  UM  resolution  specifically 
cited  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  and  called 
generally  upon  "federal,  state  and 
local  governments  to  exercise  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  bring  to  justice 
perpetrators  of  racial  and  religious 
violence  and  intimidation." 

In  addition  to  better  monitoring, 
the  study  recommended  special 
training  programs  to  alert  law  en¬ 
forcement  officials  to  the  nature  of 
hate  violence. 

The  incidents  listed  in  the  report 
were  collected  from  newspaper  clip¬ 
pings,  court  documents,  government 
records  and  other  reports. 

Since  the  vast  majority  of  such  at¬ 
tacks  are  unknown,  according  to 
Leonard  Zeskind  of  the  Center  for 
Democratic  Renewal,  the  ones  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  new  report  may  repre¬ 
sent  only  the  tip  of  the  iceberg. 

Tactics  have  changed 

The  organized  hate  groups  them¬ 
selves  have  begun  to  adopt  new  tac¬ 
tics. 

Although  there  was  an  apparent 
decline  in  Klan  membership  between 
1982  and  1986,  the  threat  of  violence 
posed  by  organized  racists  persists, 
the  study  found.  That’s  because  the 


familiar  white  robes  have  often  been 
“shed  in  favor  of  more  sophisticated 
long-term  strategies.” 

“Instead  of  getting  drunk  and  burn¬ 
ing  a  front-yard  cross,  advocates  of 
this  strategy"  have  in  many  instances 
"planned  for  months,  sending  out  sur¬ 
veillance  teams  before  striking  a  tar¬ 
get,”  the  report  said. 

Mr.  Zeskind  said  it  is  difficult  to 
paint  a  profile  of  the  average  perpe¬ 
trator  of  a  hate  crime. 

"All  sorts  of  people  commit  these 
crimes,”  he  said.  They  come  from 
all  areas  of  the  country  and  from 
various  age  groups. 

At  the  same  time,  however,  indi¬ 
viduals  involved  are  likely  to  have 
shaky  employment  prospects,  weak 
ties  to  their  communities  and  no 
particular  religious  affiliation,  Mr. 
Zeskind  said. 

They  tend  to  also  come  from 
places  where  there  have  been  social 
disruptions  such  as  hysteria  over  the 
acquired-im-mune-deficiency-syn- 
drome  epidemic  and  conflicts  over 
racial  integration. 

The  study  attributes  the  incidents 
to  underlying  social  tensions  and 
scapegoating  caused  by  hard  econom¬ 
ic  times  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try— particularly  the  Midwestern 
farm  belt  and  declining  centers  of  in¬ 
dustrial  activity  of  the  Northeast. 

Targets  examined 

In  examining  the  various  targets 
of  hate  violence,  the  study  said: 

•  In  one  instance,  five  black  wom¬ 
en  were  gunned  down  by  drunken 
Klansmen  cruising  in  a  stolen  car 


after  a  Klan  meeting. 

•Interracial  couples,  especially 
those  who  move  into  predominantly 
white  neighborhoods,  “have  often 
been  attacked  because  they  have  vi¬ 
olated  one  of  the  most  stringent  rac¬ 
ist  taboos.” 

•Whites  who  speak  out  against 
racism  have  also  suffered  attacks.  In 
September  1986,  the  Rev.  William 
Wassmuth’s  rectory  in  Coeur  d’Alene, 
Idaho,  was  bombed  after  he  preached 
against  the  anti-Semitic  Aryan  Na¬ 
tions  group  active  in  his  area. 

•  “Immigration  by  Mexicans  and 
other  Latin  Americans,  as  well  as 
Southeast  Asians,  has  become  a  cen¬ 
tral  issue  for  all  white  supremacist 
organizations.”  In  Texas  the  Klan 
has  organized  a  widely  publicized 
"boat  patrol”  to  drive  Vietnamese 
immigrant  fishermen  from  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico. 

•The  cross-fertilization  of  Klan 
and  neo-Nazi  groups  has  made  anti- 
Semitism  increasingly  significant  in 
1980s  hate  violence.  As  a  sign  of 
that,  an  entire  family  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  was  murdered  two  years  ago 
because  the  perpetrator  thought 
they  were  “Jewish  communists.” 
They  were  neither. 

•  "Attacks  on  ‘gay’  and  lesbian 
people  have  become  part  of  the 
stock  propaganda  of  the  white  su¬ 
premacist  movement.”  There  is  evi¬ 
dence,  the  report  said,  that  the  AIDS 
crisis  has  resulted  in  an  increase  in 
violence  against  homosexuals. 

Release  of  the  study  was  timed  to 
coincide  with  celebrations  of  the 
late  Martin  Luther  King’s  birthday. 


Game  helps 
church  hook 
more  people 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas— A  36-year-old 
United  Methodist  layman  has  refined  the 
old  schoolyard  game  of  three-on-a-team 
basketball  into  a  contest  observers  de¬ 
scribe  as  "perfect”  for  many  church 
leagues. 

The  “Methodist”  basketball  can  be 
used  to  bring  more  people  into  the  life  of 
a  congregation,  said  David  Lamb. 

By  modifying  professional  rules,  Mr. 
Lamb  has  developed  a  spirited  game  that 
can  be  easily  played  on  makeshift  courts 
like  the  fellowship  hall  at  Westcliff  United 
Methodist  Church  where  six  church  teams 
do  battle  every  Sunday  night. 

“It’s  a  little  loose,”  said  Sonny  Walden, 
Westcliff  UMC  choir  director,  of  the 
game,  “but  it’s  a  load  of  fun.” 

Mr.  Lamb  said  he  believes  his  “Meth¬ 
odist”  basketball  is  ideal  for  churches 
that  don’t  have  a  regular-sized  gymnasi¬ 
um  and  for  players  who  can  no  longer 
keep  pace  with  the  traditional  game. 

That  describes  a  lot  of  church  facili¬ 
ties  and  players,  he  said. 

He  has  offered  to  explain  the  game  to 
people  interested  in  setting  up  a  similar 
league  using  his  model  and  rules. 

Sports  benefit  congregations 

A  sports  program  can  benefit  the 
church’s  total  work  as  well  as  provide  a 
social  and  sports  outlet  for  its  members, 
he  said. 

Mr.  Lamb  said  a  Southern  Baptist 
friend  has  cited  a  doctoral  thesis  on 
church  recreation  that  suggests  a  direct 
correlation  between  church  athletic  pro¬ 
grams  and  the  amount  of  money  church 
members  contribute  to  the  ongoing  work 
of  the  church. 

And  Baptists  use  sports  to  recruit  new 
members  to  their  faith,  Mr.  Lamb  point¬ 
ed  out. 

While  he  said  he  has  never  attempted 
to  use  his  basketball  league  as  an  overt 
evangelism  outreach  for  Westcliff  UMC, 
Mr.  Lamb  thinks  a  good  athletic  pro¬ 
gram  can  help  to  build  participation  in 
the  life  of  the  church. 

"Many  United  Methodist  churches  try 
to  field  a  team  and  play  in  a  city  league 
and  just  get  annihilated,”  Mr.  Lamb  said. 
“So  they  get  discouraged  and  drop  out.” 

That  serves  to  deprive  a  number  of 
young  adults  of  good  fellowship,  he  said. 

One  reason  church  teams  are  unsuc¬ 
cessful  in  city  leagues  is  the  ordinary 
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FORT  WORTH,  Texas— Members  of  the  “Razorbacks,”  a  United  Methodist  team  playing  a  modified  version  of 
basketball,  begin  to  work  the  ball  down  the  court.  David  Lamb  (reaching  out  at  left)  developed  the  special  “Method¬ 
ist”  basketball  as  a  tool  to  bring  more  people  into  the  life  of  a  church.  The  game  requires  just  three  players  on  a 
team  and  is  designed  for  facilities  that  are  not  regulation-sized. 


five-member  offenses  are  difficult  to 
master  for  players  who  get  together  only 
occasionally,  he  said. 

Players  can  score 

However,  that’s  not  true  of  his  version 
of  the  game.  His  three-player  teams  reg¬ 
ularly  score  80  to  100  points  per  game. 

On  one  recent  Sunday  night,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  the  Westcliff  Ponies  rolled  to  a  104- 
76  win  over  one  Overton  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  team,  and  Mr.  Lamb 
himself  scored  frequently  in  his  team’s 
102-82  win  over  a  second  Overton  Park 
UMC  squad. 

When  he  came  to  Westcliff  UMC  as  a 
member  three  years  ago,  the  church 
didn’t  even  have  a  sports  program. 

“They  had  strictly  nothing  going  on  in 
the  way  of  sports,”  he  said.  “I  decided  I 
wanted  to  get  something  started.” 

The  obstacles  facing  him  then  were  con¬ 
siderable.  “We  had  no  money  and  no  pro¬ 
gram,”  he  said.  “All  we  had  was  a  70-foot 


long  fellowship  hall— not  even  the  right 
length— that  had  two  basketball  goals.” 

He  said  he  was  determined,  however, 
that  members  of  Westcliff  UMC  have  an 
opportunity  to  enjoy  the  fellowship  of 
sports.  He  wanted  to  help  fashion  a 
church  identity  in  the  sports  community, 
and  he  wanted  to  see  the  church  facili¬ 
ties  used  by  the  widest  possible  public. 

“Nothing  goes  on  many  evenings  at  a 
lot  of  churches,”  he  said.  “For  example, 
most  United  Methodists  don’t  go  to 
church  on  Sunday  night  anymore.” 

UM  identity  stressed 

The  Westcliff  League  also  draws  in 
students  from  UM-related  Texas  Wesley¬ 
an  College,  who  earn  both  experience 
and  pay  as  officials.  The  referees— all 
members  of  the  Texas  Wesleyan  wom¬ 
en’s  basketball  team— help  keep  sports¬ 
manlike  conduct  at  a  high  level,  too,  said 
Mr.  Lamb.  To  pay  officials,  each  team  is 
assessed  $90  for  dues. 


Mr.  Lamb  stresses  the  importance  for 
United  Methodists  to  identify  with  other 
UM-related  sports  teams. 

One  Westcliff  UMC  team  uses  the 
name  “Ponies”— shades  of  Southern 
Methodist  University  in  nearby  Dallas— 
and  wears  the  “Methodist”  colors  of 
scarlet  and  blue. 

He  also  emphasizes  his  program’s 
cost-effectiveness,  pointing  out  that  it 
doesn’t  cost  the  church  because  he  sched¬ 
ules  his  activities  to  coincide  with  pro¬ 
grams  already  going  on  in  the  building. 

The  fun  and  level  of  competition  are 
among  the  most  attractive  aspects  of  the 
program,  he  added.  They  have  kept  the 
players  interested.  Of  the  six  teams  in 
the  league,  four  were  charter  members 
three  years  ago. 

Four  churches  take  part,  including 
Westcliff  UMC.  Overton  Park  UMC,  and 
two  non-United  Methodist  churches— 
Travis  Avenue  Baptist  and  Christ  the 
King  Episcopal. 


UM  education  panel 
to  investigate  sexism 
at  Boston  University 
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From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— Allegations  of  sex¬ 
ism  and  racism  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  have  prompted  a  for¬ 
mal  inquiry  by  United  Methodism’s  edu¬ 
cational  review  agency. 

Members  of  the  University  Senate,  a 
group  charged  with  evaluating  schools, 
colleges  and  universities  related  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  voted  Jan.  7-8 
to  send  a  fact-finding  team  to  Boston. 

On-site  visits  by  the  team  are  to  be  ini¬ 
tiated  “at  the  invitation  of  and  in  consul¬ 
tation  with”  Dr.  John  R.  Silber,  president 
of  Boston  University,  said  Dr.  Roy  B. 
Shilling  Jr.,  senate  president. 

Senate  sets  standards 

The  25-member  University  Senate  sets 
standards  for  affiliation  with  the  denom¬ 
ination  but  is  not  an  academic  accredit¬ 
ing  agency.  Senate  members  are  all 
professional  educators. 

Senate  approval  is  required  before  an 
institution  can  receive  money  from  deno¬ 
minationwide  agencies. 

The  University  Senate  assesses  schools 
based  on  four  broad  categories:  financial 
health  and  administrative  effectiveness, 
academic  program  quality,  church  relat¬ 
edness,  and  institutional  integrity. 

“We’re  taking  this  initiative  [at  Boston 
University]  based  on  a  recommendation 
from  the  Senate’s  Commission  on  Theo¬ 
logical  Review,”  said  Dr.  Shilling,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southwestern  University, 
Georgetown,  Texas. 

Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
is  one  of  13  theological  schools  supported 
by  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

“While  our  investigation  is  not  based 
on  any  specific  case  at  Boston  [Universi¬ 
ty],”  Dr.  Shilling  said,  “it  was  precipitat¬ 
ed  by  the  fact  that  certain  individuals 
and  groups  have  raised  concerns.” 

Woman  fired  from  faculty 

In  1986  the  contract  of  Dr.  Elizabeth 
Bettenhausen,  a  prominent  feminist 
theologian,  was  not  renewed  by  the  theo¬ 
logical  school. 

While  the  dean  of  the  school  cited  “in¬ 
adequate  scholarship,”  Dr.  Bettenhausen 
said  administrators  would  not  elaborate 
and  that  her  reputation  as  an  outspoken 
liberation  theologian  was  critical  in  the 


decision  to  discontinue  her  contract. 

Dr.  Bettenhausen  asked  both  the  Sen¬ 
ate  and  the  church’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  to 
investigate  the  school.  She  claimed  that 
her  dismissal  indicated  a  pattern  of  rac¬ 
ism  and  sexism. 

Since  1974  Boston  University  has  been 
the  scene  of  several  other  disputes  be¬ 
tween  faculty  and  administrators. 

In  late  1987  a  federal  court  upheld  a  rul¬ 
ing  denying  Boston  University’s  faculty 
the  right  to  collective  bargaining  because 
professors  are  “managerial  employees” 
with  authority  in  policy  matters  such  as 
curriculum,  grading,  teaching  methods, 
student  discipline  and  course  schedule. 

The  ruling  rejected  a  claim  by  the  facul¬ 
ty  that  it  had  less  power  and  voice  in  ad¬ 
ministrative  matters  than  at  other  schools. 

Faculty  members  have  tried  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  establish  a  union  since  1974. 

The  Senate  has  invited  people  with  in¬ 
formation  pertinent  to  the  Boston  case  to 
forward  it  to  the  Senate. 

Morristown  College  discussed 

In  other  business,  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  discussed— but  took  no  action— on 
Morristown  College,  a  predominantly 
black,  two-year  school  in  eastern  Ten¬ 
nessee  that  was  dropped  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  the  list  of  United  Methodist- 
related  schools. 

The  elimination  and  reinstatement  fol¬ 
lowed  two  years  of  financial  uncertainty, 
problems  with  accreditation  and,  finally, 
intervention  by  the  denomination’s  "su¬ 
preme  court.” 

Under  a  ruling  by  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Judicial  Council  in  late  October,  Mor¬ 
ristown  was  given  90  days— until  the  end 
of  January— to  effect  an  appeal  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  United  Methodist  family. 

In  December  1987,  Morristown  lost  its 
academic  accreditation  through  the  South¬ 
ern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Bowyer,  the  school’s 
trustee  chairman,  said  Morristown  plans 
to  appeal  that  ruling  in  light  of  a  stron¬ 
ger  financial  picture  and  better  enroll¬ 
ment  than  when  the  school's  last  report 
to  the  association  was  presented. 

If  Morristown  decides  to  appeal  to  the 
Senate,  a  site  review  team  would  visit 
the  school  and  report  to  the  Senate,  Dr 
Shilling  said. 


Oral  Roberts  to  pull 
show  from  71  stations 


From  Religious  News  Service 

TULSA,  Okla  — The  Oral  Roberts  Evan¬ 
gelistic  Association  is  cutting  back  on  its 
national  television  broadcasts  because  of 
rising  costs  and  decisions  by  some  stations 
to  drop  religious  programming. 

But  Richard  Roberts,  president  of  the 
association  and  son  of  the  founder,  said 
the  ministry  is  negotiating  with  cable 
markets  to  purchase  or  increase  pro¬ 
gramming  time. 

“We’ve  cut  back  some,  but  in  reality 
our  goal  is  a  reapportioning  of  our  air¬ 
time  purchasing  throughout  America,” 
he  said. 

As  of  Dec.  31,  said  Jan  Dargatz,  a 
spokeswoman  for  the  ministry.  Oral 
Roberts’  "Expect  a  Miracle”  program 
had  been  pulled  from  71  broadcast  sta¬ 
tions  but  continued  to  be  aired  on  more 
than  150.  “Richard  Roberts  Live”  was 
taken  off  54  stations  and  remained  on  60. 

Ms.  Dargatz  said  both  Roberts  TV  pro¬ 
grams  were  available  on  local  television 
stations  and  on  cable  in  some  areas.  She 
said  the  ministry  “wanted  to  reduce  as 
many  double  buys  as  possible." 

She  said  the  costs  of  buying  time  for 
Oral  Roberts’  half-hour  Sunday  program 
and  Richard  Roberts’  one-hour  program 
five  days  a  week  amounted  to  about  half 
of  the  ministry’s  annual  budget  of  more 
than  $30  million. 

Oral  Roberts,  a  United  Methodist  local 
elder  who  will  turn  70  Jan.  24,  stirred 
controversy  a  year  ago  when  he  told  fol¬ 
lowers  that  God  might  “call  me  home”  if 
he  had  not  raised  $8  million  for  medical 
scholarships  at  his  university  by  the  end 
of  March. 

Negative  reactions  from  that  episode 
and  fallout  from  the  PTL  scandal  affect¬ 
ed  Mr.  Roberts  and  other  TV  evangelists. 

The  Arbitron  national  television  rating 
service  reported  that  Mr.  Roberts’  week- 


Leadership 


"We  now  have  our  $2 ,000 ,000 ,  not  in  ten  to  Jifteen 
years,  but  in  the  three  years  of  our  campaign.  All  of  this  is 
due  entirely  to  the  leadership  of  Cargill  Associates.  We 
heartily  recommend  them!' 

C.  Dean  Milford.  Senior  Minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Carrollton.  Georgia 

Raised  5  times  annual  income  in  commitments. 

For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  "How  Methodist 
Churches  Arc  Raising  More  Money."  contact  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates;  4701  Altamcsa  Boulevard.  Box  330339.  Fort 
Worth.  Iexas  76163-0339.  Call  loll  free:  1-800-433-2233. 
In  Iexas.  call  collect:  (817)  292-9374. 
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UM  evangelists  won’t  affirm  6 gay’  lifestyle 


From  Staff  Reports  and  News  Services 

CHICAGO— Executive  committee 
members  of  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Evangelists  said  Jan.  4 
that  homosexuality  cannot  be  affirmed 
by  the  church. 

The  group  also  endorsed  centrality  of 
Scripture  to  the  Christian  faith  and  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  traditional  "Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Spirit”  language  when  refer¬ 
ring  to  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Positions  on  homosexuality,  revised 
language  for  the  Trinity  and  a  new  theol¬ 
ogy  statement  that  stresses  the  primacy 
of  Scripture  are  to  be  addressed  by  the 
General  Conference,  the  denomination’s 
top  legislative  assembly,  this  spring  in 
St.  Louis. 

The  Rev.  Earl  S.  Tyson,  the  associa¬ 
tion  president,  said  the  positions  were 
adopted  by  the  45-member  executive 
committee  at  a  meeting  just  before  the 
biennial  UM  Congress  on  Evangelism. 

Among  its  stated  purposes,  the  200- 
member  association  seeks  to  “further 
worldwide  evangelism  by  exploring  new 


ways  to  present  Christ”  and  to  "expand 
the  vision  and  work  of  United  Methodist 
evangelists." 

Response  to  homosexuals  is  “to  be  one 
of  acceptance  as  one  for  whom  Christ 
died,  as  for  all  men,”  said  Mr.  Tyson. 

However,  the  group’s  statement  as¬ 
serts,  "Homosexuality  is  not  a  God-given 
identity  according  to  the  Holy  Scriptures 
and  the  tradition  of  the  community  of 
faith  and  therefore  cannot  be  affirmed 
by  the  church. 

“We  call  them  [homosexual  people] 
therefore  to  bring  their  lives  into  confor¬ 
mity  with  the  word  of  God  and  His  re¬ 
vealed  will  for  man  in  Jesus.” 

According  to  the  evangelists,  the  basic 
foundation  for  the  church  as  it  speaks  to 
the  world  must  continue  to  be  “the  Holy 
Scriptures  with  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
who  is  our  guide  and  teacher.” 

"The  Trinitarian  language  of  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit,’’  the  statement  said, 
“is  not  to  be  discarded  as  passe  language 
of  the  Dark  Ages. 

“These  words  and  precepts,  given  by 


our  Lord  and  the  early  church  stand 
strong  and  true  today  to  redeemed  chil¬ 
dren  of  God.  We  affirm  and  rejoice  in 
these  words.” 

The  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  is  proposing  that  the 
church  law  revise  a  paragraph  dealing 
witlUhe  reception  of  members. 

When  people  unite  with  a  local  United 
Methodist  congregation  now,  they  pro¬ 
fess  their  faith  in  "God,  the  Father  Al¬ 
mighty,  maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and 
in  Jesus  Christ  his  only  Son,  and  in  the 
Holy  Spirit.” 

The  commission  would  delete  “the  Fa¬ 
ther  Almighty,  maker  of  heaven  anH 
earth"  and  substitute  "our  creator.”  Fol¬ 
lowing  Jesus  Christ,  commission  mem¬ 
bers  want  to  delete  “his  only  Son”  and 
add  “our  Savior.”  Following  “Holy  Spir¬ 
it,”  they  would  add  “our  Guide  and 
Guard.” 

Some  church  leaders  have  expressed 
objection  to  the  reported  use  of  other 
than  traditional  language  in  annual  con¬ 
ference  services  of  ordination. 


Oral  Roberts 
Still  teen  on  150  nation* 

ly  program,  "Expect  a  Miracle,”  lost 
more  than  150,000  viewers  in  the  past 
year.  The  amount  of  giving  from  viewers 
reportedly  dropped  40  percent  through 
the  summer  of  1987. 

Ms.  Dargatz  said  contributions  im¬ 
proved  in  November  and  December,  but 
giving  continues  to  be  lower  than  it  was 
a  year  ago. 

Richard  Roberts  said  that  when  minis¬ 
try  officials  began  contacting  stations 
about  ending  the  programs,  some  offered 
to  “make  special  arrangements”  for  them. 

"But  we  don’t  feel  that  it’s  the  Christian 
thing  to  do  to  ask  a  station  to  carry  us,”  he 
said.  “We  don’t  think  it  is  right  for  us  to 
use  services  without  paying  for  them." 


COMPARISON 
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Recruiting  disciples  helps  church  burst  at  seams 


JANUARY  22,  1988 


ELGIN,  Ill.  Members  of  El  Mesias  United  Methodist  Church  spill  out  of  their  sanctuary  following  a  Sunday 
morning  worship  service.  The  Hispanic  congregation,  which  averages  109  worshipers  per  week,  has  grown  steadily 
during  the  past  three  years.  Numerical  growth  resulting  from  a  vigorous  program  of  “disciple  recruitment”  and 
strong  lay  leadership  has  forced  the  church  to  look  for  new  facilities  for  its  expanding  ministry. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ELGIN,  Ill.— Donna  Garcia  uses  few 
words  to  tell  why  El  Mesias  United 
Methodist  Church  has  outgrown  its  wor¬ 
ship  and  meeting  facilities  in  this  mid¬ 
dle-class  suburb  west  of  Chicago. 

“We  don’t  recruit  members,”  the  ener¬ 
getic  39-year-old  homemaker  and  moth¬ 
er  of  four  said.  “We  recruit  disciples." 

She  should  know.  Mrs.  Garcia  and  her 
husband,  Jaime,  a  39-year-old  counselor 
at  a  nearby  high  school,  have  designed  a 
rigorous  discipleship  training  program 
that  spiritually  fuels  the  81 -member  con¬ 
gregation  (see  related  story). 

The  result:  By  promoting  spiritual 
rather  than  numerical  growth,  El  Mesias 
(“The  Messiah")  UMC  is  bursting  at  its 
brick-and-mortar  seams. 

After  seven  years  as  a  chartered  UM 
church,  the  congregation  is  seeking  larg¬ 
er  facilities  for  its  ministry  among  area 
Hispanics. 

With  109  in  worship  each  Sunday  and 
55  in  church  school— numbers  that  have 
grown  steadily  during  the  past  three 
years— quarters  are  increasingly 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ELGIN,  Ill.— The  discipleship  training 
model  developed  at  El  Mesias  United 
Methodist  Church  evolved  four  years  ago 
from  a  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
program,  according  to  church  member 
Donna  Garcia  (see  related  story). 

The  program— The  John  Wesley  Great 
Experiment  (“Wanted:  Ten  Brave  Chris¬ 
tians”)— is  designed  to  last  for  one 
month,  according  to  the  discipleship 
board’s  literature. 

During  that  time,  participants  agree 
to  (1)  meet  once  a  week  to  pray  together, 
(2)  give  two  hours  each  week  to  God,  (3) 
tithe  their  earnings,  (4)  spend  from  5:30 
to  6  each  morning  in  prayer  and  medita¬ 
tion  and  (5)  witness  about  their  experi¬ 
ence  to  others. 

“The  results  [of  using  the  program] 
were  so  overwhelming,"  Mrs.  Garcia 
said,  “that  each  person  who  participated 
began  looking  for  ways  to  even  further 
consecrate  their  lives  to  the  Lord.” 

The  next  step  was  to  train  people  to  be 
spiritual  leaders  in  the  congregation, 
Mrs.  Garcia  said.  During  her  vacation, 
she  said  she  “read  everything  I  could  on 


cramped,  said  the  Rev.  Angel  A.  Betan¬ 
court,  the  pastor. 


Ministry  desperately  needed 

The  40-year-old  minister  from  Puerto 
Rico,  who  was  appointed  to  El  Mesias  in 
1984,  points  out  why  that  shouldn’t  be  too 
surprising— and  why  the  church’s  minis¬ 
try  is  desperately  needed.  He  estimates 
that  20,000  of  Elgin’s  population  of  64,000 
are  Hispanic. 

Most,  he  said,  are  "unchurched  Catho¬ 
lics”  who  established  no  church  affili¬ 
ation  after  moving  to  Elgin  from  the  U.S. 
Southwest  and  Central  America. 

Of  the  city’s  six  predominantly  His¬ 
panic  churches,  El  Mesias  is  the  only  one 
that’s  United  Methodist,  and  it’s  the  fast¬ 
est  growing,  Mr.  Betancourt  said. 

Mrs.  Garcia,  whose  husband  began  in 


the  subject." 

“A  handful  of  people  were  chosen,"  she 
explained,  "but  other  people  began  to  hear 
of  the  group  and  asked  to  be  included  in 
future  groups.” 

Participants  in  the  El  Mesias  training 
groups  commit  themselves  to  six  months 
of  weekly  meetings  with  no  absences,  to 
keeping  a  notebook  and  to  establishing 
their  own  personal  ministry  at  the  end  of 
the  period. 

Themes  emphasized  during  the  training 
period  include  God’s  love,  modeling  the 
Christian  life  to  others,  personal  lifestyle, 
sources  of  spiritual  strength,  God’s  plan 
for  personal  ministry  and  Christian  unity. 

Five  groups  have  been  conducted  since 
the  first  one,  including  one  at  a  local  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  church,  Mrs.  Garcia  said. 
She  and  her  husband,  Jaime,  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  model  can  be  used  in  any 
congregational  setting  and  among  people 
of  all  cultures. 

“People  know  they  shouldn’t  be  sit¬ 
ting,”  Mrs.  Garcia  said.  To  be  Christian 
disciples,  she  added,  “they  know  they’ve 
got  to  move!" 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


1970  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  what  even¬ 
tually  became  El  Mesias  church,  thinks 
United  Methodism’s  Wesleyan  meeting- 
people-where-they-are  heritage  is  an  obvi¬ 
ous  factor  in  the  congregation’s  success. 

“People  became  committed  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  because  that 
was  the  church  that  met  them  in  their 
homes,”  Mrs.  Garcia  said. 

In  the  church’s  early  days,  worship 
and  prayer  services  were  held  in  peo¬ 
ple’s  homes,  she  explained.  That  was  less 
threatening  to  recent  immigrants  than 
going  to  a  public  meeting. 

Even  so,  "disciple-recruiting"  and  the 
resulting  membership  growth  didn’t  hap¬ 
pen  quickly  or  easily. 

It  took  a  combination  of  Mr.  Garcia’s 
persistence  as  the  church’s  organizing  lay¬ 
person,  the  Northern  Illinois  Annual 
Conference's  commitment  to  nurturing 
Hispanic  and  other  ethnic-minority  con¬ 
gregations,  and  aid  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  missional  priority— Developing  and 
Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority  Local 
Church  for  Witness  and  Mission— to  en¬ 
sure  El  Mesias’  survival,  Mr.  Betancourt 
said. 

A  grant  from  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  1980  to  help  purchase 
its  building  at  the  edge  of  downtown  Elgin 
and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Betancourt  as  a  full¬ 
time  pastor  in  1984  stabilized  the  congre¬ 
gation,  Mr.  Garcia  said. 

Tithing  emphasis  pays  off 

El  Mesias  is  not  yet  financially  self- 
sufficient,  Mr.  Garcia  said.  Since  being 
chartered,  however,  it  has  always  paid 
100  percent  of  its  apportionments  for  de¬ 
nominational  and  conference  programs. 

What’s  more,  he  added,  an  emphasis 
on  tithing  has  raised  the  average  pledge 
to  nearly  $1,000  per  giving  unit  in  a  con¬ 
gregation  whose  working-class  members 
average  only  $12,000  to  $14,000  per 
household. 

And,  he  proudly  noted,  "Our  people 
pledged  proportionately  one  of  the  high¬ 
est  commitments  to  the  conference's 
capital  funds  drive.” 

To  an  outsider,  the  Garcias’  crucial 
role  as  pioneer  members  urging  El  Me¬ 
sias  to  attain  such  heights  could  over¬ 
shadow  the  contributions  of  others. 

According  to  Mr.  Garcia,  however, 
“One  of  the  most  encouraging  develop¬ 
ments  over  the  years  has  been  to  see  oth¬ 
er  people  come  in  and  take  part  in  the 
leadership  process.” 

His  pastor  agreed.  “Seeing  people  with 
low  levels  of  education  become  leaders 
and  mature  in  the  Christian  life  has  been 
an  exciting  thing,”  Mr.  Betancourt  said. 


Church  member  Jose  Pina  is  one  exam¬ 
ple.  Just  as  Mr.  Garcia  struck  out  from 
Broadway  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Rockford,  Ill.,  some  18  years  ago  to  start  El 
Mesias,  Mr.  Pina  was  "appointed”  in  July 
by  El  Mesias  to  start  a  mission  church  in 
the  nearby  community  of  Palatine. 

The  first  written  report  on  Mr.  Pina’s 
efforts  suggests  that  a  new  chapter  may 
need  to  be  added  to  El  Mesias’  success 
story  in  the  not-too-distant  future. 

"Mr.  Pina  made  30  personal  contacts 
with  Hispanic  families  telling  them 


about  the  new  mission.  . . .  The  outcome. 
Mr.  Pina  will  initiate  a  discipleship 
group  with  a  Gayitan  family  in  Bon  Hill 
and  another  in  Rolling  Meadow  with  a 
Nicaraguan  family,”  the  report  stated. 

Mr.  Garcia  offered  a  simple  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  effectiveness  of  such  a  basic 
lay-led,  people-to-people,  disciple-re¬ 
cruiting  approach: 

"We  try  to  teach  and  preach  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  can  work  in  our 
lives.  People  come,  see  this  and  see  that 
lives  do  change  Then  they  naturally  go  out 


and  bring  in  their  friends  and  neighbors. 

“Our  model  is:  People  bring  the  peo¬ 
ple,  not  the  pastor  brings  the  people.” 

" The  Church  Aflame”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
providing  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Nominations  of  congrega¬ 
tions  that  deserve  to  be  featured  should 
be  sent  to  " The  Church  Aflame,"  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas .  Texas  75266-0275. 


Disciple  training  program 
helps  members  reorder  lives 


the  church  today 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

ARECIBO,  Puerto  Rico— A  vacant  three-bedroom  house  occupies  the  lot 
on  which  Barrio  Obrero  United  Methodist  Church  plans  to  construct  a  new 
church  building.  The  house  is  to  be  renovated  and  incorporated  into  the 
church  facilities  at  the  site. 

Puerto  Rican  congregation 
seeks  aid  to  build  for  future 


Asian  Christian  Conference 
officials  leave  Singapore 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Officials  of  the 
Christian  Conference  of  Asia  left  Singa¬ 
pore  last  week,  church  officials  in  New 
York  report. 

A  request  that  top  officers  be  allowed 
to  remain  until  Feb.  10  to  wind  up  affairs 
was  denied.  All  expatriate  staff  mem¬ 
bers  were  ordered  to  leave  the  country 
by  Jan.  11  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15). 

Singapore  officials  shut  down  the  con¬ 
ference  office  Dec.  30  and  charged  the 
organization  with  breaking  a  1974  agree¬ 
ment  to  refrain  from  indulging  in  politi¬ 
cal  affairs  or  allowing  its  funds  to  be 
used  for  political  purposes. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  makes  a  $15,000 
yearly  contribution  to  the  conference 
through  ecumenical  channels,  and  funds 


special  projects  with  women,  youth  and 
the  urban  and  rural  poor. 

California  UMs  plan 
for  ‘Soup-er  Bowl  Sunday* 

SAN  DIEGO— While  many  Americans 
will  be  thinking  of  Jan.  31  as  “Super 
Bowl  Sunday,”  United  Methodists  in  one 
district  of  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  are  talking  about  a  different 
event— a  “Soup-er  Bowl  Sunday.” 

Members  of  congregations  in  the  San 
Diego  District  are  being  asked  to  bring 
canned  soup  or  non-perishable  ingredi¬ 
ents  to  be  used  in  making  soup  to  church 
on  the  day  of  the  National  Football 
League  championship  game.  Then  each 
local  church  is  being  asked  to  deliver 
those  donated  items  to  one  of  several  sug¬ 
gested  assistance  agencies  in  the  area. 

District  leaders  are  asking  each  con¬ 


gregation  to  get  a  committee  going  to 
promote  the  event  and  report  back  on 
the  response. 

Church  members  to  continue 
asking  blessings  on  crops 

HASTINGS,  Fla. — Members  of  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  plan  to  carry 
on  the  work  of  a  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  who  began  last  year  asking  God’s 
help  and  blessing  upon  crops  in  north¬ 
eastern  Florida  (see  UMR,  Feb.  20). 

Church  members  are  to  observe  their 
second  “Rogation  Sunday”  Jan.  24  as  a 
memorial  to  the  late  Rev.  T.  Newton 
Wise,  said  Mrs.  Ethel  Gray,  a  longtime 
lay  leader  at  Christ  UMC. 

Mr.  Wise,  who  died  Nov.  11  of  a  heart 
attack  at  age  71,  revived  the  long-ne¬ 
glected  celebration  for  Protestants  in 
1987  after  centuries  of  disuse. 


He  successfully  petitioned  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference  to  urge  churches  to 
observe  the  crop-related  religious  ser¬ 
vice.  The  1988  General  Conference  also 
is  to  be  asked  to  endorse  the  observance 
denominationwide,  said  Mrs.  Gray,  a 
General  Conference  delegate  herself. 

Rogation  Sunday  is  a  planting  celebra¬ 
tion  dating  to  the  fifth  century.  “Roga¬ 
tion”  is  Latin  for  “beseech.”  European 
farmers  asked  for  God’s  help  after  crops 
had  been  devastated  by  freezing  weather 
or  an  earthquake. 

New  editor  named 
for  ‘Interpreter’ 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— Laura 
Okumu  has  been  named  editor  of  “The 
Interpreter,”  official  program  journal  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ms.  Okumu,  a  magazine  staff  member 
of  the  magazine  for  five  years,  succeeds 
Darrell  R.  Shamblin,  editor  for  more 
than  30  years.  He  has  been  promoted  to 
associate  publisher. 

In  his  newly  created  post,  Mr.  Shamb¬ 
lin  is  to  oversee  “The  Interpreter”;  “El 
Interprete,”  the  Spanish-language  pro¬ 
gram  journal;  and  a  proposed  Korean- 
language  program  journal.  His 
responsibilities  are  to  include  long-range 
planning,  editorial  consultation,  research 
and  circulation  promotion. 

“The  Interpreter,"  published  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications,  has  a  cir¬ 
culation  of  300,000,  including  primary 
officers  in  each  of  the  denomination’s 
37,750  local  congregations. 

Mission  board  employees  reject 
United  Auto  Workers  as  agent 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Non-executive 
employees  of  the  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  have 
again  rejected  District  65  of  the  United 
Auto  Workers  as  their  collective  bar¬ 
gaining  agent. 

The  unofficial  tally  in  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  balloting  Jan.  13  was  91- 
69  against.  Some  184  employees  were  eli¬ 
gible  to  vote. 

The  union  has  five  days  to  object  to  the 
representation  election. 

The  union  became  the  mission  board 
workers’  bargaining  agent  in  December 
1982  by  a  133-88  vote,  but  in  December 
1986  employees  voted  94-91  to  “decerti¬ 
fy”  that  status  of  the  union. 

Congregation  opens  dental  clinic 
for  people  with  AIDS 

HOUSTON— Bering  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  recently  opened  Hous¬ 
ton’s  only  dental  clinic  for  people  with 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome. 

The  clinic  is  part  of  the  church’s  Cen¬ 
ter  of  Counseling  and  Spiritual  Growth, 
which  assists  AIDS  patients.  The  clinic  is 
staffed  by  volunteers  from  the  Houston 
District  Dental  Society. 

Dr.  Annette  Jones,  the  director  of  the 
program,  explained  that  the  church’s 
ministry  to  people  affected  by  AIDS  in¬ 
cludes  support  groups,  respite  care, 
meals,  day  care,  will  writing,  funeral 
planning  and  spiritual  counseling. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  article  is  the 
third  in  a  series  on  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church— a  40-year-old 
United  Methodist  program  to  expand 
mission  awareness  and  outreach 
through  designated  giving. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

ARECIBO,  Puerto  Rico— The  Barrio 
Obrero  United  Methodist  Church  has  out¬ 
grown  its  facilities— again. 

The  congregation  began  in  1950  with 
only  10  to  15  attending  worship  services. 
Attendance  on  Sunday  morning  now  av¬ 
erages  more  than  150  in  a  second-floor 
sanctuary  designed  to  accommodate  75. 

That  second-floor  sanctuary  was  built 
a  few  years  ago  over  the  original  one- 
story  church  that  was  remodeled  to  ac¬ 
commodate  50  people  for  worship.  The 
upper-level  sanctuary  was  a  "provision¬ 
al”  answer  to  the  need  for  more  space. 

The  lower  floor  now  provides  space 
for  five  of  the  church's  nine  Sunday- 
school  classes. 

A  small  house  across  the  street  adds 
additional  classroom  space,  a  kitchen 
and  a  rest  room. 

But  there  is  no  room  for  a  nursery  or 
for  special  community  meetings,  no 
place  for  social  and  recreational  activi¬ 
ties,  no  space  for  a  pastor’s  study. 

And  the  site  offers  no  room  for  further 
expansion. 

The  Rev.  Cecilio  Rivera,  pastor  of  the 
church,  said  the  congregation  sees  a  crit¬ 
ical  need  not  only  to  preach  the  Gospel 
but  to  offer  a  complete  ministry  to  the 
surrounding  economically  deprived, 
working-class  community  on  the  north¬ 
eastern  seacoast  of  Puerto  Rico. 

To  do  that,  Mr.  Rivera  said,  the  church 
needs  room  for  special  community  meet¬ 
ings,  wedding  receptions,  musical  con¬ 
certs,  recreational  activities,  child-care 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


AD1/NCE  No  gift  too  smalt 


services  and  other  programs. 

The  congregation  has  developed  plans 
for  a  facility  that  would  provide  the 
needed  room  on  a  two-acre  lot  some 
blocks  away  from  the  present  facility. 

But  the  Barrio  Obrero  church  needs 
help  to  build  for  the  future.  It  is  asking 
for  $150,000  through  the  Partners  in  Con¬ 
gregational  Development  program— run 
by  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

United  Methodists  in  the  continental 
United  States  can  become  mission  part¬ 
ners  of  this  Puerto  Rican  congregation 
by  designating  gifts  for  Barrio  Obrero 
United  Methodist  Church,  Advance  No. 
352041-3. 

"Partner"  gifts  should  be  sent  either 
through  the  annual  conference  treasurer 
or  directly  to  The  Advance,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  River¬ 
side  Drive,  Room  1439,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10115. 


CLASSIFIED 


COMBINED  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries  and  Children's  Choir  Director  at 
655-member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Gladewater.  Texas  Degree  in  Christian  Education, 
Religion  or  related  field  preferred  Parsonage  pro¬ 
vided  Please  send  resume  to;  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P  O  Box  1167.  Gladewater.  Texas  75647 


$495.00 


Special 
Low  Price 


UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM 
MEMBERSHIP  MODULE  with  WORD  PROCESSOR 


For  a  LIMITED  TIME  THE  UMIS/PIus 
Memebership  Module  is  available  with  The 
Leading  Edge  Word  Processor  for  only  $495 
(until  February  29,  1988).  This  is  the  same 
powerful  membership  module  included  as 
pan  of  the  complete  UMIS/PLus  System. 

With  UMIS,  your  system  can  grow  with 
your  church.  Additional  capabilities  may  be 
added  at  any  time.  You  can  purchase  the 
exact  modules  you  want,  when  you  need 
them: 

•  Attendance 

•  Contributions 

•  Accounting 

•  Accounts  Payable 

•  Minister’s  Management 

•  Music  Ministry 

•  Church  Administration 

Because  The  UMIS/PLus  system  is  fully 
integrated,  any  additional  module  builds  on 
the  existing  programs  in  use.  You  can  ex¬ 
tend  your  computer  program's  abilities  at 
any  time,  easily,  without  learning  new  in¬ 
structions  or  commands. 

The  UMIS  system  was  designed  to  enhance 
your  ability  to  minister  to  people.  The  pro¬ 
gram  can  assist  you  in  day-to-day  adminis¬ 
trative  details  or  year-end  reports.  The  sys¬ 
tem  follows  The  Book  of  Discipline  of  "Hie 
United  Methodist  Church. 


A  Perfect  Fit  for  the  Small  Church 

Some  practical  administrative  data  pro¬ 
duced  by  UMIS  are: 

•  Church  directories  and  membership  lists 
in  a  variety  of  report  formats 

•  Mailing  labels  for  the  entire  membership 
or  any  group  or  class 

•  Family  and  individual  biographical  and 
activity  information  reports 

•  Church  activities,  skills,  talents  and  inter¬ 
ests  for  every  person 

•  Year-End  (Table  I)  Report  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Minutes  for  Charge  Conference 

•  Interface  capabilities  for  data  transfer  to 
the  District  Office  using  United  Methodist 
Information  System  for  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  (UMIS/DS) 

The  UMIS/PLus  Membership  Program  in¬ 
cludes: 

•  A  powerful  new  UMIS/PIus 
QUERY  .  .  .  with  On-Line  helps  that  will 
allow  you  to  select  information  from  64 
biographical  data  fields  and  9.999  activities, 
interests  and  skills,  to  produce  a  variety  of 
labels,  directories,  family  information 
sheets,  telephone  lists  and  other  standard 
reports.  UMIS  Membership  also  has  the 
capability  of  merging  data  into  the  word 
processor  to  produce  customized  reports, 
personalized  letters,  and  birthday  and  an¬ 
niversary  lists  within  newsletters  and  bulle¬ 
tins. 


•  QUERY  Library  ...  all  queries  can  be 
saved  and  quickly  retrieved  through  our 
QUERY  Library  Menu. 

•  Activities  &  Skills  ...  a  listing  of  all 
elected  church  offices,  according  to  the 
Book  of  Discipline,  skills,  talents,  inter¬ 
ests — Capacity:  9,999  per  church,  35  per 
individual. 

•  Date- Activated  Alternative  Ad¬ 
dresses  .  .  .  each  family  and  individual 
within  the  family  can  have  an  alternative 
address.  You  simply  enter  the  date  for  the 
address  change  and  the  computer  does  the 
rest! 

•  Special  Labels  .  .  .  you  can  design  just 
the  right  wording  for  your  mailing  labels  to 
fit  the  special  requests  of  each  family. 

Demonstration  Package — NO  RISK 

UMIS/PLus  Membership  Demonstration 
System  with  Tutorial  is  available  for  you  to 
review  and  test  in  your  church  or  your  local 
computer  store.  Most  computer  stores  are 
happy  to  run  a  demonstration  package  for 
clergy,  church  secretaries,  or  computer 
committees. 

The  Demonstration  Package  is  available  for 
UMIS/PIus  at  $95.00  The  package  is  return¬ 
able  for  full  credit,  refund,  or  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  purchase  of  UMIS,  if  returned 
within  ninety  days. 


To  order  the  UMIS  membership  for  your  church,  or  obtain  additional  information,  contact: 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  •  312/299-4414 
UMIS®  A  Unit  of  the  Cokesbury  Division  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
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389  CHURCHES  PAY  OUT  100%  IN  1987 

A  Report  from  the  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 

J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive  Director  of  Financial  Affairs 


I  Special 
Recognition 

The  following  churches  have  paid  100 
percent  on  all  apportionments,  plus  pay¬ 
ments  on  General  Advance  Specials, 
Conference  Advance  Specials  and  gener¬ 
al  church  offerings. 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  - 
63.38%  of  churches 


FUMC  Alexandria 
St.  Marks  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 
Newman  UMC 
MacArthur  Drive  UMC 
Union  UMC,  Boyce 

Pleasant  Grove  UMC 
First  UM  Boyce 
Lahey  Chapel  UMC 
Sieper  UMC 
David  Haas 
Memorial  UMC 
Evergreen  UMC 
Whites  Chapel  UMC 
Marshall  UMC 
Simpson  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 
Fellowship  UMC 
Forest  Hill  UMC 
Melder  UMC 
Nolley  Memorial  UMC 
Belah  UMC 
Bayou  Chicot  UMC 
Cheneyville  UMC 
Marksville  UMC 
Oak  Grove  UMC 
Marthaville  UMC 
Beulah  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
St.  Maurice  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Williams  Chapel  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC 
FUMC  Natchitoches 
Tullos  UMC 
Palestine  UMC 
FUMC  Pineville 
Wesley  UMC 

Pollock  UMC 
Selma  UMC 
Provencal  UMC 
Weaver  UMC 
Eddy  Justiss 
Memorial  UMC 
FUMC  Winnfield 
Couley  UMC 
Sanders  Chapel  UMS 
Eden  UMC 


Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Rev.  Leon  Zordan 
Rev.  Leon  Zordan 
Rev.  Wilbur  G.  Davis 
Rev.  Richard  Gillespie 
Rev.  Herbert  E. 

Green,  Sr. 

Rev.  James  Lowe 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 

Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 
Rev.  Hurvey  Sweazie,  Jr. 
Rev.  Gary  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  Elliott 
Rev.  Gary  Elliott 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr. 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Claude  E.  Henkel 
Rev.  Stephen  Porter 
Rev.  Stephen  Porter 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Rev.  Sherman  Beird 
Rev.  Louis  Augiisline 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine 
Rev.  Loui§  Augustine 
Rev.  James  M.  Poole 
Rev.  Roy  C.  Young 
Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden 
Rev.  Jimmie-D.  Pyles 
Rev.  Joseph  A. 

Johnson,  Jr. 

Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 
Rev.  Bryant  E.  Gore 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 

Rev.  Minns  S.  Robertson 
Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 
Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 
Rev.  Michael  McLaurin 
Rev.  Paul  Carroll  Sr. 


BATON  ROUGE/ 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

—  71.43%  of  churches 

Abbeville  UMC  Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 


Pecan  Island  UMC 
Camphor  UMC 
FUMC  Baton  Rouge 
Neely  UMC 
Hartzell  UMC 
University  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
First  UM  Franklin 
McGowan  UMC 
FUMC  Donaldsonville 
Indian  Bayou  UMC 
Kaplan  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
Fitzgerald,  Verdunville 
Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette 
Davidson 
Memorial  UMC 
Lydia  UMC 
FUMC  Lafayette 
Melville  UMC 
Palmetto  UMC 
FUMC  New  Iberia 
New  Roads  UMC 
Port  Barre  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
Scott  Chapel  UMC 
Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC 

St.  Mark  UMC 
FUMC  Plaquemine 
Hurst  Chapel  UMC 
Mallalieu  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
St.  Peter  UMC 
Wiley  UMC 
Shiloh  UMC 
St.  Peter  UMC, 
Donaldsonville 
St.  James  UMC  — 

Belle  Rose 
Briggs  UMC 


Rev.  John  Ed  Dilworth 
Dr.  Moses  T.  Jackson 
Dr.  Joe  W.  McClain 
Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 
Rev.  Don  R.  Avery 
Rev.  J.  Philip  Woodland 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 
Rev.  Major  M.  Goldman 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 
Rev.  Darryl  Tate 
Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 
Rev.  Gary  F.  Van  Horn 
Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 
Rev.  Fulton  A.  Raymond 
Dr.  Ray  Branton 

Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Deich 
Rev.  Ira  M.  Robinson 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Kenneth  Chapman 
Rev.  Hugh  Baker 
Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 
Rev.  Obie  Southall 

Rev.  Cliff  Wright 
Rev.  Melvin  Hitchins 
Rev.  Dick  Scott-Welch 
Rev.  Thomas  Wesley 
Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
Rev.  Marcell  A.  Johnson 
Rev.  Leroy  Brumfield 
Rev.  Earnest  Scott 
Rev.  Earnest  Scott 
Rev.  Charles  Washington 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 
Rev.  James  F.  Haynes 


BATON  ROUGE/ 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT  - 


63.01%  of  churches 

Amite  UMC 
Independence  UMC 
FUMC  Baker 
Broad.  -  UMC 
Francis  Aodury  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 
Jordan  UMC 
LeJeune  UMC 
Istrouma  UMC 
St.  Andrews  UMC 


Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Rev.  Leon  Boggs 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 
Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser 
Rev.  William  Nolan 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
Rev.  Freddie  Henderson 
Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman 


St.  John  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 
Winbourne  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Magnolia  UMC 
Blackwater  UMC 
«Vall  Memorial  UMC 
Clear  Creek  UMC 
Center  UMC 
Darlington  UMC 
Roberts  UMC 

Days  UMC 
Faithful  UMC 
Corbin  UMC 
Gonzales  UMC 
Meadows  Chapel  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
FUMC  Hammond 
Nesom  Memorial  UMC 
Jackson  UMC 
Ethel  UMC 
Kentwood  UMC 
Mt.  Hermon  UMC 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Livingston  UMC 
Loranger  UMC 
Montpelier  UMC 
Asbury  UMC 
Mt.  Carmel  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
St.  Francisville  UMC 
Tunica  UMC 
Slaughter  UMC 
Bluff  Creek  UMC 
Tangipahoa  UMC 
Walker  UMC 


Rev.  Grayson  Watson 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Rev.  Stephen  Fleming 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Peterson 
Rev.  R.  Larry  Stafford 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  William  E.  Boyd 
Rev.  Clarrence  L. 

Hillard 

Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
Rev.  Jay  Daigle 
Rev.  Thomas  Wilson 
Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Rev.  William  M.  Jacocks 
Rev.  John  Higginbotham 
Rev.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Dr.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 
Rev.  Jack  D.  Phelps 
Rev.  Scott  Adams 
Rev.  Scott  Adams 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Percy  Mac  Frazier 
T.B.S. 

Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Joseph  E.  Moore 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Rev.  Harold  Babin 
Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 
Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo 
Rev.  William  V.  Sirmon 
Rev.  Mark  Martin 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  - 
71.19%  of  churches 


Wakefield  UMC 
Grand  Chenier  UMC 
Church  Point  UMC 
Maxie  UMC 
Ville  Platte  UMC 
FUMC  DeQuincy 

FUMC  DeRidder 
Hopewell  UMC 

Pine  Grove  UMC 

Fairview  UMC 
Sweetlake  UMC 
Gueydan  UMC 
Iota  UMC 
A.  A.  Barnard 
Mem. /Hayes  UMC 
FUMC  Jennings 
Kinder  UMC 
Oberlin  UMC 
Basile  UMC 
Lake  Arthur  UMC 
FUMC  Lake  Charles 

Oak  Park  UMC 
St.  Luke/Simpson  UMC 
University  UMC 
Warren  UMC 
FUMC  Leesville 
Holly  Grove  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Macedonia  UMC 
Squyres  UMC 
Moss  Bluff  UMC 
Oaklawn  UMC 

Prospect  UMC 
Hornbeck  UMC 
Raymond  UMC 
Branch  UMC 
Ebenezer  UMC 
Roanoke  UMC 
Maplewood  UMC 
Henning  Memorial  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Hackberrv  UMC 
Westlake  UMC 


Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Rod  Kennedy 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Ester  L.  Hammond 
Rev.  Robert  E. 

Townsend 
Rev.  Clyde  Averett 
Rev.  Heaton  B. 

Crammer 
Rev.  Heaton  B. 
Crammer 

Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Swindell  Hodges 
Rev.  Fred  B.  Moore,  Jr. 
Rev.  Lillard  Bevill 

Rev.  Mark  Benge.  Sr. 
Rev.  Richard  C.  Hebert 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 
Rev.  Chris  Blanchard 
Rev.  David  DeWitt 
Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon,  Jr. 

Rev.  T.  Edward  Boyd 
Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar 
Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
Rev.  Julius  Jefferson 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Lewis  L.  Olmsted 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Harry 
Rev.  Deyo  R.  Jodon 
Rev.  Glynn  Foreman 
Rev.  Raymond  M. 
Crofoot 

Rev.  Dan  B.  Blake 
Rev.  Dan  B.  Blake 
Rev.  Paul  C.  Singletary 
Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss 
Rev.  Homer  V.  Bailes 
Rev.  Robert  D.  Hutson 
Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt 
Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 


MONROE  DISTRICT  - 


44.44%  of  churches 

Baskin  UMC 
Reily  Memorial  UMC 
Memorial  UMC 
Mer  Rouge  UMC 
Delhi  UMC 

Floyd  UMC 
Pioneer  UMC 
Grayson  UMC 
Kelly  UMC 

FUMC  Lake  Providence 
FUMC  Monroe 
Memorial  UMC 
Reveille  UMC 
Mt.  Olive  UMC 
St.  Paul  UMC 
St.  Pauls  UMC 
FUMC  Oak  Grove 

Holly  Ridge  UMC 
Bartholomew  UMC 
St.  Joseph  UMC 
First  UMC  Sicily  Island 


Rev.  J.  P.  McKeithen 
Rev.  Ray  R.  Spiller 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 
Rev.  Frank  M.  Jones 
Rev.  Alfred  C. 

Bakewell  III 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Rev.  Thomas  C.  Beeler 
Rev.  Douglas  Milliron 
Rev.  Douglas  Milliron 
Rev.  Paul  W.  Carter 
Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 
Rev.  Byrd  Lee  Terry 
Rev.  Benjamin  E.  Fant 
Rev.  Woodrow  Harmon 
Rev.  Edward  Thomas 
Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 
Rev.  George  H. 

Sherman,  Jr. 

Dr.  Burton  F.  Blair 
Rev.  Houston  C.  Roberts 
Rev.  Steven  P.  Carter 
Rev.  William  Willis 


Harrisonburg  UMC  Rev.  William  Willis 

Vidalia  UMC  Rev.  David  F.  Fortuna 

Washington  Chapel  UMC  Rev.  Joe  Brown 
Wilhite  UMC  Rev.  Elswood  J.  Martin 

FUMC  Winnsboro  Rev.  Tom  Crosby 

Boeuf  Prairie  UMC  Rev.  John  W.  Guyre 

Faith  UMC  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 

NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT  - 


56.90%  of  churches 

Berwick  UMC 
Hope  Chapel  UMC 
Wesley  UMC,  Brusly 
Luling  UMC 
Memorial  UMC 
Walmsley  UMC 
Wesley  UMC  Napoleon- 
ville 

Asbury  UMC 
St.  Matthew  UMC 
Belle  Chasse  UMC 
St.  James  Marrero 
Gretna  UMC 
Haven  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 

Christ  UMC 

FUMC  Kenner 

Ross  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Napoleon  UMC 
Parker  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Charles  UMC 
Shaw  Temple  UMC 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
St.  Matthews  UMC 
Thomas  UMC 
St.  James  Hahnville 
Williams  UMC 

Bavou  Vista  UMC 
FUMC  Thibodaux 

Vacherie  UMC 

Gibson  UMC 

Calvary  UMC 
Magnolia  UMC 


Rev.  David  Dietzel 
Rev.  Mark  Crosby 
Rev.  James  S.  Davidson 
Rev.  Kenneth  W.  Irby 
Rev.  L.  Andy  Foreman 
Rev.  Tommy  Dorsey 

Rev.  Albert  Holland 
Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
Rev.  Bob  Lawton 
Rev.  Russell  L.  Jones 
Rev.  Cleveland  B. 

Herr,  Jr. 

Rev.  Cleveland  B. 

Herr,  Jr. 

Rev.  Douglas 
deGraffenreid 
Rev.  Burnell  Bell 
Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
Rev.  Melvin  Turnage 
Rev.  Richard  Humphries 
Rev.  Percell  Church,  Sr. 
Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  Roddy  Taylor 
Rev.  Dan  Simon 
R«=y.  Dan  Simon 
Rev.  Thomas  A. 

Hoover,  Jr. 

Rev.  Karen  Davis 
Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 
Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 


NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

—  84.75%  of  churches 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  UMC  Rev.  John  R.  Johns 


Thirkield  UMC 
Harrys  Chapel  UMC 
FUMC  Covington 
Fitzgerald  UMC 
Waldheim  UMC 
Centenary  UMC 
Fisher  UMC 
Winan  UMC 
Hayes  UMC 
Lacombe  UMC 
Lutcher  UMC 
Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 

FUMC  New  Orleans 
Gentilly  UMC 

Hartzell  UMC 
Ray  Avenue  UMC 
Laharpe  UMC 
Lake  Vista  UMC 
Metairie  UMC 
Messiah  UMC 
Munholland  UMC 
Cornerstone  UMC 
St.  Bernard  UMC 
Arabi  UMC 
St.  Luke  UMC 
St.  Marks  UMC/ 
Greater  NO  Probe 
Felicity  UMC/ 

Greater  NO  Probe 
St.  James  UMC 
Spanish  Ministries 
Talisheek  UMC 
FUMC  Ponchatoula 

Lees  Landing  UMC 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
St.  Timothy  on  N /Shore 

Aldersgate  UMC 
FUMC  Slidell 
Hartzell  Mt.  Zion  UMC 

Newell  UMC 
FUMC  Springfield 
Huffs  Chapel  UMC 
Maurepas  UMC 
Ninde  Chapel  UMC 
Sun  UMC 
Bush  UMC 
Wesley  Ray  UMC 
Live  Oak  UMC 
Mary’s  Chapel  UMC 


Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Wesley  Cyprian 
Rev.  Theo  Standley 
Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Rev.  Ken  Bowman 
Rev.  Willis  Dear 
Rev.  Willis  Dear 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  Terrence  August 
Rev.  Kathryn  J.  Dauphin 
Rev.  Riley  W.  Sanson,  Jr. 
Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 
Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Rev.  Mickey  D.  String- 
field 

Rev.  Kenneth  R.  Jones 
Rev.  J.  William 
Gregg,  Jr. 

Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Robert  Williams 
Rev.  Andrew  J.  Douglas 
Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel 
Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith 
Rev.  S.  Kemper  Smith 
Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir 
Rev.  Timothy  E.  Lawson 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengtson 
Rev.  Robert  W.  Bengston 
Rev.  Richard  R.  Meek 

Dr.  David  Billings,  Jr. 

Dr.  David  Billings,  Jr. 
Rev.  Dan  Washington 
Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 
Rev.  William  E. 

Eubanks 
Rev.  William  E. 

Eubanks 

Rev.  Edwin  J.  Barksdale 
Rev.  J.  Lawrence 
Maddin 

Rev.  Wiliam  D.  Peeples 
Rev.  Edward  O.  Pickens 
Rev.  Randall  E. 
Campbell 

Rev.  Randall  Campbell 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Holstein 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Holstein 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Holstein 
Rev.  Louis  A.  Smith 
Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Rev.  Karl  D.  Wood 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 
Rev.  Dale  E.  Branch 


RUSTON  DISTRICT  - 
70.59%  of  churches 

Ansley  UMC  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 


Arcadia  UMC 

Athens  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Bernice  UMC 
Beech  Grove  UMC 
Summerfield  UMC 
Choudrant  UMC 
Douglas  UMC 
Clay  UMC 
Downsville  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Mt.  Nebo  UMC 
Doyline  UMC 
Sibley  UMC 
Dubach  UMC 
Farmerville  UMC 
Gibsland  UMC 

Oak  Grove  UMC 

Harmony  Chapel  UMC 
Lisbon  UMC 
Arizona  UMC 
Haynesville  UMC 
Shongaloo  UMC 
Hodge  UMC 
Dodson  UMC 
New  Hope  UMC 
FUMC  Homer 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Jonesboro  UMC 
Marion  UMC 
FUMC  Minden 
Lakeview  UMC 
Pine  Grove  UMC 
Bethlehem  UMC 
Ringgold  UMC 
Castor  UMC 
Trinity  UMC 
Grace  UMC 
Simsboro  UMC 
Salem  UMC 
Springhill  UMC 

Sarepta  UMC 

Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Concord  UMC 
McIntyre  UMC 
Evergreen  UMC 
Eros  UMC 


Rev.  William  A. 

Rowell,  Jr. 

Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  Cage  McLemore 
Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Rev.  C.  Jeffrey  Duke 
Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Rev.  KibbieE.  Hatfield 
Rev.  Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 
Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 
Rev.  Lester  Nance 
Rev.  William  A. 

Moon,  III 
Rev.  William  A. 

Moon,  III 

Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  John  R.  Oldham 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  George  McVay 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev.  Michael  Hammett 
Rev.  James  Humphreys 
Rev.  James  Humphreys 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Rev.  Dorothy  McGowan 
Rev.  Robert  Burgess 
Rev.  James  McLelland 
Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Rev.  Joseph  H.  Windham 
Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 
Rev.  James  C.  Skinner 
Rev.  Chris  Andrews 
Rev.  Larry  Miller 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Rev.  Lloyd  Scott 
Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 
Rev.  Charles  B. 

Humphreys 
Rev.  Doug  Ezell 
Rev.  Arthur  M.  Baker 
Rev.  George  Anders 
Rev.  W.  Paul  Cassels 
Rev.  William  B.  Shaw 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 
—  72.73%  of  churches 


Benton  UMC 
Bossier  City  UMC 
Coushatta  UMC 
Wesley  Chapel  UMC 
Crossroads  UMC 
Fairview  UMC 
McDonald  UMC 
New  Light  UMC 
Greenwood  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Ida  UMC 
Hosston  UMC 

Gilliam  UMC 

Belcher  UMC 

Pleasant  Valley  UMC 
Bonchest  UMC 
Keatchie  UMC 
Longstreet  UMC 
Logansport  UMC 
Bethel  UMC 
Rosa  UMC 

Bradford  Chapel  UMC 
Love  Chapel  UMC 
Haughton  UMC 
Mansfield  UMC 
Grand  Cane  UMC 
Wesley  UMC 
Shady  Grove  UMC 
Many  UMC 
Bavou  Scie  UMC 
Oil*  City  UMC 
Plain  Dealing  UMC 
Walkers  Chapel  UMC 
Mitchell  UMC 
Pelican  UMC 
Vivian  UMC 
Rodessa  UMC 
Zwolle  UMC 
Converse  UMC 
Noble  UMC 
Haskins  UMC 
Christ  UMC 

Fairfield  UMC 
Jewella  UMC 
FUMC  Shreveport 
Johnson  Chapel  UMC 
Lakeview  UMC 
Mangum  UMC 
Morningside  UMC 
Noel  Memorial  UMC 
No.  Highland  UMC 
Ellerbe  Road  UMC 
St.  James  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 

St.  Paul  UMC 
Summer  Grove  UMC 


Rev.  Robert  A.  Weber 
Dr.  John  M.  Lee 
Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Rev.  J.  Thomas  Logan 
Rev.  Donald  Johnson 
Rev.  Oscar  Player 
Rev.  Oscar  Player 
Rev.  Oscar  Player 
Rev.  John  Lavo 
Rev.  John  Lavo 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Carter 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  Dan  Simon 
Rev.  Dan  Simon 
Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 
Rev.  Jarrell  Morgan 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  Rupert  Coles 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Oscar  Tippin 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 
Rev.  Charles  B.  Roper 
Rev.  Robert  Galatas 
Rev.  Robert  Galatas 
Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
Rev.  George  L.  Thomas 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Paul  Reger 
Rev.  Jack  S.  Winegeart 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Roy  Mouser 
Rev.  Terry  Willis 
Rev.  Terry  Willis 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  lyiel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  Mel  Zerger 
Rev.  C.  Gerald 

Richardson 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson 
Rev.  Willie  Jackson 
Dr.  John  Fellers 
T.B.S. 

Rev.  Douglas  Cain 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 
Rev.  James  E.  Constable 
Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons 
Rev.  John  Scarf 
Dr.  Benedict  Galloway 
Rev.  James  Graham 
Rev.  Donald  K. 

McDowell 

Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr. 
Rev.  Donald  C.  Cottrill 


BATON  ROUGE/ 
HAMMOND  DISTRICT  - 


17.81%  of  churches 

Amite  UMC 
Broadmoor  UMC 
Jefferson  UMC 
St.  Andrews  UMC 
St.  Lukes  UMC 
Winbourne  UMC 
Istrouma  UMC 
Wall  Memorial  UMC 
Clear  Creek  UMC 
FUMC  Hammond 
James  Chapel  UMC 
Livingston  UMC 
Tangipahoa  UMC 


Rev.  Allen  Wayne  Evans 
Dr.  Kenneth  Reed 
Rev.  William  Nolan 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman 
Rev.  Deborah  Drash 
Rev.  Stephen  Fleming 
Rev.  Carol  S.  Winn 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
Rev.  Dewitt  M.  Ginn 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  Lewis  Morris,  Jr. 
Rev.  William  V.  Sirmon 


NEW  ORLEANS/SLIDELL  DISTRICT 


—  11.86%  of  churches 


Lutcher  Chapel  UMC 
Bethany  UMC 
Ray  Avenue  UMC 
Hartzell  UMC 
Cornerstone  UMC 
Spanish  Ministries 
Aldersgate  UMC 


Rev.  Curtis  Johnson 
Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Rev.  Robert  N.  Williams 
Rev.  Robert  N.  Williams 
Rev.  Timothy  E.  Lawson 
Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel 
Rev.  Wiliam  D.  Peeples 


NEW  ORLEANS/HOUMA  DISTRICT  - 
8.62%  of  churches 


Gretna  UMC 
Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC 
FUMC  Thibodaux 

Calvary  UMC 


Rev.  Bob  Lawton 
Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris,  Jr. 
Dr.  Clyde  Frazier 
Rev.  Thomas  L. 

Howe,  Jr. 

Rev.  Louis  Augustine,  Jr. 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT  - 
6.78%  of  churches 

Church  Point  UMC  Rev.  Esther  Hammond 
University  UMC  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 

Henning  Memorial  UMC  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter 
Westlake  UMC  Rev.  Larry  O’Dell 


SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT  - 


6.49%  of  churches 

Hosston  UMC 

Many  UMC 
Bayou  Scie  UMC 
Lakeview  UMC 
Mangum  UMC 


Rev.  James  R. 

Woodward 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Rev.  Douglas  Cain 
Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones 


MONROE  DISTRICT  - 
6.35%  of  churches 

FUMC  Monroe  Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 

St.  Paul’s  UMC  Rev.  W.  Dwight  Ramsey 

First  UMC  Sicily  Island  Rev.  William  Willis 
Faith  UMC  Rev  M.  Jack  O’Dell 


RUSTON  DISTRICT  - 
4.41%  of  churches 

Dubach  UMC  Rev.  Merlin  Merrill 

Trinity  UMC  Rev.  Chris  Andrews 

Grace  UMC  Rev.  Larry  Miller 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT  - 
4.23%  of  churches 

FUMC  Alexandria  Dr.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 
Belah  UMC  Rev.  Paul  C.  Carroll  Sr. 

FUMC  Natchitoches  Rev.  James  M.  Poole 

BATON  ROUGE/ 

LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT  — 

1.79%  of  churches 

First  UM  Franklin  Rev.  J.  Vernon  Fairley 


Louisiana  Conference 
1987  Stewardship  Report 


Paid  All  % 


District 

Apport. 

Funds  Apport. 

New  Orleans/ 
Slidell 

573.169.00 

619,804.45 

97.79 

Ruston 

397,612.00 

448,021  79 

95.82 

Shreveport 

900.982.00 

940,409  04 

94.87 

Lake  Charles 

523.982.00 

561,404  58 

93.46 

Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette 

576,665.00 

622.609.47 

93.28 

Baton  Rouge/ 
Hammond 

626.294.00 

681.945  82 

90.88 

Alexandria 

378.233.00 

372.019.84 

90.37 

Monroe 

543.781  00 

497,400.33 

80.84 

New  Orleans/ 
Houma 

520J09.Q0 

491.995.89 

78.98 

CONFERENCE 

TOTALS  5,090.923.00 

5,235,611.21 

90.85 

Louisiana  Conference 


1987  Membership 

Report 

Net 

Gain/ 

District 

Gain 

Loss 

Loss 

Alexandria 

361 

508 

-147 

Baton  Rouge/ Hammond 

1060 

1042 

18 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 

726 

829 

-  103 

Lake  Charles 

588 

1018 

-  430 

Monroe 

587 

992 

-405 

New  Orleans/Houma 

722 

802 

-80 

New  Orleans/Slidell 

909 

900 

9 

Ruston 

455 

422 

33 

Shreveport 

1325 

1355 

-30 

TOTALS 

6733 

7868 

-1135 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


My  Witness 


JANUARY  29,  1988 


Do  we  have  a  self-image  problem?  Small  group  shows  me  God’s  healins  love 

“What  is  missing  in  American  religion  God  or  conviction  about  the  value  of 


that  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker  supplied?” 

"What  has  produced  the  religious  void 
these  media  ministers  fill?” 

Those  provocative  questions  were 
posed  recently  by  nationally  syndicated 
columnist  Paul  Greenberg. 

Mr.  Greenberg's  equally  provocative 
answer  is  that  the  "void,"  in  essence,  is 
caused  by  organized  religion’s  dimin¬ 
ished  self-image— or  what  traditionally 
has  been  called  a  “loss  of  faith." 

First,  he  says,  in  a  “high  tech”  world, 
even  people  of  faith,  including  large 
numbers  of  Christians,  doubt  religion’s 
real  worth. 

He  quotes  French  theologian  Jacques 
Ellul  regarding  many  pastors’  attitude 
toward  preaching,  directing  a  congrega¬ 
tion  and  taking  “time  out  for  soul- 
searching. 

"All  this  seems  frivolous  in  a  world  of 
engineers  and  producers,"  the  theologian 
is  quoted  as  saying.  “They  therefore 
practice  psychoanalysis,  group  dynam¬ 
ics,  social  psychology,  information  the¬ 
ory,  etc.”— but  little  that  is  uniquely 
Christian. 

Second,  Mr.  Greenberg  argues,  the 
study  and  teaching  of  Scripture  has  be¬ 
come  “trendy,”  that  is,  superficially  pop¬ 
ular  but  lacking  real  respect  for  the 
life-transforming  potential  of  God’s  word. 

“So  much  effort  is  expended  in  making 
religion  effortless,  respectable,  simple 
and,  in  short,  ordinary,  that  those  who 
have  tamed  it  wonder  what  more  the 
consumer  can  want,”  Mr.  Greenberg 
states. 

We  agree  with  the  basic  insight  of  that 
analysis:  Christianity  as  it  is  lived  out  by 
all  too  many  of  us  suggests  a  “self-im¬ 
age  problem,”  that  is,  a  loss  of  faith  in 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


one’s  spiritual  identity. 

Many  contemporary  churchgoers  pos¬ 
sess  little  sense  of  the  vital  role  religious 
faith  has  played  across  the  centuries  by 
giving  people  something  trustworthy  to 
live  by  and  for. 

Hence,  it’s  little  wonder  that  countless 
people  find  prime-time  religion’s  pro¬ 
jected  image  of  glitzy,  "we’ve  got  all  the 
answers"  self-confidence  at  least  tempo¬ 
rarily  appealing. 

Followers  of  Christ  need  to  recognize 
and  assert  with  renewed  confidence  that 
life’s  spiritual  dimension  is  not  an  out¬ 
moded  concern  in  our  world.  There  are 
some  questions  that  cannot  be  answered 
by  technological  wonders.  They  can  only 
be  answered  adequately  by  authentic  re¬ 
ligious  faith  and  experience.  The  devel¬ 
opment  of  such  faith  is  a  fundamental 
and  essential  part  of  human  well-being. 

The  Christian  life  also  includes  a  deep 
respect  for  God’s  power  through  Scrip¬ 
ture  to  transform  people’s  vision  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  life,  sometimes  in  dramatic 
and  unexpected  ways. 

Any  "self-image  problem”  we  have 
will  vanish  if  we  will  claim  and  proclaim 
those  two  aspects  of  our  heritage  with 
renewed  confidence.  Experience  shows 
that  when  we  boldly  live  out  our  faith,  it 
becomes  deeper  and  stronger. 

What's  more,  the  image  others  have  of 
us  and  of  our  faith  predictably  will 
change  in  positive  ways. 

Do  you,  or  does  your  congregation, 
have  a  self-image  problem?  If  so,  why? 
In  whom  is  your  faith  placed  and  from 
whom  is  your  strength  drawn?  What 
steps— in  faith— are  you  willing  to  take 
to  allow  God  to  deepen  your  identity  as  a 
Christian? 


BY  EDWARD  C.  KLATT 

For  many  years  1  attended  church 
without  much  spiritual  growth  from  the 
worship  service  or  the  life  of  the  church. 

I  didn’t  understand  what  Christian 
stewardship  really  was,  either. 

Then,  about  two  years  ago,  I  joined  a 
small  group— one  of  many  being  formed 
at  our  church.  The  purpose  was  to  en¬ 
courage  spiritual  growth  by  formulating 
and  then  following  a  personal  covenant 
with  our  Lord. 

Group  provides  accountability 

The  group  setting  provides  account¬ 
ability  to  Christ,  as  seen  through  the 
senses  of  His  servants,  the  group  mem¬ 
bers.  The  closeness  of  a  small  group  also 
provides  the  support  through  sharing  and 
caring  that  is  necessary  for  us  to  under¬ 
stand  and  then  apply  God’s  love. 

As  a  group,  we  derived  our  covenant 
from  guidelines  established  more  than 
200  years  ago  by  reformers  and  evange¬ 
lists  in  England.  They  desired  a  return  to 
a  condition  in  their  lives  and  in  their 
church  more  like  that  of  the  earliest 
Christian  gatherings. 

The  parts  of  the  covenant  covered  ac¬ 
tivities  that  intended  to  enhance  those 
qualities  that  made  a  good  disciple  com¬ 
mitted  to  following  Christ. 

For  the  past  two  years  we  have  strug¬ 
gled  with  our  covenant,  not  only  consis¬ 
tently  failing  to  follow  all  of  it  but  also 
often  failing  even  to  understand  it  in  ref¬ 
erence  to  daily  activities. 

In  most  settings,  such  failures  would 
be  plenty  of  reason  to  quit.  After  all, 
“success”  in  this  world  means  getting 
the  job  done  right— and  on  time. 

But  our  group  is  after  more  than  fi¬ 


nancial  or  social  success.  We  are  after 
redemption  and  healing. 

We  all  fail 

We  know  that  we  have  failed  and  will 
continue  to  fail  in  keeping  our  covenant. 
However,  we  concede  our  failures  and 
seek  God’s  grace  to  cover  those  losses. 
That  is  redemption. 

We  cannot  earn  forgiveness  by  our  ef¬ 
forts  or  through  approval  by  others. 
However,  as  disciples  we  rely  upon  God’s 
grace,  which  we  cannot  earn.  God  just 
wants  us  to  acknowledge  that  by  our  re¬ 
turning  His  love. 

In  my  small  group  we  learn  together 
to  love  our  Lord  by  loving  each  other. 
This  love  provides  the  healing  following 
our  redemption. 

As  a  small  group  with  only  a  few 
members,  we  can  develop  our  loving  re¬ 
lationships,  practicing  sharing  and  car¬ 
ing,  more  easily  than  in  a  large 
congregation. 

In  an  impersonal  congregation  we 
would  not  even  know  how  to  begin  and 
would  probably  never  start.  We  can 
learn  what  our  needs  are  and  help  each 
other  to  fulfill  those  needs. 

Concern  shown  for  human  need 

One  part  of  our  covenant  calls  for 
prayerful  attention  to  human  needs. 

I  am  afraid  we  confuse  “needs”  with 
“wants”  or  “desires.”  One  of  the  most 
powerful  false  gods  of  our  world  today  is 
materialism  and  the  pursuit  of  affluence. 

Affluence  does  not  satisfy  needs,  espe¬ 
cially  spiritual  or  emotional  needs.  Af¬ 
fluence  encourages  only  our  desire  for 
more  affluence. 

When  I  step  over  a  man  covered  with 


newspapers  on  the  sidewalk  on  the  way 
to  work,  I  should  realize  that  I  have  plen¬ 
ty  of  material  things. 

“What  good  is  it  for  a  man  to  gain  the 
whole  world,  yet  forfeit  his  soul?"  (Mark 
8:36) 

What  I  really  need  is  a  caring  attitude 
and  the  ability  to  show  God’s  love  to  others. 

That  is  why  stewardship  depends  upon 
caring  for  others.  Otherwise,  our  stew¬ 
ardship  will  not  be  directed  properly. 

We  most  often  think  of  stewardship  in 
terms  of  financial  resources,  but  money 
may  be  the  least  important  part.  As  a 
church  it  is  more  important  for  us  to  be 
caring  and  sharing  than  to  manifest  all 
the  material  forms  of  worldly  success. 

In  fact,  God’s  word  tells  us  to  do  things 
in  just  that  order,  “But  seek  first  His 
kingdom  and  His  righteousness,  and  all 
these  things  will  be  given  to  you  as  well.” 
(Matthew  6:33) 

As  individuals,  we  can  learn  through 


God’s  grace  to  have  a  giving,  sharing  na¬ 
ture.  As  the  body  of  Christ,  the  church, 
we  must  practice  giving  as  a  body  to  re¬ 
ceive  God’s  blessings. 

We  cannot  turn  things  around.  We  can¬ 
not  ask  to  receive  before  we  will  give. 
Our  faith  in  Christ  is  just  that— faith  to 
do  what  He  says  to  receive  the  promises. 

My  small  group  is  part  of  that  process. 
Because  we  admit  to  our  failures  and 
share  them,  we  can  help  each  other  over¬ 
come  them.  We  can  learn  how  to  love. 
We  can  become  true  Christian  stewards 
and  know  what  is  really  important  in 
this  life. 

We  ask  for  God’s  spirit  to  guide  us. 
The  more  personal  covenants  that  are 
made  by  us,  the  closer  we  will  be  as  a 
church  to  doing  our  Lord’s  will  and  to  be¬ 
coming  the  true  body  of  Christ. 

Edward  C.  Klatt  is  a  member  of  Covi¬ 
na  United  Methodist  Church  in  Covina, 
Calif.  (California-Pacific  conference). 


Here  I  Stand 


‘Middle-roaders’  help 
hold  UMC  together 


By  JAN  HAYEN 

The  middle  of  the  road  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  a  strange  and  not- 
too-popular  place  to  find  myself. 

This  is  a  time  when  it  is  popular  to  be 
committed  to  one  end  of  this  diverse  de¬ 
nomination’s  political  spectrum  or  another. 

Here  in  the  middle  I  am  pulled  first 
one  way  and  then  another  as  I  hear  the 
hue  and  cry  of  Methodists  for  Social  Ac- 


View  on  ‘Sermons,’  ‘Notes’  deserves  attention 


To  the  Editor: 

Hurrah  for  the  Rev.  Tom  Oden’s  “Here 
I  Stand”  article  in  the  Jan.  8  paper. 

His  concern  for  the  omission  of  John 
Wesley’s  “Sermons”  and  “Notes”  from 
the  proposed  doctrinal  standards  is  well 
put  and  deserves  the  attention  of  the 
General  Conference. 

It  is  strange  that  the  select  doctrinal 
study  committee  should  spend  four  years 
studying  this  topic  and  yet  seek  to  omit 
such  a  historical  anchor  from  our  Book 
of  Discipline. 

Perhaps  the  General  Conference 
would  do  well  to  continue  the  study  for 
another  quadrennium,  with  different 
people.  Many  continue  to  raise  questions 
about  the  proposed  changes  with  regard 
to  our  ecumenical  relationship  with  oth¬ 
er  Christian  bodies. 

And  some  feel  that  the  "elevation”  of 
the  primacy  of  scripture,  as  stated  in  the 
proposed  change,  would  put  our  church 
more  in  the  Calvinist  camp  than  in  the 
Wesleyan  heritage.  It  took  more  than  a 
quadrennium  to  hammer  out  the  original 
text,  so  why  should  we  be  in  such  a  hurry 
to  change  it? 

As  one  who  will  be  a  member  of  the 
legislative  committee  dealing  with  the 
doctrine  statement,  I  would  like  to  see 
the  study  continued— and  those  with 


more  respect  for  our  heritage  placed  on 
the  committee  the  next  time. 

David  L.  Severe 
Edmond,  Oklahoma 

Musicians  don’t  perform 

To  the  Editor: 

Amen  and  amen  to  Music  Minister 
Tim  Morrison  for  his  stand  on  “No  per¬ 
formers  in  worship” !  (seeUMR  Jan.  1) 

Church  musicians  are  not  performers! 

For  several  years,  I  was  paid  soprano 
soloist  for  a  large  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

When  I  sang,  I  felt  closer  to  God  than 
at  any  other  time  in  my  life,  and  I  real¬ 
ized  that  if  I  were  the  least  bit  conscious 
of  the  congregation,  the  music  lost  some¬ 
thing  very  special. 

My  prayer  before  each  solo  was,  “Not 
for  my  own  glory  but  for  thine." 

When  I  sang  "The  Lord’s  Prayer”  at 
weddings,  I  insisted  on  standing  behind 
the  bride  and  groom  so  that  the  words  to 
the  music  would  be  the  focal  point  and 
not  the  singer. 

Once,  when  I  sang  a  modem  and  rather 
dissonant  solo  by  Sowerby,  a  friend  said  to 
me  afterwards,  “I  didn’t  like  that  music 
very  well,  Jan.”  I  smiled  at  him  and  said, 
"That’s  OK,  Henry,  I  wasn’t  singing  it  to 
you.  I  was  singing  it  to  the  Lord.” 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  5  congregations 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  2,920  member-fam¬ 
ilies  in  five  UM  congregations. 

They  comprise  the  250  member-families 
of  Winnfield  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Winnfield,  La.  (Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence);  the  300  member-families  of  Excel¬ 
sior  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Excelsior,  Minn.  (Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference);  the  1,720  member-families  of 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  in  Al¬ 
buquerque,  N.M.  (New  Mexico  Annual 
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Conference);  the  500  member-families  of 
William  C.  Martin  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bedford,  Texas  (Central  Texas 
Annual  Conference);  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kountze,  Texas 
(Texas  Annual  Conference). 

These  additions  are  the  most  recent  to 
the  more  than  360  local  churches  across 
the  United  States  that  publish  special 
editions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Winnfield, 
Excelsior.  Albuquerque.  Bedford  and 
Kountze,  we  say.  "Welcome.”  We  hope 
you  find  your  new  church  paper  interest¬ 
ing  and  informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


For  the  last  several  years,  our  congre¬ 
gation  has  been  applauding  the  gorgeous 
organ  toccata  by  Widor  that  is  played  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  service.  To  me,  it’s 
like  pouring  cold  water  over  our  heads. 

Now  that  I’ve  written  to  you,  I’m  going 
to  write  our  minister  and  see  if  we  can’t 
discontinue  that  unfortunate  practice.  Si¬ 
lence  IS  golden! 

Janet  Fenholt 
Columbus,  Ohio 

AIDS  isn’t  moral  disease 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  disturbed  by  the  editorial  in  the 
Jan.  8  issue.  Yes,  1987  was  an  unflatter¬ 
ing  year  for  organized  religion. 

But  what  disturbs  me  in  your  editorial 
is  your  reference  to  the  AIDS-related 
death  of  a  former  Texas  bishop  as  a 
breakdown  in  our  church’s  moral  fabrier 

Perhaps  the  bishop’s  duplicity  of 
lifestyle  is  immoral,  but  the  tragedy  of 
his  death  from  a  terrible  disease  is  not. 
Your  implied  reference  that  acquired 
immune  deficiency  syndrome  itself  is 
some  sort  of  moral  illness  reinforces  the 
bigoted  opinions  held  by  some.  It  makes 
education  about  the  disease,  treatment 
for  the  disease,  and  care  and  love  of 
those  afflicted  with  AIDS  that  much 
harder,  ostracizing  them  from  the  body 
and  love  of  Christ. 

I  pray  for  God’s  guidance.  I  pray  that 
the  United  Methodist  Church  will  remain 
an  open,  loving,  compassionate  body  of 
Christ. 

F.  Garth  Guido 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Official  ‘talk’  discriminates 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  your  Jan.  1  arti¬ 
cles  on  Hispanic-Americans.  At  the  time 
of  Christ,  no  person  in  the  world  spoke 
English. 

For -a  country  that  is  supposed  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  rights  of  individuals  to  advocate 
the  use  of  a  single  language  as  the  official 
language  seems  to  be  out  of  character. 

That  is  especially  true  in  the  church, 
and  I  fully  agree  with  the  position  that 
this  idea  is  just  another  way  of  discrimi¬ 
nating  against  people  who  are  different 
in  some  way. 

Though  I  am  not  Hispanic,  I  feel  that 
we  should  allow  Spanish  to  be  spoken 
and  to  be  used  as  a  second  language,  es¬ 
pecially  in  Texas. 

Nearly  40  years  ago,  the  schools  in 
Texas  taught  a  small  amount  of  Spanish 
beginning  in  fourth  grade.  Today,  when 
such  a  large  percentage  of  Texans  are 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


DO  YOU  HAVE  MORE 
YN  7U£  SHOW  WMPOW 
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ft/  7N£  WAf&iO/KE? 


rP$  HOT  HARP 
TO  6£  HUMBL£ 
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Hispanic,  my  children  are  being  intro¬ 
duced  to  Spanish  only  in  high  school— 
and  then  as  an  elective. 

If  we  are  going  to  be  an  evangelistic 
church,  we  must  reach  the  Spanish-speak¬ 
ing  people  in  their  own  language.  To  do 
otherwise  is  to  deny  that  someone  who  is 
“different”  can  be  a  useful  citizen. 

John  Wesley  Phillips 
Fritch,  Texas 

Tell  me  what  to  believe 

To  the  Editor: 

After  40  years  as  strong  supporters  of 
our  United  Methodist  churches,  we  have 
with  heartfelt  concern  recently  changed 
to  another  denomination. 

At  a  parting  conference  with  our  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  minister,  his  last  words  to 
me  were  these:  "In  17  years  at  this 
church,  we  have  never  tried  to  tell  you 
what  you  had  to  believe.” 

He  was  absolutely  correct.  That  is  a 
principal  reason  for  going  to  another  de¬ 
nomination. 

Mike  O’Reilly 
Houston,  Texas 

Where  is  UMC  going? 

To  the  Editor: 

Where  is  the  United  Methodist  Church 
going? 

Where  can  the  individuals  who  give  of 
their  time,  their  talents  and  love  of  Meth¬ 
odist  tradition  say:  Enough  is  Enough? 

Where  are  our  protests  heard? 

John  Wesley  set  up  a  structure  where 
the  smallest  branch  was  heard  at  the  top. 
Today,  people  at  the  top  dictate  by  force 
of  where  they  sit— policy. 

Our  tradition  is  of  love  of  all  people, 
and  we  have  a  great  heritage  of  toler¬ 
ance  and  compassion.  We  also  have  as 


the  core  of  our  faith:  the  substance  of  the 
Gospel,  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel, 
the  Gospel  in  action. 

Today  we  are  told  to  boycott  grapes  to 
force  farmers  to  use  only  organized  labor, 
which  in  turn  forces  individuals  to  join  a 
union.  The  free-choice  right  is  removed. 

We  want  to  remove  the  statement  that 
the  church  does  not  consider  the  practice 
of  homosexuality  compatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching. 

We  insist  that  the  male  image  of  God 
be  removed,  as  our  mental  process  must 
change— starting  with  our  hymnal. 

If  we  refuse  our  past,  if  we  drop  our 
history,  we  become  a  social  activist  or¬ 
ganization,  and  we  should  drop  the  name 
“church.” 

Virginia  Red 
Lafayette,  Indiana 

Member  records  need  help 

To  the  Editor: 

For  the  past  few  months  I  have  served 
as  membership  secretary  of  my  church. 

I  have  found  many  omissions  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  membership  records. 
A  search  of  available  records  has  provid¬ 
ed  some  information,  but  I  feel  that 
there  are  some  vital  statistics  that  can 
never  be  retrieved. 

From  time  to  time  I  have  read  the  fig¬ 
ures  that  reflect  the  national  member¬ 
ship  and  find  myself  questioning  the 
accuracy  of  such  computations. 

It  has  become  apparent  to  me  there  is 
a  definite  need  to  take  immediate  steps 
to  review  membership  records.  The  pres¬ 
ent  “Membership  Record  System  Man¬ 
ual”  needs  to  be  expanded  to  provide  a 
more  comprehensive  guide  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  responsible  for  the  records. 

Russell  Martin 
Savannah,  Illionis 


tion-ers,  "Gay”  UMC-ers,  Liberation-ists, 
National  Federation  for  Decency  back¬ 
ers,  Good  News-ers,  Back-to-Wesley-ans, 
etc.,  etc. 

In  the  middle  of  all  this  hue-ing  and 
cry-ing,  I  find  myself  a  “MOTR,”  a 
"Middle  Of  The  Roader.”  I’m  often  laden 
with  guilt  because  I  don’t  hold  dear  any 
of  the  fundamentalism  preached  by  any 
of  these  so-called  “ends.” 

I’m  often  reluctant  to  speak  out  about 
my  MOTR-mentality  for  fear  of  offend¬ 
ing  that  "vast  majority”  who  have  found 
an  “end.” 

In  these  feelings  of  guilt  and  reluc¬ 
tance,  there  is  always  a  thought  that  I 
have  no  “principles,”  no  courage  to 
choose  an  "end.” 

As  I  listen  to  these  very  vocal  ends  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  I  realize 
my  MOTR-ism  might  be  condemned  by 
any  of  these  groups— condemned  for  not 
seeing  the  “true  way”  at  their  respective 
ends  of  things. 

As  a  MOTR,  I  see  in  these  folks  the 
collage  of  differences  that  makes  United 
Methodism  such  a  wonderful,  unique  and 
exciting  body  within  the  body  of  the 
church  in  this  day:  so  many  ways  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  call  of  Christ,  yet  so  human 
as  the  body  responds! 

I  believe  that  the  strength  of  our  body 
lies  in  this  unique  diversity.  At  the  same 
time.  I  believe  that  the  fundamentalism 
preached  by  any  “end"  within  the  spectrum 
of  United  Methodism  would  be  the  death  of 
us  should  that  way  become  “the  way.” 

To  complicate  matters,  I  continue  to 
ponder  how  my  MOTR-ism  relates  to  the 
pattern  of  life  that  Jesus  sets  for  me. 

As  I  have  listened  to  Jesus,  the  Christ, 
speaking  to  me  through  the  Scripture  of 
post-Resurrection  writers,  I  have  an  in¬ 
creasingly  strong  notion  that  Jesus,  as  rab¬ 
bi,  healer,  human,  yet  somehow  son  of  God, 
was  in  the  middle  of  things,  not  picking 
“systemic  ends"  to  protect  as  “the  way." 

Why  else  does  he  confront  the  sinful¬ 
ness  of  the  "Pharisees”  of  his  day,  the 
“insiders,"  the  “fundamentalists,”  the 
"world,”  if  you  will? 

Could  Jesus,  the  Christ,  have  been  the 
charter  member  MOTR?  I  don’t  think  so. 
MOTR-ism  is  just  another  human  con¬ 
coction  not  unlike  the  "left”  or  the 
“right”  or  any  label  you  might  place  on 
any  other  "end.” 

MOTR-folks  struggle  to  understand 
the  profound  truth  and  mystery  sur¬ 
rounding  this  faith,  as  the  faith  tries  to 
respond  to  God  as  seen  in  Jesus  Christ. 

To  be  true  to  this  faith,  regardless  of 
where  we  are  on  the  spectrum  of  United 
Methodism,  is  the  calling.  We  inherit  this 
calling  from  the  mothers  and  fathers  of 
our  tradition. 

This  task  of  truth-receiving  and  truth- 
transmitting  is,  in  one  and  the  same  time 
frame,  the  common  ground  of,  and  the 
source  of  the  conflict  between  the  many 
shapes  and  shades  in  this  collage  of  ours, 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

It  would  be  refreshing  if  all  these  so- 
called  “ends”  of  our  church  could  cease  be¬ 
ing  so  threatened  by  each  other  and  more 
often  be  enriched  by  each  other’s  presence. 

The  Rev.  Jan  Hayen  is  pastor  of  Se¬ 
dan/Peru/Elgin  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Sedan,  Kan.  (Kansas  East  conference). 


Church  ties  turn  tragedy  into  miracle 


A  little  boy’s  cowboy  boots  and  a  kind- 
hearted  sailor  combined  recently  with  a 
United  Methodist  connection  to  turn  our 
travel  tragedy  into  a  miracle. 

My  husband,  John;  4-year-old  son, 
Sean;  and  I  left  Pinellas  Park,  Fla.,  Jan. 
12,  heading  for  my  new  position  as  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  the  Reporter. 

Somewhere  just  into  eastern  Alabama, 
a  cold  front  roared  over  us.  Heavy  rain 
and  high  wind  rocked  our  little  car.  We 
didn’t  know  it  at  the  time,  but  apparently 
a  gust  of  wind  reached  up  under  the  taut 
tarpaulin  on  the  luggage  rack  and  blew 
Sean's  bright-orange  suitcase  off  the 
rooftop. 

When  we  discovered  the  loss  at  a  gaso¬ 
line  station  outside  Hattiesburg,  Miss., 
we  were  devastated.  Every  stitch  of 
Sean’s  clothing,  except  for  his  parka  and 
the  red  pajamas  he  wore,  was  in  that  lost 
bag— including  the  new  cowboy  boots 
my  mother  had  given  him  for  Christmas. 

Distraught,  we  stopped  at  a  Jackson, 
Miss.,  discount  store  to  re-outfit  Sean. 
While  we  continued  our  trek  to  Dallas, 
his  missing  suitcase  had  become  the  fo¬ 
cus  of  a  miracle,  worked  by  God  through 
an  alert,  kindly  sailor.  * 


Steve  Pitman  was  on  his  way  to  his  job 
with  a  tugboat  company  in  Pascagoula, 
Miss.,  a  big  shipyard  town  on  the  Gulf 
coast.  About  45  miles  j 
outside  Mobile,  as  he 
tells  it,  he  spied  the  j 
orange  suitcase  and  s 
farther  on,  Sean’s ! 
cowboy  boots.  He 
stopped  and  picked 
them  up. 

In  a  telephone  call ' 
with  my  mother  lat-  Cynthia  Astle 
er,  Mr.  Pitman  said  the  sight  of  those 
cowboy  boots  bothered  him  all  day 

"He  told  me  he  knew  somewhere  a  lit¬ 
tle  boy  was  missing  his  cowboy  boots,” 
my  mother  said. 

Later  that  afternoon,  Mr.  Pitman 
opened  the  suitcase  and  discovered  a 
medication  bottle  with  my  name  and  the 
name  of  our  hometown  pharmacy.  He 
called  the  drugstore  long-distance  and 
spoke  with  pharmacist,  Gary  Lubben. 
Mr.  Lubben  said  he  couldn’t  remember 
my  face  but  that  the  name  was  familiar. 

He  took  Mr.  Pitman’s  name  and  tele¬ 
phone  number  and  promised  to  try  to  lo 
cate  me. 


Mr.  Lubben  asked  his  administrative 
assistant,  Lois  Vision,  if  she  knew  me. 
Lois,  a  longtime  friend  and  fellow  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pinellas  Park,  swung  into  action  imme¬ 
diately. 

“I  knew  your  maiden  name,  and  I 
knew  you  had  a  brother,  so  I  just  looked 
in  the  telephone  book  and  called  the  first 
one  I  saw,”  she  said  by  telephone.  “It 
turned  out  to  be  the  right  one.” 

My  brother,  who  was  off  work  that 
day,  took  the  information  about  our  lost 
suitcase  and  involved  the  family  in  its 
recovery.  We  arrived  in  Dallas  Jan.  14  to 
the  happy  news  that  Mr.  Pitman  had 
Sean’s  suitcase  and  was  waiting  to  hear 
from  us. 

I  called  him  the  next  day,  thanking 
him  profusely  and  offering  him  a  mone¬ 
tary  reward,  which  he  steadfastly  re¬ 
fused. 

“Don’t  be  sending  me  any  millions  of 
dollars,”  he  said.  "I’m  glad  I  could  help.” 

“The  good  Lord  will  surely  bless  you,” 
I  replied,  choking  on  my  tears. 

"That’s  reward  enough,”  Mr.  Pitman 
responded. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Prayer  for  Super  Bowl  Sunday 


O,  God— today  as  we  come  to  worship 
we  are  not  quite  sure  if  you  are 
the  referee  or  the  head  coach. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  if  we  are 
on  the  offense  or  the  defense. 

We  would  like  to  think  that  we  have 
achieved  some  special  skills. 

At  times— perhaps  most  of  the  time— 
we  even  dream  of  being  super  best. 

O,  God— as  we  review  the  year  gone  by 
we  learn  very  quickly 
that  we  fumble  too  many  times 
that  well-planned  plays  often  fail 
that  at  times  we  must  take 
time  out  to  rest,  and 
perhaps  change  our  game  plan 
that  at  other  times  unjust  penalties 
seem  to  defeat  us  and 
that  all  too  often  the  breaks  seem 
to  go  to  someone  else. 

O,  God— the  clock  moves  irreversibly 

forward,  and  while 
we  suspect  too  much  time  is  spent 
in  something  called  commercial, 
we  come  at  last  to  the  place  where 
we  are  sure  of  only  a  few  basic  things 


that  in  the  League  called  Church  if 
we  are  to  achieve  any  goals 
there  must  be  some  teamwork  and 
we  must  assist  one  another. 

And  when  we  are  warned  there 
are  only  two  minutes  to  go 
we  discover— almost  when  it  is  too 
late 

that  the  Christian  life  is  not  played 
up  in  the  stands  with  the  spectators, 
but 

out  on  the  field  with  the  participants. 

O,  God— whether  you  are  a  referee  or  a 
coach 

enable  us  this  day,  and 
through  the  year  to  come 
to  play  fair  and  honest,  and  when 
the  final  whistle  blows 
without  knowing  whether  we  won  or 
lost 

may  we  hear  you  say 
Well  done — well  done.  Amen. 

-HAROLD  E  JOHNSON 
Harold  E.  Johnson  is  a  retired  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  and  lives  in  Encinitas, 
Calif. 
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World  mission  and  evangelism 

UMC  agency,  evangelists  from  26  countries  told  they  must 6 point  people  to  Jesus  Christ’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga— Although 
Christian  mission  often  is  aimed  at  the 
needs  of  poor  people,  mission  has  to  be 
rooted  in  evangelism,  an  expert  on  urban 
evangelism  told  a  United  Methodist- 
sponsored  global  conference  last  week. 

Raymond  Fung,  evangelism  secretary 
of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland,  said,  “Ultimately, 
Christian  mission  is  not  problem-solving 
but  pointing  people  to  Jesus  Christ.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano 
(Denver  Area),  president  of  the  church’s 
world  mission  division,  said  the  confer¬ 
ence  on  mission  evangelism  ministries 
was  an  opportunity  to  ‘‘see  more  clearly 
the  evangelistic  dimension  of  mission.” 

The  conference,  one  of  seven  held 
around  the  world  during  the  past  four 
years,  brought  together  evangelists  rep¬ 
resenting  26  countries  from  every  corner 
of  the  globe. 


They  met  at  Epworth-by-the-Sea,  not 
far  from  where  Methodist  founder  John 
Wesley  worked  briefly  in  1736. 

Participants  shared  “this  works  for 
us”  information  with  U.S.  church-growth 
experts  and  exchanged  views  on  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  evangelism  issues. 

Bishop  Sano  described  the  gathering 
as  a  natural  follow-up  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  demand  for  “an  evi¬ 
dent  priority  on  evangelism.” 

In  workshops,  participants  discussed 
the  Gospel’s  relationship  to  interfaith  di¬ 
alogue,  culture  and  context  (the  situation 
in  which  people  live). 

The  group  also  probed  ways  to  take  the 
Gospel  across  cultural  barriers,  consid¬ 
ered  how  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  to  young 
people  and  heard  Mr.  Fung  describe  ways 
to  work  with  people  in  big  cities. 

He  said  the  key  to  urban  evangelism  is 
creating  a  partnership  with  people. 

“As  long  as  you  have  power  over  oth¬ 
ers,  you  cannot  evangelize,”  he  said. 


“As  long  as  you  have 
power  over  others,  you 
cannot  evangelize.  You 
can  love  them;  you  can 
educate  them;  you  can  do 
things  for  them;  you  can 
even  die  for  them,  but  un¬ 
less  you  are  partners,  you 
cannot  challenge  them  to 
be  foUowers  of  Jesus.” 

— Raymond  Fung 

“You  can  love  them;  you  can  educate 
them;  you  can  do  things  for  them;  you 
can  even  die  for  them;  buLunless  you  are 
partners,  you  cannot  challenge  them  to 
be  followers  of  Jesus.” 

Mr.  Fung,  a  Baptist  who  worked  with 
industrial  workers  in  Hong  Kong,  said, 
“My  theology  demands  . . .  that  I  invite 
people  to  Jesus  Christ  in  a  very  inten¬ 
tional  manner.” 

He  said  Christians  must  approach  oth¬ 
ers  as  partners,  allies  and  equals  to  con¬ 
front  them  with  the  claims  of  Jesus  as 
well  as  to  meet  needs  and  challenge  cities. 

“Churches  must  call  cities  to  account 
when  they  fail  to  deliver  what  they 
promise,”  he  said. 


Mr.  Fung  explained  the  nine  promi¬ 
nent  models  used  for  evangelism  work  in 
the  world’s  large  cities  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  box). 

He  held  up  the  vision  of  Isaiah  65:17-25 
as  a  “common  agenda”  that  can  unite 
Christians  with  non-Christians  in  work¬ 
ing  in  the  city. 

In  that  vision,  he  said: 

•  Children  do  not  die. 

•  Old  people  live  full  lives. 

•  People  who  build  homes  live  in 
them. 

•  People  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  la¬ 
bor. 

He  called  for  an  ecumenical  strategy 
in  which  churches  join  in  partnership 
with  the  world  for  peace  and  justice,  of¬ 
fer  a  worshiping  community  and  invite 
others  to  discipleship. 

“If  we  believe  we  can  do  the  work  of 
peace  and  justice  without  prayer  and 
worship,  we  are  just  fooling  around,”  he 
said. 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  chief  staff  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  UM  world  mission  division, 
noted  that  the  challenge  of  urban  evan¬ 
gelism  is  going  to  become  greater  as 
population  continues  to  migrate  toward 
Third-World  cities. 

That  presents  a  powerful  challenge 
to  Christians,  Mr.  Fung  observed,  adding 
“Most  of  the  world’s  poor  are  outside  the 
Christian  church.” 


9  models  for  urban  evangelism 

Raymond  Fung,  evangelism  secretary  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  in 
Geneva,  Switzerland,  offered  these  nine  models  for  evangelism  work  in  the 
world's  large  cities  to  last  week’s  United  Methodist-sponsored  conference  on 
global  evangelism: 

•  Organizing  the  poor  for  power.  "The  reality  of  poor  people  is  a  dominant 
urban  reality,  and  we  have  to  deal  with  it,”  Mr.  Fung  said.  “However,  organiz¬ 
ing  among  the  poor  often  doesn’t  go  deep  enough  in  the  work  among  the  poor  to 
share  our  faith." 

•  Networking  for  outreach,  a  model  being  used  by  para-church  groups  like 
World  Vision. 

•Saturating  cities  with  Christian  materials,  a  plan  traditionally  used  by 
evangelists  like  the  Rev.  Billy  Graham  but  being  adapted  by  mainline 
churches. 

•Building  church  coalitions,  such  as  one  featuring  35  black  congregations  in 
the  San  Francisco  area. 

•‘‘Twinning  cities,”  a  strategy  employed  by  Southern  Baptists  to  share  the 
resources  of  cities  with  a  strong  Christian  presence  with  those  that  do  not  have 
a  strong  Christian  community. 

•  Planting  churches,  the  "very  classic  and  relevant"  strategy  used  by  North 
American  churches. 

•  Being  pastors  and  Christian  witnesses  to  dropouts,  including  work  among 
drug  addicts,  prostitutes  and  runaways. 

•  Equipping  Christians  who  are  professionals  to  make  an  impact  on  a  city,  a 
strategy  used  by  InterVarsity  Christian  Fellowship— a  ministry  on  campuses 
and  among  college  graduates. 

•Creating  praising  and  interceding  communities,  effectively  used  in  totali¬ 
tarian  countries.  “You  may  not  be  able  to  protest  publicly,  but  you  can  pray," 
Mr.  Fung  said  of  that  situation.  “It  is  so  powerful  because  it  says,  Jesus  is 
Lord,'  meaning  that  no  other  is  Lord  without  saying  it  explicitly.” 


‘True  church  partnership’  key  to  success 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  GLEN  LARUM 

ST.  SIMON’S  ISLAND,  Ga.— Ethnic  diversity  marks  these  four  partici¬ 
pants  at  last  week’s  United  Methodist-sponsored  conference  on  world  mis¬ 
sion  and  evangelism.  From  left  are  Michael  Hahm,  UM  World  Division 
staff  member;  Augusta  Paul  of  India;  the  Rev.  David  Bockari  of  Sierra  Le¬ 
one  and  Doris  Hess,  World  Division  staff. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMON’S  ISLAND,  Ga.— The  key 
to  future  world  evangelization  efforts  by 
United  Methodists  is  not  sending  out  ex¬ 
patriates  to  serve  as  missionaries,  a  for¬ 
mer  UM  missionary  said  last  week. 

The  Rev.  R.  Marston  Speight  said  the 
key  may  be  found  in  developing  true 
partnerships  among  churches  in  differ¬ 
ent  countries. 

The  older  method  of  mission  evange¬ 
lism  provides  people  who  are  “technical¬ 
ly  trained,”  he  said.  But  many  are 
unprepared  for  situations  they  may  meet 
in  different  cultures  and  can’t  communi¬ 


cate  “what  the  church  wants  to  commu¬ 
nicate”  to  native  peoples. 

He  cautioned  participants  in  the  United 
Methodist  global  conference  on  mission 
evangelism,  however,  that  partnership  “is 
a  very  tricky  word,  a  slippery  word,  one 
of  the  slogans  of  the  age.” 

“I’m  puzzled  with  how  to  develop  this 
notion  of  true  partnership,”  he  said.  “I 
don’t  think  we  can  talk  of  true  partner¬ 
ship  when  one  side  dominates  in  any 
way.  I  don’t  think  we  can  talk  of  true 
partnership  when  one  side  is  at  the  beck 
and  call  of  another." 

Dr.  Speight  served  as  a  missionary  for 


Congregation’s  new  life  comes  from  outreach 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMON’S  ISLAND,  Ga.— Mission 
outreach  can  breathe  new  life  into  a  con¬ 
gregation,  a  Kansas  United  Methodist 
minister  told  evangelists  from  around 
the  world  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Maclure  Stillwell  went  on  to 
describe  how  mission  outreach  literally 
transformed  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  affluent  Olathe,  Kan. 

Mr.  Stillwell,  now  a  Kansas  City  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  was  among  75  par¬ 
ticipants  representing  26  countries  at  a 
global  conference  on  evangelism  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  UM  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries. 

Mr.  Stillwell  told  participants  that 
during  a  visit  to  the  church’s  world  mis¬ 
sion  board  headquarters  in  New  York 
five  years  ago,  he  captured  a  vision  of 
what  a  church  could  do. 

“The  world  I  had  lived  in  for  27  years 
of  my  ministry  was  a  very  small  world, 
and  I  suddenly  saw  where  the  church 
should  be  and,  too  often,  we  are  not,”  he 
said. 

When  he  returned  to  Olathe,  he  and  his 
staff  worked  tirelessly  to  raise  funds  to 
fight  hunger  in  Africa. 

“We  used  slides,  sermons  and  illustra¬ 
tions  to  acquaint  our  people  with  what 
was  happening,’’  Mr.  Stillwell  said. 
“They  gave  and  gave  generously.” 

The  effort  raised  more  than  $10,000,  he 
said. 

But  the  real  breakthrough  came  later 
that  same  year  when  he  convinced  a 
group  of  junior-  and  senior-high  young 
people  to  give  up  a  planned  ski  trip  to  en¬ 
list  in  a  mission  effort. 

“You’re  old  enough  now,”  he  said  he 
told  his  young  people,  “that  instead  of 


“The  world  I  had  lived 
in  for  27  years  of  my  min¬ 
istry  was  very  small,  and  I 
suddenly  saw  where  the 
church  should  be  and,  too 
often,  we  are  not.” 

— Maclure  Stillwell 


being  entertained,  you  need  to  do  some¬ 
thing  for  others.” 

The  youngsters  reluctantly  agreed  to 
give  up  their  ski  holiday,  he  said. 

Instead,  the  junior-high  members 
painted  a  house  for  battered  women  in 
Washington.  The  senior-high  group  went 
to  Portsmouth,  Va.,  where  members 
worked  for  a  week  in  a  vacation  church 
program  for  inner-city  black  youth. 

“When  they  came  back  home,"  Mr. 
Stillwell  said,  “their  excitement  was  con¬ 
tagious.  They  couldn’t  wait  to  plan  their 
next  trip.” 

In  the  following  years,  youths  from  the 
Olathe  church  made  mission  trips  to 
work  with  Hispanic  ex-convicts,  Native 
Americans  in  Oklahoma,  migrant  work¬ 
ers  in  western  Kansas,  and  a  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Mexico  razing  a  church  damaged 
by  an  earthquake. 

“This  past  year,’’  he  said,  “they 
worked  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  with  a 
Habitat  for  Humanity  program.”  (Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity  is  a  non-denomination- 
al  program  that  builds  houses  for 
low-income  people.) 

“Each  time  they  returned  home  and 
told  of  their  experiences,  they  generated 


new  excitement  and  enthusiasm,”  Mr. 
Stillwell  said. 

“Finally,  the  adults  in  the  church  said, 
‘We  want  to  go  on  a  mission  trip.’  This 
last  summer  a  group  of  young  adults 
went  to  Oklahoma  to  work  with  the  Indi¬ 
ans.” 

In  addition,  the  church  started  a  day- 
camp  program  in'  Olathe  for  children  of 
working  parents,  a  ministry  among  the 
deaf  and  a  breakfast  program  for  chil¬ 
dren  of  low-income  families. 

“Today,  between  120  and  150  children 
get  breakfast,”  Mr.  Stillwell  said. 

The  congregation  helped  sponsor  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Nepal  and  Korea  and  pur¬ 


chased  a  Land  Rover  (a  trucklike  vehicle 
commonly  used  to  reach  remote  loca¬ 
tions)  for  a  medical  doctor  in  Uganda. 

“Recently,  a  dentist  and  his  wife— 
both  members  of  the  church— led  a  med¬ 
ical  team  to  Mexico,”  he  said. 

— i  "Mission  work  has  virtually  turned  the 
church  around,”  said  Mr.  Stillwell.  He 
said  it  served  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  to 
the  community,  and  a  congregation  of 
1,045  doubled  to  2,100. 

"And  what  was  once  for  us  a  very 
small  world  suddenly  has  become  a  large 
world  in  which  we  have  been  called  to 
work,”  said  Mr.  Stillwell. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


28  years  in  Algeria,  Morocco  and  Tunisia 
in  North  Africa.  Since  1979  he  has  been 
assigned  to  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  as  a  specialist  in  Christian- 
Moslem  relations. 

Dr.  Speight  suggested  that  increased 
knowledge  among  sister  churches  about 
what  each  is  doing  could  intensify  their 
mutual  relationships. 

The  World  Program  Division  of  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
currently  has  no  sustained  education  ef¬ 
fort  to  increase  mutual  understanding, 
he  said. 

A  key  component  to  that  education 
process  is  bringing  people  from  overseas 
to  talk  to  U.S.  churches,  Dr.  Speight  said. 

The  Rev.  David  Bockari,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  in  Sierra  Leone,  said 
some  of  those  educational  opportunities 
have  been  squandered. 

He  related  an  incident  in  which  repre¬ 
sentatives  “from  all  over  the  world  were 
brought  at  great  expense”  to  the  United 
States. 

The  representatives  participated  in  di¬ 
verse  consultations,  he  indicated,  then 
were  invited  to  speak  at  local  churches, 
where  each  was  given  only  about  five 
minutes  to  speak. 

There  is  a  perception,  he  said,  that  the 
U.S.  church  is  always  giving  and  the 
overseas  churches  are  always  begging. 

“That  is  because  we  do  not  report  fully 
what  people  in  their  poverty  are  doing 
(to  help  themselves),”  Mr.  Bockari  said. 


“Our  people,  they  have  the  mind  to  give, 
but  the  means  are  not  there.” 

A  true  partnership  would  not  be  evan¬ 
gelism  in  the  narrow  sense  but  helping 
provide  the  whole  Gospel  for  the  whole 
man,  he  said. 

“We  need  your  support,”  Mr.  Bockari 
said.  “We  are  trying  to  do  our  best,  but 
our  hands  are  not  as  heavy  as  yours.” 

Mr.  Bockari  said  sending  missionaries 
could  still  be  appropriate,  especially 
short-term  workers  for  specific  purposes. 

“Still,  it  is  not  enough  to  be  gifted  and 
trained.  The  greatest  qualification  is: 
Have  you  been  called  to  preach?” 

Participants  representing  26  countries 
called  for  all  churches  to  exchange  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  as  well  as  resources  and 
experiences. 

As  one  example,  a  Northwest  Texas 
conference  representative  suggested 
that  Latin  American  countries  send  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  to  help  spread  the  Gospel 
to  the  region’s  Hispanic  population. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


‘Speak  boldly’ 


Baptist  woman  supported  for  stand  over  controversy 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 

“Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry ”  (214)  630-6495 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

National  churchwomen  have  solidly 
backed  the  director  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  for  her  re¬ 
cent  call  to  women  to  "speak  boldly”  and 
“pray  boldly”  about  the  continuing  contro¬ 
versy  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Carolyn  Weatherford,  Woman’s  Mission¬ 
ary  Union  executive  director,  urged  state 
Baptist  women’s  leaders  to  speak  out  re¬ 
garding  the  harmful  effect  the  wrangling 
between  moderates  and  conservatives  is 
having  on  Southern  Baptist  missions. 

Ms.  Weatherford  made  the  remarks  to 
a  recent  national  executive  board  meet¬ 
ing  of  her  agency. 

The  Southern  Baptist  news  service 
quoted  Ms.  Weatherford  as  saying,  “I  ask 
you  to  join  me  in  two  things.  Speak  bold¬ 
ly  when  the  need  arises.  And  prepare 
your  women  to  speak  boldly  and  to  un¬ 
derstand  something  of  the  need. 

"Pray  daily  for  the  Lord  to  lead  us  out 
of  the  swamp  of  convention  controversy, 
for  his  glory.” 

There  comes  a  time,  she  said,  "when 
we  have  to  say,  ‘That’s  enough.’  ” 

Others  offer  encouragement 

Her  remarks  drew  encouragement  from 
three  ranking  national  churchwomen. 

Dr.  Sylvia  Ross  Talbot,  president  of 
Church  Women  United,  said  Ms.  Weath¬ 
erford’s  speech  held  significance  for 
churchwomen  everywhere. 

“Too  much  is  wrong  in  our  churches, 
and  our  responsibility  is  to  do  all  we  can 
to  correct  it,”  said  Dr.  Talbot,  member 
of  an  African  Methodist  Episcopal  con¬ 
gregation  in  Atlanta.  "All  women  who 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ  must  say, 
Enough  is  enough.’ 

"Stepping  out  is  a  risky  thing.  It’s 
painful,  and  it  demands  courage.  I  would 
tell  them:  ‘We  pray  for  you,  as  we  would 
have  you  pray  for  us.’  ” 

Dr.  Doris  Ann  Younger,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  Church  Women  United  in  New 
York  City,  echoed  Dr.  Talbot’s  senti¬ 
ments.  She  advised  Ms.  Weatherford  and 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  members  to 
employ  strategy  in  their  efforts. 

“I  applaud  her  wholeheartedly  for 
speaking  out,"  said  Dr.  Younger,  who 
added  that  she  met  Ms.  Weatherford 
while  Dr.  Younger  served  with  the 
American  Baptist  Women,  an  agency  of 


the  American  Baptist  Churches. 

"My  advice  for  them  is  to  stick  togeth¬ 
er  and  caucus,  to  use  tools  politicians 
use  "  Dr.  Younger  defined  those  tools  as 
fact-finding  and  analysis. 

“Find  out  what’s  going  on  (in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention),  who’s  in¬ 
volved,  and  then  ask  what  it  means  and 
what  our  (meaning  Woman's  Missionary 
Union’s)  position  is  going  to  be,”  Dr. 
Younger  said. 

“They  need  to  decide  on  a  strategy  and 
stick  to  it.” 

Carolyn  Marshall,  president  of  the 
Women’s  Program  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  was  more  guarded  in  her  assess¬ 
ment  of  Ms.  Weatherford’s  remarks. 

"I  think  it’s  amiss  for  those  not  in¬ 
volved  in  the  controversy  to  critique,” 
said  Mrs.  Marshall,  an  Indiana  resident. 

"But  I  encourage  all  women  of  faith  to 
think  and  pray  and  act  out  of  their  own 
conviction— not  as  persons  who  are  regi¬ 
mented  by  those  who  tell  them  what  they 
can  say  and  do  but  by  doing  what  we  in 
Methodism  call  being  free  in  Christ— to  act 


out  of  our  own  Christian  commitment.” 

Words  meant  to  rally 

Ms.  Weatherford  told  the  Reporter 
Jan.  21  that  her  remarks  were  intended 
to  rally  Woman's  Missionary  Union  lead¬ 
ers  to  "stop  allowing  untruths  to  be  spo¬ 
ken  and  statistics  to  be  manipulated 
regarding  our  missions  support." 

“There  are  those  who  say  we’re  doing 
better  than  we  are,"  Ms.  Weatherford 
said,  referring  to  receipts  for  missions. 

Ms.  Weatherford  acknowledged  that  her 
admonitions  may  not  have  much  effect  on 
the  14.6-million-member  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  "because  WMU,  despite  being 
in  its  centennial  year,  is  not  influential  in 
the  church  at  present.”  The  union  did  have 
clout  in  the  past,  she  noted. 

She  credited  that  loss  of  influence  to 
the  "current  elected  leadership  of  the 
church  and  the  messengers  (convention 
delegates).” 

The  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  is  re¬ 
lated  to.  but  not  supervised  by,  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention,  the  nation's 
largest  Protestant  denomination. 


Porn’  claim  labeled  unfair 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— A  news  article  suggest¬ 
ing  that  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  condones  “non-violent,  ‘soft-core’ 
pornographic  materials  such  as  ‘Play¬ 
boy’  magazine,”  has  been  called  “inaccu¬ 
rate  and  unfair”  by  agency  executive 
Nelson  Price  of  New  York. 

The  article,  “UM  Agency  Okays  Soft 
Porn,"  appears  in  the  January/February 
issue  of  "Good  News”  magazine,  pub¬ 
lished  by  a  caucus  of  evangelical  United 
Methodists. 

The  magazine  quotes  from  a  2,500- 
word  resolution  on  “Sexual  Violence  and 
Pornography,”  approved  in  October  by 
the  governing  board  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom),  the  top  com¬ 
munications  agency  of  the  denomination. 

Particularly  objectionable,  said  a  cau¬ 
cus  spokesman,  was  a  statement  in  the 
resolution  that  “erotic  material  can  be 
healthy  or  harmful.” 

In  a  letter  to  “Good  News”  editors,  Mr. 
Price  said  the  article  "quotes  out  of  con¬ 
text  to  present  sensationalized  opinion 
. . .  focuses  on  a  single  section  of  a  com¬ 


prehensive  resolution  and  misses  the  ma¬ 
jor  substantive  point  of  that  section.” 

“The  resolution  does  not  endorse 
‘Playboy’  magazine  or  ‘soft-core  pornog¬ 
raphy.’  "  he  said.  “That  is  an  Olympic 
leap  made  by  the  writer." 

He  invited  the  Good  News  caucus  to 
"help  refine  the  proposed  resolution  with 
constructive  criticism  so  that  it  can  be 
approved  by  General  Conference,"  the 
denomination’s  highest  governing  body, 
which  meets  April  26-May  6  in  St.  Louis. 

In  a  later  interview  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service,  Mr.  Price  said  defin¬ 
ing  “sexually  violent  material"  as 
“obscene,”  thereby  removing  it  from 
First  Amendment  protection,  is  the  ma¬ 
jor  intent  of  the  12-page  resolution. 

The  UMCom  resolution  urges  United 
Methodists  to  lobby  against  First 
Amendment  protection  for  sexually  vio¬ 
lent  materials. 

Said  Mr.  Price,  “This  is  the  tension: 
protecting  our  freedom  of  speech  and  the 
press  while  at  the  same  time  protecting 
citizens— especially  children— from  be¬ 
ing  exploited  and  emotionally  damaged.” 


Top  Methodist 
wants  Israel 
‘accountable’ 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.-The 
nation  of  Israel  must  be  held  account¬ 
able  for  what  it  is  doing  to  Arabs  in 
the  occupied  West  Bank  and  Gaza,  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council,  wrote  in 
late-December  letters  to  President 
Reagan,  “Time"  magazine  and  “The 
New  York  Times." 

"What  is  happening  in  Israel  today 
is  not  unlike  what  is  happening  in 
South  Africa,"  the  international 
church  executive  wrote  the  president. 

“The  difference  is  that  we  are  di¬ 
rectly  supporting  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  on  an  unprecedented  scale 
and,  therefore,  are  accountable  for 
propping  up  a  government  that  has 
robbed  Arab  citizens  of  land  and  hu¬ 
man  rights.” 

Mr.  Hale  pleaded  with  President 
Reagan  to  "call  the  nation  of  Israel 
to  be  accountable  for  what  they  are 
doing." 

According  to  “The  New  York 
Times”  of  Jan.  19,  at  least  38  Pales¬ 
tinians  have  been  killed  since  the 
present  upsurge  of  violence  began. 

Mr.  Hale  criticized  Israel  for  “rel¬ 
egating  its  Arab  population  to  sec¬ 
ond-class  citizenship;  harassing, 
beating  and  rounding  up  youth  for 
military  trials  without  representa¬ 
tion;  threatening  deportation  from  a 
land  where  their  families  have  lived 
for  hundreds  of  years.” 

When  unrest  occurs  in  the  Soviet 
Union,  Korea  or  South  Africa,  those 
governments  are  to  blame,  he  said. 
But  when  people  in  Israel  "protest 
harsh  and  insensitive  national  poli¬ 
cy,  the  blame  falls  on  those  whose 
rights  have  been  stripped  away,  and 
the  world  is  told  they  are  the  cause 
of  it  all!” 

Noting  that  he  had  been  in  and  out 
of  the  Middle  East  for  more  than  30 
years,  the  World  Methodist  Council 
executive  said:  “The  beautiful  pic¬ 
ture  of  Israel  in  the  film  ‘Exodus’  is 
not  the  reality!  Neither  is  the  carica¬ 
ture  of  Arab  peoples  as  terrorists!" 

Recalling  that  hardly  a  voice  was 
lifted  50  years  ago  over  "terrible 
things”  that  happened  to  Jews  in 
Europe,  Mr.  Hale  wrote,  “I  can  no 
longer  remain  silent  when  unspeak¬ 
able  things  are  happening  today  to 
Palestinian  people  living  in  the 
State  of  Israel.” 

Israel’s  Defense  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  said  Jan.  18  that  Israel  would 
negotiate  with  local  Palestinian 
leaders  from  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza  to  find  some  form  of  political 
solution  but  did  not  know  who  the 
leaders  were. 
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Churches  urged  to  ‘break  the  silence’  about 
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racism 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

LOS  ANGELES — The  most  racially  in¬ 
clusive  meeting  ever  sponsored  on  U.S. 
soil  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
called  last  week  on  churches  worldwide  to 
“break  the  silence"  about  racism  and  to 
renew  their  efforts  to  end  racial  injustice. 

Some  160  participants,  including  12 
United  Methodists,  at  the  unprecedented 
International  Consultation  on  Racism 
and  Racial  Justice  issued  the  strongly 
worded  call,  titled  “Silent  No  More,"  at 
the  end  of  the  Jan.  17-21  meeting. 

The  group’s  racial  makeup  included 
Asian /Pacific  Islanders,  blacks,  Hispan- 
ics,  whites  and  Native  Americans. 

Racial  injustice  increasing 

Declaring  that  “racial  injustice  is  on 
the  rise”  and  that  “everywhere  God’s 
people  live  an  existence  limited  by  the 
barbed  wire  of  bigotry,”  the  nine-page 
document  chastised  churches  for  their 
“deafening  silence”  on  race  matters. 

The  statement  noted  that  “hard-won 
gains"  in  the  struggle  to  end  racial  dis¬ 
crimination  in  the  United  States  ‘“are  be¬ 
ing  eroded." 

It  called  upon  U.S.  churches  and  ecu- 

HoHips  to  “uco  thpir  influence  to 


eliminate  racism  and  to  devote  major  re¬ 
sources  to  this  urgent  task."  It  added: 

"We  call  the  churches  in  this  country 
and  particularly  the  member  commu¬ 
nions  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches  to 
begin  a  new  and  deliberate  journey  to¬ 
wards  racial  justice  in  these  United 
States  and  throughout  the  world.” 

Organizers  said  the  consultation  was 
held  in  Los  Angeles  because  of  the  city’s 
rich  mixture  of  ethnic  cultures.  The 
meeting  was  timed  to  coincide  with  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.’s  birthday  Jan.  18. 

The  special  consultation  was  held  con¬ 
currently  with  a  regularly  scheduled 
meeting  of  the  27  commissioners  of  the 
World  Council’s  Program  to  Combat 
Racism.  A  United  Methodist,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Agne  of  Chicago,  is  one  of  four 
U.S.  members  of  the  racism  commission 
(see  related  article  below). 

It  was  the  first  meeting  in  the  United 
States  for  the  WCC’s  anti-racism  commis¬ 
sion.  The  commission  itself  was  the  focal 
point  of  a  1983  controversy  stirred  by  a 
“Readers'  Digest”  article  and  a  “60  Min¬ 
utes"  TV  program  “that  accused  the  World 
Council  of  giving  funds  to  groups  that  advo¬ 
cate  and  participate  in  violent  revolution. 

The  statement  issued  last  week  by  the 


World  Council 
of 


Churches  \ 
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RACIAL  JUSTICE 
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LOS  ANGELES — United  Methodist  the  Rev.  Joe  Agne  of  Chicago  is  one 
of  four  U.S.  members  of  the  27-person  World  Council  of  Churches’  Program 
to  Combat  Racism.  In  the  accompanying  interview  he  explains  the  pro¬ 
gram’s  aims. 


Despite  Florida  UMC  aid, 
pair  defects  to  Soviet  Union 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

An  unemployed  American  couple  who 
recently  gained  political  asylum  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  were  aided  at  least  twice  by 
Florida  United  Methodists  during  1987. 

The  Associated  Press  reported  Jan.  20 
that  Theodore  Branch,  43,  and  his  wife 
Cheryl,  40,  went  to  Moscow  as  tourists 
and  then  chose  life  in  the  U.S.S.R.  as  an 
“alternative  to  capitalism,”  according  to 
a  Soviet  official. 

Soviet  Foreign  Ministry  spokesman 
Gennady  Gerasimov  identified  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Branch  as  "experts  in  the  field  of 
mass  communications.” 

The  Associated  Press  quoted  Theodore 
Branch's  father,  Clarence  Branch,  77,  of 
Erie,  Pa.,  as  saying  his  son  operated  a 
radio  station  in  Mount  Dora,  a  small 
town  about  50  miles  north  of  Orlando, 
Fla.  The  Reporter  learned  from  sources 
in  Florida  that  the  couple  worked  as 
salespersons  for  two  stations.  Mount 
Dora's  WBGB,  which  is  defunct,  and 
WLBE  in  Leesburg,  Fla. 

Clarence  Branch  told  the  Reporter 
that  his  family  is  not  United  Methodist. 
He  also  said  he  did  not  know  if  his  son 
had  any  religious  affiliation. 

United  Methodists  in  Leesburg  helped 
the  Branches  last  January  after  their 
mobile  home  burned. 

The  Rev.  John  B.  Gill  III,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  Morrison  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Leesburg,  said  his  records  showed  the 
church  paid  for  some  repairs  to  the 
Branches’  temporary  living  quarters. 

“We  paid  $100  to  have  some  plumbing 
repaired  and  later  paid  $89.25  for  the  re¬ 


pair  of  the  water  heater  and  furnace,” 
Mr.  Gill  said. 

The  Branches  also  received  assistance 
from  the  Leesburg  Community  Food 
Bank  and  the  United  Way,  Mr.  Gill  said. 

The  Rev.  Lee  Pearson,  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Life  Enrichment  Cen¬ 
ter,  a  retreat  center  in  Leesburg  owned 
by  the  Florida  Annual  Conference,  said 
he  provided  the  Branches  free  space  for 
their  travel  trailer  after  their  mobile 
home  burned. 

“We  gave  them  a  place  for  about  four 
or  five  weeks,"  Mr.  Pearson  said.  "We  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  eat  in  our  dining  hall 
whenever  we  had  groups  in.  We  offered 
Cheryl  a  job  in  our  kitchen.  She  worked 
there  one  day  and  then  said  she  couldn’t 
do  that  kind  of  wrork. 

"I  offered  Ted  a  job  on  the  grounds, 
but  he  wouldn’t  pick  up  any  branches  ex¬ 
cept  around  the  family  campgrounds, 
and  then  those  were  only  branches  as  big 
as  your  arm. 

“I  kept  trying  to  get  Ted  to  do  some¬ 
thing  for  himself,  but  he  said  he  was 
waiting  for  the  insurance  settlement  on 
their  mobile  home.  Finally,  I  had  to  tell 
them  they  couldn't  continue  in  that  man¬ 
ner.  They  weren't  any  trouble.  They  just 
moved  on.” 

The  Associated  Press  quoted  Mr.  Gerasi¬ 
mov  as  saying  that  the  Branches,  who  have 
no  children,  arrived  in  Moscow  last  month 
and  “declared  their  unwillingness  to  return 
to  the  United  States  and  asked  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  live  here  as  immigrants.” 

The  couple  reportedly  said  they  want¬ 
ed  to  take  advantage  of  the  Soviet 
Union’s  promise  of  housing  and  jobs. 


the  church  today 


Ecumenical  staffer  gets 
Indiana  agency  position 

INDIANAPOLIS  (RNS)— The  Rev. 
Scott  J.  Schiesswohl,  who  has  ministerial 
credentials  from  both  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  and  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  has  been  named 
executive  director  of  the  Indiana  Council 
of  Churches. 

A  native  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo.,  Mr. 
Schiesswohl  has  had  experience  in  urban 
ministry,  legislative  advocacy,  Christian 
education  and  chaplaincy.  He  has  headed 
a  similar  statewide  ecumenical  group  in 
Wyoming. 

Women  Anglican  priests 
seen  several  years  away 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  says  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland  is  moving  cautiously  toward  ordi¬ 
nation  of  women  as  priests,  but  the 
process  will  be  at  least  several  years  in 
the  making. 

Archbishop  Robert  Runcie  made  his 
remarks  at  a  conference  that  grappled 
with  the  murky  issues  surrounding  the 


matter  of  authority  in  the  Anglican  Com¬ 
munion.  Chief  among  the  issues  is  the 
role  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  in 
settling  ecclesiastical  disputes  arising  in 
other  nations. 

Currently,  women  are  ordained  to  the 
Anglican  priesthood  in  a  few  countries, 
but  there  are  no  women  bishops  in  the 
Anglican  Communion. 

Chinese  Catholic  priest 
freed  from  house  arrest 

SHANGHAI,  China— Bishop  Ignatius 
Gong  Pin-mei,  former  Roman  Catholic 
bishop  of  Shanghai,  was  released  Jan.  5 
from  parole,  2 >/:  years  afer  he  was  freed 
from  30  years’  imprisonment  as  a  "coun¬ 
terrevolutionary." 

Bishop  Gong,  87,  had  been  under  virtual 
house  arrest  since  1985  as  a  "criminal  un¬ 
der  surveillance"  for  refusing  to  break  ties 
with  the  Vatican,  said  John  Davies,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  layman  from  Signal  Moun¬ 
tain,  Term. 

Mr.  Davies  heads  an  organization  seek¬ 
ing  to  earn  the  release  of  Bishop  Gong  and 
other  priests  jailed  in  China  for  religious 
reasons  (see  UMR,  Jan.  8). 


joint  consultation-commission  meeting 
stopped  short  of  advocating  violent  means 
to  combat  racism.  But  it  reiterated  the 
World  Council’s  long-standing  support  for 
various  anti-racism  “movement  groups," 
some  of  which  advocate  or  use  violence. 

Consultation  lays  groundwork 

Groundwork  for  "Silent  No  More,” 
much  of  which  was  cast  in  the  form  of 
pointed,  litanylike  statements  of  fact, 
purpose  and  challenge,  was  laid  through¬ 
out  the  consultation. 

At  the  opening  worship  service  in  the 
cathedral-type  sanctuary  of  the  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  Wilshire  Christian  Church 
(Disciples  of  Christ),  South  African  church 
leader  the  Rev.  Allan  Boesak,  quoting 
from  1  Kings  19:9,  challeged  participants 
by  asking,  “What  are  you  doing  here? 

"The  battle  (for  racial  justice)  is  not 
over,"  Dr.  Boesak  said.  “‘Those  who  could 
stand  the  storm  will  be  devoured  by  the 
earthquake,  and  those  who  survive  the 
earthquake  will  face  the  fire." 

The  Reformed  Church  minister  chided 
his  clergy  colleagues  for  not  speaking 
out  boldly  against  racism  for  fear  of 
alienating  monied  church  members. 

Members  who  walk  out  because 
they're  offended  by  such  boldness,  he 


said,  “shouldn’t  have  been  there  in  the 
first  place. 

"You  can’t  blackmail  God,"  he  thun¬ 
dered. 

At  the  consulation’s  opening  plenary 
the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  from  Los  Angeles  and  a  colleague 
of  Dr.  King  during  the  1960s,  told  partici¬ 
pants  that  "The  Martin  Luther  King 
movement  was  the  church's  finest  hour 
in  this  country.  The  King  holiday  re¬ 
minds  us  of  the  unfinished  struggle  for 
justice  and  dignity  for  all,  of  our  finest 
identity  as  a  nation." 

Citing  a  United  Methodist  Women’s 
study  showing  that  10,000  children  under 
age  5  will  die  in  1988  from  hunger,  Mr. 
Lawson  said  “that  is  the  real  barometer 
of  the  health  of  the  nation.” 

How  are  people  judged? 

"In  the  biblical  understanding,”  he 
said,  “peoples  are  judged  not  by  how 
high  some  are  able  to  climb  but  by  what 
happens  to  the  least. 

“In  that  category,  the  United  States  to¬ 
day,  with  all  of  its  power,  stands  ...  as 
the  No.  1  enemy  of  human  peace  and  dig¬ 
nity  in  the  world  today.” 

Mr.  Lawson  was  repeating  a  charge  he 
has  made  on  previous  occasions,  includ¬ 


ing  at  least  one  rational  United  l^ethod- 
ist  gathering. 

Mr.  Lawson  said,  however,  “A  racially 
just  world  is  a  possibility.  Our  responsi¬ 
bility  as  the  church  is  to  seize  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  challenge  and  to  let  the  grace 
of  God  move  us  toward  our  own  repen¬ 
tance  that  can  create  the  moral  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  the  nations  can  repent." 

In  addition  to  hearing  such  exhorta¬ 
tions,  participants  visited  numerous 
projects  in  the  Los  Angeles  area  that  of¬ 
fer  ministries  of  racial  justice. 

They  also  heard  a  jackhammer  series 
of  jolting  testimonies  from  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  commissioners  and  oth¬ 
ers  about  their  experiences  of  racial  in¬ 
justice.  Those  stories  included: 

•An  Australian  Aborigine  woman  lead¬ 
ing  a  fight  to  restore  land  to  her  people; 

•  A  Korean  woman  and  lifelong  resi¬ 
dent  of  Japan  who,  as  an  “alien,”  has 
limited  human  and  civil  rights  in  her 
own  country; 

•  A  Lutheran  pastor  from  Namibia 
telling  about  the  courageous  suffering  of 
his  people  living  under  the  brutal  occu¬ 
pation  of  their  country  by  a  100,000- 
member  South  African  “security  force.” 

A  United  Methodist  participant,  Harri¬ 


et  McCabe  of  Naperville.,  Ill.,  said  she 
was  deeply  affected  by  the  “pain”  she 
heard  in  such  stories. 

'“To  hear  all  that  in  one  place  from 
people  from  all  over  the  world  is  over¬ 
whelming,”  Mrs.  McCabe  said. 

For  the  most  part,  she  said,  people  in 
the  pews  "don’t  want  to  know,  they  don’t 
want  to  wrestle”  with  such  stories  about 
racism.  But,  she  added,  she’s  convinced 
that  “story-telling”  is  the  most  effective 
means  of  sharing  the  experience  of  peo¬ 
ple  experiencing  racial  injustice. 

The  Rev.  Joan  Campbell,  chief  of  the 
World  Council  of  Churches’  New  York  Of¬ 
fice,  said  the  “Silent  No  More"  statement 
would  be  made  available  to  WCC-member 
churches  as  a  basis  for  action  and  that  a 
follow-up  meeting  would  be  held  in  two 
years  to  expand  the  base  of  participation. 

In  a  separate  but  related  event  during 
the  World  Council  consultation,  Paul 
Boateng,  a  Program  to  Combat  Racism 
commissioner  and  British  Methodist,  re¬ 
ceived  the  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Inter¬ 
national  Award  from  the  Los  Angeles 
chapter  of  the  Southern  Christian  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference. 

Dr.  Boateng  gave  the  keynote  address 
at  that  organization’s  annual  banquet 
celebrating  the  King  holiday. 


Director  explains  WCC’s  anti-racism  aims 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

LOS  ANGELES — The  Rev.  Joseph  E. 
Agne  of  Chicago  is  one  of  four  U.S. 
church  members,  and  the  only  United 
Methodist,  on  the  27-member  commis¬ 
sion  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches’ 
Program  to  Combat  Racism. 

Mr.  Agne  was  interviewed  about  the 
commission  during  the  recent  Interna¬ 
tional  Consultation  on  Racism  and  Ra¬ 
cial  Justice  (see  related  story  above). 

The  commission,  whose  sessions  are 
closed  to  the  public,  met  during  the  con¬ 
sultation.  The  meeting  was  the  first  in 
the  United  States  in  the  commission’s  19- 
year  history. 

Mr.  Agne,  43,  is  a  staff  member  of  the 
Northern  Illinois  Annual  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  and  has  been  a 
commissioner  of  the  WCC  Program  to 
Combat  Racism  since  1983. 

What  is  the  Program  to  Combat  Rac¬ 
ism? 

It’s  a  program  to  (1)  help  the  church 
combat  racism  and  (2)  stand  in  solidarity 
with  movement  groups. 

The  PCR  is  focused  on  four  major  is¬ 
sues:  apartheid  in  South  Africa,  land 
rights  of  indigenous  people,  women  un¬ 
der  racism  and  the  rights  of  minority 
persons  everywhere,  such  as  Koreans 
living  in  Japan  and  the  Dalit  (“untouch¬ 
ables”)  in  India. 

What  do  you  mean  when  you  say  thtf 
Program  to  Combat  Racism  helps  the 
church  “stand  in  solidarity  with  move¬ 
ment  groups”? 


We  help  the  church  to  work  with,  learn 
from  and  support  groups,  such  as  the  Af¬ 
rican  National  Congress,  aboriginal 
groups  in  Australia,  land-rights  groups  in 
Hawaii  and  the  South  West  Africa  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Organization  that  are  dealing  with 
problems  arising  from  racial  discrimina¬ 
tion. 

What  is  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
relationship  to  the  Program  to  Combat 
Racism? 

The  UMC  is  a  contributing  member  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches,  of  which 
the  racism  program  is  a  part.  The  PCR 
receives  support  from  the  WCC  for  ad¬ 
ministration  and  programming. 

A  third  area  of  the  PCR’s  work,  and 
perhaps  the  most  controversial,  is  the 
Special  Fund  to  Combat  Racism.  The 
fund  is  supported  entirely  by  voluntary 
contributions.  The  total  funds  contribut¬ 
ed  by  all  U.S.  churches  to  the  Special 
Fund  in  1985,  the  last  year  for  which  we 
have  figures,  was  less  than  $3,000. 

How  important  is  the  Program  to  Com¬ 
bat  Racism  as  an  extension  of  the 
church? 

A  number  of  years  ago  we  (the  PCR) 
visited  Australia  to  study  issues  related 
to  aboriginal  genocide.  It  became  local 
news  and  helped  get  the  issue  on  the 
agenda  of  the  local  government  and 
church.  That’s  when  we’re  at  our  best. 

The  same  with  the  meeting  we  spon¬ 
sored  in  Lusaka,  Zambia,  in  1987.  That 
brought  people  from  the  church,  move¬ 
ment  groups  in  Southern  Africa  and 


from  around  the  world  together  to  talk 
with  and  support  each  other. 

In  some  parts  of  the  world,  people 
really  praise  the  World  Council  because 
of  the  PCR.  In  other  parts  of  the  world, 
it’s  the  group  against  which  the  political 
and  religious  right  is  most  organized  in 
opposition  to  the  WCC. 

Remember  the  “Reader’s  Digest”/“60 
Minutes”  controversy  of  a  few  years 
ago?  To  those  people,  their  protest  of  the 
PCR  is  turned  into  an  anti-communist 
campaign,  which  it  shouldn’t  be. 

Why  not? 

Racism  is  not  an  East-West  issue.  It’s 
everywhere. 

What  about  charges  that  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,  through  the  Pro¬ 
gram  to  Combat  Racism,  supports  the 
use  of  violence  to  end  apartheid,  for  ex¬ 
ample? 

As  a  church  person,  I’m  opposed  to  all 
violence.  . . .  The  source  of  violence  in 
South  Africa  is  apartheid.  . . .  Many  in 
South  Africa  are  responding  to  that  vio¬ 
lence  by  taking  up  arms.  They  are  not 
the  initiators  of  violence.  They  are  the 
respondents. 

The  PCR  supports  people  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  who,  as  a  last  resort,  have  said,  “We 
have  no  other  option  than  violence.”  But 
we  also  support  non-violent  options— any 
tool  that’s  available  to  defeat  apartheid 
has  to  be  used. 

All  Special  Fund  grants  are  used  for 
medical  assistance,  life  support,  etc.— 
never  for  weapons. . . . 


But  this  talk  about  violence  just  de¬ 
flects  from  the  main  issue,  ending  apart¬ 
heid.  Here  we’ve  talked  for  several 
minutes,  and  I  haven’t  told  you  that  I’ve 
seen  people  without  ears,  without  limbs, 
who  have  been  turned  on  a  spittle  over 
hot  coals,  who  have  had  electrodes  at¬ 
tached  to  their  genitals,  women  who 
have  seen  their  children  eaten  right  in 
front  of  their  eyes— all  the  result  of  the 
terrorist  tactics  of  the  South  African 
government. 

What  can  a  local  United  Methodist 
church  do  about  all  that? 

We  understand  the  world  to  be  our 
parish.  We  are  part  of  the  whole  human 
family.  Therefore,  we  need  to  say  that 
these  people  are  our  sisters  and  brothers 
and  to  say  “no”  to  their  mistreatment. 

We  should  support  the  efforts  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
with  these  people.  And  we  should  help 
support  the  Program  to  Combat  Racism 
with  our  financial  contributions.  The 
PCR’s  been  right  (about  issues  of  racial 
discrimination)  since  1969.  Why  shouldn’t 
we  support  it? 

I  just  wish  people  could  hear  the  sto¬ 
ries  I  hear  every  18  months  when  the 
PCR  commissioners  meet— their  hope, 
their  living  Christian  faith.  It’s  an  in¬ 
credible,  humbling  experience  for  me. 

And  I  wonder,  what  is  God  doing  with 
my  life?  Why  have  I  been  given  these  ex¬ 
periences?  What  am  I  going  to  do  with 
them?  And  I  don’t  know. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Chinese  6 harvest 9  Scriptures 


from  former  rice-field  site 


With  United  Methodist  help,  the 
word  of  God  is  being  harvested  from  a 
printing  plant  on  what  had  been  a  rice 
farm  in  Nanjing,  People’s  Republic  of 
China. 

The  Amity  Printing  Press,  designed 
and  built  by  Chinese  Christians  as  the 
most  practical  way  of  producing  Bibles 
needed  by  their  own  people,  is  well  into 
its  second  major  Bible  printing  after  two 
dedication  ceremonies  in  December. 

The  UM  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
through  its  World  Division  Program  Chi¬ 
na,  supported  the  Amity  project  by  coop- 

Florida  writer 
joins  Reporter 
editorial  staff 

DALLAS— The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  editorial  staff  returned  to  full  strength 
last  week  with  the  addition  of  Cynthia  Buie 
Astle,  34,  as  an  associate  editor. 

A  professional 
journalist  since  1973. 

Mrs.  Astle  comes  to 
the  Reporter  from 
the  “Clearwater  D  ■—  1^3 

(Fla.)  Sun,”  a  30.000-  %  -  ^  Tf 

circulation  daily 
owned  by  the  Hearst 
Corp.  She  was  the 
Sun’s  assistant  fea- 
tures  editor.  Cynthia  Astle 

She  was  the  original  editor  of  the 
weekly  “Pinellas  Park  (Fla.)  News”  and 
edited  several  other  Florida  weeklies. 

Mrs.  Astle  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Peters¬ 
burg  (Fla.)  Junior  College  and  attended 
the  University  of  South  Florida  in  Tam¬ 
pa  on  a  scholarship  from  the  National 
Federation  of  Press  Women. 

Her  work  has  won  five  first-place 
awards  in  Florida  Press  Women  compe¬ 
tition  and  a  third-place  award  for  best 
news  story  from  the  national  federation. 

She  served  two  terms  as  chairman  of 
the  work  area  on  church  and  society  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pinellas 
Park.  She  also  served  as  communications 
coordinator  for  the  church  and  was  active 
in  many  Pinellas  Park  organizations. 

Mrs.  Astle  and  her  husband,  John,  also 
34,  have  a  son,  Sean  Damon,  4. 

The  Reporter’s  editor,  the  Rev.  Spur¬ 
geon  M.  Dunnam  III,  said,  "We  are 
pleased  to  have  attracted  to  our  staff  an¬ 
other  person  with  outstanding  credentials 
both  in  journalism  and  in  the  church.  Her 
contributions  will  be  quickly  and  regular¬ 
ly  apparent  to  our  readers,  beginning 
with  several  articles  in  this  issue.” 


eration  with  the  American  Bible  Society, 
a  major  funder  of  the  $7.3-million  press. 

The  project  was  coordinated  by  the 
United  Bible  Societies,  the  global  fellow¬ 
ship  of  Bible  Societies,  which  provided 
funds  and  technical  know-how. 

The  plant  began  to  print  Chinese 
Scriptures  in  October  1987.  Following 
completion  of  its  initial  order  of  100,000 
Bibles  in  December,  work  was  to  begin 
immediately  on  100,000  Chinese  refer¬ 
ence  Bibles. 

The  plant  site  is  an  8.8-acre  former 
rice  farm,  which  was  converted  by  Chi¬ 
nese  workers  into  a  modern  printing  fa¬ 
cility  in  just  over  eight  months. 

The  plant  includes  presses,  pre-press 
and  binding  machinery  and  computer¬ 
ized  typesetting  for  Chinese  characters. 
It  has  the  capacity  to  publish  at  least 
250,000  Bibles  and  500,000  New  Testa¬ 
ments  each  year.  There  are  no  plans  to 
export  any  Scriptures. 


NEW  YORK— One  of  the  first  new  Chinese  Bibles  from  the  Amity  Print¬ 
ing  Press  is  shown  to  the  Rev,  Ewing  W.  (Bud)  Carroll  (right),  executive 
secretary  of  the  United  Methodist  World  Division  Program  China,  by  the 
Rev.  John  D.  Erickson,  general  secretary  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OR  CERTIFIED  DIREC¬ 
TOR  of  Christian  Education  to  administer,  coordi¬ 
nate  education  program  in  1,000  +  member  First 
United  Methodist.  Fairfield,  Iowa.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Clair  Dean 
Odell.  Pastor,  Box  464.  52556. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/ PROGRAM  Director 
sought  for  rapidly  growing  1.000-member  church 
in  Jacksonville  Beach.  Florida.  Send  resume  to 
Robert  E.  May,  325-7th  Avenue  North.  Jackson¬ 
ville  Beach.  FL  32250 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  growing  1.400-member  church.  Will  coordinate 
educational  programs  for  preschool  through  adult. 
A  degree  in  Christian  education  and  experience 
preferred.  Inquire:  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church,  1510  Furman  Rd.,  Jacksonville,  FL  32217 
or  (904)733-8477. 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  rapidly 

growing  1,200-member  church  with  active  and 
broad  youth  programs.  Full  compliment  of  adult 
leaders.  Expansion  into  young  adult  and  other  mu¬ 
tually  agreed  upon  ministries.  Direct  inquiry,  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Rev.  Alan  S.  Brown,  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church.  490  West  Bool  Road, 
West  Chester.  PA  19380-1112. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BETHLEHEM  Com¬ 
munity  Center.  Augusta.  Georgia.  Responsibilities: 
Administration  and  Financial  Management.  Quali¬ 
fications:  Administrative  and  program  abilities 
with  masters  degree  preferred.  Apply:  Doran  Por¬ 
ter,  GBGM,  475  Riverside  Dr.,  Rm.  370,  New  York. 
NY  10115. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time; 

2.200-member  church;  growing  Chicago  suburb. 
Resume:  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  300  E. 
Gartner,  Naperville.  IL  60540 


WANTED  VOLUNTEER  BUILDER /Carpenters  to 
help  supervise  work  teams  in  construction  of  Admin¬ 
istrative  Building  at  Hinton  Rural  Life  Center.  Hayes- 
ville.  North  Carolina.  Begin  March.  Room  and  Board 
provided.  Call  Gay  Smith  (704)  389-8336. 


CHURCH  MUST  SELL  PRESENT  FACILITIES  to 
build  new  3.200  sq.  ft.  Central  air  and  heat.  Main  St 
location.  25  minutes  from  downtown  Dallas.  Perfect 
for  offices  or  dav  care.  Contact  FUMC,  Box  145. 
Crandall,  TX  75114  or  call  (214)472-3757. 


MANAGER.  CENTRAL  ILLINOIS.  2.000  mem¬ 

bers.  $5  million  credit  union.  Creative,  self-starter 
with  5  years  experience  desired.  Competitive  sala¬ 
ry  and  benefits  offered.  Available  July  1.  Applica¬ 
tion  by  March  15  to:  Search  Committee,  304  S. 
Race,  Urbana.  IL.  Confidential.  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer. 


KENTUCKY:  METHODIST  MISSION  MEDICAL 
Center  with  dental  clinic  seeking  lead  dentist,  ac¬ 
tive,  two-dentist  practice.  Experience  preferred. 
Kentucky  license  required.  Wide  spectrum  of  pro¬ 
cedures  Salaried  position,  housing  and  utilities  in¬ 
cluded.  Contact:  Red  Bird  Medical  Center,  HC  69, 
Box  700,  Beverly,  KY  40913  or  call  (606)  598-5135. 


FULL-TIME  EXPERIENCED  PROGRAM/Chris- 
tian  Education  Director  sought  for  a  growing 
1 ,300  +  member  church.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Thomas  O.  McClung,  Jr,  Windcrest  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  8101  Midcrown.  San  Antonio,  TX  78239. 


DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  needed  for 
exciting  2,000-member  church  seeking  to  expand 
music  ministry  to  all  ages.  Master's  degree  in' 
church  music,  choral  directing  or  related  field,  as 
well  as  experience  preferred.  Inquire  of  or  send 
resume  to  Dr.  Tracy  Arnold,  First  UMC.  2727 
Jackson  St..  Alexandria,  LA  71301. 


INTERNATIONAL  CHRISTIAN  ASHRAM.  Seoul 
Korea  and  tour  of  Korea  May  12-21,  $1180  pack¬ 
age.  Additional  optional  tour  of  H.K.-  China  May 
22-30.  add  $1685  package.  Information:  UCA,  1500 
East  Fairview  Avenue.  Montgomery,  Alabama 
36106;  Phone  (205)  262-6400. 


FOR  SALE  1962  CMC  40-PASSENGER  BUS.  Mod¬ 
el  4106  Over-The-Road  Coach,  A/C,  manual  trans¬ 
mission,  baggage  compartments,  good  mechanical 
condition.  For  information  contact  Mike  Sojourner 
(713)  342-4852,  St.  John's  United  Methodist  Church. 
PO  Box  1008,  Richmond.  TX  77469. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTORS,  MAKE  YOUR  MINISTRY 
more  rewarding  and  effective.  25-page  paper  with 
practical  suggestions  on  role,  responsibility,  im¬ 
age,  preaching,  and  relationship  to  senior  pastor. 
Based  on  8  years'  experience,  research,  and  annual 
conference  survey.  Send  check  for  $4  (four  dollars) 
to:  Rev.  Milton  Lewis,  Colonial  Hills  UMC,  San  An¬ 
tonio.  TX  78230. 


PLAN  FOR  1988:  PROVIDE  A  MINISTRY  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  now  find  themselves  alone  due  to  divorce, 
separation  or  death.  "Who  Am  I  Now  That  I  Am 
Alone?"  is  an  easy-to-lead,  effective,  ten-session 
program  that  brings  positive  results.  For  informa¬ 
tion  and  prices  write:  ABT.  Inc.  P.O,  Box  4098, 
Garden  Grove,  CA  92642. 


GETTING  READY  TO  RETIRE?  Are  you  looking 
for  that  place  to  retire  where  you  can  maintain 
your  active  lifestyle  while  you  are  able,  and  yet 
have  the  security  of  knowing  your  changing  needs 
will  be  met  during  your  later  retirement?  Consider 
Landsun  Homes  in  Carlsbad.  New  Mexico.  Landsun 
is  a  continuing  care  retirement  community  offering 
four  levels  of  care.  Immediate  occupancy  available 
at  most  levels.  We  offer  a  variety  of  financing 
plans— some  include  a  refund  of  investment.  The 
climate  of  Carlsbad  can't  be  beat!  All  of  this  in  a 
Christian  setting.  Landsun  Homes  is  sponsored  by 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  or  write  Landsun  Homes,  1900  Westridge 
Road,  Carlsbad.  NM  88220.  (505)  887-2894 


VISITING  ENGLAND?  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 

vites  guests.  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Robin 
Hood  country,  Nottinghamshire.  We  offer  help  and 
advice  and  will  meet  you  at  airport.  Bed  and 
breakfast  10  pounds.  Details:  Ken  Hawkins,  12 
Cambourne  Gardens,  Ravenshead,  Nottingham, 
England. 


AFRICAN  INSTITUTE:  NOTRE  DAME'S  nine¬ 

teenth,  for  Christians  preparing  to  serve  in  Africa, 
18  May-  8  June  1988  Information:  Dr.  Peter 
Walshe,  African  Studies,  Department  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Indiana  46556. 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 


ALDERSGATE  250th  ANNIVERSARY  London  plus 

South  Wales  and  Cornwall  (May  14-26,  1988)  13  days 
complete  $1,858.  Ireland  add-on  option.  Some  space 
available  Free  brochure.  Dr  Cecil  Pottieger,  241  E. 
Third  St.,  Media,  PA  19063  (215)  566-5987  (-3172). 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability.  Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507, 


SOFTWARE  FOR  THE  CHRISTIAN  HOME:  Put 

your  PC  to  work  for  Jesus.  For  free  flyer,  write 
Christian  Software,  1112  NW  First  Street.  Rochester, 
MN  55901. 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumula¬ 

tions,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  confi¬ 
dential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate  any 
collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808,  Ful¬ 
ton.  TX  78358. 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies. 
Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re¬ 
sources,  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt,  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference  Camp/Retreat  Coordinator.  P.O, 
Box  38,  Woodland  Park,  CO  80866  (303)  687-9038. 
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FEBRUARY  5,  1988 


On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


“Then  came  the  Sadducees,  which  say  there  is  no  resurrection." 

Matt.  22:23 

Whatever  became  of  the  Sadducees?  They  were  once  a  powerful  Jewish 
party,  but  they  have  left  no  on-going  movement,  no  great  literary  documents, 
no  school  of  disciples. 

The  New  Testament  brushes  them  aside  as  merely  negative  thinkers,  which 
may  have  been  a  Christian  bias.  However,  they  have  ceased  to  matter  to  the 
Jews  themselves.  One  modern  Jewish  scholar  says,  “We  know  a  little  about 
their  negations  and  almost  nothing  about  their  affirmations.” 

The  Sadducees  said,  "There  is  no  resurrection.”  And  they  were  right-about 
themselves!  They  have  been  sunk  without  a  trace. 

The  lesson:  Nothing  negative  lasts!  Doubt,  skepticism,  denial  in  the  short  run 
may  be  a  healthy  thing  —  but  as  a  long-term  plan  it  invites  the  fate  of  the 
Sadducees,  for  where  they  is  no  expectation  of  new  life  there  is  no  new  life. 

So  much  of  our  Christian  commitment  and  morality  is  the  product  of 
deficiency,  not  of  joyous  overplus. 

I  have  never  yet  me  a  really  good  man  —  a  good  woman  —  who  wasn’t 
somehow  spilling  over,  not  hoarding  life  but  spending  it  —  not  fearing  evil  but 
trusting  goodness. 

When  Jesus  announced  His  ministry,  He  declared  that  He  had  come  to  “give 
beauty  for  ashes,  and  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning.”  May  we  accept  that  ministry 
from  His  hands! 


Sunday ,  Feb.  14, 1 988 


Human  Relations  Day  to  be  Observed 


Ministerial  Burnout  Discussed  at  Retreat 


While  multitudes  will  celebrate  the  ro¬ 
mance  of  Saint  Valentine  on  February 
14,  1988,  United  Methodists  will  cele¬ 
brate,  on  the  same  day,  a  more  encom¬ 
passing  love  through  the  church’s  annual 
observance  of  Human  Relations  Day. 

For  many  of  us,  Valentine’s  Day 
means  exchanging  affectionate  mes¬ 
sages  and  gifts  with  loved  ones.  But  the 
gifts  United  Methodists  share  through 
the  Human  Relations  Day  offering  will 
touch  lives  with  greater  impact. 

The  offering  supports  three  programs 
that  help  local  churches  and  organiza¬ 
tions  to  address  problems  and  build  posi¬ 
tive  relationships  in  communities 
throughout  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico.  The  Community  Developers  Pro¬ 
gram  received  60  percent  of  the  offer¬ 
ing’s  proceeds,  the  United  Methodist 
Voluntary  Services  Program  (UMVS)  re¬ 
ceives  35  percent,  and  the  Police-Com¬ 
munity  Relations  program  receives  5 
percent. 

About  30  community  developers  work 
through  local  churches  to  organize  food 
pantries,  cooperatives,  tutorial  pro¬ 
grams,  neighborhood  improvement  ef¬ 
forts,  voter  registration  and  assistance 
for  recent  immigrants.  By  developing  lo¬ 
cal  leadership,  community  developers 
help  churches  engage  in  ministries  with 
their  neighbors  —  sharing  concerns,  re¬ 
sources  and  solutions  to  problems. 

Through  UMVS,  20  local  community 
action  and  social  change  groups  across 
the  United  States  are  linked  to  share 


ideas,  resources,  training  and  mutual 
support.  These  diverse  groups  demon¬ 
strate  their  voluntary  commitment  to 
helping  individuals  and  communities 
achieve  social  and  economic  justice,  self- 
determination  and  self-esteem. 

The  Police-Community  Relations  Pro¬ 


gram  supports  conflict  resolution  pro¬ 
grams,  ministries  to  prisoners  and  their 
families,  and  efforts  to  improve  rela¬ 
tions  between  communities  and  law  en¬ 
forcement  agencies. 

Beyond  the  hearts  and  flowers  usually 
associated  with  Valentine's  Day,  United 


Methodists  will  reach  out  on  Feb.  14, 
1988,  in  love  and  ministry  to  people  of 
various  races  and  cultures.  Through  gifts 
to  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offering, 
United  Methodists  will  help  to  take  so¬ 
cial  and  economic  justice  to  all  persons 
and  their  troubled  communities. 


LEARNING  -r-  Willie  Holmes,  left  rear,  and  Aaron  Coales, 
right,  teach  computer  repair  to  a  student  at  Jones  Memorial 
Church,  Washington,  D.C.  This  program  is  part  of  the  Black 
Community  Developer  Program  at  Jones.  The  Community 


Developers  Program  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  receives  60  percent  of  the  Human  Relations  Day  Offer¬ 
ing,  to  be  taken  in  United  Methodist  Churches,  Feb.  14,  1988. 


"Ministerial  Burnout”  will  be  the  topic 
of  discussion  at  a  Ministers’  Retreat  to 
be  held  at  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp,  February  22-23,  1988.  Rev.  Wal¬ 
lace  E.  Chappell  of  Dallas,  Texas  will  be 


the  area  of  education  and  has  conducted 
similar  workshops  across  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction. 

Worship  services  during  the  retreat 
will  be  led  by  Julius  Jefferson  of  the 


the  resource  person  for  the  Continuiiig  Warren  United  Methodist  church  and  by 


Education  Event. 

Chappell  has  been  a  popular  speaker 
and  frequent  writer  in  both  the  Circuit 
Rider  and  the  Texas  Reporter.  Pastor  of 
the  Cochran  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church,  Chappell  has  served  the  church 
as  staff  person  for  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  has  been  a  national 
leader  in  the  fields  of  camping  and  re¬ 
creation  back-packing,  being  his  special¬ 
ty.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  and  has  been  an  active  alumni 
of  that  institution,  having  served  as 
chairperson  of  the  Alumni  Sustenation 
Fund  campaign  conducted  each  year  by 
the  school.  Chappell  has  been  previously, 
and  will  again  this  year  be  a  delegate  to 
the  General  Conference.  He  is  gifted  in 


Richard  C.  Hebert  of  Jennings  First 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  opening  session  will  be  at  10  a.m. 
on  Monday,  Feb.  22.  Adjournment  is 
scheduled  for  mid-afternoon  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  23.  Registration  is  open  to  anyone 
interested  in  discussing  the  implications 
of  "burnout"  and  in  having  fine  fellow¬ 
ship  with  fellow  ministers.  One  CEU  of 
credit  will  be  given  to  all  participants. 

Cost  for  the  retreat  is  only  $25,  which 
includes  meals,  lodging,  insurance  and 
use  of  all  camp  facilities.  Checks  should 
be  made  out  to  the  Lake  Charles  District 
and  mailed  to  the  District  Office,  816 
Kir  km  an  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA.  70601. 
Pre-registrations  will  be  appreciated. 


SPIRIT  OF  GIVING  —  Mrs.  Charles  P.  Strong,  president  of  the  New  Orleans/Sli¬ 
dell  District  Ministers’  Spouses,  standing  left,  presents  a  Christmas  gift  to  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Stone  Caraway,  standing,  right.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Terrence  S.  August  are  seated  in 
the  foreground.  The  event  was  held  at  First  Church,  New  Orleans. 


Four  Louisiana  Methodists  Serve  in  Mission  Projects  in  Nicaragua 


Recently,  four  Louisiana  United  Meth¬ 
odists  followed  up  two  years  of  letter- 
writing  by  visiting  several  churches, 
missionaries  and  mission  projects  in  Nic¬ 
aragua.  The  1985  Annual  Conference  Ses¬ 
sion  requested  that  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
establish  contact  with  the  churches  in 
Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador. 

This  began  with  the  churches  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  after  discovering  there  were  no 
Methodist  congregations  there.  Letters 
were  written  over  a  two-year  period  to 
Tomas  H.  Tellez,  the  Executive  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Nicara¬ 
gua.  Rev.  Willis  Dear,  Chairman  of  the 
Peace  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Church 
and  Society,  and  Tomas  Tellez  decided  to 
exchange  visits  if  this  could  be  ar¬ 
ranged.  Tellez  invited  Louisiana  Method- 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  hosted  a  National  Adminis¬ 
trative  meeting  for  the  Bethel  Bible  Se¬ 
ries  on  Jan.  21,  1988.  Dr.  F.  Peter 
Brinkman,  Bethel  Series  president  was 
the  seminar  leader.  Currently,  20  mem¬ 
bers  of  Bethany  are  participating  in  the 
Study.  Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  is  the 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  holiday  season  was  made  brighter 
for  numerous  Lake  Charles  residents 
with  clothing  donated  by  the  Warren 
United  Methodist  Church’s  and  Horn- 
beck's  United  Methodist  Women’s 
groups.  The  clothing  give-away  was  held 
at  Warren  in  December.  Warren  UMW 
also  distributed  gifts  to  80  patients  at 
Moss  Regional  Hospital  in  Lake  Charles 
on  Christmas  Eve.  Mary  L.  Jones  is  the 
president  of  the  Warren  UMW  and  Rev. 
Julius  Jefferson  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  new  youth  music  ensemble  has  been 
established  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Lake  Charles,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Michael  Rudd,  Organist-Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Music  Ministries.  The  group 
gave  its  debut  presentation  in  Novem- 


ists  to  visit,  and  four  from  University 
and  First  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Baton  Rouge  made  the  trip,  last  year. 

The  American  Baptist  Church  from 
the  United  States  brought  Christ  to  Nica¬ 
ragua  as  a  protestant  expression  in  1903. 
The  Louisiana  Group  was  hosted  on  Sat¬ 
urday  and  Sunday  morning  by  the  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  where  Rev.  Willis  Dear 
preached  on  Sunday  morning.  The  con¬ 
gregation  had  some  150  or  more  present. 
The  University  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  has  initiated  a  sister  or 
covenant  relationship  with  the  Bethel 
Baptist  Church  of  Managua.  Two  from 
the  Louisiana  group,  Hilda  Arndt  and 
Mary  Reilly,  represented  the  University 
UMC  in  this  visit.  Stan  Williams  from 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  did  most  of 
the  camera  work. 


The  group  met  missionaries  from 
American  Baptist,  United  Methodist 
Presbyterian,  United  Church  of  Christ 
and  the  Brethren  Churches.  They  work 
hand-in-hand  through  CEPAD  (sa  pod), 
the  Evangelical  Committee  for  Aid  and 
Development,  which  was  initiated  during 
the  1972  earthquake  with  21  protestant 
denominations  and  14  protestant  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  Bread  for  the  World  and 
Habitat  for  Humanity. 

Tellez  will  reciprocate  the  visit  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodists  at  the  June  1988 
Annual  Conference  Session  of  Louisiana 
Methodism  at  the  invitation  of  our  late 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood  and  our  resi¬ 
dent  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint.  The  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  will  be  responsible 
for  hosting  his  visit.  Tomas  will  itinerate 
United  Methodist  Churches  for  a  week  to 


|“ February  Conference  Calendar' j 


Board  of  Ministry  In-Parish  Visits 
Ministers'  Week,  Dallas 
Visitation  Training  in  Local  Churches 
Laity  Week,  SMU,  Dallas 

Small  Membership  Church  Workshop,  Winnfield,  10:00  a.m. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Subscription  Campaign 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute  Board  of  Trustees,  El  Paso,  Texas 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Ministers/Spouses  Valentine  Banquet 

UMW  Mid-year  Executive  Committee  Meeting 

Bible  School  Training  Event,  Grace  Church,  Ruston 

Human  Relations  Day 

Visitation  Program  in  Local  Churches 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  Program;  Dr.  Ken  Jones, 
speaker 

Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building 
Bible  School  Training  Event.  Baton  Rouge 

Conference  Disaster  Workshop,  First  Church,  New  Orleans.  10:00  a.m.- 
4:00  p.m. 

Conference  Disaster  Workshop.  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.- 
4:00  p.m. 

Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 
Conference  Disaster  Workshop,  First  Church,  Crowley,  10:00  a.m.-4:00  p.m. 
Conference  Disaster  Workshop,  Trinity  Church,  Ruston.  10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Hearing  Committee  Meeting, 
Newman  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


ber,  using  arrangements  of  Amy  Grant 
and  Hank  Beebe.  The  ensemble  consists 
of  a  set  of  drums,  lead  and  harmony 
singers,  electric  guitar,  and  the  church’s 
new  Ensoniq  synthesizer  together  with  a 
new  sanctuary  sound  system,  which  is 
also  used  for  the  total  music  program,  as 
well  as  for  contemporary  sounds  in  wor¬ 
ship.  This  ensemble  is  composed  of  both 
MYF  and  non-church  members  alike. 
The  contemporary  approach  has  gener¬ 
ated  greater  response  from  the  youth 
than  traditional  youth  choir  or  handbells, 
and  plans  are  underway  to  utilize  these 
talents  for  a  new  contemporary  worship 
service  in  the  future.  Thought  is  being 
given  to  the  selection  of  an  appropriate 
name  for  this  new  group.  After  the  re¬ 
hearsal  on  Sundays  at  4:30,  a  pizza  sup¬ 
per  is  served  to  the  youth  by  Senior 
Minister  Henry  Bowdon,  Jr.,  followed  by 
evening  worship  and  MYF. 

The  Springfield  United  Methodist 
Church  houses  an  emergency  Food  Bank 
for  the  needy.  The  other  two  churches  on 
this  charge,  Huff  Chapel  and  Maurepas, 
join  with  Springfield  to  stock  the  pantry 
with  donations  of  non-perishable  foods. 
Applicants  are  screened  as  to  their  needs 


and  an  index  card  is  kept  on  file  with 
pertinent  information  about  each  appli¬ 
cant.  An  invitation  to  church  and  general 
concern  is  expressed  by  the  pastor,  Rev. 
Dale  Holstein  or  by  Mrs.  Rougine  Burns, 
who  maintains  the  pantry.  The  Spring- 
field  Food  Pantry  is  a  mission  to  help  the 
basic  needs  of  our  unemployed. 

•  •  * 

The  Mt.  Olive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bastrop  celebrated  the  birth 


10  days  following  the  1988  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Session. 

If  your  church  would  like  to  have  Tel¬ 
lez  speak  about  the  work  of  the  churches 
in  Nicaragua  during  that  time  period, 
please  write  or  call  Rev.  Wills  Dear  at 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  306  Franklinton,  LA.  70438,  or 
call  (504)  839-3661.  Rev.  Dear  will  be  glad 
to  arrange  a  day  and  a  time  for  a  visit. 
Tellez  speaks  very  good  English  and  will 
not  need  a  translator. 

If  your  church  would  like  to  hear  the 
story  and  see  the  slides  of  the  Louisiana 
group  who  visited  the  churches  in  Nica¬ 
ragua,  please  write  or  call  Rev.  Dear.  He 
will  have  one  of  the  team  members  visit 
a  class  or  group  in  your  church. 


of  Jesus  in  a  Christmas  Candlelighting 
Service  entitled  "Unto  Us”  by  Shirley  N. 
Morgan  Jr.,  in  December.  The  service  in¬ 
cluded  traditional  Christmas  carols, 
scripture  readings  and  prayers.  The 
choir  presented  special  music  “Rise  Up 
Shepherd"  by  J.  B.  Herbert  for  the  an¬ 
them  and  the  message  was  delivered  by 
the  pastor.  Rev.  Woodrow  Harmon  Jr. 
Miss  Grace  A.  Reese,  organist,  served  as 
the  directress  of  the  service. 


CrossLines  Ministry  Announces  Address 
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The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  an¬ 
nounces  the  new  CrossLines  Ministry  Di¬ 
rector,  Rev.  Janice  Cain  has  her  office  at 


Istrouma  United  Methodist,  3175  Scenic 
Highway,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70805.  Her 
office  telephone  number  is  (504)  355-9472. 


In  Memoriam 


Rev.  Carey  Austin  Martin,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  January  12,  1988.  Rev.  Martin  was 
68  years  old  and  is  survived  by  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Bobbie  B.  Martin.  Services  were  held 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Den¬ 
ham  Springs  on  Thursday,  January  14. 


Rev.  William  Paul  Cassels,  retired  as¬ 
sociate  member  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  died  January  21.  1988.  Rev.  Cassels 
was  82  years  old.  He  is  survived  by  his 
wife.  Mary  M.  Cassels.  Services  were 
held  at  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church. 
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Where’s  U.S.  leaders’  moral  courage  on  Israeli  violence? 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 
Israeli  security  police  chase  Palestinian  women  and  men  after  using  tear 
gas  against  them  during  recent  demonstrations  in  the  Gaza  Strip.  Six  peo¬ 
ple  were  shot.  U.S.  Christians  should  denounce  Israeli  violence  against  Pal¬ 
estinian  Arabs  and  call  for  U.S.  political  influence  to  end  that  policy. 


The  Israeli  government's  recent  brutal¬ 
ity  against  Palestinian  Arabs  is  matched 
only  by  the  apparent  lack  of  moral  cour¬ 
age  to  denounce  such  outrages  by  U.S.  po¬ 
litical  leaders  of  both  parties. 

Fortunately  the  same  deafening  si¬ 
lence  is  not  found  among  American  reli¬ 
gious  leaders.  Even  some  Jewish  leaders 
have  raised  their  voices  against  state- 
sanctioned  violence  in  Israel  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  29  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

We  join  them  in  deploring  Israel's  un¬ 
justified  deportation  of  Palestinians 
from  the  Gaza  Strip  and  the  West  Bank. 
Likewise  efforts  to  justify  Israeli  sol¬ 
diers'  killing  of  38  unarmed  Palestinians 
and  the  beating  of  some  200  others. 

Two  statements  about  this  situation 
are  particularly  notable: 

•  Rabbi  Alexander  N.  Schindler,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations,  has  declared  the  Israelis’ 
violent  tactics  to  be  “an  offense  to  the 
Jewish  spirit  . . .  [that]  violates  every 
principle  of  human  decency.” 

•The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  has  ob¬ 
served  that  the  U.S.  government  sup¬ 
ports  the  Israeli  government  "on  an 
unprecedented  scale”  and  therefore 
must  be  held  “accountable  for  propping 
up  a  government  that  has  robbed  Arab 
citizens  of  land  and  human  rights.” 

Rabbi  Schindler  rightly  states  that  Is¬ 
raeli  violence  against  Palestinians  in 
Gaza  and  the  West  Bank  far  exceeds  any 
legitimate  use  of  state-sanctioned  force. 
That’s  true  even  though  such  tactics  un¬ 
derstandably  have  developed  out  of  Isra¬ 
el’s  own  fight  for  survival  in  a  hostile 
environment.  Most  of  the  Arab  world  de- 
r.  s  Israel’s  right  even  to  exist,  and 
Arab-backed  terrorism  is  a  daily  threat 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


to  the  Israeli  people. 

Of  all  people,  however,  the  Israelis 
should  understand  and  appreciate  the 
pain  of  people  with  no  land  to  call 
"home." 

The  Palestinians’  sticks-and-stones  pro¬ 
tests  against  increasingly  repressive  mea¬ 
sures  do  not  justify  the  brutality  unleashed 
against  them  by  Israeli  security  forces. 
Nor  do  such  protests  justify  continued  de¬ 
nial  by  Israeli  leaders  of  the  Palestinians' 
basic  right  to  be  treated  as  human  beings. 

Israel’s  perpetuation  of  such  policies 
constitutes  a  twofold  irony. 

First,  the  history  of  the  Israeli  nation 
is  rooted  in  the  Old  Testament  vision  of 
a  God  who  wills  justice  and  peace  for 
all— and  particularly  for  people  dispos¬ 
sessed  of  a  homeland. 

Second,  those  who  repeatedly  call  on 
others  to  lament  a  holocaust  that  vic¬ 
timized  6  million  of  their  people  50 
years  ago  now  appear  to  be  perpetrating 
a  kind  of  holocaust  of  their  own. 

While  outcries  by  religious  leaders 
against  repressive  Israeli  policies  are  on 
target,  they  are  not  sufficient  by  them¬ 
selves.  The  one  entity  on  earth  that  could 
effectively  influence  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  to  adopt  more  humane  policies— 
the  United  States  government— has  not 
done  so. 

Most  of  our  nation's  leaders— and 
would-be  leaders— perhaps  fearing  nega¬ 
tive  consequences  at  the  polls,  have  re¬ 
mained  silent  and  passive. 

As  Christian  peacemakers  and  as  citi¬ 
zens,  we  should  urge  our  political  leaders 
in  both  parties,  and  in  both  the  executive 
and  legislative  branches  of  government, 
to  muster  the  moral  courage  to  end  their 
silence. 

We  should  urge  them  to  rebuke  the  Is¬ 
raeli  government  for  its  morally  bank¬ 


rupt  policies  toward  Palestinian  Arabs. 

And  we  should  urge  them  to  bring  to 
bear  the  full  weight  of  American  politi¬ 


cal  and  economic  influence  to  promote 
policies  that  will  ensure  the  rights  of  all 
peoples  living  within  Israel’s  borders. 


Publisher’s  global  view  of  faith  pointed  out 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Jan.  22  issue  a  letter  by  Hugh 
Hookway  Jr.  states  dismay  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House  has 
signed  a  distribution  agreement  with  Or- 
bis  Books. 

The  reason  for  his  dismay  is  the  claim 
that  Orbis  Books  is  "anything  but  Chris¬ 
tian"  and  that  it  consistently  publishes 
materials  promoting  Marxism. 

As  an  Orbis  author  (“Good  News  is  Bad 
News  is  Good  News,"  1980)  and  a  frequent 
reader  of  Orbis  publications,  I  take  strong 
exception  to  Mr.  Hookway’s  claim. 

Well-informed  Orbis  readers  know 
that  Orbis  is  the  primary  publisher  of  the 
Third  World  theologians,  offering  in 
print  a  profoundly  biblical  framework. 

Orbis  authors  include  Rubem  Alves, 
Juan  Luis  Segundo,  Frederick  Herzog, 
James  Cone.  Allan  Boesak,  Marianne 
Katoppo.  Kosuke  Koyama,  Dom  Helder 
Camara,  Dorothee  Solle  and  Gustavo  Gu¬ 
tierrez.  The  faith  credentials  of  these 
writers  are  well-attested  and  grounded. 

It  is  accurate  to  say  that  there  are 
some  Third  World  theologians  who  use 
Marxist  class  analysis  as  one  tool  of  un¬ 
derstanding  society— but  within  the  bib¬ 
lical  framework  of  shalom,  justice  and 
liberation.  It  is  my  claim  that  Orbis  con¬ 
sistently  offers  a  global  view  of  a  faith 
relevant  to  some  of  the  great  issues  of 
our  time  on  a  sound  biblical  foundation. 

In  the  final  analysis  the  conscientious 
reader  must  decide  the  merits  of  any 
publishing  house  for  him/herself  on  the 
basis  of  a  fair  sampling  and  reading. 
That  I  encourage. 

William  K.  McElvaney 
Dallas,  Texas 

Pro  male  bias  lamented 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  15  "My  Witness"  column  was 
well-written  and  inspiring. 
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It  saddened  me,  however,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  chose  to  exclude  the  last  half  of  the 
biblical  verse  he  quoted,  Galatians  3:28: 
"There  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  slave 
nor  free,  male  nor  female,  for  you  are  all 
one  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

Eliminating  the  very  appropriate 
"male  nor  female”  portion  of  that  verse 
reflects  a  pro-male  bias. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  begun 
to  address’  the  equality  of  women  in  the 
church.  However,  we  have  a  long  way  to 
go.  I  hope  we  will  strengthen  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  women’s  inclusion  in  the  church 
by  making  it  a  priority  issue  at  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  in  St.  Louis  this  spring. 

Margo  McNeil 
Florissant,  Missouri 

Nitpicking  not  applauded 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  with  sadness  a  recent  arti¬ 
cle  and  letters  in  the  Reporter  express¬ 
ing  disdain  for  applause  during  worship 
service  (see  UMR.  Jan.  1  and  Jan.  29). 

Since  "Amen"  and  applause  are  synon¬ 
ymous  (both  expressing  hearty  approv¬ 
al),  do  those  people  also  object  to 
"Amen"  being  said  during  the  service 
from  congregational  members? 

Let  us  hope  all  congregations  are  led 
during  their  worship  services  by  the 
Holy  Spirit.  I  would  personally  consider 
any  "rules"  regarding  response  during 
worship  as  interference  with  my  right  to 
respond  as  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Suppose  an  angel  of  the  Lord  came 
around  grading  the  churches  ”hot,” 
“lukewarm”  or  "cold.”  Which  type 
church  would  be  more  likely  to  receive 
top  marks  of  "hot”— one  that  breaks  into 
hearty  applause  following  a  special  choir 
number  or  a  church  so  still  and  quiet 
that  you  can  hear  a  face  crack  that  for¬ 
gets  and  smiles? 

Instead  of  nitpicking,  let’s  get  back  to 
the  commission  we  were  given  of  spread¬ 
ing  the  Good  News. 

Mrs.  Jeff  L.  Anderson 
Pampa,  Texas 

Worship  is  sacred 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  impressed  with  what  Tim 
Morrison  said  in  the  Jan.  1  “Here  I 


Stand”  headlined,  “No  performers  in 
worship." 

It  has  always  made  me  a  little  sick  to 
see  in  a  newspaper,  often  with  the  photo¬ 
graph,  that  such-and-such  a  choir  or 
singers  will  "perform"  at  such-and-such 
a  service— usually  followed  by  great  ap¬ 
plause.  To  me,  worship  is  far  more  sa¬ 
cred  than  performance. 

Waid  Radford 
Beaver,  Ohio 

Right,  left  compared 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  Houston  Declaration 
signed  by  50  pastors  and  reported  in  the 
Dec.  25  Reporter  is  a  perfect  illustration 
of  some  of  the  principles  of  social  psy¬ 
chology  that  indicate  the  dis-eases  of  the 
Far  Right  are  exactly  like  those  of  the 
Far  Left. 

Namely:  The  self-righteousness,  the 
consummate  arrogance  in  imputing  in¬ 
tellectual  superiority,  the  tunnel  vision, 
the  excessive  language  of  denunciation 
of  one's  opponents,  the  inability  to  think 
with  one's  brain  instead  of  one’s  blood 
and  the  inability  to  obey  the  simple  laws 
of  logic— just  to  name  a  few. 

Thank  you  for  informing  your  readers 
on  all  points  of  view  of  the  serious  issues 
that  face  us  in  these  exciting  days. 

Kenneth  E.  Hoover 
Sun  City,  Arizona 


More  power  to  them! 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  a  real  thrill  to  read  in  the  Dec. 
25  issue  of  the  Reporter  the  article  head¬ 
lined,  “50  pastors  issue  ‘declaration’  on  ‘3 
doctrinal  certainties.’  ” 

That  is  the  first  real  sign  I  have  read 
that  some  of  our  pastors  are  willing  to 
take  a  stand  againft  the  loud  and  demand¬ 
ing  pressure  groups  that  are  undermining 
and  redirecting  the  life  of  our  church. 

I  know  that  most  of  us  lay  members 
have  become  more  alarmed  in  recent 
years  over  the  actions  of  some  of  our 
general  boards  and  the  direction  in 
which  they  are  leading  us.  To  think  that 
some  of  our  pastors  finally  realize  that  is 
a  very  cheerful,  positive  note  on  which  to 
begin  a  new  year.  More  power  to  them!! 

Marjorie  Kasameyer 
Warwick,  Rhode  Island 

The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and 
address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit, 
condense  or  not  publish  any  letters  re¬ 
ceived. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Now  look  at  who’s  an  older  church  member 


"Can  I  help  you  with  your  bags, 
Ma'am?"  the  young  man  said. 

"Ma'am”!  "Was  this  guy  talking  to 
me?"  I  thought.  "Do  I  look  that  old?" 
Then.  I  looked  behind  me  and  from  side- 
to-side.  No  one  else  was  standing  nearby 
with  a  suitcase.  I  concluded  that  he  had 
to  be  talking  to  me. 

"Rev.  (Paul)  Easley  (the  chaplain  of 
Clark  College  in  Atlanta)  said  a  Clarkite 
may  be  needing  some  help,  since  you 
have  your  computer  equipment  and  all 
that  other  stuff  to  carry  around,"  the 
young  man  said.  “So  I’m  here  to  help." 

I  couldn’t  believe  it!  I  was  attending  a 
national  student  meeting  in  St.  Louis  over 
the  Christmas  holidays.  Suddenly,  I  realized 
that  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  registered 
participants  were  younger  than  I  was! 

Since  February  1987  when  I  joined  the 
Reporter  writing  staff,  all  the  national 
meetings  I'd  covered  involved  United 
Methodists  older  than  I  (over  35).  In  fact, 
as  I've  researched  my  stories,  seldom 
have  I  found  UMs  in  any  decision-mak¬ 
ing  capacity  fitting  the  category  of 
"young  adults. " 

So  I  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  meet 
and  to  interview  people  of  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  who  wouldn't  start  off  the  con¬ 
versation  by  saying  to  me,  "Now  what 
can  I  do  for  you,  young  lady?” 

However,  the  tables  were  turned  on 
me  during  the  gathering  in  St.  Louis. 


As  the  week  progressed,  I  began  to 
feel  that  maybe  I  deserved  the  title  of 
"ma’am.”  At  first  I 
wasn't  very  open- 
minded  to  some  of 
the  activities 
planned  for  this 
meeting  and  to  the 
dress  and  manner¬ 
isms  of  the  partici¬ 
pants. 

For  example,  the 
list  of  sessions  ranged  from  praising  the 
Lord  while  jogging  through  the  streets  of 
St.  Louis  (in  20  degree  temperatures)  at  7 
each  morning  to  a  service  of  "compline" 
at  11  o'clock  each  night.  That  service 
was  intended  for  reflecting  on  God’s 
grace  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

But  in  between  the  late-night  cider 
sips  and  pizza  parties,  there  were  more 
traditional  things,  too— like  sessions  on 
how  to  pray,  how  to  use  the  Scriptures 
and  how  to  plan  and  lead  worship. 

One  workshop  session  that  really 
caught  my  attention  was  led  by  Ken 
Guest,  a  student  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  on  "Young  Adults  and  the 
Church:  Leaders  Now." 

Ken  attributes  his  love  and  knowledge 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  being 
a  "pk"  (preacher's  kid)  from  the  Florida 
Annual  Conference.  But  he's  done  a  lot 
on  his  own.  He’s  served  as  a  short-term 


missionary  in  China  and  is  a  contributing 
editor  to  a  church  publication. 

What  advice  did  he  give  his  audience 
of  young  adults  on  becoming  effective 
leaders  in  the  United  Methodist  Church? 

"We  don't  need  people  to  make  us  who 
they  are,"  said  Ken.  “Young  adults  need 
someone  who  will  open  doors  for  them 
by  encouraging  them  to  use  their  gifts 
for  the  Lord. 

"If  we  deny  young  people  the  right  to 
express  themselves  as  United  Method¬ 
ists,  then  that  is  the  end  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

I  agree  100  percent.  I’m  a  writer  at  the 
Reporter  partly  because  another  "pk” 
invited  me  to  his  father’s  congregation  to 
prove  to  me  that  I,  too,  could  "express 
myself”  as  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

That  pastor  (who  later  became  my  fa¬ 
ther-in-law)  let  me  "tinker”  with  his 
church  newsletter  to  spark  my  interest 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church  while  let¬ 
ting  me  use  my  gifts  to  interpret  the 
news  of  the  church  to  its  members. 

My  ideas  and  mannerisms  probably  ap¬ 
peared  "strange”  to  some  older  folks  in 
that  congregation.  Who  would  have 
thought  that  10  years  later  I’d  be  an  "old¬ 
er  member"  expressing  similar  thoughts 
in  a  United  Methodist  newspaper  about 
the  coming  generation  of  church  leaders? 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Denise  Stovall 
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My  Witness 


Familiar  faith  lesson 
found  on  foreign  soil 


By  CINDY  MONTGOMERY 

In  December  1986,  my  husband  was 
faced  with  a  decision.  Layoffs  and  trans¬ 
fers  were  being  rumored  at  his  job.  He 
knew  that  to  make 
his  own  decision 
about  his  job,  he 
needed  to  consider 
an  overseas  position. 

He  had  been  sta¬ 
tioned  in  West  Ger¬ 
many  10  years 
before  and  had  want¬ 
ed  to  return  some¬ 
day.  Now  seemed  to 
consider  that  option. 

There  were  many  factors  to  consider 
in  our  decision  about  a  three-year  com¬ 
mitment  to  employment  overseas. 
Schooling  for  our  four  children,  adequate 
housing,  medical  care  and  a  myriad  of 
other  things  came  to  mind. 

Another  important  factor  for  us  was 
the  availability  of  a  church  home.  Our 
kids  had  always  enjoyed  an  extended 
family  in  our  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  To  be  without  that  was  going  to 
leave  a  void  in  all  our  lives. 

Around  that  time,  I  read  an  article  in 
the  Reporter  about  a  Methodist  retreat 
in  West  Germany. 

I  wrote  to  the  Reporter  early  in  1987 
about  that  retreat  and  was  given  the 
name  of  a  contact  person  in  the  Frank¬ 
furt  area  where  we  would  be  living.  I 
filed  it  away  for  future  reference. 

My  husband  accepted  the  position  in 
Frankfurt  and  flew  there  in  July  1987.  I 
stayed  behind  with  our  kids  to  give  him 
time  to  find  housing.  In  the  ensuing 
month,  my  husband  found  a  house  to  fit 
our  needs.  In  August,  we  flew  to  Germa¬ 
ny  to  join  him. 

In  the  meantime  my  husband  had  con¬ 


tacted  the  name  I  had  given  him  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  It  turned 
out  that  the  man,  the  Rev.  W.  Dan 
Franks,  lived  in  the  very  town  we  did.  In 
a  metropolitan  area  as  large  as  Frank¬ 
furt,  that’s  truly  a  miracle! 

Through  our  contact  with  Mr.  Franks, 
we  have  become  active  in  the  Laity 
Abroad  program  sponsored  by  the  UMC 
in  West  Germany.  It  is  a  pilot  program 
sponsored  by  three  different  branches  of 
the  church.  It  is  a  joint  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  American  church  and  the  German 
church  to  bring  Methodists  together  as  a 
part  of  the  global  church  in  the  spirit  of 
John  Wesley. 

We  have  also  found  a  regular  church 
family  at  the  chapel  on  the  American  fa¬ 
cility  where  my  husband  works.  We  wor¬ 
ship  there  as  a  family  each  Sunday. 

The  first  Sunday  that  we  were  all  to¬ 
gether  in  Germany,  we  attended  chapel. 
The  chaplain  read  as  part  of  the  Scrip¬ 
ture  lesson  a  very  significant  verse  to 
me. 

It  was  Romans  8:38-39:  "For  I  am  suile 
that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  things  present,  ndr 
things  to  come,  nor  powers,  nor  height, 
nor  depth,  nor  anything  else  in  all  cre¬ 
ation,  will  be  able  to  separate  us  froth 
the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord." 

Though  separated  by  several  thousand 
miles  from  my  home,  I  was  reassured  by 
all  that  had  taken  place  that  this  word 
was  true. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  i 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Cindy  Montgomery  is  a  member  of 
Aldersgate  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Arlington.  Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference)  and  currently  lives  in  Frank¬ 
furt.  Germany. 


Here  I  Stand 

Beware:  ‘Sexual  revolution’ 


isn’t  over,  merely  on  hold 

By  ROY  DELAMOTTE  death,  because  we  have  been  fellow  sol- 


When  ministers  and  moralists  pro¬ 
claim,  “AIDS  has  ended  the  sexual  revo¬ 
lution!  The  new  morality  is  dead! 
Commitment  and  fidelity  are  back!”  I  re¬ 
main  seated. 

The  “new  morality”  was  nothing  but  a 
very  old  view  that  whatever  brings  me 
pleasure  is  right  and  whatever  brings  me 
unhappiness  is  wrong. 

But  genuine  morality  holds  that  fidelity 
to  a  vow  is  of  value  in  itself,  is  of  divine  ori¬ 
gin  and  is  not  sustained  by  future  rewards 
or  nullified  by  future  penalties.  Hence,  we 
take  our  vows  "in  the  presence  of  God”  and 
“for  better,  for  worse,  for  richer,  for  poor¬ 
er,  in  sickness  and  in  health.” 

The  ’60s  view  was  that  should  either 
party  cease  to  provide  pleasure  because 
of  poverty,  illness  or  some  new  attach¬ 
ment,  the  vow  was  no  longer  binding. 

Then  came  acquired  immune  deficien¬ 
cy  syndrome,  and  moralists  now  tell  us 
that  the  sinners  have  learned  their  lesson 
and  are  endorsing  fidelity.  But  have  they 
learned  that  betrayal  and  disloyalty  and 
ingratitude  are  wrong  in  themselves— or 
merely  that  they  may  bring  trouble  on 
the  betrayer? 

I  am  not  faithful  to  my  wife  because  In¬ 
fidelity  might  give  me  AIDS.  I  am  faithful 
because  we  took  vows  before  God  that  we 
would  love  and  honor  each  other  until 


diers  in  the  battle  of  life  and  because  true 
marriage  is  the  sharing  of  joys  and  sor¬ 
rows,  wins  and  losses,  dreams  that  came 
true  and  hopes  forever  deferred. 

In  spite  of  AIDS,  the  adulterous  and 
promiscuous  people  of  our  day  still  have 
the  same  goal  in  life  and  the  same  view 
of  how  it  should  be  attained,  but  they  are 
serving  an  indeterminate  sentence  in  a 
prison  whose  bars  are  disease  and  deat^i. 
Their  fidelity  is  involuntary,  and  being 
locked  up  has  rarely  been  known  to  im¬ 
prove  character. 

Hence,  the  inevitable  discovery  of  a  cure 
for  AIDS  will  some  day  loose  upon  society 
a  period  of  debauchery  that  will  make  the 
’60s  seem  downright  puritanical. 

No,  the  sexual  revolution  isn’t  over; 
it’s  just  been  put  on  hold.  It  will  be  over 
when  its  devotees  see  life  differently,  ex¬ 
perience  the  self-respect  that  comes 
from  loyalty  and  put  peace  above  happi¬ 
ness.  But  these  are  positive  insights  that 
mere  fear  can  never  create. 

Their  creation  is  the  task  of  the 
church,  and  her  instruments  are  the  life, 
the  love,  the  suffering,  the  death  and  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord. 

The  Rev.  Roy  DeLamotte  is  a  ministe¬ 
rial  member  of  the  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  on  special  appointment  to  Paine 
College  in  Augusta,  Ga. 


Mission  Communications  Is 

.  .  .  your  one-stop  public  relations 
and  communications  studio. 

Mission  Communications  can  fill  the 
gaps  of  your  communication  efforts 
through  a  coordinated  program  of 
advertising,  promotion,  and  public 
relations.  Mission  Communications  has 
the  manpower,  experience  and 
equipment  to  provide  you  with  full 
printing,  production,  typesetting,  layout 
and  design  services  for  your  brochures, 
calendars,  tabloid  publications, 
magazines,  logos,  stationery,  etc. 


“Our  ministry  is  enhancing  your  ministry ” 

Contact:  Tom  Gibson  (2i4)  630-6495 
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Gifts  top  $100  million 

United  Methodists  underwrite  20  programs 


United  MethodUt  News  Service 
EVANSTON,  III —United  Method¬ 
ists  In  the  United  States  and  Puerto 
Rico  gave  more  than  $100  million 
during  1987  to  underwrite  20  domes¬ 
tic  and  international  programs  of 
their  church. 

The  total  of  $100,267,023  Is  1.14 
percent  more  than  In  1986,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  report  released  Jan.  28  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  with  headquarters 
in  Evanston. 


In  addition  to  the  $100  million  for 
national  and  international  pro¬ 
grams,  an  estimated  $2,4  billion  was 
given  by  church  members  during 
1987  for  local  and  regional  pro¬ 
grams  and  operating  expenses. 

Largest  single  item  In  the  fiscal 
report  for  1987  was  almost  $37,5 
million  for  World  Service,  the  de¬ 
nomination's  basic  program  fund. 
The  total,  91  percent  of  the  goal, 
was  an  increase  of  almost  6  percent 
above  1987. 


1987,  1986  totals  compared 

Following  are  1987  totals  for  United  Methodist  giving  to  the 
church’s  general  funds  and  percentage  comparisons  with  1986  totals: 
World  Service— $37,489,442,  up  5.85  percent; 

Ministerial  Education— $12,815,867,  up  3.58  percent; 

Black  Colleges— $6,851,266,  up  4.93  percent; 

Mlsslonal  Priority— $2,615,270,  down  1.65  percent; 

Temporary  General  Aid— $508,361,  down  8.72  percent; 

Episcopal  Fund— $6,973,185,  down  3.13  percent; 

General  Administration— $2,869,120,  up  0.03  percent; 
Interdenominational  Cooperation— $1,010,023,  up  0.51  percent; 
Human  Relations  Day— $592,034,  down  1.09  percent; 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing— $2,767,979,  up  1.41  percent; 

World  Communion— $1,082,508,  down  16.78  percent; 

Student  Day—  $511,648,  down  12.76  percent; 

World  Order  Sunday— $104,034,  down  22.32  percent; 

World  Missions  Advance  Specials— $11,198,507,  up  1.39  percent; 
National  Missions  Advance  Specials— $3,915,284,  up  4.45  percent; 

UM  Committee  on  Relief— $7,885,633,  down  22.71  percent; 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis— $866,284  (new  on  report); 

Youth  Service — $135,966,  up  7.50  percent; 

World  Service  Specials — $56,325,  up  343.75  percent; 

Lovely  Lane  Restoration — $18,339,  down  55.68  percent. 
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UM  support  asked  for  Palestinians 

Worship  services,  4 concrete  action ’  recommended  by  mission  board 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being  asked  to 
join  in  prayer,  fasting  and  support  for 
Palestinian  people  caught  in  the  struggle 
between  Palestinians  and  Israelis  in  the 
occupied  West  Bank  and  Gaza  areas  of 
Israel. 

Bishop  James  Mase  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area),  president  of  the  UM  world  mission 
board,  and  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
the  board’s  chief  executive,  issued  the 
call  in  Mailgrams  Jan.  28.  The  messages 
went  to  UM  bishops  and  directors  of  the 
church’s  world  mission  board. 

The  Mailgrams  cited  “brutal  repres¬ 
sion  and  deep  human  suffering”  in  the 
homeland  of  the  Christian  church. 

Bishop  Ault  and  Dr.  Nugent  urged  UM 
leaders  to  "ask  all  local  churches  to  ex¬ 
press  their  concern  and  solidarity  as 
soon  as  possible  in  worship  services  and 
in  concrete  action." 

Appeal  comes  from  Jerusalem 

The  mission  board  officials  issued  the 
call  in  response  to  an  urgent  appeal  from 
leaders  of  Jerusalem’s  Christian  commu¬ 
nities.  It  was  transmitted  through  the 
Middle  East  Council  of  Churches  head¬ 
quarters  in  Limassol,  Cyprus. 

The  Jerusalem  church  leaders  called 
for  Jan.  24-31  observances,  including: 

•  A  week  of  prayer  for  justice  and 
peace. 

•  A  day  of  fasting  and  self-denial,  with 
any  money  saved  to  be  given  to  help  resi¬ 
dents  in  refugee  camps  on  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  Strip. 


•  A  special  worship  service  featuring 
prayer  and  preaching  and  a  special  of¬ 
fering  to  support  "needy  brothers  and 
sisters"  in  the  region. 

Gabriel  Habib,  head  of  the  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches  office  in  Cy¬ 
prus,  also  asked  for  donations  of  money 
for  food,  medical  supplies  and  "human 
services  relief"  for  needy  Palestinian 
families. 

The  United  Methodist  community  in 
North  Africa  is  a  member  of  the  Middle 
East  Council  of  Churches. 

United  Methodist  officials  in  New 
York  said,  "Since  we  received  this  ap¬ 
peal  only  on  Jan.  25,  we  realize  that  we 
cannot  transmit  it  to  all  of  our  United 
Methodist  churches  in  time  for  them  to 
be  in  prayer  with  our  Palestinian  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  during  the  dates  set.” 

But  Bishop  Ault  and  Dr.  Nugent  called 
for  church  leaders  to  relay  Mr.  Habib's 
appeal,  as  well  as  the  statement  issued 
by  Jerusalem  church  leaders,  to  local 
congregations. 

'Loving  support’  to  be  shown 

"Let  us  express  our  loving  support  in 
deeds  and  words,"  Bishop  Ault  and  Dr. 
Nugent  said  in  their  Mailgram. 

United  Methodists  may  make  dona¬ 
tions  to  several  church-relief  Advance 
Special  projects  on  the  West  Bank  and 
the  Gaza  Strip,  they  said. 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  relief  agency,  said  "funds 
are  desperately  needed"  for  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  Refugee  Program  (Advance  Special 
No.  601727). 


"Second-mile”  contributions  to  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  projects  are  used  solely 
for  the  projects  designated.  Gifts  can  be 
sent  through  local  church  treasurers  to 
specific  accounts  numbered  for  each 
project. 

Other  United  Methodist  Committee  On 
Relief  projects  include  a  Palestine  Youth 
Program  (No.  616728)  in  the  Gaza  Strip, 
targeted  at  young  men  and  families; 
Family  Service  Centers  (No.  616469), 
which  feature  maternal  and  child  health 
activities;  and  a  West  Bank  Land  pro¬ 
gram  (No.  627628),  which  helps  farmers 
reclaim  and  improve  marginal  land. 

Leaders  take  stand 

The  statement  issued  from  church 
leaders  in  Jerusalem  said,  "‘We,  the 
heads  of  the  Christian  communities  in 
Jerusalem,  would  like  to  express  in  all 
honesty  and  clarity  that  we  take  our 
stand  with  truth  and  justice  against  all 
forms  of  injustice  and  oppression. 

"We  stand  with  the  suffering  and  the 
oppressed;  we  stand  with  the  refugees 
and  the  deported;  with  the  distressed  and 


the  victims  of  injustice;  we  stand  with 
those  who  mourn  and  are  bereaved,  with 
the  hungry  and  the  poor." 

The  appeal  reportedly  was  censored  in 
Israel  by  government  officials,  said  the 
Rev.  John  Sutton,  a  United  Methodist 
clergyman  from  Southern  New  England 
serving  under  special  appointment  as  as¬ 
sociate  director  of  the  Tahtur  Ecumeni¬ 
cal  Institute  in  Jerusalem. 

In  a  telephone  interview  with  the  Re¬ 
porter,  Mr.  Sutton  said  the  statement 
was  signed  by  patriarchs  and  bishops 
representing  11  church  bodies  in  the 
troubled  city.  He  said  the  statement  was 
not  published  in  the  area’s  Arab,  Hebrew 
or  English-language  newspapers. 

The  religious  leaders’  statement  fol¬ 
lows  protests  and  violence  between  Pal¬ 
estinian  protesters  and  Israeli  soldiers 
dating  from  Dec.  6,  1987.  Young  Pales¬ 
tinians  have  been  protesting  the  Israeli 
"occupation”  of  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza, 
areas  taken  by  Israel  during  the  1967 
Six-Day  War. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 


Peace  in  Middle  East 
objective  of  new  group 
of  religious  leaders 


Can-do  attitude  helps  African  children 


By  RICHARD  LOVETT 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo  —Each  week,  a  re¬ 
tired  banking  executive  brings  to  Central 
Ijnited  Methodist  Church  bags  of  cans  he 
has  collected  on  his  daily  walks. 

This  owner  of  a  24-unit  apartment 
building  also  regularly  contributes  cans 
from  renters  who  toss  them  into  a  spe¬ 
cially  marked  box  sitting  beside  the 
apartment  building’s  trash  container. 

Even  the  4-year-old  granddaughter  of 
Central's  pastor,  the  Rev.  Elbert  C.  Cole, 
has  gotten  into  the  act.  After  learning  of 
the  recycling  effort,  and  the  reason  be¬ 
hind  it— to  help  provide  milk  for  chil¬ 
dren  in  South  Africa— Emily  collected 
160  cans  during  four  months  of  walks 
and  trips  to  parks  in  her  hometown  of 
Hudson,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Cole,  on  a  Thanksgiving  visit  to 
Emily’s  family,  dutifully  crushed  the 
cans,  brought  them  home  on  an  airplane 
as  baggage  and  tossed  them  into  the  re¬ 
cycling  trailer  in  the  church  parking  lot. 

What  has  inspired  these  can  collectors 
?nd  hundreds  more  like  them  are  1,700 
poverty-level  preschool  children  under 
daily  care  of  the  Cape  Flats  Methodist 
Mission  near  Capetown,  South  Africa. 

One  can  equals  cup  of  milk 

Money  from  the  recycling  effort  is 
earmarked  for  milk  for  those  children. 
Each  can  collected  represents  roughly 
one  cup  of  milk. 

There’s  nothing  unusual  about  a 
church  sending  money  to  a  foreign  mis¬ 
sion,  Dr.  Cole  noted. 

"What's  unusual  is  this  direct  transla¬ 
tion  of  recycling,"  he  said,  "to  take 
what's  normally  discarded  in  this  coun¬ 
try  and  translate  that  waste  into  milk," 

People  who  could  easily  afford  to  send 
the  church  a  large  check  for  this  or  other 
relief  projects  have  gotten  caught  up  in 
the  recycling  project  because  of  its  per¬ 
sonal  significance,  Dr.  Cole  said. 

"Money  doesn’t  represent  a  piece  of 
you,  but  collecting  cans  represents  a 
large  investment  by  you,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Cole  said  he  never  leaves  Kansas 
City’s  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  while  visiting 
the  sick  without  carrying  out  six  or  eight 
.cans  in  his  pockets. 

"You  get  to  thinking  when  you  see  a 
can  on  the  street,  ‘That's  not  a  can;  that’s 
•£  cup  of  milk,’ "  he  said.  "You  can  do 
very  little  about  world  hunger,  but  you 
can  pick  up  a  can.” 

Church  is  a  'hot  site’ 

A  local  recycling  company  tells  Dr. 
Cole  his  church’s  "can  van"  is  one  of  the 
hottest  recycling  sites  in  the  city.  In  its 
14-month  existence,  the  project  has  col¬ 
lected  more  than  160,000  cans— nearly 
3  V*  tons  worth  $2,700. 

Central  United  Methodist  decided  to 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Theodore  Coggin,  former  editor  of  the  Methodist  weekly  in  southern  Africa,  commends  ef¬ 
forts  of  10  of  Central  United  Methodist  Church’s  top  can  collectors.  Each  can  recycled  through  the  church’s  efforts 
results  in  one  cup  of  milk  being  provided  to  children  in  a  Methodist-run  center  in  South  Africa. 


support  the  Cape  Flats  mission  after  a 
visit  in  October  1986  by  the  Rev.  David 
Flude,  United  Methodist  minister  and 
founder  of  Wesley  Voice  Ministries. 

Mr.  Flude,  of  Floyds  Knobs,  Ind.,  trav¬ 
els  the  country  promoting  specific  mis- 
,sions  that  congregations  can  help.  He 
told  Central  United  Methodist  worship¬ 
ers  how  the  Cape  Flats  mission  was 
founded  in  1971  by  the  Rev.  Abel  Hen¬ 
dricks  and  his  wife,  Frieda.  Their  car 
broke  down  near  a  shanty  town  outside 
Capetown,  where  they  observed  children 
scrounging  for  food  on  garbage  heaps. 

Today  the  couple  operates  10  centers. 
Those  provide  daily  care  and  food  to 
children  ages  3  to  6  on  an  ecumenical 


and  interracial  basis  under  administra¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa. 

Many  of  the  children  come  from 
homes  where  parents  have  been  jailed  or 
from  families  in  which  both  parents 
must  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendricks'  work  with 
these  children  was  honored  with  the  1986 
Upper  Room  Citation,  given  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  daily  devotional  magazine 
for  meritorious  service. 

Theodore  Coggin,  former  editor  of 
"Dimension,”  the  Methodist  weekly 
newspaper  in  southern  Africa,  visited 
Central  United  Methodist  Church  last 
October.  He  told  members  that  their  re¬ 


cycling  project  is  "very  exciting  . . .  very 
meaningful.” 

"I  think  it’s  important  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  to  be  aware  of  the  tremen¬ 
dous  contribution  they  can  make  by 
contributing  to  any  sort  of  mission  out¬ 
reach  to  Third  World  countries,"  Mr. 
Coggin  said. 

"There  needs  to  be  a  recognition  when 
you  give  to  something  like  this  that  your 
cans  are  not  just  going  to  feed  kids  on 
Cape  Flats.  There  is  a  spinoff.  When  oth¬ 
ers  hear  about  what  you're  doing,  they'll 
also  give  to  other  mission  projects  else¬ 
where  in  the  world.” 

Mr.  Lovett  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Kansas  City.  Mo. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— More  than  a  dozen 
United  Methodist  ministers,  including 
Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston 
Area),  are  among  early  supporters  of  an 
interfaith  committee  trying  to  ease  ten¬ 
sions  in  the  Middle  East. 

The  newly  formed  U.S.  Interreligious 
Committee  for  Peace  in  the  Middle  East- 
made  up  of  Christians,  Jews  and  Mos¬ 
lems— intends  to  focus  on  how  U.S.  poli¬ 
cies  affect  Palestinian-Israeli  relations,  its 
executive  director  said  last  week 

Ronald  J.  Young  of  New  York  and  oth¬ 
er  speakers  at  a  Jan.  27  news  conference 
were  sharply  critical  of  the  Reagan  ad¬ 
ministration’s  policy  as  lacking  both  "vi¬ 
sion  and  action.” 

"At  the  same  time,”  Mr.  Young  said, 
"we  are  committed  to  challenging  his¬ 
toric  and  persistent  prejudices  against 
the  Jewish  people,  Moslems  and  Arabs— 
prejudices  that  inhibit  the  kind  of  coop¬ 
eration  for  justice  and  peace  that  clearly 
is  a  moral  imperative  of  our  common 
Abrahamic  faith." 

Call  on  government  planned 
He  said  the  U.S.  government  would  be 
asked  to  make  peace  a  priority,  to  reiter¬ 
ate  support  for  Israel’s  security  and  a 
United  Nations  resolution  on  the  Middle 
East,  to  declare  support  for  Palestinian 
self-determination  and  to  work  actively 
for  international  negotiations. 

The  U.N.  resolution,  adopted  in  1967, 
calls  for  withdrawal  of  Israeli  armed 
forces  from  territories  occupied  in  the 
1967  war  and  for  recognition  and  securi¬ 
ty  for  all  states  in  the  area. 

"Recent  events  dramatically  demon¬ 
strate  that  the  current  situation  is  disas¬ 
trous  for  the  Palestinians  and,  in  the  long 
run,  will  be  disastrous  for  Israel  as 
well,"  Mr.  Young  said. 

Mr.  Young,  formerly  an  American 
Friends  Service  Committee  official,  said 
the  panel  grew  out  of  30  months'  explor¬ 
atory  consultations  with  more  than  100  U.S. 
Jewish,  Christian  and  Moslem  leaders. 
Representatives  at  the  news  confer- 


Conversion:  Creative  or  destructive? 

Harvard  professor  challenges  claim  Christianity  hurts  native  cultures 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  SIMON’S  ISLAND,  Ga.-A  Har¬ 
vard  professor  challenged  the  claim  last 
month  that  converting  native  peoples  to 
Christianity  has  been  destructive  to  their 
cultures. 

Dr.  Lamin  Sanneh,  a  native  of  The 
Gambia  in  West  Africa,  made  the  state¬ 
ment  at  a  recent  United  Methodist-spon¬ 
sored  global  gathering  on  evangelism. 

Dr.  Sanneh  told  evangelists  from  26 
countries  that  Christianity’s  penchant 
for  translating  its  message  into  the  na- 
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"We  now  have  our  $ 2,000,000 ,  not  in  ten  to  fifteen 
years,  but  in  the  three  years  of  our  campaign.  All  of  this  is 
due  entirely  to  the  leadership  of  Cargill  Associates.  We 
heartily  recommend  them.” 

C.  Dean  Milford,  Senior  Minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  Georgia 

Raised  5  times  annual  income  in  commitments. 

Fur  a  free  ropy  of  the  brochure,  "How  Methodist 
Churches  Arc  Raising  More  Money,"  contac  t  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates;  4701  Altamcsa  Boulevard.  Box  .‘130339,  Fort 
Worth,  Iexas  76163-0339.  Call  toll  free:  l-HOO-433-2233 
In  Iexas,  call  collect:  (H17)  292-9374 
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tive  language  has  helped  preserve  cul¬ 
ture  in  many  instances. 

"The  commonly  accepted  rule  is  that 
Christianity  destroys  culture,”  said  Dr. 
Sanneh.  "But,  on  the  ground  locally, 
something  else  is  going  on." 

Much  of  the  destruction  of  culture 
came  not  from  Christianity  but  from 
such  forces  as  colonial  powers,  he  said. 

Scholars  accept  thesis 

While  his  thesis  is  regarded  as  contro¬ 
versial  in  some  religious  circles,  it  is 
gaining  increased  acceptance  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  academic  community,  he  told  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  conference. 

Dr.  Sanneh  has  written  three  books 
and  some  40  articles  dealing  with  as¬ 
pects  of  Islam  and  Christianity  in  Africa. 

He  has  taught  at  universities  in  Africa 
and  at  the  University  of  Aberdeen  in 
Scotland.  A  convert  to  Christianity  from 
Islam,  he  is  an  associate  professor  of  re¬ 
ligious  history  in  the  Center  for  the  Study 
of  World  Religion  at  Harvard. 

Dr.  Sanneh  contends  that  by  develop¬ 
ing  written  languages  for  the  purpose  of 
translating  the  Bible,  evangelists  actual¬ 
ly  provided  the  basis  for  nationalism  in 
many  African  countries. 

In  addition,  the  translations  have  given 
rise  to  an  indigenous  Christianity,  he  said. 

In  fact,  Dr.  Sanneh  said,  the  "most  evan¬ 
gelical”  missionaries  who  used  only  the 
Bible  ("Sola  Scriptura")  helped  suppress 
Western  influence  and  shielded  popula¬ 
tions  from  Western  intellectual  domi¬ 
nance. 

Missionaries  resist  effect 

He  pointed  out,  however,  that  mission¬ 
aries  themselves  often  resisted  one  ef¬ 
fect  of  their  own  translation— the  notion 
that  God  wants  each  person  to  take 


Dr.  Lamin  Sanneh 
African  defends  church 

charge  of  his  or  her  own  destiny. 

Feedback  from  those  who  are  evange¬ 
lized  can  often  provide  great  insight  into 
the  Gospel,  he  noted. 

Christianity  is  unique  among  the 
world’s  missionary  religions  because  it 
has  turned  its  back  on  the  country  of  its 
origin,  purging  itself  of  a  "promised 
land"  fixation,  he  said. 

In  addition,  because  Christianity's 
sense  of  identity  is  not  wedded  to  the  ac¬ 
tual  language  used  by  Jesus  himself,  the 
resulting  translations  of  the  Bible  have 
generated  "particularity"  for  the  reli¬ 
gion,  Dr.  Sanneh  contended 
"That  has  served  to  emphasize  that  no 
one  cultural  experience  is  exclusive  of 
the  way  that  God  works  in  the  world,"  he 


went  on,  citing  the  biblical  illustration  of 
"the  Gentile  breakthrough"  recorded  in 
the  book  of  Acts. 

Dr.  Sanneh  contrasted  Christianity 
with  Islam,  which  does  not  translate  for 
the  purpose  of  conversion;  insists  on  one 
name  (Allah)  for  God,  and  has  less  diver¬ 
sity  of  practice  than  the  Christian  faith. 

In  Christianity,  all  cultural  differences 
have  been  "de-stigmatized,"  he  said. 

That  fact  has  led  to  forms  of  Chris¬ 
tianity  among  native  peoples  in  which 
language,  customs  and  manners  have 
been  “given  over  to  the  Master,  Jesus 
Christ,"  Dr.  Sanneh  said. 

He  called  “the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ” 
the  seed  of  the  Gospel  and  affirmed  the 
idea  that  when  that  seed  is  planted  in  the 
soil  of  other  cultures,  it  gives  rise  to  its 
own  expression  of  Christianity. 

Approach  develops  local  leaders 

Participants  in  the  conference  at  Ep- 
worth-by-the-Sea,  near  where  Methodist 
founder  John  Wesley  worked  in  1736,  af? 
firmed  that  the  de-stigmatizing  pheno¬ 
menon  helped  make  “good  indigenous 
leaders  and  effective  evangelists  who  could 
relate  to  their  own  ancestral  heritage." 

As  Dayalan  Niles,  a  native  of  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka,  noted  in  a  report  on  the  workshop  led 
by  Dr.  Sanneh,  the  greatest  growth  of 
Christianity  in  many  countries  took 
place  under  indigenous  leadership. 

Dr.  Niles  gave  two  examples: 

•  In  Africa,  following  the  rise  of  na¬ 
tionalism  in  the  1960s,  the  number  of 
Christians  grew  from  60  million  to  240 
million  in  25  years. 

•  In  Korea,  the  number  jumped  from 
1.2  million  in  1960  to  more  than  10  mil¬ 
lion  in  1987. 

Representatives  from  both  Africa  and 
Korea  were  at  the  conference. 


ence  stressed  that  announcement  of  the 
panel's  creation  was  not  timed  to  coin¬ 
cide  with  events  of  the  past  six  weeks  in 
the  Middle  East. 

However,  they  said,  those  happenings 
“obviously  give  even  greater  urgency  to 
the  need  for  new  efforts." 

In  addition  to  the  national  committee, 
local  panels  are  planned  in  at  least  15 
U.S.  cities,  including  Atlanta,  Boston, 
Chicago,  Los  Angeles,  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco,  Seattle  and  Washington. 

Two  UMs  on  national  board 

Two  United  Methodists  are  listed  as 
national  directors— the  Rev.  James  M. 
Wall  of  Chicago,  editor  of  the  weekly  ec¬ 
umenical  magazine,  "The  Christian  Cen¬ 
tury,"  and  the  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson, 
pastor  of  Holman  UMC  in  Los  Angeles. 

United  Methodist  ministers  who  en¬ 
dorsed  the  initial  statement  in  addition  to 
Dr  Wall,  Dr  Lawson  and  Bishop  Bashore 
include  the  Revs.  William  L.  Barnes  and 
Fred  Cloud.  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Edwin  G. 
Bergmann,  New  York  City;  Martin  L. 
Deppe  Hinsdale.  Ill.:  Neal  F.  Fisher  and 
James  E  Will.  Evanston.  HI;  David  W 
Gray!  ...  Madison,  N.J.;  Shirley  S.  Hoo¬ 
ver,  Lynn.  Mass.;  Hani  W  Khoury,  Syra¬ 
cuse.  N  Y  .  C.  Ebb  Munden,  Lincoln,  Neb., 
and  William  O.  Walker,  Eugene,  Ore. 

Among  other  prominent  Christian  reli¬ 
gious  figures  endorsing  the  statement  are 
the  Rev.  Theodore  M.  Hesburgh,  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus  of  Notre  Dame  University, 
Anthony  Campolo,  an  American  Baptist 
and  noted  religious  sociologist  of  St.  Da¬ 
vids,  Pa.,  the  Rev  William  Sloane  Coffin, 
former  pastor  of  Riverside  Church  in 
New  York:  the  Rev,  Arie  R  Brouwer, 
general  secretary,  National  Council  of 
Churches;  and  the  Rev  Avery  Post,  presi¬ 
dent,  United  Church  of  Christ. 


Religion  ranked 
2nd  in  U.S.  poll 

From  Religious  News  Service 

In  a  study  of  the  American  home 
done  by  Louis  Harris  and  Associates, 
"being  committed  to  your  religious 
or  spiritual  life”  ranked  second  high¬ 
est  nationwide  in  elements  that  con¬ 
tribute  to  quality  of  life. 

Thirty-six  percent  of  the  respon¬ 
dents  termed  this  category  "absolute¬ 
ly  essential."  It  was  outranked  only 
by  “having  good  friends”  (45  percent). 

In  three  areas  of  the  country — 
South  Central,  "Breadbasket”  and 
Southeast— commitment  to  reli¬ 
gious  or  spiritual  life  ranked  at  the 
top,  with  47  percent,  46  percent  and 
41  percent  respectively. 

The  lowest  ranking  came  in  New 
England,  with  25  percent,  and  the 
Mid-Atlantic,  with  30  percent. 

The  margin  of  error  in  the  study 
is  plus  or  minus  4  percent. 
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The  Retirement 
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*  Security 

*  Independent  Living 

*  Attached  Health  Care  Center 

*  Varied  Program  Activities 

*  Immediate  Opening 

For  more  information  or  an  appointment 
call  (collect)  Jerry  Barton  or  David  Pease 
at  309-833-2123 
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‘If  I  went  back  to  Haiti ,  I’d  be  dead’ 

Haitian  Methodist  tells  UMCOR  of  dangers  in  nation’s  military 

SyLni.edMethodist  News  Service  ber  of  people  who  were  murdered"  . .  .... ... 


DES  MOINES,  Iowa— “If  I  went 
back  to  Haiti  today,  as  soon  as  I  set 
foot  at  the  airport,  I  would  be  dead,” 
said  the  Rev.  D.  Alain  Rocourt,  head 
of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Haiti  and 
a  former  official  of  that  country’s 
embattled  electoral  commission. 

“I  still  don't  know  how  we  es¬ 
caped  alive,”  he  told  35  directors 
and  staff  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  last 
month. 

Mr.  Rocourt  and  his  family  went 
into  hiding  after  Haiti’s  aborted 
Nov.  29  presidential  election.  Their 
house  had  been  attacked  twice  with 
machine-gunfire,  once  while  retired 
Bishop  Wayne  Clymer  and  two  other 
people  sent  to  Haiti  to  observe  the 
election  were  in  the  dwelling. 

The  Rocourts  slipped  out  of  the 
country  Dec.  16. 

Two  days  later  the  military  junta 
ruling  Haiti  issued  warrants  for  Mr. 
Rocourt  and  other  members  of  the 
electoral  commission  who  super¬ 
vised  the  November  election.  He  had 
been  treasurer  of  the  commission. 

“No  one  will  ever  know  the  num- 


f  people  who  were  murdered” 
before  and  during  the  election,  he 
said. 

“We  know  that  45  were  killed  in 
one  prison  in  one  night. “  he  added. 

“These  people  (military  govern¬ 
ment  officials)  have  nothing  to  learn 
from  Adolf  Hitler." 

Haiti’s  new  rulers  are  as  cruel 
and  corrupt  as  those  in  the  former 
Duvalier  regime,  said  the  Haitian 
church  leader,  but  the  dream  of  de¬ 
mocracy  will  not  die,  he  told  the  UM 
relief  committee  board. 

Mr.  Rocourt  said  he  tried  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  to  convince  a  U.S.  State 
Department  official  that  the  Haitian 
army  is  violent  and  has  ties  to  drug 
trafficking. 

The  U.S.  government  has  been 
“completely  fooled"  by  false  reports 
from  Haitian  diplomats,  he  said. 

Mr.  Rocourt  acknowledged  the 
ongoing  concern  of  relief  agency  for 
the  plight  of  Haitians  and  said  “the 
United  Methodist  Church  answered 
a  call,"  acting  on  the  premise  that 
education  and  political  involvement 
must  go  hand  in  hand. 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  relief  com¬ 


mittee  executive,  explained  that  the 
Haitian  District  Methodist  Church 
designed  a  citizenship  training  pro¬ 
gram  following  the  abdication  of 
dictator  Jean-Claude  Duvalier  and 
asked  the  UM  agency  to  help  fund  it. 

She  said  the  courses  involved 
training  teachers  to  help  citizens  in 
the  Haitian  countryside  understand 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Chrisitian  citi¬ 
zen  and  how  to  be  involved  in  the 
leadership  selection  process. 

Mr.  Rocourt  said  the  UM  relief 
committee  is  “involved  in  Haiti  with 
us,  teaching  the  people  who  they  are, 
who  God  is,  what  brotherhood  means, 
what  freedom  and  liberty  are  about . . . 
[and  has]  helped  us  give  people  a  new 
consciousness,  awareness  and  dignity." 

The  UM  agency  gave  the  Haitian 
church  $130,000  for  the  civic  educa¬ 
tion  project.  The  country  is  also  a  ma¬ 
jor  recipient  of  UM  development  aid. 

Haiti’s  second  election  in  late  Jan¬ 
uary,  boycotted  by  many  voters, 
"was  completely  controlled  by  the 
army,"  according  to  Mr.  Rocourt. 

"Those  in  power  are  determined 
to  stay  in  power,"  he  said. 


Young  missionary  survives  shipwreck 


ELKTON,  Md— United  Methodist 
Beth  Parker  has  followed  in  the  mission¬ 
ary  footsteps  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  even  to 
living  through  a  shipwreck. 

While  her  classmates  back  home  were 
returning  to  school  Jan.  4,  Miss  Parker, 
16,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Garry 
0.  Parker  of  Elk  Neck,  Md.,  was  in  peril 
in  the  stormy  sea  off  the  southern  tip  of 
South  America. 

Miss  Parker  was  part  of  the  crew  of 
an  oceangoing  ship  named  Logos.  It  was 
used  by  an  evangelistic  group,  Operation 
Mobilization,  which  is  based  on  Peach¬ 
tree,  Ga.  The  ship  was  on  a  4Vfe-month 
mission  to  Peru  and  Chile. 

The  Logos,  whose  name  in  Greek 
means  "the  word,”  is  a  2,300-ton  former 
Danish  icebreaker  converted  to  a  passen¬ 
ger  ship.  The  ship  has  sailed  to  more 
than  400  ports  in  the  past  17  years. 

Miss  Parker  first  encountered  the  Lo¬ 
gos  in  Baltimore  in  summer  1986.  She 
said  she  visited  the  docked  vessel  with 
her  father,  pastor  of  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Elk  Neck.  He  had 
served  with  Operation  Mobilization  in  his 
youth. 


She  joined  the  141 -member  crew  in 
September  1987  and  spent  the  next  four 
months  working  in  the  ship’s  pantry  and, 
when  the  ship  reached  port,  selling 
books,  distributing  tracts  and  witnessing 
for  Christ  in  South  America. 

She  said  she  knows  that  five  people  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ  because  of  her  efforts. 

After  leaving  Ushuaia,  Argentina,  in 
the  evening  Jan.  4,  the  Logos  entered  the 
Beagle  Channel  near  Cape  Horn.  Shortly 
before  midnight,  just  after  the  channel 
pilot  had  left  the  ship,  the  hull  was 
stabbed  by  a  formation  known  locally  as 
Solitary  Rock. 

Awakened  by  the  crash,  Miss  Parker 
and  her  roommates  were  instructed  to 
put  on  life  jackets  and  report  on  deck. 
They  were  greeted  by  frigid  cold  and 
sleet,  as  the  ship  listed  20  degrees  to 
port. 

A  Chilean  navy  ship  arrived  immedi¬ 
ately.  At  first  it  was  expected  that  high 
tide  would  free  the  stranded  vessel,  but  it 
became  apparent  the  pounding  waves 
were  driving  the  ship  against  the  rock. 

Through  the  tense  night,  Miss  Parker 
said  she  and  her  shipmates  were  pray¬ 


ing,  singing,  watching  a  video,  some¬ 
times  crying.  At  5  a.m.  the  order  was 
given  to  abandon  ship. 

Six  life  boats  were  launched,  and  all 
made  it  aboard  the  navy  ship  despite  dif¬ 
ficulties.  The  naval  officers  later  confid¬ 
ed  that  they  had  expected  to  lose  at  least 
10  percent  of  the  passengers  because  of 
the  severity  of  the  wreck,  Miss  Parker 
said. 

The  missionaries  and  crew  were  taken 
to  an  Argentinian  naval  base,  then  flown 
to  the  mainland,  where  they  stayed  with 
church  families.  They  flew  home  from 
Buenos  Aires  about  a  week  later. 

Miss  Parker  is  finishing  her  senior 
year  at  North  East  High  School  and  has 
been  accepted  by  Taylor  University  in 
Upland,  Ind.  She  plans  to  major  in  psy¬ 
chology  and  linguistics. 

She  said  she  would  like  to  go  on  anoth¬ 
er  ship's  mission. 

Meanwhile,  Operation  Mobilization 
has  begun  raising  funds  to  replace  the 
Logos. 

This  story  is  based  on  a  report  in  the 
Peninsula  conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


Nicaraguan 
Protestants: 
‘Stop  aid’ 

By  PAUL  JEFFREY 
Religious  News  Service 
MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Calling  the 
Central  American  peace  plan  “an  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  grace  of  God,”  Nicara¬ 
guan  Protestants  have  written  a  pastoral 
letter  to  “Christians  around  the  world” 
asking  them  to  pray  that  further  contra 
aid  be  defeated  in  the  U.S.  Congress. 

The  letter  was  approved  Jan.  21  by  de¬ 
nominational  members  of  CEPAD,  a 
Nicaraguan  church  council  in  which 
more  than  85  percent  of  the  country’s 
half  million  Protestants  are  represented. 
It  was  to  be  sent  Jan.  22  to  church  bodies 
throughout  the  world. 

Coming  only  five  days  after  the  most 
recent  summit  of  Central  American 
presidents  in  San  Jose,  Costa  Rica,  the 
letter  calls  the  presidents’  work  "a  path 
towards  peace  for  all  Central  America.” 

Quoting  from  Psalms  and  the  Apostle 
Paul,  it  says  the  renewed  peace  process, 
initiated  by  Costa  Rican  President  Oscar 
Arias,  is  "a  response  to  the  prayers  of  so 
many  Christians”  in  the  region  and  the 
world. 

The  letter  calls  on  all  people  “of  faith 
in  Jesus  Christ”  to  “continue  interceding 
before  God  for  peace  in  Central  America 
during  these  critical  moments  when  the 
historic  vote  in  the  U.S.  Congress  draws 
near." 

The  Nicaraguan  Christians  claim  the 
vote,  expected  in  early  February,  "will 
profoundly  affect  the  Lives  of  all  Central 
Americans.”  They  state  that  the  U.S. 
Congress  faces  a  choice  between  “pro¬ 
moting  peace  or  promoting  war  in  Cen¬ 
tral  America.”  T 
armed  groups  is  t 
ter  states. 

Christians  are  asked  “to  pray  for  Pres¬ 
ident  Reagan,  his  advisers  and  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
will  be  illuminated  by  Almighty  God  to 
help  the  peace  process  and  thus  save  so 
many  lives  and  avoid  so  much  suffering, 
pain  and  destruction.” 

Calling  their  nation  “a  land  bathed  in 
blood  and  tears,"  the  Nicaraguans  share 
their  hope  "in  Jesus  the  Savior,  who  de¬ 
sires  death  for  no  one.”  They  call  on 
Christians  throughout  the  world  “to  unite 
your  prayers  with  ours  so  that  we  can  all 
struggle  for  peace,  justice  and  life.” 
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GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  NORMA  KEHRBERG 

Women  in  Ethiopia  load  grain  into  sacks  at  a  food  relief  distribution  qen- 
ter.  Officials  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  say  a  critical  el- 
_  ement  in  helping  Ethiopians  during  the  current  famine  is  to  give  assistance 

To  grant  “more  aid  to  where  people  live  and  eliminate  the  need  for  them  to  go  to  feeding  centers 
is  to  choose  war,”  the  let-  6 

Second  major  drought  may 
return  famine  to  Ethiopia 


Minister/photog  travels  a  whole  Bunch 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev  Dodds  B  BunCh  of  Modesto, 
Calif.,  has  camera,  does  travel. 

After  40  years  in  the  active  ministry, 
Mr.  Bunch  took  early  retirement  in  1978 
“not  from  the  ministry  but  to  a  more 
creative  type  of  ministry.” 

He  is  a  world  traveler  with  a  library  of 
more  than  55,000  color  slides.  The  35mm 
transparencies  form  a  basis  for  16  audio¬ 
visual  programs  he  presents  to  churches, 
retreats  and  civic  groups. 

The  programs  vary.  For  instance,  slides 
made  in  England  during  a  summer  visit  to 
Epworth.  London  and  Bristol  in  1986  illus¬ 
trate  a  show  on  the  influence  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  called  "John  Wesley:  A  Man  on  Fire." 

A  four-month  trip  in  1984  to  15  South¬ 
east  Asian  countries  resulted  in  an  hour- 
long  presentation  on  mission  projects. 
This  presentation  uses  two  projectors, 
computer  programming,  and  appropri¬ 
ate  music  and  indigenous  sounds. 

Church  supports  19  projects 

The  show  prompted  the  900-member 
Modesto  Centenary  United  Methodist 
Church  (of  which  Mr.  Bunch  is  a  member 
and  a  former  pastor)  to  select  19  mission 
projects  to  support.  A  number  of  them 
bear  designations  for  UM  Advance  Spe- 


Dodds  B.  Bunch 

cial  second-mile  giving. 

A  37-minute  presentation,  “Good 
News— Jesus  Is  Alive,”  uses  232  slides 
made  on  three  trips  to  the  Holy  Land  and 
the  Middle  East. 

The  "Jesus  Alive”  show  also  makes 
use  of  another  of  Mr.  Bunch’s  hobbies, 
the  collection  of  religious  art.  Along  with 
pictures  made  at  geographical  and  ar¬ 
chaeological  sites,  he  uses  slides  of  artis¬ 


tic  interpretations  of  such  events  as  the 
Last  Supper  or  the  Crucifixion. 

Mr.  Bunch  estimated  that  it  takes  at 
least  400  slides  to  do  a  20-minute  multi- 
media  show.  “They  go  fast,”  he  told  the 
Reporter,  "because  they  are  sequential.” 

"Chinese  Experience,"  based  on  a  trip 
in  the  spring  of  1982,  uses  more  than  570 
slides. 

A  small  computer  changes  slides,  fad¬ 
ing  back  and  forth  between  two  projec¬ 
tors,  he  said. 

Each  production  takes  time 

Even  though  Mr.  Bunch  uses  the  mod¬ 
ern  computer  technology  to  help  write 
his  show  scripts,  he  told  the  Reporter 
that  each  production  requires  “a  tremen¬ 
dous  amount  of  time  to  prepare.” 

In  selecting  material  for  the  Wesley 
show,  he  read  eight  books. 

Also  taking  time,  he  said,  is  selection 
of  stereo  music  for  the  sound  track  and 
integrating  it  with  the  script  and  visual 
images. 

Mr.  Bunch  developed  the  multimedia 
sight  and  sound  shows  gradually  from 
speaker-narrated,  single-projector  pre¬ 
sentations  promoting  district  mission 
projects. 

As  local-church  missions  chairman, 
Mr.  Bunch  still  uses  the  simpler  slide 


shows  occasionally  to  promote  mission 
endeavors  such  as  the  rural  projects  he 
visited  in  Central  America  last  summer. 

Mr.  Bunch  recently  made  a  picture 
display  on  a  world  map  of  the  mission 
project  his  congregation  supports.  The 
purpose  was  to  encourage  more  personal 
commitments  to  mission  projects. 

Missionary  teaches  techniques 

Photography  and  ministry  have  gone 
hand-in-hand  for  Mr.  Bunch  since  a  mid- 
1980s  workshop  on  photography  taught  by 
a  “home  missionary"  in  a  Methodist  sum¬ 
mer-training  institute.  Soon  he  began 
teaching  photography  workshops  in  sum¬ 
mer  institutes  and  church  camps.  He  also 
used  his  photographic  skills  to  help  pay 
his  way  through  college  and  seminary. 

Mr.  Bunch’s  interest  in  photography, 
however,  was  never  "in  using  it  to  make 
money,”  he  told  the  Reporter,  “but  in  us¬ 
ing  it  for  the  church.” 

With  the  recent  purchase  of  a  “fifth- 
wheeler"  camper,  Mr.  Bunch  says  he  is 
ready  to  “take  the  show  on  the  road.”  Usu¬ 
ally,  though,  his  radius  wilL  not  reach  far 
beyond  his  annual  conference,  he  said. 

This  article  is  based  in  part  on  an  arti¬ 
cles  from  the  Calif ornia-Nevada  confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter  and  "The 
Modesto  Bee." 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Three  years  ago  United  Methodists  re¬ 
sponded  to  famine  in  Ethiopia.  Then  two 
years  of  rain  helped  ease  the  situation. 

Now  another  drought  in  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  Africa  country  of  some  44  million 
people  may  cause  5  million  to  suffer 
from  severe  food  shortage  unless  more 
emergency  relief  comes  soon,  according 
to  United  Methodist  relief  officials. 

But  through  The  Advance,  United 
Methodists’  widely  known  avenue  of 
"second  mile”  giving,  food  aid  will  be 
distributed  to  starving  people  in  Ethio¬ 
pia— again.  And  financial  relief  will  also 
be  given  so  that  a  long-term  solution  to 
the  famine  may  be  attained. 

The  latest  drought  prompted  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  to  re¬ 
schedule  $400,000  in  October  from  a 
long-term  development  program  into 
emergency  aid  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15.) 

An  additional  $100,000  was  reallocated 
by  relief  committee  directors  meeting  in 
Iowa  last  month.  That  money  is  to  be 
sent  to  the  Christian  Relief  and  Develop¬ 
ment  Association,  which  coordinates  re¬ 
lief  efforts  for  most  non-governmental 
organizations  in  Ethiopia. 

The  UM  relief  committee  has  allocat¬ 
ed  an  additional  $3  million  to  a  special 
appeal  to  assist  the  Ethiopian  Orthodox 
Church  in  sponsoring  renewal  and  reha¬ 
bilitation  programs  that  are  to  help  the 
land  come  back  to  life. 

"Even  though  Ethiopia  is  in  an  emer¬ 
gency  state,  we  need  to  work  for  the 
long-term  renewal  of  the  land,”  said  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the 
relief  committee. 

“When  food  is  needed,  it  must  be  giv¬ 
en.  But  we  want  to  send  money  for  Ethi¬ 
opian  work  programs,  such  as  rebuilding 
roads,  bridges  and  dams.” 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  that  in  Ethiopia,  22 
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Partnership 
in  Missions 

TtDUMCE 

No  gift  too  small 

RATES  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
S10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OR  CERTIFIED  Director 

of  Christian  Education  to  administer,  coordinate 
education  program  In  1.000  *  member  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist.  Fairfield.  Iowa  Salary  and  benefits 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Clair  Dean  Odell,  Pas- 
tor.  Box  464.  52550 


FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  rapidly 

growing  1.200-member  church  with  active  and 
broad  youth  programs  Full  compliment  of  adult 
leaders  Expansion  Into  young  adult  and  other  mu¬ 
tually  agreed  upon  ministries.  Direct  Inquiry,  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Rev  Alan  S.  Brown.  Grove 
United  Methodist  Church.  490  West  Boot  Road. 
West  Chester.  PA  19380-1112 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR  full-time: 

2.200-member  church,  growing  Chicago  suburb 
Resume  Grace  United  Methodist  Church.  300  E. 
Gartner.  Naperville.  IL  60540 


FULL-TIME  EXPERIENCED  PROGRAM  Christian 

Education  Director  sought  for  a  growing  1.300  - 
member  chtircfi  Send  resume  to  Rev  TTiomas  O. 
McClung  Jr..  Wmdcrest  United  Methodist  Church. 
8101  Midcrowa  San  Antonio.  TX  78239 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  growing  1. 400-member  church.  Will  coordinate 
educational  programs  for  preschool  through  adult. 
A  degree  in  Christian  education  and  experience 
preferred  Inquire  Lakewood  United  Methodist 
Church.  1510  Furman  Rd  .  Jacksonville,  FL  32217 
or  (904)733-8477 


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  Youth 

fof-  growing  church  of  550  members  Position  open 
March  1, 1988.  Send  picture  and  resume  to  St.  John 
United  Methodist  Church.  2160  Griffith  Ave.,  Ow¬ 
ensboro.  KY  42301 


PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  OF  OUTDOOR  Christian 

Ministries  This  position  of  the  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  open 
to  all  We  are  an  equal  opportunity  employer  with 
an  affirmative  action  program  Responsibilities 
are  conference  wide  and  include  supervising  camp 
site  managers,  program  development  budget 
management,  oversight  of  facility  development 
Send  resume  and  2  letters  of  recommendation  to 
David  Kell.  201  W  South  St..  Woodstock.  IL  60098 
Application  deadline  March  1.  1988 


CHURCH  AND  YOUTH  WORKER-Immediate 

opening  full-time  in  medium-sized  church  in  Hen¬ 
derson,  KY  Salary  negotiable  Direct  inquiry  to 
Doug  Wilson.  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church. 
985  Bend  Gate  Road.  Henderson.  KY  42420  Phone 
(502)  826-3593  or  (502)  826-2497 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
church  of  600.  Growing  community.  Qualifications 
and  experience  Resume  and  references  bv  March 
15  Begins  July  15.  St.  Paul  s  UMC,  910  £.  North 
St  ,  Manteca,  CA  95336  (209)  823-7154 


WANTED  BY  CHURCH  ON  THE  MOVE,  organist/ 

director  of  music  for  full-time  position.  Training  in 
organ  and  vocal  music  required.  Instrumental 
training  a  plus.  Located  in  middle-sized  communi¬ 
ty,  Salary  in  120,000  range.  Apply  by  March  7  to 
Dr  John  H.  Green,  P.O  Box  ’  '  “* 

32056. 


.  Lake  City.  FL 


ATTENTION  RETIRING  CLERGY  25-hour  per 

week  position— Dir  of  Church  Growth  &  Pastoral 
Caring  Ministry— in  multiple-staffed  U.M.C  Send 
resume  to:  Search  Committee.  450  Lee  Ave .  Satel¬ 
lite  Beach.  FL  32937 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR -RED  BIRD  Mission 

Solid  administrative  experience  required  Educa¬ 
tion.  business,  or  social  services  background  help¬ 
ful  Inquiries  to  Ernest  Slusher.  HC69  Box  575. 
Beverlv.  KY  40913. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN  S  Home 

of  Jackson.  Miss  ,  a  licensed  multi-service  residen¬ 
tial  child  caring  facility  related  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  is  seeking  applications  for  the 
position  for  Executive  Director  to  be  filled  effec¬ 
tive  July  l.  1988  Letters  of  application  with  re¬ 
sumes  must  be  received  not  later  than  March  11. 
1988  and  should  be  addressed  to  Board  President 
Joe  Wroten  at  P.O.  Box  36.  Jackson.  MS  39205  Ap¬ 
plicants  must  have  a  bachelor's  degree  and  a  mas¬ 
ter's  degree  from  an  accredited  college  or 
university  and  the  master's  degree  must  be  in  ei¬ 
ther  the  field  of  social  work  or  guidance  and  coun¬ 
seling  (education)  Applicants  must  also  have  a 
minimum  of  five  years  of  successful  work  experi¬ 
ence.  some  of  which  has  been  in  a  supervisory  ca¬ 
pacity,  in  social  work  or  guidance  and  counseling. 
Additionally  applicants  must  be  persons  of  integri¬ 
ty  and  high  moral  character  and  must  be  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  Applicants  will 
please  indicate  salary  requirement 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Jacksonville.  Fla  .  seeking  Youth  Director  Qualifi¬ 
cations  strong,  secure  spiritual  life;  loves  teenagers; 
positive  experience  working  with  junior  senior 
highs  leader  with  positive  competent  outlook;  cre¬ 
ative:  musical  skills  to  be  youth  choir  director  a  plus 
Hours  salary  are  negotiable  Resumes  inquiries 
Marguerite  Matthews  FUMC.  225  East  Duval  St.. 
Jacksonville.  FL  32202-2370 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church  Fill 

your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free  ser¬ 
vice  to  churches  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington 
WV  25706-0036 


TRAVEL  SCANDANAVIA.  LONDON.  Norway, 
Sweden.  Denmark.  Amsterdam.  16  days.  July  7-22. 
S2.352  dbl.  pvt  bath,  from  Dallas.  Fine  internation¬ 
al  firm.  B.  Barbour  (512)  344-6345  Member  St.  An¬ 
drew's  Methodist.  San  Antonio. 


CHRISTIAN  TOUR  OF  JAPAN-  14  DAYS  depart 

Ing  April  11.  1988  $3,616  from  Orlando.  Includes 
transportation,  hotel.  2  meals 'day.  tour  guide.  Vis¬ 
its  major  sites  plus  missionary  Elizabeth  Howell 
Call  (904)  787-3780  or  write  to  Rev.  John  GDI,  1005 
W.  Main  St .  Leesburg,  FL  32748  for  brochure  and 
Information. 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies 

Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re¬ 
sources.  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference  Camp  Retreat  Coordinator.  P.O. 
Box  38.  Woodland  Park.  CO  80866  (303)  687-9038. 


AFRICAN  INSTITUTE  NOTRE  DAMES  nine¬ 

teenth.  for  Christians  preparing  to  serve  in  Africa. 
18  May-  8  June  1988  Information:  Dr  Peter 
Walshe.  African  Studies.  Department  of  Govern¬ 
ment.  University  of  Notre  Dame.  Indiana  46556 
Phone:  (219)  232-0743  or  239-7312. 


CHURCH  MUST  SELL  PRESENT  FACILITIES  to 

build  new  3.200  sq.  ft.  Central  air  and  heat.  Main  St. 
location  25  minutes  from  downtown  Dallas  Perfect 
for  offices  or  dav  care.  Contact  FUMC.  Box  145. 
Crandall.  TX  75114  or  call  (214)472-3757 


COMPILING  INTERGENERATIONAL  pocket 

song  book,  size  like  "Sing  It  Again.  Lift  Every 
Voice  "—fun  and  folk  songs,  rounds,  spirituals, 
hymns,  carols,  scripture  songs  for  lively  local 
church  use.  Taking  some  months.  Suggestions 
most  welcome.  Larrv  Eisenberg.  1218  S.  Winston, 
Tulsa.  OK  74112 


FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  FOR  A 

D.C.E.  or  diaconal  minister  with  strengths  in  youth 
ministry  and  program  administration.  Please  send 
resume  to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O 
Box  628.  Rome.  GA  30161  Attention;  Carol  Ayers 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Drawer  1138.  Wavnesville.  NC  28786.  (704)  627 
6067  627-9507. 


GROWING  WITH  TELEVISION”-  a  12-week  cur¬ 
riculum  for  all  age  levels  examining  cultural  and  Bib¬ 
lical  values-limited  stock-  SOU  off.  Write:  Media 
Action  Research  Center.  475  Riverside  Drive.  Suite 
1370.  New  York.  NY  10115  (212)865-6690 


AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct,  9th  Los  Ange¬ 
les  connection.  Brisbane.  Sydney.  Melbourne.  Bar¬ 
rier  Reef.  Milford  Sound.  Mt  Cook.  Brochures: 
Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  TX  75205. 


the  church  today 


UM  relief  agency  OKs 
$14  million  package 

DES  MOINES  (UMNS)  — Despite  a 
sharp  drop  in  support  for  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  projects  in  1987, 
agency  directors  approved  a  $14  million 
1989-90  package  for  206  Advance  Special 
projects  in  65  countries  last  week. 

Also  authorized  were  14  special  proj¬ 
ects  on  four  continents  totaling  $315,000. 

"We’re  guaranteeing  $9.8  million  of 
that  amount,  acting  on  faith  that  the 
churches  will  respond,"  said  Dr.  Norma 
Kehrberg.  relief  committee  executive. 

At  the  same  time  Dr.  Kehrberg  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  at  the  news  that  1987 
Advance  giving  to  the  committee  for 
hunger  and  other  projects  was  just  $7.8 
million,  22.7  percent  less  than  1986. 

Labor  board  certifies 
mission-board  vote 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— The  National  La¬ 
bor  Relations  Board  has  certified  the 
second  vote  against  District  65  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  AFL-CIO  as  a  bar¬ 
gaining  agent  by  non-executive  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“The  case  is  now  closed,”  said  Elbert 
Tellem,  a  New  York  regional  official  of 
the  labor  board,  in  certifying  the  result 
of  a  Jan.  13  vote. 

The  union  had  become  the  official  bar¬ 
gaining  agent  of  the  mission  board  workers 
in  December  1982  by  a  vote  of  133-88.  Four 
years  later,  employees  voted  94-91  to  "de¬ 
certify"  the  union  as  their  agent,  but  the  la¬ 
bor  board  ordered  a  new  election  because  it 


said  the  church  board  had  “engaged  in  ob¬ 
jectionable  conduct"  through  "threats,  sur¬ 
veillance  and  disciplinary  action." 

The  Jan.  13  balloting  registered  91 
votes  against  the  union  and  69  in  favor. 
Non-executive  staff  members  said  they 
would  form  their  own  organization  to  ne¬ 
gotiate  salaries  with  the  board. 

UM-related  school  seeks 
five  more  for  faculty 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— American 
University’s  School  of  International  Ser¬ 
vice,  made  possible  by  a  $1  million  gift 
approved  by  the  1956  United  Methodist 
General  Conference,  is  seeking  people  to 
fill  five  full-time  tenure-track  faculty 
positions. 

The  School  of  International  Service, 
founded  at  the  United  Methodist-related 
university  in  1958,  combines  liberal  arts 
and  international  affairs  education  with 
concern  for  public  issues. 

Missions  writer  accepts 
conference  communications  post 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMNS)-New  edi¬ 
tor  and  communications  consultant  for 
the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Lerrigo,  an  award¬ 
winning  church  and  secular  journalist. 

He  begins  new  duties  April  1. 

As  director  of  interpretive  services  for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in 
New  York.  Mr.  Lerrigo  has  been  responsi¬ 
ble  for  interpreting  the  denomination’s  do¬ 
mestic  and  international  mission  work  to 
local  church  and  conference  leaders. 


million— roughly  half  the  population- 
are  reported  to  be  Christians.  And  in  the 
Christian  community,  the  Ethiopian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  has  taken  the  lead  in 
teaching  land  conservation  to  its  mem¬ 
bers  through  the  planting  of  trees. 

“And  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
prepared  to  assist  the  Ethiopian  church,” 
said  Dr.  Kehrberg. 

Churches  that  wish  to  designate  gifts 
to  the  Advance  project  for  Ethiopian  as¬ 
sistance  may  do  so  through  their  annual 
conference  treasurer  by  listing  Africa: 
Hunger  and  Development  Advance  No. 
101900-4. 

Appeal  hits  TV 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — United  Methodists  are 
taking  to  the  airwaves  to  solicit  new 
funds  for  hunger  emergencies  in  Africa. 

A  30-second  spot  on  emergency  needs 
was  made  by  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  producer  Bill  Dale  and  sent  to 
all  U.S.  commercial  TV  stations. 

The  last  time  such  wide  distribution  of 
a  denominational  public-service  an¬ 
nouncement  occurred  was  during  the 
Ethiopian  drought  in  1984  (see  related 
story  above). 

The  response  gave  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars,  which  went  to  immediate  needs  and 
long-term  rehabilitation  efforts. 


Weekly 
^ Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
^and  Teacher's  Manual:  SI 5.00 
Box  77,  El  Paio,  AR  72045, 
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CHOIR  ROBES 

EXPERT  59995 
TAILORING  fctUP 

Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  and  Wear 
Superior  Quality  Free  Color  Catalog 
ana  Fabric  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 

TOLL  FREE  1-800-826-8612 

Regency 

P.O.  Box  10557 T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 
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The  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
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Please  send  $10.00  with  name,  address,  church  and  district  to  the  La. 
United  Methodist,  527  N.  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802-5720.  Make  all 
checks  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 


On  U he  Way . . . 


In  Robert  Miller's  biography  of  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  he  quotes  Fosdick’s 
response  to  a  compliment  about  his  preaching.  Fosdick  said,  “There’s  no  such 
thing  as  the  greatest  preacher  in  the  world.  I  just  did  what  I  could.” 

Another  time  he  confessed,  "Like  every  other  preacher,  I  had  my  good  days 
and  my  bad  days.  I  preached  some  sermons  I  don’t  even  want  to  remember.” 

All  of  those  who  try  to  preach  can  appreciate  those  sentiments. 

Miller  also  quotes  John  Killinger  in  this  magnificent  statement  about 
preaching:  the  preacher  “would  like  to  be  all  things  to  all  people,  but  there  are 
times  when  he  or  she  feels  the  need  of  saying,  ‘this  one  thing  I  do.’  And  the  one 
thing  claiming  precedence  over  all  the  others,  demanding  to  stand  at  the  center, 
because  it  has  been  the  distinctive,  necessary  task  of  the  ministry  in  every  age, 
is  the  matter  of  proclamation. 

"Nothing  else  will  substantiate  for  it.  Its  priority  is  absolute.  It  alone  is  capable 
of  bringing  to  heel  the  multitudinous  and  variegated  duties  which  yap  and  yap 
at  the  minister  like  the  mutts  of  hell.” 


Churches  Pay  Off  Apportionments 


As  January  1988  comes  to  a  close,  17 
churches  have  paid  100  percent  of  their 
apportionment  for  1988.  The  Conference 
expresses  appreciation  to  these  churches 
for  putting  the  missional  program  of  the 
church  as  their  first  expenditure  for  the 
new  year. 

Churches  paying  out  in  January  are: 
Sieper  UMC  —  Rev.  Jennie  P.  Jones 
Whites  Chapel  UMC  —  Rev.  Charles  Floyd 
Cheneyville  UMC  —  Rev.  Claude  Henkel 
Beulah  UMC  —  Rev.  Abe  Conerly 
Provencal  UMC  —  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 


Weaver  UMC  —  Rev.  Jolly  B.  Harper 
Days  UMC  —  Rev.  E.  Rand  Guy 
New  Roads  UMC  —  Rev.  Howard  Hudson 
St.  James  UMC  —  Belle  Rose 

Rev.  Donald  D.  Barrie 
Hopewell  UMC  —  Rev.  Heaton  Crammer 
Holly  Grove  UMC  —  Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted 
Talisheek  UMC  —  Rev.  Ronald  Dauphin 
Ansley  UMC  —  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Stokes,  Jr. 
Clay  UMC  —  Rev.  Troy  Garrett 
Bethel  UMC  —  Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 
Bayou  Scie  UMC  —  Rev.  Louis  Coppage 
Oil  City  UMC  —  Rev.  Paul  Reger 


Correction 

Rayville  United  Methodist  Church,  in  the  Monroe  District,  Dr.  Burton 
Blair,  pastor,  was  omitted  from  the  list  of  100  percent  churches  for  1987, 
in  the  January  29  issue  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Reporter. 


Request  for  Information 


The  Education  Ministries  Office  is  is¬ 
suing  an  invitation  to  all  local  churches 
using  part-time  or  full-time  paid  Chris¬ 
tian  education  workers  to  please  send 
their  names  and  addresses  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office. 

The  purpose  of  this  request  is  two-fold: 
for  information  and  coordination  and  to 


help  the  national  Church  with  a  program 
of  training  aimed  primarily  at  non-diac- 
onal  and  non-certified  persons. 

Please  send  the  information  to  John 
Braden  or  Larry  Lewis  at  527  North  Bou¬ 
levard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802  or  call 
(504)346-1646. 


Cokesbury  Kicks  Off  Satellite  TV  Network 


A  Satellite  Network  providing  quality 
religious  programs,  workshops,  and 
training  events  for  pastors,  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  church  professionals  has  been 
started  by  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House.  It’s  the  Cokesbury  Satellite 
Television  Network,  CSTN  and  it  will 
kick-off  its  programming  on  February 
23, 1988. 

CSTN  will  provide  an  exciting  new 
connection  to  pastors  who  once  felt  iso¬ 
lated  from  others  in  their  profession. 
CSTN  will  allow  them  to  interact  direct¬ 
ly  with  authors  and  leaders  through  vi¬ 
deoconferences.  They  will  also  be  able  to 
participate  in  numerous  workshops  and 
seminars  aimed  to  their  specific  needs. 

The  Network  will  also  benefit  church 
members  of  all  ages  by  allowing  people 
to  join  Bible  study  classes  and  other  in¬ 
formative  meetings  without  having  to 
leave  their  homes  or  communities.  For 
church  professionals,  CSTN  will  provide 
programs  to  meet  needs  of  church  pro¬ 
fessionals  and  some  will  offer  continuing 
education  units  (CEUs)  without  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  travelling  to  far-away  semi¬ 
nars.  Sunday  school  teachers  will  be  kept 
abreast  of  new  curriculum  materials  and 
teaching  strategies  that  will  make  them 
better  prepared  to  teach  God’s  word  to 
others. 

Advanced  Communication 

“We’ve  come  a  long  way  from  the  days 
of  the  circuit  rider  who  linked  America’s 
frontier  congregations  with  the  bright 


hopeful  message  of  Christ,”  President 
and  Publishet  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  Robert  K.  Feaster 
said.  "Communication  was  slow,  but 
with  each  new  age  came  developments 
in  our  communication  —  from  horse¬ 
back  to  mail  service.  Later  there  was  the 
telephone,  then  radio  and  finally  televi¬ 
sion.  As  our  ministry  has  expanded,  we 
have  sought  new  ways  to  serve  churches 
and  keep  our  connections  strong.  Now 
satellite  technology  has  presented  us 
once  again  with  an  opportunity  to  help 
strengthen  that  connection  even  more.” 

“Although  we’ve  progressed  from  cir¬ 
cuit  rider  to  satellite,  our  reason  for 
launching  this  new  satellite  television 
network  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  circuit 
rider  200  years  ago,  that  is:  to  advance 
the  cause  of  Christianity  and  equip 
Christian  leaders  with  the  resources  and 
tools  to  meet  the  challenge  of  the  fu¬ 
ture.” 

Network  Premier 

The  first  broadcast  on  the  network 
will  be  Feb.  23  from  8:30  p.m.-9:30  p.m. 
(Eastern)  via  Westar  4,  Channel  23.  Be¬ 
cause  videoconferencing  is  going  to  be 
used  so  much  in  the  future,  the  broadcast 
will  devote  considerable  attention  to  vi¬ 
deoconferencing,  how  it  works,  and  what 
the  CSTN  style  will  be  like.  This  will  be 
written  by  Vince  Isner,  video  producer 
with  the  Video-Audio  Publishing  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  publishing  house.  Isner  will 
be  the  host  during  the  kick-off  broadcast. 


Among  persons  appearing  live  during 
the  broadcast  will  be  the  Rev.  Maxie 
Dunnam,  senior  minister,  Christ  UMC  in 
Memphis  and  former  world  editor  of 
"The  Upper  Room”  devotional  guide, 
and  children’s  author  Martha  Hickman. 
Several  other  persons  appearances  are 
being  pre-taped. 

Bible  Study  Program 

“The  Gospel  of  Mark,  Bible  Study  for 
Christian  Living”  will  be  aired  February 
28,  March  13,  20  and  27  from  7-8  p.m.  on 
Westar  4  Channel  23  and  on  March  6  on 
Westar  4  Channel  19.  This  is  an  exciting 
new  videoconference  correspondence  Bi¬ 
ble  study  taught  by  one  of  America’s 
most  dynamic  and  respected  author/Bi¬ 
ble  scholars.  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam  will 
teach  the  lesson  and  then  the  partici¬ 
pants  can  call  and  ask  questions  live  on 
the  air! 

Catch  the  Spirit  is  another  program 
that  will  run  on  Feb.  28,  March  6,  13,  20 
and  27  on  Satcom  4  Channel  10.  Catch  the 
Spirit  is  a  weekly  United  Methodist  news 
broadcast  designed  for  everyone. 

Informative  Seminar 

There  will  also  be  a  seminar  by  satel¬ 
lite  on  Feb.  25  for  Clergy  Tax  Prepara¬ 
tion  with  Charles  Chakour.  Chakour  is  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  clergyperson. 
He  serves  as  Treasurer  and  Director  of 
Administrative  Services  for  the  North  Il¬ 
linois  Conference  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  Mr.  Chakour  will  be 


discussing  1987  Income  Tax  Form  prepa¬ 
ration  and  will  give  information  regard¬ 
ing  clergy  compensation  packages  and 
how  the  new  tax  reform  laws  will  impact 
1988  returns.  There  will  be  a  question 
and  answer  period  where  participants 
may  call  directly  and  ask  pertinent  ques¬ 
tions. 

TMT  Curriculum 

Another  facet  of  CSTN  that  has  been 
designed  to  inform,  instruct,  inspire  and 
involve  all  church  members  is  the  TMT 
curriculum  resources.  TMT  stands  for 
Teaching  invitationally,  Making  disci¬ 
ples,  Teaching  for  commitment.  Pro¬ 
gramming  of  the  TMT  curriculum  will 
get  underway  in  April,  with  the  telecon¬ 
ferences  for  children’s  leaders  being  held 
Sunday,  April  10;  for  youth  leaders  on 
Sunday,  April  17  and  for  adult  leaders  on 
Sunday,  April  24.  This  programming  will 
include  weekly  Bible  studies,  discussions 
with  authors  of  recently  published  books, 
teacher  training,  professional  develop¬ 
ment  seminars  and  workshops,  lection- 
ary  study  series  and  introduction  of  new 
curriculum  resources  through  telecon¬ 
ferencing.  There  will  be  an  announce¬ 
ment  in  the  near  future  of  times  and 
locations  in  each  Louisiana  district  for 
the  TMT  teleconferences  for  April,  in  the 
Lousiana  United  Methodist. 

CSTN  will  be  providing  an  invaluable 
service  by  providing  a  connection  for 
pastors,  church  members  and  other 
church  professionals. 


Disaster  Workshops  Set  for  across  Conference 


Call  to  Vote 

Tue  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
urges  all  United  Methodists  to  vote 
in  the  March  8,  1988  primary  on  Su¬ 
per  Tuesday.  You  must  vote  for  a 
candidate  of  the  party  to  which  you 
belong.  Please  get  out  and  vote  as 
this  is  the  first  chance  Louisiana  has 
had  to  participate  in  a  Presidential 
Primary. 


Evangelism  2000 
Tapes  Available 

The  Evangelism  2000  tapes  recently 
used  in  the  evangelism  workshops  are 
available  to  churches  interested  in  own¬ 
ing  a  copy.  There  is  no  charge  for  the 
tape  and  it  may  be  ordered  by  writing  or 
calling  the  Audio  Visual  Library  at  the 
Conference  Office,  527  North  Blvd.,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA,  70802  or  (504)  346-1646. 


The  Committee  on  Disaster  Prepared¬ 
ness  and  Relief  will  be  sponsoring  Disas¬ 
ter  Preparedness  and  Response 
Workshops  throughout  the  Conference 
during  February.  The  Workshops  will  be 
aimed  at  training  laity  and  clergy  in  or¬ 
der  for  United  Methodists  to  be  more  ca¬ 
pable  of  responding  to  the  needs  of 
victims  and  communities  during  times  of 
disaster. 

United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
(UMCOR)  representative  Virginia  Miller 
and  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  conference  chair¬ 
person  of  the  Committee  on  Disaster 
Preparedness  will  lead  the  workshop 
giving  a  general  overview  of  United 
Methodist  response  both  on  the  world 
and  national  levels,  as  well  as  on  the  con¬ 
ference  level. 

Red  Cross  representative  Melvin  Da¬ 
vis  will  give  a  description  of  who  the  Red 
Cross  is,  what  services  they  provide  and 
inform  those  participating  how  United 
Methodists  and  the  Red  Cross  can  work 
together  and  how  to  set  up  a  shelter  in  a 
local  church. 


Other  clergy  and  laity  will  assist  Rev. 
Howe  in  the  workshop,  including  Rev. 
Sam  Reeves,  Doris  Sheppards  and 
Wayne  Evans,  who  will  talk  about  their 
personal  experiences  dealing  with  disas¬ 
ters.  Evans  will  also  conduct  a  workshop 
on  pastoral  care  in  disasters  and  will 
particularly  discuss  areas  such  as  coun¬ 
seling,  worship  at  disaster  scene,  serving 
as  the  peoples’  advocate  and  recognizing 
burnout  of  volunteers. 


The  dates  for  the  workshops  are:  Feb. 
22  —  First  Church,  New  Orleans;  Feb.  23 
—  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge; 
Feb.  25  —  First  Church,  Crowley  and 
Feb  26  —  Trinity  Church,  Rustoa. 

The  workshops  will  begin  at  10  a  m. 
and  are  expected  to  last  until  4  p.m.  The 
cost  of  the  workshop  is  $7.50  per  person, 
which  includes  the  cost  of  the  meal  Reg¬ 
istrations  should  be  turned  in  to  Rev. 
Tom  Howe  as  soon  as  possible. 


DISASTER  PREPAREDNESS  AND  RESPONSE  WORKSHOPS  REGISTRATION] 

NAME  - - - Clergy _ Laity _  j 

MAILING  ADDRESS _ 

PHONE  NUMBER  _ _ _  OCCUPATION  _  j 

CHURCH  _ _ _ _ _  j 

I  WILL  ATTEND  THE  WORKSHOP  SCHEDULED  FOR  _  j 

Return  registration  to  Rev.  Tom  Howe,  P.O.  Box  1201,  Thibodaux,  LA.  70302.  ! 


f 


HAVING  A  GOOD  TIME  —  Pictured  left  to  right  are  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  his 
wife  Nancy  and  Rev.  Jain  Cain,  Director  of  the  CrossLines  Ministry,  who  spoke  dur¬ 
ing  the  Convocation  of  Boards  dinner. 


1 988  Convocation  of  Boards 


Ministry  Don  Cottrill,  standing,  spoke  to  a  very  large  group  during  the  Convocation 
of  Boards,  informing  them  of  the  happenings  of  the  Board. 


MAKING  PREPARATIONS  —  The  Committee  on  Disaster  Preparedness  and 
Relief  met  during  the  Convocation  of  Boards  and  one  of  their  major  topics  of  discus¬ 
sion  was  their  upcoming  Disaster  Preparedness  Workshops.  (SEE  RELATED  STO¬ 
RY  ABOVE.)  Pictured  are  members  of  the  committee,  r.  to  1.,  Doug  Cain,  Tom 
Howe  and  Doris  Sheppard. 


1  MEETING  OF  THE  MINDS  —  Members  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  discussion  during  the  Convocation  of  Boards.  The  chairperson  of  the 
committee  is  Mary  Margaret  Barr.  Pictured  are,  r.  to  1.,  August  Aamodt  W  O 
Lynch  and  Terrel  DeVille. 


l 


INTERESTING  DISCUSSION  —  The  Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Concen 
Committee,  headed  by  David  Trickett  discussed  many  plans  for  1988.  Pictured  ar 
I.  to  r„  David  Billings,  Tom  Crosby,  Woody  Smith  and  David  Trickett. 


I  *  a 


LISTENING  INTENTLY  —  The  Board  of  Diaconal  Ministries  met  during  the 
Convocation  of  Boards  to  discuss  a  number  of  interesting  issues.  Pictured  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board,  from  1.  to  r.,  Bert  Scott,  Dick  Scott-Welch,  Doris  Sheppard  and 
Kirby  Vining. 
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w Editorial ' 

Is  Christianity  a  bad  influence? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Here  I  Stand 


FEBRUARY  12,  1988; 


Sanity  needed  in  setting  ministers’  pay 


Outmoded  images  often  die  hard.  That 
is  particularly  true  of  negative  religious 
stereotypes. 

A  religion  professor  at  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  recently  punctured  one  such  im¬ 
age  of  Christianity  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

Dr.  Lamin  Sanneh  challenged  the  of¬ 
ten-stated  notion  that  the  Christian  faith 
typically  undermines  the  native  culture 
of  non- Western  peoples  who  accept  it. 

To  the  contrary.  Christianity  more  typi¬ 
cally  helps  preserve  indigenous  cultures, 
Dr  Sanneh  told  participants  at  a  recent  in¬ 
ternational  meeting  on  evangelism. 

Dr.  Sanneh.  a  native  of  The  Gambia  in 
West  Africa,  identified  two  ways  in  which 
Christianity,  as  transmitted  by  Western 
missionaries,  has  interacted  constructive¬ 
ly  with  non-Westem  host  cultures. 

First,  he  said  that  the  desire  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  translate  the  Bible  into  na¬ 
tive  languages  has  promoted  both 
literacy  and  a  sense  of  national  identity. 
Second,  acceptance  of  biblical  teachings 
has  helped  many  native  peoples  to  resist 
Western  colonial  domination. 

Dr.  Sanneh’s  conclusion:  Unlike  his 
former  faith,  Islam,  when  the  “seed”  of 
the  Gospel  — the  Lordship  of  Jesus 
Christ— is  planted  in  the  soil  of  other 
cultures,  it  gives  rise  to  those  cultures’ 
own  unique  expressions  of  Christianity. 

We  believe  Dr.  Sanneh  is  on  target. 
However,  such  views  will  need  to  be  re¬ 
peated  many  times  to  counteract  the  un¬ 
favorable  images  that  have  developed  of 
Christianity’s  cross-cultural  expansion. 

Best-selling  novels  like  “Hawaii”  have 
reinforced  unflattering  stereotypes  of 
missionaries  as  culture-destroying  fanat¬ 
ics.  A  recent  popular  movie,  “The  Mis¬ 
sion."  suggests  that  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  16th  century  Brazil  was  a  “Tro- 
j  horse”  for  destructive  colonial  forces. 

It  is  wrong  to  suggest  that  all  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  efforts  have  been  an  un¬ 
mixed  blessing  to  reciDient  peoples.  But 


Dr.  Sanneh  rightly  challenges  the  equally 
wrong  assumption  that  Christianity  inev¬ 
itably  harms  native  cultures. 

Dr.  Sanneh’s  conclusions  have  several 
important  implications. 

'f  They  should  enable  us  to  set  aside 
objections  to  continued  efforts  to  share 
the  Christian  gospel  in  places  where  it 
hasn’t  been  proclaimed  and  accepted. 
The  suggestion  that  Christian  influence 
“does  more  harm  than  good”  to  a  native 
culture  just  is  not  true— and  probably 
never  was. 

We  should  use  Jesus’  methodology  of 
meeting  and  loving  people  "where  they 
are”  when  we  share  the  Gospel  with  oth¬ 
ers.  Far  from  being  destructive,  faith 
shared  in  this  way  is  life-changing  and 
life-enhancing— both  to  individuals  and 
to  the  larger  culture  in  which  they  live. 

f  Critics  of  Christian  missionary  ef¬ 
forts  overlook  an  important  truth:  The 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  amazingly 
adaptable  to  individual  and  local  circum¬ 
stances.  In  fact,  the  Christian  faith  is 
universally  experienced  as  true  precise¬ 
ly  because  it  can  be  expressed  and  expe¬ 
rienced  in  endlessly  diverse  particular 
settings. 

At  the  same  time,  every  individual  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  Gospel  contains  cultural 
influences.  It  is  a  continuing  temptation 
to  misidentify  such  influences  as  pure, 
important  elements  of  the  Gospel. 

As  Western  Christians,  our  particular  ex¬ 
pression  of  the  faith  is  not  the  only  one  pos¬ 
sible  In  fact.  Western  Christians  are  slowly 
learning  that  our  faith  is  enriched  as  we 
hear  the  witness  of  Christians  from  parts  of 
the  world  very  different  from  our  own. 

Their  witness  reminds  us  that  our  task 
as  Christ’s  followers  is  not  to  lead  others, 
whether  close  to  home  or  far  away,  to 
our  particular  way  of  life. 

Our  task  is  to  lead  others  to  the  One  who 
transforms  all  ways  of  life  into  His  way. 


By  WILLIAM  L.  KEMP 

Did  you  hear  the  one  about  the  pastor 
who  put  off  buying  a  new  car  until  after 
charge  conference  because  he  feared  it 
would  endanger  his 
chances  of  getting  a 
raise? 

I  know  it’s  not  a 
joke.  It’s  the  yearly 
madness  that  causes 
even  the  most  veter¬ 
an  of  pastors  to  lose 
sleep  over  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  salary  negoti¬ 
ation. 

This  process  is  especially  crazy  in  a 
multiple-point  charge  where  the  pastor 
must  travel  with  hat  in  hand  from  the 
pastor-parish  relations  committee 
through  a  multitude  of  administrative 
councils  and  finance  committees  only  to 
have  all  parties  rehearsed  for  the  real 
debate  at  charge  conference. 

No  matter  what  the  size  or  type  of 
charge,  our  current  method  of  salary  ne¬ 
gotiation  each  year  involves  a  large 


number  of  people  in  discussion  of  a  deli¬ 
cate  and  complex  issue.  Often  times  the 
only  tools  they  bring  to  the  discussion 
are  vaguely  held  opinions. 

It  would  be  healthy  for  local  church 
leaders  to  spend  serious  study  time  in  es¬ 
tablishing  the  salary  level  their  church 
needs  to  operate  at,  then  having  done  the 
work,  to  be  able  to  leave  the  issue  rest 
for  a  few  years. 

Pastoral  contentment  and  length  of 
stay  at  an  appointment  might  be  in¬ 
creased  if  salary  could  be  negotiated  for 
multiyear  contracts. 

Link  to  external  standard 

A  local  church  could  do  a  fair  job  of 
this,  even  with  the  uncertainty  of  future 
inflation  rates,  if  they  would  be  willing  to 
link  the  salary  to  some  external  standard. 

For  example,  a  congregation  might 
make  its  base  for  the  pastor’s  salary  to 
be  120  percent  of  the  conference  mini¬ 
mum  salary.  Or  it  could  base  what  it 
pays  the  pastor  on  the  denominational 
average  compensation  figure  provided 


each  year  by  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions,  or  on  the  average  of  pastors’  sala¬ 
ries  in  their  district  or  conference. 

The  point  is  that  any  church,  by  link¬ 
ing  up  with  an  external  standard,  can  es¬ 
tablish  its  place  in  the  salary  paying 
scale  and  then  hold  that  place  each  year 
with  a  simple  calculation.  This  would 
give  a  fresh  breath  of  honesty  to  an  often 
misunderstood  area  of  church  life.* 

I  know  that  district  superintendents  of¬ 
ten  find  themselves  selling  a  new  appoint¬ 
ment  to  a  pastor  with  the  words:  “They 
will  pay  better  once  they  get  to  know 
you.”  When  a  charge  fails  to  meet  this  ex¬ 
pectation,  the  pastor  can’t  help  but  take  it 
personally.  How  much  easier  the  cabi¬ 
net's  job  would  be  if  it  knew  the  basic  sal¬ 
ary  the  church  was  comfortable  paying. 

Of  course  a  good  multiyear  contract 
would  specify  conditions  for  additional 
raises  on  top  of  the  base  salary.  Finan¬ 
cial  rewards  could  be  stated  for  complet¬ 
ing  a  D.Min.  degree,  for  example,  or  for 
meeting  certain  new  member  goals  for 
several  years  running. 


A  church  should  at  least  state  that  havi 
ing  a  certain  number  of  years  of  service  t<5 
the  charge  is  worth  a  certain  additional 
amount  in  the  salary.  There  should  also  be 
stated  conditions  that  would  open  the  salai 
ry  issue  up  for  renegotiation  such  as  a  su& 
tained  drop  in  church  income. 

Talk  openly  and  honestly 

Having  to  write  a  multiyear  contract 
would  force  local  church  leadership,  th6 
pastor  and  the  district  superintendent  to 
talk  openly  and  honestly  about  what  fac¬ 
tors  are  fair  to  use  in  determining  salary; 

I  think  it’s  not  only  possible,  but  of  vital 
importance,  that  we  find  a  way  out  of  the 
yearly  madness.  If  we  as  United  Method¬ 
ists  feel  that  pastoral  ministry  has  an  im¬ 
portant  prophetic  aspect  to  it,  then  we 
need  to  find  ways  to  separate  the  salary 
issue  from  the  popularity  of  a  pastor. 

We  ought  to  relinquish  the  use  of  “a 
raise”  each  year  as  a  way  of  people  say¬ 
ing  to  their  pastor  "we  like  you.”  This 
message  is  better  communicated  else¬ 
where.  It  is  better  stewardship  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  design  the  pastor’s  salary  package 
around  their  vision  of  what  they  feel  the 
pastoral  office  should  do  for  them  and 
what  is  fair  compensation  for  that  work. 

This  involves  a  different  mode  of  think¬ 
ing  than  that  which  we  currently  employ. 
However,  it  is  a  saner  way  of  dealing  with 
what  is  too  often  a  painful  subject. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues, 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  William . 
Kemp  is  pastor  of  the  Glasgow  Larger 
Parish  in  Glasgow.  Pennsylvania  (West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for' 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced' 
pages  maximum  length )  to:  “Here  T 
Stand.”  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.' 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Sl&H,  IF  WE.  WANT  TO  EDOCATE 
CXJR  yoOTH  PROPERL4,  THE  CHORCM 
NEEDS  TO  TAKE  A  RADICALLY  NEW 
STAND  ON  THE  ISSUE  OF  SEX. 


WHAT'S 
THAT?  J y 


ADMIT  IT 
EXISTS. 


William  Kemp 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Let’s  be  less  negative,  more  substantive 


To  the  Editor: 

How  often  in  reading  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  in  the  Reporter  I  find  the  phrase,  “no 
wonder  we  are  losing  members,”  or 
words  similar. 

These  are  letters  usually  dealing  with 
the  personal  versus  the  social  gospel,  the 
hymns  of  our  church,  the  effort  toward 
more  inclusive  language,  or  homosexuality. 

When  such  a  phrase  is  used  I  know  that 
the  subsequent  argument  is  weak.  We  in¬ 
evitably  resort  to  what  logicians  call  the 
“argumentum  ad  populum”— or  appeal¬ 
ing  to  popular  prejudices— whenever  we 
are  short  in  substance. 

No  one  wants  to  lose  members,  but  not 
to  consider  some  controversial  subjects 
because  we  may  lose  members  is  to  take 
the  church  out  of  the  dialogue  on  some  of 
the  basic  issues  of  our  time.  We  are  in 
the  world  (not  of  it)  and  blessed  in  order 
to  be  a  blessing.  I  find  it  difficult  to 
imagine  our  being  helpful  if  we  avoid  the 
difficult  subjects. 

The  world  is  our  parish,  and  that  in¬ 
cludes  all  the  issues.  No  one  of  us  has  the 
last  word  or  the  absolute  truth.  We  need 
both  to  speak  and  to  listen.  God  works 
His  way  in  and  through  honest  dialogue 
with  sincere  people  sharing  convictions 
in  the  context  of  respect  for  the  integrity 
of  those  with  whom  we  disagree. 

This  is  just  a  plea  to  letter  writers  to 
be  more  substantive  and  less  pejorative. 

George  M.  Ricker 
San  Marcos,  Texas 

Teaching  issue  raised 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  the  Jan.  22  article  con¬ 
cerning  the  request  for  a  formal  inquiry 
into  charges  of  racism  and  sexism  at  the 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology. 

Dr.  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen,  who  is  ap- 
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parently  the  principal  figure  in  the  in¬ 
vestigation,  points  out  that  her 
reputation  as  “an  outspoken  liberation 
theologian”  was  the  major  factor  in  the 
termination  of  her  contract. 

If  she  taught  her  students  about  liber¬ 
ation  theology  and  the  myriad  modern, 
transient  theologies  together  with  tradi¬ 
tional  theological  thinking,  then  she  has 
a  legitimate  complaint,  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism  aside. 

However,  if  she  taught  liberation  the¬ 
ology  as  the  transcendent  theological 
path  to  follow  in  today’s  world,  then  she 
should  have  been  dismissed  as  should 
any  other  theologian  doing  likewise. 

It  is  most  disturbing  to  see  the  bright 
young  people  who  have  chosen  service  in 
the  ministry  fall  under  the  influence  of 
misguided  zealots  of  the  left. 

Philip  Shriver 
Foster,  Oregon 

Should  wife  cook  Sundays? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Jan.  22  “My  Witness"  article  head¬ 
lined,  “New  Year’s  resolution:  ‘Keep  the 
Sabbath,’  ”  by  Philip  Beisswenger  was 
most  interesting. 

Mr.  Beisswenger  will  “refrain  from  pa¬ 
tronizing  restaurants  on  Sundays”  in  the 
belief  that  he  is  “keeping  the  Sabbath.” 

Does  this  mean  that  a  man  should  tell  his 
wife  that  she  shouldn’t  cook  on  Sundays? 

Elizabeth  Weesner 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Motivation  questioned 

To  the  Editor. 

An  article  in  the  Jan.  22  issue  of  the 
Reporter  by  Philip  Beisswenger  pro¬ 
motes  keeping  the  Sabbath. 

His  suggestions  for  the  spiritual  disci¬ 
pline  of  keeping  the  day  holy  should  be 
very  helpful.  However,  while  I  commend 
his  program,  I  question  his  motivation. 

His  stated  desire  is  to  keep  the  Fourth 
Commandment.  I  disagree  with  him. 

Keeping  the  Law  is  as  much  a  sign  of 
Israel’s  peculiar  relationship  with  God  as 
the  rite  of  circumcision.  And  the  Ten 
Commandments  are  definitely  part  of 
the  Law.  The  Christian  is  not  under  law, 
however,  but  under  grace. 

The  great  moral  evils,  murder,  adul¬ 
tery,  theft,  falsehood,  are  not  wrong  be¬ 
cause  they  are  forbidden  by  the  Law. 
They  are  certainly  held  as  evil  by  the 
Christian  faith,  and  are  admitted  to  be 
wrong  by  all  civilized  people. 

But  if  we  look  at  the  other  commands 
we  see  that  they  have  very  little  rele¬ 
vance  for  20th  century  Christians  The 


making  of  graven  images  to  worship  is 
not  one  of  our  sins.  I  am  not  sure  of  the 
meaning  of  “taking  the  Name  in 
vain”. . .  We  do  not  refrain  from  coveting 
because  it  is  forbidden  by  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments.  The  same  is  true  regarding 
the  honoring  of  our  parents. 

Alan  C.  Lynch 
Lubbock,  Texas 
Missing  ingredient  named 
To  the  Editor: 

Like  other  United  Methodists,  I  have  vis¬ 
ited  many  churches.  Some  were  quite  suc¬ 
cessful  as  evidenced  by  size,  attendance 
and  budget,  and  others  merely  existed. 

Asking  myself  why,  I  concluded  that 
some  truly  emphasized  the  Bible  and  some 
stressed  everything  except  what  is  in  the 
Bible.  But  that  is  putting  it  too  plainly  and 
in  itself  does  not  provide  the  answer. 

A  very  common  word  provides  the  an¬ 
swer:  “Feeling.”  In  what  spirit  did  the 
people  leave  the  service.  Were  they  exu¬ 
berant,  were  they  happy  or  were  they  to¬ 
tally  lacking  in  feeling  and  consequently 
lived  that  way  all  the  following  week? 

Our  ministers  are  failing  so  we  fail 
with  them.  I  do  not  know  how  they  were 
trained  in  our  seminaries  but  one  thing 
they  definitely  did  not  study— or  learn— 
and  that  is  that  via  the  pulpit,  they  are 
the  contact  between  God  and  his  people. 

They  are  not  (or  should  not  be)  lobby¬ 
ists  for  a  homosexual  society,  a  front  for 
the  Civil  Liberties  Union,  or  even  a 
speaker  protecting  juveniles. 

What  does  God  want?  That  must  be  the 
central  theme  in  our  churches.  Why  are  our 
ministers  fearful  or  hesitant  to  preach  as 
Jesus  did — or  Paul  and  Jeremiah— bring  it 
up  to  date  as  Dwight  L  Moody  did? 

That’s  the  answer— as  God  talks  to  us, 
then  also  our  ministers  must  talk  to  us. 
and  in  the  same  language. 

Forrest  E.  Turvey 
Emporia,  Kansas 

Editorials  appreciated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  congratulate  you  on 
several  recent  editorials  in  the  Reporter. 
They  indicate  a  great  depth  of  insight 
and  observation  and  a  sense  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  our  faith. 

Robert  E.  Field 
Olympia  Fields,  Illinois 

Petition  deadline  sought 

To  the  Editor: 

I  think  the  Reporter  should  run  in  ev¬ 
ery  February  issue  the  date  by  which  pe¬ 
titions  to  General  Conference  must  be 
filed  and  the  address  to  which  they 


should  be  sent. 

Forces  that  could  destroy  our  church 
are  very  strong.  These  evil  forces  are 
working  very  hard  to  bring  about 
changes  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

Christian  people  need  to  work  diligent¬ 
ly  to  be  heard  and  to  be  made  aware  of 
the  avenues  that  are  available  to  them  as 
members  of  the  church. 

Please  give  this  matter  your  urgent 
attention. 


Mildred  Giese 


Campbellton,  Texas 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Petitions  to  General 
Conference  must  be  postmarked  no  lat¬ 
er  than  Feb.  27.  They  should  be  mailed 
to  Dr.  C.  Faith  Richardson,  168  Mount 
Vernon  St.,  Newtonville,  Mass.  02160. 
For  some  suggested  steps  in  filing  a  pe¬ 
tition,  see  UMR  editorial,  Jan.  15. 

Decision  mis-reported 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Jan.  1  issue,  Darrell  Turner  of 
Religious  News  Service  wrote,  “The  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  struck  down  a  Louisiana 
law  that  required  the  teaching  of  the  bib¬ 
lical  creation  story  in  public  schools 
whenever  evolution  is  taught.” 

That  is  a  complete  reversal  of  the  facts. 

I  quote  Bill  Keith,  president  of  the 
Creation  Science  Legal  Defense  Fund: 
“Our  Louisiana  law  contained  a  provi¬ 
sion  that  forbade  the  teaching  of  religion 
in  conjunction  with  the  teaching  of  cre¬ 
ation  ‘science.’  ” 

Instruction  was  to  have  been  a  matter 
of  evolutionary  “science”  vs.  non-evolu- 
tionary  “science.” 

In  many  ways  the  Supreme  Court  ar¬ 
gued  for  the  teaching  of  creation.  The 
court  said: 

1.  That  scientific  critiques  of  scientific 
theories  may  be  taught. 

2.  That  teachers  can  teach  about  a  va¬ 
riety  of  competing  scientific  theories;  for 
example,  competing  theories  for  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  mankind. 

3.  That  teachers  may  teach  about  any 
scientific  concept  that  is  founded  on  sci¬ 
entific  fact. 

4.  That  a  religious  purpose  alone  does 
not  invalidate  an  act  of  a  state  legisla¬ 
ture  and,  by  implication,  does  not  invali¬ 
date  an  educational  policy  of  a  state  or 
local  board  of  education. 

5.  That  the  establishment  of  religion 
clause  of  the  Constitution  is  not  violated 
simply  because  proposed  subject  matter 
happens  to  coincide  with  religious  tenets. 

Clifford  D.  Van  Orsdel 
Coral  Gables,  Florida 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

What  a  wonderfully  unexpected  moment! 


Time  has  played  some  unexpected 
tricks  on  my  87-year-old  widowed  moth¬ 
er’s  once  sharp  mind.  Her  perception  of 
reality  fluctuates 
considerably  within 
even  short  periods  of 
time. 

A  broken  hip,  cou¬ 
pled  with  her  inabil¬ 
ity  to  understand 
why  she  should  suf¬ 
fer  the  pain  of  learn¬ 
ing  to  walk,  has  left 
Mother  confined  to  a  wheelchair . 

On  a  recent  Sunday  evening  I  was  vis¬ 
iting  her  in  the  nursing  home  where  she 
has  lived  for  ihe  past  year  a  few  miles 
from  my  home. 

We  sat  in  one  end  of  the  dining  room 
with  a  small  group  of  residents  of  the 
home  who  were  gathered  for  their  week¬ 
ly  worship  service. 

When  the  young  people  who  were  to 
lead  the  service  arrived,  they  began  to 


pass  out  hymnals,  all  the  while  apologiz¬ 
ing  for  not  having  a  pianist. 

My  offer  to  play  for  the  singing  was 
accepted  gratefully  with  “God  has  pro¬ 
vided”  exclamations. 

As  I  sat  down  before  the  tall,  antique- 
finished  piano  with  my  back  to  the 
group,  I  wondered  if  my  mother  was  dis¬ 
turbed  that  I  had  left  her  sitting  alone. 
And  I  wondered  whether  she  would  real¬ 
ize  that  it  was  her  daughter  playing  the 
piano. 

As  I  played  the  familiar  hymns,  I  was 
reminded  of  a  scene  many  years  ago  in  a 
small  church  in  northwestern  Oklahoma 
where  my  father  was  pastor.  On  the  plat¬ 
form  in  front  of  the  cold,  empty  sanctu¬ 
ary,  a  stubborn  little  girl  twisted  on  a 
round  piano  stool,  reluctantly  practicing 
her  music  lesson  on  an  old  upright  piano. 

Her  mother  sat  nearby,  ready  to  apply 
the  “encouragement”  of  a  few  swats 
from  a  yardstick,  if  necessary. 

Little  did  that  little  girl  dream  that 


years  hence  she  would  become  a  music 
teacher.  Nor  that  she  would  be  grateful 
someday  for  a  mother  who  was  deter¬ 
mined  that  her  daughters  would  have  an 
opportunity  she  herself  had  been  de¬ 
nied— to  learn  to  play  the  piano. 

Nor  did  the  mother  and  the  daughter 
dream  that  in  that  early  scene  “God  was 
providing"  for  another  very  different 
scenario  in  a  far  distant  future  in  a  nurs¬ 
ing  home  near  Dallas. 

When  the  singing  portion  of  the  nurs¬ 
ing  home  service  was  over  and  I  re¬ 
turned  to  my  seat  next  to  my  mother’s 
wheelchair,  she  was  smiling. 

Then  my  mother — never  a  woman  giv¬ 
en  to  superlatives— said  to  me,  “That 
was  wonderful!” 

The  emotion  visible  in  her  face 
matched  my  gratitude  for  how  God  pro¬ 
vides  such  wonderfully  unexpected  mo¬ 
ments. 

-ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


Roberta  Sappington 


My  Witness 

How  many  hurting  people 
have  we  lost  from  church? 


By  JANIE  COMPTON 

About  eight  years  ago,  I  developed  a 
connective  tissue  disease  that  has  great¬ 
ly  changed  my  life.  I  have  learned  first¬ 
hand  what  it  is  like 
trying  to  cope  with  a 
chronic  illness. 

But  more  impor¬ 
tant  than  this,  I  have 
learned  how  much 
power  each  of  us 
possesses  that  can  ei¬ 
ther  crush  our  lives 
and  totally  destroy  Janie  Compton 
us  or  lift  us  up  and  let  God’s  wonderful 
love  flow  through  to  a  hurting  heart. 

The  first  few  years  were  filled  with  a 
lot  of  anger.  I  could  not  understand  why 
this  was  happening  to  me.  I  had  become 
very  active  in  the  church  and  school  with 
my  children  and  I  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

Then  I  found  myself  in  a  position  where 
I  was  very  limited  in  what  I  could  do  be¬ 
cause  of  weakness  and  chronic  pain.  Now 
because  of  these  experiences  I  can  actual¬ 
ly  praise  God  for  what  I  have  been 
through  because  I  have  become  much 
stronger  spiritually.  I  feel  God  is  leading 
me  to  a  new  form  of  ministry  much  need¬ 
ed  in  our  world  today— one  of  sensitivity 
and  compassion  to  a  hurting  world. 

By  joining  a  support  group  for  anyone 
with  a  chronic  illness,  I  gained  much 
strength  from  being  with  others  more 
sensitive  to  my  needs.  But  it  was  alarm¬ 
ing  to  hear  what  a  negative  influence 
others  had  been  in  their  lives. 

Find  new  friends 

Most  of  us  agree  that  you  have  to  find 
a  new  set  of  friends  because  not  many 
people  want  to  stick  with  you  as  you 
struggle  with  each  day.  Some  have 
talked  about  thoughts  of  suicide  because 
they  felt  no  one  cared.  They  needed  so 
desperately  for  someone  to  reach  out  to 
them  with  love  and  compassion. 

The  most  disturbing  thing  to  me  though 
is  how  people  are  being  turned  off  to  reli¬ 
gion  because  of  ministers  and  others  who 


do  not  know  how  to  talk  to  them. 

It  broke  my  heart  to  hear  the  person, 
beside  me  say  that  she  used  to  be  a  reli-. 
gious  person,  but  she  wasn’t  now.  We 
were  discussing  how  many  in  the  group 
including  myself  had  been  told  by  a  min¬ 
ister  or  someone  in  the  church  that  if  you 
had  the  faith  you  should  have,  then  you 
would  not  be  sick. 

At  the  time  I  was  told  this,  I  was  at  a 
very  low  point  in  my  life  and  it  almost  de¬ 
stroyed  me.  It  took  a  long  time  and  a  lot 
of  prayers  to  work  through  this  in  my  life. 

God  then  revealed  to  me  that  healing 
will  come  but  it  may  not  be  right  away.. 
It  may  take  days,  months,  or  years,  or  it 
may  not  come  in  this  lifetime.  It  may 
come  on  that  wonderful  day  when  we 
reach  our  new  home  in  heaven  and  all,- 
our  pain  and  tears  shall  be  wiped  away.  . 

Lots  of  people  are  hurting 

There  are  a  lot  of  hurting  people  in  the  - 
world  today,  not  just  from  physical  pain, 
but  from  the  pain  of  divorce,  rejection, 
and  loneliness.  , 

How  much  greater  would  our  church;' 
attendance  be  if  each  of  us  took  the  time 
to  reach  out  to  one  hurting  person?  How 
many  people  have  we  lost  in  our  churches 
because  of  cruel  and  insensitive  remarks? 

Are  you  building  bridges  to  the  hearts  of 
others  and  letting  God’s  love  flow  through? 
Or  are  you  knocking  down  the  support  sys¬ 
tems,  making  the  bridge  impossible? 

We  each  have  the  potential  to  be  a  step¬ 
ping  stone  or  stumbling  block  in  the  lives 
of  others.  Which  way  will  you  choose? 

““My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life> 
Janie  Compton  is  a  member  of  Second 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Knoxville. 
Tennessee  (Holston  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Witr 
ness.”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  Memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 

"Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry"  (214)  630-6495 
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Mission  reaches  children  in  slum 

United  Methodist  couple  succeeds  within  sight  of  world-famed  beaches 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil — Bishop  Paulo  Tarso  O.  Lockmann,  newest 
bishop  of  the  “Igreja  Metodista  Brasil  (Methodist  Church  of  Brazil),  greets 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Advance  Committee.  With  him  are  Bish¬ 
op  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  (left)  and  missionary  Marion  Way  of  Rio. 

2,355 projects  okayed 
for  Advance  support 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— While 
Brazilians  danced  to  a  samba  beat  in 
preparation  for  their  yearly  “carnaval,” 
members  of  the  United  Methodist  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  never  missed  a  step  ei¬ 
ther  in  tending  to  current  business  or  in 
preparation  for  their  own  celebration— 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  church’s  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  program. 

Meeting  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  Jan.  26-Feb. 
1,  the  committee  on  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  approved  listing 
some  2,355  projects  eligible  for  church- 
wide  support  in  the  1989-90  “Partnership 
In  Mission”  catalog. 

The  total  amount  needed  to  fund  all 
these  projects  is  approximately  $134.9 
million,  compared  to  $121  million  for  231 
fewer  projects  in  1987-88. 

An  Advance  Special  gift  is  a  designat¬ 
ed  financial  contribution  made  by  an  in¬ 
dividual,  local  church,  organization, 
district,  or  conference  to  a  project  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  20-member  Advance  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries. 

Projects  are  proposed  to  the  commit¬ 
tee  by  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  World  Division,  National  Division 
and  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  (UMCOR),  based  on  consultation 
with  church  leaders  in  the  area  where 
each  project  is  located. 

Although  the  new  catalog  will  list 
more  projects  than  last  year’s,  several 
were  dropped  because  they  have  failed 
to  attract  any  funds  during  the  past  eight 
years,  said  the  Rev.  William  T.  Carter, 
director  of  The  Advance. 

Dr.  Carter  reported  that  at  least  610 


projects  submitted  originally  by  the 
three  Global  Ministries  units  attracted 
no  Advance  funds. 

Advance  Committee  members  re¬ 
quested  that  churches  in  this  country  and 
overseas  requesting  specific  aid  priori¬ 
tize  their  requests  in  an  effort  to  assure 
that  each  will  receive  some  funding. 

Dean  Hancock,  a  staff  executive  of 
UMCOR,  said,  “It  can  hurt  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  a  church  if,  for  eight  years, 
nothing  comes,  and  they  think  United 
Methodists  aren’t  supportive  of  their 
programs.” 

While  some  Advance  committee  mem¬ 
bers  were  quick  to  delete  a  project  re¬ 
ceiving  no  assistance,  others  said 
programs  in  areas  where  there  are  no 
United  Methodist  missionaries  should 
be  given  another  chance 

“For  example,  we  have  a  project  for 
scholarships  in  Burma  that  I  never  hear 
promoted  in  our  churches,”  said  commit¬ 
tee  vice-president  Kathleen  Haining  of 
Alexandria,  Minn. 

In  other  business,  the  committee  made 
plans  for  a  big  “Advance  party”  during 
the  1988  General  Conference  April  26- 
May  6  in  St.  Louis. 

Twick  Morrison  of  Vicksburg,  Miss., 
said  the  celebration  will  begin  with  a 
special  “Advance  show”  at  General  Con¬ 
ference.  Other  celebrations  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  1988  jurisdictional  meetings  and 
annual  conferences  through  1989. 

Buttons,  balloons,  napkins,  and  other 
resources  will  be  available  for  sale  in 
March  from  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  and  from  the  United  Methodist 
Service  Center  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— Near  the 
golden  sandy  beaches  of  Ipanema  and 
Leblon  stands  a  mountain  dotted  with 
thousands  of  tiny  houses. 

Some  are  wooden  shacks  or  one-room 
homes  made  of  brick.  They  are  unevenly 
stacked  like  toy  blocks  in  the  mud,  ready 
to  tumble  down. 

Brazilians  call  this  a  "flavela,”  a  slum 
containing  more  than  200,000  people. 

Tour  guides  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  usually 
point  out  one  slum  in  particular,  called 
“Rochinha,”  to  warn  beachcombers 
against  venturing  into  this  area  of  high 
drug  traffic  and  other  crime. 

But  nestled  in  Rochinha  stands  the 
“Igreja  Metodista  Rochinha”  (Rochinha 
Methodist  Church).  There  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary  couple,  the  Rev.  Ed  and 
Nancy  Tims,  provide  a  sense  of  “paz” 
(peace). 

“We  were  assigned  to  this  church  in 
1979,  during  the  International  Year  of 
the  Child.  The  Methodist  Church  in  Bra¬ 
zil  said  this  was  an  area  that  needed  our 
help,”  said  Mr.  Tims,  standing  among 
piles  of  garbage  in  the  muddy  streets. 

God  cares  for  them,  too 

“In  this  community,  the  children  are 
neglected  and  need  to  know  there  is  a 
God  who  cares  for  them,  too.” 

When  he  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  came  to 
the  church  it  was  boarded  up,  and  all  the 
windows  had  holes. 

“The  children  saw  the  church  as  a  place 
that  opened  its  doors  only  on  Sundays  to 
certain  people.  They  never  really  felt  they 
were  invited  in,"  said  Mrs.  Tims. 

But  the  missionary  couple  met  with 
Rochinha  residents  and  found  that  what 
was  needed  most  was  a  safe  place  for  the 
children  to  play,  away  from  drug  dealers 
and  gang  wars. 

“We  opened  a  day  care  center  with  only 
30  children,”  continued  Mrs.  Tims,  “and 
fed  them  three  meals  a  day,  provided 
games  and  held  a  vacation  Bible  school. 

“One  day  a  little  boy  came  up  to  me 
and  said  (in  Portuguese),  ‘I  like  it  here. 
And  you  know  what;  I’m  not  going  to 
throw  rocks  at  the  church  any  more!’  ” 

That  was  the  beginning  of  a  new  minis¬ 
try  at  the  Methodist  Church  of  Rochinha. 

As  the  Timses  begin  their  ninth  year  in 
this  ministry,  the  day  care  program  has 
120  children  and  a  full  child-care  staff. 
Mothers  are  told  there  is  a  waiting  list 
and  are  turned  away  constantly. 
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Through  funding  from  the  United 
Methodist  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church,  the  mission  project  at  Rochinha 
has  grown  from  the  initial  church  day 
care  center  to  include  a  gymnasium  on 
the  top  floor  of  a  community  center, 
nicknamed  by  the  children  “a  little  piece 
of  heaven.” 

The  Timses  have  added  a  third  build¬ 
ing  to  the  church  center,  constructed 
from  Advance  funds  and  money  from 
United  Methodist  Women.  Activities 
there  range  from  ju-jitsu  classes  to  silk- 
screen  art  work.  An  auto  repair  shop  is 
expected  to  open  soon  to  train  men  for 
jobs  as  mechanics. 

Nancy  Tims  is  especially  proud  of  the 
women’s  classes  in  cooking  and  the  new- 
clothing  factory  to  give  Rochinha  women 
employment. 

“Soon  we  hope  to  have  use  of  a  new  re¬ 
creation  room  and  a  large  new  kitchen 
for  our  growing  community  center,”  said 
Mrs.  Tims.  “Our  work  has  grown  be¬ 
cause  of  the  generosity  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  faith  of  the 
community.” 

More  people  come  for  help 

“The  economic  chaos  in  Brazil  has 
caused  Rochinha  to  grow  at  a  pace  of  50 
new  dwellings  a  month,”  Mr.  Tims  said 
in  his  monthly  newsletter  to  United 
Methodists.  ‘‘Even  the  lower  middle 
class  is  moving  to  the  slum.” 

"Our  community  efforts  to  improve 
conditions  can’t  keep  pace  with  this  in- 
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RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil — United  Methodist  missionary  the  Rev.  Ed 
Tims  talks  to  a  child  in  the  community  of  Rochinha,  a  Brazilian  slum  on  a 
mountain,  high  above  Rio’s  famed  beaches.  Mr.  Tims  and  his  wife,  Nancy, 
have  provided  a  safe  place  for  children  to  learn  and  play  in  a  Methodist 
community  center. 


flux.  Quality  of  life  is  increasingly  dete¬ 
riorating. 

"How  we  need  the  New  Kingdom!"  the 
newsletter  continues.  “But  more  than 
ever,  we  have  been  aware  that  God  re¬ 
veals  His  Grace  in  the  hour  of  our  deep¬ 


est  desperation.  ...” 

Individuals  or  church  groups  that  wish 
to  assist  this  ministry  through  The  Ad¬ 
vance  may  send  their  gifts  to  their  annu¬ 
al  conference  treasurer  designated  for 
project  No.  007455-6  R-A. 


Religious  groups  considering  legal  action 
over  reported  spying  against  them  by  FBI 


From  Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Several  religious 
groups  are  considering  legal  action  after 
learning  recently  that  the  FBI  had  spied 
on  organizations  opposing  U.S.  policies  in 
Central  America  during  the  1980s,  their 
leaders  said. 

The  religious  agencies— among  hun¬ 
dreds  of  organizations  and  individuals 


Cuban  Methodists  report  steady  growth 


By  LINDA  WORTHINGTON 

Fidel  Castro’s  Caribbean  brand  of 
communism  has  attempted  to  drive  God 
from  the  island  nation,  but  a  recent  visit 
by  seven  Americans  uncovered  signs 
that  God  never  really  left. 

The  visit  was  led  by  United  Methodists 
Herman  and  Rita  Will  of  Seattle.  He  is  a 
former  world  peace  executive  with  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

“The  church  is  growing  steadily,”  said 
Bishop  Armando  Rodriguez  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Cuba. 

“We  have  120  churches,  in  8  districts, 
with  3,000  active  participants  who  mone¬ 
tarily  support  the  church  and  the  sala¬ 
ries  of  56  pastors,”  he  continued. 

Most  left  in  1961 

The  growth  overcomes  the  events  of 
196J  when  51  United  Methodist  mission- 
ari  s,  along  with  most  pastors  and  many 
laypersons,  left  Cuba  after  it  became  ap¬ 
parent  Mr.  Castro  was  creating  a  Marx¬ 
ist  state  90  miles  from  Florida. 

“We  thought  Marxist  society  would  be 
the  death  of  the  church,”  Bishop  Rodri¬ 
guez  explained.  He  was  one  of  three  or¬ 
dained  ministers  who  remained  in  Cuba. 

No  Methodist  churches  closed  during 
the  difficult  early  years  of  Mr.  Castro’s 
rule.  Bishop  Rodriguez  said  the  congre¬ 
gations  were  kept  alive  by  a  strong  laity. 

“Only  one  thing  sustained  them  at  that 
time,”  the  bishop  said.  “God  never  left 
Cuba.” 

Much  of  the  church  work  in  Cuba  to¬ 
day  is  through  the  cooperative  efforts  of 
the  Ecumenical  Council,  which  has  38 
member  denominations  under  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Rev.  Raul  Suarez,  a  Baptist. 
_ During  the  Pax  World  Foundation  vis- 


it,  the  council  held  a  memorial  for  black 
Cuban  hero  Jesus  Menendez  at  the  new 
Martin  Luther  King  Center  adjacent  to 
the  Baptist  church  in  Havana.  Menendez 
was  martyred  defending  sugar  cane 
workers  from  Spanish  planters  while 
Cuba  was  a  colony. 

Among  those  attending  the  memorial 
service  were  members  of  Cuba’s  Com¬ 
munist  Party. 

Evangelization  goes  on 

“We  consider  such  activities  evangeli¬ 
zation,”  said  Mr.  Suarez.  “Evangeliza¬ 
tion  is  not  to  bring  people  to  Christ,  but 
for  the  church  to  accompany  Jesus 
Christ  toward  people  and  toward  society. 
We  insist  on  that  image  of  church.  ” 

‘‘Fidel  (Castro)  attended  my  first 
meeting,”  continued  Mr.  Suarez,  who  be¬ 
came  director  of  the  council  in  1987.  “He 
asked  a  lot  of  questions  about  the  work 
of  the  churches.” 

Most  Cuban  church  leaders  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  encountered  agreed  that  church- 
state  relations  have  improved  in  the  past 
two  years  since  publication  of  a  book, 
"Fidel  and  Religion,"  by  Brazilian  au¬ 
thor  Frei  Betto. 

That  book,  which  covers  23  hours  of  in¬ 
terviews  with  Mr.  Castro,  tells  of  the  dic¬ 
tator’s  early  childhood  in  Jesuit  schools 


and  the  impact  of  religion  on  his  life.  It 
has  become  the  all-time  best  seller  in 
Cuba  and  is  credited  with  helping  ease 
tensions  between  church  and  state. 

Members  of  Cuba’s  Communist  Party 
are  not  permitted  to  become  members  of 
a  church  but  are  allowed  to  attend  gath¬ 
erings  such  as  the  Menendez  memorial. 

“We  accept  the  Communists  just  as 
they  are,”  said  Bishop  Rodriguez.  “We 
try  to  find  the  common  points  between 
us,  not  points  of  confrontation.” 

Common  concerns  of  both  the 
churches  and  the  government  in  Cuba  in¬ 
clude  health  care,  agricultural  develop¬ 
ment  and  education. 

Church  responds  to  requests 

“We  cannot  evangelize  as  we  normally 
think  of  winning  others  to  Christ,”  Bish¬ 
op  Rodriguez  explained.  “But  the  church 
is  free  to  respond  to  any  requests  for  its 
services.  We  have  the  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  20,000  people  to  whom  we  may 
minister.  We  have  a  goal  of  1  million 
members  by  the  year  2000.” 

The  trip  was  sponsored  by  Pax  World 
Foundation,  organized  in  the  early  1970s 
by  two  United  Methodist  ministers. 

Linda  Worthington  is  the  administra¬ 
tor  of  Pax  World  Foundation,  headquar¬ 
tered  in  Bethesda.  Md. 


reportedly  under  FBI  surveillance  for 
five  years  beginning  in  1981— include  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  the  South¬ 
ern  Christian  Leadership  Conference  and 
the  Maryknoll  order  of  Catholic  nuns. 

“Newsday”  quoted  Gregory  Jones,  an 
FBI  spokesperson  in  Washington,  as  say¬ 
ing  the  reason  for  and  focus  of  these  in¬ 
vestigations  was  ‘‘alleged  criminal 
activity,  rather  than  the  motives  and  be¬ 
liefs  of  those  being  investigated.” 

The  covert  activity  was  made  public 
by  the  New  York-based  Center  for  Con¬ 
stitutional  Rights,  which  obtained  more 
than  1,200  pages  of  FBI  files  through  the 
Freedom  of  Information  Act. 

The  center  said  the  surveillance  began 
in  1981  with  an  investigation  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  in  Solidarity  with  the  People  of  El 
Salvador  (CISPES),  a  group  opposed  to 
the  Reagan  administration’s  policy  in 
that  country. 

No  CISPES  member  has  been  charged 
with  a  crime  in  connection  with  the 
probe,  which  gradually  broadened  to  in¬ 
clude  other  groups  and  individuals  op¬ 
posing  U.S.  foreign  policy. 

NCC  suspected  target 

The  Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  NCC,  noted  the  documents  in¬ 
clude  a  reference  to  a  ‘‘Council  of 
Churches”  in  New  York  that  may  repre¬ 
sent  the  ecumenical  organization  he  heads. 

He  said  whether  or  not  the  NCC  was  a 
specific  object  of  surveillance,  the  evidence 


presented  by  the  Center  for  Constitutional 
Rights  ‘‘raises  serious  questions  about  fun¬ 
damental  American  freedoms.” 

Dr.  Brouwer  said,  “The  systematic 
surveillance  of  U.S.  citizens  and  groups 
holding  views  on  foreign  policy  different 
from  those  of  the  administration  had  run 
out  of  control  two  decades  ago. 

“It  now  appears  that  legislation  adopt¬ 
ed  after  the  Watergate  affair  to  con¬ 
strain  U.S.  agencies  from  such  activities 
has  not  been  effective.  This  deserves 
most  serious  attention  both  by  the  Con¬ 
gress  and  the  nation  as  a  whole.” 

Abuse  linked  to  foreign  policy 

The  NCC  executive  said  such  “abuse  of 
governmental  power  and  authority  has 
occurred  in  our  society  almost  invari¬ 
ably  when  the  U.S.  is  involved  in  what  is 
widely  perceived  in  this  country  as  mili¬ 
tary  adventurism  abroad. 

“Foreign  and  domestic  human  rights 
abuse  often  go  together,”  Dr.  Brouwer 
said. 

“This  was  true  during  the  Indo-China 
war  and  it  is  true,  apparently,  once  again 
during  the  period  of  U.S.  support  for  mil¬ 
itary  action  in  Central  America— itself 
at  times  illegal,  as  we  have  learned  in 
the  Iran-Contra  hearings.” 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Lowery,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  president  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence,  declared  that  the  FBI  surveillance 
"smacks  of  Gestapo  tactics  and  the  kind 


RNS  gets  grant  to  research 
press  handling  of  religion 


Lay  delegates  invited  to  meeting 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
RICHMOND,  Va. — About  150  lay  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1988  United  Methodist  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  have  been  invited  to 
Faith  United  Methodist  Church  in  Down¬ 
ers  Grove,  Ill.,  Feb.  27-28  to  discuss  the 
“Houston  Declaration.” 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  bringing  the  good  news.”  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  “good  news” 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  ”in-house  newsletter,”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
214/630-6495 


The  “Houston  Declaration”  is  a  state¬ 
ment  issued  in  December  by  48  selected 
UM  clergy  (see  UMR,  Dec.  25). 

The  statement  takes  positions  on  three 
topics — the  role  of  Scripture,  homosex¬ 
uality  and  language  for  the  Trinity— in 
anticipation  of  the  General  Conference 
April  26-May  1. 

James  Holsinger  Jr.,  lay  leader  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  said  the  Downers 
Grove  meeting  is  being  held  to  “see  what 
lay  folks  feel  about  (the  statement)  so  far 
as  supporting  it  is  concerned.” 

David  Dolson,  a  Pueblo,  Colo.,  layman, 
said  among  options  the  delegates  likely 
would  consider  was  whether  to  draft 
their  own  statement. 

The  Houston  Declaration  “affirm(ed) 
the  Wesleyan  principle  of  the  Primacy  of 
Scripture”;  called  for  retention  of  “Fa¬ 
ther,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit”  in  church  ritu¬ 
als;  and  said  practicing  homosexuals 
should  not  be  ordained  or  “continued)  in 
representative  positions  within  the 
church.” 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Religious  News  Service 
has  received  a  $100,000  grant  from  the 
Lilly  Endowment  to  conduct  research  on 
religion  reporting  and  readership  in  the 
public  press. 

Principal  researcher  will  be  Dr.  Stew¬ 
art  Hoover  of  Temple  University. 

The  news  service’s  editor  and  director, 
the  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  said  the  re¬ 
search  first  will  look  at  the  social 
sources  of  American  public  policy  re¬ 
garding  religion  in  the  United  States  in 
general. 

Second,  it  will  investigate,  through 
case  studies  and  interviews,  decision 
making  processes  in  the  media  regarding 
religion  coverage.  She  said  this  will  in¬ 
volve  interviews  with  people  directly  in 
coverage  of  religion  and  other  individ¬ 
uals  in  the  chain  of  command  who  influ¬ 
ence  policy  in  this  area. 

Third,  the  news  service  will  conduct 
surveys  and  focus  groups  with  “end  us¬ 
ers”  of  religion  coverage. 

At  the  end  of  the  process,  Ms.  Weid¬ 
man  said,  “We  expect  to  draw  on  these 
sources  to  build  a  comprehensive  case 
for  a  new  model  of  media  coverage  of 
religion. 

“This  sort  of  activity  signals  our  inten¬ 


tion  at  RNS  to  provide  leadership  in  reli¬ 
gious  journalism  in  areas  like  research, 
and  this  backing  by  the  Lilly  Endowment 
gets  us  off  to  a  tremendous  start.” 


of  behavior  that  we  accuse  the  Kremlin 
of  performing.” 

Dr.  Lowery  said,  “The  FBI  has  a  long 
history  of  harassment,  investigations  and 
intimidation  of  our  organization. 

“There  was  a  time  when  we  were  sure 
we  were  being  followed  and  the  phones 
were  tapped.” 

Dr.  Lowery,  whose  organization  was 
founded  by  the  Rev.  Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  said,  “It’s  distressing  that  in  the  '80s 
we  have  the  FBI  wasting  taxpayers’ 
money  to  harass,  intimidate  or  discredit 
organizations  that  have  long  histories  of 
the  highest  patriotism.” 

Pittsburgh  center  on  FBI’s  list 

Sister  Linda  Rich,  a  member  of  the 
Sisters  of  Divine  Province  and  a  staff 
member  at  the  Thomas  Merton  Center  in 
Pittsburgh,  said  the  Center  has  “had  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  past  few  years  that  there 
has  been  some  FBI  surveillance  and  in¬ 
formants  coming  to  our  meetings.” 

She  said  members  of  the  organization 
“conduct  our  activities  and  meetings  very 
openly  and  feel  that  simply  because  we 
dissent  from  government  policies,  that 
doesn’t  warrant  them  investigating  us.  Ev¬ 
erything  we  do  is  open  and  nonviolent.” 

She  said  her  group  will  cooperate  with 
the  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights  if  it 
decides  to  seek  legal  redress  from  the 
government. 

Responding  to  press  reports  that  the 
Roman  Catholic  Maryknoll  Sisters  had 
also  been  targeted  by  the  FBI,  Sister 
Mary  Ellen  Mertens,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  missionary  order,  said,  “If  in  fact  an 
investigation  was  carried  out,  we  would 
like  to  see  the  material  relating  to  it.  We 
haven't  seen  it.” 

Sister  Mertens  said  she  was  "quite  sur¬ 
prised  that  the  FBI  would  want  to  inves¬ 
tigate  a  group  such  as  ours,  who  work 
with  local  church  leaders  in  28  countries 
around  the  world.” 


Sending  Forth  Reapers 
For  a  Harvest  of  Souls 

Asbury  Seminary  prepares  men  and  women  for  practical,  biblical,  Wesleyan 
warm-hearted  ministry 


DEGREES: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Arts 
Master  ofTheology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 


Degrees  offered  by 
The  University  of  Kentucky 
Master  of  Social  Work 
Doctor  of  Philosophy 

(anthropology,  communication, 
education  or  sociology) 


Approved  and  accredited  by  The  University  Senate  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  The  Southern  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges,  and  The  Association 
of  Theological  Schools  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

Call  Admissions  toll  free 
1  800  2-ASBURY 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581 
Eastern  Time  Zone 
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Near-dying  rural 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

WATAUGA.  Texas— The  friendliness 
and  warmth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  made  it  a  ‘‘home  church”  from 
the  first  Sunday  the  Andy  Anderson  fam¬ 
ily  attended. 

Like  the  Andersons,  who  came  two  years 
ago  from  West  Virginia,  a  large  number  of 
the  congregation’s  members  and  leaders 
have  recently  moved  from  other  parts  of 
the  country  to  this  former  rural  area.  Wa¬ 
tauga  is  now  an  exploding  blue-collar  sub¬ 
urb  northeast  of  Fort  Worth. 

Some  eight  to  10  new  families  ‘‘just 
happen  in”  each  Sunday  morning,  con¬ 
gregational  leaders  said.  And,  like  the 
Andersons,  a  number  are  drawn  to  join 
die  caring  family  in  the  city"  that  First 
UMC  offers. 

Members  “don’t  fool  around”  about 
drawing  people  in  and  making  them  feel  a 
part  of  the  fellowship,  Mr.  Anderson  said. 


And  they  don’t  sit  back  and  rely  on  the 
large  sign  on  the  busy  street  in  front  of  the 
building  to  attract  people  to  the  church. 
They  have  developed  brochures  and  tried 
direct  mailings  to  addresses  copied  off 
mailboxes  in  housing  developments  or 
from  lists  of  new  home  sales. 

This  year  they  plan  to  get  more  personal 
in  their  outreach  through  neighborhood 
canvassing  with  ‘‘friendly  visits”  of  invita¬ 
tion,  said  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  Rankin  Koch. 

“I  have  no  problem  with  the  concept  of 
marketing’  the  church,”  said  Mr.  Koch, 
who  came  into  the  ministry  with  a  back¬ 
ground  in  retail  sales. 

In  the  past  six  years,  membership  has 
more  than  doubled,  from  144  to  307. 

Church  faced  closure 

But  only  a  year  or  so  before  member¬ 
ship  began  a  steady  climb  in  the  early 
1980s,  the  church  almost  closed. 

Why  such  a  dramatic  turnaround? 
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church  decided  to 


According  to  long-time  member  Betty 
Thatcher,  a  major  factor  was  “devoted 
people  who  never  gave  up,  who  gave 
their  prayers  as  well  as  their  money.” 

Mr.  Koch  said  what  really  kept  the  little 
church  alive  was  that  it  turned  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  “connection”  for  assistance. 

“The  district  and  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  helped  with  organizational  skills, 
leadership  and  funding  to  provide  the 
church  with  the  resources  it  needed  to 
survive,”  Mr.  Koch  said. 

Watauga  was  unique,  said  the  Rev. 
James  El  Shuler,  Central  Texas  conference 
church  growth  and  development  director. 

About  the  time  First  OMC  was  consid¬ 


ering  closing,  Mr.  Shuler  said,  demo¬ 
graphic  studies  showed  that  the  area  was 
about  to  grow. 

“What  had  been  a  small,  rural  church 
whose  congregation  had  dwindled  was 
suddenly  faced  with  a  horrendous  build¬ 
ing  boom  and  the  need  to  become  a  met¬ 
ropolitan  church,"  Mr.  Shuler  said. 

And  church  members  accepted  the 
challenge. 

A  crucial  factor  in  the  turnaround,  Mr. 
Schuler  and  First  UMC  leaders  agreed,  was 
the  appointment  of  an  experienced  minis¬ 
ter  as  the  Watauga  church’s  first  full-time 
pastor  in  1981.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Koch,  now  in  his  fifth  year. 

“We  classified  the  Watauga  church  as 
a  new  church  start  and  applied  the  same 
principles,”  Mr.  Shuler  said. 

“Two  things  make  or  break  a  new 
church— location  and  ministerial  leader¬ 
ship.  You  don’t  send  a  new  pastor  on  his 
first  appointment  to  start  a  church,  so 
we  put  a  little  more  [annual  conference] 
money  into  ministerial  support”  (salary 
and  benefits  for  a  full-time  pastor). 


the  church  today 


Pensions  board  schedules 
investment  public  forum 

DEARBORN,  Mich.  (UMNS)— A  75- 
minute  public  forum  on  questions  of  so¬ 
cial  responsibility  in  investments  has 
been  scheduled  for  March  15  during  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Pensions’ 
spring  meeting  in  Dearborn. 

A  similar  session  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  in 
late  1987  attracted  primarily  questions 
relating  to  board  investments  in  South 
Africa  and  policies  concerning  nuclear 
armaments. 

38  local  churches  given 
casualty-insurance  grants 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— Grants  to 
help  cut  casualty  risks  have  been  award¬ 
ed  38  United  Methodist  churches  in  19 
states  from  a  national  insurance  trust 
fund. 

The  grants  announced  Feb.  3  total 
$62,135  and  range  from  $290  to  $3,928, 
according  to  the  Rev.  John  F.  Norwood, 
an  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin¬ 
istration. 

Projects  include  improvements  such 
as  electrical  wiring,  plumbing,  replace¬ 
ment  of  heating  systems  and  protection 
against  burglary  and  fire. 

Methodist  Home  administrator, 
innovator  Hubert  Johnson  dies 

WACO,  TEXAS  (UMR)— Hubert  T. 
Johnson,  85,  administrator  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Home  in  Waco  from  1933  to  1966, 
died  Jan.  26  in  Waco. 

Under  Mr.  Johnson’s  leadership,  the 
home,  owned  by  the  United  Methodist  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  Texas  and  New  Mex¬ 
ico,  changed  from  a  custodial  home  for 
orphaned  or  abandoned  children  to  a 
child-c^re  institution,  particularly  for 
children  from  broken  homes. 

He  was  a  former  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Methodist  Hospitals 
and  Homes,  a  delegate  to  numerous  gen¬ 
eral  and  jurisdictional  conferences,  and 
a  former  mayor  of  Waco. 

TRAG  gets  ‘new  lease' 
from  Missouri  conferences 

COLUMBIA,  Mo.  (UMR)— The  low- 
powered  TRAG  (Transportation  Agricul¬ 
ture)  vehicle  developed  by  Missouri 


United  Methodists  has  been  given  a  new 
lease  on  life. 

The  Missouri  Area  Office  of  Creative 
Ministries  has  authorized  W.  G.  Ferguson 
of  Marshfield,  Mo.,  to  produce  the  three- 
wheeled  miniature  trucks.  He  replaces 
TRAG  inventor  Earl  Miner,  also  of 
Marshfield,  who  has  said  he  will  concen¬ 
trate  on  developing  a  flying  version  of 
the  TRAG. 

Each  TRAG  costs  approximately  $2,400. 
Shipping  to  overseas  mission  sites  typical4 
ly  costs  $600.  The  TRAG  is  an  approved 
Advance  Special,  #982807-3,  under  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Discipleship  board  fills 
spiritual-growth  position 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  California 
minister  and  doctoral  candidate  joined 
the  staff  of  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  Feb.  1  to  assist  in  a  small-group 
evangelism  and  spiritual  growth  pro¬ 
gram  patterned  after  early  Methodism’s 
Wesley  class  meetings. 

The  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Wayman,  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Gardena,  Calif.,  became  a  direc¬ 
tor  in  the  board’s  section  on  covenant 
discipleship  and  Christian  formation. 

Her  primary  responsibilities  will  be 
developing  materials  for  and  giving 
guidance  to  local  church-based  covenant 
discipleship  groups. 

RSV  Bible  executive 
Gerald  Knoff  dies  at  80 

EAST  SANDWICH,  Mass.  (RNS)— The 
Rev.  Gerald  E.  Knoff,  former  Christian 
education  executive  for  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  a  key  figure  in 
securing  Roman  Catholic  acceptance  of 
the  Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bi¬ 
ble,  died  Jan.  29  at  age  80. 

A  native  of  Madison  Lake,  Minn.,  he  , 
earned  B.D.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  from 
Yale  University,  was  ordained  by  a  pre¬ 
decessor  body  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  served  pastorates  in  South 
Meriden  and  Clinton,  Conn. 

He  joined  the  NCC  staff  as  associate 
general  secretary  for  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  in  1952  and  held  the  post  until  he  re¬ 
tired  20  years  later.  In  that  post  he 
supervised  the  final  stages  of  the  trans¬ 
lation  of  the  RSV  Bible  and  helped  to  se¬ 
cure  publication  of  a  Roman  Catholic 
edition  in  1966. 


Mother-in-law’s  suit  alleges 
Railey  tried  to  murder  wife 


WATAUGA,  Texas — Children  crowd _ r _ _ „wvlt  M 

of  the  altar  of  the  First  UMC  for  the  children’s  sermon  as  they  do  in  each  of 
the  three  regular  Sunday  morning  worship  services.  But  even  three  ser¬ 
vices  barely  accommodate  the  growing  congregation. 


Mrs.  Thatcher,  who  joined  the  church 
in  1968,  confirms  that  the  congregation 
still  reflects  the  "same  caring  love- 
more  of  it  now  that  there  are  more  peo¬ 
ple  to  give  it— that  draws  people  back  to 
the  church.” 

Like  the  Andersons,  Mrs.  Thatcher  and 
her  husband,  both  coming  from  other  de¬ 
nominations,  looked  no  farther  for  a 
church  home  after  they  visited  the  little 
white  church  they  could  see  from  their 
breakfast  table. 

The  congregation  was  established  in 
1962  as  a  mission  outreach  of  the  men’s 
group  of  a  church  in  a  neighboring  suburb. 

Church  feels  growing  pains 

After  years  of  struggle  with  what  Mrs. 
Thatcher  terms  “a  vicious  circle— no 
people,  no  money,  no  room”— the  church 
has  not  only  revived  but  has  even  devel¬ 
oped  "growing  pains.” 

Three  worship  services  (each  with  a 
well-attended  children’s  sermon)  barely 
accommodate  Sunday  morning  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  sanctuary,  enlarged  five 
years  ago  to  seat  100. 

Two  church-school  hours  and  a  porta¬ 
ble  classroom  building  (provided  by  the 
conference  Commission  on  Church 
Growth  and  Development)  help  ease  a 
shortage  of  classroom  space. 

But  the  nursery  is  burgeoning,  and  one 
adult  class,  to  make  room  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  pre-school  class,  recently  began 
meeting  in  a  beauty  shop  across  the 
street  from  the  church. 

Even  a  small  senior-citizens  program 
is  emerging,  adding  needed  “stability 
and  maturity”  to  a  congregation  that  re¬ 
flects  the  unusually  low  number  of  over- 
50s  in  the  community,  said  Mr.  Koch. 

Like  the  sanctuary,  the  fellowship  hall 
is  too  small  to  accommodate  the  congre¬ 
gation.  Thus,  for  any  all-church  function, 
space  must  be  rented  in  a  community  re¬ 
creation  building  or  in  another  church. 


This  problem,  however,  is  to  be  reme¬ 
died  with  completion  in  April  1988  of  a 
six-classroom  education  wing  and  a  muU- . 
tipurpose  sanctuary /fellowship  hall  that 
will  seat  around  300. 

The  additions  will  more  than  double  • 
the  space  provided  by  a  first-phase  re? 
modeling  program  five  years  ago. 

Third  phase  planned 

A  third  phase,  planned  in  another  five 
years,  is  to  add  a  two-story  education 
wing  and  a  larger  sanctuary. 

By  the  time  the  Watauga  church  be¬ 
comes  "free-standing”  financially— re¬ 
quiring  no  revenue  subsidy  from  the 
Central  Texas  conference— in  1989,  Mr. 
Shuler  said,  the  conference  will  have 
provided  some  $160,000  in  salary  and 
building  assistance.  To  have  planted  a 
new  church  in  the  area,  however,  would 
have  required  between  $600,000  and 
$700,000,  he  said. 

The  Watauga  congregation  is  very 
much  aware  of  what  it  means  to  belong 
to  a  connectional  denomination,  said  Al¬ 
len  Rieves,  chairman  of  the  First  UMC 
Administrative  Board.  The  congregation 
is  both  appreciative  of  the  “connection” 
and  committed  to  doing  its  fair  share  in 
connectional  funding  and  work,  he  said. 

“Church  growth  and  development  as¬ 
sistance  is  one  of  the  great  things  Meth¬ 
odism  has  done  because  struggling 
congregations  can’t  do  this  by  them¬ 
selves,”  Mr.  Rieves  said.  "You  just  can’t 
get  there  fast  enough  without  help.” 

The  Watauga  church,  he  said,  is  among 
the  highest  in  the  district  in  per-capita  giv¬ 
ing  to  church  growth  and  development. 

“They’ve  given  us  a  lot,  and  we  give 
back  to  them,”  explained  W.  B.  Feather- 
ston,  building  committee  chairman,  re  ¬ 
ferring  to  the  Conference  Commission  oh' 
Church  Growth  and  Development.  “And  I 
keep  telling  them  that  one  of  these  days 
we’ll  pay  it  all  back.” 


Members  get  involved 

And  new  members  in  the  Watauga 
church  find  no  lack  of  opportunities  to  be¬ 
come  involved,  said  Mr.  Anderson,  now  lay 
leader.  For  instance,  members  do  all 
church  maintenance,  and  lay  litur gists 
play  a  prominent  role  in  worship  services. 

The  congregation  is  committed  not 
only  to  growth,  said  Mr.  Koch,  but  also  to 
remaining  a  church  that  communicates 
warmth  and  caring  to  its  membership. 

Each  member  is  assigned,  for  care 
and  nurture,  to  a  disciple  group  made  up 
of  six  to  eight  families. 

“They  are  expected  to  respond  if  they 
are  called  about  the  needs  of  another 
member  of  that  group,”  Mr.  Koch  said, 
“so  it’s  a  two-way  street— giving  and  re¬ 
ceiving  care.” 

The  church  also  maintains  a  volunteer, 
prayer  line. 

“When  anyone  hurts,  we  want  to  know 
it,”  said  Dottie  Winkelman,  who  heads 
the  congregation’s  Council  on  Ministries. 
“We  cry  together,  too.” 


WATAUGA,  Texas— As  the  sign  in  front  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  informs  passersby,  the  little  white 
church  is  growing  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  The  small  temporary  building  on  the  right  of  the  church  provides 
room  for  children’s  classes.  An  addition  underway  on  the  other  side  of  the  present  structure  will  provide  a  multi¬ 
purpose  sanctuary/fellowhip  area  and  more  than  double  the  present  space. 


Musical  commemorates  ‘Aldersgate’ 

NEW  YORK — The  site  is  New  York’s  Lincoln  Center  and  the  mood  for 
this  number  is  1890s  ragtime.  It’s  a  scene  from  “Aldersgate  ’88,”  a  musical 
celebration  of  the  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wesley's  “heartwarming”  ex¬ 
perience  at  Aldersgate.  Producer  of  the  Feb.  21  show  is  the  Rev.  Warren  L. 
Danskin,  a  member  of  the  UM  New  York  Annual  Conference.  Performers 
from  left  are  Earl  Grandison,  Lynette  Bennett  and  Walter  Willison. 

Good  News  directors  boost 
alternate  mission  agency 


DALLAS— The  mother  of  Margaret 
“Peggy”  Railey  filed  a  civil  lawsuit  in 
state  district  court  in  Dallas  last  week 
accusing  former  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  Walker  Railey  of  “maliciously”  try¬ 
ing  to  kill  his  wife. 

Billie  Jo  Nicolai  of  Tyler,  Texas,  is  the 
court-appointed  legal  guardian  of  her 
daughter,  who  has  been  in  a  coma  since 
being  strangled  nearly  to  death  last 
April.  Doctors  offer  little  hope  for  Mrs. 
Railey’s  recovery. 

The  suit  seeks  undisclosed  damages 
for  medical  bills,  mental  pain  and  an¬ 
guish,  physical  impairment  “and  the  loss 
of  her  enjoyment  of  the  love  of  her  chil¬ 
dren,  family  and  friends,”  said  attorney 
Bill  Arnold,  who  is  representing  Mrs.  Ni¬ 
colai.  The  attorney  said  his  fee  will  come 
out  of  damages  awarded— if  any. 

Mr.  Arnold  said  that  civil  suits,  unlike 
criminal  cases,  require  only  a  prepon¬ 
derance  of  credible  evidence  for  a  defen¬ 
dant  to  be  held  liable  for  damages.  He 
added  that  a  defendant’s  refusal  to  tes¬ 
tify  can  be  used  as  evidence  against  him. 

The  attorney  said  if  any  new  facts  are 
uncovered,  the  information  will  be  given 
to  police  officials.  The  detective  heading 
the  police  investigation  said  he  will  coop¬ 
erate  in  the  case. 

Mrs.  Railey  was  attacked  in  the  fam¬ 
ily’s  home  on  the  night  of  April  21.  Her 
husband  said  he  found  her  unconscious 
on  the  garage  floor  when  he  came  home 
from  studying  at  libraries  on  the  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University  campus. 

The  suit  by  Mrs.  Railey’s  family  ac¬ 
cuses  him  of  returning  home  between  9 
and  11  p.m.  and  trying  to  kill  his  wife. 

After  the  attack,  the  suit  says,  Dr.  Rai¬ 
ley,  “thinking  only  of  himself  and  cal¬ 
lously  leaving  his  two  precious  children 
. . .  alone  with  a  comatose  mother,"  went 
to  the  SMU  libraries  to  establish  an  alibi. 

Although  no  criminal  charges  have 
been  filed  against  him.  Dr.  Railey  has  re¬ 
peatedly  refused  to  answer  police  ques¬ 


tions  about  alleged  “inconsistencies”  in 
his  account  of  what  happened  that  night. 

The  former  senior  minister  at  the  6,000- 
member  First  United  Methodist  Church 
reportedly  invoked  Fifth  Amendment 
rights  against  self-incrimination  43  times 
during  grand  jury  questioning  July  29. 

Last  week’s  legal  action  breaks  a  self- 
imposed  silence  by  the  Nicolai  family. 

Ted  Nicolai,  the  younger  brother  of 
Mrs.  Railey,  said  Dr.  Railey  has  never 
given  the  Nicolai  family  his  account  of 
events  surrounding  the  attack. 

He  said  his  brother-in-law  has  visited 
Peggy  Railey  only  “two  or  three”  times 
since  she  was  moved  from  a  Dallas  hos¬ 
pital  to  a  Tyler  nursing  home  last  July. 

“I  think  he  did  it,”  Mr.  Nicolai  told  a 
“Dallas  Morning  News”  reporter  last 
week.  “I  don’t  want  him  to  be  able  to 
turn  his  back  on  what’s  happened. 

“I’d  like  for  him,  if  he  will  not.  willing¬ 
ly  accept  responsibility,  to  be  forced  to 
accept  some  responsibility.” 

Meanwhile,  members  of  the  United 
Methodist  North  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  asked  in  May  to  approve  a 
amendment  to  their  health  care  self-in¬ 
surance  package  which,  in  effect,  would 
extend  Mrs.  Railey’s  coverage  for  anoth¬ 
er  year,  said  the  Rev.  Randy  James,  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  conference’s  commission  of 
pensions  and  insurance. 

Unless  the  amendment  is  approved,  the 
benefits  will  expire  Sept.  2, 1988,  one  year 
after  Dr.  Railey  surrendered  his  creden¬ 
tials  as  a  United  Methodist  minister. 

Medical  expenses  incurred  for  Mrs. 
Railey  during  11  weeks  at  Presbyterian 
Hospital  in  Dallas  and  at  the  Tyler  nurs¬ 
ing  home  since  exceed  $100,000,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  James. 

Dr.  Railey  is  reportedly  living  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  seeking  employment.  The 
couple’s  two  children— Ryan,  5,  and  Me¬ 
gan,  2— are  living  in  Dallas  with  family 
friends  who  are  also  temporary  legal 
guardians. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Directors  of  Good  News,  the  unofficial 
UM  evangelical  caucus,  called  recently 
for  United  Methodists  to  increase  their 
support  for  a  “supplemental”  mission 
agency. 

Good  News  officials  urged  church 
members  to  support  the  unofficial,  alter¬ 
native  missionary-sending  agency— the 
Mission  Society  of  United  Methodists— 
“by  praying,  giving  and  supplying  mis- 
‘  sionary  candidates.” 

The  Mission  Society  was  created  in 
1984  because  of  disagreements  with  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  mis¬ 
sion  policies.  The  society  believes  that  the 
primary  purpose  of  missionary  work  is  to 
convert  people  to  Christianity.  The  unoffi¬ 
cial  group  contends  that  the  official  mis¬ 
sion  board  doesn’t  share  that  view. 

The  society  has  29  missionaries  in  the 
field  and  17  more  preparing  for  service. 

Good  News  and  the  Mission  Society 
have  no  organic  ties,  but  several  of  the 
same  people  are  active  in  both. 

During  their  semiannual  meeting  in 
Wilmore,  Ky.,  Jan.  20-22,  Good  News  di¬ 
rectors  applauded  efforts  to  create  a  de¬ 
partment  of  "mission  evangelism"  at  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
idea  was  proposed  by  the  mission  board’s 
chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent. 

Good  News  directors  expressed  regret 
that  Dr.  Nugent’s  proposal  was  rejected. 

What  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  approved  instead  was  creation 
of  a  boardwide  committee  charged  with 
increasing  the  evangelistic  witness  of 
UM  mission  programs. 

Caucus  officials  said  that  while  they 


welcomed  creation  of  the  committee, 
they  “would  await  evidence  that  this 
concern  (a  more  direct  evangelism)  was 
being  translated  into  decisive  action.” 

Directors  of  the  evangelical  caucus 
said  they  were  especially  concerned  that 
future  world  mission  board  actions  dem¬ 
onstrate  “a  clear  repudiation  of  univer- 
salist  theologies  and  an  affirmation  of 
salvation  through  personal  belief  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  alone.” 

Good  News  officials  also  called  for 
new  senior  staff  appointments  on  the 
mission  board  that  would  reflect  the 
board’s  acceptance  of  “full  evangelical 
partnership”  at  decision-making  levels. 

Dr.  Nugent’s  “world  evangelism”  pro¬ 
posal  came  on  the  heels  of  sharp  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  mission  board,  much  of  it 
from  people  active  in  Good  News  or  in 
the  Mission  Society  or  both. 

A  year  ago,  Good  News  issued  a  blunt 
statement  of  “no  confidence”  in  the  offi¬ 
cial  mission  board’s  staff  leadership.  The 
statement  criticized  the  board’s  “work¬ 
ing  theology,  recruitment  policies,  ex¬ 
penditures,  programs  and  priorities.” 

In  other  actions  related  to  the  Mission 
Society,  Good  News  directors  urged: 

•That  talks  continue  as  directed  by 
the  1984  General  Conference  among  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  Council  of  Bishops 
and  the  Mission  Society  regarding  exis¬ 
tence  of  a  supplemental  missionary- 
sending  agency. 

•  Approval  of  the  Mission  Society  by 
General  Conference  and  the  Council  of 
Bishops  as  an  agency  to  which  clergy 
could  be  appointed. 


CLASSIFIED  i 

RATE1S:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion.  $25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words 
Blind  ads  S10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany 
order  except  on  contract  advertising  or  when 
otherwise  approved  in  advance. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-RED  BIRD  Mission. 
Solid  administrative  experience  required.  Edu¬ 
cation.  business,  or  social  services  background 
helpful.  Inquiries  to  ISrnest  Slusher,  HC69  Box 
575.  Beverly.  KY  40913. 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  AVAILABLE  FOR  A 
D.C.E-  or  diaconal  minister  with  strengths  in 
youth  ministry  and  program  administration. 
Please  send  resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O.  Box  628,  Rome.  GA  30161  Atten¬ 
tion:  Carol  Ayers 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies.  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  events,  guide  services,  programming 
staff,  resources,  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt, 
Rocky  Mountain  Conference  Camp/ Retreat  Co¬ 
ordinator  P.O.  Box  38.  Woodland  Park,  CO  80866 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  for  rapidly 
growing  1. 200-member  church  with  active  and 
broad  youth  programs.  Full  compliment  of  adult 
leaders.  Expansion  into  young  adult  and  other 
mutually  agreed  upon  ministries.  Direct  inquiry, 
resume  and  references  to  Rev  Alan  S.  Brown. 
Grove  United  Methodist  Church,  490  West  Boot 
Road.  West  Chester.  PA  19380-1112. 

COMMODORE  64  tax  programs.  Odometer  in¬ 
put/total  mileage  output.  Amount  spent  input/ 
grand  total.  Don  Baggett.  2114  Thiervy  Dr., 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210.  tape?/disc?  $5.00 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
church  of  600.  Growing  community.  Qualifica- 

CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full¬ 
time;  2.200-member  church:  growing  Chicago 

March  15.  Begins  July  15.  St.  Paul's  UMC,  910  E. 
North  St..  Manteca.  CA  95336  (209)  823-7154. 

Church.  300  E  Gartner.  Naperville.  IL  60540 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo- 

FULL-TIME  EXPERIENCED  PROGRAM/Chris- 
tian  Education  Director  sought  for  a  growing 
1.300  +  member  church.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Thomas  O  McClung.  Jr  ,  Windcrest  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  8101  Midcrown.  San  Antonio.  TX  78239 

kies.  Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138.  Waynesville.  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
needed  for  growing  1,400-member  church.  Will 
coordinate  educational  programs  for  preschool 
through  adult  A  degree  in  Christian  education 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accu¬ 

mulations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  qui¬ 
et.  confidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and 
negotiate  any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  refer¬ 
ences  Box  808.  Fulton.  TX  78358. 

United  Methodist  Church.  1510  Furman  Rd.. 
Jacksonville.  FL  32217  or  (904)  733-8477. 

ST  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Largo,  Fla.,  a  suburban  church  of  3,000  mem- 

WANTED  BY  CHURCH  ON  THE  MOVE,  organ¬ 
ist  director  of  music  for  full-time  position.  Train¬ 
ing  in  organ  and  vocal  music  required. 
Instrumental  training  a  plus  Located  in  middle- 
sized  community  Salary  in  $20,000  range.  Apply 
by  March  7  to  Dr  John  H.  Green,  P.O.  Box  369. 
Lake  City.  FL  32056 

bers.  is  seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  min¬ 
istries.  Methodist  background  preferred,  With 
multi  staff  capabilities  and  five  years'  experi¬ 
ence  in  full  youth  ministry.  Salary  negotiable. 
Full  benefit  package  (pension,  medical  insurance 
and  sick  leave).  Send  resume  to:  Rev  John 
Gatewood.  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 

growth  workshop  with  Dr.  George  Hunter  on 

Feb  21-23  at  Overton,  Texas.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Sponsored  by  Longview  District  of 
Texas  Conference  Information:  Contact  Dr 
Gary  Fitzgerald,  209  Eiast  Henderson  Street. 
Overton.  TX  75684;  or  (214)  834-6233 

CHURCH  TREASURERS:  HIGHLY-EXPERI¬ 
ENCED  programmer  has  programs  specifically 
for  church  treasurer's  job  Need  IBM  PC  com¬ 
patible.  512K  or  more  memory  $45  or  $55.  Wes¬ 
ley  Dickinson,  5478  Rudy  Drive,  San  Jose,  CA 
95124  (408)266-8843.  : 
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A  place  of  worship  in  city’s  heart? 

Thanks-Giving  Square  provides  garden  for  meditation ,  gratitude 
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DALLAS— Thanks-Giving  Square  in  the  heart  of  Dallas  is  intended  as  a 
meditation  garden  and  Chapel  of  Thanksgiving.  Every  day,  people  of  many 
cultures  and  religious  traditions  visit  the  “oasis.” 


By  PATRICIA  A.  MAJOR 

IDALLAS— Is  it  conceivable  that  a 
lafrge,  modern  U.S.  city  could  have  a 
place  of  worship  at  its  center? 

teeter  Stewart  thought  so. 

ii  1961,  Mr.  Stewart,  president  and 
folinder  of  Thanks-Giving  Square,  came 
up -with  the  idea  of  a  garden  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  Dallas  in  which  people  could  medi¬ 
tate  and  express  their  gratitude  to  God. 
He-  brainstormed  his  idea  with  the  Rev. 
Albert  Outler,  international  ecumenist 
and  theologian,  and  Louis  Cowen, 
founder  of  the  Dallas  Institute  of  Hu¬ 
manities  and  Cultures,  and  in  1964  the 
Thanks-Giving  Square  Foundation  was 
chartered. 

The  originators  realized  that  the 
theme  of  this  garden  would  have  to  en¬ 
compass  such  religions  as  Buddhism, 
Christianity,  Confucianism,  Hinduism, 
Islam  and  Judaism. 

“As  we  pondered  the  problem  with 
city  fathers  back  in  the  early  ’60s,  we  be¬ 
gan  to  realize  that  we  were  bound  to¬ 
gether  by  a  common  tradition,  which  had 
a  worshipful  chord  to  it,  and  that  thanks¬ 
giving  was  the  perfect,  understandable, 
happy,  simple  agreed-upon  center  which 
expressed  it  all,”  Mr.  Stewart  said. 

“Everybody  was  included  and  nobody 
was  put  off,  and  people  of  whatever  be¬ 
lief,  or  even  no  belief,  felt  no  sense  of  an¬ 
tagonism.” 

Oasis  in  middle  of  city 

Thanks-Giving  Square  is  actually  a  tri¬ 
angle  surrounded  by  soaring  glass  build¬ 
ings.  Designed  by  renowned  architect 
Philip  Johnson,  it  sits  as  an  oasis  of 
grass,  trees  and  running  water  in  the 
middle  of  the  city. 

'f'  "You  come  in  under  the  Bell  Tower 
and  then  you  go  through  the  gates,  and  in 
a  sense  you  are  choosing  to  take  a  de¬ 
tour,”  explained  Mr.  Stewart.  "Going 


Bill  Wiegert 


.  .  .  Lutheran  chaplain  in  spotlight 


Son  of  slaves, 

Nothing  between  my  soul  and  the 
Savior. 

Naught  of  this  world's  delusive  dream; 
l  have  renounced  all  sinful  pleasure, 

Jesus  is  mine !  There's  nothing  between. 
Nothing  between  my  soul  and  the 
Savior, 

So  that  his  blessed  face  may  be  seen; 
Nothing  preventing  the  least  of  his 
favor. 

Keep  the  way  clear,  let  nothing 
'  between. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Charles  Albert  Tindley,  born  of  slave 
parents,  was  12  when  Abraham  Lincoln 
signed  the  Emancipation  Proclamation. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  4,  and  the 
following  year  his  father  abandoned  him. 

By  his  own  determination  he  learned 
to  read  and  write.  As  a  teenager  he 


through  Thanks-Giving  Square  is  a  de¬ 
tour.  It’s  not  a  straight  line  to  anyplace. 
Everybody  who  goes  into  Thanks-Giving 
Square  has  chosen  to  go  in. 

“What  you  are  exposed  to  there  are 
the  most  beautiful  things  we  could  come 
up  with,  which  were  fountains  and  grass 
and  trees.  So  in  a  sense,  the  physical 
blessings  are  illustrated  outside.” 

The  second  element  of  the  Square,  the 
Hall  of  Thanksgiving,  was  included  to  in¬ 
form  visitors  about  the  research  on 
thanksgiving. 

“Albert  Outler  [theology  professor 
emeritus  from  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity]  said,  ‘Wait  a  minute.  We’re  find¬ 
ing  out  too  many  things;  we’re 
discovering  all  these  elements  of  history 
and  we  can’t  let  that  go  by.  People  need 
to  know  that,  so  you  need  a  place  to  tell 
them,’  ”  said  Mr.  Stewart. 

“So  what  we’re  faced  with  here,  and 
have  only  barely  started  on,  is  showing 
the  blessings  of  the  mind,  the  intellectual 
things  which  you  can  absorb  as  blessings, 
the  events  of  history.” 

Scholars  started  studying  the  concept 
of  thanksgiving  in  1961  at  a  feverish 
place  that  hasn’t  let  up. 

‘Peephole  into  entire  world’ 

“We  have  found  that  thanksgiving  may 
be  just  a  tiny  little  word,  but  it’s  a  peep¬ 
hole  into  the  entire  world,”  said  Mr. 
Stewart.  “And  the  thanksgiving  con¬ 
cept-after  just  two  or  three  years  of 
study,  it’s  just  absolutely  incredible  the 
way  it  keeps  opening.  It  captures  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  brightest,  most  alert  peo¬ 
ple  we  can  find  in  any  field.  And  the 
simplest  people  have  as  many  good 
things  to  say  concerning  it  as  do  the  most 
complicated  people.” 

Elizabeth  Es person,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Thanks-Giving  Square,  said  the 
square  is  becoming  more  and  more  ac- 


By  PAUL  DE  GROOT 
Religious  News  Service 

CALGARY,  Alberta— The  1988  Winter 
Olympics,  opening  Feb.  13,  pose  a  dilem¬ 
ma  for  Calgary  churches. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  games  are  a 
source  of  enormous  civic  pride,  and  the 
discipline  and  commitment  of  athletes 
are  admirable  qualities. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  the  hype  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  games  can  become  a  glori¬ 
fication  of  sport. 

Medal  races  easily  degenerate  into  a 
crass  quest  for  national  glory  or  com¬ 
mercial  endorsements,  and  spiritual  val¬ 
ues  may  be  lost  in  the  quest  for  strength, 
agility  and  speed. 

One  answer  to  the  dilemma  is  what  is 


worked  as  a  janitor  of  a  small  church  in 
Philadelphia  and  went  to  night  school. 

After  completing  a  correspondence 
course  from  the  Boston  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy,  he  was  ordained  to  the  Methodist 
ministry  and  joined  the  Delaware  Con¬ 
ference.  In  1902  he  became  pastor  of  the 
Bainbridge  Street  Methodist  Church  in 
Philadelphia,  for  which  he  had  once  been 
the  janitor. 

Soon  the  building  was  inadequate  for 
the  growing  congregation,  and  a  larger 
building  was  built.  This,  too,  became  too 
small,  and,  in  1924,  a  new  building  was 
erected  at  Broad  and  Fitzwater  Streets. 
In  spite  of  his  protests,  it  was  renamed 
the  Tindley  Temple  Methodist  Church. 

Here  he  preached  to  great  throngs. 
Both  blacks  and  whites  were  represented 
in  the  leadership  of  the  church,  including 


cepted  as  the  center  of  the  city. 

“The  point  when  that  was  really 
brought  home  to  me  was  when  the  astro¬ 
nauts  were  killed  in  the  Challenger  ex¬ 
plosion.  The  two  newspapers 
immediately  called  and  asked  what  we 
were  going  to  do  because  this  was  a  city 
center  where  people  could  express  their 
sorrow,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Es  person  says  Dallas  is  the  perfect 
place  for  an  organization  of  this  sort  be¬ 
cause  of  the  city’s  and  the  state’s  history. 

Long  tradition  in  city 

“I  always  say  I  don’t  think  Thanks- 
Giving  Square  could  have  happened  any¬ 
where  but  Dallas,  because  of  the  kind  of 
local  attitude  that  is  here.”  She  cited  a 
long  tradition  of  Dallas  community 
thanksgivings  occurring  since  1961. 

In  1941  Dallas  celebrated  its  100th  an¬ 
niversary  with  a  great  thanksgiving  in  a 
large  city  park. 

Anchored  on  this  tradition,  the  Thanks- 
Giving  Square  Foundation  expanded  its 
scope  through  two  branches:  the  National 
Thanksgiving  Commission,  begun  in  1977, 
and  the  Center  for  World  Thanksgiving, 
inaugurated  with  the  first  convocation  of 
World  Thanksgiving  in  1982. 

The  National  Thanksgiving  Commis¬ 
sion  is  dedicated  to  exploring  and  rekin¬ 
dling  the  spirit  which  makes 
thanksgiving  one  of  the  oldest  American 
traditions. 

The  Center  for  World  Thanksgiving 
was  formed  to  celebrate  “humanity’s 
oneness  in  expressing  gratitude  to  God 
and  is  dedicated  to  exploring  the  healing 
and  uniting  power  of  thanksgiving.”  This 
branch  has  brought  together  people 
throughout  the  world  for  workshops,  ded¬ 
ications  and  proclamations. 

“I  think  what  perhaps  we  didn’t  realize 
in  the  beginning  and  what  has  surprised 
us  is  the  international  scope  and  the  in- 


believed  to  be  the  first-ever  officially- 
recognized  Olympic  Religion  Commit¬ 
tee,  headed  by  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of 
Calgary  Paul  O’Byrne. 

Bishop  O’Byrne  happened  to  be  speak¬ 
ing  to  some  members  of  Olympic  Orga¬ 
nizing  Committee  and  was  lamenting  the 
increasing  violence  in  sport,  which 
seems  at  odds  with  the  Olympic  ideal. 

He  ended  up  as  chairman  of  the  new 
committee  and  admits  that  it  took  time 
for  others  connected  with  the  games  to 
accept  the  religion  committee  as  a  legiti¬ 
mate  participant. 

"At  the  beginning,  when  I  said  I  was 
chairman  of  the  religion  committee, 
heads  went  up  and  people  said  What?’ 


Italians,  Jews,  Germans,  Norwegians, 
Mexicans,  and  Danes. 

When  Tindley  died  at  age  82,  all  Phila¬ 
delphia  went  into  mourning.  Government 
officials  and  Chinese  laundrymen, 
priests  and  scrubwomen,  corporation 
presidents  and  street  cleaners,  Jews, 
Catholics  and  Protestants,  black  and 
white,  some  5,000  strong,  crowded  into  a 
church  seating  3,000,  to  listen  to  five 
hours  of  inspirational  tribute  to  a  man 
who  had  been  called  "Lincoln  in  Ebony.” 

Gifted  as  a  songwriter,  Tindley  wrote 
both  words  and  music  for  "Nothing  Be¬ 
tween.”  He  also  wrote  “When  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Comes,”  "Stand  By  Me,”  and  “Take 
Your  Burden  to  the  Lord  and  Leave  It 
There.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Praise  the  Lord  Who  Reigns  Above” 

Ag  tariffs  draw 
church  scrutiny 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON — Proposals  for  re¬ 
forming  agricultural  trade  being  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  United  States  and  Canada 
would  “significantly  add  to  world  food 
disorder,”  according  to  a  group  of  inter¬ 
national  agricultural  specialists  from  re¬ 
ligious  bodies,  which  met  in  Washington 
in  late  January. 

A  recommendation  in  the  talks  on  the 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade 
to  phase  out  farm  price-support  pro¬ 
grams  would  further  trends  toward  low¬ 
ering  global  commodity  prices,  the  panel 
said  in  a  press  statement. 

This,  they  said,  would  tend  to  displace 
small  farmers,  concentrate  land  owner¬ 
ship  and  increase  corporate  control  over 
agricultural  resources. 

A  related  "free-trade"  proposal  to 
eliminate  all  import  barriers  would  take 
away  Third  World  countries’  right  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  borders  from  "dumping"  by 
subsidized  exports,  the  statement  said. 

This,  in  turn,  would  place  food  produc¬ 
ers  in  these  countries  in  jeopardy. 

The  meeting  was  hosted  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Council  of  Churches  and  Interfaith  Ac¬ 
tion  for  Economic  Justice,  a 
public-interest  consortium  sponsored  by 
a  number  of  religious  bodies. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
department  of  environmental  justice  and 
survival,  and  an  observer  at  the  meeting, 
said  the  trade  issue  means  that  the 
church  now  must  be  engaged  in  a  new 
kind  of  peace  making. 


ternational  work  that  would  happen,” 
said  Ms.  Esperson.  “I’d  say  50  to  75  per¬ 
cent  of  what  we  do  has  an  international 
character.” 

The  first  Declaration  of  World  Thanks¬ 
giving  in  1982  was  signed  by  such  digni¬ 
taries  as  the  Fourteenth  Dalai  Lama  and 
the  Primate  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 
Church  of  North  and  South  America.  The 
Center  for  World  Thanksgiving  has  also 
worked  closely  with  the  United  Nations 
and  universities  around  the  world. 

In  October  1986,  Thanks-Giving 
Square  was  one  of  five  interfaith  organi¬ 
zations  from  around  the  world  invited  by 
Pope  John  Paul  II  to  Assisi  to  send  an  ob¬ 
server  to  the  first  World  Day  of  Prayer 
along  with  various  religious  leaders. 
While  there,  Mr.  Stewart  suggested  to 
Vatican  officials  that  at  some  time  all 
the  organizations  and  leaders  should  get 
together.  Subsequently,  the  Vatican  ar¬ 
ranged  a  day'of  meetings  among  the  dif¬ 
ferent  traditions. 

Religious  people  ‘peculiar’ 

Mr.  Stewart  mused  at  the  peculiarity 
of  religious  people  when  it  comes  to  unit¬ 
ing  on  a  world  scale. 

"If  you  are  a  railroad  man,  or  if  you 
sell  postage  stamps  or  if  you  like  butter¬ 
flies  you  have  a  world  conference.  Not 
the  religious  people.  They  don’t  do  that. 
They  say,  ‘We  can’t  talk  to  those  people.’ 
That  is  melting  very  fast,  which  was 
shown  by  Assisi.  The  religious  people  are 
anxious  to  be  gracious  to  each  other.” 

In  a  small  way,  the  staff  of  Thanks-Giv¬ 
ing  Square  illustrates  this  graciousness.  It 
is  made  up  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  an  Epis¬ 
copalian,  a  United  Methodist,  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  God  and  a  Moslem. 

The  Thanks-Giving  Square  Foundation 
is  a  non-profit,  tax  deductible  foundation 
mainly  funded  by  private  donations,  the 


But  we  have  a  very  good  relationship 
with  the  Olympic  Organizing  Committee 
now.  and  I  hope  that  in  the  future,  reli¬ 
gion  will  be  seen  as  a  natural  facet  of  the 
games,”  Bishop  O’Byrne  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view. 

Parallel  values  seen 

Bishop  O’Byrne  sees  some  parallels 
between  Olympic  and  religious  values. 

"One  of  the  basic  values  of  the  Olym¬ 
pics  is  that  sport  calls  people  to  develop 
their  capacity  as  individuals  through  ex- 
£rt*ise.  P  ligion  calls  people  to  develop 
themselves  through  their  total  person, 
and  sport  can  aid  in  that.” 

The  dignity  of  each  person  is  another 
area  of  common  ground.  The  amateur 

High-tech 
medicine: 
be  specific 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON-Today’s  high- 
tech  medicine  and  health  care  calls 
for  specific  responses  from  the  reli¬ 
gious  community,  a  bioethicist  and 
Presbyterian  clergywoman  told 
church  representatives  from  across 
the  nation  meeting  Jan.  25-26  in 
Washington. 

"Engage  in  public  policy  debate 
(on)  regulations  and  laws  . .  (and)  be 
there  on  the  forefront  of  what  is 
happening,  not  coming  in  at  the 
end,”  urged  Abigail  Evans  of  the 
Kennedy  Institute  of  Ethics  at 
Washington’s  Georgetown  Universi¬ 
ty.  "Lift  up  ethics  and  values  as  the 
heart  of  medicine.” 

Dr.  Evans  was  a  featured  speaker 
at  a  briefing  conference  on  “Medi¬ 
cal  and  Protective  End-of-Life  Deci¬ 
sions”  sponsored  by  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons. 

Several  United  Methodists  were 
among  the  approximately  50  per¬ 
sons  attending. 

“The  religious  community  should 
be  the  educational  arm  with  accu¬ 
rate  information,  medical  facts  and 
understanding  of  what  situations  are 
about,"  Dr.  Evans  said. 

She  also  called  on  the  church  rep¬ 
resentatives  to  raise  the  “theologi¬ 
cal  perspective”  of  such  situations. 
The  church’s  task,  she  said,  "is  not 
to  cry  out  against  technological 
medicine  ...  but  to  ask  to  what  end 
is  the  technology  being  used?”  She 
cautioned  that  “the  general  fear  we 
have  of  technology  influences  the 
way  we  look  at  health  care  and  high- 
tech  medicine.” 

Dr.  Evans  cited  a  half-dozen  prin¬ 
ciples  as  critical  in  decision-making 
in  bioethics — actively  doing  good 
for  others  while  intentionally  pre¬ 
venting  harm,  justice,  respect  for 
persons,  fidelity,  loyalty,  keeping 
promises  and  telling  the  truth. 

Each  has  a  special  tie  to  the 
health-care  field,  she  said. 

For  example,  respect  for  persons 
suggests  an  inherent  dignity  and  val¬ 
ue  in  every  person  and  a  right  to  a 
basic  standard  of  health  care  wher¬ 
ever  one  lives. 

Dr.  Evans  also  said  theology 
brings  perspectives  to  questions  of 
treatment  or  non-treatment  of  ter¬ 
minally  ill  persons. 


City  of  Dallas  and  by  leasing  pedestrian 
right-of-way  to  the  city.  In  fact,  the  con¬ 
stancy  of  Thanks-Giving  Square  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  length  of  its  lease  to  the  City 


tradition  of  the  Olympics  implies  respect 
for  every  person  who  competes,  regard¬ 
less  of  their  nationality  or  race. 

The  modern  Olympics  are  internation¬ 
al  in  scope  and  suggest  that  international 
tensions  can  be  overcome  by  people  with 
common  goals,  Bishop  O’Byrne  said. 

"Coming  out  of  the  Olympic  spirit  is 
the  notion  of  developing  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  among  people,”  which  is  also  a 
fundamental  religious  value,  he  said. 

Games’  excesses  challenged 

Bishop  O'Byrne  says  it  is  not  always 
easy  for  the  religion  committee  to  suc¬ 
cessfully  challenge  some  of  the  excesses 
associated  with  the  games. 

"We’re  cutting  a  new  swath  here.  We 
are  a  small  voice.” 

To  many,  the  church’s  long  history  of 
disdain  for  the  physical  aspect  of  human 
development,  in  favor  of  the  mental  or 
spiritual,  makes  it  an  unlikely  ally  on  the 
road  to  the  Olympics,  but  Bishop 
O'Byrne  sees  it  differently. 

"There  has  been  an  over-sensitivity  in 
the  church  to  sin  as  physical,  but  today  in 
our  theology  I  think  it’s  balanced.” 

It’s  the  rest  of  society  that  is  unbal¬ 
anced,  Bishop  O'Byrne  asserted. 

"The  social  environment  today  dimin¬ 
ishes  anything  beyond  the  physical.  The 
church  is  trying  to  say  the  body  is  a  mar¬ 
velous  instrument  of  God,  created  by 
God  and  sustained  by  God." 

Bishop  O’Byrne  said  the  committee 
will  staff  a  downtown  information  center 
to  guide  Olympic  visitors  to  local  church 
services  and  other  religious  events  in  the 
city- 


Dear  Deborah, 

My  husband  and  I  ministered  to 
churches  for  38  years  until  his  death.  I 
have  continued  attending  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  ever  since. 

This  past  Sunday,  I  was  shocked  to  see 
three  women  dancing,  as  part  of  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  In  all  my  years  as  a  church 
member,  I  have  never  been  so  upset. 

I  am  thinking  of  finding  another 
church,  but  this  church  has  been  my 
home  for  many  years.  Please  tell  me 
what  to  do  about  this. 

Minister’s  widow 

Dear  Friend , 

Your  feelings  are  understandable. 
Liturgical  dance  is  a  new  dimension 
in  worship.  1  have  not  seen  it  in  a 
church,  but  once  was  invited  to  a  dis¬ 
trict  United  Methodist  Women  meet¬ 
ing,  and  a  young  woman  did  a 
liturgical  dance  which  lifted  my 
heart  in  praise  to  God. 

In  the  Bible,  Miriam  and  David 
both  ddnced  in  praise  to  God.  Psalms 
149  and  150  tell  us  to  praise  God 
with  dance.  1  could  not  dance  in  this 
way,  and  perhaps  few  of  us  could. 
Maybe  that  is  why  we  have  not  done 
so  in  our  churches,  but  that  does  not 
mean  we  should  not  appreciate 
those  who  can  give  God  worship  and 
praise  in  this  way. 

1  do  think  that  churches  have  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  introduce  and  explain 
innovations  in  worship  and  not 


of  Dallas— for  150  years. 

Ms.  Major  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Dal¬ 
las  and  an  active  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman. 


Evangelical  Christians  in  Calgary  are 
taking  their  own  approach  toward  the 
Olympics.  They  are  hosting  about  1,000 
Christians  who  will  participate  in  “min¬ 
istry  teams”  in  the  city  during  the 
games.  They  will  preach,  sing,  put  on 
magic  shows  and  do  anything  else  that 
will  “get  a  bit  of  a  hearing”  for  Chris¬ 
tianity  around  the  city. 

The  churches  will  also  set  up  hospital¬ 
ity  centers  at  park  and  ride  locations  in 
the  city  for  visitors  traveling  Olympic 
venues. 

Chaplains  have  direct  access 

The  people  who  will  be  dealing  most 
directly  with  the  athletes  are  a  team  of 
chaplains  led  by  Rev.  Bill  Wiegert,  a  Lu¬ 
theran  chaplain  at  the  University  of  Cal¬ 
gary 

Given  the  age  of  most  Olympic  ath¬ 
letes,  the  chaplains'  work  at  the  Olym¬ 
pics  will  not  be  much  different  from 
normal  duties  of  those  who  already  work 
with  students  at  the  university. 

Chaplains  have  been  brought  in  to  help 
handle  the  workload  and  also  for  their 
language  skills  (a  French-speaking  Cath¬ 
olic  priest  is  one  of  the  supplementary 
chaplains).  Gender  was  another  consider¬ 
ation,  and  two  of  the  chaplains  at  the 
games  will  be  women. 

They  plan  a  busy  schedule  of  daily  de¬ 
votions  and  worship,  counseling  and  oth¬ 
er  services,  Mr.  Wiegert  said.  The 
chaplains  will  have  access  to  all  of  the 
common  areas  in  the  Olympic  village 
and  can,  by  invitation,  go  into  the  ath¬ 
letes’  living  quarters.  Mr.  Wiegert  says 
he  had  to  fight  hard  for  that  rare  privi¬ 
lege. 


spring  them  as  a  surprise,  giving 
many  worshipers  a  shock  such  as 
you  describe.  Need  1  also  say,  the 
dance  must  be  in  impeccable  good 
taste. 

There  are  probably  others  in  your 
church  who  felt  the  same  way  you 
did.  Please  talk  with  your  pastor  and 
the  worship  committee  about  your 
experience  and  feelings  and  not  just 
with  the  others  who  are  upset.  May¬ 
be  the  women  who  danced  would 
meet  with  you  and  share  how  they 
worship  God  in  this  way. 

You  and  your  husband  ministered 
for  many  faithful  years.  If  you  think 
back,  can  you  remember  times  when 
there  were  new  ideas  and  new  per¬ 
spectives  in  worship? 

1  remember  when  the  new  hym¬ 
nals  came  out,  or  a  new  Bible  trans¬ 
lation.  What  a  stir!  But,  Praise  God, 
the  church  has  survived!  1  hope  you 
can  open  your  heart  to  new  ways  of 
worship  and  will  not  leave  your 
church  without  a  lot  of  prayer  and 
soul  searching. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Statement  on  abortion  gets 
Baptist  executive  in  trouble 


From  Religious  News  Service 
The  embattled  head  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Christian  Life  Commis¬ 
sion  has  been  criticized  again  for  his 
position  on  abortion,  this  time  for 
using  the  terms  “fetal  life”  and  “fe¬ 
tal  tissue”  rather  than  “unborn 
baby”  in  an  article. 

In  another  controversy,  the  Rev. 
N.  Larry  Baker  charged  his  integri¬ 
ty  was  called  into  question  by  the 
vice  chairman  of  the  agency  be¬ 
cause  of  his  objections  to  a  survey  of 
the  commission’s  members  he  said 
was  taken  without  his  approval. 

Both  matters  were  raised  at  the 
winter  meeting  of  the  commission’s 
executive  committee  in  Nashville 
Jan.  19. 

On  the  abortion  issue,  Mr.  Baker 
said  he  had  used  the  term  “fetal  tis¬ 
sue"  in  a  column  in  the  November- 
December  issue  of  the  agency's 
publication,  "Light,”  to  "address  the 
unconvinced”  by  using  their  terms. 

He  said  he  was  “writing  to  speak 
to  some  who’ve  said,  ‘Baker,  you’re 
crazy.  A  woman  has  reproductive 
rights  and  the  fetal  tissue  is  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  mother’s  body.’  ” 

The  Rev.  Nolan  Phillips  of  Middle- 
town,  Ohio  said,  “I’ve  never  heard  a 
mother  call  her  baby  ‘fetal  tissue.’” 
The  Rev.  Joe  Atchison  of  Rogers, 
Ark.,  vice  chairman  of  the  commis¬ 
sion,  said  such  terms  do  not  repre¬ 
sent  “language  we  agreed  on”  in  the 


commission’s  anti-abortion  policy 
statement  adopted  last  year. 

The  Rev.  Larry  Noia  of  Fountain 
Valley,  Calif.,  said,  “If  we  could  quit 
being  so  suspicious  of  each  other 
there  wouldn’t  be  the  necessity  for 
everybody  to  use  your  language. 

"To  say  the  executive  director  has 
to  use  certain  language  is  being  far 
too  restrictive.  It’s  not  being  Baptis- 
tic.  You  should  take  the  whole  arti¬ 
cle  in  context." 

In  the  other  controversy,  Mr.  Bak¬ 
er  objected  to  a  survey  based  on  a 
proposal  to  merge  the  Christian  Life 
Commission  and  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Public  Affairs  Commission.  The 
Rev.  Fred  Lackey  of  Athens,  Ala., 
the  Commission  chairman,  mailed  a 
ballot  on  the  proposal  to  each  of  its 
31  members  Dec.  22. 

Mr.  Baker  said  the  survey  was 
taken  without  his  “consultation,  in¬ 
put  or  counsel.”  In  a  Dec.  30  letter, 
he  called  on  Mr.  Lackey  to  halt  what 
he  called  “this  improper  and  illegal 
course  of  action.” 

At  the  executive  committee  meet¬ 
ing,  Vice  Chairman  Atchison  read  a 
letter  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Baker 
saying  he  was  “amazed”  at  the  ob¬ 
jections  Mr.  Baker  raised  to  the  sur¬ 
vey  because  he  had  been  present  at 
a  Dec.  12  meeting  in  which  it  was 
discussed  and  had  raised  no  objec¬ 
tions  at  the  time. 


Winter  Olympics 

Games  pose  dilemma  for  churches;  ecumenical  group,  evangelicals  offer  ministries 


History  of  Hymns 

preacher  to  the  masses 


Dear  Deborah 

Dancing  in  the  church 
may  cause  her  to  leave 
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Emergency  Need  for  Emergency  Care  Center 


by  Terrel  De  Ville ,  Executive  Director 


During  the  past  decade,  the  emotional 
and  psychological  needs  of  children  re¬ 
ferred  to  agencies  providing  residential 
care  have  increased.  In  addition,  physi¬ 
cal  facilities  were  built  to  meet  the 
needs  of  a  different  type  of  children.  Our 
buildings  are  not  able  to  withstand  the 
abuse  or  provide  the  more  secure  and 
controlled  environment  now  required  for 
most  children  first  entering  into  a  child 
care  facility. 

Methodist  Children's  Home  is  an  agen¬ 


cy  that  seeks  to  remain  current  in  terms 
of  programming  and  on  the  cutting  edge. 
We  have  always  offered  services  to  chil¬ 
dren  with  needs  that  are  not  being  ad¬ 
dressed.  In  the  past,  we  have  responded 
to  the  needs  of  children  by  remodeling 
the  old  infirmary  to  provide  a  more  se¬ 
cure  intake  process.  With  this  program, 
for  the  past  decade,  we  have  helped  chil¬ 
dren  in  crisis  situations  by  offering 
emergency  shelter  and  evaluation  ser¬ 
vices  in  our  Reception  Center.  The  build¬ 


ing,  even  after  being  modified  and 
renovated,  has  always  been  a  mainte¬ 
nance  problem  due  to  the  excessive  use 
or  abuse  that  severely  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed  children  inflict  on  it.  The  materi¬ 
als  it  was  constructed  with  simply 
cannot  withstand  heavy  use.  An  addition¬ 
al  problem  with  the  current  facility  is 
the  floor  plan.  The  way  the  rooms  are 
situated  makes  it  difficult  to  supervise 
and  monitor  ‘‘behaviorally  at  risk”  chil¬ 
dren. 


Because  of  the  recent  changes  in  child 
care  services  brought  about  by  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  in  the  state  of  Louisiana,  the 
level  of  emotional  needs  of  the  children 
entering  our  programs  has  increased 
dramatically  during  the  past  18  months. 
All  of  the  past  and  current  difficulties 
with  the  facilities  mentioned  have  been 
intensified. 

There  is  a  large  population  of  children 
in  Louisiana  whose  needs  are  not  being 
met.  This  is  due  to  the  lack  of  facilities 


capable  of  maintaining  proper  supervi¬ 
sion  and  behavioral  remediation  for  the 
period  of  time  required  to  have  children 
regain  control  of  their  lives. 

Seeking  to  continue  to  serve  where 
needs  are  not  being  met,  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  elected  to  authorize  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  facility.  It  will  house  our 
emergency  care  and  reception  services. 
It  will  be  specifically  designed  with  cur¬ 
rent  needs  of  children  being  incorporat¬ 


ed  into  the  building  design  and; 
construction. 

As  the  children  we  serve  need  help,  so 
does  the  Children’s  Home.  We  need  help 
in  assisting  us  to  finance  the  construc¬ 
tion  and  maintenance  of  the  new  Recep¬ 
tion  Center.  We  pray  that  some 
individual  or  groups  of  individuals  will 
come  forth  and  commit  to  the  future  of 
children  who,  without  this  Home,  literal¬ 
ly  have  no  future. 


New  Year’s  Resolution 


Tom  Holman,  Director  of  our  Emer¬ 
gency  Care  and  Evaluation  Center, 
wrote  this  New  Year’s  Resolution.  Will 
you  join  Tom  and  make  this  your  New 
Year’s  Resolution  also? 

A  NEW  YEAR’S  RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  received  453  applications 
for  placement  in  1987  but  limited 
bed  space  allowed  only  81  appli¬ 
cants  to  receive  emergency  shel¬ 
ter  care  and  only  120  applicants 
to  receive  evaluative  care, 
WHEREAS  there  are  children  and 

youth  in  every  parish  in  Louisiana 
whose  emotional  and  physical 
needs  go  unmet  because  of  a  lim¬ 
ited  amount  of  bed  space  in  facili¬ 
ty  care, 

WHEREAS  difficult  economic  times 
call  for  re-prioritizing  budgets  to 
affirm  the  commitment  to  people. 


especially  children  and  families 
in  crises, 

WHEREAS  the  needs  of  suffering  chil¬ 
dren  and  families  are  vastly  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  needs  of 
yesteryear,  particularly  as  the 
suffering  relates  to  drugs  and 
abuse,  a  facility  that  can  secure 
and  structure  applicants  is  need¬ 
ed, 

WHEREAS  to  delay  even  one  week  in 
increasing  the  bed  space  at  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  is  to 
allow  unnecessary  suffering  to 
continue, 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home  with  your  prayers, 
pledges,  and  support  will  build  an 
$850,000,  emergency  shelter  and  evalua¬ 
tion  care  center  and  thus  diminish  the 
suffering  of  children  and  family  in  cri¬ 
ses,  conflict,  and  turmoil. 


STORYTIME  —  Executive  Director  Terrel  DeVille  entertains  a  group  of  inter¬ 
ested  residents  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  by  reading  “The  Cajun 
Night  Before  Christmas”  to  them. 


A  DIFFERENT  LOOK  —  This  group  of  residents  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  is  enjoying  themselves  with  a  costume  party  and  contest.  There  are  many  ac¬ 
tivities  for  them  to  participate  in  throughout  the  year. 


MOVIE  NIGHT  —  These  children  are  waiting  for  the  film  to  roll  at  the  Methodist 
Children's  Home  in  Ruston.  This  is  just  one  of  many  activities  for  the  residents. 


AT  THE  DINNER  TABLE  —  These  residents  of  the  Methodist  Children-’s  Home 
are  enjoying  themselves  around  the  big  dining  table. 


Sponsors  Needed 

Individuals,  churches,  classes  and  civic  groups  are  needed  as  sponsors  of  these 
large  items.  Smaller  contributions  will  add  up  to  provide  larger  amounts. 
RECEPTION  AND  EMERGENCY  CARE  CENTER: 


Complete  Building 


—  enclosed  portion 

$630,000.00  ea. 

—  covered  unheated 

12,000.00 

642,000.00 

Kitchen  and  Equipment 

36,000.00 

678,000.00 

Portions  of  the  Building 

8  Double  Rooms 

10,000.00  ea. 

4  furnishings 

1,500.00 
11,500.00  ea. 

8  Single  Rooms 

7,000.00  ea. 

+  furnishings 

1,000.00 

8,000.00 

4  Bathrooms 

14,000.00  ea. 

4  Television/Lounge 

15,000.00  ea. 

4  furnishings 

1,500.00 

4-  televisions 

500.00 

17,000.00  ea. 

Dining  room 

36,000.00 

4  furnishings 

Equipment  for  kitchen  & 
dining  room  (pots,  pans, 

4,000.00 

40,000.00 

china,  stainless,  etc.) 

10,000.00 

Reception  area 

40,000.00 

4-  furnishings 

4,000.00 

44,000.00 

2  Social  Workers’  offices 

7,000.00  ea. 

4-  furnishings 

1,500.00 

8,500.00  ea. 

1  Director’s  office 

10,000.00 

4-  furnishings 

1,500.00 

11,500.00 

1  Assistant  Director's  office 

8,500.00 

4  furnishings 

1,000.00 

9,500.00 

1  Testing  room 

4  furnishings 

6,500.00 

600.00 

7,100.00 

1  Shift  Supervisor’s  office 

4  furnishings 

10,000.00 

2,000.00 

12,000.00 

2  Laundry  rooms 

4  equipment 

6,500.00  ea. 
2,500.00 

9,000.00  ea. 

Pantry  for  kitchen 

6,500.00 

3  Mechanical  rooms  for 
heating  &  cooling 
equipment 

5,500.00  ea. 

Additional  Equipment  Needed 
for  Reception  and  Emergency 
Shelter  Care  Center 


2  ourdoor  fenced  play 
areas  and  equipment 
Parking  lot 
Landscaping 
Porch  furniture 
Security  system 
Paging  equipment 

(Public  address  equipment)  $  10,000.00 
Building  maintenance  and 
preservation 
Yard  maintenance 
Sign 

Typewriter  and  office  equipment 
Computer  terminals 
Indoor  plants 

Floor  covering  (square  tile  and 
carpet) 

Kitchen,  Dining  room,  hall 
equipment 

Cleaning  equipment  for 
children  to  use 
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On  3 he  Way  . . . 


Wisdom  From  Here  And  There 


I  was  regretting  the  past 
and  fearing  the  future. 

Suddenly  my  Lord  was  speaking; 
“My  name  is  I  Am,”  He  paused. 
I  waited.  He  continued, 

“When  you  live  in  the  past, 
with  its  mistakes  and  regrets, 

It  is  hard.  I  am  not  there. 


My  name  is  not  I  Was. 

When  you  live  in  the  future, 
with  its  problems  and  fears, 

It  is  hard.  I  am  not  there. 

My  name  is  not  I  Will  Be. 

When  you  live  in  this  moment, 

It  is  not  hard.  I  am  here! 

My  name  is  I  Am.” 

—  Helen  Mallicoat 


Louisiana  Methodists  Take  Action 


In  AIDS  Ministries  and  Meetings 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  was 
well  represented  at  the  First  National 
United  Methodist  Consultation  on  AIDS 
Ministries,  held  in  San  Francisco,  toward 
the  end  of  last  year.  Those  attending  in¬ 
cluded  Ms.  Virginia  Brown  of  St.  Mark’s 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge;  Rev.  David  Bill¬ 
ings  Jr.,  pastor  at  the  Greater  New  Or¬ 
leans  Urban  Ministry;  Mr.  Peter 
Braswell,  member  of  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC  in  New  Orleans,  and  Rev.  Debbie 
Drash,  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Three  Conference  Boards  made  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  Louisiana  to  be  represented:  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  Global  Ministries 
and  Church  and  Society.  The  four  indi¬ 
viduals  who  attended  the  Consultation- 
will  be  happy  to  pass  on  the  information 
and  insights  they  gained  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  at  the  conference. 

The  Baton  Rouge  American  Red  Cross 
recently  shared  information  that  there 
are  already  720  cases  of  AIDS  reported 
this  year  in  Louisiana  and  that  the  num¬ 
ber  is  growing  daily  in  all  segments  of 
the  population.  The  Red  Cross  stressed 
that  many  cases  are  undiagnosed  and  un¬ 
reported  and  so  the  actual  statistics  are 
much  higher  in  Louisiana  than  are  cur¬ 
rently  documented. 


Several  United  Methodist  Boards  and 
Agencies  considered  the  AIDS  crisis  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  Convocation  of  Boards  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

On  Thursday  and  Friday,  March  17 
and  18,  Louisiana  Interfaith  Seminar  on 
AIDS  will  be  held  at  Southern  Baptist 
Hospital’s  McFarland  Center  for  Health 
Education,  4429  Clara  Street,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  LA.  All  clergy,  religious  and  lay 
leaders  are  invited  to  attend.  The  key¬ 
note  address  will  be  delivered  by  Dr. 
Ronald  H.  Sunderland,  former  Director 
of  the  Texas  Medical  Center’s  Institute 
of  Religion  and  co-author  of  AIDS:  A 
Manual  for  Pastoral  Care,  AIDS  and  the 
Church,  A  Biblical  Basis  for  the  Minis¬ 
try  andTATbS:  Personal  Stories  in  Pasto¬ 
ral  Perspective.  The  seminar  will 
provide  professional  medical,  psychoso¬ 
cial,  legal  and  ethical  information  about 
AIDS  to  assist  congregations  in  forming 
compassionate  and  hope-filled  responses 
and  ministries  to  those  affected. 

Registration  for  the  seminar  includes 
lunch.  For  more  information,  contact 
Margaret  S.  Austin,  (504)  891-3732  or  Pe¬ 
ter  Braswell  at  (504)  737-5363;  or  write 
Louisiana  Interfaith  Seminar  on  AIDS, 
P.O.  Box  2616,  New  Orleans,  LA  70176- 
2616. 


ACTION  AGAINST  AIDS  —  These  members  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Conference  participated  in  the  First  National  United  Methodist  Consultation  on 
AIDS  Ministries.  Those  attending  were,  from  1.  to  r.,  Ms.  Virginia  Brown,  Rev.  Da¬ 
vid  Billings  Jr.,  Mr.  Peter  Braswell  and  Rev.  Debbie  Drash. 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 
Elects  New  Chairman  of  Board 


Mr.  L.  D.  McGehee  has  been  elected 
'  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
in  Ruston.  He  has  served  on  the  Board 
for  27  years. 

He  succeeds  W.  A.  J.  Lewis  who  held 
that  office  for  17  years.  McGehee  is 
semi-retired  and  currently  serves  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Con  Agra  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
N.W.  Production  Credit  Association. 

McGehee  is  also  past  president  of  the 
Quasta  Council  of  Boy  Scouts  of  Ameri¬ 
ca.  His  church  activities  are  primarily  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  of  Ruston, 
where  he  is  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  and  Chairman  of  the  Building 
Committee.  He  has  served  as  Chairman 
of  the  Administrative  Board  in  the  past. 

He  has  held  several  offices  and  has 
served  on  many  committees  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


RECENTLY  ELECTED  —  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston  has 
elected  Mr.  L.  D.  McGehee  as  their  new 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 


For  Senior  Highs  — 

Camping  Offers  Valuable  Experiences 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  first  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  three  articles  about  the  various 
camping  opportunities  available  to  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  children  and  youth  in  Loui¬ 
siana. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  offers  a  va¬ 
riety  of  camping  opportunities  for  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth  each  summer.  Church 
camping  has  proven  to  be  a  viable  and 
effective  means  of  ministry  in  the  past, 
and  the  current  camping  opportunities 
continue  this  tradition. 

Church  camping  offers  an  intense  liv¬ 
ing  experience  for  campers  in  a  setting 
which  is  set  apart  from  the  routine. 
Campers  have  the  opportunity  to  explore 
God’s  message  by  experiencing  a  vital 
Christian  community  over  an  extended 
period  of  time.  By  living  together  in  a 
confined  setting,  campers  have  the 
chance  to  explore  and  grow  in  their 
faith. 

Each  of  the  three  United  Methodist 
camp  sites  in  Louisiana  offer  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  all  ages  of  children  and  youth. 
The  camp  for  Senior  High  students  pro¬ 
vides  a  variety  of  experiences. 

The  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Uski- 
chitto  Retreat  Center  offers  a  Senior  High 
Camp  over  the  weekend  of  July  15-17, 
1988.  Rev.  Steven  Kelly,  associate  minis¬ 
ter  at  Henning  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  will  serve  as  director.  This 
camp  is  open  to  youth  currently  enrolled 
in  grades  9-12. 

Caney  Conference  Centre  has  four  op¬ 
portunities  for  Senior  Highs.  The  first 
event  is  a  Youth  Choir  Camp  open  to  Ju¬ 
nior  and  Senior  Highs.  This  camp  is  lim¬ 
ited  to  40  persons.  The  participants  will 
meet  at  Caney  for  rehearsal,  under  the 
direction^of  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell,  minister 
of  Faith  CMC  Tn  West  Monroe,  on  June 
17-20.  Those  attending  will  be  working  on 
the  musical  “Godspell,”  which  will  then 
be  performed  at  various  locations 
throughout  the  state  on  June  21-23. 

The  weeks  of  June  20-25  and  July  25-30 
are  scheduled  for  the  Christian  Commu¬ 


nity  Experience  (CCE).  Mr.  Lorris  Wim¬ 
berly  will  be  the  director  during  these 
weeks.  The  camps  are  limited  and  are 
for  persons  currently  enrolled  in  grades 
9-12.  The  emphasis  of  CCE  is  on  small 
group  experiences  and  personal  growth. 
The  final  camping  opportunity  at  Caney 
is  a  Classic  Camp,  November  20-23.  This 
is  a  traditional  camping  experience 
which  has  been  moved  to  this  date  so 
that  senior  high  youth  who  have  summer 
jobs  will  be  able  to  attend.  The  Director 
is  Rev.  Wayne  Flowers,  pastor  of  the 
Mangham-Crowville  Charge.  This  camp 
is  open  to  youth  who  will  be  in  grades  10- 
12  at  the  time  of  the  camp. 


Camp  Istrouma  has  two  opportunities 
for  senior  highs.  The  first  is  a  traditional 
camp  setting,  June  13-17.  It  will  be  di¬ 
rected  by  Mr  John  Edd  Harper,  diaconal 
minister  of  youth  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge.  This  camp  is  open  to  youth 
currently  in  grades  8-11.  The  final  senior 
high  opportunity  is  the  Methodist  Home 
Camp  for  youth  currently  in  grades  9-12. 
The  camp  is  limited  to  25  youth  and  cur¬ 
rent  eighth  graders  may  be  considered,  if 
there  is  space.  The  youth  serve  as  junior 
counselors  for  the  children  in  residence 
at  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 
These  children  range  in  age  from  6-14. 
The  director  is  Mr.  Larry  Lewis,  Confer¬ 


ence  Coordinator  of  Children  and  Youth 
Ministries. 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  the  director  or 
campsite: 

—  Lake  Charles  District  Office 
816  Kirkman  Street 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 

—  Caney  Conference  Centre 
P.O.  Box  707 

Minden,  LA  71055 

—  Camp  Istrouma 
P.O.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739 


PICTURESQUE  SETTING  —  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  the  weekend  of  July  15-17.  The  camp  offers  many  facilities, 
the  Lake  Charles  District  will  host  a  Senior  High  Camp  over  including  cabins  that  will  house  up  to  92  persons. 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Gets  New  Name,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center 


The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Camp  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  have  given  the  camp  a 
new  name  —  USKICHITTO  (pronounced 
Whiskey  Chitto)  Retreat  Center. 

The  selection  was  made  from  many 
suggestions  submitted  in  response  to  a 
contest  announced  in  September,  1987. 
Entries  came  from  all  across  the  dis¬ 
trict.  The  winning  name  was  credited  to 
Eloi  Primeaux  of  the  Hayes  United 
Methodist  Church.  Two  scholarships  in 
the  amount  of  $65  each  have  been  given 
to  the  Retreat  Center  to  be  used  by  Mr. 
Primeaux  or  by  his  designates  during 
the  1988  camping  season. 

Uskichitto  is  of  Choctaw  origin,  mean¬ 
ing  “a  canebreak,”  in  other  words,  "Big 
Cane  Creek,"  from  Louisiana  Place- 
Names  of  Indian  Origin  by  Read.  The 
spelling  ’Uskichitto’  is  from  Those 
Strange  Louisiana  Names  by  Codman 
Parkerson;  it  is  the  original  Choctaw 
spelling.  Since  the  river  flows  through 
the  120  acres  owned  by  the  district 
churches,  the  trustees  felt  the  name 
would  be  appropriate.  They  preferred 
the  Indian  spelling,  as  did  Mr.  Primeaux. 

The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  is  open 
year-round  to  all  persons  without  regard 


to  race,  color,  national  origin,  economic 
condition,  age,  sex  or  handicap.  The  five 
cabins  have  a  sleeping  capacity  of  92 
persons.  All  cabins  are  carpeted  and  air- 
conditioned.  One  cabin  has  been  espe¬ 
cially  designed  and  equipped  for  persons 
with  handicapping  conditions.  The  Re¬ 
treat  Center  is  located  three  miles  north 
of  Highway  190  at  LeBlanc. 

Facilities  available  include  a  beautiful 
swimming  pool,  sport  court  (tennis,  vol¬ 
leyball,  shuffle  board,  basketball,  bad¬ 
minton  and  four  square  are  just  a  few  of 
the  games  that  can  be  played  on  the 
court),  barbeque  patio  and  picnic  area, 
dining  hall,  pavilion,  campfire  ring,  fully 
equipped  children’s  play  area,  hiking 
trails  and  athletic  field  complete  with 
backstop  and  bleachers.  The  grounds 
have  been  beautified  with  crepe  myrtle 
trees,  azaleas,  bridal  wreaths,  roses,  ca- 
melias  and  dogwood  trees.  A  fountain  in 
the  middle  of  the  pond,  lighted  at  night 
with  three  different  colors,  gives  the 
grounds  a  sense  of  movement  and  is  a  fo¬ 
cal  point  of  attention. 

Reservations  for  use  of  the  Uski¬ 
chitto  Retreat  Center  can  be  cleared 
through  the  Lake  Charles  District  Office, 


NEW  NAME  —  The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  Lake  Charles  offers  many  fine 
facilities  for  recreation,  including  this  sports  court  for  basketball,  volleyball  and 
badminton,  just  to  name  a  few. 


the  United  Methodist  Church,  816  Kirk- 
man  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601,  phone 
(318)  439-2982.  It  is  available  to  churches, 
Sunday  School  classes.  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  school 


youth  retreats,  and  the  list  goes -on.  The 
Trustees  are  anxious  for  the  facilities  to 
be  used.  Cathey  Lannerd,  district  and 
camp  program  secretary,  will  be  happy 
to  forward  information  upon  request. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


i - 

Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  will  be  hosting  a  concert  by 
Ken  Medema,  renowned  singer,  song¬ 
writer  and  pianist,  on  March  2,  at  7  p.m. 
The  concert  will  be  held  at  the  church 
and  tickets  are  available  at  the  church 
office;  $5  for  adults,  $4  for  students  and 
$3  for  children  under  10. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  held  a 
Missions  Awareness  Program  for  the 
church  and  community  in  late  January. 
The  evening  began  with  a  covered  dish 
supper  and  was  followed  by  a  Missions 
Program.  The  guest  speaker  was  Rev. 
Carol  Winn,  pastor  of  the  Istrouma  and 
North  Baton  Rouge  UMCs.  The  topic  was 
the  Baton  Rouge  Food  Bank  and  Our 
Christian  Mission  Response.  Those  who 
attended  brought  with  them  canned 
goods  and  rice.  The  pastor  at  St.  Luke’s 
is  Rev.  Debbie  Drash. 

Winnsboro  United  Methodist  Church 
was  represented  on  the  field  at  the 
Superbowl  pre-game  show  by  two  mem¬ 
bers,  Dawn  Williams  and  Dee  Dee  Sing¬ 
er.  A  total  of  7,000  girls  were  hopefuls 
for  the  All-Star  Dance  Team  spots  and  it 
was  eventually,  through  tough  competi¬ 
tion,  that  the  group  was  narrowed  to  50 
dancers,  which  included  Singer  and  Wil¬ 
liams.  The  pastor  at  Winnsboro  is  Rev. 


Tom  Crosby. 

The  Methodist  Men  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Laplace  will  hold 
their  annual  Sweetheart  Steak  Dinner  on 
Saturday,  Feb.  20.  Take-out  orders  will 
be  available  for  lunch  from  11  a  m.  until 
2  p.m.  The  candlelight  dinner  will  be 
served  from  5  p.m.  until  9  p.m.  and  will 
include  a  16  oz.  ribeye,  baked  potato,  sal¬ 
ad,  bread,  dessert  and  drink.  Tickets  are 
available  from  any  member  of  the  UMM 
for  $10  for  adults  and  $5  for  children 
ages  12  and  under.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  T. 
R.  Bergeron  Sr. 

•  •  • 

The  Young  Adults  at  Louisiana  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC  in  Opelousas  held  a  Valentine 
Supper  on  Feb.  5  at  Mulatte’s  in  Breaux 
Bridge,  where  they  enjoyed  good  food, 
fellowship  and  Cajun  fun. 

*  *  * 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Houma  is  involved  in  a  Pie  Ministry.  As 
a  gesture  of  welcome,  first  time  visitors 
are  greeted  with  a  fresh  pie,  the  week 
following  their  first  visit.  The  Pie  Minis¬ 
try  has  a  new  coordinator,  Nancy  Gray, 
who  has  rounded  up  a  group  of  30  volun¬ 
teer  greeters  to  deliver  a  word  of  wel¬ 
come  and  a  fresh  pie.  The  Pie  Ministry  is 
a  warm,  personal,  yet  simple  extension 
of  friendship  to  newcomers  that  makes  a 


lasting  impression.  The  pastor  is  Rev. 
John  Winn  Jr. 


St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie  will  again  sponsor  a 
Mother-Daughter  Banquet  on  Friday, 
Feb.  26  from  6:30-8  p.m.  There  will  be  a 
buffet  turkey  dinner,  a  short  program 


Rev  Ed  DeWeese,  area  director  of 
Prison  Fellowship  Ministries,  announces 
a  volunteer  training  meeting  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  Feb.  25,  from  7  p.m.  until  9  p.m.  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Rev.  DeWeese  will  lead  the  training 
session,  which  is  for  both  experienced 
prison  workers  and  those  interested  in 
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and  lots  of  fun  and  fellowship.  If  your 
own  mother  or  daughter  can’t  come  with 
you,  adopt  one  for  the  evening.  This  is 
not  limited  to  members  of  St.  Matthew’s 
or  UMW.  Tickets  are  on  sale  in  the 
church  office  for  $3  for  adults  and  $1.50 
for  children  under  the  age  of  10.  The  pas¬ 
tor  at  St.  Matthew’s  is  Rev.  J.  Roddy 
Taylor. 


becoming  volunteers  for  Prison  Fellow¬ 
ship. 

Prison  Fellowship  was  endorsed  by  the 
1984  General  Conference  to  enlist  and 
train  United  Methodist  congregations 
and  persons  in  prison  ministries. 

All  persons,  including  ministers  and 
lay  persons  interested  in  doing  prison 
ministry  are  invited  to  attend. 
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Editorial 

High-tech,  hard  choices  &  God’s  will 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


My  Witness 


FEBRUARY  19,  1988 


New  Christians  need  loving  ‘neighborhood’ 


By  JOAN  BONETTI 


What  role  should  Christians  play  in 
evaluating  the  hard  choices  caused  by 
"high-tech'’  medical  care? 

“Raise  questions  about  God’s  will.” 

That,  in  effect,  is  the  advice  recently 
given  by  the  Rev.  Abigail  Evans,  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  bioethicist  at  the  Kennedy  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Ethics  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Evans  told  participants  at  a  recent 
conference  on  “end-of-life  decisions" 
that  the  church’s  task  is  not  to  "cry  out" 
against  medical  technology. 

Rather,  she  said,  the  church  should  be 
asking  whether  technology  promotes  or 
hinders  God’s  will. 

That  is  a  timely  insight. 

Growing  numbers  of  people,  faced 
with  serious  illness  involving  themselves 
or  a  loved  one.  are  bewildered  by  com¬ 
plex  choices  created  by  medical  ad¬ 
vances.  For  example: 

•Should  life  be  prolonged  “at  all 
costs’’— emotional,  physical  and  finan¬ 
cial— via  technology  such  as  heart-lung 
machines  or  artificial  respirators? 

•  How  much  financial  expense  is  “too 
much,  ”  if  it  ever  is,  to  pay  for  life-pro¬ 
longing  technology  or  exotic  treatments? 

•When,  if  ever,  is  it  morally  accept¬ 
able  to  let  a  person  die  rather  than  doing 
all  that  modern  medicine  allows? 

•What  is  an  “acceptable  risk”  in  the 
use  of  experimental  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment  that  may  entail  negative  side-ef¬ 
fects? 

The  absence  of  clear  right-or- wrong 
answers  to  such  questions  suggests  that 
advances  in  medical  technology,  and 
their  applications  to  treating  cancer, 
heart  disease  and  other  forms  of  serious 
illness,  are  a  mixed  blessing. 

It’s  unquestionably  a  blessing  that 
such  advances  have  expanded  options  for 
treating  serious  illness.  They  have  re- 
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stored  to  health  countless  people  who 
otherwise  would  have  died  prematurely. 

Equally  unquestionable,  however,  is 
the  burden  such  options  thrust  on  many 
people  faced  with  life-and-death  choices. 
That  includes  crippling  guilt  and  self¬ 
doubt  arising  from  uncertainty  about 
"doing  the  right  thing." 

Such  dilemmas  could  not  even  be  con¬ 
ceived,  much  less  expressed,  during  biblical 
times.  We  therefore  cannot  legitimately 
turn  to  Scripture  for  direct  answers  to 
problems  posed  by  “high-tech"  medicine. 

As  people  of  faith,  however,  we  can 
and  should  do  what  Dr.  Evans  recom¬ 
mends:  Provide  a  perspective  in  which 
proposed  answers  are  measured  by  how 
effectively  they  discern  and  promote 
God’s  will  for  human  life. 

The  biblical  witness  of  Jesus  and  the 
prophets  suggests  that  if  we  don’t  offer 
that  perspective,  it’s  highly  unlikely  that 
anyone  else  will. 

The  biblical  witness  also  provides  am¬ 
ple  evidence  of  what  God  intends  hu¬ 
mans  to  be  and  do,  regardless  of  how 
"advanced"  our  technology  might  be. 

The  following  checklist  is  rooted  in 
that  witness.  Prayerfully  used,  it  can 
help  anyone  faced  with  a  hard  choice  to 
discern  God's  will  about  proposed  medi¬ 
cal  treatment  for  oneself,  a  loved  one  or 
a  friend. 

f  Is  the  proposed  treatment  loving— 
that  is,  does  it  show  compassion  for  the 
people  most  affected  by  it? 

S  Is  the  treatment  faithful— that  is, 
does  it  keep  faith  with  previous  promises 
and  covenants? 

S  Is  it  realistic— that  is,  does  it  stand 
a  reasonable  chance  of  being  effective? 

•f  Does  it  heed  the  Golden  Rule— that 
is,  does  it  "do  unto  others”  as  you  would 
want  done  to  you  if  roles  were  reversed? 


I’ve  been  asking  myself,  “Who  are  my 
neighbors?" 

Since  I  live  in  an  apartment,  my  neigh¬ 
bors  by  definition  live  under,  beside  and 
in  back  of  me.  I’m 
surrounded  by  peo¬ 
ple  who  live  so  close 
to  me  I  could  touch 
them  if  we  weren’t 
separated  by  walls. 

And  yet  I’m  not  close 
to  them. 

A  neighborhood  is 
people  who  share  a  Joan  Bonetti 
common  ground.  The  church  is  a  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  a  sense.  It’s  a  place  where 
people  of  various  backgrounds  and  inter¬ 
ests  come  together  and  feel  a  sense  of 
belonging  and  a  sense  of  sharing. 

As  a  new  member  of  our  church— our 
"neighborhood"— I  would  like  to  convey 
some  impressions  that  I  feel  can  make  a 
difference  in  building  and  strengthening 
our  neighborhood,  our  church. 

Pontius'  Puddle 


We  have  been  asked  to  be  disciples  in 
our  neighborhoods.  We  have  been  asked 
that  by  God.  And  our  neighborhood  de¬ 
pends  so  much  on  the  people  within  it. 
That  is  the  makeup  of  our  neighborhood. 

I  came  to  our  little  church  because  I 
knew  a  few  of  its  members.  Gradually,  I 
grew  to  know  more  of  them.  As  I  now  look 
over  the  congregation,  I  see  many  faces  I 
know,  and  it  gives  me  great  comfort. 

But  when  I  first  started  attending  a  lit¬ 
tle  over  a  year  ago,  I  knew  so  few  of  the 
people  and  was  so  very  nervous  and  felt 
out  of  place. 

Not  only  was  I  new  to  this  church,  I 
also  was  new  to  any  church  because  my 
parents  were  not  religious  at  all. 

The  Lord’s  Prayer,  which  to  me  symbol¬ 
izes  a  link  with  God,  was  at  first  merely  a 
beautiful  string  of  words  that  bound  every¬ 
one  that  knew  it  together.  I  truly  felt  de¬ 
prived  because  I  didn’t  know  it.  And  as  far 
as  the  Bible  is  concerned,  I  still  consider 
myself  a  biblical  illiterate.  I  am  trying  to 
learn,  even  if  it- is  only  slowly. 


The  reason  I  bring  that  up  is  I  want 
others  to  realize  how  many  people  there 
are  who  want  so  badly  to  belong.  Think 
back  to  when  you  first  realized  that 
someone  was  a  regular  attender,  and  re¬ 
member  if  you  had  any  idea  of  how  out  of 
place  such  people  may  have  felt. 

People  like  me  are  all  around  you  and 
could  be  sitting  right  next  to  you  now  or 
every  day  as  you  ride  the  bus  to  town, 
and  you  may  not  realize  it. 

Many  looking  for  community 

I’m  sure  there  are  so  many  others  out 
there  in  our  city  who  also  are  looking  for 
a  community,  looking  for  a  neighborhood 
where  they  can  slowly  sink  their  roots  in 
and  feel  at  home  with  God. 

It  can  be  a  very  intimidating  experi¬ 
ence  to  feel  that  everyone  else  knows  the 
words  to  the  hymns  except  you  or  that 
everyone  else  knows  exactly  what  his  or 
her  relationship  is  with  God. 

I  feel  that  it’s  not  appropriate  for  me 
to  suggest  what  our  role  should  be  in 


serving  God.  I  still  have  only  a  vague 
sense  of  who  He  is,  of  what  He  means  to 
me,  of  what  He  can  do  for  me  and  what  I 
can  do  for  Him.  I’m  still  searching  for  a. 
fuller  understanding. 

And  the  reason  I’m  able  to  share  all  of, 
that  is  because  I  believe  that  we  all 
share  certain  traits,  that  we  are  all  still 
searching  and  that  we  must  continue, 
searching.  That  is  the  fuel  of  the  fire. 

And  if  we  can’t  expose  ourselves  to 
others,  open  up  to  them,  and  if  we  hide 
behind  the  comfort  of  what  we  have 
come  to  know  with  years  of  practice, 
then  we  are  guilty  of  elitism,  and  that  is  * 
what  alienates  others  from  our  neighbor¬ 
hood.  We  may  just  as  well  build  10-foot 
fences  around  our  homes. 

Letting  others  know 

So  how  are  we  going  to  let  others  know 
about  our  loving  neighborhood  if  we  only 
communicate  our  love  within  its  walls? 

Let  me  give  an  example  of  how  I  think 
it  can  be  done. 

I  have  a  cousin  by  marriage  who  is  so 
genuinely  good,  so  genuinely  concerned 
and  interested  in  others,  that  I  feel  good 
and  concerned  even  after  I’ve  left  her 
company.  It’s  her  character  that  reflects 
godliness,  and  it’s  that  godliness  that’s  so 
infectious  and  right. 

Like  my  cousin,  we  need  to  acknowl¬ 
edge,  affirm  and  be  kind  and  make  it 
easy  for  those  who  want  to  come  in  to 
our  neighborhood,  the  church. 

People  are  what  give  life  to  any  com¬ 
munity,  particularly  the  church.  We 
make  the  difference. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 
Joan  Bonetti  is  a  member  of  Grace  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Riverside.  Calif. 
(California-Pacific  Annual  Conference). 


ns  t\  RARE  PRIVILEGE  TO  STAND 
BEFORE  A  CONGREGATION  WAITING 
EAGERLY  TO  HEAR  GOD'S 
WORD  PREACHED' 


SIGH ,  AT  LEAST  IT'S 
RARE  IN  N\y  GHORCU. 
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Viewpoints  clash  on  conflict  between  Israelis,  Palestinians 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  5  editorial  regarding  Israel’s 
defense  against  marauding  rock  throw¬ 
ers  is  a  logical,  reasonable  and  rational 
discussion  of  the  issue. 

But  it  is  not  religious.  In  fact,  it  ig¬ 
nores  our  religion! 

Those  of  us  who  believe  in  the  Bible 
know  that  God  repeatedly  promised  to 
Abraham,  to  Isaac  and  to  Jacob  (Israel) 
all  the  land  “for  a  possession”  from  the 
"River  of  Egypt"  to  the  Euphrates  (Exo¬ 
dus  6:8  and  elsewhere). 

God  is  now  making  good  on  that  prom¬ 
ise.  How  can  we  object  to  God’s  avowed 
plan  for  Israel?  Or  to  how  God  chooses 
to  carry  out  his  plair? 

Sam  Miller 
Tullahoma,  Tennessee 

Actions  are  sickening 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  regard  to  the  Jan.  29  article 
headlined,  "Top  Methodist  wants  Israel  ’ac¬ 
countable,’  ’’  and  the  related  editorial  in  the 
following  week’s  issue  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

I  can  hardly  look  at  TV  news  any  more 
because  of  the  barbaric  actions  displayed 
by  the  Israelis  against  the  poor  and  dispos¬ 
sessed  Palestinian  people.  It’s  sickening! 


I  have  come  to  resent  the  $3  billion  to 
$5  billion  that  Congress  gives  to  Israel 
each  year  and  apparently  with  no  strings 
attached.  The  Israeli  government  looks 
to  the  taxpayers  of  the  United  States  for 
help,  but  it  also  thumbs  its  nose  at  us  at 
the  same  time.  In  my  opinion,  this  gift 
should  be  stopped — NOW! 

And  to  make  matters  worse,  not  one 
congressman  nor  one  senator  has  had  the 
courage  to  speak  out  against  the  ruthless 
actions  of  the  Israelis.  Why?  Could  it  be 
because  of  the  powerful  Israeli  lobby  in 
the  United  States? 

If  that  is  the  only  reason,  I  think  that 
the  American  people  should  retire  some 
of  our  representatives  and  senators  to 
the  pastures  during  the  next  election. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  a  few  Jewish  leaders  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Israel  are  not  afraid 
to  speak  out  against  the  unacceptable 
and  reprehensible  actions  of  the  Israeli 
government. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

Perspective  is  lacking 

To  the  Editor: 

A  lot  of  the  current  hysteria  about  the 


rioting  in  Israel  (including  attempts  to 
compare  it  with  South  Africa)  seems  to 
lack  any  historical  and  practical  per¬ 
spective  (see  UMR,  Jan.  29  and  Feb.  5). 

People  ought  to  remember  how  the 
“occupied  West  Bank"  came  to  be  occu¬ 
pied:  Israel  won  it  after  repelling  sneak 
attacks  by  her  Arab  “neighbors.” 

The  opportunity  has  always  existed  to 
trade  captured  land  for  peace.  The  only 
Arab  leader  ever  willing  to  try  that  was 
Egypt’s  Anwar  Sadat.  His  country  got  back 
the  Sinai,  and  there  was  peace  in  Israel. 

However,  not  all  of  Sadat’s  Arab  broth¬ 
ers,  such  as  the  Palestinian  Liberation  Or¬ 
ganization,  want  peace.  His  assassination 
rather  understandably  made  other  leaders 
uneasy  about  talking  peace  with  Israel. 

What  is  the  most  humane  way  to  control 
violent  rioting  is  a  good  question.  But 
while  asking  that  question,  one  really 
should  notice  that  the  rioting  Palestinians 
are  not  singing  “Give  peace  a  chance." 
They  are  screaming,  "PLO!  PLO!” 

Who  can  blame  the  Israelis  for  being 
less  than  happy  with  the  prospect  of  a 
neighbor-state  run  by  Yasser  Arafat’s 
terrorist  organization,  which  refuses 
even  to  recognize  Israel’s  right  to  exist? 

A  Palestinian  state  under  those  terms 


would  have  as  its  primary  export  rockets 
aimed  at  Israeli  farms,  towns,  schools. 

Ronald  Cansler 
Joplin,  Missouri 

Editorial  was  courageous 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  5  editorial  about  the  brutal¬ 
ities  of  a  budding  holocaust  in  the  Middle 
East  is  remarkable. 

Your  courageous  voice  pleading  for 
truth,  justice  and  urgency  is  commend¬ 
able!  Continue!! 

T.  A.  Litov 

Castro  Valley,  California 

4 What’  or  ‘Whom’? 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  letter  complained  that  the 
UMC  did  not  teach  people  what  to  be¬ 
lieve  (see  UMR,  Jan.  29).  I’m  glad  that  it 
teaches  in  whom  we  should  trust. 

Marcius  E.  Taber 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan 

What  a  gracious  piece! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  God  for  Jan  Hayen’s  Jan.  29 
"Here  I  Stand"  column  about  "Middle-of- 
the-Road"  United  Methodists. 


Here  I  Stand 

UM  television  show  is  on  a  positive  wavelength 


By  ROGER  L.  BURGESS 
Reports  that  Jim  and  Tammy  Faye 
Bakker  may  renew  their  TV  ministry 
and  congressional  hearings  on  the  ac¬ 
countability  of  religious  broadcasters  in¬ 
vite  some  contrasts  between  the  United 
Methodist  TV  program,  "Catch  the  Spir¬ 
it,”  and  other  efforts  we  see.  hear  and 
read  about. 
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“Catch  the  Spirit”  is  a  weekly  maga¬ 
zine-format  program.  It  tells  true  stories 
about  the  way  United 
Methodist  people  are 
in  ministry  and  ex¬ 
pressing  their  faith 
around  the  world. 

In  addition  to  the 
weekly  program 
shown  on  four  cable 
networks,  three 
prime-time  specials  Roger  Burgess 
have  appeared  in  recent  months  on  the 
Christian  Broadcasting  Network.  The 
specials  described  our  church  and  our 
people  at  work  in  Africa,  Bolivia  and 
China. 

•"Catch  the  Spirit”  does  not  propa¬ 
gate  a  personality  cult.  Instead,  it  tells 
the  stories  of  many  people,  lay  and  clergy 
whose  Christian  faith  motivates  them  to 
minister  to  the  needs  of  others  in  unusual 


and  exciting  ways. 

•  “Catch  the  Spirit"  is  positive.  It  does 
not  criticize  others.  It  celebrates  God’s 
gift  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  witnesses  to  God's 
love  through  exciting  stories  about  real 
people. 

•  "Catch  the  Spirit"  does  not  plead  for 
funds  on  the  air.  The  program  is  a  minis¬ 
try  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  paid 
for  by  denominational  funds  and  volun¬ 
tary  contributions  from  individuals  and 
foundations. 

•“Catch  the  Spirit"  is  accountable  for 
its  content.  Its  programs  are  reviewed 
by  members  of  the  General  Commission 
on  Communication  for  balance  and  by 
special  task  forces  of  ethnic  people  for 
inclusiveness.  The  stories  it  tells  reflect 
the  actions  of  the  General  Conference. 

•"Catch  the  Spirit"  is  financially  ac¬ 
countable.  Every  dollar  in  the  “Catch  the 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Spirit"  budget,  both  income  and  expense, 
is  scrutinized  by  the  church’s  General 
Commission  on  Communication.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  financial  reports  are  reviewed  by 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  Price  Waterhouse  audi¬ 
tors. 

"Catch  the  Spirit”  is  a  positive  witness 
for  United  Methodism.  It  is  a  good  televi¬ 
sion  ministry  we  can  be  proud  of! 

" Here  l  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Roger  L.  Burgess  is  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  of  United  Methodist 
Communications  in  Nashville.  Tenn. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Mom’s  footprints  lead  to  new  possibilities 


I  thought  my  mom  was  putting  on  her 
best  face  for  my  younger  sister  and  me. 
We  had  been  involved  in  relocating  her 
to  a  retirement  center  and  had  spent  the 
weekend  completing  the  move. 

She  had  appeared  eager,  even  excited, 
about  the  prospect  of  going  to  “the 
home"— officially  known  as  Crestview 
Retirement  Community,  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  by  the  Texas  conference  of  our 
church. 

For  50  years  Mom  maintained  a  clean, 
loving,  Christian  home  for  my  father, 
and  until  we  were  young  adults,  for  my 
sister  and  me.  Her  home  always  was 
home  for  our  families— my  sister  with 
three  children  in  the  same  city  and  my 
own  family  with  two  boys  on  our  occa¬ 
sional  visits. 

Mom  spent  the  five  years— to  the 
day— since  my  father’s  death  living 
alone  in  the  home  they  had  shared.  In 
just  five  days  she  would  reach  the  date 
that  would  have  been  their  50th  wedding 
anniversary. 

Now  she  was  turning  her  back  on  all 
that.  In  fact  it  was  only  the  reluctance  of 
my  sister  and  me  that  kept  her  home  off 
the  market.  Her  unwavering  routine  of 
maintaining  a  home— as  opposed  to 


keeping  house— and  the  pride  of  her  in¬ 
dependence  seemingly  were  being  given 
up  with  little  regret.  — :-ziL  .. 

I  had  never  heard  of 
anyone  making  such 
a  move  so  easily. 

I  had  the  uneasy 
feeling  that  things 
just  weren't  as  they 
appeared.  Mom  had  . 
always  been  the  kind 
to  "keep  a  stiff  upper  Dan  Louis 
lip."  I  was  concerned  that  she  was  har¬ 
boring  some  pain  and  disappointment 
that  was  greater  than  she  was  acknowl¬ 
edging.  I  knew  I  was  feeling  some  pain 
at  her  honest  assessment  that  to  move  in 
with  my  family,  or  that  of  my  sister, 
“would  drive  everyone  crazy." 

But  a  chance  remark  I  overheard  her 
make  to  a  housekeeper  in  her  new  quar¬ 
ters  provided  the  key  for  understanding. 
Then  I  was  embarrassed  that  I  had  for¬ 
gotten  who  my  mother  is. 

“I  know  I'm  going  to  enjoy  it  here," 
she  told  the  housekeeper.  "I  think  I  can 
be  of  some  help  to  some  of  these  people." 

My  mother,  always  frail  in  many 
ways,  a  product  of  Depression  days  and 
little  education,  always  wanted  to  be 


"helpful."  She  lived  by  a  code  that  says  if 
you’re  not  wealthy  and  if  you’re  not  tal¬ 
ented,  you  at  least  can  try  to  be  help¬ 
ful— and,  even  more  certain,  you  always 
can  be  kind. 

Following  her  remark  to  the  house¬ 
keeper,  I  knew.  My  mother  came  to 
Crestview  determined  to  find  new  mean¬ 
ing  for  her  life.  She  did  not  dwell  on  what 
she  was  leaving  behind  but  had  her  eyes 
open  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future. 
And  now  as  she  is  finishing  her  70th  year, 
she  has  found  a  new  field  of  service. 

You  can  be  sure  that  she  will  try  to 
help  someone  and  even  more  certain 
that  she  will  be  kind  to  all  those  new 
neighbors. 

Her  attitude  made  me  wonder:  How 
many  of  us.  who  by  all  odds  have  more  fu¬ 
ture  ahead  and  probably  more  material 
resources  from  which  to  draw,  are  as  open 
spiritually  to  new  possibilities  for  service? 

Mom  just  helped  me  develop  a  new  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  love  that  makes  a 
home.  Even  more,  she  helped  me  see 
that  those  tiny  feet  that  have  carried  her 
so  many  miles  sure  do  leave  some  big 
tracks  to  fill— as  parents’  footprints  of¬ 
ten  do. 

-DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


What  a  wonderful,  lucid  and  gracious 
account  of  the  feelings  of  "MOTR”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  are  made  to  feel 
guilty  in  their  own  church  by  the  howling 
of  the  extremes  of  the  church’s  political 
and  theological  spectrum. 

May  her  voice  be  heard  and  her  gra¬ 
cious  spirit  received.  I  wish  I  could  have 
written  such  a  fine  piece  of  witness. 

Bill  McCutcheon 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Keep  Jubilee  ’87  spirit  alive 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Georgia  State  University  Wesley 
Foundation  would  sincerely  like  to  thank 
the  Reporter  and  Staff  Writer  Denise 
Stovall  for  the  lovely  and  most  accurate 
article  on  Jubilee  ’87  (see  UMR,  Jan.  8). 


I  hope  that  we  and  you  can  really  keep  : 
this  spirit  alive  and  going  in  our  daily 
lives. 

Christy  Bandy 
Rex,  Georgia 

Watchword  advanced 

To  the  Editor: 

Dr.  David  Livingstone,  famous  mis¬ 
sionary,  has  given  us  a  rule,  test  or  guide 
for  our  thinking  in  the  matter  of  beliefs. 

He  is  reputed  to  have  said:  “I  believe  ; 
in  anything  if  it  is  forward." 

Do  you  and  I  apply  this  rule  to  our  be¬ 
liefs? 

I  hope  we  do. 

Let  "forward"  be  our  watchword  al¬ 
ways! 

William  R.  Greg 
Charleroi,  Pennsylvania 


©Cokesbury  f 

Book*  •  Blblo*  •  Church  SuppIlM  /  ' 

Cokesbury— serving  the  people  who  serve  the  church  j? 


•  We  will  provide  you  with  quality  products  and  services  at  fair  prices. 

•  We  will  fill  your  orders  courteously,  promptly,  and  accurately. 

•  We  will  strive  to  understand  and  respond  to  your  needs  through  new  and 
improved  products  and  services. 

At  Cokesbury,  We're  Responding! 

Because  we're  listening  to  you,  Cokesbury  has  been  able  to  respond  in 
many  ways  to  your  suggestions  and  comments. 

New  Products: 

Many  new  series  of  Bible-based  Sunday  School  Literature  have  been 
developed  as  a  direct  result  of  your  suggestions:  •  the  lesus  Christ  study 

•  Disciple  Bible  study,  an  m-depth  34-week  Bible  study  that  has  met 
unprecedented  acclaim  from  early  participants  •  the  children's  Bible  stories 
on  video  •  CSTN,  the  new  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network,  which 
has  been  designed  to  inform,  inspire,  and  involve  all  church  members.  It 
will  provide  a  world  of  information  for  you. 

Improved  Services: 

Toll-free  ordering  service  has  been  improved  for  many  who  appreciate  the 
time  saved.  Other  time-savers  include  the  Curriculum  Standing  Order 
Program,  Cokesbury's  48-hour  shipping  service  on  in-stock  merchandise,  and 
use  of  UPS  delivery  when  appropriate. 


We're 

Listening 


Cokesbury's  first  responsibility  is  to 
you — our  customer! 

Here  is  what  you  can  expect  from  Cokesbury.  . 
and  what  we  demand  of  ourselves: 
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The  book’s  in  the  mail: 


1,143-page  Hymnal  report  sent  to 
1988  General  Conference  delegates 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE-The  996  delegates  to 
Uhited  Methodism’s  top  law-making 
body,  which  convenes  April  26-May  6  in 
St.  Louis,  recently  received  by  mail  the 
fifst  proposal  for  their  consideration. 

'It’s  a  whopper 

After  two  and  a  half  years  of  unprece¬ 
dented  media  hoopla,  thousands  of  hours 
of  deliberations  and  debate,  and  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  letters  with  specific  instructions 
on  just  how  they  should  do  it,  the  Hymnal 
Revision  Committee  has  compiled  a  pro¬ 
posed  hymnal  for  consideration  by  the 


1988  General  Conference. 

It  was  mailed  to  General  Conference 
delegates  from  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  Jan.  29. 

It’s  a  record-breaker,  1,143  pages 
bound  in  a  6-by-9-inch  soft-cover  book, 
completed  just  90  days  after  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  frantic  final  meeting.  The  mem¬ 
bers  were  still  debating  issues  of 
language  about  God  in  hymns,  the  order 
of  the  book,  and  whether  or  not  it  con¬ 
tains  "something  for  everyone.” 

The  actual  hymnal  would  have  960 
pages,  about  160  more  than  the  1966 


Book  of  Hymns.  The  new  book  contains 
the  liturgy,  psalms,  orders  of  service 
and.  most  importantly  to  the  average 
church-goer,  the  hymns  and  tunes  pro¬ 
posed  for  the  United  Methodist  Hymnal. 

If  passed  by  the  conference,  it  will  be 
the  first  hymnal  to  reflect  the  music  of 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  traditions  since  the  two  denomina¬ 
tions  came  together  as  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1968. 

The  report  to  General  Conference  con¬ 
tains  some  40  pages  of  explanation  about 
the  committee’s  work,  including  the  1984 


legislation  establishing  the  committee; 
guidelines  used  in  the  controversial  work 
on  considering  “inclusive”  language;  a 
comprehensive  list  of  representatives  of 
different  groups  who  addressed  the  com¬ 
mittee;  and  a  list  of  the  800  grass-roots 
clergy  and  laypersons,  church  musicians, 
seminary  professors  and  bishops  who 
served  as  "reader  consultants,”  review¬ 
ing  the  committee’s  work. 

Accompanying  the  hymnal  report  is 
an  hour-long  audio  tape  in  which  five 
committee  members  explain  the  process 
by  which  the  new  hymnal  was  developed. 


Familiar  hymns  and  examples  of 
songs  new  to  most  United  Methodists  are 
introduced  on  the  tape  by  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  choir  from  Wheaton,  Ill. 

The  report  culminates  nearly  12  years 
of  musical  revolution  in  the  life  of  the 
church,  said  editor  Carlton  R.  Young, 
who  also  edited  the  denomination’s  cur¬ 
rent  official  1966  Book  of  Hymns 
"The  revision  of  the  hymnal  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  really  began 
more  than  a  decade  ago,”  said  Dr. 
Young.  “With  the  growing  representation 
of  ethnic  minorities  and  the  trends  to¬ 


ward  contemporary  music  and  language, 
the  church  soon  needed  more  than  the 
1966  book  could  provide.” 

The  work  of  the  hymnal  group  was 
widely  discussed  in  church  and  secular 
circles  because  of  its  unprecedented 
treatment  of  the  area  of  language. 

Acting  under  General  Conference  or¬ 
ders  to  "respect"  the  language  of  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns,  the  committee  was  given 
leeway  to  change,  where  possible,  lan¬ 
guage  deemed  exclusive  or  offensive  by 


African  university  proposal  unhitched  from  site 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ATLANTA— At  a  high-level  strat¬ 
egy  session  last  week.  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  higher  education  agency 
agreed  to  unhitch  a  proposal  to  es¬ 


tablish  a  UM  university  in  Africa 
from  a  specific  site. 

That  agency  had  already  forward¬ 
ed  a  petition  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  asking  the  university  be 
established  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimba¬ 


bwe— a  historic  Methodist  mission 
station. 

The  revised  petition  to  the 
church’s  highest  legislative  body, 
which  meets  April  26-May  6  in  St. 
Louis,  would  ask  approval  of  a  $20- 


million  plan  for  a  first-ever,  four- 
year  UM  university  in  Africa 
without  stipulating  where  it  must  be 
built. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 


Host  government  stability  still  in  question 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
ATLANTA— Officials  studying  a 
proposal  to  build  the  first  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  raised 
questions  last  week  about  the  stabil¬ 
ity  of  the  Zimbabwean  government 
and  about  its  view  of  education. 

A  Zimbabwean  site— at  the  Old 
Mutare  mission  station,  150  miles 
east  of  the  capital  city  of  Harare— is 
first  choice  of  the  site-selection  com¬ 
mittee  for  a  first-ever,  four-year 
United  Methodist  university  in  Africa. 

The  landlocked,  south  central  Af¬ 
rican  nation— slightly  larger  than 
Montana,  with  a  population  of  al¬ 
most  9  million— has  a  one-party 
parliamentary  democracy  led  by 
President  Robert  Mugabe. 

The  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  and  secretary  to 
the  Zimbabwean  parliament,  told  a 
United  Methodist  meeting  last  week 
in  Atlanta  that  he  regards  the  ques¬ 


tion  about  stability  as  "a  very  diffi¬ 
cult  one.” 

“There  has  not  been  stability 
throughout  Africa  since  the  parti¬ 
tioning  of  Africa  in  1884,”  said  Dr. 
Kurewa. 

What  is  church  role? 

He  cautioned  the  group,  “I  think 
we  have  to  be  careful  about  the  kind 
of  questions  that  we  raise.  The  ques¬ 
tion  should  be:  What  is  the  role  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  this 
turbulent  situation?" 

He  said  U.S.  United  Methodists 
must  understand  that  Zimbabwe’s 
adoption  of  a  one-party  socialist 
state  recognizes  “the  traditional 
way"  of  the  African  people. 

"The  one-party  system  is  the  most 
stable  political  system  that  Africa 
can  enact  today,"  he  said.  "You 
think  Soviet  Union.’.  .  but  it  is  not 
the  same  thing. 


"I  wouldn’t  be  frightened  of  the 
word  socialism  here.  When  we  are 
talking  about  socialism  in  Zimbabwe, 
we  are  really  talking  about  being 
Zimbabweans." 

All  across  Africa,  secondary 
schools  are  producing  more  students 
than  universities  on  the  continent  can 
absorb,  Dr.  Kurewa  noted.  He  said  the 
state-sanctioned  university  in  Harare 
is  stretched  beyond  capacity,  with 
7,000  students  enrolled  in  a  school 
equipped  to  handle  5,000. 

Zimbabwe’s  education  emphasis 
is  on  development  of  human  skills 
from  an  African  view,  Dr.  Kurewa 
said. 

Doreen  Tilghman,  head  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  mission  board’s  Africa 
desk,  said,  “It  is  very  clear  that  the 
churches  in  Africa  see  leadership  de¬ 
velopment  as  one  of  the  primary  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  mission.” 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  long- 


‘Hallway’  critics  of  school  rebuked 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— The  president  of  the 
United  Methodist  higher  education 
agency  last  week  rebuked  “hall¬ 
way”  critics  of  a  proposal  to  build 
the  first  UM-related  university  in 
Africa. 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Phila¬ 
delphia  Area)  said  he  shared  the 
conviction  expressed  in  a  letter 
from  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de  Car¬ 
valho  of  Angola  that  "...  the  initia¬ 
tive  involves  the  integrity  of  United 
Methodism  in  Africa.” 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  wrote,  "The 
question  of  the  university  is  being  so 
much  argued  against  that  the  only 
conclusion  we  can  draw  from  here  is 
that  United  Methodism  in  the  United 
States  is  not  yet  ready  to  accept  that 
a  university  is  something  that  Afri¬ 
cans  also  need.” 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  and  Bishop 
Arthur  Kulah  of  Liberia,  represent¬ 
ing  two  of  the  denomination’s  re¬ 


gional  governing  units  in  Africa, 
asked  the  church  in  October  1984  to 
consider  building  the  first-ever, 
four-year  UM-related  university  on 
that  continent. 

Bishop  Skeete  said  that  church  of¬ 
ficials  who  gathered  last  week  to  air 
questions  about  the  proposal  needed 
to  hear  his  concerns  "so  that  we  can 
get  everything  up  on  the  table  and 
discuss  everything  in  an  open  way.” 

He  blasted  critics  who  have  called 
the  Africa  initiative  "The  Tom  Trot¬ 
ter  Memorial." 

The  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  who 
stepped  down  Dec.  31  after  14  years 
at  the  helm  of  the  higher  education 
agency,  has  championed  the  propos¬ 
al  since  it  was  brought  to  the  agency 
by  the  African  bishops. 

“I’m  sorry  that  anyone  could  fri- 
volize  this  important  request,”  said 
Bishop  Skeete. 

He  said  people  claiming  the  uni¬ 
versity  proposal  was  being  pushed 


by  Dr.  Trotter  and  his  supporters  as 
a  landmark  to  his  lengthy  tenure 
with  the  board  were  demonstrating 
"racism  and  paternalism"  by  refus¬ 
ing  to  recognize  the  validity  of  Afri¬ 
can  church  members'  request. 

Bishop  Skeete  also  said  claims 
that  the  Africa  university  would  si¬ 
phon  off  support  from  the  church's 
Black  College  Fund  were  "a  part  of 
the  pattern”  of  the  opposition  de¬ 
signed  to  divide  minorities. 

"We  have  not  begun  to  tap  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  I  don’t  think  we  should 
play  off  one  against  the  other  to 
keep  from  trying,’’  said  Bishop 
Skeete. 

Presidents  of  United  Methodism’s 
historic  black  colleges  have  all  en¬ 
dorsed  the  proposal,  he  said. 

“I  don’t  see  and  have  not  felt  any 
conflict  between  the  black  colleges 
and  the  Africa  university,”  he  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


time  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  higher  education  agency 
and  now  a  consultant  working  with 
the  Africa  university  project,  said  a 
leadership  training  center  in  Africa 
would  alleviate  the  need  to  send  stu¬ 
dents  to  universities  outside  the  conti¬ 
nent  “at  the  cost  of  de-Africanization.” 

Stability  not  at  issue 

John  Stumbo,  a  Kansas  attorney 
and  an  elected  director  of  United 
Methodism’s  world  mission  board, 
said  the  question  of  stability,  in  this 
instance,  should  not  be  an  issue.  He 
|  said  the  church  has  taken,  and  ought 
to  be  prepared  to  take,  risks. 

An  unofficial  United  Methodist 
caucus,  "Good  News,"  raised  the 
Zimbabwean  stability  question  at  its 
January  meeting.  Directors  of  the 
evangelical  caucus  issued  a  state¬ 
ment  opposing  the  Zimbabwe  site  as 
unfortunate  and  ill-informed." 

"Good  News”  directors  said  the 
church  should  consider  establishing 
the  university  in  a  central  and  sta¬ 
ble  location  where  the  government 
encourages  a  free  press,  unlimited 
assembly  and  open  expression  of 
ideas. 

David  Ochoa,  information  officer 
for  the  denomination’s  higher  educa¬ 
tion  agency,  told  the  group  meeting 
in  Atlanta  that  a  “Good  News”  offi¬ 
cial  had  suggested  Kenya  as  an  al- 
‘  ternate  site. 

Unlike  Zimbabwe,  which  has  a 
68,000-member  United  Methodist 
annual  conference,  Kenya  has  no 
United  Methodist  churches,  Mr. 
Ochoa  pointed  out. 

In  response  to  a  question  asking  if 
the  university  would  be  ecumenical, 
Dr  Trotter  said  African  church  offi¬ 
cials  had  discussed  that  issue.  They 
agreed,  he  said,  "We’ll  be  United 
Methodist  on  day  one  and  ecumeni¬ 
cal  on  day  two." 

African  officials  have  pledged  to 
encourage  other  denominations  to 
make  us  of  the  university,  he  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Education  and  Ministry,  said  a  small 
group— picked  from  among  the  27 
people  from  four  UM  agencies  who 
attended  last  week's  strategy  ses¬ 
sion— would  meet  again  March  5  to 
refine  the  amendment 

The  idea  for  establishing  a  UM-re¬ 
lated  school  in  Africa  dates  from 
October  1984.  That  was  when  two 
African  bishops  who  serve  on  the 
education  agency— Bishop  Emilio 
J.M.  de  Carvalho  (Angola  Area)  and 
Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  (Liberia 
Area)— asked  the  denomination  to 
create  the  school  there. 

The  27-member  strategy  group 
meeting  in  Atlanta  acknowledged 
that  the  Old  Mutare  tract  remains 
the  first-choice  site.  It  was  originally 
so  designated  by  a  special  committee 
that  scrutinized  six  sites  in  Africa. 
The  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference 
recently  approved  the  gift  of  1,000 
acres  there  for  the  university. 

One  question  already  widely 
raised  and  likely  crucial  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  decision  is  whether 
the  Zimbabwean  government  ap¬ 
proves  of  the  proposal.  (See  related 
story  for  other  questions  raised. ) 

Three  United  Methodist  higher 
education  officials  are  in  Zimbabwe 
this  week  joining  African  represen¬ 
tatives  to  discuss  plans  for  creation 
of  a  graduate-ievel  theology 
school — phase  one  in  the  universi¬ 
ty’s  development  plan. 


They  hope  to  meet  with  government 
officials  to  discuss  the  proposed  uni¬ 
versity,  said  the  Rev  F.  Thomas  Trot¬ 
ter.  He  is  former  chief  executive  of 
the  higher  education  board  and  is  now 
the  agency's  chief  consultant  on  the 
Africa  university  project 

The  UM  officials  were  told  last 
week  that  Zimbabwean  President 
Robert  Mugabe  "would  welcome  a  vis¬ 
it”  from  church  education  personnel. 

The  Rev  John  Kurewa,  a  United 
Methodist  serving  as  secretary  to  par¬ 
liament  in  Zimbabwe,  met  with  the 
group  in  Atlanta  last  week  and  re¬ 
layed  the  first  “official”  word  of  the 
Zimbabwean  government’s  interest. 

"They  (Zimbabwean  officials)  have 
accepted  the  idea,  but  they  need  to 
have  more  consultation  on  the  issue,” 
said  Dr.  Kurewa.  the  Zimbabwe  con¬ 
ference’s  project  manager  for  the 
university  effort. 

Dr.  Trotter  said.  “If  by  March  1  we 
have  not  received  definite  approval 
from  the  Zimbabwe  government,  we 
will  develop  a  back-up  plan.” 

The  27  officials  who  met  last 
week  included  elected  directors  and 
staff  members  of  four  denomina¬ 
tional  agencies — the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries;  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion;  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation;  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 


School  wouldn’t  break 
budget,  says  finance  chief 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA — Bishop  Joseph  Yea- 
kel  (Washington  Area)  told  a  room 
full  of  key  United  Methodist  officials 
last  week  that  a  four-year,  $20-mil- 
lion  proposal  to  build  a  UM-related 
university  in  Africa  would  not  break 
the  denomination’s  budget. 

In  a  unique  "roundtable"  to  air 
questions  expected  from  General 
Conference  delegates  regarding  the 
proposed  university.  Bishop  Yeakel 
said  that  adding  $20  million  to  the 
proposed  $399. 7-million  spending 
plan  for  1989-92  would  result  in  total 
budget  increases  of  about  5  percent 
a  year. 

A  plan  developed  by  the  church's 
higher  education  board  asked  for  an 


additional  $20-million  apportioned 
fund  for  the  next  four  years.  Local 
churches  would  be  asked  to  pay  a 
fair-share  portion  as  part  of  their 
denominational  commitment. 

Bishop  Yeakel  warned,  however, 
"We  are  not  under  any  illusion  that 
this  is  a  one-quadrennium  asking.  It 
isn’t  for  just  four  years  and  then 
out."  Bishop  Yeakel  is  president  of 
the  denomination's  central  treasury 
agency 

The  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  as  of  Jan.  1,  said  it  would 
be  a  mistake  to  expect  the  African 
church  to  be  able  to  sustain  the  uni¬ 
versity  itself  in  the  near  future. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


United  Methodists  offered  mission  statement 
that  chairman  says  could  stimulate  debate 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

DALLAS— Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  explains  the  denomination’s  proposed 
new  mission  statement  during  a  meeting  with  Reporter  regional  editors. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS — United  Methodists  looking 
for  a  ringing  call  to  mission  won’t  find  it 
in  a  38-page  report  on  the  mission  of  the 
church  going  to  the  denomination’s  1988 
General  Conference. 

But,  adds  the  chairman  of  the  group 
presenting  the  document,  they  will  find  a 
document  that  “will  sing  and  dance”  and 
one  that  could  help  lead  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  session  to  a  lively  de¬ 
bate  on  both  mission  and  theology. 

Minnesota  Area  Bishop  Emerson  S. 
Colaw  said  the  study  commission  on  the 
mission  of  the  church  will  offer  "Grace 
Upon  Grace:  God's  Mission  and  Ours"  as 
a  "theological  and  biblical  basis"  on 
which  general  agencies  and  local  congre¬ 
gations  can  build  their  own  relevant  mis¬ 
sion  statements. 

Editors  hear  overview 

Bishop  Colaw  presented  an  overview  of 
the  proposed  mission  statement  and  the 
process  that  created  it  as  the  featured 
"newsmaker”  during  last  week’s  annual 
meeting  of  conference  editors  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Reporter  and  the  United 
Methodist  Review. 

“We  offer  to  the  church  no  program  or 
emphasis,"  Bishop  Colaw  told  the  editors. 
"We  offer  God’s  grace,  which  impels  and 
motivates  us  to  evangelize  and  serve  the 
world  for  which  Jesus  Christ  died.” 

In  what  Bishop  Colaw  explained  as  an 
effort  to  make  the  document  more 
meaningful  to  delegates  who  will  vote  on 
it  during  April  26-May  6  sessions  in  St. 
Louis,  the  study  commission  also  pro¬ 
duced  a  companion  12-minute  videotape. 

The  videotape,  which  the  editors 
viewed,  juxtaposes  the  weaving  of  a  tap¬ 
estry  with  comments  on  the  study 
group’s  process,  including  remarks  by 
commission  members  on  their  individual 
understandings  of  grace. 

Bishop  Colaw  said  liturgical  resources 
and  study  guides  are  being  prepared  for 


local  congregations  to  help  them  under¬ 
stand  the  statement’s  theme  of  grace. 
Samples  of  these  materials  will  be  dis¬ 
played  at  General  Conference,  he  said. 

Bishop  Colaw  said  he  hopes  the  mis¬ 
sion  document  will  foster  a  future  for 
United  Methodism  characterized  by 
what  he  called  five  "E’s:”  ecumenical, 
evangelistic,  experiential,  enthusiastic 
and  "emerging— sensitive  to  agendas  not 
of  our  own  choosing." 

Bishop  Colaw  acknowledged,  however, 
that  the  draft  may  not  fulfill  the  charge 
given  the  mission  study  commission  by 
the  1984  General  Conference. 

"At  that  General  Conference,  a  group  of 
United  Methodist  seminary  faculty  asked 
for  a  commission  to  study  the  mission  of 
the  church."  Bishop  Colaw  explained. 

“The  General  Conference  charged  the 
commission  to  identify  Jesus  Christ’s  call 
for  our  third  century  and  to  present  a  ‘re¬ 
alistic  proposal  for  relevant  mission,  given 
our  capacities  and  limitations.’ " 

Assignment  changed 

By  the  time  the  24  commission  members 
were  selected,  however,  the  group’s  focus 
appeared  to  have  been  changed  by  a  joint 
committee  of  bishops  and  General  Council 
on  Ministries  officials,  he  continued. 

"They  asked  the  commission  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  theological  and  biblical  basis  for 
mission,”  Bishop  Colaw  said.  "This  docu¬ 
ment  is  faithful  to  that  mandate.” 

The  diversity  of  the  mission  study 
commission,  intended  to  represent  the 
inclusive  nature  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  resulted  in  some  initial  dis-ease 
among  members  about  the  statement’s 
focus,  the  bishop  added. 

The  theme  of  grace  was  finally  cho¬ 
sen.  he  said,  because  “it’s  not  the  kind  of 
flag  that  gets  people  distressed.  It  moves 
us  toward  a  common  identity.” 

The  proposed  statement  has  been  criti¬ 
cized,  both  by  some  editors  at  the  meet¬ 
ing  and  in  a  recent  magazine  analysis  by 
commission  member  Gerald  Anderson, 


as  being  too  indistinct  to  rally  United 
Methodists  to  a  new  sense  of  urgency 
about  mission. 

Bishop  Colaw  said  the  draft  fulfills  "a 
request  we  had  a  number  of  times— to 
get  a  document  that  ‘sings  and  dances,’ 
that  isn’t  just  dry  prose.” 

He  said  “it  would  be  wonderful"  if  the 
mission  draft,  taken  together  with  a  pro¬ 
posed  theological  statement  coming 
from  a  separate  study  commission, 
sparked  the  General  Conference  dele¬ 


gates  to  engage  in  an  “exciting”  theolog¬ 
ical  debate. 

"I  think  we  need  to  learn  how  to  fight  in 
a  more  productive  way,"  the  bishop  said. 


CLASSIFIED 


COLORADO  CAMP  NEEDS  COOKS'  Geneva  Glen 

Camp  needs  cooks  during  1988  summer  season 
June  M-'Xugusl  13  Volume  cooking  experience 
preferred  A  wonderful  place  to  work  Further  in¬ 
formation  Kenneth  Atkinson.  Geneva  Glen.  PO 
Box  248  Indian  Hills.  CO  80454  (303)  697-4621 


COKES8WTV  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  fCTWORK 


Announcing  an  exciting  new  video  Bible  study 
with  Maxie  Dunnam! 

Among  CSTN’s  introductory  programs  is  a  weekly  Bible  study  led  by 
Maxie  Dunnam,  former  World  Editor  of  Upper  Room .  Airing  February  28 
through  April  24,  1988,  viewers  will  be  able  to  see  and  hear  the  presenta¬ 
tion  on  the  Gospel  of  Mark  and  call  Dr.  Dunnam  live  with  questions  about 
the  study.  The  weekly  study  will  be  broadcasted  on  Sunday  evenings  from 
7:00  p.m.  until  8:00  p.m.  Eastern  time. 

This  9-week  correspondence  course  will  require  participants  to  purchase  a 
study  book  and  course  materials,  available  through  Cokesbury.  At  the  end 
of  each  study  session  participants  will  complete  a  test,  to  be  mailed  in  and 
graded.  Each  participant  will  be  sent  a  "Certificate  of  Participation”  upon 
completion  of  the  course. 

To  help  your  church  become  involved  in  this  new  opportunity,  Cokesbury 
has  satellite  dishes  at  very  competitive  prices  with  great  budget  terms. 

For  more  information  about  this  exciting  new  study,  CSTN  or  Cokesbury  satellite 
dishes,  call  toll  free  today  at  1-800-672-1789,  write  your  Cokesbury  Service  Center, 
or  visit  your  local  Cokesbury  store. 


©  Cokesbury 
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Homeless  children  ‘war  victims’ 


Brazilian  Methodists  help  defend  estimated  12  million  youngsters 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— Brazil  is  at 
war  with  its  homeless  children,  according 
to  that  country’s  Methodist  bishops. 

Merchants  and  government  officials 
want  to  get  rid  of  the  street  children,  the 
church  leaders  say.  But  the  church  is 
fighting  on  the  side  of  these  estimated  12 
million  youngsters. 

Four  of  the  seven  members  of  the  "Co- 
iegio  Episcopal  da  Igreja  Metodista, 
Brasil"  (College  of  Bishops  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Brazil)  said  the  church’s 
primary  emphasis  is  ministries  to  wom¬ 
en  and  children,  most  importantly  to 
street  children. 

Bishops  tell  of  problems 

The  four  who  spoke  are  Bishops  Paulo 
Tarso  0.  Lockmann,  Isac  Alberto  Rodri¬ 


gues  Aco,  Adriel  de  Souza  Maia  and  Pau¬ 
lo  Ayres  Mattos. 

The  bishops  described  a  wide  range  of 
economic  problems  facing  the  Brazilian 
church  to  the  20-member  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  the  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  when  that  group  visited  the 
South  American  country  Jan.  26-Feb.  1. 

“The  main  barrier  is  an  institutional 
one,  because  the  police  want  to  get  rid  of 
the  problem  of  street  children  by  using 
force,”  said  Bishop  Maia  of  the  Belo  Ho¬ 
rizonte  Area. 

“We  understand  that  these  children  steal 
and  kill  because  they  live  in  an  aggressive 
society,  in  the  world  of  crime  and  drugs. 
How  can  they  do  anything  else  when  this  is 
the  only  world  that  they  know?" 

Bishop  Maia  said  he  was  aware  that 
some  5-year-old  children  in  Sao  Paulo 


Mud  slides  hit  mission 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil— Heavy  rains  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  state  last  week 
caused  flooding  and  mudslides  that  killed  at  least  161  people  and  left  at 
least  6,000  people  homeless,  reports  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief. 

Damages  included  the  Rochinha  United  Methodist  Church  and  community 
center  (see  UMR,  Feb.  12.) 

In  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  at  least  12  people  were  reported  drowned  or 
pinned  under  houses  in  the  Rochinha  community. 

Rochinha  is  the  largest  “favela”  (hillside  slum)  in  Rio,  with  more  than 
200,000  residents. 

Gary  Bekofske,  UM  relief  committee  executive  for  emergency  response, 
said  $50,000  was  sent  to  officials  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil,  to  be  used 
for  emergency  food,  shelter,  medicines  and  medical  care  for  all  communities 
affected. 

A  new  United  Methodist  Advance  Special,  No.  714515-2,  has  been  designat¬ 
ed  for  this  emergency.  People  who  wish  to  support  this  effort  should  send 
contributions  to  their  annual  conference  treasurer  for  “Brazil  Floods  and 
Mud  Slides.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


the  church  today 


Youth  agency  approves 
$100,000  to  projects 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  National  Youth  Ministry  Organi¬ 
zation  (NYMO)  has  approved  $100,000  in 
funding  for  21  youth  ministry  projects  in 
the  United  States,  Puerto  Rico,  Guam 
and  Mozambique. 

The  funds,  made  available  through  the 
national  portion  of  the  Youth  Service 
Fund,  will  go  to  ministries  of  disciple- 
ship,  evangelism,  peace,  justice  and  out¬ 
reach. 

The  Youth  Service  Fund  is  money  giv¬ 
en  by  youth  and  allocated  for  ministries 
that  both  serve  youth  and  enable  youth  to 
serve.  Of  the  money  contributed,  70  per¬ 
cent  remains  within  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  30  percent  is  sent  to  NYMO  to 
fund  national  projects. 

Publishing  House  develops 
employee  AIDS  policy 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  largest  em¬ 
ployer  among  the  denomination’s  agen¬ 
cies,  has  developed  a  policy  on  AIDS  in 
the  workplace  “to  protect  the  rights  of 
all  our  employees,”  a  top  executive  said. 

Stephen  C.  Tippens,  vice  president  of  hu¬ 
man  resources  at  the  publishing  house, 
headquartered  in  Nashville,  said  although 
no  cases  of  acquired  immune  deficiency  . 
syndrome  (AIDS)  or  AIDS-related  complex 
(ARC)  have  been  reported  among  the  agen¬ 
cy's  1,300  employees,  the  policy  statement 
expresses  “up  front  our  commitment.” 

It  reiterates  medical  evidence  that 
AIDS  or  ARC  is  not  spread  by  casual 
workplace  contact,  and  guarantees  pro¬ 


Eua  Chapel  meals  the  heartbeat  cif  the  A sbury 
Seminary  experience 

Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph. D. 

Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  for  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 

TOLL  FREE 

In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  e—™  «-*  ** 


WILMORE.  KY  40390 


are  fully  involved  in  the  criminal  world, 
making  more  money  as  drug  runners 
than  their  parents  make  in  regular  jobs. 

While  pastors  in  Sao  Paulo  are  doing 
an  admirable  job,  their  work  is  only  a 
small  solution  when  80  percent  of  that 
city’s  14  million  residents  live  in  poverty, 
he  said. 

Plight  impresses  UM  leader 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton  May 
(Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area),  president  of  the 
Advance  Committee,  said  the  ministries 
to  the  street  children  in  Sao  Paulo  will 
be  what  he  most  remembers  about  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Brazil. 

“We  have  encountered  all  this,  and  I 
am  convinced  that  we  will  never  be  the 
same,”  the  bishop  said.  “What  we  have 
seen,  smelled  and  experienced  has  al¬ 
tered  us  for  the  good.” 

The  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil  has 
about  80,000  members.  Last  year  Brazil¬ 
ian  Methodists  had  at  least  120  projects 
receiving  $2.5  million  from  the  United 
Methodist  Advance.  The  total  has  grown 
to  135  projects  approved  for  an  asking  of 
$3  million  for  1988-89. 

Brazil  is  going  through  tough  econom¬ 
ic  times,  according  to  United  Methodist 
mission  personnel  who  have  a  front-row 
view  of  the  misery. 

Wilma  Roberts,  a  veteran  UM  mission¬ 
ary,  said  Brazil  was  buffeted  by  359-per- 
cent  inflation  last  year.  That  resulted  in  80 


percent  of  the  population  becoming  poor, 
housing  becoming  unaffordable,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  increased  homelessness. 

70%  earn  less  than  $50  a  month 

In  Rio  de  Janeiro,  70  percent  of  all 
workers  earn  less  than  the  minimum 
wage  of  $50  a  month,  she  said.  Particu¬ 
larly  distressing,  she  said,  is  that  of  the 
130  million  people  living  in  Brazil,  an  es¬ 
timated  35  million  are  needy  children. 

Bishop  Maia  said  Brazil’s  $180  billion 
external  debt  crisis,  owed  mostly  to  U.S. 
and  European  banks,  also  greatly  affects 
the  church’s  ministry,  and  especially  its 
social  programs. 

The  great  contrast  with  Brazil’s  infla¬ 
tion  and  increased  homelessness  is  that 
the  country  is  ranked  eighth  in  total  eco¬ 
nomic  product  and  it  exports  a  huge  por¬ 
tion  of  the  world’s  minerals. 

“Our  country  is  a  great  exporter  of 
products  to  the  United  States,”  said  Bish¬ 
op  Maia,  "but  we  are  also  the  greatest 
exporters  of  money.  We  feel  this  in  hous¬ 
ing  and  social  programs  for  our  people. 

“We  do  not  want  to  say  that  the  North 
(America)  is  to  blame  for  all  that  has 
happened  to  our  country.  We  have  to  re¬ 
member  that  there  are  many  people 
here  in  the  South  that  are  to  blame  for 
what  has  happened  to  our  country.” 

Ms.  Roberts  said  Rio  de  Janeiro  report¬ 
edly  has  more  millionaires  per  square 
mile  than  any  other  city  in  the  world. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

BELO  HORIZONTE,  Brazil— In  a  community  of  great  poverty  and  high 
crime,  a  child  plays  outside  of  her  one-room  home  in  Brazil.  Nearby  is  the 
Isabel  Veiga  Pinto  Day  Care  Center,  a  United  Methodist-supported  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  project  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil,  providing  spiritual 
development,  medical  care  and  meals  for  children  under  three  years. 


Liberation  theology 

Brazilian  bishops  explain  congregations’  views  of  God’s  plan 


tection  of  employment  and  privacy  of 
employees  with  the  disease.  The  policy 
generally  would  allow  employees  with 
AIDS  to  take  disability  leave  if  they  are 
“unable  to  perform  their  normal  job  du¬ 
ties  because  of  their  illness.” 

Church’s  agencies  asked 
to  boycott  Shell  Oil 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Two  program 
boards  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
will  be  asked  at  their  upcoming  meetings 
to  join  the  international  boycott  of  Shell 
Oil  Co  products. 

Members  of  the  denomination’s  Panel 
on  International  Affairs  asked  the 
boards  of  Church  and  Society  and  Global 
Ministries  to  join  with  labor  unions, 
church  and  civil  rights  groups,  and  wom¬ 
en’s  organizations  in  boycotting  Shell  as 
the  major  supplier  of  oil  to  South  Afri¬ 
ca’s  apartheid  government. 

Church  and  Society  meets  Feb.  18-21; 
Global  Ministries.  March  18-25.  The  pan¬ 
el  is  composed  of  directors  and  staff  of 
the  two  boards  who  are  engaged  in  inter¬ 
national  issues. 

United  Methodists  credited 
with  starting  over  1,200  schools 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodists  have 
started  more  than  1,200  schools,  colleges 
and  universities  in  the  United  States 
since  1784,  accordingg  to  figures  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Of  that  number,  128  are  still  directly 
related  to  the  denomination,  including  90 
universities  and  four-year  schools,  ac¬ 
cording  to  agency  figures. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO— In  Brazil,  accord¬ 
ing  to  that  country’s  Methodist  leaders, 
the  most  misunderstood  of  the  church’s 
congregations  are  those  which  seek  to 
practice  what  they  understand  as  “liber¬ 
ation  theology." 

Based  on  talks  with  Brazilian  bishops 
about  those  congregations,  United  Meth¬ 
odists  serving  on  the  denomination’s  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  said  they  returned 
from  a  recent  trip  to  Brazil  with  a  differ¬ 
ent  insight  into  liberation  theology. 

Brazilian  Bishop  Adriel  de  Souza  Maia 
(Belo  Horizonte  Area)  told  the  United 
Methodists  that  liberation  theology  is  not 
a  Marxist  theory  of  revolution  but  “God’s 
plan  to  liberate  everyone  who  is  a  slave. 

“Liberation  theology  is  using  the  phi¬ 
losophy  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage:  the 
balance  between  acts  of  piety  and  acts  of 
mercy  ...  a  sensitivity  to  the  needs  of 
the  people  of- God  and  indignation  at  irr- 

‘ Friday  school 9 
hits  age  25 
going  strong 

By  PERRY  WHITE 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— The  well-known 
saying,  “Thank  God  it’s  Friday,”  takes 
on  new  meaning  each  week  at  St.  Luke's 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Instead  of  signaling  the  end  of  a  work 
week,  Fridays  are  a  time  of  renewal  at 
the  church’s  School  of  Continuing  Educa¬ 
tion,  where  600  adults  are  enrolled  in  50 
classes  ranging  from  American  history 
to  automobile  repair. 

"Friday  School,”  as  it  is  affectionately 
known,  is  in  its  25th  year.  It  was  founded 
through  the  inspiration  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Shackleford,  then  associate  pastor  at  St. 
Luke’s.  Its  outreach  across  and  outside 
denominational  lines  eases  the  boredom 
and  loneliness  many  retirees  face,  mak¬ 
ing  it  a  model  for  similar  programs  in 
other  churches. 

“People  really  look  forward  to  ‘Friday 
School,’  ”  says  George  Shepherd,  St  Luke’s 
program  minister.  “It  helps  keep  them 
young  and  develops  new  friendships.” 

Teachers  volunteer  their  time,  Mr. 
Shepherd  said.  For  $10  tuition,  any  stu¬ 
dent  may  attend  any  class.  Enrollment 
has  varied  from  about  500  to  more  than 
1,200.  Students  of  all  ages  attend. 

“Most  semesters  there  is  at  least  one  stu¬ 
dent  older  than  100,”  Mr.  Shepherd  said. 

School  dean  Zelma  Abell  said  most 
classes  begin  at  9  a.m.  Fridays  and  end 
by  noon  for  lunch  and  entertainment. 

A  program  called  Town  Hall,  featur¬ 
ing  guest  speakers,  begins  at  1  p.m. 
Speakers  have  included  United  Methodist 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt;  the  mayor  of 
Oklahoma  City;  and  the  director  of  the 
Oklahoma  City  Zoo. 

Another  session  of  classes  runs  from  2 
to  4  p.m. 

History  courses  are  among  the  most 
popular.  Mr.  Shepherd  said.  Other  favor¬ 
ites  include  creative  writing,  opera, 
French,  Spanish,  photography,  quilting, 
calligraphy,  landscaping,  music  theory, 
painting,  bridge  and  golf. 

Special  services  offered  to  students  in¬ 
clude  blood-pressure  checks,  defensive 
driving  classes  and  training  for  income 
tax  preparation,  Mr.  Shepherd  added.  He 
said  the  school,  one  of  the  first  of  its  kind, 
has  drawn  interest  from  far  corners. 

"Three  or  four  times  a  year  people 
come  to  learn  about  the  program  for 
their  church,"  he  said.  "One  came  from 
Australia.” 

Mr.  Shepherd  said  St.  Luke’s  views  the 
program  as  a  way  to  show  a  caring  con¬ 
cern  for  the  community,  offering  adults 
a  chance  to  have  fun  while  learning. 

This  article  is  based  on  one  published 
originally  in  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
"Contact"  edition  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter.  Mr  White  is  a  freelance 
writer  in  Oklahoma  City. 


justice,"  the  bishop  said. 

“We  say,  How  many  children  are  dy¬ 
ing  in  this  country?  What  is  this  society 
doing  about  the  12  million  abandoned 
children  in  Brazil?’  ”  said  Bishop  Maia. 

Bishop  Paulo  Ayres  Mattos  of  the  Re¬ 
cife  Area  said,  “When  the  subject  of  lib¬ 
eration  theology  is  mentioned,  it  seems 
like  it  always  involves  conflict. 

“But  liberation  theology  is  based  on 
the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  is  also  based  on 
conflict.” 

He  said,  "Unity  requires  conflict.  The 
central  sign  of  conflict  is  the  cross.  The¬ 
ology  begins  when  life  today  meets  life 
in  the  Bible.” 

The  Rev.  Arturo  M.  Fernandez,  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  district  superintendent 
from  Fresno,  Calif.,  said  he  found  “a 
striking  resemblance  to  early  Method¬ 
ism  and  its  passion  for  scriptural  holi¬ 
ness  and  social  justice”  in  the  liberation 
theology  practiced  by  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Brazil. 


The  Rev.  William  Franklin  Summer- 
our  of  Edmonds,  Wash.,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  he  had  a  better  understanding  of 
“liberation  theology”  as  a  result  of  the 
trip  to  Brazil. 

“I  came  to  understand  that  there  are 
different  ‘strains’  of  liberation  theol¬ 
ogy,”  Dr.  Summerour  said. 

"Methodists  in  Brazil  are  dealing  with 
more  justice  issues  than  we  are.  Now  I 
understand  what  they  mean  when  they 
say  salvation  is  liberation.’  ” 

Another  Advance  Committee  member, 
the  Rev.  Bonner  E.  Teeter  of  Oklahoma 
City,  said  he  had  heard  about  liberation 
theology  in  visits  to  other  countries. 

But  he  told  the  Reporter  “visiting  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Brazil  made  it  more 
real  to  me. 

"A  lot  of  people  think  it  means  rising 
up  with  arms  against  the  government, 
but  that's  not  what  they’re  talking 
about.”  he  said. 


“I  understand  liberation  theology  to  be 
the  church  working  for  the  down  and  out, 
the  underprivileged.  It’s  not  the  violent 
type  of  ideology  that  some  people  hear 
about.” 

Mr.  Teeter  said  he  was  not  upset  when 
the  Brazilian  Methodists  said  there  is  a 
division  between  people  in  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  South  America. 

“We’ve  heard  those  comments  many 
times  from  Methodists  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,"  Mr.  Teeter  said.  “It’s  not  first 
world,  second  world,  or  third  world.  It’s 
North  and  Sbuth.  The  North,  in  its  indus¬ 
trialism,  has  colonized  South  America,  in 
a  sense. 

“For  example,  I  noticed  that  the  Ger¬ 
man  car  industry,  employing  people  in 
Belo  Horizonte,  Brazil,  is  making  a  big 
profit  on  cars  and  sending  them  all  over 
the  world,  yet  the  people  in  Brazil  are 
making  poor  wages.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OKLAHOMA  CONFERENCE  CONTACT 

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  Okla.— Peter  Onema  (right),  an  Oklahoma  City  University  student  from  Zaire,  teaches 
French  to,  from  left,  Naomi  Casey,  Eldean  De  Sha  and  Bette  Dansereau.  Their  class  is  part  of  “Friday  school” 
sponsored  for  25  years  by  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church. 


Mission  strategy  agency 
locates  poorest  counties 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  new  survey  of  the  25 
poorest  counties  in  the  United  States 
shows  them  clustered  in  South  Dakota’s 
Native  American  reservations,  the  Tex- 
as-Mexico  border,  Appalachia  and  the 
Mississippi  River  Delta. 

The  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  did 
the  study  to  provide  data  on  which  to 
base  strategies  for  program  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  Rev.  Douglas  W.  Johnson,  research 
director,  supervised  six  researchers  who 
visited  22  of  the  25  poorest  counties. 


Per  capita  income  in  1986,  projected  by 
the  National  Planning  Data  Corporation, 
was  the  primary  indicator  of  poverty. 

Nine  of  the  25  counties  were  in  South 
Dakota;  three  each  in  Texas  and  Ken¬ 
tucky;  two  in  Mississippi  and  one  each  in 
Tennessee,  Colorado,  North  Dakota, 
Utah,  Montana,  Arkansas,  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona. 

It  was  reported  that  county  leaders 
were  content  to  keep  things  as  they 
were,  and  churches,  especially  in  Native 
American  areas,  were  failing  to  heal 
breaches  between  majority  and  minority 
populations. 


TV  to  feature  homeless  ministries 


NEW  YORK-United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  ministry  to  the  homeless  is  featured 
in  the  lead  program  of  an  NBC  television 
series  produced  by  the  Interfaith  Broad¬ 
casting  Commission. 

The  first  of  the  four-program  series, 
"The  Promise  of  America,”  is  scheduled 
to  air  Sunday,  Feb.  28,  at  1  p.m.  (EST). 

United  Methodist  churches  participat¬ 
ing  featured  are  Elmwood,  St.  Stephen’s, 
and  Highland  Park  UMC,  all  in  Dallas. 
These  churches  are  among  40  from  some 


seven  denominations  supporting  the 
four-year-old  ministry. 

The  series,  narrated  by  Edwin  New¬ 
man,  also  features  ministries  in  New 
York  City,  Cincinnati,  and  Covington,  Ky. 

Other  programs  in  the  series  are: 
March  27,  "Beyond  the  Dream:  Immi¬ 
grants  in  America;  April  17,  “The  First 
Freedom”  (Religious  Liberty);  and  May 
15,  "Covenant:  People  of  the  Living 
Law”  (American  and  Jewish  Law). 


FREE! 


How 

do  we  share 
spiritual  values  with  our 
children? 

Here  are  two  attractive 
booklets  offering  suggestions 
to  help  you  answer  this  vital 
question: 

■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
CHILDREN 

■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
PRAYING  FAMILY 


FREE!  No  obligation. 

Write  to:  Dept  32-  la.  The  Upper  Room, 
Box  189.  Nashville,  TN  37202-0189 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Ben  Oliphint.  bishop  # 

Harvey  G  Williamson,  council  director-editor  PfiltlOIl 

Kim  Dent,  editorial  assistant 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd 
Baton  Rouge,  LA-  70802 


FEBRUARY  26,  1988 


Junior  Highs 


Summer  Camping  Schedules  Set 


On  3 he  Way 


TUCKED  AWAY  —  Caney  Conference  Centre  is  located  on  Caney  Lake  and  is  on  the  edge  of  Kisatchie  National  Forest  near 
Minden.  This  site  offers  plenty  of  camping  experiences. 


utilized  for  Junior  High  camps  this  sum¬ 
mer.  Camp  Istrouma  will  offer  two  op¬ 
portunities  for  junior  high  youth.  Both 
are  open  to  youth  currently  in  grades  6-7. 
The  first  week  will  be  June  20-24  and 
will  be  directed  by  Hev.  Tom  Howe,  min¬ 
ister  of  First  UMC  in  Thibodaux.  The 
second  offering  will  be  August  1-5  and 
will  be  directed  by  Rev.  Weldon  Barres, 
associate  minister  at  Asbury  UMC  in  La¬ 
fayette  and  Rev.  Mark  Martin,  minister 
of  Walker  UMC. 

The  Lake  Charles  district  event  for  ju¬ 
nior  high  youth  will  be  July  25-29.  It  is 
open  to  youth  currently  in  grades  6-8  and 
will  be  directed  by  Dr.  Spiller  Milton, 
pastor  of  First  UMC  in  Crowley. 

Caney  Conference  Centre  will  have 
three  opportunities  for  junior  highs.  The 
Youth  Choir  Camp,  June  17-24,  is  open  to 
all  junior  and  senior  high  youth.  Rev. 
Jack  O’Dell,  minister  of  Faith  UMC  in 
West  Monroe,  will  be  the  director  and  the 
camp  is  limited  to  40  youth.  They  will 
gather  at  Caney  to  rehearse  the  musical 
Godspell,”  and  then  travel  through  the 
state  giving  performances  on  June  21-23. 

On  June  27- July  1,  Rev.  Larry  Miller, 
pastor  of  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston  and  Rev. 
Hulen  Warren,  pastor  of  St.  Stephen’s 
UMC  in  Bossier  City,  will  direct  a  camp 
for  youth  currently  in  grades  6-8.  The  fi¬ 
nal  junior  high  opportunity,  also  for 
youth  in  grades  6-8,  will  be  July  18-22.  It 
will  be  directed  by  Mr.  Ron  Witler  and 
Ms.  Sheila  Berry  from  First  UMC  in 
Shreveport. 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  any  of  these  camps,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  director  or  the  camp  site. 

—  Lake  Charles  District  Office 
816  Kirkman  Street 

Lake  Charles,  LA.  70601 

—  Caney  Conference  Centre 
P.O  Box  707 

Minden,  LA.  71055 

—  Camp  Istrouma 
P.O.  Box  333 

PrnnmirQll  QnrintTC  I  A  707HQ 


Harold  Kushner,  who  wrote  When  Bad  Things  Happen  to  Good  People,  has 
written  a  wonderful  new  book  called  When  All  You’ve  Ever  Wanted  Isn’t 
Enough  In  one  chapter  he  tells  of  Jean  Piaget,  a  Swiss  psychologist,  who  has 
done  research  on  how  children  grow  mentally  in  understanding  moral  con¬ 
cepts. 

In  dealing  with  children’s  development  of  the  concepts  of  right  and  wrong. 
Piaget  went  to  playgrounds  in  Geneva  and  asked  three  questions:  “How  old  are 
you?  How  do  you  play  marbles?  How  do  you  know  that  is  the  way  to  play?”  He 
discovered  three  stages  in  the  growth  of  a  child’s  sense  of  authority. 

The  first  stage  was  that  of  simple  obedience:  rules  were  rules  to  be  accepted 
and  obeyed.  A  second  stage  questioned  all  the  rules,  sometimes  inventing  their 
own  and  making  the  game  not  fun  anymore.  The  third  stage  began  to  see  that 
rules  were  made  by  people  like  themselves  and  needed  to  be  made  fair  for  all. 

Kushner  uses  this  scheme  to  show  the  ways  we  understand  God.  Some  people 
picture  God  as  an  absolute  ruler,  rewarding  us  for  obedience  and  punishing  us 
for  unfaithfulness.  Like  Piaget’s  marble  shooters,  people  grow  from  being 
docile,  obedient  children,  through  an  adolescent  stage  of  rebellion,  into  fully 
developed  adults  having  a  voice  in  setting  the  rules  by  which  they  live. 

Children  are  cute,  but  there  is  nothing  attractive  about  an  adult  who  does  not 
outgrow  childish  thoughts  and  patterns.  “For  responsible  adults,"  Kushner 
says,  “God  is  not  the  authority  telling  them  what  to  do.  God  is  the  divine  power 
urging  them  to  grow,  to  reach,  to  dare.” 

Great  religion  always  calls  us  to  be  who  we  are  at  our  best! 


March  Conference  Calendar 

Special  Evangelistic  Services  in  Every  Local  Church 

I- 3  Centenary  College  Study  Week 

3- 6  Cursillo  No.  10.  Tall  Timbers 

4  UMW  World  Day  of  Prayer 

4- 5  Christian  Education  Workshop  with  Don  Griggs,  Noel  Church,  Shreveport 

8  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

9-11  Cabinet  Retreat 

10  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 
10  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  Executive  Committee, 
Dallas.  Texas 

II- 12  Church  Women  United  Assembly 

_12- Committee  on  Conference  Rules.  First  Church.  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

12  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Pineville 

13  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

17  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Board  of  Laity  Banquet,  University  Church, 
Baton  Rouge,  7:00  p.m. 

18  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 


Editor’s  Note:  This  is  the  second  in  a 
series  of  three  articles  on  the  camps  of¬ 
fered  for  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Youth  and  Children. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  privi¬ 
leged  to  have  three  outstanding  but  very 
different  camp  sites.  The  uniqueness  of 
the  sites  helps  to  shape  the  character  of 
the  camping  opportunities  within  the 
Conference. 

The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Lake  Charles  and  Alexan¬ 
dria  districts,  is  located  at  LeBlanc, 
Louisiana.  It  is  the  most  modern  of  the 
three  sites  with  five  comfortable  cabins, 
housing  92  persons.  There  is  adequate 


open  space  for  games  and  a  sport  court 
as  well  as  a  pool  for  swimming.  There  is 
an  abundance  of  open  space  for  activi¬ 
ties  and  Big  Cane  Creek  runs  through  the 
120  acres  of  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center. 

Caney  Conference  Centre,  near  Min¬ 
den,  Louisiana,  has  the  largest  capacity 
of  the  camps  within  the  state.  It  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  Monroe,  Ruston  and 
Shreveport  districts.  Caney  consists  of  17 
cabins  each  with  the  capacity  for  10  per¬ 
sons.  It  is  located  on  Caney  Lake  where 
swimming  is  available.  The  property 
boundary  for  Caney  Centre  is  the  small¬ 
est  of  the  three  camps,  but  it  is  adjacent 
to  the  Kisatchie  National  Forest  which 


provides  plenty  of  area  for  exploration 
in  the  woods. 

Camp  Istrouma  is  located  near  Green- 
well  Springs,  La.,  and  is  the  largest  camp 
in  area.  The  167  acres  are  supported  by 
the  Baton  Rouge-Hammond,  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
and  New  Orleans-Houma  districts.  The 
Sandy  Creek  runs  through  the  camp,  sep¬ 
arating  the  living  area  from  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  Camp  Istrouma  consists  of  two 
cabins  with  four  rooms  per  cabin.  The  to¬ 
tal  capacity  is  80  persons.  The  camp  has 
a  swimming  pool  and  space  for  recrea¬ 
tion. 

The  facilities  at  all  three  sites  will  be 


First  UM  Church  of  Houma  Hosts 


On  Sunday,  January  24,  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Houma,  Louisiana 
held  its  ninth  annual  Ecumenical  Song- 
fest  in  celebration  of  the  “Week  of 
Prayer  for  Christian  Unity.”  Hosting  the 
songfest  were  co-pastors  Rev.  John  Winn 
and  Rev.  Carole  Cotton-Winn. 

Performing  at  the  songfest  were 
choirs  from  Mulberry  Baptist  Church,  St. 
Bernadette  Catholic  Church,  and  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Also  adding 
joyful  music  were  the  Les  Amis  de  Chan¬ 
son  singers  and  the  renowned  Dusen- 
berry  Family  Singers,  a  favorite  of  the 
people  of  Houma.  Of  special  enjoyment 


were  solos  by  Bishop  Warren  Boudreaux 
of  the  Houma-Thibodaux  Diocese  and 
Mrs.  Dianne  Nixon  of  the  New  Rising 
Sun  Baptist  Church  of  Houma.  Bishop 
Boudreaux  has  been  an  inspiration  each 
year  at  the  songfest  with  his  message  of 
unity  and  a  song  sung  with  a  feeling  of 
love  in  his  heart  for  all. 

Prior  to  and  following  the  perfor¬ 
mances  was  an  arts  and  crafts  display  by 
local  artists. 

All  present  at  the  songfest  felt  a 
strong  unity  as  a  Christian  community. 
This  event  always  brings  us  closer  to¬ 
gether  in  prayer,  song,  and  fellowship. 


In  Memoriam 


Rev.  William  Dewitt  Milton,  retired 
minister  of  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
died  on  February  10,  1988.  He  was  87. 
Rev.  Milton  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs. 


Mamie  D.  Milton.  One  of  his  sons  is  a 
minister  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 
Rev.  Spiller  Milton,  pastor  at  First 
Church  in  Crowley. 


SPECIAL  SINGING  —  Co-pastors  Carole  Cotton-Winn,  left,  and  John  Winn,  right, 
were  the  hosts  in  Houma  of  an  Ecumenical  Songfest.  Pictured  in  the  center  is  Bish¬ 
op  Warren  Boudreaux,  also  of  Houma,  who  sang  a  special  solo. 


Around  the  Conference 


BIG  BANQUET  —  The  Shreveport  District  recently  had  their  Laity  Banquet  at 
Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church.  Approximately  268  pastors  and  lay  people  at¬ 
tended.  Pictured  are  some  of  those  in  attendance,  from  1.  to  r.,  Shreveport  District 
lay  leader.  Judge  Carl  E.  Stewart;  guest  speaker  Tom  Matheny;  Dr.  W.  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons,  District  Superintendent,  Lakeview  UMC  lay  leader,  Charles  C.  Keller;  and 
Rev.  Douglas  Cain,  pastor  at  Lakeview. 


SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  —  Mrs.  Louise  B.  McRay,  left,  and  Mrs.  William  R. 
London  Sr.  were  honored  at  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  with  a  service  of  Spe¬ 
cial  Recognition  and  Dedication  for  their  years  of  preparing  the  table  for  Holy  Com¬ 
munion.  Mrs.  McRay  has  been  doing  this  for  40  years  and  Mrs.  London,  for  30  years. 
Eight  new  women  were  consecrated  for  the  duty  as  Communion  Stewards.  Pictured 
in  the  middle  is  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher. 


GETTING  IT  TOGETHER  —  Members  of  the  General  and  Jurisdictional  dele¬ 
gates  met  recently  in  Bunkie  for  a  working  and  organizational  meeting. 


SMU  Board  Invites  Trustee  Nominations 


DALLAS— Southern  Methodist  Univer¬ 
sity’s  Board  of  Trustees  approved  in¬ 
creases  in  undergraduate  tuition  and 
board  and  room  costs  but  also  approved 
financial  aid  packages  to  attract  minor¬ 
ities  and  students  from  middle-income 
families,  said  SMU  President  A.  Kenneth 
Pye  last  week. 

The  8  percent  tuition  hike  and  2.5  per¬ 
cent  increase  in  board  and  room  costs 
are  not  expected  to  cause  a  drop  in  en¬ 
rollment  figures,  the  SMU  official  said. 

“We  are  not  competing  for  students 
with  state  universities,”  he  emphasized. 


“We  are  competing  with  some  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  top  private  universities. 

“The  cost  of  SMU  will  remain  signifi¬ 
cantly  lower  than  the  schools  with  which 
we  compete  outside  of  Texas.” 

Dr.  Pye  said  no  student  who  qualifies 
for  admission  will  be  turned  away  be¬ 
cause  of  financial  need.  More  than  50 
percent  of  SMU  students  receive  some 
form  of  financial  aid,  he  said. 

Southern  Methodist  University  is 
owned  by  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


10:00  a.m. 

18-19  General  Board  of  Discipleship  Regional  Covenant  Meeting,  Oklahoma 
18-20  Conference  Senior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden 

21  Spring  Interviews  for  Local  Pastors/ Associate  Members,  Trinity  Church, 
Ruston 

22  Spring  Interviews  for  Local  Pastors /Associate  Members,  Asbury  Church.  La¬ 
fayette 

23  Spring  Interviews  for  Local  Pastors /Associate  Members,  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge 

25  “  All  Pre-Conference  Reports  Due  in  Conference  Office 

28-30  Cabinet  Meeting.  Headquarters  Building 


New  Ministry  Video  Now  Available 


A  new  video  has  been  secured  by  the 
Conference  Resource  Center  entitled 
“No  Longer  Strangers.”  It  presents  the 
story  of  one  ministry  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  supported  by  the  World  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund. 

World  Service  is  the  basic  benevolence 
fund  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  It 
provides  resources  for  the  entire  denom¬ 
ination  and  offers  support  for  the  world¬ 
wide  mission  of  the  church.  It  undergirds 
the  world  of  the  general  agencies  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Through  World  Service  support,  minis¬ 
tries  of  communication,  education, 
health  care,  missions  and  social  witness 
are  conducted  by  our  denomination.  The 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  is  carried  to  the 
farthest  areas  of  the  world,  and  mission 
is  carried  out  at  home  and  around  the 
globe.  These  ministries  are  possible  be¬ 
cause  year  after  year  United  Methodist 
Churches  pay  their  World  Service  appor¬ 
tionment. 


World  Service  makes  it  possible  for 
the  church’s  witness  to  be  seen  and  heard 
in  places  where  most  individuals  could 
not  go  and  in  ministries  which  most  local 
churches  could  not  support  alone.  Your 
church’s  payment  of  the  World  Service 
apportionment  is  essential  to  the  ongoing 
ministries  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“No  Longer  Strangers”  is  designed  for 
use  in  various  gatherings  of  the  local 
church,  regardless  of  congregational 
size.  It  may  be  used  during  a  meeting  of 
the  Administrative  Board /Council,  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  Finance  Committee 
Meeting,  Adult  or  Youth  Sunday  School 
classes,  United  Methodist  Men  and  Wom¬ 
en’s  gatherings  or  possibly  for  a  church 
family  night  activity. 

This  video  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Conference  Resource  Center.  Please  call 
Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346-1646  or  write 
to  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
La.  70802. 


Raising  Money 


There  will  be  a  workshop  to  train 
church  leadership  in  fund  raising  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  more  effective  local  church 
budget  campaigns.  The  workshop  will  be 
held  Friday,  April  8,  beginning  with  din¬ 
ner  at  6:30  p.m.  and  will  continue  Satur¬ 
day,  April  9,  from  8  a.m.  until  noon. 

The  workshop,  which  will  be  held  at 
Ramada  Hotel,  1480  Nicholson  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  is  open  to  pastors  and  laity 
from  churches  of  500  members  and  up. 
Each  participating  church  must  send  a 
pastor  and  at  least  one  lay  person;  a 
team  of  up  to  six  lay  persons  would  be 
desirable. 

Leadership  will  be  provided  by  the 
staff  of  the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service,  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 


SCHEDULE: 

Friday,  April  8:  5:30  p.m.  — 

Registration;  6:30  p.m.  —  Dinner; 

7:30  to  9  p.m.  —  Basic  Principles  of 
Fund  Raising. 

Saturday,  April  9:  8  a.m.  —  Continental 
Breakfast,  8:30  a.m.  Workshop 
Sessions:  1.  Plan  and  Communicate; 

2.  Campaign  and  Continuation  (Each 
participating  church  should  have 
persons  in  both  workshops.);  11:30 
a.m.  —  Wrap-up  Session. 

Room  rates  are  $33  whether  one  or 
four  people  occupy  a  room.  The  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  $25  and  includes  dinner  and 
continental  breakfast.  Please  make 
check  payable  to  Louisiana  Conference 
and  mail  along  with  your  $25  fee  to  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 


Genealogical  Workshop  Set 


On  Saturday,  February  27,  the  Daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  American  Revolution  will 
sponsor  a  workshop  on  the  use  of  church 
cemetery  records  for  genealogical  re¬ 
search.  The  seminar  will  be  held  at  the 
Louisiana  State  Archives  at  3851  Essen 


Lane  in  Baton  Rouge  from  9  a.m.  to  noon 
for  clergy  and  laity  alike.  There  is  no  ad¬ 
mission  charge  and  no  pre-registration  is 
required.  j 

For  additional  information  please  call 
the  State  Archives  at  (504)  922-1200. 
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Editorial 

‘Healthy  fighting’:  A  potent  witness 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  FEBRUARY  26,  1988 

Here  I  Stand 

We  need  change  of  heart  toward  rural  churches 


"I  think  we  need  to  learn  how  to  fight 
in  a  more  productive  way." 

Those  words  sound  surprising  coming 
from  the  lips  of  a  bishop  of  the  church. 
They  are  particularly  surprising  if  you 
believe,  as  many  Christians  do,  that  con¬ 
flict  within  the  churph  ts inherently  at 
odds  with  a  Christian  outlook. 

However,  that  remark  by  Bishop  Em¬ 
erson  Colaw  of  Minneapolis.  Minn.,  has  a 
validity  far  beyond  its  original  context. 

Bishop  Colaw  was  stating  his  hope  that 
two  United  Methodist  study  documents— 
one  on  the  church’s  mission  and  the  other 
on  its  doctrinal  standards— would  spark  a 
"healthy  debate"  at  the  upcoming  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  (see  UMR,  Feb.  19).  He  in¬ 
dicated  that  a  "productive  fight”  on  such 
matters  would  serve  the  church  well. 

We  agree. 

If  documents  having  such  far-reaching 
implications  for  our  church’s  basic  identi¬ 
ty  and  mission  don’t  merit  careful  thought 
and  discussion  by  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates,  we  don’t  know  what  does.  That 
should  include,  if  needed,  a  verbal  “fight” 
to  resolve  conflicting  viewpoints. 

Regrettably,  “healthy  fighting”— the  full, 
loving  and  honest  airing  of  conflict— is  not 
as  common  as  it  should  be  at  any  level  of 
the  church.  Images  such  as  "gentle  Jesus, 
meek  and  mild,"  combined  with  inadequate 
understandings  of  peacemaking  and  recon¬ 
ciliation,  cause  many  Christians  to  view 
conflict  as  contrary  to  God’s  will. 

That  view  is  as  heretical  as  it  is  com¬ 
mon.  The  biblical  account  of  God’s  rela¬ 
tionship  with  Israel  is  filled  with 
conflict,  much  of  it  arising  from  God’s 
displeasure  with  human  sin.  New  Testa¬ 
ment  portraits  of  the  early  church  in¬ 
clude  numerous  accounts  of  conflict 
rooted  in  the  imperfection  of  members 
of  the  Body  of  Christ. 

The  resulting  insight  is  clear:  In  an 
environment  of  imperfection  and  incom¬ 


plete  knowledge,  some  disagreement  in 
the  church  is  inevitable.  The  key  for 
Christians  is  to  show  sufficient  love,  tol¬ 
erance  and  forgiveness  for  each  other 
that  the  clash  of  differing  viewpoints 
helps  enrich  and  build  up  the  Body  of 
Christ  rather  than  tearing  it  down. 

Unfortunately,  conflict  in  the  church 
often  is  unhealthy— that  is,  neither  en¬ 
riching  nor  upbuilding.  At  one  extreme 
are  those  who  would  avoid  or  deny  the 
reality  of  conflict  altogether,  thereby 
losing  the  benefit  of  alternative  view¬ 
points  and  insights  from  which  to  choose. 
Such  people  would  prefer  that  the  Re¬ 
porter  never  report  about  controversies 
in  the  church  or  publish  dissenting  views 
in  "Letters  to  the  Editor." 

At  the  other  extreme  are  those  who 
welcome  conflict  for  the  wrong  reason: 
as  an  occasion  to  prove  the  “superiority” 
of  their  position  at  someone  else’s  ex¬ 
pense.  Such  a  "win-lose"  attitude  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 

By  contrast  with  both  extremes,  all 
parties  "win"  when  we  share  our  convic¬ 
tions  openly  and  lovingly,  with  the  goal 
of  using  productive  conflict  both  to  teach 
and  to  learn  from  one  another.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  many  Christians  are  discovering 
that  this  means  of  dealing  with  conflict 
promotes  deeper  bonds  of  understanding 
and  a  broader  vision  of  God’s  will. 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  guided  in 
all  our  relationships  by  the  biblical  vi¬ 
sion  of  reconciliation  and  peace— with 
God,  with  others,  and  with  ourselves.  We 
should  resist,  however,  cries  of  "peace, 
peace”  when  conflict  exists,  and  we 
should  shun  efforts  to  misuse  conflict  for 
illegitimate  ends. 

Instead,  we  should  accept  and  actively 
promote  “healthy  fighting”  as  a  potent 
witness  to  the  way  even  imperfect  earth¬ 
en  vessels  like  us  can  be  used  to  advance 
God’s  Kingdom. 


By  JUNE  HART 

When  my  husband  and  I  were  in  the 
Peace  Corps  in  the  back  country  of 
northeast  Brazil  the  villagers  expressed 
their  relationship  to 
their  government 
this  way,  “Nos  noa 
somos  gente,  nao.” 

(We  aren’t  even  peo¬ 
ple.) 

They  felt  com¬ 
pletely  abandoned, 
not  worthy  of  notice 
as  human  beings  by  June  Hart 
those  in  power.  The  congregation  in  our 
rural  United  Methodist  church  some¬ 
times  has  the  same  sense  of  abandon¬ 
ment— a  feeling  that  no  one  at  the  top  of 
our  church’s  hierarchy  knows,  or  cares, 
what  is  happening  to  them. 

Neglect  isn’t  intentional 

Surely  it  is  not  intentional  neglect. 
Perhaps  we  are  simply  the  victims  of  the 
United  Methodist  itinerant  system  which 


seems  to  grow  ever  more  similar  to  the 
secular  world’s  corporate  ladder. 

Preachers  begin  their  calls  to  ministry 
on  the  lowest  rung  of  the  ladder  (the 
small  rural  church).  As  they  become 
more  skilled  they  are  expected  to  ad¬ 
vance  upward— the  highest  goal,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  being  senior  pastor  in  a  large 
suburban  or  city  church  with  a  salary 
and  a  lifestyle  commensurate  with  that 
of  the  wealthy  parishioners. 

The  most  capable  may  become  district 
superintendents  or  even  bishops  before 
retirement.  Others  may  find  themselves 
sliding  down  the  “corporate"  ladder, 
ending  up  in  the  rural  church  again. 

From  the  vantage  point  of  member¬ 
ship  in  a  vibrant,  growing  church  this 
may  not  seem  unjust,  but  the  View  from 
the  lowest  rung  is  disheartening. 

When  my  husband  and  I  came  to  this 
community  12  years  ago  we  joined  the 
local  United  Methodist  church.  Since 
then  there  have  been  nine  pastors.  That’s 
right,  nine  pastors  in  12  years!  We  grew 


fond  of  many  and  respected  all  for  their 
devotion  to  Christ. 

Some  on  way  up,  some  down 

Two  came  directly  to  us  from  other 
faiths.  (It  is  a  strange  sensation,  knowing 
more  about  the  United  Methodist  church 
than  your  pastor  does!)  Most  had  no  sem¬ 
inary  training.  Some  were  on  their  way 
up  the  ladder,  others  had  slid  down. 

Until  three  years  ago  we  were  part  of 
a  three-point  charge,  with  the  preacher 
driving  a  hilly,  winding  45  mile  circuit 
each  Sunday.  Our  last  two  pastors  served 
just  our  congregation,  had  full-time  sec¬ 
ular  jobs  and  lived  in  other  communities. 
Is  it  any  wonder  our  church  is  strug¬ 
gling? 

What  preacher,  no  matter  how  dynam¬ 
ic  can  establish  rapport  with  a  congrega¬ 
tion,  help  formulate  a  program,  and  see 
it  through  to  fulfillment  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  in  two  years  or  less? 

According  to  the  1980  Census  Fact 
Sheet  given  to  me  by  a  Catholic  friend, 


there  are  over  400  avowed  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  our  county  (pop.  8,000).  Yet  the 
combined  attendance  of  the  three  United 
Methodist  churches  seldom  is  over  100. 
And  there  are  a  reported  4,500  un¬ 
churched!  The  field  is  apparently  ripe  for 
harvest. 

Local  Baptist,  Assembly  of  God  and 
Christian  churches,  with  their  energy 
and  purpose,  entice  (not  deliberately) 
United  Methodists.  A  young  mother  who 
grew  up  in  our  church  has  recently  be¬ 
gun  attending  Baptist  services.  She  ex¬ 
claimed,  “I  never  knew  church  could  be 
such  fun!”  Who  can  blame  her  for  want¬ 
ing  to  be  where  the  action  is? 

What  is  the  solution? 

What  is  the  solution?  It  seems  to  me 
there  must  be  a  change  in  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  rural  churches.  Instead  of  bur¬ 
dens  to  be  borne  in  the  world  of  United 
Methodism,  they  should  be  seen  as  excit¬ 
ing  challenges,  in  the  same  light  as  mis¬ 
sion  appointments. 

Perhaps  our  seminarians  should  be  in¬ 
culcated  with  the  desire  to  work  with 
such  a  challenge  at  some  point  in  their 
careers.  Maybe  the  itinerant  system 
should  make  it  mandatory  for  a  preacher 
to  step  off  the  ladder  every  ten  years  and 
take  a  three-five  year  rural  assignment 
with  enthusiasm  and  good  will. 

Maybe  then  there  would  be  a  phenom¬ 
enal  growth  in  rural  United  Methodism 
and  we  ruralists  would  no  longer  feel 
that  “we  aren’t  even  people.” 

"Here  1  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  June  Hart  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Winona  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Winona.  Missouri  (Missouri  East  An¬ 
nual  Conference.) 


Pontius'  Puddle 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Politics  of  the  episcopacy  should  be  reported 


To  the  Editor: 

My  thoughts  turn  to  the  election  in 
July  of  several  new  United  Methodist 
bishops. 

The  politics  of  the  church  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  bishops  are  similar  to  that  of  the 
White  House.  We  all  know  this  is  true. 
We’re  just  not  supposed  to  talk  about  it. 

Yet,  by  reporting  on  the  process  by 
which  bishops  are  elected,  the  church 
press  can  offer  a  clear  model  of  how  the 
“people  called  United  Methodist"  go 
about  the  business  of  elections. 

Elections  of  bishops  are  as  important 
to  the  general  welfare  of  women,  men, 
minorities,  youth,  children,  the  poor  and 
oppressed  of  our  world  as  the  impact  of 
a  nominee  to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

Given  the  urgency  of  our  time  and  tfie 
developing  schism  within  the  church  be¬ 
tween  those  who  hold  power  and  influ¬ 
ence  and  those  compelled  by  the  Gospel 
to  create  their  vision  of  the  Church— 
namely,  people  in  minority  communities 
and  gays  and  lesbians — it  is  essential 
that  we  have  as  much  news  coverage  of 
the  "candidates"  for  the  episcopacy  as 
we  have  for  Supreme  Court  justices.  It  is 
just  that  important! 

I  appreciate  the  quality  of  reporting 
done  at  the  Reporter.  I  am  also  con¬ 
cerned  that  who  we  are  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists  is  vital  to  the  well-being  of  our 
national  and  global  life.  We  have  much 
to  offer  the  21st  century  in  creativity, 
justice  and  global  survival. 

We  need  to  empower  our  people  with 
real  participation  and  information.  In  so 
doing,  we  give  people  a  greater  stake  in 
the  church.  We  have  to  be  participants  in 
the  decision-making  process  in  ways  that 
correlate  with  our  informed  participa¬ 
tion  in  politics  and  other  institutions. 

Carol  A.  Stine 
Norton,  Massachusetts 
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Bishop  astonishes 

To  the  Editor: 

In  connection  with  a  Feb.  1  statement 
to  Congress  calling  for  the  defeat  of  aid  to 
the  Nicaraguan  contras  (see  UMR,  Feb. 
5),  Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  is  reported  to 
have  said,  “Anyone  who  supports  contra 
aid  in  the  current  context  in  the  name  of 
faith  and  patriotism  seriously  misunder¬ 
stands  both  biblical  faith  and  the  great 
documents  of  the  founding  of  our  nation." 

I  find  this  remark  both  astonishing  and 
offensive. 

Let  the  bishop  think  what  he  will, 
there  are  Christians  who  support  aid  to 
the  contras  and  who  do  so  out  of  faith 
and  conscience.  His  moral  certitude  in 
this  matter  is  not  so  much  prophetic  as  it 
is  arrogant  and  I  am  repulsed  by  it. 

He  should  know  that  no  person  of  faith 
has  a  corner  on  the  market  of  religious 
truth— no,  not  even  a  bishop!— and  that 
the  application  of  the  Gospel  to  the  hard 
issues  of  our  time  is  the  business  of  all 
Christians,  conservative  and  liberal  alike. 

George  S.  Rigby,  Jr. 

Hatboro,  Pennsylvania 

Ragtime  gets  bad  review 

To  the  Editor: 

One  cannot  evaluate  the  content  or  ar¬ 
tistic  merit  of  Warren  Danskin’s  "Al- 
dersgate  ’88“  without  having  seen  it  (see 
UMR.  Feb.  12). 

But  the  idea  of  Wesley’s  heartwarming 
experience  being  portrayed  in  the  mood 
of  1890s  ragtime  probably  illustrates  the 
perceptual  and  theological  malaise  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  better  than 
anything  I  have  heard  about  (except,  per¬ 
haps,  Captain  Kangaroo  as  one  of  the 
headliners  for  United  Theological  Semin¬ 
ary’s  Aldersgate  celebration). 

What  better  examples  can  we  find  of 
the  total  accommodation  of  Wesley’s  ex¬ 
perience  of  scriptural  holiness  to  the  pre¬ 
vailing  values  and  perspectives  of  the 
culture? 

M.  Robert  Mulholland,  Jr. 

Wilmore,  Kentucky 

Same  old  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Several  weeks  ago  there  was  an  arti- 
cle  in  your  paper  that  discussed  mem¬ 
bership  for  the  United  Methodist  church 
for  the  year  1987  (see  UMR,  Jan.  15). 

It  was  the  same  old  story:  another 
year  of  decreasing  membership.  Al¬ 


though  it  was  only  .8  percent,  it  still  sig¬ 
nifies  only  one  thing:  someday  the  UMC 
will  no  longer  exist. 

In  this  same  article  it  was  mentioned 
that  for  the  same  year  donations  were 
up.  While  this  statistic  may  be  looked 
upon  as  a  sign  of  hope  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  membership  issue  directly,  I 
believe  it  may  actually  be  contributing 
to  the  decline  of  our  church. 

Perhaps  the  security  of  a  well-stocked 
treasury  has  lulled  our  church  leaders 
into  lethargy.  Why  would  servants  such 
as  bishops  and  district  superintendents 
be  concerned  about  the  future  of  our 
church  when  they  and  the  programs  they 
love  have  no  threat  of  being  in  a  finan¬ 
cial  pinch? 

The  lack  of  contact  between  these 
leaders  and  the  local  church  has  also 
contributed  to  this  situation. 

They  don’t  seem  to  bat  an  eye  when  a 
church  closes  or  may  close,  but  they’ll  be 
at  your  church  doorstep  if  you’re  having 
trouble  paying  your  apportionments. 

Our  church  has  been  on  equitable  sala¬ 
ry.  The  goal  of  this  program  is  not  to 
prevent  the  closure  of  a  church,  but  to 
help  the  church  pay  all  of  its  apportion¬ 
ments. 

Perhaps  our  church  would  be  better 
off  by  keeping  some  of  the  money  for  ap¬ 
portionments  at  the  local  church  where 
it  could  be  spent  locally  on  evangelism 
and  missions.  Then  perhaps  the  church 
would  flourish  and  grow. 

Timothy  J.  Pokrywka 
S.  San  Francisco,  California 

Stay  out  of  political  fight 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  Feb.  5  issue,  an  article  by  Asso¬ 
ciate  Editor  Glen  Larum  reported  that 
United  Methodists  were  asked  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  officials  to 
support  the  Palestinians. 

I  am  greatly  disturbed  by  this  recom¬ 
mendation  from  mission  board  officials. 

The  Palestinians  are  caught  in  this 
struggle  partly  because  they  have  made 
choices  that  have  placed  them  there.  At 
one  point  Jordan  did  refuse  them  refuge, 
but  Israel  offered  to  take  them  in,  the  only 
condition  being  that  they  recognize  the  Is¬ 
raeli  government.  They  refused  to  do  this. 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  there  are  Arab 
leaders  who  still  will  not  use  the  name  of 
Israel.  In  addition,  moderate  Arab-Pales- 
tinians  have  been  murdered  for  speaking 


about  negotiations  with  Israel. 

These  Palestinians  are  being  used  as 
pawns  by  the  Arab  nations.  They  are  be¬ 
ing  used  to  generate  anti-Israel  senti¬ 
ment  and  anti-Semitism. 

Unless  the  history  of  the  area  is  under¬ 
stood,  the  problems  of  today  will  remain 
distorted.  To  pretend  that  Israel  has 
brought  this  on  herself  is  false. 

It  is  also  false  to  pretend  that  she  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  all  the  problems  of  the  Pal¬ 
estinians  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza 
strip.  This  type  of  thought  will  only  in¬ 
tensify  the  hostility  between  Arabs, 
Jews,  and  Christians. 

I  am  greatly  concerned  that  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  (through  its  mission 
board  officials)  has  chosen  to  get  in¬ 
volved  in  what  ishpiore  of  a  political 
struggle  than  humanitarian  issue. 

Susan  G.  Lessoff 
Vernon,  Connecticut 

An  encouraging  article 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  responding  to  the  “Middle- 
roaders"  article  by  Jan  Hayen  in  the 
Jan.  29  issue. 

It  was  so  refreshing  and  encouraging 
to  me  as  a  Christian  and  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  know  that  there  are  others  who 
don’t  look  at  one  side  of  the  whole  and 
say  "this  is  it.” 

I  am  trying  very  hard,  even  in  my  se¬ 
nior  years,  to  understand  the  “true  way.” 
My  Methodist  heritage  has  given  me  good 
direction  so  far,  and  I  plan  to  stick  with  it. 

My  prayers  and  support  are  for  all 
those  who  lead  us  and  try  so  hard  to  en¬ 
rich  our  lives  through  our  faith. 

Wilma  Ferguson 
Granite  Shoals,  Texas 

Plea  for  aid,  leadership 

To  the  Editor: 

I  do  pray  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  leadership  and  lay  members 
could  unite  in  channeling  our  vast  ener¬ 
gies  toward  helping  the  discarded  young 
people  living  on  our  inner  city  streets  in 
this  nation,  and  giving  constructive  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  homeless  and  jobless. 

We  need  leadership  in  how  to  imple¬ 
ment  our  Christian  love  and  I  feel  the  re¬ 
sponse  would  be  fantastic! 

Eleanor  Schneider 
Nokomis,  Illinois 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

3 -year-old  spots  fun,  love  amidst  poverty 


“Tell  me  about  your  trip  to  Brazil, 
Mommy!” 

My  3-year-old  son,  Leonard  II,  is  al¬ 
ways  eager  to  hear 
about  my  travel  as¬ 
signments  for  the 
Reporter.  He  espe¬ 
cially  wanted  to  hear 
about  this  latest  one. 

I  showed  him  pho¬ 
tos  taken  in  Rio  de 
Janeiro  and  Belo  Ho¬ 
rizonte  during  my  re-  Denise  Stovall 
cent  visit  to  eight  projects  that  United 
Methodists  support  through  Advance 
Special  gifts. 

The  children  in  these  cities  attend 
Methodist-run  community  and  day  care 
centers,  just  as  Leonard  does  in  Dallas. 

"In  fact,"  I  told  Leonard,  “I  saw  hun¬ 
dreds  of  little  brown-skinned,  curly 
haired  boys  who  looked  just  like  you!” 

"Hey,”  he  said,  “this  little  boy  has  no 
socks  and  shoes  on.  Do  children  in  Brazil 
wear  any  clothes?” 

I  tried  to  explain  to  Leonard  that  the 
children  I  visited  come  from  very  poor 
families  Most  of  their  parents  earn  only 


about  $50  a  month. 

I  also  told  him  about  “street  children,” 
whose  parents  have  abandoned  them. 

“They  have  no  regular  source  of  food. 
They  have  no  homes,  no  mommies  and 
daddies  to  take  care  of  them,”  I  said. 

My  mind  wandered  to  a  scene  on  the 
streets  of  Rio,  where  shoe-shine  boys 
begged  tourists  to  let  them  clean  shoes 
for  one  "cruzado”  (one  cent  in  Brazilian 
money). 

Then,  I  thought  about  a  scene  in  Belo 
Horizonte,  when  I  was  waiting  for  a  ride 
to  a  mission  project.  I  witnessed  several 
street  children  brutally  beating  a  boy  on 
the  steps  of  a  community  center. 

“Why  is  there  such  a  problem  with  the 
children  in  Brazil?"  members  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Committee  asked  during  trips  to  oth¬ 
er  cities,  such  as  Sao  Paulo  and  Brasilia. 

"The  street  children  are  not  the  root  of 
the  problem;  they  are  the  fruit  of  the  prob¬ 
lem,”  Methodist  Bishop  Isac  Alberto  Ro¬ 
drigues  Aco  told  a  United  Methodist  group 
visiting  the  city  of  Porto  Alegre. 

The  bishop  said  these  children  commit 
crime  and  violence  because  that  is  the 
only  way  of  life  they  know. 


"Mommy!”  said  Leonard,  snapping  me 
back  to  reality.  "If  these  children  don’t 
have  any  clothes  or  toys,"  he  said,  point¬ 
ing  to  a  photo  on  the  table,  "they  must 
have  a  lot  of  toys,  because  they  look  like 
they’re  having  fun  over  there.” 

Leonard  was  right.  I  did  have  a  few 
photos  of  Brazilian  children  who  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  "having  fun." 

Many  of  the  children  enrolled  in  the 
day  care  programs,  community  centers, 
and  orphanages  may  not  receive  love 
and  care  all  the  time  from  parents  or 
family  members. 

But  Brazilian  Methodists  and  our  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  missionaries  who  run  some 
of  those  programs  and  community  cen¬ 
ters  help  fill  that  void. 

I  told  Leonard  there  are  such  people 
working  in  Brazil  to  let  these  children 
know  that,  even  though  they  may  not 
have  an  earthly  “padre”  to  take  care  of 
them,  there  is  a  Father  in  heaven  who 
loves  us  all,  including  them. 

“That’s  good.  Mommy,”  he  said. 

I  agree  with  Leonard.  That  IS  good. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


My  Witness 

Awareness  of  God’s  love, 
UMC  ties  strengthen  family 


fM 

Sue  Vandegrift 


By  SUE  ELLEN  VANDEGRIFT 

As  a  child,  I  was  not  "brought  up”  in  a 
church. 

Occasionally  we  children,  an  older  sis¬ 
ter,  brother,  and  I, 
were  deposited  at  a 
nice  little  Baptist 
church  on  Sunday 
mornings.  Every 
now  and  then  my 
mother  would  attend 
the  worship  service 
with  us.  I  liked  that. 

We  moved  to  an¬ 
other  town  as  I  was  beginning  my  teen 
years.  Church  attenddhce  was  eliminat¬ 
ed  altogether.  It  never  bothered  me  too 
much,  since  I  really  wasn’t  “into” 
church. 

Friends  were  made  soon.  Some,  like 
me,  had  no  church  home.  Some  of  my 
friends  attended  regularly  and  invited 
me  often.  I  liked  that. 

For  many  years  God  was  left  out  of 
my  life.  I  made  lots  of  mistakes  and  did 
things  that  I  wasn’t  proud  of.  But  some¬ 
how,  I  pulled  through. 

I  know  now  that  God  was  never  out  of 
my  life  completely.  His  grace  and  guid¬ 
ance  were  there  all  along. 

When  I  had  two  small  children,  I 
couldn’t  postpone  finding  a  church  home 
any  longer.  I  had  lots  of  encouragement 
from  Him. 

There  were  times  He  made  His  pres¬ 
ence  known.  I’ve  even  felt  the  reassuring 
touch  of  His  hand  on  my  shoulder  as  I 
prayed  and  instantly  I  knew  everything 
was  okay. 

I  also  knew  that  I  wanted  my  children 
to  grow  up  knowing  about  God  and  Jesus. 
I  didn’t  want  them  feeling  “ill  at  ease” 
when  asked  by  an  interested  friend, 
“Where  do  you  attend  church?" 

I’m  sorry  to  say  that  my  husband  and  I 
added  to  the  divorce  statistics  after  over 
10  years  of  marriage.  Later,  I  met  a 
wonderful  man  who  was  a  Christian  with 
strong  beliefs.  Like  me,  he  had  two 
daughters  and  was  a  United  Methodist. 
Another  girl  was  added  to  the  family 
within  a  year. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  a  big 
part  of  our  lives  that  helps  us  maintain  a 
daily  awareness  that  our  Saviour  is  on 
24-hour  call.  Being  a  Christian  household 

The  Wav  to  Learn 


adds  a  cohesiveness  to  our  family  struc¬ 
ture,  a  desirable  element  indeed! 

I  praise  the  Lord  for  staying  by  my 
side,  even  when  I  wouldn’t  acknowledge 
Him.  So  easily,  I  could  have  run  (or 
should  I  say  ruined?)  my  own  life,  or  so  I 
thought.  He  wouldn’t  allow  it. 

Even  though  it  seemed  at  times  that  I 
was  determined  to  live  without  His  help, 
thankfully,  He  was  more  determined. 

With  astonishment  and  gratefulness,  I 
often  hear  myself  saying  with  an  open 
and  willing  heart,  “God,  you  must  have  a 
plan  for  me.”  Then  I  thank  Him  again 
for  His  ongoing  love  and  strength. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  shard 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Sue  Ellen  Vandegrift  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jasper. 
Tx.  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


TEACHERS,  COUNSELORS, 
MINISTERS:  URGENT  NEW 
ISSUES  OF  HEALTH 
AND  MEDICINE  ARE 
UNAVOIDABLE  FOR 
ETHICS  AND  RELIGION 

Increase  your  knowledge  and  sharp¬ 
en  your  understanding  in  our  5-day 
intensive  seminar  with  experts  in  the 
world’s  foremost  medical  center. 

June  6-10,  1988 

Fee:  $200.  Fine  accommodations  at 
modest  cost.  C.E.U.  credits. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 

The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)  797-0600 
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EVANGELISM 


Is  From  an  Evangelist  p 


I 

Dallas.  Texas  75275-0133:  phone  214-692-2251.  | 


Perking  Mentor  Program  links  a  Training  Pastor  with  experienced, 
qualified  ministers,  to  learn  holistic  approaches  to  evangelism. 
Apply  bv  March  31,  1988  for  2-year  program;  references  required 
for  Training  Pastors;  partial  scholarships  available. 

Inquiries:  Continuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 


INFORMATION? 

Sharing  information  is  a  major  function  in  the  church.  United  Methodists 
need  to  be  informed.  Leaders  need  to  know  what  is  happening  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  Visitors  and  prospective  members  need  to  be  aware  of  local  church  ac¬ 
tivities.  Everyone  needs  an  awareness  of  global  religious  news. 

With  your  news  as  the  front  page  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter,  you’ll 
find  the  information  everyone  is  looking  for  located  in  one  neat,  informative 
issue.  We  are  eager  to  assist  you.  Think  of  us  as  your  information  center. 

Contact:  Bill  Bailey,  or  Don  Mohlstrom,  The  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er,  P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  214/630-6495. 
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UM  laywoman  spearheads  fight 
for  Louisiana  coastal  wetlands 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  United  Methodist  laywoman  in  La¬ 
fayette,  La.,  is  spearheading  an  inter¬ 
faith  citizens’  movement  to  keep  the 
coastal  wetlands  of  Louisiana  from 
washing  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Homemaker  Sarah  Schoeffler,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette,  is  chairman  of  the  fledgling 
Louisiana  Coastal  fWetlands  Church 
Stewardship  Plan. 

Mrs.  Schoeffler  told  the  Reporter  re¬ 
cently  that  the  potential  for  coastal-ero¬ 
sion  disaster  in  Louisiana  is  mounting 
daily. 

"We  re  losing  60  square  miles  of  coast¬ 
al  wetlands  each  year,  equivalent  to  an 
average  of  one  acre  every  14  minutes,” 
she  explained. 

.  The  problem  is  most  acute  in  Louisi¬ 
ana,  but  it  also  has  a  national  impact, 


Mrs.  Schoeffler  asserted. 

•‘We  have  6  million  acres  of  coastal 
marshland  in  Louisiana,"  she  said.  "We 
generate  $1  billion  in  fisheries.  Louisiana 
is  first  in  production  of  shrimp,  oysters, 
blue  crab.  By  dollar  value  we  produce  25 
percent  of  the  nation’s  fishing  products.” 

All  of  this  economy  will  be  lost  if  the 
coastal  wetlands  continue  to  erode,  Mrs. 
Schoeffler  contended. 

Problem  in  all  coastal  states 

"And  we’re  not  the  only  state  with  this 
problem,"  she  said.  "States  all  along  our 
coasts  are  suffering  from  wetlands  ero¬ 
sion,  but  it’s  worst  in  Louisiana.  It’s  not 
something  we  can  just  watch  go  away." 

The  church-related  wetlands  protec¬ 
tion  group  seeks  to  inform  Louisiana  citi¬ 
zens  about  the  economic  and  ecologic 
dangers  of  continuing  erosion  of  their 
state’s  coastal  zone.  The  stewardship  ef- 


Sarah  and  Harold  Schoeffler 


“We’re  losing  60 
square  miles  of  coastal 
wetlands  each  year, 
equivalent  to  an  average 
of  one  acre  every  14 
minutes.” 

— Sarah  Schoeffler 


fort's  main  strategy  is  to  marshal  groups 
of  citizens  throughout  the  state’s  coastal 
communities  to  push  government  for 
wetlands  protection. 

Their  efforts  are  in  response  to  envi¬ 
ronmental  stewardship  resolutions 
adopted  in  1987  by  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  Louisiana  Catholic  Con¬ 
ference  of  Bishops.  Recently  the  stew¬ 
ardship  plan  was  endorsed  by  the 
Louisiana  Interfaith  State  Assembly. 

Louisiana’s  coastal  erosion  is  caused 
by  tidal  action,  the  storm  surge  effects 
of  hurricanes,  dredging  to  create  off¬ 
shore  breakwaters  and  drilling  by  oil  and 
gas  companies. 

Flood  control  devices,  called  levees, 
are  preventing  the  sedimentation  effect 
of  the  Mississppi  River  from  replacing 
this  lost  land.  The  levees  channel  the  sed¬ 
iment  far  out  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
where  it  builds  up  the  submarine  geolog¬ 
ic  feature  known  as  the  Continental  Shelf 
instead  of  restoring  the  marshlands. 

The  system  of  levees  was  mandated  by 
of  the  Flood  Control  Act  of  1954,  adminis¬ 
tered  by  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers. 

Mrs.  Schoeffler  said  her  wetlands  pro¬ 
tection  organization  has  drawn  the  Corps 
of  Engineers’  participation.  The  corps, 
however,  wants  to  do  a  30-year  study  be¬ 
fore  taking  action,  she  added.  The  stew¬ 
ardship  group  insists  sufficient  research 
has  been  completed. 

The  Louisiana  Coastal  Wetlands 
Church  Stewardship  Plan  had  its  genesis 
last  summer. 

Conference  adopts  resolution 

Tim  Lawson,  chairman  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  conference  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  persuaded  the  conference  to  adopt 


the  environmental  resolution. 

Mrs.  Schoeffler  called  Mr  Lawson  ex¬ 
pressing  interest  in  the  resolution.  They 
met  with  other  environmental  activists, 
both  United  Methodist  and  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic,  and  out  of  that  meeting  in  Novem¬ 
ber  came  the  first  public  information- 
gathering  by  the  stewardship  group. 

The  November  forum  drew  environ¬ 
mental  experts  among  more  than  200 
participants,  some  from  hundreds  of 
miles  away. 

Three  more  regional  public  forums 
are  planned  this  spring.  Long-range 
plans  include  public  forums  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  and  in  Baton  Rouge,  the  state  capi¬ 
tal,  during  the  1988  legislative  session. 

"The  main  thing  now  is  to  get  the  leg¬ 
islators  to  take  us  seriously,”  Mrs. 
Schoeffler  stressed. 

Two  of  the  stewardship  group’s  techni¬ 
cal  advisers  are  also  members  of  the 
transition  team  of  Louisiana  Gov.-elect 
Buddy  Roemer. 

"Governor-elect  Roemer  has  an  envi¬ 
ronmental  group  that  has  come  out  with 
a  wetlands  recommendation,”  Mrs. 
Schoeffler  said.  "We  plan  to  endorse  the 
first  two  steps  of  the  plan,  which  will  re¬ 
organize  coastal  zone  management  and 
levy  taxes  for  a  trust  fund  for  wetlands 
restoration." 


ty  is  coming  "from  the  Lord,”  Mrs. 
Schoeffler  said. 

Churches  and  environmental  organiza¬ 
tions  have  given  or  pledged  amounts 
ranging  from  $200  to  $450,  but  the  group 
estimates  it  will  need  $20,000  to  $30,000 
to  do  its  work.  All  of  this  funding  must 
come  from  donations,  Mrs.  Schoeffler 


said. 


"This  is  a  statement  of  God's  people," 
Mrs.  Schoeffler  asserted.  "I  knew  from 
the  beginning  the  Lord  was  in  this.  We're 
hitting  a  public  that's  living  in  the  midst 
of  a  problem  they  didn’t  know  about,  and 
we  re  informing  them.  It's  great  to  see 
we  just  might  make  a  difference.” 


Husband’s  environmental 
work  led  laywoman  to  fray 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Sarah  Schoeffler’s  awakening  to  Loui¬ 
siana’s  erosion  problem  started  at  home. 

Her  husband,  Harold,  a  Roman  Catholic, 
is  active  in  numerous  environmental  orga¬ 
nizations  such  as  the  Sierra  Club  and  a  lo¬ 
cal  organization  called  Save  Our  Coast. 

He  was  named  1987  non-professional 
conservationist  of  the  year  by  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Wildlife  Federation,  an  affiliate  of 
the  National  Wildlife  Federation,  and 
Sears,  Roebuck  and  Co.  in  Louisiana. 

“I’d  always  go  along  with  him  to  his 
meetings,  but  somehow  until  now  it  just 
never  clicked  with  me,”  Mrs.  Schoeffler 
said. 

Mr.  Schoeffler  helps  lead  the  educa¬ 
tion  nf  the  T  mi i ci 2 n 3  Cnactal 


Wetlands  Church  Stewardship  Plan,  of 
which  his  wife  is  chairman. 

Mrs.  Schoeffler  said  she  became 
aware  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
environmental  concern  when  her  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor,  the  Rev.  G.  Larry  Maxwell 
Sr.,  brought  back  the  Louisiana  confer¬ 
ence's  environmental  resolution  from 
1987  sessions. 

"Sarah  and  Harold  are  special  peo¬ 
ple,"  said  Mr  Maxwell.  '  They  are  unique 
catalysts  in  an  area  with  a  big  stake  in 
the  outcome  of  this  effort.  The  most  in¬ 
spiring  thing  is  the  special  effort  these 
laypeople  have  made,  how  they've  in¬ 
volved  legislation  and  legislators. 
They've  really  hit  all  levels.’’ 

—  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Church  and  Society  board  nominates 
Native  American  as  new  chief  of  staff 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

WASHINGTON  — The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  46,  was  nominated 
last  week  to  be  the  new  chief  executive 
of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society. 

Mr.  Fassett,  a  New  York  native,  is  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference.  Before  taking  that  post  in 
1983,  he  served  eight  years  on  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  staff. 

Elected  directors  of  the  UM  social-ac¬ 
tion  agency  approved  his  nomination  by 
a  45-14  vote.  There  were  four  absten¬ 
tions,  said  Bishop  William  B.  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area),  board  president. 

The  nomination  now  goes  to  the 
church’s  general-level  coordinating 
agency,  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  which  is  voting  by  mail  ballot  this 
week.  If  elected,  Mr.  Fassett  would  as¬ 
sume  the  post  in  May  following  the  1988 
General  Conference,  Bishop  Grove  said. 

Dr.  W.  Astor  Kirk  will  remain  as  inter¬ 
im  head  until  then,  Bishop  Grove  said. 
Dr.  Kirk,  a  management  consultant  and 
both  a  former  elected  director  and  staff 
member  of  the  social-action  board,  has 
served  since  Dr.  Haviland  C.  Houston  left 
in  December  after  nearly  five  years  at 
the  agency's  helm. 

Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area),  head  of  the  search  commit¬ 
tee,  said  all  six  finalists  for  the  top  staff 
post  had  excellent  credentials,  including 
strong  records  of  church  service. 

"This  was  not  an  easy  decision,"  she 
said.  "Across  the  church  it  may  appear 
to  some  members  he  got  the  position  be¬ 
cause  he  was  a  Native  American,  but 
that  isn’t  true.” 

She  cited  Mr.  Fassett's  "strong  man¬ 


agement  skills”  and  said  he  had  demon¬ 
strated  his  ability  as  a  public  leader 
"who  will  charge  the  church.” 

All  racial  groups— black,  Hispanic. 
Anglo,  Native  American  and  Asian— and 
both  women  and  men  were  represented 
by  the  candidates,  Bishop  Kelly  said. 

She  noted  that  Mr.  Fassett,  a  clergy 
member  of  the  Western  New  York  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  has  been  endorsed  as  an 
episcopal  candidate  by  the  church’s  Na¬ 
tive  American  caucus. 

Bishop  Grove  said,  "We  rejoice  that 
the  candidate  we  chose  is  a  Native 
American.  We  think  that  is  an  important 
statement  on  the  inclusiveness  of  the 
church,  but  we  also  rejoice  in  the  fact  we 
chose  him  not  because  he  is  a  Native 
American  but  because  he  brings  intel¬ 
lect,  experience  and  commitment  to  the 
causes  of  justice  and  peace." 

The  nominee,  a  member  of  the  Seneca 
tribe,  was  a  Church  and  Society  staff 
member  from  1976  until  1983.  He  served 
as  an  acting  head  of  the  agency  in  1980 
during  a  search  for  a  new  general  secre¬ 
tary  following  the  death  of  then-chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  George  Outen. 

Mr.  Fassett  was  head  of  three  differ¬ 
ent  departments  within  the  board  during 
those  eight  years— emerging  social  is¬ 
sues,  human  relations  and  issue  develop¬ 
ment  and  advocacy. 

Mr.  Fassett  said  the  social-action 
agency  “has  been  the  enduring  founda¬ 
tion  for  our  mission  as  a  church  and  one 
of  the  very  clear  reasons  I  am  a  United 
Methodist." 

He  told  the  Reporter,  “I  think  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  should  be 
seen  as  a  truly  evangelical  institution  de¬ 
voted  to  the  strong  Wesleyan  concept  of 
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Crossing  boundaries  for  ihe  sake  of  the  Gospel  is  a  specialty  of  the  ministry  of  l-to-Loh. 
Born  in  Taiwan  and  educated  there  and  in  the  U.S.A.  (where  he  received  his  Ph  D. 
in  ethnomusicology  from  U.C.L.A.),  he  now  travels  throughout  Asia  conducting 
workshops  for  the  promotion  and  development  of  contextualized  music  and  liturgy. 

l-to-Loh  finds  that  most  Asian  churches  have  used  the  hymns  of  the  West  ever  since 
the  Gospel  was  introduced  to  them.  He  finds  that  today,  however,  they  are  developing 
a  stronger  sense  of  Asian  identity  and  that  church  music  plays  an  important  role  in 
cultivating  that  process.  Operating  primarily  from  the  Asian  Institute  for  Liturgy  and 
Music  in  the  Philippines,  he  normally  travels  to  at  least  a  dozen  countries  each  year 
in  an  effort  to  cultivate  self-esteem  and  appreciation  of  Asian  culture,  to  encourage 
utilization  of  Asian  cultural  heritages  in  creating  new  liturgy  and  music,  and  to  search 
for  ways  of  meaningful  Christian  expression. 

Wc  need  more  missionaries  like  l-to-Loh;  the  breadth  and  depth  of  their  contribution 
to  the  church's  life  is  striking,  Help  us  support  them;  for  information  about  how  you 
can  help,  contact  your  Conference  Secretary  of  Global  Ministries,  or  Ed  Moultrie.  Room 
1314,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  NY  101 15. 
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faith  and  devotion.” 

There  should  be  an  emphasis  on  per¬ 
sonal,  corporate  and  social  conversion, 
Ife  said. 

“  "And  there  should  be  a  devotion  to 
walking  one’s  faith  around  in  the  world,” 
Mr.  Fassett  said.  “Everything  the  board 
does  should  be  owned  by  the  church.  It 
shouldn’t  be  ‘them  and  us.’  ” 

Mr.  Fassett  said  he  would  foster  that 
sense  of  involvement  by  being  “the  Ed 
Koch  (the  New  York  City  mayor)  of 
Church  and  Society,  going  around  asking 
(church  members),  ‘How  are  we  doing?’  ’’ 
He  was  referring  to  Mr.  Koch’s  celebrat¬ 
ed  public  relations  strategy. 

Mr.  Fassett  said  he  still  considers  him¬ 
self  a  "local  pastor"  and  always  intro¬ 
duces  himself  as  “a  local  pastor  now 
serving  as  —  ” 

He  and  his  wife,  Nancy,  have  a  daugh¬ 
ter  Kimberley,  24,  who  is  graduating 
from  UM-related  Alaska  Pacific  Univer- 


The  Rev.  Thom  Fassett 
.  .  .  ,Wir  Yorker  serres  Alaska 

sity  this  spring. 

Another  daughter,  Keighley,  died  in  an 
accident  in  1985  at  age  20. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Plug  into  1988  sessions; 
InfoServ  extends  services 

InfoServ,  the  telephone  information  service  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  provide  extra  services  during  the  1988  General  Conference. 

An  updated  three-minute  report  of  events  and  actions  at  the  conference  in  St. 
Louis  will  be  available  from  April  26-May  6  for  callers  dialing  615-742-5125  at 
their  own  expense. 

After  the  conference  adjourns  May  6,  a  summary  of  conference  actions  will 
be  provided  through  May  31  for  callers  using  that  same  number. 

Recorded  messages  will  be  available  around  the  clock  so  callers  may  take 
advantage  of  lowest  long  distance  rates,  an  InfoServ  spokesperson  said. 

For  callers  who  want  to  ask  questions,  additional  personnel  and  a  toll-free 
WATS  line  will  be  available— 1-800-251-8140  from  8  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  Central 
time,  Monday  through  Friday.  Persons  living  in  Tennessee  should  call  1-800- 
262-3007. 

For  InfoServ  services  unrelated  to  the  General  Conference,  callers  should 
continue  to  call  toll  free  1-800-251-8140. 


Abducted  Marine  colonel 
UM  congregation  member 


World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


The  father  of  missing  Marine  Lt.  Col. 
William  R.  Higgins  died  Feb.  18  without 
knowing  that  his  son,  a  United  Methodist, 
apparently  had  been  abducted  the  previ¬ 
ous  day  by  Arab  terrorists  in  Lebanon. 

Funeral  services  for  William  Francis 
“Billy”  Higgins,  72,  a  longtime  member 
of  Beechmont  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Louisville,  Ky..  were  conducted  Feb. 
20  in  Lancaster,  Ky. 

“It's  just  breaking  the  heart  of  every¬ 
one  here,”  said  Margaret  Millhollan,  sec¬ 
retary  of  Beechmont  UMC.  "Mr.  Higgins 
died  without  knowing  Col.  Higgins  had 
been  kidnapped." 

Ms.  Millhollan  said  Lt.  Col.  Higgins; 
his  sisters,  Mary  Frances  Fisher  of  Lou¬ 
isville  and  Laura  Miller  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.;  and  their  families  are  also  mem¬ 
bers  of  Beechmont  UMC. 

The  Rev.  Richard  H.  Chamberlin,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Lancaster  United  Methodist 
Church,  officiated  at  the  funeral.  He  said 
the  family  lived  in  Lancaster  until  Lt. 
Col.  Higgins  was  in  fifth  grade,  then 
moved  to  Louisville. 

The  colonel’s  mother,  Ethel  Eagle  Hig¬ 


gins,  was  the  daughter  of  a  prominent  lo¬ 
cal  family,  Mr.  Chamberlin  said.  She 
died  several  years  ago. 

Ms.  Millhollan  said  the  Beechmont 
congregation  planned  to  schedule  prayer 
vigils  for  the  safe  return  of  Lt.  Col.  Hig¬ 
gins  following  memorial  services  for  the 
late  Mr.  Higgins. 

According  to  the  Associated  Press,  Lt. 
Col.  Higgins.  43.  was  commanding  a 
United  Nations  observer  force  in  Leba¬ 
non  when  he  disappeared  Feb.  17  while 
driving  on  a  south  Lebanon  road  con¬ 
trolled  by  Shiite  Moslem  militia. 

He  was  returning  unarmed  from  a 
meeting  with  a  Shiite  Moslem  militia 
leader  at  which  efforts  to  free  foreign 
hostages  were  among  topics  discussed, 
the  Associated  Press  said. 

A  group  calling  itself  the  League  of  Op¬ 
pressed  Peoples  of  the  World  has  claimed 
responsibility  for  the  kidnapping. 

Lt.  Col.  Higgins  is  the  ninth  American 
and  25th  foreign  hostage  believed  held  by 
pro-Iranian  terrorists  in  Lebanon. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Grapes,  Shell  Oil 
boycotts  approved 

Vote  on  grapes  has  contingency 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associcate  Editor 

WASHINGTON— The  United  Methodist 
social-action  agency  last  week  pressed 
for  boycotts  affecting  both  California- 
grown  table  grapes  and  Shell  gasoline. 

A  table  grape  boycott  was  approved 
only  when  Bishop  William  B.  Grove, 
president,  voted  to  break  a  30-30  tie  by 
other  members  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

By  contrast,  the  Shell  boycott  proposal 
drew  a  round  of  applause  after  near- 
unanimous  acceptance. 

The  proposed  general  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  graps  growers  will  go  into  effect 
only  if  the  two  United  Methodist  regional 
bodies  (annual  conferences)  in  California 
do  not  in  the  meantime  target  owners  of 
certain  grape  vineyards  in  the  state  for  a 
selective  boycott. 

The  general  agency’s  action  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  support  efforts  of  California  farm¬ 
workers  to  establish  collective 
bargaining  rights. 

Bishop  Grove  pointed  out  that  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  is  on  record 
supporting  a  general  boycott. 

“My  judgment  is  that  this  action  will 
help  (the  two  conferences)  . . .  and  press 
them  gently  toward  a  selective  boycott.” 

Boycott  shocks  Shell 

The  Shell  boycott  proposal  targets  U.S. 
profits  of  Royal  Dutch  Shell,  parent  of 
(U.S.)  Shell.  The  United  Methodist  agency 
hopes,  through  the  boycott,  to  help  per¬ 
suade  the  South  African  government  to 
end  its  policies  of  apartheid  (legal  sepa¬ 
ration  of  races). 

A  Royal  Dutch  subsidiary,  Shell  South 
Africa,  supplies  much  of  South  Africa’s 
imported  oil,  according  to  information 
provided  to  directors  of  the  Church  and 
Society  board. 

Norman  Altstedter,  Shell’s  press  rep¬ 
resentative  in  New  York,  said  Shell  Oil  is 
"disappointed  and  surprised”  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  agency’s  call  for  a  boycott. 

The  boycott  “is  particularly  unfair  to 
Shell  Service  Station  dealers,  almost  all 
independent  business  people,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Altstedter  said,  “Some  people  con¬ 
tinue  to  grossly  misrepresent  the  actions 
and  views  of  Shell  (companies)  concern¬ 
ing  apartheid 

“The  [Shell]  group  condemns  apartheid 
as  an  inhuman  system  that  should  be 
abolished  as  quickly  and  as  peacefully  as 
possible. 

“The  group  believes  disinvestment 
would  not  affect  supplies  of  oil  to  South 
Africa  but  it  would  mean  loss  of  influ¬ 
ence  of  Shell  South  Africa  in  opposing 
apartheid  and  seeking  political  change," 
he  said. 

Issue  for  dealers,  too 

Robert  McLean,  a  staff  member  of  the 
UM  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  boycott  would  im¬ 
pact  local  dealers  but  said  he  hopes  they 
also  will  press  for  Shell  to  leave  South 
Africa. 


"This  is  a  moral  issue  for  them,  too,” 
he  told  the  Reporter. 

The  Rev.  Ron  Bretsch  of  Norwood, 
N.Y.,  an  elected  director  of  the  UM  agen¬ 
cy,  spelled  out  reasons  the  boycott  pro¬ 
posal  zeroes  in  on  the  parent  company. 

Shell  South  Africa,  he  said,  "co-owns 
or  operates  South  Africa’s  largest  oil  re¬ 
finery;  the  offshore  station  through 
which  most  of  South  Africa’s  imported 
oil  is  delivered,  an  oil  pipeline  operated 
with  the  government  and  more  than  800 
gasoline  stations.” 

Mr.  Bretsch  said  40  percent  of  Royal 
Dutch  Shell's  profits  comes  from  sales  of 
products  in  the  United  States  while  just  1 
percent  comes  from  sales  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Altstedter  responded,  however, 
that  Shell’s  most  recent  figures  indicate 
the  firm’s  U.S.  profit  figure  is  about  22 
percent.  He  was  unable  to  confirm  or 
deny  the  South  Africa  figure. 

Mr.  Bretsch  said  Shell’s  presence  in 
South  Africa,  although  contributing  a 
small  amount  to  Royal  Dutch’s  profit  pic¬ 
ture,  is  critical  to  that  country’s  economy. 

The  boycott  will  end  when  the  compa¬ 
ny  withdraws  from  South  Africa,  termi¬ 
nates  all  license  and  franchise 
agreements  with  South  African  entities 
or  when  the  apartheid  system  ceases, 
Mr.  Bretsch  said. 

In  other  action,  agency  directors; 

•  Challenged  prison  confinement  poli¬ 
cies  in  this  country,  particularly  those 
related  to  prisoners  of  conscience  and 
Cuban  detainees. 

•  Called  on  the  government  of  Israel 
to  stop  beating,  killing  and  deporting 
Palestinians  and  to  enter  negotiations 
with  Palestinian  civilians  and  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  Liberation  Organization. 

Holy  Week  observances  sought 

“We  call  upon  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  to  engage  in  special  prayers 
and  fasting  for  this  tragic  situation  during 
Holy  Week  (March  27-April  2)  services 
and  to  make  contributions  to  the  church’s 
relief  agency  toward  emergency  relief  ef¬ 
forts,"  said  the  Rev.  Martin  L.  Deppe,  a 
board  director  from  Hinsdale,  Ill. 

•  Urged  repeal  of  the  U.S.  Immigra¬ 
tion  Reform  and  Control  Act  and  urged 
annual  conferences  "to  accept  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  welfare  and  security  of  all 
undocumented  and  overstayed  persons 
and  refugees  especially  after  May  5, 1988 
(the  deadline  for  applying  for  amnesty) 
even  if  it  leads  to  acts  of  responsible 
non-violent  disobedience.” 

An  amendment  to  prohibit  the  social 
action  agency  from  requiring  proof  of 
residency  from  its  own  employees  was 
referred  for  further  study. 

•  Recommended  the  agency  develop  a 
consultation  on  human  sexuality,  includ¬ 
ing  homophobia  (the  irrational  fear  of 
homosexuals)  for  directors. 

Directors  suggested  that  differing  theo¬ 
logical,  medical  and  social  science  views  be 
represented  in  the  consultation,  said  the 
Rev.  J.  L.  Penfold  of  Eaton,  Colo. 
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‘Bishops  on  their  minds’  when  annual  conferences  convene 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Meeting  in  this  year’s  annu¬ 
al  conference  sessions  across  the  nation  begin¬ 
ning  May  13  in  Coalgood,  Ky.,  United  Methodists 
can  be  expected  to  have  bishops  on  their  minds. 

Fourteen  of  the  73  conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico  will  be  saying  goodbye  to 
episcopal  leaders  who  must  retire  because  of  age. 

Another  18  will  be  presided  over  by  bishops 
completing  a  normal  term  of  eight  years  in  one 
assignment.  Another  conference  (Louisiana)  is 
under  supervision  of  a  bishop  filling  a  vacancy 
because  of  death. 

Any  conference  could  have  a  new  bishop  by 
late  summer  because  all  active  bishops  will  be 


subject  in  mid-July  to  assignments  to  their  areas 
of  supervision  for  1989-92. 

On  the  docket  of  many  of  the  conferences  will 
be  formal  nomination  of  clergy  for  election  as 
bishop  to  fill  12  vacancies  caused  by  retirements 
and  death. 

Nomination  by  an  annual  conference  is  not 
necessary  for  election  to  the  episcopacy. 

Legislation  being  introduced  in  the  General 
Conference  beginning  April  26  could  bring  about 
election  of  four  additional  bishops. 

All  episcopal  elections  will  take  place  during 
the  five  jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences 
meeting  the  week  of  July  12-16. 

About  40  individuals  have  been  endorsed  by 


various  groups  for  vacancies  to  be  filled. 

Bishops  who  must  retire  this  year  under  the 
age  limitation  are:  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chicago; 
Emerson  S.  Colaw.  Minneapolis;  James  S. 
Thomas,  N.  Canton,  Ohio;  James  M.  Ault,  Pitts¬ 
burgh;  John  W.  Hardt,  Oklahoma  City;  Roy  C. 
Clark,  Columbia,  S.C.;  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.,  Lake¬ 
land,  Fla.;  R.  Kern  Eutsler,  Knoxville,  Tenn.; 
Paul  A.  Duffey,  Louisville,  Ky.;  Robert  M. 
Blackburn,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly,  San  Francisco. 

Bishops  completing  a  normal  term  of  eight 
years  in  their  present  posts  are:  Edwin  C.  Boul¬ 
ton,  Fargo,  N.D.;  George  W.  Bashore,  Boston;  F. 
Herbert  Skeete,  Philadelphia;  William  B.  Grove, 


Charleston,  W.  Va.;  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  St.  Louis; 
Louis  W  Schowengerdt,  Albuquerque,  N.M.;  Er¬ 
nest  T.  Dixon  Jr.,  San  Antonio;  John  W.  Russell, 
Dallas;  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Los  Angeles;  Calvin  D. 
McConnell,  Portland,  Ore.,  and  Melvin  G.  Tal¬ 
bert.  Seattle. 

Church  law  provides  that  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  which  assign  bishops  to  their  resi¬ 
dences,  may  give  a  third  four-year  term  to  a 
bishop  if  such  action  is  deemed  “to  be  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  jurisdiction.” 

The  mid-July  jurisdictional  conferences  will 
be  held  in  Buckhannon,  W.Va.;  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.;  DeKalb,  Ill.;  New  Orleans  and  San  Diego. 


Rules  governing  election  and  assignment  of 
bishops  in  Africa,  Europe  and  the  Philippines 
vary  somewhat  from  those  covering  the  United 
States  and  Puerto  Rico. 

The  only  announced  retirement  at  present  out¬ 
side  the  United  States  is  that  of  Bishop  Franz  W. 
Schafer  of  Geneva,  Switzerland,  who  will  step 
down  in  March  1989. 

Annual  conference  sessions  in  the  United 
States,  beginning  with  Red  Bird  Missionary  in 
mid-May,  will  be  concluded  July  23  with  the  Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada  session  in  Sacramento,  Calif. 

Meetings  of  conferences  outside  the  United 
States  will  run  through  early  October. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  another  in  a 
series  on  The  Advance,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  program  that  fosters  “partnership 
in  mission”  through  designated  giving. 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

In  Lawton,  Okla.,  stands  a  former  one- 
room  schoolhouse  called  Huntinghorse 
United  Methodist  Church. 

But  the  church  is  not  expected  to  stand 
very  long,  its  members  say.  The  turn-of- 
the-century  building  has  been  con¬ 
demned  by  the  city  engineer. 

In  fact,  the  building  is  in  such  poor 
condition  that  the  Oklahoma  Indian  Mis¬ 
sionary  Conference  cannot  even  get  in¬ 
surance  on  it. 

The  Native  American  congregation 
has  not  given  up  hope,  said  its  lay  leader, 
Harry  Tonemah,  a  Methodist  since  1947. 

“With  money  from  The  Advance,  we 
will  purchase  two  additional  lots  near¬ 
by,”  he  said.  “We  also  hope  to  have 
enough  money  for  a  new  church  building 
as  well  a  parking  lot  for  members.” 

For  almost  40  years,  Advance  gifts 
have  helped  long-established  congrega¬ 
tions  like  the  one  in  Lawton  build  new  fa¬ 
cilities  so  they  could  continue  their 
ministries  to  their  communities. 

The  Huntinghorse  church,  started 
about  1951,  has  140  members.  The  Rev. 
Lincoln  Tartsah  Sr.,  pastor  for  the  past 
three  years,  said  the  church  has  mission 
projects  to  assist  residents  of  Fort  Sill, 
the  nearby  Army  post,  and  patients  at 
Lawton’s  Native  American  hospital. 

The  church  also  has  a  campus  minis¬ 
try  at  Cameron  University  in  Lawton  for 
Native  Americans  attending  the  school. 
Huntinghorse  church  members,  as  well 
as  other  churches  in  the  Oklahoma  Indi¬ 
an  Missionary  Conference,  provide 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


No  gift  too  small 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  approved 
in  advance  


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  ecumenical  coalition 

of  60  churches  in  Santa  Clara  County  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion  beginning  7  1  88  Written  inquiries  only  by 
April  1  to:  Council  of  Churches  of  Santa  Clara  Coun¬ 
ty.  1229  Naglee  Avenue.  San  Jose.  CA  95126  Attn: 
Brenda  McHenry 


RESIDENT  RETREAT  DIRECTOR  Associate 
Council  Director  position  available  7-1-88  Drayton. 
Peninsula  Conference  Retreat  Center  Resume  and 
rationale  for  qualification  should  be  addressed  to: 
P  O  Box  595  Newark.  DE  19715 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Growing 

1,800-member  church.  Active  program  60-90  youth 
weekly!  Parent  support  group  in  place  Salary  up  to 
$24,000  Send  resume  Rev  Kenneth  C  Blitch  7600 
S  W  104  Street.  Miami  FL  33156  or  call  (305)  667-0343. 


TWO  POSITIONS  1  Field  Representative.  Office  of 

Loan  Administration.  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries.  Works  with  the  Executive  Secretary  of  Office 
of  Loan  Administration  in  assisting  new  congrega¬ 
tions  in  planning  for  facilities  or  in  modifying  exist¬ 
ing  facilities  Regional  assignments  in  area  of 
church  extension:  includes  building,  planning  and 
loan  processing  for  new  -  redevelopment  congrega¬ 
tions.  2:  Executive  Secretary.  Office  of  Finance  and 
Field  Service.  General  Board  of  Global  Minstries. 
Administration  of  the  Office  of  Finance  and  Field 
Service  in  raising  capital,  budgetary,  and  benevo¬ 
lence  funds  in  local  churches,  districts,  and  annual 
conferences  in  all  50  states,  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin  Islands.  In  addition  to  the 
above,  the  office  conducts  fund-raising  programs  in 
the  interest  of  church  institutions,  i.e..  colleges,  hospi¬ 
tals.  community  centers,  etc.  In  all  its  activities— re¬ 
membering  that  mission  and  money  are  insepar- 
able-rthe  office  conceives  its  overriding  obligation  to 
be  that  of  equipping  and  enabling  the  Church  to  en¬ 
gage  in  mission.  For  either  position  write  to:  Dr. 
Thomas  J  Gallen.  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries.  475  Riverside  Drive.  Room  320.  New  York.  NY 
10115. 


DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  (full  time). 

2.000-member  church  in  mobile  upper  income  com- 
munitv  Coordinate  total  music  ministry  3  children, 
voulh.  2  adult  choirs.  2  handbell  Prefer  Master  of 
Sacred  Music  Experience  required  Apply  by  March 
15  to  Germantown  UMC.  2331  Germantown  Road. 
Germantown.  TN  38138  


ASSOCIATE  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR  in  Communica¬ 

tions  Wyoming  Conference.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  Primary  reponsibility  in  public  relations: 
serve  as  representative  to  media,  edit  monthly  peri¬ 
odical.  plus  related  duties.  Bachelor's  degree  or 
equivalent  experience  communication  skills  re¬ 
quired.  graphic  and  computer  skills  helpful  Minor¬ 
ities  and  women  encouraged  to  apply  Send  resume 
and  references  by  April  15  in  care  of  Council  Direc¬ 
tor.  Wyoming  Conference  Center.  3  Orchard  Rd.. 
Binghamton.  NY  13905 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /PROG RAM  Director  is 
sought  for  a  1.000-member  , church-  Responsible  for 
administering  all  education  and  youth  programs. 
Professional  training  and  proven  competency  in 
Christian  Education  is  required.  Send  resume,  state¬ 
ment  of  philosophy,  and  a  list  of  three  current  refer¬ 
ences  which  may  be  contacted  for  verification  to 
Hardy  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  Search 
Committee.  1401  West  7th  Street,  Texarkana.  TX 
75501  (214)  793-1116  Salary  in  the  upper  teens 


CHINA.  HONG  KONG  November  2-17  $2295  from 

California  Free  brochure.  Dr  Don  Haarup.  Box  31. 
Brainerd.  MN  56401-0031  Telephone  (218)  829-6076 


SOCIAL  WORKER  (MSW),  active  church  member, 
part  time,  full  time  Church  shelter  social  health 
program.  Inquiries  James  Woodrum  (713)  729-8869. 
5610  Warm  Springs,  Houston.  TX  77035 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full-time; 

2.200-member  church:  growing  Chicago  suburb  Re¬ 
sume  Grace  United  Methodist  Church,  300  E 
Gartner.  Naperville.  IL  60540 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  growing  1.400-member  church  Will  coordinate 
educational  programs  for  preschool  through  adult.  A 
degree  in  Christian  education  and  experience  pre¬ 
ferred  Inquire:  Lakewood  United  Methodist  Church. 
1510  Furman  Rd..  Jacksonville.  FL  32217  or  (904) 
733-8477.  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

church  of  600  Growing  community  Qualifications 
and  experience.  Resume  and  references  by  March 
15.  Begins  Julv  15.  St.  Paul's  UMC.  910  E.  North  St.. 
Manteca.  CA  95336  (209)823-7154 


ST  PAUL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Lar¬ 
go.  Fla  .  a  suburban  church  of  3.000  members,  is 
seeking  a  full-time  director  of  youth  ministries. 
Methodist  background  preferred.  With  multi  staff 
capabilities  and  five  years  experience  in  full  youth 
ministry  Salary  negotiable  Full  benefit  package 
(pension,  medical  insurance  and  sick  leave).  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Rev  John  Gatewood.  St.  Paul  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  1199  Highland  Avenue.  Largo.  FL 
34640  


CHAPLAIN  Immediate  opening  for  a  Chaplain  at 

Methodist  Children's  Home.  Waco.  Texas  Duties  in¬ 
clude  preaching  chapel  services,  counseling  (CPE 
hours  preferred),  supervising  religious  education  and 
music  ministries  staff.  Housing  plus  benefits.  Salary- 
negotiable.  Applv  Personnel  Dept  .  Methodist  Home. 
1 1 1 1  Herring  Ave  .  Waco.  TX  76708.  (817)  753-0181 


ST  PAUL'S  UMC.  Houston.  Texas  is  seeking  an  experi¬ 

enced  person  in  the  area  of  Youth  Ministry  $25,000 
range  salary  package  depending  on  education,  qualifi¬ 
cations  and  experience  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  Director  of  Christian  Education.  5501  South 
Main.  Houston.  TX  77004  


United  Methodist  Agency  for  Retarded.  WNC.  Expe¬ 
rience  in  developmental  disabilities  and  group  home 
administration  preferred  Contact.  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  Chairperson.  P.0  Box  2087.  High  Point.  NC  27261 
bv  March  15  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  FAMILY  Ministries 

being  sought  for  full-time  staff  position  in  2.600  * 
member  south  FL  church  Looking  for  someone  to 
develop  the  most  outstanding  children's  ministries 
program  in  the  southeastern  U  S.  Could  that  be  you? 
Send  resume  picture  to  Christ  Church.  UM.  4845  NE 
25  Ave  .  Ft  Lauderdale.  FL  33308 


HOUSEPARENTS  WANTED:  Challenging  opportu- 

nitv  Rural  Colorado  group  home  needs  couple  expe¬ 
rienced  in  working  with  teenagers  Requires 
administrative,  counseling  and  parenting  skills  Send 
resume  and  letter  to  Dr  Smith.  405  Oneida.  Boulder. 
CO  80303  


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  needed  for 

2.300-member  church.  Experience  needed  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  photo  to  Walter  Jones.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  411  Turner  St  Clearwater  FL  34616 


MUSIC  DIRECTOR  needed  for  St  Paul  s  United 

Methodist  Church  in  Las  Cruces.  New  Mexico,  a  his¬ 
toric  downtown  church  with  1.600  members  and  600 
average  worship  attendance  The  music  ministry'  re¬ 
sponsibilities  include  directing  and  or  managing  all 
choral  and  bell  choirs,  preparing  special  music  for 
worship  and  special  occasions,  and  developing  and 
directing  musical  witness  opportunities  For  more 
information,  write  Dr  E  Leonard  Gillingham.  St 
Paul's  UMC.  Box  696,  Las  Cruces.  NM  88004 


PLAN  EFFECTIVE  OUTREACH  MINISTRY  Pro¬ 

vide  a  ministry  for  people  who  now  find  themselves 
alone  due  to  divorce,  separation  or  death  'Who  Am  I 
Now  That  I  Am  Alone9'  is  an  easv-to-lead.  effective, 
ten-session  program  that  brings  positive  results.  For 
information  prices  write  ABT.  Inc  P  O  Box  4098. 
Garden  Grove.  CA  92642 


SESQUICENTENNIAL  HISTORY  of  FUMC  Nacog¬ 

doches.  Texas  1837-1987  Story  from  founding  to 
present  day.  Old  photos,  bibliography,  index.  186 
pages,  soft  cover  Typed  copies  of  two  oldest  roll 
books  included,  giving  baptisms,  marriage  records, 
and  church  roster  $15.00  plus  $1  05  sales  tax.  $2  00 
postage  it  handling  FUMC.  201  East  Hospital  Street. 
Nacogdoches.  TX  75961. 


WANTED:  Used  sets  of  "The  Interpreter's  Bible  Com¬ 
mentary''  for  use  by  local  preachers  in  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Great  Britain.  Please  contact  Rev.  Franklin 
W  Scott.  30  Cleveland  Ave.,  Bishop  Auckland.  County 
Durham.  England.  DL14  6AR  and  include  price 


FOR  SALE.  A.B.  Dick  Model  326  offset  duplicator 
with  chemicals,  ink.  paper  and  metal  masters.  Metal 
plate  maker  as  an  added  bonus.  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  8th  and  Seminole.  Okmulgee.  OK  74447 
(918)  756-6083. 


"THE  LIFE/MINISTRY  of  the  Large  Church."  August 
23-24. 1988  Led  by  Lyle  Schaller.  Colorado  Springs.  Col¬ 
orado.  Write  Large  Church  Workshop,  Calvary  UMC. 
4210  Austin  Bluffs  Parkway.  Colorado  Springs.  CO 
80918. 


TIRED  OF  DIRTY  HUMOR9  Read  Chuckle  Town 
Times,  mini-newspaper  devoted  to  clean  humor  $3 
vear.  four  issues.  Chuckle  Town  USA.  P.O.  Box  503- 
M.  Bedford  Park.  IL  60499 


LOCAL  CHURCH  CAPITAL  LOAN  NEEDS  Profes¬ 
sional  loan  package,  preparation  and  placement  ser¬ 
vice.  For  information:  Write  Wernett  Associates.  PO 
Box  293.  Bangor.  PA  18013-0293.  Phone  (215)  588-6766 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clavton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138.  Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)627-6067.  627-9507. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  stay  at  Kel- 
ler  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs.  Ark'  New  air-conditioning, 
m-ground  pool.  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all  for 
$22  each!  Call  (501) .  '  ' 


)  253-8418  todav! 


HOME-STUDY.  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro¬ 
grams  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels  Wide 
range  of  subjects  available.  Highly  credentialed  fac¬ 
ulty  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  appropriate  aca¬ 
demic.  life  and  work  experience  Free  catalog: 
Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy  Centre.  New  Or¬ 
leans.  LA  70163.  Call  (504)  585-7303 


WANTED:  BUSINESS  MANAGER.  2.000-member 
church  Financial  personnel  skills.  Full  time  or  will 
consider  part-time  retired  executive.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Post  Office  Box 
1138.  St  Petersburg.  FL  33731. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 

vour  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free  service  to 
churches  Church  Musicians  National  Referral  Service. 
Dept  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington.  WV  25706-0036. 


ANGLO-AMERICAN  CHRISTIAN  SINGLES  Pen 
Friendship  Outreach.  Shared  tapes,  holiday  ex¬ 
change  visits.  Non  profit  Interdenominational  Free 
details  Christian  Friendship  Fellowship.  The  Rid¬ 
ings'.  Holberrow  Green.  Redditch,  Worcs.  England. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  United  Methodist 

Church-related  Community  Center.  Dulac.  La.,  seek¬ 
ing  person  to  plan,  direct  and  coordinate  develop¬ 
ment  and  administration  of  all  program  activities, 
construction  of  new  facility:  supervision  of  property 
maintenance  and  personnel:  personnel  development 
and  management,  financial  management:  fund  rais¬ 
ing  Requirements:  undergraduate  degree  in  social 
sciences  or  business  management:  experience  in  per¬ 
sonnel  management:  excellent  communication 
skills:  experience  in  fund  raising  and  budget  control; 
commitment  to  mission  and  outreach  ministries  of 
United  Methodist  Church  Salary  negotiable  Dead¬ 
line  to  receive  resumes  March  15.  1988  Send  resume 
and  3  references  to:  Samuel  D  Reeves.  120  Hialeah. 
Houma  LA  70363. 


Indian  chief 
namesake 


for  church 


LAWTON,  Okla.— Chief  Huntinghorse,  an  early  Methodist  among  Oklaho¬ 
ma  Indians,  got  his  name  from  his  grandfather  who  said  the  young  man  was 
the  one  to  gather  horses  for  the  warriors.  Two  generations  of  his  forebears 
have  gone  into  the  Methodist  and  United  Methodist  ministry. 


Army  scout  accepted  Christ 
early  in  Oklahoma  territory 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Chief  Huntinghorse,  for  whom  Hun¬ 
tinghorse  United  Methodist  Church  is 
named  (see  accompanying  story),  was 
born  about  1846  in  an  area  known  as 
Medicine  Lodge,  Kan.,  the  grandson  of  a 
Kiowa  chief. 

The  Rev.  John  Thomas  Tsatoke,  a 
United  Methodist  minister  and  grandson 
of  the  chief,  told  the  Reporter  Chief  Hun¬ 
tinghorse  “accepted  the  Methodist  faith 
when  it  was  first  introduced  into  the 
Oklahoma  Territory.” 

Chief  Huntinghorse  influenced  his  sons 


to  become  Methodist  ministers.  Cecil  Ar¬ 
thur  Horse  (Tsatoke)  and  Albert  Hunting- 
horse  both  became  ministers  in  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Indian  Missionary  Conference. 

The  sons  of  those  pastors  followed  in 
their  fathers’  footsteps.  Mr.  Tsatoke, 
now  officially  retired,  is  Cecil’s  son. 

Chief  Huntinghorse  was  a  member  of 
Mount  Scout  Indian  Methodist  Church  in 
Lawton,  Okla.,  until  he  died  July  1, 1953. 

The  chief,  a  U.S.  Army  scout  in  a  unit 
made  up  solely  of  Indians,  was  buried 
with  full  military  honors  at  Fort  Sill. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


HUNTINGHORSE  UMC  PHOTO 

LAWTON,  Okla.— The  building  used  by  Huntinghorse  United  Methodist  Church  is  in  such  poor  condition  that  it 
has  been  condemned  by  city  engineers.  But  through  gifts  from  The  Advance,  this  Native  American  congregation 
will  construct  another  building  and  expand  its  ministries  in  the  community. 


meals,  Christian  education,  and  job  coun¬ 
seling  for  the  college  students. 

But  Mr.  Tartsah  said  it  is  really  hard 
to  keep  these  ministries  going  "because 
the  church  building  is  so  ugly  that  no  one 
wants  to  come  to  it.” 

"We  tried  to  fix  it  by  putting  an  addi¬ 
tion  in  the  back,  a  new  roof  and  a  heating 
system,”  he  said.  “But  the  building  is  just 


too  old. 

“We’re  having  weddings  and  funerals 
at  other  places  because  even  our  mem¬ 
bers  don’t  want  to  come  into  this  build¬ 
ing." 

The  congregation  is  named  for  a  Kio¬ 
wa  chief  who  help  spread  Methodism 
within  his  tribe,  said  Mr.  Tonemah,  a  Ki¬ 
owa  (see  related  story). 


“Chief  Huntinghorse  is  known  as  the 
grandfather  of  Methodism  for  many  In¬ 
dians  because  he  was  one  of  the  first  to 
take  the  Jesus  road,"  said  Mr.  Tonemah. 

Churches  that  wish  to  designate  gifts 
to  this  Advance  project  may  do  so 
through  their  annual  conference  treasur¬ 
er  by  listing  Huntinghorse  Church,  No. 
583395-5. 


UM  bishop  co-chairs  new 
unit  seeking  peace,  justice 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Given  impetus  by 
the  United  Methodist  bishops’  1986  pasto¬ 
ral  letter  on  the  threat  of  nuclear  arms, 
a  broadly-based  group  of  top-ranking 
U.S.  religious  leaders  are  banding  to¬ 
gether  in  support  of  worldwide  peace 
and  justice. 

“We  hope  we  can  strengthen  existing 
peace  organizations  by  reinforcing  their 
efforts  with  the  influence  of  top-level  re¬ 
ligious  leaders,”  United  Methodist  Bish¬ 
op  C.  Dale  White  of  New  York  said  Feb. 
11  in  Washington. 

Bishop  White,  co-chairman  of  the  pan¬ 
el  that  produced  his  church’s  pastoral, 
heads  the  16-member  committee  that 
has  guided  formation  of  the  new  organi¬ 
zation  known  as  "Choose  Peace:  Reli¬ 
gious  Leaders  in  Defense  of  Creation.” 

Roman  Catholic  Bishop  Thomas  J. 
Gumbleton  of  Detroit  and  the  Rev. 
Avery  D.  Post,  president  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  have  shared  in  the 
leadership. 

Other  well-known  individuals  on  the 
panel  include  Rabbi  David  Saperstein, 
co-director  of  the  Religious  Action  Cen¬ 
ter  of  Reform  Judaism;  Doris  Anne 
Younger,  a  Baptist  who  is  general  direc¬ 
tor  of  Church  Women  United;  Ron  Sider, 
executive  director  of  Evangelicals  for 
Social  Action;  Jim  Wallis,  editor  of  “So¬ 
journers”  magazine;  Arthur  Waskow,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Shalom  Center; 
Mia  Adjali,  a  United  Methodist  who 
serves  as  chairperson  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  International  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee;  Ed  Snyder,  executive 
secretary  of  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation;  Roman  Catholic 

the 

Clown  ministry  pioneer 
begins  jail  sentence 

SPRINGFIELD,  Ill.  (RNS)— William 
Peckham,  a  former  United  Methodist 
minister  who  developed  a  nationally 
known  clown  ministry,  began  serving  a 
364-day  jail  sentence  in  Springfield,  Ill., 
Jan.  25  after  being  convicted  of  sexually 
abusing  a  14-year-old  boy. 

He  will  be  placed  on  four  years’  proba¬ 
tion  after  his  release  and  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  seek  mental  health  counseling 
and  give  1,000  hours  of  public  service 
work.  He  has  also  been  ordered  not  to 
leave  Illinois  without  approval  of  the 
probation  office  and  not  to  be  in  a  house 
with  a  minor  child  without  an  adult  pres¬ 
ent  during  his  probationary  period. 

Mr.  Peckham  pleaded  guilty  to  three 
criminal  charges  last  year.  He  voluntari¬ 
ly  returned  his  clergy  credentials. 

Religious  communications 
$6,000  grant  awarded 

ORLANDO,  Fla.  (UMNS)— Winner  of 
the  Stoody-West  Fellowship  for  graduate 
study  in  journalism  is  Lynn  Schofield 
Clark,  24,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

She  is  studying  for  a  master  of  arts  in 
religious  communications  at  United 
Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  $6,000  fellowship  is  awarded  by 
United  Methodist  Communications  to  a 


Bishop  Joseph  Sullivan  of  Brooklyn;  and 
United  Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly  of  San  Francisco. 

Bishop  White  said  the  coordinating 
committee  will  be  expanded  to  include 
representatives  of  additional  groups. 

The  bishop  and  other  leaders  in  the  ef¬ 
fort  stressed  that  Choose  Peace  will  not 
be  organized  with  local  chapters  that  du¬ 
plicate  efforts  of  other  groups. 

It  is,  rather,  to  be  composed  of  “prel¬ 
ate-level”  people  who  “should  be  able  to 
influence  agendas  in  their  own  communi¬ 
ties  of  faith,”  and  “make  peacemaking  a 
central,  rather  than  peripheral,  issue.” 

A  statement  released  by  Choose  Peace 
terms  it  “a  diverse  group  of  religious 
leaders  with  a  unified  aim:  To  turn  aside 
the  growing  threats  to  God’s  planet  and 
God’s  people,  and  instead  nurture  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  worldwide  peace  and  justice.” 

Bishop  White  said  he  hopes  “several 
hundred”  individuals  will  respond  to  the 
invitation  to  become  affiliated  with  the 
group.  Each  will  be  asked  to  sign  a  “cov¬ 
enant”  statement  that  says  “our  faith 
compels  us  to  respond”  to  “a  direct  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  foundations  of  our  faith  and, 
literally,  to  the  survival  of  human  civili¬ 
zation.” 

A  primary  method,  the  bishop  said, 
will  be  member  retreats  focused  on 
prayer,  reflection,  and  utilization  of  ex¬ 
isting  networks  in  the  peace  effort.  The 
first  such  retreat  is  scheduled  for  Jan. 
23-26, 1989,  in  Philadelphia. 

Action  programs  will  be  developed  on 
specific  issues.  These  can  include  inter¬ 
action  with  political  leaders,  peace  legis¬ 
lation,  media  activity  and  education 
projects. 


Christian  engaged  in  religious  journal¬ 
ism  or  planning  to  enter  the  field. 

It  honors  the  late  Ralph  Stoody  and 
Arthur  West  of  Dayton.  Dr.  Stoody 
served  1940-64  as  general  secretary  of 
the  Commission  on  Public  Relations  and 
Methodist  Information  of  the  former 
Methodist  Church,  a  predecessor  agency 
of  United  Methodist  Communications. 

Dr.  West  succeeded  Dr.  Stoody  as  head 
of  the  agency;  he  retired  in  1975. 

Korean  mission  director 
appointed  in  South  Central 

HOUSTON  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Bon 
Woong  Koo  of  Houston  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  Korean  mission  director  for  United 
Methodism’s  eight-state  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Koo  began  duties  Feb.  15  as  the 
second  Korean  mission  expert  appointed 
in  a  new  denominational  effort  to  enable 
congregational  development  among  Ko- 
rean-Americans. 

The  Rev.  Poong  Ro  Cha  of  Poughkeep¬ 
sie,  N.Y.,  became  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  mission  superintendent  Oct.  1. 

A  mission  is  a  network  of  Korean- 
American  pastors,  congregations  and 
church  leaders  particularly  responsible 
for  church  development  in  communities 
with  high  concentrations  of  Korean  im¬ 
migrants. 


Structure 
blamed  for 
youth  loss 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  “dismantling” 
in  1968  of  a  national  structure  sup¬ 
porting  Christian  education  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  has  contrib¬ 
uted  to  membership  decline,  a  group 
of  professional  Christian  educators 
were  told  Feb.  12. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Foster,  professor 
of  Christian  education  at  Nashville’s 
Scarritt  Graduate  School,  spoke  to  the 
10-member  governing  board  of  the 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship 
(CEF),  which  is  celebrating  its  20th 
anniversary  this  year. 

Restructuring  of  general  church 
agencies  took  place  near  the  time  The 
Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Churches  formed  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  1968. 

Dr.  Foster  said  the  former  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Education  had  11  persons 
working  in  youth  ministry,  while  to¬ 
day  the  same  unit  has  two. 

“We  need  to  reclaim  youth  ministry 
as  subject  to  Christian  education,”  Dr. 
Foster  said.  “When  youth  left  the 
church  in  the  '60s,  they  didn’t  come 
back. 

"Youth  ministry  was  wrenched  out 
of  the  traditional  structures  of  the 
church  in  1968,  and  a  great  proportion 
of  our  young  persons  turned  to  groups 
such  as  Young  Life  and  Youth  for 
Christ,”  he  continued. 


Delegates  to  receive 
General  Conference  workbooks 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  will  be  receiving  early 
in  March  the  second  portion  of  their  ad¬ 
vance  workbook  for  the  quadrennial  as¬ 
sembly  to  be  held  in  St.  Louis  April 
26-May  6. 

The  first  was  the  1,000-page,  2 ‘/2-pound 
report  from  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee  (see  UMR,  Feb.  19). 

Included  in  the  second  mailing  are 
eight  editions  of  the  advance  “Daily 
Christian  Advocate.”  For  the  first  time 
they  will  include  resolutions  proposed  by 
annual  conferences. 

Despite  this  addition  the  1988  editions 
have  300  fewer  pages  than  in  1984,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Bette  Prestwood,  associate 
editor. 

Scarritt  president  takes 
college  fund-raising  post 

NASHVILLE— The  president  of  UM- 
related  Scarritt  Graduate  School  is  to  be¬ 
come  director  of  institutional  develop¬ 
ment  at  Wesleyan  College  in  Macon,  Ga., 
Junel. 

The  Rev.  Donald  J.  Welch,  Scarritt’s 
chief  executive  since  1980,  is  to  oversee 
fund-raising,  public  relations  and  alum¬ 
nae  affairs  at  the  UM-related  women’s 
college. 
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;  Elementary  Boys  And  Girls 


Exciting  Camping  Opportunities  Offered  Children 


Editor’s  Note: 

This  is  the  third  and  final  article  in  a 
series  on  the  various  camping  opportu¬ 
nities  offered  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  for  Youth  and  Children. 

•  •  • 

Participation  in  the  Conference  camps 
has  been  increasing  in  the  past  few 
years.  One  of  the  reasons  for  this  success 
is  the  dedication  of  the  leaders  of  the 
various  events.  The  value  of  the  camping 
program  for  children  and  youth  is  direct¬ 
ly  related  to  the  interest  by  adults  in  pro¬ 
moting  camping  and  in  participating  as 
counselors  in  the  program. 

Each  of  the  camp  directors  is  seeking 
interested  persons  willing  to  give  a  week 
to  a  camp.  If  you  are  interested  in  serv¬ 
ing  as  a  volunteer  in  one  of  the  camps 
this  summer,  please  contact  the  director 
of  that  camp  or  the  campsite  address 
listed  below. 

The  primary  qualification  for  camp 
counselors  is  an  interest  in  working  with 
children  or  youth  in  an  intensive  setting. 
Specialized  skills  are  helpful  in  all  areas 
such  as  small  group  discussion,  crafts, 
nature  skills,  music  or  recreation,  but  is 
not  imperative.  The  aspect  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  camping  program  which  sets  it 
apart  from  camps  of  other  organizations 
is  the  Christian  commitment  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  counselors.  During  a  week  of 
camp,  the  commitment  of  the  adults  will 
come  forth,  maybe  not  in  a  formal  time 


of  sharing,  but  in  the  relationship  which 
develops  between  the  campers  and  the 
counselors. 

For  years,  the  strength  of  the  camping 
program  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
has  been  the  opportunities  for  children. 
Among  the  three  campsites,  there  are  12 
opportunities  for  elementary  children 
this  summer.  Camp  Istrouma  has  two 
camps  for  boys  and  girls  currently  in 
grades  two  and  three.  The  first  week  of 
"Middle  Elementary  Camp”  is  July  5-7, 
and  will  be  directed  by  Mrs.  Lylln  Craig 
from  Munholland  UMC  in  Metairie.  The 
second  camp  for  this  age  group  will  be 
held  Augyst  8-12,  under  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Terri  Halls  from  St.  Matthew's 
UMC  in  Metairie.  The  emphasis  in  these 
camps  is  on  building  a  small  group  of 
children  working  together.  Both  direc¬ 
tors  are  experienced  with  this  age  level. 

The  ‘‘Older  Elementary  Camps”  at  Is¬ 
trouma  are  for  boys  and  girls  currently 
in  grades  four  and  five.  The  first  oppor¬ 
tunity  is  June  27-July  1.  It  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Steve  Spurlock, 
minister  of  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs 
and  Rev.  John  Johns,  minister  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Sullivan  Memorial  in  Bogalusa. 
Rev.  Scott  Adams,  minister  of  Kentwood 
UMC,  will  direct  a  camp  for  this  age 
group,  July  11-15.  The  final  ‘‘Older  Ele¬ 
mentary  Camp”  will  be  July  25-29,  under 
the  direction  of  Rev.  Dick  Humphries, 
minister  of  St.  Charles  UMC  in  Destre- 


han. 

The  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  (for¬ 
merly  Lake  Charles  District  Camp)  will 
offer  a  “Camp  First  Time”  for  boys  and 
girls  currently  in  the  second  grade.  It 
will  be  directed  by  Rev.  Walter  Parr,  as¬ 
sociate  minister  of  First  UMC,  Lake 
Charles.  This  camp  will  help  first-time 
campers  feel  comfortable  in  the  camp 
setting.  There  will  be  two  camps  for 
boys  and  girls  currently  in  grades  three 
through  five.  The  first  week  will  be  July 
11-15  under  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Ray 
Holt,  pastor  of  the  Wesley-Hackberry 
Charge.  The  final  week,  August  8-12  will 
be  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  and 
David  DeWitt  from  the  Lake  Arthur 
UMC. 

Caney  Conference  Centre  has  a  “Pre- 
campers  Camp”  for  boys  and 
rently  in  grades  two  and  three, 
held  July  22-24.  (NOTE:  This  is  a 
from  the  originally  announced  date. )  Rev. 
Barbara  Duke,  pastor  of  the  Chathara- 
Centerpoint  Charge  will  be  the  director. 
There  are  three  weeks  scheduled  for 
boys  and  girls  currently  in  grades  four 
and  five.  The  first  week  will  be  June  13- 
17,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  James 
McLelland,  pastor  of  Lakeview  UMC  in 
Minden.  This  will  be  followed  by  a  camp 
July  11-15,  directed  by  Rev.  Terral  Lowe, 
minister  of  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  in  Al¬ 
exandria.  The  final  elementary  camp 
will  be  August  1-5,  under  the  direction  of 


Jay  Waalk,  youth  director  of  First  UMC  —  Lake  Charles  District  Office 
in  Minden.  816  Kirkman  Street 

For  more  information  on  any  of  these  Lake  Charles,  LA  70601 
camps  concerning  counselors  or  camp¬ 
ers,  please  contact  the  appropriate  —  Caney  Conference  Centre 
ramDsite.  P -O-  Box  707 


Minden,  LA.  71055 

—  Camp  Istrouma 
P.O.  Box  333 

Greenwell  Springs,  LA  70739 


Springs,  is  the  largest  in  area  of  the  three  camp  settings  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  The  carrtp  has  a  swimming  pool 


of  space  for  recreation.  This  camp  will  be  used  for 
Older  Elementary  Camps  this  summer,  in  addition  to  other 
Youth  camps. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  to  be  Observed 


In  our  world  today,  there  are  many 
reasons  for  sadness,  grief  and  terror, 
such  as  poverty  and  hunger.  We  often 
wonder  how  we  as  a  denomination  can 
turn  sorrow  into  joy  for  those  who  are 
suffering  in  other  regions. 
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SOMEONE  TO  HELP  -  Through  in¬ 
formal  presentations  in  cooperatives, 
women’s  organizations  and  church  youth 
groups,  Bolivian  women  are  learning  to 
cook  low-cost,  high-protein  meals  with 
kidney  beans  and  soybeans  as  substi¬ 
tutes  for  more  expensive,  less  available 
meat  and  milk.  Beans  are  also  promoted 
as  an  additional  source  of  income  as 
they  can  be  grown  locally  and  sold  in 
other  regions  of  the  country.  An  agrono¬ 
mist  and  two  assistants  work  directly 
with  peasants  teaching  cultivation  tech¬ 
niques  and  nutrition  education.  Because 
of  this  UMCOR-supported  project  the 
health  of  infants,  children,  and  pregnant 
and  nursing  mothers  is  improving.  UM- 
COR  works  through  the  Evangelical 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia  and  Inter¬ 
national  Voluntary  Services. 

Potato  Project  Gets 
Pledge  of  Support 

The  Directors  of  the  Society  of  St.  An¬ 
drew  have  announced  that  the  United 
Methodist  Men  of  the  Baltimore  Confer¬ 
ence  have  pledged  to  provide  the  finan¬ 
cial  support  to  salvage  and  distribute  a 
million  meals  of  otherwise  wasted  pota¬ 
toes  during  1988. 

During  1987,  the  Potato  Project  has 
salvaged  and  distributed  over  15  million 
pounds  of  nutritious  potatoes  and  other 
produce.  The  Project  has  developed  into 
an  essential  link  in  the  relief  chain,  chan¬ 
neling  produce  that  otherwise  would  be 
dumped  to  rot,  onto  the  plates  of  our 
country’s  hungry. 

"We  are  pleased  to  see  the  men  getting 
involved  at  such  a  significant  level,” 
Rev.  Kenneth  Horne  said.  “It  is  obvious 
that  they  have  caught  the  vision  of  a 
world  without  hunger.  All  of  us  working 
together  can  turn  that  vision  into  a  reali¬ 
ty.  The  Baltimore  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  are  doing  their  part.” 

For  more  information  on  the  work  of 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew,  or  how  you 
can  get  involved  in  the  fight  against  hun¬ 
ger,  contact  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 
The  address  is  P.O.  Box  329,  Big  Island, 
VA.  24526,  or  phone  (804)  299-5956. 


One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing,  to  be  ob¬ 
served  March  13,  gives  us  an  answer  as 
we  support  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Relief  (UMCOR)  Program  De¬ 
partment  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries, - 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  observed 
in  most  United  Methodist  churches  the 
fourth  Sunday  of  Lent.  This  year’s  theme 
is  “Partners  in  God’s  New  Creation.” 

UMCOR  responds  to  the  needs  of  suf¬ 
fering  people  in  the  United  States  and  80 
other  countries.  The  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering,  which  totaled  more 
than  $2.7  million  in  1986,  provides  the 
structure  that  allows  UMCOR  to  do  its 
work.  The  offering  not  only  helps  in  the 
low  administrative  costs,  but  it  is  the 
largest  amount  of  "undesignated”  money 
raised. 

“Undesignated”  money  means  that  it 
can  be  used  for  any  UMCOR  need  around 
the  world  at  any  time,  to  insure  that 
projects  receive  100  percent  of  what  has 
been  promised  them.  Most  of  the  money 
UMCOR  receives  is  for  designated  Ad¬ 
vance  programs  or  projects.  Week  after 
week  disasters  occur  and  emergencies 
arise  and  no  designated  offering  is  re¬ 
ceived.  Some  UMCOR  projects  are  only 
partially  funded  by  designated  money  re¬ 
ceived,  so  UMCOR  underwrites  those 
with  “undesignated”  money,  such  as  that 
received  from  One  Great  Hour  of  Shar¬ 
ing. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  who  heads  UMCOR, 
has  described  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering  as  the  “the  glue  that  en¬ 
ables  and  sustains  the  complex  network 
. . .  that  serves  as  a  response  mechanism 


for  UMCOR  disaster  relief,  assistance 
for  refugees  and  displaced  persons,  and 
for  programs  which  work  toward  the  al¬ 
leviation  of  world  hunger  and  poverty.” 

Please  remember  the  One  Great  Hour 


HELPING  THE  DISADVANTAGED 
—  The  Korean  Church  Service  Associa¬ 
tion  (KCSA)  has  become  expert  at  put¬ 
ting  the  simple  soybean  to  work.  It 
starts  with  400,000  pounds  of  soybeans 
from  the  Interfaith  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice.  KCSA  then  divides  the  beans  in 
half  so  that  200,000  pounds  are  paid  as 
food-for-work  wages  to  7,035  villagers 


of  Sharing  offering  on  March  13,  so  that 
the  United  Methodists  of  Louisiana  may 
take  part  in  the  serious  sharing  in 
Christ’s  present  ministries  of  feeding  and 
healing  Earth’s  people. 
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who  build  and  repair  cooperative  farms, 
prepare  hillside  pastures  for  livestock, 
and  construct  and  enlarge  farm-to-mar- 
ket  roads  so  that  the  crops  can  be  sold 
for  income.  The  remaining  soybeans  are 
turned  into  a  nutritious  beverage  for 
children  who  attend  daycare  centers  for 
the  disadvantaged. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Annual  Revival  takes  place 
March  13-15,  1988.  Dr.  George  Calvin, 
New  Orleans/Houma  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  is  the  revivalist.  The  theme  for 
the  revival  is  “Catch  the  Fire.”  The  pas¬ 
tor  is  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris.  The  Revival 
sermons  are:  Sunday,  March  13,  6  p.m.  — 
“Catch  the  Fire  —  As  a  Cheerful  Giver”; 
Monday.  March  14,  7  p.m.  —  “Catch  the 
Fire  —  As  a  True  Evangelist”;  and  Tues¬ 
day,  March  15,  7  p.m.  —  “Catch  the  Fire 
—  And  Stand  Firm  with  Faith.” 

*  *  * 

The  Chancel  Choir  at  Palestine  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pineville  sponsored 
a  church-wide  Talent  Show  and  Chili 
Supper  on  February  7,  to  benefit  one  of 
their  church  members,  Dexter  Soileau, 
who  has  cancer.  The  offering  totaled 
$594.00.  Soileau,  a  member  of  the  choir, 
is  receiving  radiation  therapy  at  M.D. 
Anderson  Hospital  in  Houston.  The 
church  has  also  sponsored  a  garage  sale 
and  a  musical  to  help  raise  money  for 
the  family  and  their  expenses.  Rev. 
Steven  Bearden  is  the  minister. 

•  •  • 

The  twelfth  annual  Minister’s  Wives’ 
Retreat  is  scheduled  for  April  8-9  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Led  by  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group,  this  year’s  retreat  will 
explore  the  theme  "Learning  is  Change.” 
Registration  will  begin  at  5  p.m.  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  the  retreat  will  conclude  with 
lunch  on  Saturday.  Participants  are  re¬ 
minded  to  bring  their  own  linens.  The 
cost  of  the  retreat  is  $17.50.  Pre-registra¬ 


tions  must  be  sent  no  later  than  April  1, 
to  Linda  Taylor  at  2512  Margie,  Me¬ 
tairie,  LA.  70003. 

In  late  January,  clergy  couple  Dr. 
James  Walters  Jones  of  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  and 
Rev.  Jennie  Walters  Jones,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  of  Boyce  united  their  congre¬ 
gations  in  an  evening  service  of  celebra¬ 
tion  in  song.  The  10-member  choir  of 
Boyce,  directed  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Barden, 
graduate  of  the  Julliard  Conservatory  of 
Music,  performed  an  hour  musical  in  the 
beautiful  sanctuary  of  Asbury.  Following 
the  performance  of  the  Boyce  Choir, 
both  congregations  broke  bread  together 
in  a  Mexican  feast  provided  by  Asbury. 

•  •  * 

Approximately  70  young  people  from 
First  UMC  Baton  Rouge,  Broadmoor 
UMC  of  Baton  Rouge,  Broadmoor  Bap¬ 
tist  of  Baton  Rouge  and  Zachary  UMC 
participated  in  a  youth  Choir  Festival 
held  at  First  UMC.  The  guest  clinician 
was  Paul  Oakley,  director  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Bach  Society,  professor  of  organ  at 
Bethel  College  (St.  Paul)  and  associate 
editor  of  CREATOR  magazine.  After 
several  hours  of  rehearsal,  the  group 
gave  a  concert  Saturday  night  for  friends 
and  relatives.  Mr.  Oakley  concluded  the 
choral  concert  with  an  outstanding  organ 
recital.  On  Sunday  evening,  Jan.  24.  Mr. 
Oakley  was  guest  organist  for  both 
morning  services  at  First  UMC. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 


New  Orleans  had  a  guest  speaker  during 
their  11  a  m.  service  on  Sunday,  Feb.  21. 
Dr.  Tom  Roote,  Jr.,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Federation 
of  Churches  was  the  speaker.  Dr.  Roote 
is  an  ordained  Southern  Baptist  minister 
who  earned  his  Doctor  of  Education  de¬ 
gree  at  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  in  1967.  Dr.  Kenneth  Jones  is 
the  pastor  at  First  Church. 

The  Administrative  Board  at  St. 
Paul’s  UMC  in  Monroe  has  approved  a 
telecast  of  worship  services.  They  see 
this  opportunity  as  a  positive  outreach  to 
the  community  and  an  alternative  for 
the  bed-ridden,  shut-ins  and  those  in  the 
hospitals.  More  than  100  members  of  the 
congregation  heard  discussions  of  the 
merits  of  a  T.V.  broadcast  of  St.  Paul’s 
Sunday  worship  services,  to  be  aired  on 
KNOE-TV  each  Sunday  from  8:30-9  a.m. 
A  sample  test  program  was  produced  by 
the  station,  as  a  courtesy  to  show  the  Ad- 
ministrative  Board  what  an  actual 
broadcast  would  look  like  Great  care 
has  been  taken  to  hide  the  lights  and  the 
cameras  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
worship  service  for  those  in  attendance. 
Rev.  Dwight  Ramsey  is  the  pastor 
at  St.  Paul’s. 

First  UMC  of  Gueydan  lost  a  good  and 
faithful  member,  Mr.  T.  J.  Doss.  He  was 
100  years  old.  Mr.  Doss  had  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  church  since  1906.  He  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife  Lillian  Daniel  Doss  and 
three  nephews. 


On  CJhe  Way  . . . 
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This  week  I  would  like  to  share  some  quotes  from  Christmas  cards  and  notes. 

:::  Such  wisdom  lingers  through  the  whole  year.  x 

^  i 

j:;  "Redemption,  that  miracle,  is  something  cyclical  and  fleeting;  it  pushes  up  £ 
through  difficulty  and  pain  and  brushes  down  for  a  moment  through  ambiguity,  $ 
&  like  an  angel’s  wing,  on  the  lives  of  enduring,  often  unattractive  people  who  are  $ 
insignificant  in  the  world’s  eyes."  | 

j:|  —  Linda  L.  Moyer  | 

“It  was  into  the  real  world  that  Christ  came  ...  He  comes  to  us,  not  to  shield  :•: 
us  from  the  harshness  of  the  world,  but  to  give  us  the  courage  and  strength  to  :j: 
:•:  bear  it;  not  to  snatch  us  away  by  some  miracle  from  the  conflict  of  life,  but  to 
give  us  peace  ...  His  peace  ...  in  our  hearts,  by  which  we  may  be  calmly 
steadfast  while  the  conflict  rages  and  be  able  to  bring  to  the  torn  world  the 
healing  that  is  peace."  | 

—  William  Temple  § 


UM  Music  Fellowship  holds  First  Workshop 


The  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship.  Music  and  the 
Other  Arts  held  its  first  workshop  on 
Saturday,  January  30  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria.  Ap¬ 
proximately  50  people  were  in  atten¬ 
dance,  representing  churches  from  all 
over  the  state.  Five  different  seminars 
were  held  during  the  morning  covering 
the  areas  of  vocal  training,  organ  impro¬ 
visation  and  hymn  playing,  drama, 
dance,  and  celebrating  the  Black  experi¬ 
ence.  The  afternoon  session  began  with  a 
panel  discussion  on  clergy  and  lay  coop¬ 
eration  in  the  planning  of  worship.  The 
workshop  closed  with  a  service  of  Holy 
Communion. 

During  a  business  session  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  a  set  of  by-laws  was  approved  for  the 
new  organization.  Also,  the  Louisiana 
Fellowship  is  offering  its  cooperation  to 
the  Section  on  Worship  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  the  planning  of 
workshops  and  seminars. 

In  order  to  make  the  council  of  the 
Louisiana  Fellowship  truly  representa¬ 
tive,  the  newly  adopted  by-laws  state 
that  there  shall  be  a  representative  from 
each  of  the  nine  districts  of  the  Louisiana 


Conference.  The  council  is  now  repre¬ 
sented  by  seven  districts:  Alexandria, 
Joseph  Johnson;  Baton  Rouge-Ham- 
mond,  Sidney  Montegudo;  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette,  Phyllis  Wilbert;  Monroe, 
James  Jones,  New  Orleans-Slidell,  Rosa¬ 
lie  Branigan;  Ruston,  McCoy  Ransom; 
and  Shreveport,  Dean  Clark.  We  still 
need  representatives  from  the  Lake 
Charles  and  New  Orleans-Houma  dis¬ 
tricts. 

The  Louisiana  Fellowship  is  interested 
in  helping  other  churches  and  organiza¬ 
tions  sponsor  workshops  or  seminars  and 
plans  on  having  a  yearly  retreat  in  Janu¬ 
ary  over  a  Friday  night  and  Saturday. 
For  further  information  about  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Fellowship,  please  contact  any  of 
the  officers  or  district  representatives. 
The  officers  are:  President,  Franklin 
Poole,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
930  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802; 
Vice-President,  Micky  Cloud,  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  1000  West 
Woodward,  Ruston,  La.  71270;  and  Secre¬ 
tary/Treasurer,  Linda  Kersey,  Broad¬ 
moor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230 
Mollylea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815. 


Annual  Conference  Room  Reservations 


Dick  Anders,  Dean  of  Students  at  Cen¬ 
tenary  College,  announces  that  room 
reservations  for  the  1988  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  June  6-9,  will  be  mailed  to  all  lay 


and  clergy  delegates  immediately  after 
Easter. 

Room  rates  will  remain  the  same  as 
last  year. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Blanche  Davidson  Johnston,  wife  ston,  died  February  16,  1988.  She  was  86 
of  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Warren  John-  years  old. 
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Have  we  ‘abdicated  our  youth’? 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


MARCH  4,  1988 


Valid  insights  sometimes  come 
wrapped  in  questionable  conclusions. 

Such  is  the  case  with  recent  comments 
linking  United  Methodism’s  20-year 
membership  decline  to  its  outreach,  or 
lack  thereof,  to  youth. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Foster,  professor  of 
Christian  education  at  Scarritt  Graduate 
School,  told  members  of  the  Christian 
Educators  Fellowship  governing  board 
that  large  numbers  of  youth  left  the  UMC 
after  the  church  changed  its  organization¬ 
al  structure  in  1968  (see  UMR,  Feb.  26). 

As  part  of  that  reorganization,  the 
church  ‘wrenched"  youth  ministry  from 
its  traditional  identity  as  an  extension  of 
Christian  education.  Dr.  Foster  said. 

Consequently,  he  said,  many  young  peo¬ 
ple  left  the  church  in  the  1960s  for  groups 
such  as  Young  Life  and  Youth  for  Christ. 

Dr.  Foster  concluded.  “There’s  our 
membership  loss.  We  as  a  church  abdi¬ 
cated  our  youth.” 

We  question  the  first  part  of  that  con¬ 
clusion.  But  we  find  the  second  part  pro¬ 
vocative  and  worthy  of  further  reflection. 

It  is  unrealistic  to  trace  our  church’s 
membership  decline  can  be  traced  to  any 
single  cause  such  as  a  1968  change  in  or¬ 
ganization  for  youth  ministry. 

United  Methodism,  like  other  mainline 
Protestant  denominations,  has  experi¬ 
enced  the  impact  of  countless  changes 
dating  from  the  turbulent  1960s.  That  in¬ 
cludes  the  pervasive  questioning  of,  and 
frequent  rebellion  against,  society’s  tra¬ 
ditional  institutions,  including  the 
church,  by  young  people. 

It’s  absurd  to  imply,  as  Dr.  Foster  does, 
that  leaving  the  church’s  organizational 
machinery  untouched  would  have  insulat¬ 
ed  the  church  from  that  rebellion,  or  that 
tinkering  with  it  now  would  automatical¬ 
ly  turn  our  membership  loss  around. 

It’s  a  much  different  matter,  howev¬ 
er,  and  more  on  target,  to  suggest  that 
we  in  the  church  may  have  “abdicated 
our  youth,”  that  is,  tended  to  be  less- 


than-intentional  about  sharing  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  with  our  young  people. 

While  that  abdication  alone  doesn't 
account  for  the  loss  of  nearly  two  mil¬ 
lion  members,  it  reflects  part  of  an  un¬ 
derlying,  more  basic  problem 
contributing  to  that  loss:  an  indifferent 
attitude  about  sharing  the  faith,  not  just 
with  youth,  but  with  anyone. 

The  generally  low  number  of  youth  in¬ 
volved  in  church  activities  is  but  one 
part  of  the  basis  for  that  observation. 
Even  more  telling  is  the  low  level  of  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  faith  in  general,  and 
of  our  Methodist  tradition  in  particular, 
typically  shown  by  young  people  who  do 
come  to  church. 

The  latter  is  fundamentally  a  problem, 
not  of  organization,  but  of  attitude  and 
spirit:  the  urgency  which  adult  Christians 
attach  to  teaching  and  modeling  the  faith 
to  the  next  generation  of  disciples. 

The  all-too-common  assumption  that 
young  people,  or  anyone,  can  "pick  up"  a 
vital  grasp  of  the  faith  by  osmosis,  that  is, 
without  active  involvement  in  their  lives 
by  more  experienced  Christians,  is 
indeed  an  illusory  form  of  abdication. 

It  should  be  no  surprise  that,  where 
such  an  assumption  prevails,  there’s  both 
a  low  level  of  youth  involvement  in  and/ 
or  knowledge  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  a 
correspondingly  low  level  of  overall 
congregational  vitality  and  enthusiasm. 

By  contrast,  where  older,  more  mature 
Christians  place  a  high  priority  on  out¬ 
reach  to  youth,  the  experience  of  count¬ 
less  congregations  shows  the  readiness 
and  eagerness  of  young  people  to  respond. 

Such  congregations  also  are  likely  to  be 
growing  in  other  respects  as  a  predictable 
consequence  of  an  activist  attitude  to¬ 
ward  sharing  the  faith  with  others. 

Has  your  congregation  “abdicated  its 
youth”?  If  so,  what  are  you  willing  to  do 
about  it?  If  not,  what  relationship,  if  any, 
can  you  see  between  your  congregation’s 
outreach  to  youth  and  its  overall  vitality? 


Healing  of  liberal- conservative  split  needed 


To  the  Editor: 

One  very  unfortunate  situation  in  our 
nation  is  the  mistrust  and  bitterness  that 
exists  between  those  who  call  them¬ 
selves  liberals  and  those  who  call  them¬ 
selves  conservatives. 

Sadly,  this  divisiveness  sometimes  af¬ 
fects  churches. 

As  Christians,  we  should  lead  out  in 
showing  respect  for  those  with  whom  we 
differ  by  avoiding  abrasive  rhetoric  and 
not  believing  every  unproven  rumor. 

Positive  effort  on  behalf  of  what  we 
believe  is  right  should  be  more  effective 
than  negative  criticism  of  what  we  be¬ 
lieve  to  be  wrong. 

Abrasive  language  only  makes  the  oth¬ 
er  side  more  determined. 

Both  liberals  aqd  conservatives  need 
the  saving  power  of  Jesus  Christ.  And 
surely,  if  all  of  us  who  profess  to  be 
Christians  would  try  harder  to  apply  His 
teaching  to  every  area  of  our  lives,  we 
would  be  a  powerful  influence  in  the  life 
of  our  nation.  Paul  Jameson 

Holton,  Kansas 

Don’t  help  bear! 

To  the  Editor: 

Nicaraguan  Protestants  want  the 
churches  to  pray  that  Congress  will  cut 
off  aid  to  the  contras.  For  good  or  evil,  it 
appears  their  prayer  has  been  answered. 

Let’s  also  pray  that  Russia  will  stop 
arming  the  Sandinistas.  Like  the  old  song 
says,  “0  Lord,  if  you  won’t  help  me,  for 
goodness  sake  don’t  help  that  bear." 

Hugh  Wilson 
Cosby,  Tennessee 

Disappointed  in  priority 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  much  disappointed  that  the 
subject  of  homosexuality  is  apparently 
going  to  be  a  priority  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

I  feel  that  the  privacy  of  one’s  own  sex 
life  is  not  the  concern  of  others. 


Here  I  Stand 

Showing  respect  toward  each  other 
should  be  General  Conference  aim 


By  M.  KENT  MILLARD 

In  his  recent  book,  "The  Different 
Drum,  Community  Making  and  Peace” 
(Simon  and  Schuster,  1987),  Scott  Peck 
tells  a  story  about  a 
Catholic  monastery 
that  had  fallen  on 
hard  times. 

The  order  had  lost 
all  of  its  branch 
houses  and  only  five 
elderly  monks  were 
left  in  the  decaying 
mother  house  M.  Kent  Millard 

A  rabbi  from  a  nearby  town  often 
came  to  the  woods  near  the  monastery 
for  prayer  and  contemplation.  On  one 
such  visit  the  abbot  went  out  to  visit  the 
rabbi  to  seek  his  advice  for  the  dying  or¬ 
der.  The  rabbi  could  only  commiserate 
with  him  and  said: 

“I  know  how  it  is.  The  spirit  has  gone 
out  of  my  people,  too.” 

They  prayed  together 

So  the  old  abbot  and  the  old  rabbi  read 
the  Torah  and  wept  and  prayed  together. 
However,  before  they  parted,  the  rabbi 
gave  the  abbot  one  word  of  wisdom. 

The  only  thing  I  can  tell  you,”  he  said, 
"is  that  the  Messiah  is  one  of  you.” 

When  the  abbot  returned  to  the  monas¬ 
tery  his  fellow  monks  gathered  around 
and  asked  what  the  rabbi  said.  He  said: 
"We  just  read  the  Torah  and  wept  and 
prayed  together  but  as  I  left,  he  said 
something  that  I  don’t  quite  understand, 
that  the  Messiah  is  one  of  us.” 
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In  the  days  that  followed,  all  of  the 
monks  brooded  over  the  rabbi’s  state¬ 
ment.  Could  it  be  true?  they  wondered. 
And,  if  so,  who?  Do  you  suppose  he 
meant  the  abbot?  Possibly. 

Could  he  have  meant  Brother 
Thomas?  Certainly  he  didn’t  mean 
Brother  Elred!  Elred  is  crotchety  at 
times  and  often  a  thorn  in  our  flesh  but, 
come  to  think  of  it,  he’s  usually  right  in 
his  opinions. 

Could  it  be  Brother  Philip?  No,  he’s  so 
passive.  But  he’s  always  there  for  you— 
maybe  it  is  Brother  Philip.  Could  he  have 
meant  me?  Surly  not  me— I’m  just  an  or¬ 
dinary  person.  I  couldn’t  be  that  much 
for  God,  could  I? 

As  they  contemplated  on  this  matter 
the  old  monks  began  to  treat  each  other 
with  extraordinary  respect  on  the  off 
chance  that  one  of  them  just  might  be 
the  one  the  Messiah  was  working 
through. 

A  new  seriousness 

And  on  the  off  chance  that  each  monk 
himself  might  be  the  one,  they  began  to 
take  their  devotions  more  seriously  and 
treat  themselves  with  extraordinary  re¬ 
spect. 

People  from  the  village  nearby  often 
came  to  picnic  on  the  lawn  of  the  monas¬ 
tery  and,  now  and  then,  to  wander  into 
the  dilapidated  chapel  to  meditate. 

As  they  did  so,  they  sensed  the  aura  of 
extraordinary  respect  that  had  begun  to 
surround  the  five  old  monks  and  perme¬ 
ate  the  atmosphere. 

They  detected  something  strangely  at¬ 
tractive  about  the  monastery  and  more 
and  more  people  came  to  picnic,  to  play 
and  to  pray.  Then  it  happened  that  some 
of  the  younger  men  started  to  talk  with 
the  old  monks  and  after  a  while  one 
asked  if  he  could  join  them. 

Then  another  and  another,  until  within 
a  few  years  the  monastery  had  once 
again  become  a  thriving  order  and  a  vi¬ 
brant  center  of  light  and  spirituality. 

That  story  seems  to  me  to  be  a  para¬ 
ble  of  the  situation  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church. 

Because  of  our  continuing  loss  of 
membership  and  the  closing  of  churches, 


we  have  become  a  declining  religious  or¬ 
der  in  the  United  States.  When  we  gather 
at  General  Conference,  we  often  become 
crotchety  with  each  other  and  blame  one 
another  for  the  condition  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation. 

What  would  happen  if  we  believed  that 
the  Messiah  was  speaking  through  one  of 

us? 

What  would  happen  if  we  began  to 
treat  each  other  with  extraordinary  re¬ 
spect  because  we  recognize  that  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  God  might  be  speaking  through  any 
one  of  us? 

What  would  happen  if  people  took 
their  devotional  lives  more  seriously  on 
the  off  chance  that  God  might  be  speak¬ 
ing  through  them? 

Drawn  to  new  atmosphere 

If  those  outside  the  church  (whom 
we’re  trying  to  reach  with  God's  Good 
News)  began  to  see  that  even  though  we 
might  disagree  with  each  other  on  issues, 
we  treat  each  other  with  such  respect 
and  love,  they  might  be  drawn  to  join 
with  us  because  of  the  new  atmosphere 
surrounding  us. 

Wouldn’t  it  be  wonderful  if  the  news 
articles  that  came  out  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  reported  on  the  high  degree  of 
respect  people  with  differing  opinions  had 
for  each  other  rather  than  the  caustic 
things  they  had  said  about  people  with 
whom  they  disagreed? 

When  the  disciples  quarreled  over  who 
would  be  at  the  right  hand  and  the  left 
hand  of  Jesus  in  the  New  Kingdom,  Jesus 
called  them  to  him  and  said,  “Whoever 
would  be  great  among  you  must  be  your 
servant,  and  whoever  would  be  first 
among  you  must  be  slave  of  all”  (Mark 
10:34). 

My  prayer  is  that  the  delegates  to 
General  Conference  will  listen  to  each 
other  with  such  respect  and  serve  each 
other  with  love,  that  a  new  spirit  of 
Christian  unity  and  peace  would  charac¬ 
terize  our  church  and  our  future. 

Then,  once  again,  people  might  be 
drawn  to  the  Christian  faith  because  they 
could  “see  how  those  Christians  love 
each  other.” 


The  use  of  our  tax  money  for  destruc¬ 
tion  and  massive  suffering  in  Central 
America  is  a  concern.  Bloated  U.S.  cor¬ 
porate  profits  from  exploited  workers  in 
South  Africa  and  other  third  world  coun¬ 
tries  is  a  concern. 

Building  weapons  that  jeopardize  life 
on  this  planet  is  a  concern.  Pollution  of 
our  environment  is  a  concern.  Allowing 
conditions  that  cause  hungry,  homeless, 
jobless,  despairing  people  in  our  land  is  a 
maltreatment  of  Jesus  himself. 

Are  we  interested  in  loving  our  fellow- 
man  or  peeping  between  the  sheets  to  tit¬ 
illate  the  baser  nature  of  our  own  egos? 
Let’s  get  our  priorities  straight. 

Nancy  Rubin 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Debate  is  vitally  important 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
church  I  believe  that  the  current  debate 
concerning  homosexuality  may  be  un¬ 
pleasant,  but  it  is  vitally  important. 

I  know  from  personal  experience  the 
dejection  and  horror  the  church  can  in¬ 
still  in  an  adolescent  coming  to  realize 
and  face  his  own  sexuality.  The  “Chris¬ 
tian”  attitude  toward  homosexuality  as  I 
was  growing  up  led  me  to  hate  myself, 
hide  myself,  consider  suicide  and  ulti¬ 
mately  turn  away  from  the  church. 

Although  I  left  the  church,  I  could  not  re¬ 
nounce  my  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  nor  could  I 
rid  myself  of  my  longing  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  of  the  church  and  the  affirmation  of 
God’s  love  which  it  provides.  In  a  series  of 
stops  and  starts  I  prayed  and  began  explor¬ 
ing  what  is  known  about  homosexuality 
and  the  church’s  attitude  toward  it. 

I  have  slowly  come  to  believe  that  sexu¬ 
al  orientation,  whether  heterosexual  or  ho¬ 
mosexual,  is  not  a  matter  of  choice,  but  is 
determined  either  before  or  so  soon  after 
birth  that  choice  is  irrelevant.  In  either 
case,  one’s  sexual  orientation  is  not  sinful. 

I  further  believe  that  incorrect  trans¬ 
lations  and  misinterpretations  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  have  led  the  church  to  condemn 
homosexuality  unjustly,  have  fed  preju- 


Pontius'  Puddle 


AS  WE.  LOOK  AHEAD  TO 
EASTER,  WE  ARE  REMINDED 
THAT  WHAT  WE  &AINED  SO 
JOVFOLLV  A J  CHRISTMAS, 
WE  MOST  NOW  LOSE  WITH 
SOBERING-  AND 
ANl&OlSH. 


Are  semantics  dividing  us? 


By  EDITH  LANSTROM 
Recently  I  attended  a  district-spon¬ 
sored  workshop  titled  “Commission  on 
Status  and  Role  of  Women.” 

With  positive  anticipation,  I  had 
looked  forward  to  this  workshop.  In  my 
innocence  I'd  thought  that  the  workshop 
would  guide  me  down  new  avenues  of 
servanthood  throughout  the  church. 

Instead,  I  found  exclusiveness  and  po¬ 
larization  hidden  under  the  term  inclu¬ 
siveness. 

After  each  person  introduced  herself 
or  himself,  one  of  the  group  leaders  men¬ 
tioned  nurturing  feminine  characteris¬ 
tics  such  as  tenderness  in  male  and 
female  in  order  to  save  the  world  from 
destruction.  I  agreed  with  her. 

However,  after  that  remark,  the  lead¬ 
ers  talked  of  nothing  but  using  inclusive 
instead  of  exclusive  terms  in  the  Bible. 
But  I  did  not  hear  that  inclusiveness 
when  God  was  described  as  “Her”  or 
"She.”  or  when  a  woman  pastor  said  that 
when  her  congregation  sang  the  hymn 
“Faith  of  Our  Fathers,”  she  prefaced  the 
singing  by  saying  "Don’t  forget  it  could 
be ‘Faith  of  Our  Mothers.’  ” 

The  polarization  went  beyond  the  sex¬ 
ist  level.  A  male  member  of  the  group 


dices  and  misunderstanding,  and  have 
created  oppression  and  misery  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  God’s  children. 

The  Bible  tells  us  that  the  truth  shall 
set  us  free.  I  pray  that  all  Christians  will 
seek  the  truth  in  this  issue  and  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  guide  us,  give  us  love  and 
forgiveness  toward  each  other  and  open 
our  hearts  and  minds. 

May  we  all  be  set  free  to  be  more  lov¬ 
ing,  accepting,  and  powerful  ambassa¬ 
dors  of  the  Good  News  of  Jesus’  love. 

Frank  Stegall 
Dallas,  Texas 

Double  standard  rejected 

To  the  Editor: 

Do  we  want  a  double  standard  in  the 
character  of  our  ordained  ministers? 
Can  we  remove  the  ban  against  the  ordi¬ 
nation  and  appointment  of  “self-avowed 
practicing  homosexuals”  without  an  in¬ 
stantaneous  double  standard? 

If  we  ordain  practicing  homosexuals, 
are  we  not  giving  approval  to  sexual  activ¬ 
ity  outside  of  marriage?  Can  we  say  this  is 
OK  for  homosexuals,  but  not  for  hetero¬ 
sexuals?  Do  we  really  want  such  a  double 
standard?  If  not,  how  do  we  avoid  it? 

Is  the  ultimate  goal  the  elimination  of 
all  standards  of  sexual  morality  for  all 
ordained  ministers?  Would  the  General 
Conference  ever  presume  to  repeal  one 
of  the  Ten  Commandments?  What  is  the 
goal  in  all  of  this? 

I  strongly  support  the  current  official 
policies  of  our  church,  including  whole¬ 
hearted  support  for  a  compassionate, 
caring  ministry  among  homosexuals. 

However,  regarding  ordination,  we  dare 
not  evade  the  above-stated  crucial  ques¬ 
tions.  They  are  reasonable  and  they  are  re¬ 
spectful  of  Scripture,  tradition,  and 
experience  in  the  broad  expanse  of  Judeo- 
Christian  history.  I  have  heard  no  credible 
and  acceptable  answers  to  these  questions. 

It  is  my  earnest  prayer  that  the  1988 
General  Conference  shall  stand  solidly  for 
biblical  standards  of  moral  integrity.  I  urge 
the  delegates  to  reject  overwhelmingly  all 
proposals  that  would  tend  to  create  a  dou¬ 
ble  standard  of  sexual  morality  within  the 


ordained  ministry  of  our  church. 

William  Wesley  Roughton 
Melbourne,  Florida 

‘Amen’  is  appropriate 

To  the  Editor: 

I  would  like  to  respond  to  Mrs.  Jeff  L. 
Anderson  of  Pampa,  Texas  whose  letter 
was  printed  in  the  Feb.  5  issue.  She  writes 
to  disagree  with  Tim  Morrison  and  ex¬ 
press  her  approval  of  applause  in  worship. 

"Amen”  and  applause  are  not  synony¬ 
mous.  I  wonder  if  Mrs.  Anderson  has 
ever  applauded  at  the  end  of  a  prayer 
that  expressed  her  concerns  and  feel¬ 
ings?  Would  she  consider  clapping  in  the 
middle  of  a  sermon  if  the  preacher  made 
a  point  that  she  especially  agreed  with? 

The  use  of  "amen”  during  a  sermon  or 
prayer,  or  after  a  special  choir  number 
is  an  appropriate  expression  of  praise 
and  thanksgiving. 

When  we  give  this  up  and  use  applause 
to  express  our  feelings  we  run  the  risk  of 
forgetting  that  our  praise  and  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  is  not  directed  to  the  speaker  or  the 
musicians,  but  to  God. 

Dana  Sanderson  Holden 
Fallston,  North  Carolina 

Praise  God  for  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  letter  in  the 
Jan.  29  Reporter  from  Mike  O’Reilly 
stating  that  he  and  his  family  left  United 
Methodism  because  they  were  not  told 
what  to  believe. 

In  my  own  experience,  the  fact  that 
United  Methodists  don’t  dictate  what  I 
must  believe  is  the  very  thing  that  draws 
me  to  the  church  rather  than  drives  me 
away.  I  grew  up  in  a  very  fundamental 
church  and  as  that  church  became  more 
rigid  and  more  dictatorial  in  doctrine  I 
was  driven  farther  away. 

I  praise  God  every  Sunday  for  my  lo¬ 
cal  UMC  preacher  who  tells  me  to  use 
my  mind  as  well  as  my  heart  and  my 
emotions  to  decide  for  myself  how  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  message  from  God’s  Word. 

Colleen  Campbell 
Bedford,  Texas 


My  Witness 

New  hymnal,  like  the  ‘old,’  wiU  be  a  gift 


made  a  derogatory  remark  about  “fun¬ 
damentalists,  full-gospel  ‘Christians.’  ” 
To  my  amazement,  I  heard  myself  say, 
“Wait,  although  those  people  may  inter¬ 
pret  their  beliefs  differently  than  you  or 
I.  they  are  children  of  God  and  your  com¬ 
ment  negates  their  worth.”  His  response: 
"You  weren't  there  and  you  didn’t  hear 
how  he  talked  to  me.” 

I  left  the  room  feeling  lonely,  discour¬ 
aged  and  wondering  if  it  were  possible  to 
get  so  caught  up  in  semantics  that  we 
forget  to  let  the  spirit  of  God  radiate 
through  our  lives.  Such  a  spirit  demands 
that  we  minister  to  all  people,  including 
both  feminists  and  fundamentalists. 

I  question  where,  and  if,  I  fit  into  this 
exclusive-inclusive  church  environment. 

■Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church. 

This  week's  contributors  are  the  Rev. 
M.  Kent  Millard,  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mitchell.  S.D.  (South 
Dakota  Annual  Conference),  and  Edith 
Lanstrom.  a  member  of  Antioch  United 
Methodist  Church.  Antioch.  California 
(Calif ornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference). 


By  DANIEL  R.  CAMPBELL 

We  can  only  know  what  is  real,  what  is 
true,  what,  even,  may  be  love,  when  it  is 
incarnate. 

Our  hymnal,  my  hymnal,  is  now  20 
years  old  or  just  a  bit  more.  It  is  also 
about,  no,  not  to  die,  but  take  a  new 
form.  Yet  its  current  life  is  very  pre¬ 
cious  to  me.  I  write  then,  in  memory  of 
its  gift  and  for  the  hope  of  its  future. 

The  mid-1960s  in  south  central  Los  An¬ 
geles  were  years  of  ravage  and  rage.  The 
Watts  riot  of  1965  was  what  the  world 
saw.  We  lived  there. 

The  refuge  of  my  life  was  our  little  lo¬ 
cal  church.  Once  a  pioneer  class  meeting 
in  Southern  California  a  century  before, 
it  was  now  a  struggling  band  of  commu- 
nity-in-transition  folk  determined  not  to 
die.  Even  more,  it  was  determined  to  be 
the  first  truly  bilingual,  bicultural  His¬ 
panic/Anglo  church  of  our  conference. 

We  bought  a  new  hymnal 

Now  we  had  to  buy  a  new  hymnal. 
Wasn’t  the  “blue  book”  good  enough? 

Amidst  this,  my  mother  knew  where 
my  heart  and  happiness  were— in  music. 
So  for  my  14th  birthday  she  sent  off  to 
Cokesbury  for  a  copy  of  the  new  hym¬ 
nal— for  me.  It  was  to  be  mine,  my  own, 
the  endowment  for  my  inheritance. 

It  was  a  big  gift.  Money  was  less  than 
scarce  and  her  life  in  a  wheelchair  cir¬ 
cumscribed  what  she  might  find  and  buy. 
But  this  was  it,  inscribed:  "For  Dan  with 
love.  May  you  forever  make  a  joyful 
noise.  Mom.  December  3.  Anno  Domini 
1966.” 

That  hymnal  has  now  been  hauled 
around  over  the  desert  southwest,  the 
whole  of  the  Los  Angeles  sprawl,  been  to 
weddings,  to  convocations  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts,  and  even  now  has 
been  carted  off  to  Kansas  City. 

It  was  this  book  which  I  held  in  my 
hands,  eight  years  after  it  was  given  to 
me,  to  sing  at  my  mother’s  funeral:  "O 
God  our  help  in  ages  past,  our  hope  for 
years  to  come”  and  “Love  divine,  all 
loves  excelling,  joy  of  heaven  to  earth 
come  down  . . .  Finish  then  thy  new  cre¬ 
ation  .  .  .  Changed  from  glory  into  glo¬ 
ry,  Till  in  heaven  we  take  our  place,  Till 
we  cast  our  crowns  before  Thee,  Lost  in 
wonder,  love  and  praise." 

It  was  this  book,  laid  in  the  cargo 
space  of  my  Jeep,  which  flew  out  the 
back  window  when  the  Jeep  and  I  were 
upended  in  an  accident  in  Phoenix.  The 
Jeep  was  crushed,  landing  on  its  roof. 

I  walked  away  and  the  hymnal  sat 
mid-street,  scarred,  but  ready  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  to  wherever  it  was  needed  next. 

The  spine  is  nearly  shot.  The  edges  of 
the  pages  are  water-spotted  by  rain.  But 
it  holds  together.  It  sits  before  me  as  I 
prepare  a  service,  it  demands  whatever  I 


can  give  at  a  keyboard,  sharing  its  power 
when  I’m  in  pain,  giving  its  glory  when 
I’m  in  grief,  running  and  chasing  when 
I’m  in  joy.  It  touches  and  tags  my  life: 
‘‘I’ve  found  a  Friend,  O  such  a  Friend.” 

In  a  few  months  we  will  have,  I  hope,  a 
new  hymnal.  (Not  that  there  isn’t  one  as 
far  as  the  Hymnal  Committee  is  con¬ 
cerned,  but  the  vote’s  not  in.)  There  is  an 
energy,  an  anticipation  to  see  and  sing 
what  it  will  be  and  become. 

We  need  a  fresh  resource 

We  need  a  fresh  resource  for  our  life 
together  as  a  whole  people  of  God.  Other 
folk  will  demand  why,  complain  about 
the  changes,  wail  at  the  cost  and  demand 
to  keep  what  they  have. 

But  I  know  a  secret,  a  secret  that  lies 
in  the  memory  of  what  I  know  and  love. 

God  will  make  us  a  new  gift,  to  hold 
and  have  well-worn,  to  be  full  of  the 
grace  which  is  yet  to  come. 

May  we  forever  make  a  joyful  noise 
unto  the  Lord. 

" My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 


life.  Daniel  Campbell  is  a  student  at 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology.  Kansas 
City.  Mo.  (Missouri  West  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P'.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. . 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  leach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS.: 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  0L0  AND  NEW. 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR/ 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  ot 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  77  •  El  Paso.  ARK  72045 
501-849-2131 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation  s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 

"Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry"  (214)  630-6495 
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Delegates  to  General  Conference 
say  leave  sexuality  language  alone 

_  , , to  the  ban  on  ordination  of  homosex-  Piftv-nine  of  the  241  written  coi 


Views  on  Homosexuality 

(659  of  996  delegates  responding) 

Should  the  current  statement  In  the  United  Methodist  Social  Principles  affirming  homosex- 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Most  delegates  to  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  1988  General  Conference  don’t  want 
any  changes  in  the  denomination’s  stands 
on  homosexuality,  a  United  Methodist 
Reporter  poll  has  found. 

Of  the  659  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  who  responded  to  the  poll  last 
month  — nearly  70  percent  of  those 
polled— three-fourths  said  they  felt  the 
church  should  "maintain  as  is”  its  posi¬ 
tion  that  the  practice  of  homosexuality  is 
‘‘incompatible  with  Christian  teaching,” 
its  prohibition  against  ordination  of  self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals,  and  the 
ban  on  using  UM  funds  “to  promote  the 
acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

“I  have  voted  on  this  issue  at  three 
previous  General  Conferences  and  have 
not  changed  my  mind,”  a  delegate  from 
the  Memphis  Annual  Conference  re¬ 
sponded.  “I  believe  the  present  wording 
to  be  clear  and  correct.” 

But  responses  from  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  five  U.S.  regions  showed  strong 
geographic  differences  on  how  delegates 
approach  the  three  topics  (see  tables). 

Positions  powerfully  felt 

A  delegate  from  the  Kentucky  confer¬ 
ence  (Southeastern  Jurisdiction)  wrote 
on  the  poll  questionnaire,  “If  the  present 
phrases  are  not  maintained,  there  will  be 
a  mass  exodus  from  the  church.  I  do  not 
treat  lightly  what  lay  people,  pastors  and 
district  superintendents  are  saying  all 
across  the  Southeast.  The  General  Con- 
'  ference  must  not  treat  lightly  the  ‘grass 
roots’  of  this  great  church.  If  we  do,  we 
are  done  as  a  moving  force  within  the 
mainstream  of  America  and  the  world.” 

But  a  delegate  from  the  Califomia-Ne- 
vada  conference  (Western  Jurisdiction) 
wrote,  "The  issue  is  powerfully  felt  in 


our  annual  conference.  Many  support  the 
elimination  of  the  existing  language 
from  the  Book  of  Discipline." 

Fears  about  losing  members  or  split¬ 
ting  the  9.7-million-member  denomina¬ 
tion  were  expressed  by  31  of  the  241 
delegates  who  wrote  comments  on  their 
questionnaires. 

Seventeen  delegates  mentioned  that 
they  had  not  received  one  comment  from 
a  church  member  advocating  any 
changes  in  the  current  United  Methodist 
positions  on  homosexuality. 

3  questions  asked 

The  poll  asked  delegates  three  ques¬ 
tions: 

•  Should  the  current  statement  in  the 
UM  Social  Principles  affirming  homo¬ 
sexual  people  as  “individuals  of  sacred 
worth”  but  declaring  the  practice  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  “incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching”  be  maintained  as  is, 
eliminated  or  changed  in  some  way? 

•Should  church  law  prohibiting  the 
ordination  or  appointment  of  “self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals”  be 
maintained  as  is,  eliminated  or  changed 
in  some  way? 

•  Should  the  rule  against  funds  from 
denominational  agencies  being  given  to 
any  “gay”  group  or  being  used  “to  pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality” 
be  maintained  as  is,  eliminated  or 
changed  in  some  way? 

Of  the  51  delegates  wanting  to  modify 
the  Social  Principles  statement  on  homo¬ 
sexuality,  37  would  drop  the  phrase  de¬ 
scribing  that  lifestyle  as  “incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching.”  That  would 
leave  the  statement  saying  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  are  individuals  of  sacred  worth 
who  deserve  the  ministry  of  the  church. 

The  most  commonly  suggested  change 


to  the  ban  on  ordination  of  homosex¬ 
uals— seven  of  17  offering  proposals— fa¬ 
vored  elimination  of  "self-avowed”  from 
the  statement. 

On  the  funding  issue,  a  delegate  from 
the  Western  North  Carolina  conference 
said,  "Question  3  is  very  hard  to  answer. 
There  may  be  an  opportunity  for  the 
UMC  to  help  fund  AIDS-related  minis¬ 
tries  and  be  in  violation  of  the  current 
language.  Somehow  we  need  to  look  at 
each  opportunity  with  the  current  lan¬ 
guage  as  the  base.” 

Thirty-two  delegates  said  they  feel  the 
position  should  be  changed  to  allow  the 
use  of  church  money  for  study  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  education  about  the  topic. 

Answers  show  feeling 

Instructions  with  the  poll  specifically 
pointed  out  that  delegates  were  being 
asked  their  feelings,  not  how  they  plan  to 
vote  on  specific  items  that  may  be 
brought  before  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  assembly  April  26-May  6  in 
St.  Louis. 

Several  delegates  noted  on  their  ques¬ 
tionnaires  that  they  don’t  know  how  they 
will  vote. 

Others,  many  of  whom  indicated  that 
they  favor  eliminating  the  current 
stands  on  homosexuality,  said  they  nev¬ 
ertheless  will  probably  vote  to  maintain 
the  positions.  They  said  they  want  to 
avoid  splitting  the  denomination. 

Seventeen  delegates  returned  ques¬ 
tionnaires  but  declined  to  answer  the 
three  questions. 

"I  have  an  uneasy  feeling  about  having 
this  type  of  survey  result  shown  to  the  to¬ 
tal  church  prior  to  General  Conference,” 
a  delegate  from  Wisconsin  wrote.  “It  is 
only  based  on  feelings  and  not  on  the 
guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  confer¬ 
ence  as  we  pray  will  be  present.” 


Fifty-nine  of  the  241  written  com¬ 
ments  on  questionnaires  lamented  the 
attention  that  homosexuality-related  is¬ 
sues  are  getting. 

Attention  to  topic  lamented 

"I  think  it  is  a  shame  that  this  issue 
will  use  so  much  time  and  color  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  conference  no  matter  what 
other  issues  are  involved,”  wrote  a  dele¬ 
gate  who  did  not  identify  his  or  her  annu¬ 
al  conference.  “Methodists  and  now 
non-Methodists  will  form  their  whole 
opinion  of  our  denomination  on  this  one 
issue.” 

A  delegate  from  the  California-Pacific 
conference  said,  “I  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference  of  1972  in  Atlanta 
where  this  issue  first  surfaced.  I  strongly 
feel  that  too  much  time  has  been  wasted 
on  this  issue.  1  would  like  to  have  other 
issues  considered,  such  as  the  homeless, 
farm  issues,  AIDS,  etc." 

A  delegate  from  the  East  Ohio  confer¬ 
ence  said,  “Many  of  us  would  like  to  put 
it  to  rest  and  get  on  with  the  important 
business  of  the  church,  such  as  winning 
souls  into  Christ’s  kingdom.” 

A  delegate  from  the  North  Central 
New  York  conference  declared,  “There 
should  be  legislation  that  would  prohibit 
this  subject  from  being  considered  again 
for  at  least  three  quadrennia  [12  years].” 

But  a  delegate  from  the  Peninsula 
conference  disagreed.  "We  don’t  have 
enough  complete  answers  about  homo¬ 
sexuality,”  the  delegate  said.  "It  is  a  part 
of  our  humanness  that  needs  to  be  stud¬ 
ied  and  understood  before  any  more  de¬ 
cisions  are  made  about  Christianity  and 
homosexuality.” 

A  delegate  from  the  Iowa  conference 
said,  “Until  we  are  willing  to  name  other 
sins  (such  as  gluttony)  as  incompatible 


compatible  with  Christian  teaching"  be  maintained  as  Is.  eliminated  or  changed  In  some  way? 

Maintained 

Eliminated 

Changed 

No  Ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

77.7% 

11.8% 

7.7% 

2.8% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

(131  of  206  delegates  responding) 

69.5% 

18.3% 

7.6% 

4.6% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

(134  of  182  delegates  responding) 

70.9% 

15.0% 

13.4% 

0.7% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

(121  of  174  delegates  responding) 

80  1% 

11.6% 

5.8% 

2.5% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

(210  of  274  delegates  responding) 

957% 

1.9% 

1.0% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

(46  of  76  delegates  responding) 

34  8% 

34.8% 

26  1% 

4.3% 

Should  church  law  prohibiting 

the  ordination  or  appointment  of  "self-avowed 

1  practicing 

homosexuals"  be  maintained  as  is,  eliminated,  or 

changed  In  some  way? 

Maintained 

Eliminated 

Changed 

No  Ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

78.8% 

15.2% 

2.6% 

3.4% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

73.2% 

19.9% 

0.8% 

6.1% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

72.4% 

21.6% 

4.5% 

1.5% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

80.1% 

14.9% 

2.5% 

2.5% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

94.3% 

1.9% 

2.4% 

1.4% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

39.1% 

45.7% 

4.3% 

10.9% 

Should  the  rule  against  funds  from  denominational  agencies  being  given  to  any  "gay" 

group  or  being  used  “to  promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality" 

be  maintained  as  Is,  elim- 

inated  or  changed  in  some  way? 

Maintained 

Eliminated 

Changed 

No  Ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

72.7% 

15.8% 

8.0% 

3.5% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

61.0% 

23.7% 

10.7% 

4,6% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

67.9% 

19.5% 

10.4% 

2.2% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

75.2% 

14.9% 

6.6% 

3.3% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

91.9% 

1.9% 

3.8% 

2.4% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

28.3% 

50.0% 

17.4% 

4.3% 

with  Christian  teaching  and  oppose  ordi¬ 
nation  for  persons  guilty  of  such  sins,  I 
will  resist  efforts  to  focus  only  on  homo¬ 
sexuality.” 

A  delegate  from  the  North  Texas  con¬ 
ference  said,  “Changes  in  any  of  these 
[three]  sections  of  the  Discipline  at  this 
time  would  send  the  wrong  signal  to  the 
church.  However,  it  is  essential  that  the 
church  struggle  more  intentionally  with 


the  reality  of  the  homosexual  orientation 
and  practice  by  some  persons  in  the 
church." 

As  of  the  Feb.  19  tabulation  deadline, 
at  least  one  delegate  from  all  but  one  of 
the  73  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  had  responded. 

The  659  responses  represent  66.2  per¬ 
cent  of  all  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates. 


Satellite  plots  new  UM  ‘ circuit ’ 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  leaders  charted  a 
new  44,000-mile  circuit  last  week  to  em¬ 
bark  on  yet  another  frontier  for  sharing 
the  church’s  mission. 

The  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television 
Network  (CSTN)  “supplied”  the  new  “cir¬ 
cuit"  with  three  productions  of  its  new 
“video  conferencing”  format.  * 

CSTN  has  been  developed  by  and  will 
be  operated  by  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  “to  provide  quality  re¬ 
ligious  programs,  workshops,  and  train¬ 
ing  events  for  pastors,  church  members, 
.  and  church  professionals,”  said  the  Rev. 
H.  Claude  Young,  Jr.,  vice  president  of 
the  UMPH  publishing  division. 


NEEDED:  A  SPONSOR 
TO  HELP  ME 


YASHODA,  age  9,  has  known 
poverty  all  of  her  life.  Her  parents 
are  coolies,  or  common  daily  la¬ 
borers.  Together,  they  might  earn 
50  cents  a  day.  Yashoda  has 
been  accepted  at  a  Christian  or¬ 
phanage  in  India. 

You  could  sponsor  her  or  an¬ 
other  child  like  her  in  one  of  our 
71  Christian  orphanages  in  11 
countries  where  WORLD'S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  administers  to  their 
needs.  The  cost:  Just  $13  a 
month.  That’s  less  than  44  cents 
a  day  to  provide  spiritual  as  well 
as  physical  food  for  a  destitute 
child. 

You  will  receive  full  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  child  including  photo, 
name  and  address,  plus  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  work  with  children. 
WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved 
and  donations  are  tax  deductible. 
WCI  sent  88%  of  all  funds  re¬ 
ceived  on  to  the  children  in  1987. 

Will  you  sponsor  a  child? 
Please  write  today. 


I  wi»h  1o  *pon*or  o  child  wh*r*  th* 

n**d  I*  graolMt _ 

Enclosed  Is  payment  lor  first  month 


I 


World'!  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 


Pat  Correll,  CSTN  manager,  said, 
“Television  broadcasting  as  we  usually 
think  of  it  is  not  the  goal  of  CSTN.  Our 
objective  is  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christianity  by  connecting  those  we 
serve  through  the  network.” 

Ms.  Correll,  a  Christian-education 
graduate  of  Scarritt  College,  is  a  diaco- 
nal  minister  and  14-year  employee  with 
the  publishing  house.  She  has  worked  ex¬ 
tensively  with  curriculum  resources  and 
training  events. 

Ms.  Correll  said  that,  through  CSTN, 
she  and  others  at  the  publishing  house 
will  be  extending  traditional  teaching, 
training,  and  workshop,  services  they 
have  operated  into  a  frontier  known  as 
“video  conferencing.”  The  technique  has 
been  widely  used  by  business  and  educa¬ 
tional  institutions  in  recent  years. 

She  said  the  publishing  house  has  spent 
about  one-half  million  dollars  on  equip¬ 
ment,  programming,  salaries,  and  travel 
to  get  CSTN  operational. 

In  an  effort  to  assure  participation 
across  the  church,  CSTN’s  sister  arm  at 
the  publishing  house,  Cokesbury,  has 
made  video-receiving  dishes  and  related 
equipment  available  free  to  each  annual 

African  university 


conference,  to  the  church’s  13  seminar¬ 
ies,  and  to  general-church  program 
agencies. 

CSTN’s  foreseeable  programming  will 
provide  for  televised  workshops,  classes, 
seminars,  etc.  beamed  one  way  from  a  giv¬ 
en  production  facility.  Participants  around 
the  country  can  respond  via  telephone  con¬ 
tact  with  leaders  of  a  given  event. 

Response  to  the  initial  production 
demonstrated  that  there  is  an  audience 
waiting  for  the  service,  Ms.  Correll  said. 

The  opening  production  was  hosted  by 
Vince  Isner,  CSTN  producer.  He  had  vid¬ 
eo  experience  with  First  UMC  in  Shreve¬ 
port  and  with  Alternate  View  Network,  • 
based  at  the  Shreveport  church,  before 
joining  the  publishing  house  about  a  year 
ago  to  work  in  development  of  CSTN. 

The  initial  CSTN  production  as  well  as 
a  clergy  tax  seminar  on  Feb.  25  and  the 
first  of  a  series  of  Bible  studies  on  Sun¬ 
day  evening,  Feb.  28,  originated  from 
production  facilities  of  Alternate  View 
Network  in  Shreveport.  The  United 
Methodist  Communications’  weekly  pro¬ 
gram,  ‘‘Catch  the  Spirit,”  was  also 
broadcast  on  CSTN  on  Sunday  morning. 

Ms.  Correll  said  the  AVN  facility  as 


SHREVEPORT,  La.— Just  minutes  before  air  time,  Director  Gilbert  Little  of  the  Alternate  View  Network  team 
gives  final  instructions  to  the  “talent"  for  the  first  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network  production.  Listening 
are,  from  left.  Martha  Whitmore  Hickman,  network  manager  Pat  Correll,  Wini  Grizzle,  Vince  Isner  and  the  Rev. 
H.  Claude  Young. 


Zimbabwe  approval 
assured  but  delayed 


well  as  the  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  facility  in  Nashville  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  the  primary  production  facilities 
for  CSTN.  The  publishing  house,  she  ex¬ 
plained,  does  not  have  its  own  video  pro¬ 
duction  facilities. 

Mr.  Isner  interviewed  Mr.  Young  and 
Gary  H.  Vincent,  vice  president  of  Cokes¬ 
bury  operations,  concerning  the  new  net¬ 
work.  Additionally  he  interviewed  author 


Martha  Hickman  about  the  art  of  story¬ 
telling  and  Wini  Grizzle  of  the  publishing 
house  about  the  new  “Disciple”  Bible- 
study  seminars  and  possible  use  of  CSTN 
to  promote  “Disciple.” 

The  Rev.  Maxie  Dunnam  was  also  in¬ 
terviewed  on  the  set  for  his  Sunday-eve¬ 
ning  Bible  studies  in  the  new  CSTN 
format. 

CSTN  will  make  available  across  the 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DAN  J.  LOUIS 

United  Methodist  Church  “video  conferenc¬ 
ing"  produced  at  one  site  for  uplink  to  a 
satellite  22,000  miles  above  the  earth. 

Two-tenths  of  a  second  after  leaving  the 
point  of  origin,  a  production  can  be  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  satellite  by  a  “dish"  linked 
to  appropriate  receiving  equipment. 

CSTN  officials  say  many  home  video 
dishes  will  be  able  to  receive  the  pro¬ 
gramming. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Zimbabwe’s  president  supports  a  plan 
to  build  a  United  Methodist  university  in 
his  nation,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  official 
Zimbabwean  approval  will  come  before 
the  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  convenes  in  late  April. 

That’s  the  latest  assessment  by  the 
Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  higher  education  agency. 

Old  Mutare  mission  station,  150  miles 
east  of  Zimbabwe’s  capital  of  Harare,  is 
the  choice  of  a  site-selection  committee 
for  a  first-ever,  four-year  United  Meth¬ 
odist  university  in  Africa. 

At  a  recent  meeting,  however,  UM  of¬ 
ficials  agreed  to  amend  a  petition  to  the 
church’s  legislative  body  unhitching  the 
proposal  from  a  specific  site  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  19). 

That  action  would  make  it  possible  to 
consider  other  sites  if  something  should 
go  awry  with  the  Zimbabwe  plan,  said 
Clifford  Droke,  head  of  the  church’s  fis¬ 
cal  agency. 

$20  million  proposal  coming 

Delegates  to  the  General  Conference 
will  receive  a  proposal  that  the  universi¬ 
ty  be  established  and  that  United  Meth¬ 
odists  raise  $20  million  during  1989-92  to 
fund  it. 

Dzingai  B.  Mutumbuka,  Zimbabwe’s 
minister  of  higher  education,  told  a  UM 
planning  committee  Feb.  17  in  Harare 
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that  President  Robert  Mugabe  “person¬ 
ally”  approves  of  the  project,  said  Dr. 
Ireson. 

But  Mr.  Mugabe  reportedly  feels 
bound  to  allow  a  commission  studying 
the  proposal  to  complete  its  task. 

Mr.  Mutumbuka  also  said,  “There’s  no 
way  the  leaders  of  the  Zimbabwean  gov¬ 
ernment  will  turn  down  this  education 
opportunity,  but  they  must  follow  their 
process,"  Dr.  Ireson  reported. 

That  process  may  take  as  long  as  six 
months,  he  told  the  Reporter.  The  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  meets  April  26-May  6. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  the  Zimbabwean  high¬ 
er  education  commission  is  studying  how 
the  new  university  will  integrate  into 
that  nation’s  education  system.  United 
Methodists  have  been  invited  to  send  a 
team  to  meet  with  the  commission. 

“We  never  did  sit  down  with  President 
Mugabe,  and  that  was  clearly  because  of 
his  schedule,  but  we  achieved  what  we 
wanted,”  Dr.  Ireson  said,  noting  that  Mr 
Mugabe  was  given  a  five-page  report 
outlining  the  university  proposal. 

According  to  Dr.  Ireson,  Mr.  Mutum¬ 
buka  said  President  Mugabe  understands 
the  church’s  need  to  receive  assurances 
from  him  going  into  General  Conference. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  Mr.  Mutumbuka  has 
agreed  to  draft  a  letter  prior  to  General 
Conference  confirming  that  both  he  and 
Mr.  Mugabe  support  the  project. 

The  letter  will  be  presented  at  General 
Conference  in  support  of  the  university 
funding  request,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

All  qualified  can  attend 

Dr.  Ireson  said  the  UM  officials  who 
went  to  Africa  in  mid-February  also 
sought  assurance  that  all  qualified  Afri¬ 
can  students  could  attend  the  university 

“We  received  assurance  on  all  counts,” 
Dr.  Ireson  said.  “Dr.  Mutumbuka  said, 
‘All  students  in  Africa  would  have  no 
problem  coming  to  Zimbabwe.’ 

"The  only  requirements  would  be  two¬ 
fold,”  Dr.  Ireson  said.  “Students  must 
obey  the  laws  of  Zimbabwe,  and  they 
must  meet  entrance  requirements.” 


School  seen 
\ for  Africans , 
by  Africans’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodism’s  first-ever  four- 
year  university  in  Africa  must  be  an 
African  university,  said  the  Rev.  Rog¬ 
er  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the 
church’s  higher  education  agency. 

Although  the  university  proposal 
has  yet  to  be  considered  by  the 
church’s  legislative  body  (see  story  at 
left),  church  educators  and  officials 
kept  to  a  proposed  timetable  with  a 
planning  meeting  in  Zimbabwe  re¬ 
cently. 

“This  university  is  to  be  for  all  Af¬ 
rican  students,  and  it  will  be  run  by 
Africans  for  Africans,”  he  said. 

"We  expect  to  fill  the  faculty  with 
Africans,”  Dr.  Ireson  said,  noting  that 
he  already  is  receiving  applications 
from  Europeans  and  Americans. 

The  planning  committee  for  a  theol¬ 
ogy  school— the  first  of  four  schools 
proposed  for  the  university— met  Feb. 
16  to  begin  developing  curriculum; 
study  construction  plans,  cost  projec¬ 
tions  and  funding;  and  outline  job  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  dean  and  university 
president,  he  said. 

“We  also  talked  at  great  length 
about  the  fact  that  people  will  come 
from  different  educational  systems,” 
Dr.  Ireson  said. 

He  explained  that  Zimbabwe  and 
Kenya  use  educational  systems  mod 
eled  after  the  British  pattern,  while 
Zaire  and  Mozambique  have  French- 
based  systems.  Angola’s  is  Portugese, 
he  said. 

“Since  this  clearly  is  to  be  a  univer¬ 
sity  for  all  Africa,  we  took  several 
steps  to  assure  that  the  committee 
took  the  different  educational  models 
into  account,”  he  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Survey  of  39  nominees 
draws  bishops’  profile 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

What  will  the  new  United  Methodist 
bishops,  class  of  1988,  look  like?  What 
opinions  do  they,  as  aspirants  for  the 
church’s  highest  elective  office,  hold 
about  certain  named  issues  facing  the 
church? 

Some  answers  to  those  and  similar 
questions  are  found  in  a  newly  issued  14- 
page  report  by  the  Rev.  Robert  L.  Wil¬ 
son,  researcher  at  the  Duke  Divinity 
School. 

Dr.  Wilson  surveyed  the  39  persons 
who,  as  of  the  end  of  1987,  had  received 
endorsement  for  election  as  bishops.  En¬ 
dorsements  have  been  made  publicly  by 
such  groups  as  caucuses  and  annual-con¬ 
ference  delegations  to  the  1988  General 
Conference,  but  respondents  were  as¬ 
sured  of  anonymity  in  Dr.  Wilson’s  sur¬ 
vey. 

Elections  will  be  held  July  12-16  in  the 
denomination’s  five  jurisdictional  (re¬ 
gional)  conferences.  At  least  12  bishops 
are  expected  to  be  elected  to  fill  vacan¬ 
cies  caused  by  retirements  and  death 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  26). 

These  are  among  findings  from  Dr. 
Wilson’s  report,  entitled  "A  Profile  of 
Candidates  for  the  Episcopacy”: 

17  (43.6  percent)  are  local  pastors;  14 
(35.9  percent)  are  district  superinten- 
.  dents. 

33  (84.6  percent)  have  been  elected  a 
delegate  to  one  or  more  General  Confer¬ 
ences. 

13  (39.3  percent  of  those  answering  the 
question)  said  they  currently  serve  a  lo¬ 
cal  church  with  1,000-1,999  members. 
The  next  highest  response,  8  (24.2  per¬ 
cent)  said  they  serve  or  most  recently 
served  a'  church  with  fewer  than  500 
members. 

9  of  the  39  endorsees  are  women. 


Median  age  of  all  endorsees  is  57,  and 
half  of  the  39  are  between  ages  55  and  59. 

All  but  one  has  received  at  least  one 
degree  from  a  United  Methodist  college 
or  seminary. 

All  are  married  and  living  with  their 
spouses.  None  has  been  divorced  or  wid¬ 
owed. 

17  (90  percent  of  those  answering  the 
question)  said  they  felt  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  should  continue  its  ban  on 
ordinating  practicing  homosexuals. 

Pastoral  experience  essential 

Among  Dr.  Wilson’s  concluding  obser¬ 
vations  were  these: 

“There  was  a  consensus  that  experi¬ 
ence  as  pastor  of  a  range  of  local 
churches  was  essential  for  a  bishop  . . . 
There  was  no  sentiment  to  change  the 
denomination’s  position  on  abortion  .  .  . 

“The  respondents  were  divided  as  to 
whether  a  pastor  should  be  permitted  to 
live  in  his  or  her  own  house  or  required 
to  live  in  a  church-owned  parsonage 
also  divided  on  the  role  of  the  caucuses 
[within  the  denomination],  the  alternate 
Mission  Society  [for  United  Methodists] 
and  the  permanent  diaconate.  They  were 
in  agreement  in  opposing  aid  for  the  con¬ 
tras  but  divided  on  whether  the  church 
should  support  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment.” 

Nominations  only  recent 

Dr.  Wilson  pointed  out  that  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  nominating  candidates  for  bishop 
“is  a  recent  development  in  Methodism. 
A  generation  ago  the  sure  way  for  a  per¬ 
son  not  to  be  elected  to  the  episcopacy 
was  for  him  to  actively  campaign  or 
even  to  let  it  be  broadly  known  that  he 
would  very  much  like  to  be  selected  for 
that  office." 
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AIDS-ministry  network 
‘problemmatic’  for  UMs 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  partici¬ 
pation  in  a  national  interfaith  network  to 
mobilize  ministries  for  AIDS  victims 
may  be  hampered  by  the  denomination’s 
dispute  over  homosexuality. 

That’s  the  opinion  of  a  UM  minister  on 
the  network’s  steering  committee. 

The  Rev.  Tom  Reinhart-Marean,  di¬ 
rector  of  religious  resources  for  AIDS 
Project  LA  in  Los  Angeles,  characterized 
United  Methodist  involvement  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  AIDS  National  Interfaith  Network 
as  “problemmatic.” 

The  national  network  has  been  in  pro¬ 
cess  for  10  months,  according  to  Benita 
Gayle-Almeleh  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee  in  New  York. 

She  was  among  local  and  national 
speakers  who  participated  Feb.  23  in  the 
second  annual  Dallas  Interfaith  AIDS 
Conference.  (Dallas  ranks  seventh  in  the 
nation  in  reported  AIDS  cases). 

Ms.  Gayle-Almeleh  said  the  network 
advocates  AIDS  research  and  treatment, 
assistance  to  establish  AIDS  ministries, 
education  of  lay  and  pastoral  caregivers 
and  public  education  about  AIDS. 

The  network’s  proposed  mission  state¬ 
ment  is  being  circulated  for  comment 
among  major  Protestant  and  Jewish  de¬ 
nominations  in  the  United  States,  said 
Mr.  Reinhart-Marean. 

Conflict  with  UM  laws 

Some  United  Methodists  who  have 
read  the  network’s  proposed  mission 
statment  have  pointed  out  that  its  advo¬ 
cacy  function  appears  to  be  at  variance 
with  laws  on  homosexuality  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Book  of  Discipline,  he  said. 

These  canons  declare  the  practice  of 
homosexuality  ‘incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching”  and  ban  churchwide  agen¬ 
cies  from  giving  financial  support  to  any 
group  that  ‘‘promotes  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality.” 

Mr.  Reinhart-Marean  said  he  is  con¬ 
cerned  that  efforts  to  deal  with  the 
health  crisis  of  AIDS  will  be  miscon¬ 
strued  as  promotion  of  the  acceptance  of 
homosexuality. 

"I’m  afraid  the  stridency  of  the  [disci¬ 
plinary]  positions  on  homosexuality  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church  are  a  divi¬ 
sive  force  that  may  cripple  our  response 
to  people  with  AIDS,  in  ways  our  historic 
faith  would  lead  us  to  respond,”  he  said. 

Impact  on  missions  seen 

Mr.  Reinhart-Marean  predicted  that  the 
worldwide  AIDS  health  crisis  soon  will 
have  a  serious  impact  on  UMC  missions. 

“The  nature  of  the  worldwide  AIDS 
epidemic  is  sufficiently  serious  to  war¬ 
rant  massive  input  of  resources,”  he 
said.  “It  will  affect  our  medical  missions 
to  the  Third  World  and  how  we  allocate 
staff  and  spending. 

“I  doubt  there  will  be  any  program  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  unaffected 
by  AIDS  in  its  multi-level  impact  on  our 
society— economically,  socially,  institu¬ 
tionally  and  theologically.”  he  said. 

Mr.  Reinhart-Marean  is  not  an  official 
representative  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  the  AIDS  National  Interfaith 
Network.  He  is  on  special  appointment 
to  the  AIDS  Project  LA  and  a  member  of 
the  National  AIDS  Network,  which  he 
represents  on  the  interfaith  group. 

Cathie  Lyons  of  the  health  and  welfare 
department  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  speaking  about  the  na- 
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tional  AIDS  ministries  network,  said, 
"We  re  not  officially  involved.  We’ve  re¬ 
ceived  no  call  for  official  representation 
to  be  named  by  the  denomination.” 

Ms.  Lyons,  who  chairs  the  AIDS  Task 
Force  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  said  she  had  seen  the  net¬ 
work’s  proposed  mission  statement.  She 
characterized  it  as  ‘‘thoughtful.’’ 

The  national  network  is  intended  to 
strengthen  denominations’  AIDS  minis¬ 
tries  by  coordinating  information,  said 
Ms.  Gayle-Almeleh. 

Prime  movers  behind  the  national  net¬ 
work,  besides  the  American  Jewish  Com¬ 
mittee,  have  been  United  Church  of 
Christ,  Episcopal  Church,  Unitarian  Uni- 
versalist  Association,  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  Presbyterian  Church  and  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Last  fall  these  denominations  sponsored 
a  mail  survey  to  determine  AIDS  services 
provided  by  churches  and  synagogues.  It 
was  designed  to  gauge  pastoral  care  to 
AIDS  victims  and  to  determine  how  much 
discrimination  they  suffer  because  of  their 
disease,  Ms.  Gayle-Almeleh  said. 

Results  of  that  survey  are  expected  in 
about  five  weeks,  she  said. 

Mr.  Reinhart-Marean  said  an  expand¬ 
ed  steering  committee  for  the  AIDS  Na¬ 
tional  Interfaith  Network  is  scheduled  to 
charter  the  organization  formally  the 
week  of  April  3  at  a  three-day  retreat  in 
upstate  New  York.  A  general  meeting  of 
the  network  is  expected  in  the  fall. 
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‘Houston  Declaration 
gets  ‘booster  rocket’ 

55  laypeople  sign  support  document 
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Ethiopian  famine  predicted 

Willis  Logan,  director  of  the  Africa  office  of  Church  World  Service,  ap¬ 
pears  with  host  Emily  Simer  in  a  March  6  segment  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,” 
the  national  television  series  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Logan 
predicts  that  another  drought  in  Ethiopia  will  bring  renewed  famine  to  that 
stricken  country.  The  program  also  will  feature  a  30-second  announcement 
from  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  asking  for  donations. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO-Fifty-five  United  Method¬ 
ist  laypeople  from  across  the  denomina¬ 
tion  gathered  Feb.  27-28  in  suburban 
Downers  Grove  to  declare  laity  support 
for  a  clergy-originated  statement  known 
as  the  "Houston  Declaration.” 

David  M.  Stanley,  a  Muscatine,  Iowa, 
layman,  described  the  laity  endorsement 
as  a  “booster  rocket  on  the  big  rocket 
launched  in  Houston.” 

The  Houston  Declaration  is  a  1,000- 
word  statement  drafted  in  December  by 
50  ministers  (see  UMR,  Dec.  25).  The 
declaration  affirms  such  church  teach¬ 
ings  as: 

•  The  primacy  of  scripture. 

•Traditional  language  that  refers  to 

the  trinity  as  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spir¬ 
it." 

•  The  church's  ban  against  ordination 
of  practicing  homosexuals. 

The  statement  has  been  circulating 
through  the  denomination  since  the  Dec. 
14-15  meeting  in  Houston. 

Two  ministers  who  spearheaded  the 
group  that  created  the  Houston  docu¬ 
ment — the  Rev.  William  Hinson  of  First 
UMC  in  Houston  and  the  Rev.  Ira 
Gallaway  of  First  UMC,  Peoria,  Ill.— ad¬ 
dressed  last  weekend’s  laity  meeting. 


'On  Thin  Ice:  A  Religion  Reporter’s  Memoir 9 

Byliner  reprises  six  tumultuous  years 


★★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Between  October  1980  and  January 
1987,  no  two  lines  of  type  were  more  fa¬ 
miliar  to  readers  of  “The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter"  than  these: 

By  ROY  HOWARD  BECK 
Associate  Editor 

Under  that  byline  appeared  hundreds 
upon  hundreds  of  column  inches  of  arti¬ 
cles  reporting  on  some  of  the  most  tu¬ 
multuous  events  occurring  within  the 
denomination,  within  national  and  world 
ecumenical  organizations,  and  within 
some  of  the  major  intersections  of  reli¬ 
gious  faith  and  the  secular  world. 

The  Beck  byline  is  gone  from  the  Re¬ 
porter.  Mr.  Beck  in  1987  became  Wash¬ 
ington  bureau  chief  for  a  chain  of  daily 
newspapers  in  Michigan. 

But  some  of  the  most  extensive  out¬ 
pourings  from  his  six-plus  years  with  the 
Reporter  have  been  reprised  and  embel¬ 
lished  via  personal  reflections  under 
hard  cover.  His  book,  entitled  “On  Thin 
Ice:  A  Religion  Reporter’s  Memoir,”  will 
be  published  in  mid-March  by  Bristol 
Books,  the  publishing  arm  of  the  “Good 
News”  evangelical  caucus  within  United 
Methodism. 

Denominational  offices  are  reportedly 
abuzz  about  what  all  the  book  includes. 
Three  leading  religious-news  writers, 
utilizing  pre-publication  copies,  gave  the 
book  advance  coverage  last  week. 

The  Rev.  Judy  Weidman,  editor/direc¬ 
tor  of  New  York-based  Religious  News 
Service,  wrote  most  inclusively  about 
the  book,  most  tantalizingly  about  its  po¬ 
tential  impact  and  most  pointedly  about 
its  author. 

Sideshow  at  General  Conference? 

In  the  Religious  News  Service  newslet¬ 
ter,  “Inside  the  American  Religion 
Scene,”  Ms.  Weidman  predicts  that  “On 
Thin  Ice”  could  become  "one  of  the  more 
interesting  sideshows  of  the  upcoming 
United  Methodist  General  Conference.” 

Ms.  Weidman,  an  ordained  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  calls  it  a  “classic,”  adding, 
“I  would  be  surprised  if  it  doesn’t  get  ref¬ 
erenced  in  investigative  journalism  class¬ 
es.  Would  that  some  of  the  bureaucrats  he 
exposed  had  been  as  tenacious  in  digging 
out  a  half  dozen  or  so  major  stories  he  pur¬ 
sued  during  that  period.” 

“It’s  all  there,”  she  goes  on— “sex, 
race.  Communist  infiltration  of  church 


meetings.  Around  the  edges  he  paints  an 
engaging  picture  of  life  at  the  Reporter 
and  its  one-of-a-kind  editor,  Spurgeon 
Dunnam.  Historians  will  thank  Roy  Beck 
for  making  their  job  a  lot  easier  and  a  lot 
more  fun  when  the  story  of  20th  century 
religious  journalism  is  written." 

But,  writes  Ms.  Weidman,  “The  book  is 
also  a  classic  of  another  sort.  It  is  a  star¬ 
tling  self-portrait  of  a  reporter  who  is 
not  able  to  appropriate  information  be¬ 
yond  the  edges  of  his  bias  ...  Mr.  Beck 
shows  himself  as  one  who  simply  isn’t 
comfortable  with  a  church  that  keeps 
company  with  the  world. . . .” 

“This  is  a  useful  book,”  she  opines, 
"precisely  because  it  illustrates  so  force¬ 
fully  the  clash  of  mindsets  that  polarizes 
right  and  left  in  the  denomination.  It  is 
the  basis  on  which  many  debates  will 
emerge  for  United  Methodists  in  St. 
Louis  next  April  and  May  during  General 
Conference _ ” 

A  less  critical  view  of  both  the  book 
and  author  comes  from  Ms.  Weidman’s 
New  York-based  colleague,  Tom  Rob¬ 
erts,  a  Catholic  layman  and  news  editor 
of  Religious  News  Service. 

Writing  for  RNS’  daily  subscribers  in 
major  religious  and  secular  journals,  Mr. 
Roberts  commends  Mr.  Beck’s  “careful 
attention  to  detail  and  adherence  to  jour¬ 
nalistic  principles”  and  says  his  stories 
“have  the  honest  ring  of  sincere  struggle 
for  the  full  story.” 

‘THE  chapter’  faulted 

But  both  Ms.  Weidman  and  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  fault  Mr.  Beck  for  what  Mr.  Roberts 
labels  “THE  chapter.” 

Chapter  9,  titled  “Fidelity,"  focuses  on 
alleged  sexual  misconduct— both  homo¬ 
sexual  and  heterosexual— by  denomina¬ 
tional  officials. 

Ms.  Weidman  notes  that  the  chapter 
"might  better  have  been  titled  “Infidelity.” 

"Already  this  chapter  is  being  written 
off  as  gossip  and  innuendo,”  she  says. 
"And  rightly  so.” 

In  a  clever  play  on  the  book’s  title,  she 
adds,  “This  is  the  chapter  where  the  ice 
gives  out.  It  is  distinctly  different  from 
the  others  in  which  Mr.  Beck  agonizes 
over  the  duties  and  demands  of  a  jour¬ 
nalist.  For  some  reason  he  is  able  to  in¬ 
clude  a  chapter  in  a  book  that  he  admits 
was  unacceptable  for  a  newspaper.  The 
reason  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
was  unable  to  use  the  material  was  the 


same  that  would  be  given  at  any  respon¬ 
sible  journal— he  documented  no  facts, 
just  spun  out  a  lot  of  rumor.” 

Mr.  Roberts  reports  that  Mr.  Beck  ac¬ 
knowledged  during  an  interview  that  “he 
holds  different  journalistic  standards  for 
what  he  put  in  the  chapter  in  question 
from  what  he  would  write  for  newspaper 
publication.” 

Mr.  Beck  likewise  acknowledged,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Roberts,  that  he  would  not 
be  able  to  run  the  “fidelity”  material  in  the 
newspaper  chain  for  which  he  now  works. 

“I’m  willing  to  accept  the  critique  that 
it  wasn’t  done  the  proper  way,”  he  told 
Mr.  Roberts.  But  after  years  of  listening 
to  stories  about  sexual  indiscretions  in 
high  church  offices,  he  said,  he  “felt  like 
somebody  had  to  bring  it  up.  Maybe  now 
it  will  be  discussed.” 

Discussion  stimulated 

Discussion  of  it  among  United  Method¬ 
ists  will  be  stimulated  by  the  handling  of 
the  book  by  Tom  McAnally,  Nashville- 
based  director  of  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

Mr.  McAnally,  who  described  the  other 
chapters  as  “stirring  up  old  hash”  from  the 
Reporter,  sent  copies  of  Chapter  9  to  an  un¬ 
specified  number  of  people  for  reactions. 

His  news  release  quotes  three  of  those 
persons,  each  basically  critical  of  the  book. 

Carolyn  Marshall,  Women’s  Division 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  responded  most  bluntly,  call¬ 
ing  the  chapter  “damaging  to  the  church 
and  to  the  author.” 

In  the  “Fidelity”  chapter  on  personal 
lifestyles  of  clergy  and  general-church 
agency  staff  members,  Mr.  Beck  focused 
both  on  rumors  of  homosexuality  and  on 


"affairs  between  unmarried  female  sec¬ 
retaries  and  married  male  executives  . . . 
that  led  to  divorce  and  new  marriages 
. . .  sometimes  claimed  to  explain  promo¬ 
tions,  demotions  and  lack  of  administra¬ 
tive  control.” 

Other  chapters,  other  stories 

In  other  chapters,  Mr.  Beck  tells  of  re¬ 
porting  on  and  writing  about  such  di¬ 
verse  assignments  as  a  segment  of  the 
Religious  New  Right  known  as  the  Reli¬ 
gious  Roundtable:  an  international  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  in  part  by  United 
Methodist  agencies  but  influenced  by 
members  of  the  Communist  Party;  a  ra¬ 
cial  justice  incident  involving  United 
Methodists  in  Tchula,  Miss.;  the  interna¬ 
tional  boycott  against  Nestle  products; 
accusations  leveled  by  both  “Reader’s 
Digest”  and  “60  Minutes"  against  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  and  World 
Council  of  Churches  and,  finally,  United 
Methodism’s  "missional  priority”  to  sup¬ 
port  ethnic  minority  local  churches. 

Uncited  in  the  book  are  dozens  of  other 
assignments  Mr.  Beck  handled  for  the 
Reporter,  among  them  unemployed 
workers  in  the  nation’s  steel  belt,  victims 
and  risktakers  of  the  sanctuary  move¬ 
ment,  and  meetings  of  church  boards  and 
agencies  too  many  to  number. 

When,  as  Ms.  Weidman  projects,  the 
history  of  20th  century  religious  journal¬ 
ism  is  written,  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  will  have  to  be  included.  Roy 
Howard  Beck  may  be  worth  a  chapter  in 
his  own  right.  Based  on  his  preponderant 
record  of  relentless  digging  and  checking 
in  search  of  facts— “I  need  to  make  just 
one  more  phone  call”— that  chapter 
might  appropriately  be  titled  “Fidelity.” 


the  church  today 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES.  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
S10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries  Growing  1. 800- 

member  church.  Active  program  ■  60^)0  youth  weekly 
Parent  support  group  in  place  Salary  up  to  $24,000. 
Send  resume  Rev  Kenneth  C  Blitch.  7600  S.W  104 
Street  Miami.  FL  33156  or  call  (305)  667-0343 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
church  of  600  Growing  community  Qualifications 
and  experience  Resume  and  references  by  March 
15  Begins  July  15.  St  Paul  s  UMC.  910  E.  North 
St  Manteca.  CA  95336  (209)  823-7154 


TWO  KITCHEN  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  Food 
Service  Manager  and  Cook  Experience  a  must. 
I’M  church  camp  weekly  sessions,  serve  approxi¬ 
mately  150  per  week,  mostly  family  style,  some 
cookout  and  pack  out  prep  Families  welcome 
Time  off  includes  one  day  a  week  and  a  three-day 
break  Cabin  provided  Position  runs  June  19- Au¬ 
gust  20.  1988  Call  or  write  Jeffrey  Thomas.  Camp 
Aldersgate.  Snake  Hill  road.  North  Scituate.  RI 
02857  (401)568-4350 


POSITION  OPEN  Executive  Director.  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion.  Beginning  July  1.  1988.  For  information  and 
application  please  contact:  John  P.  Foreman.  1215 
Gibbon  St..  Laramie.  WY  82070  (307)  742-8121. 


WANTED-  BUSINESS  MANAGER  2.000-member 
church  Financial  personnel  skills.  Full  time  or 
will  consider  part-time  retired  executive  Salary 
negotiable  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Post 
Office  Box  1138  St  Petersburg.  FL  33731 


POSITIONS  AVAILABLE  Two  associate  directors 
for  the  California-Pacific  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries,  beginning  July  1.  1988  Salary  range 
$34.439-$45.038  plus  benefits.  Apply:  Dr  Hans  Hoi- 
born.  472  E  Colorado  Blvd..  Box  6006.  Pasadena 
CA  91102.  Application  forms  and  recommenda 
lions  must  be  returned  by  March  24.  Areas  of  min 
istries  combinations  of  evangelism,  nurture 
ethnic  ministries,  justice,  outreach,  higher  educa 
tion  and  campus  Descriptions  included  with  appli 
cation  forms  Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  Director.  Church  Growth 
at  Mt  Vernon  Place  UMC  in  Washington.  DC  Expe¬ 
rience  in  successful  church  growth  strategies  and 
urban  evangelism  required  Contact  Roberta 
Miller,  644  Massachusetts  Avenue.  NE.  Washington. 
DC  20002.  (202)  267-2364  for  application  procedures 


MINISTER  DIRECTOR  of  Education  for  1.400  +■ 
congregation  in  university  community.  Ordination 
or  diaconal  minister  Contact  University  UMC, 
2409  Guadalupe.  Austin.  TX  78705,  (512)  478-9387, 
Rev  Levbarg 


JOB  OPPORTUNITY  AVAILABLE  June.  1988  at 
Sequoyah  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fayetteville. 
Arkansas.  Minstries  Coordinator  position.  Person 
must  have  expertise  in  working  with  children  and 
youth  as  well  as  volunteer  coordination  Send  a 
typed  resume  with  references  to:  Tom  Hitt.  PPRC 
Chairperson.  Sequoyah  UMC.  1910  Old  Wire  Road. 
Fayetteville.  AR  72703. 


POSITION  OPEN.  Program  Director  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  education,  children's  and  youth  ministry. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and  qualifi¬ 
cations  Position  open  immediately.  Write  Bearden 
United  Methodist  Church:  P.O.  Eiox  11065:  Knox- 
ville.  TN  37939-1065.  or  call  (615)  588-6562 


SEEKING  COUPLE  for  part-time  custodial  and- 
childcare  responsibilities  in  exchange  for  housing. 
Contact  1st  U.M.C..  P.O  Box  536.  Belen.  NM  87002. 


CHINA.  HONG  KONG  November  2-17.  $2295  from 
California.  Free  brochure.  Dr  Don  Haarup.  Box  31. 
Brainerd.  MN  56401-0031  Telephone  (218)  829-6076 


COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies. 
Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re¬ 
sources.  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference  Camp  Retreat  Coordinator  P.O 
Box  38.  Woodland  Park.  CO  80866  (303)  687-9038 


TIRED  OF  DIRTY  HUMOR-’  Read  Chuckle  Town 
Times,  mini-newspaper  devoted  to  clean  humor.  $3 
year:  four  issues.  Chuckle  Town  USA.  P.O.  Box 
503-M.  Bedford  Park.  IL  60499 


HOME-STUDY.  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro¬ 
grams  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels.  Wide 
range  of  subjects  available.  Highly  credentialed 
faculty  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  appropriate 
academic,  life  and  work  experience  Free  catalog. 
Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy  Centre.  New  Or¬ 
leans  LA  70163  Call  (504)  585-7303 


ANGLO-AMERICAN  CHRISTIAN  SINGLES  Pen 
Friendship  Outreach  Shared  tapes,  holiday  ex¬ 
change  visits.  Non  profit.  Interdenominational  Free 
details  Christian  Friendship  Fellowship.  The  Rid¬ 
ings  Holberrow  Green.  Redditch.  Worcs,  England. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four  weeks 
Winter  availability.  Gayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138. 
Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton.  TX  78358 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  of  DuLac  Community 
Center  sought  Qualifications:  BA  in  social  ser¬ 
vices  or  business  administration  or  its  equivalent 
Send  resumes  by  3/15  to:  Rev  Sam  Reeves,  120 
Hialeah.  Houma.  LA  70363. 


THE  SOUTH  INDIANA  FOUNDATION  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  in  the  search  for  a  new 
executive  director.  The  primary  skills  needed  are 
those  of  a  development  officer,  fund  raising, 
planned  giving,  and  financial  management.  The 
salary  is  negotiable  on  the  basis  of  skills  and  expe¬ 
rience  Applications  must  be  received  by  March 
15.  1988  Send  a  one  to  two-page  resume  and  three 
letters  of  reference  to  M.  Bert  Kite.  Post  Office 
Box  F.  Sellersburg,  IN  47172 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  full  time; 
750-member  church:  growing  community.  Resume 
and  references  First  United  Methodist  Church.  511 
Oak  Street.  Springfield,  TN  37172. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTORATE  AVAILABLE  to  direct 
the  operational  activities  of  the  education  and  out¬ 
reach  functions  of  the  church  and  to  assist  the  min¬ 
ister  in  pulpit  as  requested  in  an  active  church 
with  1.600  members.  Please  send  inquiries  to:  Rev 
Clyde  Stanfield.  Western  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church.  524  Thunderbird.  El  Paso.  TX  79912.  Tele¬ 
phone  (915)584-2133 


ASSOCIATE  PASTORS.  MAKE  YOUR  MINISTRY 
more  rewarding  and  effective.  25-page  paper  with 
practical  suggestions  on  role,  responsibility,  im¬ 
age.  preaching,  and  relationship  to  senior  pastor 
Based  on  8  years-  experience,  research,  and  annual 
conference  survey  Send  check  for  $4  (four  dollars) 
to:  Rev  Milton  Lewis.  Colonial  Hills  UMC.  5247 
Vance  Jackson.  San  Antonio.  TX  78230. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS-1  Worship  at  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship  11  00  a  m  (504)488-0856 


DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  position  is 
open  in  a  2.800  member  church  with  a  strong  mu¬ 
sic  ministry  in  place.  Training  in  choral  conduct¬ 
ing  and  experience  with  church  choirs  a 
prerequisite,  master  s  degree  preferred  Inquire  or 
send  resume  to  Polk  Street  United  Methodist 
Church.  1401  South  Polk  Street.  Amarillo.  TX 
79101  Phone  806-374-2891 
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Judith  Heath 


Idaho  laywoman  to  head 
western  small-church  center 

WOODLAND,  Calif.— Laywoman  Ju¬ 
dith  Heath  of  Castleford,  Idaho,  has  been 
named  to  succeed  the  Rev.  Bruce 
McConnell  as  executive  director  of  the 
United  Methodist  Western  Small 
Church/Rural  Life  Center,  effective 
June  1. 

The  center,  located  in  Filer,  Idaho, 
provides  resources  and  support  for 
small-town  and  rural  churches  with  few¬ 
er  than  200  members. 

Mrs.  Heath  and  her 
husband,  Mike,  served 
10  years  as  missionar¬ 
ies  in  Malaysia  and 
Vanuatu,  where  they 
organized  rural  self- 
help  projects.  She  has 
served  in  numerous 
conference  adminis¬ 
trative  positions,  is  an 
alternate  delegate  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  and  an  Ore- 
,gon-Idaho  Annual  Conference  delegate  to 
the  Western  Jurisdictional  Conference. 

Two  women  win  first 
international  study  grant 

JACKSONVILLE,  Texas— Two  stu¬ 
dents  at  United  Methodist-related  Lon 
Morris  College  in  Jacksonville  will  be 
the  first  this  summer  to  study  under  the 
school’s  Jenkins  Endowed  Scholarship 
for  International  Understanding. 

Selected  to  study  at  Ewha  Woman’s 
University  in  Seoul,  Korea,  founded  by 
Methodist  missionaries,  are  Camile 
O’Briant  of  Austin  and  Kimberly  McCol¬ 
lum  of  Alto. 

The  scholarship  fund  was  established  in 
1972  by  United  Methodist  laywoman  Eu¬ 
nice  Beene  of  Dallas.  It  honors  her  par¬ 
ents.  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  J.  Jenkins, 
long-time  benefactors  of  Lon  Morris. 

Mrs.  Beene  serves  on  the  board  of 
Ewha  University  and,  in  1981,  attended 
that  university’s  international  summer 
school  which  the  two  Lon  Morris  stu¬ 
dents  will  attend  for  six  weeks  beginning 
in  June. 


‘Offer  Them  Christ’  painting 
donated  to  Upper  Room  Museum 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  painting 
commissioned  four  years  ago  to  raise 
funds  for  United  Methodist  evangelism 
efforts  has  been  given  to  The  Upper 
Room  Museum  in  Nashville  by  the  artist, 
the  Rev.  Kenneth  Wyatt. 

“Offer  Them  Christ”  is  Mr.  Wyatt’s 
rendering  of  an  aging  John  Wesley  stand¬ 
ing  in  1784  on  the  dock  of  England’s  Riv¬ 
er  Avon,  advising  Thomas  Coke  as  he 
sets  sail  for  the  United  States. 

Proceeds  from  prints  of  the  painting 
were  used  to  raise  money  for  chairs  of 
evangelism  at  each  of  the  13  seminaries 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Ethicist  donates  papers 
to  Duke  University 

DURHAM,  N.C.— Paul  Ramsey,  a 
United  Methodist  layman  once  described 
as  “the  most  distinguished  Christian  ethi¬ 
cist  since  the  Niebuhrs,”  donated  his  pa¬ 
pers  to  the  library  of  United 
Methodist-related  Duke  University. 

Dr.  Ramsey  retired  in  1982  after  38 
years  in  the  religion  department  at 
Princeton  University.  He  is  the  author  of 
“Basic  Christian  Ethics,”  thought  to  be 
the  single  most  widely  used  text  on  that 
subject  in  undergraduate  and  seminary 
education  since  it  was  published  in  1950. 


Dr.  Hinson  told  the  group  the  minis¬ 
ters  had  received  more  than  9,000  letters 
supporting  their  action. 

In  "A  Call  To  Action:  A  Lay*  Response 
to  the  Houston  Declaration,”  the  ad  hoc 
laity  group  called  on  fellow  church 
members  to  endorse  the  document. 

Issues  described  as  ‘bedrock’ 

Jim  Holsinger,  a  Richmond,  Va.,  lay¬ 
man  and  one  of  seven  steering  commit¬ 
tee  members  for  the  meeting,  said  the* 
three  issues  were  “bedrock  issues"  fof 
United  Methodists. 

"Most  lay  people  would  be  astounded 
to  think  we  would  even  discuss  them,”  he 
said.  "We  may  differ  on  political  issues, 
but  we  agree  on  these  bedrock  issues.” 

Dr.  Holsinger  is  the  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence  lay  leader  and  a  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate. 

In  its  statement,  the  group  said,  “Ef¬ 
forts  to  deviate  from  these  [three]  histor¬ 
ic  principles  violate  our  beliefs  as  United 
Methodist  laity.” 

The  group  included  laity  from  all  five 
of  the  church’s  regional  jurisdictions,  18 
annual  conferences  and  29  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference.  Sixteen  of  the 
55  signators  are  women. 

“For  too  long,  too  many  of  us  have  re¬ 
mained  silent,  deeply  concerned  about 
the  decline  of  our  church  but  uncertain 
what  we  should  do,”  the  group  said. 

“Now  is  the  time  for  every  concerned 
United  Methodist  to  speak  and  act  posi¬ 
tively,  while  loving  and  respecting  those 
who  disagree  with  us.” 

Specific  actions  called  for 

The  committee  members  urged 
church  laity  to  speak  out  for  the  princi¬ 
ples  in  the  Houston  Declaration. 

The  call  to  action  included: 

•  Inviting  lay  people  to  endorse  the  la¬ 
ity  response,  stating  views  to  pastors, 
delegates,  members  of  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  bishops,  and  church  agencies. 

•Calling  on  pastors  to  present  the 
Houston  Declaration  to  their  congrega¬ 
tions,  inviting  study  and  response,  and 
giving  members  an  opportunity  to  en¬ 
dorse  the  document. 

•  Urging  each  local  church’s  adminis¬ 
trative  board  or  council  to  endorse  the 
Houston  statement  and  send  the  endorse¬ 
ment  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  delegates. 

•  Calling  on  delegates  to  church  legis¬ 
lative  bodies  to  adopt  specific  legislation 
upholding  the  statement’s  principles. 

•  Asking  all  United  Methodists  to 
make  a  personal  commitment  to  join  the 
committee  members  in  earnest  prayer 
for  the  General  Conference  and  its  dele¬ 
gates  each  day  it  meets  April  26-May  6. 

"We  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  to 
us  through  the  courageous  pastors  who 
wrote  and  signed  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion,”  the  group  said. 

“We  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  now  calls  us 
to  give  our  active  support  and  help  our 
church  to  be  faithful  to  God’s  word  and 
our  Wesleyan  heritage,”  they  concluded. 

Strategy  outlined 

A  communications  strategy  outlined 
for  the  laity  response  calls  for  it  to  be 
sent  to  each  of  the  996  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  and  to  be  distributed  as 
widely  as  possible  throughout  the  denom¬ 
ination. 

Members  of  the  steering  committee 
are  Dr.  Holsinger;  Eve  Kirk,  Hinkley, 
Ill.;  June  Goldman,  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa;  M. 
O.  (Gus)  Gustafson,  Griffin,  Ga.;  David 
Dolsen,  Pueblo,  Colo.;  William  Randolph 
Smith,  Houston,  and  June  D.  McCullough, 
Audubon,  N.J. 

The  group  spelled  out  its  support  for 
the  Houston  document,  addressing  each 
of  the  three  issues. 

“We  stand  fully  committed  to  the  pri¬ 
mary  of  scripture  as  the  basis  of  our 
Christian  faith  and  practice,”  the  state¬ 
ment  said  regarding  the  first  point. 

Regarding  trinitarian  language,  the 
lay  response  said,  “We  must  guard 
against  language  that  would  devalue  the 
trinity  and  weaken  our  faith.  God  desires 
a  personal  relationship  with  us,  and  to 
substitute  functional  words  does  not  ade¬ 
quately  convey  this  relationship." 

The  lay  representatives  called  for  a 
strong  stance  against  the  “sin  of  homo¬ 
sexual  practice  as  stated  in  the  Houston 
Declaration.” 

High  standards  affirmed 

After  affirming  the  church’s  present 
high  standards  for  clergy,  they  went  on 
to  state,  “We  believe  it  is  not  acceptable 
in  the  context  of  the  Christian  faith  that 
persons  unwilling  to  maintain  these  high 
standards  be  accepted  as  candidates,  or¬ 
dained  as  ministers  or  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  group  declared,  however,  that  it 
affirmed  “a  ministry  of  Christian  com¬ 
passion,  care,  and  redirection  for  clergy 
who  have  not  maintained  the  standards 
set  by  the  church." 


EVANGELISM? 
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local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
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Evangelical  students  help  share  load 

Academic  vacations  spent  picking  coffee,  cotton  in  Nicaragua 


New  national  priority: 
moral-based  economy 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— A  new  national 
economic  foundation  grounded  in  eth¬ 
ics  and  moral  philosophy  should  be  a 
priority  for  the  United  States,  an 
economist  and  author  told  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  national  social  ac¬ 
tion  arm  Feb.  18. 

"(U.S.)  economists  and  policy-mak¬ 
ers  are  operating  under  the  300-year- 
old  mechanistic  economic  paradigm 
of  the  industrial  era,  which  excludes 
all  moral  or  ethical  considerations," 
Robert  Hamrin  of  Washington  said  in 
an  address  to  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society. 

•Without  a  moral  or  ethical  founda¬ 
tion,  we  will  continue  to  fail  to  erect 
the  appropriate  policy  superstruc¬ 
ture." 

Mr.  Hamrin,  a  sometimes  adviser 
to  presidential  candidates,  said  that 
"ethical  economics  would  provide  a 
new  lens  through  which  individuals 
could  more  clearly  see  the  world.” 

Such  a  "new  lens"  is  needed,  the 
United  Methodists  were  told,  "to  see 
clearly  the  economic  injustice  in  tell¬ 
ing  eight  million  unemployed  Ameri¬ 
cans  that  we  are  at  full  employment, 
and  the  34  million  living  in  poverty 
that  all  is  well  in  the  American  econo¬ 
my." 

Also  needed,  the  economist  said,  is 
"a  new  framework  to  understand  that 
the  (present)  economic  process  is  vio¬ 
lating  the  environment  and  selling  the 
future  short  with  acid  rain,  toxic 
wastes  and  ground-water  contamina¬ 
tion.” 


A  key  to  “an  overtly  ethical  ap¬ 
proach,"  said  the  speaker,  is  not 
merely  to  ask  "’how  much  economic 
merely  to  ask  ' ‘  economic  growth  for 
what  and  for  whom?’  ”  An  assessment 
of  the  economic  situation,  the  United 
Methodists  were  told,  should  include 
such  questions  as: 

"What  is  the  impact  of  our  current 
labor  market  structure  on  marriages 
and  the  family? 

"Do  our  economic  policies  promote 
or  hinder  economic  progress  in  Third 
World  nations? 

“How  sound  is  an  economy  built  on 
an  ever-growing  mountain  of  debt?" 

Such  questions,  Mr  Hamrin  contin¬ 
ued,  "are  not  partisan  or  ideological, 
(and)  can  be  asked  by  adherents  to 
both  major  political  parties  and  by  in¬ 
dividuals  of  various  creeds.  ” 

The  final  choice,  he  said,  comes 
down  to  whether  "we  continue  to  op¬ 
erate  in  unquestioning  fashion  under 
the  values,  rules  and  resulting  poli¬ 
cies  of  the  mechanistic  economic  par¬ 
adigm,”  or  "establish  a  new  holistic, 
ethical  paradigm  that  fundamentally 
and  concretely  reflects  a  deep  respect 
for  the  dignity  of  people  and  nature.” 

The  time  has  come,  the  economist 
asserted,  for  a  force  to  exert  itself 
"that  is  firmly  rooted  in  long-stand¬ 
ing,  rich  intellectual  and  philosophic- 
religious  traditions. 

"With  such  values  as  a  guiding  force, 
the  resulting  economy  will  indeed  be¬ 
come  a  servant  to,  not  a  master  of. 
the  people.” 


East- West  rivalry  blamed 
in  latest  papal  encyclical 


By TAUL JEFFREY 
Religious  News  Service 

MANAGUA,  Nicaragua  — Maria 
Esperanza  Garcia  clings  perilously  to  a 
branch  with  one  hand  while  she  reaches 
out  with  another  to  gather  the  small,  red 
coffee  beans  into  the  basket  which  hangs 
on  her  belt. 

"This  means  medicine  for  the  chil¬ 
dren,”  she  said.  "Otherwise  there’s  no 
other  reason  I  would  be  here.” 

One  of  several  hundred  Nicaraguan 
evangelical  students  who  are  spending 
their  academic  vacations  picking  coffee 
or  cotton,  Nicaragua’s  principal  export 
crops,  Ms.  Garcia  is  a  23-year-old  major¬ 
ing  in  geothermal  physics.  She’s  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Church  of  the  Nazarene. 


By  GAYLE  WHITE 
Religious  News  Service 

ATLANTA— In  Shefa-Amr,  a  Palestin¬ 
ian  town  in  Galilee,  the  House  of  Hope 
operates  as  a  sanctuary  where  Jewish 
and  Arab  youth  get  to  know  each  other. 

At  Corrymeela,  a  Christian  reconcilia¬ 
tion  center  on  the  North  Atlantic  coast  of 
Ireland,  Catholics  and  Protestants  gath¬ 
er  to  discuss  how  to  live  as  neighbors  in  a 
country  torn  by  religious  strife. 

In  the  Soviet  Union,  citizens  are  gin¬ 
gerly  beginning  to  speak  out  under  the 
protection  of  "glasnost,"  a  policy  of 
openness  instituted  by  Soviet  leader  Mik¬ 
hail  Gorbachev. 

Representatives  of  the  House  of  Hope, 
Corrymeela  and  the  Soviet  government 
were  among  speakers  in  Atlanta  recent¬ 
ly  for  an  international  peace  conference 
sponsored  by  the  Community  of  the 
Cross  of  Nails,  a  society  dedicated  to 
Christian  reconciliation  as  a  means  to 
world  peace.  About  250  people  attended 
the  conference  at  the  Episcopal  Cathe¬ 
dral  of  St.  Philip,  which  houses  the  U.S. 
headquarters  of  the  Cross  of  Nails. 

Grew  out  of  WWII  bombing 

The  organization  grew  out  of  the 
bombing  of  England’s  Coventry  Cathe¬ 
dral  during  World  War  II.  A  workman 
found  in  the  debris  of  the  building  two 
nails  forged  into  a  cross  and  took  that  as 
a  symbol  to  work  for  reconciliation  in¬ 
stead  of  retribution. 

To  demonstrate  such  an  attitude,  resi- 


For  each  of  the  three  last  years,  she 
has  spent  her  school  vacations  with  a  bri¬ 
gade  of  young  harvesters,  leaving  the 
comforts  of  her  parents'  home  in  Mana¬ 
gua  for  the  rigors  of  life  in  the  Nicara¬ 
guan  mountains.  There  she  works  side  by 
side  with  other  evangelicals— from  Nica¬ 
ragua  and  around  the  world— as  well  as 
with  the  traditional  peasant  farmers  who 
work  the  seasonal  crop. 

Thousands  of  Nicaraguans  volunteer 
each  year  to  bring  in  the  harvests.  Tradi¬ 
tionally,  the  work  was  done  by  poor,  of¬ 
ten  landless,  rural  families  from 
Nicaragua  and  neighboring  countries. 
Many  of  those  families  were  forced  off 
their  farmland  decades  ago  when 
wealthy  coffee  and  cotton  growers  ex¬ 


dents  of  Coventry  rebuilt  their  cathedral 
and  then  rebuilt  a  German  hospital  that 
was  destroyed  by  British  bombs.  The  phi¬ 
losophy  has  been  carried  into  many  oth¬ 
er  parts  of  the  world,  from  the  United 
States,  which  has  1,200  members  of  the 
Cross  of  Nails,  to  the  Middle  East  and 
Northern  Ireland,  where  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  principal  missions  are  located. 

Derek  Wilson  told  the  conference  he 
lost  two  friends— one  Protestant,  one 
Catholic— to  violence  in  Northern  Ire¬ 
land  "because  they  were  in  the  wrong 
place  at  the  wrong  time.”  Mr.  Wilson,  a 
Protestant  and  former  director  of  the 
Corrymeela  Reconciliation  Center,  said 
fighters  on  both  sides  justify  their  ac¬ 
tions  by  convincing  themselves  that  they 
are  different  from  their  opponents,  when 
in  reality  "all  are  children  of  the  one 
God." 

Elias  Jabbour,  a  Palestinian  Christian 


"Fun  with  Drama:  Skits  and  Such  for 
Youth"  by  Naomi  Mitchum.  Abingdon 
Press,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  1987,  63 
pages,  paperback. 

By  HAROLD  C.  PERDUE 
Are  the  youth  events  and  meetings  at 


panded  their  operations. 

But  the  Sandinista  government’s 
agrarian  reform  has  returned  land  to 
many  families.  Now  working  their  own 
parcels,  they  are  unavailable  for  the  har¬ 
vest  time  labor.  Additionally,  the  armed 
conflict  which  has  plagued  the  northern 
section  of  the  country  since  1981  has 
scared  away  many  pickers  who  in  years 
past  journeyed  from  El  Salvador  and 
Honduras  to  work  the  harvest. 

All  asked  to  help 

So,  given  Nicaragua’s  dependence  on 
the  two  crops  for  foreign  exchange,  the 
government  has  called  on  Nicaraguans 
from  all  walks  of  life  to  contribute  to  the 
economic  development  of  their  country 


from  Israel,  said  he  was  in  Atlanta  “on  a 
mission  to  tell  all  my  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  it  is  possible  to  find  a  solution  to 
problems  in  the  Middle  East,  except  we 
don't  have  the  will." ... 

According  to  Mr.  Jabbour,  "The  only 
choice  is  living  together.  The  only  other 
option  is  very  obvious  and  very  awful.” 

He  compared  the  signing  of  the  Camp 
David  Accords  between  Israel  and  Egypt 
to  a  man  who  has  a  fight  with  his  wife 
and  makes  up  with  his  neighbor’s  wife.  "I 
love  living  in  peace  with  my  neighbor's 
beautiful  wife,  Egypt,"  he  said,  "but  I’m 
not  living  in  peace  with  the  Palestinian 
people.  There  will  be  no  peace  in  the 
Middle  East  without  peace  with  the  Pal¬ 
estinians.  They  are  the  crux  and  the  core 
of  the  problem.” 

Mr.  Jabbour  is  working  to  establish  an 
international  peace  academy  from  a  small 


your  church  dry  as  fall  leaves  and  just  as 
scattered?  Here's  a  book  that  may  help! 

In  less  than  60  pages  of  text,  Naomi 
Mitchum  presents  15  (count’em— 15) 
skits,  pantomimes  and  dramatic  read¬ 
ings,  and  one  play  for  use  with  youth  in 
the  church. 

Following  a  brief  introduction  about 
"drama”  and  the  nature  of  each  of  the 
four  dramatic  mediums  presented,  the 
author  gives  some  specific  directions  for 
the  use  of  the  varied  materials  that  fol¬ 
low. 

The  benefits  of  drama  are  that  by  fol¬ 
lowing  a  script  youth  may  often  express 
verbally  many  dormant  ideas.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  dramas  are  fun,  even  funny.  Of 
course,  drama  demands  activity  and 
movement— a  natural  state  for  teen¬ 
agers. 

However,  the  use  of  dramatic  forms 
must  be  based  on  the  goals  of  the  pro¬ 
gram,  not  just  used  for  the  sake  of  activi¬ 
ty.  The  leader  should  determine  a 
subject  area,  know  the  time  and  space 
limitations,  and  the  settings  that  are 
available. 

This  book  then  lists  topics  that  are  in¬ 
volved  in  each  section.  Bible  references 
are  provided  to  add  to  their  usefulness. 
Time  of  reading  or  production  are  given 
as  well.  Suggestions  and  questions  for 
follow-up  discussion  are  provided  at  the 
end  of  each  drama. 

A  section  is  provided  which  gives  as¬ 
sistance  in  developing  quick  skits  and 
dramatic  interludes  to  provide  addition¬ 
al  creativity  in  a  youth  group.  The  index 
will  help  any  leader  locate  just  the  right 
one  for  use  on  a  particular  topic.  The 
most  helpful  provision  is  that  permission 
is  given  in  advance,  with  credit,  to  repro¬ 
duce  all  the  materials  for  maximum  use 
of  these  materials. 

Get  it!  It’s  worth  it! 

Harold  C.  Perdue  is  a  frequent  reviewer 
for  the  Reporter  who  lives  in  San  Angelo. 
Texas. 


by  helping  pick  coffee  and  cotton.  Many 
of  the  country’s  half  million  evangelical 
Christians,  from  a  variety  of  denomina¬ 
tions,  have  been  quick  to  respond. 

During  the  harvest  season  for  coffee 
and  cotton  that  runs  from  December 
through  February,  many  small  churches 
throughout  the  countryside  pack  up  the 
whole  congregation  and  go  off  to  the 
fields  for  a  weekend. 

The  youth  of  the  church  have  tried  to 
be  an  example  for  others,  giving  up  all 
or  part  of  their  vacations  to  work  at  a 
job  which  pays  little,  said  Guillermo 
Mayardo,  a  21 -year-old  technology  stu¬ 
dent  from  Granada  and  a  member  of  the 
Central  American  Mission  Church. 

"We  constantly  remind  ourselves  that 
each  little  bean  we  pick  is  a  bit  more 
medicine  for  a  sick  child  or  a  wounded 
soldier  on  the  front,”  Mr.  Mayardo  said. 
"The  fruit  of  our  labor  here  isn’t  coffee, 
it’s  economic  development,  schools,  clin¬ 
ics,  water  systems." 

Students’  eyes  opened 

Taking  their  faith  to  the  coffee  and 
cotton  fields  of  their  underdeveloped 
country  has  been  an  eye-opening  experi¬ 
ence  for  many  of  the  students.  Working 
side-by-side  with  peasant  workers,  Ms. 
Garcia  says  she  has  come  to  appreciate 
how  "they  work  here  all  the  time  so  that 
we  in  the  cities  can  have  food  to  eat  and 
live  tranquilly."  The  students  conduct 
regular  worship  services  and  cultural 
events  in  the  fields. 

Evangelicals  from  other  countries 
have  come  to  help  harvest  the  ripe  cof¬ 
fee  beans  and  the  cotton  which  will  earn 
Nicaragua  scarce  hard  currency  on  the 
international  market.  Some  70  Latin 
American  youth  spent  January  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  working  the  coffee  harvest.  They 
were  organized  by  ULAJE,  the  Latin 
American  arm  of  the  World  Student 
Christian  Federation.  Brigades  of  evan¬ 
gelical  youth  also  came  from  Costa  Rica, 
the  United  States  and  several  European 
countries. 

Mr.  Jeffrey  is  a  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionary.  Since  1984.  he  has  been  on  the 
staff  of  CEPAD.  a  Nicaraguan- govern¬ 
ment  endorsed  church  organization  in¬ 
volved  in  relief  and  development  work. 


building  called  the  House  of  Hope.  “If  the 
whole  Christian  world  is  unable  to  build  a 
peace  academy  in  Galilee,  then  we  have  to 
revise  our  Christianity,"  he  said. 

Presence  speaks  volumes 

The  very  presence  of  Igor  E.  Malas- 
chenko  at  a  peace  conference  in  the 
United  States  sponsored  by  a  Christian 
organization  spoke  volumes.  Mr.  Malas- 
chenko.  a  Soviet  government  specialist 
in  U.S.  and  Canadian  studies,  spoke  on 
"Glasnost  and  Reconciliation.” 

He  told  the  audience  that  glasnost 
must  not  be  seen  as  merely  a  means  to 
achieve  change  in  the  Soviet  Union  but 
that  it  is  itself  a  “profound  change.” 

"No  longer  is  the  government  sup¬ 
pressing  ideas  and  criticism,”  Mr.  Malas- 
chenko  said.  "We  cannot  do  this  any 
more.  We  do  not  want  to  do  this  any 
more.” 

The  Soviet  official  closed  his  presenta¬ 
tion  with  a  biblical  quotation:  "You  shall 
know  the  truth,  and  truth  will  set  you 
free"  (John  8:32). 

Monty  Rudson,  executive  secretary  of 
the  Community  of  the  Cross  of  Nails,  said 
later  that  Mr.  Malaschenko’s  visit  was  “a 
pretty  significant  thing,  almost  unheard 
of.”  He  said  the  purpose  of  the  group’s  in¬ 
vitation  to  the  Soviet  official  “was  to  say 
if  the  world  is  going  to  live  in  peace,  we 
have  to  sit  down  and  be  friends.  He 
seemed  to  really  appreciate  that.” 


Shall  we  gather  at  the  river. 

Where  bright  angel  feet  have  trod; 
With  its  crystal  tide  forever 
Flowing  by  the  throne  of  God? 

Yes,  we’ll  gather  at  the  river, 

The  beautiful,  the  beautiful  river; 
Gather  with  the  saints  at  the  river 
That  flows  by  the  throne  of  God. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Both  words  and  music  were  written  by 
Robert  Lowry  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  on  a 
hot,  sultry  day  in  July  1864. 

Lowry  had  often  wondered  why  hymn 
writers  had  written  so  much  about  the 
"river  of  death,"  and  so  little  about  the 
“river  of  life.” 

In  the  book  of  Revelation,  the  22nd 
chapter  begins,  “And  he  showed  me  a 
pure  river  of  water  of  life,  clear  as  crys¬ 
tal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb." 

In  the  oppressive  heat  of  a  summer  af¬ 
ternoon,  Lowry,  resting  on  a  couch,  pon¬ 
dered  these  words,  and  the  lines  of  the 
hymn  began  to  take  shape  in  his  mind. 

First  there  was  the  question  of  Chris¬ 
tian  inquiry.  "Shall  we  gather?”  Then  the 
answer  of  Christian  faith,  "Yes,  we’ll 
gather.”  Before  long  the  words  and  mu¬ 
sic  were  complete. 

Robert  Lowry,  then  38,  was  a  man  of 
many  talents  and  possessed  a  keen  sense 
of  humor.  Pastor  of  Hanson  Place  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  Brooklyn,  he  was  an  excel¬ 
lent  speaker  who  loved  to  preach,  yet  he 


From  Religious  News  Service 

The  ideological  rivalry  between  East 
and  West,  each  of  which  “harbors  in  its 
own  way  a  tendency  toward  imperial¬ 
ism,"  is  to  blame  for  the  continuing  pov¬ 
erty  and  injustice  in  the  developing  world, 
writes  Pope  John  Paul  n  in  an  encyclical 
on  social  concerns  released  Feb.  19. 

The  letter,  titled  "Sollicitudo  Rei  So- 
cialis"  (The  Social  Concerns  of  the 
Church)  is  the  pope’s  seventh  and  was  is¬ 
sued  to  commemorate  the  20th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Pope  Paul  Vi’s  encyclical 
“Populorum  Progressio”  (On  the  Devel¬ 
opment  of  Peoples). 

The  sweeping,  102-page  document,  the 
most  comprehensive  pronouncement  on 
social  concerns  made  by  John  Paul  II 
since  he  became  pope  in  1978,  picks  up 
the  theme  of  Paul  Vi’s  acclaimed  and 
controversial  message,  but  with  a  pessi¬ 
mistic  tone. 

“It  should  be  noted,"  writes  John  Paul, 
"that  in  spite  of  the  praiseworthy  efforts 
made  in  the  last  two  decades  by  the 
more  developed  or  developing  nations 
and  the  international  organizations  to 
find  a  way  out  of  the  situation,  or  at  least 
a  remedy  for  its  symptoms,  the  condi¬ 
tions  have  become  notably  worse." 

In  one  brief  section  the  pope  appears 
to  take  even  the  church  to  task  for  own¬ 
ing  expensive  "ornaments”  while  face- 
to-face  with  poverty.  "Faced  by  cases  of 
need,  one  cannot  ignore  them  in  favor  of 
superfluous  church  ornaments  and  costly 
furnishings  for  divine  worship;  on  the 
contrary  it  could  be  obligatory  to  sell 
these  goods  in  order  to  provide  food, 
drink,  clothing  and  shelter  for  those  who 
lack  these  things." 

The  encyclical,  though  containing  new 
perspectives  and  bold  criticism  of  the  su¬ 
perpowers,  continues  much  of  the 
thought  of  traditional  Catholic  social 
teaching  and  amplifies  and  updates  Paul 
Vi’s  message,  criticized  at  the  time  by 
the  ‘‘Wall  Street  Journal”  as  “warmed- 
over  Marxism." 

But  when  this  pope  talks  about  gaps 
between  rich  and  poor  and  basic  econom- 


found  great  joy  in  writing  music. 

His  music  composed  for  the  hymns 
“We’re  Marching  to  Zion,”  "All  the  Way 
My  Savior  Leads  Me,”  and  “I  Need  Thee 
Every  Hour”  is  singable  and  dearly 
loved.  But  none  has  been  more  popular 
than  "Shall  We  Gather  at  the  River.” 

This  song,  written  in  Brooklyn,  crossed 
the  nation  to  the  state  of  Washington. 
There  in  the  early  years  of  this  century  it 
touched  a  lad— William  O.  Douglas— 
who  in  adulthood  would  serve  36  years  in 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  longer 
than  any  other  justice. 

As  his  life  came  to  a  close,  his  memo¬ 
ry  recalled  the  song  of  his  childhood  and 
he  asked  that  it  be  sung  at  his  funeral 
service.  And  it  was,  by  the  United  States 
Army  Chorus  at  the  National  Presbyteri¬ 
an  Church  in  Washington. 


Poem  of  the  week 

God’s  People 

Glowing  with  quiet, 

Christian  clout 
That  world  leavening 
Is  all  about, 

Sunday’s  church  people 
Dot  streets  year-round 
Like  crocuses 

From  the  week’s  hard  ground. 

—ANGELA  GALL 


ic  rights,  he  is  less  likely  to  come  under 
criticism  from  the  West,  according  to  an¬ 
alysts.  because  of  his  experience  in  Com¬ 
munist  Poland  and  his  iong  and 
outspoken  opposition  to  Marxism. 

In  this  encyclical,  both  systems— dem¬ 
ocratic  capitalism  with  its  accompany¬ 
ing  consumer  culture  and  Marxism— are 
criticized  for  equally  contributing  to  the 
plight  of  the  developing  world. 

“It  was  inevitable  that  by  developing 
antagonistic  systems  and  centers  of  pow¬ 
er,  each  with  its  own  forms  of  propagan¬ 
da  and  indoctrination,  the  ideological 
opposition  should  evolve  into  a  growing 
military  opposition  and  give  rise  to  two 
blocs  of  armed  forces,  each  suspicious 
and  fearful  of  the  other’s  domination. 

“This  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  the 
church’s  social  doctrine  adopts  a  critical 
attitude  toward  both  liberal  capitalism 
and  Marxist  collectivism.” 

Catholic 
defends  role 
in  Palestine 

By  STEVE  RODAN 
Religious  News  Service 

AMMAN,  Jordan— The  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  patriarch  of  Jerusalem  says  the 
church  is  doing  everything  possible  to 
end  the  Palestinian  unrest  in  the  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

“We  do  everything  that  is  possible  to 
study  the  situation  of  every  man  that  is 
responsible  for  this  situation  so  that 
these  sufferings  may  end  in  a  positive  re¬ 
sult  and  give  justice  and  peace  to  all  in 
the  Holy  Land,"  said  Bishop  Michel  Sab- 
bah,  the  first  Arab  Roman  Catholic  pa¬ 
triarch  of  Jerusalem  in  a  recent 
interview  with  Jordan  Television. 

“The  people  are  falling 
for  the  whole  world  to 
give  them  a  solution  and 
to  finish  all  these 
problems.” 

— Bishop  Michel  Sabbah 

Bishop  Sabbah,  62,  made  his  first  visit 
to  Jordan  as  the  patriarch  of  Jerusalem. 
He  was  greeted  by  that  country’s  small 
Christian  community 

In  the  interview,  Bishop  Sabbah  said  a 
political  solution  must  be  found  to  end 
the  Arab-Israeli  conflict. 

"The  people  are  calling  for  the  whole 
world  to  give  them  a  solution  and  to  fin¬ 
ish  all  these  problems,  to  give  justice  and 
peace  once  and  for  all,"  he  said. 

Bishop  Sabbah  said  humanitarian  aid 
must  be  extended  to  those  suffering  in  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

The  bishop  appeared  to  avoid  any  crit¬ 
icism  of  Israel.  He  did  not  respond  di¬ 
rectly  to  questions  from  the  interviewer 
from  state-owned  television  that  Israel 
allegedly  violated  Moslem  and  Christian 
holy  places. 

Instead.  Bishop  Sabbah  said  that  the 
current  troubles  are  not  the  result  of  just 
recent  events.  "They  have  roots  of  40 
years.  All  these  people  are  calling  the 
whole  world  to  give  them  a  solution  and 
to  finish  all  these  problems,  to  give  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace  once  and  for  all.” 

Bishop  Sabbah  said  his  appointment  last 
month  as  head  of  the  Latin  Patriarchate  of 
Jerusalem  signals  “a  point  of  maturity 
which  allows  one  of  its  faithful  to  be  the 
patriarch  and  partner  to  all  the  faithful 
that  means  the  diocese  can  have  its  own 
internal  administration  in  union  with  the 
Catholic  Church  all  over  the  world." 


Dear  Deborah 

‘No  one  has  called; 


should  I  change  church?’ 


Dear  Deborah, 

I  am  a  single  mother  and  want  to 
bring  my  children  up  in  the  church.  I 
have  been  attending  this  church  all 
summer  and  hardly  anyone  has  even 
spoken  to  me.  I  sign  my  name  each 
week  but  no  one  has  called.  Now  it  is 
time  to  sign  up  my  children  for  Sun¬ 
day  school.  We  do  not  have  fancy 
clothes  or  money  to  put  in  the  offer¬ 
ing,  and  I  am  afraid  they  will  be  criti¬ 
cized  or  hurt.  Should  I  look  for 
another  church? 

Mary 

Dear  Mary, 

If  you  have  been  going  to  the 
same  church  this  long,  there  must' 
be  something  in  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice  to  bring  you  back,  since  the 
human  fellowship  is  so  lacking.  1 
hope  you  will  not  look  for  a  new 
church  until  you  have  explored  al¬ 
ternatives. 

First  of  all,  make  an  appoint¬ 
ment  and  go  in  and  talk  with  the 
pastor.  Explain  your  situation. 
The  pastor  can  help  you  meet  the 
teachers  who  will  have  your  chil¬ 
dren  in  class.  If  they  understand 
the  situation,  they  can  help  the , 
others  practice  Christian  kind¬ 
ness.  I  think  your  fears  will  melt 


as  you  get  to  know  some  people 
in  the  church. 

You  may  find  out  that  in  the 
summer  when  many  are  on  vaca¬ 
tion.  calls  are  not  made  and  that 
you  are  not  the  only  one  who 
didn't  get  called  on.  You  may  find 
out  it  was  just  a  mistake  someone 
made.  By  sharing  your  experience 
with  the  pastor,  you  may  help  get 
a  situation  corrected,  so  someone 
else  doesn't  have  the  same  sad  ex¬ 
perience  you  have  had. 

I  hope  you  will  also  find  a 
group  in  the  church  you  can  at¬ 
tend.  Maybe  it  will  be  a  circle  of 
the  women's  group,  or  the  choir, 
or  a  Sunday  class.  That  will  be  a 
way  to  get  to  know  people  that  is 
not  possible  during  worship  time. 

Keep  on  attending  worship  and 
growing  in  your  relationship  with 
the  God  revealed  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ.  You  will  find  the  strength 
to  reach  out  and  find  a  place  in 
the  church  family  for  yourself 
and  your  children. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to 
Deborah  for  answers  to  personal 
problems  in  living  the  Christian  life 
and  faith. 


MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— Some  15,000  workers  from  four  Nicaraguan  unions  march  during  a  massive  protest 
against  the  Sandinista  government.  Workers  protested  against  food  shortages  and  lack  of  government  response  to 
union  demands  for  improved  economic,  social  and  political  conditions.  Despite  these  and  other  protests,  Nicaragua 
still  has  evidences  of  evangelical  Christian  action  (see  related  story). 

Reconciliation  as  a  means  to  peace 

International  organization  brings  together  peace-oriented  groups 


Book  Review 

Church  drama  can  be  fim? 
author  gives  definite  ‘yes!’ 


History  of  Hymns 

Words,  tune  flowed  easily 
into  ‘Shall  We  Gather  .  . 
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A  TIME  FOR  FUN  -  There  were  350  youth  who  gathered  for  the  Fall  Convoca-  spent  enjoying  the  music  of  Paul  Guffey,  sharing  with  the  Centenary  Resource  team 
tion  last  October  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Natchitoches.  The  day  was  and  participating  in  a  number  of  other  experiences. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Projects  Selected  for  ’88 


The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istry  selected  the  projects  to  be  supported 
with  Youth  Service  Fund  grants  in  1988. 
YSF  is  money  raised  by  youth  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  support  proj¬ 
ects  involving  children  and  youth.  The 
projects  selected  for  funds  are  chosen  by 
the  Conference  youth  from  applications 
received  from  the  projects. 

In  1987,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
raised  $4444.22  for  YSF.  The  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District  led  the  way 
with  $1553.78.  Of  this,  30  percent  is  sent 
to  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  distribution  to  their  projects.  Of 
the  remaining  70  percent,  at  least  one- 
third  of  this  amount  must  be  sent  to  proj¬ 
ects  out  of  the  Conference.  The  following 
projects  were  selected  for  these  funds. 

CONFRONTATION  POINT  MINIS¬ 
TRIES:  $1,000.  Confrontation  Point  Min¬ 
istries  is  a  project  centered  in  Crossville, 
Tennessee.  The  grant  from  YSF  will  be 
used  to  offer  scholarships  to  children  to 
attend  a  summer  camp.  There  are  three 
camping  opportunities  involved.  The 
first  camp  is  for  the  Appalachian  area 
children;  the  second  for  children  with 
physical  or  mental  handicaps;  and  the 


third  for  children  with  special  medical 
needs,  such  as  cystic  fibrosis,  cerebral 
palsy,  etc. 

APPALACHIA  SERVICE  PROJECT, 
FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST 
CHURCH,  BATON  ROUGE:  $500.  The 
Appalachia  Service  Project  is  a  home  re¬ 
pair  project  in  the  Appalachia  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  youth  from  First  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  spend  a  week  with  this 
project  this  summer.  The  youth’s  labor  of¬ 
fers  assistance  to  the  economically  dis¬ 
advantaged  in  the  area.  ASP  is  a  United 
Methodist  related  project. 

HARVEST  OF  HOPE:  $300.  The  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  is  a  hunger  ministry  which 
combines  the  areas  of  spirituality,  com¬ 
munity,  church  renewal  and  hunger.  A 
small  group  of  youth  and  young  adults 
gather  for  a  week  to  "glean”  the  fields, 
giving  the  food  to  food  banks  in  the  area. 
The  project  is  centered  in  the  Monroe 
district.  Last  year  was  the  first  year  of 
Harvest  of  Hope  in  Louisiana  and  the 
third  year  of  the  program  nationally. 
This  year  there  will  be  two  opportuni¬ 
ties,  June  26-July  1  and  July  17-22. 

CHRISTMAS  CHEER  FOR  CHIL¬ 
DREN:  $300.  Christmas  Cheer  for  Chil¬ 
dren  is  a  project  of  The  Shepherd  Center 


in  Alexandria.  This  is  a  coordinated  ef¬ 
fort  in  the  Alexandria  area  to  provide 
toys  at  Christmas  for  needy  children.  Re¬ 
cipients  are  screened  to  determine  need, 
and  the  money  will  be  used  to  provide 
toys  for  those  who  have  the  need. 

ISTROUMA  AFTER-SCHOOL  PRO¬ 
GRAM:  $500.  This  program  is  jointly 
sponsored  by  the  YWCA,  Big  Buddies, 
and  Istrouma  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  It 
provides  care  and  tutoring  for  “latch¬ 
key”  children,  ages  5-14,  after  school.  A 
total  of  55  children  are  involved  in  this 
program  on  a  regular  basis. 

METHODIST  HOME  CAMP:  $800. 
Methodist  Home  Camp  is  a  program 
started  several  years  ago  by  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministry’  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  camping  opportunity  for  the 
children  at  the  Methodist  Home  in  New 
Orleans.  The  YSF  grant  is  used  to  help 
cover  the  cost  of  the  children  attending. 
Senior  High  age  youth  serve  as  junior 
counselors,  providing  a  one-to-one  rela¬ 
tionship  for  these  children  with  a  posi¬ 
tive  role  model. 

If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion  about  any  of  these  projects,  please 
contact  YSF,  527  North  Boulevard,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


Youth  ’88  Gathering  in  Illinois 
‘Celebrates  the  Vision’  Aug.  8-12 

old,  or  having  completed  the  ninth  grade 
through  recent  high  school  graduates, 
and  adult  workers  with  youth. 

Individual  youth  and  local  churches 
should  begin  planning  NOW  to  obtain 
needed  money  for  the  trip  by  holding 
fund-raisers,  talking  with  Sunday  School 
classes,  UMW,  UMM  groups,  or  other  ap¬ 
propriate  means. 

The  cost  of  the  event  is  $225,  which 
covers  room,  meals  and  program  fees. 
Registration  forms  will  be  sent  to  each 
church  directly  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  registration  should  be 
returned  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  in 
Nashville.  Forms  have  been  mailed  to  all 
churches  or  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Conference  Office. 

The  youth  from  Louisiana  have  re¬ 
served  three  charter  buses  to  travel  to 
Youth  '88.  The  cost  is  $100  per  person, 
which  will  cover  the  bus  and  a  ticket  to 
"Six  Flags”  in  St.  Louis  on  the  return 
trip.  We  will  be  leaving  from  three  loca¬ 
tions;  Monroe,  New  Orleans,  and  Baton 
Rouge,  on  Sunday  evening,  August  7,  and 
returning  to  the  same  locations  on  Satur¬ 
day,  August  13.  Bus  reservations  will  be 
on  a  first-come  basis  and  should  be  made 
with:  Larry  Lewis,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 

- , 

Registration  for  Transportation  i 

Name  - - - -  i 

Address _ 3 _ _ _ ! - - - I 

Church - Phone - - 

To  leave  from:  | 

_  Baton  Rouge  j 

_  Monroe  | 

_  New  Orleans  I 

Please  send  this  information  to  Larry  Lewis.  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  | 
LA.  70802.  1 


TALKING  IT  OVER  -  At  the  Junior  High  Retreat  last  November,  participants 
had  the  opportunity  for  informal  discussions  with  the  Senior  High  CCYM  members. 


LEADING  THE  SERVICE  —  The  CCYM  presented  the  worship  service  at  the 
Fall  Convocation  last  year  —  a  service  originally  prepared  for  a  Jurisdictional 
event  last  summer.  Pictured  from  I.  to  r.,  Kammie  Seffens,  Angela  Gafford,  Jamie 
Lynn  Musick  and  Leigh  Anne  Croom. 


There  will  be  a  gathering  of  5,000 
United  Methodist  youth  from  across  the 
nation  and  the  world,  August  8-12  at  the 
Western  Illinois  University  in  Macomb, 


Illinois.  Youth  '88  is  an  opportunity  for 
youth  to  claim,  share  and  celebrate 
God’s  love  and  grace  as  revealed  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ,  to  strengthen  commitment  to 
God  and  one  another  and  to  continue 
Christ's  ministry  in  the  world. 

Youth  '88  is  for  all  youth  15-18  years 


Senior  High  Retreat 
Gives  ‘Reason  to  Live’ 


"A  Reason  to  Live”  is  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  Senior  High  Retreat  to  be  held 
March  18-20,  at  Caney  Conference  Cen¬ 
tre  in  Minden.  The  weekend  will  focus  on 
the  issues  of  teenage  suicide  and  self-es¬ 
teem.  ' 

Suicide  is  an  increasing  problem 
among  teens.  Usually,  teenagers  who 
choose  suicide  have  a  low  self-esteem 
which  translates  into  a  feeling  of  hope¬ 
lessness.  During  the  retreat,  the  partici¬ 
pants  will  see  themselves  in  a  positive 
way  and  learn  some  ways  to  help  the 
self-esteem  of  others. 

The  resource  leader  for  the  weekend 
will  be  Mr.  Tom  Holman,  a  social  worker 


with  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston.  Mrs.  Kathy  Earp  from  Pineville 
will  serve  as  song  leader.  The  youth 
members  of  the  CCYM  will  share  leader¬ 
ship  for  portions  of  the  retreat. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  youth  in  grades 
9-12  and  their  adult  sponsors.  Each 
church  is  encouraged  to  send  adequate 
adults  for  their  group.  Registration  is 
limited  to  the  first  200  participants  on  a 
first-come  basis.  The  cost  is  $28  for  the 
weekend.  At  least  $5  must  be  sent  with 
the  registration  to:  Larry  Lewis,  Council 
on  Ministries,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA.  70802.  (Checks  should  be 
made  out  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Senior  High  Retreat  Registration 

City 

Grade 

Youth  Camping  Opportunities 


Caney  Conference  Centre 

June  17-20  Godspell  Youth  Choir 

June  19-25  Christian  Community 

Experience  I 
June  27-July  1  Junior  High  I 
July  18-22  Junior  High  n 

July  24-30  Christian  Community 

Experience  n 

November 

20-23  Senior  High  Camp 


Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

July  15-17  Senior  High 
July  25-29  Junior  High  Camp 

Camp  Istrouma 

June  13-17  Senior  High 
June  20-24  Junior  High  I 
July  17-22  Methodist  Home  Camp 
August  1-5  Junior  High  II 


DCYM  Training  Slated  for  June  9-11 


The  annual  training  event  for  District 
Council  on  Youth  Ministry  (DCYM) 
members  will  be  held  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  June  9-11.  All  youth  and  adult  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  DCYM  are  urged  to  attend 
this  important  event. 

The  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministry 
is  the  body  which  plans  district  youth 
events  in  the  conference.  The  structure 
may  vary,  but  in  most  districts  the 
DCYM  is  composed  of  two  youth  and  one 
adult  from  each  church.  The  training  in 
Shreveport  is  designed  to  help  members 
understand  their  responsibilities  and  to 
share  with  other  districts  about  success¬ 
ful  programs. 


The  training  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  on  Thursday  at  4  p.m.  and  conclude 
following  worship  on  Saturday  morning 
about  11  a.m.  The  cost  is  $35  per  person 
which  includes  materials,  housing  at 
Centenary  College,  and  all  meals  except 
the  Friday  supper.  On  Friday,  each  dis¬ 
trict  will  eat  supper  together  at  a  loca¬ 
tion  of  their  choice.  Local  churches  and 
districts  are  to  help  cover  the  cost  for 
their  participants. 

Registration  for  this  event  should  be 
made  through  the  district  youth  coordi¬ 
nator  or  the  conference  youth  coordina¬ 
tor. 


Youth  Service  Fund  Sunday  to  be 


Observed  in  Churches  on  May  29 


The  date  has  been  set  for  the  1988  ob¬ 
servance  of  Youth  Service  Fund  as  May 
29.  Each  local  church  is  requested  to 
take  a  special  offering  for  YSF  during 
their  worship  service.  YSF  is  money  to 
be  used  for  special  youth  projects  within 
Louisiana  and  out  of  the  Conference. 

All  funds  are 'received  on  a  voluntary 
basis.  In  addition  to  the  special  obser¬ 
vance,  local  church  youth  groups  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  send  10  percent  of  the 
money  they  raise  from  all  projects  to 
YSF.  The  projects  selected  for  grants 
are  determined  entirely  by  the  youth. 

In  1987,  the  Louisiana  Conference 
raised  $4444.22,  coming  from  all  nine  dis¬ 
tricts. 


Alexandria  —  $  80.00 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  —  1553.78 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  —  450.00 

Lake  Charles —  231.50 

Monroe  —  300.99 

New  Orleans/Houma  —  605.78 

New  Orleans/Slidell  —  191.00 

Ruston  —  209.00 

Shreveport  —  589.71 

Fall  Convocation  —  232.46 


A  total  of  72  churches  contributed  to 
YSF  in  1987.  This  ranged  from  a  high  of 
$255  to  a  low  of  $1.  Special  recognition 
goes  to  Boeuf  Prairie,  a  congregation  of 
about  110  members,  who  led  the  Monroe 
District  with  over  $92. 


GETTING  TO  KNOW  EACH  OTHER  —  All  of  the  Conference  Youth  events  In¬ 
volve  some  time  for  recreation  and  fellowship. 
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Faith  Keeps  Spanish  Ministries  Moving  Forward 


luncheon  once  a  month  after  church, 
youth  group  meetings  on  Friday  nights, 
UMW  meetings  once  a  month  and  a  Bible 
study  on  Wednesdays. 

"Our  way  of  evangelism  is  that  we  try 
to  reach  the  Spanish  speaking  people 
with  a  practical  gospel,"  Rev.  Sanfiel 
said.  "We  have  orientation  for  the  new¬ 
comers  and  we  work  closely  with  illegal 
aliens  and  refugees,  helping  them  to  es¬ 
tablish  citizenship." 

"We  help  some  of  the  ones  in  need  with 
clothing  and  food,”  Rev.  Sanfiel  said. 
"Helping  people  in  that  way.  they  feel 
the  love  of  Christ  and  then  are  more  in¬ 
clined  to  come  to  church.” 

Since  English  is  a  second  language  for* 
most  of  these  people,  Rev.  Sanfiel  spends 
a  great  deal  of  her  time  volunteering 
translation  services  to  schools,  hospitals, 
police  departments  and  even  on  the 
scene  of  accidents. 

"I  once  had  to  go  into  the  delivery 
room  with  a  woman  because  she  was  ter¬ 
ribly  frightened  and  spoke  no  English,” 
Rev.  Sanfiel  said. 

The  sanctuary  the  Spanish  Ministries 
uses  is  the  chapel  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  New  Orleans  on  Canal 
Street.  Rev.  Sanfiel’s  office  is  in  the  ad¬ 
ministrative  area  of  the  church  building. 

In  1986,  the  Spanish  Ministries  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  from  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  for 
Outreach  Programs  to  the  Spanish  Com¬ 
munity.  For  1988,  they  have  received  a 
very  small  grant,  $5,000  and  they  hope  to 
get  some  help  with  their  rent  and  elec¬ 
tricity. 

"The  basic  program  for  this  year  will 
be  education  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year,”  Rev.  Sanfiel  said.  “The  educa¬ 
tion  will  be  regarding  AIDS,  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse,  and  suicide,  especially  teen 
suicide." 

"I  am  always  here  in  this  building  try¬ 
ing  to  fill  a  need  and  make  contacts  to 
bring  peopte-Hke  -the  Red  Cross  in  to 
speak  to  the  members.  Sometimes  it  is 
very  difficult,  because  I  try  to  locate 
people  who  can  do  the  programs  in  Span¬ 
ish  since  most  people  are  more  inclined 
to  participate  in  activities  in  Spanish. 
Jhere  are  some  very  real  problems  with 
alcohol  abuse  in  the  Spanish  community 
and  we  are  very  concerned  with  the  chil¬ 


SINGING  THE  PRAISES  —  The  Spanish  Ministries  Choir  says  they  are  “a  musical  group"  and  not  a  choir  because  they  are 
not  as  professional  as  other  groups  in  the  United  States.  They  will  only  wear  their  robes  for  special  occasions,  such  as  for  the 
Christmas  service,  pictured  above. 


dren  and  youth  and  want  to  make  this  a 
part  of  their  education.” 

Rev.  Sanfiel  is  aware  of  the  need  for 
programs  and  activities  through  the 
church,  not  only  to  help  in  the  education 
of  the  people  but  to  also  get  them  to  ac¬ 
tively  participate  in  church  functions. 

"We  have  started  our  Evangelism  2000 
program  and  are  following  all  of  the 
steps,”  Rev.  Sanfiel  said.  “We  have  a 
visitation  campaign  and  our  Methodist 
Women  (UMW)  had  a  doctor  and  a  nurse 
here  for  a  high  blood  pressure  clinic.  Our 
youth  went  to  the  Baptist  Church  for  a 
program,  and  our  youth  will  do  a  pro¬ 
gram  on  friendship.” 

During  the  three  months  of  summer, 
the  Spanish  Ministries  has  special  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  children.  They  have  a  four 
to  six-week  vacation  Bible  School,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  volunteers  and  the  funds. 

The  Spanish  Ministries  is  now  facing 
the  problem  that  First  UMC  is  asking  for 
for  the  congregation  to  pay  rent  for  the 
space  they  use. 


"First  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  very  generous,  giving  us  this  space 
as  their  total  contribution,”  Rev.  Sanfiel 
said.  "But  they've  fallen  on  hard  times, 
too.  We  re  asking  for  money  from  the 
Conference.  Our  other  option  would  be  to 
move  the  Spanish  Ministries  but  that 
would  be  very  difficult.  Tulane  Campus 
Ministries  has  offered  to  let  us  meet 
there,  but  that  is  so  distant  from  here.” 

"So.  we  do  not  know  what  our  future 
holds  as  far  as  facilities  are  concerned. 
We  raised  $500  to  erect  a  sign  for  the 
Spanish  Ministries  in  front  of  the  church, 
but  now  we  don’t  know  if  we’ll  be  here.” 

"We  have  a  loUof  goals,"  Rev.  Sanfiel 
said.  "We  hope  to  continue  growing 
steadily  and  we  hope  to  be  self-sustain¬ 
ing.  We’d  also  like  to  have  our  own  facili¬ 
ties  within  the  next  five  to  seven  years. 
Both  of  these  are  tremendous  goals,  but 
were  going  to  continue  to  work  toward 
them." 

This  congregation  has  done  a  great  job 


in  meeting  its  conference  obligations. 
They  have  paid  100  percent  of  the  appor¬ 
tionment  every  year,  paid  the  benefits 
for  the  Board  of  Pensions,  taken  care  of 
insurance  for  the  minister  and  have  in¬ 
creased  the  contributions  toward  the  sal¬ 
ary.  which  is  all  a  big  help  since  most  of 
the  congregation  is  from  the  very  low  in¬ 
come  bracket. 

Spanish  Ministries  is  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
and  it  is  hoped  that  local  churches  will 
be  able  to  continue  their  support  through 
this  and  other  ministries. 

"Our  phrase  is  “we  entrust  our  futures 
to  God.'  ”  Rev.  Sanfiel  said.  "We  feel  con¬ 
cerned  and  wary  sometimes,  but  we 
know  our  future  belongs  to  Him." 

In  the  sanctuary  of  the  Spanish  Minis¬ 
tries.  I  couldn't  understand  their  words, 
yet  the  hymn  tunes  rang  familiar.  And  as 
they  sang  with  such  gusto,  dedication 
and  devotion,  I  realized  I  was  truly  in  the 
house  of  our  Lord. 


ship  and  worship  at  the  United  Methodist 
years  as  a  local  pastor  at  Calvary  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Jersey.  When 
her  husband,  also  a  Methodist  minister, 
joined  her,  he  wrote  to  fellow  preachers 
across  the  country  to  find  where  a  Span¬ 
ish  ministries  was  needed. 

"We  received  a  letter  that  there  was  a 
need  in  New  Orleans,”  Rev.  Sanfiel  said. 
"A  District  Superintendent  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  told  us  to  think  of  it  as  starting  a 


Spanish  Ministries  of  New  Orleans. 

The  79-member  congregation  is  made 
up  of  Nicaraguans  and  Hondurans,  al¬ 
though  there  are  a  number  of  people 
from  Guatemala,  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico. 

"There  was  a  strong  Spanish  ministry 
in  New  Orleans  in  the  1970s,  with  great 
emphasis  in  the  social  services,”  Spanish 
Ministries  minister  Marta  Sanfiel  said. 
“This  was  mostly  for  the  Cubans  who 
came  over  in  the  freedom  flights.  I  don’t 
know  for  exactly  what  reason,  but  the 
ministry  fell  apart.” 

Rev.  Sanfiel  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1970  in  the  freedom  flights  with  her 
son  Frank.  Her  husband  was  denied  exit 
by  the  Cuban  government  and  was  told 
he  would  be  released  in  three  months. 
However,  it  wasn’t  until  1979  that  he 
made  it  to  the  United  States,  and  then 
joined  his  wife  and  son  in  New  Jersey. 
Marta  Sanfiel  had  worked  for  those  10 


new  church.  When  we  got  here,  we  found 
nothing.  We  found  only  six  old  people  at 
the  worship  service  Sunday  morning.  ’  ’ 

Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  graduated  from 
the  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  Cuba 
and  was  ordained  a  deacon  in  1965.  She 
was  not  appointed  a  full  time  pastor  un¬ 
til  1986.  Her  husband  received  the  ap¬ 
pointment  in  New  Orleans  and  they  both 
worked  very  hard  to  pull  the  Spanish 
Ministries  in  the  city  together. 

"We  received  one  appointment  and 
one  salary,  but  we  were  both  working  at 
— -Sanfiel  said. 

In  1983,  her  husband  found  out  he  had 
cancer  and  died  one  short  year  later.  It 
was  at  that  time  Marta  received  the  ap¬ 
pointment  to  continue  what  they  had 
started. 

Since  that  time,  the  church  member¬ 
ship  has  grown  to  79,  they  have  six  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes,  Sunday  worship,  a 


By  KIM  DENT 


Church  bells  chimed  across  the  other¬ 
wise  silent  Crescent  City.  People  of  all 
ages  began  to  file  into  the  tiny  Chapel. 
As  they  entered  the  sanctuary,  they  em¬ 
braced  friends  and  talked  to  them  with 
enthusiasm. 

There  were  smiles  and  a  great  sense  of 
reverence  shining  on  the  faces  of  all,  as 
the  members  began  their  weekly  fellow- 


1 

FELLOWSHIP  TIME  —  Rev.  Marta  Sanfiel  takes  a  little  time  out  before  worship 
to  visit  with  a  couple  of  the  older  members  at  the  Spanish  Ministries  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 


LISTENING  AND  LEARNING  —  These  people  are  participating  in  the  adult  Sunday  School  class,  held  in  the  chapel  used  by 
the  Spanish  Ministries.  An  active  discussion  was  part  of  the  class,  during  which  a  number  of  the  members  became  involved. 


m-'  — 


A  BIT  SHY  —  This  little  boy  seemed  a 
little  bashful.  He  was  participating  in 
one  of  the  Sunday  School  classes  at  the 
Spanish  Ministries  of  New  Orleans. 


Plane  Crash  Survivor  to  Speak 


The  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  Board  of 
Laity  Banquet  will  be  held  Thursday, 
March  17  at  7  p.m.,  at  the  University 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton 
Rouge. 

Bert  Hamilton,  one  of  only  five  survi¬ 
vors  of  the  Air  Florida  Flight  90  plane 
crash  into  the  Potomac  River  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  in  1982  will  be  the  speaker. 

Some  of  the  points  he  will  cover  in  his 
speech  are:  how  does  one  react  as  a  shed¬ 
ding  aircraft  can’t  lift  its  load;  what  are 
your  thoughts  as  the  aircraft  crashes; 
how  do  you  handle  the  aftermath  of  a 
tragedy  —  and  what  lessons  do  you  learn 
from  it? 

Since  the  crash,  Hamilton  has  spoken 
to  many  churches  and  church  groups,  the 
National  Prayer  Connection,  and  he  has 
appeared  on  the  Today  Show,  Good 
Morning  America,  CBS  Morning  News, 
ABC  World  News,  Phil  Donahue  Show, 
the  700  Club  and  many  more.  His  story 
has  been  featured  in  Guidepost  Maga¬ 
zine,  August  '82  and  others.  The  crash 
was  made  into  a  movie  in  1984  entitled 
"Flight  90  Disaster  on  the  Potomac." 

At  the  time  of  the  crash,  Hamilton  was 
employed  by  Fairchild  Space  and  Elec¬ 
tronics,  after  retiring  from  the  Air  Force 
in  1979.  He  resides  in  Florida  with  his 
wife  and  son. 

Bob  Sides,  district  lay  leader,  will  be 
in  charge  of  the  program  that  will  in¬ 
clude  music  from  St.  Mark’s  United 


Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Oth¬ 
ers  on  the  program  will  include  the 
Youth,  United  Methodist  Men  and  United 
Methodist  Women  District  leaders. 

Tickets  for  the  event  are  on  sale  by  all 
district  UMC  charge  lay  leaders,  as  well 
as  at  the  Conference  Headquarters,  Dis¬ 
trict  Office,  in  Baton  Rouge  and  First 
UMC  Lafayette.  Tickets  should  be  pur¬ 
chased  as  soon  as  possible,  as  no  tickets 
will  be  sold  at  the  door. 


SPEAKER  —  Bert  Hamilton  will  be 
the  speaker  at  the  Baton  Rouge/La¬ 
fayette  district  Laity  Banquet. 


4th  Annual  La.  Conference 

ALL-CLERGY  GOLF  TOURNEY! 


| TUESDAY,  APRILS 


HERE  WE  GO  AGAIN  I  THIS  TIME  AT 
ALEXANDRIA  COUNTRY  CLUB,  ALEXAN 
DRIA.  EVENING  AWARDS  BANQUET 
FOLLOWS  IN  CLUBHOUSE  BALLROOM. 


‘Fellowship 

‘Food 


‘ Competition  :  Prizes 
A  Awards  For  Every 
Skill  Level. 


Tuesday,  April  5 

Tee  Times  are  between  noon  and  1:15  ALL  players  MUST  be  pre¬ 
sent  at  noon.  Each  4-some  will  be  made  of  A,  B,  C  &  D  players. 
Banquet  at  6:30  p.m. 

WHERE?  Alexandria  Country  Club  Is  on  U.S.  165,  7 
miles  south  of  last  traffic  circle  In  Alexan¬ 
dria. 

COST?  $  38  per  player.  Spouses  are  invited  to  eat 
Tuesday  evening,  $I2JX). 


REGISTRATION 

Taar  oft  &  mall  with  check  ANO  skill  level,  to: 
Rev.  Lxny  O'Dell 
Sex  SSS 

WeeUeke,  Uulelene  roses 


ADDRESS. 
PHONE _ 


HANDICAP  M  lest  3  ScweSL- 


<IF  NO  SKILL  LEVEL  8  NOTED.  YOU 
•  WILL  BE  PLACED  IN  CHAMPION. 
SHIP  CATEGORY1.) 


EAGER  TO  LEARN  —  These  two  young  fellows  listen  closely  and  work  diligi 
ly  to  complete  the  Sunday  School  lessons  being  taught  to  them  by  their  teacher. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Executive  Board,  District  Lay 
Leaders  and  Associate  Lay  Leaders  will 
meet  April  9,  at  10  a.m.  at  the  David 
Haas  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bun- 
kie.  This  session  is  intended  to  be  a  dis¬ 
cussion  time  on  the  subject  of  “The 
Duties  of  our  Positions  in  Lay  Activities 
throughout  the  Local  Church,  District, 
and  Conference  Boards."  Everyone  is  in¬ 
vited  to  attend  the  ministry  of  the  laity  is 
the  prime  emphasis. 

The  Lafon  Home  Auxiliary  presented 
a  check  for  $3,750.00  to  the  Lafon  Nurs¬ 
ing  Home  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  Andrew  J  Douglas  is  the 
president  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  Pre¬ 
sentation  was  made  at  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  held  recently  at  Mt.  Zion  UMC.  The 
auxiliary  was  organized  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  the  Home  and  in  the 
well-being  of  the  residents  through 
Christian  service,  in  accordance  with  the 
policies  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  the 
Administrator.  Membership  in  the  auxil¬ 
iary  is  open  to  all  persons  interested  in 
the  Lafon  Home  and  willing  to  uphold 
the  purpose.  The  annual  membership 
drive  is  now  in  progress  and  will  culmi¬ 
nate  on  Saturday  morning,  March  12  at 
10  a  m.,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  Grace 
UMC  in  New  Orleans.  The  public  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  and  join  in  this  most  worthy 
cause. 

Enrollment  at  Centenary  College  is  up 
4  percent  over  the  number  of  students 


enrolled  at  the  college  last  spring.  Some 
972  students  have  enrolled  this  spring, 
compared  to  932  last  spring.  Of  the  972, 
789  are  undergraduate  students  and  183 
are  graduate  students.  In  addition,  there 
are  some  130  students  in  the  MBA  pro¬ 
gram  Representing  20  states  and  10  for¬ 
eign  countries,  the  undergraduates  are 
taking  a  total  of  11,602  hours  of  academ¬ 
ic  credit. 

The  Me’lange  Mission  at  Lakeview 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport 
will  host  a  "Tasting  Tea"  on  March  19 
from  11:30  -1:30  p.m.  The  proceeds  from 
this  event  will  go  to  help  pay  the  pledge 
to  the  Building  Fund.  Not  only  will  there 
be  delicious  food,  (breads,  beverages,  ap¬ 
petizers  salads,  meat  and  vegetable  cas¬ 
seroles  and  desserts)  for  your  taste,  but 
we  will  have  with  us  Norma  Steinman 
with  "Colors  for  Spring  Update."  Tickets 
are  available  from  Me'Lange  members 
and  from  the  church  office  for  $4  and 
recipes  for  various  food  items  will  be  on 
sale  for  10c  each. 

•  •  • 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Many  welcomes  their  new  youth  director 
Randy  Bostian.  We  will  be  working  with 
the  Junior  High  UMYF,  which  meets  at 
6  p.m.  on  Sunday  evening,  and  the  Senior 
High  UMYF,  which  meets  at  7  p.m. 
Randy  is  a  member  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  Administrative 
Board.  Rev.  Louis  Coppage  Jr.  is  the 
pastor  at  Many. 
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Editorial  * 

Learning  from  focus  on  fallen  ‘stars’ 


It  is  tempting  to  dismiss  as  just  anoth¬ 
er  media  sideshow  the  latest  scandal  in¬ 
volving  a  well-known  televangelist. 

After  all,  what  do  the  misdeeds  of  Jimmy 
Swaggart,  Jim  and  Tammy  Bakker,  et  al, 
have  to  do  with  those  of  us  who  identify  with 
traditional  Protestant  Christianity? 

“Plenty."  according  to  Charles  Colson. 

Mr.  Colson  is  the  former  White  House 
aide  who,  after  serving  a  prison  term  for 
his  role  in  the  Watergate  cover-up,  be¬ 
came  a  “born-again"  Christian  and  now 
heads  a  respected  ministry  for  jail  reform. 

In  a  recent  newsletter  for  his  Prison 
Fellowship  organization,  Mr.  Colson  de-N^ 
scribed  the  "Christian-bashing"  he  re¬ 
peatedly  has  encountered  while  touring 
the  country  to  promote  his  new  book. 

Typical,  he  said,  was  a  TV  interview 
that  began  with  the  host  switching  on  a 
pre-recorded  “message"  from  Jim  and 
Tammy  Bakker.  The  host  introduced  the 
segment  by  saying,  “First,  let's  hear 
from  God’s  little  goof  balls." 

Such  caricatures  reflect  a  “derision” 
toward  Christianity  that  “runs  deeper 
than  most  of  us  realize,”  Mr.  Colson  said. 
Media  focus  on  a  “flamboyant  few”  is 
unfairly  tainting  all  Christians,  he  added. 

Consequently,  Mr.  Colson  concluded, 
“the  task  of  presenting  and  defending  the 
Qhristian  message  becomes  increasingly 
difficult." 

We  find  credence  in  and  share  that  con¬ 
cern  up  to  a  point.  The  ongoing  round  of 
editorial  cartoons  and  TV  news  stories 
about  the  foibles  of  big-name  televange¬ 
lists  does  nothing  to  enhance  Christianity. 

At  a  minimum,  such  caricatures  create  a 
climate  in  which  the  worthy  efforts  of 
countless  faithful  Christians  are  overshad¬ 
owed  by  the  misdeeds  of  a  feckless  few. 

It’s  not  constructive,  however,  for 
those  of  us  who  feel  victimized  by  such 
unfairness  simply  to  cry  “foul”  at  the 
media  for  its  fascination  with  religious 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


"stars"  who  fall  from  grace. 

No  amount  of  handwringing  is  likely 
to  end  that  fascination.  Each  generation 
tends  to  have  its  religious  charlatans— 
Amy  Semple  McPherson,  Father  Divine, 
ad  nauseam— whose  disgrace  is  fertile 
soil  for  media  pandering  to  the  lowest 
common  denominator  of  public  taste. 

It  is  far  more  constructive  simply  to 
acknowledge  that  unfortunate  reality  and 
to  seek  ways  to  learn  from  the  ongoing  in¬ 
terest  in  fallen  religious  figures.  At  the 
very  least,  that  interest  provides  some  so¬ 
bering  reminders  about  what  living  and 
proclaiming  the  Christian  way  of  life  en¬ 
tails.  Here  are  three  such  reminders: 

•  Following  the  Christian  way  of  life 
is  unavoidably  “public.” 

Unlike'some  other  religions,  Christianity 
cannot  responsibly  be  lived  apart  from  non¬ 
believers  who  observe  the  degree  to  which 
we  practice  what  we  preach.  Hence,  it  is 
not  an  option  for  us  to  separate  our  faith 
from  our  day-to-day  life  or  to  pretend  that, 
in  some  private  areas  of  our  life,  our  Chris¬ 
tian  identity  doesn’t  apply. 

•  Proclaiming  the  Christian  way  of  life 
is  nearly  always  going  to  be  “uphill.” 

Cultural  obstacles  to  hearing  and  re¬ 
sponding  to  the  Gospel,  including  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  secular  values  and  less  demanding 
lifestyles,  are  inevitable.  Hence,  it  is  par¬ 
ticularly  unfortunate  when  we  who  claim 
the  Christian  name  bring  discredit  to  that 
name  via  our  failures  to  live  faithful  lites. 

•Claiming  a  Christian  identity  does 
not  exempt  us  from  the  reality  of  sin. 

Despite  scriptural  warnings  about  that 
reality,  their  truth  often  doesn’t  fully  hit 
home  until  we  read  headlines  blaring  the 
sinful  actions  of  well-known  Christians. 
Such  headlines  should  remind  us  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  walking  “the  narrow  way"  to  life 
and  the  prayerful  humility  that  should  ac¬ 
company  our  imperfect  efforts  to  do  so. 
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Here  I  Stand 


We  all  need  afresh  dose  of  the  Holy  Spirit 


By  RICHARD  M.  WILKE 

I  am  experiencing  a  new  phenome¬ 
non  for  me.  At  least,  I’m  observing  a 
form  of  church  life  I  haven’t  been 
aware  of  before: 

Lay  people  who 
don’t  want  their 
churches  to  grow. 

It  caught  me  by 
surprise,  because 
so  many  laypeo- 
ple  keep  asking 
for  pastoral  lead-  I 
ership  that  will 
help  them  "reach  B,shopW,lke 
the  youth”  or  “attract  young  fam¬ 
ilies”  or  “increase  our  attendance.”  I 
was  beginning  to  believe  that  we 
preachers  carried  all  the  responsibil¬ 
ity  for  our  inertia. 

Now  I  know  that  the  problem 
reaches  into  the  pew  as  well  as  into 
the  pulpit. 

Let  me  show  you  what  I  mean. 


The  young  women  who  were  new  to 
the  church  asked  for  a  nursery.  The 
older  women  said  a  nursery  hadn’t 
been  needed  for  their  babies  and 
wasn’t  needed  now. 

Objections  poured  in 

A  pastor  helped  young  mothers  or¬ 
ganize  a  “Mom’s  Day  Out"  and  then  a 
pre-school.  Objections  came  pouring 
in  from  Sunday  school  teachers  be¬ 
cause  of  changes  in  their  rooms. 

New  parishioners  in  one  church 
raised  their  hands  on  certain  praise 
choruses  and  hymns.  The  regular 
members  couldn’t  handle  that- 
thought  it  was  too  pentecostal. 

One  Pastor-Parish  Committee 
chairman  pleaded  for  an  enthusiastic 
pastor.  When  such  a  minister  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  waves  of  new  people  came. 
Decisions  were  made  now  in  a  larger 
group.  He  was  no  longer  in  control  so 
he  quit  coming. 


One  church  claimed  they  wanted  a 
youth  program,  so  the  pastor  opened  up 
the  fellowship  hall,  with  good  adult 
leadership,  after  the  Friday  night  ball 
games.  Older  people  complained  about 
the  residual  smell  of  popcorn  and  an 
occasional  soda  pop  bottle  in  a  window. 

Who  are  these  people? 

One  old-timer  in  a  well  established 
church,  now  growing  with  new  con¬ 
verts,  said,  in  exasperation,  “Who  are 
these  people  who  are  coming  to  our 
church,  anyway?” 

Recently  I  talked  to  a  perceptive 
layman  from  Mississippi.  He  became 
so  agitated  at  the  complacency  and 
“closed”  thinking  of  his  fellow  church 
leaders  that  he  stood  up  in  board 
meeting,  when  they  had  just  cut  back 
on  every  outreach,  missional  and 
evangelistic  activity,  and  said: 

"I’m  on  the  finance  committee  of 
the  country  club,  too,  and  I  can’t  tell 


any  difference  in  the  way  we  think 
and  act  there  and  the  way  we  think 
and  act  here.  We  act  like  it’s  our  club 
to  maintain  and  protect.” 

I’ve  been  so  rough  on  the  preachers 
lately.  I  thought  I’d  better  jab  the  laity 
a  little.  The  truth  is,  we  all  need  a 
fresh  dose  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  help  us 
bring  people  in  from  the  highways 
and  hedges,  just  the  way  Jesus  said. 
And  to  welcome  the  stranger,  the  way 
He  also  said.  We  have  a  lot  of  praying 
and  a  lot  of  soul  searching  to  do. 

Bishop  Richard  M.  Wilke  is  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  United  Methodism's  Ar¬ 
kansas  Area.  His  article  is  reprinted 
by  permission  of  the  Arkansas  United 
Methodist. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (two  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  J  Stand.”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


.  Pontius'  Puddle 


•••PUL ASE  SEND  MONEY 
TO  KEEP  OUR  MINISTRY  ■ 
OKI  THE  AIR  SO  WE 
CAN  CONTINUE.  TO  ASK 
YOU  FOR  MORE  MONEY 


IT'S  NOT  THE  SEPARATION 
OP  CHURCH  AND  STATE 
THAT  CONCERNS  ME— 

IT'S  THE  SEPARATION  / 
OP  CHURCH  AND  ESTATE ! 


Ml 


Grape  boycott  proposal  asks  victims  to  feed  robber 


To  the  Editor: 

The  proposed  boycott  of  California- 
grown  table  grapes  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  angers  me 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  26). 

At  a  time  when  American  farmers  are 
struggling  for  their  lives,  our  Church  and 
Society  board  sees  fit  to  make  farmers 
the  “whipping  boys”  of  what  they  per¬ 
ceive,  from  their  position  of  remoteness, 
to  be  an  inequity  in  farm  labor  wages. 

Farmers  traditionally  have  had  al¬ 
most  no  control  over  either  their  cost  of 
doing  business  nor  the  price  that  they  re¬ 
ceive  for  their  products.  Wholesalers,  re¬ 
tailers,  and  the  transportation  industry 
have  frequently  made  more  profit  from 
farm  products  than  have  farmers. 

Yet,  it  is  the  farmer  who  is  being  re¬ 
quired  to  bear  the  entire  burden  of  farm 
labor  wage  increases. 

It  is  my  guess  that  urban  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops,  cabinets  and  laymembers  have 
almost  no  insight  into  this.  But,  in  true 
“knee-jerk"  fashion,  they  respond  to  one¬ 
sided  reports  of  the  plight  of  farm  workers. 
Naturally,  boycotting  is  the  answer. 

If  there  is  any  group  losing  membership 
faster  than  the  United  Methodist  Church, 


it  is  probably  the  farming  industry. 

To  ask  rural  United  Methodist  Church 
members  to  financially  and  spiritually 
support  a  parent  organization  that  advo¬ 
cates  boycotting  farm  products  is  like 
asking  a  recent  robbery  victim  to  fix 
lunch  for  the  robber. 

No,  I  am  not  a  farmer.  I  am  an  urban 
small  animal  veterinarian. 

William  V.  Allen 
Visalia,  California 

Houston  framers  thanked 

To  the  Editor: 

Kenneth  Hoover's  effusion  of  words 
about  the  Houston  Declaration  is  very  in¬ 
teresting  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

I  can’t  help  but  wonder  what  invec¬ 
tives  he  would  have  for  the  "far  left” 
that  he  claims  no  association  with. 

From  my  work  as  a  Christian  advo¬ 
cate  and  activist  for  the  past  32  years,  I 
recommend  what  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion  has  to  say  to  us. 

Much  was  left  unsaid  by  Dr.  William 
Hinson  when  he  referred  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action  as  one 
“caucus  group”  that  seeks  to  undermine 
church  teachings  on  homosexuality  (see 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Casselberry,  Fla. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  425  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Tuskawilla  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Casselberry,  Fla.  (Florida 
Conference). 

This  is  the  most  recent  addition  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 


REPORTER 


Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty.  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder. 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace.  Managing  Editor;  Cynthia 
Astle.  Douglas  Cannon,  Glen  Larum, 
Roberta  Sappington,  Stephen  Swecker, 
Associate  Editors,  Denise  Stovall,  Staff 
Writer;  Production:  Sharon  Foley,  Com¬ 
position  Manager;  Jean  Prali,  Journals 
Manager;  Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Pro¬ 
cessing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W. 
Commerce  St.,  Dallas.  Texas  75212,  as  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  141-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Method¬ 
ist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
or  any  of  the  denomination's  general  boards  or 
agencies.  The  Reporter  does  serve  as  the  official 
publication  for  33  annual  conferences  that  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin¬ 
ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or 
the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter’s  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the 
views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $16  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition,  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas.  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Casselberry, 
we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


UMR,  Dec.  26). 

That  is  not  all  they  seek  to  undermine. 
The  Federation  was  organized  in  1908 
and  is  most  logically  defined  as  an  agita¬ 
tion-propaganda  apparatus  to  use  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  promote  rev¬ 
olution,  socialism,  and  world  govern¬ 
ment.  In  fact,  we  would  have  had  a 
Soviet  "Amerika”  a  long  time  ago  if 
their  goals  had  been  achieved. 

I  want  to  thank  the  faithful  United 
Methodist  pastors  for  the  Houston  Decla-t : 
ration.  It  has  been  long  overdue.  If  any, 
reader  would  like  more  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  Methodist  Federation  for  So¬ 
cial  Action,  please  feel  free  to  call  or 
write  me.  There  is  no  charge.  It  is  what  I 
call  my  public  service. 

Melvin  Tracy 
(  Argonia,  Kansas 

Time  to  turn  tb  Jude 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodists  are  facing  three 
problems  at  the  upcoming  General  Con¬ 
ference:  the  role  of  Scripture,  language 
for  the  Trinity,  and  whether  practicing 
homosexuals  should  be  ordained  or  con¬ 
tinued  in  representative  positions  in  the 
church. 

I  have  been  led  to  read  the  book  of 
Jude.  It  is  one  of  the  sources  of  guidance 
in  the  Bible  for  Christians. 

I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  instruc¬ 
tions  found  therein. 

Eleanor  Schneider 
Nokomis,  Illinois 

Rural  plight  echoed 

To  the  Editor: 

My  thanks  to  June  Hart  for  her  well- 
written  article  on  rural  churches  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Feb.  26  “Here  I  Stand” 
column. 

I  am  pastor  of  two  small  country 
chufches  which  have  fewer  than  50 
members  each.  They  are  a  proud  people 
who  work  hard  to  keep  their  church 


alive.  Sometimes  this  is  very  frustrating 
for  them  and  me,  in  that  we  hardly  ever 
receive  new  members.  The  average  age 
in  each  of  the  churches  is  more  than  60. 

There  are  but  a  few  young  people  to 
whom  to  pass  on  the  reins  of  these  two 
beautiful  churches.  They  are  approxi¬ 
mately  19  miles  apart,  and  they  are  in 
separate  counties.  I  can  empathize  with 
those  ministers  mentioned  in  the  writer’s 
article  who  have  to  drive  “a  hilly,  wind¬ 
ing  45-mile  circuit  each  Sunday.” 

I  too  travel  about  a  45-mile  circuit 
each  Sunday,  and  on  other  days  as  well, 
over  very  “hilly,  winding”  roads.  It  is 
most  difficult  to  visit  in  homes,  and  then 
drive  to  several  scattered  cities  to  visit 
in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes. 

Yes,  I  too  feel  -  the  small  country 
churches  are  not  'as  well  represented  at 
the  conference  level  as  are  the  larger 
churches  who  are  served  by  ordained 
ministers. 

Members  of  small  country  churches 
need  to  be  as  well  represented  at  confer¬ 
ence  as  are  members  in  the  larger 
churches.  Surely  there  are  solutions  to 
this  discrepancy. 

Bill  F.  Jones 
Bobwhite,  Texas 

Editorial  lambasted 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  comment  on  the  Feb.  5  edito¬ 
rial  regarding  Israel  and  the  Palestin¬ 
ians. 

I  take  strong  exception  to  the  Report¬ 
er’s  allusions  to  the  Holocaust  in  its  dis¬ 
cussion  of  Israel’s  handling  of 
Palestinian  riots  on  the  West  Bank. 

It  shows  an  appalling  lack  of  judgment 
to  compare  the  loss  of  38  lives,  however 
regrettable  that  may  be,  with  the  sys¬ 
tematic  destruction  of  six  million  people. 

Further,  the  implication  that  Israel’s 
unacceptable  behavior  in  this  situation 
will  diminish  the  Holocaust  as  a  symbol 
of  Jewish  suffering  shows  a  shocking  in¬ 


sensitivity  to  the  immense  tragedy  of 
that  event. 

The  situation  Israel  finds  itself  in  with 
regard  to  governing  Palestinians  on  the 
West  Bank  is  a  complicated  moral  di¬ 
lemma  that  defies  simplistic  answers. 

Holding  Israel  up  to  ridicule  by  deliv¬ 
ering  moral  lectures  without  offering  so¬ 
lutions  does  not  shed  any  light  on  the 
subject  and  cheapens  the  concern  shown 
for  the  problem. 

Robert  A.  Miller 
Washington,  D.C. 

Too  bad  for  Jimmy! 

To  the  Editor: 

Obviously,  in  sexual  matters,  Solomon 
was  a  victim  of  the  same  compulsive  ob¬ 
sessive  behavior  weakness  as  is  Jimmy 
Swaggart. 

However,  being  a  king  and  living  un¬ 
der  different  social  circumstances,  all 
Solomon  had  to  do  was  to  take  care  of 
the  situation  under  public  approval  by 
accumulating  a  harem  of  300  wives  and 
700  concubines! 

Therefore,  I  suppose  this  helped  Solo¬ 
mon  to  attain  a  lasting  reputation  as  the 
world’s  wisest  man  of  all  time. 

Too  bad  for  Jimmy!  His  fellow  biblical 
inerrantists  will  fail  to  appreciate  the 
irony  apparent  in  all  this. 

Jeff  P.  Paul 
Sacramento,  California 

Column  made  me  feel  good 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  note  to  tell  you  that  Dan  Louis’ 
column  “On  the  UMR  Beat"  was  such  a 
lovely  tribute  to  his  mother  (see  UMR, 
Feb.  19).  I  had  the  same  kind  of  mother. 

I  get  so  depressed  sometimes  after 
reading  some  of  the  lack  of  compassion 
in  the  letters  to  the  editor  that  it  was 
wonderful  to  read  something  that  just 
made  me  feel  good  all  over. 

Ruth  L.  Harder 
Austin,  Texas 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Guide’s  story  captures  essential  reality  of  Easter 


Each  year  during  Lent  my  thoughts 
rush  ahead  to  anticipate  the  mystery  of 
the  empty  tomb  and 
the  joy  of  Easter. 

The  mental  im¬ 
ages  of  a  tomb,  an¬ 
gels  in  white,  women 
weeping,  and  men 
breathlessly  running 
and  peering  into  a 
shallow  cavern  in  the 
Dan  Louis  side  of  a  hill  always 
have  seemed  abstract  and  vague. 

But  this  year  is  different.  This  year  I 
envision  a  particular  hill  and  a  particu¬ 
lar  opening  in  the  side  of  that  hill. 

The  chamber  my  imagination  sees  this 
year  in  its  eagerness  for  Easter  is  a 
tomb  I  visited  last  fall  in  Israel. 

It  is  just  out  from  the  old  city  of  Jeru¬ 
salem  across  from  the  Damascus  Gate  in 
a  place  called  the  Garden  Tomb.  Com¬ 
pared  to  most  biblical  archaeological 
sites  in  this  land,  this  one  is  a  latecomer. 

The  site  was  not  identified  until  the 
late  19th  century  as  the  place  where  Je¬ 
sus  could  have  been  buried. 

General  Gordon,  a  British  military 
hero  in  China,  noted  that  it  was  more 
like  biblical  descriptions  of  the  tomb 
where  Jesus  was  laid  than  the  more  tra¬ 
ditional  location  a  short  distance  away  in 
the  old  city  of  Jerusalem. 

An  association  of  British  Protestants 
owns  and  maintains  a  pleasant  garden  on 
several  acres  adjacent  to  the  tomb.  Visi¬ 
tors  go  there  for  viewing,  meditation, 
and  worship. 
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A  guide  tells  the  story  of  the  tomb  proposed  in  1883  by  a  British  soldier  as 
the  possible  burial  place  of  Jesus.  The  soldier  thought  it  better  fit  biblical 
descriptions  than  did  the  traditional  burial  site. 


I  visited  the  Garden  one  afternoon.  I 
strolled  about  the  grounds.  From  a  special 
viewing  platform  I  studied  the  hill  that 
General  Gordon  believed  could  be  Golgo¬ 
tha  because  of  its  skull-like  shape. 

As  I  waited  my  turn  in  line  to  stoop 
and  slip  through  the  cool  stone  of  the 
hillside  into  the  small  chamber,  I  kept 
telling  myself  there  was  no  way  this 
could  be  the  “real"  tomb  where  Christ 
had  been  placed.  It  seemed  even  less 
likely  to  be  so  than  the  traditional  site  I 
had  seen  earlier. 

I  stood  inside,  my  thoughts  interrupted 
only  by  the  faint  click  of  cameras  and  the 
accompanying  flash,  followed  by  the  whir 
of  power  film-advances.  Despite  my  skep¬ 
ticism  about  this  particular  place,  I  real- 


izeu  that  u  Scripture  has  any  validity, 
there  is.  or  was.  a  tomb  somewhere  that 
once  held  the  body  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

In  the  coolness  of  that  room  I  wanted 
to  believe  that  this  was  THE  tomb. 
Lumps  came  to  my  throat,  my  breathing 
became  short,  and  my  eyes  moistened. 

My  reason  chastised  my  emotion  for 
its  excursion  into  fantasy.  I  jerked  my¬ 
self  away  and  slipped  back  through  the 
small  door— but  not  before  taking  one 
last  look  over  my  shoulder.  Once  more 
from  deep  inside  me  something  said:  “It 
could  be." 

Then  within  minutes  a  brief  incident 
reminded  me  that  it  is  not  essential  that 
Christians  ever  identify  THE  tomb 
where  Jesus  was  laid.  What  is  essential  is 


our  belief  in  the  stunning  reality  that  the 
tomb  represents. 

Just  outside  the  garden  tomb  a  guide 
explained  to  our  group  the  obvious  truth 
that  no  one  could  be  sure  this  was  the 
place  where  Jesus  had  been  laid.  Then  he 
told  the  following  story: 

A  tourist,  whom  the  guide  described  as 
a  whirlwind  picture  collector,  had  come 
to  the  Garden  one  day  and  asked  to  be 
taken  straight  to  the  tomb.  He  took  sev¬ 
eral  quick  pictures  and  was  rushing  back 
to  the  entrance  with  the  guide  when  he 
demanded:  “Now  tell  me,  what  is  differ¬ 
ent  about  this  tomb?” 

Obviously  in  need  of  a  quick  response, 
the  guide  offered  one  that,  taken  literal¬ 
ly,  did  not  answer  the  question. 

For  me,  however,  his  reply  captures 
the  essential  mystery  of  our  faith  no 
matter  which  tomb  Christ  was  laid  in: 

“It  is  empty!” 

—DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 


My  Witness 

Sharing  groups  can 
be  ‘demonstration 
plots’  for  Kingdom 

By  C.  J.  BURLESON,  JR. 

Back  in  the  1960s  and  1970s,  Ben  John¬ 
son,  via  the  Lay  Witness  Mission,  gave  us 
a  glimpse  of  what  could  happen  to  a  con-  ; 
gregation  when  they  had  a  chance  to  tell  ; 
their  stories  and  to  experience,  love,  fel-  ; 
lowship,  and  growth  in  sharing  groups. 
We  still  need  to  find  a  way  to  capture  the  ; 
hearts  of  people  no  matter  what  we  ; 
might  call  it.  Corporate  worship  at  its  ; 
very  best  is  not  enough.  Small,  vital  j 
church  school  classes  could  be  a  start. 

I  would  like  to  witness  to  what  belong-  | 
ing  to  a  sharing  group  has  meant  to  me.  *  ' 

In  1968,  I  experienced  a  “Damascus 
Road"  conversion.  From  that  time,  my> 
wife  and  I  have  been  members  of  a  shar-'  4 
ing  group,  almost  continuously. 

For  the  first  few  years  the  groups 
were  sponsored  by  the  local  church,  but 
it  only  took  one  appointment  for  the 
church’s  interest  to  fade.  Let’s  face  it, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  organiza-  ,- 
tion  is  task-oriented  and  does  not  adapt  , 
too  well. 

Our  group  helped  us  raise  our  chil-  . 
dren,  helped  keep  our  marriage  together/.;' 
provided  real  friends  that  trusted  and  ac¬ 
cepted  us,  and  more  importantly  taught  .  • 
us  to  trust  and  love  others.  In  other  ,• 
words,  the  group  was  a  “demonstration', 
plot"  (as  Clarence  Jordan  once  put  it)  of  ; 
the  Kingdom. 

Our  needs  are  many.  We  need  laypeo-,- 
ple,  willing  to  witness- tftthow  God  is  in  . 
the  life-changing  business  and  to  tell  how  ■ 
God  is  changing  their  lives.  We  need  pas:  v 
tors  who  are  willing  to  let  laypeople  wit: 
ness  and  we  need  preachers  who  are 
willing  to  tell  their  story. 

We  do  not  need  to  imitate  any  other  , 
denomination.  We  have  enough  resources 
and  tradition  to  get  the  job  done.  My  dai-  , 
ly  prayer  is  that  we  do  it. 

C.  J.  Burleson  is  a  member  of  First  • 
United  Methodist  Church  in  KerrviUe.  Tx. 
(Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 
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Is  From  an  Evangelist 


EVANGELISM 

Perkins  Mentor  Program  links  a  Training  Pastor  with  experienced. 

qualified  ministers,  to  learn  holistic  approaches  to  evangelism. 
Apply  by  March  31,  1988  for  2-year  program;  references  required 
for  Training  Pastors;  partial  scholarships  available. 

Inquiries:  Continuing  Education,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas.  Texas  75275-0133;  phone  214-692-2251. 
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Congregations  challenged  to  rebirth  as  healing  agents 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

SAN  FRANCISCO— If  the  health 
and  welfare  challenges  of  the  coming 
decade  are  to  be  met,  local  congrega¬ 
tions  should  resume  their  roles  as 
communities  of  healing. 

That  was  the  core  message  Protes¬ 
tant  health-care  practitioners  heard 
recently. 

Abilities  of  local  congregations  to 
give  compassionate  support  to  the 
suffering  are  being  inadequately 
used,  according  to  several  church-re¬ 
lated  health-care  specialists  who 
spoke  to  the  48th  annual  conference 
;of  the  United  Methodist  Health  and 

Long-term 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Long-term 
health  care  is  being  pushed  as  a  ma¬ 
jor  issue  for  the  coming  presidential 
campaign  by  a  coalition  of  citizens' 
groups  and  church-related  health  and 
welfare  agencies. 

The  United  Methodist  Health  and 
Welfare  Association  is  joining  115  or¬ 
ganizations  backing  Long  Term  Care 
'88,  said  John  T.  Hoban,  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  administrative  assistant. 

Long  Term  Care  ’88  is  a  political 
action  group  formed  by  the  American 
Association  of  Retired  Persons  and 
the  Villers  Foundation  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  said  Dr.  Stephen  R.  McConnell 
of  AARP,  who  spoke  to  the  recent 
48th  annual  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Health  and  Welfare  Associ¬ 
ation. 

“Even  faith  is  no  defense”  against 
the  emotional  and  financial  burden  of 
long-term  care,  said  Dr.  McConnell. 

Dr.  McConnell  explained  that  he  re¬ 
cently  had  placed  his  own  father,  a  re- 


Welfare  Association.  The  association 
met  jointly  with  the  Protestant 
Health  and  Welfare  Assembly. 

Centuries  ago,  local  congregations 
were  the  cradle  of  modern  health  and 
hospital  care,  said  Dr.  Harold  Wilke, 
a  United  Church  of  Christ  historian 
and  executive  director  of  The  Healing 
Community  of  White  Plains,  N  Y. 

Dr.  Wilke  said  it  was  the  response 
of  his  own  family,  church  and  com¬ 
munity  that  enabled  him  to  learn  the 
skills  he  needed  to  overcome  his  dis¬ 
ability.  He  was  born  without  arms. 

Mainly  elderly  under  care 

Today,  traditional  faith-community 


tired  Protestant  minister,  into  a 
nursing  home  after  a  massive  stroke. 

Nursing  home  care  costs  an  aver¬ 
age  of  $25,000  annually,  he  said. 

Dr.  McConnell  showed  a  new  video 
titled  "Our  Parents,  Our  Children, 
Ourselves,”  which  tells  of  three  fam¬ 
ilies  struggling  with  the  responsibility 
of  long-term  care  for  relatives. 

Several  chairpersons  of  United 
Methodist  annual  conference  health 
and  welfare  agencies  said  they 
planned  to  order  the  video  for  use  in 
their  own  local  forums. 

Dr.  McConnell  said  Long  Term 
Care  ’88  held  a  series  of  forums  with 
presidential  candidates  prior  to  the 
New  Hampshire  primary.  He  said  he 
believed  the  effort  had  raised  the  can¬ 
didates’  consciousness  of  the  issue. 

Republican  candidate  Sen.  Robert 
Dole,  a  United  Methodist,  has  made 
long-term  care  one  of  his  top  priori¬ 
ties,  Dr.  McConnell  said.  Congress¬ 
man  Richard  Gephardt  and 
Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis, 


support  extends  mainly  to  the  care  of 
extremely  frail  elderly  people.  fla. 
fastest  growing  segment  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  population,  said  the  Rev.  Charles 
Fahey,  a  Catholic  monsignor  who  is 
former  head  of  the  U.S.  Council  on 
Aging  and  a  futurist  with  Fordham 
University. 

“Many  institutions  are  serving  as 
surrogates  for  the  caring  communi¬ 
ty,"  he  said.  “Our  view  of  the  Gospel 
is  that  binding  up  wounds  is  endemic. 
Congregations  can  do  much  more  to 
ease  hurting.” 

With  some  training  by  profession¬ 
als,  underwritten  by  larger  church 
bodies,  local  congregations  can  en- 


Democratic  contenders,  have  debated 
each  other  on  the  issue,  he  added. 

"Now  that  the  candidates  are 
aware  of  the  issue,  we  expect  more 
debate  on  how  to  finance  long-term 
care,"  Dr.  McConnell  said. 

He  recommended  that  any  national 
long-term  care  plan  be  intergenera- 
tional,  not  just  for  the  elderly.  A  so¬ 
cial  insurance  program  for  long-term 
care  probably  will  have  to  be  con¬ 
structed  to  build  upon  private  insur¬ 
ance.  he  said. 

The  coalition  expects  soon  to  desig¬ 
nate  a  "Long-Term  Care  Sabbath,”  to 
foster  debate  on  the  issue  among  lo¬ 
cal  congregations,  he  added. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Fahey  of  Ford- 
ham  University  said  in  an  earlier 
workshop  that  an  informal  health 
care  system  of  family  and  friends  now 
cares  for  extremely  frail  aged  people. 

"For  every  frail  person  in  an  insti¬ 
tution,  there  are  two  being  cared  for 
by  family,”  he  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


care  presidential  issue 


gage  in  support,  respite  and  counsel¬ 
ing  to  givers  of  long-term  care  for  the 
elderly  or  disabled.  Dr.  Fahey  said. 

Dr.  Fahey  pointed  out  that  Ameri¬ 
cans  soon  will  have  to  make  "excruci¬ 
ating"  economic  decisions  that 
probably  will  require  institutional 
health  care  cutbacks.  Local  congrega¬ 
tions  can  help  ease  this  strain  by  un¬ 
dertaking  more  spiritual  care  tasks, 
he  said. 

"Our  major  task  now  is  how  we  de¬ 
velop  these  caring  communities,”  he 
said.  "Our  straitened  resources  can 
save  our  souls." 

Enhance  the  legacy  of  healing 

Congregations  can  “claim  the  lega¬ 
cy  (of  healing)  and  enhance  it,”  said 
Dr.  Scott  Houston,  president  of  Wes¬ 
leyan  Homes  of  Atlanta,  Ga. 

“It  is  possible  to  be  competent 
without  being  compassionate,"  Dr. 
Houston  cautioned.  “The  ideal  (for  a 
practitioner)  combines  compassion 
with  business  ability." 

The  continued  raveling  of  church 
ties  to  health  care  ministries,  caused 
by  perceived  legal  liabilities  in  a  liti¬ 
gious  society,  weakens  the  spiritual 
identity  of  church-related  health  care, 
he  said. 

The  way  to  renew  this  spiritual 
link,  Dr.  Houston  said,  is  for  local 
congregations  to  stress  the  unique 
role  of  compassion  that  church-relat¬ 
ed  health  care  provides,  especially  in 
its  services  to  the  poor. 

“To  distance  ourselves  indicates  a 
withdrawal  of  commitment  (to  re¬ 
lieve  human  suffering)  that  we’ve  his¬ 
torically  had,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Martin  E.  Marty,  professor  of 
modern  religious  history  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Chicago  and  president  of 
the  Park  Ridge  (Ill.)  Center  for 
Health,  Faith  and  Ethics,  said  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  government  and  business  into 


health  care  hasn't  overwhelmed  reli¬ 
gious  health  and  welfare  services. 

Needed  more  than  ever 

Instead,  he  said,  crises  in  health, 
staggering  governmental  debt,  the  op¬ 
pressive  nature  of  government  and  its 
failure  to  understand  human  need  have 
made  religious  health  and  human  ser¬ 
vices  more  necessary  than  before. 

Dr  Marty  likened  faith-connected 
health  and  human  services  to  a  gar¬ 
den  in  which  each  "genus”  of  faith  has 
its  identity  consciously  tended  by  a 
"culture  faculty.”  He  characterized 
this  "faculty"  as  a  core  of  creative  vi¬ 
sionaries  within  the  majority  of  each 
denomination. 

"Our  mission  grows  out  of  our 


roots,"  he  said  "Are  we  faithful  to 
our  founders’  intentions?  What  do  we 
have  to  say  that's  special?” 

Dr.  Marty  recommended  health 
and  human  services  programs  "learn 
where  we  are  and  whither  we  are 
tending. 

"The  most  effective  Protestant  wit¬ 
ness  is  through  acts  of  mercy."  he 
said.  "Institutions  stand  the  best 
chance  of  setting  forth  this  example. 
We’re  not  the  whole  show,  but  God 
breaks  through  us." 

Once  in  touch  with  the  spiritual 
roots  of  their  denomination,  churches 
and  their  related  health  and  welfare 
ministries  can  engage  in  the  Christian 
response  to  "creation,  others.  God  and 
self,"  Dr.  Marty  said. 


Health  association  fights 
deletion  from  ‘Discipline’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  FRANCISCO— The  United 
Methodist  Health  and  Welfare  Associa¬ 
tion,  facing  possible  elimination  from 
the  Book  of  Discipline,  has  taken  its 
case  directly  to  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  via  a  mail  campaign. 

Dr  Robert  F.  Willner,  the  associa¬ 
tion’s  executive  director,  said  the  net¬ 
work  of  United  Methodist-related 
health  care  agencies  is  protesting  a 
proposal  to  remove  reference  to  it 
from  the  Discipline. 

Dr.  John  A.  Murdock,  associate 
general  secretary  of  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  of  the  UM  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  said  the  move  to 
delete  reference  to  the  association  is 
"for  legal  reasons  and  reasons  of  con¬ 
sistency  " 

Dr.  Murdock  said  the  proposed  leg¬ 


islation  is  intended  to  distance  the 
United  Methodist  Church  from  the  as¬ 
sociation  and  its  agencies,  over  which 
the  church  has  no  direct  control,  and 
thereby  forestall  potential  legal  li¬ 
ability  in  what  he  described  as  a  liti¬ 
gious  society. 

Dr.  Murdock  pointed  out  that  no 
other  affiliated  groups,  including  the 
Health  and  Welfare  Department’s 
own  association,  the  Community  of 
Healing  Ministries,  are  listed  in  the 
Discipline. 

Dr.  Willner  responded.  "We  dispute 
the  proposed  legislation  from  legal 
and  moral  perspectives.  We  re  a  coop¬ 
erative  ministry  that  needs  to  be  re¬ 
integrated  into  the  life  of  the  church, 
but  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  no 
longer  sees  us  as  a  co-partner  " 

—CYNTHIA  B  ASTLE 


Survey  gauges  women’s  participation  in  church  ‘authority’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif.— Ethnic  minority 
women  hold  a  slightly  higher  level  of  po¬ 
sitions  of  authority  in  local  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches  than  do  "majority” 
women,  reports  the  denomination’s  mon¬ 
itoring  agency  for  women. 

Meeting  in  San  Diego  Feb.  25-28,  the 
General  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  gave  its  members  a  pre¬ 
liminary  report  of  a  survey  of  1,000  local 
churches  on  the  participation  of  women. 

The  survey  was  done  by  Dr.  Charles 
Stewart  III,  assistant  professor  of  politi¬ 
cal  science  at  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  a  United  Methodist  layman 
and  a  former  member  of  the  commission. 

Dr.  Stewart  said  a  special  analysis 
was  conducted  on  participation  of  wom¬ 
en  in  predominantly  ethnic  minority  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

The  full  survey  will  be  part  of  the 
commission’s  report  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  meeting  April  26-May  6  in  St. 
Louis. 

‘One  significant  exception’ 

Reporting  on  the  survey,  Dr.  Stewart 
said  that,  "with  one  very  significant  ex-, 
ception,  women  participate  at  higher 
rates  in  ethnic  minority  local  churches 
than  in  Anglo  churches.  This  includes  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  services  and 
the  committees  of  the  church. 

"For  instance,  36  percent  of  the  lay 
leaders  of  ethnic  churches  are  women, 
cojnpared  to  26  percent  in  non-ethnic 
churches. 


"Over  half  the  ushers  in  ethnic 
churches  are  women  (56  percent),  com¬ 
pared  to  only  19  percent  in  Anglo 
churches;  48  percent  of  the  liturgists  are 
women  in  ethnic  churches,  compared  to 
39  percent  in  Anglo  churches.” 

However,  Dr.  Stewart  said,  “The  one 
exception  is  the  area  of  preaching,  where 
ethnic  minority  churches  are  less  likely 
to  open  their  pulpits  than  in  non-ethnic 
churches. 

"Only  one-third  of  the  ethnic  congre¬ 
gations  surveyed  reported  a  woman  had 
preached  during  the  previous  year,  com¬ 
pared  with  two-thirds  of  the  non-ethnic 


congregations.” 

He  observed  that  this  finding  is  very 
troubling,  given  the  focal  point  of  the  ser¬ 
mon  in  United  Methodist  worship  services. 

Dr.  Stewart  told  the  Reporter  that  80 
percent  of  the  ethnic  respondents  came 
from  black  United  Methodist  churches. 

"We  have  found  that  the  survey  is  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  ethnic  churches  in  the 
denomination,”  he  added. 

Goals  for  new  commission 

In  light  of  its  survey  findings,  the  com¬ 
mission  approved  new  goals  for  empow¬ 
ering  racial /ethnic  women  to  serve  at  all 


Seminary  ‘inclusiveness’ 
monitoring  update  given 


NEW  BOOK  RELEASE 

“Outwit  the  Devil” 

BY 

ROALLA  MCCLUNEY 
Member  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston,  Texas  Book  praised 
by  author  Merlin  Carothers. 

Tells  how  to  deal  with  Satan. 

Send  $8.00  to:  ROSAM  Ministry 
4004  Branard 
Houston,  TX  77027 
(713)623-4027 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif. — In  an  effort  to  as¬ 
sure  inclusion  of  women  at  all  levels  of 
United  Methodist  seminaries,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  heard  an  update  last 
month  on  a  visit  by  its  monitoring  and 
research  unit. 

Don  Mendenhall,  a  layman  from  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  announced  findings  of  a 
1986  monitoring  visit  to  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity,  Dallas. 

During  each  year  of  the  1985-88  qua- 
drennium,  the  commission  conducted 
two  on-site  monitoring  visits  to  see  if 
UM-related  seminaries  are  "supportive 
of  inclusiveness  of  women's  issues  in 
concept,  language,  practice  and  minis¬ 
try,"  Mr.  Mendenhall  said. 

Results  of  the  visits  are  shared  with 
the  commission  as  well  as  with  officials 
of  the  seminaries. 

"Perkins  is  showing  good  intentional- 
ity  in  its  effort  to  promote  educational 
opportunities  and  provide  environments 
which  are  supportive  of  inclusiveness  of 
women’s  issues  .  .  ..’’hesaid. 

The  monitoring  team  commended  Per¬ 
kins  officials  for  having  as  many  as  41 
percent  women  in  its  degree  programs 
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and  for  placing  women  in  high  adminis¬ 
trative  positions. 

The  team  also  commended  the  semi¬ 
nary  on  its  chapel  services  featuring 
hymns  that  contain  inclusive  language. 

However,  said  Mr.  Mendenhall,  the 
monitoring  team  had  several  areas  of 
concern,  such  as  the  perception  by  some 
persons  at  the  seminary  that  women’s 
studies  are  of  a  practical  but  not  aca¬ 
demic  nature. 

"In  conclusion,”  the  report  said,  "Per¬ 
kins  is  making  measurable  progress  in 
women’s  issues  like  feminist  theology 
and  women  in  ministry.  Within  the  total 
seminary  process,  attempts  are  being 
made  to  incorporate  feminist  and  libera¬ 
tion  theology  in  the  course  syllabi,  lec¬ 
ture  outlines,  forums  and  in  the 
seminary  as  a  whole.” 

Other  seminaries  visited  by  monitor¬ 
ing  teams  from  COSROW  during  the  past 
three  years  are  the  School  of  Theology  at 
Claremont  (Calif.);  Duke  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School,  Durham,  N.C.;  and  Gar¬ 
rett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary, 
Evanston,  Ill. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


levels  of  the  general  church  during  the 
next  four  years. 

A  10-member  committee,  convened  by 
representatives  of  the  women’s  commis¬ 
sion,  compiled  the  list  of  priorities  based 
on  information  from  consultations,  con¬ 
ferences,  and  seminars  held  by  and  for 
ethnic  women  during  the  past  10  years. 

The  list  of  priorities  endorsed  by  the 
four  racial  ethnic  caucuses — Asian- 
American.  black,  Hispanic,  and  Native 
American — includes: 

Strengthening  their  advocacy  role  on 
conference  and  general  church  levels  re¬ 
garding  election  of  bishops; 

Studying  linkages  between  racism  and 
sexism; 

Developing  a  survival  kit  for  racial/ 
ethnic  women  entering  seminaries; 

Advocating  making  ministerial  ap- 

Authority  issue 
faces  high  court 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKELAND,  Fla. — A  question  of  a 
United  Methodist  annual  conference’s 
authority  over  its  delegates  to  higher 
church  legislative  bodies  will  be  on  the 
docket  of  the  church’s  highest  court 
April  22-25  in  St.  Louis. 

The  1987  session  of  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference  called  for  its  dele¬ 
gates  to  1988  sessions  of  the  General 
Conference  and  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  to  submit  their  vot¬ 
ing  record  on  "matters  of  ordination  and 
other  critical  matters  affecting  the  life 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

The  Rev.  Jerry  Jay  Juren  of  Mt.  Gile¬ 
ad,  N.C.,  who  introduced  the  resolution, 
told  United  Methodist  News  Service  that 
"procedural"  details  must  be  worked 
out,  perhaps  by  a  conference  committee 
or  task  force. 

Mr.  Juren  said  that  issues  of  ordina¬ 
tion  concern  him  most  and  that  liturgical 
changes  could  substantially  affect  the 
many  small-membership  churches. 


Mission  talks  cancelled 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— Representatives  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  world  mission 
board  and  an  unofficial  alternate  mis¬ 
sion  agency  held  separate,  private  ses¬ 
sions  last  week  with  a  committee  from 
the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  unscheduled  private  sessions  took 
place  after  the  bishops  cancelled  a  joint 
dialogue  meeting  of  the  three  groups. 
The  scheduled  session  was  cancelled  to 
avoid  the  presence  of  two  news  writ¬ 
ers— one  from  The  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  and  one  from  United  Methodist 
News  Service— in  an  open  session.  Rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  three  groups  report¬ 
edly  could  not  agree  on  whether  "open 
meetings”  provisions  of  the  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  should  apply  to  their  scheduled 
meeting. 

The  bishops’  committee  is  preparing  a 
report  on  four  years  of  talks  between 
representatives  from  the  three  bodies— 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
the  Mission  Society  for  United  Method¬ 
ists  and  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

The  1984  General  Conference  mandat¬ 
ed  the  talks  to  help  resolve  differences 
between  the  Global  Ministries  board  and 
the  Mission  Society.  The  Mission  Society 
was  created  four  years  ago  as  a  result  of 
ongoing  disagreements  with  the  official 
mission  board’s  policies. 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (Northern  Eu¬ 


rope  Area)  explained  last  week  that 
Global  Ministries  and  Mission  Society 
representatives  were  asked  to  respond  to 
lists  of  understandings  gained  during  the 
continuing  dialogue  and  differences  yet 
to  be  ironed  out. 

The  dialogue,  over  which  Bishop  Bor¬ 
gen  presides,  includes  five  bishops  as 
well  as  representatives  from  Global  Min¬ 
istries  and  the  Mission  Society. 

At  least  six  annual  conferences  have 
petitioned  the  1988  General  Conference 
to  order  continuation  of  these  joint  dis¬ 
cussions  between  1989  and  1992. 

The  three  parties  initially  agreed  in 
1984  to  hold  confidential  discussions,  but 
Mission  Society  directors  unanimously 
voted  in  November  1985  “that  closed 
meetings  violate  the  Discipline  and  the 
spirit  of  our  Wesleyan  heritage;  there¬ 
fore.  these  dialogue  sessions  should  here¬ 
after  be  open." 

At  about  that  same  time,  directors  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board  asked  their 
representatives  “to  negotiate  (the 
board’s)  right  to  release  information." 

Bishop  Borgen  told  the  Reporter  that 
last  week's  meeting  was  intended  to  en¬ 
able  the  bishops  to  gather  information  to 
compile  their  report  to  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

The  bishops  did  not  think  it  proper  for 
the  substance  of  that  report  to  appear  in 
the  church  press  before  it  was  distribut¬ 
ed  to  the  Council  of  Bishops,  he  said 


pointments  open  without  regard  to  race 
or  gender. 

The  Rev.  Linda  Thomas,  commission 
member  and  dean  of  students  at  UM-re¬ 
lated  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington,  told  the  Reporter,  "I’m  glad 
COSROW  is  setting  an  example  in  em¬ 
powering  women  of  color.  Women  of  col¬ 
or  need  to  be  a  priority  because,  for  so 
long,  they/we  have  been  on  the  margins 
of  the  church. 

In  other  action,  commission  members 
reaffirmed  their  commitment  to  assist 
ethnic  women  by  approving  a  grant  for  a 
pilot  minority  women’s  scholarship. 

The  grant  request  for  two  $500  schol¬ 


arships  for  the  current  school  year  came 
from  a  commission-sponsored  workshop 
in  the  Pacific-Northwest  Conference. 

The  request  set  off  considerable  de¬ 
bate  on  whether  COSROW  should  admin¬ 
ister  a  college  scholarship  fund. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day.  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  from  New  York  City,  ar¬ 
gued  persuasively. 

"If  we  get  a  request  from  United 
Methodist  ethnic  women  who  become  ex¬ 
cited  about  the  church  through  one  of  our 
conference  workshops,  then  it’s  our  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  continue  to  develop  future 
leaders  for  the  church."  he  said 


UM  laywoman  Joan  G.  Nagle  of  Murrysville,  Pa.,  will  deliver  the 
Laity  Address  to  the  1988  General  Conference.  A  committee  chaired 
by  Marcus  Fang  (right)  of  Wisconsin  selected  her  from  four  finalists. 


Pennsylvania  engineer 
to  give  Laity  Address 


NASHVILLE— A  United  Methodist 
laywoman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
been  chosen  from  among  more  than 
300  entrants  in  a  nationwide  competi¬ 
tion  to  deliver  the  Laity  Address  at 
the  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis. 

Joan  G.  Nagle,  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Murrysville,  Pa.,  was  chosen 
Feb.  20  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  Lay  Leaders.  The  association 
sponsored  the  speech  competition. 

She  will  present  her  address  at  9 
a  m.  April  27.  the  second  day  of  the 
10-day  legislative  session. 

Mrs.  Nagle  is  a  senior  electrical  en¬ 
gineer  with  Westinghouse  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  She  is  editor  of  "Transactions 
on  Professional  Communication."  a 
publication  of  the  Institute  of  Electri¬ 
cal  and  Electronic  Engineers,  and  a 
member  of  that  body's  Professional 
Communication  Society. 

Her  Ignited  Methodist  background 
includes  service  as  a  Sunday  School 


teacher,  a  choir  member,  family  life 
coordinator.  United  Methodist  Women 
president,  pastor-parish  relations 
chairman,  a  trustee  and  lay  leader. 

Currently  she  is  first  vice  president 
of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference  Foundation  and  co-chair¬ 
man  of  the  conference's  endowment 
committee 

She  and  her  husband,  Elliott,  a  re¬ 
search  chemist,  have  two  adult 
daughters. 

Mrs.  Nagle  and  the  speech  she  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  finals  were  chosen  from 
more  than  300  speeches  submitted  to 
the  National  Laity  Address  Search 
Committee  of  the  lay  association. 

The  committee  first  selected  43 
semi-finalists  in  the  competition,  then 
chose  the  final  four. 

Other  finalists  were  Gail  S  Boyd  of 
Fort  Worth.  Texas;  June  Parker  Gold¬ 
man  of  Spirit  Lake.  Iowa  ,  and  Kathy 
Trotter  of  Marion,  Ind. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Church  meets  ‘underlying  thirst  for 


PHOTO  BY  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 


MEMPHIS— One  big  fan  of  the  radio  messages  of  senior  pastor  the  Rev. 
Maxie  Dunnam  (right),  is  Don  Bourland,  38,  chairman  of  the  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries  at  Christ  UMC,  Memphis.  He  says  they  “hook”  the  listener  just  right. 


By  SUSAN  CARROLL  AGUREN 

MEMPHIS,  Tenn.— It’s  5  p.m.  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  and  the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam’s 
‘congregation’  is  about  to  multiply— 
several  thousand  times. 

They’re  there  only  a  minute,  by  way  of 
Dr.  Dunnam’s  60-second  radio  spot, 
"Perceptions.”  But  listeners  across  this 
river  city  have  come  to  know  the  soft- 
spoken  United  Methodist  pastor  for  his 
anecdotal,  encouraging  words  on  life. 

Five  days  a  week  via  radio,  Dr.  Dun¬ 
nam,  pastor  of  Christ  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Memphis,  greets  people  on  their 
way  home  from  work  with  topics  that 
range  from  loneliness  to  perseverance. 

The  messages,  often  told  in  story 
form,  “hook”  listeners  quickly  and 
"leave  them  with  something  to  think 
about  during  the  drive  home,”  Don  Bour¬ 
land,  38,  chairman  of  the  church’s  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Ministries,  told  the  Reporter. 

175  visitors  each  Sunday 

“There’s  an  underlying  thirst  for  per¬ 
sonal  spiritual  growth  today,  and  this 
church  is  meeting  that  need  in  a  number 
of  ways,”  Mr.  Bourland  said. 

It’s  the  way  Christ  UMC  meets  those 
spiritual  needs  that  brings  175  visitors 
each  Sunday  to  the  4,000-member  church 
and  helps  add  about  200  new  members 
each  year,  staff  and  lay  members  said. 

Marvin  H.  Budd,  the  church’s  diaconal 
minister  of  education,  cites  three  minis¬ 
tries  that  have  spurred  much  of  the 
growth  in  recent  years:  a  400-student 
Christian  day  school  for  elementary 
grades;  a  recreation  program  that  in¬ 
volves  up  to  20,000  people  a  year  through 
competitive  sport  teams,  aerobic  classes, 
etc.;  and  a  ministry  to  singles  who  make 
up  one-third  of  the  church’s  membership. 

Half  join  through  sports 

Many  of  the  day-school  students’  fam¬ 
ilies  are  not  initially  members  of  Christ 
UMC,  Mr.  Budd  said.  But  they  become 
involved  with  the  school,  gradually  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  the  ministries  of 
the  church  and  begin  attending. 


Fifty  percent  of  new  members  first 
encounter  Christ  UMC  through  its  sports 
program,  said  Donna  Thomas,  director 
.of  recreation  ministries. 

“It’s  a  logical  step  to  reach  families 
with  children  by  offering  them  (recre¬ 
ational)  activities,”  Ms.  Thomas  said. 
“Parents  will  come  to  a  church  where 
their  children  are  happy.” 

The  massive  recreation  program, 
housed  in  an  adjoining  gymnasium,  in¬ 
volves  35  basketball  teams  and  dozens  of 
soccer,  softball  and  volleyball  teams. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  people  come  to 
Christ  UMC  for  aerobics  classes  each 
week,  and  the  church  owns  250  pairs  of 
roller  skates  for  indoor  skating. 

Memphis'  “River  City  Rollers,”  a  bas¬ 
ketball  team  for  wheelchair-bound  peo¬ 
ple,  plays  at  the  church. 

"I  believe  there  is  a  theology  of.  play.” 
Ms.  Thomas  said.  "The  Bible  is  full  of 
people  having  a  good  time.  When  you’re 
happy,  you  are  more  at  peace  and  better 
able  to  be  re.-created  in  Christ.  That’s 
what  we’re  trying  to  do.” 

Church  must  have  small  groups 

Mr.  Budd  is  quick  to  point  out,  howev¬ 
er,  that  a  church  as  large  as  Christ  UMC 
must  offer  small-group  ministries  to 
keep  members  active  and  involved. 

“We  try  to  offer  a  lot  of  ministries 
where  people  can  feel  comfortable,”  he 
said. 

“Growth  Groups”  are  one  way. 

Each  group  involves  eight  to  12  people 
who  meet  in  members’  homes  for  eight 
weeks  to  study  a  selected  curriculum. 
Besides  study  and  fellowship,  group  lead¬ 
ers  stress  the  importance  of  praying  for 
each  member  in  the  group  and  consistent 
attendance  and  commitment,  Mr.  Budd 
explained. 

In  addition,  the  church  offers  special 
teaching  ministries,  such  as  "miniconfer¬ 
ences”  led  several  times  a  year  by  out¬ 
side  church  leaders  on  topics  like 
forgiveness  and  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 

"A  successful,  growing  church  has  to 


UMC  becomes  ‘the  quiet  mediator’ 

Local 9  regional ,  national  units  help  quell  police/black  dispute 


BINGHAMTON,  N.Y.— The  United 
Methodist  Church,  through  national,  con¬ 
ference  and  congregational  cooperation, 
has  been  the  quiet  mediator  helping  ease 
strife  between  police  and  the  black  com¬ 
munity  in  southern  New  York. 

Racial-tension  events  last  summer  in¬ 
cluded  a  melee  between  police  and  black 
youths  and  the  death  of  a  black  female 
inmate  in  Binghamton  city  jail. 

As  the  Rev.  Gary  Khhns,  pastof  of 
Tabernacle  United  Methodist  Church,  re: 
calls,  “One  night  at  a  Church  and  Society 
meeting  we  just  asked  what  would  hap¬ 
pen  if  these  people  had  the  chance  to  sit 
down  and  talk  together." 

Mr.  Kuhns  at  first  sought  funding  from 
the  annual  Human  Relations  Day  offer¬ 
ing  collected  by  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society.  After  discovering 
that  fund  wasn’t  available  for  what  Tab¬ 
ernacle  wanted  to  do,  Mr.  Kuhns  contact¬ 
ed  the  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

Barbara  Thompson,  general  secretary 
of  Religion  and  Race,  was  extremely 
helpful  in  setting  up  a  negotiating  plan, 
Mr.  Kuhns  told  the  Reporter. 


Ms.  Thompson  recommended  the  Rev. 
Warren  C.  Hill,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  her  agency,  to  head  the  mediation 
team. 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  recommended  a  Birmingham,  Ala., 
United  Methodist,  Deborah  J.  Walker. 
Ms.  Walker  is  a  human  resources  consul¬ 
tant  who  frequently  conducts  workshops 
on  race  relations. 

Ms.  Walker  suggested  the  addition  of 
the  Rev.  R.  Lawton  Briggs,  Sr.,  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  in  Birmingham  who 
also  counsels  on  race  relations. 

Religion  and  Race  and  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  paid  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mediation  team  to  Binghamton  and  their 
expenses  while  on  assignment 

“None  of  them  had  ever  done  what  we 
were  asking  them  to  do,"  Mr.  Kuhns  ex¬ 
plained.  “They  had  all  done  workshops 
on  race  relations.  Believe  me,  we  talked 
for  a  long  time  about  whether  we’d  be 
able  to  do  it  all." 

The  project  clicked  when  Tabernacle 
UMC's  Administrative  Board,  after  what 
Mr.  Kuhns  characterized  as  "much  lively 
discussion.”  gave  the  mediation  plan  its 


unanimous  support,  allocating  $1,200  for 
expenses. 

The  Wyoming  (N.Y.)  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  allocated  an  additional  $300  and  of¬ 
fered  use  of  the  conference  center,  Sky 
Lake,  about  30  minutes  from  Bingham¬ 
ton,  as  the  mediation  site. 

“The  annual  conference  was  extreme¬ 
ly  helpful  in  giving  us  flexibility  on 
dates,”  Mr.  Kuhns  said. 

In  secret,  to  avoid  having  to  negotiate 
in  the  glare  of  publicity,  Tabernacle 
UMC  invited  representatives  of  three 
black  citizens'  groups  to  a  one-day  re¬ 
treat  with  the  mediation  team  at  Sky 
Lake  on  Oct.  27. 

The  next  day  the  mediation  team  met 
with  representatives  of  Binghamton’s 
police  department  and  its  mayor. 

A  week  later,  Nov.  4-5,  the  United 
Methodists  brought  both  sides  together 
for  a  two-day  retreat  at  Sky  Lake  that 
resulted  in  the  draft  of  a  plan  to  ease  ra¬ 
cial  tension. 

That  plan  is  being  finalized  and  will  be 
released  to  the  public  in  mid-March,  Mr. 
Kuhns  said. 


Fingers  6 walk9 
to  prospects 

NEW  HANOVER,  Pa  — Volunteers 
for  a  new  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tion  in  New  Hanover  are  letting  their 
fingers  do  the  walking  in  search  of 
members. 

Fifty  volunteers  are  conducting  a 
*  telephone  campaign  from  a  trailer  on 
the  new  church's  14-acre  site.  More 
than  10,000  households  within  five 
miles  of  the  site  are  expected  to  be 
called. 

The  Rev.  David  M.  Lewis,  pastor  of 
the  as-yet-unnamed  church,  opted  to 
use  a  telemarketing  program  created 
by  Norman  W.  Whan,  author  of  "The 
Phone’s  for  You.!’  - 

Each  volunteer  received  three 
hours  of  instruction  by  the  pastor  and 
by  a  telephone  company  telemarket¬ 
ing  consultant  who  donated  his  ser¬ 
vices. 

Mr.  Lewis  plans  to  conduct  the 
church’s  first  service  March  20  at  a 
local  junior  high  school. 

“I  am  confident  we  will  have  200 
people  participating  in  that  first  ser¬ 
vice,"  he  said. 
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have  members  that  feel  good  about 
themselves,  and  that’s  contagious,”  Mr. 
Budd  said.  “It’s  like  sharing  the  Gospel. 
If  it  means  a  lot  to  you,  you’re  going  to 
want  to  share  it.” 

Mr.  Bourland  pointed  to  several  so¬ 
cial-action  ministries  spawned  from  per¬ 
sonal  spiritual  growth  at  Christ  UMC:  a 
prison  literacy  program,  formation  of  an 
inner-city  mission  church  and  a  joint 
venture  with  Prison  Fellowship  and  Hab¬ 
itat  for  Humanity. 

In  that  joint  venture  federal  prisoners 
live  in  homes  of  church  members  while 
they  help  build  a  house  for  Habitat. 

Elaborate  evangelism  used 

Christ  UMC  has  developed  an  elabo¬ 
rate  evangelism  and  visitation  program. 

The  Rev.  Shirley  G.  Lynn,  minister  of 
evangelism,  said  one  secret  to  the 
church's  success  is  lay  involvement.  Al¬ 
most  100  members  have  been  through 
special  training  to  make  brief  visits  in 
homes  of  prospective  members. 

“We  send  laypeople  out  to  visit  be¬ 
cause  it’s  a  sign  of  caring,”  she  said. 
“Everybody  knows  that  preachers  get 
paid  and  laypeople  don’t. 

“These  laypeople  are  excited  enough 
about  their  church  that  they  want  to 
share  it.  Our  visitors  pick  up  on  that.” 

Prospective  members  usually  receive 
several  visits  by  laypeople  before  they 
are  challenged  to  make  a  commitment 
to  faith  and/or  church  membership,  Mrs. 
Lynn  said. 

A  small  group  of  specially  trained  lay- 
people  from  a  “Commitment  Task 
Force”  is  then  available  to  visit  in  the 
home  and  “share  the  plan  of  salvation  in 
a  way  that  is  comfortable”  for  the 
church  member  and  the  prospective 


i 

member,  Mrs.  Lynn  said. 

The  congregation  is  constantly  work¬ 
ing  on  350  “active  prospects,”  with  an¬ 
other  1,000  prospects  in  the  files,  Mrs. 
Lynn  said. 

Inactive  members  called  also 

In  addition  to  evangelism  efforts 
aimed  at  prospective  members,  Mrs. 
Lynn's  department  is  also  responsible 
for  checking  up  on  inactive  members. 

Members  who  have  not  attended  church 
or  Sunday  school  in  three  or  four  Sundays 
are  called  by  lay  members  and  told  that 
they  have  been  missed  at  church. 

Callers  have  been  trained  to  pick  up  on 
marriage  or  family  problems,  she  added. 
In  such  cases,  names  might  be  turned 
over  to  the  church’s  counseling  ministry, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Fred  C.  Morton. 

The  counseling  ministry,  situated  in  a 
renovated  house  on  the  church  property, 
includes  Dr.  Morton  and  two  other  coun¬ 
selors.  They  meet  with  individuals,  fam¬ 
ilies  and  couples. 

The  ministry  offers  a  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment  course  several  times  a  year  and 
pre-marriage  counseling. 

United  Methodists  lack  identity  • 

Dr.  Dunnam,  former  editor  of  the  “Up-  ■ 
per  Room"  devotional  guide,  has  some 
thoughts  about  why  Christ  UMC  is  growing 
in  a  denomination  that’s  losing  members. 

“I  feel  strongly  that  one  major  prob¬ 
lem  in  the  (United  Methodist)  church  is  a 
lack  of  identity,”  he  said.  “A  lot  of  what 
we  are  doing  here  is  successful  because 
it’s  helping  people  discover  their  identity 
as  United  Methodist  Christians.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  teaches  a  six-week  course 
on  Wesleyan  theology  three  times  a  year 
that  he  says  lays  the  groundwork  for  much 
of  the  church’s  social-action  ministries. 

" The  Church  Aflame "  is  a  special  se¬ 
ries  calling  attention  to  outstanding 
growth  congregations  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Nominations  or  sug¬ 
gestions  are  welcome. 


Theologian  cites  ‘obligation’ 
of  Christians  to  AIDS  victims 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  central  moral  obligation  of  human¬ 
ity,  and  particularly  of  Christians,  is  to 
care  for  the  sick  and  the  dying— and  that 
includes  caring  for  those  who  have  AIDS, 
insists  an  Episcopal  theologian. 

Dr.  John  Snow,  professor  of  pastoral 
theology  at  Episcopal  School  of  Divinity 
in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  stressed  that  point 
in  the  summation  of  his  keynote  address 
to  the  second  annual  Dallas  Interfaith 
AIDS  Conference  Feb.  23  (see  UMR, 
March  4). 

The  conference  was  co-sponsored  by 
the  North  Texas  Annual  Conference  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Fear  of  the  AIDS  epidemic  and  of 
those  afflicted  by  the  disease  is  actually 
a  manifestation  of  the  fear  of  death, 
which  most  Americans  try  vigorously  to 
deny,  said  Dr.  Snow. 

The  dynamic  of  that  fear,  which  stress¬ 
es  survival  above  all  else,  opposes  the 
message  of  the  Gospel,  which  is  salvation 
through  Jesus  Christ,  he  continued. 

“The  culture’s  way  of  making  sense  of 
life— denying  the  fear  of  death— doesn’t 
make  sense  of  AIDS,”  Dr.  Snow  said. 


“AIDS  is  making  people  rethink  what 
makes  for  life  on  our  planet.” 

Americans’  survivalist  attitude  of 
“win-lose”  equates  death  with  losing  and 
losers,  he  continued.  This  results  in  the 
casting-out  of  persons  with  AIDS  by  fam¬ 
ily,  friends  and  employers  and  of  morally 
bankrupt  public  policies  that  refuse  to 
provide  for  the  needs  of  AIDS  victims,  he 
asserted. 

"Our  win-lose  attitude  is  what  St.  Paul 
called  slavery  to  the  devil,  in  which  death 
has  the  last  word,”  Dr.  Snow  told  the  con¬ 
ference.  "In  Hebrews  Paul  tells  us  that 
Jesus  shared  our  flesh  to  break  the  devil.” 

Christians  need  to  witness  to  the  reality 
of  humanity’s  mortality  by  genuinely  lov¬ 
ing  their  neighbors,  he  added. 

“AIDS  teaches  us  spiritually  that  a  cul¬ 
ture  which  is  life-giving  mitigates  the  fear 
of  death,”  Dr.  Snow  said.  “Acceptance  of 
mortality  is  the  beginning  of  patience,  and 
patience  is  the  beginning  of  prayer.” 

Dr.  Snow  is  the  author  of  a  1987  book, 
“Mortal  Fear,”  subtitled  "Meditations  on 
Death  and  AIDS.” 

Participants  in  the  day-long  confer¬ 
ence  attended  workshops  on  public 
health  aspects  of  AIDS,  including  latest 
efforts  to  find  effective  drug  therapy. 


the  church  today 


Morristown  College  to  make 
final  appeal  for  accreditation 

KNOXVILLE,  Tenn.  (RNS)— Morris¬ 
town  College  officials  will  meet  March 
31  with  the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools  in  a  final  appeal  of  the 
decision  that  stripped  the  106-year-old 
institution  of  its  accreditation,  officials 
said  recently. 

The  predominantly  black  school,  locat¬ 
ed  in  Morristown,  Tenn.,  has  been  on  an 
academic  roller-coaster  in  recent  years 


and  was  denied  accreditation  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1987  after  having  been  on  probation. 

A  review  team  said  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist-affiliated  college  failed  to  maintain 
an  adequate  library  and  was  in  an  un¬ 
suitable  financial  situation. 

Physician  honored  for  help 
to  Asian-American  students 

SAN  FRANCISCO  (UMR)-A  third- 
generation  Chinese-American  physician 
has  been  honored  by  the  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church’s  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  Department  for  her  contributions 
to  educational  funding  for  Asian-Ameri- 
cans  and  Native  Americans. 

Dr.  Dora  Ames  Lee  of  Stockton,  Calif., 
was  named  to  the  Hall  of  Fame  in  Phi¬ 
lanthropy  March  1  at  the  48th  annual 
conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Health  and  Welfare  Association. 

Dr.  Lee  helped  place  Asian-Americans 
and  Native  Americans  on  a  scholarship 
par  with  blacks,  who  can  apply  for  medi¬ 


cal  scholarships  through  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department’s  Harry  R.  Kendall 
Hospitals  and  Homes  Fund,  said  Alice  V. 
Pena,  vice  president. 

Native  American  confirmed  as 
new  Church  and  Society  chief 

DAYTON,  Ohio— The  Rev.  Thom 
White  Wolf  Fassett,  46,  was  elected  last 
week  as  the  new  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  national  so¬ 
cial  action  agency,  said  David  Lundquist, 
head  of  the  church’s  electoral  body. 

Mr.  Lundquist  said  March  3  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  58  “yes”  votes  in  early  mail-in  bal¬ 
loting  by  the  115  directors  of  the  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  guaranteeing  Mr. 
Fassett’s  election.  Members  of  the 
church’s  general-level  coordinating  agen¬ 
cy  vote  on  nominations  for  top  spots  on 
the  denomination’s  boards  and  agencies. 

Youth  workers  seek 
to  guide  ministry 

Professional  youth  workers  have  peti¬ 
tioned  the  1988  General  Conference  for 
amendments  to  the  Book  of  Discipline 
that  would  give  them  more  direction  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  youth 
ministry. 

This  guidance  would  include  devising  a 
curriculum  for  youth  ministry  and  set¬ 
ting  up  training  for  both  professional  and 
lay  youth  workers,  said  Kevin  Slimp, 
president  of  the  Methodist  Youth  Work¬ 
ers  Association. 

New  scholarship  to  help 
Hispanic  ministerial  students 

DALLAS— A  new  scholarship  for  His¬ 
panic  ministerial  students  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  at  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  of  Theology,  Dean 
James  Kirby  announced  recently. 

The  scholarship  fund,  a  gift  from  the 
will  of  Corpus  Christi  couple  Henry  and 
Hattie  Dickson,  will  be  administered  by 
the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Corpus  Christi,  where  the  Dicksons  were 
members.  It  will  provide  an  estimated 
$1,700  to  be  given  to  one  student  or  divided 


among  several  as  the  seminary  chooses. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Dan  Solomon, 
pastor  of  the  Corpus  Christi  church,  the 
Dicksons  had  a  longtime  concern  for  His¬ 
panic  youth. 

UMDF  approves  loans,  raises 
interest  rates  for  investors 

WHITE  PLAINS,  N.Y.  (UMNS)-Di- 
rectors  of  the  United  Methodist  Develdp- 
ment  Fund  approved  nearly  $7  million  in 
loans  for  new  church  construction  and 


church  redevelopment,  introduced  high¬ 
er-rate  options  for  investors,  and  raised 
the  current  annual  return  on  certificates 
of  participation  from  6  percent  to  6.75 
percent. 

Directors  also  approved  "three-tier” 
UMDF  notes.  If  approved  by  government 
regulators,  demand  notes  will  pay  6.75 
percent;  one-year  notes,  7  percent;  four- 
year  notes,  8  percent,  as  of  July  1.  The 
increase  in  return  on  certificates  of  par¬ 
ticipation  is  effective  April  1. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  full-time  po¬ 
sition  available  June  1.  1988.  at  2.700-member 
First  UMC.  Wichita.  KS.  Experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  to  Dr.  Dan  E  Bonner.  Jr..  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  330  N  Broadway.  Wichita. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  OF 
Youth  Ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  church 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence  Send  resume  to  R  Lee  McKinzie.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P  O.  Drawer  1567. 
Shreveport  LA  71165-1567 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Growing 
1.800-member  church.  Active  program /60-90  youth 
weekly  Parent  support  group  in  place  Salary  up  to 
$24,000  Send  resume  Rev  Kenneth  C.  BUtch.  7600 

S  W  104  Street.  Miami.  FL  33156  or  call  (305)  667-0343 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR,  CHURCH 

growth  at  Mt  Vernon  Place  UMC  in  Washington. 
DC  Experience  in  successful  church  growth  strat¬ 
egies  and  urban  evangelism  required  Contact  Ro- 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO'  OUR  MOUNTAIN 
home,  on  large  acreage  adjoining  YMCA  of  the 
Rockies:  available  weekly  throughout  the  summer 
Well  furnished,  fireplace,  phone,  central  heat, 
sleeps  eight  Phone  (303)  482-0185. 

Glen  Camp  needs  cooks  during  1988  summer  sea¬ 
son  June  14-August  13  Volume  cooking  experience 
preferred  A  wonderful  place  to  work  Further  in¬ 
formation:  Kenneth  Atkinson.  Geneva  Glen.  P.0 
Box  248.  Indian  Hills.  CO  80454  (303)  697-4621 

Washington.  DC  20002.  (202)  267-2364  for  applica¬ 
tion  procedures 

THE  NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  clergy  or  lay 

PRIME  RIVER  FRONT  ACREAGE  171  ACRES. 
Scenic,  tree-covered  land  Somervell  County. 

and  retreat)  Ministries  at  five  sites  owned  and  op¬ 
erated  by  the  conference  Applicants  should  have 
training  and  experience  in  staff  supervision,  pro¬ 
gram  development,  site  maintenance,  and  budget 
management  Demonstrated  administrative  and 
communication  skills,  with  the  ability  to  relate  fa- 

HOUSEPARENTS  WANTED  CHALLENGING  op¬ 
portunity  Rural  Colorado  group  home  needs  cou¬ 
ple  experienced  in  working  with  teenagers. 
Requires  administrative,  counseling  and  parenting 
skills.  Send  resume  and  letter  to  Dr  Smith.  405 
Oneida.  Boulder.  CO  80303 

Brazos  River  frontage.  Ideal  for  personal  or  cor¬ 
porate  retreat  Contact  Mike  Ford.  PO.  Box  488. 
Glen  Rose  TX  76043  (817)  897-2247 

VISITING  ENGLAND0  CHRISTIAN  COUPLE  in¬ 
vites  guests  Comfortable  warm  home  in  Robin  Hood 
country.  Nottinghamshire  We  offer  help  and  advice 
and  will  meet  you  at  airport  Bed  and  breakfast  10 
pounds  Details  Ken  Hawkins.  12  Cambourne  Gar¬ 
dens.  Ravenshead.  Nottingham.  England 

vorablv  with  the  public  is  essential.  Good  personal 
health  and  freedom  to  travel  extensively  by  auto 
throughout  north  Indiana  is  expected.  Office  facili- 

MUSIC  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  ST  PAUL'S 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Las  Cruces.  New  Mex¬ 
ico.  a  historic  downtown  church  with  1.600  mem- 

ties  in  Marion.  Indiana.  References  required  Con¬ 
tact  Ronald  C  Stoll.  500  State  Street.  Elkhart.  IN 
46516.  (219)  522-3616  !j 

bers  and  600  average  worship  attendance.  The 
music  ministry  responsibilities  include  directing 
and  or  managing  all  choral  and  bell  choirs,  pre¬ 
paring  special  music  for  worship  and  special  occa¬ 
sions.  and  developing  and  directing  musical 
witness  opportunities  For  more  information,’ 
write  Dr  E  Leonard  Gillingham.  St.  Paul's  UMC. 
Box  696  Las  Cruces.  NM  88004 

TIRED  OF  DIRTY  HUMOR0  READ  CHUCKLE 
Town  Times,  mini-newspaper  devoted  to  clean  hu¬ 
mor.  $3  vear:  four  issues  Chuckle  Town  USA.  P  O 
Box  503-M.  Bedford  Park.  IL  60499 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four 
weeks  Winter  availability.  Clavton  Calhoun.  Drawer 
1138.  Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)627-6067.  627-9507 

HOME-STUDY.  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro- 
grams  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels 
Wide  range  of  subjects  available  Highly  creden- 
tialed  faculty.  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  ap¬ 
propriate  academic,  life  and  work  experience. 
Free  catalog:  Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)’  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  $22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today!  j 

ASSOCIATE  PASTORATE  AVAILABLE  TO  direct 
the  operational  activities  of  the  education  and  out¬ 
reach  functions  of  the  church  and  to  assist  the  min¬ 
ister  in  pulpit  as  requested  in  an  active  church 
with  1.600  members  Please  send  inquiries  to:\Rev. 
Clyde  Stanfield.  Western  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church.  524  Thunderbird.  El  Paso.  TX  79912.  Tele¬ 
phone  (915)584-2133 

Centre.  New  Orleans.  LA  70163.  Call  (504)  585-7303 

CAMPUS  MINISTER  FOR  ECUMENICAL  minis- 

ANGLO-AMERICAN  CHRISTIAN  SINGLES  PEN 
Friendship  Outreach.  Shared  tapes,  holiday  ex¬ 
change  visits.  Non  profit  Interdenominational  Free 
details  Christian  Friendship  Fellowship.  The  Rid¬ 
ings .  Holberrow  Green.  Redditch.  Worcs,  England. 

trv  (Lutheran.  Presbyterian.  United  Methodist. 
Episcopal.  Disciples  of  Christ).  M  Div.  or  equiva¬ 
lent  degree  required.  Salary  negotiable  Send  re¬ 
sume  or  inquiries  by  May  1.  1988  to  Rev  Larry 
Altman.  2781  W  Ave.  N..  San  Angelo.  TX  76904. 

ASSISTANT  GENERAL  COUNSEL  Responsible 
for  all  activities  of  the  General  Board  of  Pensions 
regarding  law  tax,  governmental  regulation,  gov¬ 
ernmental  relations,  risk  management  and  insur¬ 
ance  Must  have  a  law  degree  and  be  licensed  to 
practice  law  in  state  of  Illinois.  Send  resume  and 
references  to  Christyne  Mackey.  General  Board  of 
Pensions.  1200  Davis  Street.  Evanston.  IL  60201. 
Apply  by  March  28 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS0  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a  m. 
Worship  11  00  a  m  (504)488-0856 

JOHN  WESLEY  250th  LONDON  Places  still  avail¬ 

able  on  7  and  14-day  inclusive  tours  to  London,  in¬ 
cluding  City  Road.  Bristol,  Aldersgate.  Epworth 
and  Oxford’  Prices  from  $1,288  US.  double  occu- 
pancv.  including  flight  from  Dallas,  hotels,  meals 
and  all  Wesley  events  fully  escorted  European 
Touring  Arts.  31  Craven  Street.  Trafalgar  Square. 
Undon  WC2.  England.  Tel  011-441-839-7481  for 
brochure  and  reservations 

NEED  MONEY'  UNIQUE  COIN  CONTAINER  can 
help  your  church  organization  raise  thousands. 
Send  for  information  todav:  Commitment  Candles. 
RD  2  Box  103.  Boswell.  PA  15531 

ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
"Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry"  (214)  630-6495 
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outh  Fight  Hunger 


LOOK  AT  ALL  THE  CORN  —  All  of  this  sweet  corn  was  harvested  by  the  team 
participating  in  the  Harvest  of  Hope  near  Bastrop  last  summer.  They  gathered  80- 
100  bushels  of  corn  which  otherwise  would  have  gone  to  waste  and  distributed  them 
to  food  banks,  shelters  and  soup  kitchens  across  the  state. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


MARCH  18,  1988 


in  Louisiana  through  Harvest 


Q:  Why  are  all  of  these  youth  wearing 
old  clothes,  sitting  in  a  bean  field  at  7 
a.m.,  and  why  are  they  smiling? 

A)  Because  they  want  to  obey  Christ’s 
call  to  feed  the  hungry. 

B)  Because  they  don’t  like  seeing  food 
go  to  waste  when  there  are  so  many 
hungry  people  in  the  world 

C)  Because  they  are  part  of  one  of  the 
most  exciting  hunger  relief  programs  in 
existence! 

D)  All  of  the  above. 

If  you  chose  “D,”  you  are  absolutely 
correct.  This  group  of  youth  and  adults  is 
part  of  the  program  known  as  the  “Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope.”  This  past  July,  a  group  of 
36  senior  high  youth  and  adults  from  all 
over  the  state  met  in  northeast  Louisi¬ 
ana,  near  Bastrop,  to  participate  in  a 
week  of  fellowship,  study  and  gleaning 
(harvesting  food  that  otherwise  would 
have  been  left  in  the  fields  to  waste). 

In  just  one  week,  the  harvesters  were 
able  to  glean  two  tons  of  potatoes  (12,000 
servings),  100  bushels  of  snap  beans,  five 
tons  of  squash,  and  80-100  bushels  of 
sweet  corn  and  distribute  them  to  food 
banks,  shelters,  and  soup  kitchens  around 
the  state.  They  saved  over  10  tons  of 
fresh  produce  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  left  in  the  fields  to  rot.  That  is 
good  work,  but  there  is  something  terri¬ 
bly  wrong  with  that  much  waste,  espe¬ 
cially  when  over  half  of  the  world’s 
population  goes  to  bed  hungry  each 
night. 

The  shocking  revelation  that  hunger  is 
still  a  big  problem  in  this  land  of  plenty 
comes  through  a  time  of  study  during  the 
week  long  event.  Studying  in  small 
groups,  large  groups,  playing  games  and 
watching  films  are  all  a  part  of  the  Har¬ 


vest  of  Hope  experience  that  brings 
home  the  reality  of  hunger. 

Matching  the  hard  physical  labor  with 
the  intensive  study  helps  the  participants 
to  look  at  themselves.  They  are  able  to 
see  more  clearly  the  relationship  of  faith 
and  lifestyle,  and  how  they  fit  into  the  ul¬ 
timate  solution  to  hunger.  They  begin  to 
understand  that  one  person  can  make  a 
difference. 

Youth  in  three  states  have  participat¬ 
ed  in  the  Harvest  of  Hope  since  1985.  The 
Harvest  of  Hope  is  a  ministry  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrews,  a  Christian  commu¬ 
nity  working  in  the  area  of  hunger. 

All  of  the  youth  who  participated  in 
the  program  experienced  a  deepening 
awareness  about  the  problem  of  hunger, 
both  global  and  local,  and  learned  about 
the  way  in  which  Christians  are  called  to 
respond  to  those  needs.  Jesus  said,  “I 
was  hungry  and  you  gave  me  food,  I  was 
thirsty  and  you  gave  me  drink,  I  was  a 
stranger  and  you  welcomed  me,  I  was 
naked  and  you  clothed  me  ...  Truly,  I 
say  to  you,  as  you  did  it  to  one  of  the 
least  of  these  my  brethren,  you  did  it  to 
me." 

One  of  the  youth  who  attended  the  event 
said,  “The  Harvest  of  Hope  has  been 
quite  an  experience.  It  was  fun.  You 
have  to  do  a  lot  of  work  but  it’s  worth  it 
to  see  how  happy  you  make  hungry  peo¬ 
ple.  I  feel  I  have  made  a  difference  this 
week.  Helping  the  hungry  in  the  world  is 
one  of  the  greatest  things  a  person  can 
do,  and  that  is  what  the  Harvest  of  Hope 
is  to  me."  (Kim  Kinsey,  Slidell) 

There  will  be  two  events  held  this 
summer,  since  last  year’s  event  was  so 
successful  and  was  enjoyed  so  much.  The 


dates  for  the  camps  will  be  June  26-July 
2,  and  July  17-23. 

"Harvest  of  Hope  is  truly  designed  for 
the  times  we  live  in.  With  a  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  world  population  and  decreas¬ 
ing  non-renewable  resources,  it  is 
necessary  to  be  aware  of  and  sensitive  to 
the  needs  of  those  who  are  hungry,  and  to 
make  commitments  to  be  involved  in  so¬ 
lutions."  (Jim  Moore,  Monroe) 

For  further  information  or  an  applica¬ 
tion,  please  contact: 

Rev.  Rob  Weber 
Benton  U.M.C. 

P.O.  Box  388 
Benton,  LA  71006 
(318)  965-2273 


of  Hope 

Rev.  Bill  Willis 
P.O.  Box  95 
Sicily  Island,  LA 
(318)  389-5642 

OR 

Harvest  of  Hope 
P.O.  Box  329 
Big  Island,  VA  24526 
The  Harvest  of  Hope  really  does  bring 
a  message  of  hope,  that  there  is  some¬ 
thing  that  can  be  done  about  hunger  and 
that  one  person  can  make  a  difference. 
The  deadline  for  applications  is  May  2. 
Accept  the  challenge.  Put  it  on  your 
summer  youth  calendar  today. 


HARVEST  OF  HOPE 

Please  send  the  following 

More  information  on  the  Harvest  □  An  application  to  attend  Harvest 

of  Hope.  of  Hope. 

Church  Name  - - - - - 

Address - 


Telephone - 

Contact  Person 
Address  _ 


Telephone - 

Tear  off  and  send  to:  Harvest  of  Hope,  P.O.  Box  329,  Big  Island,  VA  24526 


On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


I  suppose  we  always  have  a  tendency  to  substitute  knowledge 
about  God  for  knowledge  of  God.  It’s  fine  to  have  ideas  about  God, 
opinions  concerning  God.  But  knowledge  of  God  is  not  like  our 
knowledge  of  objects,  chairs  or  tables  which  we  can  isolate  and  push 
around.  An  object  is  something  that  stands  over  against  us,  distinct 
from  us,  passive  to  our  gaze.  Our  knowledge  of  God  is  like  that  of  a 
subject.  A  subject  looks  back  at  us,  is  not  passive  but  active.  In  other 
words,  our  knowledge  of  God  is  like  our  knowledge  of  persons. 

I  can  only  know  other  persons  under  two  conditions.  First,  they 
must  let  themselves  be  known,  open  up,  admit  me  into  their  confi¬ 
dence.  Second,  to  have  knowledge  of  others  I  must  be  willing  to  re¬ 
ceive  that  knowledge.  So  there  are  two  factors  in  our  knowledge  of 
God,  and  one  of  them  is  our  willingness  to  receive  what  is  given. 

The  Psalmist  knew  this  very  well:  “Quicken  me,  O  Lord,”  is  the 
cry,  “that  I  may  call  upon  Your  Name.”  (Psalm  80:18)  Perhaps  it  is 
not  God  who  is  absent  from  us,  but  we  who  have  put  ourselves  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  God. 

If  sometimes  the  thought  of  God  seems  very  remote,  may  that  not 
be  our  fault,  that  we  are  unquickened,  that  we  have  not  had  a  new 
thought,  a  genuine  feeling,  for  years? 

God  is  the  most  Real.  How  can  God  speak  to  us  if  we  are  unwilling 
to  be  real?  God  is  the  most  Personal.  How  can  God  be  personal  to  us 
if  we  spend  all  our  time  evading  the  business  of  being  persons? 

We  are  “quickened"  and  made  susceptible  to  meaning  and  truth 
and  beauty  and  goodness  when  we  are  interested,  concerned,  in¬ 
volved,  not  with  words  but  with  the  fullness  of  life. 

The  real  task  in  our  time  is  to  bring  people  alive  inside,  to  pray 
"Quicken  us,  O  Lord.”  Revive  within  us  the  elemental  emotions  of 
wonder  and  awe  and  reverence  and  gratitude.  Break  up  the  hard 
crust  of  custom  and  apathy  and  self-centeredness,  until  we  are  sensi¬ 
tive  enough  to  receive  those  intimations,  those  revelations  of  mean¬ 
ing  and  insight,  or  understanding,  of  wholeness,  of  power,  that  God  is 
forever  wishing  to  impart  to  usl 


Temperament  Analysis  Workshop  Set 


The  Taylor-Johnson  Temperament 
Analysis  Workshop  will  be  held  April  19 
and  20,  from  2  p.m.  Tuesday  until  3  p.m. 
Wednesday  at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  purpose  of  this  workshop  is  to 
equip  and  train  persons  involved  in  per¬ 
sonal.  pre-marital  and  marital  counsel¬ 
ing  in  use  of  the  "‘Taylor-Johnson 
Temperament  Analysis.”  Requirements 
for  enrollment  are  that  the  person  have 
a  college  or  seminary  degree  or  be  a  pre- 
professional  student  enrolled  in  a  degree 
program. 

The  instructor  for  the  course  is  Rev. 
Brady  B.  Forman,  who  has  been  autho¬ 
rized  as  an  instructor  by  Psychological 
Publications,  Inc.,  of  Los  Angeles,  the  de¬ 
velopers  and  publishers  of  the  T-JTA. 

The  event  consists  of  10  hours  of  in¬ 
structions,  that  will  be  divided  into  13 
sessions.  The  cost  for  the  workshop  is 
$100,  which  includes  a  registration  fee  of 
$10  and  materials  used  in  the  training 
and  in  one’s  own  counseling  program. 
One  CEU  credit  will  be  offered  for  these 


attending  the  entire  workshop. 

The  goal  of  the  workshop  is  that  each 
participant  should  be  able  to  begin  using 
this  material  immediately  and  will  re¬ 
ceive  enough  supplies  for  at  least  six 
months  to  a  year,  depending  on  the  coun¬ 
seling  work  load.  The  workshop  should 
improve  or  enhance  one’s  skills  in  ad¬ 
ministering  psychological  testing,  ability 
to  interpret  findings  to  counselees,  coun¬ 
seling  ability  with  premarital,  marital, 
vocational,  personal  and  family  concerns 
and  the  ability  to  aid  persons  in  handling 
problems  in  the  area  of  relationships. 

In  addition,  the  workshop  is  geared  to 
help  the  counselor  from  making  superfi¬ 
cial  judgments  while  counseling  and  to 
protect  the  counselees  from  making  de¬ 
cisions  on  inadequate  information. 

To  register,  please  send  your  name 
and  your  $10  pre-registration  fee.  The 
$90  may  be  paid  upon  arrival  or  anytime 
prior  to  the  first  session.  Mail  registra¬ 
tion  to:  Rev.  Brady  Forman,  P.O.  Box 
138,  Watson,  LA.  70786,  no  later  than 
April  5, 1988. 


GLEAN  BEANS  —  These  youth  are 
doing  their  part  for  the  Harvest  of  Hope. 
In  the  week  they  participated  in  the 
camp  in  Louisiana  last  year,  this  team 
was  able  to  salvage  100  bushels  of  snap 
beans.  Pictured  is  Kim  Kinsey. 
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HAPPY  HARVESTERS  —  A  number  of  youth  and  adults 
from  Louisiana  participated  in  the  1987  Harvest  of  Hope  near 
Bastrop.  Pictured  are,  standing,  1.  to  r.,  Jim  Moore,  George 
Sherman,  Nancy  Rethard,  Michelle  Lowe,  Misty  Wall,  Lane 
Randall,  Jack  Phelps,  Shawn  Zochert,  Kelly  High,  Cathy 
Huey,  Shannon  Payne,  Jen  Matranga,  Daniel  Thornton,  Bobby 


Gambrell,  Alfred  Bakewell,  Tom  Dolph,  Erik  Rumbaugh,  Deb 
Foster.  Frank  Jones,  Phyllis  Taylor  and  Bobby  Young.  Front 
row,  1.  to  r.,  Bill  Willis,  Anita  Weber,  Jeff  Allen,  Kira  Lowe, 
Kim  Kinsey,  Leslie  Harrington,  Deborah  Lynch,  Kristin  Mi- 
keal,  Ron  Weber,  Brian  Smith,  Kathy  Wilson,  Jason  Autry 
and  Allison  Stromberg. 


Trinity  UMC,  Ruston  to  hold  Choral  Workshop  and  Concert,  May  14 


WORKSHOP  LEADER  -  Cynthia 
Wilson-Felder  will  be  at  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston  to  lead  a  choral  workshop.  May 
14. 


There  will  be  a  choral  workshop  called 
Singing  the  Songs  of  Zion  held  at  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston  on 
Saturday,  May  14  from  10  a.m.  until  4 
p.m.,  followed  by  a  concert  at  5  p.m. 

The  workshop  is  being  led  by  Cynthia 
Wilson-Felder  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  Wil¬ 
son-Felder  is  the  Director  of  Music  at  the 
Polytechnic  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Worth.  She  is  a  reknowned  concert 
artist  and  clinician.  She  has  been  a  con¬ 
tributor  to  the  Songs  of  Zion,  the  United 
Methodist  workshop  resource  which  fea¬ 
tures  music  and  worship  in  the  Black 
tradition.  She  holds  degrees  from  Dillard 
University  and  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  In  June  of  1988,  she  will  be  conse¬ 
crated  as  a  Diaconal  Minister  in  the 
Central  Texas  Conference.  Wilson- 
Felder  also  anticipates  the  extension  of 
her  Ministry  of  Music  through  recording. 

This  workshop  is  designed  for  choral 
directors,  choir  members  and  those  in¬ 


terested  in  learning  to  sing  the  "Songs  of 
Zion.”  Wilson-Felder  will  share  with  the 
group  the  group  information  about  the 
spirituals  to  be  included  in  the  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal  and  give  direction 
on  how  to  sing  them. 

As  well  as  reviewing  the  Songs  of  Zion, 
(copies  will  be  provided),  participants 
will  rehearse  the  following  anthems: 
“Ain’t  Got  Time  to  Die’’  —  Hall  Johnston, 
G.  Schirmer  #10301  SATB;  “For  the 
Mountain  Shall  Depart"  —  Hank  Beebee, 
Hinshaw  -  HMC-144  SATB;  “Shall  We 
Gather  At  the  River”  —  John  Carter, 
Beckenhorst  Press,  BP1119  SATB.  These 
will  be  in  stock  with  Rod  Davis  Music 
Co.,  2832  Broad  River  Road,  P.O.  Box 


21506,  Columbia,  South  Carolina  29221  or 
call  1-800-845-2713.  We  ask  that  you 
please  rehearse  these  anthems  before 
the  workshop.  If  you  have  difficulty  get¬ 
ting  copies,  there  will  be  some  available 
at  the  door. 

The  workshop  will  begin  at  9:30  a.m. 
with  registration.  Selected  pieces  will  be 
rehearsed  from  the  Songs  of  Zion  until 
noon.  After  lunch,  the  anthems  listed 
above  will  be  rehearsed  to  be  presented 
at  the  5  p.m.  concert,  with  Wilson-Felder 
as  guest  soloist.  The  concert  is  free,  so 
please  encourage  your  non-singing  as 
well  as  your  singing  friends  to  attend  the 
concert. 


Dr.  Hinson  Creates  a  STIR  at 


REGISTRATION 

NAME  _  CHURCH  _ 

No.  of  Participants _  No.  on  each  Voice  Part  S - A - T - B - 

Workshop  registration  fee  of  $3.00  each.  (Bring  as  many  as  you  would  like,  but 
pay  for  only  the  first  10  participants  from  your  church.) 


Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport 


Dr.  William  Hinson,  Minister  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  — 
Houston,  world’s  largest  Methodist 
Church,  will  be  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  on 
March  20,  21  and  22  for  a  ’Spiritual 
Time  for  Inner  Renewal.  He  will 
speak  at  7:00  p.m.  in  the  Sanctuary  on 
Sunday,  Monday  and  Tuesday  with  an 
informal  reception  in  the  Anderson 
Hall  Gym  at  8:00  p.m.  each  evening. 
On  Monday  and  Tuesday  at  12:00  noon 
in  the  Gym,  Dr.  Hinson  will  bring  the 
devotional  at  light  luncheons  and  wor¬ 
ship.  Don’t  miss  this  opportunity  for 
spiritual  enrichment!  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  (318)  861-0586. 


Dr.  William  Hinson 


No.  Registering  for  lunch  . 


$3.00  each. 


Total  enclosed 


PLEASE  REGISTER  BY  MAY  1st.  Send  to  Micky  Cloud. 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  —  1000  West  Woodward  Ave., 
Ruston,  LA  71270 


Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Offered 


An  advanced  course  in  Clinical  Pasto¬ 
ral  Training  entitled  “Clinical  Pastoral 
Group  Counseling,”  will  be  offered  for 
clergy  and  other  professional  persons  at 
Central  Louisiana  State  Hospital  begin¬ 
ning  Monday,  March  28,  1988  according 
to  Chaplain  Roland  K.  Friedrich,  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Clinical  Pastoral  Training  Pro¬ 
gram.  The  class  will  meet  every  Monday 
for  eight  weeks.  Students  can  earn  two 
hours  Seminary  credit  with  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  this  course  as  well  as  five  units  of 
continuing  education  credit. 

Dr.  Carroll  B.  Freeman,  who  is  on  the 


Chaplaincy  staff  at  Central  as  Seminary 
Consultant,  will  participate  in  some  of 
the  seminars.  Emphasis  will  focus  on 
group  counseling  and  treatment  with  the 
students  observing  and  participating  in 
various  clinical  groups  in  the  hospital. 
Such  training  will  better  enable  partici¬ 
pants  to  learn  how  to  get  the  most  out  of 
group  experience  as  well  as  effectively 
handling  problem  behaviors  in  group. 

Interested  persons  may  call  (318)  484- 
6362  or  write  Chaplain  Friedrich  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Hospital,  P.O.  Box  5031,  Pineville, 
Louisiana  71361-5031. 
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Healing  and  the  ‘magic  ingredient’ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


MARCH  18,  1988 


Since  when  is  leader  one  who  follows? 


A  recent  series  of  challenges  to  Chris¬ 
tians  to  recover  their  role  as  healing 
agents  deserves  wider  notice. 

The  challenges  were  made  during  the 
Protestant  Health  and  Welfare  Assembly 
in  San  Francisco  (see  UMR,  March  11). 

Numerous  speakers  at  the  assembly 
emphasized  the  role  of  Christians  in  pro¬ 
viding  ‘support,  respite  and  counseling” 
for  people  who  suffer.  For  example: 

•  Dr.  Harold  Wilke,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  historian,  said  that,  centuries  ago, 
Christian  congregations  were  the  "cra¬ 
dle"  of  modern  health  and  hospital  care. 

•The  Rev.  Charles  Fahey,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest  and.  professor  at  Fordham 
University,  noted  that  "binding  up  wounds” 
is  basic  to  the  church’s  Christian  identity. 

•  Dr.  Scott  Houston,  president  of  Wes¬ 
leyan  Homes  in  Atlanta,  Ga..  said  that  con¬ 
gregations  should  "claim  the  legacy  (of 
healing)  and  enhance  it”  through  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  compassion  and  competence. 

These  are  valid  and  timely  observa¬ 
tions. 

They  are  particularly  warranted  in 
light  of  two  tendencies  among  many  mod¬ 
ern  Christians:  (1)  to  regard  "healing”  as 
something  that  is  done  solely  by  medical 
professionals,  and  (2)  to  associate  healing 
and  religion  with  discredited  "faith  heal¬ 
ers"  concerned  more  with  self-promotion 
than  with  human  suffering. 

Often  overlooked  are  the  key  role  that 
healing  played  in  the  ministry  of  Jesus  and, 
in  that  context,  his  mandate  to  His  follow¬ 
ers  to  “love  one  another  as  I've  loved  you." 

Similarly,  what  appealed  to  many  peo¬ 
ple  about  the  early  Christian  communi¬ 
ties  was  the  emphasis  those  communities 
placed  on  caring  for  physical  ailments  as 
well  as  spiritual  needs. 

The  "magic  ingredient”  that  Christians 
offered  to  people  who  were  suffering  was 
deceptively  simple  when  contrasted  with 


John  Wesley,  the  founder  of  Method¬ 
ism.  called  himself  a  "man  of  one  book." 
However,  it’s  unlikely  most  United  Meth¬ 
odists  know  that  "one  book"— the  Bi¬ 
ble—  as  well  as  he  did. 

Although  both  our  church’s  current 
theological  statement  and  its  proposed 
replacement  affirm  that  Scripture  is  our 
primary  resource  for  doctrine,  vast  num¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodists  lack  a  basic 
working  knowledge  of  the  Bible. 

Beginning  with  this  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter.  a  new  two-part  feature  appears 
on  our  editorial  page  which  we  hope  will 
promote  increased  reading  and  study  of 
the  Bible  (see  box  at  right). 

First,  readers  will  find  an  unidentified 
passage  from  the  Bible  on  our  editorial 
page  each  week  and  will  be  challenged  to 
find  the  passage’s  location  in  the  Bible.  The 
answer  will  appear  the  following  week 
along  with  another  unidentified  verse. 

United  Methodist  layman  Jay  F. 
Downs  of  Ellicott  City,  Md.  proposed  this 
idea  and  agreed  to  provide  a  selection  of 
Bible  verses  "that  offer  encouragement, 
instruction  and  glory  to  God  and  have 
meaning  and  variety." 

It  is  our  hope  that  the  selected  passage 
of  Scripture  will  attract  readers  not  only 
to  find  its  location  but  also  to  read  the 
full  passage  in  which  it  appears.  Verses 
used  will  be  from  the  Revised  Standard 
Version  of  the  Bible. 

Second,  readers  will  find  a  selection  of 
Bible  passages  for  reading,  study  and  medi¬ 
tation  during  the  coming  week.  The  read¬ 
ings  are  derived  from  the  New  Common 
Lectionary.  which  many  United  Methodist 
pastors  use  as  the  basis  for  the  Sunday  les¬ 
sors)  and/or  sermon  preparation. 


the  healing  rituals  of  pagan  culture:  acts 
of  compassion,  rooted  in  the  firm  belief 
that  Christ’s  followers  are  empowered  to 
be  channels  of  God’s  healing  love. 

Unfortunately,  the  crucial  role  of  com¬ 
passion  in  the  healing  process  is  often 
overlooked  in  the  20th  century,  particu¬ 
larly  in  relationship  to  the  sophisticated 
high-tech  tools  and  techniques  available 
to  modern  medicine. 

Nothing  has  happened  during  the  20 
centuries  of  the  Christian  era  to  change 
the  fundamental  reality  of  and  need  for 
compassion  as  an  essential  component  of 
healing.  Nor  has  any  group  or  institution 
in  society  replaced  the  Christian  church 
as  the  primary  advocate  of  and  witness  to 
the  need  for  compassion. 

Countless  physicians  and  other  profes¬ 
sional  health-care  workers  have  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  reality.  Most  concede  the 
inadequacy  of  any  medical  care,  regard¬ 
less  of  how  technically  advanced  it  may 
be.  that  is  divorced  from  the  basic  human 
need  for  loving  care  and  compassion. 

Consequently,  medical  professionals 
increasingly  are  welcoming  Christian 
pastors  and  sensitive  lay  people  as  key 
members  of  the  "healing  team.”  It  has 
been  repeatedly  shown  that  the  loving 
prayers,  presence  and  Scripture-based 
counsel  of  such  people  significantly  pro¬ 
mote  healing  of  body,  mind  and  spirit. 

As  followers  of  the  Great  Physician, 
many  Christians  aren't  likely  to  consider 
that  news.  Numerous  congregations  al¬ 
ready  have  in  place  formal  and  informal 
ways  to  show  compassion  to  people  who 
suffer  and  know  first-hand  its  beneficial 
impact  on  healing. 

Those  of  us  who  haven’t  discovered  that 
reality,  however,  should  do  so  by  becoming 
involved  in  compassionate  outreach  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  suffer.  Predictably,  we’ll  find  that 
being  healers  continues  to  be  a  great  gift  of 
God  to  those  who  “love  one  another.” 


Know  your  Bible ? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Not  that  I  complain  of  want;  for  I 
have  learned  in  whatever  state  I  am 
to  be  content ...  I  have  learned  the  se¬ 
cret  of  facing  plenty  and  hunger, 
abundance  and  want.  I  can  do  all 
things  in  him  who  strengthens  me.” 
Book  Chapter  Verse 


(See  ansicer  in  this  space  next  week.) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  21 

Monday:  Psalms  51:10-14 
Tuesday:  Psalms  51:15-17 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  31:31-34 
Thursday:  Hebrews  5:7-10 
Friday:  John  12:20-26 
Saturday:  John  12:27-33 
Sunday:  Mark  11:1-11 


for  guidance,  challenge,  comfort  and 
strength  When  Scripture  is  encountered 
in  a  regular  and  deliberate  way,  Chris¬ 
tians  across  the  centuries  have  found  it 
to  be  a  powerful  channel  for  understand¬ 
ing  life's  meaning  and  purpose. 

If  you  do  not  already  have  a  plan  for 
regular  Bible  reading,  we  challenge  you  to 
learn  firsthand  how  regular  exposure  to 
Scripture  provides  blessings  and  insights 
not  available  from  any  other  source. 

If  you  enjoy  this  new  feature,  or  wish 
to  suggest  a  particularly  meaningful 
verse  for  inclusion,  we  invite  you  to 
write  us  at:  ‘‘Know  your  Bible?”  The 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  be  to  God  for  giving  me  the 
grace  to  be  amused!  Otherwise,  I  would 
be  angry! 

I  have  just  read  the  zillionth  (or  so  it 
seems)  case  of  finger-pointing  at  our  de¬ 
nominational  leadership  for  not  reflect¬ 
ing  the  views  of  the  “mainstream”  of  our 
membership. 

Since  when  did  the  definition  of  “leader" 
become  “one  who  follows  the  masses”?  I, 
for  one,  am  glad  our  leaders  are  trying  to 
move  us  in  some  new  directions. 

Of  course,  human  leaders  will  make 
mistakes.  But  I’m  pretty  sure  God  can  for¬ 
give  those  mistakes.  In  fact,  God  can  prob¬ 
ably  even  do  more  with  our  mistakes  than 
with  our  affection  for  "standing  pat.” 

Whose  church  is  this,  anyway?  I  seem 
to  remember  learning  that  it  is  God’s 
church — not  “ours.”  I  think  God  is  better 
glorified  by  "Come,  let  us  reason  togeth¬ 
er"  than  by  our  condemnations. 

With  General  Conference  before  us, 
many  controversial  issues  are  also  before 
us.  Some  of  them  have  been  around  for 
awhile,  and  will  no  doubt  surface  again, 
particularly  if  the  disciplinary  statements 
that  currently  reflect  compromise  be¬ 
tween  two  extremes  are  maintained. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  those  state¬ 
ments  will  be  continued  debate  and  con¬ 
troversy  within  our  church.  The  cost  of 

Pontius'  Puddle 


By  RALPH  G.  HASTEN 

He  called  me  from  his  office  in  San  An¬ 
tonio  one  summer  day  some  25  years  ago. 

"Mrs.  Galloway  and  I  will  be  in  Car- 
rizo  Springs  for  a 
dedication  service  on 
next  Sunday  after¬ 
noon,”  Bishop  Paul 
Galloway  said. 

“While  we  are  that 
near  to  Eagle  Pass,  I 
thought  it  might  be  a 
good  time  to  try  to 
get  in  touch  with  a  Ralph  Hasten 
former  student  of  mine  who  lives  across 
the  river  in  Piedras  Negras.  Could  you, 
perhaps,  help  me  with  that?”  he  asked. 

I  said  I  could.  And  so  began  an  occa¬ 
sion  in  our  lives  which  my  family  and  I 
have  treasured  through  these  years. 

Calling  back  that  afternoon,  I  told  my 
bishop  that,  yes,  I’d  been  able  to  locate 
and  had  been  in  touch  with  the  gentleman 
in  question,  and  that  he  and  his  wife  had 
been  overjoyed  to  hear  that  they  might 
have  the  pleasure  of  a  visit  with  him. 

A  luncheon  in  their  honor 

I  then  went  on  to  say  that,  if  their  sched¬ 
ule  allowed,  our  church  women  would  very 
much  like  to  have  the  pleasure  of  prepar¬ 
ing  a  fellowship  luncheon  at  the  church  in 
honor  of  their  visit  to  our  community. 

Then,  while  I  waited,  he  called  his 


changing  the  statements  in  any  way  is 
probable  alienation  of  one  or  the  other  of 
the  groups  within  our  church.  If  our  mo¬ 
tive  is  to  do  the  "popular"  thing,  we  are 
doomed  to  fail,  because  God  is  calling  us 
to  do  the  redemptive  thing. 

That’s  always  been  more  demanding— 
but  when  we  are  dealing  with  issues  that 
involve  people’s  life  experiences,  we 
need  to  be  demanding! 

God  has  given  us  both  sides  to  love  and 
live  with.  Neither  God  nor  the  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  discredited,  so 
long  as  human  beings  are  not  trampled 
in  the  name  of  "righteousness.” 

Genie  H.  Butler 
Libson,  North  Dakota 

I  don’t  want  to  leave  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

I  rarely  write  letters  to  editors.  But  I 
feel  that  I  must  comment  on  a  recent  letter 
by  Kenneth  E.  Hoover  commenting  on  the 
recent  "Houston  Declaration"  composed 
and  signed  by  5i)  pastors  from  across  the 
United  States  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

I  believe  a  larger  group  of  grass-roots 
United  Methodists  are  trying,  in  all  hu¬ 
mility  and  prayerfulness,  to  gain  a  closer 
relationship  with  God  and  support  the 
following: 

1.  The  primacy  of  the  Scripture  as  the 
essential  foundation  for  our  faith. 


wife,  and  having  confirmed  with  her  that 
this  could  be  done,  he  said,  "We  would  be 
delighted  to  join  you  for  that  occasion.” 

Arrangements  were  made  for  them  to 
spend  the  night  at  the  Eagle  Inn,  since  he 
felt  that  they  would  be  arriving  quite 
late  and  did  not  wish  to  disturb  us.  Then 
they  would  come  for  breakfast  with  our 
family  in  the  lovely  parsonage  of  First 
Church  which  sits  high  atop  a  bluff  over¬ 
looking  the  meandering  Rio  Grande. 

How  they  blessed  our  lives  in  that  vis¬ 
it!  I  know  of  no  two  more  gracious  pasto¬ 
ral  hearts  than  these.  From  the  moment 
of  their  arrival  until  we  left  to  go  across 
the  river  for  their  scheduled  visit,  they 
quietly  and  genuinely  shared  themselves 
with  us,  so  memorably  that  Deborah  and 
David,  who  were  then  six  and  four,  still 
vividly  recall  the  pleasure  of  that  brief 
time  the  Galloways  were  in  our  home. 

As  I  drove  them  to  meet  with  Bishop 
Galloway’s  former  student,  I  was  again  at 
first-hand  uniquely  aware  of  the  warm 
and  unfeigned  outreach  of  their  pastoral 
hearts  as  we  greeted  and  were  received  by 
that  beaming  businessman  and  his  wife. 

Imagine  my  surprise  to  discover  that 
while  on  a  retreat  with  several  of  his  stu¬ 
dents  in  a  secluded  rural  area,  the  bishop 
had  been  credited  with  saving  this  man’s 
life!  A  rattlesnake  had  bitten  him,  and 
while  other  students  went  for  help,  Bishop 
Galloway  had  treated  and  cared  for  him. 


2.  The  traditional  language  of  the  Trin¬ 
ity,  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit." 

3.  The  clear  statement  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  concerning  the  practice  of  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

If  the  General  Conference  votes  to  ac¬ 
cept  homosexuals  as  ministers  and  lead¬ 
ers,  and  if  other  terms  are  substituted 
for  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit, 
many  local  members  of  churches  all 
over  the  United  States  will  leave  our 
church.  There  does  seem  to  be  lack  of 
communication  between  the  local  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  higher  leaders  in  our 
church. 

I  do  not  want  to  leave  the  United 
Methodist  church.  My  prayer  is  that  the 
men  and  women  who  are  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference  make  their  decisions 
after  deep  and  sincere  prayer. 

Eloise  Tipton 
Marietta,  Oklahoma 

Positive  experience  shared 

To  the  Editor: 

You  recently  have  published  several 
negative  letters  about  the  church  and  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  I  would  like  to  share  the 
positive  experience  of  our  church,  which 
a  year  ago  voted  unanimously  to  become 
a  "reconciling  congregation.” 

That  means  we  do  our  best  to  welcome 
and  support  people  regardless  of  sexual 
orientation.  The  year-long  study  that 


reminds  me 

And  now,  years  later,  here  they  were 
together,  renewing  a  memorable  friend¬ 
ship.  It  was  a  beautiful  experience! 

Do  many  Methodists  work  here? 

As  we  came  back  across  the  river, 
Bishop  Galloway  turned  to  me  and  asked 
if  there  were  many  Methodists  at  work 
in  the  business  district  through  which  we 
were  passing.  I  told  him  that  he  could 
find  them  in  almost  every  store. 

"Good,”  he  answered.  "Why  don’t  you 
let  me  out  while  you  and  Mrs.  Galloway 
go  to  the  parsonage  for  your  family,  and 
I’ll  just  drop  in  a  store  or  two  to  say  hel¬ 
lo.  Then  I’ll  meet  you  at  the  church  for 
the  luncheon  with  the  ladies.”  (The  men 
had  told  me  on  the  day  before  that,  for 
business  reasons,  they  would  not  likely 
be  able  to  attend.) 

Thirty  minutes  later  we  arrived  at  the 
church,  and  five  minutes  after  that  the 
bishop  walked  in  the  door.  And  then,  be¬ 
hold!  a  stream  of  men  came  walking 
through  the  door,  until  at  last  there  were 
a  total  of  20  of  them  in  the  room  along 
with  the  40  or  so  women  who  had  laid  a 
sumptuous  meal  for  that  high  occasion! 

Each  of  those  men  later  told  me  how 
the  bishop  had  stopped  by  to  visit  them, 
each  in  his  separate  store,  and  each 
claiming  that  he  had  spent  15-20  minutes 
with  them.  I  counted  that  an  outright 
miracle.  And  still  do! 


preceded  our  decision  was  a  time  of 
growth  in  understanding  for  many  in  the 
congregation. 

Since  the  decision  we  have  all  experi¬ 
enced  many  joyful  times  of  liberation, 
and  we  look  forward  to  an  ongoing  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  reconciling  ministry  we 
have  begun. 

We  hope  many  other  churches  may 
have  the  same  rich  experience. 

Graeme  Donovan 
Washington,  D.C. 

Boycott  action  slammed 

To  the  Editor: 

Once  again  I  see,  by  the  Feb.  26  Re¬ 
porter,  that  a  general  board  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  has  made  a 
statement  that  would  suggest  the  UMC  is 
for  a  boycott  of  Shell  Oil  and  also  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  grape  growers. 

No  one.  no  board  speaks  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  without  a  specific 
given  authority  (Book  of  Discipline, 
para.  610).  Those  making  these  inane 
statements  are  giving  the  UMC  a  bad 
name  and  play  a  large  part  in  the  exodus 
of  members  of  our  denomination. 

Perhaps  if  our  church  spent  more  time 
in  teaching  the  love  of  Jesus  in  our  semi¬ 
naries  so  that  the  local  preachers  could 
be  more  effective  in  spreading  the  good 
news  of  the  Gospel,  then  we  could  better 
deal  with  the  declining  congregations. 

The  UMC  could  do  more  for  the  trou¬ 
bled  world  by  concentrating  on  spread¬ 
ing  the  good  news  of  the  Holy  Bible  and 
the  love  of  our  living  Savior  than  by 
meddling  in  every  temporal  affair  that 
comes  up. 

It  is  only  logical  that  if  you  do  a  go*, 
job  in  promulgating  Christian  Love,  the 
recipient  will  automatically  do  the  right 
thing  socially. 

I,  for  one,  will  not  boycott  any  compa¬ 
ny  or  any  idea  unless  I,  as  an  individual, 
feel  that  to  do  so  is  my  saying,  “I  do  not 
like  what  you  do  or  what  you  stand  for.” 

I  do  not  need  any  misguided  church 
group  speaking  for  me  or  my  church. 

Ed  Carothers 
Houston,  Texas 


of  blessings 

How  grand  a  time  of  fellowship  we  all 
enjoyed  that  day,  as  Bishop  and  Mrs. 
Galloway  went  from  one  person  after 
another  in  that  gathering,  speaking  spe¬ 
cial  words  and  listening  with  intent 
awareness  to  the  responses  of  every  sin¬ 
gle  member  of  the  group. 

Through  the  years,  as  we’ve  had  occa¬ 
sion  to  be  in  touch  with  many  of  these  folk, 
strong  mention  has  been  made  of  the  im¬ 
pact  of  their  visit  to  that  small  but  thriv¬ 
ing  border  town  on  that  summer  day! 

I  write  these  things  to  say,  as  best  I’m 
able,  how  much  I  appreciate  the  special 
friendships  of  so  many  gracious  and  won¬ 
derful  people  who  have  blessed  my  life. 

These  two,  standing  tall  among  them, 
have  left  some  indelible  marks  upon  my 
spirit  and  within  the  lives  of  my  wife  and 
children  that  have  served  to  remind  us  of¬ 
ten  of  God’s  sure  goodness  and  of  His  love! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Ralph  G.  Hasten  serves  on 
special  appointment  as  a  counselor  at 
the  Texas  Rehabilitation  Commission  in 
Houston.  Texas  and  is  a  ministerial  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length )  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


A  new  challenge  to  study  God’s  Word 


OCR  CHORCW  IS  EXPERIENCING-  THE  DEATH 
gF Y  OLO  NTEER  IS  M  •  ypOTH  WORKERS,  MOSIC 
P  RECTORS,  CUSTODIANS,  CHRISTIAN  ED  , 
SUPERVISORS-  E.VER960Dy  WANTS  TO  BE  PAW 


MO,  SOT  WE’RE 
UlRlNGr  A 

committee: 

TO  LOOK 

INTO  IT. 


My  Witness 

Special  day  with  bishop 


The  feature  is  intended  to  make  readi¬ 
ly  accessible  to  our  readers  a  practical 
guide  for  looking  to  God’s  Word  each  day 
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On  the  UMR  Beat 

Impromptu  visit  to  6 47 5 9  gets  good  vibes 


The  seminar  I  was  leading  ended  at 
noon,  and  my  flight  back  to  Dallas  didn't 
leave  until  5  p.m. 

So  I  decided  to  spend  a  rainy  afternoon 
making  impromptu 
pastoral  calls  on  a 
few  of  our  church’s 
national  leaders 
whose  offices  are  in 
New  York  City’s  In¬ 
terchurch  Center— 
the  famous  (or  infa¬ 
mous)  “475  Riverside 
Drive."  Spurgeon  Dunnam 

It  turned  out  to  be  an  extraordinary 
afternoon.  What  I  experienced  scarcely 
reflected  popular  stereotypes  of  denomi¬ 
national  bureaucrats  and  the  building 
that  houses  them.  Nor  did  it  correspond 
with  our  frequent  difficulty  reaching 
church  leaders  in  their  offices. 

My  first  stop  was  at  the  National 
Council  of  Churches’  Communications 
Office.  I  found  its  head,  Martin  Bailey, 
making  preparations  for  a  national 
“Gathering  of  Christians”  in  mid-May. 
The  hope  is  to  draw  together  people 
from  many  different  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  across  the  country  to  share  a 
modern-day  Pentecost  experience. 

Next  I  poked  my  head  into  the  office 
of  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  He  had  papers  spread 
all  over  his  desk  from  which  he  was  com¬ 


piling  a  report  on  a  search  to  fill  a  soon- 
to-occur  vacancy  in  a  key  staff  position. 

He  paused  a  few  moments  to  speak  en¬ 
thusiastically  about  recent  requests  the 
mission  board  has  received  for  more 
missionaries  in  Southeast  Asia.  And  he 
expressed  regret  about  an  aborted  dia¬ 
logue  session  the  week  before  with  a 
group  of  the  board’s  critics. 

Doreen  Tilghman,  head  of  the  mission 
board’s  Africa  office,  was  in  Africa 
checking  on  some  mission  activities  our 
church  supports  there.  However,  one  of 
her  assistants.  Sue  Robinson,  broke  away 
briefly  from  interviewing  a  potential  fu¬ 
ture  missionary. 

She  told  of  a  very  positive  spirit  at  a  re¬ 
cent  district  mission  event  she  had  attend¬ 
ed.  She  expressed  similar  encouragement 
regarding  the  efforts  of  Christians  to  me¬ 
diate  in  the  violent  confrontations  between 
Jews  and  Palestinians  in  Israel. 

Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  cradled 
her  phone  and  spoke  hopefully  of  United 
Methodism’s  future  ministry  in  Mozam¬ 
bique.  a  southern  African  nation  with  enor¬ 
mous  economic  and  political  problems. 

She  spoke  gratefully  of  UMCOR’s  abil¬ 
ity  to  respond  immediately  to  disastrous 
floods  that  recently  hit  Brazil  and  of  the 
effective  work  the  Christian  Relief  and 
Development  Association  is  doing,  with 
United  Methodist  help,  to  avert  another 
full-scale  famine  in  Ethiopia. 


Word  of  TAouth 


A  city  sleeps, 

A  woman  weeps. 

And  stumbles  through  the  Garden 
in  the  dawn. 


He  is  not  dead, 

The  angel  said, 

And  sent  her  running 
with  the  word 


To  hush  her  sighs 
In  vast  surprise, 

To  find  the  tomb  agape 
and  Jesus  gone. 


That  we  today 
Catch  up,  and  say: 

Rejoice!  We  have  a 
risen  Lord! 

-E.  RUTH  GLOVER 


I  ran  into  Timberly  Whitfield,  a  recent 
college  graduate  who  spent  the  summer  of 
1986  working  as  an  intern  at  the  Reporter 
and  sharing  a  room  in  our  home.  She  was 
trying  to  decide  then  if  she  wanted  to  de¬ 
vote  her  life  to  writing  about  religion. 

The  well-traveled  daughter  of  agricul¬ 
tural  missionaries  to  Africa,  Bill  and 
Jimmie  Whitfield,  Timberly  is  a  writer 
for  the  United  Methodist  Women’s  maga¬ 
zine.  “Response.”  The  high  praise  “Re¬ 
sponse”  editor  Carol  Herb  had  for 
Timberly’s  work  made  me  feel  proud. 

I  saw  Frances  Smith  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  News  Service  scurrying  down  the 
stairs  to  track  down  some  information 
for  a  story  on  which  she  was  working. 

Nelson  Price,  head  of  the  public  media 
division  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations,  was  working  on  plans  for  a  new 
cable  satellite  network  sponsored  by  a 
broad-based  group  of  mainline  religious 
denominations.  He  had  just  hung  up  from 
patiently  answering  some  questions  of  a 
church  member  who’d  called  seeking  in¬ 
formation  about  television  production  by 
non-profit  organizations. 

The  only  place  I  went  that  wasn’t  bus¬ 
tling  with  activity  was  the  offices  of  the 
newly  merged  Presbyterian  Church 
U.S.A.  That’s  understandable,  though, 
since  a  majority  of  their  offices  already 
have  moved  from  New  York  to  new 
headquarters  in  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

As  my  cab  driver  fought  the  afternoon 
traffic  en  route  to  LaGuardia  airport,  I 
thought  how  often  negative  feelings  are 
expressed  about  general  church  agencies 
and  those  who  work  for  them. 

And  I  wished  there  were  some  way 
that  members  across  our  church  could 
share  my  good  feelings  this  one  day  from 
seeing  so  large  a  network  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  "on  the  job"  attempting  to  extend  the 
work  of  Christ  in  many  different  parts  of 
the  world  on  behalf  of  us  all. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


United  Theological  Seminal^  Invites  You  To  Dayton,  Ohio 
20  June  -  1  July  1988 
For:  Foundation  Studies  for  Diaconal  Ministry 
Certification  Studies  in  Christian  Education 
A  Course:  Computers  and  Christian  Education 

STUDY  DURING  THE  WEEK 
ATTEND  ‘ALDERSGATE  250,  ANEW  HEARTWARMING' ON  THE  WEEKEND 

For  information: 

Ask  for  Cheryl  at  1-800-322-5817  outside  Ohio,  1-800-686-4673  in  Ohio. 
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fl  Christ - 
Centered 
Partnership 


John  and  Hatsumi  Moss  are  among  the  rare  and  unique  “international"  missionary 
couples:  Hatsumi,  daughter  of  a  famous  Japanese  painter,  met  John,  a  J-3,  in  the  late 
1940’s  at  a  student  center  he  directed  in  Tokyo. 

After  John's  graduate  work  at  Yale,  they  returned  to  work  in  Niigata  on  Japan’s  in¬ 
hospitable  northern  coast.  Their  imprint  is  strongly  felt  in  Keiwa  High  School,  built  with 
funds  raised  in  the  U.S.,  Germany,  Canada,  and  Japan.  Their  influence,  however,  is 
felt  not  only  in  Niigata,  where  they  organized  work  camps  to  help  cope  with  the  ruins 
of  a  billion-dollar  earthquake,  but  in  the  whole  region  where  John  has  done  extensive 
evangelistic  work.  Hatsumi,  an  education  and  vocational  counselor,  has  served  three  terms 
on  the  YWCA’s  national  board. 

The  Moss’s  work  will  long  be  remembered.  Their  contributions  are  like  those  of  many 
missionaries  who  witness  to  the  life  and  death  of  our  Lord  in  obscure  places.  These  people 
need  our  prayers  and  financial  support— $6  million  in  1987.  To  learn  how  you  can  assist, 
contact  your  Conference  Secretary  of  Global  Ministries  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room 
1314,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 
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World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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Q)  MINISTERIAL  EDUCATION  FUND 


Local  investment:  future  leaders 


Ministerial 
Education  Fund 


Twenty  years  of  support 


United  Methodism’s  second-largest  ap¬ 
portioned  fund  —  The  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  (MEF)  —  will  celebrate  its 
20th  birthday  during  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

What  began  as  a  dream  of  some  Geor¬ 
gia  laity  has  become  an  apportioned  fund 
largely  because  of  the  overwhelming 
support  of  lay  delegates  to  the  1968  Unit¬ 
ing  Conference.  It  has  continued  to  grow 


over  the  years,  from  the  One  Percent 
Fund  to  the  Two  Percent  Fund.  It  has 
grown  because  laity  and  clergy  recog¬ 
nize  its  roots  and  that  its  presence  is  crit- 
ical  to  the  future  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  laity  who  believed  in  this  dream 
were  deeply  concerned  about  theological 
education.  Their  concern  led  them  to 
recognize  the  importance  of  ongoing 


education,  and  professional  and  personal 
growth  for  the  clergy.  Besides  the  esca¬ 
lating  expenses,  they  cared  about  the 
many  students  who  spent  more  time 
working  to  stay  in  school  than  studying. 
To  assist  such  students,  they  started  a 
small-scale  campaign  to  raise  additional 
income. 

The  people  envisioned  an  apportioned 
fund  that  was  necessary  to  undergird 
theological  study  and  assure  vigorous, 
competent  ministerial  leadership  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church  to  continue 
as  a  dynamic  witness  in  the  world. 

Annual  conferences: 
first  25  percent 

“Of  the  total  money  raised  in  each  an¬ 
nual  conference  ...  25  percent  shall  be 
retained  by  the  Annual  Conference  which 
raised  it,  to  be  used  in  its  program  of 

ministerial  education _ ”  (The  Book  of 

Discipline,  11921) 

Since  1970,  almost  $48  million  has 
“stayed  home,”  in  the  73  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  representing  25  percent  of  the  to¬ 
tal  dollars  apportioned  for  the  MEF. 

This  portion  is  available  to  conference 
boards  of  ordained  and  diaconal  ministry 
to  provide  financial  aid  for  seminary  stu¬ 
dents,  Continuing Education  opportunities 
and  career  counseling.  In  some  confer¬ 
ences  the  MEF  provides  support  for  per¬ 
sons  attending  pastors  schools  to  become 
certified  as  local  pastors. 

In  the  annual  conferences,  the  fund  is 
also  used  in  recruiting  and  enlisting  can- 
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didates  for  ordained  and  diaconal  minis¬ 
tries. 

Each  annual  conference  determines 
its  use  of  the  25  percent  of  the  MEF. 

75  percent:  theological 
education 

Seventy-five  percent  of  the  annual 
conference  MEF  receipts  go  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  and  its  divisions  of  Ordained  and 
Diaconal  Ministry  to  be  distributed  along 
guidelines  established  by  the  General 
Conference. 

Up  to  one-fourth  of  the  operating  mon¬ 
ey  for  the  13  United  Methodist  theologi¬ 
cal  schools  is  produced  by  the  fund, 
undergirding  their  educational  pro¬ 
grams,  providing  financial  assistance  to 
students  and  improving  the  quality  of 
their  libraries. 

Since  1970,  the  first  year  churches  were 
apportioned  for  the  fund,  the  MEF  has 
provided  more  than  $160  million  to  en¬ 
hance  theological  education  in  our 
church.  During  the  1985-88  quadrennium, 
full  payment  of  this  apportionment  would 
provide  almost  $60  million  for  financial 
aid  and  other  conference  programs. 

Although  the  dollar  support  has  in¬ 
creased,  the  rapid  escalation  of  educa¬ 
tional  costs,  inflation  and  the  decreased 
percentage  of  costs  met  by  each  dollar, 
have  resulted  in  a  decreasing  percentage 
of  MEF  support  to  the  seminaries;  21 
percent  in  1987  compared  with  33  per¬ 
cent  in  1975. 


by  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund)  with¬ 
out  considering  need.  Drew’s  match  can 
be  up  to  47  percent  of  tuition.  In  addition, 
local  churches  and  laity  interested  in 
supplementing  students  will  be  contact¬ 
ed.  The  goal  is  to  link  conference,  semi¬ 
nary  and  church  to  provide  most  or  all  of 
tuition. 

Drew  believes  that  “people  who  can 
begin  their  ministry  free  of  heavy  in¬ 
debtedness  are  able  to  give  more  of  their 
energy  to  the  church.” 


Partnership 

in 

Ministry 

Drew  professor 
of  church  history, 
Kenneth  Rowe,  and 
student,  Sheila 
Duncan, prepare 
for  a  service  of 
baptism. 


Drew  Divinity  School,  Madison,  N.J.,  is 
concerned  about  the  financial  stress  un¬ 
der  which  today’s  seminarians  live.  The 
need  to  balance  study,  work,  family,  per¬ 
sonal  needs  and  a  heavy  indebtedness 
causes  the  seminarian  to  be  less  effec¬ 
tive  in  preparing  for  a  lifetime  of  service 
in  the  ministry. 

To  lessen  this  stress,  Drew  has  adopt¬ 
ed  a  program  called  Partnership  for 
Ministry.  Drew  will  match  conference 
support  for  seminarians  (made  possible 


The  1987  Claremont  graduating  class  knows  that  through  the  MEF  the  dream  of 
graduation  will  continue  for  seminarians. 

Conferences  support  ministry 


Troy 

The  1987  Session  of  Conference  adopt¬ 
ed  the  goal  of  reaching  100  percent  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  (MEF)  in 
1988.  Conference  leaders  applaud  the  in¬ 
crease  in  1987  to  77  percent,  up  from  60 
percent  in  1986.  The  seminary  student 
scholarship  program  and  the  continuing 
education  grants  for  pastors  are  threat¬ 
ened  unless  more  local  churches  are  able 
to  pay  100  percent  of  the  MEF  appor¬ 
tionment. 

An  Honor  Roll  church  must  pay  at 
least  75  percent  of  its  1988  apportion¬ 
ment  by  Sept.  30. 

South  Indiana 

Martha  Waas,  of  the  South  Indiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  was  a  high  school  En- 
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glish  teacher  before  recognizing  God’s 
call  to  the  diaconal  ministry. 

A  mother  of  two,  Martha  is  working 
toward  a  master’s  degree  in  pastoral 
care  and  counseling  at  Christian  Theo¬ 
logical  School,  Indianapolis. 

“When  I  recognized  my  call  to  minis¬ 
try,  I  knew  that,  without  financial  assis¬ 
tance,  my  income  as  a  single  parent 
would  be  inadequate,”  Martha  said.  The 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  is  making  it 
possible  for  her  to  study  for  the  diaconal 
ministry  while  earning  her  master’s  de¬ 
gree.  Both  Becky,  age  7,  and  Matt,  13, 
support  their  mother’s  career  decision. 

North  Georgia 

A  recent  graduate  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  the  Rev.  E.  Paul  Gamber  ap¬ 
preciates  the  financial  assistance  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  North  Georgia  Annual 
Conference  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
(MEF). 

Paul,  who  is  married  with  two  chil¬ 
dren,  left  a  career  in  law  to  enter  semi¬ 
nary.  "From  a  public-speaking 
standpoint,  and  being  able  to  think  on  my 
feet,”  Paul  explained,  “there’s  no  better 
training  than  law  school.’’  Having 
worked  in  the  corporate  world,  he  said, 
"I  will  be  able  to  relate  to  people  in  the 
parish  in  ways  that  many  ministers 
can’t.” 

About  his  decision  to  change  careers, 
Paul  has  no  regrets.  “I  would  never  go 
back  to  practicing  law,”  he  said  with 
conviction.  “The  MEF  has  really  made  a 


The  dream  continues 
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Lynn  Clark,  1988  Stoody-West  Fellowship  winner,  and  her  husband  Jon  work  on  a 
project  in  the  new  master  of  arts  in  religious  communications  program  at  United. 


Students  train  in  media  ministry 


United  Theological  School  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  offers  an  unusual  opportunity  to 
train  for  ministry  in  a  media  world.  The 
master  of  arts  in  religious  communica- 
tios  (MARC)  degree  offers  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  approach  to  ministry  in  the  media  in 
four  areas:  radio,  television,  computer 
and  print.  It  requires  a  theological  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  appropriate  use  of  media 
in  the  church  through  grounding  in  Scrip¬ 
ture,  theology,  church  history,  ethics  and 
educational  and  communication  theory. 

A  legacy  lives 


The  1988  Stoody-West  Fellowship  win¬ 
ner,  Lynn  Clark,  and  her  husband,  Jon 
are  enrolled  in  the  MARC  program.  They 
will  produce  a  weekly  television  pro¬ 
gram  broadcast  on  a  major  commercial 
station  in  the  Dayton  area,  as  well  as  two 
nationally  syndicated  programs  heard  on 
190  stations  across  the  country.  They 
will  work  with  a  faculty  of  media  profes¬ 
sionals  who  have  written  more  than  30 
books. 


The  Anna  Howard  Shaw  Center  at  Bos¬ 
ton  University  School  of  Theology  advo¬ 
cates  and  promotes  structures  and 
practices  which  empower  women  of  all 
racial,  ethnic  and  social  backgrounds.  A 
gathering  place  for  women  and  men,  it 
also  provides  resources  and  program¬ 
ming  for  student,  faculty,  staff,  clergy 
and  laity,  and  networking  of  students  and 
area  clergy  and  laity.  By  providing  op¬ 
portunities  for  laywomen  to  interact 
with  theological  issues,  the  center  keeps 
the  dialogue  between  church  and  semi¬ 
nary  current. 

The  center  was  established  in  1978, 100 
years  after  the  graduation  of  Anna  How¬ 
ard  Shaw,  the  first  woman  to  be  ordained 
in  the  Methodist  tradition.  She  was  also  a 
medical  doctor  and  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Women’s  Suffrage  Association. 
The  center  is  dedicated  to  issues  and 
projects  that  exemplify  the  concerns  of 
Anna  Howard  Shaw. 


Methesco  liturgical  arts  students  pre¬ 
pare  for  a  staging  of  “Purlie  Victori¬ 
ous.” 


Guest  editorial 


Partners  in  ministry 


Dear  Fellow  United  Methodists: 

I  write  to  express  the  thanks  of  the  13 
United  Methodist  seminaries  for  the  vi¬ 
tal  support  contributed  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregations  through  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  (MEF). 


Many  needs  con¬ 
front  The  United  I 
Methodist  Church  I 
as  it  prepares  to  | 
enter  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury.  None  is  more  I 
basic  than  the  need  [ 
for  committed,  ca-  I 
pable  and  visionary 
leaders  who  are | 
prepared  to  com¬ 
mend  the  Christian  Fisher 

message  in  winning  and  transforming 
ways. 


Men  and  women  continue  to  hear  and 
heed  the  call  into  ordained  and  other 
forms  of  Christian  ministry.  Many  of 
them  come  to  graduate  theological  edu¬ 
cation  with  accumulated  debts  from  uni¬ 
versity  or  college  education,  and  some 
have  weighty  family  responsibilities  as 


well.  Without  the  assistance  provided  by 
the  fund,  many  of  these  highly  motivated 
and  committed  individuals  could  not 
complete  their  education. 

We  are  grateful  that  up  to  one-fourth 
of  the  operating  expenses  of  the  semi¬ 
naries  are  underwritten  through  the 
MEF.  This  constitutes  an  indispensable 
margin  which  helps  make  it  possible  for 
us  to  provide  quality  education  for  future 
pastors  and  teachers. 

Nearly  half  of  our  present  pastors  will 
reach  retirement  age  by  the  year  2000. 
We  are  mindful  of  our  responsibility  in 
preparing  a  new  generation  of  leaders 
for  the  church  of  the  future.  It  is  heart¬ 
ening  to  know  that  through  the  MEF  we 
are  partners  in  this  crucial  undertaking. 
Thank  you. 

Sincerely, 

Neal  F.  Fisher,  president, 
Association  of  United 
Methodist  Theological 
Studies 


MEF  reduces  debt 


‘‘Are  you  indebted  so  as  to  embarrass 
you  in  your  work?” 

When  the  bishop  asks  that  probing 
question  of  a  new  class  of  ordinands, 
their  reactions  range  from  nervous  fid¬ 
gets  to  cynical  giggles,  depending  on 
their  personal  level  of  embarrassment. 
They  all  know  the  important  truth  be¬ 
hind  the  impertinent  question. 

Most  of  our  new  ministers  will  be  seri¬ 
ously  in  debt  when  they  exit  seminary  to 
take  their  first  appointments.  The  grant 
officer  for  the  Detroit  Conference  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry  estimates  that  the 
average  debt  of  a  seminary  graduate 
will  be  about  $20,000.  And  remember, 
they  are  entering  a  profession  with  a  be¬ 
ginning  salary  of  less  than  $16,000  with 
little  hope  of  long-term  financial  gains. 
No  wonder  they  squirm  under  the  weight 
of  the  bishop’s  question!  At  what  poiht 
does  one  become  “embarrassed”  by  such 
a  debt? 

In  the  last  decade  seminary  costs  have 
skyrocketed  both  for  the  institution  and 
the  individual  student.  During  that  same 


time,  however,  our  basic  grant  to  stu¬ 
dents  has  remained  at  about  $1,000  per 
year.  This  means  that  our  participation 
in  the  cost  of  a  seminary  education  has 
declined  dramatically.  By  percentage, 
we  are  doing  less  even  though  the  needs 
are  greater  than  ever.  Our  inability  to  in¬ 
crease  our  grant  commensurate  with  in¬ 
creased  cost  is  really  a  part  of  the 
problems;  now,  who’s  embarrassed? 
Payment  in  full 

Your  support  of  the  Ministerial  Educa¬ 
tion  Fund  (MEF)  is  the  direct  link  be¬ 
tween  your  local  church  and  the 
seminarians  from  your  conference.  If  all 
of  our  churches  paid  the  MEF  apportion¬ 
ment  in  full,  we  could  increase  the 
amount  we  are  able  to  grant  significant¬ 
ly  and  reduce  the  debt  of  new  pastors. 

—  The  Rev.  John  E.  Harnish, 
Dexter  United 
Methodist  Church, 

Detroit  Annual 
Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry 


Workshops,  institutes  prove  popular 


Spring  is  beautiful  on  the  Boston  campus. 


One  person  makes 
a  big  difference 

For  individuals  and  families  caught  in 
the  violent  web  of  chemical  dependency, 
the  response  of  one  person  may  make 
the  critical  difference. 

The  new  master  of  arts  in  alcoholism 
and  drug  abuse  ministry  program  at  the 
Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  is 
unique  among  those  in  North  American 
seminaries.  The  program  provides  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  students  to  understand  the 
dynamics  of  dependency  and  the  process 
of  healing  and  recovery. 

Students  learn  a  theological  under¬ 
standing  of  illness  and  healing;  effective 
pastoral  care  and  counseling  skills; 
treatment  models  in  current  use;  the  im¬ 
portance  of  intervention;  and  the  skills  of 
early  detection  and  diagnosis. 

The  new  degree  program  can  be  com¬ 
pleted  after  two  years  of  academic  study 
and  one  summer  course. 


The  Candler  School  of  Theology,  At¬ 
lanta,  regularly  touches  people  from 
around  the  globe.  The  Candler  Center  for 
Continuing  Education  continues  to  spon¬ 
sor  preaching  workshops  as  well  as  lay 
theology  institutes  which  draw  large  au¬ 
diences. 

Participants  in  the  annual  Ministers’ 
Week,  for  instance,  focused  on  such  top¬ 
ics  as,  “Can  Theology  Be  Practical?”  and 
"Aldersgate  Revisited.” 

On  the  international  level,  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  World  Evangelism  convened  its 
third  international  seminar  at  Candler 
and  was  attended  by  105  delegates  from 
32  countries. 

Candler’s  reputation  as  a  major  center 
for  theological  study  and  research  was 
recognized  by  the  Lilly  Endowment, 
which  awarded  Candler  a  three-year 
grant  for  faculty  scholarship  develop¬ 
ment.  Also,  Dean  James  L.  Waits  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  second  Lilly  Endowment  grant 
to  study  the  future  of  university-related 
divinity  schools. 


Candler  students  and  faculty  ex¬ 
change  views. 
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Program  focuses  on  aging 


Bishops  resolution 


Set 


Since  classes  began  in  1959,  more  than 
1,000  persons  have  received  seminary 
education  at  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology, 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  Its  program  of  study  is 
focused  on  ministry  in  the  local  church. 
The  interdisciplinary  curriculum  of  the 
school  attempts  to  integrate  the  theory 
with  the  practice  of  ministry.  The  semi¬ 
nary  offers  two  degrees  oriented  around 
this  style  of  education:  the  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  and  the  doctor  of  divinity. 

Special  programs  are  developed  with¬ 
in  this  emphasis  on  ministry.  One  is  the 
gerontology  program  of  the  Poppele 
Center  of  Health  and  Welfare  studies.  In¬ 
tegrated  into  the  basic  curriculum  of  the 
school,  the  center  provides  field  experi¬ 
ence,  research,  training  and  consultation 
on  the  issues  of  aging  and  ministry,  espe¬ 
cially  the  work  of  the  church  with  older 
persons,  thus  giving  critical  leadership  in 
an  area  of  ministry  still  being  developed. 


Celebrate  20th  anniversary 


St.  Paul  faculty 
I  and  students  enjoy 
I  a  vigorous  discus¬ 
sion. 


Whereas,  1988  will  mark  the  20th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund,  and 

Whereas,  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  has  been  widely  acclaimed  as  the 
most  imaginative  program  of  denomina¬ 
tional  support  for  theological  education 
in  the  United  States,  and 

Whereas,  by  virtue  of  this  fund  the 
seminaries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  have  been  assisted  in  strengthen¬ 
ing  their  curricula  and  facilities,  making 
them  national  leaders  in  theological  edu¬ 
cation,  and 

Whereas,  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund  has  enlarged  and  strengthened  the 
work  of  annual  conference  boards  of  or¬ 
dained  and  diaconal  ministry,  offering 
scholarships  to  students,  making  avail¬ 
able  continuing  education  opportunities 
for  pastors,  and  undergirding  the  candi¬ 
dacy  program;  and  has  enabled  the  Divi¬ 
sions  of  Ordained  and  Diaconal  Ministry 


to  provide  a  holistic  program  of  re¬ 
sources  to  annual  conferences  and  the 
United  Methodist  seminaries;  and 

Whereas,  for  the  church  to  be  faithful 
to  its  mission  and  effective  in  its  minis¬ 
try,  it  needs  strong  centers  of  theological 
education  undergirded  by  the  prayers 
*and  resources  of  the  church. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  affirms  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund, 
and  commends  the  annual  conferences 
for  their  consistent  and  faithful  support 
of  the  fund,  and  encourages  each  confer¬ 
ence  to  strive  for  100  percent  participa¬ 
tion,  and 

Be  it  further  resolved,  that  the  Council 
of  Bishops  expresses  its  confidence  in 
our  theological  schools,  and  pledges  its 
cooperation  in  working  together  with 
them  to  provide  for  the  church  dedicated 
and  qualified  leaders  who  have  the  mind 
and  spirit  of  Christ.  —  Nov.  1, 1986 


Mentors  offer  minority  centers 

spiritual  aid  provide  unity,  diversity 
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Responding  to  the  growing  need  for 
Christian  ministers  for  the  Korean- 
speaking  communities,  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.,  offers  a 
new,  bilingual,  master  of  divinity  degree 
program  for  Korean  ministers  and  min¬ 
isterial  candidates.  Designed  to  affirm 
language  and  cultural  experiences,  it 
also  helps  the  Korean  student  to  increase 
participation  in  the  school’s  English  lan¬ 
guage  program. 

Dr.  Chan-Hie  Kim,  associate  profes¬ 
sor,  says,  “It  is  excellent  for  Korean  stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  studying  at  a 
prominent  United  States  Protestant  sem¬ 
inary;  but  (many  students)  are  troubled 
because  they  have  some  problems  with 
their  English.  There  is  a  large  Korean 
community  on  campus  which  helps  to 
prevent  a  sense  of  isolation.  There  is  a 
strong  commitment  to  help  bilingual  stu¬ 
dents.” 

A  mentor  program  provides  spiritual 
support,  enabling  the  Korean-speaking 
student  to  participate  fully  in  school  and 
community  events. 


The  Ministerial  Education  Fund, 
through  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Nashville,  pro¬ 
vides  financial  support  for  four  ethnic 
minority  centers. 

For  information  on  these  centers  you 
may  contact: 

Asian-American  Center 

Chan-Hie  Kim,  Director,  Center  for 
Asian-American  Ministries,  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  CA  91711 

Did  you  know? 

Of  the  25  percent  of  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund  which  goes  to  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Annual  Conference,  $55,000  is  allo¬ 
cated  to  ordained  ministry  and  $5,000  is 
allocated  to  diaconal  ministry.  Twenty 
percent  over  and  above  the  $60,000  is  al¬ 
located  to  diaconal  ministry.  During  this 
quadrennium,  the  conference  has  assist¬ 
ed  17  full-time  students,  27  persons 
working  toward  certification/consecra¬ 
tion  and  82  persons  with  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  expenses. 


Mexican-American  Program 
Roy  D.  Barton,  Director,  Mexican- 
American  Program,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  Universi¬ 
ty,  Dallas,  TX  75275 
Native  American  Center 
Ben  Bushyhead,  Director,  National 
United  Methodist  Native  American  Cen¬ 
ter,  2501  N.  Blackwelder,  Box  32A,  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  OK  73106 
Multi-Ethnic  Center 
William  James,  Director,  The  Multi- 
Ethnic  Center  for  Ministry,  Drew  Uni¬ 
versity,  Madison,  N.J.  07940. 


Covenant  brings  understanding 


A  Perkins’  student  breaks  the  loaf 
during  a  Communion  service. 

Diversity  challenges 
Perkins  students 

Theological  study  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Dallas,  challenges  students  to 
see  their  education  as  an  integral,  ongo¬ 
ing  process.  Students  are  inspired  to  ask 
life-changing  questions,  to  reflect  theo¬ 
logically  and  to  begin  developing  those 
practical  skills  necessary  for  careers  in 
ministry. 

The  school’s  master  of  sacred  music 
program,  unique  to  United  Methodist 
theological  education,  is  closely  inte¬ 
grated  into  a  quality  school  of  music,  to 
cross-fertilize  both  ministers  in  training 
and  professional  church  musicians.  The 
Perkins  intern  program  enhances  minis¬ 
terial  experience  in  supervised  contexts. 

The  racial  and  ethnic  diversity  of  the 
Perkins  community  contributes  to  a 
healthy  vision  of  the  world  where  global 
involvement  is  accepted  as  tomorrow  s 
challenge.  For  example,  “In  Search  of 
Canaan:  Afro-American  Interpretations 
of  America’s  Destiny”  was  the  topic  of 
the  1988  Willis  M.  Tate-Wilson  lectures, 
led  by  Dr.  Albert  J.  Raboteau,  Princeton, 
N.J. 


“Student  pastors  at  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  Washington,  D.C.,  no  long¬ 
er  are  seen  as  ‘loners’  but  rather  have 
become  the  envy  among  the  seminary 
population,”  said  Dean  Marjorie  Su- 
chocki.  “They  now  have  an  unusual  cohe¬ 
siveness  and  positive  image  on  campus.” 

Ms.  Suchocki  attributes  this  image  to 
the  student  pastor  program,  now  in  its 
third  year.  Unlike  many  such  programs, 
at  Wesley  the  student  pastor,  the  congre¬ 
gation  and  the  seminary  are  such  a  via¬ 


ble  part  of  the  whole.  Each  party  enters 
into  a  covenant  of  prayer;  each  searches 
for  the  “best  way”  to  be  in  mutual  minis¬ 
try;  and  each  recognizes  that  to  grow 
successfully  requires  the  full  participa¬ 
tion  of  all  parties.  Participating 
churches  learn  that  teaching  is  part  of 
their  role  and  that  the  identity  of  the 
congregation  must  be  recognized  and 
strengthened. 

A  similar,  three-semester  urban  min¬ 
istries  program  will  begin  next  January. 
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Working  with 
children  in  a 
church  setting  is 
part  of  the  study  at 
Wesley. 


Gammon  students  and  faculty  pre¬ 
pare  for  graduation  exercises. 

Gammon  adds  degree 
in  church  music 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  At¬ 
lanta,  recently  announced  a  new  degree 
program,  the  master  of  arts  in  church 
music.  This  is  an  academic  and  profes¬ 
sional  degree  program  designed  with  an 
awareness  of  the  importance  of  a  well- 
informed,  holistic  music  ministry  pursued 
in  the  context  of  theological  education. 

The  program’s  focus  is  church  music 
in  general  and  Afro-American  church 
music  and  theology  in  particular.  It  is 
designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  musicians 
who  seek  a  deeper  musical,  theological, 
biblical,  liturgical  and  historical  under¬ 
standing  of  the  theory  and  practice  of 
church  music. 

Course  offerings  include  a  study  of  the 
basic  techniques  of  choral  conducting 
and  a  seminar  on  the  exegetical  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  use  of  hymns,  spirituals 
and  Black  gospel  songs.  Independent 
study  in  church  music  is  also  available  to 
students  at  Gammon. 
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New  degree  stresses 


diaconal  ministry 


A  new  degree,  the  master  of  theologi¬ 
cal  studies,  welcomed  students  this  fall 
to  Duke  University,  The  Divinity  School, 
Durham,  N.C. 

The  master  of  theological  studies  is  a 
two-year  general  academic  degree  espe¬ 
cially  appropriate  for  diaconal  ministry 
candidates  and  candidates  in  church  mu¬ 
sic.  Like  the  master  of  divinity,  this 
degree  exposes  students  to  several  theo¬ 
logical  disciplines  and  explicitly  requires 


work  in  both  testaments,  church  history, 
theology  and  ethics.  As  the  Duke  Divinity 
School  staff  have  discovered,  this  pro¬ 
gram  complements  the  master  of  divin¬ 
ity  degree,  allowing  students  to  use 
Duke’s  great  intellectual  resources  for 
the  advancement  of  ministerial  and  lay 
purposes. 

For  all  Duke  students  earning  an  ad¬ 
vanced  degree  in  theological  studies,  a 
preaching  course  is  required. 


Christian  educators  find 
in-ministry  option  useful 


Responding  to  a  growing  need  among 
Christian  educators,  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill.,  has 
added  an  in-ministry  option  to  its  long- 
established  in-residence  master  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  program.  This  option  is 
open  to  persons  who  have  been  employed 
as  religious  educators  for  at  least  two 
years  and  who  are  currently  so  em¬ 
ployed. 

The  in-ministry  option  requires  10  on- 
campus,  short-term  intensive  courses 
during  the  summer  and  winter  quarters. 
They  include  the  six  courses  required  for 
consecration  as  a  diaconal  minister.  The 
remaining  11  courses  include  three  units 
of  independent  studies  on  site  or  as  elec¬ 
tives. 

The  degree  qualifies  a  graduate  for 
employment  as  director  of  Christian  edu¬ 


cation  as  well  as  consecration  as  a  diaco¬ 
nal  minister  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Relaxed  and  intense  conversation  re¬ 
flects  the  warmth  of  the  Garrett-Evan¬ 
gelical  community. 


Total  Seminary  Operating  Budgets 
and  MEF  Seminary  Support,  1971-1987 
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I  MEF 
I  Support 


Into  the  third  decade 


Shakespeare’s  in¬ 
sight  that  "what  is 
past  is  prologue" 
appropriately  de¬ 
scribes  the  vision 
many  in  United 
Methodism  hold  for 
the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund 
(MEF).  This  tabloid 
vividly  illustrates 
the  significant  con¬ 
tribution  the  MEF  has  made  to  theologi¬ 
cal  education  and  ministerial  formation 
for  two  decades.  The  strongest  cluster  of 
Protestant  theological  schools  in  the 
world;  annual  conference  programs  of 
enlistment,  financial  aid,  continuing  edu¬ 
cation  and  professional  development  for 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers;  nation¬ 
al  resources  and  services  to  bishops,  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  ministers 
across  our  church  —  all  are  the  result  of 
the  unique  partnership  between  local 
churches  and  the  denomination  in  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund 

As  we  look  to  the  threshold  of  the  21st 
century,  all  that  the  MEF  has  made  pos¬ 
sible  must  continue  and  be  enhanced. 
The  theological  schools  not  only  must 
continue  to  meet  increasingly  higher 
education  costs,  but  must  address  the  im¬ 
portant  matters  that  have  been  deferred 
because  of  inflation  —  faculty  salaries, 
library  development  and  maintenance. 
The  third  decade  of  the  MEF  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  steady  financial  support  that 
will  make  it  possible  for  this  strong  fam¬ 
ily  of  seminaries  to  be  equipped  to  enter 
the  new  century  effectively. 

The  new  decade  of  the  MEF  will  find 
annual  conferences  challenged  to  in¬ 
crease  and  to  improve  enlistment  pro¬ 
grams  in  light  of  the  very  high  clergy 
retirement  rate  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  face  in  the  1990s.  Quality 
education  for  increasing  numbers  of 
ministerial  candidates  will  mean  in¬ 
creasing  claims  upon  financial  aid  from 


Almost  a  generation  ago.  Bishop 
William  R.  Cannon,  then  dean  of 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Atlan¬ 
ta,  observed  that  "the  achievement 
and  maintenance  of  a  strong  and 
sufficient  ministry  is  the  responsi¬ 
bility,  not  of  a  board  or  an  agency 
or  a  school,  but  of  the  whole  church. 
In  the  end,  our  ministry  will  be  as 
numerous  or  as  scarce,  as  educated 
or  as  ignorant,  as  strong  or  as  weak, 
as  good  or  as  bad  as  we  as  a  church 
enable  it  to  be.” 


the  boards  of  Ordained  Ministry  and  Di¬ 
aconal  Ministry.  This  is  particularly  true 
regarding  ethnic  minority  and  second- 
career  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The 
challenge  and  demands  of  a  rapidly 
changing  world  and  society  will  require 
ministers  in  local  churches  to  stay  in¬ 
formed  and  equipped  through  continuing 
education  opportunities  supported  by  the 
MEF. 

Looking  to  the  next  decade,  I  see  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  preparing  to  deepen  spiri- 
tual  life,  experience  church  growth, 
develop  congregations  and  spread  scrip¬ 
tural  holiness  across  society.  We  are  do¬ 
ing  so  with  a  better  biblical  and 
theological  understanding  of  our  mis¬ 
sion;  a  renewed  commitment  to  evange- 
lism  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition,  a 
commitment  to  empower  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  persons  and  women  in  the  various 
ministries  of  the  church;  and  a  growing 
realization  of  the  significance  of  the 
ministry  of  the  laity. 

In  this  preparation  for  a  new  century, 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministerial  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  highest  commitment  and 
quality  is  needed  as  never  before.  With 
abundant  evidence  of  what  the  Ministeri¬ 
al  Education  Fund  has  achieved  over  two 
decades,  The  United  Methodist  Church 
will  continue  to  invest  in  this  kind  of 
leadership  through  strong  support  of  the 
fund. 

The  past  truly  is  prologue  to  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

—  Donald  H.  Treese, 

associate  general  secretary, 
Division  of  Ordained  Ministry, 
General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Minorities  assume 
leadership  roles 

Women  and  ethnic  minority  persons 
hold  31  percent  of  full-time  faculty  posi¬ 
tions  and  44  percent  of  administrative 
posts  in  the  United  Methodist  seminar¬ 
ies,  according  to  a  survey  released  by  the 
church’s  Division  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

These  totals  reflect  the  addition  dur¬ 
ing  the  1985-86  academic  year  of  the 
largest  number  of  women  in  seminary 
leadership  roles  in  the  history  of  United 
Methodist  theological  education.  The 
Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  said  women  and  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  persons  represent  approximately  46 
percent  of  the  enrollment  at  the  13  semi¬ 
naries. 


Iliff  offers  cross-cultural  study 


The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver, 
has  initiated  several  new  programs  de¬ 
signed  to  increase  student  enrollment. 

Committed  to  offering  a  broadly  based 
preparation  for  cross-cultural  ministry, 
school  personnel  are  restructuring  the 
curriculum  with  an  emphasis  on  Third 
Worl0  concerns.  Areas  of  the  world  not 
represented  by  full-time  faculty  are 
strengthened  by  the  presence  of  visiting 
faculty  members. 


The  Iliff  Institute  for  Lay  and  Clergy 
Education  includes  campus  events,  ac¬ 
tivities  in  the  greater  Denver  area  with 
churches  and  other  agencies,  and  pro¬ 
grams  in  surrounding  states.  Iliff ’s  annu¬ 
al  week  of  lectures  had  record-breaking 
attendance.  Events  planned  for  fall  1988 
include  a  forum  on  politics  and  moral 
agenda,  a  seminar  on  aging,  and  a  work¬ 
shop  on  responses  to  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions. 


Iliff  students 
chat  in  Skaggs 
lounge. 
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_ j  minority  priority  challenge  shifts 

to  4a  new  table’  for  local  congregations 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  12-year  missional  priority  on 
ethnic  minorities  has  created  "a  new  table” 
through  which  all  people  of  God  can  partic¬ 
ipate  in  the  life  of  local  congregations. 

The  challenge  now  is  for  the  church  to 
learn  how  to  be  racially  inclusive  at  all 
levels,  say  members  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race. 

Those  assessments  were  given  last 
week  by  members  of  the  general  com¬ 
mission’s  missional  priority  committee 
at  the  agency’s  final  meeting  of  the  1985- 
88  quadrennium. 

The  Rev.  Marcus  Matthews,  commit¬ 
tee  chairman,  evaluated  the  missional 
priority’s  progress  along  with  three  oth¬ 
er  panel  members— Donald  L.  Hayashi, 
the  Rev.  Phylemon  H.  Titus  Jr.  and  the 
Rev.  Yolanda  Pupo-Ortiz,  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  associate  general  secretary  for 
Hispanic  concerns. 

The  priority— defined  as  a  critical 


need  requiring  a  massive  and  sustained 
effort  bv  the  entire  church— was  called 
“Developing  and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  for  Witness  and 
Mission.” 

Leadership  gains  cited 

Mr.  Hayashi,  associate  council  director 
of  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  said  he  believes  the  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  ethnic  people  in  leadership  positions 
at  denominational  boards  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  is  the  single  most  significant 
achievement  of  the  missional  priority. 

The  increased  racial  awareness  of 
white  congregations  makes  ethnic 
churches  in  his  conference  feel  more 
supported  by  the  churchwide  “connec¬ 
tion,”  he  added. 

“The  missional  priority  made  us  look  at 
the  potential  for  ministry  that  was  always 
there  but  not  always  obvious,”  Mr.  Haya¬ 
shi  said.  “But  there’s  still  much  to  do.” 

The  commission’s  1988  legislative  pro¬ 
posal  to  “mainstream"  ethnic-minority- 
local-church  programs  into  all  agencies 


at  the  denominational  level  is  part  of  the 
overall  “incorporation"  effort,  Ms.  Pupo- 
Ortiz  said. 

“We  need  to  understand  what  incorpo¬ 
ration  means."  Ms.  Pupo-Ortiz  said. 
"What  is  the  face  of  the  church  now?  It’s 
no  longer  just  white.  We  need  to  learn 
how  to  be  racially  inclusive.” 

‘Freedom’  film  quoted 

In  the  missional  priority  committee's 
report  to  the  General  Commission  on  Re¬ 
ligion  and  Race,  Dr.  Matthews  and  Ms. 
Pupo-Ortiz  expressed  the  panel’s  atti¬ 
tude  on  incorporation  with  a  para¬ 
phrased  quote  of  martyred  South  African 
leader  Steve  Biko,  taken  from  the  film, 
“Cry  Freedom:” 

“When  you  liberals  talk  about  unity  in  a 
new  South  Africa,  you  are  thinking  on  in¬ 
viting  us  to  the  table  ...  so  that  we  can 
learn  to  eat  like  you  do,  using  your  eating 
instruments  and  adapting  your  manners. 

. . .  When  we  talk  about  togetherness  and 
unity  in  a  new  South  Africa,  we  mean  to 
clean  the  table  and  start  from  anew,  re- 


Fight  against  ‘English-only’  vowed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
OKLAHOMA  CITY— Members  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race  have  vowed  to 
fight  what  they  describe  as  the  “new  and 
inventive"  racism  represented  by  the 
“English-only”  movement. 

^  "Something  very  political  is  hidden  be¬ 
hind  this  move,”  said  the  Rev.  Hidetoshi 


Tanaka,  the  commission’s  associate  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  Asian  concerns. 

Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (Seattle 
Area),  outgoing  president  of  the  commis¬ 
sion,  agreed. 

"Why  English-only  now?”  the  bishop 
asked.  “This  country’s  been  in  existence 
more  than  200  years.  It’s  because  this  na¬ 
tion  is  becoming  multicultural  and  mul- 


People  in  the  News  . 

UM  layman  presiding  over  impeachment  trial 

A  judge  must  "model  Christ’s  teachings 
of  fairness  to  others,”  said  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  presiding  over  the  impeach¬ 
ment  trial  of  Arizona  Gov.  Evan  Mecham. 

Arizona  Chief  Justice  Frank  X.  Gor¬ 
don  Jr.  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Phoenix.  By  virtue  of 
that  judicial  office,  he  is  the  presiding  of¬ 
ficer  at  the  trial  before  the  31-member 
Arizona  Senate. 

The  justice  said  his  role  is  “basically  the 
same  as  that  of  a  trial  judge  in  a  jury  tri¬ 
al,"  but  his  duties  have  some  differences. 

“My  role  as  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
court  of  impeachment  is  to  facilitate  the 
presentation  of  evidence  by  both  parties; 
see  to  it  that  the  rules  of  impeachment 
are  followed,  not  only  by  the  parties  but 
by  the  senators;  control  the  lawyers;  and 
advise  the  senators  on  procedural  mat¬ 
ters."  he  said. 

How  does  Mr.  Gordon  combine  Chris¬ 
tian  teachings  with  his  career  as  a 
judge? 

"A  judge  must  stand  for  fairness  and 
against  oppression,  intolerance  and  perse- 
cuticm,”  he  said.  “Christ’s  teaching  speaks 
eloquently  in  favor  of  those  principles. 

“Whatever  progress  I  have  made  in 
becoming  a  good  Christian  helps  me  ful¬ 
fill  both  my  role  as  a  presiding  officer 
and  as  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Arizona." 

Before  his  appointment  to  the  Arizona 
Supreme  Court,  Mr.  Gordon  was  a  superior 
court  judge  for  13  years  in  Kingman,  Ariz. 

Mr  Gordon  was  appointed  to  the  state 
Supreme  Court  in  1975  and  became  chief 
justice  in  January  1987. 

He  said  he  joined  First  UMC  primarily 
because  of  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  DeWane 
R.  Zimmerman,  his  former  pastor  at 
Kingman  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Dr.  Zimmerman  is  an  outstanding 


MINISTRY 


Eskj  Chufxl  nsvuls  the  heurthiit  of  the  Ashtrn 
Semirutrv  e.xperietve 

Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph.D. 

Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  tor  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 

TOLL  FREE 


Asburv 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY  J 


tilingual.  It’s  another  manifestation  of 
racism.” 

Commission  member  Lucille  Vanzant 
asserted,  "It’s  a  new  and  inventive  way 
to  ensure  white  supremacy!” 

The  commission  has  petitioned  the 
1988  General  Conference  to  oppose  a 
constitutional  amendment  that  would 
make  English  the  official  language  of 
the  United  States. 

Commission  member  Donald  L.  Haya¬ 
shi  said  confusion  over  the  English-only 
movement  is  one  of  the  biggest  obstacles 
to  the  petition. 

"We  need  to  make  it  clear  that  we’re 
not  against  a  common  language  but 
against  the  manifestation  of  racism  that 
it  represents,"  he  said.  “Without  our  in¬ 
terpretation,  General  Conference  will 
soundly  reject  our  petition.  It  will  take 
hard  efforts  on  all  our  parts  because  this 
is  not  a  rational  or  logical  issue.” 

Barbara  Thompson,  commission  chief 
executive,  pointed  out  that  the  agency 
supports  programs  that  teach  English  as 
a  second  language. 

"But  we  don’t  want  the  system  to  op¬ 
press  them  before  they  have  a  chance,” 
she  said. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


ceiving  what  each  one  has  to  contribute  . 
to  make  a  new  table.” 

The  committee  members  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  such  a  forceful  statement 
could  cause  discomfort  among  white 
congregations. 

But  Dr.  Matthews  stressed  that  con¬ 
tinuing  education  and  monitoring  of  eth¬ 
nic  participation  in  the  life  of  the  church 
would  help  bridge  attitudinal  gaps. 

“Were  saying  the  church  needs  to 
have  a  new  table  at  which  everyone  can 
come,  a  oneness,  not  a  division,"  ex¬ 
plained  Ms.  Pupo-Ortiz. 

The  failure  of  the  missional  priority  is 
that  many  predominantly  white  local 
congregations  didn’t  adopt  the  concept  of 
a  priority  on  the  ethnic  minority  local 
church,  she  continued. 

That  failure  has  been  as  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  white  church  as  to  the 
ethnic  church,  added  Mr.  Titus. 

He  related  an  experience  in  his  own 
Detroit  conference  in  which  a  white  con¬ 
gregation  that  was  dying  opted  to  share 
its  facilities  with  a  Korean  congregation. 

‘Now  they’re  both  growing’ 

“The  white  church  got  a  new  sense  of 
mission  from  seeing  the  Korean  church 
grow,  and  now  they’re  both  growing,”  he 
said.  "The  white  church  took  the  missional 
priority  seriously.  Our  conference  and  the 
general  agencies  took  the  priority  serious¬ 
ly.  And  it's  really  made  a  difference.” 

'  Mr.  Hayashi  said,  “The  real  test  now 
will  be  to  see  if  the  annual  conferences 
take  their  comprehensive  plans  and  imple¬ 
ment  them  with  the  local  churches.  It  will 
be  important  for  the  conference  commis¬ 
sions  on  religion  and  race  to  monitor  the 
implementation  of  those  plans." 

The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  is  proposing  a  new  structure  for 
itself  that  will  place  more  emphasis  on 
"resourcing  and  enabling”  ethnic  incorpo¬ 
ration  efforts  in  local  churches,  he  said. 

Dr.  Matthews  said  the  committee's  “last 
hope"  is  that  it  will  be  allowed  to  present 
its  report  at  the  1988  General  Conference 
convening  April  26  in  St.  Louis. 

Thus  far  the  committee  has  been  de¬ 
nied  a  place  on  the  agenda.  In  response, 
the  committee  is  mounting  a  grass-roots 
campaign  among  delegates  to  gain  sup¬ 
port  for  a  floor  vote  that  would  allow  the 
missional  priority  report  to  be  given. 

“We  hope  that  General  Conference 
will  be  able  to  hear  a  report  that  sum¬ 
marizes  and  celebrates  what  we’ve  done 
and  points  us  where  we  need  to  go,”  Dr. 
Matthews  said. 


Frank  X.  Gordon  Jr. 

minister  and  has  been  a  great  influence 
in  my  life."  the  judge  said. 

Pastor  Zimmerman  also  had  nothing 
but  praise  for  the  justice.  The  two  met  32 
years  ago,  when  Mr.  Gordon  and  his  wife 
were  active  in  the  activities  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Youth  Fellowship. 

■  Frank  Gordon  integrates  the  Chris¬ 
tian  faith  in  his  work  in  a  healthy  way," 
said  Dr.  Zimmerman.  “What  I  see  in 
Frank  is  an  attitude  of  fairness,  equality, 
and  justice. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  served  several  years 
on  the  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  committee  on  the  episcopacy.  He 
has  also  served  on  First  UMC’s  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee  and  the  work 
area  on  social  concerns. 

Staff  Writer  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
wrote  this  article  based  on  a  story  in  the 
Desert  Southwest  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter  by  Paul  Hall. 


‘Houston  Declaration’ 
draws  stinging  rebuttal 
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By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

A  stinging  rebuttal  of  the  Houston 
Declaration  issued  in  December  by  50 
pastors  has  been  signed  by  more  than  100 
UM  pastors,  district  superintendents  and 
conference  Council  on  Ministries  direc¬ 
tors  nationwide. 

The  rebuttal,  entitled  "Perfect  Love 
Casts  Out  Fear,"  charges  that  the  Hous¬ 
ton  statement  presents  “truths  as  Wes¬ 
leyan  which  are  anathema  to  the  spirit 
of  Wesley  and  Methodism." 

It  further  states  that,  although  the  pas¬ 
tors  who  issued  the  Houston  Declaration 
"endeavor  to  speak  on  behalf  of  United 
Methodists,"  they  “do  not  speak  for  us." 
The  900-word  document  adds: 

"They  do  not  speak  for  women.  They  do 
not  speak  for  persons  of  color.  They  do 
not  speak  for  Wesley.  We  pray  that  they 
do  not  speak  for  the  General  Conference." 

The  1,000-word  Houston  Declaration 
has  been  mailed  to  55,256  UM  pastors 
and  lay  leaders,  according  to  the  Rev 
William  H.  Hinson  of  Houston,  one  of  the 
initiators  of  the  statement. 

About  90  percent  of  the  more  than 
13,000  respondents  have  indicated  sup¬ 
port  for  the  statement,  Dr.  Hinson  said. 
It  recently  was  endorsed  by  about  40  lay- 
people  at  a  special  meeting  in  Downers 
Grove.  Ill.  (see  UMR,  March  4). 

The  Houston  Declaration  affirmed  three 
"crucial  truths"  of  Christian  doctrine  for 
United  Methodists.  They  include: 

(1)  the  primacy  of  Scripture  as  empha¬ 
sized  by  a  new  theological  statement 
proposed  to  replace  the  church's  official 
doctrinal  statement  (Paragraph  69  in  the 
1984  Book  of  Discipline), 

(2)  traditional  language  that  refers  to 
the  Holy  Trinity  as  “Father.  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit,"  and 

(3)  the  church’s  ban  against  ordaining 
practicing  homosexuals. 

Emphases  sharply  challenged 

The  "Perfect  Love"  document  sharply 
challenges  each  of  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion's  three  key  emphases. 

•  Addressing  the  primacy  of  Scripture 
and  the  proposal  to  adopt  a  new  state¬ 
ment  of  doctrine,  the  "Perfect  Love"  doc¬ 
ument  states  that  Paragraph  69  in  the 
Book  of  Discipline  "already  gives  Scrip¬ 
ture  a  primary  role." 

Consequently,  there  is  “no  compelling 
reason  for  change"  of  the  church’s  existing 
doctrinal  statement,  the  statement  says. 

"We  believe  that  the  proposed  substi¬ 
tute  to  our  current  statement  would  move 
our  church  into  a  narrow  sectarian  and 
repressive  stance."  the  document  states. 

•Concerning  language  used  to  refer  to 
the  Trinity,  the  “Perfect  Love”  docu¬ 
ment  notes  that  the  Houston  Declaration 
affirms  "  ‘equality  and  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  in  all  human  relationships.’  ’’ 
However,  it  continues,  the  Houston 
statement  "fears  inclusive  language  in  de¬ 
scribing  the  most  important  relationship 


of  all:  language  that  describes  our  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God,  God's  relationship  to  us 
and  the  interrelationships  of  the  Trinity." 

“We  stand  with  Wesley  in  affirming 
God  as  Triune,  while  leaving  room  for 
contemporary  expressions  to  describe 
our  experience  of  God,”  the  “Perfect 
Love"  document  states. 

•  Regarding  the  Houston  Declaration's 
stance  against  homosexuality,  signato¬ 
ries  to  the  “Perfect  Love”  document 
state:  “We  dissent." 

"The  Bible  knows  nothing  of  sexual 
orientation  and  leaves  open  many  ques¬ 
tions  which  are  not  best  served  by  saying 
(as  does  the  Houston  Declaration]  per¬ 
sons  may  not  be  able  to  change  their  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  persons  can  change  their 
lifestyle,'  ”  the  "Perfect  Love”  document 
states. 

‘We  grieve  for  brokenness’ 

"We  grieve  for  the  church’s  broken¬ 
ness  and  fragmentation  over  this  issue," 
the  document  continues,  concluding  that 
"homosexual  persons  in  the  ministry  and 
the  laity  will  continue  serving  us  more 
faithfully  than  we  have  served  them." 

Signed  initially  by  12  members  of  the 
clergy  in  California,  Texas,  Tennessee,  In¬ 
diana  and  New  York,  the  “Perfect  Love” 
statement  contains  the  signatures  of  "over 
100"  ministers  across  the  nation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Rev.  William  M.  Boggs. 

Mr.  Boggs,  pastor  of  Wilshire  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Los  Angeles,  was 
one  of  four  Los  Angeles-area  pastors 
who  originated  the  statement. 

Others  were  the  Rev.  Ignacio  Castuera 
Jr..  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hol¬ 
lywood;  the  Rev.  Mark  C.  Trotter,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  San  Diego;  and 
the  Rev.  Roland  W  Brammeier,  Los  An¬ 
geles  district  superintendent. 

In  addition  to  the  four  originators,  the 
statement  being  circulated  carries  the 
names  of  the  Revs.  Jack  D.  Heacock, 
Austin.  Texas;  Patricia  E.  Farris.  Garde¬ 
na.  Calif.;  Juanita  B.  Wright,  Linden, 
Tenn.;  Anne  L.  Broyles,  Malibu,  Calif.; 
James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  Los  Angeles;  Joe 
G.  Emerson,  Carmel.  Ind.;  Sharon  K. 
Rhodes-Wickett,  Santa  Clarita,  Calif.; 
and  Takayuki  Ishii,  New  York  City. 

The  complete  text  of  the  “Perfect 
Love"  document  is  to  appear  as  a  paid 
advertisement  in  the  April  "Circuit  Rid¬ 
er,”  a  magazine  distributed  to  all  UM 
pastors  by  the  United  Methodist  Publish¬ 
ing  House,  according  to  Mr.  Castuera. 

Mr.  Castuera  said  the  goal  is  to  obtain 
at  least  one  signatory  to  the  document 
from  each  of  the  church's  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States  by  the  time 
the  General  Conference  begins  April  26. 

"United  Methodism  needs  to  continue 
to  be  the  kind  of  open,  non-confessional, 
non-dogmatic  church  it's  been  through¬ 
out  our  history  in  the  United  States,”  Mr. 
Castuera  said. 

"I  hope  we  can  continue  to  project  that 
image  to  the  nation." 
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David  Greenlee;  his  wife,  Vreni;  and  their  daughter,  Rebekka,  were 
asleep  in  their  cabin  last  January  when  their  missionary  ship,  the  Logos, 
ran  aground  in  stormy  seas  between  Argentina  and  Chile. 


‘Terrors  of  the  night’ 
become  real  on  ship 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  words  of  the  Psalms  took  on  new. 
precious  significance  recently  for  United 
Methodist  David  Greenlee. 

In  the  crowded  dining  room  of  a  listing 
missionary  ship  off  the  southernmost  tip  of 
South  America,  crewman  Greenlee  faced 
frightened  passengers  and  crew  members 
and  read  from  Psalms  61  and  91 

“Hear  my  cry,  O  God;  listen  to  my 
prayer.  From  the  ends  of  the  earth.  I  call  to 
you.  I  call  as  my  heart  grows  faint;  lead  me 
to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  I.  ...  He  who 
dwells  in  the  shelter  of  the  Most  High  will 
rest  in  the  shadow  of  the  Almighty  You 
will  not  fear  the  terror  by  night.  ” 

“The  terror  by  night”  was  the  Jan  4 
shipwreck  of  the  Logos,  a  2,300-ton  ves¬ 
sel  sponsored  by  Operation  Mobilization, 
an  interdenominational  evangelical  or¬ 
ganization  that  distributes  books  and  Bi¬ 
bles  around  the  world  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

The  Logos  had  visited  more  than  400 
ports  in  107  countries  during  its  17  years 
of  operation.  Its  sister  ship,  the  Doulos, 
is  still  operating  in  Asian  waters. 

Mr.  Greenlee,  son  of  United  Methodist 
missionaries  Harold  and  Ruth  Greenlee 
of  Duncanville,  Texas,  was  program  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Logos. 

He,  his  Swiss-born  wife,  Vreni,  and  their 
infant  daughter,  Rebekka,  had  been  asleep 
in  their  small  cabin  when  the  Logos  ran 
hard  aground  on  Solitary  Rock  in  stormy 
seas  between  Argentina  and  Chile. 

Family  awakes  instantly 

Mr.  Greenlee  said  the  grinding  noise  of 
the  crash,  coupled  with  the  silence  that 
ensued  when  the  engines  shut  down, 
woke  the  family  members  instantly.  Mo¬ 
ments  later,  word  came  over  the  loud¬ 
speaker  to  don  clothes  and  lifejackets. 

“I  was  afraid,  but  I  had  the  sense  we 
were  in  God’s  hands,”  Mrs.  Greenlee  said. 

Mr.  Greenlee  said  139  missionaries  and 
crew  members  were  aboard  the  Logos. 
Those  included  teen-agers,  young  adults 
and  families  with  children.  They  quickly 
learned  that  their  ship— which,  for  some, 
including  the  Greenlees,  was  home— had 
been  shoved  onto  submerged  rocks  by  high 
winds  and  treacherous  currents  of  the 
Beagle  Channel. 

"Down  there,  they  call  that  part  of  the 
world  the  end  of  the  earth,”  Mr.  Green¬ 
lee  said. 

As  far  as  the  Logos  was  from  civiliza¬ 
tion,  it  seemed  that  much  closer  to  God 
during  the  night’s  ordeal,  Mr  Greenlee 
said. 

God’s  presence  felt 

“The  presence  of  God  was  there  in  a 
very  precious  way,”  he  said.  "At  first  I 
thought  it  was  just  me,  but  many  others 
said  the  same.  The  Lord  was  right  there, 
next  to  you,  with  His  arm  around  your 
shoulder.  There  was  no  panic,  no  despair." 

When  it  became  apparent  that  the  rising 
tide  was  driving  the  Logos  harder  onto  the 
rocks,  the  crew  abandoned  ship  at  5  a  m. 

"A  20-degree  list  made  launching  the 
lifeboats  difficult,"  he  said.  "Four  men  lift¬ 
ed  a  2l/2-ton  lifeboat  that  seven  had  been 
unable  to  lift  a  week  before  in  drill.  We 


“Four  men  lifted  a  2Vi- 
ton  lifeboat  that  seven  had 
been  unable  to  lift  a  week 
before  in  drill.  We  don’t 
know  how  many  angels 
helped  lift  it.” 

— David  Greenlee 


don't  know  how  many  angels  helped  lift  it.” 

No  one  was  killed  or  injured  in  the  res- 
cue.  That  astounded  the  Chilean  navy, 
which  had  expected  to  pick  up  bodies, 
not  survivors,  Mr.  Greenlee  said. 

The  rescued  were  taken  to  Puerto  Wil¬ 
liams,  Chile,  a  stark,  windswept  outpost 
where  a  supply  ship  calls  only  once  a 
month.  Chilean  naval  personnel  and  their 
families,  along  with  local  churches,  shel¬ 
tered,  fed  and  clothed  the  missionaries. 

Two  days  later  they  were  ferried  by 
small  plane  to  their  previous  port  of  call, 
Puente  Arenas,  Argentina.  There  the  local 
chairman  of  the  Gideon  Bible  Society.  Ja¬ 
vier  Apablaza,  organized  their  care 

The  sacrificial  spirit  of  their  South 
American  hosts  left  a  deep  impression  on 
the  Logos  survivors,  Mr.  Greenlee  said. 

“In  Puerto  Williams,  they  scrounged 
up  43  toothbrushes  for  139  people  to 
share,"  he  said.  "They  gave  up  dispos¬ 
able  diapers.  They  gave  all  they  had.” 

Navy  gets  salvage  rights 

His  employer.  Operation  Mobilization, 
turned  the  Logos  and  its  salvage  rights 
over  to  the  Chilean  navy  after  it  was  de¬ 
termined  that  it  would  take  $500,000  to 
get  the  vessel  afloat.  Mr.  Greenlee  said. 
Lost  in  the  shipwreck  were  $700,000  in 
books  and  cargo,  along  with  belongings 
of  the  volunteers  and  crew. 

Fund-raising  efforts  are  underway 
around  the  world  to  replace  the  Logos. 
Mr.  Greenlee  said  the  mission  agency 
has  budgeted  about  $4.5  million  to  pur¬ 
chase,  modify  and  restock  another  “book 
ship"  to  be  named  the  Logos  II 

"People  who  had  supported  the  ship 
wrote  in  to  say  the  Logos  wasn’t  Opera¬ 
tion  Mobilization’s  ship,"  Mr  Greenlee 
said.  “It  was  ’their’  ship.” 

About  $1  million  has  been  raised, 
much  of  it  from  sacrificial  donations  by 
residents  of  Latin  America  countries  fre¬ 
quently  visited  by  the  Logos,  he  added 

The  Greenlee  family  is  now  living  in 
Peachtree,  Ga  .  near  headquarters  of  Op¬ 
eration  Mobilization,  while  Mr  Greenlee 
helps  coordinate  fund-raising  efforts  for 
the  Logos  II. 

Dependence  on  the  providence  of  God 
and  others  is  his  strongest  remembrance 
of  the  experience,  Mr.  Greenlee  said. 

“We  lost  nearly  everything,"  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “All  was  stripped  away,  and  we 
were  left  with  nothing  but  our  trust  in  God. 

"Independence  is  such  a  big  word  to  us. 
but  we  became  so  dependent,  upon  God, 
upon  the  lifeboat  crew,  upon  God's  people. 
None  of  us  would  choose  to  go  through  it, 
but  none  of  us  would  have  missed  it." 


Churches  warned  of  tax  risk 
in  partisan  political  actions 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill— Political  activity  by 
a  United  Methodist  local  church  or  orga¬ 
nization.  for  or  against  a  particular  can¬ 
didate,  risks  loss  of  federal  tax 
exemption,  the  denomination’s  chief  fis¬ 
cal  agency  has  warned. 

"Under  the  tax  exemption  covering 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  congrega¬ 
tions,  districts  or  annual  conferences  are 
prohibited  from  participating  in  political 
campaigns,"  said  Craig  R.  Hoskins,  staff 
attorney  of  the  denomination’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

"They  risk  losing  tax-exempt  status  if 
such  participation  occurs."  A  loss  of  tax- 
exempt  status  by  a  congregation  or  orga¬ 
nization  would  render  it  ineligible  to 
receive  tax-deductible  charitable  contri¬ 
butions. 

At  the  same  time,  Mr.  Hoskins  said  in 
a  letter  to  bishops  and  other  church  offi¬ 
cials.  nothing  prohibits  individual  partic¬ 
ipation  in  campaigns. 

“However,"  he  cautioned,  "great  care 


should  be  utilized  to  ensure  that  local 
churches  and  other  organizations  are  not 
actively  participating  as  organizations  in 
political  campaigns."  Mr.  Hoskins  said 
his  office  already  has  received  a  number 
of  inquiries  as  the  candidates  move  clos¬ 
er  to  the  summer  party  conventions. 

He  cited  a  specific  instance  of  a  group 
of  United  Methodist  clergy  in  Southern 
Illinois  circulating  a  letter  in  behalf  of 
Sen.  Paul  Simon  (D-Ill.),  who  is  seeking 
his  party’s  nomination  for  president. 

Mr.  Hoskins  said  the  letter  carried  in 
one  corner  a  reproduction  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  official  cross-and-flame  logo. 

Earlier  this  year,  hundreds  of  black 
churches  were  reported  to  have  taken  of¬ 
ferings  to  support  the  candidacy  of  Jesse 
Jackson,  an  action  criticized  by  Ameri¬ 
cans  United  for  the  Separation  of  Church 
and  State. 

Jackson  campaign  officials  say  the 
practice  is  not  illegal  because  donations 
come  from  individuals,  not  from 
churches  themselves. 
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Zimbabwe  site  reaffirmed  for  school 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  proposal  to  create  a  first-ever, 
four-year  United  Methodist  university  in 
Africa  will  include  a  specific  site  recom¬ 
mendation  after  all. 

That  was  the  decision  of  church  offi¬ 
cials  who  met  for  a  strategy  session  last 
week  in  Nashville,  said  the  Rev.  Roger 
Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  higher  education  agency. 

The  proposal  going  to  next  month’s 
General  Conference  will  retain  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  Old  Mutare— a  historic  United 
Methodist  mission  station  150  miles  east 
of  the  capital  city  of  Harare  in  the  south- 
central  African  nation. 

Earlier,  those  same  UM  officials  and 
others  had  agreed  not  to  specify  a  site 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  19).  Their  reasoning  was 
that  eliminating  the  site  recommenda¬ 
tion  would  provide  flexibility  for  the 


project  if  official  Zimbabwean  approval 
were  not  obtained  and  an  alternate  loca¬ 
tion  were  necessary. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  some  who  attended  the 
Feb.  9  meeting  in  Atlanta  had  urged  re¬ 
consideration  of  the  suggestion  made 
there  to  “unhitch”  the  site  from  the  rec¬ 
ommendation. 

A  select  group  of  church  officials  rep¬ 
resenting  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  General 
Council  on  Ministries,  and  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  agreed  at  the 
Nashville  meeting  to  restore  the  para¬ 
graph  recommending  Old  Mutare  to  the 
petition,  Dr.  Ireson  said.  But  they 
“slightly  sharpened”  other  language  in 
the  document,  he  added. 

"They  felt  that  the  petition  to  General 
Conference  should  be  site-specific,  which 
was  our  position  rieht  along.”  he  said. 


Dr  Ireson  told  the  Reporter  March  11 
that  the  reference  to  Old  Mutare  in  the  pe¬ 
tition  simply  documents  a  site  selection 
committee’s  decision  designating  the  Zim¬ 
babwe  site  as  the  most  appropriate  choice 
for  a  United  Methodist  university. 

If  Zimbabwean  government  approval 
is  not  issued  for  the  proposed  university, 
Dr.  Ireson  said,  the  education  agency  has 
explored  alternatives  through  the  site 
committee. 

"But  we  expect  that  will  not  happen,” 
he  said.  "We  still  feel  it  [Old  Mutare]  is 
among  the  most  stable  locations  in  all  of 
Africa.” 

Dr.  Ireson  and  other  church  officials 
met  Feb.  15  in  Zimbabwe  with  that  coun¬ 
try’s  minister  of  education,  Dzingai  Mu- 
tumbuka,  who  said  President  Robert 
Mugabe  "personally”  approves  of  the 
project. 

Dr.  Mutumbuka  agreed  to  draft  a  let¬ 


ter  before  General  Conference  convenes 
April  26  confirming  both  his  and  Mr.  Mu¬ 
gabe’s  support,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

The  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  on-site  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  project,  told  the  higher  edu¬ 
cation  executive  March  8  he  had 
received  supportive  calls  from  senior 
Zimbabwean  government  officials  who 
are  United  Methodists. 

“It  is  his  impression  that  the  idea  of  a 
United  Methodist  university  will  be  ac¬ 
commodated  by  the  government,"  Dr. 
Ireson  said. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  which  sponsors  the  proposal 
for  a  university  in  Africa,  is  asking  the 
denomination  for  $5  million  annually 
during  1989-92. 

Half  the  money  raised  would  be  used 
for  a  permanent  endowment  for  the  new 
university.  Additional  money  would  be 
sought  from  other  sources. 


Arms  flight  on  Christmas  Eve  ‘got  to  me ’ 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

In  1984,  George  Baldwin  said  he  heard  God  calling  him  to  become 
poor.  So,  he  gave  away  possessions,  turned  in  his  United  Methodist  ministe¬ 
rial  credentials  and  left  his  post  as  a  seminary  professor.  He  went  to  Nica¬ 
ragua,  where  he  lives  today  in  a  community  of  displaced  persons  in  a  war 
zone  about  150  miles  northeast  of  Managua. 

No  peace  without  faith , 
says  emissary  to  poor 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

“The  Christian  connection  is  going  to 
bring  peace  to  this  hemisphere,  or  we 
are  not  going  to  see  peace,”  said  a  for¬ 
mer  United  Methodist  minister. 

That’s  the  conviction  of  George  Bal¬ 
dwin,  who  left  a  career  as  a  minister  and 
seminary  professor  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
for  life  in  Bacona  de  Paiwas,  a  commu¬ 
nity  of  displaced  people  in  a  Nicaraguan 
war  zone  about  150  miles  northeast  of 
Managua  (see  separate  story). 

Dr.  Baldwin  said  the  Nicaraguan  situ¬ 
ation  is  not  a  simple  conflict  between 
ideologies— East  vs.  West,  Marxism  vs. 
capitalism. 

As  he  told  Bill  Moyers  in  a  December 
PBS-TV  broadcast,  “The  danger  of 
what’s  going  on  south  of  the  U.S.  border 
is  not  communism.  . . .  People  who  are 
poor  in  this  world  are  rising  up.  ...  In 
this  hemisphere,  it  comes  more  out  of  a 
biblical  awareness  than  out  of  any  intro¬ 
duction  of  Marxist  philosophy.” 

Dr.  Baldwin  told  the  Reporter  last 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  OPEN.  Executive  Director,  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  Beginning  July  1.  1988  For  information  and 
application  please  contact  John  P  Foreman.  1215 
Gibbon  St  Laramie  WY  82070  (307)742-8121 _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Growing 

1  800-member  church  Active  program  60-90  youth 
weekly  Patent  support  group  in  place  Salary  up  to 
$24  000  Send  resume  Rev  Kenneth  C  Blitch.  7600 
S  \\  UM  Street.  Miami.  FL  33156  or  call  (305)  667-0343 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  full-time  posi- 

tion  available  June  1.  1988.  at  2.700-member  First 
CMC  Wichita.  KS  Experience  preferred  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Dr  Dan  E  Bonner.  Jr..  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  330  N  Broadway.  Wichita.  KS  67202 
POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  OF 

Youth  Ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  chureh 
Salar>  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence  Send  resume  to  R  Lee  McKinzie.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  PO  Drawer  1567 
Slirevo[H>ri.  LA  71165-1567 _ 

PRIME  RIVER  FRONT  ACREAGE  171  ACRES 

Scenic,  tree-covered  land  Somervell  County 
Lodge  well,  and  other  improvements  Excellent 
Brazos  River  frontage  Ideal  for  personal  or  cor¬ 
porate  retreat  Contact  Mike  Ford.  PO  Box  488 
C.len  Rose  T.\  76043  (817)  897-2247 

THE  NORTH  INDIANA  CONFERENCE  of  the  I'nit- 

cd  Methodist  Chureh  is  seeking  a  clergy  or  lay  person 
as  Director  of  Outdoor  (camp,  conference,  and  re¬ 
treat  i  Ministries  at  five  sites  owned  and  operated  by 
the  conference  Applicants  should  have  training  and 
experience  in  staff  supervision,  program  develop¬ 
ment  site  maintenance,  and  budget  management 
Demonstrated  administrative  and  communication 
skills  with  the  ability  to  relate  favorably  with  the 
public  is  essential  Good  personal  health  and  freedom 
to  trawl  extensively  by  auto  throughout  north  Indi¬ 
ana  is  expected.  Office  facilities  in  Marion.  Indiana. 
References  required  Contact  Ronald  C.  Stoll  500 
Stale  Street.  Elkhart.  IN  46516  (219)522-3616 _ 

ESTES  PARK.  COLORADO*  OUR  MOUNTAIN 

home  on  large  acreage  adjoining  YMCA  of  the 
Rockies:  available  weeklv  throughout  the  summer 
Well  furnished,  fireplace  phone,  central  heat. 
sleeps  eight  Phone  (3031 482-0185 

JOHN  WESLEY  250th  LONDON  Places  still  avail- 

able  on  7  and  14-day  inclusive  tours  to  London,  in¬ 
cluding  City  Road.  Bristol  Aldersgate.  Epworth 
and  Oxford  Prices  from  $1,288  US  double  occu- 
pancy  including  (light  from  Dallas,  hotels,  meals 
and  all  Weslev  events  fullv  escorted  European 
Touring  Arts.  31  Craven  Street.  Trafalgar  Square. 
London  WC2.  England  Tel  011-441-839-7481  for 
brochure  and  reservations 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church  Fill 
your  staff  posirion  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  chureh  musician  from  our  list  Free  service  to 
churches  Church  Musicians  National  Referral  Ser- 
vice.  Dept  18  PO  Box  36.  Huntington.  WV  25706-0036 

AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct  9th  Los  Angeles 

connection  Brisbane  Svdnev.  Melbourne  Barrier 
Reef  Milford  Sound.  Ml  Cook  Brochures  Bess  Lou- 
dermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas  Texas  75205 


week  that  United  Methodist  missionary 
and  journalist  Paul  Jeffrey  made  the 
point  most  eloquently  in  the  Moyers 
broadcast  when  he  said,  “Not  that  many 
people  here  have  read  Marx,  but  a  lot  of 
people  have  read  the  Bible.  That’s  what’s 
changed  Nicaragua.” 

Bible  influences  conflict 

The  Bible  has  changed  the  nature  of 
the  confrontation  in  other  ways,  too,  Dr. 
Baldwin  said. 

He  noted  that  biblical  convictions  have 
continued  to  play  a  role  in  the  changing 
nature  of  the  war  between  U.S.-backed 
rebels  and  the  Nicaraguan  government. 

Mounting  pressure  from  U.S.  church 
groups — including  United  Methodist  or¬ 
ganizations— has  been  credited  with 
helping  halt  U.S.  assistance  to  the  rebels, 
commonly  known  as  “contras." 

In  early  February,  more  than  300 
mainline  religious  leaders  in  the  United 
States  sent  congressional  leaders  a 
strongly  worded  statement  opposing  any 
further  U.S.  aid. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hod- 
dapp  (Indiana  Area)  said  the  joint  action 
represented  probably  the  greatest  consen¬ 
sus  in  the  mainline  religious  community 
since  the  1960s  civil-rights  campaigns. 

Dr.  Baldwin  agrees  that  opposition  by 
church  groups  has  helped  keep  the  Reagan 
administration  from  pursuing  a  more  ag¬ 
gressive  policy  in  support  of  the  contras. 

Influence  unreported 

He  noted  recent  religious  events  un¬ 
derlining  the  Christian  presence  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  but  not  reported  by  the  press. 

He  described  a  30-day  fast  in  1985  by 
the  Rev.  Miguel  D’Escoto,  a  Maryknoll 
priest  and  Sandinista  foreign  minister. 
Father  D’Escoto  was  calling  the  people 
of  Nicaragua  to  focus  on  love  and  Chris¬ 
tian  tradition  as  key  elements  for  re¬ 
structuring  society. 

Father  D’Escoto  later  led  thousands  of 
"campesinos”  (rural  poor)  in  a  15-day 
"stations  of  the  cross"  walk  through  the 
countryside.  Dr.  Baldwin  said. 

"The  revolution  is  essentially  born  out 
of  Christian  values,”  he  said. 

Dr  Baldwin  discounted  claims  by 
those  who  cynically  say  the  Sandinista 
government  is  using  religion. 

"Why  is  it  almost  unanimously  that  all 
the  people  who  go  to  Nicaragua  come 
back  (to  the  United  States)  opposed  to 
our  current  government  policy  [of  sup¬ 
porting  the  contras]?”  he  asked. 

He  said  those  people,  many  of  whom 
are  church  people,  have  been  the  best  in¬ 
terpreters  of  events  in  the  country,  and 
he  praised  their  attempt  to  influence 
U.S.  government  policy. 

Dr.  Baldwin  said  efforts  of  outside 
church  groups  and  many  evangelicals 
within  Nicaragua  in  helping  shape  the 
future  of  the  country  has  offset  the  posi¬ 
tion  taken  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church's  conservative  hierarchy.  That 
position  is  viewed  by  many  Nicaraguans 
as  an  “ally  of  the  contras  and  the 
wealthy,”  he  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

George  Baldwin  had  just  attended  a  poi¬ 
gnant  Christmas  Eve  worship  service,  me¬ 
morializing  a  Nicaraguan  lay  preacher 
killed  three  weeks  earlier  by  rebel  forces. 

He  said  as  he  stepped  into  the  night,  he 
heard  the  stillness  of  the  Nicaraguan  coun¬ 
tryside  broken  by  the  drone  of  a  CIA  plane 
ferrying  military  supplies  to  the  contras. 

“It  just  got  to  me,”  he  said,  putting  his 
hand  to  his  heart. 

"Here  it  was  Christmas  Eve.  A  two- 
day  Christmas  cease-fire  had  been  de¬ 
clared.  We  had  been  remembering 
Carmen  (Mendieta,  the  lay  preacher), 
and  yet,  there  was  that  plane.” 

Few  "Norte  Americanos”  have  seen 
that  side  of  the  war  between  Sandinista 
(Nicaraguan  government)  soldiers  and 
U.S.-backed  contras,  and  almost  none 
from  the  viewpoint  of  someone  at  home 
in  a  remote  Nicaraguan  village. 

That’s  how  Dr.  Baldwin,  a  former 
United  Methodist  minister  and  UM  semi¬ 
nary  professor,  sees  the  war. 

He  lives  as  one  of  the  poor  at  Bacona 
de  Paiwas,  about  150  miles  northeast  of 
Managua. 

Preacher  leaves  example 

“To  them,”  he  said  of  the  people  of  the 
village,  “she  (Ms.  Mendieta)  represents 
what  it  means  to  say  there  is  no  greater 
love  than  to  lay  down  your  life  for  your 
friends. 

"In  a  way,  it  is  events  like  Carmen’s 
death  that  give  them  hope.  It  is  this 
Christian  vision  that  keeps  the  (Sandinis¬ 
ta)  revolution  alive.” 

The  Sandinista  revolution,  begun  as 
the  dictatorship  of  Nicaragua’s  Gen.  An- 
astasio  Somoza  crumbled  in  1979,  has 
been  embraced  by  both  clergy  and  laity 
whose  faith  is  linked  to  the  cause  by  a 
liberation  theology  that  says,  “You  must 
take  up  the  struggle,”  he  said. 

It  was  such  a  vision  that  brought  him 
to  Bacona  de  Paiwas. 

Professor  answers  call 

Dr.  Baldwin  gave  up  his  ministerial 
credentials  and  went  to  Nicaragua  not  as 
a  missionary  but  because  he  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  God  wanted  him  to  be  poor— sim¬ 
ply  poor  and  nothing  more. 

His  personal  response  to  the  biblical 
story  of  the  rich  young  ruler  began  years 
earlier  when  he  moved  into  a  "poverty 


Southeastern  UM  women 
to  meet  in  mid-April 

BILOXI.  Miss.  (UMNS)— United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women  from  nine  Southeastern 
states  will  gather  April  7-10  in  Biloxi  for 
their  quadrennial  assembly. 

Leora  E.  Hatch,  Miami,  president  of 
the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  women’s 
organization,  said  that  upwards  of  3,000 
are  expected. 

States  to  be  represented  are  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  Alabama.  Mississippi,  Tennes¬ 
see  and  Kentucky. 

Removal  of  college  from 
approved  list  affirmed 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  University  Senate 
March  6  reaffirmed  an  earlier  decision 
to  remove  Morristown  (Tenn.)  College 
from  the  list  of  denominationally  related 
schools. 

The  University  Senate,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  educational  review  body,  in  June 
1986  dropped  the  historically  black,  two- 
year  school  because  of  financial  and  oth¬ 
er  problems. 

Late  in  1987  the  106-year-old  college 
was  stripped  of  academic  accreditation 
by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges 
and  Schools,  which  cited  an  inadequate 
library  and  unstable  finances. 

Methodist  officials  arrested 
in  South  African  clampdown 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— At  least  two  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  South 
Africa  were  taken  into  police  custody 
during  the  latest  wave  of  arrests  and 
banning  in  South  Africa  of  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  groups  that  oppose  apartheid. 

The  Rev.  Khoza  E.  M.  Mgojo.  presi¬ 
dent,  and  the  Rev.  Stanley  Mogoba,  sec¬ 
retary,  were  among  two  dozen  church 
leaders  arrested  Feb.  29  when  they 
marched  in  Cape  Town  protesting  the 
banning  of  17  anti-apartheid  groups. 

Sue  Robinson,  executive  secretary  for 
Africa  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  sent  a  telegram  of 
"strong  protest"  to  the  South  African 
embassy  in  Washington  expressing  “out- 


neighborhood”  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  while 
he  was  professor  of  field  education  and 
church  administration  at  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

But  he  realized  that,  as  long  as  he  was 
teaching,  poverty  could  be  nothing  more 
than  an  extracurricular  activity— a 
"hobby,”  Dr.  Baldwin  said. 

“The  call  came  clearly  that  I  was  to 
become  poor,”  he  said. 

He  found  the  reality  of  poverty  in  Nic¬ 
aragua  in  the  fall  of  1984. 

He  said  he  felt  called  to  take  part  in 
the  struggle  of  those  people  for  “peace 
with  justice,  in  their  struggle  for  free¬ 
dom,  for  a  life  with  dignity.” 

So,  in  February  1985  he  ventured  deep 
into  the  heart  of  the  Nicaraguan  country¬ 
side  to  live  and  work  alongside  displaced 
people  trying  to  eke  out  a  living  in  a  war 
zone. 

Gospel  lived  out  in  struggle 

He  said  he  sees  the  Gospel  being  lived 
out  in  the  Sandinista  struggle  to  over¬ 
come  oppression  and  create  a  new  life 
for  the  poor  of  the  country. 

“When  Jesus  said,  ‘Take  up  your  cross 
and  follow  me,'  ”  he  said,  “his  people 
were  under  the  oppression  of  Rome. 

“The  cross  was  the  instrument  to  kill 
political  prisoners.  It  is  insurrection  that 
leads  to  crucifixion.” 

Although  he  personally  believes  in 
"non-violent  non-cooperation"  and  would 
not  take  up  a  weapon  to  kill  another  per¬ 
son,  he  said  he  understands  those  who 
choose  to  do  so. 

"It  is  not  my  role  to  be  in  judgment  of 
other  people,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Baldwin,  a  member  of  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City, 
Kan.,  is  traveling  throughout  the  United 
States  through  April  25,  talking  to  United 
Methodist  groups  and  others  about  his 
experiences  in  Nicaragua. 

He  said  he  hopes  to  persuade  people  in 
the  United  States  “to  convince  the  presi¬ 
dent  to  work  toward  a  political  resolu¬ 
tion  in  Nicaragua." 

Although  his  trip  is  at  his  own  initia¬ 
tive,  he  said,  it  is  being  underwritten  by 
the  Peace  with  Justice  Project  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

He  is  to  appear  March  20  on  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  the  national  television  series 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 


rage”  at  the  arrests  of  these  and  other 
church  and  human  rights  leaders. 

Women’s  advocacy  agency 
promotes  ecumenical  theme 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif.— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  will  begin  the  cam¬ 
paign  for  the  “Ecumenical  Decade: 
Churches  in  Solidarity  with  Women,"  in 
April.  The  program  is  sponsored  by  the 
World  Council  of  Churches. 

The  commission  will  send  letters  to  all 
bishops  and  conference  council  on  minis¬ 
tries  directors  asking  for  their  support. 

Packets  will  also  be  sent  to  the  chair¬ 
person  of  each  conference  women’s  sta¬ 
tus  and  role  commission  with 
suggestions  for  implementing  activities 
through  1998. 

Number  of  women  increases 
on  church  trustee  boards 

SAN  DIEGO,  Calif— The  number  of 
women  members  of  United  Methodist  lo¬ 
cal  church  boards  of  trustees  has  in¬ 
creased  by  11  percent  since  1983, 
reported  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  and  Women  last  month. 

The  percentage  jumped  from  20.7  per¬ 
cent  to  31.7  percent. 

The  commission’s  survey  of  1,000  ran¬ 
domly  selected  churches  reports  that 
women  also  head  councils  on  ministries 
in  55  percent  of  United  Methodist 
churches. 

Clergywomen’s  total, 
pastoral  roles  increase 

SAN  DIEGO.  Calif.— The  number  of 
United  Methodist  clergywomen  has  in¬ 
creased  by  768  in  the  last  three  years,  re¬ 
ports  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

In  1987,  there  were  3,444  women  min¬ 
isters,  compared  to  2,676  in  1984. 

Currently  there  are  2,577  women  pas¬ 
tors  in  United  Methodist  local  churches. 
In  1984,  there  were  1,882.  More  than  one- 
half  (1,891)  are  elders  in  full  connection 
in  their  respective  annual  conferences. 

Women  make  up  about  8.8  percent  of 
the  total  number  of  United 'Methodist 
ministers. 
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Church  fits  idea  of  ‘what  church  should  be’ 


SHERMAN,  Texas— The  Rev.  Carol  Woods  and  her  congregation  have 
good  reason  to  be  proud.  When  reporters  tor  the  "Sherman  Democrat”  went 
looking  for  a  church  that  fit  their  “utterly  biased,  unscientific”  idea  of  what 
a  church  should  look  like,  they  found  one  close  to  borne.  Friendship  United 
Methodist  Church,  home  for  135  United  Methodists,  sits  along  a  winding 
country  lane  that  meanders  over  a  wooden  bridge  just  outside  Sherman. 
There  is  “a  steeple  that’s  imposing,  but  not  too  imposing."  Inside,  they 
found  a  friendly  congregation.  Out  back,  there  is  a  picturesque  cemetery 
dating  to  1830.  Not  only  is  Friendship  UMC  the  hometown  newspaper’s  ided 
of  what  a  church  ought  to  be,  the  newspaper’s  reporters  called  it  the  com¬ 
munity’s  “Best  First  Impression”  on  visitors. 

4 Detective 9  minister’s  work 


results  in  delayed  honor 


By  TWILA  J.  ROLLER 

Thanks  to  the  detective  work  of  a 
United  Methodist  minister,  an  almost 
forgotten  pioneer  pastor  who  helped  lay 
the  foundation  for  his  thriving  congrega¬ 
tion  is  being  remembered. 

The  Rev.  OA  McBrayer  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Stockton,  Tex¬ 
as,  may  not  rank  with  the  fictional  mys¬ 
tery  sleuths,  but  with  a  little  gumshoeing 
he  tracked  down  the  pauper’s  grave 
where  his  predecessor  at  First  Church  is 
buried. 

The  congregation  plans  to  put  up  a 
special  headstone  at  his  grave  site. 

It  is  fitting  that  the  congregation 
should  put  up  a  permanent  marker  for 
the  Rev.  William  Henry  "Bill”  Duncan, 
“builder  of  churches  and  beloved  pas¬ 
tor."  He  left  qn  indelible  mark  of  his  own 
in  the  West  Texas  community. 

In  1909,  when  Mr  Duncan  went  to  Fort 
Stockton,  the  Methodist  church  there  had 
just  nine  members.  When  he  left  in  1913, 
it  had  175. 

Although  the  Fort  Stockton  church  to¬ 
day  is  alive  and  well,  Mr.  Duncan’s  life 
was  cut  short  by  tuberculosis. 

’  Dr.  McBrayer  made  that  discovery 
while  researching  the  history  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  but  he  didn’t  know  where  the 
pioneer  pastor  was  buried  until  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  San  Antonio,  Texas,  last  fall. 

"It  dawned  on  me  that  since  his  health 
hadn’t  allowed  him  to  work  for  six  years, 
he  probably  was  buried  in  a  pauper’s 
grave,”  Dr.  McBrayer  said. 

So,  he  wrote  to  the  Texas  Health  De¬ 
partment  and  received  a  death  certificate 
listing  the  burial  plot  in  a  cemetery  near 
one  of  the  old  missions  and  the  sanatori¬ 
um  where  Mr.  Duncan  was  when  he  died. 

Dr.  McBrayer  located  the  grave  in  an 
area  where  all  other  graves  had  small, 
similar  headstones. 

“It  was  a  nice  surprise  to  stand  there 
at  his  grave,  remembering  his  life,”  he 
said.  “Getting  a  headstone  seemed  the 
thing  to  do." 

The  present-day  Fort  Stockton  congre¬ 
gation  agreed,  approving  a  plan  to  put  up 
a  headstone  bearing  a  bronze  Methodist 
Circuit  Rider  marker. 

Mr.  Duncan,  an  Arkansas  native,  went  to 
West  Texas  in  1908  for  health  reasons  after 
having  served  as  pastor  at  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.,  and  Sayre,  Okla.,  where  he  built  a 
church  and  doubled  the  membership. 


Despite  West  Texas’  reputation  as  hav-; 
ing  an  agreeable  climate  for  people  with; 
respiratory  problems,  at  his  first  Texas 
post  at  Toyah,  Texas,  he  “had  to  give  up, 
and  go  to  bed,"  he  recalled  years  later.; 
Still,  he  built  a  church  while  there.  ; 

By  the  time  he  came  to  Fort  Stockton,; 
he  was  “so  weak  from  tuberculosis,”  one; 
member  recalled,  "that  often  he  couldn’t; 
stand  for  the  whole  sermon,  but  had  to*, 
lean  or  sit  on  the  communion  table.”  J 
In  1923,  without  speaking  to  his  fellow; 
ministers,  he  had  to  leave  the  annual  con-; 
ference  session  because  of  illness.  Later,; 
he  wrote  to  them  from  his  deathbed. 

“Here  I  sit  in  bed  in  a  little  sanatorium; 
in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  where  I  wait  for  the; 
future,  and  wonder  what  it  will  be.”  He- 
was  44  when  he  died  on  March  25, 1928. 

Ms.  Roller  is  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  a  New  Mexico  conference 
archivist.  She  lives  in  Albuquerque.  N.M.* 


spiritual  values  with  our 
children?  ■ 

Here  are  two  attractive 
booklets  offering  suggestions 
to  help  you  answer  this  vital 
question: 

■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
CHILDREN 

■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
PRAYING  FAMILY 

FREE!  No  obligation. 

Write  to:  Dept.  32- la,  The  Upper  Room, 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0189 


"...dramatic,  powerful,  gripping. 
Roy...writes  with  dispassionate  objec¬ 
tivity  but  pulls  no  punches.  His  obvious 
love  for  his  church  comes  through.... 
Everyone  concerned  with  the  future  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  will  wish 
to  read  this  hard-hitting,  compas¬ 
sionate,  challenging  book." 

— Emerson  S.  Colaw 
Resident  Bishop,  Minnesota  Area 


Winner  of  numerous  journalism  awards, 
Roy  Beck  is  now  Washington,  D.C.  bureau 
chief  for  a  daily  newspaper  chain. 

Quality  paperback,  234  pages,  $7.95 

To  order  1-800-451 -READ 

fOl  BRISTOL 
rj  BOOKS 

I  ^  WILMORE.KY  40390 


A  CIA  spy  at  a  church  meeting?  A  church- 
sponsored  rally  heavily  influenced  by  the 
Communist  Party? A  denominational " dar¬ 
ling "  implicated  in  murder  and  embezzle¬ 
ment? 


Are  you  concerned  about  the  increasing 
lack  of  moral  and  intellectual  integrity  in  the 
church?During  Roy  Beck's  six  years  at  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  he  reported 
the  facts. ...straight.  That  made  him  un¬ 
popular  with  both  the  far  right  and  the  radi¬ 
cal  left. 

Beck's  dramatic  narrative  reads  like  good 
fiction,  but  gives  the  actual  details  of  his  in¬ 
vestigations 
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| Amnesty:  Where’s  the  overflow? 

Religious  agencies’  work  may  have  disappointing  close ;  INS  blamed 
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Violations? 

Churches’  use  of  videotapes 
may  break  copyright  laws 


By  ROBERT  L.  FRIEDLY 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS— United  Method¬ 
ists  may  be  violating  copyright  laws 
even  though  they  have  legally  pur¬ 
chased  videotapes  and  are  using  them 
without  charge  in  church  settings. 

Furman  York,  director  of  EcuFilm 
in  Nashville,  has  warned  that  copy¬ 
right  infringement  is  a  major  prob¬ 
lem  and  that  a  real  danger  of  test 
cases  being  pressed  against  churches 
exists.  EcuFilm,  a  unit  of  United 
Methodist  Communications,  is  an  ecu¬ 
menical  distributor  of  films  and  vid¬ 
eotapes. 

Mr.  York  said  an  $8  million  suit  ex¬ 
ists  against  one  organization  (not 
United  Methodist)  for  violation  of  mu¬ 
sic  copyright. 

‘‘Making  copies  of  videotapes  or  us¬ 
ing  in  churches  tapes  marked  for 
home  use  only’  is  stealing  pure  and 
simple, "  Mr.  York  declared,  “like 
walking  into  a  store  and  taking  a 
sweater  off  the  shelf.” 

Churches,  he  said,  may  unwittingly 
be  advised  that  videotapes  marked  for 
home  use,  which  they  purchase  or  rent, 
are  OK  for  non-profit,  in-church  use. 

They  are  not,  according  to  Mr. 
York. 

User  is  the  violator 

What’s  more,  the  user  is  the  law  vi¬ 
olator,  not  the  seller  Home-use  vid¬ 
eos  cannot  even  legally  be  rented  and 
shown  to  children  during  a  Wednes¬ 
day-night  dinner  at  church,  he  said. 
Use  in  the  parsonage,  however,  quali¬ 
fies  as  home  use. 

Confusion  over  laws  relative  to 
copyright  is  the  reason  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  member  de¬ 
nominations  like  the  United  Methodist 
Church  engagaged  Jerome  K.  Miller, 
an  expert  in  the  field,  to  develop 
guidelines  for  pastors  and  church 
workers  on  video  copyright.  The 
guidelines,  now  available,  make  the 
point  that  copyright  infringement 
hurts  the  little  people,  not  the  big  net¬ 
works  and  movie  studios. 

Most  of  the  copyright  royalties  are 
paid  to  individuals  and  small  firms 
that  need  the  money  to  pay  their  bills. 
The  guidelines  claim  that  basically 
all  public  video  performances  require 
a  license  from  the  producer  or  dis¬ 
tributor. 

Essentially,  the  only  non-public  sit¬ 
uations  are  those  in  the  home  with  the 
family  and  a  small  circle  of  friends. 

Church  settings  always  should  be 
considered  public.  However,  videos 
and  films  that  come  from  religious 
distributors  frequently  are  identified 
as  carrying  ‘‘audiovisual  rights”  that 


permit  use  in  a  non-profit  setting 
without  admission  charge  (as  in  the 
case  of  all  EcuFilm  materials). 

Videocassettes  labeled  “for  home 
use  only”  are  not  included  in  that  cat¬ 
egory. 

The  guidelines  say  the  copyright 
law  also  permits  use  of  videotapes  in 
"face-to-face  instruction  in  the  class¬ 
room”  as  long  as  the  tape  is  a  legal 
copy,  the  showing  takes  place  in  the 
classroom,  attendance  is  limited  to 
the  teacher  and  pupils,  the  purpose  is 
instruction  and  not  entertainment, 
and  the  showing  is  part  of  the  “teach¬ 
ing  activities  of  a  non-profit  educa¬ 
tional  institution.” 

Sunday  school  uncertain 

Christian  schools  certainly  qualify, 
but  it  has  not  been  tested  in  the  courts 
as  to  whether  Sunday  church  school 
classes  do.  Dr.  Miller  said  he  believes 
instruction-oriented  videos,  not  enter¬ 
tainment  programs,  are  legal  in  well- 
organized,  well-documented  church 
school  settings  under  the  law. 

But,  he  said,  "it  seems  quite  clear” 
that  video  performances  require  li¬ 
censes  in  religious  services,  nursery 
programs,  youth  meetings,  weekend 
retreats  and  similar  gatherings. 

The  federal  government  has  drawn 
guidelines  for  videotaping  off  the  air. 
Essentially,  according  to  Dr.  Miller, 
brief  portions  of  programs  can  be 
taped  and  used  to  "justify  scholarly 
quotation  and  other  non-injurious 
copying.”  That  is  called  the  "fair  use” 
application. 

Complete  programs  can  be  used 
only  under  the  classroom  instruction 
guidelines  which,  as  indicated  above, 
do  not  apply  to  most  church  settings 
and  may  not  even  apply  to  church 
school  classes. 

“The  Video  Copyright  Guidelines" 
can  be  obtained  for  $1  per  copy 
through  Jo  Gallagher,  Presbyterian 
Church  USA,  341  Ponce  de  Leon  Ave., 
N.E.,  Atlanta,  GA  30365. 

Mr.  York  pointed  out  that  all  mate¬ 
rials  handled  through  EcuFilm  are 
cleared  for  church  use.  EcuFilm  in¬ 
cludes  more  than  1,000  titles  in  its  col¬ 
lection. 

EcuFilm  sales  now  consist  of  99 
percent  videotape  and  1  percent  film. 

Rentals,  he  said,  are  divided  evenly 
between  film  and  video,  while  they 
were  practically  all  film  just  a  couple 
of  years  ago. 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
the  “ Hoosier  United  Methodist.”  Mr. 
Friedly  of  Indianapolis,  a  free-lance 
writer,  was  formerly  head  of  the  com¬ 
munications  office  for  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 


Scots  try  new  approach 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— After  10  months  of 
intensive  efforts  to  help  undocumented 
aliens  through  the  process  of  legaliza¬ 
tion,  representatives  of  major  religious 
agencies  acknowledge  that  their  work 
may  be  coming  to  a  disappointing  close. 

The  federal  government’s  amnesty 
program  for  illegal  aliens— part  of  the 
landmark  1986  immigration  reform 
bill — is  due  to  end  May  4.  Unless  the 
deadline  is  extended,  aliens  who  do  not 
come  foward  to  apply  for  legalization  by 
then  will  have  virtually  no  chance  of 
winning  amnesty  under  the  program. 

What  makes  May  4  a  foreboding  date 
in  the  eyes  of  religious  groups  that  have 
been  at  the  forefront  of  the  legalization 
effort  is  the  fact  that  the  number  of  ille¬ 
gal  immigrants  who  have  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  program  is  much  lower  than 
had  been  anticipated.  This  has  prompted 
an  all-out  effort  by  church  groups  across 
the  country  to  get  Congress  to  extend  the 
amnesty  deadline  a  year. 

Leaders  of  religious  groups  taking 
part  in  the  legalization  program  claim 
that  the  extension  is  needed  in  large  part 
because  of  foot-dragging  by  the  U.S.  Im- 
(riigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS),  which  is  administering  the  pro¬ 
gram.  The  agencies  are  authorized  by 
the  government  to  process  applications 
for  legalization. 

program  started  late 

•  They  point  out  that  the  INS’s  public 
'education  program  to  make  aliens  aware 
of  Clie  amnesty  program  is  only  now  in 
full  swing,  after  10  months. 

They  also  charge  that  unfair  and  con¬ 
fusing  regulations  issued  by  the  agency 
since  the  law’s  passage  have  narrowed 


Dear  Deborah, 

;  My  husband  and  I  are  in  our  80s.  We 
have  been  farmers  all  our  lives.  When 
pur  children  were  growing  up,  and  until 
y/e  retired,  we  were  very  active  in  a 
Methodist  church  in  town.  In  fact,  we 
Purselves  were  baptized  there. 

1  After  retirement  came  ill  health  and 
limited  finances,  so  we  were  not  able  to 
jeeep  up  our  membership  dues  to  the 
church.  About  five  years  ago  we  were 
potified  our  names  had  been  removed 
from  the  roll. 

My  husband  has  cancer  now  and  has 
just  been  moved  from  the  hospital  to  a 
nursing  home.  No  pastor  ever  visited  in 
£he  hospital,  just  the  Catholic  chaplain.  I 
0id  ask  a  friend  who  is  still  a  church 
member  if  the  pastor  could  visit  in  the 
nursing  home.  She  tells  me  the  pastor 
paid  he  is  too  busy  taking  care  of  mem- 


the  pool  of  eligible  applicants  for  legal¬ 
ization. 

INS  officials  have  denied  the  charges, 
saying  that  most  aliens  are  well  aware 
of  the  program  and  have  elected  to  stay 
underground  for  various  reasons. 

“We’re  still  finding  that  there  are  a  lot 
of  people  who  simply  haven’t  heard 
about  the  program,”  said  Heidi  Schoedel, 
director  of  the  Chicago-based  legaliza¬ 
tion  program  of  World  Relief  Immigra¬ 
tion  Service,  an  evangelical  agency.  She 
said  that  most  of  the  blame  lies  with  the 
INS. 

World  Relief  has  formed  the  National 
Evangelical  Task  Force  on  Legalization, 
which  includes  denominations  such  as 
the  Church  of  the  Nazarene  and  Free 
Methodist  Church,  to  press  for  extension 
of  the  deadline.  Also  seeking  action  by 
Congress  have  been  the  major  Catholic 
and  mainline  Protestant  refugee  and  re¬ 
lief  agencies. 

The  focus  of  the  lobbying  effort  is  leg¬ 
islation  introduced  by  Rep.  Charles 
Schumer  (D-N.Y.)  that  would  extend  the 
amnesty  deadline  a  year  past  the  current 
expiration  date,  to  May  4,  1989.  The  INS 
has  opposed  the  bill,  arguing  that  an  ex¬ 
tension  would  only  encourage  aliens  to 
wait  longer  to  apply. 

Big  disappointment  to  churches 

Whatever  the  reasons  behind  the  low 
turnout  by  illegal  aliens,  the  situation 
has  become  a  major  disappointment  to 
churches,  which  make  up  the  bulk  of  pri¬ 
vate  agencies  authorized  to  process  the 
applications.  Since  the  immigration  re¬ 
form  package  was  first  proposed  in  1980, 
religious  groups  have  advocated  a  gener¬ 
ous  program  of  legalization. 

When  the  bill  was  passed,  church  agen- 


bers. 

I  am  distressed  and  wonder  what  I  will 
do  about  my  husband’s  funeral.  We  have 
always  been  Methodists  and  I  don’t  know 
any  other  church.  Is  it  okay  to  ask  a 
Methodist  pastor  from  the  city  to  come 
out  for  the  funeral?  Could  I  ask  for  a  vis¬ 
it  and  communion,  while  he  is  still  in  the 
nursing  home?  Are  we  still  Methodists? 

Gerda 

Dear  Gerda, 

My  immediate  response  is  yes,  you 
are  ‘‘still  Methodists.”  More  impor¬ 
tant,  you  are  baptized  in  Christ  and 
members  of  the  church  universal. 
While,  generally,  pastors  do  not  take 
over  in  another  congregation,  I  say 
yes,  in  this  situation  it  would  be  all 
right  for  you  to  call  a  pastor  at  an¬ 
other  United  Methodist  church.  Not 


cies  geared  up  for  what  was  expected  by 
almost  everyone  to  be  a  nationwide  inun¬ 
dation  of  amnesty  applications. 

At  the  time  the  program  went  into  ef¬ 
fect,  the  government  estimated  that  3.9 
million  eligible  aliens  would  seek  amnes¬ 
ty.  Legalization  is  open  to  those  who  can 
prove  continuous  residence  in  the  United 
States  since  1982. 

But  current  estimates  are  that  only 
some  1.3  million  applications  have  been 
filed  and  approved. 

“Even  if  an  additional  300,000  to 
400,000  applicants  could  be  reached  by 
May  4,  the  size  of  the  remaining  illegal 
population  in  the  country  would  be  al¬ 
most  twice  the  number  that  could  have 
been  legalized,’’  Catholic  Archbishop 
Theodore  McCarrick  said  in  announcing 
the  U.S.  bishops’  support  for  a  deadline 
extension. 

Slow  response  a  surprise 

That  all  this  has  been  a  surprise,  from 
Washington  on  down,  is  illustrated  by  lo¬ 
cal  legalization  offices. 

A  year  ago,  the  New  York  office  of 
World  Relief,  for  instance,  began  with  a 
full-time  staff  of  eight.  Because  of  the 
small  number  of  applicants  since  then,  it 
has  had  to  cut  back  considerably  and 
now  has  only  five  staff  members. 

"People  are  standing  back.  They  don’t 
know  that  they’re  qualified”  for  amnes¬ 
ty,  said  Kristine  Bender,  director  of  the 
local  office. 

In  recent  weeks,  however,  the  office 
has  seen  a  marked  increase  in  applica¬ 
tions,  too  many  for  the  now-small  staff 
to  handle,  Ms.  Bender  added.  She  said  the 
upsurge  is  an  indication  that  the  late- 
starting  public  education  campaign  can 
bring  in  large  numbers. 

To  help  qualified  people,  the  agency 


all  would  respond  as  the  one  you  de¬ 
scribe. 

Your  story  nearly  breaks  my 
heart,  as  I  am  sure  it  does  God’s 
You  are  entitled  to  communion  and 
a  Christian  funeral  for  your  hus¬ 
band.  I  pray  that  this  answer  is  not 
too  late,  and  that  you  find  a  pastor 
who  will  come  to  you. 

I  hope  that  the  pastor  will  also  be 
willing  to  take  your  story  to  the  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent.  As  a  United 
Methodist,  I  am  ashamed  and  think 
this  should  be  looked  into. 

Please  know  you  are  in  my 
prayers,  and  1  am  sure  many  readers 
will  also  lift  you  in  prayer.  God  bless 
you  both. 


has  encouraged  what  she  termed  “cre¬ 
ative  ways”  of  proving  residency.  For  in¬ 
stance,  Ms.  Bender  said,  those  who  don’t 
have  rent  stubs  or  telephone  bills  to  show 
they  were  in  the  United  States  at  a  given 
time  could,  instead,  have  their  families 
abroad  send  back  post-marked  letters  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  applicants  or  even  find 
photographs  of  themselves  taken  at  wed¬ 
dings  on  verifiable  dates. 

Deadline  extension  no  guarantee 

Like  other  church  representatives,  she 
said  there  is  no  guarantee  that  extending 
the  amnesty  deadline  will  result  in  sig¬ 
nificantly  larger  numbers  of  applicants. 
But  unlike  Ms.  Bender,  others  inter¬ 
viewed  said  the  problems  originate 
largely  with  the  INS  and  can  be  solved 
in  part  by  the  agency. 

Citing  one  example,  Gilbert  Carrasco, 
director  of  the  legalization  program  of 
the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference’s  Migration 
and  Refugee  Services,  said  the  agency 
has  only  recently  received  a  long-await-' 
ed,  bilingual  brochure  produced  by  the 
INS  for  potential  applicants.  But  he  add¬ 
ed  that  the  church  agency  decided  not  to 
distribute  the  brochure  because  it  con¬ 
tains  outdated  information  that  makes 
legalization  seem  harder  to  obtain  than 
it  actually  is. 

INS  officials  said  they  could  not  com¬ 
ment  on  specific  complaints. 

While  critical  of  the  government,  Mr. 
Carrasco  and  other  church  representa¬ 
tives  acknowledged  that  there  are  obsta¬ 
cles  to  the  legalization  process  having 
less  to  do  with  publicity  efforts  and 
rules.  Among  other  factors,  they  cite  the 
aliens’  long-standing  distrust  of  the  INS, 
as  well  as  fear  among  the  illegals  that 
they  may  be  separated  from  family 
members  ineligible  for  amnesty. 

History  of  Hymns 

‘Crowded  ways’ 
born  on  streets 
of  New  York 

Where  cross  the  crowded  ways  of 

life. 

Where  sound  the  cries  of  race  and 

clan. 

Above  the  noise  of  selfish  strife. 

We  hear  thy  voice,  O  Son  of  man! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Times  Square  in  New  York  City,  Pic¬ 
cadilly  Circus  in  London,  Leipziger-Platz 
in  Leipzig,  and  Place  de  la  Concorde  in 
Paris  are  great  centers  where  throngs  of 
people  pass  by  each  day. 

Frank  Mason  North  had  such  centers 
in  mind  when  he  wrote  the  lines  of  his 
hymn  in  1903.  His  initial  thoughts  came 
while  he  was  preparing  a  sermon  on 
Matthew  22:9,  “Go  ye  therefore  into  the 
highways.” 

The  American  Revised  Version  of  this 
verse  intrigued  him  for  it  begins,  “Go  ye 
therefore  unto  the  partings  of  the  high¬ 
ways,”  which  is  a  different  picture  from 
the  King  James  Version. 

North,  a  Methodist  minister  living  ir 
New  York  City,  was  familiar  with  the 
“jostling,  moving  currents  of  the  life  of 
the  people  as  revealed  upon  the  streets 
and  at  the  great  crossings  of  the  ave¬ 
nues,”  as  he  wrote.  He  said  that  he  had 
“watched  them  by  the  hour  as  they 
passed  by  the  tens  of  thousands.” 

The  song  is  commonly  sung  to  a  tune  by 
William  Gardiner.  He  called  it  "Germany” 
because  he  mistakenly  believed  it  to  be 
"somewhere  in  the  works  of  Beethoven” 
but  said  he  couldn’t  point  out  where.  No  one 
else  has  been  able  to  do  so  either! 


From  Religious  News  Service 
STIRLING,  Scotland— A  new  approach 
to  inter-church  cooperation,  in  which  the 
emphasis  will  switch  from  formal  con¬ 
versations  and  negotiations  to  working  on 
specific  projects  at  the  grassroots  level, 
was  outlined  recently  in  a  proposal  that 
will  be  studied  by  mainline  churches  in 
Scotland  during  the  coming  year. 

The  report,  “Scottish  Churches  To¬ 
gether,”  is  seen  by  many  church  observ¬ 
ers  as  a  new  step  in  the  steady  progress 
of  the  ecumenical  movement. 

The  proposal  is  a  followup  to  a  unity 
process  begun  in  Britain  and  Ireland  in 
1984  under  the  title,  "Not  Strangers,  But 
Pilgrims.”  It  also  builds  on  a  conference 


in  England  last  year  at  which  350  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  more  than  30  British 
churches  declared  their  conviction  that 
they  “must  move  from  cooperation  to 
clear  commitment  to  each  other.” 

The  new  report  proposes  replacing  the 
existing  Scottish  Churches  Council  with 
“Scottish  Churches  Together”  by  1990,  the 
same  date  the  British  churches  are  expect¬ 
ed  to  make  a  similar  change  in  the  struc¬ 
ture  of  their  ecumenical  organization. 

In  the  proposed  new  structure,  mem¬ 
ber  or  associate  churches  would  meet  in 
a  central  council  and  draw  on  joint  re¬ 
sources  to  deal  with  issues  such  as  local 
unity,  mission  and  evangelism,  and  jus¬ 
tice  and  peace. 


Dear  Deborah 


‘Yes,  you’re  still  Methodists’ 


Unique  career  nears  end 
for  veteran  pastor,  jurist 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
ST.  LOUIS— When  the  final  gavel 
falls  May  6  on  the  1988  United  Meth- 
r  odist  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis, 
£  it  will  end  for  one  clergyman  an  ac- 
'{■  tive  connection  with  his  church  and 
-  its  top  legislative  assembly  spanning 

*  virtually  half  a  century  and  three  ma- 
%  jor  church  unions. 

I  During  those  49  years  the  Rev.  Hoo- 
r  ver  Rupert  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  has 
t  compiled  a  unique  record  as  pastor, 

*  denominational  executive,  writer  and 
f  jurist. 

k  When  three  branches  of  Methodism 
i  united  in  1939  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  he 
t  was  on  hand  as  a  student  member  of 

*  the  Boston  University  School  of  The- 
jr  ology’s  seminary  singers. 

r  With  other  choristers,  he  was  back 
l  in  1940  for  the  first  General  Confer- 
\  ence  of  The  Methodist  Church, 
t;  In  every  quadrennial  session  since, 
£■  except  for  1952  when  he  was  a  new- 
/  comer  to  Michigan  Methodism,  Dr. 

Rupert  has  had  a  responsibility  in  the 
5  legislative  assemblies— member  of 
£  the  host  committee;  consultant  on 
^  youth  work;  delegate;  and,  since  1968, 
5  member  of  the  Judicial  Council,  the 
t’  9.7-million-member  church’s  “Su- 
£  preme  Court.” 

£  At  the  time  he  was  elected  during 
£  sessions  in  Dallas  that  united  the 
£  Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
§  Brethren  churches,  he  was  the  youn- 
gest  person  ever  seated  on  the 
$  church’s  highest  bench. 

His  20  years  on  the  court  is  the 
^  longest  tenure  of  any  Judicial  Council 


member,  and  his  12  years  as  secre¬ 
tary  is  the  record  for  that  post. 

During  his  career  he  has  lectured 
on  more  than  100  college  campuses 
and  in  20  pastors’  schools;  preached  in 
such  diverse  places  as  Warsaw,  Brus¬ 
sels,  Prague,  Buenos  Aires  and  Lon¬ 
don,  and  in  Ethiopia  and  Israel. 

He  has  written  church  school  cur¬ 
riculum,  magazine  columns  and  17 
books,  one  of  which  sold  130,000 
copies  and  another  in  its  fifth  print¬ 
ing. 

He  served  long  pastorates  in  three 
of  the  largest  congregations  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  and  spent 
five  years  as  the  church’s  national  di¬ 
rector  of  youth  work. 

Since  “retiring”  in  1983,  he  has 
taught  Bible  courses  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Florida  Southern  Col¬ 
lege  in  Lakeland. 

Bom  in  Madison,  N.J.,  Dr.  Rupert, 
70,  spent  part  of  his  childhood  with  his 
missionary  parents  in  India. 

Settling  in  Kansas,  he  graduated 
from  United  Methodist-related  Baker 
University  in  Baldwin  City,  married 
Hazel  P.  Senti  in  1941,  and  held  pas¬ 
torates  in  Kansas  and  Massachusetts 
before  beginning  five  years  with  the 
denomination’s  youth  department  in 
1945. 

Then  came  nine  years  at  the  2,600- 
member  First  Methodist  Church  in 
Jackson,  Mich.;  13  years  at  2,800- 
member  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  First 
Methodist  Church;  and  11  years  at 
2,400-member  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  after 
which  he  began  teaching  in  Lakeland. 


Movie  Review 


Epiphany  experience  lives  in  ‘The  Dead’ 


By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 

Not  much  happens  in  “The  Dead,”  the 
great  John  Huston’s  last  film— at  least, 
not  on  the  surface. 

On  the  eve  of  Epiphany  (January  6)  in 
1904  a  group  gathers  in  Dublin,  Ireland, 
for  a  dinner  party.  In  due  time  there  will 
be  an  important  epiphany— a  moment  of 
revelation— but  first  there  are  singing, 
dancing,  small  talk  and  eating. 

They  worry  about  meal  preparations, 
a  drunken  guest,  and  finding  a  carriage. 
The  homegrown  entertainment  shared 
by  this  cultured  group  includes  poetry 
they  misunderstand,  horrendous  singing 
they  praise,  and  an  entirely-forgettable' 
after-dinner  speech.  They  avoid  politics, 
religion,  and  everything  else  which 
might  be  controversial. 

The  only  person  with  any  passionate 
opinions,  a  fiery  supporter  of  the  Irish 
republican  cause,  leaves  early.  It  is  a 
dull  party,  and  we  come  to  see  how  dead 
these  people  really  are. 

It  is  also  the  dead  of  winter,  and  the 
weather  reminds  them  of  the  tragic 
death  of  a  talented  young  singer. 

Then,  as  they  are  leaving,  Greta  (Anje- 
lica  Huston)  and  her  husband,  Gabriel 
(Donal  McCann),  hear  a  beautiful,  haunt¬ 
ing  melody  (sung  by  Frank  Patterson). 
The  song  reduces  Greta  to  tears,  and  she 
tells  Gabriel,  for  the  first  time,  about  a 
17-year-old  boy  who  loved  her  long  ago 
and  died  of  a  broken  heart.  Gabriel, 
stunned,  watches  the  snow  fall.  Staring 
out  the  window,  he  realizes  how  dead  his 
life  is,  how  little  passion  he  has. 

“The  Dead”  is  being  advertised  as  a 
“comedy-drama”  of  a  short  story  by 
James  Joyce  from  his  collection  “Dub¬ 
liners.”  It  does  have  warmth  and  subtle 
humor,  but  is  neither  very  funny  nor 
very  dramatic. 


If  you  hate  movies  with  more  dialogue 
than  action,  this  one  is  not  for  you.  You 
must  wade  through  a  lot  of  finely-ob¬ 
served  detail  of  an  unlively  dinner  gath¬ 
ering  to  the  epiphany  at  the  end. 

Movies,  though,  and  sermons,  for  that 
matter,  have  seldom  shown  us  the  quiet¬ 
ness  and  ordinariness  which  often  sur¬ 
rounds  moments  of  insight.  Joyce 


believes  not  only  in  fervor  but  also  in 
revelation. 

"The  Dead"  has  been  nominated  for 
two  Academy  Awards  and  has  been 
judged  “Best  Film  of  the  Year”  by  the 
National  Society  of  Film  Critics.  It  has 
been  rated  “PG— Parental  Guidance 
Suggested”  even  though  it  has  no  vio¬ 
lence,  no  sex,  and  no  obscenity.  But  then, 


it  also  has  no  car  chases,  explosions, 
aliens,  or  furry  creatures— and  the  kids 
may  be  bored  silly.  If  you  are  reasonably 
mature,  however,  "The  Dead”  is  highly 
recommended. 

Mr.  Goodhue,  an  oft-published  film  re¬ 
viewer  for  religious  publications,  lives  in 
Island  Park.  New  York. 


Anjelica  Huston  (nearest  camera  right)  stars  with  Irish  and  Irish-American  actors  headed  by  Donal  McCann  in 
“The  Dead,”  the  last  film  completed  by  her  late  father,  John  Huston.  Reviewer  Thomas  Goodhue  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  review)  finds  that  the  film  contains  a  surprise  “epiphany.” 


Abandoned 
at  Birth 


A  Special 


x  Child 


Dear  Methodist  Friends: 

Clipped  to  one  of  the  checks  we  re¬ 
ceived  was  a  note  bearing  this  message: 

“For  a  special  child!” 

Now  I  do  not  know  what  thoughts  or 
memories  were  in  the  mind  and  heart  of 
the  sender  of  that  note  but  my  thoughts 
settled  on  Jay,  a  14-year-old  boy  who  had 
been  sexually  abused  by  his  father.  He 
had  spent  time  in  a  foster  home  that 
emotionally  and  physically  abused  him 
and  his  younger  brother.  Jay  stood  at  the 
door  of  The  Methodist  Home  scared  and 
bewildered  not  knowing  whether  to  run, 
cry  or  come  in. 

A  loving  voice  welcomed  him  and  a 
smile  broke  across  his  face  as  he  wiped 
the  tears  from  his  eyes.  Jay  befriended 
the  staff  and  became  a  leader  among  the 
boys  upstairs.  After  Jay  adjusted  and  re¬ 
ceived  counseling,  he  was  placed  in  a 
group  home. 

He  continued  his  church  involvement 
at  Rayne  United  Methodist  Church 
where  he  went  while  at  The  Home.  A 
church  member  took  personal  interest  in 
Jay  and  arranged  for  a  private  school  to 
take  him  on  a  trial  basis.  This  attention 
from  The  Home  and  the  church  helped 
Jay  to  adjust.  Soon  he  went  to  another 
foster  home  where  the  parents  decided 
to  adopt  Jay.  This  is  very  unusual  for  a 
teenage  boy. 

We  like  to  think  that  we  had  a  part  in 
providing  Jay  with  the  encouragement  to 


Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch,  Superintendent 

begin  his  life  anew.  When  he  came  to  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  he  was 
totally  against  adoption.  He  had  been  re¬ 
jected  too  much.  Through  the  attention 
here  and  at  the  church  Jay  was  able  to 
recognize  that  he  could  be  a  part  of  a 
family  again.  He  is  now  succeeding  in 
school  where  once  he  was  in  a  class  for 
behaviorally  disturbed  children.  He  is 
also  holding  down  a  job  and  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  college.  Jay  is  a  special  child 
who  just  needed  someone  to  show  him  he 
was  special  and  to  love  him  enough  to 
help  him  through  his  problems. 

And  then  I  thought  of  the  hundred  of 
others  who  come  to  us  throughout  the 
year;  some  of  them  needing  merely  a 
sympathetic  ear  to  listen;  others,  in  des¬ 
perate  need  of  all  the  help  we  can  give.  A 
child  who  has  been  abused,  abandoned  or 
neglected  finds  the  needed  help  at  The 
Methodist  Home. 

Some  of  their  stories  are  briefly  told 
on  this  page.  We  ask  you  to  read  them, 
and  if  you  will,  to  make  yours  a  happier 
year  by  sharing  it  with  these  other  less 
fortunate  special  children.  Tear  off  the 
coupon  and  please  mail  it  with  your 
check  to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New 
Orleans.  Mark  it,  if  you  wish. 

“For  a  special  child!" 

Sincerely  yours, 

W.  O.  Lynch,  Jr. 

Executive  Director 


No  Place  to  Go 


The  young  mother  of  five  children  was 
discovered  simply  by  accident.  She  and 
her  children  had  been  living  in  an  aban¬ 
doned  bus  for  nearly  six  months,  and  lit¬ 
erally  had  no  place  to  go. 

The  days  were  hot  and  long,  school 
was  not  a  priority,  survival  was.  The  lux¬ 
ury  of  running  water  and  bathroom  facil¬ 
ities  were  not  available.  The  only  thing 
that  mattered  was  staying  together  and 
making  it  from  day  to  day. 

Then  one  day,  the  state  investigated  a 
report  that  led  to  the  placement  of  one  of 
the  five  children  in  The  Methodist  Home 
of  New  Orleans.  Immediately  this  child 
presented  another  opportunity  for  minis¬ 
try.  However,  this  child  was  different. 
This  child  had  a  mother  who  had  not 
abused  or  neglected  her.  The  mother’s 
only  weakness  was  lack  of  support  and 
training  as  a  responsible,  rather  than  as 
a  good  parent. 

Soon  after  placement  within  The 
Methodist  Home,  the  therapist  with  the 
RFC  (Residential  Family  Care  Program) 
realized  the  potential  of  helping  this 
child  and  her  family.  An  RFC  home  waS 


available,  and  the  child  moved  there  to 
receive  treatment  at  the  hands  of  a  lov¬ 
ing  Christian  couple.  Therapy  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  child  and  the  mother.  The 
daily  demands  of  life,  which  before  were 
so  difficult,  were  being  ministered  and 
attended  to. 

Today,  the  mother  is  living  in  a  stable 
environment  and  has  two  of  her  children 
with  her.  The  other  children  are  receiv¬ 
ing  care  through  traditional  foster  care 
programs. 

The  road  to  re-unification  can  be  a 
slow  and  difficult  one.  For  this  young 
mother  and  her  daughter,  the  RFC  pro¬ 
gram  took  one  year.  The  treatment  and 
work  was  intensive,  but  the  wait  worth 
the  while.  Now,  mother  can  properly 
care  for  her  daughter,  and  understands 
how  to  receive  the  help  she  is  not  able  to 
obtain  on  her  own. 

That  is  what  RFC  is  all  about . . .  help¬ 
ing  others  who  are  less  fortunate.  Pro¬ 
viding  the  skills  and  training  and  therapy 
necessary  for  success.  We  do  it  proudly. 
We  do  it  in  Jesus'  name  as  United  Meth¬ 
odists. 


Success  is  a  Dress 


May  was  eight  years  old  when  brought 
to  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
from  a  very  chaotic  family  life.  She  was 
one  of  five  siblings  that  had  been  physi¬ 
cally  and  sexually  abused.  May  was  sus¬ 
pended  from  school  five  times  in  three 
weeks  upon  her  initial  placement.  One 
day  after  her  last  suspension  the  Director 
of  Child  Care  came  by  as  she  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  leave  for  school.  He  said, 
"May,  if  you  will  just  stay  at  school  to¬ 


day  I  will  get  you  a  special  prize."  At 
3:15  p.m.  she  came  running  into  the  Di¬ 
rector’s  office  to  tell  of  her  triumph. 
May  was  sent  to  the  clothing  coordinator 
where  she  got  a  pretty  new  dress.  May 
wore  that  dress  every  day  to  school.  She 
was  not  suspended  again  during  her  stay 
at  The  Home.  May  was  proud  of  herself 
and  her  success.  She  had  something  she 
had  earned  and  something  that  made  her 
feel  a  sense  of  accomplishment. 


We  Almost  Said  ‘No!’ 


Thanks  —  Thanks 


Because  of  your  generosity  during  the 
past  few  months  we  are  happy  to  report 
that  we  are  no  longer  in  need  of  school 
supplies,  towels,  wash  rags,  personal 
grooming  items,  oral  hygiene  supplies  or 
bath  soap.  However,  there  are  still  some 
items  of  great  need.  These  include: 

Large  and  medium  size  diapers 
Girls  panties 

An  IBM  compatible  printer 

Nintendo  video  games 

VHS  and  Beta  movies  (F  and  PG) 


PC  Computer 
Letter  folding  machine 

The  greatest  need  we  have  is  money. 
Some  of  you  may  only  able  to  give  $1.00 
while  others  can  give  a  larger  gift.  No 
matter  how  much  you  can  or  cannot  give 
your  gift  is  always  appreciated  and  sev¬ 
eral  small  gifts  make  large  gifts.  Thanks 
for  your  past  and  continued  support  of 
the  ministry  at  The  Methodist  Home  of 
New  Orleans. 


Going  Home 


Going  home  was  special  to  Kathy.  She 
entered  The  Methodist  Home  following 
removal  from  her  family  of  origin.  Alle¬ 
gations  of  sexual  abuse,  perpetrated  on 
Kathy  by  her  older  brother,  were  diffi¬ 
cult  for  the  parents  to  believe. 

Now,  some  nine  months  later,  Kathy 
and  her  parents  have  been  reunited. 
Kathy’s  brother  is  currently  receiving 
the  help  he  so  desperately  needs  in  an¬ 
other  institution.  It  will  take  years  be¬ 
fore  he  may  ever  return  home. 

The  re-unification  of  Kathy  and  her 
parents  did  not  simply  happen.  Three- 
quarters  of  a  year  had  passed  since 
Kathy’s  removal,  and  along  with  that, 
much  work.  The  first  order  of  business 
was  to  place  Kathy  in  a  RFC  (Residen¬ 
tial  Family  Care)  Home.  The  Christian 
parents  worked  diligently  to  provide  the 
normalization  and  stabilization  Kathy 
needed.  Next  came  individual  psycho¬ 


therapy  for  Kathy,  and  a  Methodist 
Home  therapist  engaged  the  parents  in 
family  therapy  and  a  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  family  system  dynamics. 

As  progress  was  made  individually 
with  Kathy  and  her  parents,  conjoint 
family  therapy  was  begun,  and  the  two 
therapists  worked  together  in  reuniting 
the  family.  As  progress  continued,  Kathy 
returned  home  to  live  with  her  parents. 
Bu,t  the  work  did  not  stop  for  the  Method¬ 
ist  therapists.  In-home  visits  and  contin¬ 
ued  psychotherapy  followed. 

Today,  Kathy  and  her  family  live  as 
normal  a  life  as  anyone  and  the  success 
of  the  re-unification  is  shared  by  Kathy, 
her  parents,  the  RFC  family  and  The 
Methodist  therapists.  However,  the  truth 
be  known,  there  would  be  no  success 
without  the  dedication,  commitment  and 
support  of  United  Methodists  who  made 
the  RFC  program  a  reality. 


PUTTING  IT  TOGETHER  —  Members  of  the  Sojourners  Class  of  Aurora  United 
Methodist  Church  donated  a  metal  building  for  use  by  the  Maintenance  Staff. 


BASKETBALL  FUN  —  A  new  basketball  goal  was  given  in  memory  of  Mr.  Roger 
Kennedy  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ted  (Zoe  Ann)  Bomba  of  Metairie. 


COMPUTER  DONATED  —  A  Tandy  Computer  was  donated  by  Ferriday  United 
Methodist  Church,  Ferriday.  Rev.  Wallace  P.  Blackwood  is  the  pastor. 


Ruth  was  15  when  admitted  to  The 
Home.  She  had  a  bad  reputation.  Time 
spent  in  a  state  mental  hospital,  physical 
and  emotional  abuse  by  her  mother,  psy¬ 
chiatric  and  psychological  reports  all 
were  indicators  of  potential  problems. 
At  first  glance  we  almost  said  "NO!”  to 
her  placement,  but  she  had  siblings  here 
and  we  decided  to  take  a  chance.  Ruth 
was  a  quiet  unassuming  girl  who  was  ex¬ 
cited  about  being  reunited  with  her  fam¬ 
ily.  She  accepted  whatever  was  given  her 


with  a  special  fondness  and  grace.  We 
never  saw  the  behavior  of  her  past.  She 
settled  into  the  program  and  stayed  six 
months.  This  is  three  months  past  the 
normal  limit,  but  so  many  were  scared 
to  take  a  risk.  Finally,  a  foster  mother 
met  her  and  took  a  chance  as  we  had 
done.  The  foster  mother  has  not  been  dis¬ 
appointed.  Ruth  worked  hard,  she  was 
always  helpful  and  asking  for  more  work 
from  adults  around  her.  We  are  glad  we 
took  a  chance  and  she  got  a  new  beginning. 


TRIKES  FOR  TYKES  —  Five  new  tricycles  were  donated  by  Riverdale  High  and 
Middle  School  of  Jefferson,  LA. 


Just  a  Word 


Arnold  was  a  twin.  His  sister  was  nor¬ 
mal  in  all  aspects.  Arnold  was  brain 
damaged  severely.  At  two  years  of  age 
he  could  not  talk,  many  speculated  that 
he  could  not  hear.  Arnold  spent  three 
months  at  The  Home.  The  child  care 
staff  and  volunteers  worked  very  hard 
with  Arnold  to  test  his  limits  and  to  dis¬ 
cover  where  he  was.  We  worked  at  potty 


training  and  received  some  mild  success. 
Before  Arnold  left  he  was  speaking  some 
words  that  people  could  understand.  We 
hope  that  some  of  the  gains  that  Arnold 
made  while  here,  receiving  the  attention 
he  needed,  will  continue  as  he  returns 
home.  We  made  the  reports  and  proper 
referrals  so  that  Arnold  could  continue 
to  get  the  help  he  needs. 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

Serving  Abused 9  Abandoned  and  Neglected  Children 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 

‘Abuse  Really  Hurts’ 

Rev.  W.O.  Lynch  Rev.  James  C.  Akins  Jeri  Edwards  Mike  Case,  Rev.  Richard  Hodges 

Superintendent _ Doctor _  Administrative  Assistant  MSW  Social  Worker  Family  Therapist 


A  MINISTRY  TO  ABUSED,  ABANDONED,  AND  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN 

Moke  checks  fo:  The  Methodisl  Home 


THE  METHODIST  HOME 
OF  NEW  ORLEANS 
P.O.  BOX  15109  STATION  B 
NEW  ORLEANS,  LOUISIANA 
70175 


□  Yes,  1  wonl  lo  help  o  child 

Honor  or  Memorial  Gift*! 

Check  if  you  wish  to  hove 

A  very  meaningful  woy  lo  remember  ond  pay  tribute 
lo  o  loved  one 

Special  occasion:  Mother's  Day _ ,  Fother’s  Ooy _ _ 

Birlhdoy  — ,  Anniversory love  Gift _ 

Enclosed  IS  1  IS20  (  )S35  (  IS50  Other!  1$ 

Your  nome  and  address: 

Nome  of  person  being  honored  or  remembered:  • 

Send  ocknowledgomenl  to: 

Your  church* 

ALL  GIFTS  ARE  INCOME  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE 


PITCHING  IN  -  Two  members  of  the  Sojourners  Class  ol  Aurora  United  Melh-  Davy  was  three  weeks  old  when  he 
odist  Church  donate  their  time  to  install  installation.  was  brought  from  Charity  Hospital.  He 

was  abandoned  by  his  mother,  a  drug  ad¬ 
dict  who  was  reportedly  involved  with 
prostitution.  Davy  found  a  home  and  af¬ 
ter  a  year,  adoption  has  been  finalized. 
The  proud  parents  send  us  pictures  from 
time  to  time  so  that  we  can  see  his  prog¬ 
ress. 

We  had  a  hand  in  providing  the  love 
and  care  a  young  baby  needs.  We  believe 
because  of  our  care  he  will  make  a  fine 
son  to  a  loving  couple. 


Those  involved  with  running  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  are: 

Rev.  W.  0.  Lynch  —  Superintendent 

Rev.  James  C.  Akins  —  Director 

Jeri  Edwards  —  Administrative  Assistant 

Mike  Case  —  MSW  Social  Worker 

Rev.  Richard  Hodges  —  Family  Therapist 

Rev.  Dan  Bouysou  —  Counselor 
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“For  everything  there  is  a  season  ...”  Ecc.  3:1 

Religion  has  always  recognized  the  rhythm  of  life.  There  is  a  genius  in  the 
church  year,  that  cycle  of  celebration  that  begins  in  the  dark  days  of  Ad¬ 
vent,  enters  into  the  blaze  of  Christmas,  subsides  again  to  climb  slowly  and 
painfully  through  Lent,  climbs  along  the  Via  Dolorosa  of  Palm  Sunday  and 
Good  Friday  to  greet  the  dawn  of  Easter  Day,  and  then  on  again  in  the  glow 
of  that  experience  to  Pentecost  and  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit. 

The  church  year  not  only  follows  the  life  of  Christ,  it  follows  the  very 
rhythm  of  life  itself.  Incarnation,  Crucifixion,  Resurrection  are  not  only 
stages  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  they  are  true  according  to  inward  experience. 

So  when  Ecclesiastes  says,  “For  everything  there  is  a  season  . . . ,”  it  is 
not  being  pious,  but  practical. 

But  then  the  two  things  are,  or  should  be,  one.  The  Christian  life  is  not  an 
alternative  to  human  life,  it  is  human  life  lived  according  to  its  own  proper 
nature.  Jesus  didn’t  come  to  make  good  Jews  or  good  Christians,  but  to 
make  us  good  people. 

And  in  this  process  there  are  “times"  and  "seasons,"  “a  time  to  get  and  a 
time  to  cast  away.”  In  every  developing  life  there  is  a  Lenten  period,  a  time 
for  fasting,  a  time  to  simplify  life,  to  get  rid  of  the  clutter. 

Lent  says  to  all  of  us,  "Here’s  your  chance  to  take  stock,”  not  how  many 
things  can  you  get  rid  of,  but  how  many  things  do  you  actually  own? 

In  this  connection,  I  sometimes  think  we  have  so  many  opinions  on  reli¬ 
gion  that  they  actually  get  in  the  way  of  religion.  I  remember  the  words  of 
P.  T  Forsyth,  the  Scottish  theologian,  who  was  always  crying  out  for  a  min¬ 
imal  creed  and  a  maximum  faith.  He  said,  "A  few  mighty  truths  that  cap¬ 
ture,  fire  and  mold  the  whole  person  are  worth  more  than  a  correct 
conspectus  of  the  total  area  of  divine  knowledge.” 

Let  us  examine,  this  Lent,  those  few  things.  I  don’t  know  what  they  will  be 
for  you:  God’s  wonderful  kindness,  Christ  the  revelation  of  God  who  pro¬ 
vides  us  a  model  of  being  human,  the  promise  that  God  is  our  Finisher  as 
well  as  our  Creator.  The  test  is:  are  we  willing  and  eager  to  organize  life 
around  any  one  of  these? 


Louisiana  to  Host  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in NewOrleans 


Visitors  wishing  to  attend  the  sessions 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  in  New 
Orleans  July  12-15,  1988  should  make 
their  hotel  reservations  early,  it  has  been 
announced  by  the  Jurisdictional  Office. 

The  Marriott  Hotel  has  been  designat¬ 
ed  as  the  official  site  for  the  Conference 


1988  South  Central 
Jurisdictional 
Conference 

United  Methodist  Church 
July  12-15,  1988 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana 


and  is  the  place  where  all  business  ses¬ 
sions  and  committee  meetings  will  be 
held.  Persons  wishing  to  make  room  res¬ 
ervations  may  write  the  Marriott  Hotel, 
555  Canal  Street,  New  Orleans,  LA  70140, 
or  call  504/581-1000.  In  order  to  receive 
the  convention  rate  please  identify  your¬ 


self  as  a  visitor  to  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdictional  Conference.  Do  not  use  the 
Marriott’s  800  WATS  number  in  the  tele¬ 
phone  directory  as  they  cannot  provide 
the  cheaper  rate  for  rooms. 

The  Business  Sessions  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  will  be  held  July  13  and  14.  The 
Consecration  Service  for  new  bishops 
will  be  held  in  the  historic  Saint  Louis 
Cathedral  at  10:00  a.m.  on  July  15. 

The  Holy  Communion  and  Memorial 
Service  will  be  held  at  6:30  p.m.,  on  July 
12  at  the  hotel.  This  will  be  followed  by  a 
fellowship  time  honoring  the  Episcopal 
Family. 

The  Laity  Breakfast  will  be  held  at 
6:30  a  m.  July  13,  in  the  Acadia  Ballroom 
of  the  hotel.  Tickets  are  $8.75  each  and 
include  gratuity.  Tickets  shall  be  made 
available  to  the  lay  head  of  each  Annual 
Conference  Delegation  and  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  those  persons. 

Delegations  wishing  to  arrange  special 
meals  should  contact  Tony  Goebel,  ca¬ 
tering  manager  at  the  Marriott,  504/581- 
1000,  Ext.  4219. 


Clergy  Women’s  Retreat  Set  for 
Tall  Timbers  Center,  April  14-15 


There  will  be  a  Clergy  Women's  Re¬ 
treat  at  Tall  Timbers  Retreat  Center 
April  14-15.  The  theme  for  the  retreat  is 
"Women  and  Wholeness:  The  Recovery 
of  Spirituality."  The  retreat  is  scheduled 
to  begin  at  2  p.m.  on  Thursday,  April  14 
and  will  conclude  at  3:30  p.m.  on  Friday, 
April  15.  (Please  note  change  in  the  origi¬ 
nally  announced  times.) 

This  event  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Clergy  Women  and  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry.  Dr.  Theresa  McCon¬ 
nell  will  be  leading  the  worship  and  mu¬ 
sic  at  the  retreat.  She  is  the  Chaplain  at 
Green  Oaks  Psychiatric  Hospital  in  Dal¬ 
las. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  event  is  Rev. 
Beverly  Sawyer,  Associate  Dean  for 
Community  Life  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  Rev.  Sawyer  is  a  native  of 
North  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  where  she 
attended  public  schools,  receiving  her 
high  school  degree  in  1970  from  North 
Little  Rock  High  School.  She  received  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  Religion  and  En¬ 
glish  from  Baylor  in  1974  and  she  re¬ 
ceived  her  masters  from  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  in  1979.  Rev.  Sawyer  is  an 
ordained  Elder  in  the  Little  Rock  Annual 
Conference.  Rev.  Sawyer  has  served  on 
many  church  and  civic  boards.  She  cur¬ 
rently  serves  on  the  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry  of  the  Little  Rock  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  on  a  National  Task  Force  of 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  She  is  also  the 
author  of  a  book  of  prayers,  “Singer  of 
Seasons." 

The  Retreat  is  open  to  women  current¬ 
ly  pastoring  a  church  or  charge,  or  cur¬ 


rently  serving  any  appointment.  Also, 
any  women  currently  in  Seminary,  pre¬ 
paring  for  ordained  ministry  are  eligible 
to  attend. 

Some  scholarship  funds  are  available 
if  needed.  The  cost  of  registration  is  $25 
for  overnight.  Meals  are  included  and 
one  full  CEU  credit  is  available  for  those 
attending. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  (504)  272-0850. 


SPEAKER  —  Rev.  Beverly  Sawyer 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  Cler¬ 
gy  Women’s  Retreat. 


TMT’88- 


Video  Workshops  Scheduled 


Between  500  and  600  videoconferenced 
"TMT  ’88”  workshops  are  expected  to 
meet  across  the  country  during  the  three 
weekends  in  April.  At  present,  some  66 
conferences  have  registered  sites  for  the 
curriculum  and  workshops,  according  to 
David  Hazelwood,  director  of  interpreta¬ 
tion  and  field  services.  Division  of 
Church  School  Publications,  General 
Board  of  Discipleship.  Live  telecasts 
transmitted  by  satellite  will  provide 
leadership  from  a  central  U.S.  location 
to  the  workshop  sites’  satellite  dishes. 


TMT  is  a  new  response  to  a  long-heard 
concern  in  the  church.  It  is  a  new  effort 
to  reinforce  some  of  the  basics  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education.  TMT  stands  for: 

Teaching  invitationally  —  that  is, 
teaching  in  such  a  way  that  persons  — 
children,  youth  and  adults  —  are  invited 


to  respond  to  Christ’s  call  to  follow  him; 

Making  disciples  —  that  is,  teaching 
in  such  a  way  that  learners  —  children, 
youth,  adults  —  are  challenged  and 
equipped  to  live  as  Christian  disciples 
wherever  they  are;  and 

Teaching  for  commitment  —  that  is, 
teaching  in  such  a  way  that  persons  — 
children,  youth  and  adults  —  make  those 
decisions  and  those  life  sustaining  com¬ 
mitments  to  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and 
Lord  that  enable  them  to  live  the  life 
abundant  and  the  life  everlasting. 


Teachers  have  long  tried  to  teach  invi¬ 
tationally,  make  disciples,  and  teach  for 
commitment;  but  this  new  program  in¬ 
volves  special  attention  to  providing  cur¬ 
riculum  resources,  teacher  materials, 
teacher  training,  and  fellowship  activi¬ 
ties  that  will  sharpen  every  teacher’s 


skills  in  TMT. 

New  resources  having  first  use  this 
fall  and  other  resources  recently  intro¬ 
duced  were  developed  to  serve  this  ef¬ 
fort,  said  Orion  N.  Hutchinson  Jr.,  the 
UMC’s  editor  of  church  school  publica¬ 
tions. 

'  Making  your  faith  contagious  — 
that's  what  invitational  teaching  is  all 
about.  While  invitational  teaching  has  al¬ 
ways  been  an  underlying  premise  in  our 
curriculum  resources,  we  are  now  seek¬ 
ing  to  bring  this  more  to  the  surface.  We 
want  to  help  teachers  be  more  intention¬ 
al  about  teaching  invitationally,  because 
so  many  teachers  have  said  they  need 
help  when  their  students  reach  moments 
of  commitment." 

Video  conference  leadership  will  be 
provided  by  host  Hilly  Hicks,  producer 
with  United  Methodist  Communications 
and  the  co-host  of  “Catch  the  Spirit”  tele¬ 
vision  program.  Leaders  for  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  age  level  are  MaryJane  Pierce 
Norton,  Director  of  Young  Children's 
Ministry,  General  Board  of  Discipleship 
and  Ron  Pruess,  Minister  of  Children’s 
Ministries  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  Orlando,  Florida.  Leading  the 
youth  videoconference  will  be  Sid 
Fowler,  associate  pastor  at  West  End 
UMC,  Nashville,  Tennessee  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  Moore,  associate  professor  of 
Christian  Education  and  Theology, 
Claremont  School  of  Theology,  Clare¬ 


mont.  California.  Leading  the  adult 
workshops  will  be  Nan  Foltz,  leadership 
development  director,  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Conference  and  Jim  Moore,  senior 
pastor  at  St.  Luke's  UMC  in  Houston, 
Texas. 

Each  two-and-a-half  hour  workshop 
provides  45  minutes  of  training  by  the 
televised  leaders  and  70  minutes  of  study 
and  discussion  by  the  local  participants 
and  leadership.  Another  35  minutes  are 
allowed  for  a  televised  period  in  which 
the  central-location  leaders  answer  ques¬ 
tions  telephoned  in  from  the  workshop 
sites.  Even  after  the  videoconference  is 
off  the  air,  telephoned  questions  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  answered  by  the  national 
leaders  for  at  least  another  30  minutes. 

Each  age-level  workshop  will  be  of¬ 
fered  four  times  in  the  contiguous  states, 
with  special  time  on  Saturdays  for  par¬ 
ticipants  in  Hawaii  and  Alaska.  All  tele¬ 
casts  will  be  via  Westar  4.  There  will  be 
only  one  transponder  coordinate  —  23  — 
for  all  Saturday  transmissions  Sunday 
coordinates  are:  April  10  (Channel  19), 
April  17  (Channel  23).  and  April  24  (Chan¬ 
nel  14,  vertical).  There  will  be  only  one 
coordinate  —  19  —  for  Monday  trans¬ 
missions. 

Each  district  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  has  scheduled  these  telecasts.  You 
are  urged  to  check  with  your  district  of¬ 
fice  for  the  exact  time  and  place  this 
event  will  take  place  in  your  area. 


-Around  the  Conference 


Raising  Money  Workshop  Set  — 
A  Stewardship  Training  Event 


A  GOOD  CAUSE  —  Representatives  of  the  Jackson/Ethel  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  are  shown  presenting  a  check  for  $400  to  Will  Knight.  Will  needs  a 
liver  transplant  and  has  to  have  $100,000  on  account  to  be  placed  on  the  preferred 
donor  list.  The  youth  raised  the  money  by  manning  a  dunking  booth  during  the  Au¬ 
tumn  Outdoor  Festival  in  Jackson.  Pictured  are  Rev.  Jack  Phelps,  Mrs.  Donna 
Knight,  Will  Knight,  Jay  Hadden,  Matt  Leggett,  Youth  President;  Kimberly  Taylor, 
treasurer;  Larry  Jones,  youth  coordinator;  Elaine  Parrenin,  youth  coordinator; 
Sandy  Jones,  secretary;  and  Rhea  Dudley. 


The  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
in  cooperation  with  the  Office  of  Finance 
and  Field  Service,  National  Division, 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is 
sponsoring  a  Stewardship  Training 
Weekend,  April  8-9  at  the  Ramada  Hotel 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  purpose  of  this  workshop  is  to 
train  pastors  and  local  church  leader¬ 
ship  in  fundraising,  so  they  may  have 
more  effective  local  church  budget  finan¬ 
cial  campaigns. 

Training  for  this  event  will  be  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  James  L.  Barber.  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  of  the  Office  of  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Field  Service.  He  and  his 
team  will  endeavor  to  give  guidance  in 
the  basic  theory  of  fund-raising,  the  or¬ 
ganizing  and  preparing  for  a  local 
church  campaign  and  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  this  campaign  in  the  local  church. 


Two  workshops  will  be  held  Saturday 
morning  that  will  assist  local  churches  in 
planning  and  communicating  a  financial 
campaign,  as  well  as  the  importance  and 
know-how  for  the  continuation  of  such  a 
stewardship  program  within  the  local 
church. 

Registration  begins  at  5:30  p.m.  on 
Friday,  April  8  and  the  workshop  contin¬ 
ues  through  Friday  evening  and  Satur¬ 
day.  with  the  wrap-up  session  being  held 
on  Saturday  at  11:30  a.m. 

The  registration  fee  of  $25  per  person 
includes  dinner  and  a  continental  break¬ 
fast.  The  cost  of  the  room  at  the  Ramada 
is  $33  per  night.  The  registration  fee  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  Conference  Office  and 
room  reservations  made  directly 
through  the  Ramada  Hotel. 

Registration  is  limited,  so  please  send 
yours  today! 


-^n^EqiSTRATiONl. 


SINGING  TO  SWEETHEARTS  —  The  Methodist  Men  of  the  Bayou  Blue  UMC 
held  their  annual  Sweetheart  Banquet  on  Feb.  20.  Myles  Floyd  was  the  coordinator 
of  the  event,  with  54  in  attendance.  A  highlight  of  the  evening  was  music  provided 
by  former  members  of  the  Magnolia  Quartet.  Pictured  from  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  Andy 
Foreman,  James  Savoie.  Wayne  Duplantis,  Earl  Savoie  and  Mvles  Flovd. 


ADDRESS 


suruti  SCOUTS  —  Magnolia  and  Bethel  UMCs  observed  "Boy  Scout  Sunday”  in 
February  in  grand  style.  At  Magnolia,  Scout  Chris  Turner  led  the  morning  worship 
and  gave  an  inspirational  message  while  other  scouts  acted  as  ushers  and  greeters. 
Bethel  UMC  had  scouts  serving  as  flag  bearers,  ushers,  and  greeters.  During  the 
service,  area  scout  representatives  installed  Jamie  Bueche  as,  an  Eagle  Scout.  Pic¬ 
tured  with  Jamie  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Mr.  L.  Bueche,  Mrs.  L.  Bueche  and  Rev.  Robert 
Peterson. 

Listening  Session  set  by  Delegat 

_ o _ •  _  ,  .  ...  „  _ 


The  delegates  to  General  and  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  will  hold  "listening 
sessions"  for  the  Conference  on  Satur¬ 
day.  April  16.  There  will  be  two  simulta¬ 
neous  sessions  —  one  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  state  at  Noel  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport  and  the  other  in 
the  southern  part  at  First  United  Meth¬ 


odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Both 
ings  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 

Delegates  will  present  issues  tha 
be  coming  before  General  Confe 
and  then  be  prepared  to  have  dia 
with  the  group.  Clergy  and  laity 
throughout  the  state  are  invited  tc 
ticipate  in  either  of  these  two  sessio 


(Street/Box)  (City)  (State)  (Zip)  (Phone  #  with  area  code) 
LOCAL  CHURCH  DISTRICT  _ _ 


Make  check  payable  to  Louisiana  Conference  and  mail  this  portion  of  the 
registration  form,  along  with  your  $25  fee.  to: 

Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70802-5720 


New  Orleans  District  Plans 
Annual  Laity  Banquet ,  April  1 6 


Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  District  Superin¬ 
tendent,  and  Bill  Baker,  District  Lay 
Leader,  announce  the  annual  New 
Orleans/Slidell  District  Lay  Banquet 
will  be  held  on  April  16,  1988,  6:00  p.m. 
to  9:00  p.m.,  at  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Slidell. 

The  theme  this  year  is  Lay  Christian 
Outreach,  and  representatives  from 
Habitat  for  Humanity,  Meals  on  Wheels, 
Operation  Mainstream  and  Greater  New 
Orleans  Urban  Ministries  will  be  present 
to  explain  how  local  churches  can  be¬ 
come  involved  in  these  programs  to  as¬ 
sist  the  less  fortunate. 

We  are  very  fortunate  to  have  Dr. 
William  Oden  of  Enid,  Oklahoma  as 
our  speaker.  Dr.  Oden  is  in  his  fourth 
year  as  pastor  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Enid.  The  author  of  three 
books,  he  holds  three  earned  degrees,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Doctor  of  Theology  degree  at 
Boston  University.  The  Oklahoma  Con¬ 
ference  has  endorsed  Dr.  Oden  as  their 
choice  for  election  as  a  bishop  this  sum¬ 
mer.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  four 
General  Conferences  and  six  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conferences,  leading  the  clergy 
delegation  in  1984  and  1988. 

No  banquet  would  be  complete  without 
good  music  and  excellent  food.  The  mu¬ 
sic  will  be  furnished  by  groups  frojn 


Munholland  and  Bethany  while  Rev.  Ed 
Pickens  promises  a  first  class  fish  fry 
prepared  by  First  Church,  Slidell. 


LECTURER  —  Dr.  William  Oden  of 
Oklahoma  will  J>e  the:  spepher  at  the 
New  Orleans  District  Annual  fealty  Ban¬ 
quet. 
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Promoting  ‘realistic  fear’  of  AIDS 


A  recent  warning  that  AIDS  poses  a 
greater  threat  to  heterosexuals  than 
commonly  assumed  merits  more  respect 
than  some  health  experts  have  given  it. 

World  Health  Organization  officials 
have  publicly  denounced  that  warning  by 
prominent  sex  therapists.  William  Mas¬ 
ters  and  Virginia  Johnson,  as  “irrespon¬ 
sible"  and  “idle  speculation." 

The  fuss  focuses  on  Masters'  and  John¬ 
son's  recent  study  of  800  heterosexuals. 
Half  were  monogamous,  half  were  sexual¬ 
ly  promiscuous.  Their  findings,  reported  in 
a  new  book  and  hyped  by  stories  in  "News¬ 
week"  and  "Time"  magazines,  contradict 
widely-shared  assumptions  that  AIDS 
poses  little  danger  for  heterosexuals. 

They  found  that  some  six  percent  of 
the  promiscuous  group  (versus  .25  per¬ 
cent  of  the  monogamous  group)  carry 
the  AIDS  virus.  Based  on  that  finding, 
Masters  and  Johnson  conclude  that  AIDS 
is  likely  to  “escalate”  rapidly  among 
promiscuous  heterosexuals. 

In  light  of  that  grim  possibility,  they 
call  (1)  for  more  research  on  the  impact 
of  AIDS  on  heterosexuals  and  (2)  for  faith¬ 
ful  sexual  monogamy  as  the  most  respon¬ 
sible  lifestyle  for  sexually  active  people. 

We  find  such  conclusions  anything  but 
"kUe"  or  “irresponsible."  That’s  so  despite 
legitimate  questions  raised  by  critics  about 
the  researchers’  methodology,  primarily 
their  failure  to  submit  their  findings  to  cus¬ 
tomary  professional  “peer  review." 

That  possible  flaw  does  not  outweigh 
the  equally  legitimate  importance  of 
sounding  an  alarm  when  any  cause  for 
concern  exists  about  the  well-being  of 
vast  numbers  of  people. 

That  concern  is  well  placed  in  the  case  of 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome. 
No  cure  for  or  vaccine  against  the  deadly 
'IDS  virus  exists,  and  none  is  expected  to 
be  found  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


What  is  irresponsible  under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  is  to  downplay  the  potential 
danger  of  AIDS  to  anyone.  While  practic¬ 
ing  homosexuals  and  intravenous  drug 
users  are  known  to  be  “high  risk”  groups 
for  contracting  AIDS,  the  corresponding 
risks  for  heterosexuals  are  less  known. 

Both  critics  and  supporters  of  the  Mas- 
ters-Johnson  study  admit  that  research  on 
the  effects  of  AIDS  among  U.S.  heterosex¬ 
uals  is  scanty.  And  it  should  be  sufficient 
cause  for  concern  that  many  experts  think 
heterosexuals  are  the  primary  carriers  of 
the  AIDS  virus  in  some  other  parts  of  the 
world,  particularly  Africa. 

We  believe  that  Masters  and  Johnson, 
by  promoting  a  "realistic  fear”  of  AIDS 
among  promiscuous  heterosexuals,  have 
shown  needed  prophetic  courage  on  this 
issue.  They  have  dared  to  do  what  most 
AIDS  researchers  have  not:  Shed  "re¬ 
spectable”  scientific  detachment  and  is¬ 
sue  a  strong  warning  against  the 
potentially  catastrophic  spread  of  AIDS 
via  promiscuous  heterosexual  behavior. 

In  a  style  akin  to  the  biblical  prophets, 
Masters  and  Johnson  have  risked  disfavor 
with  and  disrepute  among  their  profes¬ 
sional  peers— society’s  so-called  "ex¬ 
perts” — in  favor  of  a  more  basic  purpose: 
the  long-term  welfare  of  human  life. 

And,  although  they  claim  to  be  speak¬ 
ing  from  no  explicitly  religious  perspec¬ 
tive,  they  forcefully  call  for  a  preventive 
measure— sexual  fidelity— that  is  firmly 
rooted  in  the  moral  wisdom  of  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments. 

As  Christians,  we  should  not  encour¬ 
age  people  to  panic.  We  should  encour¬ 
age  people  to  consider  in  advance  the 
potential  consequences  of  their  actions. 
In  that  regard,  we  should  affirm  the 
Masters- Johnson  warning  as  a  realistic 
and  morally  sound  "voice  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness"  in  the  battle  against  AIDS. 
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Here  I  Stand 


Fundamentalism:  Another  word  for  literalism 


By  CLIFFORD  ZIRKEL 

"Most  mainline  church  laypeople, 
but  apparently  fewer  and  fewer  cler¬ 
gy,  are  willing  to  carry  the  fundamen¬ 
talist  label,” 
according  to  a 
complaint  in  a 
Letter  to  the  Edi-  I 
tor  some  months  | 
ago. 

Last  year  I  re-  I 
tired  after  35  I 
years  in  the  min-  ■ 
istry.  Many  years  Clifford  Zirkel 
ago,  I  came  to  the  conviction  that  BE¬ 
CAUSE  of  my  liberal  leanings  I  am  a 
fundamentalist,  while  those  who 
claim  to  be  fundamentalists  are  noth¬ 
ing  of  the  kind,  at  least  in  matters  of 
biblical  interpretation. 

Actually,  they  are  literalists.  Con¬ 
sequently,  they  miss  many  of  the  fun¬ 
damental  truths  of  the  Scripture.  I 
also  realized  that  almost  all  of  my 
fellow  clergy,  and  most  laity  I  knew, 
were  in  the  same  camp  with  me. 

And  so  was  my  grandmother, 
though  she  would  deny  it.  That  saintly 
Presbyterian,  age  85,  once  said  to  me, 
“I  believe  every  word  in  the  Bible, 
cover  to  cover,”  and  then  with  con¬ 
siderable  emphasis  added,  “I  am  a 
fundamentalist.” 

I  asked,  “  How  can  you  be  so  active 
in  your  church  when  St.  Paul  wrote, 
‘The  women  should  keep  silence  in  the 
churches’?”  (1  Corinthians  14:34). 

She  thought  for  a  moment,  and  then 
said,  “Well,  the  reason  Paul  wrote 
that  was  because  he  wanted  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  Christian  church  in  Greece, 
and  he  knew  that  the  Greeks  would 
not  be  sympathetic  to  any  movement 


that  allowed  women  to  have  a  voice 
in  its  operation." 

Her  response  amazed  me 

I  was  amazed  by  her  response  and 
commended  her  for  her  insight,  but 
added  that  she  was  interpreting  Scrip¬ 
ture,  and,  therefore,  was  not  a  funda¬ 
mentalist  in  the  popular  sense  of 
taking  the  Bible  literally. 

A  dedicated  layman,  who  smoked 
two  packs  a  day,  asked  me  how  I  as  a 
minister  could  justify  smoking  a  pipe 
now  and  then.  I  replied  to  this  man, 
who  was  a  self-styled  fundamentalist, 
“Cigarette  smoking  is  not  mentioned 
in  the  Bible,  but  pipe  smoking  is.” 

I  "supported”  my  bias  by  quoting 
Psalm  150:4,  “Praise  the  Lord  . . .  with 
strings  and  pipe.” 

He  laughed,  as  I  hoped  he  would, 
and  said,  "Preacher,  you  know  it 
doesn’t  mean  that  kind  of  pipe.”  I 
teased  along  and  said,  “All  I  know  is 
that  the  Bible  says,  ‘Praise  the  Lord 
with  a  pipe,’  and  on  this  point  I  am  a 
literalist.” 

He  became  quite  serious,  and  ex¬ 
plained,  "You  have  to  read  the  word 
‘pipe’  in  the  context  of  the  verse,  and 
the  verse  in  the  context  of  the  entire 
passage,  which  is  about  praising  God 
with  musical  instruments.” 

I  said,  “You  are  exactly  right,  and 
that  is  part  of  what  I  have  been  trying 
to  get  across  to  you  and  the  others  in 
our  Bible  class.” 

Literalists  argue  that  a  man  could 
live  in  a  whale’s  belly  (though  the 
book  of  Jonah  mentions  only  a  “great 
fish”)  for  three  days,  and  so  miss  the 
fundamental  truth  of  this  story:  God’s 
love  reaches  out  to  all  persons. 


Literalists  read  the  Garden  of  Eden 
story  as  historical  fact  and  believe 
that  God  created  Adam  and  Eve  as 
the  first  persons,  to  say  nothing  of  a 
talking  snake  and  a  "knowledge  tree.” 

They  do  not  seem  to  be  bothered  by 
the  fact  that  there  are  two  stories  of 
Creation  (Genesis  l:l-2:3,  and  Genesis 
2:4-3:24),  and  that  one  of  the  chief  dif¬ 
ferences  is  in  the  sequence  of  the 
events  in  creation. 

Literalists  miss  the  truth 

Because  of  their  literal  interpreta¬ 
tion  they  miss  the  fundamental  truth  of 
the  goodness  of  all  of  creation  as  clear¬ 
ly  stated  in  the  first  story  of  creation. 

In  reading  the  second  story,  the  lit¬ 
eralists  miss  the  fundamental  truth  of 
“original  sin”  by  speaking  of  being 
“born  in  sin,”  implying  that  sexual  in¬ 
tercourse  in  sinful. 

But  the  point  of  the  story  is  that  the 
original  sin  is  “pride,”  the  source  or 
origin  of  our  human  cussedness.  Be¬ 
cause  literalists  accept  the  creation 
stories  as  located  at  a  particular  time 
and  place  in  human  history,  they  miss 
the  eternal  and  universal  relevance  of 
what  the  story  teaches  about  sin  and 
human  nature. 

Literalists  make  the  virgin  birth 
stories  central  to  the  Christian  faith, 
ignoring  the  facts  that  the  birth  sto¬ 
ries  are  found  in  only  two  of  the  four 
Gospels,  and  that  neither  Jesus  nor 
Paul  refers  to  the  birth  of  Jesus  nor 
do  they  ever  make  believing  it  a  con¬ 
dition  for  discipleship  and  salvation. 

“Literalism”  in  its  wooden  rigidity 
misses  the  truth  about  the  humanity 
of  Jesus,  and  destroys  the  beauty,  po¬ 
etry  and  mystery  of  the  “Christmas 


stories,"  which  celebrate  his  divinity. 

Closed  mind  presupposed 

The  spirit  of  literalism  tends  to 
promote  dogmatism  and  self-righ¬ 
teousness  as  arrogantly  suggested  by 
the  bumper  sticker,  "The  Bible  says 
it,  I  believe  it,  that  settles  it.”  Such  a 
spirit  presupposes  a  closed  mind. 

As  long  as  a  person  continues  to  asli 
questions,  God  has  a  chance  to  "get 
through”  to  that  person  with  the  word 
of  grace  and  hope,  that  saving  word 
found  in  Scripture,  though  it  is  at 
times  obscured  by  the  words.  But  we 
are  found  by  THE  Word  that  became 
flesh,  even  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  to  recognize  those 
who  claim  to  be  fundamentalists  for 
what  they  really  are:  "literalists.” 

The  time  has  come  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith  to  realize  that  adjectives 
like  “intellectual”  or  "liberal"  used 
before  the  word,  “Christian"  are  not 
terms  of  derision  as  used  by  some  lit¬ 
eralists,  but  just  might  describe  au¬ 
thentic  “fundamentalists.” 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s 
contributor,  the  Rev.  Clifford  Zirkel, 
lives  in  Austin,  Texas,  and  is  a  retired 
ministerial  member  of  the  Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to:  “ Here  l  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


UMC  is  imprisoned  by  the  pursuit  of  power 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Feb.  26  editorial  headlined, 
"  ‘Healthy  fighting’:  a  potent  witness,”  is 
on  target.  Support  of  Bishop  Colaw’s  idea 
of  a  “productive  fight”  is  needed. 

Tragically,  however,  we  can’t  have 
such  a  fight  because  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  system  is  locked  into  uniformity- 
loyalty  to  the  system. 

We  quickly  image  anyone  who  ques¬ 
tions  the  system  as  a  troublemaker,  dis¬ 
loyal  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Secondly,  we  can’t  have  such  a  fight 
because  we  don’t  possess  pluralistic 
methods  of  management  to  wisely  han¬ 
dle  our  pluralism. 

United  Methodism  has  become  impris¬ 
oned  in  a  process  that  is  dominated  by 
the  pursuit  of  power  through  politics. 
Even  our  relationships  in  connectional 
ministries  are  undercut  by  our  fuzzy  think¬ 
ing  about  purpose  and  our  preoccupation 
with  caucus  politics— pursuit  of  power. 

John  N.  Grenfell  Jr. 

Plymouth,  Michigan 

Column  scored  a  point 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  March  11  issue,  Daniel  J.  Louis 
scored  an  important  point  by  denying 
any  need  to  identify  the  tomb  of  Christ. 
Gordon’s  Calvary  and  the  Garden  Tomb 
illustrate  this  contention  very  well. 

They  go  back  to  a  proposal  by  a  Ger¬ 
man  pastor,  Otto  Thenius,  in  1842.  A  gen¬ 
eration  later,  General  Gordon  imagined 
a  gigantic  skeleton  lying  on  its  right  side. 

Starting  with  what  he  considered  a 
skull-shaped  limestone  knoll,  he  called 
the  vast  underground  quarry,  just  inside 
the  old-city  northern  wall,  the  chest  cavi¬ 
ty.  The  southeastern  corner  of  the  tem¬ 
ple  wall  made  a  handy  hip  joint.  Another 
600  meters  downhill,  he  placed  the  skele¬ 
ton’s  feet  at  biblical  Zion’s  southern  tip. 
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Historians  and  excavators  agree  that 
no  historical  or  archaeological  evidence 
supports  the  Thenius  and  Gordon  theory. 
Meanwhile,  a  heap  of  such  evidence  mili¬ 
tates  strongly  against  it. 

David  Hunsberger 
Spring  City,  Pennsylvania 

I’m  confused 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  a  curious  question.  I  have  be¬ 
come  confused  as  to  where  the  new  in¬ 
terpretations  of  the  Bible  are  coming 
from  and  why. 

Some  of  our  church  leaders  seem  to  be 
debating  about  who  or  what  gender  God 
is.  And  modern  hymn  writers  are  writing 
hymns  about  Mother  God. 

These  alone  are  confusing.  But  what 
has  really  raised  a  question  in  my  mind 
is  the  interpretation  I  have  been  hearing 
of  1  Corinthians  13:1.  The  King  James 
version:  “Though  I  speak  with  the 

tongues  of  men  and  angels _ ”  J.  B. 

Phillips  translation:  “If  I  speak  with  the 

eloquence  of  men  and  angels _ ”  The 

Good  News  for  Modern  Man:  "I  may  be 
able  to  speak  the  languages  of  men  and 
even  angels _ ” 

The  interpretation  I  have  been  hearing 
from  our  church  leaders  has  really  con¬ 
fused  me.  Their  interpretation  is  similar: 
“Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men 
and  women  and  angels _ ” 

I  guess  what  really  confuses  me  about 
this  interpretation  is  that  I  have  always 
thought  that  women  and  angels  were  the 
same  thing. 

Charles  R.  Pearson 
Carrollton,  Ohio 

This  is  ‘Christian’? 

To  the  Editor: 

Assessing  the  comments  made  by 
George  S.  Rigby  Jr.  (see  UMR  Letters, 
Feb.  26)  in  response  to  Bishop  Leroy  Ho- 
dapp’s  indignation  towards  support  of 
Contra  aid  as  a  “serious  misunderstand¬ 
ing  of  both  biblical  faith  and  the  great 
documents  of  the  founding  of  our  na¬ 
tion,"  one  must  come  to  face  the  reality 
that,  even  within  our  denomination,  we 
find  people  displaying  extremist  atti¬ 
tudes  and  ideas  that  are  used  to  mislead 
others  under  the  presumption  of  being 
"Christian.” 

Such  a  case  can  be  made  based  on  Mr. 
Rigby's  statement  that  “There  are  Chris¬ 
tians  who  support  aid  to  the  contras  and 
who  do  so  out  of  faith  and  conscience.” 

Unwilling  or  unable  to  understand  Je¬ 
sus’  stance  on  the  delivery  of  peace  by 
believers  to  members  of  all  nations,  peo¬ 
ple  like  Mr.  Rigby  go  out  of  their  way  to 
promote  misconceptions,  such  as  blatant 
intrusion  of  international  affairs  through 
armed  aggression,  terror  and  death  "in 
the  name  of  Christ." 

Certainly,  one  can  agree  with  him  on 
"no  person  of  faith  having  a  corner  on 
the  market  of  religious  truth— no,  not 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Therefore  do  not  be  anxious  about  to¬ 
morrow,  for  tomorrow  will  be  anxious 
for  itself.  Let  the  day’s  own  trouble  be 
sufficient  for  the  day.” 
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My  Witness 

Alcohol  and  drug  treatment 
in  Christian  setting  is  special \ 


Book 


Chapter 


(Last  week's  answer:  Philippians  4:11-13 ) 

Readings  for  week  of  March  28 

Monday:  Psalms  31:9-16 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  50:4-9 
Wednesday:  Philippians  2:5-11 
Thursday:  Mark  14:1-32 
Friday:  Mark  14:33-72 
Saturday:  Mark  15:1-47 
Sunday:  Mark  16:1-8 


even  a  bishop!”  It  is,  however,  very  dis¬ 
concerting  to  see  him  reflect  the  manner 
in  which  we  are  to  apply  the  Gospel  to 
the  "hard  issues  of  our  time,"  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  convince  us  that  such  actions 
are  a  result  of  "faith  and  conscience.” 

What  a  shame!  True  faith  and  con¬ 
science,  as  professed  by  our  Lord,  brings 
about  a  sense  of  conviction  that  works 
towards  developing  further  reconcilia¬ 
tion  in  those  who  are  at  war  with  them¬ 
selves  and  with  God. 

Contra  aid  does  nothing  to  support  this 
"Christian”  precept,  except  to  further 
extend  the  dispute  to  the  detriment  and 
destruction  of  human  life. 

Oswald  Perez 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Pray  for  peace 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  the  president  of  our  country  is 
determined  to  send  more  guns— and  now 
troops— to  help  the  contras  of  Nicara¬ 
gua,  we  should  call  on  every  church  in 
the  United  States  to  set  aside  a  specific 
Sunday  to  pray  for  peace  in  Central 
America,  especially  in  Nicaragua. 

At  the  same  time,  we  should  pray  for 
President  Reagan,  that  he  follow  the 
teachings  of  Jesus  and  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  of  his  actions. 

We  need  to  do  this  quickly! 

Henry  Koestline 
Burke,  Virginia 

Headline  said  it  all 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  back  up  a  Feb.  26  let¬ 
ter  that  commented  on  an  article  in  the 
Feb.  5  issue.  In  the  article,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  officials  re¬ 
quested  United  Methodists  to  support  the 
Palestinians. 

The  letter  referred  to  was  headlined, 
"Stay  out  of  political  fight.” 

That  headline  explained  perfectly  the 
understanding  of  the  problem  that  I 
would  endorse. 

Elizabeth  Squires 
Naples,  Florida 

Add  heartfelt  agreement 

To  the  Editor 

Please  add  my  heartfelt  agreement 
with  Ronald  Cansler  of  Joplin,  Mo.,  re¬ 
garding  Israel's  defense  against  Yasir 
Arafat’s  terrorist  PLO  organization  pos¬ 
ing  as  “Palestine  Freedom  Fighters” 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  19). 

The  land  that  Israel  is  defending  be¬ 
longs  to  Israel— legally,  politically  and 
morally. 

C.  A.  Burke 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Letter  disturbs  me 

To  the  Editor: 

It  disturbs  me  a  great  deal  when  I  read 
a  letter  such  as  the  one  from  Sam  Miller 
who  states  that  God  promised  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  the  land  that  Israel  now 
occupies  and  claims,  and  that  we  should 
recognize  that  claim  as  valid  because 
"God  said  so"  (see  UMR,  Feb.  19). 


God  has  never  said  anything  that  I 
know  of.  But  from  the  dawn  of  history  un¬ 
til  the  present  time  there  are  those  who 
claim  that  God  has  chosen  them  to  act  for 
Him  and  reveal  His  purposes  and  will. 

Since  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  were 
of  the  Hebrew  race,  it  is  only  natural 
they  would  speak  favorably  of  their  fel¬ 
low  Jews. 

Jesus  has  told  us  the  characteristics  of 
God  and  has  given  us  the  standards  by 
which  we  can  judge  those  who  claim  to 
speak  for  Him,  a  God  of  justice,  mercy, 
forgiveness  and  most  important:  LOVE! 

I  cannot  believe  God  would  favor  one 
race  to  the  extent  He  would  authorize 
them  to  kill  others  in  order  to  get  their 
territory.  Can  you  really  believe  a  God 
of  love  would  order  Joshua  to  kill  every 
man,  woman,  and  baby,  as  well  as  ani¬ 
mals  in  Jericho? 

History  is  full  of  horrible  conduct  per¬ 
petuated  by  those  who  sincerely  believed 
they  were  carrying  out  commands  given 
them  by  divine  edict. 

C.  H.  Lark 

Jennings,  Missouri 

Breaking  the  cycle 

To  the  Editor: 

Reading  the  Feb.  19  “Letters  to  the 
Editor”  responding  to  the  article  on  the 
Israeli/Palestinian  clashes  it  was  evi¬ 
dent,  once  again,  how  manipulated  we 
are  by  the  media. 

From  a  historical  perspective  that 
conflict  is  not  recent— from  a  global  per¬ 
spective  it  is  not  unique. 

In  any  current  article  about  the  Israe¬ 
li/Palestinian  situation  one  could  substi¬ 
tute  any  pair  of  dozens  of  groups:  The 
Catholics  and  the  Protestants  in  North¬ 
ern  Ireland,  the  blacks  and  the  whites  in 
South  Africa,  the  Ayatollah  in  Iran— the 
oppressors  and  the  oppressed. 

Each  conflict  is  an  age-old  battle 
shouting  "It’s  my  right,”  each  side  trad¬ 
ing  the  oppressed /oppressor  role  often 
enough  to  keep  the  conflict  alive.  (And 
these  conflicts  do  seem  alive— living, 
breathing  entities.) 

The  tragedy  of  these  conflicts  is  their 
deceptive  complexity  and  their  frequent 
attempts  to  justify  their  perpetration  on 
religious  or  biblical  grounds— rendering 
them,  although  vaguely,  sympathetic  to 
the  "casual”  observer.  It  is  this  sympa¬ 
thy  that  the  media  buys  upon  because  it 
sells  stories. 

As  Christians,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us 
not  to  pass  judgment  on  either  side  of  the 
conflict,  but  to  give  prayerful  consider¬ 
ation  towards  every  group  intended  in 
these  battles  and  towards  a  Christian’s 
role  in  breaking  the  cycle. 

I’ll  never  forget  the  words  of  a  North¬ 
ern  Irish  person  who  said,  referring  to 
Leon  Uris,  author  of  Trinity,  "It  took  an 
American  Jew  to  be  able  to  describe  the 
futility  of  the  conflict  here."  I  won’t  tell 
you  whether  he  was  Catholic  or  Protes¬ 
tant— because  it  really  doesn't  matter. 

Nancy  Wickham 

Tampa,  Florida 


By  JUDITH  K.  ADAMS 

I  began  working  in  the  field  of  chemi¬ 
cal  dependency  treatment  several  years 
ago  as  an  alcoholism  counselor. 

My  work  led  me  through  several 
states,  into  a  number  I — 
of  programs  and 
through  a  variety  of  | 
valuable  learning  ex¬ 
periences. 

I  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  combine  four  I 
unique  learning  and 
growth  experiences  I 
at  the  same  time.  Judith  Adams 
While  working  in  the  field  of  chemical 
dependency  treatment,  I  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  pursue  my  master’s  degree  and 
my  doctorate,  to  be  married  to  a  some¬ 
times-recovering  alcoholic-drug  addict, 
and  to  work  on  my  own  recovery. 

These  experiences  were  valuable,  but 
it  was  not  until  last  year  that  I  realized 
what  I  was  being  prepared  for  by  God.  I 
was  led  to  employment  in  a  Christ-cen¬ 
tered  alcoholism  and  drug  dependency 
treatment  program— one  of  just  a  few 
such  programs  in  the  nation. 

We  are  truly  amazed 

As  God  has  been  bringing  this  pro¬ 
gram  together,  we  are  truly  amazed  at 
the  number  of  chemically  dependent 
people  in  need  of  such  services. 

Across  the  country,  the  drug  problem  is 
growing.  Public  awareness  of  alcoholism 
and  drug  abuse  is  also  increasing.  The 
number  of  programs  for  alcoholism  and 
chemical  dependency  is  also  growing. 

In  contrast  to  these  areas  of  growth,  we 
are  also  aware  of  several  areas  in  which 
we  are  lacking.  We  have  not  been  able  to 
make  a  significant  impact  on  the  sub¬ 
stance  abuse  problem  in  the  United  States. 

Within  the  church,  we  often  do  not  recog¬ 
nize  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  among  our 
members  and,  when  we  do  become  aware 
of  a  problem,  we  are  not  well-trained  or 
well-equipped  to  handle  the  problem. 

At  the  same  time,  we  have  not  had  re¬ 
sources  available  to  meet  the  specific 
needs  of  persons  who  are  willing  to  go  to 
treatment  but  would  like  to  receive 
treatment  in  a  Cbrist-centered  program. 

Now  God  has  opened  a  door.  I  am  priv¬ 


ileged  to  work  in  a  program  that  allows; 
us  to  freely  use  Scripture  in  lectures,; 
counseling,  and  therapy  sessions. 

God  has  provided  a  program  in  which 
Christian  principles  are  the  basis,  not 
only  for  our  teaching  and  counseling 
with  patients,  but  for  our  relationships 
with  program  participants  and  relation¬ 
ships  between  staff  members. 

We  can  pray  openly! 

At  times,  the  realization  that  we  can 
pray  openly  with  patients  and  lead  them, 
to  a  personal  relationship  with  Jesus 
Christ  almost  is  beyond  comprehension. 
It  is  a  thrill  to  hear  alcohol  and  drug  pa¬ 
tients  in  praise  and  worship.  Our  goal  is  to 
provide  the, best  of  chemical  dependency 
treatment  in  a  Christian  environment. 

God  has  blessed  us  with  a  beautiful  fa¬ 
cility  in  which  to  operate.  He  has  also 
presented  us  with  a  tremendous  chal¬ 
lenge.  We  have  the  Great  Commission  to 
"go  ye,  therefore,”  and  He  admonishes 
us  to  go  "unto  the  least  of  these.” 

We  are  gladly  accepting  that  chal¬ 
lenge.  Many  tasks  lie  before  us.  I  am  also 
aware  of  my  responsibility  for  teaching 
students  about  chemical  dependency,  for 
training  staff  members  in  chemical  de¬ 
pendency  treatment,  for  “carrying  the 
message”  to  the  Christian  community. 

There  are  still  many  people  suffering 
from  chemical  dependency  who  haven’t 
received  help.  There  are  still  strong  neg¬ 
ative  attitudes  about  chemically  depen¬ 
dent  people  that  haven’t  been  resolved. 

There  are  still  many  young  pastors 
and  Christian  counselors  who  don’t  un¬ 
derstand  the  dynamics  of  the  disease  of 
chemical  dependency.  There  are  still, 
many  pastors  and  ministers  who  want  to, 
help  and  don’t  know  the  best  way  to  pro-, 
ceed.  There  is  still  much  to  be  learned 
about  chemical  dependency,  and  re 
search  is  sorely  needed. 

Gratefully  and  humbly  accepting  this 
challenge  is  my  witness. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian ' 
life.  This  week’s  contributor,  Judith  K.‘ 
Adams,  is  a  member  of  First  United. 
Methodist  Church  in  Drumright,  Okla. 
(Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 


CLASSIFIED 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  of  Youth 

Ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  church.  Salary 
and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  R.  Lee  McKinzie,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  P.O  Drawer  1567,  Shreveport,  LA  71165-1567 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  St  Music  Minis¬ 
tries  for  900-plus  member  church  Degree  and/or  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Salary  negotiable.Send  picture  and 
resume  to  Forest  Hills  United  Methodist  Oiurch,  1217 
Forest  Hill  Rd.,  Macon.  GA  31210.  Attn:  Jerry  Cook. 

ASSISTANT  TO  PASTOR  part  time  at  well  estab¬ 

lished  church.  Contact  Rev.  Powell,  (904)  355-5491, 
Riverside  Park  United  Methodist  Church,  819  Park 
Street.  Jacksonville,  FL  32204. 

VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  DEVELOPMENT  for  the 
Illff  School  of  Theology  sought  Successful  experi¬ 
ence  in  seminary  or  private  college  fund-raising  pre- 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  of  Christian  Education  St 

Program  for  a  935-member  church.  Will  direct  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  youth  programs  with  other  tasks. 
Professional  training  and  experience  is  preferred.  Sal¬ 
ary  negotiable  Inquire,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  428.  Auburn.  IN  46706,  Attn.  J.  Wilbur  Yates. 

Donald  E.  Messer,  The  Illff  School  of  Theology,  2201 
South  University  Boulevard.  Denver,  CO  80210. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  Position  open 
June  1,  1988,  at  1,100-member  church.  Part-time 
work  with  adult  choir,  children's  choirs  and  hand 

CHAPLAIN /DIRECTOR  OF  PASTORAL  CARE, 
U.M. -related  retirement  community  consisting  of 
200  independent  residents  and  120  nursing  patients 
seeks  a  clinically  trained  chaplain.  Experience 
with  elderly  preferred.  Progressive  organization. 
Contact  James  E.  Tallman,  Evangelical  Manor, 
8401  Roosevelt  Blvd.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19152. 

to  Andrew  Price  UMC.  2846  Lebanon  Rd.,  Nash¬ 
ville,  TN  37214,  Attn:  Rev.  Adams  (615)  883-2321. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies 
Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re¬ 
sources,  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt,  Rocky  Moun- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  WEEKDAY  SCHOOL 

needed.  School  of  200  children  ages  3  mos-K  Sept- 
May  and  175  children  ages  3  mos-3rd  grade  sum¬ 
mer  program.  Degree  in  child  development,  early 
childhood  or  related  area  and  experience  in  class¬ 
room.  administration,  and  supervision  of  staff  are 
required.  Send  resume  and  references  to  Jack  W. 
Martin.  3511  Llnkwood.  Houston,  TX  77025 

Box  38.  Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (303)  687-9038. 

AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct.  9th  Los  Ange¬ 
les  connection  Brisbane,  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Bar¬ 
rier  Reef.  Milford  Sound,  Mt  Cook.  Brochures: 
Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Texas  75205. 

CHINA:  MAY  25,  15  days,  five  cities,  $2,395  In¬ 

cludes  airfare,  hotels,  meals,  sightseeing.  Call  Rev. 
Elgar  Soper  (301)641-8384  | 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

as  of  June  1,  1988  in  a  very  active  2.000-member 
church.  Prefer  dlaconal  minister  with  B.A.  in  related 
field,  plus  Master  of  Religious  Education  Degree  and 
experience  Compensation  package  commensurate 
with  training  and  experience.  If  Interested,  send  re¬ 
sume  to  Dr  Tracy  Arnold,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  2727  Jackson  St.,  Alexandria.  LA  71301-4194 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Heifer  Project  Interna¬ 
tional  supervise  125  staff,  $9  million  budget:  reli¬ 
giously  motivated  International  development 
agency  focusing  on  livestock  and  related  services 
and  on  development  education:  $50,000  +  and 
benefits.  Call  1-800-872-2527  for  more  Information 
or  submit  resume  to  Corinne  B  Johnson,  P.O.  Box 
808.  Little  Rock.  AR  72203  before  March  31, 1988. 

Episcopal  Discipline  of  1798",  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  $7.00  including  postage.  Mail  order  and 
check  to  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road.  Evanston.  IL  60201  1 

CHAPLAIN:  Immediate  opening  for  a  Chaplain  at 
Methodist  Children's  Home,  Waco.  Texas.  Duties  In¬ 
clude  preaching  chapel  services,  counseling  (CPE 
hours  preferred),  supervising  religious  education  and 
music  ministries  staff,  Housing  plus  benefits.  Salary 
negotiable.  Apply  Personnel  Dept ,  Methodist  Home. 
1111  Henring  Ave .  Waco.  TX  76708,  (817)753-0181. 
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sounds  loud  and  clear:  Farm  crisis  not  over 

Fifth  UM  consultation  hears  grim  estimates ,  commends  legislation 


MARCH  25,  1988 

Message 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

,  KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  — Never  mind 
;what  some  daily  newspapers  have  said. 
;The  farm  crisis  isn’t  over. 

;  That  was  the  message  from  every  cor¬ 
ner  of  America’s  heartland,  brought  to 
Kansas  City  last  week  during  the  fifth 
iannual  Town  and  Country  Ministries 
Consultation  at  United  Methodist-related 
;St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

!  The  Rev.  Max  E.  Glenn,  a  Disciples  of 
IChrist  minister  and  executive  director  of 
Ag-Link,  an  extensive  coalition  in  Okla¬ 
homa  dealing  with  farm  issues,  de¬ 
scribed  the  plight  of  rural  America  as 
!“more  like  a  Third  World  crisis.” 

!  He  presented  grim  estimates  from  farm 
lorganization  officials,  the  U.S.  Department 


of  Agriculture  and  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau: 

•  Farmers’  1987  share  of  the  consum¬ 
er  food  dollar  was  lower  than  it  had  been 
during  the  Great  Depression. 

•In  1987,  38,000  farms  were  lost,  an 
average  of  a  farm  every  15  minutes. 

•  The  exodus  from  the  farm  continued 
at  a  rate  of  a  family  every  four  min¬ 
utes— 240,000  people  in  1987. 

“The  future  of  land  ownership,  food 
production,  rural  communities  and  glob¬ 
al  economics  is  at  stake,”  said  Dr.  Glenn. 

“Our  Judeo-Christian  tradition  teaches 
that  God  is  always  on  the  side  of  the  poor 
and  oppressed.  The  oppressed  voices  of 
rural  Americans  now  join  those  of  op¬ 


pressed  peoples  throughout  the  world. 
Ultimately,  with  God’s  help,  they  will 
overcome.” 


Message  hammered  home 

About  80  United  Methodist  laypeople  and 
clergy  attending  the  conference  heard 
mental  health  professionals,  farm  and  ru¬ 
ral  crisis  response  coordinators,  and  theolo¬ 
gians  hammer  home  that  message. 

Speakers  called  for  a  style  of  ministry 
that  will  revitalize  rural  areas  and  keep 
people  where  they  are. 

Dr.  Glenn  praised  the  proposed  United 
Methodist  policy  statement,  “U.S.  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Rural  Communities  in  Crisis,”  as 
“one  of  the  best  analyses  I  have  seen.” 

The  document,  drafted  last  year  by 
five  United  Methodist  farmers  after  re¬ 
gional  hearings  all  across  the  United 
States,  calls  for  policies  promoting  a 
“just,  participatory  and  sustainable”  ag¬ 
riculture.  The  statement  will  be  present¬ 
ed  to  General  Conference  convening 
April  26  in  St.  Louis. 

If  adopted,  Dr.  Glenn  believes,  it  can 
be  “a  catalyst  to  bring  people  together 
for  study  and  visioning  at  the  community 
level.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
uniquely  positioned  to  give  creative  lead¬ 
ership  for  the  future,”  he  said. 

“The  connectional  system  with  con¬ 
gregations  in  nearly  every  rural  commu¬ 
nity  and  your  Wesleyan  inheritance  as  a 
movement  of  spirit-led  people  can  pro¬ 
vide  the  impetus  for  a  new  movement,” 
he  told  participants. 

‘Movemental’  effort  needed 

The  Rev.  Bill  Cotton,  a  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  south  central  Iowa,  stressed 
the  importance  of  a  “movemental”  ef¬ 
fort  by  the  church,  not  just  a  “monumen¬ 
tal”  presence. 

"It  can  turn  rural  America  around,” 
he  said  of  the  movemental  approach. 

The  key,  said  Mr.  Cotton,  is  creating  a 
vision,  an  attitude  of  hope,  and  church 
officials'  providing  a  model  of  leadership 
for  rural  communities. 

In  Ringgold  County,  Iowa,  he  said,  an 
innovative  “neighbor-helping-neighbor” 
project  grew  into  a  nearly  $300,000  state¬ 
wide  fund  to  provide  emergency  assis¬ 
tance  and  pump-priming  economic  aid. 

“We  decided  we  would  close  no  churches 
during  the  rural  crisis,"  he  said.  “We  told 
them  we’re  going  to  keep  the  doors  open 
because  (rural  churches)  are  the  last  sign  of 


hope  in  these  communities.” 

Church  officials  must  get  out  and  see 
pastors  and  laypeople  in  rural  communi¬ 
ties,  he  said. 

“That  kind  of  attention  will  get  results.” 

They're  gonna  paint  the  town 

In  little  Thayer,  Iowa— a  town  of  76 
written  off  as  dead— the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  spearheaded  a  drive  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  "congregate”  (communitywide) 
meal  program  and  will  paint  the  town 
May  21,  he  said. 

“That  paint  will  be  a  sign  of  hope  that 
there  is  life  yet  in  Thayer.” 

Projects  like  that  can  breathe  new  life 
into  the  United  Methodist  Church,  he  said. 

“I  can  tell  you  that  is  going  to  do  more 
for  evangelism  than  all  the  church 
growth  programs  in  this  country." 

He  challenged  participants  in  his 
workshop  to  provide  leadership  in  their 
own  communities. 

“Each  one  of  you  needs  to  take  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  place  where  you  are,”  he  said. 

Joan  Blundall,  coordinator  for  the 
Northwest  Iowa  Mental  Health  Center  in 
Spencer,  focused  on  the  stresses  on  farm 
families  and  rural  institutions. 

“Depression  in  families  is  like  a  virus. 
We  catch  it  from  each  other,”  she  said. 

Studies  indicate  farm  families  have 
the  highest  rates  of  depression  in  the  na¬ 
tion,  a  reversal  of  results  found  in  a  simi- 
liar  study  done  in  1970,  she  said. 

Ms.  Blundall  said  people  surviving  ad¬ 
versity: 

•  Found  someone  to  stand  by  them. 

•  Overcame  their  guilt. 

•  Accepted  the  magnitude  of  their 
loss. 

•  Avoided  the  conspiracy  to  minimize 
their  loss. 

•  Found  meaning. 

She  warned  her  listeners  of  overem¬ 
phasizing  the  Easter  story  on  the  “Good 
Fridays”  of  peoples’  lives. 

She  reminded  them  of  Jesus’  words  on 
the  cross:  "My  God,  why  hast  thou  for¬ 
saken  me?” 

"We  don’t  have  to  handle  loss  any  better 
than  Christ  did,”  she  said.  “We  can  feel  for¬ 
saken  and  yet  hold  out  hope.”  Community 
is  the  critical  element,  she  said. 

Dr.  Geoffrey  Lilbume,  associate  profes¬ 
sor  of  theology  at  United  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  summed  up  the  task 
of  ministry  in  the  midst  of  the  farm  crisis. 

“The  farmer  in  the  midst  of  disposses¬ 
sion  from  his  land  does  not  need  a  theol¬ 


ogy  of  the  land,”  he  said.  “What  he  needs 
is  the  Gospel,  the  old  Gospel,  the  only 
Gospel,  which  is  the  Gospel  of  grace,  the 
Gospel  of  forgiveness  of  sins  and  the  soli¬ 
darity  of  the  Son  of  Man  with  all  who  en¬ 
ter  into  suffering. 

"And  he  needs  this  Gospel  to  be  pro¬ 
claimed  to  him  not  from  the  pulpit  so 
much  as  from  the  faithful  community 
which  embodies  in  its  very  being  and 
lifestyle  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Dr.  Lilbume,  a  native  of  Australia, 


said  the  people  who  need  a  theology  of 
the  land  “are  the  rest  of  us,  the  ones  who 
prosper  from  the  farmers’  decline,  the 
legislators,  the  real  estate  developers, 
the  ones  who  ask  ourselves,  What  went 
wrong?’  Who  ask.  Why?’  Who  ask, 
‘Where  did  we  fail?’  ” 

He  said  the  farmer  is  the  resource  for 
that  theology,  along  with  indigenous  peo¬ 
ples  who  understand  that  land  is  central 
to  life. 

“I  think  the  church  is  the  community 
best  suited  to  preach  the  message  of  eco¬ 
logical  responsibility,”  he  said. 


Aphorisms  convey  truth 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Call  it  the  United  Methodist  version  of  “Poor  Richard’s 
Almanac"— a  short  version. 

Some  homespun  wisdom  is  being  fashioned  by  United  Methodists  ministering 
in  the  midst  of  the  farm  crisis  in  America’s  heartland. 

The  Rev.  Bill  Cotton,  a  district  superintendent  in  south  central  Iowa,  shared 
soipe  of  the  aphorisms  crafted  by  folks  in  his  district  with  participants  at  the 
fifth  annual  Town  and  Country  Consultation  held  at  the  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  last  week. 

•If  God  is  truly  good,  there  will  be  a  crisis. 

“A  crisis  is  a  marvelous  thing,”  Mr.  Cotton  said.  “It  gets  your  back  against 
the  wall,  and  when  that  happens  all  kinds  of  new  ideas  can  be  generated.” 

•You  do  what  you  can  with  what  you  have. 

Communities  can’t  wait  on  outside  assistance  to  begin  to  deal  with  their 
problems,  he  said. 

•Stop  leaving  well  enough  alone. 

Mr.  Cotton,  whose  district  covers  hard-hit  Iowa  farm  country,  called  this 
-  newly  coined  "proverb”  the  essence  of  John  Wesley’s  “doctrine  of  Christian 
perfection.” 

•  You  don't  always  have  to  have  a  "good  reason”  for  doing  anything. 

5-  “Imagination  is  the  energy  of  hope,”  he  said. 

•  You  are  not  free  to  do  what  you  can’t  think  of.  Once  you  think  it  up,  then 
.  you  can  do  it.” 

!*  He  urged  clergy  and  laity  to  get  together  and  talk  about  the  problems, 
emphasizing  that  it  is  in  just  such  a  discussion  that  the  Holy  Spirit  moves. 

•Opportunity  always  wears  a  disguise. 

"That  means  you  can’t  be  so  darn  certain  all  the  time,”  Dr.  Cotton  said. 

•Watch  for  the  “kairos”  moment,  that  moment  when  God  opens  the  win- 
.  dow  and  you  can  go  through. 

The  wisdom  of  these  proverbs  of  hope— gleanings  from  people  living  on 
farms  and  in  rural  communities,  and  from  church  workers  ministering  to  rural 
congregations— has  been  tested  in  south  central  Iowa,  Dr.  Cotton  said.  And,  he 
added,  it  works. 

—GLEN  LARUM 
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Dr.  Geoffrey  Lilburne,  associate  professor  of  theology  at  United  Theolog¬ 
ical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  tells  the  recent  Town  and  Country  Consulta¬ 
tion  that  farmers  facing  dispossession  “need  the  Gospel  to  be  proclaimed 
. . .  not  from  the  pulpit  so  much  as  from  the  faithful  community  which  em¬ 
bodies  in  its  very  being  and  lifestyle  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.” 


University  Senate  hears  multiple  complaints  at  Boston  U. 


By  ANN  G.  WHITING 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
-  BOSTON— A  fact-finding  team  from 
the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  heard  testimony 
from  “every  conceivable  constituency” 
at  Boston  University  and  its  School  of 
Theology  during  a  two-day  visit  March  9- 
10,  according  to  Paul  Hardin,  who 
^haired  the  investigating  committee. 

The  investigation  came  in  the  wake  of 
a  broad  range  of  charges  against  the  uni¬ 
versity.  The  charges  include  racism,  sex¬ 
ism,  excessive  interference  by  the 
university’s  central  administration  in 
professional  training  for  ministry  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  and  failure  to 
fill  academic  vacancies  in  the  seminary 
in  a  timely  manner. 

Students,  active  and  retired  faculty, 
and  alumni  have  raised  questions  about 
the  School  of  Theology  and  its  relation¬ 
ship  to  the  university  for  some  time. 

The  termination  last  summer  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bettenhausen,  associate  professor 
of  social  ethics,  precipitated  the  latest 
round  of  complaints  and  requests  for  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Criticism  of  university  cited 

Critics  of  Dr.  Bettenhausen's  termina¬ 
tion  contend  that  it  resulted  from  her 
outspoken  criticism  of  the  university  ad¬ 
ministration,  her  stands  on  justice  issues 
and  her  focus  on  feminist  theology.  Uni- 
versi'y  officials  attribute  her  termina¬ 
tion  to  "inadequate  scholarship.” 


Dr.  Hardin,  president  of*  Drew  Univer¬ 
sity.  Madison.  N.J..  said  the  fact-finding 
team  received  a  “full  picture”  of  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  School  of  Theology  and 
the  university. 

"We  wanted  to  find  out  what  people 
are  feeling,”  he  said.  He  said  the  team 
gave  an  initial  oral  report  in  confidence 
to  President  Silber  and  Executive  Vice 
President  Jon  Westling,  with  a  general 
outline  of  the  findings  that  the  team  will 
report  to  the  senate. 

Dr.  Hardin  said  those  findings  would 
be  confidential  at  least  until  the  full  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  has  reviewed  the  report. 

The  senate  will  then  make  a  decision 
about  future  communication  or  action  on 
the  findings.  Dr.  Hardin  said  he  is  draft¬ 
ing  the  report,  and  the  team  will  decide 
whether  to  ask  for  immediate  senate  re¬ 
view  or  to  wait  for  the  next  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  of  the  senate  in  June. 

Senate  has  several  options 

The  senate  has  several  options  if  it 
finds  substance  to  the  charges.  They 
range  from  a  private  warning,  to  public 
probation  on  stated  terms,  to  "delisting,” 
Dr.  Hardin  said,  and  could  be  directed  to¬ 
ward  the  School  of  Theology  or  the  uni¬ 
versity  as  a  whole. 

He  noted,  “The  purpose  of  these  kinds 
of  investigations  is  to  help  correct  prob¬ 
lems,  not  punish.” 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston 
Area)  echoed  to  the  fact-finding  team 
concerns  about  faculty  appointments 


Perhaps 
But  he  or  she 
may  still  not  have  the 
expertise  to  help  you 
conduct  a  top  notch  stew¬ 
ardship  program.  That  is  our 
specialty  We  have  taken  our  de-  I 
„  ™.as  o I  experience  as  stewardship  I 
AV  consultants,  and  we  have  tailored  it  into  this  ! 

well  designed,  complete  stewardship  pro-  | 
S  gram  It  should  be  a  considerable  help  to  you  j 
and  your  church. 

A.  Complete  program  with  9  part  instructional  video 
custom  manual  and  letters  $595 

Shorler  program,  more  suitable  lor  churches  under 

450  lamilies  .......  $295 

Basic  video  package  with  instructional  training  segments 

only  $95  | 

For  more  information  or  sample  preview  tape  write 
The  ^tcM«aisftip  'Program,  7140  'Beneua  'Rpad,  ^arasota,  JL  34238  8 
or  call:  1-813-923-2800 


★★★★★★★★★★★A ★★★★★★★★★★ 

John  Wesley  250th  London 

Places  still  available  on  7-  and  14-day  inclusive  tours  to  London,  includ¬ 
ing  City  Road,  Aldersgate,  Bristol,  Epworth  and  Oxford.  Price  $1100  from 
New  York  U.S.  Double  occupancy,  hotels,  meals,  and  all  Wesley  events, 
fully  escorted.  Prices  from  all  gateways  available. 

European  Touring  Arts,  31  Craven  Street,  Trafalgar  Square, 
London  WC2,  England 

Telephone:  011441-839-7481  for  information,  brochure  and  reservations. 

★  ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


“The  purpose  of  these 
kinds  of  investigations  is 
to  help  correct  problems, 
not  punish.” 

— Dr.  Paul  Hardin 

and  the  need  for  a  holistic  approach  to 
theological  education  for  ministry. 

He  said  he  also  expressed  his  concern 
for  what  it  means  for  Boston  University 
to  be  “church-related.” 

Bishop  Bashore  is  chairman  of  the 
School  of  Theology’s  Board  of  Visitors 
and  the  only  United  Methodist  university 
trustee. 

He  said  the  "perception”  that  central 
administration  makes  decisions  on  facul¬ 
ty  appointments  on  ideological  grounds 
is  widespread  and  "so  strong  that  facul¬ 


ty,  students,  alumni  and  others  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  it  is  so.” 

The  investigation  team  interviewed 
three  retired  faculty  members.  Dean 
Emeritus  Walter  Muelder;  Paul  Deats, 
retired  Muelder  professor  of  social  eth¬ 
ics;  and  S.  Paul  Schilling,  retired  profes¬ 
sor  of  theology. 

They  were  among  five  retired  faculty 
members  who  last  fall  drafted  a  “State¬ 
ment  of  Contextual  Concerns”  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  Dr.  Bettenhausen’s 
termination. 

The  statement,  eventually  signed  by 
another  seven  retired  faculty  members, 
outlined  five  "larger  and  continuing  con¬ 
cerns  about  the  fundamental  relationship 
of  Boston  University  and  the  School  of 
Theology  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church"  and  the  university’s  and  the 
church’s  "joint  stewardship  and  shared 
responsibility  for  the  School  of  Theology.” 


The  team  also  interviewed  11  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  seminary  student  organiza¬ 
tions  who  echoed  the  need  for  autonomy 
in  faculty  appointments  and  concern 
about  vacant  faculty  positions. 

The  students  reportedly  aired  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  dean  of  the  School  of 
Theology,  the  Rev.  Richard  Nesmith. 

A  person  who  was  present  said  the  stu¬ 
dents  were  "thoughtful  and  articulate" 
when  they  spoke  to  the  team. 

In  response  to  Dr  Hardin’s  question 
about  what  they  would  have  the  Univer¬ 
sity  Senate  do,  one  student  is  said  to  have 
pleaded,  “Give  us  back  our  school.” 

Both  Dr.  Silber  and  Dr.  Nesmith  were 
contacted  but  declined  comment. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  also 
has  been  involved  in  the  investigation. 

Representatives  from  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  staff  and  governing  body  met  in 


Higher  education  board  tells  conferences 
to  select  college  trustees  with  more  care 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  FRANCISCO— United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  should  show  more 
care  in  naming  leaders  for  the  church’s 
educational  institutions,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  Division  of  Higher  Education  says. 

Meeting  March  11-13,  division  direc¬ 
tors  affirmed  a  set  of  guidelines  dealing 
with  selection  of  educational-institution 
trustees  and  presidents. 

The  standards  had  been  endorsed  ear¬ 
lier  this  year  by  the  University  Senate, 
the  body  that  approves  schools  to  receive 
denominational  funds,  and  by  the  Nation¬ 
al  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
related  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Many  division  members  feel  that  annu¬ 
al  conferences  have  not  been  careful  in  the 
selection  of  trustees."  said  the  Rev.  Julius 
S.  Scott  Jr.,  chief  staff  executive  of  the  di¬ 
vision,  a  unit  of  the  church's  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

The  guidelines  recommend  a  “deliber¬ 


ate,  periodic  review"  of  the  relationship 
by  both  the  annual  conference  and  insti¬ 
tution.  The  guidelines  also  ask  confer¬ 
ences  to  consult  with  the  schools  and 
give  careful  consideration  to  their  needs. 

At  the  same  time,  the  guidelines  say, 
“No  trustee  should  be  nominated  who  is 
not  acceptable”  to  an  institution. 

Schools  and  conferences  alike  are 
called  on  to  "make  deliberate  efforts  to 
broaden  membership  on  their  boards  to 
include  minorities  and  women." 

The  guidelines  do  not  mandate  a  specif¬ 
ic  role  for  annual  conferences  in  selecting 
presidents  but  say  that  whatever  role  a 
conference  has,  “it  should  be  established  in 
writing  at  the  outset  of  the  process  and 
should  be  adhered  to  throughout.” 

The  guidelines  do  call  for  consultation 
with  all  constituencies  of  the  institution 
and  consideration  of  “as  broad  a  range  of 
candidates  as  possible.” 

If  a  pool  of  prospects  from  outside  the 


Survey  finds  diaconals  can  assist  ethnic  churches 


By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas— Social  work¬ 
ers,  community  organizers  and  teachers 
are  needed  to  provide  specialized  minis¬ 
tries  to  assist  ethnic  minority  congrega¬ 
tions  in  addressing  urgent  needs  in  their 
communities. 

Such  was  the  conclusion  of  a  study 
conducted  over  14  years  by  United 
Methodism’s  Division  of  Diaconal  Minis¬ 
try.  Results  were  presented  to  division 
directors  recently. 

The  purpose  of  the  study  was  to  dis¬ 
cern  the  role  of  diaconal  ministers  and 
persons  in  diaconal-type  careers  in  help¬ 
ing  churches  respond  to  ethnic  minority 
community  issues. 

Among  the  study’s  major  findings  were: 

•High  incidence  of  clergy  “burnout” 


because  the  pastor  is  expected  to  tend  to 
pastoral  needs  and  link  the  church  and 
the  community; 

•  A  dearth  of  programs  and  institu¬ 
tions  that  involve  teens  in  constructive 
activities  to  raise  self-esteem;  to  offset 
chemical  abuse,  early  sexual  experimen¬ 
tation  and  pregnancy;  and  to  reduce  the 
drop-out  rate  and  involvement  in  crimi¬ 
nal  activity; 

•  Few  churches  involved  in  communi¬ 
ty  organizing  and  advocacy  for  better  sani¬ 
tation,  adequate  public  housing,  day  care 
and  special  services  for  older  adults; 

•  Need,  especially  of  language  minor¬ 
ities,  for  support  systems  and  bilingual 
Christian  education  programs  with  ap¬ 
propriate  curriculum; 

•  Need  for  paralegal  services  for  His- 


Chicago  with  the  fact-finding  team  sev¬ 
eral  days  before  their  interviews  here 
and  submitted  the  names  of  10  persons 
they  recommended  be  interviewed. 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  will  give  to  the  senate 
findings  from  an  earlier  investigation  of 
sexism  charges,  most  of  which  were  nev¬ 
er  made  public. 

Members  of  the  fact-finding  team  be¬ 
sides  Dr.  Hardin  were  Marjorie  Engel- 
man,  University  of  Wisconsin  Extension 
at  Madison,  Frederick  E.  Blumer,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Lycoming  College,  Williamsport, 
Pa.;  Roy  B.  Shilling,  president  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  and  president  of  South¬ 
western  University.  Georgetown,  Texas; 
and  Elias  Blake,  faculty  member  of 
Howard  University.  Washington.  D  C.. 

Ken  Yamada  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  staff  ac¬ 
companied  the  team. 

The  University  Senate,  related  to  the 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  board, 
determines  which  schools  are  affiliated 
with  United  Methodism.  It  conducts  peri¬ 
odic  visits  of  all  schools  related  to  the 
denomination  and  special  inspections  as 
needed. 


school  is  formed,  it  should  include  minor¬ 
ities  and  women,  the  guidelines  say. 

At  present,  no  United  Methodist-related 
higher  educational  institution  serving  both 
men  and  women  has  a  woman  as  president. 

The  division’s  1988  directory  lists  127 
institutions  related  to  United  Methodism. 
Included  are  13  seminaries,  one  graduate 
school,  one  professional  school,  90  uni¬ 
versities  and  four-year  colleges,  12  two- 
year  institutions,  nine  preparatory  and 
one  elementary  schools. 

Of  five  women  listed  in  the  1988  direc¬ 
tory,  three  head  women’s  colleges,  one 
heads  a  preparatory  school;  and  one  is 
principal  of  an  elementary  school. 

All  but  one  of  the  ethnic-minority  peo¬ 
ple  listed  in  the  directory  as  presidents 
of  higher-education  institutions  lead  his¬ 
torically  black  institutions. 

Thomas  K.  Kim.  the  exception,  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  McMurry  College,  Abilene,  Tex¬ 
as.  He  is  a  Korean-American. 


panic  migrant  workers,  immigrants  and 
refugees. 

Researcher  Paul  Van  Buren  said,  "Peo¬ 
ple  in  black,  Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American  churches  have  the  skills  needed 
to  link  the  church  to  community  concerns. 
If  these  people  can  get  support  from  the 
church  to  do  their  work,  our  work  will  be 
enhanced.” 

The  most  frequently  mentioned  need 
across  racial  and  geographic  lines  and 
among  all  groups  of  respondents  was  for 
youth-oriented  projects,  from  summer 
camp  and  tutorial  classes  to  more  inter¬ 
action  with  positive  role  models  and 
drug  and  alcohol  rehabilitations. 

The  study  involved  241  people  in  more 
than  300  hours  of  interviews  between 
spring  1986  and  the  end  of  1987. 


Bishop  decries 
sending  troops 
to  Honduras 

By  United  Methodist  New  Service 

WASHINGTON— “Outrage”  at  the 
sending  of  U.S.  troops  to  Honduras 
has  been  voiced  in  a  letter  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  other  key  govern¬ 
ment  officials  from  the  head  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  top  social- 
action  agency. 

“The  use  of  military  force  will  not 
resolve  the  problems  in  Central 
America,’’  wrote  Bishop  William 
Boyd  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area), 
president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“The  deployment  of  additional  U.S. 
troops  to  Honduras  is  a  step  toward 
increased  U.S.  involvement  .  .  and  a 
flagrant  violation  of  the  Escapulas 
peace  agreement,"  the  letter  contin¬ 
ued. 

Bishop  Grove  called  the  “decision 
to  raise  up  this  particular  offensive  at 
a  time  when  aid  to  the  contras’  has 
again  been  denied  by  Congress  .  .  .  a 
sign  of  desperation  on  the  part  of  your 
administration.  It  is  an  attempt  to 
win— by  distorting  facts— popular 
and  Congressional  support  for  an  un¬ 
popular  program.” 

The  letter  “strongly  encourage(s) 
regional  efforts  to  solve  the  problems 
in  Central  America." 

Copies  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Reagan 
were  sent  to  Secretary  of  State 
George  P.  Shultz,  Senate  Majority 
Leader  Robert  C.  Byrd,  D-W.Va.;  and 
House  Speaker  James  C.  Wright  Jr., 
D-Texas. 
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UM  pension  board  demands  U.S.  companies 
condemn  South  African  apartheid  crackdown 


MARCH  25,  1988 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DEARBORN,  Mich.— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Board  of  Pensions  has  called 
on  all  50  U.S.  corporations  in  which  it 
holds  stock  to  cease  doing  business  in 
South  Africa  and  to  condemn  publicly  the 
latest  actions  of  the  Botha  government. 

The  request  was  contained  in  a  strongly 
worded  letter  to  each  company  dated 
March  10.  The  letter  was  made  public  dur¬ 
ing  the  agency’s  meeting  March  15-17. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  is  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  largest  investor,  managing  a  portfo¬ 
lio  that  had  a  market  value  of  $2.6  billion 
at  the  end  of  1987.  Holdings  in  companies 
involved  in  South  Africa  on  that  date 
amounted  to  11.6  percent  of  the  portfolio, 
or  approximately  $305.6  million. 

“Recent  news  reports . . .  pertaining  to 
Pretoria’s  most  recent  crackdown  on  the 
country’s  major  democratic  organizations 
bode  a  new  era  of  escalating  repression 
and  suffering  in  South  Africa,’’  the  March 
10  letter  said. 

"The  General  Board  of  Pensions  and  its 


constituents  feel  morally  compelled  to  use 
every  remaining  tool  at  our  disposal  to 
end  the  violence  in  South  Africa  before  it 
is  too  late.” 

The  letter  said  that  while  it  appears 
that  “philanthropic  and  advocacy  pro¬ 
grams”  backed  by  some  U.S.  firms  “have 
made  some  good  contributions,”  they 
“have  neither  ended  apartheid  nor  per¬ 
suaded  ...  the  South  African  government 
to  pursue  seriously  and  conscientiously 
the  complete  dismantling  of  apartheid.” 

No  timetable  for  withdrawal  was  sug¬ 
gested.  There  had  not  been  time  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  responses  from  the  companies 
before  the  30  lay  and  clergy  pensions  di¬ 
rectors  from  across  the  country  met. 

The  letter  is  the  latest  in  a  series  of  in¬ 
creasingly  tougher  steps  taken  in  recent 
months  by  the  pensions  board  against 
apartheid.  Other  actions  have  included  di¬ 
vestment  from  10  firms  doing  business  in 
South  Africa  and  the  setting  of  a  timeta¬ 
ble  that  could  lead  to  the  sale  of  holdings 
in  four  additional  firms  early  in  1990. 

Sharpholdpr  resolutions  railing  for 'with¬ 


drawal  from  South  Africa  so  far  have  been 
filed  or  co-filed  with  a  dozen  other  firms. 

The  Rev.  Allen  M.  Mayes,  the  board’s 
director  of  corporate  relations  and  social 
concerns,  signed  the  letter  to  the  50  cor¬ 
porations.  He  said  it  was  in  accord  with 
an  action  taken  in  July  1987  by  the 
board’s  directors. 

That  move  called  for  filing  or  support¬ 
ing  shareholder  resolutions  asking  all 
companies  in  which  the  board  holds 
stock  to  withdraw  from  South  Africa. 
Singled  out  particularly  were  companies 
providing  goods  or  services  to  the  South 
African  military  or  police,  or  those  that 
"play  a  significant  role  in  making  South 
Africa  energy  self-sufficient.” 

In  November,  the  pensions  agency 
joined  a  call  for  the  9.7-million  member 
denomination  to  put  its  collective  invest¬ 
ments  behind  the  dismantling  of  apartheid 
in  South  Africa.  The  proposal,  initiated  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
now  goes  to  the  church’s  top  lawmaking 
assembly  opening  April  26  in  St.  Louis. 

Holdings  in  the  10  corporations  divested 


\ 

'Birth  of  ice  cream  cone’ 
among  delegates’  delights 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS) — A  jazz  band,  a 
calliope,  a  carousel,  barbershop  singers 
and  refreshments  recalling  the  birth  of 
the  ice  cream  cone  will  greet  church  of¬ 
ficials  and  delegates  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  April  25  in  St.  Louis  on  the 
eve  of  United  Methodism’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  assembly. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  host  Missou¬ 
ri  committee,  the  usually  staid  reception 
for  bishops  and  Judicial  Council  mem¬ 
bers  will  become  a  repetition  of  the  1904 
World’s  Fair,  one  of  the  notable  events  in 
the  225-year  history  of  this  river  city. 

Instead  of  long  lines  of  officials  and 
even  longer  lines  of  delegates  waiting  to 
shake  their  hands,  the  Cervantes  Conven¬ 
tion  Center  will  feature  five  rooms,  each 
presenting  a  different  aspect  of  the  fair. 

Heifer  Project  honors 
seven  UM  volunteers 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark. — Seven  United 
Methodists  were  among  “Volunteers  of 
the  Year”  announced  recently  by  Heifer 
Project  International  for  1988. 

Heifer  Project  works  in  30  states  and 
some  100  countries  providing  ‘living 
gifts’  of  food-producing  animals  and  hus¬ 
bandry  education  to  help  people  to  help 
themselves  and  others. 

United  Methodists  honored  were 
Eleanor  and  Maynard  Cochrane  of  Gary, 
S.D.;  Robert  and  Sally  Cooper  of  Turlock, 


the  church  today 


Calif.;  Vicki  Gill  of  Perryville,  Ark.; 
Sharon  Head  of  Westminster,  Md.;  and 
Mike  Mizell  of  Denton,  Texas. 

Western  Jurisdiction  women 
launch  regional  series 

SAN  MATEO,  Calif.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodist  Women  in  the  church’s  Western 
Jurisdiction  recently  launched  the  qua¬ 
drennial  series  of  gatherings  at  which  ju¬ 
risdictional  leaders  and  nominees  for  the 
Women’s  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  are  chosen. 

Women  in  the  Northeastern,  South 
Central  and  North  Central  jurisdictions 
will  meet  concurrently  April  8-10  in  Bal¬ 
timore;  Little  Rock,  Ark.;  and  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  respectively. 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction  women  will 
meet  April  7-10  in  Biloxi,  Miss. 

Phone  links  worshipers, 
church  at  11  a.m.  Sundays 

PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Homebound  mem¬ 
bers  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Phoenix,  never  have  to  miss  a  Sunday 
morning  worship  service,  thanks  to  the 
church’s  special  telephone  ministry. 

First  UMC’s  “Teleworship”  connects  a 
telephone  caller  to  the  church’s  sound 
system  at  11  a.m  every  Sunday. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  G.  Asay,  associate 
pastor  and  director  of  communications, 
said  the  church  started  the  program  two 
years  ago  for  members  who  were  unable 
to  come  to  the  church  but  did  not  want  to 


miss  Sunday  services.  Callers  need  no  spe¬ 
cial  equipment;  the  church  pays  the  costs 
involved  in  the  telephone  listening  service. 

Church  officials  say  there  are  at  least 
10  listeners  each  Sunday.  Most  partici¬ 
pants  are  local  people,  with  an  occasion¬ 
al  long-distance  listener  during 
Christmas  and  Easter. 

Lay-leader  group  wants 
committee  process  changed 

NASHVILLE— Local  United  Methodist 
church  nomination  committees  should 
have  the  right  to  elect  their  own  chair¬ 
men,  says  the  United  Methodist  National 
Association  of  Annual  Conference  Lay 
Leaders. 

That  proposal  tops  a  list  of  four  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  legislative  proposals  re¬ 
affirmed  recently  at  the  association’s 
annual  meeting. 

The  proposal,  if  adopted,  would  amend 
the  rule  that  designates  the  local  pastor 
as  chairman  of  the  nominating  commit¬ 
tee. 

The  association’s  other  requests: 

•Appointment  of  a  minimum  of  two 
laypeople  on  the  conference  board  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry  with  voice  and  vote; 

•Designation  by  the  bishops  of  lay 
representatives  to  be  included  in  the  lay¬ 
ing  on  of  hands  during  the  service  of  or¬ 
dination  of  elders; 

•  A  resolution  calling  for  inclusive  use 
of  the  term  “minister”  to  refer  to  both 
clergy  and  laity  and  use  of  the  designa- 
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A  CALL  TO  ACTION 

A  Lay  Response  To  The  Houston  Declaration 
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by  the  end  of  1987  totaled  about  $29  million. 

The  board  has  been  criticized  during 
the  past  several  years  for  not  fully  di¬ 
vesting  its  holdings  in  companies  doing 
business  in  South  Africa.  A  number  of 
annual  conferences  in  1987  adopted  reso¬ 
lutions  calling  for  divestment. 

The  recent  actions  have  brought 
praise  from  some  individuals  who  had 
been  among  the  most  critical  of  the 
board’s  South  Africa  policy. 

Writing  in  the  November-December  is¬ 
sue  of  “Social  Questions  Bulletin,"  the 
Rev.  George  D.  McClain,  said  the  board 
“now  had  a  stance  of  genuine  openness 
toward  outside  input  at  their  meetings 
. . .  (and  is)  responding  to  the  broad  sen¬ 
timent  in  the  church  for  a  stronger  poli¬ 
cy  on  South  Africa." 

Mr.  McClain,  who  heads  the  Methodist 
Federation  for  Social  Action,  has  attend¬ 
ed  a  number  of  board  meetings  to  press 
the  case  for  divestment  by  the  board  and 
withdrawal  from  South  Africa  by  U.S. 
firms  doing  business  there. 


FORTY  SEVEN  concerned  lay  people,  representing  all  jurisdictions  of  the  United  Methodist  » 
Church,  meeting  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  Feb.  28, 1988,  concluded:  J 


tions  “clergy,”  “lay”  and  “diaconal” 
ministers  in  the  1988  Book  of  Discipline. 

Asian- American  delegates 
split  on  sexuality  stand 

LOS  ANGELES  (UMNS)-Asian- 
American  delegates  to  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  seem  sharply 
split  on  the  issue  of  homosexuality, 
which  is  expected  to  attract  emotional 
debate  at  the  quadrennial  legislative  as¬ 
sembly  in  St.  Louis  April  26-May  6. 

Fifteen  of  the  22  Asian- American  dele¬ 
gates  met  recently  to  discuss  their  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  10-day  conference. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  polled 
14  of  the  participants  on  the  issue  of  ho¬ 
mosexuality  and  found  that  five  would 
retain  the  current  ban  against  ordaining 
or  appointing  self-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexuals,  five  are  open  to  the  possibili¬ 
ty  of  change  and  the  rest  remain  un¬ 
decided. 

Indiana  pastors  form 
‘Network  for  Excellennce’ 

FORT  WAYNE,  Ind.-Five  United 
Methodist  ministers  in  the  North  Indiana 
conference  recently  formed  a  not-for- 
profit  corporation  and  mailed  its  16-page 
“Network  for  Excellence  in  Leadership” 
newsletters  to  52,000  pastors  in  five  de¬ 
nominations. 

The  Rev.  Michael  J.  Coyner,  pastor  of 
Good  Shepherd  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Fort  Wayne  and  one  of  the  incorporators, 
said  the  purpose  is  “promote  a  network  of 
information,  ideas  and  concerns  related  to 
excellence  in  church  leadership.” 

He  said  the  incorporators  perceive  "a 
vacuum”  in  “quality,  mainline,  holistic 
emphasis  upon  leadership  for  church 
growth  and  leadership.” 

The  founders  plan  a  convention  March 
6-9,  1989,  in  Indianapolis  “related  to  ex¬ 
cellence  in  church  leadership.” 

Denominations  whose  pastors  received 
the  first  mailing  are  United  Methodist, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Episcopa¬ 
lian  and  Presbyterian. 
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Bishop  joins  in  call  for  Scouts 

DALLAS-United  Methodist  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area) 
was  among  some  three  dozen  volunteers  from  religious  groups,  educational 
organizations,  civic  groups,  etc.  who  manned  telephones  recently  at  Boy 
hcouts  of  America  national  headquarters.  They  participated  in  a  nationwide 
New  Troop  Teleconference.”  More  than  8,100  new  Scout  units  were 
pledged  as  a  result. 

UMs,  Catholics  discuss  | 
‘Holy  Living,  Dying’  s 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  ORLEANS— Pastoral  care  for 
the  dying,  and  for  their  families,  friends 
and  caregivers  was  discussed  recently  by 
members  of  the  United  Methodist-Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  dialogue  on  “Holy  Living, 
Holy  Dying.” 

The  role  of  pastoral  care  is  to  point  to 
“signs,  signals,  glimpses,  visions  of  God’s 
presence  and  work  in  the  world,”  the 
Rev.  Janet  M.  Lutz,  director  of  pastoral 
care  at  Barnes  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  told 
the  group. 

The  church  is  “called  ...  to  be  open  to 
the  signs,  to  engender  the  hope,  and  to 
enable  the  whole  people  of  God  to  live 
and  die  in  faith,  in  holiness,”  she  said. 
The  church  must  be  in  the  forefront, 
seeking  solutions  to  difficult  questions 
related  to  dying,  she  added. 

These  questions  include: 

f  How  much  technology  is  enough? 

/  Who  decides  who  gets  treated  and 
when  to  terminate  treatment? 

/  Is  Jt  always  preferable  to  die  at 
home?  ' 

Ms.  Lutz’s  contribution  will  be  one 
part  of  a  four-part  statement  the  dia¬ 
logue  expects  to  produce.  Other  compo¬ 
nents  are  theological,  ethical  and  social 
concerns. 

With  two  sessions  remaining,  a  prelim¬ 
inary  draft  will  be  discussed  at  an  Octo¬ 
ber  20-23  meeting. 

Ms.  Lutz  pointed  out  a  distinction  be¬ 
tween  “cure”  and  "healing,”  saying:  “To 
cure  means  complete  physical  recovery. 
Healing,  on  the  other  hand,  is  more  about 
wholeness  that  affirms  the  person, 
whether  dying  or  not.  Healing  implies  af¬ 
firming  the  goodness  of  life  even  in  the 
midst  of  impending  death.  It  also  points 


to  our  relationship  with  God  (and)  moves 
us  to  love  and  freedom.” 

John  Collins  Harvey,  M.D.,  professor 
at  Georgetown  University’s  department1 
of  medicine  in  Washington,  outlined  ethi¬ 
cal  issues  related  to  care  of  terminally 
ill  patients. 

"Paternalism  practiced  by  physicians 
diminishes  the  human  dignity  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual,”  he  said. 

Such  an  attitude,  he  added,  denies  the 
individual,  "a  precious  creature  of  God, 
endowed  by  God  with  intellect  and  free 
will,”  the  right  to  make  his  or  her  own 
decisions. 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Harvey  said,  the 
individual  must  exercise  stewardship  of 
life  given  by  God:  “Man  is  obligated  to 
accept  and  undergo  means  of  treatment 
that  are  beneficial  and  will  preserve  his 
biological  life  and  not  be  beyond  his  en¬ 
durance.  Treatment  that  is  too  burden¬ 
some,  ...  so  that  the  burdens  outweigh  ‘ 
the  benefits  . . .  may  be  accepted  or  re¬ 
jected  by  the  individual  without  violating 
the  proper  exercise  of  stewardship.” 

The  major  dilemma  for  physicians  and 
hospitals,  he  noted,  lies  in  treating  in¬ 
competent  persons  or  those  in  a  persis*: 
tent  vegetative  state.  *-• 

Living  wills  and  durable  powers  of  at¬ 
torney  permit  persons,  while  still  compe¬ 
tent,  to  indicate  thier  wishes  concerning'* 
future  treatment,  Dr.  Harvey  suggested.;* 
These  are  particularly  helpful  when  dis¬ 
agreements  arise  about  treatment,  her 
added. 

Making  a  sharp  distinction  between 
actively  taking  a  life  and  allowing  a  per¬ 
son  to  die,  Dr.  Harvey  said:  “No  act  may 
be  deliberately,  directly  willed  as  a. 
means  of  destroying  health  or  life.” 
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The  Houston  Declaration  calls  for  action  from 

the  grass-roots  of  our  denomination. 

REVIEW  AGAIN  the  declaration  of  48  leading  United  Methodist  pastors  as  they  uphold  3 
bedrock  truths  essential  to  the  life,  witness  and  scriptural  integrity  of  the  Church:  (1)  The  pri¬ 
macy  of  scripture.  (2)  The  nature  and  name  of  one  God,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.  (3)  Non-or¬ 
dination  of  homosexuals. 


A  CALL  TO  ACTION 

LET  US  respond  now  to  the  Houston  Declaration  in  a  spirit  of  prayer,  hope,  love,  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  our  historic  Christian  faith.  For  too  long,  too  many  of  us  have  remained  silent, 
deeply  concerned  about  the  decline  of  our  church  but  uncertain  what  we  should  do.  Now  it  is 
time  for  every  concerned  United  Methodist  to  speak  and  act  positively,  while  loving  and  re¬ 
specting  those  who  disagree  with  us. 

1.  We  call  on  every  United  Methodist  layperson  who  wants  a  vital,  renewed,  Christ-centered 
church  to  speak  out  now  for  the  Houston  Declaration  and  its  principles.  We  invite  laypersons  to 
endorse  this  Laity  Response.  There  is  a  great  need  for  each  person  to  state  his  or  her  views  to 
pastors,  delegates,  members  of  Annual  Conferences,  bishops,  and  church  agencies. 

2.  We  call  on  every  United  Methodist  pastor  to  present  the  Houston  Declaration  to  his  or  her 
congregation,  invite  their  study  and  response,  and  give  an  opportunity  to  sign  an  endorsement 
of  the  Houston  Declaration. 

3.  We  call  on  every  local  church  Administrative  Board  or  Council  to  endorse  the  Houston 
Declaration  and  send  this  endorsement  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates. 

4.  We  call  on  all  delegates  to  the  1988  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences  and  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  Annual  Conferences  to  take  action  and  adopt  specific  legislation  upholding  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Houston  Declaration. 

5.  We  call  on  all  United  Methodists  to  make  a  personal  commitment  to  join  us  in  earnest 
prayer  for  the  General  Conference  and  its  delegates  during  each  day  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 


WE  BELIEVE  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  to  us  through  the  courageous  pastors  who  wrote  and 
signed  the  Houston  Declaration.  We  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  now  calls  us  to  give  our  active  sup¬ 
port  and  help  our  church  to  be  faithful  to  God’s  Word  and  our  Wesleyan  heritage. 


The  Steering  Committee — A  Call  to  Action 
P.O.  Box  244,  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa  51360 


MY  RESPONSE 


Being  a  United  Methodist,  I  want  a  vital,  renewed,  Christ-Centered  Church  and  hereby 
speak  out  in  favor  of  the  Houston  Declaration. 


Name_ 


Address- 


Town,  State,  Zip 


Conference 


Check  One:  (  )  Pastor;  (  )  Lay  Person. 


Mail  Today.  DEADLINE:  April  15, 1988 
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UMCOR  program  saves  child’s  life 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Sanu  Maya  is  a  child  in  the  tiny  Asian 
country  of  Nepal. 

Her  mother  died  four  days  after  Sanu 
was  born,  and  there  was  no  wet  nurse  to 
enable  her  to  continue  breast  feeding. 

Her  grandmother  desperately  wanted 
her  to  live,  since  the  old  woman  was  the 
only  living  member  of  the  family.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Sanu’s  grandmother  fed  her 
with  formula  mixed  with  water  that  may 
have  been  polluted. 

In  a  matter  of  days,  Sanu  was  near 
death,  according  to  Miriam  Krantz  and 
Bishnu  Burathoky,  rural  health  workers 
employed  by  United  Mission  to  Nepal. 

But  through  a  United  Methodist-spon¬ 
sored  mother/child  health  program  in  Ne¬ 
pal,  mission  workers  enabled  the  grand¬ 
mother  to  help  her  granddaughter  to  live. 

The  “mother/child  survival  program” 
is  funded  through  The  Advance,  the  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  program  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

This  Advance  project  is  a  special  priori¬ 
ty  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  head  of 
the  emergency  unit  at  the  UM  mission 
board.  The  goal  of  the  project  is  to  reduce 
infant  mortality  by  50  percent  in  selected 
communities  and  to  reduce  maternal 
deaths  during  the  birthing  process. 

Relief  committee  materials  list  four 
methods  of  saving  infants  and  the  lives 
of  children  under  age  5: 

•  Breast-feeding, 

•  Oral  rehydration  for  children  suffer¬ 
ing  from  diarrhea, 

•  Immunizations  against  major  child¬ 
hood  diseases, 

•  Using  growth  charts  to  help  mothers 
monitor  their  child’s  growth. 

“Wisely,  the  mission  workers  did  not 
take  the  child  from  the  grandmother  but 
helped  teach  the  grandmother  how  to  help 
the  child  to  live,”  Ms.  Krantz  told  elected 
relief  committee  directors  last  year.  “She 
assisted  in  getting  her  granddaughter  to 
have  enough  food,  through  a  cup  and 
spoon,  so  that  the  child’s  growth  was  mea¬ 
sured,  and  the  baby  gained  weight. 


“Within  six  weeks  the  child  had  doubled 
her  weight.  Now  she  is  a  living,  thriving 
child  in  Nepal.  This  is  a  miraculous,  life¬ 
saving  gift,  working  with  mothers  and 
children  to  help  their  children  live.” 

Dr.  Kerhberg  added,  “Far  too  many 
children  die  needlessly.  In  the  villages  of 
Nepal,  children  are  sometimes  not  even 
named  until  they  reach  1  to  2  years  of  age 
because  too  many  of  them  die.  It  is  no 
longer  necessary  for  the  little  children  to 
die.  Something  can  be  done  about  it.” 

Gifts  to  support  this  aim  should  be 
sent  to  the  conference  treasurer  desig¬ 
nated  for  the  project  on  immunization 
against  communicable  childhood  dis¬ 
eases,  UMCOR  Advance  No.  982400-7, 
and  for  primary  health-care  programs  in 


Burma,  Nepal  and  Bolivia  through  Ad¬ 
vance  No.  982696-3. 


UMCOR  PHOTO  BY  JUDY  HENDERSON 

Sanu  Maya,  Nepalese  infant,  with  her  grandmother  14  months  after  her  j 
grandmother  began  a  mother-child  nutrition  education  program  funded  in  j 
part  by  United  Methodists  through  the  Advance,  the  second-mile  giving 
program  of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  j 
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More  women  in  mainline  pulpits 


Even  architecture  may  be  changed  if  Protestantism’s  trends  increase 


By  ADON  TAFT 
Religious  News  Service 

By  the  year  2000,  one  pastor  out  of 
four  in  the  pulpits  of  mainline  Protestant 
churches  may  be  a  woman,  according  to 
the  International  Bulletin  of  Missionary 
Research. 

And  with  the  increasing  number  of 
women  in  the  ministry,  some  observers 
say,  changes  in  theology  and  ministerial 
styles,  and  even  church  architecture,  can 
be  expected  to  follow. 

New  patterns  are  already  taking  shape 
in  the  nation’s  seminaries,  where  a  third 
of  all  students  working  toward  a  ministe¬ 
rial  degree  are  women.  In  some,  such  as 
the  Harvard  Divinity  School,  more  than 
half  the  students  are  female. 

Not  easy  for  all 

But  not  all  will  enter  quickly  into  lead¬ 
ership  positions  in  local  churches.  Even 
in  the  United  Church  of  Christ,  a  liberal 
denomination  with  the  greatest  percent¬ 
age  of  women  clergy  among  mainline 
churches,  61  percent  of  the  female  grad¬ 
uates  say  they  have  been  turned  down 
for  pulpits  because  of  gender. 

One  of  those  is  the  Rev.  Ann  Cordray, 
who  just  weeks  ago  became  pastor  of  the 


Robertson  Memorial  Evangelical  and 
Reform  Church,  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  church  near  downtown  Miami. 

Ms.  Cordray,  who  served  for  25  years 
as  an  associate  pastor  in  Dade  County 
churches,  said,  "There’s  a  great  deal 
more  openness  toward  women  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  church  than  we  had  for  a 
while.”  She  credited  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  and.  the  impact  of  pioneering  fe¬ 
male  ministers  who  "have  demonstrated 
their  capability.” 

While  the  ordination  of  women  has 
been  a  fact  of  life  in  the  United  Church 
of  Christ  for  more  than  a  century,  only 
since  the  1970s  have  some  other  denomi¬ 
nations— Episcopalians,  some  Lutherans 
and  Presbyterians— dropped  prohibi¬ 
tions  against  female  ministers. 

Rules  against  the  ordination  of  women 
remain  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
and  Orthodox  Judaism,  and  some  major 
Protestant  denominations,  such  as  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  still  frown 
upon  the  practice. 

Female  pastors  and  experts  in  the 
field  maintain  that  women  bring  differ¬ 
ent,  oftentimes  valuable,  qualities  to  the 
ministry. 

“Women  tend  to  be  more  nurturing  in 


Women’s  roles  changing 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Black  clergywomen  in  the  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  are  pushing 
for  more  recognition  by  the  church  hier¬ 
archy,  while  a  recently  released  survey 
shows  that  one-tenth  of  local  United 
Methodist  churches  have  a  female  pastor. 

These  are  two  recent  examples  of  the 
increasing  role  of  women  in  Christian 
churches. 

Black  clergywomen  participating  in  a 
Disciples’  Black  Ministers  Retreat 
March  1-3  in  Indianapolis  say  they  were 
appalled  that  no  women  were  major  pre¬ 
senters  or  program  personalities  at  the 
retreat. 

The  women  drafted  a  resolution  call¬ 
ing  for  future  retreats  to  include  equal 
numbers  of  male  and  female  speakers 
and  for  the  director  of  women  in  minis¬ 
try  to  be  involved  in  planning  future  re¬ 
treats,  according  to  the  Disciples  News 
Service. 

The  Rev.  John  R.  Compton,  president 
of  the  Disciples’  Division  of  Homeland 
Ministries,  assured  drafters  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  that  clergywomen  will  be  involved 
in  planning  future  retreats. 

The  Rev.  LaTaunya  M.  Bynum,  direc¬ 
tor  of  women  in  ministry,  said,  “I’m 
really  excited  about  what  happened 
here.  I  think  it  was  a  good  thing  and  can 


perhaps  be  a  model  for  clergywomen  in 
other  places  who  run  into  similar  types 
of  problems.” 

She  said,  “In  any  type  of  hierarchical 
scale  and  gender  scales  women  tend  to  be 
at  the  bottom.  In  terms  of  racial  scales, 
blacks  tend  to  be  at  the  bottom.  That  puts 
black  women  at  a  particularly  low  level  in 
terms  of  the  perception  of  some.” 

Women  pastor  number  increases 

Meanwhile,  the  United  Methodist  sur¬ 
vey,  conducted  by  the  church’s  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women, 
shows  that  9.5  percent  of  the  responding 
churches  have  a  female  pastor,  com¬ 
pared  to  only  5.9  percent  in  1983,  when 
the  last  survey  was  conducted. 

According  to  a  report  by  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  questionnaires 
for  the  most  recent  survey  were  sent  to 
1,000  randomly  selected  churches,  56 
percent  of  which  responded. 

The  survey,  which  was  released  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women,  also  revealed 
that  women  occupy  almost  a  third  of  the 
seats  on  local  church  boards  of  trustees. 

The  increase  in  female  participation 
on  boards  of  trustees  jumped  from  20.7 
percent  to  31.7  percent  in  1987,  just  shy 
of  the  denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline 


Professor  invites  town  in 
for  Sundays  with  Bach 


By  ANN  FRIOU 

GEORGETOWN,  Texas-Ellsworth 
Peterson,  music  professor  at  UM-related 
Southwestern  University,  has  found  a 
unique,  intellectually  stimulating  yet 
humble  way  to  celebrate  the  Gospel. 

Each  Sunday  evening  for  the  past  year 
and  a  half,  Dr.  Peterson,  a  professional  or¬ 
ganist  and  choir  director  in  the  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church,  has  invited 
Southwestern  students  and  faculty  and 
members  of  the  community  to  his  home  to 
listen  to  Bach  cantatas  written  for  that 
particular  Sunday  of  the  church  year. 

"Bach  was  responsible  for  providing 
about  20  minutes  of  music  for  each  ser¬ 
vice  of  worship  in  his  church,  primarily 
the  St.  Thomas  Church  in  Leipzig,”  Dr. 
Peterson  explained. 

"After  the  Gospel  was  read,  he  per¬ 
formed  his  music,  which  was  always  re¬ 
lated  to  the  text  of  the  Gospel  for  the 
day.” 

Bach  wrote  about  300  church  cantatas 
in  his  career,  100  of  which  have  been 
lost.  "But  199  of  them  have  come  down 
to  us,  and  they  represent  a  repertoire  of 
music  that  many  musicians  don’t  know,” 
Dr.  Peterson  said. 

Dr.  Peterson  and  his  guests  usually  lis¬ 
ten  to  three  or  four  cantatas  per  session, 
often  to  two  or  more  recordings  of  the 


same  cantata,  comparing  interpreta¬ 
tions— which  are  sometimes  authentical¬ 
ly  baroque,  other  times  more  romantic. 
They  also  discuss  Bach’s  theological  con¬ 
cepts  as  portrayed  through  his  music. 

Dr.  Peterson  said  that  while  Bach’s 
music  was  intended  for  the  Lutheran 
church,  it  can  be  meaningful  to  any 
Christian  denomination. 

“For  me,  there  is  no  greater  example 
of  music  in  worship  than  the  cantatas  of 
Bach,”’  he  said.  "They  represent  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  a  man  who  had  a  profound 
Christian  faith  and  a  superb  musical  tal¬ 
ent. 

“I  am  constantly  impressed  with  the 
high  quality  of  his  writing.  Week  after 
week,  we  uncover  work  that  should  be  as 
well-known  as  the  Brandenburg  concer¬ 
tos,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Peterson  and  the  group  have  been 
through  the  cantata  cycle  once  and  are 
now  going  through  it  again. 

This  kind  of  experience  would  have 
been  impossible  five  years  ago,  he  said, 
because  it  has  only  been  recently  that 
the  entire  corpus  of  Bach  cantatas  has 
become  available  on  recordings.  Until 
now,  he  and  his  group  would  have  had  ac¬ 
cess  to  many  of  the  cantatas  only 
through  reading  the  scores  or  perform¬ 
ing  them  themselves. 


Moyers  PBS-TV  special 
confronts  various  6 evils9 


From  Religious  News  Service 
A  public  television  special  titled 
“Moyers:  Facing  Evil”  featuring  per¬ 
sonal  testimonies  about  confronta¬ 
tions  with  evils  such  as  rape,  war, 
racism  and  the  Holocaust,  will  be 
aired  at  9  p.m.  (EST)  March  28. 

The  90-minute  special,  created  and 
hosted  by  television  journalist  Bill 
Moyers,  was  recorded  during  a  three- 
day  symposium,  “Understanding 
'  Evil,”  held  last  fall  at  the  Institute  for 
the  Humanities  in  Salado,  Texas. 

In  the  process  of  editing  the  inter¬ 
views,  Mr.  Moyers  noted  that  discus¬ 
sions  of  various  personal  and 
collective  forms  of  evil  wound  up  af¬ 
firming  something  more  basic  — 
goodness.  “I  thought  at  first  this 
would  be  an  exploration  essentially  of 
the  dark  side  of  human  nature,  but  I 
was  wrong.  The  people  in  the  special 
wind  up  telling  their  own  stories  of 
coping  with  evil  by  affirming  the  spir¬ 
it  of  goodness,"  he  wrote  in  a  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  PBS  special. 

“It’s  a  valuable  opportunity  to  see 
how  men  and  women  approach  the 
evil  that’s  been  done  to  them  and  to 
others,"  said  Mr.  Moyers. 


Highlights  among  the  prominent 
religious  and  secular  figures  inter¬ 
viewed  are  the  Rev.  Samuel  D.  Proc¬ 
tor,  pastor  of  New  York’s  Abyssinian 
Baptist  Church  in  Harlem,  reflecting 
on  racism;  poet  Maya  Angelou  on  the 
experience  of  being  raped  as  a  child; 
historian  Raul  Hilberg  on  the  Holo¬ 
caust  and  philosopher  Philip  Hallie  on 
the  ambiguity  of  good  and  evil  in  war. 

After  describing  his  World  War  II 
experiences  of  fighting  cruelty  with 
cruelty,  Mr.  Hallie  concludes  "I  am  a 
decent  murderer— and  would  do  it 
again  . . .  Yet  I  have  disgust  for  it— it 
ruined  my  life.” 

The  Wesleyan  University  (Conn.)  pro¬ 
fessor  compares  human  life  in  the  midst 
of  evil  to  the  experience  of  being  caught 
in  a  hurricane,  and  yet  being  able  to  see 
a  bright  blue  sky.  “We  can  push  back 
and  expand  the  blue,”  he  says,  "but 
we’re  in  the  eye  of  the  hurricane." 

Mr.  Proctor  says  in.  his  interview 
that  the  overriding  truth  he  learned  in 
a  lifetime  of  encountering  racial  ha¬ 
tred,  including  his  own  prejudices  and 
false  assumptions,  is  that  "creative 
love  disarms  people  who  are  mean 
and  violent." 


terms  of  their  approach  to  pastoral  min¬ 
istry,”  said  Jackson  W.  Carroll,  vice 
president  and  director  of  research  at 
Hartford  Seminary  in  Connecticut. 

Leadership  styles  differ 

Mr.  Carroll  added,  "They  (women) 
have  different  leadership  styles  in  terms 
of  the  way  they  exercise  authority.  They 
probably  are  more  democratic  in  their 
approach.  They  have  worked  at  being 
much  more  participatory  in  leadership 
and  less  authoritarian.” 

Indeed,  a  study  described  in  the  June 
1987  edition  of  “Review  of  Religious  Re¬ 
search”  found  that  female  pastors  are 
more  likely  to  promote  a  ministry  “less  hi¬ 
erarchical  in  nature,  less  rigid  in  its  struc¬ 
tures  and  which  emphasizes  people  and 
relationships  at  all  levels  of  church  life.” 

Sarah  Cunningham,  a  deacon  at  New 
York’s  Riverside  Church,  predicted  that 
the  female  style  of  ministry  will  precipi¬ 
tate  even  architectural  changes  that  will 
take  into  account  the  influence  of  women 
in  the  ministry. 

Such  an  accommodation,  Ms.  Cunning¬ 
ham  suggested,  would  lead  to  “a  more 
circular,  collegial  approach  to  design 
with  the  center  of  worship  literally  the 

many  ways 

requirement  that  at  least  one-third  of  all 
trustees  be  women. 

In  1987,  27.6  percent  of  local  adminis¬ 
trative  councils  were  headed  by  women, 
an  increase  of  10  percent  over  the  1983 
figure. 

Of  the  3,444  female  ministers,  2,557 
were  pastors  in  local  churches,  with  an¬ 
other  1,891  designated  as  elders. 

And,  of  the  lay  delegates  to  the  Annual 
Conference  in  1987,  54.2  percent  were 
women,  representing  an  increase  of  4 
percent  over  the  1982. 

Enrollment  percentage  rises 

Last  year  the  number  of  women  in  the 
master  of  divinity  program  at  the  13 
United  Methodist-related  seminaries  was 
1,056,  40.8  percent  of  the  total  master  of 
divinity  enrollment. 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson  of  the  UM 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  said,  “Ten  years  ago  people  said 
the  number  of  women  in  seminaries  would 
drop  off,  but  that  has  not  happened. 

“There’s  been  a  steady  increase  in  se- 
mininary  enrollment  and  in  the  number 
of  women  being  ordained.” 


center  of  the  church.” 

Like  many  traditional  churches,  she 
said,  Riverside,  which  is  affiliated  with 
both  the  United  Church  of  Christ  and 
American  Baptist  Church,  is  “designed 
for  the  hierarchical  approach,  the  leader 
being  a  strong  male  figure  who  marches 
down  the  aisle  and  up  the  steps  until  he 
reaches  the  pinnacle  from  where  he 
speaks  out  to  the  congregation. 

"It  goes  against  the  nature  of  a  woman 
to  see  herself  in  that  role.  She  sees  her¬ 
self  in  a  relational  role,  in  close  proximi¬ 
ty  to  those  to  whom  she  is  ministering.” 

Women  can  ask  questions 

The  Rev.  Nancy  Hastings  Sehested,  the 
controversial  pastor  of  the  Prescott  Me¬ 
morial  Baptist  Church  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  observed,  "One  thing  that  women 
are  able  to  do  because  we  are  new  to 
leadership  is  to  ask  questions.” 

Her  church  was  "disfellowshipped” 
from  the  Shelby  County  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion  last  October  because  the  congrega¬ 
tion  had  appointed  a  female  as  pastor. 

“We  can  ask,  why  is  this  the  way  it 
should  be  done,  or,  are  there  other  ways 
more  liberating,  more  in  keeping  with 
what  we  are  called  to  do  in  being  the 
church?”  said  Ms.  Sehested. 

Amy  Eilberg,  the  first  woman  or¬ 
dained  a  rabbi  in  Conservative  Judaism, 
suggested  that  women  are  making  an 
impact  on  both  the  psychology  and  theol¬ 
ogy  of  the  congregations  they  lead. 

"The  days  are  past,”  she  said,  “when 
most  women  felt  that  to  succeed  they 
were  obliged  to  imitate  men,  whether 
with  masculine  clothing  or  with  such 
male  psychological  patterns  as  competi¬ 
tiveness  and  self-assertiveness  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  others,  or  the  tendency  to  value 
the  intellectual  above  the  relational  and 
spiritual  realms.” 

And  the  presence  of  women,  Ms.  Eil¬ 
berg  said,  is  encouraging  a  “more  ma¬ 
ture,  less  literal  theology  in  which  both 
masculine  and  feminine  elements  of  God 
may  be  imagined.” 

Ms.  Sehested,  the  Baptist  pastor  in 
Memphis,  said  female  ministers  often¬ 
times  make  use  of  "liberation”  language, 
explaining,  "We  think  we  are  lifting  up 
the  Biblical  record  that  God’s  voice  is 
most  often  heard  through  the  voice  of 
minorities,  through  the  oppressed. 

“We  think  we  need  to  be  listening  to 
third  world  nations  or  the  oppressed  in 
our  own  country,  those  in  marginal  situa¬ 
tions,  so  we  can  hear  a  fresh  word  from 
God.” 


GEORGETOWN,  Texas — Dr.  Ellsworth  Peterson,  music  professor  at 
UM-related  Southwestern  University,  and  Southwestern  senior  Kenny  Si¬ 
mon  discuss  a  Bach  cantata  during  a  Sunday-evening  listening  session  at 
the  professor’s  home.  For  the  past  year  and  a  half,  Dr.  Peterson,  a  profes¬ 
sional  organist  and  choir  director  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church,  has 
invited  Southwestern  faculty  and  students  and  members  of  the  community 
to  his  home  on  Sunday  evenings  to  “celebrate  the  Gospel”  by  listening  to 
Bach  cantatas. 


Dear  Deborah 

Pastor  wants  to  disband 
mission  giving  and  study 


Dear  Deborah, 

Some  years  ago,  another  woman  and  I 
went  to  the  School  of  Missions  and  came 
home  determined  to  develop  more  mis¬ 
sion  awareness  in  our  church.  We  led  a 
UMW  study  unit,  and  then  our  husbands 
and  other  people  also  got  interested. 

We  developed  an  adult  study  class  on 
missions  on  Sunday  mornings,  and  even¬ 
tually  the  church  adopted  a  policy  of  giv¬ 
ing  all  loose  offerings  each  month  to  a 
different  Advance  Special.  We  have  been 
asked  to  share  our  experience  with  other 
churches,  too. 

Last  summer,  we  got  a  new  pastor, 
and  last  month  he  proposed  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Council  that  we  disband  the 
mission  giving  program  and  study  class. 
He  says  we  should  be  studying  the  Bible 
and  giving  our  funds  to  be  used  to  spread 
the  Gospel.  Both  at  the  council  meeting 
and  later,  I  tried  to  talk  with  him  about 
it,  but  he  is  adamant. 

As  you  could  expect,  this  has  stirred  a 
lot  of  controversy.  The  woman  who  went 
to  School  of  Christian  Missions  with  me 
and  her  husband  have  threatened  to  quit 
the  church  if  this  goes  through.  Others 
have  said  they  will  designate  their  regu¬ 
lar  offering  for  missions  if  the  pastor 
gets  his  way.  What  should  I  do? 

Yani 

Dear  Yani, 

How  exciting  to  hear  about  a 
church  alive  for  missions !  Congratu¬ 
lations  to  you  and  all  the  others.  It  is 


easy  to  imagine  how  upset  you  must 
be.  And  it  is  a  thorny  problem  to 
face. 

You  were  right  to  talk  with  the 
pastor  first.  Is  it  possible  he  would 
be  more  willing  to  talk  with  a  small 
group  of  you?  If  so,  plan  your  pre¬ 
sentation  very  carefully,  including 
the  scriptural  basis  for  missions. 

If  he  still  won't  reconsider  or  com¬ 
promise,  then  evaluate  how  best  to 
proceed  in  a  way  that  will  not  harm 
the  church.  Leaving  or  designating 
ALL  funds  to  missions  are  ways  of 
war,  not  Christian  witness.  Maybe 
you  could  figure  out  how  much  was 
going  to  missions  and  find  people 
who  would  give  that  extra  amount, 
designated  for  missions,  so  the 
church  budget  is  not  damaged  yet 
mission  support  is  continued. 

At  the  same  time,  I  invite  all  of 
you  in  the  “mission  group ”  to  exam¬ 
ine  your  own  attitudes.  Has  missions 
become  such  a  priority  that  worship, 
the  youth  group  or  local  caring  min¬ 
istries  suffer?  Missions  is  a  valid 
part  of  church  life,  but  if  it  takes 
over,  like  any  other  area,  it  becomes 
harmful  to  a  healthy,  balanced 
Christian  life,  for  the  person  or  the 
congregation. 

I  will  be  eager  to  hear  how  you  re¬ 
solve  this.  Please  let  me  know! 
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Guitar  shape  has  special  meaning 

AUSTIN,  Texas— John  Paul  Sargent,  son  of  former  a  United  Methodist 
missionary,  the  Rev.  Russell  Sargent,  recently  secured  a  patent  on  this 
cross-shaped  guitar,  which  he  designed.  The  musician-designer,  born  in 
Chile,  plays  guitar  in  a  band  in  Austin. 


6 Wesley  Walkabout 9 
tour  just  one  surprise 
for  chapeVs  visitors 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

LONDON— A  United  States  visitor  to 
Wesley’s  Chapel  in  London  might  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  hear  a  young  woman  minister 
reading  the  Scripture  lessons  with  an 
American,  not  a  British,  accent. 

Following  the  service,  the  visitor  may 
stay  for  the  soup-and-sandwich  lunch  and 
"Wesley  Walkabout”  tour,  expecting  to 
mingle  with  English  Methodists  and 
learn  about  the  faith  in  the  country 
where  it  was  launched.  If  so,  the  traveler 
may  again  be  surprised  to  be  mingling 
with  people  from  places  like  Texas  and 
Tennessee  rather  than  Bristol  and  New¬ 
castle. 

American  Methodists  have  always  had 
an  affinity  for  the  chapel,  which  is 
known  as  the  "Mother  Church  of  World 
Methodism.” 

The  foundation  stone  was  laid  by  John 
Wesley  himself  on  April  21,  1777;  the 
building  was  opened  on  All  Saints’  Day, 
Nov.  1,  1778;  and  Wesley  ministered 
there  for  the  last  12  years  of  his  life.  As 
its  bicentennial  approached,  however, 
the  structure  had  become  so  deteriorated 
that  it  was  closed  as  unsafe  in  1972. 

British  Methodists  launched  a  world¬ 
wide  appeal  to  save  the  chapel,  and 
Americans  contributed  half  of  the  $2 
million  needed. 

It  was  reopened  exactly  200  years  af¬ 
ter  Wesley  preached  his  first  sermon 
there.  The  ecumenical,  international  ser¬ 
vice  made  history  with  the  participation 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  n,  who  read  a  Scrip¬ 
ture  lesson,  the  first  time  the  titular 
head  of  the  Church  of  England  had  offi¬ 
cially  taken  part  in  a  Methodist  worship 
service. 

Home  restored,  too 

Three  years  later,  John  Wesley’s  house 
adjoining  the  chapel  was  reopened  after 
being  restored  at  a  cost  of  $273,000. 

That  event  drew  some  controversy  be¬ 
cause  of  the  presence  of  Prime  Minister 
Margaret  Thatcher,  who  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  in  Wesley’s  Chapel.  About  20  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Alliance  of  Radical 
Methodists  demonstrated  outside,  saying 
the  Thatcher  government  “has  only  bad 
news  for  the  poor.”  But  the  minister  of 
the  chapel,  the  Rev.  Ronald  Gibbins,  dis¬ 
missed  the  protest  as  “a  lot  of  hot  air.” 

The  final  restoration  at  the  City  Road 
site  of  the  Chapel  took  place  in  1984, 
when  the  crypt  was  reopened  as  the  only 
Museum  of  Methodism  in  the  world. 

Today,  when  visitors  go  behind  the 
chapel  to  examine  Wesley’s  grave,  they 
may  be  surprised  to  see  the  site  sur¬ 


rounded  by  a  glass-encased,  four-story 
office  building  That  structure,  which 
opened  in  1986,  houses  the  offices  of  the 
Reuters  news  agency  in  a  leasing  ar¬ 
rangement  with  the  chapel  trustees. 

Woman  minister  an  intern 

The  woman  minister  who  reads  the 
Scripture  lessons  at  Sunday  morning  ser¬ 
vices  and  preaches  at  Thursday  lunch¬ 
time  services  is  the  Rev  Andrea  Pritts. 
The  24-year-old  United  Methodist  is  a 
student  at  the  Methodist  Theological 
School  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  popularly 
known  as  Methesco,  and  is  on  a  one-year 
internship  at  Wesley’s  Chapel.  She  is  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  American  theology 
students  to  have  the  internship  since  it 
was  launched  in  1979. 

Asked  her  impressions  of  the  chapel 
from  an  American  perspective,  Ms. 
Pritts  smilingly  recalled  that  when  she 
began  last  September  one  of  her  first 
thoughts  was,  "My  goodness,  these  peo¬ 
ple  do  like  to  sing!” 

She  said  she  had  also  been  impressed 
with  the  social  consciousness  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  which  she  contrasted  with 
many  American  Methodist  churches. 

That  consciousness  is  reflected  by  the 
Rev.  Douglas  Wollen,  the  79-year-old  his¬ 
torian  of  the  church,  who  displays  a  CND 
(Campaign  for  Nuclear  Disarmament) 
button  just  below  his  clerical  collar. 

“I  don’t  see  how  the  church  can  bless 
nuclear  weapons  any  more  than  it  could 
bless  the  devil  himself,”  he  says  in  his 
forthright  style. 

Tour  features  puckish  humor 

Mr.  Wollen  takes  pleasure  in  leading 
the  "Wesley  Walkabouts"  after  lunch  on 
Sundays.  He  combines  a  puckish  humor 
with  self-described  “Marxist  Method¬ 
ism,"  to  give  a  unique  commentary  on 
the  history  of  the  chapel.  Mr.  Wollen’s  in¬ 
formal  talks  place  a  heavy  emphasis  on 
Wesley’s  social  ministry  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  where  he  founded  a  free  medical 
clinic  and  dispensary  and  a  free  school. 

Mr.  Gibbins,  who  has  been  pastor  since 
the  chapel  was  reopened  10  years  ago,  is 
anticipating  his  retirement  next  year.  He 
says  that  although  the  chapel’s  interra¬ 
cial  congregation  numbers  only  about  75, 
it  makes  up  in  quality  for  what  it  may 
lack  in  quantity 

He  is  looking  forward  to  another  huge 
throng  on  May  24.  the  250th  anniversary 
of  Wesley’s  “conversion  experience”  on 
Aldersgate  Street,  when  Cardinal  Basil 
Hume  will  lead  another  international, 
ecumenical  worship  service. 


History  of  Hymns 

6 Were  you  there’  captures 
‘terror,  tragedy’  of  moment 


Were  you  there  when  they  crucified 
my  Lord? 

Were  you  there  when  they  crucified 
my  Lord? 

Oh!  Sometimes  it  causes  me  to 
tremble. 

Were  you  there  when  they  crucified 
my  Lord? 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Here  is  one  of  the  best-known  and 
most  widely  sung  of  the  great  body  of 
$ongs  referred  to  as  Afro-American 
spirituals.  This  unique  category  of  songs 
emerged  in  the  South  in  the  19th  century. 

"Were  You  There"  was  described  by 
the  famed  contralto  Marian  Anderson 
as  the  most  deeply  emotional  song  she 
knew,  for  she  felt  that  it  captured  "all 
the  terror  and  tragedy  of  that  awful  mo¬ 
ment  in  the  world’s  history." 

Today’s  hymnals  include  three  or  four 
of  the  several  stanzas  that  have  been  as¬ 
sociated  with  this  spiritual.  Some  of 
these  are:  "Were  you  there  when  they 
nailed  him  to  the  tree,”  “Were  you  there 
when  they  pierced  him  in  the  side,” 
“Were  you  there  when  the  sun  refused  to 
shine,"  "Were  you  there  when  he  bowed 
his  head  and  died”  and  “Were  you  there 
when  they  laid  him  in  the  tomb." 


The  stanza  which  begins  "Were  you 
there  when  he  rose  up  from  the  grave”  is 
not  a  part  of  spiritual  tradition,  for  this 
is  a  song  of  the  passion  of  our  Lord,  not 
his  Resurrection.  There  is  no  mention  of 
the  Resurrection  in  this  song  in  any  of 
the  early  publications  of  spirituals. 

Black  slaves  identified  with  Jesus’  suf¬ 
fering  and  death  on  the  cross.  James 
Cone  suggests  that  Jesus’  death  was  a 
“symbol  of  their  suffering,  trials  and 
tribulations  in  an  unfriendly  world.  They 
knew  the  agony  of  rejection  and  the  pain 
of  hanging  from  a  tree.” 

Though  spirituals  were  known  early  in 
the  19th  century,  their  popularity 
emerged  after  the  Civil  War.  Groups  of 
students  from  Fisk  University,  Hampton 
Institute  and  Tuskeegee  Institute  sang 
these  songs  around  the  world. 

The  version  of  "Were  You  There” 
most  familiar  to  us  first  appeared  in 
1907  in  a  small  collection  of  spirituals 
published  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  two 
brothers,  John  W.  Work  and  Frederick  J. 
Work.  To  them  we  are  indebted  for  this 
song  of  our  Lord's  passion.  As  we  sing  it, 
we  ponder  thoughtfully  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  at  Calvary. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"  Jesus  Christ  Is  Risen  Today  ” 


I 


* 
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A  Supplement  to  the  Louisiana  Conference  edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter 


Good  Samaritan  Ministries 


of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 


P.o.  Box  1 51 09  Station  B  •  New  Orleans,  Louisiana  70175*  (504)  895-7709 


Since  1886  we  have  been  serving  chil¬ 
dren  and  their  parents.  We  began  as  a 
Home  for  Unwed  Mothers.  Since  July 
1973  we  have  been  a  Home  for  Children 
in  Need.  Today  we  offer  two  programs: 
(1)  Emergency  Shelter  and  (2)  Treatment 
in  a  Foster  Home  setting. 

Our  Emergency  Shelter  is  one  of  only 
six  shelters  not  connected  to  a  resident 
institution  in  the  state.  It  is  the  largest 
shelter  with  a  licensed  capacity  of  60.  It 
is  the  only  shelter  that  serves  children 
from  birth  to  14  years.  This  enables  us  to 
keep  large  families  together  such  as  the 
seven  children  who  came  to  us  recently. 

Here  Is  Our  1987 
Emergency  Shelter  Report: 


How  many  children  came: 

323 

How  many  days  of  care: 

14,377 

Why  they  came: 

Neglect  — 132 

41.5% 

Abandonment  —  27 

8.4% 

Physical /Sexual 

Abuse  — 105 

32.5% 

Other  —  57 

17.6% 

Parish  they  came  from: 
Orleans  — 175 


Jefferson  — 103 
Plaquemines  —  14 
St.  Bernard  —  20 
St.  Charles  —  6 
St.  John  —  1 
E.  Baton  Rouge  —  1 
Terrebone  —  1 
Ouchita  —  2 

Where  they  went: 

Foster  Home  — 113 
Parents  —  50 
Relatives  —  62 
Institutions  —  58 

How  long  they  stayed: 

1- 45  days  —  170 
45-75  days  —  38 
76-105  days  —  48 
over  105  days  —  27 

Average  length  of  stay:  43  days 

How  old  were  they: 

Birth  to  24  months  —  36 

2- 5  years  —  73 
6-11  years  —  132 
12-14  years  —  82 

Number  by  race  &  sex: 

Female  159  49.2% 


Ethnic 

174 

53.9% 

Male 

164 

50.8%. 

Caucasian 

149 

46.1% 

WHAT  IT  COST  TO  OPERATE  IN  1987 

Shelter  Expenses 
Payments  from 

$855,438 

State 

673,649 

($181,789) 

Foster  Home 

Treatment  Exp. 
State  Purchase 

$89,929 

of  Services 

83,687 

Total 

( 

6,242) 

($188,031) 

HOW  WE  PAID  THE  DIFFERENCE 

Income: 

Good  Samaritan 

Offering 

$46,358 

Louisiana  Conf. 

Churches 
Individual  and 

32,661 

Group  Gifts 
Interest  from 

90,955 

Endowment 

12,328 

Other 

5,729 

Total 

$188,031 

Methodist  Children’s  Home 

A  Letter  From  Prison  — 


He  Sexually  Abused  His  Daughter 


The  use  of  the  26  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  video-taped  talk  shows  concerning 
problems  and  needs  of  children,  youth 
and  families  has  been  well  received  from 
coast  to  coast.  Video  tapes  have  been  re¬ 
quested  and  mailed  to  mental  health 
clinics,  doctors,  schools,  state  health  de¬ 
partments,  civic  groups,  churches,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women,  United  Methodist 
Men  and  youth  groups  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  Many  letters  and  phone  calls  have 
been  received  from  those  who  have  seen 
the  tapes. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  Louisiana 
Methodists  and  others  who  think  we  are 
an  orphanage,  don’t  even  know  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home  exists  in  Ruston, 
and /or .don’t  know  we  are  greatly  in  need 
of  financial  support. 

The  video  tapes  are  a  ministry  of 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  and  also  tell 
people  in  all  50  states  and  several  for¬ 
eign  countries,  who  we  are,  what  we  do 
and  how  we  do  it. 

Recently  we  received  a  letter  from  a 
father  in  prison  in  a  western  state.  He  is 
serving  time  for  sexually  abusing  his 
daughter.  The  following  letter  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  the  father  after  he  viewed  the  doc¬ 
umentary  about  the  Home.  Only  the 
names  have  been  changed. 

Dear  Sirs: 

Would  you  please  send  me  an  appli¬ 
cation  for  entrance  into  the  Children’s 
Home  for  my  daughter,  Mary? 

I  am  an  inmate  at  a  western  state 
prison.  I  am  here  for  molesting  my 
daughter. 

My  wife,  Mary’s  mother,  left  Mary 
behind  while  I  was  go»ng  through  the 
court  system,  and  moved  to  another 
state.  My  wife  is  not  interested  in 
have  Mary  back  with  her.  Not  only 
has  Mary  been  sexually  abused  by 
me,  but  she  has  also  been  emotionally 
abused  by  her  mother.  Mary  and  I 
have  had  two  two-day  visits  with  our 
own  counselors.  All  four  of  us  felt 
they  were  very  good  visits,  and  Mary 
and  I  worked  at  our  problems.  I  told 
her  it  is  my  fault  that  I  am  in  prison, 
not  hers. 

Mary  and  I  now  write  each  other 
every  week,  and  we  are  happy  with 


each  other  again. 

The  problem  is  I  still  have  to  serve 
my  time,  and  Mary  is  being  moved 
around  too  much.  In  two  years,  she 
has  lived  in  four  foster  and  two  group 
homes,  plus  going  back  to  the  same 
group  three  times. 

I  don’t  like  that  at  all.  The  poor  kid 
needs  a  stable  home  like  the  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home. 

I  wrote  a  letter  to  my  parent’s  min¬ 
ister  at  a  Methodist  Church  in  Califor- 
nia.  He  also  saw  your  half-hour 
program  about  the  Home  last  month 
when  I  was  watching  the  documenta¬ 
ry  of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home 
broadcast  from  Shreveport,  Louisiana 
on  my  t.v. 

I  hope  your  organization  can  help 
me.  I  want  to  get  my  daughter  in  a 
stable  and  good  home. 

It’s  interesting  that  his  parent’s  minis¬ 
ter  in  another  western  state  far  from  the 
state  prison  also  watched  the  show. 

Unfortunately,  we  were  unable  to  help 
the  father  or  the  girl.  First,  because  we 
can  admit  only  children  from  Louisiana. 
Secondly,  we  turn  away  up  to  500  chil¬ 
dren  who  need  help  each  year  because 
we  do  not  have  the  staff  or  facilities  to 


help  them. 

A  member  of  our  staff  answered  the 
father's  letter  with  suggestions  as  to  how 
he  can  help  his  daughter  with  agencies  in 
that  western  state. 

Our  talk  show  and  documentary  are 
now  in  re-runs.  It  has  been  on  satellite 
for  11  months  and  the  responses  have 
been  gratifying. 

This  extension  ministry  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Children’s  Home  is  seen  by  millions 
each  Sunday  morning  from  a  satellite. 
There  is  no  way  of  telling  how  many 
children,  youth  and  families  are  being 
helped. 

We  know  this  project  has  brought  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
and  Louisiana  Methodism  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  viewers  from  coast  to  coast  in  a 
positive  and  favorable  way. 

The  documentary  and  26  talk  shows 
are  available  on  VHS  5  inch  and  3/«  inch 
video  tapes. 

For  more  information  or  a  complete 
listing  of  the  titles,  topics  and  guest  ex¬ 
perts  on  each  tape,  write: 

Rev.  August  E.  Aamodt 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 

P.  O.  Box  92 9 

Ruston,  LA  71275 


PUTTING  IT  TOGETHER  —  Host  Augie  Aamodt,  left,  Director  of  Development, 
Michael  Harper,  AIDS  specialist  from  Louisiana  State  University  Medical  School, 
middle  and  Dr.  Paul  Ware,  M.D.,  of  Shreveport,  whojs  the  consulting  psychiatrist  at 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home,  right,  prepare  a  “Talk  Show”  at  Alternate  View  Net¬ 
work  in  Shreveport. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital 

PMMH Introduces  Senior  Focus  Program 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  of  New  Orleans  is  proud  to  announce 
the  introduction  of  Senior  Focus,  a  pro¬ 
gram  designed  to  meet  the  special  needs 
of  adults  age  55  and  over. 

“Older  adults  have  identifiable  needs, 
and  the  right  to  health  care  that  is  acces¬ 
sible  and  affordable,"  said  Frederick  C. 
Young,  Jr.,  Hospital  President. 

“There  are  a  significant  number  of  se¬ 
niors  in  our  primary  service  area.  It  is 
our  responsibility  to  do  all  that  we  can  to 
help  this  important,  and  ever  growing 
segment  of  our  population,"  continued 
Young. 

According  to  Carol  Beck,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  Patient  Services,  and  Chairperson, 
Senior  Focus  Task  Force,  the  Senior  Fo¬ 
cus  program,  which  will  be  introduced  to 
the  community  this  month,  will  offer  a 
package  of  health-related  services  and 
activities  that  are  aimed  at  maintaining 
and  restoring  the  health  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  thousands  of  senior  adults  over 
55. 


A  survey  of  patients  discharged  from 
the  Methodist  Skilled  Nursing  Unit,  pa¬ 
tients  of  the  Methodist  Home  Health  pro¬ 
gram,  and  past  participants  of  our 
Successful  Aging  Workshop  was  conduct¬ 
ed.  The  Task  Force  then  developed  the 
program  components  as  weli  as  the  im¬ 
plementation  process  from  survey  re¬ 
sults. 

The  addition  of  the  Senior  Focus  pro¬ 
gram  further  enhances  the  full-range  of 
services  offered  by  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital  for  the  elderly.  Other 
services  include  the  ongoing  Successful 
Aging  Workshops  sponsored  by  Well- 
spring,  the  Hospital’s  community  educa¬ 
tion  program,  the  Skilled  Nursing  Unit, 
and  the  Home  Health  Program. 

For  a  life-time  membership  fee  of 
only  $10  per  person,  a  member  will  be 
entitled  to  numerous  benefits  well  before 
hospitalization  may  be  required. 

By  presenting  the  Senior  Focus  mem¬ 
bership  card,  the  admission  and  dis¬ 
charge  processes  will  be  expedited. 


Upon  availability,  a  member  will  be 
eligible  to  receive  a  private  room  at  a 
semi-private  room  rate. 

During  a  hospital  stay,  a  spouse,  rela¬ 
tive  or  friend  will  receive  special  com¬ 
plimentary  services,  such  as  three  meals 
per  day,  coffee  and  tea,  and  a  cot  without 
charge. 

Following  discharge,  a  member  is  en¬ 
titled  to  one  home  health  visit  at  no  cost. 

A  member  need  not  worry  about  com¬ 
plicated  Medicare  and  insurance  claim 
forms.  A  Senior  Focus  representative 
will  provide  assistance  in  the  proper 
completion  of  the  forms.  A  member  will 
also  receive  instruction  in  proper  medi¬ 
cation  management. 

Wellness  and  health  screening  pro¬ 
grams  will  also  be  available  for  mem¬ 
bers. 

Other  services  include  special  inpa¬ 
tient  and  outpatient  discounts,  cafeteria 
and  pharmacy  discounts  and  Travel  Club 
benefits. 

For  more  information  or  an  applica¬ 
tion  call  (504)  244-4990. 


TAKING  GOOD  CARE  —  Wellspring  Coordinator  Bettye  Calametti,  RN,  MN.  M.Ed.,  left,  checks  a  senior  adult  at  a  recent 
health  fair  sponsored  by  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital. 


Lafon  Home 


NEW  LEADERS  —  The  newly  elected  officers  of  the  Lafon  Board  for  1988  are, 
from  1.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Willie  Mae  Ware,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Mrs.  Myraline  Ja¬ 
mison,  First  Vice  President;  Mrs.  Alice  Porter,  President;  Mrs.  Hazel  Gallaber, 
treasurer  and  Miss  Mildred  Edinburgh,  life  member  joining  at  the  Annual  Meeting. 


Sit-In  Service 

The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  observed  their  Sit-In  Service  on 
Sunday,  Feb.  21,  at  11:00  a.m.  at  the  St. 
Luke  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
view,  New  Orleans.  Rev.  Richard  Meek 
is  the  pastor.  There  were  more  than  20 
persons  attending  the  event. 

The  purpose  of  the  observance  is 
three-fold: 

1.  Spiritual  uplift  for  the  group. 

2.  To  show  appreciation  and  thanks  to 
God  for  the  success  of  our  efforts  that  we 
have  been  unable  to  extend  to  the  institu¬ 
tion  and  the  residents  through  the  coop¬ 
eration  of  individuals  and  organizations. 

3.  We  need  to  be  visible  to  churches, 
organizations  and  individuals.  The  ser¬ 
mon  was  inspiring  and  the  service  was 
inspirational.  The  members  of  the 
church  were  warm  and  friendly. 


BIG  PRESENTATION  —  Dr.  Stone  Caraway,  District  Superintendent  of  New  Orleans/Slidell  presents  keys  to  a  seven  pas¬ 
senger  Ford  Aerostar  Van  to  Mr.  Edward  Lang,  Administrator  of  the  Lafon  Home.  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  Mrs.  Lucinda  Bynum,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mrs.  Josephine  Capleton,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mrs. 
Veora  Lundy,  President  of  the  Lafon  Auxiliary,  and  board  members  Rev.  Nathaniel  Williams  and  Mr.  Ernest  Arnold  were  also 
on  hand  for  the  presentation. 
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ely  UMC  Opens  New  Building  with  Special  Service 


Great  things  have  happened  recently 
in  Baton  Rouge  for  Neely  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  On  Sunday,  February  28, 
the  congregation,  family,  friends  and 
previous  pastors  celebrated  the  Conse¬ 
cration  of  their  npw  church  building  with 


a  special  service  of  worship. 

“There  were  700+  in  attendance  at 
the  service  —  some  people  were  not 
even  able  to  get  in  through  the  back 
door,"  Rev.  Donald  Avery  said.  “That’s 
ouit.e  s  number  for  a  church  with  about 


160  members.” 

There  were  several  people  involved 
with  the  Service  who  had  previous  con¬ 
nections  with  Neely,  such  as  Rev.  J.  W. 
Wilson,  former  District  Superintendent 
and  retired  minister,  Rev.  Bertrand  Grif- 


BRAND  NEW  -  Neely  United  Methodist  Church  recently  held  their  Consecration  Service  lor  the  new  church  facility.  The 
sanctuary  seats  approximately  350,  with  an  overflow  area  that  will  hold  another  150  people. 


fin,  previous  interim  pastor  and  present 
Chaplain  at  Dixon  Correctional  Institute, 
Rev.  Roger  Lathan,  who  grew  up  as  a 
member  of  Neely  and  is  currently  the 
Director  of  Special  Ministries  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  Dr. 
Kirby  Vining,  present  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette 
district. 

During  the  Civil  Rights  Movement, 
Neely  UMC  was  very  politically  active 
and  a  number  of  meetings  were  held  in 
the  old  church.  Many  of  the  people  who 
had  participated  in  those  meetings  were 
anxious  to  come  back  and  be  a  part  of 
the  Consecration  Service,  also. 

The  new  building  is  not  something  that 
happened  overnight,  but  it  seemed  to 
build  up  speed  once  the  project  got  un¬ 
derway. 

“We  received  a  $200,000  loan  from  the 
United  Methodist  Development  Fund,  a 
fund  that  is  handled  through  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,”  Avery  said.  "That’s 
where  the  money  came  from.  Hollen, 
Head  and  Harrison,  who  are  construction 
agents  for  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  were  the  contractors.” 

The  property  was  purchased  in  August 
of  1986  and  the  loan  was  approved  July 
1987.  In  August  1987  the  groundbreaking 
was  held  with  the  construction  getting  un¬ 
derway  in  September  1987.  A  year-and-a 
half  later,  the  Consecration  Service  was 
the  big  event  in  what  was  a  dream  of  the 
congregation  at  Neely. 

"If  someone  had  asked  me  one  year 
ago  if  I  thought  all  this  could  have  hap¬ 
pened  this  fast,  I  would  say  I  did  not  even 
have  this  vision,”  Avery  said.  "I  told  peo¬ 
ple  it  would  happen  faster  than  they 
thought,  but  I  did  not  think  it  could  hap¬ 


pen  this  fast.” 

The  sanctuary  seats  350  with  an  over¬ 
flow  area  that  seats  approximately  150 
more.  This  overflow  area  has  multiple 
purposes  —  it  can  be  used  as  a  large 
classroom  or  a  meeting  room.  The 
church  has  5,700  square  feet 

The  old  church  building  had  some  very 
serious  structural  problems,  including  a 
sagging  and  leaking  roof. 

“Neely  has  always  been  a  community 
involved  church  with  an  open  door  and 
the  new  facility  places  a  new  mark  of 
impression  upon  the  whole  community,” 
Avery  said. 

The  congregation  is  now  actively  pro¬ 
gramming  themselves  for  growth  and 
development.  Discussions  are  presently 
underway  with  other  churches  and  agen¬ 
cies  to  involve  the  Neely  congregation 
more  actively  in  mission. 

The  new  church  is  strategically  locat¬ 
ed  between  the  Leo  Butler  Center,  a  so¬ 
cial  agency  extension  of  the  City  of 
Baton  Rouge,  and  the  YMCA.  In  fact,  the 
congregation  held  a  reception  following 
the  Consecration  Service  at  the  YMCA. 

During  the  month  of  March,  Neely 
held  what  they  called  ‘Memorial 
Month,"  during  which  former  sons  of  the 
church  came  home  to  preach.  These  in¬ 
cluded  Rev.  A1  Norris,  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan  and  Rev.  Leslie  Norris. 

There  was  something  of  a  community 
effort  Involved  to  put  the  finishing  touch¬ 
es  on  the  church  as  members  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  came  forth  to  lend  a  hand 
placing  sod,  landscaping  and  touching  up 
paint  here  and  there. 

"The  whole  building  project  breathed 
new  life  into  the  congregation,”  Avery 
said.  "On  this  occasion,  I  have  never  seen 


any  greater  evidence  of  the  resurrection 
than  the  whole  experience  here  of  build¬ 
ing  the  church." 

"It’s  been  a  very  rewarding  experi¬ 
ence,  not  so  much  that  I  had  anything 
personally  to  do  with  it,  but  how  God 
could  work  and  do  something  we  didn't 
think  we  could,”  Avery  said. 


PAINTING  PREACHER  -  A  number 
of  members  of  Neely  UMC  helped  add 
the  final  touches  to  the  church  prior  to 
the  Consecration  Service,  including  Rev. 
Don  Avery,  pictured  above. 


On  Ghe  Way  ^.  . 


Easter  brings  us  a  word  for  our  dying  and  a  word  for  our  living!  Hans 
Kung  in  his  book,  Why  I  Am  Still  A  Christian,  pulls  these  thoughts  together 
in  what  for  me  is  a  wonderful  Easter  message!  Speaking  of  the  clear  alter¬ 
native  before  each  of  us,  he  says: 

“There  is  a  possibility  that  we  die  into  nothingness.  I  would  not  deny  my 
respect  for  anyone  who  adopts  this  position.  This  is  a  view  which  sometimes 
demands  heroism,  and  can  certainly  not  be  refuted.  Of  course  no  one  has 
proved  it  positively  either. 

"There  has  never  yet  been  anyone  who  could  prove  that  we  die  into  noth¬ 
ingness,  that  all  our  living,  laboring,  loving  and  suffering  ends  in  nothing¬ 
ness  and  was  ultimately  for  nothing.  And  to  me  this  possibility  does  not 
seem  reasonable;  under  no  circumstances  does  it  seem  reasonable. 

“This  is  the  other  possibility:  that  we  die  into  an  absolute  reality  which  we 
call  God,  because  we  still  have  no  better  name  for  it.  This  alternative  too 
cannot  be  proved;  nor  of  course  can  it  be  refuted.  Here  every  human  being 
is  faced  with  a  decision  that  no  one  can  take  away.  We  have  no  rational 
proof  for  eternal  life  . . . 

"We  can  commit  ourselves  to  this  in  enlightened  reasonable  trust.  Truly, 
not  to  console  ourselves  with  the  promise  of  a  hereafter,  but  to  set  ourselves 
all  the  more  decisively  in  the  here  and  now,  in  this  life,  in  this  present-day 
society  . . .  Think:  if  God  really  exists  and  if  He  really  is  God,  He  cannot  be 
merely  the  God  of  the  beginning,  but  must  be  the  God  of  the  end.  Then  He  is 
our  Finisher  as  well  as  our  Creator.” 

Long  ago  I  placed  my  trust  and  faith  in  this  eternal,  living  God.  There¬ 
fore,  I  believe  in  my  own  eternal  life. 

Because  of  Christ,  I  die  every  day  and  I  rise  every  day.  Because  He  lives, 
I  am  alive  also.  Because  chance,  fate,  kings  and  desperate  people  couldn’t 
hold  Him.  they  can’t  hold  me  either. 

Happy  Easter,  for  this  life  and  the  life  to  come!! 


Family  Ministries  Workshop  Set 
at  Morningside  UMC,  Shreveport 


The  Family  Ministries  workshop  has 
been  set  for  April  17th,  from  4:00  p.m.  to 
8:30  p.m.  at  Morningside  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Shreveport.  Persons  who 
should  attend  include  local  family  minis¬ 
try  coordinators  and/or  staff.  Cost  is  $5, 
which  includes  supper. 

The  resource  person  for  the  workshop 
will  be  Mrs.  Jessy  E.  Thomas,  Director 
of  Family  Ministries,  National  Board  of 
Discipleship  in  Nashville.  Mrs.  Thomas, 
a  lecturer,  family  therapist  and  a  Certi¬ 
fied  Substance  Abuse  Counselor,  comes 
from  Maine  where  she  has  lived  for  11 
years.  She  is  married  to  Rev.  C.  V. 
Thomas,  D.  Min.  and  they  have  two  sons. 
Jessy  and  her  family  moved  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  from  India  in  1976  when  her 
husband  was  given  a  parish  charge  in 
Newport,  Maine.  Jessy  has  been  very  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  local  church,  in  the  Maine 


Conference  and  in  the  community. 

As  a  professional,  she  has  been  a  very 
effective  therapist/counselor  for  many 
individuals,  families,  couples  and  chil¬ 
dren.  She  possesses  special  skills  in  ex¬ 
pressive  therapy  and  in  family 
restoration.  She  designed,  organized  and 
directed  special  therapy  groups  for  adult 
children  from  chemically  dependent 
families.  She  has  been  a  resourceful  con¬ 
sultant  and  trainer  for  the  Department 
of  Human  Service  Staff  and  for  the 
school  system. 

Make  your  plans  to  attend  this  event 
and  don’t  forget  to  get  your  registration 
in  to  the  district  office.  Please  send  your 
check  along  with  your  name,  address  and 
phone  number,  to  the  Shreveport  district 
office  no  later  than  April  13th.  Advance 
registration  is  required.  A  nursery  will 
be  provided  by  reservation  only. 
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Pastor’s  School  Scheduled  for 
August  1  -4  at  Centenary  College 


CrossLines  Ministry  Seeks  New 
Director  —  Awarded  Major  Grants 


For  those  who  chose  not  to  attend  Pas¬ 
tor’s  School  in  England,  be  assured  there 
will  also  be  Pastor’s  School  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport,  August  1-4.  The 
focus  for  1988  is  "Preaching  for  Trans¬ 
formation,”  in  which  we  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  look  at  our  own  homileti- 
cal  strengths  and  styles. 

Leading  the  school  throughout  the 
week  will  be  Dr.  Zan  Holmes,  Professor 
of  Preaching,  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  current  pastor  of  St.  Luke’s 
Community  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Dallas;  and  Dr.  James  Armstrong,  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  Preaching  at  Iliff  School  of 
Theology,  Denver.  These  two  respected 
leaders  in  preaching  will  guide  our  study 
through  dialogue,  lecture,  preaching  and 
feedback.  A  variety  of  small  group  set¬ 
tings  will  also  be  available  according  to 
one’s  personal  interest. 

Pastors  will  be  receiving  a  brochure 
soon  describing  in  detail  the  schedule, 
options  and  the  cost  for  this  year.  Rev. 
Van  Dickens  is  serving  as  the  d|an. 


PMMH  to  host  Cancer  Awareness  Fair  14 15 


The  Board  of  Directors  for  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  CrossLines  Ministry  announces  the 
resignation  of  Rev.  Janice  Cain  as  Direc¬ 
tor,  effective  March  14, 1988. 

Resumes  for  the  position  may  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802. 
Deadlines  for  resumes  will  be  April  11; 
candidates  will  be  interviewed  on  April 
18  at  the  Conference  Headquarters  in 
Baton  Rouge.  United  Methodist  candi¬ 
dates  will  receive  preferential  consider¬ 
ation. 

The  Board  also  announces  that  a  ma¬ 
jor  funding  grant  for  $22,500  for  1988  has 


been  received  from  the  Frost  Founda¬ 
tion.  In  addition  to  this,  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  expressed  strong,  positive  support  on 
a  program-by-program  basis  to  Louisi¬ 
ana  CrossLines  Projects. 

Within  our  own  Conference,  grants  for 
1988  from  both  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  and  the  Ethnic  Minority  Lo¬ 
cal  Church  Fund  have  been  received. 

During  these  interim  weeks  prior  to 
the  appointment  of  a  new  director,  the 
CrossLines  Board  will  be  active  consult¬ 
ing  existing  programs,  researching  data 
and  raising  further  funds. 


Centennial  Celebration  Set  for 
David  Haas  Memorial  in  Bunkie 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  will  sponsor  its  second  Cancer 
Awareness  Health  Fair  on  Saturday, 
April  9th  from  9:00  a  m.  until  1:00  p.m. 
on  the  Hospital’s  fourth  floor. 

The  free  community  event,  conducted 
by  Wellspring  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  Cancer  Society,  will  include 
special  screenings,  teaching  sessions, 
films  and  the  distribution  of  educational 
materials.  Screenings  will  be  offered  to 
detect  skin  cancer,  oral  cancer,  and  co¬ 
lorectal  cancer.  Blood  pressures  will 
also  be  checked. 

Dermatologist  John  M.  Daly,  MD,  will 
conduct  screenings  for  skin  cancer.  Oral 
Surgeon  Daniel  E.  Buras,  DDS,  and  Ro- 
mel  J.  Madison,  DDS  will  screen  for  oral 
cancer  at  the  Health  Fair. 

Gloria  Bernard,  RN,  MSN,  OCN  will 
instruct  participants  on  the  use  of  the  co¬ 


lorectal  cancer  take-home  kits.  Partici¬ 
pants  will  return  the  completed  tests  to 
the  Laboratory.  Results  will  be  sent  to 
the  participant  as  well  as  to  the  personal 
physician. 

Films  will  be  shown  followed  by  ques- 
tion-and-answer  sessions  led  by  Oncolo¬ 
gists  Melissa  Brammer,  MD,  and 
Alexander  Washington,  MD. 

The  Health  Fair  will  also  feature 
teaching  sessions  on  breast  self-exami¬ 
nation  led  by  Debbie  Culotta,  RN,  and 
testicular  self-examination  by  Reginald 
Vicks,  RN. 

Educational  information  on  the  topics 
of  cancer  support  groups,  mammogra¬ 
phy,  nutrition,  stopping  smoking  and 
many  other  cancer-related  topics  will  be 
available. 

For  more  information,  call  Wellspring 
at  244-5728. 


FINAL  TOUCHES  —  Neely  UMC  member  Oscar  Watson  lends  a  hand  around  the 
new  church  facility  to  perfect  every  detail  for  the  Consecration  Service  held  recent¬ 
ly. 

I —  April  Conference  Calendar - j 

3  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

5  Annual  Clergy  Golf  Tournament,  Alexandria  Country  Club 
7  Youth  Service  Ministries  (Scouting) 

Meeting  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00  a.m. 

7  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  Educational  Program 

Stewardship  Workshop,  Ramada  Hotel,  Baton  Rouge 
Parsonette's  Conference  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma 

General  Board  of  Discipleship  Regional  Covenant  Meeting,  Wichita,  Kansas 
UMW  Quadrennial  Meeting,  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Little  Rock,  Arkansas 
Meeting  of  District  Lay  Leaders  and  Associate  Leaders  with  Conference  Lay 
Leader 

TMT  Children’s  Workshop  in  Each  District.  See  District  Office  for  time  and 
place. 

Cabinet  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 
Dogwood  Time  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
Conference  Nominating  Committee  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:00 
a.m. 

Louisiana  Conference  Clergy  Women’s  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  Alexandria  (2 
p.m.  on  14th  until  2  p.m.  on  15th) 

UMW  Finance,  Membership  and  Nominations  Committee  Meetings 
General  Conference  Hearings  for  Clergy  and  Laity,  Northern  part  of  state: 
Noel  Church,  Shreveport,  10:00  a.m.-noon;  Southern  part  of  state:  First 
Church,  Baton  Rouge,  10:00  a.m.-noon 

New  Orleans-Slidell  District  Board  of  Laity  Dinner  Meeting,  First  Church, 
Slidell 

TMT  Youth  Workshop  in  Each  District.  See  District  Office  for  time  and  place. 
Council  of  Bishops,  Semi-annual  Meeting,  Kansas  City,  MO 
Coastal  Erosion  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 
Louisiana  Moral  &  Civic  Foundation  Awards  Banquet,  LSU  Faculty  Club,  7:30 
p.m. 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Spring  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Leisure/ Recreation  Workshop,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fay¬ 
etteville,  AR 

Taylor-Johnson  Temperament  Analysis  Workshop,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge  (From  2:00  p.m.  on  19th  until  3:00  p.m.  on  20th) 

TMT  Adult  Workshop  in  Each  District.  See  District  Office  for  time  and  place. 
26-May  6  General  Conference,  St.  Louis,  MO 
30  Small  Church  Workshop,  Winnfield,  10:00  a.m.-3:00  p.m. 


8-9 

8- 9 
8-10 
8-10 
9 

9- 11 

11-14 

11-14 

14 


16 

16-18 

17- 22 
18 
18 

18- 20 

18- 23 

19- 20 
23-25 


The  David  Haas  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Bunkie  will  cele¬ 
brate  their  100  years  of  ministry  in  Bun¬ 
kie  on  April  22,  23  and  24.  All  former 
ministers  and  members  of  the  Bunkie 
church  are  invited  to  the  festivities 


planned  for  that  weekend. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
the  church  at  (318)  346-2764.  Rev.  Charles 
Floyd  is  the  pastor  at  David  Haas  Memo¬ 
rial. 


Information  Needed 


Ministers’  Wives’  Retreat  Set 

The  Twelfth  Annual  Ministers’  Wives'  with  lunch  on  Saturday. 


Those  who  are  responsible  for  plan¬ 
ning  the  Alumni  Banquets  at  Annual 
Conference  are  urged  to  give  the  times 
and  locations  of  these  events  to  the  Con¬ 


ference  Secretary  as  soon  as  possible. 
Please  send  this  information  to  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
70802. 


Retreat  is  scheduled  for  April  8-9  at 
Camp  Istrouma.  Led  by  various  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group,  this  year’s  retreat  will 
explore  the  theme  “Learning  is  Change.” 

Registration  will  begin  at  5  p.m.  on 
Friday  and  the  retreat  will  conclude 


Participants  are  reminded  to  bring 
their  own  linens.  The  cost  of  the  retreat 
is  $17.50.  For  more  information,  please 
contact  Linda  Taylor  at  2512  Margie, 
Metairie,  LA.  70003. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Debating  a  new  statement  on  doctrinal  standards 

‘We  have  to  take  Wesley9 s  thought 
and  adapt  it  to  a  brand  new  world9 


APRIL  1,  1988 


Q 

A 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  two  interviews 
that  follow  were  conducted  by  UMR  As¬ 
sociate  Editor  Stephen  Swecker.  They 
cover  differing  views  on  a  proposed  revi¬ 
sion  of  United  Methodism’s  statement  on 
doctrine  and  doctrinal  standards.  That 
revision  is  to  be  presented  to  the  1988 
General  Conference  later  this  month. 

The  1984  General  Conference  created  a 
special  Committee  on  Our  Theological 
Task  to  consider  revisions  in  Paragraph 
69  of  The  Book  of  Discipline.  That  para¬ 
graph.  titled  “Our  Theological  Task,”  dis¬ 
cusses  how  United  Methodists  use 
“doctrine  and  doctrinal  standards”  to 
“do  theology”  in  the  Wesleyan  tradition. 

The  first  interview  is  with  Bishop  Earl 
G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area).  He  chaired 
the  Committee  on  Our  Theological  Task. 


Q 

A 


Q 

A 


What  interest  is  there  across  the 
church  in  the  new  theological 
statement? 

Very,  very  strong  interest.  Our 
report  is  going  to  command 
more  interest,  both  positive  and 
negative,  than  any  topic  other  than  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  Our  mission  and  our  identi¬ 
ty  as  United  Methodists  rest  on  our 
theology.  That’s  a  real  concern  among 
informed  laypeople. 

Why  is  there  a  need  for  a  new 
theological  statement  for  United 
Methodism  at  this  time? 

The  thought  process  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  community  has  changed  much 
since  1972  when  the  present 
statement  was  adopted.  The  UM  train  is 
at  an  entirely  different  station. 

That  doesn’t  mean  the  two  stations 
don’t  have  a  great  many  similar  charac¬ 
teristics.  Let  me  illustrate:  Both  docu¬ 
ments  are  ecumenical.  But  the  approach 
is  somewhat  different  in  the  second  than 
in  the  first. 

In  1972,  we  were  still  hopeful  about 
structural  ecumenism.  The  Consultation 
on  Church  Union  was  more  prominent  in 
our  thinking  and  dreaming  than  it  is  to¬ 
day.  The  entire  1972  statement  was  pro¬ 
posed  to  further  participation  in  the 
possibility  of  structural  ecumenism. 

Now  we  are  more  ecumenical  than 


Earl  Hunt  - 

“ Identity  rests  on  our  theology ” 

we’ve  ever  been.  But  it’s  really  a  differ¬ 
ent  approach  to  ecumenism.  We  haven’t 
given  up  the  dream  of  structural  ecume¬ 
nism,  but.  like  the  kingdom  of  God,  the 
reality  is  beyond  our  lifetime.  Now 
we’re  in  a  time  of  spiritual  or  relational 
ecumenism  which  the  new  document  ad¬ 
dresses. 

QThe  new  statement  doesn’t  men¬ 
tion  “pluralism,”  which  figures 
so  prominently  in  the  1972  state¬ 
ment.  Is  that  another  “station”  we’ve 
passed? 

A  The  1972  statement  really  elevat¬ 
ed  the  concept  of  pluralism  to  an 
extraordinary  level.  I  was  one  of 
those  who  were  gung  ho  for  it. 

Then  in  our  experience  across  the 
years,  we  saw  that  our  understanding  of 
pluralism  was  being  used  by  people  who 
wanted  to  play  down  the  importance  of 
doctrine,  history  and  tradition.  We  saw 
the  concept  of  pluralism  abused. 

We  became  afraid  that  pluralism 
might  not  be  the  asset  we  once  thought  it 
was.  We  deliberately  avoid  using  the 
term  “pluralism”  in  the  new  document, 
but  we  do  use  synonyms. 


A  Yes,  the  “evangelical  renais¬ 
sance”  that  has  pervaded  the 
world.  That  is  ecumenical  and 
universal.  I’m  not  talking  about  “Good 
News”  or  the  charismatic  movement. 
These  are  footnotes. 

I’m  talking  about  something  vastly 
bigger  and  more  important.  The  evan¬ 
gelical  renaissance  has  sent  out  a  clarion 
call  for  rediscovery  of  principles  of  doc¬ 
trine  on  which  the  Christian  faith  rests. 

That  was  not  as  true  in  1972  as  in  1988. 
Implicit  has  been  the  importance  of  re¬ 
covery  of  the  Scriptures,  the  importance 
of  the  Bible.  That  doesn’t  mean  we’re  bi- 
biolators  or  believers  in  inerrancy.  We 
profit  from  critical  study  of  the  Bible. 

But  we  United  Methodists  have  had  a 
low  doctrine  of  the  Bible.  We  came  very 
close  to  losing  our  moorings.  What  we’ve 
tried  to  do  in  the  new  statement  is  bring 
the  Scriptures  back  to  the  place  they  oc¬ 
cupied  for  John  Wesley. 

The  term,  “primacy  of  Scripture,”  is 
used  in  the  1972  document.  It’s  nothing 
new.  Nor  have  we  done  away  with  the 
[Wesleyan]  quadrilateral.  We  do  say  that 
Scripture  is  the  focal  point  for  the  Chris¬ 
tian  way  of  life,  but  it  must  be  illuminat¬ 
ed  by  tradition,  reason  and  experience  or 
its  interpretation  is  not  valid. 

The  document  has  its  critics, 
though.  What  are  they  objecting 


Q 

A 


to? 

Some  of 
wrong. 


Have  we  passed  any  other 
tions”? 


sta- 


them  are  reading  it 
A  person  out  west  sent 
out  a  monograph  setting  out  four 
or  five  parts  of  the  new  statement  that 
should  be  declined  by  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  A  prominent  theologian  wrote  ar. 
introductory  note  to  the  monograph  en¬ 
dorsing  the  position. 

Those  several  emphases  that  this  writ¬ 
er  claimed  should  be  repudiated  were 
sections  we’d  lifted  verbally  and  bodily 
out  of  the  1972  statement!  We  had  to 
laugh  about  it.  It  was  utterly  ridiculous. 
He  obviously  didn’t  have  the  two  docu¬ 
ments  out  when  he  was  comparing  them. 

There  never  has  been  any  higher  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  1972  document  than 
was  in  our  committee.  We  tried  to  make 
use  of  everything  we  could  from  the  1972 
document. 


But  are  there  any  legitimate 
criticisms  of  the  new  statement 
from  your  point  of  view? 

A  number  of  folks  really  fear  the 
fuller  and  more  complete  state¬ 
ment  of  Wesleyan  doctrine.  They 
think  it  will  tend  to  put  our  church  in  a 
straitjacket  and  we  won’t  be  pro¬ 
gressing. 

For  example,  I  can  understand  how  a 
process  theologian  would  object  to  our 
document.  He  does  not  want  to  nail  down 
much  of  anything  but  wants  the  whole 
theological  development  process  to  re¬ 
main  fluid  and  flexible  and  make  room 
for  new  discoveries. 

But  you  can’t  really  have  a  statement 
of  doctrine  that  does  that  unless  it  fails 
to  say  much.  We  have  something  else  in 
our  statement  that  has  been  ignored-  We 
refer  to  the  theological  process  and  how 
the  health  of  the  church  depends  on  it. 

But  there’s  a  lot  of  difference  between 
research  and  doctrine.  You  have  to  go 
through  a  long  process  before  anything 
can  become  a  statement  of  doctrine  for 
any  generation.  It’s  OK  to  try  new  ideas 
and  to  interpret,  but  that  is  not  a  theol¬ 
ogy  or  a  doctrinal  statement. 

There’s  not  much  specificity  in  the 
1972  statement.  For  example,  eternal 
life  is  not  even  mentioned.  A  lot  of  peo¬ 
ple  are  afraid  to  pin  these  doctrines 
down.  To  say  that  is  what  Wesleyan 
Christians  believe  frightens  some  people. 

Some  people  just  don’t  have  as  high  a 
doctrine  of  the  Bible  as  John  Wesley  had. 
When  we  talk  about  that  heritage,  it 
makes  them  uncomfortable. 

Another  reason  they  don’t  like  it— and 
this  is  a  bombshell— is  that  we  have  large 
groups  in  church  who  feel  it  is  right  that 


Q 

staten 

A 


our  church  accept  certain  human  devel¬ 
opments  in  society  today  as  a  fait  accom¬ 
pli.  For  example,  they  think  our  whole 
position  on  human  sexuality  is  wrong— 
not  just  homosexuality  but  heterosexual¬ 
ity.  So,  many  want  to  change  the  “seven 
last  words”  that  call  for  “fidelity  in  mar¬ 
riage  and  celibacy  in  singleness.” 

For  people  who  want  to  liberalize  ev¬ 
erything  about  lifestyle,  a  doctrinal 
statement  that  insists  on  primacy  of 
Scripture  and  Wesleyan  heritage  scares 
them  to  death. 

What  about  different  “theol¬ 
ogies”— liberation  theology,  for 
example?  How  does  the  new 
statement  deal  with  those? 

Some  people  would  like  to  see  a 
doctrinal  statement  that  en¬ 
shrines  liberation  theology. 
That’s  the  most  popular  theological  mo¬ 
tif  in  our  day. 

What  we  do  is  take  everything  that  is 
valid  and  good  out  of  liberation  theology 
and  put  it  squarely  in  the  heart  of  the 
doctrinal  statement.  But  we  don’t  say 
that’s  what  we’ve  done. 

The  unanswered  question  is  how  much 
of  the  Wesleyan  heritage  does  modern 
United  Methodism  really  want?  Wesley 
was  18th  century.  This  is  the  20th  on  the 
verge  of  the  21st  century. 

We  have  to  take  Wesley’s  thought  and 
adapt  it  to  a  brand  new  world.  We  say 
that  in  the  new  statement.  We  don’t  just 
take  John  Wesley’s  18th  century  formu¬ 
lation  and  insist  that  it  shape  20th  centu¬ 
ry  life.  Our  statement  is  very 
contemporary. 

Qlf  it’s  adopted,  how  will  the  new 
statement  make  a  difference  in 
our  church? 


A  First,  I  think  it  will  do  a  great 
deal  to  educate  the  thoughtful 
United  Methodist  layperson 
about  what  our  church  really  does  be¬ 
lieve  is  important. 

If  used  by  pastors  and  our  institutional 
representatives,  it  can  go  a  long  way  to¬ 
ward  eliminating  the  tragic  illiteracy  of 
many  about  our  church  and  its  faith. 

Second,  it  can  be  used  to  encourage  our 
people  to  develop  an  aggressive,  vital  and 
dynamic  devotion  life  focused  on  Scripture 
and  the  disciplines  of  spiritual  growth. 

Third,  it  will  serve  as  moorings  for  our 
church.  It  will  discourage  wild  and  weird 
departures  from  history  and  convention 
and  experience  that  otherwise  might  help 
to  decimate  our  church  in  years  ahead.  It 
will  make  it  hard  for  the  ultra-radical  to 
do  his  work  in  United  Methodism. 

Could  that  drive  out  creative  el¬ 
ements? 


Q 

A 


That’s  a  good  question.  I  don’t 
think  so.  We  have  provided  for 
all  authentic  and  desirable  cre¬ 
ativity  in  the  world.  But  creativity  has  to 
be  disciplined. 

What  if  the  new  statement  is  not 
adopted  by  General  Conference? 


Q 

A 


Very  few  people  would  fail  to 
agree  that  the  1972  document 
isn’t  where  the  church  is  today. 
As  I  said  earlier,  we’re  at  a  different  sta¬ 
tion. 

I  just  want  the  new  statement  to  have 
its  fair  day  in  court.  I  don’t  know  what 
General  Conference  will  do.  But  to  make 
an  intelligent  decision,  people  must  give 
it  a  careful  reading  and  not  rely  on  what 
others  have  said. 


Current  statement  is  better  than 
radical  surgery  being  proposed 

A 


EDITOR’S  NOTE.  The  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Messer  is  president  of  UM-related  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver  and  a  cler¬ 
gy  delegate  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  from  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual 
Conference. 

Q  What’s  your  overall  assessment 
of  the  proposed  new  theological 
statement? 


Editorials 


We  must  look  beyond  pre-General  Conference  slogans 


Interest  in  the  upcoming  United  Meth¬ 
odist  General  Conference  has  escalated 
significantly  during  recent  weeks. 

But  that  escalating  interest  appears  to 
be  focused  less  on  issues  than  on  a  battle 
between  competing  images  and  slogans. 

A  group  of  leading  pastors  met  in 
Houston  last  December  to  express  con¬ 
cern  about  some  proposals  coming  be¬ 
fore  the  General  Conference  and  to 
declare  their  affirmation  of  traditional 
Christian  orthodoxy. 

Out  of  their  meeting  emerged  the 
"Houston  Declaration"  and  its  three  main 
affirmations:  (1)  “the  primacy  of  Scrip¬ 
ture”  as  reflected  in  a  proposed  new  doc¬ 
trinal  statement;  (2)  the  traditional 
trinitarian  formula  of  Father,  Son  and 
Holy  Spirit  as  the  church’s  normative 
means  for  describing  and  addressing  God; 
and  (3)  the  exclusion  of  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals  from  the  ordained  ministry. 

That  meeting  was  followed  by  more 
than  50,000  mailings  soliciting  support 
for  the  “Houston  Declaration’’  from 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  lay  leaders 
across  the  church. 

A  counterpart  lay  gathering  was  held 
in  Illinois  during  February.  Out  of  that 
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gathering  came  additional  expressions  of 
support  for  the  “Houston  Declaration”— 
including  a  decision  to  purchase  support¬ 
ive  ads  in  the  Reporter  and  other  publi¬ 
cations  (see  UMR,  March  4  and  25). 

These  efforts  have  stimulated  conver¬ 
sation  and  mobilized  a  massive  level  of 
support  for  the  “Houston  Declaration.” 

A  counterdocument,  entitled  “Perfect 
Love  Casts  Out  Fear,”  has  surfaced  dur¬ 
ing  recent  weeks.  It  castigates  the 
“Houston  Declaration”  as  a  document 
based  more  on  fear  of  change  than  on 
Wesleyan  theology. 

“Perfect  Love”  decries  the  emphasis 
of  the  “Houston  Declaration”  on  the  use 
of  masculine  language  to  describe  our 
relationship  to  God;  its  perceived  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  “primacy  of  Scripture”  at  the 
expense  of  God’s  self-revelation  through 
tradition,  reason  and  experience;  and  its 
posture  of  excluding  homosexuals  from 
the  ordained  ministry. 

Support  for  the  "Perfect  Love”  docu¬ 
ment  also  is  being  solicited  across  the 
church  through  a  variety  of  means,  in¬ 
cluding  a  paid  ad  in  United  Methodism’s 
clergy  magazine,  “The  Circuit  Rider.” 

The  actions  of  both  groups  illustrate 
one  of  our  church’s  most  positive  char¬ 
acteristics:  the  freedom  of  all  members 
to  express  their  convictions  openly  and 
to  attempt,  thereby,  to  influence  the 
church’s  decision-making  processes. 

At  the  same  time,  a  battle  of  slo¬ 
gans— “Houston  Declaration”  and  “Pri¬ 
macy  of  Scripture”  versus  “Perfect 


Love  Casts  Out  Fear”— poses  several 
dangers  for  the  church,  among  them: 

•Slogans  tend  to  oversimplify  com¬ 
plex  issues  and  thereby  raise  false  ex¬ 
pectations.  For  example,  the  “primacy 
of  Scripture”  is  not  a  new  idea.  It  is  af¬ 
firmed  in  our  church’s  present  doctrinal 
statement.  A  more  emphatic  affirmation 
of  the  same  position  is  unlikely  to  make 
much  difference  among  those  in  whose 
hearts  and  minds  the  witness  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  is  not  primary. 

It  will  take  more  than  a  slogan  or  a 
new  theological  statement  to  make 
Scripture  primary  in  the  lives  of  vast 
numbers  of  United  Methodists  whose 
knowledge  of  and  reverence  for  the  Bible 
is,  at  best,  very  limited. 

At  the  same  time,  the  "perfect  love 
casts  out  fear”  slogan  appears  to  dismiss 
the  legitimate  concern  that  Scripture  is 
regularly  disregarded  and  even  belittled 
in  some  quarters  of  our  church. 

•  Slogans  tend  to  mask  significant  un¬ 
derlying  issues  such  as  regional  differ¬ 
ences  in  outlook.  In  this  instance,  the 
“Houston  Declaration”  reflects  concerns 
widely  held  by  United  Methodists  in  the 
Southeastern  and  South  Central  United 
States. .The  “Perfect  Love  Casts  Out 
Fear"  document  reflects  concerns  wide¬ 
ly  held  by  United  Methodists  in  the  West¬ 
ern  United  States. 

Both  groups  have  sought  to  reach  out 
and  include  like-minded  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.  But  one  cannot  ade¬ 


quately  evaluate  either  statement  with¬ 
out  understanding  from  whence  it  came. 

A  study  several  years  ago  identified 
United  Methodists  nationwide  as  falling 
into  seven  distinct  groups  based  on  geo¬ 
graphical  and  cultural  differences.  When 
will  we  find  a  way  to  deal  openly,  honestly 
and  empathatically  regarding  the  theolog¬ 
ical  and  ecclesiastical  strains  our  regional 
differences  create  rather  than  refusing  to 
acknowledge  that  such  differences  exist? 

•Slogans  tend  to  rally  people  against 
each  other  rather  than  encouraging  them 
to  seek  common  ground.  Those  identifying 
with  and  promoting  a  slogan  like  “Prima¬ 
cy  of  Scripture”  or  "Perfect  Love  Casts 
Out  Fear”  tend  to  look  upon  and  treat  fel¬ 
low  Christians  as  “enemies"  rather  than  as 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  whose  con¬ 
cerns  deserve  to  be  taken  seriously. 

While  affirming  efforts  to  mobilize 
the  church’s  members  to  articulate 
their  convictions,  delegates  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  dare  not  allow  their 
role  to  be  reduced  to  choosing  between 
competing  slogans. 

The  proper  role  of  delegates  will  include 
identifying  and  struggling  with  the  legiti¬ 
mate  concerns  that  lie  beneath  the  slogans. 
When  that  is  done,  the  result  will  not  be  a 
triumph  of  one  slogan  over  another. 

Rather  it  will  be  an  affirmation  that 
Scripture  is  indeed  our  primary  resource 
for  knowing  God  and  understanding 
God’s  will.  It  will  simultaneously  be  an 
affirmation  that  God's  love  does  indeed 
enable  us  to  face  the  future  without  fear. 


God’s  love  and  Easter:  Regaining  our  spiritual  bearings 


Those  of  us  who  are  cynical  about 
"Easter  Christians”— people  who  come 
to  church  only  at  Easter— should  ponder 
an  insight  by  Frederick  Buechner. 

Although  it  appeared  nine  years  ago  in  a 
Lenten  meditation  by  the  novelist-theolo¬ 
gian,  it’s  as  pertinent  today  as  when  it  was 
first  written  for  “The  Christian  Century." 

“Once  in  a  while  things  flicker  up  out 
of  our  lives  like  a  flame  out  of  ashes  we 
had  thought  long  since  dead,"  Mr. 
Buechner  wrote. 

Aided  by  such  “Bickerings, ’’  he  wrote, 
“we  see  things,  or  think  we  do,  that  for  a 
second  or  two  make  . . .  enough  of  a  dif¬ 
ference  to  get  our  bearings  by  again." 

Hence,  he  wrote,  many  of  us  keep  re¬ 
turning  to  church,  even  if  only  occasion¬ 
ally,  but  particularly  at  special  times  of 
the  year,  looking  “in  some  dim  way”  for 
a  “flickering”— a  source  of  light  that  il¬ 
luminates  who  and  Whose  we  are. 

That’s  a  poetic  and  timeless  reminder 
of  a  reality  common  to  each  of  us.  What¬ 
ever  mixed  motives  we  have  for  going  to 
church,  whether  once  or  52  times  a  year, 
each  of  us  has  a  basic  need  for  the  divine 
light  that  gives  us  “bearings." 

For  countless  Christians  across  the 
centuries,  that  light  has  been  most  par¬ 
ticularly  and  powerfully  evident  in  the 
Easter  witness  to  Jesus'  resurrection. 

Little  wonder  that  some  who  may  not 
feel  motivated  to  attend  church  at  any 
other  time  of  year  make  a  special  effort 
to  worship  on  Easter. 

“In  some  dim  way,”  perhaps  uncon¬ 


scious  of  our  motives,  we  come  hoping 
for  an  experience  that  will  make  sense 
out  of  our  often  confused  and  sometimes 
despairir^j  lives.  We  hope  for  “bearings." 

Getting  and  keeping  our  bearings  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  20th  century  is  not 
easy  for  most  of  us,  either  individually 
and  collectively. 

We're  besieged  by  forces  that  our  an¬ 
cestors  didn't  experience.  Those  forces 
keep  us  groping  for  direction  and  “an¬ 
swers.” 

How  can  anyone,  particularly  young 
people,  reliably  find  their  way  in  a  world 
that’s  booby-trapped  with  addictive 
drugs  and  alcohol,  with  mystifying  and 
frightening  diseases  like  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome  and  with  un¬ 
paralleled  threats  to  human  life  like 
those  posed  by  nuclear  weapons? 

Or  how  can  groups  and  nations  hope  to 
coexist  peacefully  in  a  world  beset  with 
hostility  among  races  and  ethnic  groups, 
between  economic  haves  and  have-nots, 
and  between  conflicting  ideological  vi¬ 
sions  of  human  life? 

As  Christians,  we  cannot  claim  to  have 
the  perfect  answer  to  every  quandary. 
We  are  susceptible  like  everyone  else  to 
vision  dimmed  by  human  sin. 

We  are,  however,  stewards  of  a  special 
vision— of  the  Risen  Christ— that  casts  a 
divine  light  on  all  our  human  strivings 
and  shows  us  how  things  really  stand: 
with  ourselves,  with  others  and  with  God. 

By  showing  that  God’s  love  is  more 
powerful  than  even  death  and  evil,  that  . 


vision  puts  all  our  lives  and  relationships 
into  proper  perspective.  It  shows  that, 
regardless  of  how  confounding  life  may 
be,  meaning  and  purpose  really  are  pos¬ 
sible,  and  even  probable,  for  those  who 
“take  up  their  cross”  and  follow  Jesus. 

Rather  than  feeling  resentful  about 
“once-a-year  Christians”  who  show  up  on 
Easter,  we  should  be  grateful  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  we  have  to  witness  once 
again— to  them  and  to  ourselves— about 
that  life-transforming  reality. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Honor  your  father  and  your  moth¬ 
er,  that  your  days  may  be  long  in  the 
land  which  the  Lord  your  God  gives 
you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Matthew  6:34) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  4 

Monday:  Psalms  118: 14-18 
Tuesday:  Psalms  118:19-24 
Wednesday:  Acts  10:34-43 
Thursday:  1  Corinthians  15:1-11 
Friday:  John  20:1-10 
Saturday:  John  20:11-18 
Sunday:  John  20:19-31 


After  reading  it,  I  was  prompted 
to  go  back  and  read  the  current 
document  in  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline. 

Frankly,  I  was  shocked  that  my  judg¬ 
ment  would  be  that  we’re  better  off  with 
the  current  statement  with  its  flaws  (han 
with  the  radical  surgery  being  proposed 
by  the  new  document. 

The  new  document  is  more  doctrinaire 
than  doctrine. 

For  example,  it  fails  to  substantiate 
its  claims.  It  not  only  wants  to  state  the 
primacy  of  Scripture  but  wants  every¬ 
thing  to  flow  to  that  conclusion  even  if 
it’s  not  appropriate.  It  tries  to  claim 
clarity  where  none  exists.  It’s  not  ready 
for  adoption. 

QIs  Scripture  primary  for  United 
Methodists? 

A  There’s  no  argument  about  the 
primacy  of  Scripture.  The  1972 
statement  affirms  that.  It’s  the 
way  the  primacy  of  Scripture  is  used. 
The  new  document  is  not  really  talking 
about  primacy  of  Scripture  but  about 
Scripture  as  the  sole  source  of  theology. 

The  proposed  document  denies  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  other  sources,  treating  them  as 
tools.  It’s  a  kind  of  a  Wesleyan  version  of 
neo-orthodoxy.  For  example,  it  down¬ 
plays  the  role  of  experience  in  theology. 

I  would  certainly  expect  that  thought¬ 
ful  theologians  of  other  perspectives— 
liberation  theology,  feminist  theology, 
black  theology,  etc.— would  feel  the  pro¬ 
posed  statement  isn’t  an  attempt  to  be 
inclusive. 

Feminist  theology  focuses  on  experi¬ 
ence.  The  new  document  suggests  that 
isn’t  at  the  heart  of  our  United  Methodist 
theological  process.  The  present  state¬ 
ment,  by  contrast,  affirms  experience. 

QHow  do  you  view  the  new  state¬ 
ment’s  omission  of  any  refer¬ 
ence  to  pluralism,  or,  to  be  more 
precise,  the  concern  some  supporters  of 
the  new  document  have  stated  that  what 
we  call  pluralism  is  really  destructive 
fragmentation? 

A  That’s  one  of  the  great  debates  in 
theological  education:  Do  we 
have  pluralism  or  fragmenta¬ 
tion? 

Some  of  us  grant  there  is  fragmenta¬ 
tion.  But  that’s  also  the  creative  edges  of 
diversity.  It’s  a  question  of  how  you 
choose  words.  There’s  a  bias  built  into 
our  language:  fragmentation,  pluralism, 
and  diversity. 

One  could  talk  about  John  Wesley’s 
sermon,  “Catholic  Spirit,"  as  supporting 
fragmentation.  Wesley  affirms  diversity 
of  opinion. 

Interestingly,  the  whole  section  of  the 
new  statement  on  grace  is  brilliant, 
strong.  It  deals  with  the  primacy  of 
grace!  Unfortunately,  though,  the  docu¬ 
ment  as  a  whole  forgets  Wesley’s  "catho¬ 
lic  spirit." 

QBut  doesn’t  United  Methodism 
need  some  authoritative  stand¬ 
ards? 

A  What’s  missing  from  the  new 
statement  is  the  idea  that  Meth¬ 
odism  has  never  been  narrowed 
into  a  creed.  I  support  Tom  Oden’s  con¬ 
cern  for  the  inclusion  of  Wesley’s 
“Notes”  and  “Sermons”  in  the  new  state¬ 
ment  (see  UMR,  Jan.  8).  They  provide  a 
richer  context  in  which  one  does  theolo¬ 
gizing. 

The  document  itself  relies  heavily  on 
tradition.  It  seldom,  almost  never, 
quotes  Scripture  but  repeatedly  quotes 
Wesley  and  tradition.  I’m  not  so  sure  the 
document  heeds  its  own  advice  concern¬ 
ing  the  primacy  of  Scripture. 

QAre  United  Methodists  ready  for 
as  much  Wesley  as  the  new 
statement  contains? 


Donald  Messer 
“/  teas  shocked  ...” 

A  I  think  the  major  use  of  Wesley 
in  the  current  document  is  more 
acceptable  and  understandable: 
John  Wesley  was  never  as  dogmatic  as 
his  followers.  He  was  a  very  eclectic,  ec¬ 
umenical  person  who  drew  from  many 
traditions.  He  drew  on  orthodoxy,  the 
mystics,  and  an  image  of  God  that  is  far 
richer  than  many  contemporaries  are 
comfortable  with. 


Q 


Are  you  saying  there  may  not  be 
enough  Wesley  in  the  new  state¬ 
ment? 

A  If  his  “Notes”  and  “Sermons”  are 
not  being  given  normative  status, 
no,  there’s  not  enough.  The  cur¬ 
rent  statement  may  have  a  more  inte¬ 
grated  vision. 

We  all  love  Wesley,  but  I’m  not  sure 
vast  masses  of  people  are  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him.  For  example,  if  “primacy 
of  Scripture”  in  the  new  statement 
means  that  Scripture  is  the  sole  source 
of  theology,  that’s  not  Wesleyan. 

QDo  we  really  need  a  new  state¬ 
ment  of  doctrine  at  this  time? 

A  All  statements  need  periodic  at¬ 
tention  and  revision  in  light  of 
new  insights  into  Scripture,  expe¬ 
rience,  etc.  Any  attempt  to  freeze  the  ex¬ 
isting  statement  would  be  wrong.  But  it 
doesn’t  need  a  drastic  overhaul,  just 
some  updating. 

The  new  statement  isn’t  really  a  revi¬ 
sion.  It’s  a  complete  new  statement — 
not  an  amendment,  but  something  total¬ 
ly  new.  There’s  some  revolutionary 
changes  in  the  way  theology  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  done  to  the  exclusion  of  cer¬ 
tain  other  approaches. 

QWhat  will  it  mean  for  the  church 
if  the  new  statement’s  adopted 
by  General  Conference? 

A  If  we  pass  it  sweepingly,  quickly, 
it  will  have  little  immediate  inv 
pact.  I  would  recommend  that 
the  present  statement  and  the  new  state¬ 
ment  be  studied  critically  by  the  church 
during  the  next  four  years. 

If  it’s  quickly  accepted  or  rejected,  it 
won’t  mean  much.  But  if  we’re  forced  to 
come  to  grips  with  it,  there  could  be 
some  positive  results. 

It  is  important  for  our  ecumenical  dia¬ 
logues.  Whatever  those  responsible  for 
that  have  to  say  needs  to  be  heard  care¬ 
fully,  because  we  as  a  denomination 
don't  want  to  be  seen  as  reactionary.  We 
need  to  put  our  best  foot  forward  in  those 
dialogues. 

And,  in  a  very  practical  way,  it  will 
have  the  most  bearing  on  future  clergy 
going  before  conference  boards  of  or¬ 
dained  ministry.  The  current  statement 
emphasizes  the  Christian  freedom  to  do 
theology  and  encourages  creative 
thought  among  prospective  clergy. 

Some  could  use  the  new  statement  in  a 
restrictive,  juridical  sense  to  judge  fu¬ 
ture  pastors  in  a  way  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  current  statement. 
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Majority  of  delegates  polled  consider 
proposed  hymn  book  ‘improvement’ 

Changes  suggested  in  some  worship  rituals ;  book’s  ‘ convenience ’  praised 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Four  of  five  delegates  to  the  1988  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Conference  who 
responded  to  a  poll  last  month  consider 
the  proposed  UM  hymnal  and  worship 
book  an  improvement  over  the  current 
denominational  hymnal. 

About  three-quarters  of  the  583  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  delegates  who  took  part  in 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  poll  said 
the  proposed  960-page  hymnal  could  be 
used  ‘‘happily  and  effectively”  in  their 
congregations  (see  table). 

About  three-quarters  of  respondents 
also  said  they  thought  most  congrega¬ 
tions  could  afford  to  buy  the  new  hymnal 
if  it  cost  around  $10.  [Ed.  note:  A  firm 
price  will  be  announced  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House.] 

"This  hymnal  is  symbolic  of  the  rich  di¬ 
versity  making  up  the  UMC  and  ‘God’s 
rainbow  of  humanity,”’  a  delegate  from 
the  Southern  New  England  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  wrote  on  the  poll  questionnaire.  "My 
hopes  are  for  adoption  and  wide  usage.” 

A  delegate  from  the  Little  Rock  confer¬ 
ence  said,  “I  would  hope  we  would  accept 
the  hymnal  as  is  without  getting  into  de¬ 
bate.  If  one  change  is  adopted,  there  will 
be  an  avalanche  of  changes  to  debate." 

.  But  response  to  one  poll  question  indi¬ 
cates  that  some  changes  might  be  made 
during  the  April  26-May  6  General  Con¬ 
ference  in  St.  Louis. 

Nearly  38  percent  of  responding  dele¬ 
gates  said  they  would  like  to  see  things 
changed  in  the  1,144-page  Report  of  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

• 

Strong  comments  made 

Concern  about  the  ritual  and  psalter 
section  of  the  proposed  book  generated 
some  of  the  strongest  reactions  from  the 
245  delegates  who  added  written  com¬ 
ments  to  their  poll  questionnaires. 


A  delegate  from  the  Northern  Illinois 
conference  termed  the  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  psalter,  which  uses  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible, 
“abominable." 

"We  may  have  eliminated  unnecessary 
masculine  gender  for  God,”  the  delegate 
said.  “But  in  the  process  we  have  lost  the 
flow  of  the  language  and  the  integrity  of 
the  word  of  God  by  changing  language 
from  singular  to  plural  to  accommodate 
inclusive  address  for  people.” 

A  delegate  from  the  North  Georgia 
conference  said,  “The  neutered  language 
proclaims  that  the  Bible  is  culturally 
flawed  and  is  a  radical  departure  from 
tradition.  The  people  in  the  pew  will  con¬ 
sider  the  change  ‘gross  tampering.’  ” 

Revised  rituals  for  baptism  drew  addi¬ 
tional  fire. 

"The  proposed  rituals  for  baptism  are 
not  satisfactory  to  me,”  a  delegate  from 
the  Holston  conference  said.  “They  are 
very  long.  There  is  no  option  to  continue 
the  type  of  baptismal  ritual  that  has 
been  used  for  the  past  20  years.” 

Range  of  opinions  shown 

Comments  about  non-sexist  lyrics  in 
some  hymns  reflected  the  full  range  of 
opinions  that  have  been  debated  during 
the  four-year  revision  process. 

“If  this  is  a  hymnal  for  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry,  language  issues  must  be  dealt  with 
more  concretely,”  a  delegate  from  the 
Minnesota  conference  said.  “I  was  disap¬ 
pointed  that  alternative  texts  were  not 
provided  for  those  hymns  in  the  ‘memory 
bank  of  tradition.’  ” 

A  Desert  Southwest  conference  delegate 
said,  “I  favor  the  use  of  non-sexist  lan¬ 
guage.  I  only  wish  the  committee  had  felt 
free  to  move  more  in  that  direction.” 

A  delegate  from  the  Central  Texas 
conference  said,  “I’m  sorry  some  new 


feminine-language  hymns  like  ‘Strong 
Mother  God’  were  omitted  when  they 
would  have  been  only  a  tiny  part  of  a  gi¬ 
ant  collection.  I’m  also  sorry  more  mas¬ 
culine  language  wasn’t  removed  from 
traditional  hymns.” 

A  delegate  from  the  South  Carolina 
conference  said,  “I  really  resent  the  re¬ 
write  of  some  verses  of  some  hymns.  . . . 
I’m  offended  when  language  is  modified 
to  please  a  small  segment  of  the  constit¬ 
uency  of  the  church.” 

But  a  delegate  from  the  North  Missis¬ 
sippi  conference  said,  “This  is  a  more  in¬ 
clusive  hymnal.  It  seems  to  have 
retained  the  best  of  the  Methodist  Book 
of  Hymns  and  added  the  best  of  [the] 
Cokesbury  [Hymnal].” 

Size  questioned 

The  size  of  the  proposed  hymnal,  near¬ 
ly  1,000  pages,  generated  the  most  com¬ 
ments.  Thirty  delegates  questioned 
whether  the  proposed  book  could  fit  into 
the  average  pew  rack.  Others  said  they 
thought  the  hymnal  contained  too  many 
hymns  and  rituals. 

“They  (committee  members)  tried  to 
please  everyone!”  a  delegate  from  the 
Kansas  West  conference  observed. 
"What  a  shame.  Who  could  hold  it  up?” 

New  hymns  of  African,  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Spanish  origins  got  mixed  reac¬ 
tions. 

"I  am  so  glad  to  see  the  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  songs  included,"  a  delegate  from  the 
Southwest  Texas  conference  said.  “Now 
we  need  to  inspire  United  Methodists  to 
use  them.” 

But  a  delegate  from  the  North  Caroli¬ 
na  conference  was  strongly  opposed  to 
including  hymns  from  African  or  Native 
American  tribes,  “unless  I  can  be  per¬ 
suaded  that  they  all  come  from  some 
sort  of  Christian  background.” 

“Otherwise  ”  thp  delegate  said,  “we’d 


better  include  something  about  Allah, 
Vishnu,  Buddah,  etc.” 

The  suggested  $10  price  disturbed  at 
least  13  delegates. 

“A  price  of  $5  should  be  a  goal,”  a  del¬ 
egate  from  the  Troy  conference  said. 

A  delegate  from  the  Peninsula  confer¬ 
ence  said  the  prices  should  be  kept  “as 
low  as  possible  to  make  it  affordable  to 
small  churches.” 

Regions  differ 

Responses  from  the  denomination’s 
five  U.S.  geographic  jurisdictions  show 
marked  differences  in  enthusiasm  for 
the  proposed  book  in  two  regions. 

Delegates  from  the  2.9-million-mem- 
ber  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  recorded 
the  weakest  positive  response  on  wheth¬ 
er  the  proposed  hymnal  could  be  used 
“happily  and  effectively”  in  their  con¬ 
gregations. 

Southeasterners  also  registered  the 
highest  negative  opinions  about  the  psal¬ 
ter  and  rituals  in  the  proposed  book. 

Written  comments  indicated  that  sev¬ 
eral  Southeastern  delegates  did  not  like 
the  inclusive  language  used  in  the  psalter 
section  and  the  inclusion  of  some  alter¬ 
native  rituals. 

But  comments  from  delegates  in  the 
525,000-member  Western  Jurisdiction  in¬ 
dicated  satisfaction  with  alternative  rit¬ 
uals  and  inclusive  language. 

Western  delegates  said  the  continuing 
use  of  masculine  references  for  God  in 
some  hymns  disturbed  them. 

Questionnaires  were  mailed  Feb.  24  to 
963  of  the  996  delegates  to  General  Con¬ 
ference. 

As  of  the  March  23  tabulation  deadline, 
at  least  one  delegate  from  72  of  the  73  an¬ 
nual  conference  in  the  United  States  had 
responded.  Four  responses  came  from 
overseas  representatives. 


Views  on  UM  hymnal  revision 

(583  of  996  delegates  responding) 


Is  the  hymns  portion  of  the  Report  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  an  im¬ 
provement  over  the  book  your  congregation  is  using  now? 


Yes 

No 

Uncertain 

No  ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

83.7% 

7.1% 

8.2% 

1.0% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

(136  of  206  delegates  responding) 

87.5% 

2.2% 

8.8% 

1.5% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

(119  of  182  delegates  responding) 

84.0% 

5.9% 

10.1% 

0.0% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

(107  of  174  delegates  responding) 

86.0% 

9.3% 

4.7% 

0.0% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

(169  of  274  delegates  responding) 

82.8% 

10.7% 

5.9% 

0.6% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

(47  of  76  delegates  responding) 

74.5% 

6.4% 

17.0% 

2.1% 

Do  the  worship  resources  other  than  hymns  (I.e.  Psalter, 

rituals)  in  the  Report 

of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  offer  improvements  over  the  book  your  con- 

gregation  is  using  now? 

Yes 

No 

Uncertain 

No  ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

79.9% 

9.1% 

9.8% 

1.2% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

81.6% 

7.4% 

8.1% 

2.9% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

82.3% 

7.6% 

10.1% 

0.0% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

86.0% 

9.3% 

4.7% 

0.0% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

73.4% 

13.0% 

13.6% 

0.0% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

87.2% 

4.3% 

6.4% 

2.1% 

Can  you  foresee  the  proposed  book  being  used  happily  and  effectively  in  your 

local  congregation? 

Yes 

No 

Uncertain 

No  ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

72.6% 

7.2% 

18.7% 

1.5% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

77.9% 

3.7% 

15.5% 

2.9% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

74.7% 

6.0% 

19.3% 

0.0% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

73.8% 

7.5% 

18.7% 

0.0% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

66.3% 

11.8% 

21.3% 

0.0% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

74.5% 

4.3% 

16.9% 

4.3% 

Do  you  think  a  retail  price  around  $10  per 

book  would  make  the  new  hymnal 

affordable  for  most  congregations? 

Yes 

No 

Uncertain 

No  ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

76.5% 

5.7% 

16.8% 

1.0% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

81.6% 

3.7% 

13.2% 

1.5% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

73.1% 

6.7% 

20.2% 

0.0% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

81.3% 

8.4% 

10.3% 

0.0% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

72.8% 

5.9% 

21.3% 

0.0% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

76.6% 

2.1% 

17.0% 

4.3% 

What  changes,  if  any,  need  to  be 

made  in  the  proposed  hymnal  before  it  is  ap- 

proved  for  publication? 

None  needed  Offering  changes  No  ans. 

TOTAL  RESPONDENTS 

43.2% 

37.7% 

19.1% 

NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

40.4% 

38.9% 

20.7% 

NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

42.0% 

38.7% 

19.3% 

SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 

49.6% 

33.6% 

16.8% 

SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 

45.1% 

36.1% 

19.8% 

WESTERN  JURISDICTION 

38.3% 

42.6% 

19.1% 

Two  Global  Ministries  executives  face  dismissals 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Two  top-level  execu¬ 
tives  of  the  United  Methodist  Global 
Ministries  board  were  reportedly  in¬ 
formed  last  week  that  they  will  not  be 
nominated  later  this  year  for  re-election. 

The  decisions  sparked  intense  debate 
in  closed  sessions  over  personnel  policies 
in  the  denomination’s  largest  board  (an¬ 
nual  budget  about  $100  million). 

The  dismissals  would  be  the  fourth  and 


RAMESH  is  a  four-year-old  orphan 
from  India.  His  parents  starved  to 
death.  His  impoverished  grandpar¬ 
ents  brought  Ramesh  to  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Christian  orphanage, 
begging  for  help. 

Forty-four  cents  a  day  would  pro¬ 
vide  Ramesh  with  food,  clothing  and 
educational  supplies.  You  could 
sponsor  him  or  another  child  like  him 
in  one  of  our  71  Christian  orphanages 
in  11  countries  where  WORLD’S 
CHILDREN,  INC.  sponsors  are  mak¬ 
ing  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  desti¬ 
tute  children.  The  cost:  Just  $13  a 
month. 

WCI  will  send  you  full  information 
on  "your"  sponsored  child:  name, 
address,  case  history  and  photo,  plus 
information  on  our  work  with  chil¬ 
dren.  WCI  is  U.S.  government  ap¬ 
proved  and  donations  are  tax 
deductible.  WCI  sent  88%  of  funds 
received  on  to  the  children  in  1987. 

Individuals,  families  and  church 
groups  enjoy  sponsoring  these  young¬ 
sters.  Will  you  help  a  needy  child? 
Please  write  today. 


fifth  recent  changes  among  the  board’s 
eight  top  officials. 

Peggy  Billings,  in  her  fifth  year  as 
head  of  the  board’s  world  mission  pro¬ 
gram,  and  the  Rev.  John  A.  Murdock,  in 
his  15th  year  as  head  of  the  board’s 
health  and  welfare  ministries,  were  in¬ 
formed  they  will  not  be  renominated,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  senior  official  of  the  board. 

Made  after  standard  evaluations 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  the  agen¬ 
cy’s  chief  executive,  confirmed  that  deci¬ 
sions  not  to  renominate  Ms.  Billings  and 
Mr.  Murdock  were  made  after  standard 
performance  evaluations  by  the  board’s 
personnel  and  nominations  committee. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bi- 
deaux,  head  of  the  board’s  national  mission 

Two  executive 
positions  filled 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— The  General  Board  of 
Global  Minitries  elected  two  executive 
staff  members  last  week. 

Dr.  Sheila  Yvette  Flemming,  assistant 
dean  for  academic  affairs  at  Edward 
Waters  College,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  was 
elected  associate  general  secretary  of 
the  Mission  Personnel  Resource  Depart¬ 
ment.  She  succeeds  Josephine  Harris, 
who  resigned  last  year  to  accompany  her 
husband  to  a  pastorate  in  Grand  Forks, 
N.D. 

The  Rev.  Susan  Keirn  Kester,  asso¬ 
ciate  council  director  for  communica¬ 
tions  of  the  Peninsula  Annual  Conference 
in  Dover.  Del.,  and  editor  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  United  Methodist  Reporter  edi¬ 
tion,  is  the  new  assistant  general 
secretary  for  resources  in  Mission  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Cultivation.  She  succeeds  Gil¬ 
bert  Galloway,  who  will  take  a  new  post 
as  director  of  special  projects  in  general 
administration. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


arm,  announced  he  would  resign  effective 
in  June  to  return  to  the  parish  ministry. 

Among  heads  of  the  board’s  three  divi¬ 
sions— World,  National  and  Women’s— 
only  the  Women’s  Division  head, 
Theressa  Hoover,  remains. 

With  his  expected  departure  in  mid-sum¬ 
mer  from  health  and  welfare,  Mr.  Murdock 
will  be  the  third  of  four  department  heads 
to  step  aside  within  the  past  year. 

Betty  Thompson,  former  head  of  the 
board’s  mission  education  department, 
accepted  reassignment  to  a  senior  public 
relations  post  within  the  board. 

Josephine  Harris  stepped  down  as  head 
of  the  mission  personnel  resources  depart¬ 
ment  to  join  her  husband  in  North  Dakota. 

Of  the  four  department  heads  who  began 
the  year,  only  Norma  Kehrberg,  the  top 
staff  official  for  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  remains  in  her  post. 

Divisions  are  the  board’s  top  units,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  departments. 

‘Good  News’  critics  not  factor 

Dr.  Nugent  told  the  Reporter  that  de¬ 
cisions  regarding  Ms.  Billings  and  Mr. 
Murdock  were  not  related  to  criticisms 
of  the  board’s  mission  policy  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  unofficial  evangelical  cau¬ 
cus,  Good  News. 

That  group  has  charged  that  Ms.  Bill¬ 
ings,  a  10-year  missionary  to  Korea  and 
a  Women’s  Division  executive  for  20 
years,  is  committed  to  radical  forms  of 
"liberation  theology." 

A  board  director  who  asked  not  to  be 
identified  said  it  was  likely  that  Ms.  Bill¬ 
ings  would  be  offered  reassignment  with¬ 
in  the  board. 

In  response  to  a  query  by  Bishop  Edsel 
Ammons  (Ohio  West  Area)  during  plena¬ 
ry  session  March  25,  board  officials  said 
a  search  for  Mr.  Murdock’s  successor  is 
expected  to  be  complete  by  Sept.  1. 

Elected  directors  spent  more  than 
three  hours  in  closed  meetings  engaged 
in  intense  debate  about  whether  a  per¬ 
sonnel  process  put  in  place  by  the  1984 
General  Conference  was  itself  “flawed," 
the  director  said. 


Prior  to  the  1984  action,  each  of  the 
board’s  three  divisions  selected  its  own 
chief  executive.  Since  then,  the  nomina¬ 
tions  authority  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  board  committee  and  the  of¬ 
fice  of  general  secretary. 

While  affirming  the  structural  change, 
the  directors’  debate  focused  on  the  extent 
to  which  the  board’s  personnel  committee 
and  general  secretary  should  consult  with 
divisions  and  departments. 

"Consultation  is  a  critical  principle  both 
in  the  denomination  and  in  the  board,”  said 
a  statement  released  by  the  board  follow¬ 
ing  a  final  90-minute  closed  session. 

Bylaws  may  be  changed 

The  board  is  expected  to  vote  at  its 
October  meeting  on  a  bylaws  proposal 
mandating  consultation  with  division  and 
department  officials,  ‘‘in  matters  of 
search,  nomination,  review  and  termina¬ 
tion  (including  withholding  nomination) 
of  top  management  people.” 

In  addition,  the  directors  also  suggest¬ 
ed  that  adequate  grievance  procedures 
include  one  that  can  be  used  when  the 
general  secretary  is  involved. 

The  general  secretary  performs  annu¬ 
al  reviews  of  top-level  staff. 

An  unexpected  result  of  time  spent  on 
the  policy  controversy  was  the  board’s 
decision  to  postpone  voting  on  a  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  to  work  with  a  newly-formed 
mission  evangelism  committee. 

The  committee  was  created  last  fall  to 
work  with  other  United  Methodist  agencies 
“to  locate  and  identify  places  and  groups  of 
people  without  a  Christian  witness  or 
where  the  witness  has  not  been  heeded." 

The  Rev.  Gary  Parker,  a  ministerial 
member  of  the  Peninsula  conference, 
had  been  expected  to  be  elected  to  that 
post  at  last  week’s  meeting,  but  that 
election  was  deferred  until  October.  He 
will  continue  as  a  consultant  to  the  board 
Dr.  Nugent  said. 

Personnel  actions  overshadowed  other 
board  activity  last  week  (see  related  sto¬ 
ries  on  this  page). 


GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK— A  member  of  the  Omega  Dance  Company  of  New  York 
performs  during  a  celebration  honoring  directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  Women’s  Division. 


UM  Global  Ministries  board  joins  Shell 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK-Heeding  the  call  of  the 
South  African  Council  of  Churches  to 
"stop  supporting  and  propping  up  apart¬ 
heid,”  another  United  Methodist  agency 
joined  an  international  boycott  of  Royal 
Dutch/Shell  Oil  last  week. 

The  action  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  was  one  of  several  rec¬ 
ommendations  from  the  board’s  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division. 

Directors  of  the  Women’s  Division,  the 


policy-making  arm  of  the  1.2  million 
United  Methodist  Women,  adopted  a 
five-point  package  called,  “Toward  Com¬ 
prehensive  Economic  Sanctions  Against 
South  Africa.” 

The  first  plan  of  action  is  to  get  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  mission  board  and  all  United 
Methodist  Women  to  write  their  congres¬ 
sional  representatives  for  support  of  the 
Petroleum  Sanctions  Bill  (H.R.3317);  the 
Comprehensive  Sanctions  Bill  (H.R. 
1580/S556);  and  the  Apartheid  Profits 
Disincentive  Bill  (H.R.  3328). 

The  recommendation  encourages 
United  Methodists  to  join  a  postcard 
campaign  calling  on  Royal  Dutch/Shell 
to  sever  all  ties  to  South  Africa’s  “racist 
system  of  apartheid.” 

United  Methodists  are  also  urged  to 
question  candidates  for  public  office  re¬ 
garding  sanctions  against  South  Africa. 
And  United  Methodists  are  requested  to 
participate  in  the  June  16  national  advo¬ 
cacy  day  for  economic  sanctions  during 
a  protest  sponsored  by  the  Washington 
Office  on  Africa. 

Action  timely,  strategic,  careful 

Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  vice-president 


for  the  division’s  committee  on  Christian 
Social  Relations,  told  the  Reporter, 
"United  Methodists  and  United  Method¬ 
ist  Women  should  be  assured  that  our  ac¬ 
tion  is  timely,  strategic,  and  carefully 
considered.” 

“Our  action  is  timely,  as  South  Africans 
experienced  violence  in  recent  weeks. 

“Our  action  is  strategic;  Shell  is  one  of 
the  largest  investors  in  South  Africa  and 
the  key  supplier  of  oil  to  the  military  and 
the  police. 

“Our  action  is  not  hasty,  as  we  have 
been  involved  for  many  years  with  other 
churches,  other  nations  and  employees  of 
Shell  to  call  for  the  Shell  Oil  family  to 
end  its  support  of  Apartheid. 

"In  the  tradition  of  John  Wesley,  we 
call  for  this  boycott,”  she  said. 

The  mission  board  is  not  the  only  UM 
agency  participating  in  this  boycott.  The 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  ap¬ 
proved  a  separate  proposal  in  February 
(see  UMR,  Feb.  26.)  And  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions,  which  holds  stock  in 
Shell  Oil,  has  called  for  a  special  meeting 
of  Shell  stockholders  to  consider  asking 
the  corporation  to  leave  South  Africa. 

The  Women’s  Divison  divested  itself 


from  shares  in  14  corporations,  including 
Royal  Dutch/Shell,  in  1986.  The  division 
also  has  a  petition  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  April  26-May  6  urging  the  en¬ 
tire  United  Methodist  Church  to  press 
companies  and  banks  to  withdraw  from 
South  Africa. 

Directors  of  the  Women’s  Division  not 
only  voted  to  support  comprehensive 
sanctions  but  developed  strategies  for  lo¬ 
cal  UMW  units  to  join  in  the  campaign. 

United  Methodist  Women  will  partici¬ 
pate  in  several  letter  writing  campaigns 
during  this  year’s  Schools  of  Christian 
Missions.  The  geographical  theme  for 
the  1988-89  mission  study  is  South  Africa. 

‘Shun  Shell’  call  issued 

UMW  members  will  be  asked  to  return 
their  Shell  credit  cards  and  to  "leaflet” 
Shell  stations.  One  director  told  the 
group  to  "Shun  Shell"  and  order  a  Shell 
"discredit"  card,  listing  all  the  items  to 
boycott  produced  by  the  oil  company. 

"We  have  got  to  tell  our  members  to 
watch  for  that  little  yellow  and  red  Shell 
logo  when  they  shop,”  Ms.  Harper  told 
the  directors. 

Directors  of  the  Women’s  Division  meet- 


boycott 

ing  received  a  fact  sheet  from  Shell  Inter¬ 
national  Petroleum  Co.,  which  said  Shell 
South  Africa  and  its  shareholders  “. . .  are 
unequivocally  opposed  to  apartheid.” 

The  statement  also  said  the  company 
is  "playing  an  important  part  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  peaceful  change  in  South  Africa.” 

Theology  statement  opposed 

In  other  business  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  heard  discussion  of  the  proposed 
new  statement  of  United  Methodist  the¬ 
ology  and  doctrinal  standards  (see  relat¬ 
ed  stories  on  Page  2). 

The  divison’s  theological  studies  com¬ 
mittee  criticized  the  statement,  saying 
"We  believe  the  doctrinal  statement  now 
in  the  Discipline  better  states  the  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Methodist  understanding  of  our 
relationship  to  God  than  does  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  statement." 

Treasurer  Joyce  Sohl  congratulated 
the  United  Methodist  Women  for  increas¬ 
ing  undesignated  giving  last  year  by  3.1 
percent  over  the  previous  year.  She  said 
receipts  for  1987  were  $18,515,619. 

The  goal  for  1988  is  $19,798,000,  a  6.9 
percent  increase. 
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Book  claims  ‘naive’  churches  targeted 
by  child  molesters;  findings  disputed 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Hard-core  child  molesters,  like  wolves 
in  sheep’s  clothing,  tend  to  target  naive 
Christian  congregations  to  gain  access  to 
victims. 

Or  do  they? 

Church  officials  and  child  protection 
authorities  are  refuting  warnings  made 
to  that  effect  by  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  James  J.  Mead  and  his  pastor,  the 
Rev.  Glenn  M.  Balch  Jr.  of  Brea  (Calif.) 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Mead,  a  retired  police  officer,  and 
Dr.  Balch,  who  is  also  executive  director 
of  a  counseling  center  at  his  church,  are 
co-authors  of  a  nationally  marketed 
book,  “Child  Abuse  and  the  Church.” 

In  it  they  contend  that  molesters, 
whom  they  identify  as  “fixated  pedo¬ 
philes,”  are  targeting  churches  to  gain 
the  trust  of  children  and  their  parents 
and  eventually  victimize  the  children. 

Mr.  Mead  said  he  uses  the  book  in 
child-abuse  education  programs  he  gives 
nationwide  for  churches,  schools  and 
parents’  organizations  under  the  spon¬ 
sorship  of  a  child-abuse  education  orga¬ 
nization  called  For  Kids’  Sake. 

.  Mr.  Mead  said  For  Kids’  Sake,  which 
he  founded  in  1974,  trains  child  protec¬ 
tion  and  law  enforcment  officers  as  well. 

His  presentation  to  congregations  on 
the  dangers  of  child  molestation  is  ap¬ 
parently  persuasive.  One  mother,  also  a 
freelance  writer,  who  attended  one  of 
Mr.  Mead’s  sessions,  offered  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  an  article  that  focused  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  on  his  assertion  that  child 
molesters  are  targeting  congregations. 

In  their  book  Mr.  Mead  and  Dr.  Balch  in¬ 
sist  that  lax  employment  and  screening 


practices  by  churches  make  it  easy  for 
child  molesters  to  get  staff  and  volunteer 
positions  involving  supervision  of  children. 

“The  book  had  a  specific  purpose— to 
alert  the  church  to  child  molesters,”  Mr. 
Mead  told  the  Reporter.  "It’s  been  prov¬ 
en  in  court,  through  evidence  gained  by 
simultaneous  arrest  and  search  war¬ 
rants,  that  these  people  are  telling  each 
other,  ‘If  you’re  having  trouble  getting 
access,  go  to  a  church.'  ” 

Mr.  Mead  said  he  recognizes  that 
churches  always  need  volunteers  for 
Sunday-school  classes  and  youth  groups. 

“We  assume  volunteers  are  doing  the 
Christian  thing,  but  unfortunately,  be¬ 
cause  we’re  loving  and  caring,  we  don’t 
look  into  people’s  backgrounds,”  Mr. 
Mead  said. 

Dr.  Balch,  in  a  separate  interview, 
said,  “We  hope  that  by  becoming  aware 
of  their  vulnerability,  churches  will  be 
more  thorough." 

To  attempt  to  verify  the  authors’  ex¬ 
pertise  and  the  validity  of  their  book’s 
contentions,  the  Reporter  contacted  nu¬ 
merous  sources  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  in  child  protection  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  several  mentioned  in 
“Child  Abuse  and  the  Church.” 

Contacted  were  the  Henry  Kempe  Na¬ 
tional  Center  for  Child  Abuse,  Parents 
Anonymous,  the  Children’s  Division  of 
the  American  Humane  Association,  the 
National  Center  for  Missing  and  Exploit¬ 
ed  Children,  the  National  Committee  for 
the  Prevention  of  Child  Abuse,  Society’s 
League  Against  Molesters,  the  Child  Ad¬ 
vocate  Office  of  the  Los  Angeles  County 
Guardian  Ad  Litem  Program  and  Child 
Protective  Services  in  Orange  County, 
Calif.,  where  Brea  is  located. 


Author-pastor  rates  UMC 
among  best  in  being  alert 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  done 
a  better  job  of  alerting  parents  to  the 
dangers  of  child  abuse  than  some  other 
denominations,  says  an  author  of  the 
1987  book,  "Child  Abuse  and  the  Church." 

The  Rev.  Glenn  M.  Balch  Jr.  told  the 
Reporter  he  believes  United  Methodists 
are  more  aware  of  the  need  to  protect 
children. 

“I  think  it’s  gotten  a  lot  better  over  the 
past  couple  of  years,”  said  Dr.  Balch, 
pastor  of  Brea  UMC  (California-Pacific 
Annual  Conference).  "We’ve  become 
aware  that  even  in  the  clergy  we  have 
pedophiles.  By  that  awareness  we’re  do¬ 
ing  as  much  as  most  churches,  probably 
more  than  most.” 

Paul  N.  Franklyn,  an  editor  with  Nash¬ 
ville-based  United  Methodist  Disciple- 


ship  Resources,  said  two  adult  studies  on 
child  abuse  are  available  to  congrega¬ 
tions  wishing  moreWormation. 

One  is  a  booklet,  suitable  for  many  age 
groups,  titled  "What  Everyone  Should 
Know  About  Child  Abuse,”  by  Channing 
L.  Bete  Co. 

The  other  is  a  1985  adult  study,  "We 
Can  Break  the  Cycle  of  Child  Abuse,”  by 
Virginia  Reese  Kent. 

Neither  resource  is  mentioned  in  the 
book  co-authored  by  Dr.  Balch. 

Dr.  Balch  said  he  is  aware  of  both  re¬ 
sources  and  has  a  copy  of  Mrs.  Kent’s 
book  in  his  library.  Her  book  came  out  as 
"Child  Abuse  and  the  Church”  went  to 
press  and  it  was  too  late  to  include  it,  he 
added. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


“Publicity  doesn’t  take 
place  on  abuses  that 
occur  in  homes  or  family 
situations.  The  public 
may  get  a  distorted  view 
of  where  abuse  takes 
place.” 

— The  Rev.  David  Kirk 

In  each  case,  a  representative  indicat¬ 
ed  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  authors, 
of  their  book  or  of  For  Kids’  Sake. 

The  Reporter  contacted  one  agency 
Mr.  Mead  specifically  mentioned,  the 
Florida  Department  of  Law  Enforce¬ 
ment  in  Tallahassee.  This  was  the  only 
agency  that  indicated  any  direct  experi¬ 
ence  with  For  Kids’  Sake. 

Marta  Arrington,  research  and  train¬ 
ing  specialist  with  the  department’s 
Crimes  Against  Children  Unit,  said  her 
agency  has  employed  Mr.  Mead  for  two 
years  to  train  Florida  law  enforcement 
officers  and  social  workers. 

Other  authorities  contacted  by  the  Re¬ 
porter  criticized  the  book’s  lack  of  statis¬ 
tical  evidence  to  support  the  authors’ 
contention  that  child  molesters  are  tar¬ 
geting  congregations. 

The  Rev.  David  Kirk,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  minister,  is  executive  director  of 
ChildServ  Inc.,  a  United  Methodist  agen¬ 
cy  in  Chicago.  He  said  in  his  experience 
there  was  "no  evidence  whatsoever”  to 
support  the  authors’  contention. 

Dr.  Kirk  cited  a  1987  study  by  the 
Child  Welfare  League,  a  national  advoca¬ 
cy  organization,  titled  “Too  Young  to 
Run.”  The  study,  he  said,  indicates  that 
90  to  95  percent  of  child  abuse  takes 
place  in  the  home  and  that  less  than  1 
percent  occurs  in  institutions  such  as 
schools  and  churches. 

“What  gets  publicized  are  the  cases  that 
take  place  in  institutions  or  foster  care," 
Dr.  Kirk  said.  “Publicity  doesn’t  take  place 
on  abuses  that  occur  in  homes  or  family 
situations.  The  public  may  get  a  distorted 
view  of  where  abuse  takes  place.” 

Dr.  Kirk  said  he  was  surprised  by  the 
book’s  contention  because  it  didn’t  seem  to 
be  based  on  "hard  research  or  numbers." 

"All  other  statistics,  where  there  are 
hard  numbers  and  facts,  refute  their 
findings,”  he  said. 

Barbara  Garcia,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  of  children’s  and  marriage  growth 
ministries  for  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville,  said 
of  the  authors’  contention,  “That  has  not 
been  my  experience.” 

Ms.  Garcia  said  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship  addressed  child  protection  in  Spring 
1987  by  adopting  a  policy,  “Child  Care 
and  Christian  Education.”  The  policy  ad¬ 


vises  churches  to  require  job  applica¬ 
tions,  background  checks  and  training  of 
its  workers  and  volunteers. 

Craig  Hoskins,  attorney  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  in  Evanston,  Ill., 
characterized  "Child  Abuse  and  the 
Church"  as  "sensationalist  baloney.” 

“I  don’t  think  there  have  been  any 
child  abuse  claims  in  our  church  insur¬ 
ance  program  in  the  nine  years  I’ve  been 
here,"  Mr.  Hoskins  said. 

He  said  his  agency  regularly  distributes 
booklets  that  counsel  churches  to  protect 
children’s  programs  with  careful  screening, 
training  and  supervision  of  workers. 

John  B.  Rabun,  deputy  director  of  tfje 
National  Center  for  Missing  and  Exploited 
Children  in  Washington,  characterized  the 
book’s  claim  as  “not  entirely  specious,  but 
it  strikes  me  as  a  scare  tactic.” 

Mr.  Rabun’s  agency  works  with  the 
U.S.  Justice  Department  to  track  miss¬ 
ing  children  reports  and  trains  law  en¬ 
forcement  officers,  social  workers  and 
others  in  child  protection. 

“Churches  have  always  had  child  mo¬ 
lesters,  but  to  say  they’re  being  targeted 
is  really  reaching,”  said  Mr.  Rabun,  who 
is  also  a  Southern  Baptist  youth  minister. 

“In  my  experience— I  was  a  police  of¬ 
ficer  for  17  years— child  molesters  just 
won’t  go  to  the  risk  and  bother  of  going 
to  church  every  Sunday  when  there  are 
simpler,  easier  ways,”  he  continued. 
"Most  preferential  child  molesters  just 
aren’t  that  stupid.” 

“What’s  important  is  that  we  don’t 
need  to  scare  parents  in  our  churches,” 
Mr.  Rabun  said.  "There’s  no  reason  that 
learning  about  preventing  child  abuse 
should  be  scary  if  it’s  done  the  right  way. 
You  can  get  everybody  as  paranoid  as 
hoot  owls,  but  alarmist  tactics  don’t 
work  positively.” 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

"Child  Abuse  and  the  Church,"  a  new  book  co-authored  by  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  and  his  pastor,  claims  that  hard-core  child  molesters  tend  to 
target  Christian  congregations  to  gain  access  to  victims.  But  officials  con¬ 
tacted  by  the  Reporter  disputed  those  claims  (see  accompanying  story). 


Eradication  of  urban  violence 
targeted  by  UMC’s  black  caucus 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

OAKLAND,  Calif.— Mounting  drug-re¬ 
lated  violence  and  gang  activity  in  U.S. 
urban  areas  have  prompted  a  call  to  ac¬ 
tion  by  United  Methodism’s  20-year-old 
black  caucus. 

Nearly  500  black  church  leaders  at¬ 
tending  the  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  (BMCR)  20th  anniversary  meet¬ 
ing  recently  asked  regional  units  to 
make  eradicating  urban  violence  a  bud¬ 
getary  and  programmatic  priority  for 
the  next  four  years. 

Detroit,  Chicago,  Cleveland  and  Cin¬ 
cinnati  were  identified  as  crisis  areas. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction  branch 
of  the  caucus  was  asked  to  earmark  funds 


to  address  youth  violence  and  crime,  be¬ 
ginning  no  later  than  September. 

An  offering  was  collected  to  help  the 
North  Central  group  begin  work  in  De¬ 
troit,  described  in  the  resolution  and  in 
recent  news  stories  as  "the  most  danger¬ 
ous  city  in  the  nation  for  youth.” 

While  specifics  of  BMCR’s  action  plan 
are  undetermined,  some  causes  of  the 
sharp  rise  in  youth-related  violence  were 
discussed. 

Increased  drug  use  and  criminal  activ¬ 
ity  were  linked  to  the  high  unemploy¬ 
ment  rate  among  young  blacks. 

The  caucus  also  voted  to  work  with 
United  Methodism’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  to  develop  outreach  ministries 


for  persons  with  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome  (AIDS)  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Included  would  be  an  audiovisual 
resource  for  use  by  black  and  Hispanic 
congregations  for  education  and  action. 

The  caucus  also  agreed  to  write  and1 
distribute  a  response  to  the  "Houston 
Declaration,”  a  statement  on  homosex¬ 
uality,  Trinitarian  language  and  the  role 
of  Scripture,  which  was  developed  by  a 
group  of  mostly  white,  conservative 
United  Methodist  pastors  last  December. 

The  denomination’s  largest  minority 
lobbying  group  celebrated  its  20th  anni¬ 
versary  by  honoring  founding  members, 
bishops  and  others  who  have  bolstered 
the  caucus. 


WELCOME  TO  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  SOUND 
OF  THE  2 1ST  CENTURY 

(Singing  led  by  Ray  Walker  of  the  Jordanaires) 


“A  TRIBUTE 

•  BLESSED  ASSURANCE 

•  ALL  THE  WAY  MY  SAVIOR  LEADS  ME 

•  A  WONDERFUL  SAVIOR 

•  JESUS  IS  TENDERLY  CALLING 

•  I  AM  THINE,  OH  LORD 

•  HIDE  ME,  OH  MY  SAVIOR 

•  JESUS,  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 

•  TO  THE  WORK 

•  RESCUE  THE  PERISHING 

•  TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 

•  CLOSE  TO  THEE 

•  PASS  ME  NOT 

•  HOLD  THOU  MY  HAND 

•  TAKE  THE  WORLD,  BUT  GIVE  ME  JESUS 


TO  FANNY  J.  CROSBY 


5  5 


•  I  SHALL  KNOW  HIM 


•  REDEEMED 


•  WILL  YOU  COME? 

•  “TIS  THE  BLESSED  HOUR  OF  PRAYER 

•  WILL  JESUS  FIND  US  WATCHING? 

•  PRAISE  HIM!  PRAISE  HIM! 

•  TELL  ME  THE  STORY  OF  JESUS 

•  THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 

•  SAFE  IN  THE  ARMS  OF  JESUS 

•  THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 

•  SAVIOR,  MORE  THAN  LIFE  TO  ME 

•  WELCOME  FOR  ME 

•  SPEED  AWAY 

•  SOMEDAY  THE  SILVER  CORD  WILL  BREAK 


In  addition  to  songs  written  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  three  more  congregational  singing  cassette  tapes  are 
now  available  in  the  Good  Night  series.  Music  you  grew  up  with,  a  tremendous  collection!  Our  newest 
cassette,  “My  God  and  I”,  features  that  old  methodist  favorite  “Jesus  Took  My  Burden”. 


“Wonderful  Words  of  Life” 


•  TAKE  MY  LIFE,  AND  LET  IT  BE 

•  WONDERFUL  WORDS  OF  LIFE 

•  SONG  OF  WONDERFUL  LOVE 
(Wonderful,  Wonderful) 

•  EVERY  CLOUD  HAS  A  SILVER  LINING 

•  WE  HAVE  AN  ANCHOR 

•  AM  I  NEARER  TO  HEAVEN  TODAY 


•  WILL  THERE  BE  ANY  STARS 

•  FROM  THE  CROSS  TO  THE  CROWN 

•  I’LL  LIVE  IN  GLORY 

•  I’LL  LIVE  ON 

•  UPON  THE  BANKS  OF  JORDAN  STOOD 
(All  Parts  Sung  By  Ray  Walker.) 

•  THERE  IS  A  FOUNTAIN 


•  GLORY  FOR  ME 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 

•  JESUS  IS  ALL  THE  WORLD  TO  ME 

•  WHERE  THE  ROSES  NEVER  FADE 

•  SURELY  GOODNESS  AND  MERCY 

•  HEAVEN 

•  WHISPERING  HOPE 


“It  Is  No  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 


•  IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 

•  THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 

•  TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 

•  WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 

•  I  WANT  TO  KNOW 

•  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 


•  HE 

•  DO  YOU  KNOW  THE  SONG 

•  THE  END  OF  THE  WAY 

•  THE  LAST  MILE  OF  THE  WAY 

•  THANK  GOD  FOR  JESUS,  HE’S  MINE 

•  JESUS  TOOK  MY  BURDEN 


•  AMAZING  GRACE 

•  HE  SET  ME  FREE 

•  BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 

•  THIS  OLD  HOUSE 

•  PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 

•  HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 


“My  God  And  I” 

•  MY  GOD  IS  REAL 

•  HOW  LONG  HAS  IT  BEEN? 

•  SING  AND  BE  HAPPY 

•  I’LL  BE  SOMEWHERE  LISTENING 

•  I  LOVE  THE  LORD 

•  MY  GOD  AND  I 

•  I’D  RATHER  HAVE  JESUS 


•  WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•  JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 

•  HE'LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY 
“WELL  DONE” 

•  PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•  WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN 


•  PUT  YOUR  HAND  IN  THE  HAND 

•  THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 

•  THE  HALF  HAS  NEVER  YET 
BEEN  TOLD 

•  SING  OH  SING  HIS  PRAISES 

•  OH  I  WANT  TO  SEE  HIM 


Four  and  one-half  (4V2)  hours  of  singing  and  82  beautiful  songs! 

These  cassettes  are  truly  a  blessing  and  are  priced  at  only  $8.95  each  so  every  family  can  have  one. 
They  also  make  the  perfect  gift.  These  attractively  packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas 
Christian  Sound,  or  by  completing  the  order  form  below. 


Select  one  tape  for  $8.95,  two  for  $  1 7.00,  three  for  $24.00,  or  four  for  $31 .00 


DALLAS  CHRISTIAN  SOUND  PLEASE  RUSH 


P.  O.  BOX  796072 
DALLAS,  TEXAS  75379 
(214)  233-6107 


NAME  _ 
ADDRESS 
CITY _ 


Q  “A  Tribute  To  Fanny  J.  Crosby” 

□  ‘‘Wonderful  Words  of  Life” 

□  “It  Is  No  Secret  What  God  Can  Do” 

□  “My  God  and  I” 


STATE _ ZIP 


—Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Dallas  Christian  Sound  Tapes.  Not  Available  in  Stores— 


the  church  today 


‘Evangelical  ministry’ 
scholarships  offered 

ATLANTA— Emory  University’s  Can¬ 
dler  School  of  Theology  has  announced  a 
program  of  10  three-year  scholarships 
for  United  Methodist  students  preparing 
for  biblically-based,  evangelical  minis¬ 
try  to  local  congregations. 

The  Jack  M.  Jones  Scholarships  will  be 
awarded  annually  to  10  incoming  ministe¬ 
rial  students  who  also  must  receive 
matching  funds  from  Candler,  the  stu¬ 
dent’s  church  or  district,  and  the  student’s 
annual  conference  through  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  Ministerial  Education  Fund. 

The  scholarships  are  made  possible 
through  the  donations  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  Jack  M.  and  Phyllis  Jones  of  Thom- 
asville,  Ga. 

Higher  education  unit 
elects  Arizonan  chairman 

NASHVILLE— An  Arizona  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  Robert  P.  Weatherford  Jr.,  has  been 
elected  to  succeed  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas 
Trotter  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees  of  the  National  Methodist  Foundation 
for  Christian  Higher  Education. 

Mr.  Weatherford  is  a  longtime  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  foundation  board  and  has 
served  as  vice  chairman  for  several 
years. 

Mr.  Trotter  resigned  from  the  board 
concurrently  with  his  January  resigna¬ 
tion  as  general  secretary  of  the  UM 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 
He  became  president  of  Alaska-Pacific 
University  in  Anchorage,  Alaska. 

Three  conferences  form 
construction  corporation 

VALLEY  FORGE,  Pa.— Three  annual 
conferences  have  joined  forces  with  the 
United  Methodist  Program  Division  of 
Congregational  Development  to  form  a 
construction  services  corporation  to  sup¬ 
ply  connectional  help  in  the  building  or 
rebuilding  of  churches. 

Modeled  after  a  similar  construction 
services  corporation  in  the  California- 
Pacific  and  California-Nevada  annual 
conferences,  Tri-Conference  Construc¬ 
tion  Services  Inc.  is  a  joint  effort  among 
the  Southern  New  Jersey,  Peninsula  and 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  conferences  and 
Congregational  Development. 

Illinois  Wesleyan  president 
to  enter  fund  raising 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ill. -Wayne  Ander¬ 
son,  president  of  Illinois  Wesleyan  Uni¬ 
versity,  a  United  Methodist-related 
institution,  has  resigned  effective  July  31 
to  become  a  consultant  in  educational 
fund-raising. 


Dr.  Anderson  has  been  president  of  Il¬ 
linois  Wesleyan  since  August  1986. 

Wendell  Hess,  university  provost  and 
professor  of  chemistry,  will  take  over  as 
acting  president  Aug.  1,  said  E.  Hugh 
Henning,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trust¬ 
ees. 

$50  million  reported  raised 
to  fund  mission  projects 

NEW  YORK  (UMR)— World  Division 
head  Peggy  Billings  last  week  told  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  agency  that 
$50  million  had  been  raised  to  fund  mis¬ 
sion  projects  during  the  past  four  years. 

She  said  new  programs  of  evangelistic 
outreach  were  launched  in  six  areas  with 
a  long  history  of  board  work:  Indonesia, 
Philippines,  Fiji,  Panama,  Malaysia  and 
Kenya. 

New  work  also  was  started  in  Burundi, 
Guatemala,  Nicaragua  and  Honduras, 
she  said. 

Other  countries  assigned  missionaries 
for  the  first  time  were  Ireland,  East  Ger¬ 
many,  Portugal,  Spain,  Italy  and  Jerusa¬ 
lem. 

Five  bishops  join  suit 
over  closing  PLO  office 

NEW  YORK  (UMR)— Five  United 
Methodist  bishops  joined  as  plaintiffs  in 
a  federal  lawsuit  challenging  an  effort 
by  U.S.  Attorney  General  Edwin  Meese 
III  to  close  the  observer  mission  of  the 
Palestinian  Liberation  Organization  at 
the  United  Nations. 

The  closing  would  "deny  the  American 
people  at  home  and  the  world  communi¬ 
ty  at  the  U.N.  the  right  to  hear  all  sides 
of  the  Israeli-Palestinian  controversy,” 
an  attorney  for  the  plaintiffs  said  at  a 
news  conference  last  week. 

United  Methodist  bishops  among  the 
65  individuals  and  groups  listed  as  plain¬ 
tiffs  in  the  federal  suit  are  Roy  C.  Clark, 
Columbia,  S.C.;  Jesse  R.  DeWitt,  Chica¬ 
go;  Roy  I.  Sano,  Denver;  F.  Herbert 
Skeete,  Philadephia;  and  C.  Dale  White, 
New  York. 

UM  layman  named 
to  top  education  post 

HARRISBURG,  Pa.-United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  Charles  Fuget  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Commissioner  for  Higher 
Education  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Education.  The  appoint¬ 
ment  was  made  by  Pennsylvania’s  Gov. 
Robert  Casey. 

Dr.  Fuget  is  vice-president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry’s  higher  educa¬ 
tion  division  and  a  member  of  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  higher-education  affiliating 


agency,  the  University  Senate, 

Prior  to  assuming  his  new  position,  Dr. 
Fuget  was  dean  of  the  College  of  Natural 
Science  and  Math  at  Indiana  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  Indiana,  Pa. 


A  TASTE  OF  ENGLAND 
TOUR 

Tour  England  with  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred 
Edwards  in  July. 

Sunset  Travel 

425  E.  Citrus  Redlands.  CA  92373 
(714)793-3216 

COMING  ALIVE 

Motivational  newsletter  and  open  forum.  A 
dynamic  sharing  of  your  problems,  solu¬ 
tions.  and  possibilities.  Jan  and  Bruce 
Woody,  Counselors,  3210  Damascus,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75234.  Monthly.  $15/year. 

CLASSIFIED 

FULL  TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  Music 
Ministries  for  900-plus  member  church.  Degree 
and/or  experience  required.  Salary  negotiable- 
Send  picture  and  resume  to  Forest  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  1217  Forest  Hill  Rd.,  Macon, 
GA  31210.  Attn:  Jerry  Cook 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  for  church  of  1200.  Primary  respon¬ 
sibility  will  be  music,  including  children's,  youth, 
sanctuary  and  bell  choirs.  Resource  and  work  with 
Commission  on  Education.  Multi-staff  environment. 
Salary  dependent  on  education,  experience  and  abil¬ 
ity  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to  Rev  Steve  McEI- 
roy.  P.O.  Box  527,  Hereford,  TX  79045 

WANTED  SINGLES  MINISTER  to  implement 
and  coordinate  a  ministry  with  singles  of  all  ages. 
Could  be  clergy  or  lay.  Send  resume  to:  Dr  Frank 
Nichols.  St  John's  United  Methodist  Church,  109  E. 
14th  St..  Davenport.  IA  52803.  (319)  324-5278. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  and  Mu- 
sieposition  in  fast  growing  East  Texas  church  of 
670.  Excellent  programs  in  both  areas  are  al¬ 
ready  under  way.  Experience  preferred,  espe¬ 
cially  in  youth  area.  Deadline  for  applications: 
April  10  For  job  description,  please  write: 
Search  Committee.  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  367, 
Lindale.  TX  75771  or  call  (214)  882-8506 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (FULL-TIME)  2,200 
member  church.  Direct  adult  and  youth  choirs 
plus  coordinate  total  music  program.  Apply: 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Box  628.  Lake 
Jackson.  TX  77566.  Phone  (409)  297-3046 

CHINA.  HONG  KONG.  November  2-17  $2295 
from  California.  Free  brochure,  Dr  Don  Haarup, 
Box  31.  Brainerd,  MN  56401-0031.  Telephone 
(218)829-6076 

AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct.  9th  Los  Angeles 
connection  Brisbane.  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Barrier 
Reef.  Milford  Sound.  Ml  Cook.  Brochures:  Bess  Lou- 
dermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas,  Texas  75205. 

WESLEY  HERITAGE  TOUR  GREAT  BRITAIN 
August  8-22,  1988  Visits  to  places  John  Wesley 
lived  worked  For  brochure,  write:  Rev.  Philip 
Solbjor.  519  Goodman  Road.  Pacifica,  CA  94044 
Telephone.  (415)  993-6742 

CAMP  FACILITY-  EUFAULA,  OK  22  acres, 
cafeteria,  bunk  houses,  swimming  pool,  basket¬ 
ball  court,  tennis  courts,  staff  house,  fenced. 
Write:  Shamrock.  P.O  Box  518,  Durant,  OK 
74701  (405)924-1887. 

AD  SPECIALTY  SALES  Top  commissions  selling 
calendars,  pens,  caps,  other  advertising  specialties 
locally  Full  part-time.  Call  Shedd-Brown,  Buddy 
Harper.  Monday  9  am-3  pm  (817)626-1118. 
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Opening  New  Doors  — 


Mangum  UMC  holds  Groundbreaking  Ceremony 


The  congregation  at  Mangum  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  is  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  a  big  change  with  the 
building  of  their  new  sanctuary.  Ground¬ 


breaking  services  were  held  for  the  new 
facility  on  March  6. 

“The  construction  crew  is  already 
hard  at  work  and  we  are  very  pleased,” 


Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones  said.  “It  is  not  often 
that  we  get  a  groundbreaking  so  close  to 
the  date  of  construction,  but  that  is  the 
way  it  occurred  here.” 


IIQQIlil  jjjj  :j ' '  j*? 


The  Shreveport  architectural  firm  of 
Schuldt  Associates  Incorporated  has  re¬ 
cently  started  work  on  a  new  9,000 
square  foot  addition  for  Mangum  UMC. 

The  three-quarter  million  dollar  facili¬ 
ty,  which  is  the  fourth  phase  of  the  long 
range  plan,  contains  a  430  seat  sanctu¬ 
ary,  parlor,  narthex  and  formal  entries. 

“Throughout  the  long  range  planning 
for  our  sanctuary,  our  motto  has  been 
‘Grateful  for  the  Past  —  Committed  to 
the  Future’,”  Jones  said.  “Our  faith  has 
brought  us  this  far;  now  faith  with  our 
works  will  accomplish  what  we  believe 
is  the  will  of  God’s  direction.” 

The  new  addition,  though  contempo¬ 
rary,  has  been  designed  to  blend  with  the 
altar  and  other  artifacts  from  the  origi¬ 
nal  church,  which  was  founded  in 
Queensboro  in  1908. 

Carter  Construction  Company  of 
Shreveport  is  the  builder.  Construc¬ 
tion  has  already  begun  and  is  expected  to 
take  eight  months. 


On  3he  Way  . . . 


There  are  two  blanks  in  the  record  of  the  life  of  Jesus,  two  empty  spaces  we 
would  love  to  be  able  to  fill  in. 

The  first  concerns  the  “hidden  years  at  Nazareth,”  the  seventeen  years 
between  his  visit  to  the  temple  at  age  thirteen,  and  his  entry  into  public 
ministry  at  age  thirty.  All  the  record  says  is  that  he  went  back  to  Nazareth 
with  his  parents  and  was  "subject  unto  them,”  and  that  “He  increased  in 
wisdom  and  stature.”  What  does  show  through  clearly  in  later  years  is  his 
mastery  of  his  own  religious  tradition.  That  might  give  us  some  hint  of  his 
studies,  but  there  is  no  hard  information. 

The  second  gap  in  our  knowledge  of  the  life  of  Jesus  surrounds  the  forty 
hidden  days  between  Resurrection  and  AscensioirDay,  that  period  we  are  now 
in. 

We  don’t  know  much  about  what  happened  during  those  days,  but  we  do  know 
they  were  important!  During  that  time  a  disorganized,  bewildered  band  of 
disciples  were  somehow  equipped  to  go  forth  and  turn  the  world  upside  down! 

But  the  New  Testament  writers  give  little  insight  into  those  mysterious  days. 
Mark  ends  his  Gospel  with  the  words,  “And  they  went  out  and  fled  from  the 
tomb;  for  trembling  and  astonishment  had  come  upon  them;  and  they  said 
nothing  to  anyone,  for  they  were  afraid.”  The  other  Gospel  writers  present  a 
series  of  mysterious  encounters  —  on  the  road  to  Emmaus,  at  the  lakeside,  in 
the  upper  room. 

The  writer  of  Acts  summed  it  all  up  in  one  sentence:  “To  them  he  presented 
himself  alive  after  his  passion  by  many  proofs,  appearing  to  them  during  forty 
days,  and  speaking  of  the  kingdom  of  God.”  In  all  of  this,  however.  I  can 
discover  nothing  new  that  he  said  or  did. 

I  can  only  understand  all  of  this  from  my  own  experience.  There  is  a 
difference  between  hearing  someone  talk  and  someone  speak.  And  sometimes 
it  is  only  when  death  has  intervened  that  the  words  and  deeds  of  people  come 
alive. 

I  remember  some  of  my  teachers.  I  didn’t  always  see  how  great  they  were  at 
the  time,  but  now  I  realize  how  much  a  part  of  me  those  teachers  were! 

In  my  early  years,  I  weighed  the  words  of  Jesus.  Now  His  words  are 
weighing  and  judging  me. 

Perhaps  that’s  the  way  it  was  with  the  disciples  of  Jesus.  From  beyond  the 
tomb,  He  “spoke  to  them  concerning  the  Kingdom  of  God,”  and  now  the  words 
came  alive  in  hearts  prepared  to  hear  them. 

But  all  this  is  speculation.  Let  me  be  practical.  How  do  we  venture  forth  into 
the  forty  days  after  Easter?  If  you  are  moved  with  a  mystical  feeling  of  love, 
go  and  do  something  about  it.  These  forty  days  between  Resurrection  and 
Ascension  may  depend  on  just  that,  or  some  equivalent  of  it:  writing  a  letter, 
voicing  a  word  of  thanks,  raising  someone’s  spirits. 


General  Conference  Hearings  Set 


General  Conference  Hearings  will  be 
held  in  the  northern  and  southern  parts 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  on  April  16 
for  all  concerned  clergy  and  lay  mem¬ 
bers  to  express  their  concerns  to  the  del- 
egates.  This  is  an  opportunity  for 
interested  clergy  and  lay  people  to  let 
the  delegates  to  General  Conference 
know  what  they  feel  are  the  important 
issues  and  discuss  these  with  the  dele¬ 


gates. 

Dr.  Tracy  Arnold  will  lead  the  hearing 
in  the  north,  at  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church  at  10  a.m.  and  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth 
will  lead  the  hearing  for  the  southern 
part  of  the  Conference  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  at  10 
a.m. 

Make  plans  to  attend  and  voice  your 
concerns. 


Workshop  to  be  led  by  Dr.  Calvin 


Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.  will  lead  a 
workshop  entitled  “Road  Signs:  ‘The 
Wesleyan  Quadrilateral’  ”  at  the  South¬ 
ed  Methodist  Women’s  Meeting  April 
7-10,  1988  at  the  Gulf  Coast  Convention 
Center  and  Coliseum  in  Biloxi,  Mississip¬ 
pi. 

The  purpose  of  the  Jurisdiction’s  Qua¬ 
drennial  is  to  provide  participants  an  op¬ 


portunity  to  reflect,  renew  and  risk  in 
areas  where  they  journey  by  faith  into 
the  future. 

The  “Wesleyan  Quadrilateral”  will  ad¬ 
dress  Scripture,  Tradition,  Reason  and 
Experience  as  a  basis  for  Christian  wit¬ 
ness. 

Dr.  Calvin  is  the  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma  district. 


Coastal  Restoration  Forum  Slated 


There  will  be  another  Louisiana  Coast¬ 
al  Wetlands  Church  and  Synagogue  Stew¬ 
ardship  Forum  held  in  Lafayette  on  May 
5  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  at  7 
p.m. 

This  forum  is  designed  to  address  the 
Acadiana  area  delegates  with  five  ques¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  Governor  Buddy 
Roemer’s  environmental  recommenda¬ 
tions,  in  an  effort  to  find  out  if  they  will 
be  supporting  these.  Their  responses  will 
be  aired  throughout  the  media. 

The  first  forum  was  held  last  Novem¬ 
ber  in  Lafayette  and  much  energy  and 
enthusiasm  flowed  out  of  that  meeting. 
Recently,  a  forum  was  held  in  Lake 


Charles  to  address  the  problems  threat¬ 
ening  that  area’s  wetlands. 

The  Church  and  Synagogue  Plan  is 
asking  citizens  responsible  for  the  care 
of  the  wetlands  to  take  action  by  con¬ 
tacting  personally  and/or  writing  your 
legislator  to  urge  him  or  her  to  vote  yes 
on  the  following  two  recommendations 
from  the  Roemer  transition  team.  This  is 
the  one  way  you  can  help  to  defeat  the 
demise  of  our  wetlands. 

There  will  also  be  forums  held  in  Hou¬ 
ma,  Baton  Rouge  and  New  Orleans. 
Dates  and  locations  for  these  forums  will 
be  announced  at  a  later  date. 


Around  the  Conference 


Next  Cursillo  Event  to  be  held  in  May 


Thirty-two  participants  attended  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Cursillo  #10, 
which  was  held  March  3-6  at  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers  Baptist  Conference  Center  near  Al- 
exandria.  Cursillo,  a  national  lay 
movement  emphasizing  Christian  com¬ 
munity,  was  introduced  to  Louisiana 
three  years  ago. 

Since  then,  24  pastors  and  more  than 
250  Louisiana  United  Methodists  from 
Golden  Meadow  to  Shreveport  and  from 
Lake  Charles  to  Mandeville,  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  enthusiasm,  love,  fellowship 


and  Christian  renewal  which  always 
seems  to  result  from  these  weekend  re¬ 
treats. 

The  three-day  weekends  are  held  quar¬ 
terly  at  Tall  Timbers.  Weekends  for  the 
remainder  of  1988  are  scheduled  May  26- 
29,  August  18-21  and  November  10-13. 
New  dormitories  under  construction  at 
Tall  Timbers  will  be  completed  before 
the  May  weekend.  If  Cursillo  interests 
you,  please  contact  Bobby  Potts  at  1529 
Tulip  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802  for 
more  information  or  for  applications 


INTERESTING  SPEAKER  —  The  Gonzales  UMW  had  Helen  Brock  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  as  their  guest  speaker  at  the  church  worship  services.  Pictured 
are  from  1.  to  r.,  Brenda  Walker,  Helen  Brock,  Jody  McKee,  Gonzales  UMW  Presi¬ 
dent  and  Ivy  Pruitt. 


PEOPLE  FROM  ALL  OVER  —  A  number  of  clergy  and  lay  participants  alike 
gather  at  Cursillo  for  a  time  of  fellowship  and  sharing  with  other  United  Method¬ 
ists.  Some  of  those  attending  the  weekend  in  March  included,  from  1.  to  r.,  Randy 
Burris,  First  UMC  Baker;  Debbie  Drash,  St.  Luke’s  UMC  Baton  Rouge;  Bob  Ewing, 
Sugarland  UMC,  Sugarland,  Texas;  and  Peter  Harrington,  First  UMC  West  Monroe. 


AND  WE’RE  NOT  COMING  DOWN  —  Until  they  had  raised  money  for  their  proj¬ 
ects,  the  Youth  Council  of  First  UMC  Minden  held  a  sit-in  on  the  roof  of  their 
church.  They  raised  a  few  eyebrows  from  passersby,  as  well  as  $700  for  their  spring 
ministries.  They  will  be  participating  in  a  Senior  High  ski  trip,  missions  camp, 
Youth  ’88,  Youth  Revival  and  a  number  of  community  projects.  Their  weekly  activi¬ 
ties  include  youth  choir,  Senior  High  rap  sessions,  youth  newsletter,  Y.H.O.  (Youth 
Helping  Others),  volleyball  and  softball  teams,  UMYF  and  district  events.  The  di¬ 
rector  of  Youth  Ministries  at  First  UMC  Minden  is  Jay  Waalk. 


GROUNDBREAKING  —  It  was  a  great  day  for  a  groundbreaking  ceremony.  Par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  event  were,  from  1.  to  r.,  Ed  Jolly,  chairman  of  the  building  Com¬ 
mittee,  Rev.  Lael  S.  Jones,  minister,  Dr.  Odell  Simmons,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent  and  Rev.  Marie  Williams,  associate  minister  at  Mangum. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 

University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  presented  the  Seven  Last 
Words  of  Christ  by  Franz  Josef  Haydn,  Victor  Klimash  was  the  director.  The  soloists 
were  Lisa  Herber,  soprano,  Sharon  Nason,  alto,  Greg  Toney,  tenor,  Brad  Wilder,  bass 
and  George  Walter,  piano.  Dr.  Phil  Woodland  is  the  minister  at  University. 

Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sulphur  recently  celebrated  the  church’s  25th 
anniversary.  It  was  an  all  day  celebration  with  a  full  church.  Rev.  Charles  Humph¬ 
ries,  a  former  pastor,  gave  the  morning  inspirational  message.  Following  a  delicious 
pot  luck  dinner  and  fellowship,  Hubert  Blanchard  Conference  Lay  Leader,  led  the 
Song-Fest  with  beautiful,  special  music  by  former  members  and  the  choir.  The  con¬ 
gregation  enjoyed  singing  many  of  the  beautiful  old  hymns.  Rev.  Ray  Holt  is  the  min¬ 
ister  at  Wesley. 

The  22nd  Annual  Tom  Peyton  Memorial  Arts  Festival  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Alexandria  opens  April  15  and  runs-through  April  24.  Featured  this  year, 
along  with  the  juried  art  exhibit,  wili  be  an  evening  with  Art  Linkletter  on  April  18  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  Guinn  Auditorium  at  Louisiana  College.  The  festival  was  founded  in  1967 
by  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  then  pastor  of  First  Church,  Alexandria.  Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 
is  the  pastor  of  First  Church. 

*  •  * 

The  Annie  T.  Munday  Library  at  Noel  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport  cele¬ 
brated  its  45th  anniversary  in  February.  Established  in  1943  with  19  books,  the  library  has 
maintained  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  spiritual,  cultural,  intellectual  and  recreational 
needs  of  the  members  of  Noel  through  the  materials  it  offers.  In  1953,  the  library  was 
given  the  name  of  its  founder.  Today,  its  collection  exceeds  10,000  books  and  includes 
audio  cassettes,  video  cassettes,  worship  setting  materials  and  games. 

On  April  14  at  10  a.m.,  the  library  will  host  a  book  review  to  which  the  public  is  in¬ 
vited.  The  current  librarian  is  Carolyn  Gardner.  She  is  interested  in  forming  a  local 
chapter  of  the  Church  and  Synagogue  Library  Association  to  support  and  encourage 
those  who  are  involved  in  church  libraries.  Anyone  who  is  interested  can  call  her  at 
Noel  (318-221-5207)  or  at  home  (318-221-1912.) 

•  •  • 

Peck  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  held  their  Revival  in  March.  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell,  pastor  of  Bethany  UMC  was  the  revivalist.  The  theme  for  the  re¬ 
vival  was  “Seek  First  His  Kingdom  and  His  Righteousness”  Matt.  6:33.  The  revival 
services  started  Sunday  evening,  March  13th  and  continued  Monday,  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  evenings.  Rev.  John  Hamilton  is  the  pastor  at  Peck  UMC. 

*  *  * 

The  choir  of  the  Morningside  UMC  and  many  adults  of  the  congregation  presented 
the  Cantata  “Jesus  Shall  Reign”  in  the  morning  service  on  March  27th.  Morningside 
is  not  sure  the  many  persons  who  had  parts  in  the  pageantry  are  ready  to  move  to 
Hollywood,  but  all  had  an  abundance  of  fun  presenting  the  Easter  Story.  Rev.  Jim 
Constable  is  the  pastor  at  Morningside. 


During  the  morning  worship  services  at  Trinity  United  Methodist  Churcb  in  Alex¬ 
andria  on  Valentine's  Day,  members  of  the  UM  Youth  group  presented  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  a  long  stemmed  red  rose  for  the  ladies  and  a  red  rose 
boutonniere  for  the  men.  These  were  presented  to  the  members  who  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  under  25  years,  from  21-30  years,  from  31  to  40  years,  from  41-50  and  from  51 
years  up.  There  were  three  couples  in  the  51  and  up  group:  Don  and  Eve  High¬ 
tower.  Georgia  and  Ray  McIntosh  and  Gus  and  Maggie  Dezendorf,  who  were  married 
61  years. 

•  •  * 

Rev.  Ryan  Horton  Jr.  was  named  the  Man  of  the  Year  by  the  Natchitoches  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  at  a  banquet  held  in  February.  This  award  is  bestowed  on  an  indi¬ 
vidual  who  has  made  an  outstanding  voluntary  contribution  in  the  fields  of  civic 
humanitarian,  cultural  or  economic  efforts  for  community  improvements.  Rev.  Hor¬ 
ton  is  the  associate  minister  at  First  UMC,  Natchitoches. 

*  *  • 

The  Spring  Revival  will  be  held  at  First  UMC  in  Many  from  Sunday,  April  10 
through  Tuesday  night,  April  12,  with  services  at  7  p.m.  Rev.  Chris  Andrews  of  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC  in  Ruston  will  be  the  guest  evangelist.  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  is  the  minister 
at  Many. 

By  unanimous  vote  of  the  Administrative  Council  of  the  Lakeview  UMC  in  Minden, 
Nina  Kimbell  has  been  hired  to  serve  as  part  time  Director  of  Christian  Education 
for  the  church.  Nina  has  served  for  some  time  as  Sunday  School  teacher  in  both  adult 
and  children’s  divisions.  She  is  the  current  teacher  of  the  Upper  Elementary  Sunday 
School  class  and  chairperson  of  the  Education  Work  Area.  Nina  has  many  good  ideas 
for  building  the  Sunday  School  program  at  Lakeview  and  will  soon  be  recruiting  a 
task  force  to  formulate  a  comprehensive  plan  for  Sunday  School  growth.  Rev.  James 
McLelland  is  the  minister  at  Lakeview. 

*  •  • 

On  Sunday  March  20,  a  benefit  concert  was  held  featuring  Rev.  Kenneth  Fisher  at 
St.  Mark  UMC.  The  special  guest  performer  was  Dr.  T.  J.  Jemison,  pastor  of  the  Mt. 
Zion  First  Baptist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge.  The  concert  was  sponsored  by  Building 
Fund  Group  No.  Two.  There  was  no  admission  charge,  but  an  offering  was  taken  to 
assist  Fund  Group  No.  Two  in  meeting  their  1988  apportionment.  Rev.  Kenneth  Fish¬ 
er  is  the  minister  at  St.  Mark. 

•  •  • 

Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  participated  in  a  Lenten  Hunger  Fund,  which 
started  February  21  and  continued  each  Sunday  during  Lent.  The  members  partici¬ 
pated  in  the  Fund  by  foregoing  the  purchase  of  specific  groceries  or  meals  eaten  out 
and  donating  the  money  to  the  Fund.  The  major  portion  of  this  money  will  help  to  al¬ 
leviate  hunger  locally  —  through  the  work  of  Christian  Services  and  the  Shreveport- 
Bossier  Rescue  Mission.  On  March  13,  the  offering  was  designated  as  the  "One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing”  to  benefit  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Overseas  Relief. 
Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  is  the  pastor  at  Broadmoor. 
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General  Conference  anyway? 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

It’s  safe  to  say  that  the  question  many 
United  Methodists  have  about  General 
Conference  is: 

What  is  a  General  Conference? 

The  question  is  understandable.  Gener¬ 
al  Conferences  normally  meet  only  once 
every  four  years,  never  in  the  same 
place  twice  in  a  row— 1972  in  Atlanta; 
1976  in  Portland,  Ore.;  1980  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis,  1984  in  Baltimore;  1988  in  St.  Louis. 

The  church’s  constitution  limits  to  1,000 
the  number  of  United  Methodists  who  may 
be  elected  as  delegates  to  any  General 
Conference.  The  1988  session  has  996  dele¬ 
gates— an  infinitesimal  minority  of  the 
church’s  9.7-million  members. 

Half  of  the  delegates  must  be  laypeople, 
the  other  half  members  of  the  clergy. 

Re-election  of  delegates  from  one 
General  Conference  to  another  is  not 
automatic.  All  delegates  must  be  elected 
anew  every  four  years,  but  the  re-elec¬ 
tion  factor  is  fairly  high.  Only  one-third 
of  the  delegates  surveyed  by  the  General 


Council  on  Ministries  last  year  indicated 
that  1988  will  be  their  first  time  to  serve 
in  that  role. 

Time  devoted  to  legislation 

Once  the  delegates  convene  in  the  des¬ 
ignated  city  on  the  designated  dates,  they 
spend  almost  every  waking  moment  por¬ 
ing  over  the  church’s  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline— the  doctrines,  laws  and 
resolutions  that  finally  bind  the  church 
into  one  whole  denomination. 

Virtually  the  entire  Book  of  Discipline 
is  subject  to  change  by  majority  vote  of 
the  General  Conference  delegates. 

It  never  happens  that  way,  of  course. 
What  happens  instead  is  a  meticulous 
process  of  amending,  refining,  adding, 
subtracting— this  law  out,  this  one  in. 
Any  given  paragraph  may  be  amended— 
from  major  overhaul  to  slight  modifica¬ 
tions,  perhaps  changing  “shall  do  . . to 
“may  do _ all  striving  for  “perfec¬ 

tion”  in  Methodist  tradition. 

The  majority  of  legislative  changes 
voted  by  any  given  General  Conference 
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do  not  directly  affect  local  congrega¬ 
tions.  Rather  they  affect  the  church’s 
work  at  the  national  and  international 
levels  through  connectional  agencies  as¬ 
signed  to  function  on  behalf  of  all  United 
Methodists. 

The  filter-down  effect  local  congrega¬ 
tions  finally  feel  from  those  kinds  of  leg¬ 
islative  changes  is  typically  a  call  to 


participate  in  a  given  new  program  or  to 
accept  a  fair  share  of  support  for  a  new 
appropriated  fund. 

In  addition  to  exercising  the  church’s 
highest  legislative  functions,  the  General 
Conference  has  the  singular  right  to 
speak  for  the  entire  church. 

Thus,  a  resolution  adopted  by  General 
Conference  on  a  topic,  such  as  the  racial 
separation  system  of  apartheid  in  South 
Africa,  should  be  interpreted  as  the  offi¬ 
cial  position  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Such  a  resolution  remains  the  church’s 
official  position  until  it  is  changed  by  a 
subsequent  General  Conference  no  soon¬ 
er  than  four  years  later. 

Individual  United  Methodist  members 
and  congregations  have  two  kinds  of  op¬ 
portunities  to  speak  their  minds  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  any  General  Conference. 

One  is  via  the  election  of  delegates. 
The  most  delegates  are  elected  by  lay 
and  clergy  members  of  annual  confer¬ 
ences  a  year  or  so  in  advance  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference.  Delegates  thus  elected 


are  understood,  in  democratic  govern¬ 
mental  parlance,  to  represent  the  con¬ 
ferences  that  elected  them. 

The  other  is  via  petitions— formal, 
written  requests  addressed  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  for  specific  changes  in 
United  Methodist  church  law. 

A  petition  may  be  sent  by  any  individ¬ 
ual  United  Methodist,  by  any  group  of 
United  Methodists,  by  entire  congrega¬ 
tions,  by  annual  conferences  and  by  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  general  agencies.  In  this 
rare  form  of  participatory  democracy, 
no  one  is  excluded. 

2,600  petitions  received 

Some  2,600  such  petitions  to  the  1988 
General  Conference— many  fewer  than 
in  recent  sessions— were  received  ahead 
of  the  Feb.  27  deadline. 

All  these  2,600  petitions  will  be  as¬ 
signed  to  one  of  the  the  11  legislative 
committees  in  which  the  996  delegates 
work  during  most  of  the  first  week  of  the 
11 -day  General  Conference.  Each  com¬ 
mittee  must  report  back  to  the  whole 


body  its  recommendations  for  “concur¬ 
rence"  or  “non-concurrence”  with  each 
petition  assigned  to  the  committee. 

The  total  General  Conference  has  the 
right  to  accept  or  to  reject  recommenda¬ 
tions  from  the  legislative  committees.  In 
other  words,  the  majority  of  the  996  dele¬ 
gates  can  overrule  the  recommendation 
of  the  majority  of  the  100  or  so  delegates 
making  up  a  legislative  committee. 

Powerful  forces  play  upon  the  dele¬ 
gates  for  months  ahead  of  the  actual 
convening  of  the  General  Conference  and 
intensify  during  the  11  days  of  actual  leg¬ 
islative  sessions. 

Special-interest  groups  set  up  display  ta¬ 
bles,  hand  out  literature,  publish  daily  bul¬ 
letins,  counsel  with  delegates  and  generally 
try  to  swing  votes  in  support  of  their  views. 
At  stake  in  delegates’  votes  may  be  any¬ 
thing  from  a  fine  theological  point  to  fund¬ 
ing  for  multimillion-dollar  projects. 

A  General  Conference  is,  finally,  a 
Protestant  Christian  denomination  gov¬ 
erning  itself  in  the  most  democratically 
representative  way  divined  so  far. 
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Will  General  Conference  make  any  difference? 


By  SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 
UMR  Editor 

The  deadline  has  passed  for  members 
across  the  church  to  file  petitions. 

The  last  study  report  is  complete. 

The  general  agencies  all  have  submit¬ 
ted  their  legislative  proposals. 

The  annual  conferences  have  forward¬ 
ed  their  recommendations. 

Later  this  month,  996  delegates  from 
across  the  world  will  converge  in  St. 
Louis  to  begin  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Does  anyone  care? 

Of  course,  many  people  care  for  many 
different  reasons.  But  our  reading  of  the 
church’s  pulse  detects  less  general  inter¬ 
est  in,  and  fewer  great  expectations  of, 
this  General  Conference  than  of  any  oth¬ 
er  in  memory. 

The  menu  of  issues  may  explain  the 
relatively  low  level  of  advance  interest 
in  this  General  Conference. 

*  Issues  related  to  homosexuality 
again  will  be  among  the  most  volatile 
considered.  However,  after  16  years  of 
debating  this  issue,  the  alternative  posi¬ 
tions  are  relatively  clear  and  predict¬ 
able.  All  indications  are  that  the  position 
adopted  in  1972  and  subsequently  refined 
and  retained  will  again  be  retained  with¬ 
out  significant  change. 

•A  new  hymnal  will  be  adopted.  No 
one  will  like  everything  about  it.  But  ev¬ 
eryone  in  the  church  will  find  much  to  val¬ 
ue  in  it  Its  adoption  will  create  relatively 
little  stir  in  part  because  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee  has  done  such  a  good  job 
of  test-marketing  its  work  across  the 
church  during  the  past  four  years. 

•  A  proposed  new  doctrinal  statement 
will  be  considered.  If  adopted,  the  new 
statement  would  replace  the  statement 
adopted  in  1972  that  probably  is  best 
known  for  its  affirmation  of  “theological 
pluralism"  and  of  the  “Wesleyan  Quadri¬ 
lateral”  method  of  doing  theology. 

Some  of  the  most  lively  and  important 
debates  of  this  General  Conference  like¬ 
ly  will  revolve  around  whether  to  perfect 
and  adopt  the  new  statement  or  retain 


and  correct  perceived  deficiencies  in  the 
present  statement.  But  it  would  take  a 
miracle  for  most  of  our  church’s  laity, 
and  probably  most  pastors  as  well,  to  be¬ 
come  excited  about  such  a  theological 
discussion— one  way  or  the  other. 

•A  proposed  new  mission  statement 
will  be  considered.  After  years  of  ran¬ 
corous  debates  about  our  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  philosophy  and  mission  strategy, 
many  hoped  the  Mission  Study  Commis¬ 
sion  would  produce  a  mission  statement 
that  would  draw  people  of  diverse  views 
together  and  send  us  out  with  a  vigorous 
new  sense  of  unity  and  purpose.  Instead 
the  commission  has  produced  a  docu¬ 
ment  that  is  more  a  history  of  mission 
efforts  and  a  series  of  general  theologi¬ 
cal  reflections  on  God’s  grace  as  our  ba¬ 
sis  for  mission. 

•The  ministry  study  will  be  contin¬ 
ued— again.  Our  church’s  ordering  of 
ministry  has  been  under  one  type  of 
study  or  another  for  seven  four-year  pe¬ 
riods  without  definitive  resolution.  The 
Ministry  Study  Commission  for  the  past 
four  years  is  presenting  a  progress  re¬ 
port  and  asking  for  four  more  years  to 
complete  its  work. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  has  suggested 
two  other  options  for  continuing  the 
study:  (1)  a  partial  change  in  the  study 
commission’s  membership;  or  (2)  refer¬ 
ral  of  the  ministry  report  for  study  under 
auspices  of  the  Council  of  Bishops  during 
the  next  four  years. 

•  A  proposal  to  launch  the  first-ever 
United  Methodist  university  in  Africa 
will  be  considered.  This  proposal  would 
begin  to  address  a  150-year  vacuum  in 
our  church’s  mission  efforts  while  offer¬ 
ing  a  missional  challenge  worthy  of  sup¬ 
port  by  all  United  Methodists.  However, 
questions  raised  during  recent  months 
about  funding  for  the  new  university  and 
about  the  Zimbabwe  government’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  its  location  in  that  country 
have  dampened  enthusiasm  and  made  its 
approval  anything  but  certain. 

Many  other  issues  will  be  considered, 
of  course.  “Inclusiveness"  is  certain  to 


come  up  in  relation  to  numerous  issues. 
Minnesota  Area  Bishop  Emerson  Colaw 
rightly  noted  recently  that  “inclusiveness” 
appears  to  have  been  both  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  top  goal  and  its  greatest  accomplish¬ 
ment  during  the  past  two  decades. 

The  persistent  loss  of  members  and  re¬ 
sulting  loss  of  strength  and  morale  dur¬ 
ing,  that  same  20-year  period  is  sure  to 
cast  a  long  shadow  over  many  different 
debates  during  the  General  Conference. 
Will  the  consistent  erosion  of  institution¬ 
al  strength  continue,  or  is  it  possible  for 
United  Methodism  to  be  infused  by  God 
with  new  vision  and  renewed  vitality? 

The  more  important  underlying  ques¬ 
tion  about  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  may  not  be  “Does 
anyone  care?”  but  rather"Will  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  God's  kingdom  be  served  by  its 
actions?” 

It  is  hard  for  leaders  elected  from 
across  the  church  to  participate  in  a 
democratic  legislative  process  to  con¬ 
template  such  a  question. 

It  is  even  harder  for  those  elected  to 
lead  to  put  themselves  in  a  frame  of 
mind  to  listen  for  God’s  leading. 

And  yet,  if  United  Methodism  is  to  be 
revitalized  and  its  members  empowered 
to  reclaim  our  identity  as  part  of  the 
People  of  God,  the  No.  1  prerequisite  will 
be  a  receptivity  to  the  stirrings  and  lead¬ 
ings  of  God’s  Spirit. 

If  such  receptivity  occurs,  the  1988 
General  Conference  might  yet  stir  some 
broad  interest  and  excitement  among 
United  Methodists— and  beyond.1 
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Reprints  available 

Reprints  of  this  overview  of  the 
1988  General  Conference  are  avail¬ 
able  for  study  and  discussion  by 
Sunday  school  classes,  church  com¬ 
mittees,  etc.  Cost:  1  ($1);  10  copies 
($5);  100  copies  ($25).  Order  by  writ¬ 
ing  Overview  Reprint,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Reporter,  P.  O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Gateway  greets  United  Methodists 

ST.  LOUIS— The  Gateway  Arch  rises  above  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  St.  Louis  skyline  near  the  site  of  the 
1988  United  Methodist  General  Conference.  The  top  legislative  session  of  the  9.7-million-member  church  is  to  draw 
996  delegates  from  around  the  world.  Delegates,  alternates  and  other  interested  United  Methodists— some  3,000  in 
all— are  to  meet  in  Alfonso  J.  Cervantes  Convention  Center. 

Proposed  UMC  mission  statement 
stresses  centrality  of  God’s  grace 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

A  proposed  statement  that  offers  a 
“theological  and  biblical”  basis  for  the 
mission  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
appears  likely  to  be  amended  during  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

Those  amendments  are  expected  to 
add  specific  areas  of  action  to  the  mis¬ 
sion  statement. 


Revised  doctrinal  statement  proposed 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

A  proposed  new  doctrinal  statement 
for  United  Methodists  will  be  presented 
to  the  1988  General  Conference. 

If  adopted,  the  statement  would  re¬ 
place  the  present  statement  of  United 
Methodist  doctrine  (Part  n,  1984  Book  of 
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Discipline)  adopted  in  1972. 

Three  areas  of  the  church’s  life  are 
commonly  cited  as  being  most  directly 
affected  by  the  denomination’s  official 
theological  statement. 

Those  areas  are  (1)  the  theological 
training  of  people  preparing  to  be  UM 
pastors,  (2)  the  content  of  official  UM 
Christian  education  materials  and  (3)  the 
conduct  of  official  ecumenical  conversa¬ 
tions  with  other  Christian  and  non-Chris¬ 
tian  communions. 

The  1984  General  Conference  mandat¬ 
ed  that  a  “committee  on  our  theological 
task"  should  prepare  a  statement  “that 
will  reflect  the  needs  of  the  church”  and 
that  will  “define  the  scope  of  our  Wesley¬ 
an  tradition  in  the  context  of  our  con¬ 
temporary  world.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  appointed  a  22- 
member  committee  (plus  two  consul¬ 
tants)  chaired  by  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
(Florida  Area). 

The  committee,  representing  a  “cross- 
section  of  United  Methodism,”  according 
to  the  introduction  to  its  report,  met  five 
times  between  1984  and  1987.  It  produced 
10  revisions  of  the  proposed  document 
before  adopting  the  final  draft  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1987. 

Divided  into  four  sections 

The  new  statement  is  divided  into  four 
sections  identified  by  paragraph  num- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  rerue — of  the  following: 

"A  new  commandment  I  give  to  you, 
that  you  love  one  another;  even  as  I  have 
loved  you,  that  you  also  love  one  anoth- 


Chapier 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Exodus  20:12) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  11 

Monday:  Psalm  133 
Tuesday:  Acts  4:32-35 
Wednesday:  1  John  1:1-4 
Thursday:  1  John  l:5-2:2 
Friday:  John  20:19-23 
Saturday:  John  20:24-31 
Sunday:  John  3:1-7 


bers  as  they  are  proposed  to  appear  in 
the  1988  Book  of  Discipline. 

•Paragraph  66,  “Our  Doctrinal  Heri¬ 
tage,”  identifies  distinctive  Wesleyan  be¬ 
liefs  and  emphases  in  the  context  of 
classic  Christian  teachings. 

•Paragraph  67,  “Our  Doctrinal  Histo¬ 
ry,”  recounts  the  history  of  the  various 
doctrinal  emphases  and  standards  in 
which  United  Methodism  is  rooted. 

•Paragraph  68,  “Our  Doctrinal  Stand¬ 
ards  and  General  Rules,”  lists  United 
Methodism’s  “Standards  of  Doctrine,” 
namely,  the  Articles  of  Religion  of  The 
Methodist  Church,  The  Confession  of 
Faith  of  the  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  Church  and  “The  General  Rules”  as 
outlined  by  John  Wesley. 

•  Paragraph  69,  “Our  Theological 
Task,”  is  a  new  statement  of  the  church’s 
approach  to  theology.  It  identifies  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  "the  primary  source  and  criterion 
for  authentic  Christian  truth  and  wit¬ 
ness.”  It  affirms  tradition,  experience 
and  reason  as  "indispensable”  in  inter¬ 
preting  Scripture  and  in  “formulating 
faith  statements  based  on  the  biblical  wit¬ 
ness.”  And  it  affirms  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  “historical  commitment  to 
Christian  unity.” 

Reaction  to  the  report 

Respondents  to  a  Reporter  poll  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  delegates  last  fall  indicat¬ 
ed  that  the  theological  committee’s  report 
is  viewed  by  delegates  as  among  the  four 
most  important  issues  facing  General  Con¬ 
ference  (see  UMR,  Nov.  13). 

Public  reaction  to  the  report  ranges 
from  “support”  by  the  unofficial  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus,  Good  News,  and  signers 
of  the  so-called  “Houston  Declaration"  to 
a  call  for  a  “churchwide  study”  of  the  re¬ 
port  during  the  next  four  years  by  the 
General  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns  in  lieu  of 
adoption  in  1988. 

There  also  is  a  call  for  its  “rejection” 
by  the  unofficial  Methodist  Federation 
for  Social  Action. 

Following  are  some  strengths  and 
weaknesses  of  the  proposed  new  state¬ 
ment  as  assessed  by  various  supporters 
and  critics: 

STRENGTHS 

(Primary  source:  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ogle- 


tree,  "In  Quest  of  a  Common  Faith:  The 
Theological  Task  of  United  Methodists,” 
Quarterly  Review,  April  1988.  Dr.  Ogle- 
tree,  dean  of  UM-related  Drew  Theologi¬ 
cal  School,  was  a  member  of  the  writing 
team  for  the  new  statement.) 

•  Involves  “fairly  extensive  rewrit¬ 
ing”  of  present  disciplinary  paragraphs 
but  is  “in  essential  continuity  with  their 
central  intent.” 

•Drops  all  explicit  references  to  or 
affirmations  of  “theological  pluralism” 
and  emphasizes  instead  a  "more  forth¬ 
right”  statement  of  doctrinal  standards. 

•  Reflects  judgment  that  "the  principal 
threat  to  United  Methodism  ...  is  not  doc¬ 
trinal  rigidity  or  narrowness  but  theologi¬ 
cal  confusion  and  fragmentation.” 

•Emphasizes  “primacy  of  Scripture” 
as  the  source  of  theological  reflection  in 
interaction  with  "tradition,”  “experi¬ 
ence”  and  “reason.” 

•Drops  the  claim  that  John  Wesley’s 
44  “Sermons  on  Several  Occasions”  and 
“Explanatory  Notes  on  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment”  should  be  included  as  part  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  “established  standards 
of  doctrine,"  stating  that  the  traditional 
claim  lacks  historical  authenticity. 

•Contains  a  “strong  section”  on  the 
“primacy  of  grace” 

WEAKNESSES 

(Sources:  published  reactions  by  agen¬ 
cies,  unofficial  caucuses  and  individuals) 

•Moves  the  church  “away  from  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  world  and  tends  to¬ 
ward  a  scholastic  Wesleyanism.” 

•  Downgrades  importance  of  "new  theol¬ 
ogies,”  (black,  women’s,  Hispanic,  etc.)  and 
the  role  of  experience  in  "doing  theology.” 

•  Posits  such  an  emphasis  on  "prima¬ 
cy  of  Scripture”  that  the  “Wesleyan  quad¬ 
rilateral  becomes  an  awkward  pyramid.” 

•Undervalues  the  “gift  of  pluralism” 
in  United  Methodism. 

•Doesn’t  heed  its  own  advice  about 
“primacy  of  Scripture.”  It  “almost  nev¬ 
er”  cites  Scripture  and  would  draw  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  doctrinal  standards  from 
Anglican  tradition. 

•Isn’t  distinctly  “Wesleyan  enough” 
(by  its  dropping  of  John  Wesley’s  “Ser¬ 
mons”  and  “Notes”  as  doctrinal  standards). 


Lack  of  a  specific  mission  focus  has 
been  a  primary  criticism  leveled  at 
“Grace  Upon  Grace:  God’s  Mission  and 
Ours,”  the  report  coming  from  a  four-year 
commission  to  study  the  church’s  mission. 

"It  is  conceivable  that  there  needs  to 
be  an  additional  statement  that  will  deal 
with  areas  of  the  church’s  engagement  of 
mission,”  said  the  Rev.  James  C.  Logan, 
a  professor  at  UM-related  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Washington  and  one 
of  the  draft’s  primary  authors. 

Dr.  Logan  said  an  addendum  “could  be 
specific  enough  to  give  programmatic 
direction  to  boards,  agencies  and  local 
congregations”  in  such  broad  categories 
as  world  hunger,  the  increasing  intensity 
of  poverty  and  the  nuclear  threat. 

“I  would  be  open  to  that,”  said  Dr.  Lo¬ 
gan. 

Draft  faulted 

Other  United  Methodists,  while  com¬ 
mending  the  mission  draft  for  its  theme 
of  grace,  have  faulted  it  for  failing  to  in¬ 
sist  upon  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
means  of  salvation. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Anderson,  a  commis¬ 
sion  member,  said,  “There  are  two  ma¬ 
jor  traditions  in  the  New  Testament.  One 
speaks  to  the  idea  that  God  has  not  left 
himself  without  witness  among  any  peo¬ 
ple  at  any  time— prevenient  grace.  The 
document  speaks  to  that. 

“But  the  New  Testament  and  Christian 
teaching  stress  that  there  is  no  salvation 
without  Jesus  Christ.  The  document  is  si¬ 
lent  about  that.  By  its  silence,  the  report 
could  be  interpreted  that  as  United 
Methodists  we  no  longer  affirm  that  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  is  necessary  for  salvation.” 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  unofficial  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists,  characterized  the  mis¬ 
sion  draft  as  “short  on  crucial  issues.” 

“The  most  critical  issue  is  that  it  fails  to 
acknowledge  that  Jesus  is  the  son  of  God 
without  whom  there  is  no  hope  in  this  life 
or  the  life  to  come,”  Mr.  Maclin  said. 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge,  chairwoman  of 


the  unofficial  Good  News  evangelical 
caucus,  said  she  is  "very  pleased  about 
the  theme  of  grace  but  saddened  about 
two  major  weaknesses.” 

"The  statement  is  not  really  clear  that 
Jesus  is  the  way  we  are  saved,  that 
Christ  is  the  only  savior,”  Mrs.  Coppedge 
said.  “The  other  weakness  is  that  it’s  not 
really  clear  how  we  relate  to  people  of 
other  faiths.” 

Christ’s  uniqueness  shown 

Dr.  Logan  and  the  other  principal  au¬ 
thor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford  of 
UM-related  Duke  University  Divinity 
School  in  Durham,  N.C.,  contend  that  the 
mission  draft  emphasizes  the  “unique¬ 
ness"  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“The  commission  took  the  position 
that  God  is  revealed  in  Christ  in  a  unique 
way  but  that,  understanding  grace  as  re¬ 
vealed  in  Christ,  we  are  also  able  to  rec¬ 
ognize  grace  in  other  places  and  other 
traditions,”  Dr.  Langford  said. 

"The  first  nine  paragraphs  of  the 
statement  emphasize  the  grace  in  Jesus, 
the  uniqueness  of  Jesus,  the  normative 
nature  of  Jesus  but  not  the  exclusive  na¬ 
ture  of  Jesus,”  Dr.  Langford  said. 

Dr.  Logan,  in  a  separate  interview,  said, 
“Grace  is  the  motive  for  mission.  Grace 
incarnate  in  Jesus  Christ  is  the  content  in 
mission.  Grace  in  the  present  and  coming 
reign  of  God  is  the  goal  of  mission.” 

Another  study  commission  member 
contacted  by  the  Reporter  expressed 
support  for  the  proposal’s  theme  of 
grace  but  concern  about  its  lack  of  spe¬ 
cific  missional  goals. 

The  Rev.  John  Cobb,  a  commission 
member  and  professor  at  the  UM-related 
School  of  Theology  in  Claremont  (Calif.), 
said,  “My  major  disappointment  is  that  J 
had  hoped  the  commission  could  try  tp 
lead  the  church  in  a  serious  reflection  on 
where  it  is  in  relation  to  mission.  I’m  dis¬ 
appointed  that  all  we  were  able  to  do  was 
produce  a  statement  to  go  into  the  Disci¬ 
pline,  not  to  turn  the  church  around.” 


4 Prevenient  grace 9  resurrected 


Resurrecting  the  doctrine  of  “preve¬ 
nient  grace”  is  a  major  theological  ac¬ 
complishment  of  the  proposed  mission 
statement  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  says  one  of  the  draft’s  authors. 

Prevenient  grace  is  a  historic  doc¬ 
trine  that  was  sidetracked  in  favor  of 
human  free  will  during  the  Great  Re¬ 
vival  in  early  America,  said  the  Rev. 
James  C.  Logan  of  UM-related  Wes¬ 
ley  Theological  Seminary. 

Prevenient  grace,  the  "grace  that 
goes  before”  repentance,  is  what  pre¬ 
pares  the  hearts  of  men  and  women  to 
seek  God,  Dr.  Logan  explained. 

The  mission  draft  states  that  it  is 


possible  to  recognize  the  grace  of  God 
in  other  religions  and  cultures. 

Dr.  Logan  said  that  this  ability  to 
recognize  prevenient  grace  doesn’t  can¬ 
cel  the  need  for  the  grace  of  salvation. 

“Prevenient  grace  is  not  saving, 
but  it  is  convicting  and  is  operative  in 
all  people,”  said  Dr.  Logan.  “It  must 
be  accompanied  by  the  justifying 
grace  of  salvation  and  the  sanctifying 
grace  that  impels  us  to  mission. 

“The  concept  of  grace  is  not  simply 
general  benevolence,  but  it  is  the 
grace  that  is  expressed  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Hymnal  expresses  ‘real’  theology 

Editor  says  proposed  song  book  speaks ,  breathes  people’s  view  of  God 


UM  hymnal  revision  at  a  glance 


■  Approximately  960  pages. 

■  6  by  9  inches  (small  enough  to  fit 
church  pew  racks). 

■  All  pages  numbered  consecutively. 

■  630  hymns  (compared  with  current 
book’s  552). 

■  Predominantly  Trinitarian  language 
used  in  hymn  texts,  but  total  book  con¬ 
tains  more  than  250  metaphors  and 
forms  of  address  for  God. 

■  Order  of  contents:  General  services 
(communion,  baptism);  hymns;  Psalter; 
other  general  services  and  acts  of  wor¬ 
ship  (service  of  marriage,  service  of 
death  and  resurrection,  etc.);  Amens;  In¬ 
dexes. 

■  Order  of  hymns  section:  The  Glory  of 
the  Triune  God;  The  Grace  of  Jesus 
Christ;  The  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  The 
Community  of  Faith;  A  New  Heaven  and  a 
New  Earth. 

■  Hymns  from  Afro-American,  Hispanic, 
Asian  and  Native  American  traditions. 


■  114  Psalms  in  revised  Psalter  section. 
All  texts  taken  from  the  yet-to-be-pub¬ 
lished  New  Revised  Standard  Version  of 
the  Bible. 

■  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  consists 
of  three  bishops;  10  at-large  representa¬ 
tives — three  laymen,  three  laywomen, 
four  clergy  members  including  at  least 
one  clergywoman — three  representatives 
of  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House;  five  representatives  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Disclpleship;  one  representa¬ 
tive  from  the  Fellowship  of  United 
Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  Other 
Arts;  and  no  more  than  three  additional 
representatives  “to  provide  that  the  over¬ 
all  committee  shall  have  at  least  one  eth¬ 
nic  from  each  of  the  four  ethnic  groups, 
two  clergywomen,  one  small  church  rural 
member  or  clergy  and  one  young  adult." 

■  Committee  members  spent  an  average 
of  1,250  hours  each  on  the  revision  proj¬ 
ect. 
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The  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  editor  of  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
hymnal,  reviews  material  for  the  new  book  from  the  1,143-page  report  of 
the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

Never  mind  the  proposed  new  theolog¬ 
ical  statement  for  United  Methodists  or 
the  statement  it  would  replace,  said  the 
Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young. 

The  real  theology  of  the  church,  he 
said,  is  in  the  proposed  new  United  Meth- 
.  odist  Hymnal  and  Book  of  Worship. 

Of  course  he’s  prejudiced.  Dr.  Young 
edited  both  the  new  hymnal  and  the  1966 
Book  of  Hymns  that  it  would  replace  if  ap- 
.  proved  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

‘‘The  theology  in  the  new  hymnal 
comes  from  and  goes  back  to  the  peo¬ 
ple,”  he  explained.  “The  other  studies 
about  theology  and  mission  of  the  church 
(see  related  stories  this  page  and  Page  2) 
'  are  child’s  play  by  comparison.” 

Continuing,  with  animation,  Dr.  Young 
said,  “What  we  discovered  was  a  dor¬ 
mant  church  ready  to  be  led.  Hymnody  is 
where  the  people  breathe  and  speak.  The 
language  of  hymnody  is  the  average  per¬ 
son’s  thhology.” 

Media  interest  surprises 

His  biggest  surprise  through  the  cur¬ 
rent  hymnal  revision  process,  he  said, 
was  the  interest  by  church  and  secular 
news  organizations  in  the  committee’s 
deliberations  over  gender-exclusive  lan¬ 
guage  in  such  hymns  as  “Rise  Up,  0  Men 
of  God”  or  militaristic  language  in  such 
hymns  as  “Onward,  Christian  Soldiers.” 

“Was  it  a  slow  news  day?”  he  asked, 
still  bewildered  over  the  wide  media 
“play”  and  the  resulting  response— tens 
of  thousands  of  cards  and  letters,  mostly 
negative— from  across  the  church.  But 
he  said  he  feels  that  controversy  over  the 
book  is  past. 

The  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  re¬ 
port  to  the  General  Conference— all 


1,143  pages— has  been  described  as  a 
whopper.  It  is,  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Assuming  delegates  in  St.  Louis  give 
the  go-ahead  to  the  book  essentially  as  it 
comes  from  the  committee,  the  project 
will  have  cost  $2.1  million  before  the 
presses  roll  sometime  in  October  1989. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
out  of  its  cash  flow,  has  absorbed  all  costs 
of  the  hymnal  revision  process.  Those 
costs  have  included  committee  meetings, 
office  staff  in  Nashville,  and  expenses  of 
sending  material  to  800  reader-consultants 
and  tabulating  their  responses. 

Dr.  Young  said  mail  coming  to  the 
hymnal  office  indicates  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  report  may  have  some  vulnerability 


to  change,  particularly  in  its  suggested 
alternative  liturgies  for  infant  baptism 
and  for  weddings. 

He  said  he  also  expects  that  supple¬ 
ments  to  the  book  may  be  published  al¬ 
most  simultaneously  with  the  new  hymnal. 

Feminists,  he  explained,  may  feel  that 
the  book  does  not  go  far  enough  in  pro¬ 
viding  inclusive  language,  particularly  in 
feminine  imagery  for  the  deity,  and  may 
publish  their  own  hymnal  to  make  up  for 
that  perceived  deficiency. 

He  said  he  assumed  that  the  publishing 
house  would  be  interested  in  marketing 
supplements  if  a  market  for  them  were 
established. 

“It  appears  that  future  innovation 


may  have  to  take  place  outside  the  for¬ 
mat  and  content  of  a  general  hymnal  for 
the  general  church,”  Dr.  Young  said  last 
fall  in  his  final  report  to  the  Hymnal  Re¬ 
vision  Committee. 

But  he  gives  the  book  “high  marks” 
for  its  singability  and  for  its  “respect” 
for  the  language  of  traditional  hymns. 
The  committee  was  specifically  instruct¬ 
ed  by  the  1984  General  Conference  to 
maintain  such  “respect”  as  part  of  the 
hymnal  revision. 

His  biggest  personal  contribution  to 
the  committee,  Dr.  Young  said,  was  “to 
keep  the  committee  aware  of  the  diversi¬ 
ty  within  the  church.”  “I  would  frequent¬ 
ly  ask,  ‘Have  you  thought  of  this 
alternative?’  ” 

Hymnal  termed  "populist’ 

Months  ago  the  editor  described  the 
proposed  new  hymnal  and  worship  book 
as  a  “populist”' effort  as  opposed  to  what 
he  describes  as  the  “elitist”  1966  hymnal. 

The  biggest  squawk  over  the  1966 
book,  he  said,  was  the  decision  to  pay  an 
unprecedented  $7,000  for  permission  to 
include  "How  Great  Thou  Art.”  (It’s  in 
the  new  book,  too,  with  fees  to  be  negoti¬ 
ated  for  it  along  with  all  other  permis¬ 
sion  and  release  fees  for  material  still 
under  copyright.) 

Dr.  Young  suggested  that  any  pastor  at¬ 
tempting  to  introduce  the  new  book  to  a 
congregation  “start  with  worship.”  He  said, 
“The  favorites  are  there.  Schedule  the  fa¬ 
miliar  hymns  with  some  not  so  familiar." 

Dr.  Young  said  his  biggest  disappoint¬ 
ment  in  30  years  as  a  church  musician 
and  educator  is  that  the  laity  is  better 
equipped  to  use  something  like  a  new 
hymnal  than  is  the  clergy.  He  blames 
that  on  seminaries’  “closing  down  stud¬ 
ies  of  hymnody,”  creating  a  "cumulative 


drag  of  unsophisticated  practitioners.” 

Lutheran  hymnologist  Gracia  Grendal, 
one  of  several  non-United  Methodist  consul¬ 
tants  to  the  committee,  placed  the  UMC’s 
hymnal  revision  process  in  its  historical 
context  in  an  article  in  a  recent  issue  of 
“The  Hymn  Society  of  America”  magazine. 

“The  Methodists,”  she  wrote,  “quite 
clearly  own  the  canon  of  American  hym¬ 
nody.  Their  hymnbook  is  at  least  as  im¬ 
portant  to  Methodist  piety  as  the 
prayerbook  is  for  the  Episcopalians.  . . . 


All  in  all,  I  think  the  Methodist  book  will 
be  very  good,  maybe  the  best,  so  far,  in 
this  round  of  revisions.” 

She  credits  Dr.  Young’s  leadership  and 
the  committee's  wide  consultation  “both 
within  and  without  their  constituency.” 

A  $2  million-plus  whopper.  That’s  the 
gist  of  the  report  going  to  the  1988  General 
Conference.  If  historical,  musical,  theolog¬ 
ical  diversity  means  anything— from  pre- 
Charles  Wesley  to  post-Bill  Gaither— then 
it’s  apt  to  be  a  whopping  success. 


UM  university  in  Africa 
proposed;  cost,  site  issues 
still  must  be  surmounted 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

General  Conference  delegates  are 
to  consider  a  proposal  to  finance  con¬ 
struction  and  operation  of  a  first- 
ever,  four-year  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa. 

Initial  plans  for  this  “Africa  Higher 
Education  Initiative”  call  for  the  uni¬ 
versity  to  include  schools  of  theology, 
education,  agriculture,  and  science 
and  technology.  African  officials  are 
urging  the  addition  of  a  business  man¬ 
agement  school. 

The  proposed  site  for  the  university 
is  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  in  south- 
.  .eastern  Africa. 

Q.  How  much  will  the  university 
-cost? 

A.  The  proposal  calls  for  raising  $5 
million  a  year  over  the  next  four 
years— $20  million  total.  Half  of  this 
$20  million  is  to  be  used  as  a  perma¬ 
nent  endowment.  That  endowment  is 
to  generate  future  operating  income 
beyond  1992. 

As  with  all  other  churchwide  fund¬ 
ing,  congregations  would  be  asked  to 
pay  a  fair-share  apportionment  of  the 
$5  million  each  year  through  1992. 

UM  officials  have  said  the  church’s 
financial  commitment  to  the  university 
would  likely  continue  beyond  1992,  sim¬ 
ilar  to  ongoing  support  for  other  UM- 
related  institutions.  But  the  proposal 
being  offered  to  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  doesn’t  ask  for 
money  beyond  1992. 

Church  officials  expect  private 
philanthropic  gifts  from  individuals, 
foundations  and  churches  to  under¬ 
write  a  portion  of  the  operating  and 
construction  cost.  Tuition  income, 
they  acknowledge,  will  be  modest. 

Q.  Why  build  the  university  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  and  at  Old  Mutare? 

A.  Church  officials  want  it  built  in 
an  African  nation  with  an  existing 
United  Methodist  presence.  Zimba¬ 
bwe  reportedly  has  more  than  68,000 
United  Methodists. 

A  site  selection  committee,  made  up 
of  UM  officials  from  Africa  and  the 
United  States,  chose  Old  Mutare  from 
among  seven  prospective  locations. 
The  former  Methodist  mission  station 
150  miles  east  of  the  capital  city  of 
Harare  has  several  UM-related  institu¬ 
tions,  including  a  hospital,  an  orphan¬ 
age  and  Hartzell  School,  a  highly 
regarded  college  preparatory  school. 

The  Zimbabwe  Annual  Conference 
donated  a  1,000-acre  site  at  Old  Mu¬ 
tare  for  the  proposed  university. 

Q.  Is  Zimbabwe  sufficiently  stable 
and  safe  for  creation  of  a  university? 

A.  Although  South  African-supported 
guerrilla  activity  in  neighboring  Mo¬ 
zambique  sometimes  spills  over  into 


Zimbabwe,  the  former  colony— called 
Rhodesia  under  British  rule— is  “one  of 
the  most  stable  countries  in  Africa,” 
said  the  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  head  of  the 
UM  higher  education  agency.  He  visit¬ 
ed  Zimbabwe  in  February. 

Zimbabwean  soldiers  guard  the 
nearby  Beira  corridor.  That  important 
road,  rail  and  oil  pipeline  route  to  the 
Indian  Ocean  starts  about  10  miles  east 
of  the  proposed  university  site. 

The  “Washington  Post”  reported 
Feb.  17  an  “extraordinary  lull”  in  the 
violence  since  December,  when  Presi¬ 
dent  Robert  Mugabe  and  longtime  po¬ 
litical  foe  Joshua  Nkomo  signed  a 
unity  agreement. 

The  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  a  UM  minis¬ 
ter  and  on-site  coordinator  for  the  uni¬ 
versity  project,  urged  United  Methodists 
not  to  compare  his  nation’s  one-party 
socialist-oriented  government  with  that 
of  the  Soviet  Union.  “It  is  not  the  same 
thing,”  he  said. 

Q.  Will  the  Zimbabwean  govern¬ 
ment  approve  the  university? 

A.  Official  approval  has  yet  to  be 
given,  but  Mr.  Mugabe  and  Minister  of 
Higher  Education  Dzingai  Mutumbuka 
have  said  they  support  the  proposal. 
Official  approval  is  expected  once  a 
special  blue-ribbon  education  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  by  Mr.  Mugabe  finishes 
studying  the  proposal  later  this  year. 

Q.  Will  the  university  be  open  to 
students  from  all  other  African  coun¬ 
tries? 

A.  United  Methodist  officials  envi¬ 
sion  the  university  serving  students 
from  across  the  African  continent. 

Dr.  Mutumbuka  has  said,  “If  they 
[students]  abide  by  the  laws  and  are 
good  citizens,  there  will  never  be  a 
problem.” 

Q.  Why  is  the  university  proposal 
called  the  “African  Higher  Education 
Initiative”? 

A.  African  United  Methodists  pro¬ 
posed  it,  rather  than  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  outside  Africa.  Bishop 
Emilio  de  Carvalho  of  Angola  intro¬ 
duced  the  idea  in  October  1984. 


Reversing  membership  decline  not  simple,  easy 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  membership  decline  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church— more  than  2.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  20  years— is  the  result  of  causes 
so  complex  that  they  defy  “easy  solu¬ 
tions  and  frustrate  easy  answers.” 

That’s  the  assessment  of  the  United 
Methodist  bishop  heading  a  committee  of 
top  church  executives  developing  strate¬ 
gies  to  reverse  the  decline. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area)  said  the  “negative  realities”  of  the 
denomination’s  membership  decline  are 
so  “all-encompassing”  they’ve  made  the 
committee’s  work  difficult. 


The  Korean  United  Methodists  who 
proposed  the  goal  at  the  1984  General 
Conference  of  20  million  United  Method¬ 
ists  by  1992  had  reason  to  be  optimistic, 
the  bishop  said,  based  on  the  dramatic 
growth  of  the  Korean  Methodist  church. 

“But  the  United  Methodist  Church,  es¬ 
pecially  in  the  United  States,  is  a  differ¬ 
ent  animal,”  Bishop  Wilke  said. 

"We  are  thrilled,  though,  that  there  is 
some  movement.  Four  years  ago,  we 
were  looking  at  a  precipitous  downhill 
slide.  Today  we’ve  at  least  made  that  a 
plateau.” 

During  1987,  United  Methodist  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  United  States  dropped 


Funding  for  ethnic  projects  asked 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

and  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Of  major  concern  to  a  wide  range  of 
United  Methodists— denominational  pro¬ 
gram  agencies,  at  least  15  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  all  four  of  the  denomination’s 
unofficial  racial/ethnic  caucuses— is 
what  may  happen  to  the  UMC’s  emphasis 
on  developing  and  strengthening  ethnic 
minority  local  churches. 

The  general  assumption  is  that  the 
1985-88  missional  priority  will  not  be  re¬ 
newed  during  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  St.  Louis. 

Based  on  that  assumption,  General 
Conference  delegates  will  be  asked  to 
approve  proposals  to  place  the  emphasis 
into  the  church’s  general  programs. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  in  cooperation  with  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries,  has  rec¬ 
ommended  an  allocation  of  $5.5  million 
for  ethnic-minority  programs  during 
1989-92  to  the  four  general  UM  program 
boards— Church  and  Society,  Disciple- 
ship,  Global  Ministries,  and  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry. 

That  money  is  to  continue  ethnic-mi¬ 
nority  grants  and  special  programs  inau¬ 
gurated  during  the  past  eight  years 
under  the  “missional  priority"  heading. 

Other  petitions  ask  the  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  United  States  to  make 
ethnic-minority  concerns  part  of  their 
regular  work. 

Annual  conferences  are  being  asked  to 
include  a  figure  in  their  budgets  for 
those  concerns  equal  to  or  greater  than 
the  amount  funded  during  the  1985-88 
quadrennium  for  the  missional  priority. 

Legislation  is  also  being  proposed  to 
provide  guidelines  for  two  congregations 
sharing  a  building  and  performing  minis¬ 
tries  in  two  different  languages  with  two 
different  ethnic  groups. 

The  additions  call  for  mutual  repre¬ 
sentation  on  decision-making  bodies, 
such  as  local  church  boards  of  trustees 
and  administrative  boards,  and  address 
property-use  agreements,  ownership  and 
sharing  of  expenses. 

Two  denominational  agencies  and  two 
ethnic-minority  caucuses  are  petitioning 
the  General  Conference  to  oppose  an 
amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution  that 
would  make  English  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  United  States. 

The  petitions  affirm  English  as  the 


principal  language  but  oppose  the  “En¬ 
glish  only”  movement  as  discriminatory 
and  racist. 


Homosexuality  issues  again  up  for  debate 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

At  least  three  “straws  in  the  wind” 
have  indicated  that  issues  related  to  ho¬ 
mosexuality  again  will  be  major  topics 
at  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  first  indicator  was  response  last 
fall  by  General  Conference  delegates  to 
a  poll  by  The  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
Of  the  996  delegates  polled,  523  rated 
United  Methodist  stands  on  homosexual¬ 
ity  as  the  most  important  issue  facing 
the  church’s  highest  legislative  sessions 


(see  UMR,  Nov.  13, 1987). 

A  similar  poll  some  weeks  later  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  elicited 
similar  response.  Seventy-two  percent  of 
delegates  responding  to  this  poll  listed 
the  UMC  position  on  homosexuality  as 
the  most  important  issue  for  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries— the 
church’s  chief  coordinating  body  for  gen¬ 
eral  church  programs— also  noted  that  15 
of  the  church’s  73  annual  conferences  in 
the  United  States  adopted  resolutions  in 


1987  dealing  with  homosexuality 

Homosexuality  has  been  an  issue  at  ev¬ 
ery  General  Conference  since  1972.  As  one 
delegate  said  in  responding  to  a  second 
UMR  poll  on  the  specific  subject  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  issues,  “I  have  voted  on  this  issue 
at  three  previous  General  Conferences  and 
have  not  changed  my  mind.  I  believe  the 
present  wording  to  be  clear  and  correct.” 

Three-fourths  of  the  659  delegates  re¬ 
sponding  to  that  second  poll,  in  fact,  said 
they  favor  maintaining  the  present  lan¬ 
guage  (see  UMR,  March  4). 


from  9.15  to  9.1  million,  less  than  1  per¬ 
cent,  according  to  church  statistics. 

The  denomination  has  some  9.7  million 
members  worldwide  and  is  experiencing 
dramatic  growth  in  areas  outside  the 
United  States,  officials  from  UM  confer¬ 
ences  overseas  report. 

In  an  interim  report  to  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates.  Bishop  Wilke  said  his 
committee — hampered  by  no  budget,  no 
staff  and  no  authority  to  generate  pro¬ 
grams— was  forced  to  accept  dramatiz¬ 
ing  the  task  of  making  more  Christian 
disciples  as  its  primary  strategy  and  to 
accept  the  improbable  goal  of  20  million 
members  as  a  “symbol  of  challenge”  for 
the  church. 

Toward  that  end,  the  committee  asked 
each  local  congregation  in  1986  to  $et 
goals  for  membership,  worship  atten¬ 
dance,  youth  and  adult  church-school  at¬ 
tendance  and  confirmation  classes. 


Much  of  the  committee’s  four-year  fo¬ 
cus  has  been  on  new-church  starts,  but 
the  present  projected  total  of  70  to  75 
new  congregations  in  1988  is  far  short  of 
the  “modest  goal  of  200  a  year,”  he  said. 

The  committee  has  endorsed  a  “Mis¬ 
sion  2000”  proposal  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  That  effort,  in¬ 
spired  by  a  plan  developed  by  the  mem¬ 
bership-growth  committee,  calls  for: 

•  Starting  200  congregations  per  year. 

•Redeveloping  200  established  local 
churches  per  year. 

•  Recruiting  300  local  churches  to 
sponsor  the  start  of  at  least  two  new  con¬ 
gregations  per  year,  many  of  those  to 
serve  ethnic-minority  groups. 

•Adding  2  million  new  members  on 
profession  of  faith  every  four  years. 

•Spending  $200  million  for  developing 
new  congregations. 


Enroll  Now!  DISCIPLE  Summer  Training 


Enhance  discipleship  in  the  church  and  in 
your  life — for  you  and  your  congregation's 
leadership. 

Receive  guidance  in  the  effective  use  of  the 
important  new  study:  DISCIPLE:  Becoming 
Disciples  Through  Bible  Study. 

Learn  how  to  make  best  use  of  your  skills, 
abilities,  and  gifts  and  those  of  your 
congregation. 

3enefit  from  some  of  our  best  scholars  and 
most  dynamic  communicators. 

What  is  the  DISCIPLE  training  seminar? 

Scheduled  at  eleven  locations  during  the 
period  beginning  June  28  and  ending 
September  8,  the  seminars  will  be  held  in 
centrally  located  cities.  Pastors  will  be 
guided  in  effective  use  of  the  new  church 
wide  study,  DISCIPLE:  Becoming  Disciples 
Through  Bible  Study.  This  study  can  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  in  stimulating  the 
development  of  biblically  nurtured  and 
inspired  Christian  disciples  who  will  make 
commitments  to  help  lead  your  church  to 
stronger  service  in  Christ.  ' 


DISCIPLE  is  for  Youth,  too! 

Resources  for  an  adaptation  of  the 
DISCIPLE  program  for  senior  high  and  post 
high  school  use  will  be  available  for  leader 
training  this  summer.  Content  and  format 
for  the  youth  addition  will  be  similar  to  that 
of  the  adult  edition.  Using  a  revised  booklet 
of  teacher  helps  and  a  simplified  study 
manual,  youth  groups  may  now  share  in  the 
transforming  experience  of  DISCIPLE. 

Participation  in  the  training  event  will  be 
very  profitable,  whether  you  are  already 
trained  to  teach  DISCIPLE  to  adults  but 
now  plan  to  teach  DISCIPLE  to  youth,  or  if 
you  have  studied  DISCIPLE  and  now  plan 
to  teach  either  group. 

Seminar  Locations  &  Dates 

Dallas,  TX . June  28-30 

Arlington,  VA . July  5-7 

Atlanta,  GA . July  5-7 

Des  Moines,  IA . July  19-21 

Los  Angeles,  CA . July  19-21 

Columbus,  OH . July  26-28 

Charlotte,  NC . July  26-28 

Minneapolis,  MN . August  2-4 

Kansas  City,  KS . August  2-4 

Denver,  CO . September  6-8 

White  Plains,  NY . September  6-8 


Your  church's  registration  investment 
includes  13  study  manuals  and  certificates,  a 
set  of  videotapes,  the  book.  Teaching  the  Bible 
to  Adults  and  Youth,  teacher  helps,  plus 
hotel  room  and  meals  for  3  days  at  a  total 
cost  of  only  S800.  For  each  additional  person 
from  your  church  or  for  Conference 
representatives,  the  cost  is  only  S250 
(videotapes,  additional  copies  of  study 
manual,  and  certificates  not  included). 

To  register  or  for  more  information,  call  toll 
free:  1-800-672-1789  (west  of  the  Rockies , 
call  1-800-251-8591)  or  write: 

Cokesbury 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Attn.:  Wini  Grizzle,  Room  248 

Act  today  to  put  the  power  of  DISCIPLE  to 
work  in  your  church! 


Cokesbury 

Book*  •  Bible*  •  Church  Supplte*  / 
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Mission  board  hears  eyewitness  reports  on  Mideast 

Director  says  children  with  broken  legs  ‘ burn  in  my  memory 9 


By  GLEN  LARUM 


Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— Stone-throwing  children  are 
embroiled  in  a  David-vs. -Goliath  revolution  in 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  as  Palestinians  seek  to 
take  control  of  their  own  destiny,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  board  director  said  last  month. 

Tal  Oden,  an  Altus,  Okla.,  lawyer  and  an  elect¬ 
ed  director  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  World  Program  Division,  challenged 
church  members  to  help  shape  a  new  American 
public  opinion  favoring  creation  of  a  Palestinian 
state  on  the  West  Bank. 

"Until  that  happens,  I  don’t  think  it  can  be  re¬ 
solved,”  Mr.  Oden  said  of  the  conflict  between 
Palestinians  and  Israelis.  Violence  has  claimed 
the  lives  of  more  than  115  Palestinians,  many  of 
them  youths,  since  December. 

Mr  Oden,  among  the  last  outsiders  to  leave 
the  Gaza  Strip,  toured  the  region  March  6-16 
with  an  ecumenical  group  as  a  representative  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

More  than  1.5  million  Palestinians  live  in  ter¬ 
ritories  occupied  by  Israel  in  the  1967  war. 

Youths  born  since  1967  have  led  the  protest  of 
continued  occupation  with  violent  acts  including 
v  rock-throwing,  according  to  a  recent  assessment 
t>y  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

“What  burns  in  my  memory  is  the  13-year-old 


boys  with  both  legs  broken,”  Mr.  Oden  said.  He 
visited  with  the  boys’  mothers. 

Board  takes  3  actions 

In  regard  to  the  Middle  East,  the  UM  Global 
Ministries  board  last  month: 

•  Commended  the  NCC  Executive  Committee 
for  its  message  of  concern  about  the  “tragic 
events”  occurring  in  the  region. 

The  message  calls  for  a  cessation  of  acts  of  vi¬ 
olence  by  all  parties,  recognition  of  Israel’s 
right  to  exist  and  recognition  by  Israel  of  the 
"right  of  national  self-determination  for  the  Pal¬ 
estinian  Arabs  . . .  including  a  sovereign  state.” 

•  Urged  church  members  to  increase  financial 
support  for  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  efforts  in  the  region. 

The  church’s  relief  arm  approved  an  emer¬ 
gency  grant  last  month  of  $25,000  to  projects  in 
the  region,  including  $10,000  for  the  Arab  Ahli 
Hospital  in  Gaza. 

“The  Arab  Ahli  Hospital  is  very  instrumental 
in  taking  care  of  major  injury  cases,”  a  relief 
agency  representative  said.  Most  of  those  inju¬ 
ries  have  been  the  result  of  beatings  inflicted  on 


Palestinians  by  Israeli  soldiers,  observers  said. 

•Condemned  the  manufacture,  sale  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  tear  gas  being  used  against  civilian 
non-combatants,  especially  pregnant  women 
and  children  in  Israel  and  the  occupied  West 
Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

The  Global  Ministries  staff  was  instructed  to 
relay  the  message  regarding  tear  gas  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan,  Secretary  of  State  George  Schultz, 
the  Israeli  ambassador  to  the  United  States  and 
to  the  manufacturers. 

Beth  Heisey  Kuttab,  a  former  relief  agency 
staff  member  and  wife  of  a  prominent  Palestin¬ 
ian  human-rights  lawyer,  told  directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  that  peo¬ 
ple  "exposed  at  close  range”  to  the  tear  gas  have 
died. 

Among  victims  were  a  6-month-old  infant,  el¬ 
derly  people  and  healthy  youths,  she  said. 

Ms.  Kuttab,  who  has  been  living  in  the  West  Bank 
since  January  1985,  said  she  had  seen  a  tear  gas 
canister  bearing  a  label  indicating  it  was  made  at 
Federal  Laboratories  Inc.  in  Saltsburg,  Pa.,  Janu¬ 
ary  1988. 

The  tear  gas  was  used  just  three  weeks  later 


in  Gaza,  she  said. 

A  caution  on  the  canister  warns  that  it  should 
be  used  only  outdoors  and  states  “effects  can  be 
lethal,”  yet  Israeli  soldiers  have  fired  the  tear 
gas  into  homes,  Ms.  Kuttab  said. 

"I  wish  the  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
Saltsburg  area  would  look  into  this  issue,”  she 
said.  "I’m  sure  there  are  some  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  are  working  at  this  plant.  And  I  wonder 
if  they  know  what’s  happening  with  this  stuff 
they  are  making.” 

A  task  force  appointed  by  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area)  is  studying  the  issue. 
Bishop  Skeete  told  the  Reporter  he  became  in¬ 
volved  after  a  group  he  led  on  a  tour  of  the  Holy 
Land  in  February  visited  with  Ms.  Kuttab. 

Christian  help  asked 

Dr.  Charles  Kimball,  a  Southern  Baptist  work¬ 
ing  with  the  National  Council  of  Churches  in  the 
region,  said,  “If  there’s  any  single  message  we 
get  from  our  Christian  sisters  and  brothers  in 
the  Middle  East,  it  is  that  our  major  responsibil¬ 
ity  should  be  in  the  areas  of  education,  interpre¬ 
tation  and  advocacy”  in  the  United  States. 


Unlike  policies  of  many  other  countries,  U.S. 
government  policies  have  a  profound  effect  on 
the  region,  he  said. 

He  also  urged  United  Methodists  to  support 
ecumenical  efforts  that  are  “not  only  helping 
people  in  need  but  helping  sustain  them  in  their 
presence  and  witness  in  the  Holy  Land.” 

Bishop  C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area)  said 
earlier  in  the  week  one  elected  U.S.  official  told 
him  it  is  up  to  Christians  to  create  a  constituen¬ 
cy  for  Palestinian  justice  in  this  country. 

Bishop  White  moderated  a  panel  including  Mr. 
Oden;  Dr.  George  Irani,  a  Maronite  Catholic 
from  Lebanon;  ahd  the  Rev.  John  M.  Sutton,  a 
United  Methodist  working  at  the  Tantur  Ecu¬ 
menical  Institute  in  Jerusalem. 

The  trio  discussed  the  Palestinian-Israeli  con¬ 
flict  and  offered  ways  the  church  could  be  in¬ 
volved  in  solving  the  current  standoff. 

Mr.  Sutton  said  United  Methodists  should  ad¬ 
dress  the  theological  problem. 

“Many  fundamentalist  Christians  support  Is¬ 
rael  because  they  believe  God  brought  the  Israe¬ 
lis  back  to  the  Holy  Land  so  the  Lord  may  come 
more  speedily,”  he  said.  “We  have  given  the 
theological  issue  over  to  a  unique  group  in  Prot¬ 
estantism.” 

He  urged  United  Methodists  to  address  the  is¬ 
sue  of  what  it  means  “for  the  Lord  to  come.” 


Panama  church  keenly  divided 
over  nation’s  political  turmoil 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  over¬ 
seas  mission  agency  recently  endorsed  a 
call  by  Latin  American  church  officials 
for  an  end  to  U.S.  government  interfer¬ 
ence  in  Panama. 

The  resolution  doesn’t  take  sides  in  the 
power  struggle  going  on  in  that  country, 
said  a  United  Methodist  official  who  di¬ 
rects  work  in  the  region. 

Nora  Boots,  who  heads  the  Latin 
America  committee  for  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  said,  “The 
resolution  makes  it  very  clear  they  (Lat¬ 
in  American  and  U.S.  United  Methodists) 
are  not  supporting  or  opposing  (Gen.  Ma¬ 
nuel)  Noreiga. 

"What  they  are  supporting  is  the  right 
of  the  Panamanian  people  to  self-deter¬ 
mination,  to  make  their  decisions  with¬ 
out  outside  interference.” 

Deposed  Panamanian  President  Eric 
Arturo  Delvalle  has  called  for  military 
intervention  by  the  United  States  and 


other  countries. 

He  has  been  in  hiding  since  Feb.  26 
when  he  tried  to  fire  Gen.  Noriega  as 
military  chief.  Instead  Mr.  Delvalle  was 
ousted  himself  by  the  general’s  backers 
in  the  National  Assembly. 

The  United  Methodist  resolution,  how¬ 
ever,  calls  for  both  sides  in  Panama  to 
put  aside  partisan  interests  and  immedi¬ 
ately  begin  holding  talks  “with  the  aim 
of  finding  solutions  that  will  better  serve 
the  people.” 

The  resolution  said  Latin  American 
Methodists  believe  information  about 
Panama  is  manipulated  on  the  interna¬ 
tional  level,  distorting  the  real  motives 
of  the  origin  and  development  of  the 
events. 

Ms.  Boots  said  the  authors  of  the  reso¬ 
lution  are  members  of  Panama’s  “popu¬ 
lar  church,”  made  up  mostly  of  poor  or 
working-class  people. 

The  resolution  was  first  endorsed  at  the 
Feb.  28  meeting  in  Quito,  Ecuador,  of  the 
Council  of  Evangelical  Methodist 


Churches  in  Latin  America— or  CIE- 
MAL— and  adopted  by  the  World  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  March  22. 

A  Panamanian  reporter,  Raul  Leis, 
writing  for  the  Peru-based  “Latinameri- 
can  Press,”  said  three  church  factions 
have  emerged  in  the  struggle. 

Most  of  the  country’s  Roman  Catholic 
hierarchy,  including  Archbishop  Marcos 
McGrath,  identify  with  the  middle-  and 
upper-class  coalition  that  seeks  Gen. 
Noriega’s  ouster.  That  coalition  is  known 
as  Civic  Crusade,  a  loosely  knit  assem¬ 
blage  of  about  200  business,  professional, 
student  and  union  groups. 

A  few  Panamanian  church  officials, 
mostly  clergy  serving  as  military  chap¬ 
lains  or  otherwise  close  to  the  armed 
forces,  actively  support  Gen.  Noriega. 

A  third  faction,  with  which  the  CIE- 
MAL  action  aligns  United  Methodists,  is 
composed  of  a  large  number  of  poor  and 
working-class  church  people  outside  the 
two  camps. 


Board  commissions  13  new  missionaries 


to  Hillcrest-Bruce  Ministries,  Kentucky 
conference, 

Barbara  Jean  Blevins,  Holston  confer¬ 
ence,  to  Webster  County  Cooperative 
Parish,  West  Virginia  conference; 

The  Rev.  Donald  A.  Burge,  East  Ohio 
conference,  to  Center  for  Town  and  Ru¬ 
ral  Ministries,  Ohio  East  and  West  con¬ 
ferences; 

Wilma  Jean  Burren,  Missouri  West 
conference,  t9  Liberia; 

Sarah  L.  Carr,  West  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence,  to  Upshur  Parish,  West  Virginia 
conference; 

Cynthia  Carver,  Iowa  conference,  to 
Inner  City  Cooperative  Parish,  Iowa  con¬ 
ference; 

The  Rev.  Neal  Ray  and  Stephanie  A. 
Ford  Jones,  North  Carolina  conference, 
to  Argentina; 

Kathryn  Gayle  and  Thomas  Dean  La- 
Grandeur,  Pacific  Northwest  confer¬ 
ence,  to  Vashti-Murphy-Harpst 
Children’s  Home,  South  Georgia  confer¬ 
ence; 

Dwaine  Morgan,  Little  Rock  confer¬ 
ence,  to  Office  of  Creative  Ministries, 
Missouri  East  and  West  conferences, 

Craig  W.  Nelson,  Central  Texas  con¬ 
ference,  to  Southeast  Region,  Immigra¬ 
tion  Response  Specialist,  Miami,  Fla.; 


MONTANA  LOGGING  AND  BALLET  Co. 

Performance  April  30,  8:00  p.m.  at  Cente¬ 
nary  United  Methodist  Church  (down¬ 
town  St.  Louis).  Open  to  General 
Conference  delegates  and  the  public. 
Tickets  at  the  door.  Albums  and  tapes 
available  for  $10.50. 

Upstream  Record* ,  Box  952,  Helena,  MT  59624. 


R  Christ 
Centered 
Partnership 

Can  you  imagine  heading  off  into  a  rough,  isolated,  rural  region  in  Africa  to  be  a  missionary 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church  when  you're  virtually  straight  out  of  college  and  barely 
old  enough  to  vote?  Well,  that’s  what  Ann  Kemper  did  a  decade  ago.  For  almost  five 
years,  working  alone  without  other  missionary  colleagues,  she  taught  Bible  in  the  Government 
Secondary  School  in  Zing.  Nigeria.  Untrained  in  matters  of  language  and  culture  when 
she  arrived,  Ann  now  speaks  fluent  Hausa,  thanks  to  her  determination  to  communicate, 
and  she  is  considered  to  be  a  model  missionary  despite  her  young  years. 

After  her  second  three-year  term  in  Nigeria,  Ann  determined  she  needed  more  "book 
learning"  to  be  a  more  effective  missionary.  She  began  by  attending  the  Institute  of  Holy 
Land  Studies  in  Jerusalem,  went  to  Asbury  Seminary,  and  will  soon  receive  her  Master 
of  Divinity  degree  from  Duke  Divinity  School. 

Ann  is  looking  forward  to  returning  to  work  again  in  Nigeria  this  fall,  perhaps  in  leadership 
development  and  education  by  extension.  She  knows  that  you  will  support  the  work  that 
she  and  others  in  (he  younger  generation  are  undertaking  in  our  sister  churches  around 
the  world.  To  find  out  how  you  can  help  support  them,  contact  your  Conference  Secretary 
of  Global  Ministries,  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room  1 3 14,  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 
475  Riverside  Drive.  New  York.  N  Y.  101 15. 

World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Thirteen  people  were 
commissioned  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  during  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  meeting  last  month. 

Commissioned  to  “carry  into  all  the 
world  the  sacred  and  imperishable  mes¬ 
sage  of  eternal  salvation”  were: 

Beverly  Ator,  West  Ohio  conference, 
to  Shepherd  Center  West,  North  Ala¬ 
bama  conference; 

Evelyn  Banks.  North  Arkansas  confer¬ 
ence,  to  Marianna  Larger  Parish,  North 
Alabama  conference; 

Laura  Blackard,  Kentucky  conference, 
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Nancy  Sartin,  Episcopal  Church  head¬ 
quarters,  New  York,  to  Taiwan; 

Loren  Keith  Stanton,  Alaska  Mission-  f 
ary  conference,  to  Northeast  Region,  Im¬ 
migration  Response  Specialist,  Secane,.- 
Pa.; 

The  Rev.  Meridith  K.  Whitaker,  Okla¬ 
homa  conference,  to  Cookson  Hills  Cen¬ 
ter,  Oklahoma  conference. 

A  clergy  couple  from  the  Holston  con¬ 
ference,  the  Revs.  Lee-Lee  Tan  and  H. 
Paul  Castor,  were  reinstated  during  the 
commissioning  ceremony  and  will  return 
to  Malaysia. 

Also,  five  people  have  been  commis¬ 
sioned  missionaries  in  other  places  and 
already  are  in  service  in  Africa: 

Pamela  Lea  Baker,  from  Nairobi,  Ke¬ 
nya,  to  Zaire; 

Barbara  Ward  Dicken  and  Mark  Leslie 
Dicken,  South  Indiana  conference,  to  Si¬ 
erra  Leone  and  Liberia; 

Crystal  Renee  Hammond,  North  Indi¬ 
ana  conference,  to  Zaire; 

The  Rev.  H.  Van  Jollie,  North  Dakota 
conference,  to  Sierra  Leone. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Mission  head 
hits  process 
of  evaluation 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  chief  executive  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  overseas 
mission  division,  has  criticized  the  way  a 
decision  not  to  renominate  her  to  anoth¬ 
er  term  was  handled. 

Following  the  semiannual  meeting  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
March  21-25,  a  board  official  said  Dr.  Bill¬ 
ings  would  not  be  nominated  later  this 
year  for  re-election  (see  UMR,  April  1.) 

Dr.  Billings  declined  to  address  a 
closed  session  of  the  board  March  24. 
Rather  she  wrote  a  letter  last  week  to 
elected  board  directors  saying  she  has  no 
plans  to  step  down  before  October  when 
she  completes  her  fourth  year  as  head  of 
the  board’s  world  mission  division. 

In  her  letter  she  said  she  "found  the 
[job  performance]  evaluation  process 
flawed.” 

The  process  failed  to  include  written 
annual  evaluations  and  did  not  offer  an 
opportunity  to  discuss  points  raised  in 
the  evaluation,  she  said. 

The  overseas  mission  agency  execu¬ 
tive  also  expressed  dismay  that  confi¬ 
dentiality  was  breached. 

“Confidentiality  is  the  main  protection 
for  professional  people  who  may  need  or 
want  to  seek  other  work,”  she  said,  “es¬ 
pecially  in  a  case  like  this,  where  we 
were  not  terminated  but  told  we  would 
not  be  renominated  for  a  new  term.” 

The  evaluation  comments  of  the 
board’s  personnel  committee  were  not 
acceptable  to  her,  she  said. 

“  ‘Disappointment’  about  the  number 
of  active  missionaries  and  planning  for 
use  of  division  resources  to  support  that 
(work)  are  important  issues  but  require  a 
broader  context  for  discussion  than  an 
evaluation  interview.”  Dr.  Billings  said. 


Clusters  of  crosses  dot  highways  in  the  U.S.  and  in  an  increasing  number  of  overseas  countries,  thanks  to  ef¬ 
forts  by  United  Methodist  layman  Bernard  Coffindaffer  of  Craigsville,  W.Va. 


Cluster  of  crosses  ‘marks  exact  spot’ 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

A  cluster  of  three  wooden  crosses 
was  recently  placed  on  a  special  spot 
at  United  Methodist-related  Albion 
College  in  Albion,  Mich. 

The  crosses  were  installed  on  what 
is  believed  to  be  “the  exact  spot” 
where  in  1913  a  Methodist  missionary, 
the  Rev.  George  Bennard,  wrote  the 
words  and  music  for  “The  Old  Rugged 
Cross,”  or  so  believes  Bernard  Coffin¬ 
daffer. 

The  United  Methodist  layman  from 
Craigsville,  W.Va.,  has  placed  1,226 
clusters  of  crosses  in  16  states  and  the 
District  of  Columbia  since  he  felt 


called  to  the  unique  ministry  in  1983. 

He  calls  them  “crosses  of  mercy.” 

"Their  purpose  is  to  remind  all  the 
people  that  Jesus  was  crucified  for 
their  sins,”  Mr.  Coffindaffer  said. 

Every  day,  on  highways  from  West 
Virginia  to  Michigan,  nearly  2  Vt  mil¬ 
lion  travelers  pass  clusters  of  three 
wooden  crosses. 

They  stand  on  hillsides  or  in  mead¬ 
ows  as  reminders  of  the  three  crosses 
on  Golgotha  on  the  first  Good  Friday 
nearly  2,000  years  ago. 

The  crosses  are  installed  only  with 
the  permission  of  private  landowners. 

Three  full-time  crews  of  three  in¬ 
stall  20-  and  25-feet-high  crosses 


made  of  8 'A -inch  diameter  Douglas 
fir.  The  center  cross  is  always  gold- 
colored  and  25-feet  high.  The  two  side 
crosses  are  five  feet  shorter,  usually 
pale  blue. 

The  West  Virginia  businessman  has 
borne  all  costs  of  the  project,  using 
funds  he  made  in  the  mining  supply 
industry. 

Mr.  Coffindaffer  has  begun  to  place 
crosses  in  other  countries.  Crosses  are 
going  up  in  The  Philippines  and  in 
Zambia  with  plans  to  begin  in  En¬ 
gland,  he  said.  And  his  new  “Lights  on 
Crosses”  project  has  begun  with  so¬ 
lar-energy  units  on  some  60  to  80  clus¬ 
ters. 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  Men 
from  Indiana  win  prize 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  North  Indi¬ 
ana  local  church  team  was  the  winner  in 
a  national  fundraising  “Bowl-A-Thon” 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Men, 
according  to  an  announcement  at  the  re¬ 
cent  annual  meeting  of  conference  UMM 
presidents. 

First  prize— a  12-passenger  van— was 
awarded  to  the  six-person  team  repre- 

Revision  planned 
on  porno  response 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  need  to  clarify  a 
resolution  on  Sexual  Violence  and  Pornog¬ 
raphy  approved  last  fall  by  the  governing 
board  of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  was  acknowledged  recently  by  the 
board’s  executive  committee. 

The  committee  adopted  two  possible 
revisions  for  a  controversial  section 
which  attempts  to  define  erotic  material, 
sexually  explicit  material,  sexually  vio¬ 
lent  material  and  child  pornography. 

An  article  in  “Good  News”  magazine, 
published  by  the  denomination’s  evan¬ 
gelical  caucus,  objected  to  a  contention 
of  the  resolution  that  erotic  material 
“can  be  healthy  or  harmful." 

The  controversial  phrase  is  not  includ¬ 
ed  in  either  of  two  alternative  wordings 
which  will  be  taken  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  by  UMCom  governing  board 
members  who  are  delegates. 

"We  believe  that  hard  core  pornogra¬ 
phy  and  child  pornography  should  be 
judged  ‘obscene’  within  the  context  of 
the  Supreme  Court  decision  on  pornogra¬ 
phy,”  said  Roger  Burgess,  UMCom  gen¬ 
eral  secretary. 

“If  hard  core  pornography  and  child 
pornography  can  be  judged  ‘obscene’ 
they  can  be  declared  illegal.  That  is  the 
main  thrust  of  that  part  of  the  resolu¬ 
tion,”  he  added. 


senting  Hamilton  Grove  United  Method¬ 
ist  Retirement  Center,  New  Carlisle,  Ind. 

The  Rev.  William  Carr,  center  chap¬ 
lain,  and  his  team  raised  more  than 
$3,000  in  bowling  competitions  to  benefit 
United  Methodist  Men’s  projects.  The  re¬ 
tirement  center  houses  more  than  200 
persons. 

UM  agency  seeks  extension 
of  immigration  amnesty 

Calling  attention  to  an  unexpectedly 
low  turnout  of  illegal  aliens  applying  for 
amnesty  in  the  United  States,  members 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  relief 
agency  are  seeking  to  have  the  deadline 
extended  by  a  year. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  recently  urged  the  president  of 
the  denomination’s  world  mission  agency 
to  send  a  letter  of  support  for  the 
Schumer  Extension  Bill  (H.R.  3816)  to  ev¬ 
ery  U.S.  Representative. 

The  bill  calls  for  extending  the  appli¬ 
cation  period  for  legalization  of  undocu¬ 
mented  immigrants  by  12  months. 

The  current  deadline  for  the  U.S.  le¬ 
galization  program  for  illegal  aliens  is 
May  6, 1988. 

California  UMs  arrested 
in  nuclear  site  protest 

LOS  ANGELES— Sixteen  persons,  in¬ 
cluding  several  clergy  and  laity  from  the 
United  Methodist  Los  Angeles  District, 
were  arrested  recently  at  a  peaceful 
demonstration  at  the  Nuclear  Test  Site 
in  Nevada. 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles 
Area)  led  a  worship  service,  after  which 
16  persons  walked  onto  government 
property  and  were  arrested  quickly. 

Heritage  Sunday  planned 
for  UMs  on  April  24 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)— Two  centu¬ 
ries  of  worship  in  the  Wesleyan  move¬ 
ment  will  be  celebrated  April  24  when 


United  Methodist  churches  observe  Heri¬ 
tage  Sunday. 

Sponsored  by  the  denomination’s  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History,  the 
Sunday  has  as  its  theme  “Celebrating 
Our  Spiritual  Heritage  of  Worship.” 

The  observance  comes  one  month  be¬ 
fore  thousands  of  Christians  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  tradition  gather  in  London  to  mark 
the  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wesley’s 
“heartwarming”  Aldersgate  experience 
that  launched  the  Methodist  movement. 


CLASSIFIED 


COLORADO  CAMP  NEEDS  COOKS!  GENEVA 
Glen  Camp  needs  cooks  during  1988  summer  sea¬ 
son  June  14-August  13.  Volume  cooking  experience 
preferred.  A  wonderful  place  to  work.  Further  in¬ 
formation:  Kenneth  Atkinson.  Geneva  Glen.  P.O. 
Box  248,  Indian  Hills.  CO  80454  (303)  697-4621 
CONSTRUCTION  SUPER  VISOR  /CONSULTA  NT 
Opportunity  for  ministry  with  newly  formed  Tri- 
Conference  UM  Construction  Services,  Inc.  Must 
have  working  knowledge  in  all  areas  of  construc¬ 
tion.  Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  expe¬ 
rience  and  ability.  For  information/application 
write:  Gilbert  Rendle.  Box  820.  Valley  Forge,  PA 
19482,  (215)  666-9090  Apply  by  May  10. _ 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Evangelical  church  with  mem¬ 
bership  of  1.100  seeking  individual  to  direct  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Bachelor's  degree  and  appropriate  experience 
required.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Frank 
Wood.  Lake  Shore  United  Methodist  Church,  2246 
Blanding  Boulevard,  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/FAMILY  Ministries 
being  sought  for  full-time  staff  position.  2,600  + 
member  south  FL  church.  Looking  for  someone  to 
develop  the  most  outstanding  children’s  ministries 
program  in  the  southeastern  US.  Could  that  be 
you?  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Christ  Church, 
UM.  4845  NE  25  Avenue,  Ft.  Lauderdale.  FL  33308. 
EDMONDS  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is 
well  known  for  music  ministry.  Seeks  person  or 
persons  to  serve  as  organist  and  director  of  sever¬ 
al  vocal  and  bell  choirs.  These  persons  will  be 
practicing  Christians  with  church  music  education, 
experience  for  proficiency,  and  ability  to  expand 
present  program.  Contact:  Chuck  Maki,  Chairper¬ 
son  Staff  Parish  Relations  Committee,  828  Caspers 
Street,  Edmonds.  WA  98020  (206)  778-2119. _ 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Church 
Growth  and  Ministries  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  downtown  Sarasota,  FL.  Send  resume  to 
104  S.  Pineapple  Ave.  34236-5727. _ 

GROWING  2000-MEMBER  CHURCH  in  a  lovely 
suburb  of  Ft.  Lauderdale  seeks  a  full-time  Youth 
Director.  Degree  and  experience  preferred.  Salary 
open.  Plantation  United  Methodist  Church,  1001 
NW  70th  Ave.,  Plantation.  FL  33313,  (305)  584-7500. 
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Film  looks  at 


Movie  Review 

U.S.  fundamentalists 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Although  the  British-made  documenta¬ 
ry  on  the  U.  S.  fundamentalist  right, 
"Thy  Kingdom  Come  ...  Thy  Will  Be 
Done,”  was  canceled  before  airtime  by 
the  Public  Broadcasting  System  last 
year,  the  documentary  went  on  to  win  an 
award  at  the  U.  S.  Film  Festival. 

Now  the  two-part  documentary  is  get¬ 
ting  an  airing  in  movie  theaters  coast  to 
coast  and  on  PBS. 

Here  is  the  whole  cast— Jim  Bakker 
(who  comes  off  better  than  most)  in  his 
pre-fall  days,  Jimmy  Swaggart  (also  in 
his  pre-fall  days),  Jerry  Falwell,  Dallas' 
W.  A.  Criswell  and  the  political  right 
captained  by  Gary  Jarman’s  “Christian 
Voice”  and  others. 

Ronald  Reagan  is  shown  twice  speaking 
before  massive  fundamentalist  conven¬ 
tions:  “You  can’t  endorse  me,  but  I  en¬ 
dorse  you,  and  what  you’re  doing,”  he  says. 

Terrible  future  predicted 

Producer  Anthony  Thomas  starts  off 
sounding  an  overkill  note  of  terrible 
dread.  He  cites  one  fearful  statistic  after 
another.  He  says  the  Christian  right  has 
300  colleges,  25,000  Christian  schools, 
"one  new  one  starting  every  seven 
hours.”  Thomas  says  the  Christian  right 
will  dominate  the  U.  S.  population  by  the 
year  2000. 

With  the  events  of  the  past  year,  view¬ 


ers  have  an  interest  in  looking  at  Bakker 
that  they  might  not  have  had  a  year  ago. 

While  Bakker  waxes  reasonably  intel¬ 
ligent  in  an  interview  by  talking  of  a  cre¬ 
ator  God  who  expects  creativity  of  his 
people,  a  close  look  at  the  PTL  Heritage 
USA  Park  is  unsettling.  Come  on!  Chris¬ 
tian  teddy  bears,  pro-life  pregnant  toy 
dolls  with  pro-life  messages,  heavenly 
fudge  shops! 

But  heart-rending  is  a  look  at  a  Heri¬ 
tage  mansion  built  and  richly  furnished 
for  handicapped  children.  If  Thomas  is  to 
be  believed,  the  home  in  reality  has  only 
one  severely  afflicted  person,  Kevin.  Ke¬ 
vin  appears  without  legs  and  with  stunt¬ 
ed  arms,  at  age  18,  wheeling  around  in 
his  high-powered  wheelchair  in  the  home 
by  himself.  Thomas  cuts  away  to  a  weep¬ 
ing  Bakker  on  camera  with  Kevin  plead¬ 
ing  for  money. 

Criswell  gets  hard  look 

Thomas  saves  his  hardest  look  for  W. 
A.  Criswell,  aging  pastor  of  the  26,000- 
member  First  Baptist  Church  in  Dallas. 
Thomas  is  at  his  best  when  he  studies 
faces  close  up,  especially  in  a  Christian 
sex-education  class  in  a  Criswell  school. 
One  boy  is  seen  subconsciously  tugging 
at  his  mouth  in  nervousness;  a  pretty 
girl,  staring  ahead,  simply  raises  an  eye¬ 
brow  as  she  hears  the  bland  instruction 
on  sex. 


Criswell  hasn’t  mellowed  much  over 
the  years.  He  is  heard  defending  his  rich¬ 
ly  appointed  office  (“there  is  no  virtue  in 
being  poor”). 

Criswell  believes  in  creating  separate 
urban  missions  in  Dallas— some  26— that 
catch  up  the  blacks  and  Hispanics. 
Blacks,  he  indicates,  have  special  talents 
(which  comes  close  to  the  recent  re¬ 
marks  of  Jimmy  the  Greek  that  got  the 
sports  person  fired)  and  Criswell  adds, 
“Birds  of  a  feather  flock  together!” 

Producer-director  Thomas  expresses 
clearly  his  own  bias  on  camera  as  inter¬ 
viewer  when  he  insists  that  Christians 
should  be  poor  or  at  least  share  their 
goods.  He  sets  up  the  president  of  the 
Criswell  College  in  an  interview  by  ask¬ 
ing  if  Mother  Teresa  will  be  saved  in  the 
judgment  day.  Thomas  gets  his  expected 
answer  that  she  will  be  “damned  in  hell” 
unless  she  has  made  a  profession  of 
Christ  as  personal  savior. 

Thomas  gets  some  semblance  of  depth 
as  a  fired  Criswell  College  theologian 
discusses  the  lack  of  social  concern  at 
First  Baptist,  Dallas.  The  theologian 
says  the  tendency  of  fundamentalism  is 
to  ignore  the  social  action  imperatives  of 
the  Gospels  in  favor  of  the  epistles.  It  is 
pointed  out  that  people  tend  to  seek  what 
they  are  comfortable  with.  Thus  an  up- 
ward-mobile  group,  blue  collar  or  other¬ 


wise,  does  not  want  to  worry  about  the 
“have  nots.” 

Production  is  flawed 

Thomas  can  be  faulted  at  various  lev¬ 
els.  He  makes  no  distinctions  between 
Pentecostals  and  Baptists  nor  acknowl¬ 
edges  movements  that  cut  across  the  old 
labels,  such  as  the  shared  experiences  of 
Catholic  charismatics  and  Protestant 
Pentecostals. 

He  fails  to  appreciate  the  strands  of 
vitality  in  some  fundamentalism,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  music.  His  excerpts  of  music 
are  not  very  inspiring,  presented  along 
with  cameras  panning  across  the  more 
self-righteous  faces. 

The  audience  for  the  movie,  at  least  as 
it  seems  to  be  in  New  York,  is  made  up 
of  liberal  critics.  There  are  elderly  folks 
who  come  to  see  it  wearing  peace  but¬ 
tons,  also  young  men  and  women  intel¬ 
lectuals,  studious  in  their  glasses, 
possibly  seminarians  and  young  profes¬ 
sors  among  them. 

While  it  is  easy  to  snicker  and  shake 
one’s  head  in  disbelief  during  this  odys¬ 
sey  of  fundamentalism  in  the  U.  S.,  if  you 
look  closely  you  might  find  more. 

Thomas  is  not  only  talking  about  fun¬ 
damentalism  but  about  any  religious 
conclave  that  seeks  out  the  comfortable 
situation  for  meaning. 


Easter  Monday:  Time  for  Christian  laughs 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

There  is  a  time  to  weep  and  a  time  to 
laugh,  and  Easter  Monday  is  a  time  to 
laugh,  said  the  founder  of  The  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Merry  Christians. 

Some  United  Methodists  took  the  ad¬ 
monition  seriously. 

The  Rev.  J.  William  Moore  of  Basalt 
(Colo.)  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  was  among  those  ministers  whose 
churches  celebrated  the  Easter  Monday 
(April  4)  “Day  of  Joy  and  Laughter”  with 
clowns  and  dinners  at  their  churches. 

He  is  one  of  an  estimated  1,500  United 
Methodists  among  the  10,000  members  of 
the  Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians,  an 
ecumenical  organization  founded  by  Cal 
Samra,  a  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  layman  and 
editor  of  the  group’s  newsletter. 

Mr.  Samra,  a  longtime  newspaper 
journalist,  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern 
Orthodox  Church. 

Mr.  Moore’s  congregation  got  together 
Easter  Monday  for  a  stew  supper  and 
“some  playful,  fun  things,”  he  said. 

Marie  Hux,  a  member  of  the  Basalt 
Community  UMC  and  one  of  the  event’s 
co-organizers,  said,  “There  was  a  clown 
at  the  door,  handing  out  balloons  as  peo¬ 
ple  came  in. 

“We  played  a  form  of  ‘Pictionary,’  us¬ 
ing  names  and  phrases  from  the  Resur¬ 
rection  period.  And  we  sang  a  lot  of 
songs  that  include  actions. 

“Basically  we  just  had  a  good  time 
around  a  message  of  why  we  were  cele¬ 
brating.” 

Her  minister  is  no  stranger  to  Chris¬ 
tian  humor.  A  part  of  each  worship  expe¬ 
rience  at  the  Basalt  church  is  set  aside 

i  -  Poem  of  the  Week - * 

I  FORSAKEN  SPOT  I 

The  sandy  shore 
is  silent  on  this  day. 

No  footsteps  stir 
the  pathway  to  the  rock. 

No  waves  wash  in 
to  sprinkle  and  to  splash. 

No  fish  fly  upward 
from  the  somber  surface. 

No  voice  is  heard. 

No  hint  of  living  hovers. 

For  life  and  death 
today  are  at  Golgotha. 

-CLAIRE  PUNEKY 

Praises  flow 
for  good  health 
of  pension  fund 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DEARBORN,  Mich.-“Unbelieveable!” 

The  word  was  heard  more  than  once 
during  the  spring  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Pensions. 

The  superlative  was  attached  to  re¬ 
ports  on  the  performance  of  the  board’s 
investment  portfolio  during  the  roller¬ 
coaster  Wall  Street  year  of  1987. 

It  also  was  used  to  characterize 
growth  in  the  church’s  pensions  portfolio 
and  increased  benefits  to  retired  clergy 
during  the  1980s. 

At  the  end  of  1987,  assets  managed  by 
the  board  had  a  market  value  of  more 
than  $2.6  billion,  an  increase  of  almost 
$200  million  during  a  year  in  which  the 
Dow  Jones  index  fell  more  than  500 
points  in  one  day. 

The  entire  portfolio  showed  a  return  of 
almost  6  percent  in  what  one  director 
characterized  “a  terrible  stock  market.” 

The  increase  in  portfolio  market  value 
continued  a  pattern  of  gain  in  each  of  the 
past  10  years  and  in  16  of  the  past  18 
years.  The  declines  were  in  1973  and 
1974. 

The  Rev.  James  F.  Parker,  the  board’s 
chief  staff  executive,  noted  that  the  port¬ 
folio  has  more  than  tripled  in  value  dur¬ 
ing  the  1980s. 

On  December  31,  1987,  about  51.2  per¬ 
cent  of  the  $2.6  billion  was  in  common 
stocks. 

Along  with  the  jump  in  the  value  of  in¬ 
vestments,  benefits  paid  to  retired  cler¬ 
gy  also  have  climbed  dramatically,  Dr. 
Parker  said. 


for  humor,  Mr.  Moore  said. 

“I  use  a  humorous  story  or  anecdote  to 
tell  the  congregation  where  the  service 
is  going,”  he  said. 

It  is  sometimes  hard  work  to  be  hu¬ 
morous,  he  admits,  noting,  “It  is  easier 
during  the  Lenten  season  to  see  the 
crosses  we  bear  and  sometimes  difficult 
to  see  the  joy  that  we  have  to  share.” 

Mr.  Samra,  who  founded  The  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  Merry  Christians  in  March  1986, 
said,  “The  fellowship  is  encouraging  its 
members  and  other  Christians  ...  to 
abandon  gloominess  during  Holy  Humor 
Month  (April)  and  focus  on  Christianity’s 
rich  tradition  of  joy  and  humor. 

“In  early  Christianity,  especially  in 
Greece,  it  was  a  local  custom  to  observe 
the  Monday  after  Easter  as  a  day  of  joy 
and  laughter— to  celebrate  the  practical 
joke  that  God  played  on  Satan  by  raising 
Jesus  from  the  dead.” 

Mr.  Samra  termed  the  Resurrection 
"indisputably  the  greatest  and  most 
imaginative  practical  joke  in  the  history 
of  the  world.” 

“On  Easter  Monday,”  he  said,  “early 
Christians— filled  with  the  joy  of  the  ris¬ 
en  Christ— went  to  church  to  frolic,  to 
tell  clean  jokes,  to  play  merry  pranks  on 
one  another,  to  sing  and  dance,  and  to 
have  a  lot  of  fun.” 

Mr.  Samra  founded  the  organization 
shortly  after  Harper  &  Row  published 
his  book,  "The  Joyful  Christ:  The  Healing 
Power  of  Humor,”  in  January  1986. 

A  basic  fee  of  $15  brings  members  an 
annual  subscription  to  the  Fellowship’s 
every-other-month  newsletter  and  a  free 
copy  of  his  book.  Members  also  receive 
discounts  for  book  club  purchases  of 
books  and  cassettes,  he  said. 

“It’s  astonishing  to  find  out  how  much 
Christian  humor  material  there  is,”  Mr. 
Samra  said.  “We  discovered  that  the 
more  we  got  into  it,  other  people  were 
thinking  along  these  lines. 

“Astonishingly,  we  have  phenomenal 
support  for  our  ministry  from  the  whole 
theological  spectrum.” 

He  said  churches  are  recovering  a 
“great  tradition”  of  humor  rooted  in 
Protestant,  Orthodox,  Roman  Catholic 
and  Jewish  history. 

“A  lot  of  the  humor  stems  out  of  the 
Jewish  tradition,’’  Mr.  Samra  said. 


Woman ,  52 9 
in  running 
for  bishop 

From  Religious  News  Service 
A  52-year-old  Episcopal  priest  from 
Houston  could  become  the  first  fe¬ 
male  bishop  in  the  worldwide  Angli¬ 
can  communion  if  she  is  selected  over 
four  men  also  in  the  running  for  bish¬ 
op  of  the  Diocese  of  Michigan. 

According  to  a  report  in  the  “Wash¬ 
ington  Post,”  the  Rev.  Helen  Havens 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
Houston  is  one  of  five  nominees  to  fill 
the  Michigan  bishop’s  post,  currently 
held  by  the  Rev.  Coleman  McGehee 
Jr.,  who  has  announced  his  intention 
to  retire. 

The  “Post”  said  Ms.  Havens  has  11 
years’  experience  as  a  priest. 

The  election  for  a  successor  to 
Bishop  McGehee  is  scheduled  to  be 
held  at  a  special  diocesan  convention 
scheduled  for  May  7. 

The  Episcopal  Church,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  branch  of  Anglicanism,  voted  at 
its  1976  General  Convention  to  open 
all  three  orders  of  clergy— deacon, 
priest  and  bishop— to  women. 

While  hundreds  of  women  have 
been  ordained  as  priests,  Episcopa¬ 
lians  have  generally  been  reluctant  to 
consecrate  female  bishops  until  after 
the  worldwide  Anglican  Lambeth  con¬ 
ference,  scheduled  to  be  held  in  Can¬ 
terbury,  England  in  July  and  August. 

However,  Bishop  McGehee  has  said 
he  sees  no  reason  to  wait  until  after 
Lambeth  to  consecrate  a  female  bish¬ 
op. 


"There’s  nothing  new  about  any  of  this. 
We  are  just  rediscovering  it.” 

He  admitted  a  “thread  of  solemnity” 
exists  in  the  Christian  traditon  but  said  a 
parallel  thread  is  “high  good  humor  and 


Dear  Deborah, 

What  do  you  think  about  Jim  and  Jim¬ 
my?  I  am  glad  they  are  not  in  our  de¬ 
nomination.  What  a  disgrace! 

No  name  please 

Dear  Writer, 

Which  is  the  disgrace:  the  fall  of 
those  ministers  or  your  “ holier  than 
thou ’’  attitude? 

Personally,  I  see  the  pressures  and 
temptations  they  were  under  and  I 
wonder  how  I  would  have  been  able 
to  survive.  The  Bible  says  we  are  all 
sinners.  Do  you  believe  that?  I  do.  I 
know  myself  as  a  forgiven  sinner, 
calling  upon  God’s  grace  to  live  one 
day  at  a  time.  My  belief  is  that  I  am 
not  in  any  position  to  cast  the  first 
stone.  Are  you? 

Dear  Readers, 

I  have  appreciated  the  letters  that 
have  been  coming  in  since  this  column 
started  up  again. 

A  special  thank-you  to  Kaye  Nyberg,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter’s  original  “Deb¬ 
orah,”  for  her  affirmation  and  good  wishes. 
I  eagerly  await  the  book  of  her  columns 
which  will  be  coming  out  in  the  fall. 

A  reader  wrote  about  the  family  who 
was  upset  when  the  pastor  did  not  call  in 
the  hospital,  suggesting  that  pastors  can¬ 
not  visit  everyone,  unless  it  is  a  very 
small  church. 

I  agree  it  is  possible  to  make  unrea¬ 
sonable  demands  on  a  pastor.  I  also 


merry  heartedness.” 

“The  main  body  of  Christ’s  life  and 
resurrection  was  full  of  joy,”  Mr.  Samra 
said.  “The  humor  of  the  early  church 
was  contagious.” 


know  that  when  a  crisis  happens,  people 
do  not  stop  to  think  about  that.  Maybe 
churches  need  to  do  a  better  job  of  in¬ 
forming  people  of  the  pastor’s  job  de¬ 
scription  and  what  they  can  expect.  This 
has  to  be  done  before  the  crisis  happens. 

Another  reader  was  concerned  about 
Jamie,  who  would  not  go  to  Sunday 
School.  He  suggests  that  maybe  the  par¬ 
ents  need  to  take  a  look  at  the  Sunday 
School  and  see  what  it  is  like. 

What  are  the  children  being  offered  in 
content  and  delivery?  What  kind  of  hu¬ 
man  relationships  are  fostered? 

Although  the  family  in  the  letter  ap¬ 
parently  had  done  at  least  some  investi¬ 
gation,  I  think  this  is  an  important  area 
for  all  of  us  to  keep  in  mind.  Our  chil¬ 
dren  are  not  just  the  future  of  the 
church.  Along  with  us,  they  are  the 
church  NOW! 

There  was  also  a  letter  from  a  reader 
who  did  not  sign  a  name.  Please  know 
that  I  never  use  real  names  in  the  col¬ 
umn.  I  do  read  every  letter  and  give 
them  serious,  prayerful  attention.  I  hope 
readers  will  keep  on  writing— that  is 
why  I  am  here— but  I  want  it  to  be  clear 
I  don’t  feel  I  can  give  credibility  to  a  let¬ 
ter  that  is  unsigned. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


FELLOWSHIP  OF  MERRY  CHRISTIANS  PHOTO 

Virginia  N.  Smith,  a  71-year-old  United  Methodist  from  Nashville,  and  a 
member  of  the  Fellowship  of  Merry  Christians,  often  wows  the  folks  at 
Emmaus  Walk  retreats  by  dressing  up  in  a  colorful  rooster  costume  she  has 
made  and  by  dancing  the  samba.  The  symbol  for  the  Emmaus  retreats  is  a 
multi-colored  rooster  representing  the  many  facets  of  God’s  love.  The  Fel¬ 
lowship  endorses  that  kind  of  fun  and  frolic  and  urges  Christians  to  cele¬ 
brate  April  as  “Holy  Humor  Month”  and  Easter  Monday  as  a  “Day  of  Joy 
and  Laughter.” 

Dear  Deborah 

Reader:  4I’m  glad  they  are 
not  in  our  denomination!’ 


Denver  UMs  press  state  to 
aid  injured  German  youth 


By  SUE  CALVIN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER— United  Methodists  of  the 
Denver  Area  are  pressing  state  legisla¬ 
tors  to  come  to  the  aid  of  a  young  Ger¬ 
man  Methodist  injured  by  a  rockslide 
on  Berthoud  Pass  between  Denver  and 
Grandy,  Colo.,  in  late  August. 

The  23-year-old  accident  victim  is 
Markus  Lang  of  Bennengin,  West  Ger¬ 
many,  one  of  29  people  aboard  a  tour 
bus  hit  broadside  by  a  six-ton  boulder 
accidentally  dislodged  by  a  state  road 
crew. 

Eight  were  killed  and  16  injured. 

The  relationship  between  Mr.  Lang 
and  area  United  Methodists  began 
when  his  parents,  Rita  and  Herbert 
Lang,  were  notified  of  the  accident. 

Herbert  Lang,  lay  leader  in  his  lo¬ 
cal  church,  and  his  wife  asked  that  a 
German-speaking  Methodist  minister 
be  contacted. 

The  Rev.  Marti  Zimmerman,  a  for¬ 
mer  consultant  to  the  World  Council  of 
Churches,  was  called,  because,  she  said, 
“I  speak  German  and  could  interpret 
for  Rita  and  Herbert  when  they  arrived 
to  be  at  their  son’s  bedside. 

“For  six  weeks  we  prayed  and 
waited.  Finally  Markus  came  out  of 
the  coma.” 

During  the  days,  weeks  and  months 
that  followed,  she  and  the  Applewood 
Valley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Golden,  Colo.,  where  Ms.  Zimmer¬ 
man’s  husband,  Mack  Lovvron,  is  pas¬ 
tor,  became  a  caring  congregation  for 
the  Langs.  A  prayer  vigil  was  kept 
through  the  church’s  prayer  chains. 

Both  English-  and  German-speak¬ 
ing  members  visited  Rita  and  Herbert 
Lang  at  Denver  General  Hospital. 
Anita  Ging,  whose  own  daughter  died 
the  previous  summer  without  regain¬ 
ing  consciousness  from  injuries  suf¬ 
fered  in  a  conoeing  accident, 
organized  a  church  blood  drive.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  donated  34 
pints  of  blood. 

After  six  weeks,  Markus  regained 
consciousness,  but  multiple  surgeries 


and  what  medical  authorities  say 
might  be  lifelong  physical  therapy 
were  still  ahead. 

After  three  months,  Herbert  Lang 
returned  to  Germany,  but  Rita,  who 
had  never  been  out  of  West  Germany, 
remained  with  her  son. 

As  the  hospital  bills  began  to  grow, 
the  Applewood  Valley  church  took  on 
a  new  role — one  of  advocacy. 

The  State  of  Colorado  has  assumed 
liability  for  the  accident,  but  by  law 
its  liability  is  limited  to  $400,000.  By 
early  March,  medical  costs  were  ap¬ 
proaching  $500,000. 

When  Colorado  Gov.  Roy  Romer  re¬ 
quested  that  the  legislature  increase 
the  liability  limitation  to  satisfy  a 
“moral  obligation,”  Applewood  mem¬ 
bers  began  contacting  legislators  in 
support  of  the  request.  They  distribut¬ 
ed  sample  letters  and  names  and  ad¬ 
dresses  of  legislators. 

Individuals  also  contacted  editors, 
reporters,  radio  and  TV  news  broad¬ 
casters  in  an  effort  to  regain  the  me¬ 
dia  attention  immediately  after  the 
accident.  The  church  also  set  up  the 
Markus  Lang  Fund  for  donations. 

On  March  15,  Markus  and  Rita 
Lang  returned  to  West  Germany, 
where  Markus  was  to  be  admitted  to 
a  rehabilitation  center  just  outside 
Heidelberg. 

Increased  local,  national  and  inter¬ 
national  media  coverage  resulted  in 
contributions  and  some  no-fee  air¬ 
fares  for  the  Langs’  return.  Financial 
contributions  now  total  about 
$115,000,  Ms.  Zimmerman  said,  in¬ 
cluding  $100,000  from  W.D.  Bennett, 
associated  with  Circus,  Circus,  a  Las 
Vegas  casino. 

The  church  is  continuing  to  accept 
contributions  because  rehabilitation 
costs  will  continue,  Ms.  Zimmerman 
said,  and  “could  run  $100,000  a  year. 

Gov.  Romer ’s  request  to  the  legis¬ 
lature  is  under  committee  study. 

Ms.  Calvin  is  editor  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  conference  edition  of  the 
Reporter. 


Black  caucus  speaker 


declares  war  on  myths 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

OAKLAND,  Calif.— By  the  time  United 
Methodist  layman  Willie  Brown  finished 
talking,  most  of  the  500  black  church 
folks  assembled  were  on  their  feet. 

The  rest  were  sitting  straighter  and 
prouder  and  shouting  “amen.” 

The  charismatic  speaker  of  the  assem¬ 
bly  of  the  California  State  Legislature,  in 
addressing  the  recent  20th  anniversary 
banquet  of  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  (BMCR),  United  Methodism’s 
black  caucus,  declared  war  on  myths  and 
media  hype  about  crises  in  black  fam¬ 
ilies  and  disunity  and  lack  of  leadership 
in  black  communities. 

He  called  on  black  clergy  and  laypeo- 
ple  to  continue  working  for  positive  so¬ 
cial  change  through  the  black  church, 
which  he  described  as  the  birthplace  of 
“every  significant  black  political  and 
spiritual  movement,”  because  often  it 
was  “the  only  institution  they’d  let  us 
have  for  our  own.” 

Refuting  the  “two-parents-two-kids-in- 
suburbia”  archetypical  family  as  a  bo¬ 
gus,  unrealistic  measure,  he  traced  the 
strength  of  the  black  extended  family  to 


pre-slavery  Africa. 

Black  people  must  continue  to  extol 
the  theme  of  communal  living,  working 
and  actions,  he  said. 

The  San  Francisco  churchman,  also  a 
national  chairperson  of  the  Jesse  Jack- 
son  presidential  campaign,  mixed  coun¬ 
try  preaqher  with  teacher  with  polished 
politician  as  he  recounted  how  black  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  United  States  historically 
have  bucked  the  odds  in  church  and  soci¬ 
ety. 

From  there  he  moved  to  the  growing 
impact  of  black  citizens  in  the  nation’s 
political  processes. 

Although  the  Reagan  years  sent  some 
gains  for  blacks  into  a  tailspin,  blacks 
“are  on  the  threshold  of  history,”  Mr. 
Brown  said. 

“In  1984  when  Jackson  ran  he,  put  two 
million  blacks  on  the  [voter]  roll  who’d 
never  voted  before,”  Mr.  Brown  in¬ 
formed  his  listeners. 

In  the  1986  congressional  elections,  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Jackson’s  “name  wasn’t  on 
the  ballot,”  blacks  and  other  people  of 
color  claimed  their  voting  power,  Mr. 
Brown  said. 


History  of  Hymns 

English  affirmation  of  praise 
stems  from  German  text  roots 


Sing  praise  to  God  who  reigns 
above. 

The  God  of  all  creation. 

The  God  of  power,  the  God  of  love. 
The  God  of  our  salvation; 

With  healing  balm  my  soul  he  fills. 
And  every  faithless  murmur  stills: 
To  God  all  praise  and  glory! 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Here  is  another  of  the  great  hymns 
that  began  as  German  texts  and  have 
been  successfully  translated  into  an  En¬ 
glish  expression  of  praise. 

The  German  text,  written  by  Johann 
Jacob  Schutz  in  1675,  is  based  on  a  single 
verse  from  the  Song  of  Moses  (Deut. 
32:3):  “Because  I  will  publish  the  name  of 
the  Lord:  ascribe  ye  greatness  unto  our 
God.” 

Trained  in  legal  studies,  Schutz  prac¬ 
ticed  law  in  Frankfurt  for  many  years. 
An  ardent  Lutheran,  he  published  a  col¬ 
lection  of  hymns  in  Frankfurt  in  1675  for 
Lutheran  congregations.  “Sing  praise  to 
God  who  reigns  above”  was  included. 

Schutz  became  a  friend  of  Philipp 
Spener,  whose  devotional  gatherings 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  Pietistic 
movement  in  the  late  17th  century  in 
Germany.  With  emphasis  upon  a  devout 
lifestyle,  the  Pietists  encouraged  person¬ 
al  spiritual  growth,  prayer,  and  Bible 
study. 

Schutz’s  involvement  in  these  activi¬ 
ties  led  him  to  become  a  Separatist,  and 
he  refused  any  longer  to  attend  Lutheran 
services. 

The  English  translation  found  in  most 
hymnals  today  was  made  by  Frances 
Cox,  a  German  scholar  who  lived  all  her 
85  years  in  Oxford,  England.  Her  trans¬ 
lation  was  published  in  1864,  almost  200 
years  after  the  German  original. 

The  tune  most  frequently  used  for  this 
text  is  called  “Mit  Freuden  Zart”  (with 


high  delight).  Its  first  appearance  dates 
from  a  collection  of  tunes  published  for 
the  Bohemian  Brethren  in  1566. 

The  music  fits  the  hymn  very  well  and 
brings  great  joy  in  the  singing  of  these 
stanzas,  all  of  which  end  with  the  final 
line:  “To  God  all  praise  and  glory!”  Sing 
it  heartily! 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“ There  Shall  Be  Showers  of  Blessing" 

Layman’s  efforts 
pay  off;  Chinese 
priest  released 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

An  elderly  Chinese  Jesuit  priest  re¬ 
leased  from  prison  in  China  recently, 
thanks  to  efforts  by  a  United  Methodist 
layman,  remains  under  24-hour  surveil¬ 
lance  in  Shanghai. 

The  Rev.  Vincent  Chu  Hongsheng,  73, 
is  the  second  Jesuit  to  be  freed,  said  John 
Davies,  a  United  Methodist  layman  from 
Signal  Mountain,  Tenn.,  who  heads  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  publicizes  the  plight  of 
imprisoned  Catholic  priests  in  China, 
(see  UMR,  Jan.  8). 

In  1985,  87-year-old  Bishop  Ignatius 
Gong  Pin-mei  was  freed  from  prison  but 
placed  under  virtual  house  arrest  in  the 
custody  of  Catholic  Patriotic  Association 
bishop  of  Shanghai.  He  was  finally  “re¬ 
leased  from  parole”  Jan.  5.  (see  UMR, 
Jan.  29). 

In  early  February,  Father  Chu  was  re¬ 
leased  from  prison  and  permitted  to  live 
with  a  younger  brother  in  Shanghai,  Mr. 
Davies  said. 

The  Jesuit  had  been  imprisoned  since 
1955,  excepting  for  a  brief  period  of  free¬ 
dom  in  1979,  for  his  refusal  to  break  ties 
with  the  Vatican. 
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Dillard  University  —  A  Success  Story  in 


Dillard  is  eqjoying  record  enrollment,  its  students  are  benefitting  from  enhanced  academic  pro- 


BEAUTIFUL  CAMPUS 
grams,  and  the  University  remains  financially  strong.  Pictured  above  is  Rosenwald  Hall. 


By  JAMES  SHADE  III 
Times-Picayune  reporter 

While  much  has  been  said  and  written 
about  the  precarious  situation  of  Louisi¬ 
ana’s  system  of  higher  education,  people 
seem  to  pay  little  attention  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  stories. 

While  the  budget  ax  hovers  over  the 
academic  programs  of  the  state’s  col¬ 
leges,  there  are  institutions  that  are  find¬ 
ing  ways  to  cope  and  diversify  their 
programs  even  as  they  are  keeping  their 
eyes  on  the  bottom  line. 

Dr.  Elton  Harrison  smiles  when  he 
hears  such  talk.  As  vice  president  of  aca¬ 
demic  affairs  and  vice  president  of  plan¬ 
ning  and  administration  for  Dillard 
University,  he  knows  that  his  university’s 
plans  for  the  academic  enrichment  of  its 
students  will  carry  Dillard  over  any  ob¬ 
stacle,  academic  or  otherwise. 

Sitting  in  his  office  in  Dillard’s  Rosen¬ 
wald  Hall,  Harrison  outlines  a  three- 
pronged  approach  to  the  school’s 
continued  developments. 

“Our  goals  are  to  provide  students  at 
Dillard  University  with  a  sound  liberal 
arts  education,  to  improve  their  critical 
and  analytical  thinking  skills  and  to  enable 
them  to  meet  the  demands  of  their  respec¬ 
tive  chosen  professions,”  Harrison  said. 


Troubled  Times 


Dillard  is  ushering  in  an  era  of  com¬ 
puter  literacy  so  that  its  graduates  will 
be  able  to  compete  and  achieve  in  an  in¬ 
creasingly  user-unfriendly  world. 

“All  of  our  students  will  be  required  to 
use  computers  in  some  capacity  in  their 
course  work  ...  not  just  as  a  word  pro¬ 
cessor,  because  that’s  just  a  glorified 
typewriter.  We  will  actually  use  them  as 
an  aid  to  learning.  In  addition,  entering 
freshmen  will  enter  what  we  call  a  quali¬ 
ty  control  program.  (They  will)  receive 
frequent  testing  in  math  and  English  in 
which  computer  literacy  will  be  inte¬ 
grated  into  the  learning  process.’’ 

Dillard’s  program  is  also  placing  in¬ 
creasing  emphasis  on  its  students’  writ¬ 
ing  ability.  Every  senior  will  be  required 
to  pass  comprehensive  examinations  in 
their  major  fields  and  in  writing. 

"Writing  enhances  critical  thinking,” 
Dr.  Harrison  said.  "People  who  write 
well  think  well  and  people  who  think 
well  write  well." 

Another  priority  on  Dillard's  agenda  is 
the  buildup  of  its  mass  communications 
program.  The  recipient  of  a  $400,000  fed¬ 
eral  grant,  Dillard  has  its  own  radio  sta¬ 
tion,  a  computer  laboratory  with  video 
display  terminals  for  students  interested 


in  the  print  media,  and  a  production 
room  and  facilities  for  those  interested 
in  the  television  media. 

Dillard  is  also  reaching  out  to  help 
high  school  students  in  its  community. 
Through  a  Southern  Regional  Education 
Board  (SREB)  program,  Dillard  is  help¬ 
ing  high-risk  minority  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  prepare  for  college.  The  program 
is  called  the  Concentrated  Academic 
Program  (CAP)  at  Dillard,  and  this  past 
fall  semester,  60  students  from  both 
Joseph  S.  Clark  and  John  McDonogh  high 
schools  began  participating  in  it.  Those 
schools  were  chosen  because  of  their 
proximity  to  Dillard  and  because  a  Low 
number  of  students  from  those  schools 
were  applying  to  college. 

Also  last  fall,  Dillard  had  the  largest 
freshman  class  to  enroll  in  its  history, 
pushing  the  university’s  enrollment  to  a 
record  1,320,  the  first  time  it  has  been 
higher  than  1,300. 

“We  offer  employability  and  educa¬ 
tion,"  Dr.  Harrison  said.  “We  can  give 
students  a  pleasant  learning  environ¬ 
ment  and  an  opportunity  to  succeed 
here.  And  above  all,  we  give  them  the 
chance  for  personal,  as  well  as  academic, 
growth.” 


It  Starts  with  Leadership  — 

Dr.  Cook  Guides  Dillard  with  a  Steady  Hand 


Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook  was  named 
President  of  Dillard  University  in  March 
1974. 

Even  before  then,  Dillard  had  earned 
the  reputation  as  a  strong,  viable  Black 
university  that  educated  its  students  well 
in  a  picturesque  campus  setting  most 
conducive  to  learning. 


OUTSTANDING  LEADER  -  Dillard 
University  has  continued  to  distinguish 
itself  under  the  leadership  of  President 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook.  Its  graduates  have 
a  history  of  accomplishments,  and  the 
campus  setting  has  been  called  “ideal.” 


Under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  Cook,  Dil¬ 
lard’s  graduates  continue  to  distinguish 
themselves  as  successful  doctors,  law¬ 
yers,  chemists,  teachers,  nurses,  per¬ 
forming  artists,  and  businessmen  and 
businesswomen. 

Dillard  University  has  not  had  a  year 
in  which  there  was  deficit  spending,  and 
even  in  today’s  tough  economic  times, 
continues  to  prosper.  It  has  an  endow¬ 
ment  of  more  than  $17  million,  ranking 
it  fourth  among  Black  institutions  and 
third  among  United  Negro  College 
schools.  There  has  been  an  enrollment 
increase  the  past  three  years,  including 
record  enrollment  the  past  two.  The  en¬ 
rollment  for  the  1987-88  academic  year 
was  1,320,  the  first  time  it  has  surpassed 
the  1,300  mark  at  the  New  Orleans  pri¬ 
vate,  liberal  arts  university. 

The  continuing  mission  of  Dillard, 
whose  roots  date  to  1969,  is  to  create  and 
maintain  an  atmosphere  conducive  to 
learning  and  growth  through  programs 
marked  by  academic  excellence.  The 
quality  of  Dillard’s  education  is  con¬ 
firmed  in  part  by  the  65-80  percent  of  its 
graduates  who  pursue  studies  in  univer¬ 
sities  throughout  the  nation. 

In  the  past  four  years,  a  mass  commu¬ 
nications  department  not  only  has  been 


implemented,  but  now  has  the  equipment 
to  prepare  students  to  be  .competitive  in 
the  field.  A  Communications  and  Fine 
Arts  Center  that  will  be  constructed  in 
the  near  future  will  continue  to  enhance 
the  education  of  mass  communications 
majors  and  the  student  body  in  general. 

Also  in  recent  years,  Dillard  has  be¬ 
come  a  partner  in  joint-degree  programs 
with  such  universities  as  Columbia,  the 
State  University  at  New  York,  Duke  and 
others,  in  which  students  can  earn  mas¬ 
ter’s  degrees  in  fifth-year  programs  in 
the  natural  sciences,  engineering,  urban 
planning  and  other  majors. 

This  past  fall,  Dillard  received  the 
largest  grant  in  its  history  —  $2.6  mil¬ 
lion  over  five  years  from  the  U.S.  De¬ 
partment  of  Education’s  Strengthening 
Historically  Black  Colleges  and  Univer¬ 
sities  Program  —  that  will  allow  further 
development  of  University  departments 
and  programs. 

But  just  as  important  to  the  total  col¬ 
lege  experience  at  Dillard  has  been  the 
increase  and  enhancement  of  cultural 
events.  Each  week,  Dillard  continues  its 
tradition  of  University  Assemblies,  fea¬ 
turing  distinguished  keynote  speakers, 
and  plays,  concerts,  recitals  and  other 
events  are  commonplace. 


Dillard  University  Radio  Station  Making  Waves 


By  KANESTRA  CONLEY, 

Dillard  University 
Already,  it  is  making  lots  of  noise. 
WDUB,  Dillard’s  fledgling  radio  sta¬ 
tion,  began  operation  October  29,  1987, 
as  a  new  component  of  Dillard’s  mass 
communications  program.  The  station 
broadcasts  weekdays  on  New  Orleans 
Cox  Cable  Television  channel  53. 

Assistant  mass  communications  pro¬ 
fessor  Kevin  McLin,  who  supervises  the 
station’s  operations,  said  WDUB  is  de¬ 


signed  to  give  students  hands-on  experi¬ 
ence. 

Its  purpose,  McLin  said,  is  to  teach 
students  "the  mechanics  of  a  commer¬ 
cial  radio  station.  Here,  we  do  every¬ 
thing  except  air  commercials.”  He  said 
students  are  expected  to  adhere  to  pro¬ 
gramming  schedules  and  formats. 

Dillard  University  Broadcasting,  as 
the  station  is  called,  is  operated  solely  by 
Dillard  students  majoring  in  mass  com¬ 
munications. 


SPINNING  THE  DISCS  —  Mass  Communications  junior  Vonda  Carter  is  at  the 
controls  of  the  Dillard  University  radio  station  WDUB. 


"I’m  very  pleased  with  the  people 
working  at  the  station,”  McLin  said.  "But 
other  students  have  to  get  involved,  too. 
It’s  to  their  betterment.” 

WDUB  is  operated  much  like  a  profes¬ 
sional  station.  Its  black  urban  contempo¬ 
rary  programming  is  monitored  by  a 
program  director  and  has  a  news  team. 
And,  of  course,  there  are  the  disc  jock¬ 
eys.  Operating  from  a  control  room  and 
a  news  room,  the  station  uses  fundamen¬ 
tal  control  boards,  turntables,  reel  ma¬ 
chines  and  cart  machines.  The 
equipment  allows  students  to  become  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  controls  used  in  most 
radio  stations. 

"It  won’t  be  a  shock  when  students 
graduate  and  go  on  to  a  commercial  sta¬ 
tion,”  McLin  said.  "They’ll  be  able  to  do 
a  better  than  good  job.  They’ll  be  able  to 
compete  in  any  market.” 

Program  Director  Arthurine  Johnson 
agrees. 

"I  think  I’ll  be  fairly  knowledgeable,” 
Johnson  said.  “I  think  that  the  radio  sta¬ 
tion  provides  good  experience  for  stu¬ 
dents  interested  in  communications,  and 
it  prepares  them  for  the  working  world.” 

The  station  was  implemented  after 
Dillard  received  a  $400,000  federal 
grant.  Dillard’s  mass  communications 
program  also  has  production  facilities 
for  television  journalism  and  computer 
video  display  terminals  and  other  facili¬ 
ties  for  print  journalism. 


for  Dillard 


United  Methodist  Church  Confirms  Support 


Dillard  University  will  continue  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  recognition  and  support  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  Church  an¬ 
nounced. 

Dillard  is  one  of  11  historically  Black 
colleges  affiliated  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Roy  B.  Shilling,  Jr.,  President  of  the 
University  Senate  of  the  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church,  informed  Dr.  Cook  in  a  letter 
that  the  University  Senate  recently  voted 
to  continue  to  list  Dillard  as  a  United 
Methodist-affiliated  institution.  The  Sen¬ 
ate  also  approved  the  continuation  of 
Dillard’s  eligibility  for  financial  support 
through  the  Black  College  Fund. 

"Approval  for  continued  eligibility  for 
funding  from  the  Black  College  Fund 
means  that  Dillard  has  met  and  contin¬ 


ues  to  meet  certain  academic,  adminis¬ 
trative,  fiscal  and  managerial  guidelines 
and  criteria,"  Dr.  Cook  said. 

The  University  Senate  is  the  official 
educational  advisory  and  accrediting 
agency  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  Senate  conducts  regular  reviews  of 
the  institutions  affiliated  with  the 
Church  to  determine  if  those  affiliations 
should  be  maintained. 


PLEASED  WITH  PROGRESS  —  These  educators  and  students  recently  attended  a  luncheon  in  which  the  success  of  the 
SREB  Program  at  Dillard  was  acknowledged.  Shown  from  1.  to  r.  are:  Dr.  Elton  Harrison,  Dillard  Vice  President  for  Academic 
Affairs  and  Planning  and  Administration;  Mr.  John  Smith,  Area  Three  Superintendent  of  New  Orleans  Public  Schools;  Dr.  Ever¬ 
ett  Williams,  Superintendent,  New  Orleans  Public  Schools;  Kim  Turner,  a  ninth  grade  SREB  program  participant  at  John 
McDonogh  High  School;  Dr.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook,  Dillard  President;  Tiffany  Sumlin,  a  10th  grade  program  participant  at  J.  S. 
Clark  High  School;  and  Miss  Adrienne  Tervalon,  administrator  of  the  SREB  Program  at  Dillard. 


Program  at  Dillard  Working  to  Help  Local 
High  School  Minority  Students  Prepare  for  College 


Adrienne  Tervalon  smiles  when  the 
Southern  Regional  Education  Board  Pro¬ 
gram  at  Dillard  University  is  mentioned. 

Ms.  Tervalon,  an  associate  professor 
of  education  at  Dillard,  heads  the  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  university  and  is  encouraged 
by  the  program’s  first-year  results.  The 
SREB  Program  is  designed  to  help  high- 
risk  minority  students  reach  increased 
college  testing  standards  and  prepare  for 
college.  Dillard,  Winston-Salem  (N.C.) 
State  and  Virginia  Union  Universities 
are  administering  SREB  Programs. 

Starting  this  past  September,  120  stu¬ 
dents  from  Joseph  S.  Clark  and  John 
McDonogh  Senior  High  Schools  were  the 
first  to  participate  in  the  program, 
which  takes  place  at  the  schools  during 
the  school  year  and  at  Dillard  during 
summers.  High  School  teachers  and  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  program  have  access  to  Dil¬ 
lard  facilities,  faculty  and  student  tutors 
year-round. 

"We’re  ultimately  concerned  with  pre¬ 
paring  more  of  our  students  for  college 
and  having  them  graduate  from  the  uni¬ 
versities,”  Tervalon  said.  "We  will  be 
working  with  students  from  Clark  and 
McDonogh  because  of  those  schools’ 


proximity  to  Dillard  and  each  other,  and 
because  of  the  low  number  of  students 
from  those  schools  who  apply  to  col¬ 
lege.” 

Dillard’s  SREB  Program  ha  60  ninth- 
graders  and  60  lOth-graders  —  30  from 
each  school  —  this  year.  Information  fly¬ 
ers  were  sent  to  parents  of  students  at 
the  two  schools  requesting  that  those  in¬ 
terested  in  the  program  apply. 

A  large  part  of  the  program  is  the 
master  teachers  —  nine  from  each 
school  —  who  have  been  identified  by  the 
schools’  principals.  Two  program  coordi¬ 
nators  have  been  identified  to  help  the 
program  run  smoothly.  Dillard  faculty 
and  students  will  assist  as  support  per¬ 
sonnel. 

"The  master  teachers  instruct  in  vari¬ 
ous  curriculum  such  as  math,  English, 
social  studies,  science  and  the  social  sci¬ 
ences,”  Tervalon  said.  “Those  teachers 
will  instruct  the  students  until  they  are 
graduated  from  the  high  schools.” 

Although  the  SREB  is  providing 
$100,000  per  year  in  funding  from  the 
Kenan  Grant,  the  program  adheres  to 
each  state’s  requirements  for  hours  in 
each  subject.  The  program  is  scheduled 


to  be  in  effect  for  five  years,  said  Dr. 
Morris,  who  is  also  president  of  the  New 
Orleans  Chapter  of  the  Association  of 
Black  Psychologists. 

Several  criteria  were  used  to  select 
the  first  participants,  including  grade- 
point  average,  Comprehensive  Test  of 
Basic  Skills  scores  and  scores  in  reading 
and  math. 

"We  looked  for  students  with  at  least  a 
‘C’  average,  who  for  one  reason  or  anoth¬ 
er,  were  not  living  up  to  their  potential,” 
Tervalon  said.  "We  also  looked  for  stu¬ 
dents  with  up-and-down  scores,  students 
with  low  motivation  whom  we  felt  had  a 
lot  of  potential.” 

"The  program  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful.  It  has  everyone  connected  to  it  excit¬ 
ed.  The  students  in  the  program  are 
showing  improvement,  and  we  get  let¬ 
ters  from  parents  often  stating  that 
they’ve  seen  a  noticeable  improvement 
in  their  children’s  study  habits,  grades 
and  self  esteem. 

"And  judging  by  the  response  we’re 
getting  concerning  potential  participants 
for  the  fall,  we  should  see  even  better  re¬ 
sults  next  year.” 


Communications  and  Fine  Arts  Center  Becomes  a  Reality 


Dillard’s  dream  of  its  Communications 
and  Fine  Arts  Center  took  a  giant  step 
closer  to  reality  this  winter. 

That  is  when  the  University  received 
two  grants  totalling  $1.3  million  that  will 
go  toward  construction  of  the  center. 

The  Lilly  Endowment,  Inc.,  recently 
awarded  Dillard  a  $500,000  Dream  of 
Distinction  Grant,  before  the  University 
received  an  $800,000  grant  from  the  Pew 
Charitable  Trusts. 

Lilly  Endowment,  an  Indianapolis- 
based  charitable  foundation,  selected  51 
independent  colleges  and  universities  to 
receive  a  matching  grant  for  a  major  in¬ 
vestment  on  campus.  Dillard  was  select¬ 
ed  because  of  its  capital  campaign  to 
build  the  center.  Efforts  have  begun  to 
raise  the  matching  funds  by  the  Decem¬ 
ber  1989  deadline. 

Thirty-two  accredited  universities  in 


Indiana  and  40  universities  affiliated 
with  the  United  Negro  College  Fund 
were  eligible  for  grants. 

Pew  Charitable  Trusts,  based  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  invited  20  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties  to  apply  for  the  grants. 

“We  are  grateful,  pleased  and  quite 
proud  to  be  the  recipients  of  these  two 
grants  in  particular  because  they  will 
put  us  closer  to  seeing  a  major  project 
come  to  fruition,”  Dillard  President  Dr. 
Samuel  DuBois  Cook  said.  “It  goes  with¬ 
out  question  that  the  Communications 
and  Fine  Arts  Center  will  be  a  tremen¬ 
dous  facility,  one  that  will  enhance  the 
education  of  Dillard’s  students.” 

The  Communications  and  Fine  Arts 
Center  will  be  constructed  on  land  next 
to  Dillard  that  was  obtained  from  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  in  a  1982  land  swap. 
The  center  will  provide  approximately 


50,000  square  feet  of  space  and  will  have 

these  features: 

—  mass  communications  skills 
laboratories  for  print  and  electronic 
journalism; 

—  radio  and  television  production  booths 
and  studios; 

—  provisions  for  a  literary  press,  with 
reporting  laboratories  and  layout 
facilities; 

—  a  music  recording  and  practice  studio; 

—  classrooms  for  art,  music,  English, 
philosophy  and  foreign  languages; 

—  a  multi-purpose  theater  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  250  people; 

—  fine  arts  studios  for  painting, 
sculpture,  ceramics  and  drawing; 

—  exhibition  space  for  art; 

—  and  faculty  and  administrative  office 
space. 
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On  3 he  Way  . . . 


“Trade  with  these  till  I  come.”  Luke  19:13 

Very  few  of  the  sayings  of  Jesus  are  applicable  to  everybody.  For  example, 
he  didn’t  say,  “Sell  all  you  have  and  give  to  the  poor,”  to  a  beggar.  We  go  wrong 
because  we  apply  the  right  saying  to  the  wrong  people.  We  try  to  apply  to 
everyone  what  was  spoken  in  the  first  place  to  a  particular  individual  or  to  a  \ 
unique  situation. 

That  is  why  it  is  not  wise  to  go  around  using  the  sayings  of  Jesus  as  a  proof  - 
text  to  almost  anyone  we  meet. 

This,  I  guess,  is  why  Luke  was  so  careful  to  preface  his  parables  with  the 
setting  in  which  they  were  spoken.  Some  parables  were  hurled  at  the  compla¬ 
cency  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  Some  were  spoken  in  all  gentleness  to 
people  needing  encouragement.  One  is  specifically  addressed  to  those  “who 
were  righteous”  and  “despised  others.” 

This  one  was  spoken  “because  he  was  near  to  Jerusalem,  and  because  they 
supposed  that  the  Kingdom  of  God  was  to  appear  immediately.”  In  other 
words,  it  was  spoken  to  the  impatient! 

One  meaning  of  the  parable  might  be  that  God  is  not  forever  standing  over 
us,  supervising  our  every  move.  God  takes  risks  with  us. 

God  trusts  us  and  entrusts  us  with  gifts,  endowments  and  tasks.  God  takes 
chances  with  us,  and  I  suppose  this  is  the  only  way  we  can  grow  and  develop  in¬ 
wardly. 

But  I  don’t  think  that’s  the  chief  point.  The  chief  point,  it  seems  to  me,  is  in 
the  word  “trade.”  To  the  impatient,  Jesus  says,  “Trade  with  these  till  I  come.” 

The  dictionary  defines  “trade”  as  “the  business  of  buying  and  selling.”  So 
much  of  the  impatience  and  consequent  unhappiness  of  life  stems  from  expect¬ 
ing,  wanting,  to  avail  ourselves  of  what  we  haven’t  “bought,”  and  therefore 
cannot  “trade.” 

Someone  has  said,  “People  who  get  to  a  mountaintop  in  a  cable  car  have  the 
same  view  as  those  who  climbed  it  on  foot ...  but  they  lack  one  thing  ...  the  ef¬ 
fort  it  took  to  get  there.” 

Of  course,  it  is  in  our  relationships  with  others  that  this  word  really  speaks 
to  us.  So  often,  when  we  are  with  other  people,  we  are  not  all  there.  To  be  fully 
present  in  every  encounter  fulfills  another  definition  of  trade:  “One  thing  in 
exchange  for  another.”  When  I  am  fully  present  to  another,  I  am  enriched. 

One  closing  thought:  in  this  parable  everyone  is  given  the  same  amount  with 
which  to  “trade.”  Each  of  us  can  give  meaning  to  every  task  to  which  we  are 
called.  Each  of  us  can  “trade  till  He  comes.” 


Celebrate  Family  Week,  May  1-8 


The  days  between  Children’s  Day  and 
Mother’s  Day  offer  the  church  a  rich 
time  to  lift  up  family  ministries.  The 
United  Methodist  Church  will  be  cele¬ 
brating  Family  Week,  May  1-8,  with  the 
theme  “Families  in  Community.”  This  is 
the  time  the  church  focuses  on  family 
activities  and  events  to  strengthen  fam¬ 
ilies  and  family  life.  It  is  a  time  for  cele¬ 
bration,  for  affirmation,  for  broadening 
our  outlook  concerning  families,  for 
thanksgiving,  for  discovery  and  for 
growth. 


To  help  the  local  church  in  planning, 
both  the  Interpreter  and  Church  School 
Today  offer  excellent  suggestions.  An 
even  better,  more  comprehensive  re¬ 
source  listing  is  the  “Family  Ministry 
Networker”  Spring  1988,  Volume  4, 
Number  2.  It  is  available  from  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship,  Section  on 
Ministry  of  the  Laity,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN.,  37202. 

Copies  may  also  be  obtained  from 
your  Conference  Council  on  Ministries 
Office.  Contact  Dr.  J.  Marion  Braden. 


New  Publication  Offered  on  Heritage 


The  United  Methodist  Church  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  an¬ 
nounces  a  new  publication,  “Worship  in 
the  Methodist  Tradition,”  by  Kenneth  B. 
Bedell. 

Reprinted  in  time  for  “Celebrating 
Our  Heritage  of  Worship”  on  Heritage 
Sunday,  April  24,  this  80-page  booklet 
provides  important  background  for  un¬ 
derstanding  the  role  of  worship  in  United 
Methodism  today.  This  volume  traces 
the  history  of  Methodist  worship  and  rep¬ 
resents  extensive  research  into  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  ideas  that  formed  the  United 
Methodist  tradition. 

Dr.  Bedell  is  currently  the  director  of 
computer  ministries  at  United  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  has  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  pastoral  ministry  and  in 
mission  work.  He  is  a  clergy  member  of 
the  Peninsula  Annual  Conference  and  a 


Ph.D.  candidate  in  sociology  at  Temple 
University. 

The  book  was  originally  issued  by  Tid¬ 
ings  in  1976  and  is  being  reprinted  with 
the  permission  of  Discipleship  Re¬ 
sources. 

The  limited  copies  of  this  reprint  are 
available  only  from  the  Commission  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Archives  and  History  Center 
on  the  campus  of  Drew  University.  Your 
order  should  be  sent  to  the  Commission, 
P.O.  Box  127,  Madison,  N.J.  07940.  The 
price  is  $3.00  (plus  $1.00  for  shipping  and 
handling). 

Additional  suggestions  for  observing 
Heritage  Sunday  in  local  congregations 
are  available  upon  request,  also. 

Related  publications  still  available: 

200  Years  of  United  Methodism 
Through  Music.  1987.  34pp.  $4.00. 

Guidelines  for  An  Old  Fashioned  Sing¬ 
ing  School.  1986. 10pp.  50  cents. 


English  Choir  to  Sing  in  Shreveport 


The  largest  and  most  celebrated  of 
English  cathedral  choirs,  the  Choir  of  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral,  will  be  brought  to 
Shreveport  when  it  makes  its  15-city 
United  States  tour  in  April.  Three  of 
Shreveport’s  leading  institutions,  Cente¬ 
nary  College,  the  Commercial  National 
Bank  and  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  have  joined  together  to  sponsor 
this  famed  choir. 

John  Scott  directs  and  trains  the  choir 
of  30  boy  choristers  and  18  men  and  will 
conduct  the  American  performances. 
Christopher  Dearnley  is  organist  of  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral  and  will  both  accompa¬ 
ny  the  choir  and  perform  solo  works  at 
each  stop.  Queen  Elizabeth  II  is  Patron 
of  the  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  Choir  School 
Foundation  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  the 
Queen  Mother,  is  Patron  of  the  Friends 
of  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  an  organization 
which  is  supporting  the  choir’s  American 
tour. 

St.  Paul's  Cathedral  is  frequently  the 
focus  of  Great  Britian’s  high  moments  of 
celebration,  mourning,  and  thanksgiving, 
and  the  choir  has  sung  at  many  great 
events,  most  recently  at  the  wedding  of 
Prince  Andrew  and  Sarah  Ferguson,  the 
Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales. 

Over  the  centuries,  many  famous 


names  have  been  associated  with  music 
making  at  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  —  Tallis, 
Purcell,  Handel,  Mendelssohn,  Berlioz, 
Bedford,  Bundy  and  Tomkins  to  list  but  a 
few. 

The  first  foreign  tour  by  the  Choir  of 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  was  to  perform  in 
America  36  years  ago,  during  which 
President  Eisenhower  entertained  the 
choir  at  the  White  House.  The  choir’s 
1988  trip  is  its  third  concert  tour  in  the 
United  States,  and,  like  the  previous 
tours,  is  undertaken  not  for  profit  but  for 
goodwill  between  the  two  countries. 

The  St.  Paul’s  Choir  has  a  unique  rela¬ 
tionship  with  the  Methodist  Church  since 
it  was  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  in  London 
where  John  Wesley  entered  and  heard  a 
great  choral  masterpiece  from  the 
Psalms  ("Out  of  the  Depths”)  being  per¬ 
formed.  He  then  returned  to  Aldersgate 
and  reported  that  his  “heart  had  been 
strangely  warmed.” 

The  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  Choir  will 
perform  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Shreveport  on  Tuesday,  April  19, 
at  7:30  p.m.  Tickets  are  available  at  six 
dollars  each  from  the  Hurley  School  of 
Music  at  Centenary  College  and  from  the 
Music  Office  at  First  Methodist.  For  fur¬ 
ther  information,  phone  (318)  424-4373. 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275  APRIL  15,  1988 

Sunday ,  April  24th 

Heritage  Sunday  to  be  Observed 


The  United  Methodist  Church  has  des¬ 
ignated  April  24th  as  Heritage  Sunday,  a 
special  time  to  reflect  on  the  past  and 
the  traditions  of  the  United  Methodist 
worship. 

United  Methodist  worship  varies  so 
much  from  Conference  to  Conference, 
from  church  to  church,  and  from  pastor 
to  pastor.  With  all  of  the  differences  in 
style,  sometimes  we  wonder  whether 


there  is  any  unity  at  the  heart  of  United 
Methodist  worship. 

There  is  such  a  heritage.  It  comes 
from  the  man  who  continues  to  give 
Methodism  its  distinctive  characteristics 
—  John  Wesley. 

Besides  Wesley,  many  other  ancestors 
have  contributed  to  our  faith,  including 
Barbara  Heck,  Phillip  William  Otter- 
bein,  Harry  Hosier,  Jacob  Albright  and 


Mary  McLeod  Bethune,  to  name  only  a 
few.  Yet  we  look  to  John  Wesley  for  a 
clear  statement  of  our  heritage  of  wor¬ 
ship. 

To  begin  with,  Wesley  asserted  that 
every  follower  of  Jesus  must  be  part  of  a 
worshiping  community.  He  made  no  al¬ 
lowance  for  those  who  say,  “I  take  Jesus’ 
advice  and  go  into  my  closet  and  pray.” 

“That’s  fine,”  Wesley  said,  “for  Mon¬ 
day  through  Saturday.  But  on  Sunday 
you  must  link  your  prayers  with  those  of 
a  community  worshiping  God  according 
to  a  form  of  worship  that  is  true  to  the 
Bible,  true  to  the  workings  of  the  human 
mind,  and  true  to  accumulated  human 
experience.” 

Wesley  was  not  content  however, 
merely  to  set  forth  the  basic  guidelines 
for  an  acceptable  form  of  worship: 
Scripture,  tradition,  reason  and  experi¬ 
ence.  He  offered  an  example  in  the  late 
summer  of  1784  by  sending  a  book  of 
worship  to  the  Methodists  in  America. 
He  prepared  that  book  by  making  a  num¬ 
ber  of  changes  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  of  the  Church  of  England,  saying 
that  he  knew  of  no  other  “liturgy  in  the 
world  . . .  which  breathes  more  of  a  solid, 
scriptural,  rational  piety.” 


Those  last  four  words  constitute  the 
heart  of  the  United  Methodist  heritage  of 
worship: 

—  Solid:  true  to  accumulated  Chris¬ 
tian  experience;  not  shifting  with  every 
contemporary  fad 

—  Scriptural,  true  to  the  essential 
message  of  the  Bible,  that  humans  are 
sinners,  saved  by  grace  and  set  on  the 
path  to  holiness  of  life 

—  Rational:  true  to  the  logical  work¬ 
ings  of  the  human  mind,  not  an  ordering 
of  worship  that  has  no  rhyme  or  reason 
to  it 

—  Piety:  all  worship  is  an  act  of  offer¬ 
ing  ourselves  to  God  —  body,  mind  and 
soul. 

In  those  four  words,  solid,  scriptural, 
rational,  piety,  we  capture  the  United 
Methodist  Heritage  of  worship.  It  is  a 
heritage  that  can  be  celebrated  best  by 
being  experienced.  The  best  way  for  a 
congregation  to  experience  it  is  to  plan 
special  Sunday  morning  worship  services 
for  April  24  and  May  1. 


Editor’s  Note:  The  previous  article  is 
an  excerpt  from  an  article  in  the  Febru- 
ary-March  1988  Interpreter. 


Cletmv  the 
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Challenge  the  ^futurd 


A  FISH  Story  —  Methodist  Scholarship  Helps  Students  to  Help  Others 


Although  the  issue  of  world  hunger  is 
of  inherent  concern  to  all  Christians  we 
often  feel  helpless  in  the  face  of  such  a 
large  problem  to  do  anything  of  lasting 
significance  to  help  the  millions  of 
hungry  and  malnourished  people.  There 
is,  however,  something  taking  place  in 
Louisiana  which  is  of  lasting  significance 
and  which  in  a  practical  way  illustrates 
the  ancient  proverb,  “Give  a  man  a  fish 
and  he  eats  for  a  day.  Teach  a  man  to 
fish  and  he  eats  for  life.” 

Through  Louisiana  Methodist  World 
Hunger  Scholarship,  also  known  as  FISH 
(For  Indigenous  Self  Help),  highly  quali¬ 
fied  scientists  from  countries  which  do 
not  produce  enough  food  for  their  own 
people  come  to  the  United  States  to  pur¬ 
sue  advanced  degrees  in  courses  relating 
to  scientific  food  production  and  nutri¬ 
tion.  These  scientist/students  with  long¬ 
term  commitments  return  to  their 
countries  to  apply  their  newly  gained 
knowledge  and  expertise  as  they  work 
with  their  governments  toward  the  elim¬ 
ination  of  the  root  causes  of  hunger  and 
malnutrition. 

Based  at  Louisiana  State  University, 
this  unique  Louisiana  Conference  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  is  under  the  direction  of 
the  person  who  originally  conceived  the 
idea  of  such  a  program.  Dr.  William  H. 
Patrick  Jr.,  Boyd  Professor  of  Marine 
Sciences  at  LSU.  The  program,  with  the 
generous  support  of  individuals  and 
churches  throughout  our  Conference,  is 


already  responsible  for  seven  scientists' 
receiving  their  Ph.D.s  and  returning  to 
work  in  their  own  countries,  and  there 
are  others  who  will  be  graduating  soon. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  FISH  Advi¬ 
sory  Committee,  six  of  the  scientist/stu¬ 
dents  were  present  to  tell  about 
themselves,  their  studies,  and  what  they 
intended  to  do  after  graduation.  A  listen¬ 
er -could  not  help  but  be  impressed,  not 
only  with  the  excellence  of  the  FISH  pro¬ 
gram,  but  by  the  fact  that,  assembled  in 
that  room,  were  some  of  the  world’s 
brightest  most  capable  (each  had  been 
selected  from  a  long  list  of  applicants) 
people  in  their  fields.  Each  was  a  person 
who  in  the  future  could  be  highly  instru¬ 
mental  in  shaping  his  country’s  ability  to 
find  permanent  solutions  to  hunger  and 
malnutrition  problems. 

One  such  person,  Veronica  Castro-Sabu- 
larse,  from  the  Philippines,  is  expecting 
to  complete  her  Ph.D.  in  food  science 
this  summer.  Her  dissertation  is  based 
on  research  done  on  irradiation  of  brown 
rice  in  order  to  improve  its  shelf  life.  Af¬ 
ter  graduation,  she  will  be  resuming  her 
duties  and  responsibilities  as  a  faculty 
member  at  the  Institute  of  Chemistry, 
University  of  the  Philippines  at  Los 
Banos,  and  in  so  doing  will  be  multiply¬ 
ing  what  she  has  received  at  LSU  as  she 
teaches  others  “to  fish.”  She  also  plans  to 
continue  to  be  involved  in  research,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  area  of  food  chemistry. 


Veronica  has  been  the  recipient  of 
many  honors  and  awards  and  has  served 
as  an  active  member  of  a  number  of  hon¬ 
or  societies,  and  professional  and  student 
organizations.  She  comes  from  a  family 
of  scientists,  engineers  and  teachers.  She 
and  her  husband  Dario  have  two  sons, 
ages  13  and  10. 

Additional  information  about  Louisi¬ 
ana  MeJhpdist  World  Hunger  Scholarship 


(FISH)  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  Dr 
Patrick  at  the  Department  of  Marine 
Sciences,  LSU.  Any  church,  individual  or 
group  wishing  to  become  a  part  of  this 
meaningful  approach  to  the  problem  of 
world  hunger  may  do  so  by  sending  fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  through  the  Conference 
Treasurer.  As  with  all  Advance  Specials, 
100  percent  of  each  gift  goes  to  the  proj¬ 
ect. 


LEARNING  TO  HELP  —  The  Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hunger  Scholarship 
(FISH)  allows  students  to  study  and  learn  methods  of  helping  to  alleviate  world  hun¬ 
ger.  Veronica  Castro-Sabularse  is  one  such  student  from  the  Philippines,  who  will 
receive  her  masters  from  LSU  this  summer. 


r 


Around  the  Conference 


NEW  UMW  UNIT  —  Officers  were  installed  at  the  new  local  UMW  unit  of  Grand 
Chenier  UMC  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  on  March  26,  by  Mary  Lou  France  Dis¬ 
trict  President  and  Julia  Heard,  District  Membership  Chairperson.  Officers  are  as 
follows;  Ada  Broussard,  president;  Nancy  Claire  Boudreaux,  vice-president;  Hilda 
Grain,  secretary;  Frances  Tabor,  treasurer;  Coral  Perry,  program  resource;  Glenda 
McPherson,  program  resource;  and  Jo  Ann  Doxey  and  Nancy  Nunez,  chairpersons 
on  membership. 


CELEBRATING  SERVICE  —  United  Methodist  churches  in  the  Shreveport  and 
Ruston  districts  had  68  representatives  attending  the  Bishop’s  Dinner  for  the  Youth 
Serving  Ministries  at  First  UMC  in  Bossier  City.  The  purpose  of  this  dinner  was  to 
inform  the  local  churches  of  the  advantages  and  needs  of  incorporating  Boy  Scouts, 
Girl  Scouts,  Campfire,  and  4-H  in  their  programs.  Pictured  are  1.  to  r.,  Doug  Smith, 
Boy  Scout  Coordinator  for  the  Shreveport  district,  Rev.  Henry  Bowdon,  Conference 
Coordinator  for  Youth  Serving  Ministries,  Carolyn  Gardner,  Girl  Scout  Coordinator 
for  the  Shreveport  district  and  Dave  Worley,  Scouting  Ministries  Coordinator  from 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 


DEDICATION  —  Magnolia  UMC  formally  dedicated  its  Family  Life  Center  by 
naming  it  the  Robert  D.  Baker  Family  Life  Center.  Pictured  are  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Baker  being  presented  the  plaque  dedicating  the  building  by  Mr.  Moe  Burke. 
These  two  gentlemen  and  Mr.  Chippy  Chapman  were  supported  in  the  construction 
of  the  Center  by  a  very  appreciative  congregation. 


ROSY  SMILE  —  Mrs.  Patricia  Stephens,  a  member  of  Francis  Asbury  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge,  was  recently  honored  as  State  Middle  School  Principal  of  the  Year. 
Mrs.  Stephens  is  principal  of  Prescott  Middle  School  which  served  as  the  pilot 
school  for  the  Methodists  in  Middle  Schools  program.  Rev.  Kathy  Schaffhauser. 
background,  pastor  of  Francis  Asbury  presented  Mrs.  Stephens  with  a  bouquet  of 
roses  in  recognition  of  her  award. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Editorial 


Here  I  Stand 


APRIL  15,  1988 


Let’s  get  rid  of  unintended  signs  Come  on,  guys,  come  clean  on  ‘Declaration’! 


Humor  often  masks  unpleasant  truths. 

A  good  example  is  the  scene  in  the  ad¬ 
jacent  photograph  showing  a  "Please  do 
not  enter"  sign  in  front  of  a  church. 

The  photograph  was  submitted  recent¬ 
ly  by  the  Rev.  William  Sanford  of 
Atwater.  Calif.,  who  thought  we  would 
find  the  sign's  apparently  unintentional 
message  amusing.  We  did. 

Soon  after  we  received  the  photo,  a 
brief,  unsigned  news  article  came  to  our 
attention  that  jolted  us  from  amusement 
to  concern.  It  appears  in  the  most  recent 
issue  of  "International  Christian  Digest." 

The  article  offers  a  disturbing  remind¬ 
er  that  local  churches  often  erect  "un¬ 
seen  signs”  that  say,  in  effect,  to 
would-be  participants:  "Please  do  not  en¬ 
ter.”  By  implication,  the  article  suggests 
that  congregations  should  identify  such 
unintended  signs  and  remove  them. 

We  agree. 

What  are  some  of  those  “unintended 
signs"?  The  "International  Christian  Di¬ 
gest"  article  identifies  three: 

•  “Unless  you  know  your  way  around 
here,  you’re  not  welcome." 

Who  can’t  identify  with  the  uncomfort¬ 
able  feeling  newcomers  experience  when 
they  don't  know  where  Sunday  school 
\  classes  are  held,  where  the  nursery  is  or 
where  restrooms  are  located? 

Or,  how  can  people  feel  welcome  when 
they  don’t  "know  their  way  around"  a 
;  congregation’s  customs— say,  the  way  it 
celebrates  the  Lord’s  Supper,  whether  it 
sings  “Amen”  at  the  end  of  hymns  or 
how  it  sees  its  purpose  and  mission  as 
part  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

Congregations  that  work  to  provide 
;  clear  signs— written  and  verbal— that 
tell  where  things  are  and  how  things  get 
done  are  more  likely  than  those  that  do 
not  to  make  visitors  feel  at  ease  and  to 
encourage  them  to  become  members. 

•“Parents  of  the  ’80s  can  keep  on 
shopping  for  a  safe  church.” 

That  sign  is  displayed  if  a  church  lo¬ 
cates  its  nursery  or  classrooms  for  young 
children  in  potentially  unsafe  areas— say, 
near  a  furnace  room — or  doesn't  equip 
such  facilities  with  safe  furniture  and  toys. 

How  many  young  families  are  “turned 
off"  by  such  signs?  The  numbers  are 
likely  to  be  far  more  than  we  imagine— 
and  with  good  reason.  A  church  that 
doesn’t  show  that  it  cares  for  the  well-be¬ 
ing  of  its  youngest  participants  hardly 
deserves  to  attract  the  interest  of  their 
parents. 

By  contrast,  a  church  that  shows  prop¬ 
er  concern  for  children  is  likely  to  con¬ 
vey  similar  sensitivity  in  all  aspects  of 
its  ministry. 

•  “If  you  have  school-age  children,  we 
dou’t  expect  you  to  come  to  church  iq 
the  summer.” 

That’s  the  sign  displayed  by  a  church 
that  offers  no  regular  Sunday  school  and 
youth  activities  for  young  people  and/or 
no  special  activities  such  as  “vacation 
Bible  school." 

Regrettably,  many  congregations  shut 
down  their  outreach  to  young  people  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer.  When  that  occurs,  it 
should  be  no  surprise  that  adult  partici- 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  r erse — of  the  following: 

"Do  not  be  deceived;  God  is  not 
mocked,  for  whatever  a  man  sows,  that 
he  will  also  reap." 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  John  13:34) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  18 

Monday:  Psalms  4:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  4:6-8 
Wednesday:  Acts  3:12-19 
Thursday:  1  John  3:1-3 
Friday:  1  John  3:4-7 
Saturday:  Luke  24:35-43 
Sunday:  Luke  24:44-48 
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A  recent  article  in  the  “International 
Christian  Digest"  offers  a  disturbing  re¬ 
minder  that  local  churches  often  erect 
“unseen  signs”  that  say,  in  effect,  to 
would-be  participants:  “Please  do  not 
enter."  Congregations  should  identify 
such  unintended  signs  and  remove  them. 

pation  also  dips  during  those  months— 
sometimes  not  to  be  reactivated  even 
when  activities  start  up  again  in  the  fall. 

Churches  that  reach  out  to  young  peo¬ 
ple  on  a  year-around  basis  typically 
don’t  have  that  problem.  The  sign  they 
display  says:  “Following  Christ  is  a  12- 
months-per-year  commitment.”  That 
commitment  almost  inevitably  has  a 
positive  impact  on  the  church’s  adult 
members  as  well  as  the  youth. 

Are  any  of  these  “Please  do  not  enter" 
signs  displayed  in  your  church?  What  can 
you  do  to  change  them  to  signs  that  wel¬ 
come  people  to  become  a  part  of  your 
congregation’s  fellowship? 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


By  RICHARD  C.  BUSH 

Recent  mail  brought  a  letter  from  a 
group  of  outstanding  United  Methodist 
pastors  claiming  that  the  UMC  is  "under 
great  and  unusual  I 
pressure  to  abandon 
the  truths  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  historic  | 

Christian  faith.” 

The  paragraphs *  1 
that  follow  refer  to 
only  three  truths  un¬ 
der  attack:  the  pri-  1 
macy  of  Scripture,  Richard  Bush 
the  trinitarian  understanding  of  God  and 
the  church’s  position  on  homosexuality. 

The  sweeping  character  of  the  first 
paragraph  remains:  Those  who  attack  our 
historic  Christian  faith,  who  would  accom¬ 
modate  it  to  our  culture  and  who  regard 
those  who  disagree  as  “intolerant  and  big¬ 
oted,”  would  make  of  United  Methodism 
"a  sect  or  an  apostate  church.” 

Come  on,  guys.  Come  clean. 

Who’s  attacking  the  faith? 

Who’s  attacking  the  historic  Christian 
faith  and  leading  us  down  the  sectarian, 
apostate  road?  Is  it  bishops,  tail-steeple 
preachers,  leading  laymen,  the  United 
Methodist  Women,  liberals,  conservatives, 
charismatics,  Good  News,  the  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  caucus,  seminary  professors? 

That  last  one  rings  a  bell!  It  must  be 
the  Rev.  Albert  Outler  and  company. 
They  brought  forth  the  Wesleyan  Quadri¬ 
lateral  in  1972  and  have  since  provoked 
such  innuendo,  veiled  references  to  those 
who  abandon  the  historic  faith  and  such 
claims  as  “the  integrity  of  the  Wesleyan 
tradition  is  at  stake." 

In  my  college  days  I  knew  a  young 
Baptist  preacher  who  said  there  were  no 
doctrinal  problems  in  his  denomination. 
“Our  doctrine  is  just  the  New  Testa¬ 
ment.”  Wow,  I  thought.  No  problems! 

I  still  say  “Wow”  as  I  look  at  the 
Southern  Baptists  today,  torn  apart  by 


the  insistence  of  powerful  leaders  that 
Scripture  is  inerrant.  With  that  position 
Baptist  pastors,  college  and  seminary 
professors,  board  officials,  and  just 
about  everybody  must  agree. 

A  foundation  for  1992  debate? 

The  new  proposal  about  primacy  of 
Scripture,  supported  by  those  who 
framed  the  Houston  Declaration,  with 
only  a  tag  line  about  tradition,  scholarly 
inquiry  and  personal  insight,  if  approved 
at  St.  Louis,  could  well  be  the  foundation 
for  a  debate  in  1992  on  how  Scripture 
shall  be  interpreted. 

Are  the  next  steps  a  new  literalism, 
then  insistence  on  inerrancy,  joining  hands 
with  the  Baptists  of  the  mid- ’80s  and  the 
Missouri  Synod  Lutherans  of  the  mid- 70s? 

Although  we  do  not  have  a  stenograph¬ 
ic  report,  there  is  good  authority  for  Lu¬ 
ther  saying  at  the  Diet  of  Worms: 
“Unless  I  am  convicted  of  error  by  the 
testimony  of  Scripture  or  ...  by  manifest 
reasoning.!  stand  convicted  by  the 
Scripture  . . .  and  will  not  recant  any¬ 
thing"  (Bettenson’s  “Documents,"  p.  285. 
Emphasis  added). 

Karl  Barth  developed  a  theology  of  the 
word  of  God,  his  many-volumed  “Church 
Dogmatics”  being  as  solidly  biblical  as 
anything  one  may  find. 

But  one  doesn’t  read  very  far  before 
realizing  that  his  is  a  tightly  reasoned 
argument.  If  only  he  had  drawn  more  on 
human  religious  experience,  which  em¬ 
phasis  he  opposed  in  Schleiermacher, 
and  on  Christian  tradition  other  than  the 
Reformed. 

One  of  the  signers  of  the  Houston  Dec¬ 
laration  spoke  recently  at  a  church  in 
our  town.  I  was  unable  to  attend,  but  a 
friend  of  mine  who  heard  all  of  the  visi¬ 
tor’s  sermons  says  that  they  involved  no 
exposition  of  biblical  texts. 

Rather,  they  consisted  of  good  stories 
of  the  preacher’s  experience  and  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  others,  strung  together  in  a 


way  that  was  well  received  by  those  who 
attended.  Fine.  But  let’s  not  pretend  that 
the  Bible  is  primary  when  the  preached 
word  is  based  more  on  experience. 

I  affirm  the  Trinity 

I  affirm  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity, 
have  preached  on  it  many  times  and  re¬ 
gard  it  as  extremely  helpful  in  articulat¬ 
ing  a  theology  of  the  world’s  religions 
and  the  mission  of  the  church. 

In  my  years  as  a  pastor,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  I  have  listened  to  countless 
people  in  and  out  of  the  church  who  are 
puzzled  by  the  traditional  rendering  of 
“Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit.”  They  have 
appreciated  my  efforts  to  understand  the 
Trinity  as  a  way  of  saying  that  God  re¬ 
veals,  speaks  to  us,  relates  to  us,  works 
with  us  in  three  basic  ways:  creating, 
saving,  inspiring.. 

Were  I  to  serle  as  a  pastor  again,  I 
probably  would  use  the  age-old  formula, 
but  I  appreciate  and  applaud  those  who 
are  struggling!  to|  use  language  that  is  a 
bit  more  comprehensible  to  the  world 
around  us.  In  any  time,  and  particularly 
in  an  age  concerned  with  sexist  lan¬ 
guage,  "Creator,  Redeemer  and  Sustain- 
er”  is  a  clear,  understandable  option  for 
refering  to  the  Trinity. 

I  shall  leave  the  issue  of  ordaining 
avowed  homosexuals  to  those  who  have 
studied  that  problem  longer  and  more 
carefully  than  I  have.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  homosexuals  should  not  be  or¬ 
dained,  but  I  also  think  that  the  last  word 
has  not  been  said. 

Too  much  has  been  contributed  to  the 
arts,  the  church,  the  university  and  soci¬ 
ety  at  large  by  homosexuals  for  anyone 
to  say  that  one  formula  takes  care  of  the 
problem. 

Three  apostolic  norms  emerged 

As  the  early  church  struggled  with 
heresy  and  immorality  and  a  host  of 
problems,  three  apostolic  norms 


emerged,  which  one  might  say  still  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church: 
Scripture,  creeds  and  bishops.  The  foQr 
norms  of  the  Wesleyan  Quadrilateral 
constitute  a  better  formulation  in  my 
judgment  and  should  be  continued. 

To  follow  norms  of  Scripture,  tradi¬ 
tion,  experience  and  reason,  with  Scrip¬ 
ture  first  and  foremost,  means  that 
along  with  Scripture  one  may  draw 
heavily  from  the  other  three. 

When  a  preacher,  after  a  quick  glance 
at  a  text,  devotes  his  sermon  to  telling  ex¬ 
perience-based  stories,  he  actually  is  fol¬ 
lowing  the  Quadrilateral  and  side-stepping 
the  new  statement  with  its  heavy  empha¬ 
sis  on  the  primacy  of  Scripture. 

When  a  group  of  pastors  is  disturbed 
by  the  use  of  “Creator,  Redeemer,  Sus- 
tainer,"  it  is  turning  to  tradition  as  well 
as  to  Scripture  to  defend  the  true  faith 
and  thus  is  standing  on  the  primacy  of 
more  than  Scripture. 

To  focus  on  Scripture  or  tradition  or 
reason  or  experience  as  the  be-all  and  end- 
all  is  to  become  a  sect  and  even  to  deny 
the  fullness  of  faith,  which  is  apostasy. 

After  16  years  the  Wesleyan  Quadrilat¬ 
eral  may  need  a  few  minor  changes.  We 
should  take  care,  however,  not  to  distort 
one  of  the  most  profound  and  practical 
statements  of  Christian  norms  or  stand¬ 
ards  in  our  time.  The  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion  notwithstanding,  it  is  far  superior  to 
the  new  proposal. 

"Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Richard  C.  Bush 
is  a  clergy  member  of  the  Oklahoma  An¬ 
nual  Conference  under  special  appoint¬ 
ment  as  dean  of  the  School  of  Religion  at 
Oklahoma  City  University. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  " Here 
I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Have  UM  peace  advocates  been  baptized  in  Volga? 


To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  Associate  Editor  Glen 
Larum ’s  March  18  article  on  George  Bal¬ 
dwin  headlined,  “Arms  flight  on  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  ‘got  to  me,’  ”  I  read  an  article  on 
page  74  in  the  April  issue  of  “Readers’  Di¬ 
gest”  entitled,  "Nicaragua’s  Secret  Plan.” 

I  know  that  the  UMC  has  a  very  offi¬ 
cial/unofficial  policy  of  supporting  left¬ 
ist  revolutions  that  makes  it  the  darling 
of  Bolsheviks  everywhere.  I  also  know 
the  constant  equating  of  Christianity 
with  a  Bolshevik  revolution  is  complete 
balderdash. 

In  the  history  of  the  world  there  has 
never  been  a  more  un-Christian  group  of 
liars  and  murderers  than  the  made-in- 
Moscow  Bolsheviks.  In  Nicaragua  they 
use  the  name  Sandinista,  and  that  is  the 
sole  difference.  But  there  is  one  thing 
worse:  People  who  use  God  and  His 
church  to  advance  the  cause  of  this  mur¬ 
derous  system. 

As  for  Mr.  Baldwin,  he  is  just  one  more 
person  doing  his  worst  to  advance  the  San¬ 
dinista  revolution  by  opposing  any  effec¬ 
tive  opposition,  and  that  is  the  equivalent 
of  being  a  disciple  of  Karl  Marx. 

As  to  the  Peace  with  Justice  Project  of 
the  UM  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  ...  in  what  part  of  the  Volga  River 
were  they  baptized? 

C.  D.  Maxwell 
Ocala,  Florida 

New  Bible  feature  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  delighted  with  the  new  editorial 
page  column,  “Know  your  Bible?"  It’s  a 
step  in  the  right  direction— getting  in 
touch  again  with  the  firm  foundations: 
Scripture,  evangelism  and  salvation. 

I  already  do  daily  Bible  study  but  will 
look  forward  to  the  quiz  section  of  the 
new  column  each  week. 

Alice  G.  Crane 
Napa,  California 

I  like  the  challenge 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  my  first  time  to  write  to  the 
editor.  I  just  want  to  say  how  much  I  like 
the  new  column,  “Know  your  Bible?”  I 
read  the  Bible  daily  but  liked  the  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  question. 

Hope  to  see  more  of  this  in  the  future. 

Freda  Lovett 
Murray,  Kentucky 

Thanks  for  helping 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  a  note  of  appreciation  for  the  dai¬ 
ly  Bible  readings  and  the  Scripture  to 
look  up  (see  UMR,  “Know  your  Bible?” 
column). 


We  are  happy  to  see  our  church  news¬ 
paper  helping  people  know  where  to  turn 
in  the  Bible  for  help  in  daily  living. 

Bob  and  Mary  McCreless 
Fort  Worth,  Texas 

Editorial  challenged 

To  the  Editor: 

This  refers  to  the  March  18  editorial 
headlined,  “Healing  and  the  ‘magic  in¬ 
gredient.’  ” 

Many  secular  organizations  that  sup¬ 
port  national  and  international  programs 
that  seek  to  alleviate  disease,  hunger, 
etc.  will  take  exception  to  your  state¬ 
ment,  “Nor  has  any  group  or  institution 
in  society  replaced  the  Christian  church 
as  the  primary  advocate  of  and  witness 
to  the  need  for  compassion.”  Their  con¬ 
tributions  in  this  area  are  immense. 

If  it  is  God’s  will,  He  will  cure  an  ill¬ 
ness  or  mend  an  injury,  whether  that 
person  is  prayed  for  or  not.  In  fact,  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  only  a  small  minority  of  people 
are  prayed  for  during  their  recovery 
from  these  conditions. 

It  is  true  that  counseling  and  prayers 
by  a  believer  will  often  relieve  anxiety 
when  health  is  threatened  and  thus  de¬ 
serve  a  place  in  therapy. 

But  God  doesn’t  require  such  action  to 
effect  a  recovery.  Jesus’  primary  pur¬ 
pose  on  earth  was  to  correct  people’s  re¬ 
lationships  with  His  Father  rather  than 
cure  health  problems,  for  example,  the 
thief  on  the  cross  who  repented. 

W.  E.  Roberts 
San  Carlos,  California 

Is  he  really  retired? 

To  the  Editor: 

Having  read  Clifford  Zirkel’s  March  25 
article  attacking  biblical  literalists  who 
fail  to  possess  his  liberal  “enlighten¬ 
ment,"  I  was  surprised  to  read  that  he 
had  retired. 

I  thought  he  was  still  preaching  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  churches  that  I  know  . . .  which 
is  why,  of  course,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  dying. 

Kenneth  C.  Hamrick 
Thurmont,  Maryland 

Ad  was  intolerable 

To  the  Editor: 

Because  I  choose  to  belong  to  a  non- 
doctrinal  church,  I  expect  others  in  the 
community  of  faith  to  disagree  with  me. 

I  cannot  quietly  tolerate,  however,  the 
outrageous  example  of  un-Christian  big¬ 
otry  entitled  "Call  To  Action”  in  the 
March  25  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

This  section  of  the  page,  marked  off 
from  the  news  only  by  a  border  for  clip- 

My  Witness 


I'M  SORED  GTlfF— 
THERE'S  HOTHlHCr 
TO  VO 


IVE  COT  TO  OO 
SOMEWHEg-P/EM 
IF  rrs  TO 
CBUBC* 


FOROWE  ME,  60p- 
I  PIPH'T  MEArt 
IT  THE  WAY 
IT  4O0NDED 


ping,  calls  for  non-ordination  of  homo¬ 
sexuals. 

I  assume  that  this  blatant  piece  of  ho¬ 
mophobia  and  paranoid  projection,  with 
its  sanctimonious  misuse  of  pious 
phrases  and  allusions  to  the  usual  un¬ 
named  concerned  people,  was  a  paid  ad. 
The  Reporter  certainly  does  not  say  so. 

It  is  peculiarly  appropriate,  I  suppose, 
that  these  leaders  in  the  traditional 
church .  have  chosen  Easter  season  to 
vent  their  hostility  against  Christians 
whom  they  wish  to  bar  from  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  hierarchy  of  the  church. 

The  precedent  for  this  behavior  goes 
back  to  the  first  Holy  Week  when  other 
fearful  leaders  of  the  traditional  church 
incited  crowds  to  “Crucify  Him.” 

Patricia  M.  Emerich 
Plainfield,  Illinois 

Quotes  called  ‘inaccurate’ 

To  the  Editor: 

The  March  11  issue  attributes  inaccu¬ 
rate  quotations  to  me. 

An  article  about  a  proposal  to  remove 
the  name  of  a  membership  organization 
from  Book  of  Discipline  legislation  on 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  Department 
says  I  “said  the  proposed  legislation  is  in¬ 
tended  to  distance  the  . . .  church  from  the 
association  and  its  agencies.” 

The  error  is  that  I  said  nothing  about 
“agencies,”  which  I  take  to  mean  hospi¬ 
tals  and  homes.  The  legislation  refers 
only  to  an  association,  not  to  hospitals 
and  homes. 

I  also  did  not  say  “that  no  other  . . . 
groups,  including  . . .  the  Department’s 
own  . . .  Community  of  Healing  Minis¬ 
tries,  are  listed  in  the  Discipline.”  I  did 
say  that  they  are  not  listed  in  the  part  of 
the  Discipline  on  the  Health  and  Welfare 
Department. 


The  department  does  an  ever-increas¬ 
ing  amount  of  work  with  hospitals  and 
homes  because  they  are  related  to  annual 
conferences.  The  language  change  is  re¬ 
quired  because  at  the  time  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference-approved  restructure  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
in  1983,  the  association  chose  to  separate 
from  the  department. 

John  A.  Murdock 
New  York,  New  York 

Hurrah  for  Bishop  Wilke 

To  the  Editor: 

Truer  words  were  never  spoken  than 
those  by  Bishop  Richard  Wilke  in  the 
March  11  “Here  I  Stand”  column  about 
laypeople  who  don’t  want  their  churches 
to  grow. 

Hurrah  for  him!  Mostly  for  putting  a 
lot  of  new  members’  thoughts  into  words. 
He  hit  the  nail  on  the  head— pardon  the 
old  cliche,  but,  oh,  how  true! 

If  we  only  had  the  answer  to  this  ever¬ 
present  problem. 

Hettie  Barker 
Frederick,  Maryland 

Drugs  in  the  garden? 

To  the  Editor: 

What  do  trained  theologians  think 
about  the  possibility  that  the  story  of  the 


Garden  of  Eden  refers  in  part  to  a  fruit 
that  altered  the  mental  state? 

The  use  of  drugs  has  reached  such 
huge  proportions  in  our  country.  I  won¬ 
der  if  any  neighborhood  has  escaped  be¬ 
ing  touched  by  drug  users. 

Primitive  people,  in  some  instances, 
use  substances  in  a  ritualistic  way.  In  al¬ 
tering  the  mental  state,  contact  with  God 
would  be  blocked.  So  I’m  wondering  if 
the  original  sin  was  substance  abuse,  and 
if  in  using  drugs,  the  father  and  mother 
of  the  human  race  (whether  literal  or  al¬ 
legorical)  disobeyed  God  by  being  en¬ 
ticed  to  use  a  mind-altering  substance. 

I  really  don’t  see  how  this  problem  is 
going  to  be  successfully  overcome  out¬ 
side  a  religious  framework.  If  children 
cannot  be  taught  that  their  bodies  are 
temples  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  abusing 
their  bodies  is  spiritually  wrong,  how  is 
the  use  of  drugs  going  to  made  taboo? 

Not  having  a  background  in  theology,  I 
would  like  to  see  this  suggestion  of  Eve’s 
seduction  by  Satan  discussed  by  someone 
who  is  trained  in  Bible  study. 

Ruth  M.  Andrews 
Maryville,  Tennessee 

Replace  fear  with  facts 

To  the  Editor: 

“Fear"  should  be  replaced  by  “facts”  in 
dealing  with  AIDS  (see  UMR,  March  25). 
But  how  will  our  youths  (as  well  as  adults) 
handle  this  problem  if  we  keep  the  infor¬ 
mation  from  them  as  a  part  of  our  “head 
in  the  sand”  attitude  about  sex? 

The  American  Red  Cross  has  a  film, 
“Letter  from  Brian,”  that  is  a  factual  open 
film.  It  could  lead  to  positive  discussion  on 
the  subject.  Yet  my  church  does  not  want 
to  use  it  even  though  as  a  Red  Cross 
speaker  I  have  presented  it  to  a  Lutheran 
church.  It  seems  to  have  a  complete  sexu¬ 
al  education  program  for  children  from 
grade  one  through  high  school. 

Your  cartoon  of  several  weeks  ago  js 
sadly  true.  The  church  must  have  a  new 
idea  about  sex  and  admit  it  exists!  Let's 
give  our  youths  moral  courage  and  facts  so 
they  can  say  no  to  sex  as  well  as  drugs. 

Margaret  P.  James 
Liberty,  Missouri 


An  affirmation  of  United  Methodism 


By  LARRY  CASTILLO- WILSON 
I  affirm  United  Methodism  as  a  coura¬ 
geous  way  of  following  Jesus  Christ  that 
is  intellectually  hon¬ 
est  and  spiritually  in¬ 
tense.  „  f  :  a  _ 

I  affirm  UnitedB^  v  "j 

Methodism’s  moral 
attempts  to  lead  so-|l^^ 
ciety  down  paths  of^^_ 
righteousness  and  WKt  X' 

through  overflowing  I 
streams  of  justice.  L.  Castillo-Wilson 
I  affirm  the  enduring  meaning  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  as  a  yearning  to  enshrine 
the  genius  of  the  mind  of  Christ  within 
the  methods  of  a  human  institution. 

I  affirm  United  Methodism’s  willing¬ 


ness  to  experiment  with  innovative 
forms  of  expressing  God’s  love  in  action. 

I  affirm  United  Methodism’s  openness 
to  the  ever  widening  possibilities  and  ho¬ 
rizons  of  the  Christian  faith. 

I  affirm  a  United  Methodism  that 
blows  like  a  gentle  breeze  of  fresh  air 
from  generation  to  generation. 

I  affirm  United  Methodism’s  dream  of 
a  Christian  love  that  can  dare  to  dis¬ 
agree  deeply  yet  cherish  those  who 
differ. 

I  affirm  that  United  Methodism’s  cre¬ 
ative  interweaving  of  ideas,  cultures 
and  languages  is  a  wondrous  work  of 
God. 

I  affirm  that  United  Methodism  is  one 


of  God’s  best  hopes  for  transposing  the 
kingdom  of  God  into  the  life  of  the 
world. 

I  affirm  the  future  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  because  I  affirm  the  ever¬ 
lasting  creativity  of  God. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  Christian  life. 
The  Rev.  Larry  Castillo-Wilson  is  pastor 
of  Fort  Davis  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Fort  Davis.  Texas  (New  Mexico  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Acclaimed  Houston  TV 
Preacher/ Pastor  Shorn  You 
How  to  Avoid  That  Empty 
Feeling — 

Seizing  the 
Moments  j 

Making  the  Most  of 
Life’s  Opportunities 

By  James  W.  Moore,  senior  minister  at  St. 

Luke's  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston; 
recipientoftheJ.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.  Preaching 
Award.  Dr.  Moore’s  sermons  are  broadcast  on 
KPRC-TV,  Houston’s  NBC  affiliate. 

If  your  life  is  filled  with  "might  have  beens,"  you 
will  find  guidance  toward  a  more  satisfying  life 
in  James  W.  Moore’s  new  book.  He  shows  you 
how  to  turn  your  golden  opportunities,  your 
crucial  moments,  into  dreams  that  did  come 
true.  Don't  let  another  opportunity  slip  away! 

Abingdon. 

A01-371S2X.  Cloth,  S11.95 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  10  change.  Add  sales  lax  where  applicable  Transportation  extra. 


hUangtheMost 

oflMe'sOpixirtu'mties 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

©Cokesbury 

Book*  •  Bible*  •  Church  Supplle*  / 


ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 


P-086-UMR 

Uk  your  Cokesbury  tt 


.  ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 
ni,  American  EipreM,  Vila,  Ducover,  or  MajlerCard  Call  Monday- Friday.  7:30-5:00  Central  ti: 
8:30-4:30  Pacific  time 
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Publishing  House  cancels  plan  on  controversial  book 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— An  “intensified  atmosphere” 
ground  issues  of  homosexuality  to  come  before 
the  United  Methodist  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis,  April  26-May  6,  has  resulted  in  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House’s  cancelling  release 
of  a  book  set  for  May. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  and  publisher, 
said  March  30  that  the  Publishing  House  will  not 
.publish  "Living  in  Sin?  A  Bishop  Rethinks  Hu¬ 
man  Sexuality,”  by  Episcopalian  Bishop  John 
Shelby  Spong. 

However,  a  Harper  &  Row  official  announced 
last  week  that  the  New  York-based  firm  would 
publish  Bishop  Spong’s  book  under  the  same  ti- 
,  tie,  with  a  projected  May  15  publication  date. 

“We  are  very  pleased  to  be  the  unexpected  pub¬ 
lisher  of  this  bold,  important  and  constructive 
book,”  the  Harper  &  Row  spokesperson  said. 

Bishop  Spong  is  episcopal  leader  of  Newark 


(N.J.)  of  The  Episcopal  Church. 

Dr.  Feaster  said  the  emotionally  charged  at¬ 
mosphere  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  makes 
difficult  the  Publishing  House’s  fulfillment  of  its 
primary  mission. 

He  said  that  mission  is  to  publish  "materials 
that  encourage  thoughtful  discussion  and  under¬ 
standing  of  issues  confronting  Christian  people.” 

In  a  prepared  statement,  Dr.  Feaster  ad- 
ded:“We  believe  that  the  General  Conference 
and  other  groups  within  the  life  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  best  served  by  a  mo¬ 
derating  climate  that  promotes  careful,  prayer¬ 
ful,  and  reconciling  discussion  of  these  matters.” 

"We  want  to  make  helpful  contributions  to 
current  debates,  not  simply  stoke  the  fires  of 
discord,”  he  continued. 

"While  the  Publishing  House  planned  to  publish 
“Living  In  Sin?”  to  encourage  vigorous  debate,  it 
has  been  determined  that  the  church’s  publisher 


could  appear  to  be  aggravating  fierce  controversy 
rather  than  helping  to  find  solutions.” 

Dr.  Feaster  told  United  Methodist  News  Ser¬ 
vice  that  an  “enormous  amount”  of  comment  on 
the  book  has  been  received  since  advertisements 
appeared  in  church  publications  and  excerpts 
were  published  in  "Circuit  Rider,”  a  magazine 
for  clergy  produced  by  the  Publishing  House. 

“What  is  most  important  is  that  the  church 
have  the  time  and  climate  in  which  to  forge 
theologically  informed  views  on  human  sexual¬ 
ity  and  ministry,”  Dr.  Feaster  said. 

He  added:  "We  intend  our  publishing  program 
to  be  perceived  as  one  that  contributes  to  and 
fulfills  that  goal.” 

Bishop  Spong,  the  author  of  nine  books,  has 
been  involved  in  an  ongoing  battle  with  tradition¬ 
alists  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  most  notably  the 
Prayer  Book  Society,  which  in  February  passed  a 


resolution  calling  for  the  bishop's  ouster. 

That  resolution  was  passed  after  Presiding 
Episcopal  Bishop  Edmund  Browning  announced 
that  a  controversial  report  from  the  Newark  Di¬ 
ocese  on  sexuality  would  be  aired  at  the  church’s 
General  Convention  this  July  in  Detroit. 

The  report  promotes  church  sanctioning  of  sex¬ 
ual  relationships  outside  marriage  for  heterosex¬ 
uals  and  also  promotes  homosexual  marriage. 

Bishop  Spong’s  office  issued  a  statement 
March  31  saying,  “It  is  a  sad  experience  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  fear  of  sexuality  that  is  so  rampant  in 
some  Christian  circles. 

“There  is  no  doubt,  whatever  the  opposition, 
that  issues  of  sexuality  will  be  debated  both  in 
our  society  and  within  the  church,”  he  continued. 

“Moralistic  repression  is  not  going  to  termi¬ 
nate  the  discussion.  The  hierarchy,  whether  it  is 
Roman  Catholic,  Methodist,  or  Episcopal,  can¬ 
not  end  the  questioning  and  debating  . . .  The 


truth  shall  be  determined  by  dialogue,  not  by 
censors,”  Bishop  Spong  said. 

Bishop  Spong  is  the  author  of  nine  books.  This 
would  have  been  his  first  book  published  by  Ab¬ 
ingdon,  book-publishing  arm  of  The  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Abingdon’s  Spring  1988  catalog  said  Bishop 
Spong’s  book  “examines  the  development  of  male- 
dominated  society  and  religion,  new  findings  about 
the  causes  of  homosexuality  and  changes  in  mar¬ 
riage  practices  that  have  occurred  among  better- 
educated  and  longer-living  people.” 

The  book  includes  chapters  on  what  Bishop 
Spong  believes  should  be  the  church’s  positive 
and  pastoral  response  to  the  changing  patterns 
of  human  relationships. 

Delegates  to  the  1988  General  Conference 
have  indicated  in  two  separate  surveys  that  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  will  be  the  No.  1  issue  at 
the  quadrennial  event. 


Four  sites  considered 
for  missions  training 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— The  UM  General  Board 
.of  Global  Ministries  is  considering  four 
sites  for  a  proposed  United  Methodist 
mission  center. 

The  board’s  Mission  Personnel  Resource 
Program  Department  is  looking  at  propos¬ 
als  from  the  following  seminaries: 

•  Candler  School  of  Theology  at 
Emory  University  and  the  Interdenomi¬ 
national  Theological  Center  (Gammon 

.  Seminary),  Atlanta; 

•  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary,  Evanston,  Ill.; 

•Perkins  School  of  Theology,  South¬ 
ern  Methodist  University,  Dallas; 

•  United  Theological  Seminary,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

The  center  is  to  train  new  missionaries 
and  provide  continuing  education  to  ex¬ 
isting  missionaries  and  deaconesses. 

Last  fall,  the  mission  board  adopted  a 
recommendation  to  create  a  UM  mission 
center.  Directors  said  the  center  would 
address  “a  new  mission  agenda  for  a  new 
mission  age.” 

In  December,  a  mission  resource  cen¬ 
ter  task  force  invited  the  13  UM-related 
seminaries  and  one  graduate  school  to 
submit  proposals  to  house  a  center  to 
train  United  Methodist  missionaries  on 
their  campuses  (see  UMR,  Dec.  4).  Later, 
Lake  Junaluska  (N.C.)  Assembly  also 
asked  to  be  considered. 

The  task  force  visited  10  of  those  insti¬ 


tutions  to  evaluate  faculties,  degree  and 
non-degree  programs,  composition  of 
student  populations,  availability  of 
space,  relationship  to  surrounding  com¬ 
munities  and  historical  relationship  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  of 
Sun  Prairie,  Wis.,  mission  personnel 
chairwoman,  said  a  progress  report  on 
contract  negotiations  were  made  in  Oc¬ 
tober.  However,  other  proposals  submit¬ 
ted  to  the  task  force  would  be  open  for 
negotiation. 

The  board  approved  $200,000  for  each 
of  the  next  two  years  for  developing  the 
mission  center  program. 

Final  plans  are  to  be  presented  to  the 
mission  board  during  its  1989  spring 
meeting. 

One  institution  originally  under  con¬ 
sideration  for  the  new  mission  resource 
center  was  Scarritt  Graduate  School  in 
Nashville. 

The  Women’s  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
announced  its  intention  to  buy  the  school, 
established  in  1892  as  a  training  center 
for  women  missionaries. 

Women’s  Division  officials  said  that 
although  Scarritt  is  not  on  the  current 
site  list,  "nothing  has  been  ruled  out.” 

A  decision  on  the  use  of  the  Scarritt 
campus  can’t  be  made  until  after  details 
of  the  proposed  property  purchase  are 
discussed  at  the  Scarritt  Corp.  meeting 
April  21.  Any  purchase  must  be  approved 
by  the  1988  General  Conference. 


Ecumenists  in  U.S.  schedule 


two  major  national  events 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  ecumenical  move¬ 
ment  in  the  United  States  will  get  a  much- 
needed  shot  in  the  arm  at  two  high-level 
gatherings  in  the  next  three  months. 

An  array  of  national  and  international 
figures  from  Protestant,  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  and  Eastern  Orthodox  traditions  will 


spiritual  values  with  our 
children? 

Here  are  two  attractive 
booklets  offering  suggestions 
to  help  you  answer  this  vital 
question; 

■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
CHILDREN 

■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
PRAYING  FAMILY 

FREE!  No  obligation. 

Write  to:  Dept.  32-  la,  The  Upper  Room, 
Box  189,  Nashville,  TN  37202-0189 


lead  "A  Gathering  6f  Christians”  May  21- 
25  at  Arlington  (Texas)  Convention  Cen¬ 
ter  and  "Ecumenical  Moment  ’88”  June 
20-July  1  in  Stony  Point,  N.Y. 

The  Rev.  Jeanne  Audrey  Powers, 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  secre¬ 
tariat  for  ecumenical  affairs,  said,  "A 
Gathering  of  Christians  is  a  forum  for 
celebrating  the  churches’  ecumenical 
life— a  time  for  renewing  one’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  ecumenism. 

“Ecumenical  Moment  ’88  is  an  inten¬ 
sive  course  on  the  cutting  edge  of  ecu¬ 
menical  developments,  expecting 
considerable  study,  time  and  energy  in  a 
process  not  unlike  the  Ecumenical  Insti¬ 
tute  at  Bossey  near  Geneva,  Switzer¬ 
land.” 

Approximately  3,000  people  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  converge  on  Texas  in  May  in 
what  some  compare  to  the  “Kirchentag” 
held  every  two  years  in  West  Germany 
and  drawing  140,000  Christians. 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  of 
Christ  (NCC)  is  facilitating  the  event, 
planned  by  a  team  including  conserva¬ 
tive  evangelicals. 

At  the  May  24  plenary  on  “Pentecost: 
In  Celebration  of  the  Spirit  Come,”  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  James  M.  Ault  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Area  will  describe  John 
Wesley’s  Aldersgate  experience  and  its 
centrality  in  Methodism. 

Ecumenical  Moment  '88:  God’s  Call 
for  Unity  is  sponsored  by  Auburn  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  New  York,  and  Stony 
Point  Center  in  cooperation  with  the 
World  and  National  councils  of  churches. 

Described  as  intensive  training  for  fu¬ 
ture  ecumenical  leaders,  the  event  offers 
courses  on  such  topics  as  Christian  tradi¬ 
tion  and  diverse  faith  traditions;  unity  of 
the  Church  and  unity  of  humankind; 
peace;  justice  and  integrity  of  creation; 
and  power  and  politics. 
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"We  now  have  our  $2,000,000,  not  in  ten  to  fifteen 
years,  but  in  the  three  years  of  our  campaign.  All  of  this  is 
due  entirely  to  the  leadership  of  Cargill  Associates.  We 
heartily  recommend  them." 

C.  Dean  Milford,  Senior  Minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  Georgia 

Raised  5  times  annual  income  in  commitments. 

For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  "How  Methodist 
Churches  Are  Raising  More  Money,"  contact  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates;  4701  Altainesa  Boulevard,  Box  330339.  Fort 
Worth.  lexas  76163-0339.  Call  toll  free:  1-800-433-2233. 
In  lexas,  call  collect:  (817)  292-9374. 


Cargill  Associates 

Fund  Raising  Services 


Women  delegate  total  rises 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Almost  one-third  of  the  996  dele¬ 
gates  to  the  1988  General  Conference 
are  women. 

And,  for  the  first  time  in  history, 
more  than  half  the  lay  delegates  from 
the  United  States  will  be  women. 
Fourteen  percent  of  the  clergy  dele¬ 
gates  are  women. 

Several  pieces  of  legislation  have 
been  submitted  with  specific  refer¬ 
ence  to  women,  but  advocates  say 
each  topic  should  be  a  concern  of  all 
United  Methodists. 

Some  of  those  topics  include  por¬ 
nography,  support  of  health  programs 
for  women,  increased  health  care  for 
ethnic  minorities,  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  for  families  in  crisis,  and  sup¬ 
portive  policies  and  ministries  for 
families  with  children. 

Petitions  to  empower  women 

A  10-year  leadership  program  for 
women  initiated  by  the  World  Council 
of  Churches  has  won  the  endorsement 
of  three  UM  agencies— the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and 
Interreligious  Concerns,  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

The  program,  called  "Ecumenical 
Decade:  Churches  in  Solidarity  with 
Women,”  officially  begins  this  month 
and  will  continue  through  1998. 

The  ecumenical  decade  is  a  follow¬ 
up  to  the  United  Nations  Decade  for 
Women,  which  ended  in  1985. 

Women’s  groups  say  the  “ecumeni¬ 
cal  decade”  will  have  a  religious  fo¬ 
cus  through  the  WCC. 

The  agency-sponsored  petitions  ask 
the  denomination  not  just  to  endorse 
the  program  but  to  promote  the  em¬ 
powerment  of  dhurcli  women  and  to 
establish  more  women  on  decision¬ 
making  bodies  where  theology  and 
public  policy  are  developed. 

Women’s  membership  sought 

Another  proposal  from  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  asks  that  women  constitute  at 
least  one-third  of  the  total  member¬ 
ship  on: 

'f  Annual  conference  and  district 
boards  of  trustees; 

S  The  Judicial  Council,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  highest  court; 

/  The  University  Senate,  the  agen¬ 
cy  that  determines  which  colleges  and 
universities  can  receive  denomina¬ 
tional  funds; 

S  Committees  on  lay  investiga¬ 


tions,  convened  as  needed  to  investi¬ 
gate  charges  brought  against  United 
Methodist  lay  people. 

Equality  of  women  in  the  work¬ 
place  is  encouraged  through  a  resolu¬ 
tion  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society.  It  asks  that 
General  Conference  define  sexual  ha¬ 
rassment  as  an  offense  for  which 
charges  may  be  brought  against  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy  members  or  lay- 
people— male  or  female. 

The  Women’s  Program  Division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  continues  its  longstanding  em¬ 
phasis  on  racism  with  petitions  on 
such  topics  as  “The  Ku  Klux  Klan  and 
Other  Hate  Groups"  and  “Southern 
Africa.” 

Clergywomen  state  concerns 

The  Rev.  Kathy  Nickerson,  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  staff  member,  described  three 
proposed  changes  in  church  law  that 
have  implications  at  the  local  church 
level.  They  involve: 


•changes  in  the  definition  of  hous¬ 
ing  requirements  for  husbands  and 
wives  who  are  both  ordained  minis¬ 
ters. 

•creation  of  the  title  “pastor  in 
charge.” 

•  allowing  “extended  parenting 
leave"  for  pastors. 

The  Book  of  Discipline  states  that 
housing  must  be  provided  for  clergy, 
Ms.  Nickerson  said. 

“If  you  have  a  clergy  couple  and 
each  serves  a  different  church  or 
charge  and  if  either  church  provides  a 
parsonage,  then  to  some  people  that 
satisfies  the  requirement  that  housing 
is  being  provided,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Nickerson  said  clergy  couples 
want  one  spouse  to  get  a  parsonage 
and  the  other  to  get  a  housing  allow¬ 
ance. 

The  terminology  “pastor-in- 
charge”  would  pave  the  way  for  co- 
pastorates,  she  said. 

Local  churches  have  been  told  to 
designate  a  senior  pastor  and  an  asso- 
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ciate  if  the  church  had  more  than  one 
ordained  staff  person.  Ms.  Nickerson 
said  the  proposed  legislation  would 
allow  a  clergy  couple  to  serve  a  local 
church  together  as  co-pastors. 

The  proposal  on  “extended  parent¬ 
ing  leave”  would  allow  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  to  retain  their  status  within  the 
annual  conference  and  maintain  the 
same  salary  level  after  taking  time 
off  to  attend  to  family  concerns  such 
as  but  not  limited  to  maternity  leave, 
Ms.  Nickerson  said. 

This  leave  would  be  available  to 
both  clergywomen  and  clergymen, 
she  said. 


Episcopal-area  splits  proposed 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Operating  the  average  United 
Methodist  bishop’s  office  is  expected 
to  cost  the  church  $190,000  next  year. 

That  figure,  developed  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration,  will  be  one  factor  weighed  by 
delegates  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  when  they  consider  several 
plans  that  could  increase  the  number 
of  bishops. 

One  proposal  would  permit  division 
of  any*  existing  episcopal  area  that 
has  two  or  more  annual  conferences 
with  more  than  125,000  members 
each.  Each  new  episcopal  area  would 
be  served  by  a  bishop. 

Twenty-five  of  the  46  episcopal  ar¬ 
eas  in  the  United  States  contain  two 
or  more  annual  conferences,  but  only 
four  areas  would  qualify  for  division 
this  year  under  the  proposed  formula: 

Atlanta  (North  and  South  Georgia 
conferences);  Birmingham,  Ala.  (Ala¬ 
bama-West  Florida  and  North  Ala¬ 
bama  conferences);  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  (Central  Texas  and  North  Tex¬ 
as  conferences);  and  Indiana  (North 
and  South  Indiana  conferences). 

Under  the  proposed  legislation,  del¬ 
egates  to  July  1988  meetings  of  the  ju¬ 
risdictional  (regional)  conferences 
that  contain  those  four  episcopal  ar¬ 
eas  would  decide  whether  they  should 


be  divided. 

A  second  proposal  states  the  same 
numerical  dividing  point  (125,000 
members  each)  but  it  would  required 
that  the  affected  annual  conferences 
give  their  consent  to  the  change. 

A  third  plan  would  require  one 
bishop  for  each  of  the  73  United  Meth¬ 
odist  annual  conferences  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Start-up  costs  for  any  new  bishop’s 
offices  would  cost  the  denomination 
$30,000  to  $35,000  in  1989,  said  the 
Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  executive 
of  United  Methodism’s  national  fi¬ 
nance  office.  Those  figures  are  based 
on  expenses  incurred  when  the  Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.,  Episcopal  Area  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  1984. 

The  money,  which  would  pay  for 
such  things  as  office  furniture  and 
equipment,  would  come  from  the 
denominationwide  Episcopal  Fund,  he 
said.  That  general  fund,  supported  by 
fair-share  payments  from  United 
Methodism’s  37,750  U.S.  congrega¬ 
tions.  pays  salaries  and  expenses  of 
all  bishops. 

Of  the  $190,000  in  average  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  for  each  episcopal  office 
in  1989.  each  annual  conference  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  pay  an  average  of  $45,000, 
according  to  figures  from  the  fiscal 
agency.  The  Episcopal  Fund  pays  the 
remaining  $145,000. 


“At  first,  $190,000  sounds  like  a  lot 
of  money,”  Dr.  Droke  said.  “But  when 
you  consider  that  the  figure  includes 
the  pay  of  at  least  one  secretary  and 
the  entire  operation  of  the  office,  it 
really  isn’t.” 

The  American  Almanac  of  Jobs  and 
Salaries  reports  that  the  average 
chief  executive  officer  of  a  corpora¬ 
tion  with  annual  revenues  of  $25  mil¬ 
lion  to  $50  million— comparable  to 
amount  spent  each  year  in  many  UM 
episcopal  areas — earned  $148,000  in 
salary  alone  during  1985.  In  addition, 
those  chief  executives  received  an  av¬ 
erage  $33,000  in  bonuses. 

In  1985,  UM  bishops  were  paid  a 
salary  of  $45,000,  Dr.  Droke  noted. 
This  year,  on  a  sliding  scalp  adopted 
by  the  1984  General  Conference,  UM 
bishops  are  being  paid  $54,000. 

In  addition,  the  Episcopal  Fund  will 
pay  up  to  $15,000  for  a  bishop's  hous¬ 
ing  during  1988,  Dr.  Droke  said.  But 
the  fund  will  cover  no  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  housing  costs.  The  annu¬ 
al  conferences  in  the  episcopal  area 
must  pay  the  rest. 

The  $190,000  figure  for  1989  in¬ 
cludes  the  bishop’s  salary  ($60,000 
proposed),  pension,  insurance  bene¬ 
fits,  travel  allowance,  office  rent,  of¬ 
fice  utilities,  postage,  secretarial 
assistance  and  housing. 


Staff  rallies  to  world- mission  chief’s  defense 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Saying  they  were  stunned  by  the  news 
last  month  that  Dr.  Peggy  Billings  would 
not  be  renominated  as  chief  executive  of 
the  UM  overseas  missions  division, 
members  of  her  executive  staff  have  ral¬ 
lied  to  her  defense. 

In  an  unsigned  “Maundy  Thursday" 
letter  to  agency  directors,  executive 
staff  members  expressed  concern  for 
mission  board  personnel  policies  and 
praised  accomplishments  during  Dr. 
Billings’  five-year  tenure. 

After  the  March  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  it  was  learned 
that  Dr.  Billings  apparently  wouldn’t  be 
renominated  by  the  board’s  personnel 
committee  for  re-election  as  head  of  the 
board’s  World  Program  Division  (see 
UMR,  April  1).  Her  term  expires  Dec.  31. 
She  was  elected  in  October  1983. 

Members  of  the  personnel  committee 
refused  to  comment  on  reasons  for  their 


decision,  saying  it  was  “privileged”  in¬ 
formation. 

Since  then.  Dr.  Billings  has  suggested 
in  a  letter  to  directors  that  complaints 
about  the  number  of  active  missionaries 
and  mission  support  were  factors  in  the 
committee’s  decision  not  to  renominate 
her  (see  UMR,  April  8). 

Members  of  the  division’s  executive 
staff,  in  their  letter,  said,  “We  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  personnel  processes  which 
seem  capricious  and  arbitrary.” 

They  pointed  to  “creative  work”  done 
by  both  directors  and  staff  members  un¬ 
der  Dr.  Billings’  leadership.  They  cited: 

•Significant  regional  consultations  in 
Africa,  Asia,  the  Pacific,  Europe,  Latin 
American  and  the  Caribbean. 

•  The  start  of  an  extensive  missionary 
personnel  program  review  with  visits  to 
Brazil,  Japan  and  Zaire. 

•A  miniconsultation  on  the  exploita¬ 
tion  of  children  around  the  world  and  an 


Letter  informs  UM  missionaries 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

United  Methodist  missionaries  serving 
outside  the  United  States  learned  of  the 
decision  not  to  renominate  Peggy  Bill¬ 
ings  as  the  church’s  top  overseas  mission 
official  by  letter  from  Bishop  Roy  I. 
Sano  (Denver  Area). 

Bishop  Sano,  outgoing  president  of  the 
Word  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
wrote  to  each  of  the  division’s  overseas 
missionaries  in  late  March. 

He  told  them  he  regretted  being  unable 
to  share  the  rationale  for  the  action  "due 
to  the  privileged  nature  of  the  matter.” 

Bishop  Sano  wrote:  “This  will  not  be  a 
letter  of  defense  of  Peggy  and  her  ad¬ 
ministration.  The  unique  gifts  and  skills 
which  Peggy  has  brought  to  her  work 
need  no  defense. 

“This  is  a  letter  to  share  with  you  the 
immense  regard,  both  professional  and 


warmly  personal,  in  which  Peggy  is  held, 
and  to  invite  you  to  share  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  of  concern  and  thanksgiving  for  Peggy. 

“The  conviction  Peggy  would  want  us 
to  hold  to  is  that  the  mission  in  which  we 
have  each  been  called  ...  is  God’s.  And 
although  it  is  affected  by  the  events  of 
the  times,  it  is  not  determined  by  them.” 

Bishop  Sano  also  reported  to  the  mis¬ 
sionary  community  that  Rose  Catchings, 
executive  secretary  of  the  division’s  min¬ 
istry  to  women,  and  the  Rev.  Charles 
Germany,  assistant  general  secretary 
for  program  administration,  will  retire 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  other  General  Board  personnel 
changes,  Lula  Garrett  assumed  duties 
April  9  as  interim  acting  chief  executive 
for  National  Division.  She  succeeds  the 
Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux,  who  had  been 
with  the  board  since  1981.  He  announced 
Jan.  6  he  planned  to  resign. 


international  conference  on  mission 
evangelism. 

"The  efforts  of  this  quadrennium  have 
both  continued  the  work  of  the  division 
and  laid  a  foundation  for  new  mission 
program  and  personnel  directions,”  the 
letter  said. 

It  noted  increases  in  the  number  of 
new  missionaries,  growth  in  the  mission¬ 
ary  support  budget  and  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  countries  where  mission¬ 
aries  are  assigned. 

The  staff  letter  thanked  directors  for 
calling  for  changes  in  the  bylaws  at  the 
March  meeting,  saying  the  actions  would 
make  the  board’s  personnel  process 
“more  humane  and  consultative,”  espe¬ 
cially  for  higher-level  staff. 

Dr.  Billings  still  could  be  renominated 
at  the  board's  October  meeting.  At  that 
time  a  new  slate  of  elected  directors  be¬ 


gins  its  four-year  term,  and  the  current 
personnel  committee’s  decision  is  not 
binding  on  its  successor. 

At  least  67  of  the  board’s  178  members 
would  be  new— assigned  by  jurisdiction¬ 
al  conferences  this  summer— since  di¬ 
rectors  are  required  to  step  down  after 
serving  eight  years.  Others  may  not 
choose  to  serve  or  be  chosen  for  second 
four-year  terms. 

A  senior  board  official  said  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  the  new  personnel  committee 
would  reject  the  recommendation  on  Dr. 
Billings’  renomination  is  unlikely,  how¬ 
ever.  That’s  because  the  action  would 
mean  rejecting  the  collective  decision  by 
a  veteran  board  committee. 

Dr.  Billings  said  she  does  not  intend  to 
resign  until  her  term  is  complete.  A  suc¬ 
cessor  is  scheduled  to  be  elected  in  Octo¬ 
ber  but  would  not  take  office  until  Jan.  1. 


Methodist  shrine  welcomes  visitors 

JACKSON,  Mo.— Delegates  and  visitors  to  the  1988  General  Conference 
in  St.  Louis  are  encouraged  to  tour  Old  McKendree  Chapel,  the  first  Meth¬ 
odist  church  built  west  of  the  Mississippi,  ft  is  open  every  day  during  day¬ 
light  hours,  ft  is  100  miles  south  of  St.  Louis,  just  off  1-55  near  Jackson. 
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Fast-growing  Florida  UMC  emphasizes  ‘faith  stories’ 
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LAKE  MAGDALENE,  Fla.— Debbie  Snow  (center),  a  21-year-old  United  Methodist,  shared  the  story  of  her  bat¬ 
tle  with  a  life-threatening  illness  and  the  deadly  side-effects  of  medication  to  treat  it  during  a  recent  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  service.  She  told  fellow  members  of  the  Lake  Magdalene  UMC  congregation  she  is  thankful  for  the  disease 
because  it  has  made  her  strong  in  her  faith.  With  her  mother,  Analise  (left),  she  talks  with  members  afterwards. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

LAKE  MAGDALENE,  Fla  — On  a 
typical  recent  Sunday  at  Lake  Magda¬ 
lene  United  Methodist  Church,  churchgo¬ 
ers  coming  to  worship  skirted  a 
fenced-in  "hard  hats  only”  area  where  a 
three-story  Christian  education  building 
is  under  construction. 

Some  Sunday  school  classes  met  in 
rented  trailers  or  across  the  alley  in 
members’  homes. 

In  the  sanctuary,  the  Rev.  A.  Bradford 
Dinsmore  Jr.  and  his  special  guest  sat  in 
easy  chairs  at  the  altar. 

Then  there  were  the  “normal”  things: 

Chairs  in  aisle?  Normal 

Ushers  putting  up  chairs  in  the  aisle  to 
accommodate  overflow  crowds  for  three 
worship  services;  church  women  excited 
about  a  pending  annual  retreat;  men 
making  plans  for  their  annual  pancake 
supper,  youth  looking  ahead  to  a  special 
kind  of  summer  homework  helping  low- 
income  residents  fix  their  homes. 

This  is  life  at  fast-growing  Lake  Mag¬ 
dalene  UMC,  a  former  Evangelical  Unit¬ 
ed  Brethren  congregation  in  the  equally 
fast-prnwinp  Tamna  mpfrnnnlitan  area 


on  Florida's  Gulf  Coast. 

The  congregation  has  grown  from 
1,125  in  1980,  with  450  attending  worship 
regularly,  to  2,300  with  a  weekly  worship 
attendance  of  1,100. 

Lake  Magdalene  has  been  averaging 
200  new  members  a  year,  about  40  per¬ 
cent  on  professions  of  faith.  Two-thirds 
had  never  been  United  Methodist. 

Apportioned  giving  has  increased  in 
eight  years  from  $27,000  to  $110,000,  and 
an  additional  $37,000  pours  in  for  "sec¬ 
ond-mile”  giving. 

Prayers  lead  to  growth 

Choir  director  John  Ryan  offers  a  rea¬ 
son  for  the  remarkable  growth— prayers 
of  church  members.  He  told  his  Sunday 
school  class  he  knows  of  one  laywoman 
who  “prays  every  day,  on  her  knees,  for 
this  church.” 


The  construction  is  an  effort  to  keep 
up  with  the  answers  to  those  prayers. 

Eventually  Lake  Magdalene’s  sanctu¬ 
ary  will  be  expanded,  but  the  current 
construction  underlines  the  church’s  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Board  consensus  that  ex¬ 
panded  education  facilities  are  more 
important  than  more  pews. 

“Our  sense  was  that  a  majority  of  our 
people  want  to  grow  in  the  faith,”  said 
Mr.  Dinsmore.  He  said  the  current  em¬ 
phasis  on  education  and  the  commitment 
to  meet  the  needs  of  a  growing  congrega¬ 
tion  will  have  a  powerful  impact  on  Lake 
Magdalene. 

“These  next  10  years  will  shape  this 
church  for  50  years,”  he  said,  noting  the 
area's  explosive  growth.  Mr.  Dinsmore,  a 
1963  Candler  School  of  Theology  gradu¬ 
ate  who  was  serving  in  the  U.S.  Marine 
Corps  when  he  decided  to  become  a  min¬ 
ister,  has  been  senior  minister  at  Lake 
Magdalene  for  eight  years. 

He  encourages  emphasis  on  Christian 
education,  urging  church  members  to 
learn  how  to  share  their  faith. 

“I  tell  them,  ’You  may  not  think  you’re 
a  Chuck  Colson  or  a  Billy  Graham,  but 
you’ve  got  a  story  to  tell,’  ”  he  said. 

He  believes  that  if  Lake  Magdalene 
UMC  is  unique,  it  is  because  of  the  will¬ 
ingness  of  the  congregation  to  work  at 
lay  ministry  and  at  the  story-telling  that 
goes  with  it. 

“Lay  people  here  do  the  work  of  50 
clergy,”  he  said,  citing  an  active  hospital 
visitation  program  as  an  example. 

After  surveying  the  Tampa  area  to  de¬ 
termine  its  needs,  the  congregation  de¬ 
veloped  programs  to  deal  with  death  and 
dying,  divorce  and  separation,  parents 
and  teens,  single-parent  homes,  and  par¬ 
enting  skills. 

‘Keep  your  eyes  open’ 

“We’re  saying  to  everybody.  Keep 
your  eyes  open,’  ”  he  said. 

Mr.  Dinsmore  is  always  looking  for 
ways  members  of  the  congregation  can 
share  their  faith  with  others. 

The  easy  chairs  at  the  altar  that  partic¬ 
ular  Sunday  were  his  way  to  create  a  re¬ 
laxed  setting  for  a  young  woman  who  was 
to  tell  of  her  faith  in  the  face  of  a  life- 
threatening  disease  and  the  deadly  side 
effects  of  medication  used  to  treat  it. 

Debbie  Snow,  a  21-year  old  steroid-de- 
pendent  asthmatic,  said,  “I’m  in  kind  of  a 
‘Catch  22.’  I  can’t  live  without  the  drug  (a 
steroid),  but  I  can’t  live  with  it,  either.” 

Ms.  Snow  doesn’t  blame  God.  Instead, 
she  said,  she  is  thankful  for  the  disease  be¬ 
cause  it  has  made  her  strong  in  her  faith. 

“God  can  take  something  negative  and 
turn  it  into  something  positive,”  she  said. 


“I  still  pray  for  a  cure.  . . .  I’m  never 
going  to  quit  praying  for  that,  but  if  it 
doesn’t  happen,  that's  all  right,”  she  said. 

“I  feel  that  God  has  graced  me  with 
the  best  kind  of  healing  I  could  have, 
healing  of  the  heart.” 

Mr.  Dinsmore  said  to  the  congregation, 
“She  has  just  absolutely  overwhelmed  my 
soul.  I  have  preached  it,  and  I  have  be¬ 
lieved  it,  but  she  has  lived  it.” 

He  praised  her  "insight,  understanding 
and  peace,”  recalling  how  impressed  he 
was  during  an  earlier  breakfast  conver¬ 
sation  with  Ms.  Snow. 

"It  struck  me  at  that  time  that  you 
just  can’t  fake  that.  It  is  supernatural  to 
have  such  confidence.” 

Like  Ms.  Snow,  most  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Lake  Magdalene  UMC  is  aware  of 


the  struggles  of  faith  in  the  present  mo¬ 
ment,  not  only  in  their  own  lives  but  also 
in  the  current  affairs  of  the  denomination. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  service,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  Mr.  Dinsmore  discussed  a  state¬ 
ment  recently  issued  by  a  group  of  48 
UM  ministers  in  Houston — an  action  in 
which  he  took  part. 

The  "Houston  Declaration” — copies  of 
which  were  available  that  morning  in  the 
narthex  of  the  church — calls  for  United 
Methodists  to  reaffirm  church  teachings 
regarding  the  primacy  of  Scripture,  tra¬ 
ditional  trinitarian  language,  and  the 
church’s  ban  against  the  ordination  of 
homosexuals,  he  said. 

While  stressing  support  for  those 
church  teachings,  however,  he  urged  all 
United  Methodists  to  repudiate  any  ef¬ 


forts  to  deny  homosexuals  their  civil 
rights.  He  also  called  for  use  of  inclusive 
language  in  human  relationships  and  for 
an  end  to  instances  of  blatant  sexism. 

The  congregation  is  not  ducking  the 
tough  challenges  facing  the  church,  said 
Mr.  Dinsmore. 

Today,  it  responds  with  the  sound  of 
construction  next  door;  with  a  focus  on 
Christian  discipleship;  an  emphasis  on 
Christian  education;  an  awareness  of 
current  church  events;  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  ministry  by  the  laity.  At  Lake 
Magdalene,  the  “flames”  are  many. 

“The  Church  Aflame "  is  a  special  se¬ 
ries  calling  attention  to  outstanding, 
growing  congregations  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Nominations  or  sug¬ 
gestions  are  welcome. 
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LAKE  MAGDALENE,  Fla.— The  Rev,  A.  Bradford  Dinsmore  Jr.,  senior 
minister  at  fast-growing  Lake  Magdalene  UMC,  listens  as  a  visitor  explains 
how  touched  she  was  by  the  personal  faith  story  of  a  young  woman  whose 
life  is  threatened  by  asthma.  Mr.  Dinsmore,  who  encourages  members  of 
the  2,300-member  congregation  to  share  their  stories  of  faith  with  others, 
credits  the  ministry  of  lay  people  for  the  church’s  phenomenal  growth. 


the  church  today 


Tiny  tractors  pull  big  load  on  Third  World  farms 


A  Honduran  farmer  pulls  a  disk  with  a  tiny  12-horsepower  diesel  tractor 
designed  to  help  small  farmers  worldwide  become  self-sufficient.  United 
Methodist  Men  are  helping  make  the  tractors  more  widely  available. 


CLASSIFIED 


Global  Ministries  board  votes 
to  add  AIDS-ministries  worker 

NEW  YORK— Directors  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  urged  the 
agency  to  “take  the  lead  role  in  United 
Methodist  AIDS  ministry”  by  adding  a 
full-time  staff  person  with  responsibility 
for  AIDS  ministries. 

At  its  fall  meeting,  the  board  had  rec¬ 
ommended  its  health  and  welfare  unit 
work  with  churches  and  such  organiza¬ 
tions  as  the  National  Association  of 
Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  and  the 
Children's  Defense  Fund  to  address  the 
global  AIDS  crisis. 

Women’s  Division  establishes 
‘chair’  at  Bennett  College 

NEW  YORK— The  Women’s  Division 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  established  the  Carolyn  M.  Mar¬ 
shall  Chair  in  Women's  Studies  at  United 


Methodist-related  Bennett  College  in 
Greensboro,  N.C. 

A  $60,000  endowment  for  the  position 
will  be  used  to  emphasize  empowerment 
of  black  women  around  the  world,  offi¬ 
cials  said. 

Mrs.  Marshall  has  been  president  of 
the  division  and  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  since  1984. 

Drew  president  to  become 
North  Carolina  U.  chancellor 

MADISON,  N.J.— Paul  Hardin,  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  Drew  Uni  ver¬ 
ity  for  13 Vi  years,  has  resigned  as  of  June 
30  to  become  chancellor  of  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  in  Chapel  Hill. 

Both  he  and  his  wife.  Nancy,  are  North 
Carolina  natives  and  graduates  of  near¬ 
by  UM-related  Duke  University.  Before 
going  to  Drew,  Dr.  Hardin  was  president 
of  Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dal¬ 
las  for  two  years. 


WAVERLY,  Iowa — While  internation¬ 
al  relief  agencies  send  huge  shiploads  of 
grain  and  foodstuffs  to  fight  famine,  a 
small  United  Methodist-supported  foun¬ 
dation  is  waging  its  own  war  against 
world  hunger. 

Self  Help’s  contribution  is  symbolized 
by  a  small,  simple  12-horsepower  diesel 
tractor  that  helps  small  farmers  world¬ 
wide  become  self-sufficient. 

“Two  causes  of  world  hunger  are  low 
food  productivity  and  high  unemploy¬ 
ment,”  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Howland,  a  51- 
year-old  United  Methodist  minister  and 
director  of  Self  Help. 

Industrialist  Vern  Schield,  who  found¬ 
ed  Self  Help  and  designed  the  little  trac¬ 
tor  in  1959,  saw  the  problem  as  a  lack  of 
farming  equipment  designed  for  Third 
World  countries,  Mr.  Howland  said. 

But  Mr.  Schield’s  pioneering  effort  ran 
into  roadblocks  in  the  developing  nations 
and  closed  down  temporarily  in  the  1960s. 

"People  in  Third  World  countries  were 
gaining  independence  from  colonial  pow¬ 
ers  and  were  suspicious  of  outsiders," 
Mr.  Howland  said,  "and  in  this  country, 
people  still  thought  hand-held  hoes  and 
oxen  would  solve  those  problems.” 

The  foundation  got  a  new  lease  on  life 
after  publication  of  E.  F.  Schumacher’s 
"Small  Is  Beautiful,”  which  emphasized 
use  of  appropriate  technology,  he  said. 

“It  wasn’t  machinery  that  was  the 
problem,”  said  Mr.  Howland,  who  de¬ 
signed  Self  Help’s  overall  strategy.  “It 
was  inappropriate  machinery.  The  Self- 
Help  idea  was  years  ahead  of  its  time.’’ 

Self  Help,  which  gets  financial  support 
from  United  Methodist  Men  in  Iowa  and 
other  Midwestern  states,  took  the  pro¬ 
gram  into  Third  World  countries. 

The  program  is  in  varying  stages  in  Ni¬ 
geria,  Mexico,  Ghana,  Kenya  and  Hondu¬ 
ras.  Inquiries  have  come  from  Brazil,  the 
Philippines.  India,  Senegal  and  Tanzania. 

"We  did  not  go  in  emphasizing  the 
tractor,”  Mr.  Howland  said,  explaining  a 
three-fold  strategy  taking  in  a  wide 
range  of  appropriate  technologies. 

Self  Help  representatives  and  local  ex¬ 
perts  determine  needs  in  the  inquiring 
country,  then  set  up  programs  to  train 
workers  to  produce  machinery  and  estab¬ 
lish  local  overseas  production  centers. 

In  addition,  farmers  are  taught  how  to 
use  the  tractor  and  as  many  as  19  imple¬ 
ments,  such  as  plows,  disks  and  planters. 

"Our  goal  is  not  to  dump  tractors  but 
to  help  local  people  start  businesses  and 
let  them  grow  at  the  rate  compatible  to 
their  situation,”  Mr.  Howland  said. 

“The  type  of  equipment  sent  in  the 
past  has  broken  down,  ended  up  in 
‘graveyards’  or  simply  been  cannibalized 
along  the  wayside.”  he  said. 

With  the  tiny  tractors  provided  by  Self 
Help,  which  can  be  repaired  “in  country," 
farmers  get  increased  yields,  workers  get 
jobs,  and  manufacturers  have  increased 
demand  for  their  products,  he  added. 

Honduras,  where  the  organization’s  pi¬ 
lot  program  was  put  in  place  in  1976,  to¬ 
day  has  about  48  small  tractors  in  use. 
Mr.  Howland  estimated. 

The  foundation’s  training  program, 


“ Our  goal  is  not  to 
dump  tractors ,  but  to  help 
local  people  start  their 
own  businesses  ...” 

— Rev.  Ray  Howland 


which  has  650  graduates  and  a  95  percent 
employment  rate,  is  so  impressive  that  20 
Honduran  government  and  private  techni¬ 
cal  schools  are  studying  how  to  make  the 
transition  to  the  Self  Help  system. 

In  the  United  States,  training  and  re¬ 
search  projects  are  underway  with  for¬ 
eign  students  at  Iowa  State  University. 

Students  design,  build  and  test  appro¬ 
priate  technology  for  use  in  their  own 
countries,  he  said. 

Ruth  H.  Larsen  of  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa, 
and  wife  of  a  retired  United  Methodist 
minister,  contributed  to  this  article. 

United  Methodists 
raise  project  funds 
with  tractor  drives 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

This  summer  and  fall,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men  will  steer  tiny  tractors  across 
two  states. 

These  aren’t  races— not  on  a  tiny  12 
horsepower  tractor  that  averages  8 
miles  per  hour.  They  are  United  Method¬ 
ist  Men’s  events  to  raise  funds  for  Self 
Help,  a  foundation  fighting  world  hunger 
by  aiding  small  farmers. 

The  little  tractors  are  designed  to  help 
subsistence  farmers  in  developing  coun¬ 
tries  increase  yields,  which  in  turn  helps 
combat  hunger  in  those  nations,  a  Self 
Help  official  said. 

The  First  Annual  Self  Help  Tractor 
Drive  Across  Illinois  will  be  June  5-11.  In 
Iowa,  a  fourth  annual  version  of  the 
United  Methodist  Men’s  tractor  drive 
will  be  Sept.  11-17. 

"If  it  weren't  for  the  Iowa  United 
Methodist  Men,  Self  Help  wouldn’t  be  in 
operation,”  said  the  Rev.  Ray  Howland, 
a  United  Methodist  minister  and  Self 
Help  director. 

He  said  the  UM  men’s  organization 
rescued  the  foundation  during  a  financial 
crisis. 

The  non-profit  foundation  receives 
support  from  United  Methodist  Men  in 
Iowa.  Central  Illinois,  Northern  Illinois, 
Oklahoma,  Minnesota  and  Nebraska 
conferences,  Mr.  Howland  said. 

Several  annual  conferences  support 
Self  Help  through  an  Advance  Special 
(#982807-3)  and  it  receives  funds  from 
the  denomination’s  General  Advance. 

During  the  annual  tractor  drives,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  men  take  turns  driving  and 
participate  in  worship  services,  educa¬ 
tional  events,  talks  and  church  suppers 
which  dot  the  route,  Mr.  Howland  said. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


KETTERLING,  OHIO  CHRIST  UNITED  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  a  2500-member  church  of  suburban 
Dayton,  is  seeking  applicants  for  a  full-time  direc¬ 
tor  of  youth  ministries  and  program.  Applicant 
must  desire  to  share  in  the  Christian  development 
and  interpersonal  relations  with  youth.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include  coordination,  recruitment,  supervi¬ 
sion  and  management  of  overall  youth  program 
and  young  adults  Salary  $18,000  and  up  depending 
upon  experience  Please  submit  resumes  and  ref¬ 
erences  to  Christ  UM  Church.  PPR  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  3440  Shroyer  Road.  Kettering,  OH  45429  or 
phone  (513)  293-3151 _ 

WANTED:  MUSIC  DIRECTOR  for  1300  member 
church  in  east  Tennessee.  To  develop  and  be  in 
charge  of  complete  music  program.  Contact:  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  101  E. 
First  N  St..  Morristown.  TN  37814. 


METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS  SEEKS 
an  executive  director.  A  non-profit  agency  provid¬ 
ing  emergency  shelter  and  home  treatment  for 
over  330  children  annually.  Ages:  birth-14  years. 
Staff  of  45  Million  dollar  budget  A  masters  de¬ 
gree  in  the  helping  professions  preferred.  5  years 
work  experience  including  supervisory  responsi¬ 
bility.  Strong  qualities  in  finance  and  personnel 
management  and  program  development  Send  re¬ 
sume  with  salary  requirements  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  Tom  Miller.  970  Monterrey  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  50-60  active 
youth  Emphasis  on  outreach  active  parent-support 
group  Send  resume  to  Rev.  Kaufhold.  Lima  United 
Methodist  Church.  Box  158,  Lima.  PA  19037 _ 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Palestine.  Texas  is  seeking  to  employ  an  individual 
in  the  full-time  staff  position  of  youth  ministry  and 
Christian  education.  We  are  a  1000-member  congre¬ 
gation  in  a  community  of  25,000  people  The  salary 
package  for  this  position  is  $20,000  to  $24,000  a  year 
depending  upon  educational  level  and  experience. 
Please  send  all  resumes  and  references  to:  Search 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  422 
South  Magnolia,  Palestine.  TX  75801. _ 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  to  develop  and 
coordinate  broad-spectrum  youth  ministry  pro¬ 
gram  750-  member  church.  Send  resume  by  May  1: 
Calvary  UMC.  814  Jersey.  Normal.  IL  61761 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S.  YOUTH  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries  full-time  position  available  im¬ 
mediately  at  900-member  church.  Several  dynam¬ 
ic  programs  in  place.  Salary  negotiable  Send 
resume  to  Dr  Laurence  Goebel.  2227  4th  St.. 
Monroe.  WI  53566. 


1300-MEMBER  SUBURBAN  CHURCH  seeking 
full-time  coordinator  of  Christian  education.  Posi¬ 
tion  entails  responsibilities  with  all  age  groups.  Po¬ 
sition  available  immediately  Send  resume  prior  to 
4  '29  /88  to:  FUMC,  Box  925.  Katv.  TX  77492-0925 
CHURCH  HOME  FOR  4  ADULT  RETARDED 
women  needs  committed,  competent  program  res¬ 
ident  manager  Competitive  salary  and  benefits. 
For  information  or  application  write:  Personnel, 
Homeplace,  Inc  ,  Box  120966,  Nashville.  TN  37212 
WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
Congregation  of  2,000  with  active  youth  program 
desires  an  experienced  director  of  youth  ministries, 
either  lay.  diaconal  or  clergy  Salary  negotiable. 
Located  in  city  of  100,000.  Contact:  Pastor  or  MCE, 
P.O.Box  6.  Midland,  TX  79702.  (915)  682-3701. 


CENTRAL  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  in 
Decatur,  Alabama  is  seeking  a  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  with  emphasis  on  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren's  ministries.  Salary  is  dependent  upon 
applicant's  education,  skills,  and  experience  Ad¬ 
dress  inquiries  and  resumes  to  Rev  Daniel  Z 
Kitchens.  616  Jackson  Street  SE.  Decatur,  AL 
35601  Telephone  (205)  353-694 1 _ 

EXPERIENCED  CHURCH  COUPLE  DESIRE  po¬ 
sitions:  Christian  education,  clerical,  bookkeeping, 
lay  speaker,  volunteerism,  computer  programmer 
designer  support  Lee  and  Theresa  Holbrook,  Box 
923.  LaPorte,  CO  80535. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  EXECUTIVE  Officer. 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship.  UMC  For  infor¬ 
mation  and  application  contact  Paul  W  Henshaw, 
Chair  Search  Committee.  5125  Drake  Road.  Cincin- 
nati,  OH  45243 _ 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  &  Music 
Ministries  for  900-plus  member  church.  Degree 
and  or  experience  required.  Salary  negotiable 
Send  picture  and  resume  to  Forest  Hills  United 
Methodist  Church,  1217  Forest  Hill  Rd  .  Macon,  GA 
31210  Attn  Jerry  Cook. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  for  church  of  1200  Primary  respon¬ 
sibility  will  be  music,  including  children's,  youth, 
sanctuary  and  bell  choirs.  Resource  and  work  with 
Commission  on  Education.  Multi-staff  environ¬ 
ment  Salary  dependent  on  education,  experience 
and  ability  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to  Rev.  Steve 
McElroy.  P  O  Box  527,  Hereford.  TX  79045 


being  sought  for  full-time  staff  position.  2,600  +• 
member  south  FL  church.  Looking  for  someone  to 
develop  the  most  outstanding  children's  ministries 
program  in  the  southeastern  US  Could  that  be 
you?  Send  resume  and  picture  to  Christ  Church, 
UM,  4845  NE  25  Avenue,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 


MINISTRY 


.  Estes  Chapd  naeals  the  heartbeat  of  the  Asbury 

Seminary  experience 

Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective  Christian  ministry  at  Asbury,  a  multi' 
denominational  seminary  where  faculty  and  students  embrace  biblical, 
Wesleyan  and  evangelical  beliefs. 


Accredited  degree  programs  include: 

Master  of  Divinity 
Master  of  Theology 
Doctor  of  Ministry 
Doctor  of  Missiology 
Degrees  offered  by  the  University  of 
Kentucky  (cooperative): 

M.S.W..  Ph.D. 

Asbury  Seminary  training  for  Christian  ministry  prepares  you  to  make  a 
difference  for  Christ.  Contact  our  Admissions  Office  today  for  information  to 
help  plan  your  career  in  ministry. 


Master  of  Arts  concentrations  in: 
Biblical  Studies 
Christian  Education 
Parish  Counseling 
Theological  Studies 
World  Mission  and  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY 

TOLL  FREE 

In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  £»»«m  im 


WILMORE.  KY  40390  -  1199 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Green  Bay.  Wisconsin, 
membership  1250.  is  seeking  full-time  director  of 
Christian  education  to  provide  leadership  to  programs 
for  all  age  levels.  Resume  to:  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  501  Howe  Street.  Green  Bay,  WI  54301 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  (FULL-TIME)  2.200  mem¬ 
ber  church  Direct  adult  and  youth  choirs  plus  co¬ 
ordinate  total  music  program.  Apply:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Box  628,  Lake  Jackson,  TX 
77566.  Phone  (409)  297-3046. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN/ FAMILY  Ministries 
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Send  P.0.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 


APRIL  22,  1988 


Please  note  . . . 


Breakfast  for  Louisiana  members 
scheduled  for  General  Conference 

A  breakfast  buffet  will  be  held  for  all  members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
attending  the  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis.  The  breakfast,  for  delegates  and 
guests,  will  be  held  at  Miss  Hullings  Cafeteria  at  1103  Locust  St.  in  St.  Louis  on 
Monday,  May  2,  at  7  a.m. 

The  cost  of  the  meal  is  $8.50  per  person.  To  make  your  reservations,  please 
send  a  check  to  Welton  Brumfield  Jr.,  206  Lafare  Drive,  Amite,  LA  70422,  as 
soon  as  possible  so  arrangements  can  be  made. 


Three  Students  to  Represent  Centenary  at  General  Conference 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
be  well  represented  at  the  1988  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  when  it  convenes  April  26.  One  of 
the  unique  characteristics  of  this  delega¬ 
tion  is  that  one  of  the  delegates,  Pat 
Bolling  made  history  in  Louisiana  by  be¬ 
ing  elected. 

Bolling,  age  19,  is  the  youngest  dele¬ 
gate  elected  to  the  General  Conference 


from  Louisiana.  Bolling  is  a  freshman  at 
Centenary  College,  which  will  also  be 
well-represented  since  it  has  three  stu¬ 
dents  from  different  United  Methodist 
conferences  who  will  serve  as  delegates 
to  this  highest  legislative  body  for  the 
church. 

Two  are  freshman,  Pat  Bolling  who  is 
a  member  of  Homer  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Louisiana  Conference, 


Sean  O’Neal  of  St.  Louis,  and  Rick  Sea¬ 
ton,  a  junior  from  Sedalia,  Missouri. 

"We  all  knew  each  other  before  we  got 
to  Centenary,"  Pat  said,  explaining  that 
it  was  through  youth  activities  with  the 
church  that  the  paths  of  this  trio  had 
crossed.  Pat  and  Sean  were  roommates 
last  summer  at  a  Methodist  youth  meet¬ 
ing  in  Australia  when  they  found  out  they 
would  both  be  attending  Centenary. 


All  three  are  enrolled  in  the  Church 
Careers  program,  one  of  the  first  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  country  designed  specifical¬ 
ly  to  prepare  men  and  women  for  work 
in  the  church.  A  rigorous  curriculum  of 
study  and  internships,  the  Centenary  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  used  by  other  colleges 
and  universities  as  a  successful  model. 

Rick,  who  plans  to  attend  seminary,  is 
majoring  in  Christian  education  with  mi¬ 
nors  in  psychology  and  business  adminis¬ 
tration.  Even  with  a  heavy  academic 
load,  he  plans  to  read  all  the  pre-confer¬ 
ence  material  very  carefully,  so  that  he 
will  be  well-prepared  for  the  meetings. 

As  the  first  youth  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  attend  the  General  Con¬ 
ference,  Pat  confesses  “It  is  a  real  hum¬ 
bling  experience.  We’re  getting  to  see  a 
strata  of  the  Church  that  most  people 
never  see  . . .  and  we’re  doing  it  so  ear¬ 
ly" 

"Not  only  will  we  be  able  to  watch,  but 
to  share  the  policy,  mold  it  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,"  added  Sean,  an  English  and  politi¬ 
cal  science  major  on  the  pre-seminary 
track  in  Church  Careers. 

Centenary  College  states  in  their  cata¬ 
logue  that  the  college  seeks  “to  prepare 
its  students  for  responsibility  in  the  fam¬ 
ily.  the  community, 'the  nation  and  the 
world.  If  the  purpose  of  civilization  is  to 
enhance  the  well-being  of  the  individual, 
Centenary  is  convinced  that,  individuals 
must  become  aware  of  the  immense  debt 
they  owe  to  the  countless  men  and  wom¬ 
en  whose  efforts  and  sacrifices  through¬ 
out  the  ages  have  built  and  preserved 
civilization.  The  College  believes  that 
each  individual  has  the  responsibility  to 
contribute  to  the  continuation  of  the 
fragile  process  of  civilization.” 

whit  better  example  of  that  than 


these  three  young  men? 

Age  is  just  one  of  the  interesting  traits 
of  the  delegates  this  year. 

The  ages  of  the  surveyed  delegates 
from  across  the  nation  for  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  range  from  17  to  84, 
with  an  average  age  of  53.9.  The  average 
age  for  lay  delegates  55.6  years  is  slight¬ 
ly  higher  than  for  clergy,  which  is  52.3, 
while  the  range  of  ages  for  clergy  is  nar¬ 
rower  than  for  laity,  ranging  from  31  to 
67. 

Median  age  of  surveyed  delegates  is 
55.0  compared  with  53.7  for  1984  dele¬ 
gates.  This  shift  is  due  mostly  to  a  jump 
in  median  age  of  clergy  from  52.1  in  1984 
to  54.0  in  1988. 

While  the  most  represented  age  group 
in  1984  was  45  to  54  year-olds,  with  42.6 
percent,  the  most  represented  group  for 
1988  is  55-64  year-olds,  with  43.0  percent 
(compared  with  34.3  percent  in  1984). 
Representation  for  the  other  age  groups 
for  1988  is  consistent  with  1984.  The  un- 
der-35  age  group  shows  no  change  and 
the  percentages  of  delegates  age  35-44 
increases  only  slightly  in  1988  (from  9.8 
percent  to  13.4  percent)  as  does  the  per¬ 
centage  of  those  65  and  older  (from  10.0 
percent  to  11.1  percent). 

Also  of  interest  is  the  gender  of  the 
delegates.  Of  the  surveyed  delegates  for 
whom  gender  was  identified,  33.5  per¬ 
cent  are  female  and  66.5  percent  are 
male.  This  shows  an  increase  in  total  fe¬ 
male  delegates  687  from  28.4  percent  in 
1984  and  a  marked  increase  from  13.4 
percent  in  1972. 

For  lay  delegates,  gender  representa¬ 
tion  is  almost  equal  with  48.0  percent  of 
those  surveyed  male  and  52.0  percent  fe¬ 
male.  While  this  difference  is  not  statisti¬ 


cally  significant,  it  is  notable  in  that  for 
the  first  time,  female  lay  delegates  out¬ 
number  male  lay  delegates.  This  distri¬ 
bution  reverses  that  of  the  1984  General 
Conference,  which  had  52.3  percent 
males  and  47.7  percent  females. 

For  clergy  delegates,  15.1  percent  are 
female  and  84.9  percent  male,  compared 
with  8.9  percent  female  and  91.1  percent 
male  in  1984.  This  distribution  shows  a 
marked  shift  from  1972  when  no  female 
clergy  delegates  were  seated  at  General 
Conference. 

Another  breakdown  of  interest  is  ra¬ 
cial  and  ethnic  background  of  the  dele¬ 
gates.  Delegates  with  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  backgrounds  comprise  16.7  per¬ 
cent  of  the  delegates  surveyed,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  11.2  percent  in  1984;  white 
delegates  comprise  83.3  percent.  The 
largest  ethnic  minority  group  is  blacks 
with  10.3  percent  of  the  U.S.  delegates, 
compared  with  8.2  percent  in  1984;  over 
one-third  (36.7  percent)  of  the  black  dele¬ 
gates  are  female,  which  is  the  highest 
percentage  of  any  ethnic  group. 

Representation  by  delegates  with  His¬ 
panic  and  Asian/Pacific  Islander  heri¬ 
tage  has  also  increased  slightly  for  the 
1988  General  Conference,  from  0.8  per¬ 
cent  to  1.8  percent  and  1.1  percent  to  2.1 
percent,  respectively.  The  number  of  Na¬ 
tive  American/Indian  delegates  (0.9  per¬ 
cent)  is  about  the  same  as  in  1984  (0.8 
percent),  and  1.5  percent  identified  them¬ 
selves  as  having  a  racial  and  ethnic  heri¬ 
tage  other  than  those  listed. 

General  Conference  will  be  an  impor¬ 
tant  event  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  this  diverse  representa¬ 
tion  of  members  will  establish  the  agen¬ 
da  for  the  church’s  next  quadrennium. 


YOUTHFUL  DELEGATES  —  Centenary  College  Students,  General  Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  as  voting 
1.  to  r.,  Sean  O’Neal  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Rick  Seaton  of  Sedalia,  delegates.  Although  majoring  in  different  subjects,  all  three 
Mo.,  and  Pat  Bolling  of  Homer,  La.,  will  attend  the  1988  are  students  in  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers. 


OnCJhe 


“Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go?”  John  6:68 

In  the  beginning  of  his  ministry,  many  people  were  attracted  to  Jesus.  Be¬ 
cause  of  the  vigor  of  his  personality,  the  freshness  of  his  approach  to  life 
and  religion,  many  people  flocked  to  his  side. 

But  they  had  been  attracted  to  him  for  the  wrong  reasons.  And  when  they 
found  this  out,  they  turned  their  backs  on  him. 

In  this  scene,  Jesus  turns  to  those  disciples  who  are  closest  to  him  and 
asks  wistfully,  "Do  you  also  wish  to  go  away?”  Quickly  the  answer  came 
back:  “Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go?  You  have  the  words  of  eternal  life.” 

Now  I  think  that  whatever  they  meant  by  “words  of  eternal  life,”  they  did 
not  mean  words  about  death  and  beyond.  It  is  life  here  and  now  with  an  in¬ 
destructible  quality  about  it.  It  is  life  of  which  you  never  get  tired  or  bored. 
It  is  life  which  is  beyond  the  reach  of  death  in  any  form  —  living  death  or 
dead  death. 

And  they  had  come  to  see  that  the  words  of  Jesus  were  life-giving  words. 
In  comparison,  the  words  of  others  were  life-sapping,  life-diminishing.  Ev¬ 
ery  other  way  of  life  to  which  they  turned,  however  promising  at  first,  end¬ 
ed  up  by  robbing  them  of  vitality. 

This  is  one  of  the  great  discoveries  we  can  make  in  life;  that  there  are 
ideas,  convictions,  words,  that  depress  and  diminish  us,  and  ideas  and  con¬ 
victions  that  enrich  and  fortify  and  give  strength  to  our  lives. 

The  idea  of  a  Master  Race  gripped  Hitler,  but  it  brought  Germany  down 
in  ruins.  It  was  an  idea  that  had  no  life  in  it.  Communism  will  fail  in  the  long 
run.  It  takes  no  account  of  people’s  inner  spiritual  needs,  it  ignores  tran¬ 
scendence.  It  put  down  people  for  a  theory.  The  seeds  of  its  death  are  within 
its  own  body. 

Which  words  and  ideas  have  eternal  life  in  them  and  which  don’t?  If  an 
idea  makes  you  angry  and  intolerant,  if  the  dries  up  the  springs  of  human 
sympathy,  if  it  makes  you  morose  and  suspicious,  something  is  wrong  with 
it. 

When  I  look  at  myself,  I  find  that  there  are  two  ideas  that  have  liberated 
me.  The  first  is  that  God  is  Love  —  or  in  other  words,  life  has  meaning.  The 
second  is  that  I  belong.  When  I  seek  to  isolate  and  think  of  myself,  I  am  de¬ 
minished.  Selfishness  is  not  a  life-giving  idea! 

To  me  these  are  life-giving  convictions.  To  me  they  are  words  of  “eternal 
life,"  and  both  of  them  come  from  him  whom,  along  with  Simon  Peter,  I  call 
“the  Holy  One  of  God.” 

Ben  Oliphint 


Little  Rock  ’88  Set  for  August  4-7 


The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the 
Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  is  an¬ 
nouncing  its  Jurisdictional  Convocation 
called  “LITTLE  ROCK  ’88.”  The  Convo¬ 
cation  is  for  everyone  interested  in  Wor¬ 
ship  and  will  be  held  August  4th  through 
7th  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  at  the  Hil¬ 
ton  Hotel  and  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church. 

There  will  be  classes  in  every  area  of 
worship  and  music  as  well  as  Round  Ta¬ 
ble  Discussions,  Reading  Sessions  (in- 

Correction 

In  the  April  1,  1988  issue  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist,  in  the  article 
“Neely  UMC  Opens  New  Building  with 
Special  Service,”  the  Rev.  Bertrand  Grif¬ 
fin  was  mistakenly  identified  as  an  inter¬ 
im  pastor.  Rev.  Griffin  was  a  full  pastor 
at  Neely  UMC.  We  regret  the  error. 


eluding  some  larger  works),  mini 
concerts,  an  organ  recital,  a  delightful 
handbell  concert,  plus  an  exciting  “Little 
Rock  —  Night  Out!” 

An  outstanding  faculty  has  been  as¬ 
sembled  including:  Eugene  Butler,  John 
Yarrington,  and  Mark  Wilson  in  Choral 
Music,  Felix  and  Martha  Lynn  Thompson 
and  Frances  Callahan  in  Handbells,  An- 
tone  Godding  in  Organ,  Roger  Deschner, 
Andy  Langford,  Jerry  Henry  and  Fred 
Kandeler  in  Worship  and  Preaching. 

Costs  have  been  held  to  a  minimum  so 
you  can  expect  to  get  the  whole  package 
for  about  the  same  price  as  two  years 
ago.  Registration  forms  will  be  available 
by  April  15  and  further  information  may 
be  obtained  by  writing  Carole  Langley, 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  Representa¬ 
tive,  1203  Whispering  Pines,  St.  Louis, 
MO  63146. 


Around  the  Conference 


Persons  -  Churches  -  Events 


SPECIAL  SANCTUARY  —  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  held  a  consecration 
service  at  the  end  of  last  year  for  their  new  sanctuary.  The  service  was  conducted 
by  Dr.  Henry  Blount.  The  seating  capacity  in  the  new  building  is  336.  All  of  the  pews 
and  12  stained  glass  windows  and  a  new  baby  grand  piano  were  given  as  memorials 
or  donations.  Lu  McGehee  was  the  Building  Committee  Chairman  and  Joy  Spencer 
chaired  the  Furnishings  Committee. 


On  Sunday,  April  24,  the  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  celebrating 
Homecoming  and  Heritage  Sunday.  This 
is  a  tremendously  important  event  in  the 
calendar  of  their  church.  Rev.  George 
Pierce  will  be  the  speaker  for  the  11  a.m. 
worship  service.  A  covered  dish  lunch 
will  be  served  in  the  Social  Hall  follow¬ 
ing  the  service.  For  the  evening  service 
at  7  p.m.,  a  brief  history  of  the  church 
will  be  given.  Also,  all  will  enjoy  singing 
and  listening  to  songs  written  by  Charles 
and  John  Wesley.  Rev.  Terry  C.  Willis  is 
the  pastor  at  Vivian. 

A  workshop  was  held  recently  at  St. 
Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in  Alex¬ 
andria  on  Evangelism  2000,  with  21  per¬ 
sons  in  attendance.  An  overview  of  the 
film,  furnished  by  the  Conference,  was 
given  and  plans  were  made  to  make  a 
survey  and  canvass  for  new  and  inactive 
members.  Rev.  Leon  Zordan  Jr.  is  the 
minister  at  St.  Mark. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minden  honored  two  of  its  staff  during 
the  first  part  of  the  year.  Earle  Cooke 
(brother  of  Dr.  Jack  Cooke)  has  been  the 
Chancel  Choir  Director  of  FUMC  for 
over  37  years  and  Mrs.  M.  S.  O’Dell 
(mother  of  Rev.  Larry  and  Rev.  Jack 
O’Dell)  has  been  organist,  pianist  for 
over  20  years.  Marcus  Wren,  Administra¬ 
tive  Board  Chairman,  and  Dr.  Everett 
Doerge,  P.P.R.  Chairman,  presented 


gifts  to  each,  symbolic  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion’s  appreciation  for  their  many  years 
of  faithful  service  to  their  church.  The 
Choir  also  surprised  the  two  honorees 
with  a  dinner  to  include  the  choir  and 
their  families.  Rev.  Bob  Burgess  is  the 
minister  at  First  UMC  Minden. 

The  Youth  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden  are  having  a  Youth 
Revival  April  28-30.  The  service  will 
start  at  7  p.m.  all  three  nights.  There  will 
also  be  special  events  each  day  before 
and  after  the  service.  Some  of  the  other 
events  planned,  as  a  part  of  the  Revival 
are  a  Nursing  Home  visit,  Banana  Split 
Party,  Games  Day,  Pizza  Party  and  a 
Christian  Music  Concert.  The  Director  of 
Youth  Ministries  is  Rev.  Jay  Waalk. 

Recently,  a  very  rewarding  program 
of  spiritual  renewal  was  sponsored  by 
the  Work  Area  on  Evangelism  of  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  The  theme  was  “Three  Nights  for 
God.”  On  each  night,  an  inspirational 
message  was  delivered  by  a  different 
guest  minister.  On  the  first  night,  Rev. 
Andrew  J.  Douglas,  minister  at  Laharpe 
and  Thompson  United  Methodist 
Churches  spoke,  followed  by  Rev.  Alonzo 
J.  Campbell  from  Bethany  UMC  the  sec¬ 
ond  night,  and  Rev.  William  L.  Jones 
from  Asbury  and  St.  Matthews  Methodist 
Churches  the  third  night. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Maybelle  D.  Wendt,  wife  of  re-  Mrs.  Wendt  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
tired  local  minister  Rev.  W.  R.  Wendt,  who  resides  in  Shreveport, 
died  April  5,  1988.  She  was  87  years  old. 


SPECIAL  RECOGNITION  —  At  a  reception  honoring  Sadie  DeLee  at  Winbourne 
United  Methodist  Church,  a  plaque  was  presented  to  her  thanking  her  for  11  faithful 
years  of  service  as  organist  and  pianist.  Rev.  Stephen  Fleming  is  pictured  making 
the  presentation. 


COLLECTING  CANNED  GOODS  —  Taking  their  cue  from  the  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  San  Diego,  the  Zachary  UMW  sponsored  a  SOUP-er  Bowl  at  the  Church. 
Martha  Pace  Browning  and  Helen  Bruner  are  shown  collecting  the  127  cans  of  soup 
and  other  soup  makings  which  were  donated  for  the  Zachary  church  Pantry,  the  Co¬ 
operative  Parish  Ministry  based  at  Istrouma  UMC  and  Women’s  Community  Reha¬ 
bilitation  Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Tapes  'For  Parents  Only’  Available 


The  Conference  Resource  Library  has 
recently  purchased  a  series  of  video¬ 
tapes  called  “For  Parents  Only.”  The  se¬ 
ries  features  Dr.  John  Baucom,  a 
specialist  in  adolescent  and  family  coun¬ 
seling,  and  Dr.  John  White,  an  author  and 
professor  of  psychiatry.  The  series  is 
produced  by  Evangelical  Films. 

“For  Parents  Only”  is  a  series  of  12 
sessions  for  use  in  a  group  setting  with 
discussion.  It  is  designed  for  parents  of 
teens  or  of  children  approaching  their 
teens.  It  comes  with  a  leader’s  guide  and 
a  set  of  worksheets  to  be  copied  for  each 
participant. 

Each  of  the  12  sessions  contains  about 
25  minutes  of  tape  and  should  be  used  in  a 
setting  lasting  60  to  90  minutes.  The 
session  topics  are:  “The  Power  of  Love,’’ 
“The  Model  Parent,’’  “Teen  Stress 
Points.”  “Erosion  of  Trust,”  “Parent/ 


Teen  Communication,”  “Self-Esteem 
and  Self-Image,”  “Causes  of  Teen 
Depression  and  Suicide.”  “Sexual  Issues 
Facing  Teens.”  “The  Drug  and  Alcohol 
Crisis,’’  “Defusing  Anger  in  Your 
Home.”  “The  Power  of  Labeling.”  and 
“Loving  Your  Prodigal  Teen.” 

These  videotapes  would  be  appropri¬ 
ate  to  use  in  an  adult  Sunday  School  class 
or  for  a  special  series  for  parents,  such 
as  Sunday  or  Wednesday  evenings.  The 
study  would  require  a  leader,  but  not 
someone  with  extensive  experience  in 
this  area. 

If  you  would  like  further  information 
or  would  like  to  reserve  this  series, 
please  contact  Carolyn  Powell,  Confer¬ 
ence  Resource  Library,  527  North  Boule¬ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802  or  call 
(504)  346-1646. 
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We  need  to  sow  faith’s  future  today 


A  recent  symposium  on  religion  and 
the  future— ‘2000  A.D.:  A  Symposium  on 
the  21st  Century”— sparkled  with  provoc¬ 
ative  and  often  disturbing  insights  (see  re¬ 
lated  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Here  are  a  few  that  impressed  us: 

•  "Middle-class  society  is  lost  to  itself, 
adrift  in  a  sea  of  psychic  numbing.  Its  tre¬ 
mendous  drive  for  its  own  success  through 
material  prosperity  has  turned  on  itself, 
becoming  now  the  ugly  demon  of  consum¬ 
erism  . . .  [whose]  goods  do  not  fill  in  the 
empty  desires  of  our  hearts.  ...  We  are  a 
people  in  need.”  (the  Rev.  Rebecca  Chopp) 

•  "Americans  are  going  to  take  a  cut 
in  their  standard  of  living.  That’s  not  a 
forecast.  That's  a  fact.  All  economists 
agree  on  that.  We  just  don't  know  when.” 
(Dean  Lester  Thurow) 

•  "We  endlessly  define  ourselves  by 
what  we  take  and  what  we  leave  be¬ 
hind.”  (Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw) 

•  What  Christians  need  most  is  ‘‘a  pas¬ 
sionate  commitment  to  a  well-reasoned 
faith."  (the  Rev.  Chester  Pennington) 

•  "The  more  we  probe  the  future  with 
its  promise  and  peril,  the  more  religious 
questions  .come  to  the  fore.”  (the  Rev. 
Neal  Fisher) 

The  uncoordinated  "fit”  of  these  and 
other  insights  from  the  symposium 
points  to  an  overarching  conclusion  that 
should  form  the  basic  working  assump¬ 
tion  of  all  Christians.  That  assumption. 

Humanity's  need  for  meaning  and 
purpose  in  life,  in  years  to  come  as  in 
ages  past,  can  be  met  adequately  only 
by  a  strong  and  dynamic  religious  faith. 

As  numerous  symposium  speakers  stat¬ 
ed  or  implied,  that  assumption  is  being  se¬ 
verely  tested  in  our  secular  age.  American 
society’s  false  god  of  consumerism  is  par¬ 
ticularly  seductive  for  countless  people. 

Yet.  a  life  built  around  "getting  and 
spending"  is  a  spiritual  dead-end.  Rising 


suicide  rates,  the  growing  incidence  of 
depression  and  other  emotional  disor¬ 
ders.  and  pervasive  feelings  of  discon¬ 
tent  among  people  who  supposedly  “have 
everything"  are  some  of  the  indicators  of 
that  reality  in  our  society. 

As  Christians,  we  are  mandated  by  our 
Lord  to  confront  that  reality,  both  in  our 
own  lives  and  in  the  lives  of  others. 

If  our  faith  is  to  have  a  future  as  a  dy¬ 
namic  and  transforming  influence  in  the 
world  of  2000  and  beyond,  the  seeds  of 
that  future  must  be  sown  by  how  we  live 
our  faith  today. 

That  will  require  us,  as  Christians,  to 
be  more  intentional  about  witnessing  to 
the  living  water  of  Jesus  Christ  who  sat¬ 
isfies  our  deepest  thirsts. 

For  many  of  us,  that  will  require  over¬ 
coming  embarrassment  or  a  false  sense 
of  propriety  about  sharing  with  others 
the  story  of  God’s  love. 

Telling  that  good  news  is  far  too  im¬ 
portant  to  be  brushed  aside  by  excuses 
such  as  the  commonly  expressed  reluc¬ 
tance  to  "force  my  views”  on  others. 

In  other  cases,  sowing  faith  seeds  for 
the  future  may  require  "tending  one’s 
own  garden,"  that  is,  renewing  or  begin¬ 
ning  for  the  first  time  to  cultivate  one’s 
own  spiritual  life. 

That  should  include  the  regular  prac¬ 
tice  of  disciplines  that  contribute  to  faith 
development:  Bible  study,  prayer,  wor¬ 
ship.  service  to  others  and  sacrificial 
giving.  Christians  across  the  ages  have 
experienced  these  to  be  the  most  reliable 
ways  to  nurture  a  vital  spiritual  life. 

We  commend  the  organizers  of  the 
symposium  on  religion  and  the  future  for 
promoting  such  reflections. 

Even  without  “name”  speakers,  other 
congregations  could  produce  similarly 
constructive  results  by  encouraging  re¬ 
flection  about  the  rapidly  approaching 
millenium. 


Here  I  Stand 

Let’ s  pray  for  our  delegates ,  denomination 


Bonnie,  my  wife,  and  I  grew  up  in 
radically  different  households  politi¬ 
cally.  That  was  during  the  great  eco¬ 
nomic  Depression  of  the  1930s  and 
World  War  II.  It  was  also  during  the 
presidential  administration  of  Frank¬ 
lin  D.  Roosevelt. 

In  one  household,  FDR  was  seen  as 
savior;  in  the  other,  almost  as  Satan. 

One  family  spoke  of  the  “Hoover 
Depression"  and  saw  Roosevelt  as  the 
solution  to  everything  except  the 
common  cold.  The  other  family  re¬ 
peated  such  scornful  lines  as  “Vote 
for  me.  and  I’ll  bring  back  liquor," 
and,  "If  I’m  elected,  our  boys  will 
never  fight  on  foreign  soil.” 

Few  of  us  checked  to  see  if  the  quo¬ 
tations  were  accurate,  and  certainly 
none  of  us  had  much  understanding  of 
what  and  who  were  responsible  for  a 
depression. 

Set  up  for  a  letdown 

The  point  is  that  we  Americans  have 
long  held  unrealistic  expectations  of  our 
elected  leaders,  and  the  tendency  may 
be  worse  now  than  previously.  The  polit¬ 
ical  rhetoric  we  will  hear  during  the 
next  few  months  will  make  it  sound  as 
if  we  are  electing  a  new  Messiah,  not  a 
president.  We  set  ourselves  up  for  a  let¬ 
down  by  expecting  more  of  our  political 
process  than  it  can  produce. 

Every  four  years  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  do  the  same  thing  with’ regard 
to  our  General  Conference. 

We  talk  and  write  as  if  that  body 
could  resolve  every  issue  of  importance 
for  some  10  million  people  who  hold  an 
infinite  variety  of  opinion  and  convic¬ 
tions.  This  attitude  not  only  creates  im¬ 
possible  expectations,  but  it  also 
produces  a  highly  charged  emotional  at¬ 


mosphere  that  further  endangers  our 
fragile  sense  of  unity  in  this  denomina¬ 
tion. 

The  worst  thing  I  see  about  this 
spiritual  climate  is  that  it  promotes  a 
form  of  blackmail  used  to  influence 
delegates. 

By  that  I  mean  the  attitude  ex¬ 
pressed  in  words  like  these:  "If  the 
General  Conference  does  not  legislate 
as  I  wish  on  this  matter,  then  tens  of 
thousands  will  leave  The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

Death  would  come 

A  recent  letter  assured  me  that  if 
the  conference  took  a  certain  action, 
"the  United  Methodist  Church  will 
die."  (The  words  were  emphasized, 
and  there  were  no  qualifying  phrases; 
there  was  absolute  assurance  that 
death  would  come.) 

The  implication  of  such  statements 
is  that  if  their  pressure  tactics  fail, 
the  dissatisfied  members  will  go  to  a 
church  of  another  denomination  in 
which  there  is  uniformity  of  opinion, 
theological  purity  and  no  moral  fail¬ 
ures.  Very  recent  church  history 
would  indicate  that  this  kind  of  spiri¬ 
tual  home  might  be  hard  to  find. 

Again  and  again  we  receive  mes¬ 
sages  from  those  who  claim  they  repre¬ 
sent  the  grass-roots  church  and,  we 
assume,  the  will  of  God.  They  bum 
with  righteous  indignation  and  threaten 
those  who  disagree  with  punishment  by 
a  God  who  is  even  angrier  than  they. 

Armageddon  coming? 

Many  of  the  petitions,  letters  and 
declarations  that  abound,  create  or 
reflect  a  mindset  that  the  next  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  is  Armageddon.  It  ap¬ 


pears  that  St.  Louis  is  that  great 
apocalyptic  battlefield  where  the  fi¬ 
nal  struggle  between  good  and  evil 
will  take  place. 

Now,  I  have  high  regard  for  the 
conferences  of  our  church,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  we  will  be  engaged  in  an  impor¬ 
tant  part  of  God’s  work  at  this 
quadrennial  session.  But  it  hardly 
qualifies  as  Armageddon! 

Different  image  suggested 

I  want  to  suggest  a  different  image 
to  think  about  General  Conference.  It  is 
an  old  image  given  to  us  by  Jesus,  the 
parable  in  which  he  speaks  of  God’s 
kingdom  being  like  the  field  of  wheat  in 
which  some  weeds  were  sown. 

Some  zealous  workers  wanted  to 
know  if  they  should  pull  the  weeds 
promptly,  but  the  master  saw  that 
that  might  endanger  the  tender  young 
wheat  plants.  He  told  them  to  let 
them  grow  side  by  side,  then  at  har¬ 
vest  time  the  weeds  would  be  gath¬ 
ered  and  burned. 

It  might  also  be  true  that  what 
zealots  see  as  weeds  are  only  new  or 
different  varieties  of  wheat. 

Can  we  United  Methodists  be  con¬ 
tent  to  let  God  do  the  judging?  Can  we 
calm  down  a  little  and  be  content  to 
trust  God?  Can  we  concentrate  on 
growing  in  our  own  discipleship  rath¬ 
er  than  fighting  among  ourselves? 

Another  way  recommended 

I  recommend  another  way  of  pre¬ 
paring  for  our  General  Conference: 
praying.  I  would  not  eliminate  the  let¬ 
ters  to  delegates  or  petitions.  We  need 
this  exchange  of  opinions.  But  we  do 
not  need  hysteria  and  threats  of  doom. 

When  I  speak  of  needing  prayer,  I 


do  not  mean  the  kind  of  prayer  that 
tells  God  to  force  other  people  to 
agree  with  our  own  opinions.  Recently 
I  visited  a  woman  in  the  hospital.  We 
thought  her  illness  might  be  life- 
threatening,  and  so  it  is.  I  prayed  with 
her  and  assured  her  that  I  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  pray.  She  said,  "Thank  you, 
and  be  sure  to  tell  me  what  God  says.” 

I  was  caught  off  guard  because  I  was 
going  to  tell  God  what  I  wanted  for  this 
woman.  She  was  suggesting  that  what 
she  needed  was  to  listen  to  God. 

Prayer  needed  now,  later 

I  would  like  to  call  for  two  weeks  of 
silent  prayer  for  General  Conference, 
two  weeks  in  which  every  member  of 
our  denomination  and  every  elected 
delegate  simply  listens  to  God. 

This  kind  of  prayer  needs  to  happen 
before,  during  and  after  the  St.  Louis 
sessions.  This  attitude  needs  to  be  over, 
under  and  through  everything  that  is 
done  and  said  in  that  the  conference. 

If  we  will  choose  this  way,  perhaps 
it  will  inspire  some  sense  of  calm  con¬ 
fidence  that  God  is  in  charge,  that 
God  will  shape  the  church  and  that 
God  will  nurture  the  wheat  and  take 
care  of  the  weeds! 

" Here  l  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  James  E. 
Magaw  is  superintendent  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  District  in  the  East  Ohio  Annu¬ 
al  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
"Here  I  Stand."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Doctrine  ‘debate-in-print’  affirmed,  sparks  more  debate 

in  snme  clear,  into  comDartmentalizine  and  affirming  would  discourage  the  "anything  goes”  It  is  the  story  of  Steven  Biko.  a  black  Global  Ministries  Jo^ed  the  Gene: 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  does  a  splendid  service 
by  keeping  track  of  the  current  doctrinal 
standards  debate. 

The  debate-in-print  between  Bishop 
Earl  Hunt  and  the  Rev.  Donald  Messer  is 
an  excellent  example  of  a  responsible 
kind  of  coverage  (see  UMR,  April  1). 

There  is  a  valuable  upside  to  the  de¬ 
bate.  It  represents  a  fresh  concern  for 
theology,  one  not  always  found  among  us 
as  Untied  Methodists.  John  Updike  has 
commented  that  theology  "must  always 
unravel  and  be  reknit.”  Much  is  to  be 
learned  from  the  unraveling  and  reknit¬ 
ting  now  going  on. 

The  downside  is  an  overemphasis  on 
"Wesleyan  theology.”  Our  respected  fel¬ 
low  Christians  ask,  “Is  there  truly  a  Wes¬ 


leyan  theology  in  some  clear 
systematized  form?” 

Actually,  no.  John  Wesley,  no  slouch  of 
a  theologian  himself,  deliberately  avoid¬ 
ed  making  fast  doctrines  and  abhorred 
dogmatism  (may  we,  his  followers,  do 
likewise). 

The  stridency  with  which  Wesley  is  ap¬ 
propriated  in  the  present  debate  has  too 
many  overtones  of  vested  self-interests. 
The  prospect  that  we,  who  have  pioneer¬ 
ed  and  consistently  led  the  recognition  of 
religious  pluralism,  should  now  defect 
from  its  realities,  is  frightening. 

Without  question,  we  need  a,  geological 
awareness  that  is  relevant.  That  can  hardly 
be  one  uncritically  seeking  a  Wesleyan  the¬ 
ology  more  to  be  manufactured  than  found. 

Nor  do  we  need  to  be  unduly  rushed 


into  compartmentalizing  and  affirming 
the  reknit  theological  positions. 

I  look  forward,  post-General  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  continued  Reporter  coverage  of 
the  on-going  debate,  upside  and  downside. 

Gilbert  Y.  Taverner 
Middletown,  Rhode  Island 

‘Anything  goes’  decried 

To  the  Editor: 

The  April  1  interview  with  the  Rev. 
Donald  E.  Messer  shed  considerable  light 
on  what  the  radical-liberals  have  done 
and  are  doing  to  our  church. 

He  is  fearful  of  a  meaningful  ^nd  con¬ 
clusive  statement  of  doctrines  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  as  is  being  pro¬ 
posed  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 
He  is  fearful  because  the  statement 


My  Witness 

We  should  have  faith  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
will  influence  1 988  General  Conference 

.  .r  _ _ i _ _  too  nwn  commitment  to  the  church  that  G 


By  PAUL  W.  SCHLAPBACH 

Enormous  energy  and  time  are  being 
invested  in  the  1988  General  Conference. 
Weekly,  if  not  daily,  for  many  months  in¬ 
dividuals  and  groups  have  been  coming 
and  going  in  St.  Louis. 

Locally  and  nationally  the  activity  is 
intense  as  996  delegates  make  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  awesome  responsibility  that 
is  theirs. 

We  would  like  to  believe  the  results 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  investment 
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even  to  the  extent  of  a  paraphrase  of  Isa¬ 
iah  and  Paul:  What  no  eye  has  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  nor  hearts  ' 

conceived,  God  has 
prepared  for  God’s  1 
loving  people. 

And  why  not? 

Although  signifi-  * 
cant  attention  has 
been  focused  on  divi¬ 
sive  issues,  our  strug-  -■  ~ 

gle  and  our  strength  Paul  Schlapbach 
are  in  the  same  reality:  We  are  a  broadly 
based  church,  so  thoroughly  democratic 
that  it  takes  two  weeks  for  a  conference, 
to  the  dismay  of  some  of  our  other  de¬ 
nominational  acquaintances.  We  are  not 
an  empire  based  on  the  charisma  of  one 
personality. 

We  expect  the  Holy  Spirit 

Neither  do  we  delegate  decision-mak¬ 
ing  to  a  council,  even  a  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops.  There  is  both  safety  and  insight,  we 
believe,  in  the  numbers  who  participate 
in  finding  God’s  direction  for  the  church. 
The  insights  and  experiences  of  some 
will  tend  to  correct  the  differing  under¬ 
standings  of  others.  We  expect  the  Holy 
Spirit's  guiding  presence  in  this  process. 

Therefore  we  ought  to  trust  the  Spirit 
and  that  process,  every  one  of  us.  Once  de¬ 
cisions  are  made  we  ought  to  trust  again 
that  the  Spirit  was  in  fact  present  and 
then  wait  to  see  that  it  might  be  so,  even 
in  contrast  to  our  strongly  held  belief. 

Fear  grips  at  the  hearts  of  some  of  our 
members,  fear  that  wrong  decisions  will 
be  made  There  is  a  fear  of  disunity  and 
even  threats  of  disunity.  A  trust  in  God's 
guidance  should  allay  those  fears.  Our 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

•  A  soft  answer  turns  away  wrath,  but 
a  harsh  word  stirs  up  anger." 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Galatians  6:7) 

Readings  for  week  of  April  25 

Monday:  Psalms  23 
Tuesday:  Acts  4:8-12 
R  ednesday:  1  John  3:18-24 
Thursday:  John  10:11-18 
Friday:  John  10:22-30 
Saturday:  John  11:1-44 
Sunday:  John  12:1-8 


own  commitment  to  the  church  that  God 
gave  us  through  our  fathers  and  mothers 
should  preclude  any  thought  of  disunity. 

Naive  as  it  may  seem,  a  determination 
should  arise  from  all  of  us  that  whatever 
form  we  take  as  United  Methodists  and 
whatever  direction  we  mutually,  if  not 
unanimously,  are  led  to  go,  the  world 
will  see  a  strong  example  of  unity  even 
in  diversity. 

In  the  famous  words,  "These  are  the 
times,  and  we  are  the  people,”  lies  a 
great  responsibility.  But  revised  to  say. 
"These  are  the  times,  and  we  are  God’s 
people,"  gives  a  heart-pounding  excite¬ 
ment  to  God  at  work  in  our  midst. 

A  leadership  vacuum  exists 

There  seems  to  be  a  significant  vacuum 
in  the  public  image  of  authentic,  dynamic 
religious  leadership.  That  is  not  to  discred¬ 
it  the  multitude  of  faithful  local  church 
clergy  and  lay  members  nor  to  discount 
our  own  denominational  leadership. 

But  on  the  heels  of  calamities  on  the 
part  of  widely  known  and  followed  spiritu¬ 
al  leaders,  the  need  is  so  great  for  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  God's  faithful  people  leading  in 
the  world  today.  It  stirs  our  imagination 
that  we  as  United  Methodists  might  pro¬ 
vide  such  authentic  visible  leadership. 

Instead  of  fearing  what  might  happen 
in  St.  Louis,  we  ought  to  fear  missing 
God's  call  for  this  very  time.  Instead  of 
positioning  ourselves  against  one  anoth¬ 
er.  our  need  is  to  look  beyond  extremes, 
not  to  mere  compromises  but  to  God’s 
higher  way. 

Believe  as  you  come  to  St.  Louis  or  as 
you  look  to  St.  Louis  that  we  can  live  with 
one  another  in  love  until  God  gives  us  per¬ 
fect  wisdom  on  any  issue.  To  be  hardened 
in  any  one  position  is  to  be  brittle.  God 
needs  living,  loving  human  beings  today. 

The  world  does  not  look  for  instant  per¬ 
fection  but  for  discernable  love.  In  such 
love  those  in  confusion  will  see  the  light 
of  God  and  see  God.  Imagine  such  head¬ 
lines  as.  "Pentecost  revisited  as  United 
Methodists  speak  in  tongues  of  love." 

St.  Louis  is  as  good  a  place  as  any  for 
God  to  raise  up  a  renewed  people  beyond 
our  best  imagination  and  far  beyond  our 
fears.  It  will  not  be  the  last  chance  to  re¬ 
vise  our  thinking.  But  we  ought  not  wait 
another  four  years  for  the  power  of  divine 
love  to  sweep  over  us  and  out  from  us. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Schlapbach  lives  in  St. 
Louis  and  is  director  of  the  Missouri  East 
Annual  Conference  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries. 


would  discourage  the  “anything  goes’ 
school  of  theology. 

He  wants  every  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry 
to  feel  free  to  do  his  own  thing  and  set 
the  theological  agenda  for  the  church. 

The  primacy  of  Scriptures  that  tradi¬ 
tionally  and  historically  has  held  Chris¬ 
tianity  together  is  a  threat  to  him  because 
it  may  be  used  to  discourage  what  he 
claims  to  be  “creative  theologies”  such  as 
liberation  and  feminist  theologies. 

He  is  wrong,  and  more  dangerously,  he 
is  a  fear-monger  among  the  United 
Methodist  theological  community.  All 
theologies  must  stem  from  Scripture  or 
they  have  hardly  any  value  for  us.  Hu¬ 
man  wisdom  is  not  superior  to  the  wis¬ 
dom  put  forth  in  the  Scriptures. 

I  really  shudder  to  think  what  will 
happen  if  the  1988  General  Conference 
does  not  adopt  the  proposed  statement. 
We  have  already  been  bled  to  death 
membershipwise  by  the  fear-mongering 
of  irresponsible  radicals. 

The  church  is  suffering  terribly  because 
of  the  do-it-yourself  theologians  of  our 
church.  The  members  have  no  doctrinal 
moorings  in  our  church.  It  is  alarming  to 
me  and  makes  me  ashamed  of  my  church. 

Sargon  Y.  Ibraham 
Lynn,  Massachusetts 

Apartheid  film  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

Recently  my  husband  and  I  saw  the 
movie,  "Cry  Freedom.” 


It  is  the  story  of  Steven  Biko,  a  black 
African,  who  died  unnecessarily  and  un¬ 
justly  in  a  South  African  prison  more 
than  10  years  ago,  as  told  by  a  white  jour¬ 
nalist  who  had  become  his  advocate  and 
his  friend  at  great  personal  suffering. 

It  is  a  powerful  movie  produced  on  the 
scale  of  “Gandhi.”  It  should  raise  the 
consciousness  of  all  of  us  who  live  in  the 
United  States  about  the  intolerable  situa¬ 
tion  that  exists  regarding  the  basic  hu¬ 
man  rights  of  the  black  majority  in 
South  Africa. 

I  urge  people  to  see  it  and  experience 
the  impact  of  the  .gross  injustices  of  the 
apartheid  white-minority  government  to¬ 
ward  its  black  peoples. 

I  would  also  refer  you  to  an  article  in 
the  March  1988  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en’s  publication,  “Response,”  about  a  res¬ 
olution  that  is  to  be  presented  at  the  1988 
General  Conference  convening  April  26. 

It  is  too  easy  for  us  to  be  uninformed 
and  complacent  when  we  could  be  con¬ 
tributing  to  a  change  in  policy. 

It  is  unfair  to  dismiss  casually  the  vio¬ 
lence  as  being  simply  black  against 
black  when  the  basic  cause  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  the  unjust  system  of  apartheid. 

Beth  Griffin 
Otto,  North  Carolina 

Shell  boycott  stuns 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  stunned,  appalled,  hurt  and  an¬ 
gry  to  learn  that  the  General  Board  of 


Global  Ministries  joined  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  by  endors¬ 
ing  a  boycott  of  Royal  Dutch/Shell  Oil 
(see  UMR,  April  1). 

I  spent  nearly  36  years  with  Shell  Oil 
and  am  proud  to  say  that  it  has  excellent 
policies  and  benefits  that  have  provided 
millions  of  people  with  a  fine  standard  of 
living  throughout  the  years. 

The  company  has  gone  to  great 
lengths  in  spending  time,  effort  and  mon¬ 
eys  to  confirm  their  opposition  to  apart¬ 
heid.  The  church  agencies’  action  is 
indeed  a.gross  iftigrepresentation  of 
Shell's  position.  It  may  result  in  a  loss  of 
United  Methodist  ^customers.” 

How  well  do  you  think  United  Methodist 
missionaries  (and  others)  in  Africa  (or 
elsewhere)  would  manage  without  Shell’s 
many  products  and  byproducts?  Then  add 
Shell’s  influence  on  such  a  political  issue. 
Apparently  the  church  groups  that  devel¬ 
oped  this  stand  know  little  of  the  commit¬ 
ments  Shell  has  made  for  the  betterment 
of  those  less  fortunate  in  our  world. 

Again,  I  am  proud  to  be  a  part  of  this 
great  company  and  am  embarrassed 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  mis¬ 
sions  and  social-action  agencies  have 
taken  such  a  narrow-minded  attitude  on 
this  political  issue. 

Better  the  church  stick  to  the  subject 
it  should  know  best— that  of  the  spiritual 
aspects  of  life.  Jean  Whitson 

Plano,  Texas 


Pontius'  Puddle 


I  WOMDER 
IF  G-OD  CAM 
REALLY 
HEAR  N\E. 


FEE  0  THE  H0M&RY 
RI&UT  IM JUSTICE. 
WORK  FOR  PEACE* 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Lots  of  ‘empty  pots’  waiting  to  be  filled 

..  .  .  ...  _ »  foe  tuVm  hie  wac  clandard-  writing  letters  to 


Journalists  are  stereotyped  as  having 
many  mannerisms.  Like  most  stereo¬ 
types,  some  are  true;  some  are  half-true; 
some  are  outright  " 

falsehoods. 

There  is  one  quirk 
that  is  frequently 
true.  As  if  the  stimu¬ 
lation  of  chasing  sto¬ 
ries  weren’t  enough, 
most  journalists  tend 
to  drink  lots  of  coffee. 

I  have  yet  to  work  Cynthia  Astle 
in  a  newsroom  where  the  coffee  pot  wasn’t 
a  focal  point  of  frequent  conversation. 

Who  makes  the  coffee,  and  how  it  is 
made  and  how  often  the  pot  is  empty  are 
daily  topics. 

Some  newsrooms  employ  services  that 
provide  professional  makers  with  pre¬ 
cisely  measured  packets  of  ground  cof¬ 
fee.  Some  have  the  kind  of  automatic 
maker  found  in  many  kitchens.  One  or 
two  even  cling  to  a  battered,  stained  per¬ 
colator  with  a  wheeze  like  a  broken- 
down  bellows. 

Technology  aside,  the  labor  involved 
in  making  coffee  remains  a  question. 

Most  places  I've  worked  where  coffee 
drinking  is  continuous  operated  on  the 


"she-who”  rule,  that  is,  she  (or  he)  who 
takes  the  last  cup  makes  the  next  pot.  Like 
any  commandment,  it’s  only  as  effective 
as  people’s  willingness  to  observe  it. 

Consequently,  with  no  apologies  to  my 
feminist  sisters  who  object  to  coffee¬ 
making  on  political  grounds  (no  pun  in¬ 
tended),  I’ve  taken  on  making  the  office 
coffee  as  part  of  my  ministry. 

I  feel  something  quietly  joyful  in  set¬ 
ting  a  fresh  pot  of  coffee  on  to  brew. 

With  a  minimum  of  my  effort,  a  fresh 
pot  of  coffee  means  that  my  coffee- 
drinking  colleagues  will  come  out  of 
their  offices  and  experience  genuine  de¬ 
light  at  being  able  immediately  to  pour 
themselves  reviving  cups. 

My  contribution  is  infinitesimal  com¬ 
pared  to  that  of  others.  We  all  know  who 
they  are— stalwart  Sunday  school  teachers 
and  nursery  workers,  patient  counselors 
and  other  strong  souls  capable  of  giving 
comfort  in  the  most  trying  of  times. 

A  perfect  example  was  pointed  out  to 
me  recently  while  I  was  researching  a  sto¬ 
ry  on  the  East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish. 

The  Rev.  John  D.  Thornburg,  pastor  of 
Greenland  Hills  United  Methodist 
Church,  told  of  his  efforts  to  improve  his 
church’s  evangelistic  outreach.  One  of 


his  ideas  was  standard:  writing  letters  to 
first-time  visitors.  But  the  question  was 
who  in  his  small  church  should  under¬ 
take  the  job. 

Not  long  afterward,  a  woman  joined 
the  congregation  who  told  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
burg  how  difficult  it  had  been  for  her  to 
take  that  first  step  into  the  sanctuary. 
She  was  a  widow  who  felt  drawn  back  to 
God,  but  she  was  so  terrified  of  entering 
the  church  that  she  had  to  sit  in  her  car 
for  20  minutes  to  gather  her  courage. 

Once  she  entered,  she  said,  the  mem¬ 
bers  made  her  feel  so  welcome  that  she 
joined  immediately. 

"Right  away,”  said  Mr.  Thornburg,  “I 
knew  she  was  the  person  for  the  job  of 
writing  to  first-time  visitors.” 

She  has  been  at  her  job  now  for  nearly 
two  years,  "and  she’s  never  missed  a 
beat.”  Mr.  Thornburg  said. 

Like  the  woman  who  writes  letters  be¬ 
cause  she  knows  the  courage  needed  for 
first-time  steps  into  a  new  congregation, 
I  make  the  coffee  because  I  know  what 
it's  like  to  face  an  empty  pot. 

The  longer  I  am  a  Christian,  the  more  I 
realize  how  many  "empty  pots”  are  out 
there  waiting  for  someone  to  fill  them  up. 

—CYNTHIA  ASTLE 
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2000  A.D.  symposium  warned  of  bad  times 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS— A  not-so-funny  thing 
happened  on  the  way  to  the  year  2000 
during  a  recent  symposium  on  religion 
and  the  future  sponsored  by  Hennepin 
Avenue  United  Methodist  Church  (see  re¬ 
lated  story  below). 

In  separately  prepared  talks  to  some 
350  people  at  the  two-day  event— “2000 
A.D.:  A  Symposium  on  the  21st  Centu¬ 
ry”— speaker  after  speaker  sounded  a 
similar  apocalyptic  theme: 

The  present  is  a  harbinger  of  bad  times 
to  come  for  church  and  society  if  changes 
in  our  vision  and  values  do  not  soon  occur. 

“As  we  approach  the  21st  century,  we 


are  in  a  time  of  great  crisis,"  said  the  Rev. 
Rebecca  S.  Chopp  during  the  April  8-9 
symposium  in  Hennepin  Avenue  UMC’s 
English  Gothic  sanctuary. 

Dr.  Chopp  teaches  theology  at  UM-relat- 
ed  Candler  School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta. 

“Death,  control,  destruction,  deviance, 
force,  manipulation,  murder”  are  all 
words  that  describe  the  world  of  1988, 
Dr.  Chopp  said.  She  added: 

“Middle  class  society  is  lost  to  itself, 
adrift  in  a  sea  of  psychic  numbing.  Its 
tremendous  drive  for  its  own  success 
through  material  prosperity  has  turned 
on  itself,  becoming  now  the  ugly  demon 
of  consumerism  . . .  [whose]  goods  do  not 


How  did  one  church  do  it? 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

MINNEAPOLIS— How  does  one 
United  Methodist  congregation,  act¬ 
ing  by  itself,  pull  off  an  event  with  so 
many  prominent  speakers  as  the  re¬ 
cent  “2000  A.D.:  A  Symposium  on  the 
21st  Century”? 

First  answer:  “Not  easily.” 

“There  are  perhaps  10  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  country 
that  could  have  done  it,”  said  one 
speaker,  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
(East  Ohio  Area). 

Second  answer:  “With  visionary 
pastoral  leadership  and  hard-working 
lay  involvement.” 

The  idea  for  the  symposium  origi¬ 
nated  in  a  1985  memo  from  the  con¬ 
gregation’s  then  newly  appointed 
pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Tyler  Scoates, 
to  Hennepin’s  task  force  on  “planning 
and  priorities.” 

“He  lit  the  light  that  resulted  in  the 
symposium,  then  stepped  back  and  let 
us  do  it,”  said  church  member  Bob 
Onan,  who  chaired  the  24-member 
committee  that  organized  and  coordi¬ 
nated  the  event. 


It  was  first  conceived  as  an  “in- 
house”  event,  a  way  to  stimulate  the 
113  year-old  congregation  to  take  cre¬ 
ative  steps  toward  revitalizing  its 
ministry,  Mr.  Scoates  said. 

Funding  for  the  event— which  to¬ 
taled  some  $30,000,  according  to  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  Harlyn  C.  Hagmann— 
came  from  four  sources:  individual  do¬ 
nors,  the  regular  church  budget,  regis¬ 
tration  fees  and  a  grant  from  the 
church’s  endowment,  which  is  restrict¬ 
ed  to  programming,  Mr.  Scoates  said. 

As  the  program  took  shape  and  ex¬ 
perts  like  economist  Lester  Thurow 
accepted  invitations  to  speak,  it  be¬ 
came  apparent  that  other  congrega¬ 
tions  and  individuals  would  likely 
benefit  from  the  event,  he  said. 

What  did  he  learn  from  the  event? 

“Our  denomination  needs  a  new 
brand  of  Christianity,  one  that  holds 
an  intelligent  view  of  the  faith,  that 
isn’t  afraid  of  its  evangelical  dimen¬ 
sion  but  also  isn’t  afraid  to  express  it¬ 
self  in  social  outreach.” 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Not-so-funny  things  foreseen  for  21st  century  unless 
changes  occur  soon  in  church/society’s  vision ,  values 


fill  in  the  empty  desires  of  our  hearts. . . . 
We  are  a  people  in  need.” 

Women’s  values  offer  new  vision 

Dr.  Chopp,  whose  address  was  entitled 
“Envisionment:  Toward  a  New  Future  for 
Women  in  the  21st  Century,”  said  that 
values  associated  with  being  a  woman — 
"mutuality,  caring,  nurturing,  embodi¬ 
ment,  celebration  and  beauty”— offer  the 
basis  of  a  new  vision  of  the  future  that 
could  liberate  both  women  and  men. 

It’s  along  the  lines  of  such  vision  that 
“the  church  must  find  the  grace  to  live 
differently  . . .  and  become  a  community 
of  solidarity  and  love,”  Dr.  Chopp  said. 

Economist  Lester  C.  Thurow,  dean  of 
the  Sloan  School  of  Management  at  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.,  also  tied  the  present  crisis 
to  the  need  for  a  new  sense  of  community. 

In  a  45-minute  address  that  drew  sus¬ 
tained  applause,  Dr.  Thurow,  a  contrib¬ 
uting  editor  for  “Newsweek”  magazine 
and  a  columnist  for  “The  New  York 
Times,”  gave  a  detailed  analysis  of 
America’s  economic  plight. 

Citing  the  “black  hole”  in  the  world 
economy— the  growing  U.S.  trade  defi¬ 
cit— as  the  main  factor  promoting  eco¬ 
nomic  instability,  Dr.  Thurow  said  the 
trade  imbalance  “can’t  go  on  forever.” 

'No  one  beats  compound  interest’ 

“The  U.S.  would  have  to  go  into  debt 
forever”  if  the  deficit  were  assumed  to 
be  inevitable,  Dr.  Thurow  said.  But,  he 
added,  “No  human  being  has  ever  beaten 
compound  interest.” 

Consequently,  he  said,  “Americans  are 
going  to  take  a  cut  in  their  standard  of 
living.  That’s  not  a  forecast.  That’s  a 
fact.  All  economists  agree  on  that.  We 
just  don’t  know  when.” 

The  solution,  he  said,  must  be  based  on 
an  unprecedented  level  of  national  and 
international  cooperation:  Americans 


must  reduce  consumer  credit  and  save 
more.  Japan  must  buy  more  from  other 
nations,  and  West  Germany  must  accel¬ 
erate  its  economic  growth. 

“The  answer  rests  with  one  word 
Americans  don’t  use  very  often:  commu¬ 
nity,”  he  said.  “As  a  community  we  have 
to  change  the  rules"  that  most  affect  our 
lives,  Dr.  Thurow  said. 

'Ultimate  questions’  raised 

The  Rev.  Neal  F.  Fisher,  president  of 
UM-related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  noted 
that  the  “precariousness  of  the  times 
provokes  ultimate  questions,”  including 
“implicitly  theological  questions.” 

Some  “prophets”  raising  such  ques¬ 
tions  are  found  most  prominently  in  the 
secular  community.  Dr.  Fisher  said.  He 
cited  two,  economist  Robert  Heilbroner 
and  engineer  Willis  Harman. 

A  1974  book  by  Dr.  Heilbroner,  “An  In¬ 
quiry  into  the  Human  Prospect,”  raised 
profound  questions  about  the  nature  of 
hope,  Dr.  Fisher  said. 

And,  he  said,  Mr.  Harman  has  identi¬ 
fied  four  formative  “paradigms”  of  U.S. 
society:  1)  industrialization,  2)  the  scien¬ 
tific  method,  3)  the  belief  in  progress  and 
4)  pragmatic  values. 

A  secular  call  to  ‘conversion’ 

Dr.  Fisher  said  Mr.  Harman  contends 
that  pursuit  of  values  related  to  these  par¬ 
adigms  “is  inimical  to  our  long-range  fu¬ 
ture.”  Mr.  Harman  calls  for  “metanoia,” 
Greek  for  “conversion”— “the  same  word 
we  Christians  use,”  Dr.  Fisher  pointed  out. 

“The  more  we  probe  the  future  with 
its  promise  and  peril,  the  more  religious 
questions  come  to  the  fore,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  James  M.  Wall,  editor  of 
“The  Christian  Century,”  in  a  “retro¬ 
spective”  from  the  year  2020,  cited  the 
“phenom  factor”  as  a  primary  peril  of 
contemporary  U.S.  society. 


The  “phenom  factor”  refers  to  mass  me¬ 
dia’s  rapid-fire  shaping  of  public  percep¬ 
tions  of  what’s  important,  Mr.  Wall 
explained.  The  result  is  a  “lost  sense  of  un¬ 
derstanding  things  in  depth,"  he  lamented. 

The  needed  role  of  Christians  in  fight¬ 
ing  the  “phenom  factor”  is  to  “always 
look  beneath  the  surface,”  Mr.  Wall  said. 

Other  speakers  included: 

•The  Rev.  Diedra  H.  Kriewald,  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Christian  education  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington, 
who  warned  that  “we  in  the  church  are 
losing  the  ability  to  communicate  with 
each  other,”  particularly  with  youth. 

•Dr.  David  Noble,  a  University  of 
Minnesota  historian  who  identified  social 
forces  that  have  influenced  the  shape  of 
contemporary  United  Methodism. 

•Dr.  John  Najarian,  University  of 
Minnesota  organ  transplant  specialist, 
who  urged  Christians  to  be  involved  in 
ethical  issue  related  to  modern  medical 
technology. 

•Bishop  James  S.  Thomas  (East  Ohio 
Area),  who  reminded  participants  that  “one 
thing  that  will  not  change  in  the  21st  centu¬ 
ry  is  the  human  story;  there  will  always  be 
births,  deaths,  friendships —  etc.” 

•The  Rev.  Richard  D.  Waggoner,  Hen¬ 
nepin  Avenue  UMC  minister  of  music, 
who  contended  that  liturgical  renewal  is 
and  will  continue  to  be  the  most  unifying 
influence  across  the  church. 

•Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minneso¬ 
ta  Area),  who  spoke  on  the  role  of  tradi¬ 
tion  in  shaping  the  present  and  future. 
‘We  endlessly  define  ourselves  by  what 
we  take  and  what  we  leave  behind,” 
Bishop  Colaw  said. 

•  The  Rev.  Chester  A.  Pennington,  re¬ 
tired  senior  pastor  of  Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC,  who,  in  summing  up  the  results  of 
the  symposium,  called  for  "a  passionate 
commitment  to  a  well-reasoned  faith.” 


Growth! 

Africans  propel 
new  UM  peak; 
U.S.  falls  again 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

As  of  last  week,  membership  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church  totaled 
9.85  million,  the  denominational  sta¬ 
tistics  office  reported.  That’s  up 
from  the  9.7  million  officially  re¬ 
ported  last  year. 

The  last  time  membership  in  the 
United  States,  Europe,  Africa  and 
the  Philippines  approached  9.85  mil¬ 
lion  was  in  1981,  when  it  was  9.87 
million.  The  total  had  been  slipping 
each  year  since  then. 

Recently  received  membership  re¬ 
ports  from  three  annual  conferences 
in  Africa  account  for  the  member¬ 
ship  increase,  said  Daniel  A.  Nielsen, 
director  of  the  Department  of  Statis¬ 
tics  at  the  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration. 

Those  figures  arrived  too  late  to 
be  included  in  the  1987  General  Min¬ 
utes,  official  journal  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist  statistics,  Mr.  Nielsen  said. 

The  additional  figures  raise  over¬ 
seas  UM  membership  to  719,638,  Mr. 
Nielsen  said.  That  compares  with 
the  567,373  reported  in  the  1987  Gen¬ 
eral  Minutes. 

Of  that  higher  total,  577,674  are  in 
Africa.  But  unofficial  figures  from 
the  Africa  Church  Growth  and  De¬ 
velopment  program  and  other  UM 
officials  in  Africa  put  membership 
on  the  continent  at  836,643. 

These  unofficial  figures  would  push 
the  current  total  past  10  million. 

Total  full  membership  in  the 
United  States  at  the  close  of  1987 
was  9.1  million,  Mr.  Nielsen  said. 
That  was  down  some  67,600  from  the 
previous  year. 


Plilnit  idtiaf  womtiw  UM  school  sponsors  one-day  conference  exploring 

J.  l/e#  I^f  f/f/f Ctt/Cl/liU/l/Ci  differences  in  ethical  values  of  church,  corporation 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 
ST.  PAUL,  Minn.— Is  there  an  ideolog¬ 
ical  conflict  between  the  pulpit  and  the 
corporate  boardroom? 

Yes,  and  it’s  fueled  by  misconceptions 
and  distrust,  according  to  a  recent  sur¬ 
vey  that  sparked  a  one-day  conference 
on  ethics  at  United  Methodist-related 
Hamline  University. 

The  conference  brought  together  near¬ 
ly  300  ministers  and  corporate  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  officers,  almost  evenly  divided, 
fo  |p  hear  speskers  discuss  the  results  of  a 
recent  survey  conducted  by  Walter  Ben¬ 
jamin,  chairman  of  Hamline’s  religion 
department. 


Mutual  anger  uncovered 

Dr.  Benjamin  said  WBjJfP*''  'Nyi 
his  survey  “uncov-fc^  \ 

ered  repressed  anger  y  \j 

toward  each  other’s  ^ 
world,  ignorance  of 
each  other’s  litera¬ 
ture  and  distrust  of,, 
each  other’s  econom-  I 
ic  and  political! 
views.”  Walter  Benjamin 

Corporate  chief  executives  consider  the 
church  misinformed  about  business  and 
rate  the  business  sophistication  of  parish 
ministers  as  “very  poor,”  he  reported. 

Similarly,  he  said,  nine  of  10  pastors 
believe  there  is  an  irreconcilable  gulf  be¬ 
tween  being  a  “shrewd  business  person 


and  being  ethical  in  the  workplace.” 

“Perhaps  because  of  their  education,” 
reported  Dr.  Benjamin,  who  also  teaches 
business  ethics  at  Hamline,  “many  pas¬ 
tors  seemed  to  feel  that  the  business 
world  was  ‘unclean.’  ” 

Dr.  Benjamin’s  survey  elicited  re¬ 
sponses  from  72  Minnesota-based  chief 
executives  and  76  members  of  the  Prot¬ 
estant  clergy. 

The  April  5  conference  theme  was 
“The  Boardroom  and  the  Pulpit:  Bridg¬ 
ing  the  Conflict.” 

Keynote  speaker  was  Richard  L. 
Knowlton,  president,  chairman  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  Geo.  A.  Hormel  and 
Co.,  Austin,  Minn. 

Capitalism  praised 

Mr.  Knowlton  praised  the  capitalistic 
system,  saying  “the  corporate  ethic  in 
place  today  is  well  grounded  in  Christian 
principles."  He  contended  that  consum¬ 
ers  deal  harshly  with  those  who  violate 
accepted  codes. 

Three  panelists  reacted  to  Mr.  Knowl- 
ton’s  presentation  and  to  Dr.  Benjamin’s 
survey. 

They  were  Mary  Bader  Papa,  managing 
editor  of  “Corporate  Report  Minnesota”; 
Monsignor  James  D.  Habiger,  executive 
director  of  the  Minnesota  Catholic  Confer¬ 
ence;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Terry,  an 
American  Baptist  minister  and  ethicist 
who  has  been  a  consultant  to  business  and 


Machine  to  tally  conference  votes 


\  From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
f '  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference, 
delegates  to  the  1988  session,  which 
< •  <  opens  April  26  in  St.  Louis,  will  be  able  to 
{  use  electronic  voting. 


Each  of  the  996  voting  delegates  is  to 
have  a  key  pad  at  his  or  her  seat.  Dele¬ 
gates  are  to  have  nine  seconds  to  record 
their  decisions  after  the  presiding  officer 
puts  a  question  to  a  vote.  Results  are  to 
appear  two  large  screens. 


government  and  is  a  senior  fellow  of  the 
Hubert  H.  Humphrey  Institute  of  Public 
Affairs  at  the  University  of  Minnesota. 

Ms.  Papa  said  she  knew  from  personal 
experience  that  “there  are  many  people 
in  business  in  Minnesota  who  have  some 
anger  about  the  reaction  of  their 
churches  and  clergy  to  business  issues.” 

She  said  some  of  the  conflict  between 
business  leaders  and  clerics  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  informed  if  the  two  sides  could  over¬ 
come  stereotypes  they  have  of  each  other. 

She  said  she  Wblild  like  to  believe  that 
corporate  ethics  are  grounded  in  Chris¬ 
tian  ethics  but  observed,  “I  do  not  think 
that  is  always  the  case.” 

Pastoral  letter  defended 

Monsignor  Habiger  strongly  defended 
the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops’  pastoral  letter 
on  the  economy,  which  executives  sur¬ 
veyed  by  Dr.  Benjamin  criticized.  He 
said  its  basic  consideration  is  that  “hu¬ 
man  beings  come  first.” 

“One  thing  clergy  ought  to  be  able  to 
do,”  the  priest  said,  “is  to  be  prophetic, 
and  nobody  likes  prophets  because  they 
rock  the  boat. . . . 

“It  seems  to  me  there  is  going  to  be 
some  kind  of  antipathy  between  the 
boardroom  and  the  pulpit.  I  would  sug¬ 
gest  that  a  certain  degree  (of  conflict) 
should  be  acceptable  because  there  is  a 
creative  tension  there  that  is  going  to 
produce  something  of  real  benefit.” 

Dr.  Terry  said  the  issue  is  not  that  in¬ 
dustry  is  unethical  and  that  the  church  is 
ethical. 

Ethics  cut  across  institutions 

“Ethics  cut  across  all  institutions,  and 
institutions  are  more  similar  than  differ¬ 
ent,  and  none  of  them  are  very  ethical,” 
he  said.  “By  and  large,  we  have  turned 
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ethics  over  to  the  right  wing  and  as¬ 
sumed  it  was  connected  with  capital¬ 
ism— a  mistake. 

“The  reason  that  so  many  in  business 
do  not  like  the  bishops’  economy  pastoral 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  facts.  It  has  to 
do  with  the  fact  that  they  are  having  a 
metaphorical  debate  and  don’t  know  it, 
each  claiming  its  own  metaphor  is  true.” 

Six  prevailing  metaphors,  said  Dr. 
Terry,  are:  Life  is  a  gift;  life  is  a  market; 
life  is  a  body;  life  is  a  conflict  of  ups  and 
downs;  life  is  a  journey;  and  life  is  art. 

“To  say  industry  is  grounded  in  a 
Christian  ethic  is  not  true,”  Dr.  Terry 
said.  “Which  ethic?  Which  part  of  the 
Christian  faith? 

“The  issue  is  not  ethical  folks  and  uneth¬ 


ical  folks.  That  is  a  false  debate.  The  ques¬ 
tion  is  what  metaphors  guide  us.  Those 
that  do  guide  us  cut  across  everybody.” 

The  underlying  ethic  that  is  emerging 
is  one  of  authenticity— a  new  way  to  talk 
about  God,  Dr.  Terry  said. 

“Authenticity  is  a  terrible  taskmaster 
because  it  says  be  honest  about  what  you 
think  is  going  on,  be  honest  about  your¬ 
selves,”  he  said.  “We  know  we  are  not 
doing  that. 

“At  the  same  time,  authenticity  is 
around  us  to  say  you  are  forgiven,  there 
are  new  possibilities,  keep  on  trucking 
because  if  we  don’t  know  what  is  going 
on  we  won’t  be  able  to  live.” 

Mr.  Thorkelson  is  a  free-lance  writer  in 
Minnesota. 
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Spreading  the  Gospel:  A  UMR  News  Analysis 

Why  argue  over  who  does  it? 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Why  are  United  Methodists  who  want 
to  help  spread  the  Gospel  arguing  over 
who  does  it? 

After  four  years  of  talks  between  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  that  question  remains  in  the 
minds  of  many  United  Methodists  who 
struggle  to  understand  what  the  fuss  be¬ 
tween  the  two  groups  is  all  about. 

Theological  issue  at  the  heart 

A  theological  issue  lies  at  the  heart  of 
the  conflict,  along  with  a  healthy  dose  of 
politics. 

The  Mission  Society  was  created  in 
1984  by  United  Methodists  who  contend 
that  the  church’s  official  world  mission 
board  overemphasizes  political-social 
programs  and  underemphasizes  personal 
evangelism. 

Global  Ministries  officials  and  sup¬ 
porters  deny  those  claims.  They  say  the 
board  is  engaged  in  “holistic”  evange¬ 
lism  that  includes  social  action  as  well 
as  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  and  argue 
that  anything  less  is  an  incomplete  Gos¬ 
pel. 

Global  Ministries’  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  has  tried  to 
bridge  the  wide  gulf  between  the  two, 
proposing  in  1987  a  new  department  of 
mission  evangelism  in  the  mission  board. 
A  modified  version  of  his  proposal  was 
authorized,  creating  a  special  boardwide 
committee  that  Dr.  Nugent  believes  will 
enable  directors  inclined  to  do  so  to  lob¬ 
by  effectively  for  evangelistic  emphases. 

Political  element  present,  too 

In  addition  to  the  theological  compo¬ 
nent,  the  conflict  has  political  dimen¬ 
sions.  Some  Mission  Society  supporters 
say  Global  Ministries  leans  to  the  politi¬ 
cal  left,  embracing  theologies  tied  to 
Marxist-oriented  movements.  Some 
Global  Ministries  supporters,  on  the  oth¬ 
er  hand,  say  the  Mission  Society  leans  to 
the  political  right— which  tends  to  sup¬ 
port  repressive  regimes  as  long  as  they 
are  pro-American. 

Alongside  those  arguments,  however, 
is  a  criticism  that  sprang  up  from  out¬ 
side  the  United  States— in  the  mission 
field. 

Those  critics  contend  that  offers  of  as- 
sistance  to  Third  World  Methodist 
churches  from  unofficial  UM  channels 
such  as  the  Mission  Society  are  inherent¬ 
ly  divisive,  since  the  competing  offers  of 
help  can  be  used  in  church  power  strug¬ 


gles— especially  where  even  basic  re¬ 
sources  are  scarce. 

Mission  Society  supporters  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  possibility,  which  is  why  they 
say  they  work  “only  where  there  is  an  of¬ 
ficial  invitation  from  church  leaders”  or 
with  ‘‘unreached”  populations.  Any 
church  division  in  those  countries,  they 
say,  exists  independent  of  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety. 

Colombia  exemplifies  problem 

The  essence  of  the  quarrel  can  be  ob¬ 
served  in  the  Latin  American  country  of 
Colombia. 

The  Evangelical  Council  of  Methodist 
Churches  in  Latin  America— known  as 
CIEMAL—  made  up  of  representatives 
from  most  of  region’s  Methodist  churches, 
claims  the  Mission  Society  has  “created) 
confusion  and  division"  in  that  country. 

Officials  cite  circumstances  that  have 
evolved  where  a  CIEMAL-initiated 
Methodist  mission  church  of  about  1,500 
members  has  fractured  into  three  bod¬ 
ies. 

In  1985  the  largest  of  the  factions, 
frustrated  because  it  was  not  getting  the 
assistance  it  wanted  from  CIEMAL, 
asked  the  Mission  Society  for  help. 

That  faction— The  Methodist  Church 
in  Colombia— welcomes  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  as  its  partner  in  mission,  said  the 
Rev.  Cecilia  Hernandez,  president  of  the 
evangelical  600-member  church.  That  is 
the  kind  of  official  invitation  the  Mission 
Society  says  it  requires. 

“The  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  in  not  one  moment  has  come  to 
cause  dissension  in  Colombia,”  said  Ms. 
Hernandez. 

The  Rev.  Clory  Trindade  de  Oliveira, 
CIEMAL’s  executive  secretary,  is  seek¬ 
ing  to  revive  the  organization’s  con¬ 
tact— if  not  influence— in  Colombia.  His 
goal  is  for  all  autonomous  Methodist 
churches  in  the  region  to  have  working 
relationships  with  official  church  struc¬ 
tures,  i.e.  CIEMAL  and  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

However,  Ms.  Hernandez— invigorated 
by  Mission  Society  support— says  her 
group  has  no  wish  to  unite  with  rIEMAL. 

For  his  part,  Mr.  Trindade  insists  that 
joining  CIEMAL  doesn’t  mean  a  church 
has  to  give  up  its  independence  or  sever 
ties  to  the  Mission  Society. 

He  cites  the  case  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Costa  Rica,  which  has  four 
Mission  Society  missionaries  under  its 
auspices. 

Because  Costa  Rica  Methodists' relate 
to  both  groups— holding  membership  in 


CIEMAL  and  working  with  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  missionaries— CIEMAL,  in  effect, 
has  been  forced  to  recognize  the  Mission 
Society’s  existence,  something  it  wasn’t 
conceding  only  two  years  ago. 

Early  in  1986,  CIEMAL  urged  the  UM 
Council  of  Bishops  to  take  steps  “to  sus¬ 
pend  all  acts  of  intervention  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  (sic)  Society  for  United 
Methodists  in  the  churches  and  countries 
of  Latin  America.” 

Mission  Society  supporters  are  out¬ 
raged.  Ms.  Hernandez’  testimony  refutes 
the  allegation  of  interference  in  Colom¬ 
bia,  they  said. 

They  want  the  Council  of  Bishops, 
which  was  named  in  the  CIEMAL  resolu¬ 
tion.  to  clear  the  record  by  rejecting  the 
charge  as  unfounded,  a  request  that  has 
the  Council  of  Bishops  caught  between 
CIEMAL  and  Mission  Society  supporters. 

Bishops  to  file  report 

Five  bishops  were  to  report  on  the  dis¬ 
pute  this  week  at  a  Council  of  Bishops 
meeting,  fulfilling  a  mandate  of  the  1984 
General  Conference.  The  bishops  were 
directed  to  join  talks  between  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  and  Global  Ministries  to 
help  the  two  parties  try  to  iron  out  dis¬ 
agreements. 

Their  report  of  the  talks'  progress  will 
be  sent  to  the  1988  General  Conference, 
where  delegates  will  consider  at  least 
two  proposals  regarding  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety. 

One  would  continue  the  talks  for  an¬ 
other  four  years,  while  the  other  would 
ask  bishops  to  approve  the  appointment 
of  any  minister  who  wishes  to  work  with 
the  Mission  Society. 

The  second  proposal  would,  in  effect, 
give  the  Mission  Society  standing  as  a 
recognized  UM  coalition,  a  goal  it  has 
sought  since  inception,  said  the  Rev.  H. 
T.  Maclin,  Mission  Society  director 

Dr.  Nugent  said  Global  Ministries  has 
not  taken  any  official  position  on  either 
resolution  and  awaits  the  bishops’  report. 

CIEMAL’s  Mr.  Trindade  wants  to  see  a 
more  sweeping  proposal  implemented, 
one  that  would  eliminate  the  spectre  of 
competing  UM  offers  of  help.  If  the  1988 
General  Conference  could  work  out  a 
way  to  bring  the  Mission  Society  into  the 
general  church  structure  that  would  be  a 
“great  solution,”  he  said. 

Mr  Maclin  says,  however,  "The  soci¬ 
ety  is  not  seeking  to  be  official.’  We  feel 
there  is  ample  room  within  the  structure 
for  an  informal  coalition  to  be  engaged 
in  mission.” 
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Heartland  revival:  Churches  breathe  new  life  into  rural  Iowa 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

It  is  the  Memorial  Day  Weekend  1987, 
and  United  Methodist  missionary  Virgin¬ 
ia  Miller  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  gets  out  of 
bed  to  answer  the  11  p.m.  telephone  call. 

The  caller  says  there’s  been  a  tornado 
in  Saragosa,  Texas.  The  UM  pastor  from 
that  area  wants  to  discuss  strategies  so 
his  local  church  can  begin  disaster-relief 
ministries. 

Calls  like  that  are  typical  for  her  and 
for  another  missionary,  Kathleen  Clark 
Correal  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  As  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  consultants,  they  assist  United 
Methodists  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States  when  disasters  occur. 


n 

Partnership 
in  Missions 

/CVMCE 

No  gift  too  small 

Although  Ms.  Miller  and  Ms.  Correal 
are  two  of  the  52-plus  United  Methodist 
missionaries  called  Church  and  Commu¬ 
nity  Workers,  they  are  the  only  two  di¬ 
saster  coordinators. 

Other  church  and  community  workers 
fulfill  such  assignments  as  coordinators 
of  prison  ministries,  resource  developers 
for  inner  cities  and  immigration  re¬ 
sponse  specialists. 


the  church  today 


UM  publicists  win 
national  awards 

DALLAS— Six  United  Methodists  won 
national  recognition  last  week  from  the 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council. 

At  its  national  meeting,  the  non-de- 
nominational  body  gave  its  "best  of 
class"  writing  award  to  Dana  Jones,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  Northern  Illinois  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  citing  her  arti¬ 
cles  on  AIDS  ministries  and  the  farm  cri¬ 
sis. 

Other  UM  winners  in  the  writing  cate¬ 
gory  were  Charles  Lerrigo,  formerly  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
now  editor  of  the  California-Nevada  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter;  the  Rev. 


J.  Richard  Peck,  editor  of  the  “Interna¬ 
tional  Christian  Digest”  ;  and  the  Rev.  Ju¬ 
dith  Weidman,  editor/director  of 
Religious  News  Service. 

Carol  Marie  Herb,  editor  of  "Re¬ 
sponse”  magazine  published  by  the  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries’  Women’s  Division,  and 
David  Ochoa,  formerly  communications 
executive  for  the  General  Board  of  High¬ 
er  Education  and  Ministries,  won  print 
media  certificates  of  merit. 

World  Methodist  Council 
sponsors  evangelism  seminar 

SAO  PAULO,  Brazil— More  than  60 
lay  and  ministerial  delegates  from  Bra¬ 
zil.  Portugal,  Angola,  Mozambique,  Ko¬ 
rea  and  the  United  States  participated  in 


an  International  Seminar  on  Evangelism 
recently  in  Sao  Paulo  at  the  Methodist 
Institute  for  Graduate  Study. 

United  Methodists  raise  giving 
by  almost  11  percent 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— First-quar¬ 
ter  financial  support  for  20  national  and 
international  funds  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  was  almost  11  percent  high¬ 
er  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988  than  in  the 
same  period  of  1987. 

According  to  a  report  released  April  8 
by  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  receipts  through  March 
31  totaled  $15,777,106. 

The  comparable  figure  for  1987  was 
$14,223,275. 


drive  to  build  a  community  center— the 
first  new  building  in  the  one-time  coal¬ 
mining  town  in  more  than  50  years. 

•  Tingley,  where  church-sponsored 
support  groups  have  ministered  to  trou¬ 
bled  farmers  and  their  families  in  the 
midst  of  the  financial  distress  of  the 
farm  crisis. 

•Shannon  City,  where  a  100-year-old 
church  got  a  new  lease  on  life. 

And  Mr.  Cotton  said  he  believes  the 
same  renewal  can  happen  in  Thayer  and 
in  hundreds  of  other  rural  communities 
across  the  United  States  where  there  are 
United  Methodist  churches. 

UMC  remains 

“In  many  small  towns,  a  church— of¬ 
ten  a  United  Methodist  church— is  the 
only  institution  that  remains,”  he  said, 
adding  that  the  church  must  not  give  up 
its  opportunity  to  capitalize  on  that  fact. 

Mr.  Cotton  brought  that  message  to  the 
Creston  District  when  he  arrived  in  1983. 

“We  will  close  no  churches  during  the 
rural  crisis,”  he  told  people  in  his  10- 
county  district.  “We’re  going  to  keep 
the  doors  open  because  you  are  the  last 


Church  workers  answer  call  when  disaster  strikes 


The  Rev.  William  D.  Cotton 


“We  will  close  no 
churches  during  the  rural 
crisis.  We’re  going  to 
keep  the  doors  open 
because  you  are  the  last 
hope  in  these 
communities.” 

— William  Cotton 


Thayer’s  one-time  pool  hall— “Thayer 
Palace.” 

All  that  is  left  of  Thayer  is  a  quaint 
brick  post  office,  a  handful  of  residences 
and  the  church  on  the  hill— a  weathered 
United  Methodist  Church  needing  a  coat 
of  paint. 

It  is  from  among  the  38  members  of 
that  tiny  church  that  a  message  of  hope 
for  Thayer  can  be  heard.  The  United 
Methodists  refuse  to  give  up  on  their 
town. 

Fern  Goodridge,  chairwoman  of  the 
church’s  administrative  council;  Marvin 
and  Betty  Kinne,  Harold  and  Ora  Lewis, 
the  Rev.  Michael  F.  Smith  and  others  are 
talking  about  painting  the  town  May  21. 

They  are  among  United  Methodists  in 
southern  Iowa  who  are  reaching  deep 
into  their  faith  tradition  to  embrace  the 
notion  that  their  beloved  rural  way  of 
life,  their  communities  and  their  little 
churches  do  not  have  to  die. 

Church  members  offer  hope 

In  the  midst  of  decay,  they  have  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  renewal  for  Thayer— a  vision  of 
people  living  there  again  and  commuting 
to  work  in  factories  in  the  nearby  com¬ 
munities  of  Creston,  Lorimor,  Osceola 
and  Murray. 

The  Rev.  William  D.  Cotton,  United 
Methodist  superintendent  in  the  Creston 
District  who  has  been  appointed  by  Bish¬ 
op  Ruben  Job  (Iowa  Area)  as  “missioner 
for  church  and  community  develop- 


All  serve  within  the  United  States  as 
National  Program  Division  missionaries 
for  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Edward  Moultrie,  a  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  staff  person  assigned 
to  interpret  and  cultivate  missionary 
support,  said,  “People  don’t  realize  that 
church  and  community  workers  are  the 
missionaries  that  deal  with  the  problems 
in  the  United  States  that  they  read  about 
in  the  newspapers  everyday." 

“We’re  on  call  for  the  annual  confer¬ 
ences,”  said  Ms.  Miller,  describing  the 
role  of  missionaries  in  disaster  response. 

“Anytime  there  is  a  flood,  tornado  or 
other  weather-related  crisis,  the  UMCOR 
(United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief) 
committee  in  the  annual  conference 
knows  one  of  us  two  church  and  commu¬ 
nity  workers  will  be  there,  because  we 
are  a  part  of  their  team.” 

Mr.  Moultrie  said  there  is  a  great  need 
for  local  churches  to  help  raise  $15,000  a 
year  toward  support  for  Virginia  Miller 
and  the  52  church  and  community  work¬ 
ers  like  her. 

As  the  end  of  1987,  on  an  annual  goal 
of  $765,000,  only  $70,000  had  been  raised 
from  designated  second-mile  gifts  to  Ad¬ 
vance  Specials  to  support  these  mission¬ 
aries.  The  balance  comes  primarily  from 
National  Division  reserves. 

“All  churches  support  missionaries 
through  Church  World  Service  and 
pledges  from  United  Methodist  Women,” 
said  Mr.  Moultrie.  “But  right  now,  only 
about  5,000  churches  are  involved  in  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  for  support  of  these  na¬ 
tional  missionaries. 

‘  Many  local  United  Methodist 
churches  aren’t  aware  that  they  can 
form  a  covenant  relationship  with  a 
church  and  community  worker  of  their 
choice,”  he  said. 

Churches  may  support  this  General 
Advance  program  by  sending  contribu¬ 


tion  to  their  annual  conference  treasur¬ 
er.  Gifts  should  be  designated  to 
National  Mission  Personnel,  Advance 
No.  982597-0. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  GLEN  LARUM 

A  white,  clapboard  United  Methodist  church,  its  tall  wooden  bell  tower  visible  for  miles,  looms  atop  the  southern 
Iowa  hillside  that  embraces  the  struggling  little  town  of  Thayer.  The  church’s  38-member  congregation  has  a  vi¬ 
sion  of  new  life  for  the  community  of  87  people. 


hope  in  these  communities. 

"One  thing  I  firmly  believe  is  that  the 
smaller  these  little  Iowa  communities  get, 
the  bigger  the  vacuum  for  the  church.” 

Church  members  in  Thayer  are  among 
the  converts  to  Mr.  Cotton’s  message  of 
hope. 

“There  was  a  time  when  we  thought 
the  church  was  going  to  close,  but  it 
didn’t,”  said  Mrs.  Goodridge,  whose  late 
husband  grew  up  on  a  farm  just  three 
miles  from  Thayer. 

“It’s  a  necessary  part  of  the  communi¬ 
ty.  It’s  not  just  a  religious  group;  it’s  a 
social  gathering.” 

Betty  Kinne  said,  “If  it  closed,  I  think 
a  lot  of  people  would  just  quit  going  to 
church.” 

Betterment  group  formed 

Instead  of  planning  to  nail  its  doors 
shut,  however,  the  members  have  formed 
a  Community  Betterment  Association  to 
spearhead  the  effort  to  revive  Thayer  and 
bring  new  life  to  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Smith,  pastor  of  three  UM  congre¬ 
gations,  including  the  one  at  Thayer,  has 
made  the  effort  more  than  community  re¬ 
vitalization.  He  is  especially  concerned 
with  the  handful  of  children  in  the  commu¬ 
nity-most  from  “unchurched”  families. 

His  ministry,  like  that  of  other  United 
Methodist  pastors  in  the  region,  also  tar¬ 
gets  people  suffering  from  the  psychologi¬ 
cal  stress  of  joblessness,  facing  the  threat 
of  losing  their  farms  or  haunted  by  the 
loss  of  their  rural  communities’  identity. 

There  are  signs  the  church  “move¬ 


ment"  in  Thayer  has  taken  root. 

Recently,  Thayer  United  Methodist 
Church  served  its  first  congregate  meal 
to  58  people,  including  guests  and  out-of- 
town  visitors. 

The  congregation  still  observes  the 
Iowa  tradition  of  soup  suppers,  holding 
one  every  month,  and  70  people  recently 
showed  up  at  the  church  to  play  Bingo. 

The  members  do  not  have  any  extrav¬ 
agant  vision  of  Thayer  as  a  big  city,  but 
they  would  like  to  see  a  small  conve¬ 
nience  grocery  and  a  coffee  shop  opened. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  making  that 
dream  come  true  is  Thayer’s  lack  of  a 
town  water  system,  but  even  that  refuses 
to  daunt  church  members.  Their  vision 
of  hope  includes  a  10-mile  extension  of 
the  rural  water  system  that  serves  near¬ 
by  communities  to  Thayer. 

In  the  meantime,  church  members 
plan  to  do  all  they  can  to  improve  the 
community,  like  getting  rid  of  some  junk 
scattered  around  town  and  removing 
some  houses  that  have  gone  to  ruin. 

“It’ll  make  the  town  look  a  little  bet¬ 
ter,  and  that’ll  give  us  a  little  more  pride 
in  our  community,”  Marvin  Kinne  said. 

Mr.  Cotton  sees  it  as  the  first  step  in 
the  journey  to  capture  for  real  some  of 
the  image  of  Thayer  a  traveler  glimpses 
from  the  highway. 

“If  you  get  people  together  to  think 
about  the  future,  they  will  dream  some¬ 
thing  up,”  Mr.  Cotton  said.  “Maybe  there 
is  still  a  place  for  small  communities, 
small  churches,  small  schools.” 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  first  in  a 
two-part  series  examining  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministries  in  rural  Iowa,  focusing 
on  the  Creston  District  of  the  Iowa  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  editor 

THAYER,  Iowa— From  a  hilltop  over¬ 
look  on  U.S.  Highway  34  west  of  Osceola, 
Thayer  looks  like  an  idyllic  country  vil¬ 
lage  nestled  against  a  wooded  southern 
Iowa  hillside. 

A  scattering  of  homes  clusters  around 
a  small  brick  business  district.  The  hill¬ 
side  slope  creates  the  illusion  that  the 
buildings  kneel  to  the  white  clapboard 
church  with  the  wooden  bell  tower  rising 
from  the  hillcrest. 

Up  close  the  pastoral  vision  is  dis¬ 
pelled.  Along  the  old  railroad  town’s 
Main  Street,  most  of  the  buildings  sit 
gutted  and  abandoned. 

Thayer  (population  87)  represents  the 
bitter  harvest  of  the  changing  rural  face 
of  America’s  heartland  through  the  last 
half-century. 

It  is,  in  microcosm,  all  the  little  rural 
communities  that  once  hummed  with 
commerce,  where  noisy  school  kids 
played  tag,  where  neighbors  exchanged 
gossip  at  post  office,  general  store  or 
over  coffee  at  the  cafe. 

Today,  the  towns  are  empty  shells  of  a 
bygone  era— with  most  of  their  inhabit¬ 
ants  gone,  businesses  closed,  two-story 
brick  schoolhouses  abandoned.  The  hand¬ 
writing  on  the  wall  is  found  in  the  faded 
signs  on  the  brick  facades,  like  that  on 


ment”  in  rural  Iowa,  is  the  key  architect 
of  that  new,  hopeful  vision. 

“One  morning  I  attended  a  church 
where  the  people  were  trying  to  decide 
whether  to  close  the  doors,”  he  said. 

“As  I  preached,  I  asked,  ‘Why  has  God 
allowed  this  church  to  stand  on  this  cor¬ 
ner  for  a  100  years?  Could  it  be  that  we 
are  here  precisely  for  this  hour? 

"‘That  all  our  struggles  to  be  the 
church  were  to  prepare  and  bring  us  to 
and  for  this  hour? 

“  ‘And  just  as  the  moment  in  history 
arrives  when  we  are  desperately  needed, 
we  think  of  closing  the  doors?’  ” 

That  church  did  not  close.  Instead  its 
congregation  found  a  new  meaning  for 
its  existence  in  Mr.  Cotton’s  challenge. 

He  said  across  his  district  “an  aware¬ 
ness  (has)  developed  that  emphasizes  the 
need  for  the  church  in  the  community.” 

Church  island  of  resurrection’ 

“They  see  it  as  an  island  of  resurrec¬ 
tion  in  an  ocean  of  despair,”  Mr.  Cotton 
said.  “  ‘The  community  needs  the  church’ 
has  become  the  message. 

“That’s  going  to  do  more  for  evange¬ 
lism  than  all  the  church  growth  pro¬ 
grams  in  this  country." 

Mr.  Cotton  said  he  is  convinced  that 
United  Methodists  can  turn  these 
churches  into  centers  for  economic  as 
well  as  spiritual  vitality. 

His  message  has  come  to  life  in  several 
communities : 

•Clearfield,  where  members  built  a 
$148,000  church  during  the  heart  of  the 
farm  crisis  in  the  mid-1980s,  bringing 
new  hope  to  the  community  and  new 
members  into  the  church. 

•Carbon,  a  community  of  110  where 
the  United  Methodist  Women  sparked  a 


United  Methodist  ministers  in  ru¬ 
ral  southern  Iowa,  like  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Fry  in  Mt.  Ayr,  are  preach¬ 
ing  messages  of  hope  and  renewal  to 
congregations  hard  hit  by  the  farm 
and  rural  crisis. 


MURPHY,  N.C.— United  Methodist  church  and  community  worker  Vir¬ 
ginia  Miller  and  the  Rev.  Frank  Turner  view  the  ruins  of  Ranger  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Murphy,  N.C.,  during  Holy  Week  1974.  That  was  Ms. 
Miller's  first  assignment  as  a  missionary  for  disaster  response,  and  she  has 
been  working  with  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  ever  since. 
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CLASSIFIED 

YEAR  ROUND  POSITION  AVAILABLE  to  an  in¬ 
dividual  or  a  couple  seeking  lo  serve  in  the  minis¬ 
try  of  camp  management  The  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
180  acre  camp  and  retreat  center  with  pool  and 
dining  hall,  located  on  the  Rock  River  in  Dixon  II- 
linois  Send  resume  and  letter(s)  of  reference  to: 
David  Page  Kell.  201  W  South.  Woodstock.  1L 
00098  by  May  13th  Equal  opportunity  employer 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES. 
Congregation  of  2.000  with  active  youth  program 
desires  an  experienced  director  of  youth  ministries, 
either  lay.  diaconal  or  clergy  Salary  negotiable. 
Located  in  citv  of  100.000  Contact  Pastor  or  MCE. 
P.O  Box  6.  Midland.  TX  79702.  (915)  682-3701. 

THE  ELECTRIC  SCROLL-  computerized  Bible 

study  tool  with  the  full  King  James  New  Testament 
Instant  access  lo  any  verse  using  keyword  search 
Excellent  for  lesson  development,  sermon  prepara¬ 
tion.  in-depth  Bible  study,  etc.  IBM  compatible  PC 
required  Onlv  $29  00  Deep  Woods  Software  Works. 
Route  3.  Box  87A.  Rockdale.  TX  76567. 

LARGE  DOWNTOWN  CHURCH  SEEKING  full- 
i  time  director  of  youth.  Responsibilities  include  co¬ 
ordination.  supervision,  implementation  and 
management  of  all  programs  grade  6  -  college. 
College  degree  or  an  associate  degree  desirable. 
Previous  successful  work  with  youth  high  priority. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  and  references  to 
Settle  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church.  201  E. 
Fourth  St  .  Owensboro.  KY  42301  by  May  1. 1988. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  Near 

l«ake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four  weeks  Win¬ 
ter  availabilitv  Clavton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067. 627-9507 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  First  UMC  of  beautiful  Santa  Rosa.  CA.  Desire 
someone  with  a  master's  degree  in  C.E.  and  a  sense 
of  humor  lo  work  in  supportive,  creative  team  min¬ 
istry  Located  near  the  Pacific  Ocean,  one  hour 
norih  of  San  Francisco.  Send  resume  with  names  of 
three  references  to:  Dave  Slorpe.  1551  Montgomery 
Dr  .  Santa  Rosa.  CA  95405  (707)  545-3863 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)'  Eureka  Springs.  Ark'  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  $22  each'  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DISTRICT  DIRECTOR  of 
Evangelism  for  the  Danville  District  of  the  Virginia 
Conference.  Please  send  resume,  salary,  housing 
expectations  to  P.O.  Box  2372.  Danville.  VA  24541 

evangelical  congregation  of  600  Salary  $18,000  - 
Immediate  need.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church. 
2525  Center  Rd  .  Venice.  FL  34292.  (813)  493-7504 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con- 
Iidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  PASTORAL  CARE.  Acute 
care  Catholic  hospital  with  active  out-patient  and 
emergency  services  seeking  individual  with  minimum 
of  2  units  CPE.  Certified  or  working  toward  certifica¬ 
tion  by  College  ol  Chaplain  or  NACC.  Must  be  able  to 
work  in  an  ecumenical  setting  Duties  include  counsel¬ 
ing  and  pastoral  support  of  staff,  patients,  families:  as- 
sist  with  outreach  program  preparation:  should  be 
prepared  to  serve  on  Ethics  Committee  On-call  duty, 
holidays  and  weekends  included.  Excellent  fringe  bene¬ 
fits  arid  commensurate  salary  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  Personnel  Department.  St.  Joseph's  Medical 
Center.  523  North  3rd  Street.  Brainerd.  MN  56401 

anv  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references  Box  808. 
Fulton.  TX  78358 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Program  for  all  ages  for  a  500-member  church 
Certification  or  appropriate  degree  required.  Salary: 
$18-20.000  Send  resume  by  April  30  to  SPR  Chair  Viv¬ 
ian  Harris.  Epworth-Euclid  United  Methodist  Church. 
1919  East  107th  Street.  Cleveland.  OH  44106 

POPULAR  COLORADO  ROCKIES  UM  CHURCH 

camp  50  miles  west  of  Denver  Still  accepting  lim¬ 
ited  number  of  reservations  for  groups  of  10-50. 
Cabins  and  showers,  lodge  Call  now  to  avoid  dis¬ 
appointment  Some  early  summer,  late  summer, 
fall  dates  available  Washington  Park  United 
Methodist  Church.  (303)  777-3043. 

FI  LL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  sought.  2600 
member  congregation  Position  requires  Bachelor  s 
degree  in  music  from  recognized  institution:  classi¬ 
cally  trained  and  oriented  individual  who  is  comfort¬ 
able  with  wide  variety  of  musical  styles  tastes, 
including  some  secular,  superior  choral,  orchestral 
conducting  techniques  plus  strong  organizational  ad¬ 
ministrative  skills.  Salary  benefits  negotiable  Send 
current  resume,  photo.  3  professional  references, 
and  supporting  materials  to  Christ  Church.  UM.  4845 
NE  25  Avenue.  Ft.  Lauderdale.  FL  33308. 

A  BRAILLE  UNITED  METHODIST  HYMNAL  is 

needed  bv  the  Mt  Lebanon  United  Methodist 
Chureh.  3319  W  Liberty  Ave.  Pittsburgh.  PA 
15216  (412)  531-7131.  Please  write  or  call  if  such  a 
hvmnal  is  available 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 
for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast  Mariner  United  Methodist.  7079  Mariner 
Blvd..  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609 

MS-DOS-PC  COMPATIBLE  SOFTWARE  for 

churches.  $185  Developed  by  United  Methodist 
minister  to  simplify  record-keeping.  Further  infor- 
malion  available  Send  $1  00  shipping  handling  to: 
Rev  Conrad  Underwood.  1825  Diamond  Drive. 
Orlando.  FL  32807 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  a 
growing  400-member  UMC  in  NE  PA.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable  Recent  grad  preferred.  Mt.  Pocono  UMC.  12 
Church  Avenue.  Mt  Pocono.  PA  18344  (717)839-9902. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  Ministries  re¬ 
quired  for  1600-member  church  with  dynamic  growth 
pattern  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Orange 
Park  I  MC.  2063  Park  Avenue.  Orange  Park.  FL  32073. 

HAWAII  VACATION  CONDO:  Kuilima  Estates  at 

Turtle  Bay,  Oahu  s  North  Shore  Apartment  living: 
living  room,  a  fully  equipped  kitchen,  bedroom,  2 
baths,  washer-dryer  Pool,  tennis,  golf,  beach.  One 
hour  from  airport.  Mary  Lou  Tyler.  Box  517.  Ka- 
huku.  HI  96731  $300  week.  $975/month 

AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct  9th  Los  Ange¬ 

les  connection.  Brisbane.  Sydney.  Melbourne.  Bar¬ 
rier  Reef.  Milford  Sound.  Mt.  Cook  Brochures: 
Bess  Loudermilk.  3339  Milton.  Dallas.  Texas  75205 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES  Co¬ 
ordinator  sought  for  Seminole  Heights  UMC.  Part- 
time  position  with  residence.  Resume  to  6111 
Central  Ave..  Tampa.  FL  33604  (813)  236-5931 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH.  Fill 

RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  PASTOR 
sought  for  part-time  evangelism  outreach  some 
pastoral  care  Resume  to  Seminole  Heights  UMC. 
6111  Central  Ave .  Tampa.  FL  33604.  (813)  236-5931. 

your  staff  position  (20-10  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free  service  to 
churches  Church  Musicians  National  Referral  Service. 
Dept  18. 1*0  Box  36.  Huntington.  WV  25706-0036. 

DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATIONAL  MINISTRIES- 

the  Louisville  Conference  Responsibilities:  whole 
area  of  education,  program,  leader  development 
with  congregations,  districts,  conference  Send  Re¬ 
sume  Dr  Arvil  Allen.  1115  S.  Fourth  St..  Louis¬ 
ville.  KY  40203  Salary  negotiable.  Applications 
received  without  regard  to  race  or  sex. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  Evangelical  church  with  mem¬ 
bership  of  1.100  seeking  individual  to  direct  youth  pro¬ 
gram  Bachelor's  degree  and  appropriate  experience 
required  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Frank 
Wood.  Lake  Shore  United  Methodist  Church.  2246 
Blanding  Boulevard.  Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies. 

Slav  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re- 
sources,  excellent  rates  Kevin  Witt.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference  Camp  Retreat  Coordinator  P.O. 
Box  38  Woodland  Park.  CO  80866  (303)  687-9038 

CHURCH  BUSINESS  MANAGER  Bellaire  United 

Methodist  Church.  Bellaire.  TX  Send  a  picture  and 
resume  to  Rev  David  Hutchins.  4417  Bellaire 
Blvd  Bellaire.  TX  77401 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S.  YOUTH  and  Young 
Adult  Ministries  full-time  position  available  immedi¬ 
ately  at  900-member  church  Several  dynamic  pro¬ 
grams  in  place  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 

Dr  Laurence  Goebel.  2227  4th  St..  Monroe.  WI  53566. 

PREPARE  YOUR  OWN  LAST  WILL  and  Tesla- 

ment-  Without  A  Lawyer  Complete  easy-to-under- 
stand  guidebook,  written  bv  an  attorney  Legal  all 

50  slates  Onlv  $15.95  NOVA  Publishing.  Box  101- 
A.  Wheaton.  iL  62901 

POSITION  OF  EDUCATIONAL  ASSISTANT  to  the 

dean  for  Christian  education  and  diaconal  ministry 
program  available  July  1.  1988  Qualifications  in¬ 
clude  knowledge  of  requirements  for  profession- 
als  in  Christian  education  and  diaconal  ministry, 
skill  in  counseling  and  evaluating  students,  excel¬ 
lent  oral  and  written  communications  skills  Send 
letter  and  resume,  including  names  and  telephone 
numbers  of  three  current  references  by  May  1. 
1988  to  Acting  Dean  Everett  Tilson.  United  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio.  3081  Columbus  Pike.  Dela¬ 
ware.  OH  43015  Equal  opportunity  employer. 

OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME  POSITION  as  lay 
coordinator  of  youth  ministries  Interested  candi¬ 
dates  send  resume  to:  Jim  Mountain.  Chairperson. 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee.  Ingomar  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  1501  West  Ingomar  Road. 
Pittsburgh.  PA  15237 

CHURCH  HOME  FOR  4  ADULT  RETARDED 

women  needs  committed,  competent  program  res¬ 
ident  manager  Competitive  salary  and  benefits 

For  information  or  application  write.  Personnel. 
Ilomeplace.  Inc..  Box  120966.  Nashville.  TN  37212. 

ONE  OF  METHODISM  S  FASTEST  GROWING 

Churches  (2500  members)  seeks  Vtime  director  for 
large  vouth  group  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sunday)  Sala- 
ry  negotiable  Send  picture  and  resume  to  Rev  James 

R  Porter.  3321  West  Park  Row.  Arlington.  TX  76013 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  and  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  for  church  of  1200.  Primary  respon¬ 
sibility  will  be  music,  including  children's,  youth, 
sanctuary  and  bell  choirs  Resource  and  work  with 
( omnussion  on  Education.  Multi-staff  environ¬ 
ment  Salary  dependent  on  education,  experience 
and  abilitv  Send  resume  or  inquiries  to  Rev.  Steve 

Mi  Elroy  P  0  Box  527.  Hereford.  TX  79045 

ORGANIST  ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  position 

open  April  15th  Half-time.  plus.  Salary  $14,700 
plus  benefits.  4000-member  United  Methodist 
church  Excellent  keyboard  skills  plus  skills  in 
working  with  children  s.  youth,  adult,  and  handbell 
choirs  required  Send  resume  and  request  for  job 
description  to:  Director  of  Music  Ministries.  P.O. 
Box  5125.  Lillie  Rock.  AR  72225 

CAMP  FACILITY-  EUFAULA.  OK  22  acres,  cafete¬ 
ria.  bunk  houses,  swimming  pool,  basketball  court, 
tennis  courts,  staff  house,  fenced  Write  Shamrock. 

P.O  Box  518.  Durant.  OK  74701.  (405)924-1887 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate  Write.  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC.  P.O  Box  55712.  Dept  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-1981 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Palestine  Texas  is  seeking  to  employ  an  individual 
in  the  full-time  staff  position  of  youth  ministry  and 
Christian  education  We  are  a  1000-member  congre¬ 
gation  in  a  community  of  25.000  people  The  salary 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Ministries 

lor  1400-member  congregation.  Degree  and/or  expe¬ 
rience  required  Please  call  Dr  Dwight  D.  Darrah. 
East  Cross  United  Methodist  Church.  (918)  333-0810. 

COLORADO  ROCKIES  CABIN  FOR  SALE  Rus¬ 

tic  peaceful,  stream  setting  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  Within  national  forest  near  Denver  Guest 
cabin,  outbuildings  included  $59,500  Preferred 
Properties,  Inc  .  Julie  Hummel.  (303)778-8222 

depending  upon  educational  level  and  experience. 
Please  send  all  resumes  and  references  to:  Search 
Committee.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  422 
South  Magnolia.  Palestine.  TX  75801 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS0  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes  9:30  a  m. 
Worship  1 1  00  a  m  (504)  488-0856 

LIBRARY  BOX  4188 
SHREVEPORT  LA  711U4 


-i  C  I 
n  r  n 


UNITED 
METHODIST 
H 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


34  NUMBER  48 


LOUISIANA  UNITED  METHODIST 


Ben  Oliphint.  bishop 

Harvey  G  Williamson,  council  director-editor 
Kim  Dent,  editorial  assistant 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 


edition 


Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  752664)275 


Lab  School  Set  for  Educators 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

May  20,  21, 22. 1888 

Name - - - - - Phone  — 


A  Lab  School  for  Christian  Educators 
will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  May  20-22. 
Seven  certified  and  experienced  staff 
members  will  be  the  instructors  for  the 
School. 

“The  lab  school  will  be  a  specific  kind 
of  training  that  emphasizes  doing,  as  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  word  “laboratory,”  rather 
than  observing  or  listening  to  lectures,” 
Director  of  the  Lab  School,  Sue  Kelly 
said. 

Each  person  enrolled  will  receive  an 
intensive  16-hour  weekend  of  training 
and  teaching  experience  under  the  guid¬ 
ance  of  a  lab  leader  certified  for  a  spe¬ 
cific  age  group. 

The  laboratory  process  is  based  on  the 


theological  concept  that  persons  are  cre¬ 
ated  with  potential  to  teach  others. 

“They  can  change  and  grow  as  they 
become  aware  of  themselves,  their  rela¬ 
tionships  with  others  and  the  love  of 
God,”  Kelly  said.  “In  the  supportive  cli¬ 
mate  each  one  has  the  opportunity  to  try 
out  new  techniques  and  see  how  they 
work  in  an  actual  classroom  situation.” 

Beginning  or  experienced  teachers,  or 
those  who  are  thinking  about  becoming 
Christian  education  teachers  can  benefit 
from  the  Lab  School  experience. 

Instructors  for  the  Lab  School  will  be 
Billie  Liddell  of  Arlington,  Texas,  pre¬ 
school  (three  to  four-year-olds);  Virginia 
Lindley  of  Panama  City  Beach,  Florida, 


Local  Church - - - - - - - 

Address - - - - ziP - 

Position - - — - 

Enroll  me  in:  (check  one) 

_ Preschool  (3-4  year  olds)  - Preschool  (5  year  olds) 

_ Elementary  A  _ Elementary  B  - Elementary  C  - 

Youth _  _ Adu,t 

REGISTRATION  POSTMARK  DEADLINE:  May  11. 1988 
Registration  Fee:  f  15  (includes  Friday  supper.  Saturday  and  Sunday  lunches) 

Make  check  payable  to:  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 

Mail  form  and  check  to:  Bob  Bowling.  BUMC,  10230  Mollylea  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge.  LA  70815. 

1  need  childcare  for  (list  names  and  ages)  — - - - - 


For  more  information  call:  Bob  Bow  ling/ Tricia  Kenaley  (504)  924-8269. 


Gina  Gilland 


preschool  (five-year-olds);  Becky  Hutch¬ 
inson  of  Baton  Rouge,  Elementary  A 
(first  and  second  grades);  Chris  Calkins 
of  Baton  Rouge,  Elementary  B  (third  and 
fourth  grades);  Rev.  Gina  Gilland  of  San 
Antonio,  Elementary  C  (fifth  and  sixth 
grades);  Rev.  Don  A.  Bible  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  Youth  and  Dr.  John  M.  Braden  of 
Baton  Rouge,  Adult. 

The  registration  deadline  is  May  15. 
Sign-in  and  supper  will  be  from  6:00  p.m. 
to  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday,  May  20  at  Broad¬ 
moor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Drive,  (at 
Sharp  Road)  in  Baton  Rouge.  Persons  ar¬ 
riving  will  report  to  the  gym  in  the  Ac¬ 
tivities  Building  behind  the  sanctuary. 

The  initial  Lab  School  session  is 
planned  for  6:30  p.m.  until  10  p.m.  on  Fri¬ 


day.  A  full  day  is  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
May  21,  beginning  with  the  Lab  School 
sessions  from  8  a.m.  until  5:45  p.m.  with 
a  break  for  lunch. 

Those  enrolled  in  the  Lab  School  may 
attend  the  11  a.m.  worship  service  on 
Sunday  at  Broadmoor  where  the 
church’s  minister,  Dr.  Ken  Reed  will 
preach.  Following  lunch,  the  final  Lab 
School  sessions  will  run  from  1  p.m.  until 
4  p.m. 

“It’s  important  that  those  intending  to 
enroll  plan  to  attend  all  the  sessions  of 
the  lab  school,”  Kelly  said. 

For  additional  information,  please 
contact  Rev.  Bob  Bowling  or  Tricia  Ken¬ 
aley  at (504)  924-6269. 


Don  Bible 


John  Braden 


Chris  Calkins 


Becky  Hutchinson 


Billie  Liddell 


Virginia  Lindley 


i 
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On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


Have  you  read  any  of  the  nature  books  by  Donald  Culross  Peattie?  He  is  a 
great  naturalist  and  fine  writer.  He  describes  a  blade  of  grass  as  a  kind  of 
miniature  factory,  silently  chugging  away  breaking  down  the  acids  and  alkalis 
in  the  soil,  opening  and  shutting  its  pores  to  admit  the  sun  and  the  rain. 

It  reminds  me  that  too  often  we  don’t  avail  ourselves  of  what  life  offers  us. 
Many  things  happen  to  us  every  day  from  which  we  don’t  get  a  thing. 

Perhaps  it  is  because  we  are  always  looking  for  “good”  things  to  happen  to 
us,  easy  things,  happy  things.  We  don’t  see  the  opportunity  in  difficulty  —  the 
"treasurers  in  darkness,”  as  the  Bible  calls  them. 

The  thing  I  most  regret  as  I  look  over  my  past  life  are  those  times  when  I  did 
not  realize  that  God  was  invading  and  investing  in  my  life.  It  is  those  times 
when  I  didn’t  realize  the  privileges  and  opportunities  of  the  experiences  I  was 
having. 

Jesus  said,  “Consider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they  grow.”  (Matt.  6:28)  Yes, 
consider  them!  They  grow  by  availing  themselves  of  every  resource,  every 
scrap  of  nourishment  that  nature  offers  them.  They  grow  by  appropriating, 
utilizing,  receiving  and  transforming  what  is  put  in  their  way  —  sun,  air  and 
light,  soil  and  sky,  heat  and  cold,  rain  and  snow. 

Truly,  said  Jesus,  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these. 
Solomon’s  glory  was  detachable.  He  put  it  on  every  morning  and  took  it  off 
every  night.  But  the  beauty  of  the  lily  is  part  and  parcel  of  its  being. 

Solomon’s  glory  was  also  an  attempt  not  only  to  enhance  but  to  conceal.  It 
was  an  attempt  to  bolster  up  authority,  to  inspire  respect,  to  evade  fear.  But  in 
the  last  resort,  none  of  us  has  any  authority  that  does  not  spring  from  inner 
integrity. 

I  love  the  saying  of  the  great  Indian  sage  and  poet,  Rabindranath  Tagore:  "I 
am  praying  to  be  lighted  from  within  and  not  to  hold  a  candle  in  my  hand.” 

Jesus  ended  the  sentence  about  the  lilies  of  the  field  by  saying,  “Seek  first 
the  Kingdom  of  God  and  all  else  shall  be  added  unto  you.”  Bringing  these  two 
things  together  we  see  more  clearly  what  he  means.  For  the  lilies  do  indeed 
seek  the  Kingdom  —  to  appropriate  its  riches,  all  its  resources,  storm  and 
sunshine,  soil,  air,  rain  and  snow! 


May  Conference  Calendar 


Persons  —  Churches  — ■  Events 


Christian  Education  Banquet 
Set  for  annual  Conference ,  June  7 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Plain  Dealing  will  be  holding  their  Cen¬ 
tennial  Celebration  during  the  weekend 
of  June  4-5.  On  Saturday,  June  4  there 
will  be^vtSitattorr  and  hors  d’  oeuvres 
from  5:30  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m.  and  there  will 
be  a  dinner  and  a  program  from  6:30 
p.m.  until  9  p.m.  On  Sunday,  June  5,  the 
worship  service  at  11  a.m.  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  Service  of  Celebration  at  2 
p.m.  and  a  reception  will  follow  that. 
Rev.  Jack  Winegeart  is  the  minister  at 
Plain  Dealing. 


The  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civic  Foun¬ 
dation  held  their  Annual  Awards  Ban¬ 
quet  on  April  18.  The  J.  Henry  Bowden 
Sr.  Preaching  Award  was  given  to  Rev. 
J.  Henry  Bowden  Jr.  The  award,  pre¬ 
sented  by  Dr.  Harvey  Williamson,  was 
established  10  years  ago  in  memory  of  the 
late  Dr.  J.  Henry  Bowden  Sr.,  a  very 
distinguished  and  outstanding  member 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  In  addition, 
the  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cain  Law  Enforce¬ 
ment  Award  was  presented  to  Sheriff 
Elmer  Litchfield,  an  active  member  of 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  He 
was  presented  the  award  by  his  minister, 
Dr.  Ken  Reed. 

*** 

The  St.  James  United  Methodist 


Church  of  Shreveport’s  Commission  on 
Higher  Education  held  a  prayer-break- 
fast  on  April  1.  The  purpose  of  the  event 
was  to  recognize  students  in  college 
end  to  stress  the  importance  of  prayer 
in  the  life  of  a  Christian.  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Bibbons  is  the  Coordinator  of  Higher 
Education  at  St.  James  UMC  and  Rev. 
J.  A.  Graham  is  the  pastor. 


First  Street  United  Methodist  Church 
of  New  Orleans  celebrated  their  155th 
Church  Anniversary  in  March.  The 
theme  for  the  celebration  was  “Chris¬ 
tians  Facing  The  Challenge  in  Today’s 
World."  Rev.  Julius  Jefferson  of  Warren 
UMC  in  Lake  Charles  delivered  the  mes¬ 
sage.  Some  of  the  activities  included 
Children’s  Old  Time  Fellowship  with 
square  dancing,  musical  round-up  and 
more,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Youth  Fellowship  of  First  Street,  and  a 
Black  Art  Exhibit  and  Gospel  Hootenan¬ 
ny.  A  church-wide  banquet  was  also  held 
at  the  First  Street  Multi-Purpose  Build¬ 
ing.  The  speaker  was  Judge  Yetta 
McGee.  General  Chairpersons  for  this 
Anniversary  Celebration  were  Mrs.  Bar¬ 
bara  Oliver  and  Co-Chairperson  was 
Catherine  Hall.  Rev.  Abraham  Davis  is 
the  minister  and  Rev.  Robert  Taylor  is 
the  associate  minister. 


The  fourth  in  the  annual  series  of 
Christian  Education  Banquets  will  be  a 
Tuesday  night  highlight  at  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  this  year. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  will  be  the 
presentation  of  the  Outstanding  Sunday 
School  Awards,  the  Bentley  Sloane 
Award,  and  the  Hall  of  Fame  Awards. 
Awards  are  presented  to  churches  based 
on  small,  middle  and  large  member¬ 
ships.  Recognition  of  the  churches  nomi¬ 
nated  from  each  district  will  be  made. 
Each  church  will  receive  a  certificate 
from  Doris  Marsalis  acknowledging 
their  nomination.  From  this  group,  a 
winner  in  each  category  will  receive  the 
Outstanding  Sunday  School  Award. 

The  Bently  Sloane  Award  will  go  to 
the  educator  chosen  by  peers  who  has 
made  the  most  significant  contribution 
to  Christian  Education  and  Sunday 
School  work  over  the  past  year  or  years. 

The  Hall  of  Fame  Award  honors  edu- 


Rev.  John  W.  Raines  Jr.  died  March 
27.  1988.  He  was  42  years  old.  Rev. 
Raines  was  living  in  Alexandria,  Virgin¬ 
ia  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  last  posi- 


cators  from  the  past  on  whose  foundation¬ 
al  work  the  current  church  is  built. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  banquet  will 
be  Barbara  Garcia.  Barbara  is  Director 
of  the  Children’s  and  Family  Ministries 
for  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  She  and  her  husband  Juan 
Garcia,  also  a  general  church  staff  mem¬ 
ber,  make  their  home  in  Nashville. 

Dr.  Peter  Harrington,  chairman  of  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship,  and 
Doris  Marsalis,  chairman  of  the  Educa¬ 
tion  Committee,  will  make  the  presenta¬ 
tions. 

The  banquet  is  scheduled  for  Bain  Hall 
in  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  at  5:30  p.m.  The  cost  of  the 
banquet,  open  to  clergy  and  laity,  is  $6.50 
per  person.  Tickets  may  be  secured 
through  the  Education  Office  at  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  Deadline  for  ticket  reservations  is 
June  1. 


tion  in  the  Louisiana  Conference  was  in 
1985  with  the  Patterson-Bayou  Vista 
charge.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  W.  Raines  Sr. 


In  Meinoriam 


Chrisentery  and  Schoeffler  Receive  District  Lay  Awards  at  Banquet 


The  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
recently  held  their  Laity  Banquet  at 
which  two  awards  and  an  interesting 
guest  speaker  were  the  highlights  of  the 
evening. 

The  guest  speaker  for  the  banquet  was 
Mr.  Bert  Hamilton,  of  Melbourne  Beach, 
Florida.  Hamilton  is  one  of  five  survi¬ 
vors  of  the  Air  Florida  Crash  in  1982  at 
the  14th  Street  Bridge,  Potomac  River  in 
Washington  D.C.  Hamilton,  who  has  spo¬ 


ken  nationally  on  such  programs  as 
“Good  Morning  America,”  “The  Today 
Show,”  and  the  “Phil  Donahue  Show,” 
brought  an  interesting  message  to  the 
group. 

The  first  award  given  during  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  special  recognition  of  the  Lay 
Woman  of  the  Decade.  Mrs.  Janelle 
McCammon,  President  of  the  United 
Methodist  Women  presented  this  award 


to  Inez  Chrisentery  on  the  basis  of  her 
work  through  the  years  with  local,  dis¬ 
trict,  conference  and  General  Church 
boards,  committees  and  programs.  Chri¬ 
sentery  has  also  worked  in  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Office  for  a  number  of  years  with 
Children  and  Youth  Ministries. 

Kay  Reidel,  District  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  Chairman  for  Health  and  Welfare 
Committee  presented  the  Lay  Woman  of 


the  Year  Award  to  Sara  Schoeffler  for 
her  outstanding  work  as  Chairman  of  the 
Louisiana  Coastal  Wetlands  Church 
Stewardship  Plan. 

Music  for  the  evening  was  provided  by 
the  Handbell  Choir  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Lafayette  and  by  St. 
Mark’s  Choir  of  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Kirby  Vining  is  the  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  District  Superintendent. 


6  UMW  May  Fellowship  Day 

9-12  Springtime  on  the  Mountain  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville, 
AR 

10  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

11  CrossLines  Board  Meeting,  Istrouma  Church,  9:00  a.m. 

12-13  Cabinet  Meeting,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

17  Conference  Adult  Council  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  noon-3 :00  p.m. 
21-25  “Pentecost  1988”  —  An  Ecumenical  Event,  Arlington,  TX 
22  World  Order  Sunday 

26-29  Cursillo  Weekend,  Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Conference,  Forest  Hill,  LA 
29  Youth  Service  Fund 

21-28  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  Buffalo  River  Canoe  Trip 


Prison  Ministries  Fellowship 
Scheduled  Meeting  for  May  6 


There  will  be  an  organizational  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Prison  Ministries  Fellowship 
at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  on  Friday,  May  6.  The 
meeting  is  open  to  anyone  interested  in 
learning  more  about  prison  ministry  and 
is  primarily  being  held  to  organize  the 


Of  Special  Interest 

Editorial:  Essays: 

An  urgent  witness . Page  2 


fellowship  and  elect  the  chairpersons  of 
different  committees. 

The  meeting  will  be  held  at  noon  and 
there  will  be  a  luncheon  for  no  charge. 
For  more  information,  please  contact 
Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  director  of  prison  fel¬ 
lowship  at (504) 293-5345. 


on  the  Inside  Pages 

Laity  speaker  challenges  UMS  to  accept 
‘high  adventure’  of  faith.. . Page  3 


AWARD  RECIPIENT  —  Kay  Reidel,  right,  presented  the  Lay  Woman  of  the  Year 
Award  to  Sara  Schoeffler,  left,  for  her  work  on  the  Louisiana  Coastal  Wetlands 
Church  Stewardship  Plan  Committiee.  Schoeffler  has  organized  forums  and  peti¬ 
tioned  the  Legislature  to  take  action  in  this  matter,  as  part  of  her  work. 


YEARS  OF  WORK  —  UMW  President  Janelle  McCammou,  left,  presented  the 
Lay  Woman  of  the  Decade  Award  to  Inez  Chrisentery,  right,  for  all  of  her  long  years 
of  hard  work  for  Louisiana  Methodism  on  local,  district,  Conference  and  General 
Church  levels. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


APRIL  29,  1988 


Essays  make  vital  witness  We  must  respond  to  youths  cries  for  help 


What  witness  about  the  benefits  of  an  alcohol-  and  drug-free 
lifestyle  can  Christian  youths  make  to  their  peers  and  others? 

We  posed  that  question  last  summer  to  announce  a  church¬ 
wide  essay  contest  for  junior  high  school  and  senior  high 
school  young  people.  The  contest  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
Reporter  and  the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Inspiration  for  the  contest  came  from  a  mandate  to  Church 
and  Society  from  the  1984  General  Conference  The  mandate 
called  for  the  social-action  board  to  promote  abstinence  from  al¬ 
cohol  and  drugs  and  to  raise  awareness  of  the  resulting  benefits. 

The  response  to  our  joint  announcement  was  encouraging. 
More  than  350  youths  from  across  the  church  submitted  essays. 

The  top  three  essays  in  both  the  junior-high  and  senior- 
high  age  categories  appear  below.  They  were  selected  by  an 
eight-member  lay-clergy  panel  of  judges.  Authors  of  these 
essays  will  receive  cash  awards  from  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  ranging  from  $125  to  $750. 

General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  official  Beverly  Jack- 
son  rightly  notes  the  authors’  urgent  concern  about  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse  (see  adjacent  article).  Their  witness  challenges  oth¬ 
ers  of  us  to  combat  such  abuse  as  part  of  our  Christian  calling. 

We  as  United  Methodists  should  commend  those  who  have 
worked  to  fulfill  the  1984  General  Conference  mandate  to 
promote  abstinence  from  alcohol  and  drugs.  We  particularly 
should  applaud  the  350  young  people  whose  essays  make  a 
vital  witness  to  the  wisdom  of  saying  “no.” 


BY  BEVERLY  ROBERSON  JACKSON 
I  recently  read  more  than  350  essays  written  by  junior  and 
senior  high  United  Methodist  youths  from  some  40  annual 
conferences  across  the  United  States. 

These  young  people  were  participants 
in  the  Youth  Against  Alcohol  and  Drugs 
Essay  Contest  jointly  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  page  after  page,  these  youth  shared  i 
their  struggles  to  quit  or  avoid  using  alco-  I 
hoi  and  other  drugs.  Here’s  what  I  learned:  Beverly  Jackson 
Our  children  and  youth  are  walking  a  tightrope  in  their 
attempts  to  survive  and  move  into  adulthood  with  their 
physical  and  mental  health  intact. 

Winning  essays  give  sample  of  impact 

The  winning  essays  that  appear  elsewhere  on  this  page 
give  just  a  sample  of  the  impact  I  felt. 

S  Fewer  than  10  essays  indicated  the  writers  had  not 
been  offered  drugs  or  alcohol  by  friends  or  family.  Pressure 
to  use  and  abuse  alcohol  and  other  drugs  exists  in  all  parts  of 
this  nation. 

'f  Numerous  writers  described  their  concern  about  media 


messages  that  stress  the  comfort,  stimulation  and  popularity 
gained  from  drug  use  (including  cigarette  smoking). 

Such  messages  as  “Drugs  can  help  you  study”  and  "Alcohol 
will  make  a  girl  or  boy  friend  like  you  more”  are  all  too  com¬ 
mon  in  movies  or  advertising.  Many  young  people  find  this  situ¬ 
ation  devastating. 

7  Some  essays  decried  the  double  standard  of  parents  us¬ 
ing  various  mind-altering  drugs  and  alcohol  while  condemn¬ 
ing  their  use  among  youths. 

/  The  greatest  concern  was  how  to  resist  peer  pressure. 
Most  writers  said  God’s  love,  their  faith  in  God  and  the  concept 
of  responsibility  to  God  were  the  only  helps  they  had  in  resist¬ 
ing  this  temptation. 

Throughout  the  essays,  I  had  the  nagging  feeling  that  I 
was  reading  implied  cries  for  help. 

I  heard  this  cry  from  Brian  Akers  as  he  wrote  about  the 
death  of  Duke  University  basketball  star  Gary  Cook  who  had 
served  as  a  model  for  Brian’s  high  aspirations.  Gary  Cook 
died  suddenly  as  a  resqlt  of  cocaine  use. 

I  heard  this  cry  from  Tyneiko  Byrd  as  she  shared  her  personal 
tragedy  related  to  domestic  violence  and  alcohol  use. 

And  I  heard  it  in  the  clear-sighted  plans  by  Patrick  James 
and  Bill  Brower  for  avoiding  drug  use. 

In  response,  I  have  two  prayers. 


The  first  is  that  we  celebrate  the  strengths  of  families  and 
programs  within  our  church.  All  families  are  at  risk.  We  need 
to  provide  support  for  them  as  they  face  these  problems. 

‘Call  to  Care’  recommended 

I  recommend  “A  Call  To  Care,”  a  video  program  that  fea¬ 
tures  United  Methodist  children,  youths  and  parents  from  all 
over  the  country  who  explore  their  own  problems  with  chemi¬ 
cal  substance  abuse. 

It  is  available  in  many  annual  conferences  and  from  Disci- 
pleship  Resources  and  can  be  used  at  home  or  at  church. 

My  second  prayer  is  that  all  annual  conferences  will  initi¬ 
ate  similar  essay  projects  to  enable  youth  to  focus  time  and 
energy  on  defining  their  personal  responses  to  this  problem. 

This  project  was  funded  by  interested  United  Methodists 
from  all  over  the  United  States  who  donated  checks  ranging 
from  $5  to  $100.  The  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
matched  those  funds. 

With  enough  genuine  interest  on  the  part  of  all  of  us,  the 
present  crisis  of  drug  and  alcohol  abuse  can  be  alleviated.  It 
isn’t  a  problem  that  can  be  addressed  by  just  throwing  mon¬ 
ey  at  it.  We  must  all  get  fully  and  truly  involved  in  preven¬ 
tion  by  reducing  the  demand. 

Dr.  Beverly  Roberson  Jackson  is  director.  Department  of 
Human  Welfare.  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 


Fill  life’s  voids  with  God,  not  alcohol 


By  SUSIE  KENNEDY 

“Set  your  goals  high  and  reach  for 
them.” 

“Never  give  up  on  your  dreams.” 

“Nothing  is  more  important  than  good 
goals  and  a  game  plan  for  your  life.” 

As  I  flip  through  the  pages  of  my  camp 
notebook,  tears  are  forming  in  my  eyes. 

“You  have  the  power  to  do  great 
things,  Susie.  I  can  tell.” 

These  words  were  written  last  sum¬ 
mer  by  my  friends  and  leaders  at  the 
Missouri  Teen  Institute  on  Substance 
Abuse.  The  week  was  a  beautiful  experi¬ 
ence— a  perfect  society. 

No  one  drank  or  used  drugs.  No  one  de¬ 
sired  these  things,  for  we  were  there  to 
learn  about  drug-related  statistics,  pro¬ 
cesses  for  suicide  prevention,  the  funda¬ 
mentals  of  Project  Graduation  and  how 
to  start  SADD  (Students  Against  Driving 
Drunk)  chapters  in  our  schools. 

The  week  was  exhilarating  and  inspir¬ 
ing  because  of  the  freedom  we  were 
sharing,  the  blessing  of  an  unhampered 
mind.  We  learned  about  the  diseases  of 
alcoholism  and  drug  addiction  and  then 
rejoiced  in  the  fact  that  we  could  make 
clear  decisions. 

Setting  goals  became  important 

As  we  discovered  our  own  potential, 
setting  goals  became  an  important  part 
of  our  lives. 

The  magic  of  the  camp’s  perfect  soci¬ 
ety  died  on  the  final  day.  We  all  hugged, 
cried,  said  our  goodbyes  and  promised 
that  the  feeling  would  last  forever,  but 
then  we  had  to  go  home. 

We  returned  to  the  world  from  which 
we  had  escaped  for  a  week:  the  frenzied 
world  of  mad  frustrations  and  confusing 
obstacles.  Where  were  the  solutions  that 
once  seemed  so  clear?  Where  were  the 
support  groups,  the  positive  peer  pres¬ 
sure?  What  happened  to  the  dreams,  the 
goals,  the  answers . . .  ? 

Some  92.6  percent  of  all  American  se¬ 
nior  high  students  have  used  alcohol  at 
least  one  time.  The  majority  of  these  stu¬ 
dents  report  their  reason  for  use  was  to 
escape  from  a  problem,  an  attempt  to 
find  a  solution.  The  “solution,”  however, 
becomes  a  far  greater  problem. 

Many  young  people  turn  to  alcohol  ex¬ 
pecting  a  stimulant.  Most  don’t  know 
that  as  a  stimulant,  alcohol  is  nearly  the 
same  as  ether.  Although  it  causes  tempo¬ 
rary  psychological  excitement,  alcohol 
acts  as  a  depressant  on  the  central  ner¬ 
vous  system.  That  hinders  the  ability  to 
think  clearly,  move  quickly  and  make  re¬ 
alistic  decisions  in  life. 

Marijuana  is  another  drug  often  used 
by  teens  seeking  answers.  Most  don’t  re¬ 
alize  the  adverse  effects  it  has  on  their 
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minds  and  bodies.  Marijuana  blunts  emo¬ 
tions  and  can  make  even  frequent  users 
paranoid  and  withdrawn. 

It  impairs  short-term  memory,  slows 
reaction  time  and  inhibits  visual  track¬ 
ing.  Frequent  use  also  is  linked  to  cogni¬ 
tive  impairment  (the  ability  to  think 
abstractly  and  understand  concepts). 

Users  often  lose  interest 

When  teens  use  marijuana  regularly, 
they  often  lose  interest  and  aren’t  moti¬ 
vated  to  do  their  schoolwork.  Marijuana 
becomes  an  addition  to  any  problem,  not 
a  solution. 

Where  do  the  answers  lie?  The  sooth¬ 
ing  facade  of  drugs  explodes  into  catas¬ 
trophe.  We  need  a  solid  solution,  an 
omniscient  source  for  guidance. 


“Do  not  get  drunk  on  wine  ....  In¬ 
stead  be  filled  with  the  Spirit ”  (Ephesians 
5:18). 

When  we  feel  a  void  in  our  lives,  we  of¬ 
ten  try  to  fill  it  with  a  parade  of  false 
values:  money,  drugs,  alcohol.  God  asks 
that  we  take  the  fillers  from  our  lives 
and  give  them  to  Him.  As  the  fillers  dis¬ 
appear,  so  does  the  emptiness,  for  God 
fills  us  with  His  love  and  guidance. 

A  mind  on  drugs  is  confused  and  harm¬ 
ful.  A  mind  in  tune  with  God  is  clear,  di¬ 
rected  and  part  of  a  greater  plan. 

“ Choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will 
serve"  (Joshua  24:15). 

Many  answers  are  offered  in  our  world 
but  only  one  real  solution.  Only  through 
God  can  we  truly  achieve.  Only  through 
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God  can  our  lives  be  filled  and  whole. 
Only  through  God  does  our  every  action 
develop  a  greater  meaning  and  purpose. 

Artificial  stimulants  repress  creativ¬ 
ity.  Only  through  God  in  Christ  is  our 
creativity  to  love  and  serve  released. 


Love  God  via  positive  peer  pressure 


By  CHARLIE  CHOI 

“I  don’t  want  you  going  to  that  party. 
Those  kids  are  gonna  be  drinking.  I  don’t 
want  them  to  be  a  bad  influence  on  you.” 

Many  parents  try  to  shelter  their  chil¬ 
dren.  But  why  must  peer  pressure  al¬ 
ways  be  negative?  One  can  just  as  easily 
apply  positive  peer  pressure. 

However,  that  will  never  happen  if 
students  who  don’t  drink  alcohol  are  not 
allowed  to  socialize  with  ones  who  do. 

I  urge  students  who  abstain  from  alco¬ 
hol  to  go  to  parties  and  set  a  positive  ex¬ 
ample  to  counter  the  negative  ones.  You 
can  do  that  by  spreading  God’s  word  or 
simply  by  showing  others  you  can  have 
fun  without  alcohol. 

Your  peers  will  respect  you 

Your  peers  will  not  condemn  you.  On 
the  contrary,  most  will  respect  you. 

“Wanna  beer?” 

“No  thanks.” 

"Why  not?” 

“I  don’t  want  to  get  drunk." 

“Why?  Do  you  have  to  go  home  early 
or  something?” 

“No,  getting  drunk  just  doesn’t  seem 
like  a  fun  thing  to  do.” 

“But  it’s  great!” 

“What’s  great  about  it?” 

“Well,  it  just  takes  away  your  worries. 
Last  week  I  failed  a  test,  so  I  got  drunk. 
It  made  me  forget  all  about  that  stupid 
test.” 

“When  you  woke  up  the  next  morning, 
did  you  remember  what  you  did  when 
you  were  drunk?" 

“No  way,  man,  I  was  plastered!  I  don’t 
even  remember  where  I  was!” 

"Then  how  do  you  know  you  had  fun?” 

“Because  I  forgot  all  my  worries." 


“What  did  you  get  on  that  test,  any¬ 
way?” 

“A  53.  I’m  pulling  a  D  +  in  the  class.” 

“You  still  remember  that.” 

“Not  for  long.” 

“Do  you  actually  think  Budweiser  will 
solve  your  problems?” 

“It  will  for  awhile.  I  don’t  know  of 
anything  else  that’ll  help.” 

“I  do.” 

“What?” 

“God." 

Many  people  use  alcohol  as  an  easy 
way  to  escape  problems.  Obviously,  it 
doesn’t  work. 

Alcohol  merely  alters  the  state  of  the 
brain.  God  allows  people  to  think  while 
He  helps  them. 

Alcohol’s  “help”  wears  off,  leaving  its 
victims  with  all  their  old  problems  plus  a 
hangover.  God’s  help  lasts  forever  be¬ 
cause,  when  people  turn  to  Him,  He  helps 
them  face  their  problems,  not  forget 
them  temporarily. 

Most  importantly,  God  loves  everyone; 
alcohol  makes  people  vomit. 

We  must  convey  God’s  message 

As  Christians,  we  must  convey  God’s 
message  to  our  peers.  Many  people  don’t 
know  God  because  the  only  people  who 
preach  to  them  are  adults  with  whom 
they  cannot  relate. 

Seeing  a  peer  have  fun  without  touch¬ 
ing  a  drop  of  alcohol  will  catch  the  inter¬ 
est  of  people  who  feel  the  need  for 
alcohol.  Talk  to  these  people.  Everyone 
needs  to  feel  God’s  love,  and  once  people 
realize  that  God  loves  them,  they  will 
turn  to  God  instead  of  to  alcohol. 

The  same  concepts,  of  course,  apply  to  il¬ 
legal  drugs.  Although  they  are  used  less  of- 
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ten  than  alcohol,  they  give  the  same  type  of 
pleasure — an  alteration  of  the  mind. 

But  alcohol  and  illegal  drugs  do  more 
than  alter  the  state  of  the  brain.  They 
kill.  The  intake  of  alcohol  or  drugs  can 
kill,  either  directly  or  by  impairing  us¬ 
ers’  judgment  enough  to  make  them  hurt 
themselves  or  others. 

But  people  who  know  God’s  love  would 
never  expose  themselves  or  others  to 
such  dangers. 

The  ultimate  goal  in  every  person’s 
life  should  be  to  serve  God,  to  spread  His 
word,  to  give  back  some  of  the  love  He 
pours  out  to  us. 

When  people  get  high,  they  can’t  think.  If 
people  can’t  think,  they  cannot  serve  God. 

When  people  drink  too  much  alcohol  or 
take  too  many  drugs,  they  can  die.  When 
people  are  dead,  they  cannot  spread 
God’s  word  to  people  who  need  it. 

Christian  students,  spread  God’s  word. 
Help  others  believe  in  Him  instead  of  al¬ 
cohol  and  drugs. 

Christian  parents,  allow  your  children 
to  make  a  difference,  to  help  their  gener¬ 
ation  grow  both  mentally  and  spiritually. 

God  loves  us.  Let’s  love  God  back. 


We  need  God’s  help  to  achieve  our  goals 


By  JENNIFER  LYBBERT 

“In  a  race,  everyone  runs,  but  only  one 
person  gets  first  prize.  So  run  your  race  to 
win.  To  win  the  contest  you  must  deny 
yourselves  many  things  that  would  keep 
you  from  doing  your  best.  An  athlete  goes 
to  all  this  trouble  just  to  win  a  blue  ribbon 
or  a  silver  cup”  (1  Corinthians  9:24-25). 

This  verse  creates  a  beautiful  and  func¬ 
tional  analogy  expressing  God’s  will  for 
our  decision-making.  Be  they  personal, 
spiritual  or  career-oriented  goals,  we  must 
look  to  God  and  God  alone.  Allowing  any 
obstacle  to  persist  in  obstructing  our  view 
will  lead  only  to  losing  the  symbolic  race. 

Unfortunately,  thousands  of  teen¬ 
agers  have  willingly  turned  their  minds 
over  to  the  powers  of  alcohol  and  drugs. 
How  can  they  be  so  blind  to  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  they  cannot  hope  to  achieve 
their  goals  without  divine  guidance? 

Abusers  stop  looking  to  God 

It  is  unthinkable  to  expect  to  attain  the 
highest  spiritual  goal  of  heavenly  accep¬ 
tance  after  being  involved  in  anything  God 
prohibits.  Although  we  have  a  forgiving 
and  gracious  God,  alcoholics  and  drug 
abusers  lose  perception  and  concern  and 
stop  looking  to  God  for  the  forgiveness 
that  is  essential  to  spiritual  well-being. 

The  tremendous  effects  of  alcohol  and 
drugs  also  hinder  or  extinguish  those 
goals  God  has  planned  for  us.  Our  bodies 
are  the  temples  of  God  and  whoever  de¬ 
stroys  His  temple  shall  be  destroyed  by 
Him  (1  Corinthians  3:16). 

The  use  of  alcohol  or  drugs  results  in 
some  amount  of  bodily  destruction.  That 
leads  to  broken  relations  with  God  through 
the  irreversible  ruin  of  our  bodies  and  the 
blatant  lack  of  respect  for  God  that  the 
use  of  alcohol  or  other  drugs  conveys. 

Another  crucial  argument  against  us¬ 
ing  mind-altering  substances  is  that  they 


degrade  their  users.  As  Christians  and 
earthly  representatives  of  God,  we  must 
always  strive  to  live  and  reach  His  ways. 

We  can’t  overlook  the  fact  that  by  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  mind,  body  and  eventually 
soul,  drugs  and  alcohol  actually  stunt 
growth.  That  includes  all  types  of 
growth:  mental,  emotional,  spiritual, 
reaching  maturity  or  any  development 
we  must  complete  to  achieve  our  goals. 

The  precious  time  so  freely  wasted  on  al¬ 
cohol  or  drugs  could  be  far  more  wisely 
used  to  reach,  enhance  or  prepare  for  our 
goals.  By  adopting  the  attitude  of  “live  for 
the  moment,”  we  too  easily  disregard  our 
goals  or  alter  them  to  something  less  than 
that  of  which  we  are  capable. 

Perhaps  the  most  defiant  act  against 
God  is  knowingly  to  commit  a  sin  with¬ 
out  regard  for  Him.  That  is  exactly  what 
alcohol  and  drugs  provoke. 

They  can  and  do  cause  people  to  steal, 
cast  away  respect  for  parents,  engage  in 
meaningless  and  immoral  sex,  and  any 
number  of  other  sinful  acts. 

While  “under  the  influence,”  we  cannot 
be  ourselves,  and  we  lose  perspective  of 
right  and  wrong.  When  we  get  involved  in 
alcohol  and  drugs,  we  remove  ourselves 
from  a  Christian  environment  and  deliver 
ourselves  to  a  world  of  sin.  This  world  in¬ 
cludes  addicts  who  will  go  to  any  length 
and  do  anything  to  get  “a  fix.” 

Finally,  and  of  utmost  importance,  we 
have  to  understand  that  alcohol  and 
drugs  are  distractions  from  the  will  of 
God.  The  Bible  teaches  that  we  must 
look  first  for  the  higher  ambition:  “But 
seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness;  and  all  these  things  shall 
be  added  unto  you"  (Matthew  6:33). 

Like  tightrope  walkers,  we  must  look 
straight  ahead  to  God  and  our  goals  and 
not  look  down,  back  or  around,  or  we  will 
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By  DEBORAH  DAVIS 

"Present  your  bodies  as  a  living  sacri¬ 
fice,  whole  and  acceptable  to  God. ...  Do 
not  be  conformed  to  this  world,  but  be 
transformed  by  the  renewal  of  your 
mind  that  you  may  prove  what  is  the 
good,  acceptable  and  perfect  will  of 
God"  (Romans  12:1-2). 

Many  times  in  the  Bible  God  warns  us 
about  worldly  things  that  can  overcome 
us  and  make  us  less  than  what  God  cre¬ 
ated  us  to  be. 

Today,  people  are  faced  with  the 
temptation  of  using  drugs  and  alcohol 
and  with  suffering  the  consequences  if 
they  make  the  wrong  decision. 

We  all  have  expectations  and  goals 
that  we  work  hard  to  reach.  However,  I 
know  that  when  using  alcohol  and  drugs, 
people  can’t  reach  their  goals. 

I  feel  much  better  knowing  I  have  a 
clean,  clear  mind  and  body  and  knowing 
that  with  God’s  help  I  can  become  who  I 
want  to  become. 

I  feel  good  about  saying  “no"  to  alco¬ 
hol  and  other  drugs  because  I’ve  seen 
what  it  can  do  to  people. 

Three  years  ago,  my  family  and  I  lived 
across  the  street  from  where  many  teen¬ 
agers  and  young  adults  in  the  area  would 
meet  to  drink,  smoke  and  exchange  drugs. 

This  elementary  school  parking  lot  al¬ 
most  always  had  a  cloud  of  smoke  hanging 
over  it,  marijuana  smoke  so  thick  in  the 
air  that  my  brothers  and  sister  couldn’t  go 
outside  to  play  in  our  own  yard. 

Finally,  my  father,  with  the  church's 
help,  took  a  stand  against  the  youth  making 
waste  of  their  lives.  Many  started  attending 
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church  and  giving  their  lives  to  God. 

Yet,  my  most  poignant  remembrances 
were  of  looking  out  the  window  and  see¬ 
ing  all  the  blank  faces  of  people  who 
didn’t  really  know  where  they  were  or 
what  they  were  doing,  of  often  answering 
the  phone  when  a  drunk  boy  would  call 
needing  Dad’s  help  because  he  had 
wrecked  his  car  and  even  of  going  with 
my  father  to  take  a  young  girl  home  who 
had  wandered  into  our  yard,  high  from 
the  party  across  the  street. 

That’s  when  I  decided  never  to  drink  or 
take  drugs  and  realized  that  if  I  let  God 
rule  in  my  life,  I  could  overcome  anything, 
even  the  pressures  of  such  a  deadly  habit. 

I  feel  good  about  saying  “no”  to  alco¬ 
hol  and  other  drugs,  knowing  it  is  what 
God  wants  me  to  do.  I  can  reach  my 
goals  and  be  my  own  person. 

Drug  and  alcohol  abuse  in  America 
seems  to  defy  a  simple  solution.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  answer  lies  in  our  faith  and  in 
knowing  that  in  God  there  is  help  and 
that  there  is  a  way.  The  energy  and  tal¬ 
ents  of  our  youth  are  resources  too  valu¬ 
able  to  be  wasted  on  alcohol  and  drugs. 


Home,  church  guide  me 


By  HOLLY  HUDSON 

Alcohol  has  been  used  as  a  drug  and  for 
enjoyment  since  the  beginning  of  time. 

Its  use  and  misuse  became  associated 
with  the  worship  of  gods.  One  of  the  most 
powerful  Greek  gods  was  Dionysus,  god 
of  wine  and  lord  of  the  underworld. 

The  Romans  adopted  Dionysus  but 
changed  his  name  to  Bacchus.  Festivals 
and  holidays  associated  with  Bacchus  cel¬ 
ebrated  the  harvest  and  the  origin  of  life. 

Time  has  blurred  the  images  of  the 
Bacchanalian  Festival,  but  the  theme 
of  drunkenness  was  a  major  part. 

When  alcohol  and  another  drug  share 
some  effects,  those  effects  may  be  twice  as 
intense  when  the  two  are  taken  together. 

An  example  of  the  ill  effects  of  drink¬ 
ing  alcohol  or  taking  drugs  is  the  dam¬ 
age  caused  to  the  unborn  baby.  Some 
birth  defects  are  a  direct  result  of  alco¬ 
hol  and  drugs  taken  by  the  mother. 

All  drugs  can  affect  the  body  in  both 
helpful  and  harmful  ways.  A  particular 
drug  may  produce  a  strong  heart  beat, 
relief  from  pain  or  some  other  desired 
effect.  But  that  drug,  like  all  drugs,  can 
also  produce  undesirable  effects,  espe¬ 
cially  if  the  dose  is  too  large. 

Prescription  drugs  used  properly  have 
obvious  beneiits.  However,  ihe  abuse  of 
these  drugs,  alcohol  and  street  drugs 
leads  to  dependency,  crime  and  separa¬ 
tion  from  God  and  Christian  living. 


2nd  place,  Jr.  High 


Holly  Hudson, 
grade  seven,  is  a 
member  of  Caldwell 
United  Methodist 
Church,  Caldwell, 
Idaho  (Oregon-Idaho 
conference). 


As  a  teen-ager  growing  up  in  this  era,  I 
have  many  choices  to  make.  The  training 
I’ve  received  at  home  and  at  church  serves 
as  a  tool  to  help  me  with  the  decisions  that 
I  will  have  to  make  along  the  way. 

So  far,  my  experience  with  drugs  has 
been  very  limited.  It  did  hit  close  to 
home,  however,  when  a  classmate 
brought  a  drug  called  Rush  to  school. 

Following  a  volleyball  game,  this  drug 
was  sampled  by  several  of  the  girls  on 
the  team.  The  “buzz”  they  received  was 
short-lived  when  they  were  discovered 
by  the  coach.  Not  only  were  they  sus¬ 
pended  from  school,  but  they  were 
kicked  off  the  team.  In  my  opinion,  they 
are  lucky  they  are  still  alive. 

My  love  and  respect  for  my  family,  my 
God  and  my  country  are  very  important 
to  me,  and  I  feel  that  the  use  of  drugs  in 
my  life  would  alter  these  priorities. 


‘No’  to  drugs,  ‘yes’  to  Christ 


fall.  Because  alcohol  and  drugs  avert  our 
attention  from  God,  we  are  led  off  the 
path  He  has  designed. 

If  we  give  drugs  any  role  .  .  . 

When  we  take  control  away  from  our 
spirits  (which  are  led  by  God)  and  trans¬ 
fer  it  to  our  minds  and  bodies  (especially 
those  that  are  altered),  we  are  doomed  to 
lose  all.  Our  goals  cannot  even  possibly 
be  within  grasp  or  even  sight  if  we  give 
alcohol  or  drugs  any  role  in  our  lives. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  our  goals  for 
life  can  be  met  only  with  the  support  and 
guidance  of  God  and  His  many  blessings. 
It  is  clear  that  alcohol  and  drugs  cut  off 
this  only  reliable  source  of  success. 

Simply  put,  we  must  make  God’s  goals 
our  goals  for  ourselves  and  use  Christ  as 
a  model:  “I  press  on  toward  the  goal  for 
the  prize  of  the  upward  call  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus”  (Philippians  3;14). 

John  Wesley  offered  some  well-ad¬ 
vised  words  to  help  us  keep  up  our  self- 
respect  and  our  vision  on  Him  when  he 
said,  “Whether  you  like  it  or  no,  read  and 
pray  daily.  It  is  your  life;  there  is  no  oth¬ 
er  way.  Do  justice  to  your  soul;  give  it 
time  and  means  to  grow.  Do  not  starve 
yourself  any  longer.” 


By  DAN  CRAIG 

I  want  to  introduce  a  man  to  you  who 
is  loved  but  doesn’t  know  it.  He  is  cared 
about  but  doesn’t  feel  it. 

He  is  not  a  bad  man,  but  if  judged  on 
the  basis  of  his  “fruits,”  he  would  be  seen 
as  serving  two  masters.  This  man  has 
spoiled  his  life  with  drugs  and  alcohol. 

He  has  three  ex-wives  and  one  child  by 
each.  He  wants  a  home  and  family,  but  if 
asked  why  he  doesn’t  have  these  things, 
the  last  thing  he’d  say  is  because  of  drugs 
and  alcohol.  It’s  the  first  thing  I  would  say. 

This  man  introduced  me  to  alcohol 
when  I  was  9  years  old.  He  introduced  me 
to  marijuana  when  I  was  13. 1  tried  them 
both  once.  According  to  him,  I  would 
have  tried  them  sooner  or  later  anyway. 

1  don’t  know  if  I  would  have.  I  just 
know  that  afterwards  I  felt  as  if  I  had 
betrayed  myself  and  lowered  my  stand¬ 
ards.  Most  of  all,  I  felt  alone,  even 
though  he  was  right  there  with  me. 

What  could  make  someone  like  me  try 
something  like  alcohol  or  marijuana? 
Curiosity?  Stupidity?  Weakness?  In  a 
way  I  was  curious.  I  know  I’m  not  stupid. 
Still,  I  am  weak.  (Isn’t  everyone?) 

2  Corinthians  12:9  says,  “My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  you,  for  power  is  perfected 
in  weakness.  Most  gladly,  therefore,  I  will 
rather  boast  about  my  weaknesses  that 


3rd  place,  Jr.  High 


Dan  Craig,  grade 
nine,  is  a  member 
of  Cypress  Trails 
United  Methodist 
Church,  Spring, 
Texas  (Texas  con¬ 
ference). 


the  power  of  Christ  may  dwell  in  me.” 

I  am  not  boasting  about  trying  other 
drugs  and  alcohol.  What  I  boast  about  is 
my  weakness  then  and  how  I  feel  now  af¬ 
ter  being  given  the  courage  to  say  “no.” 

I  am  stronger  in  my  faith  and  happier 
with  my  life  than  ever  before.  Saying 
"no”  to  drugs  and  alcohol  is  saying  "yes” 
to  Christ. 

As  for  the  man  I  have  been  talking 
about,  he  is  someone  very  close  to  me. 
He  is  my  natural  father.  I  haven’t  seen 
him  in  a  year,  and  our  relationship  is 
very  strained. 

I  still  care  for  him  deeply.  Although  I 
cannot  forget  what  happened,  I  can  and 
do  forgive  him  in  Christ.  I  just  pray  that 
he  will  realize  how  very  much  he  is  loved 
and  how  very  much  he  is  cared  for.  May¬ 
be  soon,  he  can  say  “yes”  to  Christ  and 
"no”  to  drugs  and  alcohol. 


In  Sitka,  Alaska 


Members  build  a  church 


The  Rev.  John  and  Ms.  Cheryl  T. 
Washburn  agree  that  spending  thousands 
of  hours  building  a  church  creates  a 
closeness  within  the  congregation  that  is 
unequaled  by  other  experiences.  John,  an 
ordained  United  Methodist  clergyman, 
and  Cheryl,  a  diaconal  minister,  have 
served  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Sitka,  Alaska,  since  1986. 

“It’s  surprising  how  pastoral  care  hap¬ 
pens  [when  we  work]  together,”  says 
John.  “People  talk  as  they  work,  sharing 
physically  and  spiritually.  There’s  a 
bonding  that  happens.  There  is  a  great 
sense  of  pride.” 

That  bonding  and  sense  of  pride 
evolved  as  the  congregation  of  125  mem¬ 
bers  built  a  3,600-square-foot  cedar-clad 
structure.  The  new  building  features  a 
sanctuary,  a  choir  room,  classrooms,  a 


meeting  room  and  an  office. 

Nestled  against  a  thickly  treed  hill  in  a 
residential  area  near  downtown  Sitka, 
the  contemporary-style  church  is  com¬ 
plemented  by  oak  furniture  and  light  fix¬ 
tures  custom-made  by  members  of  the 
congregation. 

The  Sitka  church  was  chartered  in 
1965  with  29  members.  By  three  years 
ago,  membership  had  grown  to  125,  and 
the  original  building  was  bursting  at  the 
seams.  Members  decided  to  build  a  new 
church.  The  Washburns  and  almost  all  of 
the  members  got  involved  in  the  con¬ 
struction  project,  which  began  in  May 
1987  and  concluded  in  February  1988. 

Harold  Campbell  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Regional  Construction  Service,  pio¬ 
neered  by  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  acted  as  contractor  and  su- 


So  you  want  to  help! 


g  The  editor  of  this  tabloid  hopes  that 
you  will  find  the  articles  and  photo- 
:>  graphs  interesting,  informative  and 
inspiring. 

£  Giving  to  any  of  the  Advance  proj- 
ects  described  here  is  simple.  At  the 
close  of  most  articles  or  photo  cutlines 
—  in  boldface  type  —  are  the  name  of 
the  project  and  its  code  number  (for 
example,  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis, 

iji  #010068-0). 

v  Just  write  a  check  to  help  the  min- 
:j:  istry  of  your  choice.  Write  the  project 


name  and  code  number  in  the  lower  £ 
left  corner  of  your  check.  When  you 
designate  your  gift,  make  your  check 
payable  to  "General  Council  on  Fi-  £ 
nance  and  Administration”  or 
“GCFA.”  For  local  church  and  annual  £ 
conference  credit,  send  your  gift  to 
your  local  church  treasurer.  Gifts  will  * 
be  forwarded  to  Advance  GCFA,  Gen- 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  £ 
Church  Street  Station,  Box  5050,  New 
York,  NY  10249.  £ 

—Barbara  Dunlap-Berg,  editor  £ 


With  ceiling 
trusses  in  place, 
the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Sitka, 
Alaska,  began  to 
take  shape  last 
summer. 


pervised  volunteers.  Workers  reported  to 
the  site  every  weekday  evening,  all  day 
Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoon. 

On  a  typical  Saturday  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  work  began  at  8  a.m.  A  dozen  or 
more  people  would  gather  for  the  14- 
hour  “work  party.”  Early  in  the  project, 
Mr.  Campbell  assigned  two  or  three  peo¬ 
ple  to  tasks  such  as  shoveling  rocks  to 
fill  in  the  foundation.  Others  built  wood¬ 
en  foundation  forms  and  poured  con¬ 
crete.  Later,  the  Saturday  job  detail 
included  small  groups  of  people  sanding 
sheetrock,  staining  window  trim,  paint¬ 
ing,  and  installing  siding. 

The  new  building  cost  about  $230,000; 
members  saved  about  $70,000  by  using 
volunteer  labor.  Funding  came  from  the 
congregation  and  United  Methodist 
grants  and  loans.  Additional  financial  as¬ 
sistance  is  being  sought  through  the 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  Program  of  the  Advance. 

Ministering  in  a  culturally  diverse 
community  of  8,000  residents,  the  Sitka 


church  houses  the  Alaska  native  Tlinglit- 
Haida  Tribal  Council  Head  Start  pro¬ 
gram  during  the  school  year.  In  the 
summer,  it  provides  a  place  for  a  youth 
hostel. 

The  Sitka  congregation  is  jubilant  with 
its  new,  modern  structure.  Reports  Ms. 
Washburn:  “One  longtime  member  . . . 
said  that  she  feels  a  sense  of  pride  and 
her  eyes  fill  with  tears  each  time  she  en¬ 
ters  the  building.” 

United  Methodist  contributions  to 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  will  establish  new  churches  in  each 
of  the  racial  and  ethnic  minority  com¬ 
munities  and  in  areas  of  shifting  popula¬ 
tions. 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Capital),  #982700-1 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Program),  #982701-2 

—  Adapted  from  an  article  by 
Rita  R.  Robison,  The  Anchor¬ 
age  Times,  Feb.  6,  1988. 


Partners 

Stories  of  United  Methodist  Partnership 
Through  Second-Mile  Giving 


What  is  the  Advance? 


member  Advance  Committee,  a  unit  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
chaired  by  Bishop  Felton  E.  May,  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa. 

During  the  Advance’s  four-decade  his¬ 
tory,  United  Methodists  have  given  near¬ 
ly  half  a  billion  dollars.  Contributions  for 
this  quadrennium  are  expected  to  reach 
an  all-time  high  of  $100  million  by  the 
end  of  1988,  according  to  the  Rev. 
William  T.  Carter,  director  of  the  Ad¬ 
vance. 

—  Adapted  from  a  news  release  by 
Thomas  S.  McAnally,  Dec.  7, 1987 

No  gift  is  too  small 

While  in  the  island  country  of  Haiti, 
visiting  mission  projects  of  our  church,  I 
became  painfully  aware  of  the  value  of  a 
small  gift.  It  occurred  at  a  grocery  store 
in  Port-au-Prince. 

Carrying  baskets  of  home-grown  pro¬ 
duce  on  their  heads,  the  local  Haitian 
women  were  patiently  waiting  in  line  at 
the  store  to  exchange  their  produce  for 
other  grocery  items. 

I  went  into  the  store  and  . . .  heard  a 
woman  order:  “A  penny’s  worth  of  flour 
and  a  penny’s  worth  of  cooking  oil, 
please."  Two  pennies!  And  because  of 
those  two  pennies,  our  Haitian  sister’s 
family  would  eat  that  night! 

Do  our  gifts  make  a  difference? 

Jesus  said,  “I  came  that  they  may 
have  life,  . . .”  (John  10:10b,  RSV)  May 
our  shared  gifts,  small  and  large,  help 
provide  life,  hope  and  God’s  love. 

—  LaRayne  F.  Wahlstrom,  UMCOR 
Update.  March  1987 


Program  focuses  on  starting  new  congregations 


Dedicated  Christians  who  want  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  new  congregation  do  so  through 
their  annual  conference  and  with  Nation¬ 
al  Program  Division  support.  They  pur¬ 
chase  land,  build  a  facility  and  find  a 
pastor.  Soon  they  are  a  thriving  mission- 
al  congregation  —  one  that  shares  the 
Word  and  goes  out  to  address  the  needs 
of  the  surrounding  community. 

The  process  takes  more  than  desire 
and  dedication.  It  takes  money  to  ac¬ 
quire  and  maintain  property;  to  attract 


and  support  dedicated,  talented  pastors; 
and  to  work  in  the  community. 

But  money  alone  is  not  the  answer. 
That’s  where  the  Partners  in  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development  program  comes  in. 
The  program  focuses  on  establishing 
many  new  Asian-American,  Black,  His¬ 
panic  and  Native  American  congrega¬ 
tions.  Existing  churches  form 
partnerships  with  developing  congrega¬ 
tions  to  offer  assistance  and  support  as 
the  new  churches  grow  and  mature. 


Newly  formed  congregations  in  turn  pro¬ 
vide  the  same  support  for  more  new 
churches. 

With  a  goal  of  $24  million  —  $8  million 
a  year  —  Partners  in  Congregational  De¬ 
velopment  is  the  largest-ever  single  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  request  for  national 
mission. 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Capital),  #982700-1 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Program),  #982701-2 


The  Advance  is  a  40-year-old  program 
through  which  United  Methodists  send 
money  for  specific  items  and  services 
needed  around  the  world.  A  key  feature 
of  the  popular,  voluntary  program  is  that 
100  percent  of  the  donation  goes  to  the 
chosen  project.  Administrative  expenses 
are  paid  from  other  sources. 

Because  it  involves  giving  beyond  ap¬ 
portionments  and  other  funds  raised 
through  the  local  church,  the  Advance  of¬ 
ten  is  referred  to  as  “second-mile  giv¬ 
ing." 

Individuals,  local  churches  and  other 
groups  may  designate  their  contributions 
for  approved  projects  related  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  and  the  World  program  divisions 
and  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Program  Department  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Gifts 
also  may  go  toward  district  and  annual 
conference  Advance  Specials. 

Projects  in  countries  around  the 
world,  including  the  United  States,  must 
be  screened  and  approved  by  the  20- 


church  WORLD  SERVICE  PHOTO 
In  Thailand,  agriculture  is  the  mainstay  of  the  economy;  rice  is  the  chief  crop.  An 
Advance  project  provides  poor  farmers  with  water  buffaloes  and  loans  them  to  indi¬ 
vidual  families.  A  family  uses  the  buffalo  for  five  years  and  then  passes  it  on  to  an¬ 
other  family.  The  buffaloes  are  bred  each  year,  and  the  calves  are  shared 
alternately  by  the  keeper  and  the  bank,  which  passes  them  on  to  other  families.  In 
addition  to  the  buffalo  banks  project,  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
Program  Department  is  involved  in  ministries  related  to  health  and  family  services 
in  Thailand. 

Buffalo  Banks,  #275125-4 
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Guest  editorial 

A  useful,  agreeable  mix 


Clergy  and  lay 
workers  in  The 
Evangelical  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Bo¬ 
livia  urgently  need 
financial  support  to 
help  them  meet 
their  daily  needs. 


JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 


Faith  remains  strong 
in  face  of  adversity 


By  DONALD  E.  COLLIER 

The  small,  blue  church  houses  an  ac¬ 
tive  congregation,  but  even  a  casual  look 
at  the  foundation  shows  the  effects  of 
frequent  flood  waters  from  the  nearby 
creek.  Just  a  gentle  push  against  the  side 
of  the  building  gives  evidence  of  the  pre¬ 
carious  state  of  the  structure  and  of  the 
urgent  need  for  a  new  building  .... 

In  Brazil,  where  the  per  capita  income 
is  $1,523,  more  than  half  of  the  labor 
force  is  engaged  in  agriculture.  The  gov¬ 
ernment  is  granting  millions  of  acres  to 
rich  families  and  multinational  corpora¬ 
tions.  while  the  poor  are  being  relocated 
in  the  Amazon  basin,  an  area  unsuited  to 
farming.  Ten  percent  of  the  population 
owns  most  of  the  property  in  this  South 
American  country;  90  percent  live  in 
poverty. 

Outside  the  big  cities,  thousands  of 
people  dwell  in  tin  or  wood  shacks 
crammed  only  inches  from  the  next 
structure.  In  the  favela  (slum),  there  is 
ample  opportunity  for  evangelism  and 
ministry  to  the  oppressed.  The  evangeli¬ 
cal  community  is  growing  almost  twice 
as  fast  as  the  population  as  a  whole. 
Churches  are  involved  in  education, 
medicine  and  public  health,  social  wel¬ 
fare  and  comprehensive  community  de¬ 
velopment. 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil 
reaches  into  nearly  every  one  of  the  23 
states  through  its  seven  episcopal  re¬ 
gions.  Pastors  and  evangelists  stand 
ready  to  become  even  more  active  if 


“Love  is  a  revolutionary  thing,” 
wrote  the  Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske  in  Inas¬ 
much  (Summer  1986).  “It  is  difficult  to 
hold  a  people  in  bondage  once  they  know 
that  they  are  loved." 

United  Methodist  love  is  making  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  Republic  of  Haiti  —  home 
to  6.2  million  people  and  the  poorest  na¬ 
tion  in  the  western  hemisphere.  In  1983, 
the  per  capita  income  was  $333. 

This  West  Indian  country  was  once  a 
dense  tropical  rain  forest.  Now,  howev¬ 
er.  it  is  environmentally  devastated; 
nearly  barren  of  trees,  the  land  is  eroded 
and  worn-out.  The  good  land  that  does 
exist  in  the  valleys  is  owned  by  a  few 
wealthy  Haitians  and  is  used  to  grow  cof¬ 
fee  and  sugar  cane  and  to  raise  cattle 
and  pigs  for  export.  The  majority  of  Hai¬ 
tians  scratch  a  living  from  the  sides  of 
barren  mountains.  Chronic  poverty  rules 
their  lives  with  a  high  birth  rate  and  high 


funds  can  be  provided  for  their  support. 

In  January  I  traveled  to  Brazil  with 
members  of  the  General  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries'  Advance  Committee.  We  re¬ 
viewed  Advance  project  proposals  and 
visited  Methodist  mission  programs. 

Returning  from  one  of  these  visits, 
Bishop  Isac  Alberto  Rodrigues  Ago  told 
us:  “In  Brazil,  we  are  very  good  at  com¬ 
bining  the  useful  and  the  agreeable.” 

If  the  church  in  Brazil  is  to  continue 
meeting  the  spiritual  and  social  needs  of 
the  people,  it  must  receive  assistance  to 
keep  its  internal  structures  functioning. 

Contributions  to  the  Advance,  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  program  of 
designated  giving,  are  the  “useful”  parts 
of  Bishop  Ago’s  equation.  The  “Agree¬ 
able"  part  is  the  eagerness  of  Brazilian 
Methodists  to  be  in  ministry  throughout 
the  country. 

Writing  in  Mission  News  (July-August 
1987),  the  Rev.  James  Edwin  and  Ms. 
Nancy  Tims.  United  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  to  Brazil,  said:  “The  present  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  ...  is  unbelievably  cruel  and 
unjust  to  so  many  people.  So  when  we 
learned  that  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  United  States  has  commit¬ 
ted  itself  to  . . .  help  partner  churches  af¬ 
fected  by  the  global  economic  crisis,  we 
felt  like  bursting  into  applause.” 

The  Rev.  Collier  is  associate  general  sec¬ 
retary  for  the  Division  of  Program  and 
Benevolence  Interpretation,  United 
Methodist  Communications. 


infant  mortality,  severe  malnutrition,  illit¬ 
eracy,  unemployment  and  underproduc¬ 
tion. 

Although  Haiti  is  80  percent  Roman 
Catholic,  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean  and  the  Americas  (MCCA)  — 
Haiti  District  serves  more  than  250,000 
people  through  a  variety  of  ministries. 

One  such  ministry  is  the  Christian  In¬ 
stitute  for  Rural  Life  in  Petit  Goave.  The 
institute  trains  Haitians  in  agriculture 
and  community  leadership.  Chosen  by 
their  churches  on  the  basis  of  their  in¬ 
volvement  in  or  desire  to  serve  rural 
communities,  the  students  are  part  of  the 
future  leadership  of  the  MCCA  —  Haiti 
District. 

Working  with  students  and  the  com¬ 
munity,  the  institute  has  established  to- 


Here  we  are  in  an  adobe  building  that 
the  members  have  built  themselves. 
There  is  no  electricity,  just  four  candles 
to  give  light.  There  are  no  pews.  We  are 
standing  on  dirt  floors.  An  8-year-old  boy 
is  beating  a  drum  —  the  only  musical  in¬ 
strument  they  have.  Pastor  Noah  starts 
to  preach.  He  says:  “It's  too  dark  to  read 
our  Bible,  but  Jesus  in  John  10  says.  7 
have  come  to  bring  life  and  bring  it  in 
abundance.'  "  He  tells  them  they  should 
be  thankful  for  their  abundance,  and 
they  shout  "Amen!"  And  he  tells  them 
they  should  share  their  abundance  with 
those  who  have  less,  and  they  shout 
"Amen!"  to  that.  And  we  are  wondering: 
How  can  anyone  have  less  than  these 
people? 


mato  and  eggplant  nurseries;  distributed 
seeds  and  plants;  improved  beekeeping, 
cattle  and  poultry  production;  and  assist¬ 
ed  in  road  building,  well  digging  and  soil 
conservation.  Vocational  training  in  car¬ 
pentry,  handicrafts  and  other  practical 
skills  continues. 

United  Methodists  —  giving  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Program  Depart¬ 
ment  and  the  World  Program  Division  — 
have  supported  the  Haiti  District  for 
many  years.  The  1987-88  Partnership  in 
Missions  Catalog  of  General  Advance 
Specials  lists  25  projects  in  Haiti. 

Christian  Institute  for  Rural  Life, 
#418375-5 


The  Rev.  David  R.  Stephenson  of  New 
Horizon  United  Methodist  Church,  Wood¬ 
ward,  Okla.,  traveled  to  Bolivia  last 
summer  with  a  volunteer  medical  mis¬ 
sion  team. 

During  their  stay,' the  mission  team 
visited  with  the  bishop  of  The  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia,  Eugenio 
Poma.  On  the  team’s  arrival,  the  bishop 
said:  “While  you  are  here,  talk,  walk, 
laugh  and  taste  the  chill  wind  with  us. 
Thank  you  for  bringing  the  medicine  and 
the  doctoring,  but  please,  more  impor¬ 
tantly,  help  us  to  change  this  unjust 
world.” 

Bishop  Poma’s  "unjust  world"  is  Bo¬ 
livia,  where  the  difference  between  rich 
and  poor  becomes  greater  each  year. 
The  majority  of  the  people  are  poor  — 
squeezed  by  the  low  prices  they  receive 
for  the  produce  they  grow  and  the  high 
prices  they  must  pay  for  such  essentials 
as  food,  school  and  health  care. 

The  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia  is  suffering  because  of  the  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis.  The  largest  Protestant  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  country,  most  of  its 
members  come  from  the  rural  communi¬ 
ties.  The  monthly  minimum  wage  set  by 
the  Bolivian  government  is  the  equiva¬ 
lent  of  $125  U.S.,  but  the  church  can  only 
afford  to  pay  pastors  $35. 

The  need  is  urgent  for  financial  assis¬ 
tance  to  increase  salaries  for  lay  and 
clergy  church  workers. 

The  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Bolivia  is  one  of  several  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  projects.  Although 
your  Advance  gift  cannot  be  designated 
specifically  for  this  Bolivian  ministry, 
you  can  be  assured  that  your  contribu¬ 
tion  will  go  toward  Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis  projects  like  it. 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0 


Partner  churches  meet  economic  crisis 


At  Christian  Institute  for  Rural  Life 

Haitians  prepare  for  leadership  roles 
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Poultry  is  raised  on  a  demonstration 
farm  operated  by  the  Christian  Institute 
for  Rural  Life,  Petit  Goave,  Haiti. 


In  countries  around  the  world,  an  eco¬ 
nomic  crisis  rips  away  even  minimal  re¬ 
sponses  to  human  need.  For  example, 
inflation  rates  in  Bolivia  shot  up  to 
22,000  percent  in  1988,  then  plummeted 
to  less  than  1  percent  as  the  government 
instituted  harsh  measures.  These  mea¬ 
sures  ended  jobs  and  social  services  that 
formerly  fed  thousands. 

A  Mozambican  sales  clerk  gets  a  raise, 
only  to  find  she  has  but  a  quarter  of  the 
purchasing  power  she  had  before.  Previ¬ 
ously,  she  had  been  making  the  bare 
minimum  to  survive  in  the  city. 

Poverty,  which  has  forever  separated 
the  rich  and  the  poor,  is  fueled  today  by 
a  global  deterioration  of  economies.  In¬ 
ternational  debt  burdens  threaten  to 
bring  down  whole  governments.  Govern¬ 
ment  programs  for  the  needy  are  cut 
back. 

In  each  place,  the  church  is  not  ex¬ 
empt.  Its  pastors  and  workers,  when 
paid,  find  themselves  lower  and  lower  on 
the  economic  ladder.  Buildings  fall  into 


disrepair.  Yet,  as  Paul  wrote  of  the  Mac¬ 
edonians,  today’s  Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis  “are  extremely  generous  in  their 
giving,  even  though  they  are  very  poor.” 
They  are  living  a  New  Testament  faith. 
“We  can’t  ask  whether  there’s  enough 
money  to  go  ahead,”  says  one  African 
bishop,  “or  we’d  never  act.  We  have  to  go 
ahead  on  faith.” 

The  people  around  them  see  their  love 
in  action,  and  are  joining  the  churches  in 
large  numbers.  The  economic  crisis, 
however,  means  that  a  larger  member¬ 
ship  doesn’t  solve  the  problem.  In  each 
place  where  economic  havoc  reigns,  it  is 
the  church  members  themselves,  most  of 
the  time,  who  are  the  poor. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  has  pledged,  through  reallocation  of 
funds,  $6  million  to  help  meet  the  needs. 
The  Council  of  Bishops  and  the  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
have  made  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis  a 
churchwide  appeal,  with  a  $9  million 
goal,  to  achieve  a  total  of  $15  million. 


Autonomous  Methodist  churches  in  Hong 
Kong  and  Singapore  have  responded  to 
the  bishops’  appeal.  United  Methodist 
congregations  and  individuals  in  the 
United  States  have  begun  to  give. 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis  Advance 
Special  funds  help  brother  and  sister 
United  Methodists  to: 

•  Meet  immediate  human  needs,  such 
as  emergency  salary  support  and  food 
supplements  for  church  workers; 

•  Provide  institutional  necessities, 
such  as  equipment  for  hospitals,  supplies 
for  publishing  houses  and  support  for 
child  care  facilities; 

•  Undergird  the  basic  installations  and 
facilities  of  the  churches  themselves  for 
long-term  stability,  a  category  which  in¬ 
cludes  pensions  for  pastors. 

The  money  given  for  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  is  in  addition  to  gifts 
for  ongoing  mission  programs  and  proj¬ 
ects. 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0 
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In  Ganta,  Liberia 

Financial  crunch  hits  institutions 


A  critical  situation  is  confronting  two 
United  Methodist  institutions  in  Ganta, 
Liberia  —  Ganta  Vocational  School  and 
Harley  Memorial  Hospital.  Teachers  and 
hospital  employees  were  not  paid  by  the 
government  for  more  than  a  year. 

Despite  their  adversity,  employees 
have  remained  faithfully  on  the  job.  The 
hospital  administrator,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary,  in  consultation  with  the 
Liberia  Annual  Conference,  has  man¬ 
aged  to  adjust  the  hospital  budget  so  that 
its  staff  members  are  now  only  a  month 
or  two  behind  in  receiving  their  pay- 
checks. 

“The  65-bed  hospital  at  Ganta  that  had 
six  patients  18  months  ago  is  not  only 
filled  to  capacity,  but  has  had  to  open  a 
ward  in  a  large  entrance  hall,”  wrote 
United  Methodist  missionaries  Walter 
and  Mona  Mason,  Monrovia,  Liberia 
( Missouri  East  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er.  March  4,  1988).  “Our  prenatal 


clinic  that  began  with  five  patients  in 
June  now  serves  [more  than]  100  each 
week.  . . .  Our  operating  rooms  have  full 
schedules  every  day  and  emergency  sur¬ 
geries  almost  every  night.” 

At  present,  there  is  no  commercial 
production  of  oxygen  in  Liberia.  Oxygen 
must  be  purchased  and  transported  from 
other  countries.  Yet,  oxygen  is  a  com¬ 
paratively  simple  gas  to  produce,  and  it 
is  needed  by  hospitals,  manufacturers 
and  businesses. 

The  Liberia  Annual  Conference  has 
proposed  that  a  feasibility  study  be  made 
and  that, a  beginning  fund  be  set  up  for 
an  oxygen-producing  unit  at  Harley  Me¬ 
morial  Hospital  to  provide  for  the  oxy¬ 
gen  needs  of  that  facility  and  to  create  a 
commercial  product  to  help  support  the 
hospital’s  operating  budget. 

“There  is  a  new  wave  of  hope  for  the 
hospital  and  the  community,”  the  Ma¬ 
sons  continued. 


The  school  and  the  hospital  are  repre¬ 
sentative  of  several  Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis  projects.  Although  your  Advance 
gift  cannot  be  designated  specifically  for 
these  ministries  of  the  school  and  the 
hospital,  you  can  be  assured  that  your 
contribution  will  go  toward  Partner 
Churches  in  Crisis  projects  like  Ganta 
Vocational  School  and  Harley  Memorial 
Hospital. 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0 


For  more 
information 

For  personal,  immediate  help,  contact 
the  Advance  Office,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  1316,  New  York,  NY  10115,  (212) 
870-3790.  Another  source  of  information 
is  your  jurisdictional  field  representa¬ 
tive: 

North  Central  —  The  Rev.  Dwight  S. 
Busacca,  Epp  Hall,  10  E.  School  Ave., 
Room  4,  Naperville,  IL  60540,  (312)  357- 
0170. 

Northeastern  —  Alice  M.  Trost,  1 
Diana  Place.  Troy,  NY  12180,  (518)  279- 
9009. 

South  Central  —  The  Rev.  Kenneth 
McIntosh,  University  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  4024  Caruth  Blvd.,  Suite 
251,  Dallas,  TX  75225,  (214)  373-1554. 

Southeastern  —  Camille  Funk,  Mis¬ 
sion  Education,  and  the  Rev.  Harry  New¬ 
man,  Mission  Cultivation,  159  Ralph 
McGill  Blvd.  N.E.,  Room  404,  Atlanta, 
GA  30365,  (404)  659-0002. 

Western  —  The  Rev.  David  H. 
Blackburn,  625  Hamilton  Ave.,  Palo  Alto, 
CA  94301-2078,  (415)  321-0136. 
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In  Kenya,  health  care  in  isolated  rural 
areas  has  long  been  offered  by  the 
church  but  has  lacked  local  planning  and 
control.  The  Community  Health  Devel¬ 
opment  Project  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  Kenya  —  an  Advance  program  —  at¬ 
tempts  to  alleviate  the  high  infant  mor¬ 
tality  and  maternal  disease  rates  in  the 
Igembe  region  of  Maua  District.  A  com¬ 
munity  health  resource  team  aids  plan¬ 
ning  and  coordination  among  various 
groups  and  provides  technical  services 
as  requested  by  local  people.  Special  at¬ 
tention  is  given  to  the  involvement  of 
women.  Health  workers  at  mobile  clin¬ 
ics  examine  mothers  and  children  and 
give  inoculations.  Two-week  courses 
train  village  health  helpers  in  nutrition, 
basic  treatment  skills  and  identification 
of  disease.  United  Methodists  can  help 
support  this  project,  which  receives  as¬ 
sistance  from  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Program  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Community  Health  Development 
Project  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Ken¬ 
ya,  #140385-3 


Community  responds 
to  church’s  outreach 


Congregation  outgrows 
church  building  —  again 


Barrio  Obrero  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico,  has  out¬ 
grown  its  facilities  —  again. 

The  congregation  began  in  1950  with 
10  to  15  people  attending  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  On  a  typical  Sunday  morning, 
more  than  150  worshipers  crowd  into  a 
second-floor  sanctuary  designed  to  ac¬ 
commodate  75. 

That  second-floor  sanctuary  was  built 
a  few  years  ago  over  the  original  one- 
story  structure  that  was  remodeled  to  al¬ 
low  space  for  50  worshipers. 

The  lower  floor  now  provides  space 
for  five  of  the  church’s  nine  Sunday 
school  classes.  A  small  house  across  the 
street  adds  more  classrooms,  a  kitchen 
and  a  restroom. 

But  there  is  no  space  for  child-care 
services,  community  meetings,  a  pas¬ 
tor’s  study,  social  and  recreational  activ¬ 
ities,  and  other  programs.  And  the  site 
offers  no  room  for  further  expansion. 

The  Rev.  Cecilio  Rivera  said  the  con¬ 
gregation  sees  a  critical  need,  not  only  to 


The  autonomous  Methodist  Church  in 
Ghana  has  undertaken  a  project  related 
to  the  cultivation  of  crops  and  animal 
husbandry  —  the  breeding  of  livestock 
for  food. 

Project  leaders  conduct  weekend 
workshops  for  local  farmers,  teaching 
improved  farming  techniques  and  intro¬ 
ducing  pig  and  chicken  husbandry.  Proj¬ 
ect  workers  also  are  digging  wells, 
laying  water  pipes,  constructing  animal 


preach  the  gospel,  but  to  offer  a  com¬ 
plete  ministry  to  the  surrounding  eco¬ 
nomically  deprived,  working-class 
community  on  the  northeastern  seacoast 
of  Puerto  Rico. 

The  congregation  has  developed  plans 
for  a  new  building  on  a  two-acre  lot 
some  blocks  away  from  the  existing  fa¬ 
cility. 

United  Methodist  contributions  to 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  will  establish  new  churches  in  each 
of  the  racial  and  ethnic  minority  com¬ 
munities  and  in  areas  of  shifting  popula¬ 
tions. 

Partners  in  Congregational 
Development  (Capital),  #982700-1 

Partners  in  Congregational 
Development  (Program),  #982701-2 

—  Adapted  from  an  article  by  Roberta 
B.  Sappington,  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  Jan.  22, 1988 


housing  and  feeding  devices,  and  pur¬ 
chasing  agricultural  equipment. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  Program  Department  is  involved 
in  this  effort  through  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Ghana,  the  interfaith  Christian 
Service  Committee  of  the  Christian 
Council  of  Ghana  and  other  channels. 

Akim  Swedru  Agricultural  Project, 
#120375-5 


In  Kenai,  Alaska,  “the  church  is  one  of 
the  few  centers  for  bringing  people  to¬ 
gether.  Isolation  is  very  common,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  winter,”  says  the  Rev.  Carl 
I.  Landerholm  of  the  North  Star  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“  ‘Chuck’ ...  is  a  good  example.  Chuck 
moved  here  ...  to  seek  work  in  construc¬ 
tion  on  an  oil  platform.  He  came  on  a 
promise  that  still  remains  unfulfilled.  He 
lives  by  himself  and  is  a  self-avowed  lon¬ 
er.  His  background  includes  [time  spent 
in  prison]  and  drug  and  alcohol  abuse. 

“When  I  first  visited  Chuck,”  Mr.  Lan¬ 
derholm  recalls,  “I  felt  he  would  attend 
church  occasionally  at  best.  Yet,  Chuck 
is  one  of  the  most  faithful  [members].  In 
addition,  he  is  actively  recruiting  more 
people  from  his  trailer  court.  Odd,  isn’t 
it?  A  loner  who  craves  the  body  of 
Christ.” 

A  congregation  of  50  full  members. 
North  Star  Church  draws  an  average 
weekly  worship  attendance  of  66.  The 
church  school  roll  lists  86  members,  and 
an  average  of  45  people  attend  classes 
each  Sunday. 

The  congregation’s  ministry  includes 
choirs  for  children  and  adults,  church 
school,  United  Methodist  Women,  vaca¬ 
tion  Bible  school,  groups  for  third- 
through  12th-graders,  Mothers’  Day  Out, 
an  outreach  council  “to  help  anyone  in 
need,”  an  emergency  network  and  a 
“welcome  wagon”  to  greet  newcomers  in 
the  community.  Other  area  congrega¬ 
tions  are  involved  with  North  Star 
Church  on  the  outreach  council.  A  dream 
for  the  future  would  be  to  provide  day 
care  or  preschool  facilities  for  30  chil¬ 
dren. 


Mr.  Landerholm  notes:  “Ten  percent 
of  our  congregation  has  native  roots 
Inuit,  Athabascan  or  Kenaitze,  the  local 
tribe.  (Native  Americans,  or  Indians,  are 
generally  referred  to  as  ‘natives’  here.) 
We  are  looking  for  ways  to  become  a 
part  of  the  new  native  ministry  program 
in  the  Alaska  Missionary  Conference.” 

North  Star  Church  is  a  congregation 
“on  the  grow.”  It  needs  larger  facilities 
to  accommodate  its  ministry.  “While  we 
will  have  a  share  in  the  costs”  of  a  new 
facility,  the  building  committee  reported 
in  March,  “we  are  seeking  mission  help 
and  grants.”  The  proposed  structure 
would  include  a  fellowship  hall  big 
enough  to  hold  300  people;  a  multipur¬ 
pose  room  for  church  and  community 
events;  14  church  school  classrooms;  a 
combined  teen  room,  lounge  and  church 
school  classroom;  office  space;  and  stor¬ 
age  areas. 

“God  has  blessed  us  with  many  gifts  in 
the  mission  connection,”  Mr.  Lander¬ 
holm  says,  “and  we  have  become  in¬ 
creasingly  aware  of  our  need  to  help 
others  through  mission  giving.” 

United  Methodists  nurture  young  con¬ 
gregations  like  North  Star  Church  by 
contributing  to  the  Partners  in  Congre¬ 
gational  Development  program  of  the 
Advance.  Gifts  to  Partners  in  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development  will  establish  new 
churches  in  each  of  the  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  communities  and  in  areas  of 
shifting  populations. 

Partners  in  Congregational 
Development  (Capital),  «982700-l 
Partners  in  Congregational 
Development  (Program),  #982701-2 


Ghana  farmers  perfect  agricultural  skills 
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Uruguayan  money  woes 
hamper  church’s  work 


At  Los  Wes- 
leyanos  United 
Methodist  Church, 
San  Juan, Texas, 
Raul  Garcia,  Ar- 
noldo  Benavidez 
and  Fernando 
Nunez  lead  singing 
during  worship. 


Two  cultures  merge 
at  Los  Wesleyanos 


"You  can  imagine  what  your  situation 
would  be  if  your  debts  suddenly  in¬ 
creased  20  times  while  your  salary  went 
down.  You  couldn’t  pay  off  your  debts, 
and  neither  can  many  of  the  countries  in 
Latin  America.”  The  Rev.  Barbara  J. 
Phifer  and  the  Rev.  David  R.  Swofford,  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  couple 
serving  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay,  wrote 
those  words  two  years  ago.  The  econom¬ 
ic  crisis  in  Uruguay  continues  unabated. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history,  Uru¬ 
guay  is  seeing  children  begging  in  the 
streets  and  adults  going  to  neighborhood 
soup  kitchens. 

The  recent  return  to  democratic  gov¬ 
ernment  after  11  years  of  military  rule 
revealed  the  devastating  effects  of  one 
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A  Methodist  pastor  chats  with  four 
boys  outside  a  chapel  in  Allende,  Uru¬ 
guay. 

Members  worship  in 
condemned  building 

Dr.  William  T.  Carter,  director  of  the 
Advance,  recalled  a  recent  visit  to  the 
West  District  of  the  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference.  He  met  the  lay 
leader  of  the  Huntinghorse  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Lawton,  Okla.,  who  said: 
"I’m  glad  to  know  you’re  in  charge  of  the 
Advance  program,  but  when  are  we 
going  to  get  some  assistance  for  our 
church?  . . .  We’ve  been  an  Advance  proj¬ 
ect  since  1984.  We  have  approximately 
150  faithful  members,  .  .  .  Members  hold 
up  the  walls  [of  our  building]  as  the  min¬ 
ister  preaches  on  Sunday  mornings;  and 
when  it  rains,  there  are  five  to  six  buck¬ 
ets  placed  strategically  around  the  sanc¬ 
tuary.  We  need  financial  assistance  to 
help  build  a  new  place  of  worship.” 

The  Huntinghorse  Church  building  — 
an  old,  wooden,  one-room  school  —  has 
been  condemned  by  the  city  and  cannot 
be  insured.  It  is  beyond  repair. 

Founded  by  and  named  in  honor  of  an 
Indian  elder,  Huntinghorse  is  the  only 
Native  American  United  Methodist 
church  in  Lawton,  a  city  of  80,000.  It  is 
one  of  about  65  congregations  in  the  mis¬ 
sionary  conference.  Most  of  the  church 
members  are  Comanche  or  Kiowa  Indi¬ 
ans.  The  region  offers  limited  employ¬ 
ment  opportunities. 

United  Methodist  contributions  to 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  will  establish  new  churches  in  each 
of  the  racial  and  ethnic  minority  com¬ 
munities  and  in  areas  of  shifting  popula¬ 
tions. 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Capital),  #982700-1 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Program),  #982701-2 


of  the  highest  inflation  rates  in  Latin 
America,  the  destruction  of  the  centers 
of  production,  and  the  absence  of  a 
skilled  professional  and  labor  sector  to 
rebuild  the  economy. 

The  Evangelical  Methodist  Church  in 
Uruguay,  autonomous  since  1970,  has  not 
been  immune  to  the  economic  crisis  and 
the  resulting  loss  of  purchasing  power. 
The  church  “cannot  pay  its  own  pastors, 
repair  its  churches  or  do  the  program¬ 
ming  it  would  like,”  the  missionaries 
said. 

Ms.  Phifer  and  Mr.  Swofford  added: 
"The  national  debt . . .  badly  hampers  the 
work  of  the  church  since  its  resources 
have  shrunk  to  almost  nothing.” 

Advance  gifts  are  crucial  to  the  minis¬ 
tries  of  the  Evangelical  Methodist 
Church  in  Uruguay,  one  of  several  Part¬ 
ner  Churches  in  Crisis  projects.  Although 
your  Advance  contribution  cannot  be 
designated  specifically  for  the  Uruguay¬ 
an  church,  you  can  be  assured  that  your 
gift  will  go  toward  Partner  Churches  in 
Crisis  projects  like  it. 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0 


In  the  Republic  of  India,  the  second 
most  populous  nation  in  the  world,  about 
70  percent  of  the  people  are  farmers. 
Rice,  wheat,  cotton- and  tea  are  the  chief 
products.  Barring  political  upheaval  or 
massive  natural  disaster,  India  might  be¬ 
come  a  food  exporter.  Increasing  empha¬ 
sis  on  small-scale,  traditional, 
labor-intensive  agriculture  has  increased 
production  and  utilized  the  country’s 
large  labor  pool. 

But  adequate  storage  facilities  for 
grain  crops  are  needed  desperately.  The 
lack  of  such  facilities  costs  small  and 
marginal  farmers  a  post-harvest  loss  of 
30  percent  or  more.  Farmers  are  forced 
to  sell  their  produce  too  early  to  buyers 
who  later  reap  the  benefits  of  a  higher 
market  price.  This  poses  a  serious  prob¬ 
lem  in  this  south  Asian  country,  where 
the  average  per  capita  income  in  1984  was 
$240. 

The  interfaith  Churches  Auxiliary  for 
Social  Action  (CASA)  is  involved  in  the 
construction  of  grain  banks  to  help  ad¬ 
dress  the  situation.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  Program  Depart¬ 
ment  works  with  CASA  in  this  effort. 

The  target  area  for  the  project  com¬ 
prises  five  villages  in  Haryana  and  Uttar 
Pradesh,  where  there  are  large  popula¬ 
tions  of  small  and  marginal  farmers. 
The  project’s  goals  are  to  help  farmers 
to  get  optimum  prices  for  their  surplus 
produce  and  eliminate  distress  selling;  to 
organize  farmers  into  cooperative  credit 
societies,  to  increase  farmers’  awareness 
of  exploitation;  and  to  ensure  that  in¬ 
come  generated  through  development 
remains  in  the  rural  sector. 

Eighty-three  percent  of  India’s  people 
are  Hindu;  11  percent,  Islam,  3  percent, 
Christian;  and  2  percent,  Sikh.  While 
small,  the  affiliated  autonomous  Method- 


May  1988  will  mark  seven  years  since 
Los  Wesleyanos  (The  Wesleyans)  United 
Methodist  Church,  San  Juan,  Texas,  was 
organized  as  a  new  Hispanic  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

A  bilingual  congregation,  Los  Wes¬ 
leyanos’  name  is  based  on  the  spirited 
ministry  of  John  Wesley.  Its  pastor,  the 


ist  Church  in  India  is  growing  at  the  rate 
of  3  percent  a  year.  Methodists  number 
600,000  to  700,000.  Responding  to  the  so¬ 
cial  needs  of  the  nation,  the  church  is  ac- 
tive  in  ministries  of  agricultural 
assistance,  community  and  human  devel¬ 
opment,  emergency  relief,  family  plan¬ 
ning,  health  care,  leadership  and 
vocational  training,  and  water  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  1987-88  Partnership  in  Missions 
Catalog  of  General  Advance  Specials 
lists  nearly  300  projects  in  India.  United 
Methodists  are  urged  to  share  with  their 
Indian  brothers  and  sisters  through  the 
Advance. 


Construction  of  Grain  Banks,  #212387-5 
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Ground  is  broken  for  a  new  grain  bank 
in  south  India.  In  the  background  are 
members  of  a  visiting  team  from  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 


Rev.  Omar  Hinojosa,  and  leaders  strive 
to  keep  the  flow  of  two  languages  pres¬ 
ent  so  that  the  gospel  of  Christ  may  be 
understood  clearly  by  everyone. 

Los  Wesleyanos  shares  facilities  with 
the  San  Juan  United  Methodist  Church,  a 
predominantly  White  congregation  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
The  two  churches  have  successfully 
maintained  a  loving  relationship  with  a 
common  goal  of  reaching  out  to  their 
community  of  7,600. 

Since  1983,  Los  Wesleyanos  has  been 
self-supporting.  The  church’s  budget  has 
quadrupled  since  its  founding. 

Recently  a  group  of  Los  Wesleyanos 
laypersons  were  trained  to  begin  cultos 
de  barrio,  small  cluster  worship  services 
in  homes  and  Hispanic  neighborhoods. 

Los  Wesleyanos  is  in  the  second  year 
of  a  three-year  stewardship  crusade. 
Last  year  families  in  the  congregation 
pledged  approximately  $60,000  for 
church  construction. 

A  116-member  church,  Los  Wesleyanos 
understands  its  vital  role  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  connectional  system.  United 
Methodists  across  the  connection  can 
help  Los  Wesleyanos  to  continue  its  ser¬ 
vice  of  witness  and  ministry. 

Contributions  to  Partners  in  Congrega¬ 
tional  Development  will  establish  new 
churches  in  each  of  the  racial  and  ethnic 
minority  communities  and  in  areas  of 
shifting  populations. 

Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Capital),  #982700-1 
Partners  in  Congregational  Develop¬ 
ment  (Program),  #982701-2 

—  Gilbert  Tagle 

Nigerian  church 
expresses  thanks 

On  behalf  of  the  Muri  Provisional  An¬ 
nual  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Nigeria,  I  write  to  express  our 
profound  gratitude  to  you  and,  particu¬ 
larly,  the  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis  for 
the  sum  of  $25,000  to  support  our  pastors 
who  are  in  financial  crisis _ These  pas¬ 

tors  started  receiving  their  salaries  with¬ 
out  difficulties  from  the  month  of  June 
1987. 

The  . . .  ministers  were  in  serious  fi¬ 
nancial  crisis  before  the  receipt  of  the 
aid  from  the  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis. 
Many  of  them  have  regained  their  finan¬ 
cial  strength  and  are  committing  them¬ 
selves  wholly  to  Christ’s  ministry  in  the 
conference. 

Once  again,  thank  you  very  much  for 
your  kind  gesture  and  able  leadership. 
We  pray  for  God’s  abundant  blessing  on 
the  donors  and  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

Faithfully  submitted, 
M.  G.  Dabo 
Conference  Treasurer 

Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,  #010068-0 
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Bishops  cite  ‘explicit  language’  in  statement  on  AIDS 


UM  leaders  urge  caution,  insist  deadly  illness  not  ‘sin,’  ‘curse’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-World  leaders  have  failed 
to  confront  the  “horrific”  problem  of  AIDS  “with 
the  full  force  of  their  influence  or  resources,”  said 
United  Methodist  bishops  last  week. 

After  a  45-minute  deliberation  over  such  deci¬ 
sions  as  whether  to  quote  explicit  language  from 
U.S.  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett  Koop's  report 
on  acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome,  the 
UM  Council  of  Bishops  approved  a  nearly  2,000- 
word  statement. 

The  statement  is  addressed  not  only  to  United 
Methodists  but  to  people  of  other  faiths  and  “those 
who  claim  no  religious  affiliation.”  The  document 
uses  the  U.S.  health  official’s  descriptions  of  how 
the  disease  is  spread  during  sexual  behavior. 

“We  feel  compelled  to  make  clear  to  the 
members  of  our  congregations  not  only  the 
threat  the  disease  poses  but  also  the  need  for  re¬ 
sponsible  action  and  behavior  in  the  face  of  such 
threat,”  the  bishops  say. 

The  church  leaders  called  on  United  Method¬ 
ists  “to  engage  in  behavior  that  can  prevent 


and/or  minimize  the  spread”  of  AIDS. 

UM  standards  reaffirmed 

Citing  the  denomination’s  Book  of  Discipline, 
the  bishops  reaffirmed  the  church’s  standard 
that  sexual  activity  is  to  be  engaged  in  only  by 
married  couples. 

The  bishops  urged  others  who  do  not  subscribe 
to  the  UM  standard  regarding  sexual  behavior  to 
take  the  surgeon  general’s  advice  and  use  con¬ 
doms  when  engaged  in  any  sexual  activity  out¬ 
side  monogamous  relationships. 

The  bishops  also  urged  people  to  avoid  the  use 
of  illicit  intravenous  drugs  and  needle  sharing. 

Retired  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews,  while 
praising  Dr.  Koop’s  report,  questioned  the  wis¬ 
dom  of  carving  quotes  out  of  it  for  use  in  the 
bishops’  document. 

He  warned  that  the  use  of  explicit  language  in 
the  statement  would  result  in  “all  manner  of  fu¬ 
ror”  among  church  members. 


Bishop  Leontine  T.  C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area),  in  a  passionate  plea  to  her  colleagues,  de¬ 
fended  the  use  of  explicit  language. 

“As  we  express  our  compassion,  we  also  edu¬ 
cate  people,”  she  said.  “We  have  to  take  the  risk.” 

She  said  the  bishops  must  not  “keep  their 
heads  in  the  sand”  when  elementary  school  chil¬ 
dren  are  hrving  to  be  taught  explicitly  how  to 
protect  their  own  bodies. 

Poor  data  threatens  young 

The  statement  says,  “Much  erroneous  or  in¬ 
complete  information  has  left  many,  and  espe¬ 
cially  our  young,  vulnerable.” 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  said, 
“We  are  talking  about  a  deadly  incurable  dis¬ 
ease.  It’s  about  time  we  called  a  spade  a  spade. 

“I  see  the  quotations  from  the  surgeon  gener¬ 
al’s  report  as  very  educational,  and  it  would  be 
very  helpful  in  the  Third  World.” 

The  statement  says:  “We,  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 


ops,  say  as  clearly  as  we  can  to  our  brothers  and 
sisters  that  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome  is  not  a  sin,  as  many  claim.” 

“While  the  origin  of  the  [AIDS]  virus  is  still  in 
question  in  the  medical  community,  we  in  the  re¬ 
ligious  community  are  certain  that  its  origin  is 
not  sent  as  a  curse  from  God  upon  those  whose 
life  style  is  called  into  question. 

“We  do  not  believe  that  the  God  of  love,  revealed 
in  Jesus  Christ,  wages  germ  warfare  on  the  human 
family,  including  the  unborn  and  newborn.” 

The  bishops  quoted  Dr.  Koop’s  report  describ¬ 
ing  how  the  virus  is  transmitted,  saying,  “It  is 
important  that  we  know  specifically  how  the  dis¬ 
ease  is  spread  through  sexual  contact.” 

7  actions  called  for 

The  bishops  called  on  United  Methodists  to: 

•  Reach  out  compassionately  to  AIDS  suffer¬ 
ers  and  their  families. 


•Reiterate  clearly  and  strongly  the  United 
Methodist  position  on  drug  abuse  and  human 
sexuality. 

•  Determine  what  educational  efforts  are 
needed,  as  well  as  ministry  opportunities,  for 
AIDS  sufferers  and  their  families. 

•  Oppose  state  or  national  legislation  of  a  pu¬ 
nitive  nature  or  that  seeks  to  undermine  due 
process  of  those  who  have  AIDS. 

•Encourage  and  support  medical  and  scien¬ 
tific  research  that  will  accelerate  the  discovery 
of  a  cure  and  improve  medical  treatment  and 
and  facilities  for  AIDS  patients. 

•Encourage  UM  institutions  to  develop  a 
clear  and  fair  policy  concerning  members,  em¬ 
ployees,  clients,  and/or  students  who  may  con¬ 
tract  AIDS. 

•  Encourage  education  about  AIDS  within  the 
congregation,  public  schools  and  the  general 
community. 

“Above  all,  we  expect  United  Methodists  to  be 
kindly,  understanding  and  loving  in  their  rela¬ 
tionships,”  the  bishops  say. 


Laity  speaker  advocates 
‘high  adventure’  of  faith 


Episcopal  Address  challenges 
UMs  to  renewed  conviction 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— “One-step-at-a-time”  dis- 
cipleship  calls  United  Methodist  laymen 
and  laywomen  into  a  life  of  “high  adven¬ 
ture”  that  can  overcome  many  difficul¬ 
ties,  including  conflict  between  the  laity 
and  the  clergy  over  who  makes  decisions 
for  the  church. 

That  was  the  theme  for  the  laity  ad¬ 
dress  presented  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  April  27  by  Joan  G.  Nagle. 

Mrs.  Nagle,  an  active  laywoman  from 
Murrysville,  Pa.,  in  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference,  was  selected 
to  give  the  laity  address  from  among  300 
entrants  in  a  nationwide  competition 
sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of 
Annual  Conference  Lay  Leaders. 

She  titled  her  speech,  “Ministry  of  the 
Laity:  What  It  Means  to  Be  a  Disciple 
Every  Day." 

Conversation  shared 

Basing  her  text  on  Joshua  chapters  3- 
5,  she  described  “one-step-at-a-time”  dis- 
cipleship  by  means  of  an  imaginary 
conversation  between  “Joe  Disciple”  and 
Joshua,  conveying  God’s  orders  for  the 
Israelites  to  carry  the  ark  of  the  cove¬ 
nant  across  the  Jordan  River. 

Acting  out  the  part  of  Joshua,  Mrs.  Na¬ 
gle  said,  “  ‘OK,  that’s  the  play.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  make  the  move.  Pick  up  the 
box.  Take  a  couple  of  steps  forward,  un¬ 
til  your  feet  are  wet.  The  waters  pile  up; 
you  go  across.  Got  it?'  ” 

Switching  her  role  to  that  of  “Joe  Dis¬ 
ciple,”  she  said,  “  ‘Uh  . . .  you  wanna  run 
that  past  me  one  more  time?’  ” 

Amid  mirth  in  the  Cervantes  Conven¬ 
tion  Center,  Mrs.  Nagle  continued  more 
soberly,  “It  probably  went  something 
like  this,  for  Joshua’s  followers.  One- 
step-at-a-time  discipleship.  It  goes  some¬ 
thing  like  this  for  us,  too.” 

She  continued  to  mingle  humorous  an¬ 
ecdotes  with  serious  messages  as  she  de¬ 
scribed  these  steps  in  discipleship: 

Y  Shoulder  the  load.  The  pledge  to 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — Bishop  Jack  M. 
Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area),  chosen  a  year 
ago  by  his  episcopal  colleagues  to  deliv¬ 
er  the  1988  Episcopal  Address  to  the 
General  Conference,  was  elected  as  pres¬ 
ident-designate  of  the  UM  Council  of 
Bishops  last  week  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Bishop  Tuell,  the  senior  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  bishop,  is  to  be  the  presiding  offi¬ 
cial  for  the  council  in  1989-1990. 

Last  week  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr. 
(San  Antonio  Area)— elected  for  the  1988- 
1989  term  at  a  Spring  1987  meeting  in 
Arlington,  Va.— assumed  the  presidency. 
He  succeeds  Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr. 
(Florida  Area). 

A  San  Antonio  native,  Bishop  Dixon 
was  an  official  with  the  Methodist  Gen- 
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membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  includes  a  commitment  to  action, 
said  Mrs.  Nagle,  quoting  the  membership 
vows  “to  uphold  it  by  your  prayers,  your 
presence,  your  gifts  and  your  service.” 

“To  uphold  the  ministry  of  Christ  is  to 
pick  up  the  box  of  discipleship,  and  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  most  of  those  who  make  this 
promise  do  so,”  she  said.  She  quoted  co¬ 
median  Woody  Allen,  saying  “Ninety 
percent  of  success  is  showing  up.” 

/  Move  forward.  A  senior  electrical 
engineer  with  Westinghouse,  Mrs.  Nagle 
drew  on  her  professional  experience  to 
liken  disciples  to  vectors,  a  physics  term 
describing  a  directed  force.  “Disciples 
are  vectors  of  God,”  she  said,  “directed 
magnitudes,  whose  force  and  velocity 
have  moved  irresistibly  along  many  a 
line,  carrying  the  word  and  the  works  of 
the  faith.” 

y  Expect  trouble.  “  ‘Hey,  look, 
Josh,’  ”  protested  Mrs.  Nagle  as  “Joe 
Disciple.”  “  ‘There’s  water  out  there.  If  I 
go  any  farther,  I’m  gonna  get  my  feet 
wet.  I  could  catch  a  cold.’  ”  She  noted 
that  disciples  of  God  often  are  called  to 
experience  both  trouble  and  failure  in 
carrying  out  God’s  will. 

y  Expect  rejection.  In  this  context 
Mrs.  Nagle,  who  has  been  chairwoman  of 
her  congregation’s  pastor-parish  rela¬ 
tions  committee,  brought  up  her  conten¬ 
tion  that  conflict  is  growing  between 
United  Methodist  clergy  and  laity  over 
church  management. 

“I  respectfully  submit,”  Mrs.  Nagle 
said  forcefully,  “that  the  church  today 
has  a  serious  problem  in  clergy-laity  re¬ 
lations,  and  I  challenge  this  body  to  be¬ 
gin  to  address  it.  That  problem  is  one  of 
an  increasingly  sophisticated  laity  and  a 
clergy  that  often  feels  threatened  by  the 
troops  . . .  and  reacts  by  pulling  rank. 

“More  and  more  church  members  are 
spending  five  days  a  week  in  environ¬ 
ments  . . .  where  they  participate  in  man¬ 
agement.  They  expect  to  be  respected  no 
less  in  their  efforts  for  the  Lord.” 


eral  Board  of  Education  in  Nashville 
from  1952  until  1965;  president  of  Philan¬ 
der  Smith  College  from  1965-1969;  and  an 
executive  with  the  United  Methodist  Pro¬ 
gram  Council  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  from  1969 
until  1972  when  he  was  elected  bishop  by 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

He  served  the  Kansas  Area  in  1972-80 
before  being  assigned  to  head  the  South¬ 
west  Texas  and  Rio  Grande  conferences. 

The  new  council  secretary  will  be 
Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (Seattle  Area), 
who  succeeds  Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey 
(Louisville  Area). 

Bishop  Talbert,  a  Louisiana  native, 
was  the  youngest  bishop  serving  in  the 
United  States  at  the  time  of  his  election 
in  1980.  He  had  been  the  chief  executive 
with  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  from  1973. 

The  bishops’  president-designate,  Bish¬ 
op  Tuell,  was  elected  bishop  in  July  1972, 
22  years  after  he  gave  up  a  law  practice 
in  Washington  state  to  became  a  Method¬ 
ist  minister.  He  served  the  Portland 
Area  from  1972  until  1980,  then  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Los  Angeles  Area. 


Joan  Nagle 

laity  speaker 


The  final  step  in  daily  discipleship, 
Mrs.  Nagle  said,  is: 

y  Jump!  “  ‘Yeah,  right,’  ’’  said  Mrs. 
Nagle,  again  portraying  “Joe  Disciple.” 
“  ‘That’s  easy  for  you  to  say.  The  way  I 
read  this  playbook,  you’re  gonna  be  the 
one  standing  on  the  shore  with  the  clip¬ 
board.  I’m  gonna  be  the  one  who 
drowns.’  ” 

Disciples  must  take  chances 

Disciples  must  learn  to  overcome 
their  natural  reluctance  to  take  chances, 
the  speaker  insisted. 

"As  followers  of  Christ,  today  and  ev¬ 
ery  day.  we  are  called  to  jump,"  Mrs. 
Nagle  said.  “We  are  called  to  have  faith, 
trust,  adventure  in  the  service  of  our 
Lord,  who  admitted  that  he  sends  us 
forth  as  lambs  against  wolves. 

"To  be  disciples  every  day  is  to  sancti¬ 
fy  ourselves,  to  become,  in  God’s  grace, 
the  holy  people  he  has  called  forth  to  do 
wonders  among.  Starting  tomorrow. 
Starting,  perhaps,  this  very  afternoon!” 

The  Laity  Address  became  a  fixture  at 
United  Methodist  General  Conferences 
beginning  with  the  1980  sessions  in  India¬ 
napolis.  The  addresses  are  intended  to 
complement  the  Episcopal  Address  tra¬ 
ditionally  delivered  to  the  church’s  legis¬ 
lative  assembly  by  one  bishop  as  a  "state 
of  the  church”  message  on  behalf  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (see  separate  story  at 
right). 


Ernest  Dixon 

president 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. -Official  talks 
between  the  official  United  Methodist 
mission  board  and  the  unofficial  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  should  be 
discontinued,  the  church’s  bishops  said 
last  week. 

The  UM  Council  of  Bishops,  however, 
left  the  door  open  for  unofficial  talks  be¬ 
tween  the  two  parties  to  continue. 

The  action  was  part  of  a  report  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (North¬ 
ern  Europe  Area)  on  efforts  of  a 
committee  of  five  bishops  to  moderate 
talks  between  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  and  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  during  the  past  four  years  (see  UMR, 
April  22). 

The  Council  of  Bishops  recommended 
that  Global  Ministries  continue  to  be 
open  for  informal  conversations  with 
constituents  regarding  its  progress  in 
sending  out  more  missionaries,  empha¬ 
sizing  evangelism  and  continuing  to  re¬ 
fine  mission  theology. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Global  Ministries,  said  his 
board  would  continue  to  be  responsive  to 
church  members  who  wanted  to  discuss 
those  issues. 

The  bishops  also  recommended  that 
United  Methodists  continue  to  clarify  and 
enhance  the  church’s  emphasis  upon  Wes¬ 
leyan  theology  in  mission  evangelism. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS — “Everyone  can  be  a  child 
of  God. 

“If  you  are  a  child  of  God ,  you  will 
know  it. 

“If  you  are  a  child  of  God ,  you  will 
show  it.” 

That  powerful  summary  of  Methodist 
conviction— written  by  the  late  Bishop 
Charles  Wesley  Flint— is  one  the  nearly 
10  million  United  Methodists  around  the 
globe  should  claim  as  their  own. 

That  was  a  central  contention  in  Bish¬ 
op  Jack  M.  Tuell’s  “state-of-the-church” 
episcopal  address  April  26  to  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

Bishop  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  Area)  told 
the  996  delegates  and  at  least  that  many 
more  guests  in  the  Cervantes  Convention 
Center,  “The  time  has  come  to  say  the 
last  rites  over  the  notion  that  the  defin¬ 
ing  characteristic  of  United  Methodist 
theology  is  pluralism.” 

He  said  United  Methodists  should  root 
their  identity  in  the  emphasis  on  the  life¬ 
changing  power  of  the  Gospel,  not  in  “mis¬ 
leading  terms  borrowed  from  philosophy.” 

He  said  "pluralism”— which  he  noted 
the  dictionary  defines  as  “a  theory  or 
system  that  recognizes  more  than  one  ul¬ 
timate  substance  or  principle”— carries 
philosophical  overtones  that  contradict 
United  Methodist  understandings  of 
Christian  faith. 

Instead,  he  said,  United  Methodists 
should  use  the  three-statement  summary 
from  Bishop  Flint  that  emphasizes  the 
Gospel’s  power  “to  reach  out  and  change 
the  lives  of  people.” 

Bishop  Tuell,  who  personified  life- 
change  when  he  gave  up  a  law  practice 
to  enter  the  ordained  ministry,  said  such 
self-definition  is  essential  both  for  self¬ 
understanding  and  for  enhancing  the 
church’s  ability  to  evangelize. 

“Christian  assurance”  (knowing  one  is 
a  child  of  God),  he  said,  is  the  key  ingre- 


Melvin  Talbert 

secretary 


A  third  recommendation  urged  “that 
persons  share  concerns  through  regular 
channels  and  their  commitment  to  min¬ 
istry  through  the  authorized  sending 
agency." 

Bishop  Borgen,  chairman  of  the  mo¬ 
derating  committee,  said  the  11  meet¬ 
ings  “enjoyed  a  modest  degree  of 
success"  but  didn’t  resolve  all  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  official  and  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  agencies. 

The  talks  were  held  under  mandate 
from  the  1984  General  Conference,  and 
the  bishops'  report  is  being  sent  to  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin  Jr.,  director  of 
the  Mission  Society,  told  the  Reporter  he 
believes  the  official  talks  should  continue. 

“It  is  unrealistic  to  expect  two  decades 
of  misunderstandings  to  be  settled  in  (a 
few)  brief  conversations,"  he  said.  “As  long 
as  we  can  keep  talking,  there  is  hope." 

Six  annual  conferences  have  peti¬ 
tioned  General  Conference  to  mandate 
continuation  of  the  talks,  and  the  Mission 
Society  will  lobby  delegates  in  St.  Louis 
to  approve  that  action,  Mr.  Maclin  said. 

A  major  sticking  point  in  the  talks, 
Bishop  Borgen  said,  was  refusal  of  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  officials  to  discuss  what 
would  prompt  them  to  disband. 

“(We)  had  hoped  that  we  would  be  able 
to  reach  such  reconciliation  of  issues  that 
the  Mission  Society  would  find  no  reason 


dient  for  evangelization. 

“For  how  can  United  Methodists  share 
the  good  news  with  someone  else  if  they 
are  not  sure  that  they  have  accepted  the 
good  news  into  their  own  hearts  and  that  it 
has  revolutionized  their  lives?”  he  asked. 

“Christian  perfection”  (showing  one  is 
a  child  of  God),  he  said,  is  one  of  the  most 
central  themes  of  Wesleyan  theology— 
the  motivating  force  behind  both  person¬ 
al  and  social  holiness. 

“It  has  served  as  the  mainspring  that 
has  made  the  United  Methodist  Church 
among  the  most  vital  and  socially  in¬ 
volved  denominations  in  the  Christian 
world,  "  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

While  no  one  denies  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  have  many  differing  perspectives  and 
interpretations  of  the  faith,  he  said,  “There 
is  no  evangelistic  appeal  to  join  a  group 
whose  principal  identifying  mark  is  that 
everyone  disagrees  with  everyone  else.” 

‘Where  have  we  been?’ 

After  establishing  the  three-part  iden¬ 
tity  for  United  Methodists,  Bishop  Tuell 
went  on  to  review  the  20  years  since  the 
1968  Methodist  and  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  union  created  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

He  noted  the  restructuring  of  the 
church’s  boards  and  agencies;  a  contro¬ 
versial  self-examination  of  the  church’s 
openness  to  all  its  members;  the  emer¬ 
gence  of  more  aggressive  episcopal  lead¬ 
ership  as  evidenced  by  the  1986  pastoral 
letter,  "In  Defense  of  Creation”;  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  churchwide  missional  priority 
to  focus  the  resources  of  the  church  on 
key  problem  areas;  and,  finally,  “a  con¬ 
stant  downhill  slide  in  our  membership." 

He  said  objective  studies  explain  that 
the  loss  in  membership— from  nearly  11 
million  in  1968  to  about  9.85  million  in 
1988— is  due  not  to  an  abnormally  large 
number  of  people  leaving  the  church  but 
to  "a  greatly  diminished  number  of  peo- 


Jack  Tuell 


for  its  continued  existence,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Maclin  said  Mission  Society  offi¬ 
cials  made  it  plain  from  the  outset  of  the 
talks  that  they  wouldn’t  discuss  such  a 
possibility  before  dealing  with  other  sub¬ 
stantive  disagreements,  such  as  different 
views  on  the  guiding  theology  for  mis¬ 
sion  evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Ira  Gallaway,  chairman  of 
the  Mission  Society,  told  the  Reporter 
the  insistence  that  United  Methodists 
must  work  through  the  official  system  in 
only  one  way  represents  “institutional 
fundamentalism.” 

“The  bishops  of  our  church  are  making 
the  same  mistake  the  bishops  of  England 
made  in  the  18th  century  when  they 
forced  out  John  Wesley,”  he  said. 

“We  are  not  going  to  go  away.” 

Mr.  Gallaway  said  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety’s  support  is  increasing,  with  several 
hundred  new  supporters  contributing  to 
its  efforts  in  the  first  quarter  of  1988. 

Bishop  Borgen  said  16  topics  were  dis¬ 
cussed  during  the  past  four  years. 

Among  differences  that  remain  are 
disagreements  over  mission  theology, 
definitions  of  evangelism,  confidence  in 
personnel  of  both  agencies,  appointment 
of  ministers  to  the  Mission  Society  and 
charges  that  the  Mission  Society  fostered 
division  among  Methodist  churches  in 
Latin  America,  he  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


“There  is  no 

evangelistic  appeal  to  join 
a  group  whose  principal 
identifying  mark  is  that 
everyone  disagrees  with 
everyone  else.” 

— Bishop  Jack  Tuell 


pie  entering  our  ranks. 

“We  all  share  in  the  responsibility,  and 
whatever  priorities  or  special  programs 
this  General  Conference  adopts,  empow¬ 
ering  local  congregations  to  make  disci¬ 
ples  has  to  be  a  first  order  of  the  day,” 
Bishop  Tuell  said. 

Through  the  last  two  decades,  despite 
heavy  pressures  for  localism,  local  con¬ 
gregations  and  their  leaders  have  main¬ 
tained  a  remarkable  level  of  giving  to 
the  connectional  ministries  of  the 
church,  he  said. 

‘Where  are  we  going?’ 

Bishop  Tuell  outlined  a  nine-point 
agenda  for  the  future,  pointing  out  early 
in  his  remarks  that  “we  stand  12  years 
from  the  21st  century,  and  we  must  focus 
our  vision  on  the  road  that  lies  ahead. 

“For  if  anything  is  clear  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  in  history,  it  is  that  God  has  mo¬ 
mentous  things  in  mind  for  the  people 
called  United  Methodists,”  he  declared. 
He  predicted: 

•A  more  evangelical  church  with  a 
“passion  for  souls”  and  “deeply  con¬ 
cerned  about  nurturing  growing  disci¬ 
ples”  toward  a  standard  of  holiness. 

•  A  more  socially  responsible  church, 
bringing  the  good  news  to  bear  “on  every 
part  and  aspect  of  God’s  creation,  includ¬ 
ing  our  political  life  together.” 

•  A  singing  church,  with  a  hymn  book 
fashioned  after  "the  most  thorough  and 
open  process  of  hymnal  revision  in  mod¬ 
ern  history.” 

•  A  more  inclusive  church,  developing 
and  strengthening  ethnic-minority  local 
churches  along  with  racially  and  ethni¬ 
cally  diverse  congregations,  and  increas¬ 
ing  the  participation  of  women  at  all 
levels  of  the  church. 

•  A  more  global  church,  recognizing 
the  growing  membership  in  churches 
around  the  world  and  preparing  for  “an 
authentic  global  church.” 

•  A  more  connectional  church,  encour¬ 
aging  "the  free  expression  of  a  variety  of 
views”  but  emphasizing  the  operating 
principle  that  focuses  the  efforts  of  more 
than  42,000  local  congregations  in  the 
mission  of  Christ. 

•  Redemption  and  renewal  of  the  itin¬ 
eracy— the  deployment  of  clergy— to 
best  use  clergy  gifts  and  graces  rather 
than  accede  to  individuals’  de  facto  non- 
itineration  or  to  “rampant  Congregation¬ 
alism"  threatened  by  “the  enormous 
disparity  in  salaries  paid  to  pastors.” 

•  A  growing  church,  noting  that  while 
the  goal  set  by  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  doubling  the  membership  has 
been  “roundly  criticized,”  it  got  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  church  and  its  consider¬ 
able  resources. 

•  A  church  that  keeps  “going  on  to 
perfection.” 

"This  United  Methodist  emphasis,  of¬ 
ten  misunderstood  by  others,  sometimes 
looked  upon  with  condescension  even  by 
some  of  our  own  family,  actually  pro¬ 
vides  for  us  our  most  powerful  motiva¬ 
tion  for  mission  and  our  greatest  reason 
for  hope,”  Bishop  Tuell  said. 

"Jesus  would  not  have  commanded  us 
to  be  perfect  if  he  didn’t  want  and  expect 
us  to  give  it  our  best,  and  he  accepts  our 
best  as  a  contribution  to  the  coming  of 
the  kingdom.” 

He  told  the  delegates,  who  will  be  shap¬ 
ing  the  direction  of  the  denomination  for 
the  next  four  years,  “Never  lose  faith  that 
the  Christ  who  calls  you  to  be  perfect  will 
honor  your  efforts,  however  feeble.” 

The  1988  Episcopal  Address  was  writ¬ 
ten  by  Bishop  Tuell  and  edited  during 
discussion  and  debate  at  regular  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  church’s  Council  of  Bishops. 
In  its  finished  form  it  reflects  the  collec¬ 
tive  view  of  the  bishops.  An  episcopal 
address  has  been  delivered  at  each  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  since  1812. 


Leadership 


"We  now  have  our  $2,000,000,  not  in  ten  to  Jifteen 
years,  but  in  the  three  years  of  our  campaign.  All  of  this  is 
due  entirely  to  the  leadership  of  Cargill  Associates.  We 
heartily  recommend  them!' 

C.  Dean  Milford,  Senior  Minister 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Carrollton,  Georgia 

Raised  5  times  annual  income  in  commitments. 

For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  "How  Methodist 
Churches  Arc  Raising  More  Money,"  contact  Cargill  Asso¬ 
ciates;  4701  Allamesa  Boulevard,  Box  330339.  Fort 
Worth.  Texas  76163-0339.  Call  toll  free:  1-800-433-2233. 
In  Texas,  call  collect;  (817  )  292-9374. 


Cargill  Associates 

Fund  Raising  Services 


Bishop  Dixon  takes  gavel; 
Bishop  Tuell  picked  for  ’89 


president-designate 

Bishops  recommend  dialogue  end 
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Bishops  want  amnesty  extended,  ‘repressive’  law  overhauled 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— While  much  of  the  U.S. 
religious  community  is  pressing  for  an  extension 
of  an  immigration  amnesty  deadline,  United 
Methodist  bishops  said  last  week  that  the  law  it¬ 
self  is  repressive. 

The  bishops  said  that  while  they  also  favor  the 
extension  and  “rejoice  with  those  for  whom  the 
law  does  bring  relief,’’  they  believe  federal  au¬ 
thorities  should  take  a  new  look  at  overall  immi¬ 
gration  policies. 

The  U.S.  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice  continues  to  oppose  any  extension  of  the  le¬ 
galization  process,  according  to  Allen  Nelson, 
the  agency’s  director. 

May  4  is  the  deadline  for  eligible  undocumented 
immigrants  to  apply  for  legalization  under  the  Im¬ 
migration  Reform  and  Control  Act  of  1986. 

The  UM  Council  of  Bishops’  statement,  “On 


Undocumented  Migration:  To  Love  the  Sojourn¬ 
er,”  says  the  law  benefits  a  few  “at  the  expense 
of  many  who  are  pressed  even  deeper  into  the 
twilight  existence  of  the  undocumented  person 
who  is  so  easily  exploited. . . .” 

The  bishops’  statement  is  an  overview  of  a 
113-page  examination  of  the  immigration  issue 
written  for  the  church’s  social-action  and  mis¬ 
sion  boards.  The  bishops  commended  the  larger 
document  to  United  Methodists  for  study. 

"When  a  sojourner  is  welcomed,  it  is  because 
of  economic  or  political  expediency,”  the  bish¬ 
ops  said. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  can  act  justly 
within  the  systems  by  challenging  them  by  the 
management  of  its  considerable  resources  and 
through  advocacy  of  foreign  and  domestic  poli¬ 
cies  that  value  human  welfare  above  a  narrow 
concept  of  national  security. 

“The  pilgrimage  to  human  fulfillment  for 


some  cannot  be  fueled  at  the  expense  of  any  hu¬ 
man  being.” 

During  an  hourlong  debate,  Bishop  Louis 
Schowengerdt  (Northwest  Texas-New  Mexico 
Area)  said  undocumented  workers  displace  Na¬ 
tive  Americans  (American  Indians)  and  other 
poverty-level  workers  in  low-income  jobs. 

“The  real  struggle  we  have  is:  What  poor  do 
we  favor?”  said  Bishop  Schowengerdt. 

He  warned  that  the  position  being  advocated 
in  the  larger  "Love  the  Sojourner”  document  al¬ 
ready  adopted  in  principle  by  the  general  boards 
of  Church  and  Society  and  Global  Ministries 
would  permit  total,  open  immigration. 

Bishop  Emerito  P.  Nacpil  (Manila  Area)  pro¬ 
tested  that  the  document  encourages  peoples  to 
migrate  to  the  United  States,  perpetuating  “a 
new  form  of  colonialism  and  imperialism.” 

“You  make  of  the  United  States  ‘the  promised 
land,’  ”  the  Filipino  bishop  said,  urging  the  bish¬ 


ops  to  re-examine  the  issue  from  the  perspective 
of  countries  from  where  the  people  come. 

The  Rev.  Guillermo  Chavez,  an  official  with 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and 
Aurora  Camacho  de  Schmidt,  a  consultant  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  told  the 
bishops  that  the  law  fosters  repression  and  di¬ 
vides  immigrant  families. 

Ms.  Camacho  de  Schmidt  told  the  bishops,  “At 
this  very  moment,  Puerto  Rican  workers  are  be¬ 
ing  fired  by  some  employers  because  they  look 
foreign  and  cannot  prove  they  are  not.” 

She  said  she  is  acquainted  with  a  Guatemalan 
family  that  would  be  divided  if  an  eligible  mem¬ 
ber  filed  for  and  received  citizenship  and  other 
members  of  the  family  had  to  return  to  Guate¬ 
mala  or  live  illegally  in  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Chavez,  director  of  the  Department  of  Po¬ 
litical  and  Human  Rights  for  the  church’s  social- 
action  agency,  told  the  Reporter  the 


immigration  law  doesn’t  address  family  reunifi-  I 
cation  since  some  family  members  can  be  eligi¬ 
ble  while  others  are  not. 

"That  has  to  be  a  core  element  of  a  just  immi¬ 
gration  policy,”  he  said. 

Initially,  the  immigration  service  estimated 
as  many  as  3.9  million  might  apply  for  legal  sta-' 
tus.  The  estimate  was  revised  to  2  million. 

However,  as  of  March  4,  only  1,041,124  appli¬ 
cations  had  been  filed  for  the  general  legaliza¬ 
tion  program  for  people  living  continuously  in 
the  United  States  without  legal  status  since  Jan.  . 
1,  1982.  An  additional  302,012  applications  had 
been  filed  under  the  special  agricultural  work¬ 
ers’  provisions. 

A  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  version  of  an 
extension  calling  for  an  additional  seven  months 
to  apply  was  passed  April  20  by  a  213-201  vote. 

A  Senate  version  that  proposes  a  year’s  exten¬ 
sion  is  pending. 


Iowa  churches  brace  for  battle  in  rural  crisis 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  is  the  second  in 
a  two-part  series  examining  United 
Methodist  ministries  in  rural  Iowa,  fo¬ 
cusing  on  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference’s 
Creston  District. 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

CRESTON,  Iowa— The  farm  crisis  of  the 
1980s  has  settled  into  a  climate  of  despair 
in  Iowa,  says  the  Rev.  William  D.  Cotton, 
United  Methodist  superintendent  for  a  10- 
county  district  around  Creston. 

In  many  towns,  small  UM  churches— 
their  memberships  dwindling  as  commu¬ 
nities  shriveled— considered  closing. 

Mr.  Cotton  resists  pessimism,  insisting 
that  it  is  for  precisely  these  kinds  of 
tough  times  that  the  church  exists. 

The  denomination’s  national  mission 
board  last  month  agreed,  approving  funds 
to  support  a  “church  and  community 
worker”  to  help  Iowa  churches  discover 
ways  to  become  redevelopment  centers. 

The  Rev.  Kathleen  Clark,  an  Iowa  pas¬ 
tor,  starts  that  job  May  1,  Mr.  Cotton  said. 

Meanwhile,  congregations  in  his  dis¬ 
trict  have  seized  on  his  double-barreled 
strategy  of  hope  and  renewal. 

New  hope  in  Tingley 

In  Tingley,  population  210,  couples  like 
Danny  and  Coletta  Weeda  struggle  to 
survive  the  farm  crisis. 

In  the  process,  they  have  discovered 
one  way  the  church  can  help  people  like 
them.  It  can  provide  pastors  like  the 
Rev.  Jack  Kendall.  He  "knows  what 
you’ve  been  going  through  and  who  has 
empathy,”  the  Weedas  said. 

Mr.  Kendall  can  empathize.  He  en¬ 
tered  the  ministry  after  his  tire  business 
fell  victim  to  the  economic  downturn. 

Mr.  Weeda,  who  agonized  when  he  had 
to  give  up  a  portion  of  his  farm,  said  he 
was  helped  by  a  Bible  verse  Mr.  Kendall 
shared  with  him  in  a  bleak  moment. 

“If  God  is  for  us,  who  can  be  against 
us?”  the  burly  farmer  recited. 

The  Weedas  participated  in  a  special 
support  group  for  farm  families  sponsored 
by  Tingley  United  Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Kendall  said,  “There  has  been  a 


real  spiritual  awakening  here.  I’m  really 
proud  of  these  people.  ” 

United  Methodists  in  the  county  are 
credited  with  creating  a  statewide  UM 
"Neighbor-Helping-Neighbor”  program. 
It  bloomed  into  a  $300,000  fund  to  provide 
aid  to  victims  of  the  economic  crisis. 

David  Jennings,  one  of  Mr.  Kendall’s  pa¬ 
rishioners  who  works  for  the  non-denomi- 
national,  rural  advocacy  organization, 
Prairie  Fire,  said,  “There  is  one  thing  the 
church  can  do  and  do  real  well,  and  that  is 
to  help  you  retain  your  self-worth.” 

New  church  in  Clearfield 

In  nearby  Clearfield,  United  Methodists 
have  replaced  a  77-year-old  building  with 
crumbling  bricks  and  a  dwindling  congre¬ 
gation  that  mirrored  the  region’s  troubles. 

But  even  as  the  old  building  was  torn 
down,  it  provided  a  legacy  for  the  future. 
Church  members  cleaned  the  bricks, 
painted  the  church's  picture  on  each  and 
sold  them  as  mementoes  to  raise  funds 
for  the  new  building. 

In  the  old  building’s  final  years,  a  few 
faithful  members  nursed  a  dream  that 
ran  counter  to  the  prevailing  mood— a 
dream  of  a  new  church  from  which  they 
could  dispense  hope  for  years  to  come. 

Mr.  Cotton  tapped  that  reservoir  of  op¬ 
timism  in  1985  by  recruiting  a  minister 
who  combined  a  rare  mix  of  talents— 
pastor,  carpenter,  plumber  and  electri¬ 
cian. 

The  Rev.  Duane  U.  Ferguson  and  his 
congregation  refused  to  be  daunted  by 
the  apparent  hopelessness  of  the  task 
facing  them.  They  broke  ground  in  1986 
after  raising  just  $6,000,  a  fraction  of  the 
$148,000  the  new  building  would  eventu¬ 
ally  cost. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area),  im¬ 


Duane  Ferguson  Jack  Kendall 


pressed  by  their  faith,  issued  a  call  for 
help  that  reaped  more  than  $40,000  from 
United  Methodists  all  across  Iowa. 

Roy  McMath,  a  longtime  Clearfield 
United  Methodist  Church  member,  said 
his  lasting  memory  is  of  “a  lady  in  Du¬ 
buque”  who  sent  a  $1,000  check.  Others, 
like  Mildred  Matthews,  remember  serv¬ 
ing  dinners  and  selling  quilts,  afghans 
and  those  bricks. 

Some  church  members  put  in  long  hours, 
hammering  and  sawing  and  painting. 

Dari  Bell  said  he  "put  a  million  miles 
on  his  pickup  ferrying  supplies.”  Others 
brought  workers  food. 

Leroy  Beggs  said,  “This  thing  has  pulled 
the  congregation  together,  the  community 
together.  It  has  been  amazing.” 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  more  than  130 
people  of  all  ages  packed  the  new  sanc¬ 
tuary.  There  were  more  than  80  in  Sun¬ 
day  school,  using  six  classrooms  added 
as  the  congregation  realized  it  already 
was  outgrowing  the  new  building. 


During  the  service,  32  children  gath¬ 
ered  along  the  altar  rail  to  sing,  “Thank 
You,  Father,  For  Making  Me,  Me.’’ 
Whether  they  knew  it  or  not,  they  were 
singing  the  congregation’s  theme  song. 

Mr.  Cotton  said  he  is  convinced  that 
the  secret  to  the  church  revitalization 
was  in  the  congregation  all  along,  add¬ 
ing,  “These  people  in  Clearfield  won’t  be¬ 
tray  themselves.” 

In  a  sermon,  Mr.  Ferguson  said,  "Clear¬ 
field  is  not  very  big,  and  we’ll  never  make 
an  impact  on  New  York  City  or  change  the 
world.  But  we  have  a  ministry.” 

New  town  hall  in  Carbon 

Up  the  road  in  Carbon,  United  Method¬ 
ists  performed  something  of  a  miracle. 

"No  one  would  have  thought  there 
would  be  a  new  building  in  Carbon,”  said 
Georgie  Goodwin,  a  UM  laywoman.  “We 
can  hardly  believe  it  yet.” 

She  has  lived  near  the  one-time  coal 
mining  town  all  her  life.  Although  her 
memories  go  back  more  than  60  years, 
she  can’t  remember  any  new  buildings. 

Today  there’s  an  impressive  communi¬ 
ty  hall  on  Carbon’s  Main  Street,  built  by 
local  labor  and  paid  for  through  a  UM 
women’s  fund-raising  project. 

Carbon  United  Methodist  Church  al¬ 
ready  had  an  extraordinary  reputation 
before  tackling  community  renewal,  said 
Mr.  Cotton.  The  38-member  congrega¬ 
tion  stunned  district  officials  in  1987  by 
raising  $46  a  member  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  world  hunger  relief  efforts. 

“They’ll  tell  you  in  Carbon  that  they’re 
broke,  but  they’re  not  poor,”  he  said. 

Shannon  City  UMC  renovated 

Over  in  Shannon  City,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation  is  making  plans  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  congregation’s  centennial  May 
28.  A  year  ago,  members  were  discussing 
whether  to  abandon  the  church. 

Elma  Short  Stickel  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  a  former  resident  of  Shan¬ 
non  City,  visited  her  hometown  during 
the  town’s  1987  centennial  celebration. 

She  later  wrote,  “I  saw  God  working  in 
our  home  church;  it  was  filled  and  over¬ 
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CLEARFIELD,  Iowa— Thirty-two  children  crowded  along  the  altar  rail 
in  Clearfield  United  Methodist  Church  on  a  recent  Sunday  to  sing,  “Thank 
You,  Father,  For  Making  Me,  Me.”  The  song’s  theme  captures  the  self-reli¬ 
ant  mood  of  a  growing  congregation  in  a  little  farming  community.  The 
congregation  defied  the  region’s  persistent  economic  crisis  and  built  a 
church  to  replace  a  crumbling  77-year-old  brick  structure. 


flowing  on  a  cold,  rainy  day  when  nor¬ 
mally  people  would  have  stayed  away.” 

She  also  saw  basement  walls  that  were 
buckling,  groundwater  leaking  in  and  no 
running  water  for  kitchen  or  rest  room. 

Her  letter  was  used  by  members  of  the 
building  committee  to  raise  funds  to  an¬ 
chor  the  basement  walls,  modernize  the 
kitchen  and  add  restroom  facilities. 

Dorothy  Eklund,  a  lifetime  church 
member,  said  the  effort  saved  more  than 
the  church. 

"These  small  towns  don’t  want  to  lose 
their  churches,"  she  said.  “If  you  don’t  have 
a  church  here,  you  don’t  have  anything.” 

The  Rev.  Eydie  Deal  Stephens,  who 
serves  Shannon  City’s  32  members  as 
part  of  a  three-point  charge,  speaks  for 
her  congregation  when  she  says  that  the 
Lord  works  in  mysterious  ways. 

She  points  to  a  $1,000  contribution 
from  a  Norwalk,  Conn.,  woman  who 
came  back  to  see  her  family’s  hometown 


while  in  Iowa  caring  for  an  ill  father. 
The  daughter  decided  to  honor  him  by 
contributing  to  the  church  he  had  attend¬ 
ed  as  a  boy. 

Members  were  so  grateful  for  all  the 
help  they  received  that  when  members 
of  Clearfield  UMC  contributed  $1,000, 
the  people  in  Shannon  City  turned  around 
and  sent  $750  of  their  own  to  Carbon, 
where  United  Methodist  women  were 
building  the  community  hall. 

Churches  are  ‘models’ 

Mr.  Cotton  said  Clearfield,  Tingley,  Car¬ 
bon  and  Shannon  City  are  models  that 
United  Methodists  can  use  to  promote 
hope  throughout  the  heartland.  They  show 
how  the  vision  of  the  church  works  as  an 
instrument  for  community  renewal. 

“Every  crisis  opens  a  door,”  he  said. 
"There  is  something  beyond  the  tragic; 
there  is  hope.  The  hill  has  a  summit  that 
can  be  reached.  Faith  to  act  is  all  that  is 
needed.” 


the  church  today 


Longest-surviving  pensioner 
Carl  Schevenius  dies  at  109 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  Rev.  Carl  Sche¬ 
venius,  longest-surviving  pensioner  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  died  April 
19  at  age  109. 

According  to  records  of  the  Minnesota 
Annual  Conference.  Mr.  Schevenius  was 


born  in  1878  in  Dalen  Telemark,  Norway. 
He  served  pastorates  in  Minnesota,  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Wisconsin  and  as  a  district  su¬ 
perintendent  in  both  Illinois  and 
Minnesota. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  1932  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  to  the  1939  General  Confer¬ 


ence  that  united  three  churches  into  The 
Methodist  Church. 

Mr.  Schevenius  and  his  wife,  Alice, 
were  married  in  1913.  She  died  in  1976. 

Publishing  house  to  market 
Catholic  mission  books 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Abingdon  Press, 


Special 
Low  Price: 

$495.00 


^UMIS' 


UNITED  METHODIST  INFORMATION  SYSTEM® 
MEMBERSHIP  MODULE  with  WORD  PROCESSOR 


The  UMIS/Plus  Membership  Mod¬ 
ule  is  available  with  The  Leading 
Edge®  Word  Processor  for  only 
$495.  This  is  the  same  powerful 
membership  module  included  as 
part  of  the  complete  UMIS/Plus 
System. 

With  UMIS,  your  system  can  grow  with 
your  church.  Additional  capabilities  may  be 
added  at  any  time.  You  can  purchase  the 
exact  modules  you  want,  when  you  need 
them: 

•  Attendance 

•  Contributions 

•  Accounts  Payable 

•  Minister's  Management 

•  Music  Ministry 

•  Church  Administration 

Because  The  UMIS/Plus  system  is  fully 
integrated,  any  additional  module  builds  on 
the  existing  programs  in  use.  You  can 
extend  your  computer  program’s  abilities  at 
any  time,  easily,  without  learning  new 
instructions  or  commands. 

The  UMIS  system  was  designed  to  enhance 
your  ability  to  minister  to  people.  The 
program  can  assist  you  in  day-to-day 
administrative  details  or  year-end  reports. 
The  system  follows  The  Book  of  Discipline 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Some  practical  administrative  data 
produced  by  UMIS  are: 

•  Church  directories  and  membership  lists 
in  a  variety  of  report  formats 

•  Mailing  labels  for  the  entire  membership 
or  any  group  or  class 

•  Family  and  individual  biographical  and 
activity  information  reports 

•  Church  activities,  skills,  talents  and  inter¬ 
ests  for  every  person 

•  Year-End  (Table  I)  Report  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Minutes  for  Charge  Conference 

•  Interface  capabilities  for  data  transfer  to 
the  District  Office  using  United  Methodist 
Information  System  for  the  District  Su¬ 
perintendent  (UMIS/DS) 

The  UMIS/Plus  Membership  Program 
includes: 

•  A  powerful  UMIS/Plus  QUERY  .  .  .  with 
On-Line  helps  that  will  allow  you  to  select 
information  from  64  biographical  data  fields 
and  9,999  activities,  interests  and  skills,  to 
produce  a  variety  of  labels,  directories, 
family  information  sheets,  telephone  lists 
and  other  standard  reports.  UMIS  Member¬ 
ship  also  has  the  capability  of  merging  all 
data  into  the  word  processor  to  produce 
customized  repons,  personalized  letters, 
and  birthday  and  anniversary  lists  within 
newsletters  and  bulletins. 

•  On-Line  Help  .  .  .  throughout  the  com¬ 
plete  system. 


•  QUERY  Library  ...  all  queries  can  be 
saved  and  quickly  retrieved  through  our 
QUERY  Library  Menu. 

•  Activities  &  Skills  ...  a  listing  of  all 
elected  church  offices,  according  to  the 
Book  of  Discipline,  skills,  talents,  inter¬ 
ests— Capacity:  9,999  per  church.  35  per 
individual. 

•  Date- Activated  Alternative  Ad¬ 
dresses  .  .  .  each  family  and  individual 
within  the  family  can  have  an  alternative 
address.  You  simply  enter  the  date  for  the 
address  change  and  the  computer  does  the 
rest! 

•  Special  Labels  ...  you  can  design  just 
the  right  wording  for  your  mailing  labels  to 
fit  the  special  requests  of  each  family. 

Order  the  UMIS/Plus  Version  4.2  Demon¬ 
stration  Package  at  NO  RISK! 

UMIS/Plus  Membership  Demonstration 
System  with  Tutorial  is  available  for  you  to 
review  and  test  in  your  church  or  your  local 
computer  store.  Most  computer  stores  are 
happy  to  run  a  demonstration  package  for 
clergy,  church  secretaries,  or  computer 
committees. 

The  Demonstration  Package  is  available  for 
UMIS  Plus  at  S95.00  The  package  is  return¬ 
able  for  full  credit,  refund,  or  may  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  UMIS,  if 
returned  within  ninety  days. 


To  order  the  UMIS  membership  for  your  church,  or  obtain  additional  information,  contact: 

Anthony  J.  Tolbert  III  Director  of  Electronic  Publishing 
United  Methodist  Information  System 

1661  North  Northwest  Highway  •  Park  Ridge,  Illinois  60068  •  312/299-4414 
UMISS  A  Unit  of  the  Cokesbury  Division  of  The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 


book  publisher  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  will  continue  as  sales  represen¬ 
tative  for  Orbis  Books,  Maryknoll,  N.Y., 
despite  pressure  from  church  conserva¬ 
tives,  the  denomination’s  General  Board 
of  Publication  voted  recently. 

According  to  the  contract  with  Orbis 
signed  in  January,  the  publishing  house 
facilitates  sales  and  distribution  of  books 
by  Orbis,  which  is  a  unit  of  the  Mary¬ 
knoll  Society.  The  Catholic  missionary 
society,  Maryknoll  priests  and  nuns  spe¬ 
cialize  in  missionary  work  and  partner 
ministries  in  the  Third  World. 

Church  loan  demand 
exceeds  funds  available 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  demand 


for  church  loans  from  two  funds  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  United  Methodfct  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division  has 
been  so  great  that  new  loans  will  be  tem¬ 
porarily  unavailable. 

According  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Gal- 
len,  assistant  general  secretary  for  the 
division’s  congregational  development 
program,  $14  million  to  $15  million  in 
loans  has  been  committed  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Development  Fund  and  an¬ 
other  $17  million  from  the  National 
Division  fund. 

The  United  Methodist  Development 
Fund  makes  first-mortgage  loans  to 
United  Methodist  churches  for  construc¬ 
tion  and  major  improvement  of  church 
facilities . 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

"So  we  are  ambassadors  for  Christ, 
God  making  his  appeal  through  us.  We 
beseech  you  on  behalf  of  Christ,  be  rec¬ 
onciled  to  God.” 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Proverbs  15:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  2 

Monday:  Psalm  22:25*31 
Tuesday:  Acts  8:26-40 
Wednesday:  1  John  4:7-12 
Thursday:  John  15:1-8 
Friday:  John  15:9-17 
Saturday:  John  15:18-25 
Sunday:  1  John  4:13-21 


CLASSIFIED 

ONE  OF  METHODISM’S  FASTEST  GROWING 
Churches  (2500  members)  seeks  V.-time  director  for 
large  youth  group  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sunday).  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Send  picture  and  resume  to  Rev.  James 

R.  Porter.  3321  West  Park  Row,  Arlington.  TX  76013. 

CHURCH  HOME  FOR  4  ADULT  RETARDED 
women  needs  committed,  competent  program  res¬ 
ident  manager.  Competitive  salary  and  benefits. 
For  information  or  application  write:  Personnel. 
Homeplace,  Inc.,  Box  120966,  Nashville,  TN  37212. 

PREPARE  YOUR  OWN  LAST  WILL  and  Testa¬ 

ment-  Without  A  Lawyer:  Complete  easy-to-under- 
stand  guidebook,  written  by  an  attorney.  Legal  all 

50  states.  Only  $15.95.  NOVA  Publishing,  Box 

101 A  Wheaton,  IL  62901. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR:  Evangelical  church  with  mem¬ 

bership  of  1,100  seeking  individual  to  direct  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  Bachelor’s  degree  and  appropriate  experience 
required.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Frank 
Wood,  Lake  Snore  United  Methodist  Church,  2246 
Blanding  Boulevard,  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES. 

Congregation  of  2,000  with  active  youth  program 
desires  an  experienced  director  of  youth  ministries, 
either  lay.  diaconal  or  clergy.  Salary  negotiable. 
Located  in  city  of  100,000.  Contact:  Pastor  or  MCE, 
P.O.  Box  6,  Midland,  TX  79702.  (915)  682-3701. 

COLORADO  ROCKIES  CABIN  FOR  SALE.  Rus¬ 

tic,  peaceful,  stream  setting.  Completely  fur-; 
nished.  Within  national  forest  near  Denver.  Guest 
cabin,  outbuildings  included.  $59,500.  Preferred' 
Properties,  Inc.,  Julie  Hummel,  (303)  778-8222. 

CAMP  FACILITY-  EUFAULA,  OK.  22  acres,  cafete- 
ria,  bunk  houses,  swimming  pool,  basketball  court, 
tennis  courts,  staff  house,  fenced.  Write:  Shamrock, 
P.O.  Box  518,  Durant,  OK  74701.  (405)  924-1887. 

YEAR  ROUND  POSITION  AVAILABLE  to  an  in¬ 

dividual  or  a  couple  seeking  to  serve  in  the  minis¬ 
try  of  camp  management.  The  Northern  Illinois 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  has  a 
180  acre  camp  and  retreat  center  with  pool  and 
dining  hall,  located  on  the  Rock  River  in  Dixon  Il¬ 
linois.  Send  resume  and  letters)  of  reference  to: 
David  Page  Kell.  201  W.  South,  Woodstock.  IL 
60098  by  May  13th.  Equal  opportunity  employer. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Youth  "called’’  to  the  Christian  ministry.  Progressive 
evangelical  congregation  of  600.  Salary  $18,000  + . 
Immediate  need.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
2525  Center  Rd„  Venice,  FL  34292.  (813)  493-7504. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica- 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 

for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast.  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Mariner 
Blvd..  Spring  Hill,  FL  34609. 

THE  ELECTRIC  SCROLL-  computerized  Bible 
study  tool  with  the  full  King  James  New  Testament. 
Instant  access  to  any  verse  using  keyword  search. 
Excellent  for  lesson  development,  sermon  prepara¬ 
tion,  in-depth  Bible  study,  etc.  IBM  compatible  PC 
required.  6nly  $29.00.  Deep  Woods  Software  Works, 
Route  3,  Box  87A,  Rockdale,  TX  76567. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  First  UMC  of  beautiful  Santa  Rosa.  CA.  Desire 
someone  with  a  master’s  degree  in  C.E.  and  a  sense 
of  humor  to  work  in  supportive,  creative  team  min¬ 
istry  Located  near  the  Pacific  Ocean,  one  hour 
north  of  San  Francisco.  Send  resume  with  names  of 
three  references  to:  Dave  Slorpe,  1551  Montgomery 
Dr.  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405.  (707)  545-3863. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  a 

growing  400-member  UMC  in  NE  PA.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Recent  grad  preferred.  Mt.  Pocono  UMC,  12 
Church  Avenue,  Mt.  Pocono,  PA  18344.  (717)  839-9902. 

OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME  POSITION  as  lay 

coordinator  of  youth  ministries.  Interested  candi¬ 
dates  send  resume  to:  Jim  Mountain,  Chairperson, 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  Ingomar  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1501  West  Ingomar  Road. 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15237. 

A  BRAILLE  UNITED  METHODIST  HYMNAL  is 
needed  by  the  Mt.  Lebanon  United  Methodist 
Church,  3319  W  Liberty  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15216.  (412)  531-7131  Please  write  or  call  if  such  a 
hymnal  is  available. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  sought  2600  + 
member  congregation.  Position  requires:  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  music  from  recognized  institution;  classi- 
cally  trained  and  oriented  individual  who  is  comfort¬ 
able  with  wide  variety  of  musical  styles/tastes, 
including  some  secular,  superior  choral/orchestral 
conducting  techniques  plus  strong  organizational/ad¬ 
ministrative  skills.  Salary/benefits  negotiable.  Send 
current  resume,  photo,  3  professional  references, 
and  supporting  materials  to  Christ  Church,  UM,  4845 
NE  25  Avenue,  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 

CHINA.  HONG  KONG.  November  2-17.  $2295  from 

California.  Free  brochure,  Dr.  Don  Haarup,  Box  31. 
Brainerd.  MN  56401-0031.  Telephone  (218)  829-6076. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  REBECCA  WILLIAMS 
Community  House.  Prefer  master's  in  social  work 
or  related  field  plus  6  years  experience  or  bache¬ 
lor’s  plus  10  years.  Responsible  for  administration, 
preventive  mental  health  programming,  and  com¬ 
munication  with  church  and  community  agencies. 
Competitive  salary  and  benefits.  EOE.  Send  re- 
sume  and  salary  history  by  June  1st  to  Search 
Committee,  c/o  Rev.  Al  Sprague,  155  No.  High  St., 
Cortland.  OH  44410.  j 

AUSTRALIA-NEW  ZEALAND  Oct  9th  Los  Angeles 

connection.  Brisbane,  Sydney,  Melbourne,  Barrier 
Reef,  Milford  Sound,  Mt  Cook.  Brochures:  Bess  Lou- 
dermilk,  3339  Milton,  Dallas,  Texas  75205. 

BIBLICAL  DRAMATIST/ DIRECTOR/ Workshop 

Leader.  Portrayals,  example:  “My  Son  Jesus, 
"Women  in  the  Bible,"  for  worship  services  or  Fel- 
lowship  Hall.  Contact  Peggy  Goochey.  Diaconal 
Minister.  3208  Cole  Ave  #1104,  Dallas,  TX  75204, 
(214)954-0417. 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES  Co¬ 
ordinator  sought  for  Seminole  Heights  UMC.  Part- 
time  position  with  residence.  Resume  to  6111 
Central  Ave ,  Tampa.  FL  33604.  (813)  236-5931. 

JIM  RUSSO  DEVELOPMENT  CENTER  seeking  to 

employ  individual  to  manage  after  care  center  for 
released  prisoners.  Small  apartment  provided.  No 
children.  Salary  open.  Send  resume  marked  "person- 
al"  to  Rev.  Russo,  P.O.  Box  2878,  Sarasota,  FL  34230. 

RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  PASTOR 

sought  for  part-time  evangelism  outreach/some 
pastoral  care.  Resume  to  Seminole  Heights  UMC. 
6111  Central  Ave  ,  Tampa,  FL  33604.  (813)236-5931. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rockies. 

Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps,  family 
events,  guide  services,  programming  staff,  re¬ 
sources,  excellent  rates.  Kevin  Witt,  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference  Camp/Retreat  Coordinator.  P.O. 
Box  38,  Woodland  Park,  CO  80866.  (303)  687-9038. 

AVAILABLE:  250  OAK,  INTERLOCKING  chairs 

with  burnt  orange  cushioned  seats/backs.  Chairs 
are  in  excellent  condition.  Oak  communion  table/ , 
pulpit  also  available.  Prices  are  negotiable.  Call 
(815)  469-2868  or  write  Peace  Community  Church, 
130  South  Route  45,  Frankfort,  IL  60423. 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 
Palestine,  Texas  is  seeking  to  employ  an  individual 

In  the  full-time  staff  position  of  youth  ministry  and 
Christian  education.  We  are  a  1000-member  congre¬ 
gation  In  a  community  of  25,000  people.  The  salary 
package  for  this  position  Is  $20,000  to  $24,000  a  year 
depending  upon  educational  level  and  experience. 
Please  send  all  resumes  and  references  to:  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  422 
South  Magnolia,  Palestine.  TX  75801. 

TEXAS  CONFERENCE  CHOIR  CLINIC.  June  6-10  at 
Lakeview  Methodist  Conference  Center,  Palestine, 
TX.  The  clinic  is  for  directors,  organists,  ringers,  and 
singers  of  all  ages  Clinicians  include  Stanley  Irwin, 
Judy  Loehr.  Paul  Oakley,  Betty  Woodward,  JoNell 
Lindh,  Helen  Kemp,  and  Christine  Anderson.  Contact 
Carol  Pope  (409)  846-3340  for  information. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies.  Near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks.  Win¬ 
ter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 
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Report  on  General  Conference 


Aldersgate  Remembered  For  250  Years 


The  term  "Aldersgate  experience”  is 
recognized  by  Methodists  and  those  in 
the  Wesleyan  tradition  across  the  world. 
It  brings  to  mind  the  religious  experience 
John  Wesley  had  on  May  24, 1738,  during 
an  evening  meeting  of  the  Society  on 
Aldersgate  Street  in  London.  Having 
gone  to  the  meeting  reluctantly,  Wesley 
was  surprised  by  the  feelings  he  had  as 
he  listened  to  Martin  Luther’s  preface  to 
the  Book  of  Romans.  In  this  journal,  he 
recorded  the  famous  phrase,  ‘‘I  felt  my 
heart  strangely  warmed.  ’  ’ 

Wesley’s  immediate  reaction  was  to 
“pray  mightily”  and  then  “testify  open¬ 
ly.”  Much  more,  however,  resulted  from 
that  experience.  Indeed,  scholars  often 
eredit  that  experience  as  the  beginnings 
of  a  world-wide  movement  that  became 
known  as  Methodism.  That  movement, 
which  swept  across  the  North  American 
continent,  has  been  credited  with  chang¬ 
ing  the  course  of  history  and  preventing 
a  revolution  in  England,  similar  to  the 
French  Revolution. 

The  celebration  of  Methodism’s  spiri¬ 
tual  beginnings  May  24  in  St.  Paul’s  Ca¬ 
thedral  in  London  will  be  broadcast  live 
in  the  United  States  by  Cokesbury  Satel¬ 
lite  Television  Network  (CSTN). 

Broadcast  time  in  North  America  is 
11:30  a.m.-12:30  p.m.  (EDT);  the  service 
takes  place  in  London  at  4:30  p.m. 

The  66  annual  conferences  and  10  sem¬ 
inaries  that  have  installed  a  satellite 
“dish”  (downlink  receiver)  can  view  the 
ceremony  live,  as  can  other  dish  owners 
across  the  country  via  Westar  IV,  chan¬ 


nel  19,  according  to  Pat  Correll,  a  staff 
member  of  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing. 

“Catch  the  Spirit,”  United  Methodist 
Communications’  weekly  television 
show,  will  air  a  half-hour  version  of  the 
St.  Paul’s  worship  service  the  week  of 
June  12.  It  can  be  seen  on  Black  Enter¬ 
tainment  Television  (BET),  American 
Christian  Television  System  (ACTS),  Al¬ 
ternate  View  Network  (AVN),  Catholic 
Telecommunications  Network  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  (CTNA),  and  30  local  broadcast  and 
cable  stations  that  regularly  carry 
"Catch  the  Spirit.” 

BBC  will  televise  the  service  for  trans- 
mission  in  England  and  the  United 
States.  Seven  cameras  will  be  used  inside 
the  cathedral  and  one  outside. 

Commentary  will  be  provided  by  a 
BBC  host  and  Hilly  Hicks  and  Emily 
Simer  of  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  Bruno  Caliandro  is  producing  the 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  program  with  Linda 
Tafolla  as  field  producer. 

United  Methodist  Communications  has 
raised  nearly  $75,000  for  lighting  and 
other  production  expenses.  Contributing 
to  funding  are  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House;  the  boards  of  Disciple- 
ship,  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and 
Global  Ministries;  and  the  Florida  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  which  plans  to  show  the 
program  during  the  annual  conference 
session. 

Queen  Elizabeth  II,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  Roman  Catholic  Cardi¬ 
nal  Archbishop  of  Westminster  and  offi¬ 
cer's  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  will 


join  2,500  Methodists  from  around  the 
globe,  including  500  North  Americans,  at 
the  invitation-only  St<  Paul’s  service.  The 
Rev.  Donald  English,  head  of  the  British 
Methodist  Church’s  home  mission  board, 
will  preach. 

Buckingham  Palace  spokespersons 
said  the  Queen  will  be  accompanied  by 
Prince  Phillip.  The  service  is  the  center- 
piece  of  a  week-long  celebration.  Other 
features  planned  in  London  include  walk¬ 
ing  and  sightseeing  tours  of  historic 
points;  an  open-air  service  at  the  flame 
memorial  on  Aldersgate  Street;  a  pil¬ 
grimage  through  the  “Golden  Triangle  of 
Methodism”  behind  two  rail  locomotives 
newly  named  “John  Wesley’’  and 
“Charles  Wesley,’’  Pentecost  Sunday 
spent  in  the  “New  Room”  at  Bristol  built 
by  Wesley  in  1739;  and  a  visit  to  Christ 
Church  College  at  Oxford,  where  both 
Wesleys  were  students. 

A  new  Methodist  flag  will  be  intro¬ 
duced  during  the  festivities.  The  flag  will 
incorporate  a  distinctive  red  orb  on  a 
white  cross  on  a  white  background. 

Five  hundred  representatives  from  the 
eight  North  American  Churches  that  are 
members  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
will  be  among  invited  guests  in  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

The  Royal  State  Trumpeters  will 
sound  the  opening  fanfare  as  the  congre¬ 
gation  joins  in  “O  For  a  Thousand 
Tongues  to  Sing.”  The  University  of  Bir¬ 
mingham’s  200-voice  choir  will  lead  the 
congregation  in  other  hymns  written  by 
Charles  Wesley,  John  Wesley’s  brother 


and  collaborator. 

Two  U  S.  young  people,  Michael 
George,  eight,  a  Native  American  from 
the  Los  Angeles  area,  and  Heather  Muh- 
leman,  nine.  Ridgewood,  N.J.,  will  light  a 
giant  candle  at  the  beginning  of  the  ser¬ 
vice.  Tapers  held  by  32  young  Methodists 
from  around  the  world  will  be  lighted 
from  the  candle,  and  the  young  people 
will  carry  the  flame  out  as  a  token  of 
commitment  to  living  a  Christlike  life  in 
the  world. 

The  event  will  recall  the  evensong  ser¬ 
vice  at  St.  Paul’s  attended  by  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  an  Anglican  priest,  late  the 
afternoon  of  May  24, 1738.  He  was  partic¬ 
ularly  moved  by  the  music  and  the  fa¬ 
miliar  words  of  the  130th  Psalm  (“Out  of 
the  depths  have  I  cried  unto  thee,  O 
Lord”). 

The  worship  service  is  one  of  the  many 
events  in  England  and  elsewhere  in 
which  54  million  members  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  community  will  give  thanks  for  the 
life  of  Methodism’s  spiritual  founder,  a 
man  who  was  pastor,  educator,  social  re¬ 
former  and  church  revolutionary. 

Hilly  Hicks  and  Emily  Simer  will  also 
participate  in  a  pilgrimage  through  the 
"Golden  Triangle  of  Methodism.”  A  later 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  program  will  utilize 
footage  from  that  journey. 

Cokesbury  plans  to  issue  an  hour  long 
videotape  of  the  worship  service 
(#760194)  as  well  as  a  half-hour  visual 
travelogue  (#760186)  following  the  same 
route  as  Through  Wesley’s  England  by 
T.  E.  Downley.  Each  will  cost  $14.95. 


■  Around  The  Conference 


There  is  a  verse  in  the  Talmud,  my  favorite  book  of  Hebrew  wisdom,  which 
reads:  “We  will  have  to  give  account  on  the  Day  of  Judgment  for  every  good 
thing  which  we  saw  and  did  not  enjoy  when  we  might  have  done  so.” 

Isn’t  the  truly  amazing  thing  about  us  how  little  we  enjoy  life?  How  little  we 
possess  of  what  we  own?  How  many  of  us  use  a  tenth  of  what  is  given  to  us? 

Perhaps  it  is  because  we  forget  that  when  Jesus  came  He  proclaimed  not 
that  He  had  come  to  bring  more  religion  but  more  life  —  life  and  that  more 
abundant. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  saddest  sights  He  saw  were  people  incapable  of 
enjoying  themselves,  those  who  missed  the  party.  One  was  angry  and  would  not 
go  in,  another  was  too  bushed,  another  was  prepared  for  sorrow  but  not  for  joy. 

The  good  news  that  Jesus  came  to  proclaim  is  that  everything  is  for  our  use, 
everything  is  for  our  enjoyment,  the  world  and  everything  in  it,  people,  nature, 
experiences,  events,  and  the  mystery  is  why  we  are  not  claiming  everything. 

Why  is  it  that  we  are  not  using  all  things?  Why  is  it  that,  as  Confucius  said, 
“There  is  nobody  who  does  not  eat  and  drink,  but  few  know  the  flavor?”  Why  is 
it  that  so  many  of  us  see  life  as  repressing,  restraining  and  repelling,  making 
gestures  of  negation  and  withdrawal,  rather  than  gestures  of  acceptance  and 
creativity? 

One  reason  may  be  that  our  theology  is  negative.  We  hear  a  lot  of  the  gospel 
of  Redemption  but  little  of  creation.  If  people  have  not  gone  to  pieces,  Christ  is 
presented  as  powerless  to  help  them.  There  are  many  words  of  Jesus,  however, 
to  encourage  us  to  use  our  strength  and  our  joy. 

Another  way  we  cut  ourselves  off  from  joy  is  by  refusing  to  deal  with  the 
problems  that  beset  our  world.  We  are  never  going  to  enjoy  life  if  we  leave 
unattended  the  problems  of  war,  racial  strife  and  poverty.  In  our  hearts  we 
know  that  we  cannot  enjoy  ourselves  unless  other  people  are  enjoying  them¬ 
selves. 

Jesus  said,  "All  things  are  yours.”  Claim  everything,  then.  Claim  freedom, 
but  remember  that  freedom  is  not  license.  Claim  the  world,  but  remember  that 
the  world  has  to  be  respected,  not  exploited.  Claim  the  mutualities  of  love,  but 
remember  that  love  is  what  it  costs. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Aurora  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  hold  a  gigantic  flea 
market  on  Saturday,  May  7,  from  9  a.m. 
to  4  p.m.  on  the  church  grounds.  The  pub¬ 
lic  is  invited  to  come  early  for  coffee  and 
home-baked  pastries  while  they  browse. 
There  will  be  something  for  everyone  — 
toys  and  children’s  clothes  (denims  will 
be  featured),  records,  books,  jewelry, 
make-up,  housewares,  furniture,  plants 
and  yard  supplies,  electrical  and  plumb¬ 
ing  fixtures.  Hotdogs,  nachos,  popcorn 
and  lemonade  will  be  available  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  coffee  and  assorted  baked 
goods.  In  case  of  rain,  the  market  will  be 
moved  inside  the  Youth  Building.  Rev. 
Conrad  P.  Edwards  is  the  minister  at  Au- 


Kathy  Finnell,  a  former  associate 
council  director  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence,  has  been  named  to  the  1988  edition 
of  Who’s  Who  Among  Students  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Universities  and  Colleges.  Ms.  Fin¬ 
nell  is  studying  for  a  master  of  divinity 
degree  at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology, 
Denver,  CO.  She  holds  a  bachelor  of  sci¬ 
ence  degree  from  Northwestern  State 
University  and  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  Centenary  College.  Students  are  se¬ 
lected  on  the  basis  of  academic  achieve- 


ment,  service  to  the  community, 
leadership  in  extracurricular  activities 
and  potential  for  continued  success. 

*  *  * 

Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  offers  a  number  of  specialized  pro¬ 
grams  of  support  and  information.  One 
of  those  programs,  TOUGHLOVE,  is  a 
support  group  of  parents  who  are  trou¬ 
bled  by  the  behavior  of  their  teenagers. 
This  program  is  offered  every  Monday  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Education  Department. 
Through  mutual  support,  parents  of  trou¬ 
bled  children  learn  to  take  control  of 
their  families  again.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  TOUGHLOVE  at  (504)  734-8924. 

*  *  * 

The  Young  Adult  Sunday  School  Class 
of  the  Downsviile  UMC  will  sponsor  their 
Third  Annual  Mission  Day  Barbeque  on 
Saturday,  May  7.  Generous  portions  of 
ribs,  chicken  and  sausage  with  potato 
salad,  baked  beans  and  bread  will  be 
served  from  11  a.m. -7  p.m.  Adult  plates 
are  $4.50  and  children’s  are  $3.  Also,  a 
craft  sale  will  be  held  from  9  a.m.-7  p.m. 
Many  local  as  well  as  several  regional 
crafters  have  scheduled  to  display  a  wide 
variety  of  items.  For  more  information 
call  (318)  982-7710  or  (318)  982-7753.  Ev¬ 
eryone  is  invited. 


On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


MAKING  CHANGES  —  The  Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  has  recently 
adapted  their  facilities  to  help  persons  with  handicapping  conditions.  They  renovat¬ 
ed  two  bathrooms,  built  a  ramp  from  one  level  to  another  and  installed  the  lift 
shown  in  the  picture  above.  Pictured  are  Mrs.  Mike  Maxwell  and  her  daughter  Sa¬ 
rah.  Rev.  Art  Baker  is  the  minister. 


FOR  SERVICE  —  Mrs.  Nelva  O’Dell  was  presented  a  gift  of  appreciation  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  Minden  for  her  20  years  of  faithful  service  as  the 
church  organist.  Pictured  presenting  her  the  award  are  Marcus  Wren,  Administra¬ 
tive  Board  Chairman  and  Everett  Doerge,  PPR  Chairman. 


DEDICATED  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  —  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Minden 
presented  a  gift  of  appreciation  to  Earle  Cooke,  chancel  choir  director  for  his  37 
years  of  faithful  service.  Marcus  Wren  and  Everett  Doerge  presented  the  gift. 


FINGER  LICKIN’  GOOD  —  Metairie  UMC  celebrated  the  church’s  35th  anniver¬ 
sary  on  Palm  Sunday.  A  number  of  special  events  took  place  that  day,  including  a 
dinner  on  the  grounds  which  was  converted  to  a  “dinner  in  the  fellowship  hall”  be¬ 
cause  of  the  inclement  weather.  As  the  sun  came  out  and  the  wind  died  down,  volley¬ 
ball  began.  It  was  a  great  day  for  reminiscing,  looking  at  old  photographs,  telling 
stories.  These  two  young  members,  pictured  above,  were  enjoying  home  made  fried 
chicken. 


By  PHIL  WOODLAND 

One  hundred  years  ago  the  first  wom¬ 
en  were  elected  delegates  to  General 
Conference  though  the  conference  re¬ 
fused  to  seat  them.  When  the  General 
Conference  convened  in  St.  Louis,  April 
26th.,  one  third  of  the  996  member  as¬ 
sembly  were  women,  and  for  the  first 
time,  more  than  half  of  the  United  States 
lay  delegates  were  women. 

The  conference  began  with  trumpet, 
trombone,  tuba,  tympani  as  "a  thousand 
tongues”  and  more  sang  joyfully  the 
Charles  Wesley  hymn,  “Christ  the  Lord  is 
Risen  Today.” 

In  the  Service  of  Holy  Communion  and 
Memorial  former  Louisiana  Bishops  and 
spouses  remembered  were: 

Walter  Underwood,  Finis  Crutchfield, 
Carolyn  Moore  (wife  of  Noah  W.  Moore 
Jr.)  and  Edith  Brooks  Brown  (wife  of 
Robert  N.  Brooks.)  The  music  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  drew  extensively  from  the  proposed 
new  hymnal. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  of  the  Missou¬ 
ri  area,  welcomed  the  conference  warm¬ 
ly.  Mrs.  Nancy  Carruth,  vice-chair  of  the 
Louisiana  delegation,  was  elected  chair 
of  the  legislative  committee  on  Higher 
Education  and  Chaplaincy. 

The  Episcopal  address  was  delivered 
on  the  first  day  of  the  conference  by 
Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  of  Los  Angeles. 
The  address  adopted  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops  as  its  own,  laid  out  these  direc¬ 
tions  for  the  years  ahead: 

1)  “We  are  going  to  be  a  more  evange¬ 
listic  church  ...  .  Ry  evangelism  we 
mean  simply  this:  a  profound  conviction 
of  the  power  and  efficacy  of  God’s  good 
news  of  love  in  Christ  to  change,  redeem, 
and  transform  human  life. 

2)  We  are  going  to  be  a  more  socially 
responsible  church  ...  we  undertake  this 
ministry  ...  as  cooperators  with  God  and 
God  brings  to  fruition  that  shalom 
marked  by  freedom,  truth,  justice  and 
love . . . 

3)  We  are  going  to  be  a  more  inclusive 
church  ...  the  developing  and  strength¬ 
ening  of  the  ethnic  minority  church  must 
and  will  remain  at  the  heart  of  our  mis¬ 
sion. 

4)  We  are  going  to  redeem  and  renew 
the  itineracy.  The  future  of  itineracy  de¬ 
pends  on  how  we  answer  some  basic 
questions:  a)  Is  the  itineracy  basically  an 
employment  agency  for  clergy  or  an  in¬ 
strument  for  Christ’s  mission?  b)  Can  the 
itinerant  system  be  renewed  when  con¬ 
siderable  numbers  of  itinerant  ministers 
declare  themselves  to  be  de  facto  non- 
itinerant? 

5)  We  will  be  a  growing  church  ...  we 
believe  such  growth  will  happen  for 
(these)  reasons:  we  are  under  orders 
from  Christ,  we  have  a  sound  theology, 
we  have  human  resources,  we  have  the 
organization.  But  one  thing  is  needful  —  a 
profound  longing  and  desire  to  grow  — 
based  upon  our  understanding  of  God’s 
purpose  to  bring  all  persons  to  Christ.” 

On  the  second  day  of  the  conference 
Joan  G.  Nagle  an  engineer  from  Murrys- 
ville.  Pa.  stirred  and  inspired  the  dele¬ 
gates  with  her  sermon  a  “The  Ministry 
of  Laity.  What  it  Means  to  be  Disciples 
Every  Day.”  The  Laity  Search  Commit¬ 
tee  received  324  manuscripts.  Joan  Na¬ 
gle  was  named  winner  of  the  contest 
Feb.  20,  during  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Association  of  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  Lay  Leaders,  in  Nashville.  Nagle  is 


senior  engineer  with  the  power  systems 
business  unit,  Westinghouse  Electric 
Corp.  She  is  an  active  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Murrysville, 
Pa.,  married  with  two  daughters. 

Much  of  the  first  week  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  is  spent  in  legislative  commit¬ 
tees.  The  Louisiana  Conference  is 
represented  on  each  of  the  eleven  legis¬ 
lative  committees.  The  committees  will 
read  and  recommend  action  of  each  of 
the  2,661  petitions  received  from  local 
church  administrative  boards,  Sunday 
school  classes,  and  individual  United 
Methodists.  Primary  interest  is  centered 
on  proposed  new  doctrinal  statements, 
revisions  of  the  Social  Principals. 

This  General  Conference  takes  anoth¬ 
er  step  into  the  electronic  age  with  elec¬ 
tronic  voting.  (The  first  two  days, 
however,  the  system  didn’t  register  all 
the  votes.)  Large  screens  will  report  in¬ 
stantly  the  “yes”  and  “no”  votes,  and  the 
percentages.  Again  this  year  the  confer¬ 
ence  proceedings  are  translated  simul¬ 
taneously  into  five  languages. 

Delegates,  alternates,  and  visitors 
from  Louisiana  will  have  breakfast  Mon¬ 
day,  May  2nd.,  at  Mrs.  Mailing’s  Cafete¬ 
ria.  The  conference  will  adjourn  Friday, 
May  6th. 

“The  liturgical  procession  of  almost 
100  bishops  as  the  opening  worship  ser¬ 
vice  presented  several  firsts  for  United 
Methodist  in  the  United  States,  including 
the  first  black  woman  bishop,  the  first 
hispanic-American  bishop,  and  the  first 
Japanese-American  bishop,”  according 
to  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

My  impressions  of  these  first  two  days 
of  General  Conference  come  in  pairs  of 
contrast.  Already  there  have  been  high 
moments  of  dramatic  and  elegant  preach- 
ing.  Yet  in  simple  sharing  and  witness 
around  a  coffee  table  the  gospel  is 
declared.  On  every  hand  are  the  re¬ 
minders  that  we  are  a  global  church. 
Delegates  from  Africa  and  Central 
America  help  us  to  see  our  actions  from 
the  perspective  of  their  nations  and 
cultures.  Yet  the  many  letters  and  resolu¬ 
tions  help  us  keep  in  touch  with  how  our 
actions  will  be  understood  back  home. 

Already  we  have  known  the  frustra¬ 
tion  of  trying  to  work  as  a  body  of  996, 
hitting  one  parlimentary  snag  after  an¬ 
other,  with  points  of  order,  challenging 
the  judgement  of  the  chair,  and  time 
wasted  on  deciding  how  we  shall  conduct 
the  business  of  the  conference.  But  in  the 
same  room,  in  the  same  hour,  we  can  be 
lifted  high  with  the  singing  of  new  and 
familiar  hymns  and  moved  by  anthems 
of  the  choir. 

Mostly  these  days  have  allowed  me  to 
taste  the  wide  diversity  of  Methodism. 
The  Good  News  caucus,  and  the  Method¬ 
ist  Federation  for  Social  Action  would 
have  the  church  move  with  different  pri¬ 
orities.  The  theological  perspectives  are 
widely  varied.  Differences  debated  in  the 
committees  are  strongly  felt.  Delegates 
meet  in  pre-conference  caucuses  to  be 
sure  "our"  people  are  elected  to  key 
committee  posts,  rather  than  “their  peo¬ 
ple.”  At  the  same  time  we  sing  and  pray 
and  break  bread  together.  “Because 
there  is  one  loaf,  we  who  are  many,  are 
one  body,  for  we  all  partake  of  the  one 
loaf.”  We  taste  a  oneness  not  yet  fully  re¬ 
alized. 

So  it  goes  in  St.  Louis  for  the  first  two 
days  of  General  Conference,  1988. 


Aldersgate  Publication  Available 


The  United  Methodist  Church  General 
Commission  on  Archives  and  History  an¬ 
nounces  a  new  publication,  “Celebrating 
Aldersgate:  Suggestions  for  Local  Con¬ 
gregations.” 

Especially  prepared  for  the  250th  An¬ 
niversary  of  Aldersgate,  the  heart¬ 
warming  experience  of  John  Wesley  on 
May  24,  1738,  this  booklet  offers  re¬ 
sources  for  a  local  church  that  chooses  to 
celebrate  our  spiritual  heritage  in  pro¬ 
gram  and  worship  events  in  1988  and  fu¬ 
ture  years. 

The  64-page  manual  features  three 
services  of  worship  appropriate  for  use 
on  Aldersgate  or  other  occasions.  Two 
major  articles  are  included:  “The  Signifi¬ 
cance  of  Aldersgate  for  Today”  by  the 
late  Maldwyn  Edwards  (reprinted  from  a 
Tidings  leaflet)  and  “The  Other  Alders¬ 
gate:  The  Conversion  of  Charles  Wesley” 
by  S.  T.  Kimbrough,  Jr. 


Dr.  Kenneth  Rowe  has  contributed  a 
basic  reading  list  on  “John  Wesley’s  Al¬ 
dersgate  Conversion."  There  is  a  list  of 
hymns  and  songs  for  Aldersgate  celebra¬ 
tions.  Arthur  Swarthout  offers  sugges¬ 
tions  and  resources  for  local  church 
programming.  General  Secretary 
Charles  Yrigoyen,  Jr.  provides  a  preface 
for  this  useful  compilation. 

The  booklet  concludes  with  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  creation  of  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  an  application  form  for  char¬ 
ter  membership,  and  the  preliminary  de¬ 
tails  of  the  1st  Historical  Convocation  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  June  30- 
July  4,  1989  at  Lake  Junaluska,  North 
Carolina. 

Copies  of  CELEBRATING  ALDERS¬ 
GATE  are  available  from  the  Commis¬ 
sion  at  P.  O.  Box  127,  Madison,  NJ  07940. 
The  price  is  $4.00  (plus  $1.00  for  shipping 
and  handling). 


New  Resource  Offered  for  Parents 


A  new  series  of  four  videotapes  is  now 
available  in  the  Conference  Resource  Li¬ 
brary  for  parents  of  children.  The  series 
is  hosted  by  Vince  Isner  and  produced  by 
Cokesbury.  Each  tape  is  30  minutes  in 
length  as  Mr.  Isner  interviews  an  expert 
in  a  particular  area  of  child  develop¬ 
ment. 

The  topics  covered  are  "Children  and 
Television”  with  Bob  Keeshan,  “Children 
and  Discipline”  featuring  Grace  Mitch¬ 
ell,  “Children  and  Faith”  with  Donald 


Rogers,  and  “Children  and  Self-Esteem” 
featuring  Art  Linkletter.  The  tapes  could 
be  used  individually  or  in  a  series.  The 
greatest  benefit  would  be  in  a  group, 
such  as  a  Sunday  School  class  or  discus¬ 
sion  group,  but  they  could  be  viewed  on 
an  individual  basis. 

For  information  on  this  resource  or 
any  other  resource,  contact  Carolyn 
Powell,  Conference  Resource  Library, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802  or  call  (504)  346-1646. 
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A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

Process,  conflict  and  ‘catholic  spirit’ 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

“Process”— the  way  in  which  a  task 
gets  done— isn’t  one  of  the  glamour 
words  at  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference. 

It’s  been  overlooked  for  that  honor 
by  a  raft  of  other  words  and  phrases 
that  dominate  this  year’s  quadrennial 
meeting  in  St.  Louis. 

Most  of  those  words  are  well  known 
to  anyone  who  has  followed  the  build¬ 
up  to  the  event:  “new  hymnal,”  “pri¬ 
macy  of  Scripture,”  “homosexuality," 
"Africa  initiative,”  “mission  state 
ment”— and  others  that  come  to  mind 
more  readily  than  the  comparatively 
drab  bisyllable  word,  "process.” 

But  for  people  attending  the  first 
week  of  General  Conference,  includ¬ 
ing  994  delegates  and  an  estimated 
2,000  other  observers,  "process”  may 
emerge  as  the  unsung  hero. 

The  way  in  which  delegates  to  this 
conference  are  going  about  their  de¬ 
manding  13-hour  days  of  reviewing, 
refining,  debating  and  defining  our 
church’s  laws  and  marching  orders 


for  the  next  four  years  is  cause  for 
celebration. 

A  few  examples:  the  sensitive  con¬ 
sideration  given  to  each  proposal  sent 
to  the  conference,  the  mutual  encour¬ 
agement  to  voice  conflicting  points  of 
view  and  honest  efforts  to  accommo¬ 
date  all  legitimate  concerns. 

At  the  half-way  point  in  this  year’s 
gathering,  delegates’  conduct  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  countless  thorny  and  poten¬ 
tially  divisive  issues  is  a  refreshing 
example  of  what  John  Wesley  called 
“catholic  spirit.” 

By  that  phrase.  United  Methodism’s 
spiritual  forbear  meant  the  willing¬ 
ness,  despite  sometimes  passionately 
held  differences  of  opinion,  to  work 
together  in  love  toward  the  common 
cause  of  serving  Christ. 

The  idea  and  example  of  “catholic 
spirit"— in  effect,  a  Wesleyan  under¬ 
standing  of  process— could  yet  prove 
to  be  the  most  enduring  gift  that  we 
United  Methodists  bring  to  the  Chris¬ 
tian  endeavor. 

Our  distinctive  emphasis  on  that 
process,  or  “method,”  is,  in  fact,  what 


makes  us  Methodists  even  when  our 
identity  in  other  respects— theologi¬ 
cally  and  sociologically— is  less  clear 
than  many  of  us  would  prefer. 

In  the  final  analysis,  having  the 
same  "mind  of  Christ"  among  our¬ 
selves  has  far  less  to  do  with  right- 
thinking  or,  for  that  matter, 
right-doing. 

Rather,  having  the  mind  of  Christ 
has  primarily  to  do  with  a  right  spir¬ 
it— a  commitment  to  a  prophetic  pro¬ 
cess— that  enables  us  to  “hang  in 
there"  with  each  other,  particularly 
when  our  human  impulse  is  to  aban¬ 
don  the  pain  that  sharp  differences  of¬ 
ten  inflict. 

The  “catholic  spirit”  in  evidence  at 
our  1988  General  Conference  is  im¬ 
perfect,  as  all  sinful  human  efforts  in¬ 
evitably  will  be. 

The  measure  that  exists,  however, 
witnesses  to  the  redemptive  possibili¬ 
ties  of  the  process  at  work  in  the  cru¬ 
cible  of  this  crucial  meeting. 

As  United  Methodists,  we  should 
celebrate  and  learn  from  that  wit¬ 
ness. 


SKETCH  BY  REPORTER  STAFF  ARTIST  TOM  GIBSON 


The  process  of  reviewing,  refining,  debating  and  defining  proposed  church  law  and  marching  orders,  illus¬ 
trated  in  this  sketch  of  a  legislative  committee  meeting,  may  be  the  1988  General  Conferences’s  unsung  hero. 
At  the  two-week  meeting’s  half-way  point,  delegates’  conduct  in  dealing  with  thorny  and  potentially  divisive  is¬ 
sues  is  a  refreshing  example  of  what  John  Wesley  called  ‘catholic  spirit.’ 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Let’s  rejoice  in  our  diversity  and  freedom  to  serve  as  God  wills 


To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  to  Paul  Schlapbach  and  to 
James  W.  Magaw  for  their  reasoned  wis¬ 
dom  and  prayer  for  the  1988  General 
Conference  (see  UMR,  April  22). 

If  we  are  to  be  truly  about  God’s  busi¬ 
ness,  we  must  wait,  prayerfully  and  ex¬ 
pectantly,  for  the  Holy  Spirit’s  guidance. 

With  so  much  business  to  be  about— 
“Feed  the  hungry;  right  injustice;  work 
for  peace!”  (see  “Pontius’  Puddle,”  UMR, 
April  22)— do  we  really  have  time  to 
stand  in  judgment  of  others  and  their 
theological  agendas? 

Let  us  not  fret  over  others’  theological 
moorings  or  be  ashamed  of  or  embar¬ 
rassed  for  our  church.  Let  us  rejoice  in  our 
diversity,  in  our  freedom  that  each  us  can 
serve  how  we  believe  our  God  has  willed. 

I  believe  the  Gospels  call  us  to  be  in¬ 
clusive  of  others  in  our  community  of 
faith.  I  believe,  too,  the  Scripture  tells  us 
that  God— and  only  God— will  determine 
who  is  excluded  from  that  community. 

Frances  Bradley 
Jefferson  City,  Missouri 

‘Grass-roots’  watching 
General  Conference 

To  the  Editor: 

A  quick  note  to  express  appreciation  for 
the  pre-coverage  the  Reporter  staff  has 
given  to  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Spurgeon  Dunnam's  interpretive  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  April  8  issue  indicated  that 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  but  the 
free  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  2  Corinthians  5:20 ) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  9 

Monday:  Psalms  98 
Tuesday:  Acts  10:44-48 
Wednesday:  1  John  5:1-6 
Thursday:  John  15:1-8 
Friday:  John  15:9-17 
Saturday:  John  15:18-27 
Sunday:  John  16:1-15 
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there  appears  to  be  less  general  interest 
and  fewer  expectations  of  this  General 
Conference  than  any  in  the  past.  My  ex¬ 
perience  is  just  the  opposite. 

I  have  been  a  delegate  to  General  Con¬ 
ferences  since  1960  and  have  received 
more  handwritten  personal  letters  and 
have  been  asked  to  speak  in  more  local 
churches  than  ever  before— by  far. 

Our  membership,  especially  in  the 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
has  shown  an  interest  never  before  dem¬ 
onstrated.  I  believe  that  grass-roots  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  watching  the  results  of 
General  Conference  with  an  interest  be¬ 
yond  our  expectations. 

James  M.  Walker 
Seguin,  Texas 

Juxtaposition  ‘interesting’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  find  an  interesting  juxtaposition  in 
Spurgeon  Dunnam’s  column  in  the  April 
8  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

He  quotes  Bishop  Emerson  Colaw:  “in¬ 
clusiveness  appears  to  have  been  both 
United  Methodism’s  top  goal  and  its 
greatest  accomplishment  during  the  past 
two  decades.” 

The  first  sentence  of  the  following 
paragraph  reads: 

“The  persistent  loss  of  members  and 
resulting  loss  of  strength  during  that 
same  20  year  period  is  sure  to  cast  a  long 
shadow  over  many  different  debates  dur¬ 
ing  General  Conference.” 

Pete  Simpson 
Blaine,  Minnesota 

Who  needs  new  hymnal? 

To  the  Editor: 

Living  in  the  inner  city  of  Baltimore,  I 
see  needs  all  around  me.  Our  little  congre¬ 
gation,  with  fewer  than  120  members,  min¬ 
isters  to  the  surrounding  community  where 
there  is  a  good  mixture  of  God’s  people. 

In  one  hand  I  am  holding  the  April  8 
Reporter  with  the  article  headlined, 
“Hymnal  expresses  ‘real’  theology  . . . 
$2.1  million  spent  on  revising  before  ap¬ 
proval  or  printing. . . 

In  the  other  hand  I  am  holding  a  "Mid- 
Atlantic  Review”  article  headlined, 
"Ethiopia  needs  peace”  and  Eleanor 


By  LINDA  WOLFE  KEISTER 

When  I  think  of  Alan  Paton’s  recent 
death,  I  rejoice  in  his  life. 

I  find  joy  in  his  writings,  his  tireless 
quest  to  end  apartheid,  his  belief  in  jus¬ 
tice  for  all  South  Africans,  and  his  devo¬ 
tion  to  the  “beloved  country.” 

Most  of  all,  I  celebrate  two  precious 
hours  on  May  13,  1987,  when  Paton 
shared  tea  as  we  talked  shop— just  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  writers,  sitting  on  the  sun  porch  of 
his  Natal  home.  It  was  as  if  there  were 
no  inequities. 

Never  mind  that  he  was  a  prolific  book 
author  and  political  commentator  who  took 
on  the  conscience  of  his  country,  and  that  I 
was  an  ever-struggling  writer  who  should 
have  felt  overwhelmed  by  his  presence. 

But,  I  soon  learned  Paton  wasn’t  that 
kind  of  man.  This  bigger-than-life  being, 
wearing  a  short  man’s  shoes,  was  aggres¬ 
sive  about  his  beliefs,  yet  gentle  in  his  un¬ 
derstanding.  He  was  not  impressed  by 
what  he  had  done,  nor  was  he  concerned 
whether  his  efforts  had  made  a  difference. 

"The  important  question."  he  said,  “is 
not  whether  what  you  are  doing  will  have 
any  real  effect,  but— is  it  your  duty?” 

That  statement  forced  me  to  think  about 
my  own  presence  in  South  Africa.  Since  I 
was  researching  a  book— one  that  I  hoped 
would  make  a  difference — in  a  country 
that  banned  books  and  writers,  my  pres¬ 
ence  was  miracle  enough.  That  I  was  visit¬ 
ing  Paton  was  even  more  of  a  miracle. 

In  my  innocence.  I  dropped  in— unan¬ 
nounced.  Although  he  was  taken  aback 
by  my  intrusion,  he  quickly  warmed  to 
my  presence.  I  learned  later  that  his 
wife  screened  visitors  and  I  lucked  out 
that  day.  She  was  away  from  home. 

So,  in  those  precious  hours  I  came  to 
know  the  man  behind  “Cry,  The  Beloved 
Country.”  I  discovered  the  respect  he 
held  for  the  government  he  despised: 

“I’ve  never  tried  to  cheat  the  govern- 


Welchynski’s  (Mid- Atlantic  director  for 
Church  World  Service)  article  on  her  vis¬ 
it  to  the  Philippines. 

As  I  ponder  the  articles,  I  think,  “Who 
needs  a  new  hymnal  anyhow?”  Then  as  I 
read  about  it  a  story  from  childhood 
comes  to  mind  about  the  man  and  his 
donkey.  He  was  wrong  when  he  rode  it; 
he  was  wrong  when  he  walked  beside  it; 
and  he  was  wrong  when  he  tried  to  carry 
it.  So  he  pleased  no  one. 

When  the  world  needs  so  much  com¬ 
passion,  who  needs  a  new  hymnal?  Sing 
the  hymns  you  like.  There  are  plenty  of 
choices. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  wonder¬ 
ing  why  it  is  losing  members?  Let’s  get 
back  to  the  real  reason  we  are  in  existence. 

Margaret  Whittle 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

I’m  angry  at  the  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

I  write  to  you  out  of  anger  and  confusion. 

I  spoke  to  a  friend  of  mine  not  long 
ago  about  an  article  in  the  Reporter.  She 
had  not  read  the  article  because  she  was 
“so  angry  with  the  way  the  Reporter 
chooses  to  be  a  scandal-mongering  news¬ 
paper  just  like  secular  newspapers,  that 
I  have  quit  reading  it  entirely.” 

I  did  not  w?nt  to  believe  what  she  said 
was  true  and  decided  to  read  each  issue 
thoroughly  lather  than  just  those  items 
that  I  usually  choose. 

Much  to  my  dismay,  I  found  my  friend 
was  right.  The  Reporter  has  printed  arti¬ 
cles  about  United  Methodist  pastors  and 
bishops  that  serve  no  purpose  other  than 
to  defile  the  character  of  these  people. 
Surely  that  cannot  be  right. 

Surely  those  who  wish  to  read  scandal 
can  find  plenty  in  secular  print.  Surely  the 
purpose  of  a  United  Methodist  paper 
should  be  to  present  newsworthy  items 
that  "build  up  the  body  of  Christ”  and  help 
“equip  the  saints”  for  the  Lord’s  service. 

United  Methodist  people,  laity  and 
clergy  alike,  ought  to  be  able  to  read 
their  own  newspaper  without  having  to 
cringe  over  another’s  pain  or  failure. 

These  people,  who  have  been  publicly 
denounced  by  the  Reporter’s  publication 
of  stories  about  them,  surely  deserved,  in 


ment,”  he  said.  And,  then,  chuckling,  “I 
paid  the  fare,  even  if  the  conductor  for¬ 
got  to  collect  it.” 

I  learned  of  his  modesty  when  he 
brushed  aside  the  good  he  had  done  for 
others:  “I’ve  never  turned  away  those 
who  needed  help.  But,  that’s  probably 
based  on  superstition— if  you  don’t  help, 
then  you  won’t  be  helped  in  time  of  trou¬ 
ble.” 

But,  for  all  his  light-heartedness,  I 
knew  his  faith  ran  deep.  I  recalled  the 
prologue  to  his  meditations,  “Instrument 
of  Thy  Peace”— “This  book  is  written  for 
sinners,  and  by  one  of  them ...  for  those 
who  seek  not  so  much  to  lean  on  God  as  to 
be  the  active  instruments  of  his  peace." 

Though  his  faith  ran  deep,  Paton  was  a 
bit  of  a  worrier. 

“I  don’t  know  if  how  I  feel  is  sluggish 
or  lazy,"  he  confided.  "But,  I  hope  it’s 
sluggish— because  there  is  no  judgment 
on  that.” 

I  saw  no  signs  of  laziness  in  the  84- 
year-old  who  took  time  away  from  his 
writing  to  tell  me  about  his  address  to 
the  Methodist  Conference  in  Johannes¬ 
burg,  his  13  visits  to  America,  and  the 
transplanted  California  redwood. 

Farewells  came  with  a  stroll  in  the 
garden,  photos  under  the  redwood,  and 
an  escort  to  my  car.  It  was  then  that 
Alan  Paton  gave  me  a  gift. 

“When  you  drive  to  Pietermaritz¬ 
burg,”  he  said,  “take  the  road  through 
the  Valley  of  a  Thousand  Hills." 

I  took  his  gift  to  heart  and  soon  was 
standing  at  the  edge  of  the  road  photo¬ 
graphing  the  most  beautiful  valleys  and 
hills  I  ever  have  seen  in  the  midst  of  the 
saddest  land  I  have  known. 

Turning  away,  I  said  a  prayer  of 
thanks  for  Alan  Paton. 

Ah,  but  your  land  is  beautiful. 

Linda  Wolfe  Keister  lives  in  Sterling, 
Va. 


a  publication  from  their  own  church,  to 
find  the  unconditional  love  of  Christ  and 
not  one  more  group  of  people  standing  in 
judgment  condemning  them. 

God  is  father  and  creator  to  me,  son 
and  redeemer.  Holy  Spirit  as  well  as  sus- 
tainer.  By  using  both  styles,  the  church  is 
giving  its  credibility  and  authority  to  the 
use  of  either  form,  which,  to  me,  is  more 
inclusive  and,  therefore,  sensitive  to 
what  appears  to  be  exclusive  language. 

S.  Philip  Covert 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa 

Physics  and  the  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodism’s  general  church,  ju¬ 
risdictional  and  conference  apportionments 
and  eight  special  days  set  aside  for  “sec¬ 
ond-mile”  giving  all  give  cause  for  con¬ 
cern. 

Budget  levels  established  to  imple¬ 
ment  the  connectional  programs  evolve 
with  too  little  consideration  of  the  im¬ 
pact  upon  the  finances  of  the  source  of 
these  funds— the  local  church. 

Case  in  point:  My  congregation  of  1,350 
members  located  in  an  established,  sta¬ 
ble  community,  free  of  indebtedness  and 
with  annual  giving  and  budget  just  more 
than  $300,000.  During  the  last  five  years, 
apportionments  increased  from  17.7  per¬ 
cent  to  22.87  percent  of  annual  income. 

While  our  congregation’s  1987  income 
reflects  a  gain  of  $66,262  over  1982,  the 
increased  apportionments  took  $27,126  of 
that,  leaving  $39,136  for  the  local  church. 
That,  adjusted  for  what  amounts  to  4 
percent  average  annual  inflation,  result¬ 
ed  in  the  local  church’s  share  being  $744 
short  of  keeping  up  with  inflation. 

On  the  other  hand,  apportionments  of 
$37,126  adjusted  for  inflation  represented 
a  net  increase  of  $17,063  in  1987  over  1982 
or  an  increase  of  40.7  percent!  Equitable? 

Too  quickly  we  may  forget  an  applica¬ 
ble  law  of  physics:  The  more  we  distance 
ourselves  from  a  light  source— in  this 
case,  the  local  church — the  dimmer  that 
light  appears. 


When  will  the  local  church  be  relieved 
of  this  level  of  bondage  so  it  may  fully 
respond  to  its  ministry  as  this  sixth  gen¬ 
eration,  octagenarian,  United  Methodist 
perceives  Jesus  to  have  instructed  His 
disciples? 

Wilby  F.  Anderson 
Clearwater,  Florida 

Language  debate  amuses 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amused  and  not  just  a  little  dis¬ 
turbed  over  the  controversy  of  language 
that  spreads  through  our  denomination. 

Not  that  I  am  against  ways  to  improve 
the  communication  and,  we  can  hope,  the 
understanding  of  the  Gospel.  I  struggle 
constantly  with  different  ways  to  share 
this  message  with  freshness  and  new  in¬ 
sight. 

The  phrase  “inclusive  language”  has 
amused  me  for  some  time.  Who  defines 
what  inclusive  language  is? 

If  I  do  not  use  male  imagery  for  God 
and  avoid  the  traditional  male  refer¬ 
ences  in  liturgy,  some  people  feel  of¬ 
fended  and  excluded.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  retain  use  of  traditional  imagery, 
some  people  feel  excluded. 

So  what  is  “inclusive  language?”  If 
“inclusive”  means  to  include  everyone, 
then  both  language  forms  are  exclusive. 

Isn’t  it  possible  for  the  church  to  in¬ 
clude  both  Trinitarian  expressions  in  its 
rituals— Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit — 
AND  Creator,  Redeemer,  Sustainer? 

Melody  Press 
Kansas  City,  Missouri 

Boston  prof  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  a  letter 
that  was  recently  printed  in  your  paper 
from  Philip  Shriver  (see  UMR,  Jan.  22) 
regarding  Dr.  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen’s 
teaching  career  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  (see  UMR,  March  25). 

I  am  one  of  the  “bright  young  people 
who  have  chosen  service  in  the  ministry” 
to  whom  Mr.  Shriver  refers  in  his  letter. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Shriver  has 


ever  met  Dr.  Bettenhausen  and  thus  has 
firsthand  knowledge  of  her  teaching  con¬ 
tent  or  whether  he  is  simply  responding 
to  what  he  has  read,  but  I  am  one  of  the 
people  who  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
study  under  Dr.  Bettenhausen. 

I  am  a  42-year-old  woman  who  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  Boston  School  of  Theology 
in  1986. 1  am  currently  serving  as  pastor 
of  a  two-point  charge  in  northern  Maine. 
Although  Dr.  Bettenhausen  and  I  did  not 
then  and  probably  will  never  agree  on  all 
points  of  our  theology,  I  can  say  that  she 
made  me  work  harder  and  struggle  more 
deeply  to  articulate  my  theology  as 
clearly  as  possible  than  did  any  other 
professor  at  the  school. 

It  is  to  her  that  I  owe  the  fact  that  I 
graduated  from  seminary  with  a  solid 
foundation  and  framework  that  I  am 
able  to  use  now  and  upon  which  I  am 
continually  building. 

I  have  had  many  opportunities  both  as 
I  face  my  congregations  on  Sunday 
mornings  and  in  Bible  study  classes  and 
as  I  have  met  over  the  years  with  my 
conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
to  thank  Dr.  Bettenhausen. 

The  fact  that  she  will  no  longer  be 
teaching  at  Boston  University  will  be  a 
great  loss  both  to  “those  bright  young 
people”  who  will  be  attending  there  in 
the  future  and  to  the  entire  School  of 
Theology  community,  as  well. 

Patricia  Jewett  Thompson 
Limestone,  Maine 

Thanks  for  new  challenge 

To  the  Editor: 

Thanks  for  the  challenge  to  study 
God’s  word. 

The  “Know  your  Bible?”  column  is 
just  the  incentive  I’ve  been  needing  to 
get  back  into  reading  and  studying  the 
Bible. 

Our  pastor  preached  a  very  meaning¬ 
ful  sermon  from  Scripture  readings  you 
listed  for  March. 

Again,  thank  you. 

Eleanor  North 
Livermore,  California 


My  Witness 

South  African  man  of  faith 
was  a  giant  in  human  shoes 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  *1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  inser¬ 
tion. *25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind 
ads  *10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order 
except  on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise 
approved  in  advance. 

ONE  OF  METHODISM'S  FASTEST  GROWING 

Churches  (2500  members)  seeks  V«-time  director 
for  large  youth  group  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sun¬ 
day).  Salary  negotiable.  Send  picture  and  resume 
to  Rev.  James  R.  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row,  Ar¬ 
lington.  TX  76013. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  First  UMC  of  beautiful  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Desire 
someone  with  a  master's  degree  in  C.E.  and  a  sense 
of  humor  to  work  in  supportive,  creative  team  min¬ 
istry  Located  near  the  Pacific  Ocean,  one  hour 
north  of  San  Francisco.  Send  resume  with  names  of 
three  references  to:  Dave  Slorpe,  1551  Montgomery 

Dr  .  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95405  (707)  545-3863. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  sought.  2600  + 

member  congregation.  Position  requires:  Bachelor's 
degree  in  music  from  recognized  institution;  classi- 
eally  trained  and  oriented  individual  who  is  comfort¬ 
able  with  wide  variety  of  musical  styles/tastes, 
including  some  secular,  superior  choral /orchestral 
conducting  techniques  plus  strong  organizational/ad- 
ministrative  skills.  Salary/benefits  negotiable.  Send 
current  resume,  photo,  3  professional  references, 
and  supporting  materials  to  Christ  Church,  UM,  4845 

NE  25  Avenue.  Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33308. 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES  Co- 

ordinator  sought  for  Seminole  Heights  UMC.  Part- 
time  position  with  residence.  Resume  to  6111 
Central  Ave.,  Tampa.  FL  33604.  (813)236-5931 

RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  PASTOR 

sought  for  part-time  evangelism  outreach/some 
pastoral  care  Resume  to  Seminole  Heights  UMC. 
6111  Central  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL  33604.  (813)  236-5931. 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 

for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Mariner 
Blvd  .  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609. 

OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME  POSITION  as  lay 

coordinator  of  youth  ministries.  Interested  candi- 
dates  send  resume  to:  Jim  Mountain,  Chairperson. 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  Ingomar  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1501  West  Ingomar  Road, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15237. 

BIBLICAL  DRAMATIST / DIRECTOR/ Workshop 

Leader  Portrayals,  example:  "My  Son  Jesus," 
•'Women  in  the  Bible."  for  worship  services  or  Fel- 
lowship  Hall  Contact  Peggy  Goochey,  Diaconal 
Minister,  3208  Cole  Ave.  #1104,  Dallas,  TX  75204, 
(214)954-0417 

TEXAS  CONFERENCE  CHOIR  CLINIC.  June  6-10  at 

Lakeview  Methodist  Conference  Center.  Palestine, 

TX  The  clinic  is  for  directors,  organists,  nngers,  and 
singers  of  all  ages.  Clinicians  include  Stanley  Irwin. 
Judy  Loehr,  Paul  Oakley,  Betty  Woodward,  JoNell 
Lindh.  Helen  Kemp,  and  Christine  Anderson.  Contact 
Carol  Pope  1409)  846-3340  for  information. 

PREPARE  YOUR  OWN  LAST  WILL  and  Testa¬ 

ment-  Without  A  Lawyer:  Complete  easy-to-under- 
stand  guidebook,  written  by  an  attorney.  Legal  all 

50  states.  Only  *15.95,  NOVA  Publishing,  Box  101A 
Wheaton.  IL  62901. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors  Members  receive  2  Quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC.  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-1981 

THE  ELECTRIC  SCROLL-  computerized  Bible 
study  tool  with  the  full  King  James  New  Testament. 
Instant  access  to  any  verse  using  keyword  search. 
Excellent  for  lesson  development,  sermon  prepara¬ 
tion.  in-depth  Bible  study,  etc.  IBM  compatible  PC 

Route  3.  Box  87A,  Rockdale.  TX  76567. 

A  BRAILLE  UNITED  METHODIST  HYMNAL  is 

needed  by  the  Mt.  Lebanon  United  Methodist 
Church.  3319  W.  Liberty  Ave.,  Pittsburgh,  PA 
15216.  (412)  531-7131.  Please  write  or  call  if  such  a 
hymnal  is  available. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies.  Near 

Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  efficiencies  *145  week.  *450  four  weeks.  Win¬ 
ter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Wavnesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  Fill 

vour  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes- 
sional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free  service  to 
churches  Church  Musicians  National  Referral  Service, 
Dept  18,  PO  Box  36.  Huntington,  WV  25706-0036 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)488-0856. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 

COLORADO  CAMP  NEEDS  COOKS!  GENEVA 

Glen  Camp  needs  cooks  during  1988  summer  sea- 
son  June  14- August  13.  Volume  cooking  experience 
preferred.  A  wonderful  place  to  work.  Further  in- 
formation:  Kenneth  Atkinson,  Geneva  Glen,  P.O. 
Box  248,  Indian  Hills,  CO  80454  (303)  697-4621. 

HOME-STUDY,  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro- 

grams.  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels. 
Wide  range  of  subjects  available.  Highly  creden- 
tialed  faculty.  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  ap¬ 
propriate  academic,  life  and  work  experience 
Free  catalog  Fairfax  University,  2900  Energy 
Centre,  New  Orleans.  LA  70163.  Call  (504)  585-7303. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  chancel  and 

youth  programs  Wednesday  evening  and  Sunday 
responsibilities.  15  hours  per  week  maximum.  Sal¬ 
ary  open.  Gospel,  traditional,  contemporary  music 
range  desired.  Casa  Linda  United  Methodist 
Church,  1800  Barnes  Bridge  Road.  Dallas,  Texas 
(214)  321-2601. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  2,500  +  member 

church  with  active  music  ministry.  Coordinate  full 
program  of  children,  youth,  adult  and  handbell 
choirs.  Direct  annual  Broadway  musical.  Experi- 
ence  preferred.  Resume  to  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  75606. 

DIRECTOR  OR  MINISTER  OF  EDUCATION 

Growing  1,500-membership  church  seeks  experi¬ 
enced  director  or  minister  of  education  with  special¬ 
ization  in  children/family  Three  other  ordained 
pastors  on  staff.  Send  inquiry  to  Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  c/o  The  Reverend  Robert  Wright, 
1533  Springhouse  Road.  Allentown,  PA  18104. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC.  Countryside  United  Meth- 

gust  1988  1 ,400-member  congregation  seeks 
Director  of  Music  Five  vocal/five  handbell  choirs. 
Part-time  organist.  New  Music  facilities  under 
construction  Master's  degree  in  choral  conducting 
preferred  Contact:  Barbara  Banman.  (913)266-3090 
(evenings). 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $8.  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  *22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES.  United 
Methodist  Church.  Morristown,  NJ,  has  an  imme¬ 
diate  position  in  youth  ministries.  Program  will  be 
Christ  centered  and  provide  a  variety  of  experi¬ 
ences  that  will  lead  toward  continued  growth  in 
each  youth's  personal  faith.  The  successful  candi¬ 
date  needs  to  be  recognizably  gifted  in  youth  min¬ 
istries  and  possess  a  strong  personal  faith.  Please 
send  resume  including  salary  requirement  to:  Mr, 
William  Putnam,  United  Methodist  Church,  50 
Park  Place,  Morristown,  NJ  07960. 


WESLEY  HERITAGE  TOUR  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

August  8-22,  1988.  Visits  to  places  John  Wesley 
lived/worked.  For  brochure,  write  Rev.  Philip 
Solbjor,  519  Goodman  Road,  Pacifica,  CA  94044. 
Telephone:  (415)  993-6742. 


SOVIET  ADVENTURE  August  26-September  4 

from  NY  *2,199.  Three  cities.  All  expense.  Limited 
space.  Free  brochure.  Rev.  E.E.  Brewster,  4100  F 
Beechwood  Ln.,  Harrisburg,  PA  17112.  Telephone 
(717)652-3036. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 
proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 
Catalog  *1.  Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue 
Earth,  MN  56013.  


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 

Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street.  San  Francis¬ 
co.  CA94109(415)673-6768^ 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
with  skills  in  youth  music  for  an  exciting,  growing, 
evangelical  congregation  in  the  heart  of  Tampa. 
Please  send  resumes  to  Hyde  Park  UMC,  500  W. 
Platt  St.,  Tampa,  FL  33606.  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  PROGRAMS  and  Edu¬ 
cation:  Full-time  position  at  1,200-member  subur¬ 
ban  church.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Webster 
Hill  UMC,  698  W.  Lockwood.  St.  Louis,  MO  63119. 
(314)961-3164. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  of  chil¬ 

dren's  ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  church. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  R.  Lee  McKinzie,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer  1567, 
Shreveport,  LA  71165-1567. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  1,500-member  church 

with  children's,  youth,  adult,  and  bell  choirs.  Ap¬ 
ply:  Search  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O.  Box  1981,  Pampa,  TX  79065.  


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  is  seek¬ 

ing  a  full-time  director  of  Christian  education  for  a 
church  membership  of  600  plus.  Responsibilities 
include  coordinating  Christian  Education  and  re¬ 
lated  age-level  and  program  ministries.  Bachelor’s 
degree  in  Christian  education  minimum  require¬ 
ment.  Experience  preferred  but  not  required.  Sala¬ 
ry  negotiable.  Please  submit  resume  and  letter  of 
application  to:  Staff/Parish  Relations  Committee. 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  455  S.  Broadway 
Ave.,  Bartow.  FL  33830. 


CAMP  POSITION  AVAILABLE:  Director/manager 
at  Storm  Mountain  Center  in  the  beautiful  Black 
Hills  of  South  Dakota  Responsible  for  operations 
and  on-site  programming.  Send  resume  by  May  16, 
1988  to  Randy  McGuire,  United  Methodist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center.  P.O  Box  460,  Mitchell,  SD  57301. 
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Ministry  study  may  be  continued  for  4  years  Bugged! 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— A  study  of  ministry  in  the 
:  United  Methodist  Church  isn’t  likely  to 
:  be  finished  during  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  closes  May  6. 

At  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  the  11- 
;day  meeting,  major  differences  re- 
;mained  between  the  report  of  the 
commission  that  has  spent  four  years 
;  studying  the  denomination’s  ministry 
;  and  the  more  recent  response  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  (see  UMR,  April  29). 

The  main  sticking  point  remains  the 


study’s  recommendation  that  the  denom¬ 
ination  have  a  permanent  order  of  or¬ 
dained  deacon. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  objects  most  to 
that  recommendation. 

The  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  dealing  in  detail  with  matters 
relating  to  ordained  and  diaconal  ministry 
concurred  last  week  with  the  study  com¬ 
mission’s  report.  The  vote  was  88  to  4. 

By  that  action,  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  recommended  to  the  full  General 
Conference  that  two-thirds  of  the  current 
panel  membership  be  reappointed  to  a 


continuing  ministry  study  commission. 

If  that  recommendation  is  approved, 
that  new  group  would  report  its  findings 
to  the  1992  General  Conference  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky. 

Delegates  on  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee  said  they  felt  the  membership  car¬ 
ryover  would  help  the  new  commission 
retain  the  work  of  the  previous  group 
and  not  have  to  begin  anew,  as  ministry 
study  commissions  have  done  every  four 
years  since  1944. 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  reponse  rec¬ 
ommends  that  only  one-third  of  the  cur¬ 


rent  members  be  retained  on  a  new 
study  commission. 

Bishop  Roy  Clark  (South  Carolina 
Area),  who  spoke  to  the  ministry  legisla¬ 
tive  committee  at  the  request  of  com¬ 
mittee  members,  said  the  majority  of 
bishops  felt  that  the  ministry  study  re¬ 
port  was  "not  Methodist  enough.” 

The  bishops,  said  Bishop  Clark,  want 
to  retain  Methodism’s  two-step  ordina¬ 
tion  process  in  which  pastors  first  must 
be  ordained  deacons  and  then  be  or¬ 
dained  elders. 


Electronic-era  special  devices 
irk,  please  delegates,  guests 


African  UM  university  approved 

Delegates  back  $20  million  program  by  8-to-l  margin 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— In  a  show  of  support  that 
stunned  many  delegates  and  observers 
alike,  the  1988  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  overwhelmingly  approved  a 
proposal  April  30  to  create  a  first-ever, 
four-year  UM  university  in  Africa. 

Delegates  at  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  assembly— using  an  electron¬ 
ic  voting  system  that  provided  almost  in¬ 
stantaneous  tabulation— approved  the 
“Africa  Higher  Education  Initiative”  by 
an  855-121  vote.  Six  delegates  abstained. 

Following  a  prolonged  standing  ovation 
at  the  Cervantes  Convention  Center,  the 
proposal  was  referred  to  the  church’s  trea¬ 
sury  agency  to  suggest  a  funding  package 
for  delegates’  consideration  this  week. 

$5  million  per  year  sought 

The  church’s  higher  education  agency 
has  asked  for  $5  million  per  year  for  the 
next  four  years  to  build  and  operate  the 
yet-to-be  named  university.  It  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  built  at  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe, 
a  UM  mission  station  about  150  miles 
east  of  Harare,  the  capital. 

The  $20  million  is  expected  to  come 
from  a  new  apportionment  asked  of  the 
37,750  local  UM  congregations  in  the 
United  States. 

“I  thank  God  our  church  has  caught 


the  vision  of  an  exciting  missional  oppor¬ 
tunity,”  said  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete, 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

The  Philadelphia  Area  episcopal  lead¬ 
er  added,  “I  knew  the  groundswell  was 
there,  but  I  was  surprised  and  delighted 
at  the  size  of  the  margin.” 

Troublesome  issues  heard 

Although  delegates  raised  few  of  the 
questions  that  had  dogged  the  proposal 
for  the  past  3-1/2  years,  two  troublesome 
issues  were  heard. 

Jody  Parks  Moxley,  a  delegate  from 
the  Florida  Annua!  Conference,  asked  if 
the  proposal  had  been  approved  by  the 
Zimbabwean  government. 

The  Rev.  Don  L.  Forsman,  a  delegate 
from  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  asked  how  the  $20-million  proposal 
would  affect  the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
posed  four-year  budget. 

The  Rev.  Roger  Ireson,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  higher  education  agency,  said 
he  had  been  assured  by  Dzingai  Mutum- 
buka,  Zimbabwe’s  minister  of  education, 
that  government  officials— including 
President  Robert  Mugabe— approve  of 
the  proposal. 

He  said  nearly  150,000  students  in  Zim¬ 
babwe  alone  would  be  preparing  for  a 
university  education  over  the  next  six 


years.  But  the  University  of  Zimbabwe 
would  have  places  for  only  2,500. 

"You  can  see  why  the  Zimbabwean  gov¬ 
ernment  will  indeed  support  the  coming  of 
this  university  to  this  country,”  he  said. 

Earlier,  the  Rev.  John  Kurewa,  a  UM 
minister  and  on-site  coordinator  for  the 
university  project,  told  the  delegates,  "The 
government  welcomes  the  idea.  In  all  the 
circles  I  know,  they  have  accepted  it.” 


'Living  letter’  delivered 

In  the  absence  of  an  official  document 
from  the  Zimbabwean  government  ap¬ 
proving  the  proposal,  Dr.  Ireson  told  the 
Reporter  that  Dr.  Kurewa,  secretary  to 
the  Zimbabwean  parliament,  was  “a  liv¬ 
ing  letter”  expressing  support. 

Dr.  Kurewa  emphasized  that  the  uni¬ 
versity  would  enable  the  denomination 
to  train  African  pastors  in  theology  root¬ 
ed  in  the  African  experience. 

Bishop  Joseph  Yeakel  (Washington 
Area),  president  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration,  said  the 
proposed  $20-million  apportioned  fund 
would  result  in  about  a  5  percent  in¬ 
crease  over  the  $400  million  budget  cap 
the  treasury  agency  had  proposed  for  the 
next  four  years. 

The  treasury  agency’s  proposed  bud¬ 
get— which  would  increase  askings  about 


Arch  rally  focuses  on  rural  crisis 


By  GLEN  LARUM 


ST.  LOUIS— Nearly  300  United  Method¬ 
ists— delegates  to  and  guests  of  the  1988 

General  Conference— gathered  last  week 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River 
under  the  arch  which  symbolizes  the  gate 
way  to  the  American  breadbasket. 

Huddled  against  a  brisk  breeze  blow¬ 
ing  from  out  of  the  nation’s  heartland, 

l|| 

they  shared  their  visions  April  27  of  a  re¬ 
newed  rural  America. 

Citing  the  prophetic  voices  of  Isaiah, 

Micah  and  Jesus,  church  representatives 
called  on  United  Methodists  to  work  to¬ 
gether  for  an  “agri-culture”— not  agri¬ 
business— that  is  “just,  participatory  and 
sustainable.” 

The  Covenant-at-the-Arch  event  was 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship,  an  unofficial  church  caucus 
that  lobbies  on  behalf  of  rural  ministries. 

The  event  called  attention  to  a  resolu¬ 
tion  before  the  General  Conference,  the 
top  UM  legislative  body,  addressing  U.S. 
agriculture  and  rural  communities  in 
crisis. 

Movement  beginning  across  land 

The  Rev.  Melvin  E.  West  called  the 
event  at  the  arch  “symbolic  of  a  move¬ 
ment  that  is  beginning  across  our  land.” 

Mr.  West,  a  Missourian  and  longtime 
j-ural  ministry  advocate,  was  a  consul¬ 
tant  for  the  writing  team  of  United 
Methodist  farmers  that  prepared  the  res¬ 
olution.  The  writing  followed  six  region¬ 
al  hearings  held  over  two  years.  The  first 
hearing  met  at  a  hotel  in  the  shadows  of 
the  same  giant  arch. 

"I  think  we  are  at  the  right  place  at 
the  right  time  in  history  with  the  right 
concern,”  Mr.  West  said. 

United  Methodist  churches  are  located 
in  all  but  about  100  counties  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  he  said. 

The  resolution  calls  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  support  policies  favoring  family 
farming  and  "help  our  rural  churches  re- 
•build  broken  lives  and  communities.” 

Resolution  not  divisive 

•  The  Rev.  Harold  W.  McSwain  of  Ohio, 
^president  of  the  United  Methodist  Rural 
Fellowship,  said  of  the  resolution,  “It  is 
‘not  divisive.  It  speaks  to  the  needs  and 
"hurts  of  all  people  in  our  society.  It 
speaks  to  the  spirit  of  Shalom  that  should 
be  among  all  people.” 

An  Iowa  district  superintendent,  the 
Rev.  William  D.  Cotton,  presented  to 
church  officials  petitions  with  more  than 
15,000  signatures  of  people  endorsing  the 
Jarm  and  rural  resolution.  The  signa¬ 
tures  were  collected  from  across  the 
Xlnited  States. 

The  petitions  were  received  by  Bishop 
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ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodist  laywoman  Naomi  Christen  from  Hastings, 
Iowa,  and  Disciples  of  Christ  layman  John  Fulton  of  Indianapolis  were 
among  participants  in  a  “Covenant  at  the  Arch”  ceremony  during  the  first 
week  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 


Work  goes  on 

The  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  functions  much  like  the 
U.S.  Congress.  Petitions  to  change 
church  law  come  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  local  congregations  and 
individuals.  These  are  screened  by 
12  legislative  committees,  which 
make  recommendations  to  the  full 
body.  Final  action  on  most  legisla¬ 
tion  is  taken  during  the  second 
week  of  the  session.  The  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  convened  April  26 
and  is  scheduled  to  adjourn  May  6. 


Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas  Area),  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  UM  mission  board’s  National 
Program  Division,  and  Bishop  William 
B.  Grove  (West  Virginia  Area),  president 
of  the  church’s  social-action  agency. 
Their  two  agencies  cosponsored  the  1986- 
87  regional  hearings. 

Bishop  Reuben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area)  not¬ 
ed  that  many  participants  at  the  arch 
event  “know  personally”  of  the  cost  of 
the  economic  crisis  plaguing  rural 
America. 

He  put  the  crisis  in  a  scriptual  context, 
saying,  “Where  there  is  no  vision,  the 
people  perish,  but  where  there  is  vision, 
there  people  flourish.  There  hope  is  born. 
There  new  life  is  found.” 

He  cited  the  symbolic  vision  of  the 
prophet  Micah— that  every  man  will 
have  his  own  vine,  his  own  fig  tree— and 
said,  “We  cannot  rest  until  it  is  realised 
and  fulfilled. 

"This  is  the  reign  of  God  that  is  com¬ 
ing.  This  is  the  hope  that  lifts  our  hearts; 
this  is  the  promise  we  claim;  this  is  the 
picture  to  which  we  cling;  this  is  the  light 
that  guides  us  even  in  the  darkest  mo¬ 
ments. 

Implements  of  life,  not  death 

"We  go  on  toward  the  vision  of  a  world 
where  resources  are  spent  for  imple¬ 
ments  of  life,  rather  than  death  . . . 
where  our  precious  resources  are  spent 
for  food  production  rather  than  human 
destruction.” 

That’s  why  Christians  press  on  to  "a 
vision  of  a  world  where  none  shall  be 
afraid  of  banks  closing,  factories  closing, 
banks  foreclosing  or  streets  disclosing 
those  who  have  nowhere  else  to  go,” 
Bishop  Job  said. 


“We  must  pursue  the  vision  of  a 
healthy  America,  a  healthy  world,  where 
...  no  one  is  afraid,  because  there  is 
peace  and  plenty  and  harmony,”  he  said. 
"It  is  God’s  vision  for  all  humankind.” 

Dale  Fooshee,  a  farmer  and  rural  life 
advocate  for  the  Kansas  East  Annual 
Conference,  said,  "We  are  called  to  a 
new  vision  of  ministry,  one  in  which  the 
challenge  of  Christ  in  Matthew  25  to 
‘feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked’ 
becomes  a  living  reality. 

"The  poor  and  the  hungry  are  in  rural 
as  well  as  urban  settings  throughout  the 
world  both  within  the  continental  United 
States  and  in  the  Third  World— the  other 
debtor  nations.” 

Farmers  want  to  produce  food  to  feed 
people  throughout  the  world,  Mr.  Foo¬ 
shee  said. 

"Christian  farmers  worldwide  feel  a 
definite  call  to  be  a  farmer  just  as  surely 
as  an  ordained  clergyperson  feels  called 
(to  ministry),”  he  said. 

"The  relationship  of  farmers  to  their 
farm  and  soil  is  a  deeply  spiritual  one. 
Part  of  that  calling  is  to  be  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  food  that  is  healthful  and  afford¬ 
able  and  yet  be  able  to  sustain  the  rural 
communities  who  answer  that  call  to 
that  sacred  task. 

"Let  us  join  in  community  so  that  our 
food  production  and  distribution  system  is 
just,  participatory  and  sustainable— a  new 
vision  for  ministry  in  God’s  service.” 

Participants  at  the  arch  event  were 
led  in  singing  by  guitar-strumming  Ed 
Kail,  a  district  superintendent  from  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa.  He  composed  an  original 
song  for  the  occasion— “The  Covenant  at 
the  Arch." 


5  percent  a  year— did  not  include  the  Af¬ 
rica  university.  In  December  1987,  the 
agency  voted  to  refrain  from  factoring 
the  university  into  the  budget  until  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  delegates  had  voted  on 
the  proposal. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  treasury  agency,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  he  thought  “the  genuine 
enthusiasm  and  commitment”  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  overwhelming  vote  would 
offer  direction  to  agency  members. 

Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho  (Angola 
Area),  who  first  broached  the  university 
idea  in  October  1984,  said  the  university 
is  “a  Pan-African  dream.” 

He  said  the  thirst  for  education  in  Af¬ 
rica  is  as  great  as  the  thirst  for  the  spiri¬ 
tual  experience,  adding  that  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  educated  Christian 
leadership  in  that  continent. 

Bishop  de  Carvalho  pointed  out  that 
Africa  is  home  of  the  fastest-growing 
part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

During  the  relatively  brief  discussion  of 
the  proposal  amid  a  Saturday  morning 
plenary  session,  the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a 
delegate  from  the  California-Pacific  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  said,  “It  seems  to  me 
that  (establishment  of  a  United  Methodist 
university  in  Africa)  is  long  overdue.” 

He  urged  the  denomination’s  sustained 
support  for  the  proposal  and  pledged  the 
100-percent  support  of  his  own  congrega¬ 
tion  at  Holman  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Los  Angeles. 

“We  want  to  make  this  happen,”  he  said. 

Global  awareness  growing 

Bishop  Ole  E.  Borgen  (Northern  Eu¬ 
rope  Area)  told  the  Reporter  the  over¬ 
whelming  approval  demonstrated  “a 
growing  awareness  of  the  global  nature 
of  the  church.” 

A  British  Methodist  delegate,  the  Rev. 
John  C.  Barrett,  headmaster  at  Kent  Col¬ 
lege  in  Britain,  told  delegates,  “If  you 
vote  for  this  exciting  enterprise,  I,  for 
one,  will  be  humbled  and  inspired  by 
your  faith  and  commitment.” 

The  proposal  weathered  extensive  dis¬ 
cussions  but  encountered  almost  no  op¬ 
position  during  3-1/2  hours  of  legislative 
committee  sessions  last  week,  said  Dr. 
Ireson. 

He  credited  an  extensive  educational 
campaign  by  the  higher  education  agency 
with  answering  the  questions  raised  about 
the  proposal  during  the  past  four  years. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— Early  on,  there  was  a  bug 
in  the  new  computerized  voting  system 
of  the  1988  United  Methodist  General 
Conference. 

But  other  late-1980s  technology  ad¬ 
vancements  worked  fine. 

The  worst  fears  of  the  Rev.  DeWayne 
Woodring,  business  manager  for  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  came  true  April  26,  the 
opening  day  of  the  denomination’s  top 
policy-making  session. 

As  he  feared,  the  electronic  balloting  sys¬ 
tem  installed  for  delegates  didn’t  work  cor¬ 
rectly  during  its  initial  demonstration. 

The  system,  in  use  by  United  Method¬ 
ists  for  the  first  time,  was  intended  to  al¬ 
low  almost  instantaneous  tabulation  of 
votes  by  General  Conference  delegates. 

But,  at  first,  not  all  votes  were  being 
counted.  Total  votes  that  should  have 
registered  in  the  900s  were  showing  only 
400  or  so. 

“You  have  no  idea  how  I’ve  been  dread¬ 
ing  this  moment,”  Dr.  Woodring  told  the 
amused  but  understanding  delegates. 

Three  days  later  a  smiling  Dr.  Woodr¬ 
ing  showed  the  delegates  yards  of  com¬ 
puter  paper  with  the  balloting  program 
printed  on  it. 

Transposition  of  three  numbers  at  the 
bottom  of  the  program  had  caused  the 
system  to  malfunction.  Dr.  Woodring 
said.  A  team  of  computer  specialists 
flown  in  from  New  York  had  corrected 
the  problem. 

During  plenary  sessions  while  the  elec¬ 


tronic  voting  system  was  being  repaired, 
delegates  reverted  to  the  familiar  meth¬ 
od  of  raising  hands  to  record  their  votes. 

As  of  April  29  the  balloting  system  was 
finally  registering  votes  for  all  994  elected 
delegates.  A  9-8-7  . . .  countdown  light 
flashed  on  two  large  TV  screens  to  tell  del¬ 
egates  when  to  “cast  their  ballots”  by  push¬ 
ing  the  right  button— “1”  for  “yes,”  “2”  for 
“no”  and  “3”  for  “abstain.” 

But  even  while  the  ballot-counting 
computer  was  balking,  the  big  TV 
screens  on  either  side  of  the  elevated 
dais  worked  beautifully. 

Two  giant  TV  screens  beamed  images 
of  speakers  and  other  conference  scenes 
down  onto  the  arena  of  Cervantes  Con¬ 
vention  Hall. 

The  screens  also  projected  page  num¬ 
bers  and  other  legislative  data  to  keep 
delegates  informed  about  what  they 
were  being  asked  to  vote  on. 

Delegates  and  observers  said  the 
closed-circuit  television  system  made 
them  feel  genuinely  a  part  of  General 
Conference  action. 

Without  the  giant-screen  TV,  some 
guests  on  bleachers  in  the  back  of  the 
warehouse-style  convention  hall— about 
200  feet  from  the  speakers’  platform— 

'  would  have  seen  little. 

Hearing  conference  proceedings  was 
never  any  problem.  An  augmented  sound 
system  was  added  to  the  electronic  or¬ 
gan  which  accompanied  all  congrega¬ 
tional  singing  and  some  special  music, 
and  the  convention  center’s  regular 
sound  system  boomed  all  speeches  and 
sermons  to  the  arena’s  far  corners. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  DAILY  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE 

ST.  LOUIS— It’s  only  a  picture  of  a  bug,  but  the  1988  General  Conference 
general  manager,  the  Rev.  DeWayne  Woodring,  was  victimized  last  week 
by  an  “electronic  bug.”  The  real  bug  caused  a  delay  in  delegates’  using,  for 
the  first  time  in  a  United  Methodist  gathering,  an  electronic  voting  appara¬ 
tus  which  tallied  and  displayed  totals  almost  instantly. 


the  proposal  during  the  past  four  years.  tus  which  tallied  and  displayed  totals  almost  instantly. 

Missional  priority  report  marks 
ethnic-minority  church  progress 

$57  million  raised;  gains  cited  in  new  congregations 9  buildings 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ST;  LOUIS— After  prime-time  appear¬ 
ances  on  the  agendas  of  four  consecutive 
General  Conferences— 1976, 1980, 1984  and 
1988— the  denomination’s  missional  priori¬ 
ty  on  the  ethnic-minority  local  church 
made  its  final  appearance  April  30. 

The  United  Methodist  Missional  Prior¬ 
ity  Coordinating  Committee  presented  a 
13-minute  videotape  along  with  verbal 
reports  to  conclude  the  current  priority 
known  as  "Developing  and  Strengthening 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  for 
Witness  and  Mission.” 

The  committee  reported  that  during 
the  past  12  years,  more  than  $57  million 
has  been  raised  and  allocated  through 
the  missional  priority  fund.  More  than 
$40  million  has  been  allocated  through 
denominational  agencies,  the  other  $17 
million  through  annual  conferences. 

The  committee  also  gave  this  statisti¬ 
cal  report,  based  on  data  from  41  of  the 
church’s  73  conferences  in  the  United 
States: 

•  116  new  ethnic  congregations 
formed; 

•  85  ethnic  congregation  buildings  con¬ 
structed; 

•56  parsonages  for  ethnic  congrega¬ 
tions  built; 

•  289  ethnic-minority  elders  ordained; 

•  21  ethnic-minority  diaconal  ministers 
consecrated. 

‘What  the  church  can  be’ 

The  video  production  highlighted  in¬ 
creased  participation  within  the  denomina¬ 
tion  by  Asians,  blacks,  Hispanics  and 
Native  Americans— “a  preview  of  what  the 
general  church  can  be,”  in  the  words  of  the 
missional  priority  committee  chairman, 
the  Rev.  Joel  Martinez,  delegate  from  the 
Rio  Grande  Annual  Conference. 

The  12-year  UM  misional  priority  was 
mandated  by  General  Conference  “in 
hopes  that  the  church  could  become 
whole,  with  all  its  ethnic  and  minority 
persons  and  congregations  being  active 
parts  of  the  denomination.” 

Ethnic-minority  concerns  were  first 
made  a  priority  in  1976  and  were  contin- 


STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

ST.  LOUIS— Donald  Hayashi,  lay  del¬ 
egate  from  the  Califomia-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  recounted  some 
long-term  gains  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missional  priority  on  the  ethnic 
minority  local  church  during  delibera¬ 
tions  Saturday  morning,  April  30. 

ued  by  the  1980  General  Conference  as  a 
part  of  a  package  for  ethnic-minority 
United  Methodists. 

But  in  1984  the  church  recognized  "the 
work  of  the  church  is  yet  undone  and 
must  be  completed  if  minority  persons 
and  congregations  are  to  remain  whole 
and  active  parts  of  the  denomination.” 

Donald  L.  Hayashi,  a  delegate  from 
the  Califomia-Nevada  Annual  Confer- 


:s 

ence,  told  the  1988  General  Conference 
that  there  are  other  significant  achieve¬ 
ments  of  the  missional  priority: 

•  Ethnic  minorities  are  more  actively 
participating  and  serving  in  leadership 
roles  at  annual-conference  and  general- 
church  levels; 

•  Many  white  congregations  now  can 
visualize  new  opportunities  for  ministry 
among  ethnic  minorities,  which  in  turn 
has  enabled  the  whole  church  to  have  re¬ 
newed  vision  for  church  growth. 

“Ethnic-minority  sisters  and  brothers 
feel  the  affirmation  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  for  their  ministry  as  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  connection,”  Mr. 
Hayashi  said.  “With  the  achievement  as 
a  foundation  and  with  continued  efforts, 
we  can  become  an  inclusive  growing,  vi¬ 
tal  witness  for  Jesus  Christ.” 

Special  gifts  praised 

Becky  Thompson,  a  delegate  from  the 
Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  Confer¬ 
ence,  praised  denominational  agencies 
for  increasing  financial  gifts  to  special 
programs,  such  as  scholarships  for  His¬ 
panic,  Asian  and  Native  American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  students. 

"Over  1,600  people  have  been  assisted 
by  this  program,”  Ms.  Thompson  said. 
"They  will  continue  to  make  an  indelible 
impression  on  the  life  of  the  church  in 
this  country  for  many  years.” 

Betty  Henderson,  a  reserve  delegate 
from  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference,  concluded  the  report  with  a 
plea  to  delegates  to  "give  leadership 
back  home  in  the  annual  conference  and 
be  an  advocate  for  the  continuation  of 
the  ethnic  ministries  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.” 

“The  process  of  incorporation,  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  comprehensive  plans,  the 
general-agencies’  responses  ...  the  fund¬ 
ing  from  [the]  World  Service  [budget 
fund]  for  projects  and  grants  will  have 
limited  impact  if  not  accompanied  by  a 
will  to  be  one  in  Christ,  an  inclusive 
church,  coupled  with  intentionally  on 
the  part  of  each  delegate  to  give  leader¬ 
ship  back  home  in  the  annual  conference, 
to  be  an  advocate  for  incorporation  and 
an  interpreter,”  she  said. 
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Psalter  falters  but  hymns  strike  chord 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

ST.  LOUIS— The  hymns  section  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism's  new  hymnal  had  relatively 
easy  going  during  the  first-week  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 

But  the  psalter  (Psalms)  section  ran 
into  trouble. 

All  114  Psalms  scheduled  for  inclusion 
have  been  altered  by  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee  to  remove  masculine 
pronouns  in  reference  to  God. 

But  the  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  handling  the  hymnal  committee 
report  last  week  restored  the  third-person 
possessive  pronoun  '‘his”  to  34  Psalms. 

For  example.  Psalm  3:4  would  have 


read:  "I  cry  aloud  to  the  Lord  who  an¬ 
swers  me  from  the  holy  hill.”  The  legis¬ 
lative  committee  changed  it  to  read  . . . 
"from  his  holy  hill." 

Speaking  for  the  majority  favoring  the 
change,  the  Rev.  Riley  B.  Case,  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  North  Indiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  said,  “What  we’ve  been  hearing 
most  out  in  the  church  is  Please  don’t 
change  the  Bible.’  The  truth  is  that  this 
proposed  psalter  has  no  pronouns  for 
God.  It  is  a  depersonalized  God.” 

Langugage  has  been  a  bone  of  conten¬ 
tion  since  the  Hymnal  Revision  Commit¬ 
tee  began  in  early  1985.  The  hymns 
section  of  the  book,  approved  unani¬ 


mously  with  only  one  addition  (“Lord  of 
the  Dance")  by  the  109-member  legisla¬ 
tive  committee  assigned  to  review  the 
hymnal  proposal,  is  a  mixture  of  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns  and  new  hymns,  altered 
language  and  familiar  texts. 

The  Rev.  Beryl  Ingram-Ward,  a  re¬ 
serve  delegate  from  the  Pacific  North¬ 
west  Annual  Conference  and  member  of 
the  hymnal  committee,  was  forceful  but 
unsuccessful  in  urging  the  legislative 
panel  to  approve  the  psalter  with  no 
changes. 

"This  psalter  is  the  crowning  glory  of 
this  book,"  she  said.  “It  is  free  of  gender 
language  for  God  and  is  inclusive  of  hu¬ 


manity.  Women,  especially,  tell  me  how 
much  they  appreciate  not  having  to  deal 
with  sexist  language." 

But  the  sentiments  of  people  like  Bill 
Hatcher,  a  delegate  from  the  South  Geor¬ 
gia  Annual  Conference,  won  the  day. 

""I'm  sensitive  to  the  fact  that  the 
masculine  language  offends  some,  but 
there  are  some  who  are  equally  offended 
if  the  language  is  removed,”  he  said.  “If 
we  make  these  few  changes  we’ve  an¬ 
swered  the  concern  and  retained  the  flow 
and  integrity.  We’ve  changed  34  psalms, 
but  that  still  leaves  you  90-plus  that  you 
can  use.” 


Theological  pluralism:  No  easy  answers 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  At  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  the  1988  United  Methodist  General 
Conference,  the  Faith  and  Mission  legislative  committee  approved  a  substantially 
revised  version  of  the  proposed  doctrinal  statement  and  recommended  its  inclusion 
in  the  Book  of  Discipline.  If  the  full  General  Conference  approves  that  recommen¬ 
dation,  that  statement  would  replace  the  Discipline’s  Part  II.  A  followup  proposal 
by  the  legislative  committee  would  create  a  churchwide  study  designed  to  involve 
every  United  Methodist  in  serious  doctrinal  study  and  reflection  on  "our  theological 
task”  during  the  coming  four-year  period.  The  legislative  committee  also  received  a 
proposed  statement  on  the  mission  of  the  church  but  didn’t  recommend  its  inclusion 
in  the  Discipline.  That  document  is  being  proposed  for  referral  to  two  general- 
church  agencies  for  continued  study. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— The  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  legislative  committee  on  Faith  and 
Mission  took  a  brief  recess  April  27  dur¬ 
ing  its  second  day  of  attempting  to  “per¬ 
fect”  a  proposed  new  doctrinal 
statement  for  United  Methodists. 

As  the  86  committee  members 
stretched  their  legs  and  took  a  welcome 
breather,  a  mood  of  seriousness — even 
concern— was  evident  in  their  faces. 

They  weren’t  yet  bogged  down  in  their 
painstaking  task  of  paragraph-by-para- 
graph  review  of  the  10,000  word  state¬ 
ment  being  propoposed  to  replace  Part 
n  in  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

It  was  increasingly  apparent,  howev¬ 
er,  that  differences  over  such  pivotal  is¬ 
sues  as  “theological  pluralism”  and  the 
relationship  of  Scripture,  tradition,  expe¬ 
rience  and  reason  were  not  going  to  be 
quickly  or  easily  resolved. 

No  one  was  more  obviously  concerned 
than  the  group’s  elected  chairman,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford,  a  delegate 
from  the  Western  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference.  He  gently  but  frequently  re¬ 
minded  his  committee  about  the  need  to 
“get  on  with  it.” 

After  all,  “we  have  another  document 
(a  proposed  theology  of  mission  state¬ 
ment)  to  consider,”  he  warned. 

So  as  the  Duke  Divinity  School  theol¬ 
ogy  professor  mingled  during  the  recess, 
the  consoling  words  of  committee  mem¬ 
ber  and  professional  colleague,  the  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Wogaman  of  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary,  seemed  a  fitting  perspec- 


“You’re  doing  a  good  job,  Tom,”  Dr. 
Wogaman,  a  delegate  from  the  Balti¬ 
more  Annual  Conference,  said  to  him 
during  a  brief  encounter  in  the  crowded 
meeting  room.  “It  [the  process  of  per¬ 
fecting  the  statement]  is  just  going  to  be 
‘three  yards  and  a  cloud  of  dust.’  ” 

‘Grinding  it  out’ 

The  familiar  allusion  to  former  Ohio 
State  coach  Woody  Hayes’  brand  of 
"grind  it  out"  football  aptly  described 
the  Faith  and  Mission  committee’s  pro¬ 
cess:  nothing  fast  or  fancy,  just  deliber¬ 
ately  and  carefully  "moving  the  ball 
down  the  field.” 

In  this  case  the  “ball”  was  a  document 
that  has  drawn  mixed  reviews  since  its 
completion  last  fall  as  mandated  by  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

Its  lack  of  any  explicit  reference  to 
“theological  pluralism”  and  its  strong 
emphasis  on  the  “primacy  of  Scripture,” 
have  alarmed  those  who  view  it  as  a  too- 
sharp  divergence  from  the  present  doc¬ 
trinal  statement  first  adopted  in  1972. 

But  proponents  have  maintained  that 
dropping  references  to  pluralism  and  a 
stouter  emphasis  on  Scripture  are  just 
what  the  doctor— and  grass-roots  church 
members— have  ordered. 

Now,  with  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  session,  it  was  time  to  move  the 
ball  “down  the  field,"— that  is,  for  this 
legislative  committee  somehow  to  reach 
a  meeting  of  divergent  minds  and  make 
its  recommendation  to  the  full  session  of 
General  Conference. 


Dr.  Langford  set  the  tone  for  that  ef¬ 
fort  when  he  told  the  committee  he 
hoped  its  work  would  “model  doing  the¬ 
ology"  to  the  church  at  large. 

Committee  members  responded  with  a 
non-stop  outpouring  of  probing  questions 
and  insights,  respect  for  the  views  of  oth¬ 
ers  and  expressions  of  concern  that  all 
who  were  on  the  committee— ranging 
from  theology  professors  to  homemak¬ 
ers— be  given  a  chance  to  be  heard. 

At  one  point  Dr.  Langford  encouraged 
people  who  were  more  hesitant  to  speak 
than  “those  of  us  who  do  this  sort  of 
thing  all  the  time”  to  speak  out. 

At  another  point,  a  female  member  of 
the  committee  asked  the  group:  “Are  you 
aware  of  an  intimidation  factor,  that 
during  one  half-hour  period,  no  one  spoke 
but  theological  professors,  and  that  dur¬ 
ing  a  one-hour  slice  of  time,  the  over¬ 
whelming  number  of  speakers  were 
white  men?” 

There’s  no  ‘just  anything’ 

Rhoda  Anne  Peters,  a  delegate  from 
the  Louisville  Annual  Conference,  stated 
her  concern  about  people  referring  to 
themselves  as  “just  a  layperson.” 

“In  our  baptism,  we’re  all  Christians 
and  ministers  together,” 
she  said.  “There’s  no  ‘just  anything’ 
among  Christians.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  L.  Carder,  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Holston  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  reminded  the  committee  of  the 
perils  of  its  task  as  it  tried  to  reach  con¬ 
sensus  about  a  new  doctrinal  statement 
for  United  Methodists. 

“It’s  the  nature  of  theology  to  be  in 
tension  and  paradox,  trying  to  articulate 
that  which  is  beyond  articulation,”  Mr. 
Carder  said. 

He  added.  “But  we  often  do  theology 
motivated  by  a  desire  to  remove  that 
tension.  The  outcome  is  to  make  the  par¬ 
tial  ultimate  and  to  make  nothing  ulti¬ 
mate.  Both  doctrinal  rigidity  and 
doctrinal  indifferentism  are  forms  of 
faithlessness.” 


Africa  vote  forces  reopening  of  budget 


By  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Edior 

ST.  LOUIS— Approval  of  the  Africa 
Higher  Education  Initiative  April  30  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue) 
made  it  necessary  that  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  treasury  agency  recon¬ 
sider  the  proposed  1989-92  budget  for  ap¬ 
portioned  funds. 

Earlier  last  week,  with  many  members 
voicing  concern  for  “the  burden  on  folks 
back  home,”  the  Financial  Administration 
legislative  committee  of  the  1988  General 
Conference  had  approved  a  budget  recom¬ 
mendation  that  would  have  provided  just 
over  $10  million  during  the  1989-92  qua- 
drennium  for  the  African  university  or 
other  (unspecified)  new  programs. 

The  African  university  initiative  calls 
for  $20  million. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 


Administration,  the  church’s  central 
treasury  agency,  came  into  this  General 
Conference  recommending  a  $399.7-mil- 
lion  budget  for  apportioned  general 
funds  over  the  next  four  years.  That’s  a 
14.65-percent  increase  over  the  current 
(1985-88)  quadrennium. 

Members  of  the  legislative  committee 
overseeing  fiscal  matters,  anticipating 
passage  of  the  African  university  proposal 
and  urged  by  some  members  to  “challenge 
our  people,”  set  the  proposed  budget  at 
$410  million,  a  17.63-percent  increase  over 
the  present  quadrennium.  That  amount  in¬ 
cludes  the  $399.7-million  as  proposed  by 
the  UM  treasury  agency  and  $10.3  million 
for  the  African  university  or  other  new 
programs. 

As  a  point  of  information,  officials  of 
the  treasury  agency  had  indicated  that 
$20-million  for  the  African  university 


would  make  the  proposed  four-year  bud¬ 
get  20  percent  higher  than  the  current  qua¬ 
drennium  budget. 

The  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  chief  executive 
of  the  fiscal  agency,  told  the  Reporter  that 
members  of  the  finance  council  would  prob¬ 
ably  begin  to  reconsider  the  budget  May  3. 

Other  than  approving  the  additional  $10.3 
million,  legislative  committee  members 
made  only  two  changes  to  the  proposed 
budget— neither  of  which  changed  the  total. 

Some  delegates’  reluctance  about  larger 
budget  increases  might  stem  from  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  1984  General  Conference. 

The  proposed  budget  for  apportioned 
general  funds  presented  originally  to 
that  session  was  32  percent  larger  than 
the  budget  of  the  previous  quadrennium. 
After  a  difficult  debate,  including  at¬ 
tempts  to  reduce  the  increase  even 
more,  the  increase  was  set  at  26  percent. 


In  its  efforts  to^avoid  those  twin  dan¬ 
gers  while  perfecting  the  proposed  new 
statement,  the  committee  reviewed 
some  75  petitions  from  individual  church 
members,  congregations  and  organiza¬ 
tions  related  to  the  church’s  doctrinal 
teachings. 

It  also  invited  two  members  of  the 
committee  that  drafted  the  new  state¬ 
ment— the  Rev.  Richard  Heitzenrater 
and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ogletree— to  con¬ 
sult  as  needed  to  help  answer  questions 
and  to  assist  in  assuring  consistency  of 
language  and  intention. 

Dr.  Ogletree,  dean  of  Drew  University 
Theological  School,  expressed  optimism 
about  the  outcome  of  the  perfecting  pro¬ 
cess,  with  its  maze  of  amendments,  addi¬ 
tions  to  and  subtractions  from  the 
proposed  statement. 

“When  people  start  sewing  patches  on 
a  quilt,  they  begin  to  believe  the  quilt  is 
theirs,”  he  said. 
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ST.  LOUIS— 1988  General  Conference  music  director  the  Rev.  Carlton  R. 
Young  (right)  and  opening-day  organist  Charles  Webb  rest  briefly  from  mu¬ 
sical  duties  to  watch  a  report  on  the  nearby  oversized  TV  monitor. 


tive. 


WILL  YOU  SPONSOR  ME? 


PRIYADARSHINI,  age  6,  is  very 
active  and  eager  to  learn.  Her  fa¬ 
ther  earns  less  than  $1  a  day. 
This  young  girl  has  been  accepted 
at  a  Christian  orphanage  in  India. 

You  could  sponsor  her  or  an¬ 
other  child  like  her  in  one  of  our 
71  Christian  orphanages  in  11 
countries  where  WORLD’S  CHIL¬ 
DREN,  INC.  administers  to  their 
needs.  The  cost:  Just  $13  a 
month.  That's  less  than  44C  a 
day  to  provide  spiritual  as  well  as 
physical  food  for  a  destitute 
child. 

You  will  recreve  full  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  child  including  photo, 
name  and  address,  plus  informa¬ 
tion  on  our  work  with  children. 
WCI  is  U.S.  government  approved 
and  donations  are  tax  deductible. 
WCI  sent  88  %  of  all  funds  re¬ 
ceived  on  to  the  children  in  1987. 
Will  you  sponsor  a  child?  Please 
write  today. 
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I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  whsrs  l 


Enclosed  Is  poyment  lor  firs*  month 

* - 


Stole  ond  Zip 


World's  Children.  Inc. 

Mrs.  Carol  Ivay.  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven.  FL  33880 

i_ l 


Mission  Society 


cleared  of  ‘interference’  claims 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodist  bishops 
last  week  absolved  the  Mission  Society  of 
United  Methodists— an  unofficial  mis¬ 
sion-sending  agency— of  charges  that  it 
interfered  with  Methodist  work  in  Peru 
and  Chile. 

But  in  an  April  28  report  to  the  1988 
General  Conference.  Bishop  Paul  Duffey, 
secretary  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  said 
Methodist  officials  in  those  and  other 
countries  continue  to  express  concern 
about  the  ad-hoc  UM  mission  agency. 

Mission  Society  officials,  who  asked  the 
bishops  to  repudiate  the  charges,  claimed 
the  continuing  allegations  are  unfounded. 

The  dispute  in  Latin  America  was  one 
of  several  topics  discussed  during  four 
years  of  talks  between  the  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  and  the  official  UM  mission-sending 
agency,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  said  Bishop  Duffey  (Louis¬ 
ville  Area).  The  talks  were  moderated  by 
a  five-member  committee  of  bishops. 

Among  decisions  awaiting  General  Con¬ 
ference  action  after  their  first  week  of  de¬ 
liberations  was  whether  to  continue  the 
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Global  Ministries-Mission  Society  talks. 
The  talks  began  under  mandate  from  the 
1984  General  Conference. 

Six  annual  conferences  have  asked 
that  the  talks  be  continued,  but  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  has  recommended  that 
"the  dialogue  be  discontinued  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  form"  (see  UMR,  April  29.) 

The  bishops  left  the  door  open  to  con¬ 
tinued  talks  by  encouraging  Global  Min¬ 
istries  to  ‘‘be  open  for  informal 
conversations  with  all  of  its  constituen¬ 
cy,  including  individuals  and  groups  . . . 
in  making  progress  in  emphasizing  evan¬ 
gelism  and  . . .  refinement  of  theological 
emphases  in  line  with  our  Wesleyan  un¬ 
derstanding.” 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  Global 
Ministries  executive,  told  the  Reporter  his 
agency  would  continue  to  invite  church 
members  to  discuss  those  issues. 

General  Conference  delegates  were 
also  considering  last  week  whether  to 
make  church  law  clear  that  UM  bishops 
may  appoint  ministers  to  the  Mission  So¬ 
ciety  posts. 

Under  a  category  in  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 


pline  known  as  "Appointments  Beyond 
the  Local  Church,”  bishops  can  appoint 
clergypersons  to  ministries  other  than 
local  churches.  But  many  bishops  have 
been  reluctant  to  appoint  personnel  to 
the  Mission  Society  because  the  1984 
General  Conference  declined  to  desig¬ 
nate  the  agency  as  an  official  alternative 
mission-sending  agency. 

The  claim  of  "interference"  dates  to 
April  1986  when  a  group  of  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  bishops  complained  that  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  mission  agency  “created  division 
and  confusion”  in  Latin  America. 

Speaking  for  the  Council  of  Bishops 
committee  which  invested  these  claims, 
Bishop  Duffey  told  the  994  delegates  in  St. 
Louis,  “These  contacts  were  reported  to 
have  begun  around  1980.  The  fact  is  that 
the  (Mission)  society  was  not  organized  un¬ 
til  February  1984.  Thus,  there  were  no  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  society  involved.” 

Charges  relating  to  alleged  interfer¬ 
ence  in  another  country— Colombia— 
were  contested  by  the  Mission  Society, 
Bishop  Duffey  said. 

"CIEMAL  (the  Council  of  Evangelical 


Continued  dialogue  asked 
by  global-issues  committee 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS— Even  though  the  General 
Conference  legislative  committee  on 
Global  Ministries  recommended  an  end 
to  the  dialogue  between  official  and  un¬ 
official  UM  mission  agencies  last  week 
(see  related  story),  it  also  asked  the  full 
1988  General  Conference  to  encourage 
the  two  groups  to  continue  talking  “in 
the  spirit  of  Christian  unity.” 

That  action  came  after  pleas  from 
UMs  representing  at  least  five  annual 
conferences  and  favoring  continuation  of 
the  official  dialogue. 

During  a  meeting  last  week  of  about 
100  delegates  and  at  least  200  observers, 
the  committee  was  prepared  to  concur 
with  a  subcommittee  recommendation 
that  the  consultation  between  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists  be 
continued. 

But  when  subcommittee  members 
were  reminded  of  last  month’s  recom¬ 
mendation  from  the  Council  of  Bishops 
that  the  talks  be  discontinued  (see  UMR, 
April  29),  some  members  indicated  they 
might  change  their  minds. 

After  representatives  from  Brazil  said 
the  Mission  Society  tried  to  evangelize  in 
countries  where  it  hadn’t  been  invited,  a 
heated  debate  surfaced. 

Finally,  the  Rev.  Gordon  Goodgame, 
committee  vice  chairman  and  a  delegate 


from  the  Holston  Annual  Conference,  sub¬ 
mitted  an  amendment  to  the  proposal. 

The  amendment  reads:  “The  General 
Conference  express  appreciation  for  the 
progress  made  in  the  dialogue  involving  the 
Mission  Society  and  representatives  of  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  .General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  and  that  in  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  these  be  urged  to  find  ways  to 
continue  talking  with  each  other  in  a  pur¬ 
suit  of  unity  and  Christian  mission.” 

After  the  vote  was  taken,  Olga  Ta- 
folla,  a  delegate  from  the  West  Michigan 
Annual  Conference,  expressed  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  many  delegates. 

"I  listened  to  the  Latin  American  bish¬ 
ops  who  spoke  to  us  today,”  she  said. 
“They  were  saying  in  a  loving  way  that 
this  conflict  between  the  Mission  Society 
and  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  is  a  North  American  United  Meth¬ 
odist  problem  that  we  have  to  solve. 

“Since  I  have  Hispanic  blood,  I  was 
hurting  for  both  of  them.  I  know  that  al¬ 
though  some  of  the  Latin  American 
Methodists  are  on  different  sides,  they 
only  want  help  in  the  struggle  to  build 
their  church.  In  our  vote,  we  have  acted 
as  good  United  Methodist  people  in  the 
spirit  of  Christian  unity.” 

The  legislative  committee  also  recom¬ 
mended  that  General  Conference  turn 
down  a  proposal  asking  bishops  to  ap¬ 
point  ordained  UM  elders  to  posts  with 
the  Mission  Society. 


Methodist  Churches  in  Latin  America) 
complained  that  Mission  Society  repre¬ 
sentatives  entered  Colombia  without 
consulting  CIEMAL,  who  was  sponsoring 
the  church  in  that  country,”  Bishop  Duf¬ 
fey  said.  CIEMAL  has  official  ties  to  the 
Global  Ministries  board. 

“The  Mission  Society  maintains  that  it 
responded  to  the  designated  leadership 
of  the  church  in  Colombia  and  believed  it 
had  acted  properly.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Vargas,  an  official 
with  the  Methodist  Church  of  Costa 
Rica— a  charter  member  of  CIEMAL— 
told  a  committee  of  General  Conference 
delegates  working  on  world  mission  is¬ 
sues  that  CIEMAL  is  a  consultative  body 
but  does  not  have  oversight  authority 
over  its  member  churches. 

Other  allegations  of  Mission  Society  in¬ 
terference,  alluded  to  by  Bishop  Duffey  in 
references  to  Brazil  and  Austria,  were  re¬ 
futed  by  Mission  Society  officials. 

The  Rev.  H.  T.  Maclin,  president  of  the 
Mission  Society,  said  his  organization  has 
no  work  in  Brazil. 

The  Mission  Society  is  working  with  the 
[Methodist]  Sixth  Region  of  Brazil  and  its 


bishop,  Bishop  Richard  Canfield,  in  a  mis¬ 
sionary  effort  in  Paraguay,  he  said. 

Mr.  Maclin  said  the  request  for  that 
help  came  in  1986  during  a  Mission  Soci¬ 
ety  meeting  in  Morristown,  N.J.,  from 
Bishop  Canfield  and  Norival  Trinidad,  di¬ 
rector  of  evangelism  for  that  region  of 
Brazilian  Methodism. 

The  Mission  Society's  policy  is  to  begin 
work  only  where  there  is  no  existing 
Methodist  missionary  effort  or  at  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  an  autonomous  church,  said 
Mr.  Maclin. 

The  Rev.  Pablo  Bogado  and  his  wife, 
Claudette,  began  missionary  work  Feb. 
28  in  Paraguay  under  Mission  Society 
auspices,  he  said. 

Julia  Williams,  Mission  Society  vice 
president,  said  the  organization  has 
pledged  $40,000  and  would  send  two  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Paraguay. 

“If  we  are  to  be  convicted  of  anything 
at  all,  it  is  starting  a  new  mission  work 
in  Paraguay,”  she  said. 

Mr.  Maclin  also  denied  claims  that  the 
Mission  Society  is  involved  with  any  dis¬ 
ruption  in  a  tiny  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregation  in  Austria. 
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On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


Scenes  from  St.  Louis 


You  can  search  the  Bible  from  cover  to  cover  *and  not  find  one  single 
mention  of  the  word  problem.  That  doesn’t  mean  there  were  no  perplexities  in 
those  days,  or  that  they  did  not  have  to  cope  with  deep,  disturbing  mysteries, 
that  hearts  didn’t  break,  that  sorrow  didn’t  smite,  that  love  wasn’t  sometimes 
unreturned. 

But  where  we  see  things  as  problems,  the  Bible  saw  them  as  experiences  to 
be  lived  through,  either  positively  or  negatively,  either  creatively  or  uncreati- 
vely. 

When  we  regard  a  thing  as  a  problem,  we  isolate  it  from  the  rest  of  the 
experience.  We  carry  over  into  personal  relations  a  mechanical  view  of  life,  as 
though  human  personality  were  a  machine  that  had  broken  down. 

For  example,  people  do  not  go  to  marriage  counselors  to  examine  and 
reform  their  whole  way  of  living,  but  simply  to  remove  this  small  piece  of  grit 
that  has  gotten  into  the  works,  as  it  were. 

Or,  to  use  another  example,  growing  up  is  not  a  problem  you  can  solve,  it’s 
an  experience  that  has  to  be  undergone.  Growing  up  always  has  some  element 
of  bewilderment,  is  never  quite  without  pain,  without  loss,  without  inward 
struggle. 

It  always,  to  put  it  in  the  words  of  the  New  Testament,  involves  a  re-birth, 
with  all  the  dismay,  the  discomfort  that  birth  entails. 

No.  Human  beings  are  not  problems  to  be  solved.  We  have  lives  to  live  whose 
edges  run  out  into  mystery,  whose  circumference  touches  the  infinite,  whose 
center  is  an  arena  of  clashing  wills  and  values. 

Problem  solvers  get  fixated  on  themselves.  Jesus  said  to  look  beyond  self. 
Faith  does  not  try  to  explain  everything  but  to  show  that  there  in  life  — 
common  ordinary  everyday  life  —  elements  of  mystery  that  are  completely 
baffling,  baffling  and  yet  real,  unanswerable,  yet  livable. 


An  Inside  View 


The  New  Hymnal  at  General  Conference 


By  RAY 

ST.  LOUIS  —  On  Tuesday,  May  3,  at 
about  noon,  the  1988  General  Conference 
approved  a  new  hymnal  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  proposed  hymnal 
was  the  result  of  three  and  one-half 
years  of  hard  work  by  the  Hymnal  Revi¬ 
sion  Committee.  Mailed  to  delegates 
weeks  prior  to  the  opening  session  of 
General  Conference,  the  proposed  hym¬ 
nal  required  the  legislative  action  of  the 
Conference. 

Though  I  had  not  anticipated  doing  so, 

I  was  involved  from  start  to  finish  in  the 
legislation  affecting  the  hymnal.  I  select¬ 
ed  Discipleship  as  my  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  because  it  deals  with  so  many 
issues  that  directly  affect  the  local 
church.  Allowed  to  serve  on  the  subcom¬ 
mittee  of  our  choice,  I  chose  the  commit¬ 
tee  that  would  deal  with  the  orders  of 
worship  (rituals),  affirmations  of  faith, 
and  prayers  in  th§  new  hymnal. 

The  109-person  committee  met  in  a 
large,  windowless  room  in  the  Cervantes 
Convention  Center.  We  elected  Rex  Be¬ 
vins,  a  savvy  General  Conference  veter¬ 
an  from  Nebraska,  as  our  chairperson, 
then  split  into  subcommittees  for  our 
primary  work.  Since  our  local  church  al¬ 
ready  used  most  of  the  new  orders,  I 
looked  forward  to  a  pleasant  discussion 
of  familiar  subjects.  John  Miles,  my 
friend  from  Arkansas,  shattered  my 
complacency  by  nominating  me  to  chair 
the  subcommittee.  Caught  off  guard,  I 
said,  “I  didn’t  come  prepared  to  chair  a 
committee.  Someone  will  have  to  help 
me  get  started.”  Several  suggestions 
came  at  once  and  we  plunged  into  our 
business. 

The  sixteen  subcommittee  members 
sat  in  a  circle.  Seated  in  a  larger  circle 
surrounding  the  committee  were  United 
Methodism’s  top  experts  on  worship. 

_The  committee  mirrored  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  diversityTQne  woman  was  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  in  Illinois;  another 
was  an  attorney  in  New  Jersey.  Men  on 
the  committee  included  pastors  and  laity 
from  every  part  of  America:  California, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Michigan,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  Virginia. 

Our  work  load  seemed  immense.  In 
the  proposed  new  hymnal  we  were  as¬ 
signed  “Word  and  Table”  for  regular 
Sunday  worship,  and  ‘‘The  Baptismal 
Covenant,”  the  ritual  for  baptism.  Order 
for  marriage,  the  funeral,  morning  and 
evening  prayer  were  included.  There 
were  affirmations  of  faith  and  many 
prayers.  Thirty-seven  petitions  from  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  individuals  were  as¬ 
signed  to  us  for  action.  Rex  Bevins  added 
to  our  anxiety:  ‘‘Finish  by  tomorrow 
night,  if  possible,”  he  urged.  We  required 
an  additional  day  to  complete  our  work. 

Two  things  seemed  clear  from  the  be¬ 
ginning:  We  would  have  to  choose  issues 
to  consider;  we  lacked  time  to  discuss 
each  word  and  phrase.  And  most  com¬ 
mittee  members  basically  supported  the 
proposed  hymnal.  There  was  good  rea¬ 
son:  The  proposed  hymnal  was  based  on 
careful  scholarship.  The  language  was 
often  beautiful.  Traditional  references  to 
the  Trinity  were  retained.  Familiar  ma¬ 
terial  was  included  along  with  the  new. 
Inclusive  language  was  tastefully  used 


BRANTON 
and  often  virtually  unnoticeable. 

The  committee  decided  to  address  sev¬ 
eral  key  issues.  We  asked,  ‘‘Can  we  reas¬ 
sure  those  who  want  continuity  with 
familiar  orders  of  worship?"  Our  older 
rituals  remain  valid  —  the  new  does  not 
rule  them  out.  Thus,  we  inserted  infor¬ 
mation  on  where  to  find  the  orders  of 
service  we  now  use  for  marriage  and  the 
funeral.  We  revised  slightly  the  current 
order  for  baptism  of  youth  and  adults 
and  inserted  it  in  place  of  one  new  order 
for  baptism. 

Some  pastors  said,  “We  need  a  brief 
order  for  infant  baptism,  to  use  on  busy 
Sundays.”  We  inserted  directions  show¬ 
ing  how  to  reduce  the  service  to  the  ques¬ 
tions  asked  the  parents,  the  act  of 
baptism  and  the  congregational  re¬ 
sponse.  As  an  option,  we  added  the  Con¬ 
gregational  response  after  baptism  now 
in  use. 

The  committee  carefully  reviewed  and 
considered  each  petition  submitted  by  an 
individual  or  a  local  church.  We  took 
them  all  very  seriously. 

The  entire  Discipleship  Committee  ap¬ 
proved  also  all  our  proposals,  so  we  sent 
them  to  the  typists  for  printing  in  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  distributed  to 
all  delegates  each  morning.  I  read  and 
re-read  our  proposals,  interrupting  the 
typists  several  times  to  correct  mis¬ 
takes. 

It  was  time  to  plan  our  presentation  to 
the  996  delegates  in  plenary  session.  Our 
Discipleship  Committee  leadership  met 
with  hymnal  editor  Carlton  “Sam” 
Young  to  discuss  every  detail.  I  was 
asked  to  summarize  our  subcommittee’s 
work  in  a  two-minute  statement  to  the 
Conference.  Then  we  joined  hands  and 
Ed  Duncan,  a  General  Conference  veter¬ 
an  from  Michigan,  offered  prayer  for  our 
church,  the  Conference  and  the  hymnal. 

I  spent  two  hours  honing  and  polishing 
my  two-minute  statement,  especially  my 
conclusion.  Once  in  front  of  a  micro¬ 
phone,  people  accustomed  to  public 
speaking  often  forget  about  time.  Those 
who  spoke  before  us  were  allotted  38 
minutes.  They  spoke  for  more  than  an 
hour.  “Cut  your  statements  to  a  minute 
and  a  half,”  Rex  Bevins  ordered.  Out 
went  my  precious  conclusion! 

The  legislative  committee  spoke  very 
briefly.  Perhaps  as  a  result,  the  General 
Conference  signaled  its  readiness  to 
vote.  Ninety  percent  voted  “yes”  to  the 
new  hymnal!  Waves  of  applause  broke 
out.  Committee  members  shook  hands. 

When  clapping  subsided,  Rex  Bevins 
called  for  applause  especially  for  the 
Hyman  Revision  Committee,  in  appreci¬ 
ation  for  its  four  years  of  work.  We  stood 
to  honor  them.  Prolonged  applause  rang 
out.  I  looked  at  Sam  Young.  Tears  were 
in  his  eyes. 

A  delegate  said,  “Let’s  sing  'O  For  a 
Thousand  Tongues  to  Sing’  in  English 
and  Spanish.”  Several  thousand  United 
Methodist  voices  answered. 

Our  new  hymnal  will  mold  the  heart- 
faith  of  a  generation.  When  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference  of  2016  consider 
the  next  hymnal  revision,  I  believe  they 
will  see  that  we  were  faithful  in  this,  our 
best  gift  to  them. 


In  Memoriam 


Edna  Thibodeaux,  wife  of  the  late  Rev. 
C.  J,  Thibodeaux,  died  April  12, 1988.  Thi¬ 
bodeaux,  her  late  husband  and  her  par¬ 
ents  vyere  instrumental  in  developing 
Methodism  in  the  Bayou  Country  of  Loui¬ 
siana  since  1890.  Her  father  was  also  a 
Methodist  minister.  She  served  as  mis¬ 
sionary  to  El  Paso  following  her  gradua¬ 


tion  from  Vanderbilt  in  the  early  1920s. 

*  *  * 

Lillie  Wilson  House,  wife  of  Rev.  Ed¬ 
win  House  Jr.,  died  April  28,  1988.  She 
was  67  years  old.  Rev.  House  is  currently 
serving  as  the  associate  minister  at  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake 
Charles. 


I — Persons  —  Churches  —  Events — | 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baker  will  hold  revival  services  May  13-15. 
The  guest  preacher  is  Dr.  Donald  E. 
Demaray,  Fisher  Professor  of  Preaching 
at  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  in  Wil- 
more,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Demaray  has  been 
involved  in  missions  work  in  Japan, 
South  Africa.  England,  Scotland,  Canada 
and  North  Ireland.  The  services  will  be 
kicked  off  with  a  covered  dish  dinner  and 
then  followed  by  a  preaching  service. 
Child  Evangelism  will  work  with  children 
in  grades  1-6.  Rev.  Leon  Boggs  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  at  First  UMC  Baker. 

Horseshoe  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria  observed  Heritage 
Sunday  by  the  singing  of  Wesley  hymns 
and  learning  of  the  history  of  each  hymn 
at  the  morning  worship  service.  Six 
members  were  received  and  a  baptism 
was  given.  The  church’s  history  scrap¬ 
book  was  displayed  and  also  a  gavel  that 
was  made  from  the  original  oak  tree  un¬ 
der  which  was  held  the  first  Methodist 
church  meeting  in  Maryland.  Following 
the  service,  each  family  received  a  copy 
of  the  "Methodist  Member’s  Handbook." 


The  day  concluded  with  an  ice-cream  so¬ 
cial.  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  held  their  confirmation  ser¬ 
vice  recently.  Rev.  Nathan  Daniels  Jr., 
minister,  confirmed  seven  youth.  Shreve¬ 
port  District  Superintendent  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons  participated  in  this  sacred  service, 
as  did  some  of  the  members  of  the  con¬ 
firmation  class. 

Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin  Sr.,  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  Orleans/Houma  Dis¬ 
trict,  has  been  invited  by  the  National 
Women’s  Division,  New  York,  to  serve 
as  Regional  School  study  leader  for 
1988.  He  will  teach  the  study  theme 
"Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst”  in  the 
1988  Pacific  Regional  School  of  Christian 
Mission.  The  school  will  be  held  at  Pacif¬ 
ic  Lutheran  University  in  Tacoma,  Wash¬ 
ington  on  June  25-30.  Dr.  Calvin  is  one  of 
52  study  leaders  selected  nationwide  to 
teach  Regional  Schools  around  the  na¬ 
tion.  He  attended  the  national  orienta¬ 
tion  session  earlier  this  year. 


Harvest  of  Hope  Registration 
Deadline  Nears  for  Participants 


A  new  video  tape  on  the  Harvest  of 
Hope  and  an  excellent  new  youth-orient¬ 
ed  slide/tape  presentation  on  last  year’s 
Louisiana  event  are  available  through 
the  Conference  Resource  Center.  Al¬ 
though  the  registration  deadline  has  been 
extended  to  May  16,  time  is  short. 

Information  may  be  obtained  from 


Rev.  Bill  Willis,  (318-389-5762),  or  from 
Rev.  Rob  Weber,  (318-965-2273);  or  in  or¬ 
der  to  expedite  matters  registration 
forms  can  be  obtained  by  phoning  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  St.  Andrew  at  (804)  299-5956. 

We  are  looking  forward  to  two  great 
events  during  the  weeks  of  June  26  and 
July  17. 


WORKING  HARD  —  Chairperson  of  the  Lay  Delegation,  Nancy  Carruth,  left,  and 
Chairperson  of  the  Clergy  Delegation,  Tracy  Arnold,  right,  are  hard  at  work  with  the 
other  Louisiana  delegates  seated  at  their  table  at  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 


TAKING  TIME  OUT  —  Bishop  Noah  Moore,  center,  and  his  daughter,  along  with 
Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  right,  greet  friends  at  the  Reception  of  Bishops.  Bishop  Moore  is 
the  former  bishop  of  the  former  Central  Jurisdiction  and  now  resides  in  Atlantic  City, 
New  Jersey.  Matheny  is  the  President  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 


HAPPY  HOSTS  —  Pictured  in  southern  attire  are  the  hosts  for  the  1988  General 
Conference,  Bishop  and  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy.  Enjoying  the  hospitality  are  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Paul  Galloway.  Bishop  Handy  is  a  former  District  Superintendent  of  Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  and  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  from  that  position.  Bishop  Gal¬ 
loway  is  a  former  bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


SPECIAL  SERVICE  —  Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  of  Kansas,  left,  and  Bishop  Ben  Oli- 
phint,  right,  prepare  to  administer  the  Sacrament  of  Holy  Communion  at  the  Opening 
Session  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 


District  Superintendent  Don  Hall 
Receives  Honorary  Doctorate 


Merit  Scholarship  Applications 
Being  Accepted  in  our  Conference 


Applications  are  presently  being  taken 
for  the  1988  Louisiana  Conference  Merit 
Scholarship.  Two  of  these  scholarships 
will  be  presented  at  Annual  Conference, 
in  the  the  amount  of  $700  each. 

Merit  scholarships  are  awards  admin¬ 
istered  by  the  Annual  Conference  to 
United  Methodist  students  attending 
United  Methodist  colleges  or  universi¬ 
ties.  The  awards  are  funded  by  a  rebate 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  through  its 


Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships.  The 
funding  available  to  the  Board  in  any  given 
year  will  be  10  percent  of  the  Annual 
Conference’s  total  response  to  the  United 
Methodist  Student  Day  Offering  for  the 
previous  year. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  apply 
for  these  two  scholarships,  please  con¬ 
tact: 

Rev.  Debbie  Drash 
3791  Aletha  Drive 
Baton  Rouge.  LA  70814 


Donald  J.  Hall,  district  superintendent  • 
of  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  district 
and  a  1951  graduate  of  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  was  conferred  with  the  degree  Hon¬ 
orary  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Centenary 
College’s  163rd  Commencement  Satur¬ 
day,  May  7  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

The  Rev.  Hall,  Dean  of  the  Cabinet  and 
member  of  the  Centenary  Church  Coun¬ 
cil.  has  served  a  number  of  churches  in¬ 
cluding,  Wesley  Church  in  DeRidder, 
Elton,  First  Church  in  Lake  Charles,  St. 
Claude  Heights-Hope  Chapel  in  New  Or¬ 
leans.  Jefferson-St.  John  in  New  Orleans, 
David  Haas  in  Bunkie,  Rayville-Holly 
Ridge.  First  Church  in  New  Iberia  and 
St.  Paul’s  in  Monroe. 

He  serves  on  numerous  conference 
committees,  among  them  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  Budget  Committee, 
Cabinet  Liaison  to  the  Conference  Board 
of  Pensions,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Disability,  member  of  the  committee 
on  Rules  and  Regulations  and  member  of 
the  Conference  Joint  Review  Committee. 

U.S.  Senator  J.  Bennett  Johnston,  who 
gave  the  Commencement  Address,  also 
received  an  honorary  degree. 

Elected  to  the  Senate  in  1972,  Sen. 
Johrtston  is  now  serving  his  third  term.  A 
graduate  of  Washington  and  Lee  Univer¬ 
sity.  he  graduated  fifth  in  his  class  from 
LSU  Law  School. 


RECEIVING  HONORS  -  Don  Hall, 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District  Super¬ 
intendent  received  an  honorary  doctor¬ 
ate  from  Centenary  College  at  their 
recent  commencement  services. 
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Images  of  the  spirit  and  accomplishments  of  the  1988  General  Conference  can  be  A  limited  edition  of  250  numbered  reproductions  of  this  signed  pen-and-ink 
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Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— How  do  delegates  and  ob¬ 
servers  who  attended  the  1988  General 
Conference  assess  the  spirit  of  the  April 
26-May  6  meeting? 

What  do  they  think  is  the  conference’s 
most  important  accomplishment? 

During  the  last  day  of  the  General 
Conference,  the  Reporter  posed  these 
two  questions  to  numerous  people— lay 
and  clergy  delegates,  bishops  and  oth¬ 
ers— involved  with  the  meeting. 

Following  are  some  of  their  responses: 

The  Rev.  Dan  E.  Solomon  (delegate, 
Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference): 
"The  spirit  reflected  more  harmony  and 
respect  for  different  viewpoints  than  I’ve 
seen  in  recent  General  Conferences. 
There’s  been  an  earnest  effort  to  conduct 
our  business  with  real  concern  for  people 
even  though  there  have  been  expressions 
of  strong  commitment  on  many  issues. 

“In  terms  of  the  possibility  of  inspir¬ 
ing  us  for  mission  and  getting  in  touch 
with  the  global  community,  the  most  im¬ 
portant  thing  we’ve  done  is  to  adopt  the 
Africa  initiative  (see  UMR,  May  6).  It 
can  do  things  for  us  locally  to  stimulate 
missions  and  can  put  us  as  a  church  in  a 
very  positive  position  globally.” 

Beth  Anne  Long  (delegate,  Troy  Annu¬ 
al  Conference):  “Before  I  came,  I’d  been 
told  a  lot  about  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence— that  there’d  been  a  lot  of  division 
and  hostility.  This  conference  hasn’t  had 
that  hostility.  There  has  been  real 
growth  in  Christian  spirit— a  real  sense 
of  fellowship. 

“I  served  on  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  so  the 
most  exciting  and  important  thing  for 
r  e  was  the  Africa  initiative.  It  was 
passed  so  overwhelmingly! 

“I’m  just  so  glad  we  can  get  behind  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Africa.  I  think  it 
will  have  a  strong  effect  on  the  church  as 
a  whole,  especially  in  the  United  States.” 

The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker  (dele¬ 
gate,  North  Indiana  Annual  Conference): 
“I  was  anticipating  sharp  divisions.  In¬ 
stead,  we’ve  come  out  of  it  with  a  strong 
sense  of  community. 

“This  is  probably  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  General  Conferences  of  my  life¬ 
time.  People  and  churches  tend  to  come 
together  around  two  things:  common  be¬ 
liefs  and  common  task. 

“This  time  we  came  together  around 
our  beliefs.  Our  hymnal  and  our  theologi¬ 
cal  statement  will  shape  who  we  are  for 
years  to  come.” 

Helen  Rhea  Coppedge  (delegate,  South 
Georgia  Annual  Conference):  “The  spirit 
of  this  conference  has  been  like  nothing 
I’ve  ever  seen  at  others  I’ve  attended. 

“Despite  incredibly  deep  divisions  on 
some  issues,  there  was  a  remarkable 
spirit  of  unity  and  tolerance.  I  think 
that’s  because  of  all  the  people  across 


the  church  who  have  been  praying  daily 
for  thi*  General  Conference. 

“Most  important?  The  doctrinal  state¬ 
ment  by  far.  It  puts  us  squarely  in  the 
mainstream  of  our  tradition  and  is  some¬ 
thing  the  vast  majority  of  church  mem¬ 
bers  will  be  comfortable  with  and  able  to 
affirm.  It  is  something  that  affirms  what 
we  have  in  common  instead  of  what 
makes  us  different  from  each  other.” 

The  Rev.  Patricia  E.  Farris  (delegate, 
California-Pacific  Annual  Conference): 
"I  have  mixed  feelings.  In  some  areas, 
there’s  been  a  spirit  of  mutual  respect, 
cooperation  and  dialogue.  But  behind  the 
scenes  I  feel  there  are  groups  in  our  de¬ 
nomination  working  to  undermine  our 
strength— for  example,  the  efforts  to  dis¬ 
mantle  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

“The  most  important  thing  for  me,  as 
one  who  helped  write  the  ‘Perfect  love 
casts  out  fear’  statement  [responding  to 
the  Houston  Declaration],  is  the  new  doc¬ 
trinal  statement. 

“I  think  ‘Perfect  love’  helped  open  up 
the  debate  so  that  the  Houston  Declara¬ 
tion  wouldn’t  be  the  only  statement  influ¬ 
encing  the  issue.” 

Bishop  Abel  T.  Muzorewa  (Zimbabwe 
Area):  “How  was  the  spirit?  We’ve  had  a 
Christian  spirit.  We’re  not  always  Chris¬ 
tian  merely  because  we  happen  to  be  a 
Christian  body.  Our  action  on  issues  that 
are  very  controversial  could  have  tom  us 
apart.  But  they’ve  been  resolved  in  a 
very  Christian  spirit.  Love  and  charity 
have  prevailed. 

“Of  course,  approval  of  a  Christian  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa  for  the  people  called  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  is  the  most  important 
accomplishment,  in  my  view.  It  really  im¬ 
pressed  me  and  touched  my  heart  when  I 
saw  the  size  of  the  vote  and  those  who 
wanted  to  see  an  Africa  university.  That  in¬ 
dicated  a  depth  of  commitment  to  mission. 

"It’s  a  highly  economical  move  for  the 
church.  We’re  spending  more  on  finan¬ 
cial  aid  for  African  students  than  we’d 
need  to  if  they  were  being  educated  in 
Africa.  An  African  university  for  United 
Methodists  will  be  good  stewardship.” 

Mary  Grace  Lyman  (delegate,  New 
York  Annual  Conference):  “I’ve  sensed  a 
reconciling  spirit,  even  though  I’ve 
sensed  that  some  people  still  have  a  win- 
lose  attitude.  But  most  have  come  here 
in  a  reconciling  mood. 

“Efforts  to  deal  with  issues  of  econom¬ 
ic  justice  are  the  most  important  thing 
we’ve  done.  I  suppose  most  people  will 
say  the  hymnal,  and  I  applaud  that,  too. 
It  will  have  an  effect  on  people  every 
week  well  into  the  21st  century.” 

Don  Strickland  (delegate,  Texas  Con¬ 
ference):  “The  spirit  of  this  conference 


has  been  extremely  good.  It’s  been  a  con¬ 
ference  where  we  were  willing  to  deal  with 
important  issues  and  came  out  with  appre¬ 
ciation  for  and  understanding  of  each  other. 

"The  debates  on  homosexuality,  theol¬ 
ogy  and  the  hymnal  turned  out  real  well. 
However,  my  delegation  was  disappoint¬ 
ed  with  the  Shell  boycott  decision.  We 
felt  very  strongly  that  we  shouldn’t  ap¬ 
prove  the  boycott.  Lots  of  our  people  will 
be  affected  by  it. 

“The  most  important  thing  that’s  hap¬ 
pened  has  been  the  willingness  to  discuss 
issues  in  depth.  That’s  brought  us  closer 
together  and  given  us  new  appreciation 
of  each  other  as  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tians.  Approving  the  Africa  initiative 
early  in  the  conference  helped  set  the 
tone  for  that  to  happen.” 


Bishop  William  R.  Cannon  (retired): 
"There’s  been  an  excellent  spirit  of  unity 
and  cooperation.  I  think  the  conference 
on  the  whole  has  been  very  constructive 
but  less  glamorous  than  some  we’ve  had 
since  I  started  attending  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  1948. 

"In  the  long  run,  the  new  hymnal  will 
be  the  most  important  accomplishment. 
We’ll  be  using  it  for  a  long  time.” 

The  Rev.  Donna  T.  MortonStout  (Asso¬ 
ciate  General  Secretary,  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society):  “There’s  a  real 
mixture  between  those  who  are  trying  to 
be  conciliatory  and  a  few  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  open  hostility  on  the  floor.  But 
given  the  number  of  controversial  issues 


dealt  with  by  the  Church  and  Society  leg¬ 
islative  committee,  for  example,  the  at¬ 
titude  and  tone  have  been  fantastic. 

"Most  important  have  been  new  policy 
statements  in  areas  where  we  didn’t  have 
them— economic  justice,  for  example. 
Also,  I  felt  a  real  commitment  to  peace 
and  justice  through  the  support  of  a  spe¬ 
cial  offering  for  that  emphasis.  It  shows 
that  many  people  took  seriously  the  bish¬ 
ops’  study,  ‘In  Defense  of  Creation.’  ” 

John  E.  Stumbo  (delegate,  Kansas 
East  Annual  Conference):  “I  think  the 
spirit  has  been  good.  In  fact,  I  feel  in 
some  ways  that  it  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  the  last  two  General  Confer¬ 
ences.  But  I  have  some  concern  that  there 


is  greater  regionalism  in  this  General 
Conference  than  what  I’ve  ever  observed. 

“Historically,  the  divisions  have  been 
along  liberal-conservative  lines.  But  it 
looks  like  there’s  been  a  regionalistic  ap¬ 
proach  to  some  issues  that  I’ve  never  seen. 

“The  most  important  thing  systemi- 
cally  is  the  theological  statement.  By 
that,  I  mean  it  will  have  the  most  impact, 
from  top  to  bottom  in  the  church— from: 
seminaries,  boards  and  agencies  to  Sun-: 
day  school  curriculum. 

“Emotionally,  the  Africa  university  is: 
most  important.  It  satisfies  the  need  for: 
General  Conference  to  keep  our  eyes  out 
far  enough  since  we  tend  to  be  myopic  at 
times.  A  vast  constituency  can  get  a  han¬ 
dle  on  the  Africa  university.  It’s  tangible 
and  positive.” 


‘Why,’  ‘how,’  and  ‘what’s  next’  for  1988  delegates? 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“And  when  they  had  prayed,  the  place 
in  which  they  were  gathered  was  shaken; 
and  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  spoke  the  word  of  God  with 
boldness.” 


Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Romans  6:23) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  16 

Monday:  Psalms  1 
Tuesday:  Acts  1:15-17,  21-26 
Wednesday:  1  John  5:9-13 
Thursday:  John  17:llb-19 
Friday:  John  17:20-26 
Saturday:  1  John  5:14-21 
Sunday:  John  18:1-38 


l  as  REPORTER] 

Weekly  newspaper  serving  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Editor-General  Manager:  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III;  Richard  Stark,  Executive 
Assistant;  Director  of  Operations  & 
Personnel:  Daniel  J.  Louis;  Business: 
William  Bailey,  Circulation  Director; 
Richard  Beaty,  Comptroller;  Confer¬ 
ence  Editions:  Don  Small,  Assistant 
Editor;  Local  Editions:  Kay  Fielder, 
Assistant  Editor;  Editorial:  John  A. 
Lovelace,  Managing  Editor;  Cynthia 
Astle,  Douglas  Cannon,  Glen  Larum, 
Roberta  Sappington,  Stephen  Swecker, 
Associate  Editors;  Denise  Stovall,  Staff 
Writer;  Production:  Sharon  Foley,  Com¬ 
position  Manager  ;  Jean  Prall,  Journals 
Manager,  Cecil  Copeland,  Data  Pro¬ 
cessing  &  Mailing  Manager. 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  (USPS954500), 
owned  by  United  Methodist  conferences  of  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  is  published  weekly  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  Council,  2520  W. 
Commerce  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75212,  as  a  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  141-year  tradition  of  the  Texas  Method¬ 
ist  newspaper.  The  Reporter  maintains  no  official 
ties  to  the  United  Methodist  General  Conference 
or  any  of  the  denomination’s  general  boards  or 
agencies.  The  Reporter  does  serve  as  the  official 
publication  for  33  annual  conferences  that  publish 
special  regional  editions. 

The  Reporter  maintains  an  independent  editori¬ 
al  policy  aimed  at  providing  a  broad  spectrum  of 
information  and  viewpoints  consistent  with  the 
pluralism  of  United  Methodism.  Editorial  opin¬ 
ions  are  not  necessarily  those  of  the  publisher  or 
the  conferences  served  by  the  Reporter  but  repre¬ 
sent  the  views  of  the  Reporter's  editorial  staff. 
Signed  letters  and  opinion  articles  reflect  the 
views  of  the  author  and  not  necessarily  those  of 
the  Reporter  staff.  Paid  ads  are  screened  before 
acceptance  but  are  not  editorially  endorsed. 

Send  Correspondence  and 
Address  Changes  To: 

P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 
Phone:  (214)  630-6495 

(Include  mailing  label  with  address  changes) 

Individual  subscriptions:  $16  per  year  for  na¬ 
tional  edition;  rates  for  annual  conference  editions 
available  upon  request. 

Second  Class  Postage  paid  at  Dallas,  Texas. 

POSTMASTER:  Please  send  address 
changes  to  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
!p.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275. 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

They  left  homes,  jobs  and  schools,  these 
1988  General  Conference  delegates,  to 
give  the  better  part  of  two  weeks  to  gov¬ 
erning  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Why  did  they  do  it?  How  could  they  af¬ 
ford  to  do  it?  What  will  they  do  back  home 
with  what  they’ve  learned  in  St  Louis. 

United  Methodist  Reporter  staff  mem¬ 
bers  posed  those  questions  to  a  informal 
sampling  of  delegates.  Here  is  some  of 
what  they  told  us: 

Lois  M.  Runk,  a  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference  lay  delegate,  was  given  time 
away  from  her  job  as  a  diaconal  minister 
at  Westwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Cincinnati,  but  she  can’t  go  home  without 
telling  about  it. 

She  had  to  phone  in  a  pastor’s  column 
for  her  local-church  paper,  reporting  on 
her  experiences  and  the  work  of  the  994 
gathered  delegates. 

To  supplement  her  $55  per-diem  pay¬ 
ment  as  a  General  Conference  delegate, 
she  had  funds  from  a  trust  established  by 
the  late  Torrey  Kaatz,  longtime  delegate 
from  the  West  Ohio  conference. 

Mr.  Kaatz  established  the  fund  to  help 
defray  lay-delegate  expenses  to  show 
how  much  he  valued  lay  participation  in 
denominational  governance. 

Ms.  Runk  participated  in  the  legislative 
committee  that  helped  develop  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  new  doctrinal  statements.  She 
said  she  plans  to  see  that  her  local  congre¬ 
gation  studies  the  document  in  detail. 

“I  have  always  loved  the  church,”  she 


said,  “and  I  love  it  even  more,  having 
been  to  the  General  Conference.” 

Charles  E.  Todd,  a  student  at  Indiana 
University,  had  to  reschedule  his  final 
exams  to  attend  the  General  Conference 
as  a  delegate  from  the  South  Indiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

“It  wasn’t  easy,”  he  said,  “since  I  took 
most  of  my  finals  the  morning  that  I  left 
to  come  here.” 

The  Rev.  Ellen  Carter  Liotta,  reserve 
delegate  from  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  said  she  could  afford  to  at¬ 
tend  General  Conference  because  "my 
salary  is  still  being  paid,  and  I  have  a 
husband  at  home  who  doesn’t  mind  tak¬ 
ing  care  of  the  kids  while  I’m  gone.” 

Ms.  Liotta,  who  is  to  end  a  term  as 
Fairmont  District  superintendent  in 
June  and  and  begin  a  sabbatical  leave, 
said  she  would  try  to  communicate 
through  what  happened  at  the  top  UM 
legislative  session  through  her  service  on 
conference  boards  and  agencies. 

Roy  C.  Stephenson,  lay  delegate  from 
the  Memphis  Annual  Conference,  said 
General  Conference  attendance  was  “no 
real  trouble  for  me.”  He  works  in  his 
conference’s  Council  on  Ministries  office. 

But  he  added,  “The  man  I  room  with 
owns  a  drug  store,  and  he  had  to  pay  help 
to  be  here.  Another  man  I  know  is  a  den¬ 
tist,  and  he  had  to  close  his  practice  for 
two  weeks  to  be  a  delegate.” 

Mr.  Stephenson  said  he  expected  to  be 
called  on  to  speak  quite  a  bit  about  the 
General  Conference. 

“I’ll  use  opportunities  such  as  Sunday 
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school  classes  to  tell  about  it,”  he  said. 

“The  knowledge  of  the  church  and  how 
it  works  that  one  gains  from  being  here 
is  invaluable.  It’s  the  kind  of  knowledge 
that  you  can’t  get  anywhere  else.” 

Charles  Harper,  a  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  delegate,  left  two  big  jobs  to 
be  in  St.  Louis.  He’s  mayor  of  Wichita 
Falls,  Texas,  and  heads  his  own  architec¬ 
tural  firm. 

An  emergency  in  his  firm  caused  him 
to  fly  back  to  Wichita  Falls  in  the  middle 
of  the  April  26-May  6  conference.  He 
credited  his  “good  team”  back  home  with 
making  it  possible  for  him  to  attend. 

Nonetheless,  he  estimated  he  would 
spend  $100  in  phone  calls  and  $300  out-of- 
pocket. 

He  said  expected  to  give  his  first  back- 
home  report  on  the  General  Conference 
at  a  district  meeting  May  15,  then  to  var¬ 
ious  groups  at  the  annual  conference. 

Questions  he  expects  to  be  asked  most 
frequently  have  to  do  with  the  African 
higher-education  initiative,  the  denomi¬ 
national  budget,  homosexual  issues  and 
the  new  hymnal. 

Mr.  Harper  said  he  is  very  pleased 
with  the  new  hymnal  and  is  going  to 
make  a  special  effort  to  tell  people  about 
it  and  encourage  them  to  place  their  or¬ 
ders.  He  said  he  thinks  the  hymnal  will 
have  more  long-term  effect  on  United 
Methodists  that  almost  anything  else 
done  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Diaconal  minister  Margaret  Ann  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  lay  delegate  from  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference,  said  the  Gen- 


Seashell  is  sign  of  sorely-needed  celebration 


Of  all  the  memories  and  souvenirs  I 
bring  back  from  my  first  United  Method- 
ist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  I  will  treasure  | 
most  a  seashell. 

It's  an  ordinary-  | 
looking  shell,  with  ! 
striations  of  white  ! 
and  purple  slightly 
marred  by  a  light  tan 
patch  of  barnacle.  I 

From  its  outside  it  Cynthia  Astle 
appears  to  be  a  less-than-perfect  sea¬ 
shell,  with  its  ragged  edges  and  discolor¬ 
ations.  But  on  the  opposite  side,  the 
imperfections  blend  into  a  shimmering 
opalescence. 

The  seashell,  rougher  outside  than  it  is 
within,  is  more  akin  to  the  children  of 
God  than  one  might  first  suspect. 

I  acquired  the  shell  during  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  at  the  1988  General  Conference.  The 
service  was  sponsored  by  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

Organizers  got  far  more  than  they 
bargained  for  in  that  service.  About  300 
participants  packed  the  meeting  room  in 
which  it  was  held.  People  stood  along 
walls  and  peered  in  through  doorways. 


The  service  was  titled  “Celebration 
and  Renewal.” 

After  five  days  of  covering  General 
Conference  for  15  hours  a  day,  renewal 
was  something  I  knew  I  sorely  needed. 
What  I  didn’t  know  was  how  much  I 
needed  celebration. 

The  liturgy  we  shared  was  written  by 
the  Rev.  Diana  Loomis  of  the  Missouri 
East  Annual  Conference  and  the  Rev. 
Elizabeth  Lopez  Spence  of  the  New  Mex¬ 
ico  Annual  Conference. 

Their  words,  the  music  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  Clergy  women’s  Choir  and  the  in¬ 
spiring  liturgical  dance  of  Hae  Sun  Kim, 
were  streams  in  the  desert  of  our  fatigue. 

We  who  felt  so  lowly,  dragging  ourselves 
dutifully  to  worship  after  long  days  of  try¬ 
ing  to  discern  God’s  will  for  our  church 
were  exalted  beyond  all  expectation. 

The  crowning  moment  of  the  service 
was  the  renewal  of  baptismal  vows. 

At  five  stations  around  the  room,  men 
and  women  held  basins  filled  with  sea- 
shells  and  clear,  life-giving  water.  Wor¬ 
shipers  were  invited  to  go  to  a  basin,  touch 
the  water,  sprinkle  themselves  with  water, 
even  to  take  a  seashell  if  they  wished. 

The  power  of  that  moment  recalled 


the  necessity  of  water  to  earthly  life  and 
of  the  living  water  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
life  of  the  soul.  Many,  including  me,  were 
moved  to  add  to  our  worship  the  water  of 
our  tears. 

As  my  fingers  touched  the  cool  water, 
the  seashell  fit  easily  into  my  hand.  I  lifted 
it  and  poured  the  drops  of  water  over  my 
head,  renewed  by  water  and  the  Spirit. 

Not  one  who  experienced  that  moment 
was  unmoved.  We  hugged  and  wept,  and 
with  glad  and  grateful  hearts  we  repeat¬ 
ed  John  Wesley’s  “Covenant  Prayer”: 

"I  am  no  longer  my  own  but  thine.  Put 
me  to  what  thou  wilt;  rank  me  with  whom 
thou  wilt;  put  me  to  doing,  put  me  to  suf¬ 
fering;  let  me  be  employed  for  thee  or  laid 
aside  for  thee,  exalted  for  thee  or  brought 
low  for  thee;  let  me  be  full,  let  me  be  emp¬ 
ty;  let  me  have  all  things,  let  me  have 
nothing;  I  freely  and  heartily  yield  all 
things  to  thy  pleasure  and  disposal. 

"And  now,  O  glorious  and  blessed  God, 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,  thou  art 
mine,  and  I  am  thine.  So  be  it.  And  the 
covenant  which  I  have  made  on  earth,  let 
it  be  ratified  in  heaven.  Amen.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


eral  Conference  provided  an  opportunity 
for  education,  growth  and  leadership  de¬ 
velopment. 

She  is  associate  executive  director  of 
the  UM-related  Marcy-Newberry  Associ¬ 
ation  Inc.,  a  105-year-old  social-services 
agency  in  Chicago. 

She  said  she  planned  to  share  her  ex¬ 
periences  via  panel  discussions,  news  ar¬ 
ticles  and  serving  as  a  resource  person 
at  workshops. 

Jeff  L.  Good’s  high  school  principal  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  come  as  a  lay  delegate 
from  the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference, 
stipulating  that  he  obtain  signatures 
from  each  of  his  teachers. 

“I  had  to  get  all  of  my  homework 
ahead  of  time,"  he  said. 

He  said  expects  to  be  asked  to  report 
at  the  church,  district  and  conference 
levels  when  he  gets  home.  He  also  has 
two  jobs  to  return  to  that  he  left  long 
enough  to  serve  as  a  delegate. 

Mary  Ellen  Bullard,  a  delegate  from 
the  Alabama-West  Florida  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  said  her  employer  at  the  U.S. 
Bible  Resources  Study  Center  allowed 
her  time  off  to  serve. 

Not  only  that,  he  was  “all  for  it,”  she 
added. 

Her  brother,  Dr.  James  A.  Harrell  Sr., 
serves  in  the  lay  delegation  from  the 
Western  North  Carolina  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  As  a  result,  Ms.  Bullard  said,  "I’ve 
decided  that  weddings,  funerals  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  are  family  reunions.” 

Dr.  Victor  W.  Goldschmidt,  a  delegate 


from  the  Northern  Indiana  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  took  vacation  from  his  role  as  a 
professor  of  mechanical  engineering  at 
Purdue  University. 

Even  so,  he  said  he  had  to  go  back  to 
the  West  Lafayette,  Ind.,  campus  during 
the  11 -day  conference  to  give  one  lecture. 

Dr.  Goldschmidt  calculated  he  spent 
175  to  250  hours  preparing  for  General 
Conference.  He  listed  those  tasks  and 
hours  under  six  headings:  Petitions  and 
resolutions,  delegation  meetings,  self 
study,  group  study,  contacts  with 
churches  and  "other  correspondence.” 

Corn  farmer  Marian  Sayers  of  Hum¬ 
boldt,  Iowa,  campaigned  actively  for 
election  a  year  ago  as  a  lay  delegate 
from  the  Iowa  Annual  Conference. 

“We  finished  planting  corn  before 
leaving  Iowa,”  she  explained.  “We  have 
a  son  who  works  in  Humboldt  but  will  be 
preparing  fields  for  beans  on  evenings 
and  weekends,  so  beans  will  be  planted 
when  we  get  home.” 

As  for  her  participation,  she  said,  “I’m 
impressed  how  we  grass-roots  people 
can  truly  be  heard.  I  also  find  it  exciting 
to  be  a  part  of  the  9  1/2-million-member 
family.  Sometimes  we’re  so  involved  in 
our  own  little  world  we  forget  the  total 
of  which  we  are  a  part.” 

Staff  members  Cynthia  Astle,  Denise 
Johnson  Stovall  and  Stephen  L.  Swecker 
and  Lillian  Sills,  editor  of  the  North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference  edition  of  UMR, 
contributed  to  this  report. 
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Missionaries  of  The  United 
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Delegates  bless  ‘doctrinal  house’ 

United  Methodists  called  to  draw  ‘blueprints’  via  theological  reflection 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodists  have  a 
new  perspective  on  the  “doctrinal  house 
we  live  in  as  a  community  of  faith.” 

They  also  have  a  challenge  to  draw 
"blueprints  for  new  rooms  to  that  house” 
by  means  of  theological  reflection. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Langford  used 
that  imagery  to  describe  the  adoption 
last  week  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  a  new  doctrinal  statement  for 
United  Methodists. 

The  statement  challenges  the 
church  to  engage  in  ongoing  theological 
reflection  within  the  framework  of  a 
fresh  understanding  of  "doctrinal  identi¬ 
ty,”  Dr.  Langford  said  during  remarks 
introducing  the  new  statement  to  the  top 
UM  policy-making  assembly.  It  met 
from  April  26-May  6. 

Dr.  Langford  chaired  the  86-mem¬ 
ber  Faith  and  Mission  legislative  com¬ 
mittee  that  recommended  the  new 
statement  to  the  body’s  994  delegates. 

The  Duke  Divinity  School  theology 
professor  said  the  new  document  “main¬ 
tains  a  significant  degree  of  continuity” 
with  the  present  doctrinal  statement 
first  adopted  in  1972. 

He  particularly  noted  the  statement’s 
emphasis  on  Scripture,  tradition,  experi¬ 
ence  and  reason  as  sources  and  criteria 
for  theological  inquiry. 

Scripture  is  primary 

Of  these  four,  “Scripture  is  affirmed 
as  the  primary  authority,”  he  said  during 
his  introductory  remarks. 

Missing  from  the  new  statement,  how¬ 
ever,  is  any  reference  to  “theological 
pluralism.” 

Critics  of  that  term,  which  figured 


prominpntlv  in  the  1972  statement,  main¬ 
tained  that  it  has  fostered  “indifferent- 
ism”  among  United  Methodists  in 
theological  matters,  including  laxity  in 
Bible  study. 

In  place  of  pluralism,  the  new  state¬ 
ment  recognizes  the  validity  of  "theolog¬ 
ical  diversity”  provided  such  diversity 
conserves  the  identifiable  “marrow”  of 
Christian  truth. 

Despite  that  modification,  Dr.  Lang¬ 
ford  emphasized  that  “this  is  not  a  state¬ 
ment  simply  to  comfort  the  church.” 

Rather,  he  said,  “It  is  also  a  challenge 
to  our  church”  to  heed  the  General  Con-, 
ference’s  example  of  doing  theological 
exploration  (see  UMR,  May  6,  for  report 
on  the  committee  at  work). 

Churchwide  study  approved 

In  that  connection,  delegates  approved 
the  first  part  of  a  separate  two-part  pro¬ 
posal  aimed  at  promoting  churchwide 
theological  study. 

The  approved  section  calls  for  "a 
study  to  engage  every  United  Methodist 
during  the  next  four  years  in  serious  dis¬ 
cussion  of  our  doctrinal  standards.  ...” 
The  study  is  to  be  developed  and  imple¬ 
mented  by  the  Council  of  Bishops. 

However,  delegates  voted  down  the 
second  part  of  the  proposal.  That  part 
would  have  authorized  a  25-member 
study  commission  to  refine  the  new  doc¬ 
trinal  statement  and  to  promote  its  use. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  conference,  how¬ 
ever,  delegates  approved  a  petition  to 
create  a  legislative  committee  on  Faith 
and  Mission  for  the  1992  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Louisville,  Ky.  That  committee  is 
to  be  responsible  for  refining  the  new 
doctrinal  statement. 

The  statement  itself  was  approved  by 


separate  votes  on  each  of  its  four  parts  by 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  delegates. 

The  document  that  was  voted  on  con¬ 
tained  numerous  legislative  committee 
revisions  of  a  10,000-word  report  by  a 
study  committee  mandated  by  the  1984 
General  Conference. 

A  heavily  debated  attempt 

However,  all  attempts  to  revise  the 
committee’s  document  on  the  floor  of  the 
full  conference  were  unsuccessful. 

The  most  heavily  debated  attempt  was 
a  motion  by  the  Rev.  J.  Philip  Wogaman, 
a  delegate  from  the  Baltimore  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  eth¬ 
ics  professor  moved  to  insert  in  the  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  document  headed  “Scripture” 
a  sentence  recognizing  that  the  Bible 
contains  “expressions  of  human  and  cul¬ 
tural  limitations.” 

“’It  never  hurts  to  be  honest  about 
really  basic  things,”  Dr.  Wogaman  said 
in  support  of  his  motion. 

The  amendment  was  voted  down  by  a 
498-454  margin  following  vigorous  ex¬ 
pressions  of  opposition. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  Texas  Annual  Conference, 
objected  to  “that  kind  of  abrasive  state¬ 
ment  in  the  Discipline.” 

“We  have  to  be  sensitive  to  where  our 
people  are,”  said  Dr.  Hinson,  one  of  sev¬ 
en  pastors  who  last  fall  initiated  the 
Houston  Declaration. 

That  document,  endorsed  by  some 
17,000  UM  pastors  and  more  than  50,000 
laypeople,  was  one  of  the  first  organized 
ad  hoc  expressions  of  support  for  empha¬ 
sizing  the  "primacy  of  Scripture”  in  the 
new  doctrinal  statement. 

A  seminary  professor  and  active 
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General  Conference 
conducts  its  work 

ST.  LOUIS— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  concluded  its  business  May  6 
after  10  days  of  debate  and  late 
nights.  Above,  a  delegate  waves  an 
orange  placard  as  she  attempts  to 
be  recognized  to  speak  on  an  issue. 
At  left,  a  delegate  succumbs  to  fa¬ 
tigue  and,  taking  off  his  glasses  dur¬ 
ing  a  recess,  rests  his  head  atop  the 
“Daily  Christian  Advocate,”  the 
General  Conference’s  daily  publica¬ 
tion  of  agenda  and  proceedings. 


member  of  the  Faith  and  Mission  com¬ 
mittee  who  spoke  on  condition  that  he 
not  be  identified  and  who  wasn’t  aligned 
with  the  Houston  Declaration  confessed 
privately  that  the  reaction  to  the  decla¬ 
ration  had  influenced  the  new  doctrinal 
statement. 

He  cited  as  an  example  the  restoration 
of  the  trinitarian  formula,  “Father,  Soi 
and  Holy  Spirit”  to  the  new  document. 

He  said,  however,  that  he  was  unaware 
of  any  "deals”  or  "trade-offs”  as  a  result 
of  the  declaration’s  influence.  To  the 
contrary,  he  said  that  the  legislative 
committee  was  “remarkably  unified”  on 
the  final  document. 

Indeed,  the  overall  mood  of  delegates 
was  satisfaction — and,  in  a  few  cases, 
downright  joy—  with  the  new  document. 

“My  heart  is  dancing,”  said  Dr.  Victor 
W.  Goldschmidt,  a  delegate  from  the 
North  Indiana  Annual  Conference. 

"I  never  thought  as  a  layperson  that 
I’d  be  excited  with  doctrinal  state¬ 
ments,”  Dr.  Goldschmidt  said.  “I  want  to 
commend  the  committee  for  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  a  more  central 
place.” 

Another  delegate,  the  Rev.  E.  Dale 
Dunlap  of  the  Missouri  West  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  praised  the  legislative  commit¬ 
tee's  work. 

“It  is  my  judgment  that  nothing  short 
of  a  miracle  has  occurred  in  the  han¬ 
dling”  of  the  statement,  Dr.  Dunlap  said. 
He  added:  “It  identifies  our  distinctive¬ 
ness:  a  bridge  between  reformed  and 
[Roman]  Catholic  theology.” 

Dr.  Hinson  echoed  a  similar  enthusi¬ 
asm. 

“I’m  happy  with  it,  you  bet,”  Dr.  Hin¬ 
son  said.  “It  has  United  Methodism  writ¬ 
ten  all  over  it.” 

Dr.  Langford  pointed  out  that  the  es¬ 
tablished  doctrinal  standards  of  United 
Methodism  are  the  Articles  of  Religion 
of  The  Methodist  Church,  the  Confession 
of  Faith  of  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  Church,  John  Wesley’s  Stand¬ 
ard  Sermons  and  Wesley’s  “Explanatory 
Notes  on  the  New  Testament.” 

The  latter  two  had  been  dropped  from 
the  proposed  new  statement.  But  the 
Faith  and  Mission  legislative  committee, 
which  reviewed  the  statement,  restored 
them  to  the  document  that  the  General 
Conference  eventually  approved. 

Appointments 
to  mission  unit 
remain  option 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

~ST.  LOUIS— Delegates  to  the  1988 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
last  week  left  it  to  individual  bishops 
whether  to  appoint  ordained  United 
Methodist  clergy  to  an  unofficial  mission 
society. 

By  a  615-314  vote,  delegates  affirmed 
the  conference  Global  Ministries  legisla¬ 
tive  committee’s  recommendation  that 
elders  not  be  appointed  to  the  Mission 
Society  for  United  Methodists  (see  UMR, 
May  6).  Since  this  is  only  a  recommenda¬ 
tion  and  not  a  prohibition,  the  option  for 
individual  appdintments  remains. 

Before  the  vote,  Helen  Rhea  Cop- 
pedge,  a  South  Georgia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate,  told  the  body  that  the  1986 
General  Minutes  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  list  several  clergy  members 
serving  a  variety  of  appointments  other 
than  UM-related  fields  of  service.  She 
asked  that  the  Mission  Society  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  approved-appointment  list. 


UM  ministry  study  extended  four  more  years 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodism  will 
continue  to  study  its  ministerial  struc¬ 
ture  for  another  four  years. 

That  decision  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  was  not  made,  however,  without 
urgings  by  delegates  that  a  new  study  com¬ 
mission  produce  concrete  results  by  1992. 

Methodists  have  been  studying  their 
ordering  of  clergy  since  1940. 

Delegates  in  St.  Louis  voted  852  to  75 
to  receive  the  report  of  the  1985-88  Min¬ 
istry  Study  Commission. 

;  Delegates  also  received  the  Council  of 


Bishops’  response  to  the  ministry  study. 

The  bishops’  response  raised  questions 
about  connectionalism,  appointing  min¬ 
isters  and  establishment  of  a  permanent 
order  of  deacon,  as  proposed  by  the  min¬ 
istry  study  commission. 

Currently,  ordination  as  deacon  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  preliminary  step  to  elder,  the 
denomination’s  highest  order  of  ordained 
ministry,  and  to  full  membership  in  an 
annual  conference.  Most  pastors  are  or¬ 
dained  elders. 

No  sooner  had  delegates  received  the 
study-commission’s  report  than  parliamen¬ 
tary  maneuvering  ensued  over  how  the  on¬ 


going  study  group  would  be  made  up. 

The  1985-88  commission  recommended 
that  two-thirds  of  its  members  continue 
on  the  new  panel.  The  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  which  has  authority  to  appoint 
members  of  the  commission,  recom¬ 
mended  that  only  one-third  be  continued 
or  that  the  entire  study  be  referred  to  the 
Council  of  Bishops. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  a  delegate 
from  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference, 
presented  the  recommendations  of  the 
legislative  committee  that  examined  the 
report  of  the  ministry-study  commission. 

Those  recommendations  were  to  con- 
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‘ Through  Church  Windows’  debuts 

ST.  LOUIS— “Through  Church  Windows,”  an  original  musical  production 
of  Central  Methodist  College,  Fayette,  Mo.,  brought  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegates  a  look  at  the  past,  present  and  future  of  United  Methodism. 
Here  an  English  nobleman,  played  by  Charles  A.  Shultz  (right),  disparages 
John  Wesley’s  ministry  in  conversation  with  an  Anglican  priest,  played  by 
Barry  J.  Woodward  (left). 

Church  history  traced 
in  musical  production 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— A  musical  allegory  trac¬ 
ing  the  history  and  promise  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  debuted  for  dele¬ 
gates  May  1  at  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence. 

“Through  Church  Windows”  was  a  pro¬ 
duction  of  Central  Methodist  College, 
Fayette,  Mo.,  the  only  United  Methodist- 
related  undergraduate  school  in  Missouri. 

The  production  was  the  central  piece 
in  the  traditional  mid-General  Confer¬ 
ence  entertainment  sponsored  by  the 
host  area,  in  this  case  the  Missouri  Area 
made  up  of  Missouri  East  and  Missouri 
West  annual  conferences. 

Two  members  of  the  college  faculty 
created  the  production.  Donald  Eidson 
wrote  the  book  and  lyrics,  and  R.  Paul 
Drummond  composed  the  music. 

The  play  was  well  received  during  its 
two  performances — afternoon  and  eve¬ 
ning— with  some  reservations. 

Some  spectators  expressed  disappoint¬ 
ment  that  the  casting  was  not  more  ra¬ 
cially  inclusive.  There  also  was 
disappointment  that  the  casting  failed  to 
show  women  in  roles  of  responsible 
church  leadership. 


“Through  Church  Windows”  used  the 
device  of  five  allegorical  characters— 
Vision,  Scripture,  Experience,  Reason 
and  Tradition — to  guide  the  audience 
through  the  past,  present  and  future  of 
United  Methodism. 

The  play  drew  laughs  when  an  English 
nobleman,  played  by  Charles  A.  Shultz, 
said  of  John  Wesley,  played  by  Stephen 
L.  Cox,  “The  man's  talking  riddles  or 
theology— which  are  the  same  thing!” 

Earlier,  an  Anglican  priest,  played  by 
Barry  J.  Woodward,  said  of  Wesley,  “Ah, 
but  there  seems  to  be  a  ‘method’  in  his 
madness.” 

Many  in  the  audience  also  appeared  to 
appreciate  the  lyrics  of  a  comic  song 
called  “Methodist  Committees”: 

We  have  standing  committees 
And  committees  of  the  whole 
And  committees  just  to  pass  the 
time  of  day. 

We  elect  'em  and  appoint  'em 
Sometimes  we  just  anoint  'em. 

But  we  never  make  a  move  without 
their  say." 

The  27-member  cast  on  stage  was  aug¬ 
mented  offstage  by  a  250-voice  Missouri 
Area  choir  from  area  churches  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Methodist  College. 


General  Conference: 
highlights  of  actions 


tinue  the  study  commission  and  to  have 
it  start  its  work  by  Sept.  1. 

Several  delegates  expressed  concern 
over  the  continuing  failure  of  United 
Methodist  study  commissions  to  come  up 
with  a  definitive  report  on  the  ordering 
of  ministry. 

A  numbers  game  rapidly  ensued  as 
delegates  proposed  several  changes  that 
eventually  reduced  the  commission 
membership’s  ratio  to  half  veterans  and 
half  newcomers. 

Amendments  that  would  have  required 
that  the  membership  be  sexually  and 
generationally  inclusive  failed. 


Highlights  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  1988  General  Conference: 

•  Adopted  overwhelmingly  a  new 
hymnal  and  psalter; 

’  •  Adopted  a  new  doctrinal  statement, 
“Our  Theological  Task”; 

•  Adopted  a  new  mission  statement, 
"Grace  Upon  Grace:  God’s  Mission  and 
Ours”; 

•  Approved  establishment  of  a  United 
Methodist-related  university  in  Old  Mu- 
tare,  Zimbabwe.  $10  million  of  $20  mil¬ 
lion  cost  to  be  apportioned,  $10  million  to 
be  raised  through  a  World  Service  Spe¬ 
cial  fund. 

•  Affirmed  current  UMC  stands  on  in¬ 
compatibility  of  homosexuality  with 
Christian  teaching  and  against  ordina¬ 
tion  of  self-avowed  practicing  homosex¬ 
uals  but  approved  a  study  of 
homosexuality  to  be  done  by  General 
Council  on  Ministries. 

•  Heard  Bishop  Jack  Tuell,  on  behalf 


Marching  orders! 

Actions  on  major  social  issues  range  from  apartheid  to  abortion 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodists  were 
handed  their  “marching  orders”  last 
Week  on  major  domestic  and  internation¬ 
al  social  issues  ranging  from  abortion  to 
apartheid. 

On  the  80th  anniversary  of  the 
church’s  Social  Creed,  the  994  delegates 
to  the  1988  General  Conference  voted  on 
more  than  200  proposals  calling  for  ac¬ 
tion  on  many  of  the  world’s  major  issues. 

The  Rev.  Richard  S.  Parker,  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  New  York  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  chairman  of  the  legislative 
committee  that  handled  social  issues, 
told  delegates,  “Our  objective  is  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  policy  base  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  for  our  work  together  ...  as 
we  help  the  church  to  work  out  its  disci- 
pleship  in  this  real  world  in  which  we 
live. 

“None  of  us  will  agree  with  all  the  po¬ 
sitions  established  in  this  process,  but  it 


is  . . .  the  only  opportunity  we  have  to 
speak  for  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

During  the  April  26-May  6  General 
Conference— which  meets  every  four 
years— United  Methodism’s  top  elected 
legislators: 

•Overwhelmingly  approved  a  com¬ 
prehensive  policy  statement  addressing 
the  U.S.  agriculture  and  rural  crisis.  The 
statement  calls  for  policies  supporting 
an  agri-culture— not  agri-business— that 
is  “just,  participatory  and  sustainable.” 

•  Approved,  by  a  475-418  vote,  a  boy¬ 
cott  of  Shell  Oil,  the  wholly-owned  U.S. 
subsidiary  of  Royal  Dutch /Shell— the 
largest  South  Africa  oil  company. 

The  church’s  participation  in  the  boy¬ 
cott  of  Shell  will  be  delayed,  however, 
until  the  denomination’s  Judicial  Council 
determines  whether  UM  guidelines  for  a 
boycott  have  been  followed.  That  deter¬ 
mination  is  expected  at  the  October 
meeting  of  the  church’s  “supreme 
courC’ 


•  Defeated  a  resolution  calling  on 
church  members  to  support  the  United 
Farm  Workers’  boycott  of  California  ta¬ 
ble  grapes. 

•Declared  abortion  is  an  unaccept¬ 
able  means  for  birth  control  or  gender 
selection  but  defeated  a  related  proposal 
on  “responsible  parenthood.”  The  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  action  declared  “the  un¬ 
born  human  life  is  a  human  being”  and 
called  for  parents  to  be  notified  if  a  child 
was  being  treated  for  venereal  disease  or 
an  unwanted  pregnancy. 

•  Opposed  an  attempt  to  make  En¬ 
glish  the  only  official  language  in  the 
United  States,  attacking  it  as  “a  mani¬ 
festation  of  the  sin  of  racism.” 

•Approved,  for  the  first  time  in  40 
years,  major  economics-related  docu¬ 
ments  calling  for  United  Methodists  to 
advocate  equitable  solutions  to  the  debt 
crisis  and  engage  in  churchwide  studies 
of  the  global  debt  problem  and  economic 
justice. 


•  Pressed  corporations  to  end  busi¬ 
ness  ties  with  South  Africa  and  Namibia 
and  called  on  the  church  to  use  its  full 
range  of  influence  to  try  to  bring  down 
apartheid. 

•  Advocated  improved  safety  mea¬ 
sures  for  nuclear  facilities  and  opposed 
dumping  toxic  wastes  in  areas  of  heavy 
ethnic-minority  populations. 

•Recognized  the  June  celebration  in 
the  U.S.S.R.  of  the  millenial  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  and  encouraged  educational  ex¬ 
change  programs  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Rev.  Olay  Parnaments  of  United 
Methodism’s  only  organized  unit  behind 
the  Iron  Curtain,  the  Estonia  Provisional 
Annual  Conference,  cautiously  praised 
the  new  openness  toward  religion  in  the 
Soviet  Union. 

•  Pushed  for  peaceful  reunification  of 
North  and  South  Korea,  citing  the  plight 


of  families  separated  by  the  division  of 
the  Korean  peninsula. 

•  Decried  intervention  in  any  country 
by  another,  while  affirming  multination¬ 
al  efforts  to  help  achieve  self-determina¬ 
tion  for  all  peoples. 

•Urged  a  careful  study  of  the  moral 
implications  of  advances  in  genetic  sci¬ 
ences. 

•Continued  a  14-year  infant  formula 
task  force  to  monitor  and  press  compa¬ 
nies’  compliance  with  an  international 
code  on  the  marketing  of  infant  formula 
as  a  substitute  for  breast-feeding. 

•  Declared  support  for  self-determi¬ 
nation  for  Palestiniahs,  secure  borders 
for  Israel  and  the  end  to  beatings  and 
killings  of  Palestinians  by  Israelis. 

•  Called  for  vigorous  use  of  sharehold¬ 
er  resolutions  against  South  Africa  and 
urged  the  use  of  the  church’s  full  “moral 
and  corporate  resources  to  dismantle 
apartheid." 


of  Council  of  Bishops,  urge  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  reclaim  and  demonstrate  identi¬ 
ty  as  “children  of  God”; 

•  Heard  Laity  Address  national  com¬ 
petition  winner  Joan  G.  Nagle  encourage 
United  Methodists  to  accept  “high  adven¬ 
ture”  of  one-step-at-a-time  discipleship; 

•  Adopted  a  major  policy  statement, 
“U.S.  Agriculture  and  Rural  Communi¬ 
ties  in  Crisis”; 

•  Pressed  for  American  businesses  to 
cease  commerce  with  racially  repres¬ 
sive  governments  of  South  Africa  and 
Namibia; 

•  Approved,  by  a  475-418  vote,  a  boy¬ 
cott  against  Shell  Oil  Company  in  protest 
of  its  operations  in  South  Africa; 

•  Defeated  resolution  to  back  United 
Farm  Workers’  boycott  of  California  ta¬ 
ble  grapes; 

•  Approved  new  ministries  by  and  for 
older  adults; 

•  Approved  new  ministries  by  and  for 
Hispanics; 

•Opposed  “English-only”  movement 
in  the  U.S. 

•  Declared  abortion  an  “unacceptable 
means  of  birth  control”; 

•  Approved  first  major  statement  on 
global  economics  in  40  years; 

•Backed  national  self-determination 
in  two  resolutions,  one  specifically  for 
Palestinians  and  another  generally  for 
all  nations  by  opposing  military  inter¬ 
vention  in  other  countries. 

•  Advocated  improved  safety  stand¬ 
ards  for  nuclear  power  plants; 

•  Upheld  General  Board  of  Global 
Missions  as  official  missionary-sending 
agency  of  UMC  but  also  approved  a 
study  to  determine  feasibility  of  moving 
board  offices  from  New  York  City; 

•  Paved  the  way  for  division  of  four 
episcopal  areas:  Atlanta,  Birmingham, 
Dallas-Ft.  Worth  and  Indiana,  pending 
decisions  at  five  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences  this  summer; 

•  Received  report  of  1985-88  ministry 
study  commission  and  authorized  contin¬ 
uation  of  study  group  another  four  years; 

•  Affirmed  historic  trinitarian  formu¬ 
la,  “Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit,”  in  ordi¬ 
nation  of  clergy. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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Conference  sings 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— Twenty  years,  almost  to 
the  day,  after  its  founding  the  United 
Methodist  Church  got  its  first  hymnal. 

At  high  noon  May  3,  delegates  to  the 
1988  General  Conference  set  off  a  stand¬ 
ing  ovation  and  embraces  too  numerous 
to  count  as  they  voted  893-69  to  adopt,  al¬ 
most  without  change,  the  book  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Hymnal  Revision 
Committee. 

First  copies  of  the  new  book  are  ex¬ 
pected  by  October  1989  at  a  pre-publica¬ 
tion  price  of  $10.50.  Regular  price  is 
expected  to  be  $11.95. 

Delegates  were  assured  that  the  book, 
though  containing  more  hymns  and 
pages  than  the  current  book,  would 
weigh  only  4  ounces  more  and  would  fit 
into  pew  racks.  This  announcement  was 
greeted  by  laughter  and  light,  apprecia¬ 
tive  applause. 

Principal  changes  from  the  report  by 
the  legislative  committee  that  examined 
the  proposed  hymnal  shortened  sections 
of  such  rituals  as  infant  baptism  and 
weddings  and  added  the  third-person 
masculine  pronoun  “his”  to  specific 
verses  in  33  Psalms. 

The  new  book’s  hymns  section— subject 
of  unexpectedly  wide  attention  from  sec¬ 
ular  news  organizations  during  the  past 
two  years  while  the  revision  committee 
wrestled  with  militaristic  (“Onward, 
Christian  Soldiers”)  and  gender-exclusive 
hymns  ("Rise  Up,  0  Men  of  God”) — came 
through  virtually  unscathed. 


The  only  General  Conference  change 
in  the  hymns  section  was  the  addition  of 
“I  Danced  in  the  Morning,”  also  known 
as  “Lord  of  the  Dance.” 

The  psalter  section,  described  by  one 
revision-committee  member  as  the 
book’s  “crowning  glory,”  is  newer-than- 
new— especially  after  delegates’  revi¬ 
sion  of  what  the  committee  had 
recommended. 

Hymnal  Editor  Carlton  R.  Young  not¬ 
ed  that,  for  one  thing,  its  113-Psalm  sec¬ 
tion  is  the  largest  in  any  North  American 
denomination’s  general  hymnal. 

For  another,  the  English  translation  of 
the  Psalms  exists  nowhere  other  than  in 
this  book,  he  said.  It’s  based  on  the  New 
Revised  Standard  Version  of  the  Bible, 
still  under  development  by  a  committee 
of  the  sponsoring  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

The  UM  Hymnal  Revision  Committee, 
acting  on  the  advice  of  its  consultants, 
had  refined  certain  language  from  the 
new  Bible  version  still  further.  This  ver¬ 
sion,  then,  became  the  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  adaptation 
of  the  New  Revised  Standard  Version. 

The  General  Conference  legislative 
committee  that  debated  the  hymnal  re¬ 
port  made  its  own  version  by  adding 
“his”  63  times  to  the  33  Psalms,  and 
that’s  the  adopted  version. 

Also  new  to  United  Methodists  will  be 
optional  musical  responses  with  each 
Psalm. 

The  Rev.  Rex  Bevins,  Nebraska  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  delegate  who  chaired  the 
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praises  of  hymnal/worship  book 


legislative  committee  debating  the  hym¬ 
nal,  said  the  book  offers  something  for 
“every  constitiency,  most  musical  styles 
and  most  theological  views”  of  United 
Methodists. 

“It  holds  the  potential  to  make  us 
one,”  he  said  in  one  of  several  exclama¬ 
tions  surrounding  the  historic  moment  of 
adoption. 

In  a  news  briefing  following  the  morn¬ 
ing  session  adjournment,  Dr.  Young  said 
the  hymnal  is  “a  watershed  of  language 
changes  for  any  North  American 
churches  whose  language  is  English.” 

He  said  other  denominational  hymn- 
books  “will  follow  our  lead  in  their  gen¬ 
eral  proportion  of  language  changes, 
working  with  17th  century  language  to 
make  it  understandable  and  useable  in 
the  21st  century.” 

He  noted,  though,  that  even  though  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee  made  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism  “the  first  national  church 
to  address  the  language  issue  substan¬ 
tively,”  the  denomination  still  doesn’t 
have  guidelines  for  inclusive  language 
for  God  and  humans. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area), 
who  chaired  the  Hymnal  Revision  Com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  new  hymnal  and  worship 
book  “will  be  used  next  to  the  Bible  in 
frequency,  with  enormous  influence  on 
individuals  and  congrgations.” 

He  said  the  book  would  draw  the  de¬ 
nomination  toward  its  center,  "who  is 
Christ,”  would  break  down  barriers  that 
humans  have  erected  and  would  “help  us 
in  our  evangelistic  task.” 


/// 
JS» 
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ST.  LOUIS— One  delegate’s  Hymnal  Revision  Committee  report  remains  open  to  a  favorite  hymn,  “How  Great 
Thou  Art,”  during  a  recess  from  General  Conference  action.  Other  items  at  the  desk— the  electronic-voting  buttons 
and  the  empty,  busy  cup— indicate  what  kept  delegates  busy  along  with  deciding  on  more  than  2,000  petitions. 


1 7  percent  budget  increase  voted 


Delegates  hold  line  on  homosexual  ban; 
language  of  Social  Principles  softened 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS — Four  hours. 

After  all  the  pre-meeting  build-up, 
that’s  all  it  took  for  the  994  delegates  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  to  reaffirm 
United  Methodism’s  stances  on  issues  re¬ 
garding  homosexuality. 

Delegates  also  authorized  an  in-depth 
study  of  homosexuality  to  be  conducted 
during  the  next  four  years  by  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  coordinating  agency. 

In  actions  taken  during  a  businesslike 
and  even-tempered  debate,  delegates 
voted  to: 

•  Retain,  by  a  676-293  vote,  the 
church's  ban  on  the  ordination  and  ap¬ 
pointment  of  self-avowed  practicing  ho¬ 
mosexuals  (Book  of  Discipline 
Paragraph  402.2). 

•  Reaffirm,  by  a  765-181  vote,  that  ho¬ 
mosexuality  “is  incompatible  with  Chris¬ 
tian  teaching"  (Paragraph  71F)  but  add 
. . .  “we  affirm  that  God’s  grace  is  avail¬ 
able  to  all.” 

Before  that,  delegates  rejected  621-344 


Here’s  how  the  last  two  sentences 
of  Paragraph  71F  will  appear  in  the 
new  Book  of  Discipline.  Words  add¬ 
ed  by  the  1988  General  Conference 
appear  in  boldface  type: 

“Although  we  do  not  condone  the 
practice  of  homosexuality  and  con¬ 
sider  this  practice  incompatible 
with  Christian  teaching,  we  affirm 
that  God’s  grace  is  available  to  all. 
We  commit  ourselves  to  be  in  min¬ 
istry  for  and  with  all  persons.” 


a  legislative  committee  minority  report 
that  would  have  deleted  the  “incompati¬ 
bility  with  Christian  teaching”  phrase  in 
the  church’s  Social  Principles. 

•  Continue,  by  a  634-286  vote,  a  ban  on 
denominational  agencies  using  funds  “to 
promote  the  acceptance  of  homosexual¬ 
ity”  (Paragraph  906.12). 

•  Authorize,  by  a  626-315  vote,  a  study 
of  homosexuality  by  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  based  on  “the  best  biologi¬ 
cal,  psychological  and  sociological  infor¬ 
mation.” 


The  Judicial  Council,  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  “supreme  court,”  ruled  that  the 
study  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  funding 
restriction  of  Paragraph  906.12.  Dele¬ 
gates  had  requested  a  declaratory  desi- 
sion  by  the  council  before  the  General 
Conference  adjourned. 

After  delegates  voted  on  Paragraph 
906.12  dealing  with  funding,  some  150  ob¬ 
servers,  most  wearing  pink  triangle  em¬ 
blems  symbolizing  support  far 
homosexuals,  stood  at  the  rear  of  the 
meeting  hall  and  softly  sang,  “We  are 
gentle,  angry  people,  and  we  are  singing, 
singing  for  our  lives.” 

And  when  the  docket  of  homosexual 
items  had  been  completed,  the  Rev.  Tex 
S.  Sample,  a  delegate  from  the  Missouri 
West  Annual  Conference,  moved  that  a 
minute  of  silent  prayer  be  observed  by 
the  delegates  for  people  “whose  lives 
will  be  affected”  by  the  conference  ac¬ 
tions. 

His  fellow  delegates  concurred,  and 
the  cavernous  Cervantes  Convention 
Center  fell  silent. 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— The  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  has  asked  United  Methodists  to  pay 
$410  million  for  denominational  pro¬ 
grams  over  the  next  four  years. 

That  amount,  17.6  percent  greater 
than  is  being  asked  for  programs  during 
the  1985-88  quadrennium,  equals  about 
$11  per  U.S.  member  per  year. 

The  $410  million  includes  only  half  the 
$20-million  goal  for  an  African  universi¬ 
ty  (see  related  story  below). 

Delegates  determined  that  the  second 
$10  million  for  the  university  should  be 
raised  through  World  Service  Special 
Gifts.  Those  gifts  allow  designated  con¬ 
tributions  to  specific  projects. 

Of  the  six  basic  UM  program  funds, 
World  Service  received  the  largest  in¬ 
crease— 33  percent.  The  fund-raising 
goal  for  that  basic  benevolence  is  $211.5 
million  over  the  next  four  years. 

To  reach  that  goal,  each  of  the  9.1-mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodist  in  the  United 
States  would  need  to  give  $5.81  per  year. 

Other  items  in  the  budget  include  $93.8 
million  for  ministerial  education  (about 
$2.58  per  U.S.  member  per  year;  $38.5 
milllion  for  black  colleges  (about  $1.06 
per  U.S.  member  annually);  $36  million 
for  salaries,  expenses  and  housing  for 
bishops  (about  99  cents  per  U.S.  member 
annually);  $14.7  million  for  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  adminstrative  items  (about  40 
cents  per  U.S.  member  annually);  and 
$5.7  million  for  interdenominational  co¬ 
operation  (about  16  cents  per  U.S.  mem¬ 
ber  per  year). 

Within  the  World  Service  budget,  the 
four-year  amounts  for  program  agencies 
are  about  $8.5  million  for  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society;  $23.5  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
ship;  $85.6  million  for  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries;  and  $17.5  million 
for  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry. 

The  proposed  allocations  to  program 
agencies  include  about  $5.5  million  to  be 
used  for  projects  and  grants  designed  to 
continue  the  1985-88  emphasis  on  devel¬ 
oping  and  strengthening  ethnic-minority 
local  churches. 

The  1989-92  budget  also  includes  al¬ 
most  $1  million  in  new  programs  and 
studies  approved  by  delegates  during  the 
April  26-May  6  General  Conference. 
Those  items  are  to  be  funded  from  the 
1988  General  Conference  contingency 
Fund. 

Authority  given 
for  splitting  of 
episcopal  areas 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodists  in  the 
United  States  may  have  four  additional 
bishops  later  this  year  because  of  an  ac¬ 
tion  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

A  change  in  church  law  passed  May  2 
would  permit  division  of  the  current 
episcopal  areas  in  Atlanta,  Birmingham, 
Dallas-Fort  Worth,  and  Indiana.  Each 
new  area  would  be  served  by  a  bishop. 

The  decision  on  whether  to  split  those 
areas  now  goes  to  the  July  meetings  of 
the  jurisdictional  (regional)  conferences 
that  contain  those  areas. 

The  five  jurisdictional  conferences  in  the 
United  States  have  the  responsibility  to 
elect  and  station  bishops  for  their  regions. 

The  General  Conference  change  allows 
division  of  any  existing  episcopal  area  that 
has  two  or  more  annual  conferences  with 
more  than  125,000  members  each. 

Twenty-five  of  the  46  episcopal  areas 
in  the  United  States  contain  two  or  more 
annual  conferences.  But  only  four,  based 
on  their  memberships,  would  qualify  for 
division  in  1988. 

Start-up  costs  for  any  new  bishop's  of¬ 
fice  would  run  an  estimated  $30,000  to 
$35,000,  officials  of  the  UM  treasury 
agency  said. 

Operating  each  bishop’s  office  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  cost  an  average  $190,000  next  year, 
the  treasury  agency  reported.  That  figure 
includes  the  bishop’s  salary  ($60,000),  pen¬ 
sion,  insurance  benefits,  travel  allowance, 
office  rent,  office  utilities,  postage,  secre¬ 
tarial  assistance  and  housing. 


The  denomination’s  fiscal  agency 
came  to  the  General  Conference  with 
what  was  described  as  a  budget  repre¬ 
senting  “the  basic  comprehensive  under¬ 
standing  of  stewardship  in  our  church’s 
life.” 

The  price  tag  was  $399.7-million— 
14.73  percent  larger  than  the  previous 
quadennium. 

At  one  point  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  was  sent 
back  into  session  with  instructions  to 
bring  back  budget  models  at  three  lev¬ 
els— $400  million,  $410  million  and  $420 
million. 

When  the  council  reported  back  to  the 
conference,  it  recommended  the  $410- 
million  budget  level. 

Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington 


By  DAN  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— “We  must  make  it  work. 
We  will  make  it  work.” 

That’s  how  the  split-funding  plan  for 
what  has  become  known  as  the  African 
Initiative  was  received  by  the  Rev.  Rog¬ 
er  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the  UM  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Delegates  to  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  a  budget  last  week  that 
provides  only  half  the  $20-million  start¬ 
up  goal  for  the  first  ever  UM-related  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa. 

The  other  $10  million  has  been  as¬ 
signed  to  the  World  Service  Special  Gift 
category— a  non-apportioned  fund-rais¬ 
ing  mechanism  put  into  place  four  years 
ago. 

Dr.  Ireson  and  others  who  developed 
the  Africa  University  plan  would  have 
preferred  to  have  the  entire  $20  million 
raised  as  part  of  the  “fair  share”  pay¬ 
ments  asked  of  each  UM  congregation  as 
part  of  the  denominational  budget. 

Apportioned  items  have  an  overall  his¬ 
tory  of  support  approaching  90  percent. 
The  relatively  new  World  Service  Spe¬ 
cial  has  a  far  less  impressive  record, 
with  some  programs  receiving  no  fund¬ 
ing. 

"I  am  concerned  about  how  we  explain 
to  the  Zimbabwe  government  that  the 
budget  action  we  have  taken  doesn’t  rep¬ 
resent  any  less  commitment  for  the  proj¬ 
ect,"  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

"We  will  need  to  explain  the  reality  of 
the  General  Conference’s  need  to  prac¬ 
tice  fiscal  responsibility  while  giving 
support  to  the  Africa  University.” 

A  historic  Methodist  mission  site  at 
Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  is  proposed  as 


CLASSIFIED 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  chance!  and  youth 
programs.  Wednesday  evening  and  Sunday  responsi¬ 
bilities,  15  hours  per  week  maximum.  Salary  open. 
Gospel,  traditional,  contemporary  music  range  de¬ 
sired.  Casa  Linda  United  Methodist  Church,  1800 
Barnes  Bridge  Road,  Dallas,  Texas  (214)  321-2601. 

OPENING  FOR  FULL-TIME  POSITION  as  lay 

coordinator  of  youth  ministries.  Interested  candi¬ 
dates  send  resume  to:  Jim  Mountain,  Chairperson, 
Staff-Parish  Relations  Committee,  Ingomar  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1501  West  Ingomar  Road, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15237.  _ 

YOUTH  AND  YOUNG  ADULT  MINISTRIES  Co¬ 

ordinator  sought  for  Seminole  Heights  UMC.  Part- 
time  position  with  residence.  Resume  to  6111 
Central  Ave.,  Tampa.  FL  33604,  (813)  236-5931. 

RETIRED  UNITED  METHODIST  PASTOR 

sought  for  part-time  evangelism  outreach/some 
pastoral  care.  Resume  to  Seminole  Heights  UMC, 
6111  Central  Ave.,  Tampa,  FL  33604.  (813)  236-5931. 


TRINITY 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  0VERI  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  77  •  El  Paso  AHK  72045 
501-849-2131 


Area),  president  of  the  finance  council, 
told  delegates  the  agency  had  "tried  to 
determine  what  was  comprehensive  and 
attainable.” 

He  added,  “Even  the  $420  million  fig¬ 
ure  is  certainly  within  the  target  of  pos¬ 
sibility  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Many  delegates  expressed  agreement 
with  Bishop  Yeakel  and  suggested  that  a 
“challenge”  of  even  more  was  in  order. 

Not  all  agreed.  Ewing  Werlein  Jr.,  a 
delegate  from  the  Texas  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  vice-chairperson  of  the  Finan¬ 
cial  Administration  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  moved  to  have  the  six  basic  line 
items  reduced  by  2.5  percent  each.  He 
said,  “It  just  doesn’t  make  sense  to  keep 
increasing  budgets  so  far  beyond  what 
we  are  collecting.” 


the  school’s  location. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence’s  decision  to  raise  a  portion  of  the 
money  by  special  gifts  means  that  some 
energy  and  resources  that  would  have 
gone  to  develop  the  university  would 
need  to  be  diverted  to  raising  funds. 

However,  development  and  construc¬ 
tion  will  begin  within  a  year,  he  said. 

May  7,  while  some  delegates  were  still 
going  to  the  airport  to  return  home,  Dr. 
Ireson  and  other  officials  related  to  the 
Africa  University  were  processing  the 
papers  of  incorporation  for  the  Africa 
University  Corp.  over  breakfast  at  a  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Riverfront  hotel. 

During  that  organizational  meeting  of¬ 
ficers  for  the  newly  formed  corporation 
were  elected.  Bishop  Emilio  de  Carvalho 
of  Angola  was  elected  chairman,  Bishop 
F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area) 
was  elected  vice-chairman,  Dr.  C.  Wes¬ 
ley  Armstrong  of  Liberia  was  elected 
treasurer,  and  Dr.  Gloria  Scott,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Bennett  College  of  Greensboro, 
N.C.,  was  elected  secretary. 

Later  that  same  day  in  a  meeting 
room  across  the  street  from  the  cite  of 
the  General  Conference,  the  planning 
committee  for  the  university’s  graduate 
theological  school  met. 

The  theological  school  is  to  be  the  first 
unit  of  the  university. 

Plans  for  the  next  year  call  for  hiring 
a  president  and  a  dean  as  well  as  devel¬ 
oping  the  theological  school. 

Dr.  Ireson  pointed  out  that  when  the 
church  built  its  last  college  27  years  ago, 
the  start-up  cost  was  almost  $9  million 
dollars. 

“The  $20  million  will  get  us  started,” 
he  said.  "But,  it  will  just  get  us  started.” 


spiritual  values  with  our 
children? 

Here  are  two  attractive 
booklets  offering  suggestions 
to  help  you  answer  this  vital 
question: 

■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
CHILDREN 

■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
PRAYING  FAMILY 

FREE!  No  obligation. 

Write  to:  Dept.  32-  la,  The  Upper  Room, 
Box  189,  Nashville.  TN  37202-0189 


Enroll  Now!  DISCIPLE  Summer  Training 


Enhance  discipleship  in  the  church  and  in 
your  life — for  you  and  your  congregation's 
leadership. 

Receive  guidance  in  the  effective  use  of  the 
important  new  study:  DISCIPLE:  Becoming 
Disciples  Through  Bible  Study. 

Learn  how  to  make  best  use  of  your  skills, 
abilities,  and  gifts  and  those  of  your 
congregation. 

Benefit  from  some  of  our  best  scholars  and 
most  dynamic  communicators. 

What  is  the  DISCIPLE  training  seminar? 

Scheduled  at  eleven  locations  during  the 
period  beginning  June  28  and  ending 
September  8,  the  seminars  will  be  held  in 
centrally  located  cities.  Pastors  will  be 
guided  in  effective  use  of  the  new  church 
wide  study,  DISCIPLE:  Becoming  Disciples 
Through  Bible  Study.  This  study  can  have  a 
far-reaching  effect  in  stimulating  the 
development  of  biblically  nurtured  and 
inspired  Christian  disciples  who  will  make 
commitments  to  help  lead  your  church  to 
stronger  service  in  Christ. 


DISCIPLE  is  for  Youth,  too! 

Resources  for  an  adaptation  of  the 
DISCIPLE  program  for  senior  high  and  post 
high  school  use  will  be  available  for  leader 
training  this  summer.  Content  and  format 
for  the  youth  addition  will  be  similar  to  that 
of  the  adult  edition.  Using  a  revised  booklet 
of  teacher  helps  and  a  simplified  study 
manual,  youth  groups  may  now  share  in  the 
transforming  experience  of  DISCIPLE. 

Participation  in  the  training  event  will  be 
very  profitable,  whether  you  are  already 
trained  to  teach  DISCIPLE  to  adults  but 
now  plan  to  teach  DISCIPLE  to  youth,  or  if 
you  nave  studied  DISCIPLE  and  now  plan 
to  teach  either  group. 

Seminar  Locations  &  Dates 

Dallas,  TX . June  28-30 

Arlington,  VA . July  5-7 

Atlanta,  GA . July  5-7 

Des  Moines,  IA . July  19-21 

Los  Angeles,  CA . July  19-21 

Columbus,  OH . July  26-28 

Charlotte,  NC . July  26-28 

Minneapolis,  MN . August  2-4 

Kansas  City,  KS . August  2-4 

Denver,  CO . September  6-8 

White  Plains,  NY . September  6-8 


How  to  Register  for  DISCIPLE 

Your  church's  registration  investment 
includes  13  study  manuals  and  certificates,  a 
set  of  videotapes,  the  book.  Teaching  the  Bible 
to  Adults  and  Youth,  teacher  helps,  plus 
hotel  room  and  meals  for  3  days  at  a  total 
cost  of  only  S800.  For  each  additional  person 
from  your  church  or  for  Conference 
representatives,  the  cost  is  only  S250 
(videotapes,  additional  copies  of  study 
manual,  and  certificates  not  included). 

To  register  or  for  more  information,  call  toll 
free:  1-800-672-1789  (west  of  the  Rockies, 
call  1-800-251-8591 )  or  write: 

Cokesbury 
P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 
Attn.:  Wini  Grizzle,  Room  248 

Act  today  to  put  the  power  of  DISCIPLE  to 
work  in  your  church! 


Cokesbury 
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African  Initiative 

Higher  education  chief  executive  vows 
new  program  ‘must  succeed,  will  succeed’ 
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YSF  Sunday,  Special  Offering  Scheduled  for  May  29 


The  date  for  Youth  Service  Fund  Sun¬ 
day  for  1988  has  been  set  for  May  29.  Lo¬ 
cal  churches  are  asked  to  observe  this 
special  day  with  an  emphasis  on  youth 


and  the  projects  supported  by  YSF. 

Youth  Service  Fund  is  the  mission 
fund  for  the  youth  in  United  Methodist 
Churches  throughout  the  church.  It  is 


money  raised  by  youth,  for  youth  and 
children’s  programs,  and  is  controlled  by 
youth.  YSF  Sunday  is  the  only  day  when 
the  total  church  is  asked  to  contribute  to 


JUST  DIGGING  AROUND  —  These  two  Conference  youth, 
Kathy  Wilson,  left,  and  Brian  Smith,  right,  are  gleaning 
for  potatoes  in  fields  located  in  North  Louisiana.  They  are 


just  two  youth  of  a  large  number  who  participated  in  the  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  last  summer,  helping  to  provide  food  for  those 
who  need  it. 


the  fund.  During  the  rest  of  the  year,  lo¬ 
cal  church  youth  hold  special  fund-rais¬ 
ers  to  support  YSF. 

On  May  29,  churches  are  asked  to  take 
a  special  offering  for  YSF  and  to  share 
with  the  congregation  the  projects  sup¬ 
ported  by  YSF.  Many  churches  take  this 
opportunity  to  have  youth  participate  in 
the  worship  service  on  this  Sunday. 

When  the  money  is  collected  by 
churches,  it  is  then  sent  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  treasurer.  Seventy  percent  of  the 
money  is  kept  within  the  Conference  for 
distribution.  The  other  30  percent  is  sent 
to  the  National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  distribution.  In  1987,  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  sent  $1,100  to  NYMO, 
but  $5,500  is  being  returned  to  the  Con¬ 
ference  to  support  a  special  youth  pro¬ 
gram  at  Dulac  Community  Center  in 
Southern  Louisiana. 

The  distribution  of  the  70  percent  re¬ 
maining  in  the  Conference  is  determined 
by  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istry,  following  the  recommendation  of 
the  Project  Review  Committee  (PRC). 
The  PRC  consists  of  one  youth  from  each 
district  in  the  conference  plus  two  at- 
large  youths  and  two  adults.  They  review 
all  requests  for  funds  in  January  and 
make  their  recommendation  to  CCYM. 
In  1988,  six  projects  are  being  supported 
by  YSF.  They  are: 

CONFRONTATION  POINT  MINIS¬ 
TRIES:  This  ministries  is  a  project  cen¬ 
tered  in  Crossville,  Tennessee.  The  grant 
from  YSF  will  be  used  to  offer  scholar¬ 
ships  to  children  to  attend  a  summer 
camp.  There  are  three  camping  opportu¬ 
nities  involved.  The  first  camp  is  for  the 
Appalachian  area  children;  the  second  is 
for  children  with  physical  or  mental 
handicaps;  and  the  third  is  for  children 
with  special  medical  needs,  such  as  cys¬ 


tic  fibrosis,  cerebral  palsy,  etc. 

MISSION  PROJECTS  OF  FIRST 
UMC,  BATON  ROUGE.  The  youth  of 
First  UMC  will  be  rebuilding  the  bridge 
at  Camp  Istrouma  this  summer.  A  YSF 
grant  was  given  to  help  cover  the  cost  of 
materials.  A  portion  of  this  money  will 
also  be  used  by  their  Youth  Servant 
Team  to  work  on  some  projects  in  eco¬ 
nomically  disadvantaged  areas  of  Baton 
Rouge.  The  Youth  Servant  team  is  work¬ 
ing  in  conjunction  with  the  youth  at  Nee¬ 
ly  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

HARVEST  OF  HOPE:  This  is  a  hun¬ 
ger  ministry  which  combines  the  areas 
of  spirituality,  community,  church  re¬ 
newal  and  hunger.  A  small  group  of 
youth  and  young  adults  gather  for  a 
week  to  "glean"  the  fields,  giving  the 
food  to  food  banks  in  the  area.  The  proj¬ 
ect  is  centered  in  the  Monroe  district. 
Last  year  was  the  first  year  of  Harvest 
of  Hope  in  Louisiana  and  the  third  year 
of  the  program  nationally.  This  year 
there  will  be  two  opportunities,  June  26- 
July  1  and  July  17-22. 

CHRISTMAS  CHEER  FOR  CHIL¬ 
DREN:  This  is  a  project  of  The  Shepherd 
Center  in  Alexandria.  This  is  a  coordi¬ 
nated  effort  in  the  Alexandria  area  to 
provide  toys  at  Christmas  for  needy  chil¬ 
dren.  Recipients  are  screened  to  deter¬ 
mine  need,  and  the  money  will  be  used  to 
provide  toys  for  those  who  have  the  need. 

ISTROUMA  AFTER-SCHOOL  PRO¬ 
GRAM:  This  program  is  jointly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  YWCA,  Big  Buddies  and 
Istrouma  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  It  pro¬ 
vides  care  and  tutoring  for  “latch-key” 
children,  ages  5-14,  after  school.  A  total 
of  55  children  are  involved  in  this  pro¬ 
gram  on  a  regular  basis. 

METHODIST  HOME  CAMP.  This 
camp  is  a  program  started  several  years 


ago  by  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministry  to  provide  a  camping  opportu* 
nity  for  the  children  at  the  Methodist 
Home  in  New  Orleans.  The  YSF  grant  is 
used  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  the  chilc 
dren  attending.  Senior  high  age  youth 
serve  as  junior  counselors,  providing  a 
one-to-one  relationship  for  these  children 
with  a  positive  role  model. 

Anyone  wishing  more  information 
about  these  projects  or  any  aspect  of 
YSF  can  write:  YSF,  527  North  Boule^ 
vard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802.  Applica¬ 
tions  for  projects  to  be  considered  in 
1989  can  be  obtained  from  this  same  ad¬ 
dress.  The  deadline  for  applications  is 
December  1, 1988. 


BUDDIES  —  These  two  are  having  a 
good  time  at  the  Methodist  Home  Camp 
held  last  summer.  This  camp  is  held 
each  year  and  is  sponsored  by  the  Con¬ 
ference  Youth,  who  serve  as  junior 
counselors  for  the  children  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Home. 


A  Capsule  of  1988  General  Conference  Actions 


GENERAL  COUNCIL  MEMBERS  —  Those  pictured  above  are  serving  on  General 
Council  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  for  1988-92.  Pictured  1.  to  r.  are.  Dr.  J.  J.  Car¬ 
away.  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration;  Dr.  Tom  Matheny,  President 
of  the  Judicial  Council;  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Adminis¬ 
tration  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  Council  of  Bishops. 


CONTEMPLATING  THE  ISSUES  —  Pictured  is  part  of  the  Louisiana  delegation, 
seen  at  one  of  the  General  Conference  sessions. 


The  1988  General  Conference  opened 
its  first  session  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
April  26.  As  has  been  the  tradition,  the 
conference  began  with  the  celebration  of 
Holy  Communion  under  the  care  of  the 
bishops  with  the  president  of  the  Council 
of  Bishops,  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  presenting 
the  Communion  homily. 

Stance  On  Homosexuality  Retained 

The  General  Conference  voted  by  mar¬ 
gins  of  between  60  percent  and  80  per¬ 
cent  to  retain  the  church’s  present  stance 
on  homosexuality.  The  assembly  did 
make  several  changes  in  the  Social  Prin¬ 
ciples  statement  on  human  sexuality  and 
authorized  a  study  during  the  next  qua- 
drennium  to  include  different  points  of 
view  on  the  subject,  with  a  report  to  be 
made  in  1992. 

New  Hymnal.  Doctrine 
Statement  Adopted 

United  Methodists  have  a  new  hymnal 
and  worship  book  on  the  way,  and  a  new 
statement  of  doctrine  and  theology  ready 
for  study.  Both  were  adopted  on  May  3 
by  margins  of  better  than  90  percent. 
Both  proposals  had  attracted  widespread 
controversy  during  their  four  years  of 
development,  but  the  996  General  Con¬ 
ference  delegates  gave  both  their  enthu¬ 
siastic  endorsement  after  changes  were 
made  as  they  passed  through  review 
committees. 

The  statement  of  doctrine  and  theol¬ 
ogy,  grounded  in  Scripture  and  Wesleyan 
heritage,  replaces  a  formulation  adopted 
in  1972.  The  hymnal,  incorporating  many 
new  Wesley  and  ethnic-origin  hymns  and 
an  extensively  revised  psalter,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  published  in  about  18  months 
and  will  be  the  first  official  volume  de¬ 
veloped  since  the  United  Methodist 
Church  came  into  being  in  1968. 

University  In  Africa  Approved 

A  proposal  to  establish  a  new  UM  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa  was  adopted  by  General 
Conference  with  an  87  percent  approval. 
The  proposal  was  referred  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  to  propose  a  funding  package.  This 
will  be  the  first  UM-related  university  in 
Africa  in  the  155-year  history  of  the 


church’s  work  on  that  continent. 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  president  of  the  church’s  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  called 
the  proposal  “one  of  the  most  exciting 
missional  opportunities  we  have  faced  in 
years.”  Start-up  funding  of  $20  million 
during  1989-92  was  approved. 

Change  For  Creation  Of  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences 

A  change  in  the  formula  for  creation 
of  annual  conferences  was  approved  by 
the  General  Conference.  Episcopal  areas 
that  now  have  two  conferences  with 
more  than  125,000  members  in  each  may 
divide  into  two  episcopal  areas.  The  leg¬ 
islation  affects  four  areas:  Atlanta,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Dallas-Ft.  Worth  and  Indiana. 
The  legislation  takes  effect  immediately 
depending  upon  the  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences  involved.  Under  the  new  law,  four 
additional  bishops  could  be  elected  in 
August. 

‘Celebrate,  Witness’  Chosen  As  Theme 

A  new  churchwide  theme  adopted  by 
the  General  Conference  invites  the 
church’s  9.1  million  members  to  “cele¬ 
brate  and  witness”  during  the  next  four 
years. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  said 
research  shows  that  the  majority  of  the 
church’s  members  want  evangelism  to 
be  the  priority  of  the  church  during  1989- 
92.  Also  included  in  the  projected  pro¬ 
gram  is  developing  caring  congrega¬ 
tions,  addressing  critical  human  needs 
and  building  a  just  and  peaceful  world. 

Budget  For  1989-92  Adopted 

A  budget  was  adopted  at  General  Con¬ 
ference  calling  for  contributions  of  about 
$11.50  per  member  per  year  during  1989- 
92  for  national  and  international  pro¬ 
grams. 

The  $410  million  is  17.6  percent  above 
the  amount  apportioned  for  the  1985-88 
quadrennium. 

Ministry  Study  To  Continue 

A  study  of  professional  ministry  in  the 
UMC,  underway  since  1985,  was  given 
four  more  years  of  life. 

The  commission  told  the  General  Con¬ 


ference  that  another  quadrennium  of 
work  was  needed.  Studies  and  recom¬ 
mendations  on  ministry  have  been  pre¬ 
sented  and  rejected  by  General 
Conferences  since  1968. 


UMM  Action 

The  General  Conference  mandated  the 
formation  of  a  UMMen’s  unit  in  each 
church,  to  be  focused  on  ministry  rater 
than  fellowship. 


TAKING  IT  ALL  IN  —  These  Louisiana  delegates  are  enjoying  a  little  free  time 
during  General  Conference.  Pictured  are,  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  Joe  McClain,  Mrs.  Amy  Ward 
and  Dr.  Ray  Branton. 


A  LITTLE  TIME  TOGETHER  —  A  breakfast  was  held  for  all  those  attending  the 
General  Conference  from  Louisiana.  Pictured  are,  seated  from  1.  to  r.,  Dr.  George  C. 
Calvin,  Mrs.  Mae  Calvin  and  Mrs.  Carol  Caraway.  Standing  in  the  background  from 
1.  to  r.  are  John  Porter  and  Welton  Brumfield. 


PUTTING  THINGS  TOGETHER  —  The  Judicial  Council,  at  its  organizational 
meeting,  elected  Dr.  Tom  Matheny  as  its  president  for  an  unprecedented  fourth 
term.  Matheny  is  pictured  at  the  head  of  the  table. 


On  CJhe  Way  . . . 


"What  God  has  joined,  no  one  must  separate ."  Matt  19:6 

Today,  it  seems  to  me,  there  are  two  large  groups  of  people  in  our  country: 
those  with  a  religion  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  life,  and  those  who  have  a  life 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  religion.  Both  want  something  in  isolation:  purely 
"spiritual”  religion,  and  a  purely  “material”  existence. 

Neither  is  possible.  Everything  we  do  is  bound  up  with  meaning,  with  our 
sense  of  values,  with  a  search  for  fulfillment  which  is  more  than  physical. 
“What  God  has  joined  together”  —  the  physical  and  the  spiritual  —  none  of  us 
can  separate  without  distorting  our  real  selves. 

Perhaps  many  of  us  have  lost  faith  in  God  because  we  speak  of  God  being 
separated  from  life,  not  deeply  embedded  within  it.  George  Bernard  Shaw  in 
his  play  “St.  Joan”  had  it  right  when  he  said,  “Beware  of  those  whose  God  is  in 
heaven." 

Because  we  put  God  in  heaven,  people  say,  "I  can't  believe  in  God,"  or  "I 
can  t  find  God."  How  can  you  find  someone  nearer  than  breathing,  closer  than 
hands  or  feet?  Not  by  looking  to  a  “Man  Upstairs,”  but  to  the  troubled 
agitations  of  your  own  dissatisfied  heart,  to  the  tremors  of  your  own  con¬ 
science,  and  supremely  to  that  One  on  the  Cross  who  breaks  in  upon  your 
questions,  your  darkness,  with  his  marvelous  light. 

In  other  words,  human  experience:  the  joy  of  friendship,  love,  and  trust;  the 
grim  experiences  of  sin  and  personal  failure  —  here  is  where  God  is  disclosed, 
where  God  is  felt,  is  made  known. 

And  if  Jesus  is  special  to  all  this,  it  is  not  because  he  is  extra,  something 
additional  to  be  believed,  but  because  he  is  the  interpreter  of  it  all,  of  how  life 
really  works,  and  how  it  all  falls  apart  when  its  unity  is  broken.  And,  of  course, 
because  He  is  in  His  own  person  the  embodiment  of  that  unity. 

The  unique  task  of  Christians  in  our  day  may  be  to  hold  together  what 
belongs  together! 
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‘Spirit  of  St.  Louis’  acquires  new  meaning 


;  How  significant  was  the  1988  United 
Methodist  General  Conference? 

•  ..'An  assessment  made  near  the  end  of 
the  two-week  event  by  a  delegate  from 
Indiana  may  give  a  clue. 

The  St.  Louis  meeting  is  likely  to  be 
*;tbe  most  important  General  Conference 
of  my  lifetime,”  observed  the  Rev.  R. 
Sheldon  Duecker  (see  UMR,  May  13). 

.  A  few  key  actions  taken  by  the  1988 
quadrennial  meeting  “will  shape  who  we 
•are  for  years  to  come,"  Mr.  Duecker  said. 
He  named  two  actions— adoption  of  a 
oew  hymnal  and  a  new  theological  state¬ 
ment— as  the  primary  identity-shapers. 

.  We  agree  with  that  assessment  but  we 
would  make  one  addition  to  the  list  of  no¬ 
table  actions:  overwhelming  approval  by 
delegates  of  establishing  the  first  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa. 

The  positive,  identity-shaping  impli¬ 
cations  of  these  three  actions— hymnal, 
theology  statement  and  African  univer¬ 
sity-are  likely  to  affect  every  United 
Methodist  local  church  in  both  immedi¬ 
ate  and  pervasive  ways. 

It’s  not  too  soon  to  identify  some  of 
those  implications  and  related  questions. 
For  example: 

•  Hymnal.  The  words  we  use  in  weekly 
worship,  including  hymns,  prayers,  re¬ 
sponsive  readings,  etc.,  are  among  the 
most  powerful  influences  on  our  image 
and  understanding  of  the  Christian  faith. 

How  the  language  and  imagery  of  the 
new  hymnal  refers  to  God,  to  the  life  of 
faith  and  to  our  calling  as  Christ’s  fol¬ 
lowers,  will  have  a  profound  impact  on 
AJnited  Methodist  Christians. 

-A  related  question  of  pastoral  sensitiv¬ 
ity  merits  consideration.  How  can  the 
new  hymnal  be  introduced,  beginning 
with  its  publication  in  late  1989,  in  a  way 
that  emphasizes  its  "something  for  ev¬ 
eryone”  quality  and  the  many  positive 


new  features  that  produced  overwhelm¬ 
ing  support  among  General  Conference 
delegates  for  its  adoption. 

Anticipating  the  need  for  such  sensi¬ 
tivity  will  minimize  resistence  when  the 
new  hymnal  is  introduced  and  enhance 
its  effectiveness  as  a  tool  for  worship. 

•  Doctrinal/theological  task  state¬ 
ment.  This  new  doctrinal  statement  is 
the  official  benchmark  for  how  United 
Methodists  know  and  reflect  on  God’s 
Word.  As  such,  it  will  influence  our 
church  in  numerous  ways. 

Those  ways  include  its  impact  on  peo¬ 
ple  training  for  the  ministry,  on  the  con¬ 
tent  of  Christian  education  materials, 
and  on  official  dialogues  with  other 
Christians  and  people  of  other  faiths. 

However,  as  members  of  the  General 
Conference  committee  that  dealt  with 
the  statement  have  pointed  out,  it  is  a 
document  that  should  be  read  and  dis¬ 
cussed  by  every  United  Methodist  during 
the  coming  four  years. 

Those  discussions  no  doubt  will  pro¬ 
duce  some  proposals  for  change  and  re¬ 
finement  in  the  way  we  express  our 
theology  by  the  next  General  Confer¬ 
ence.  However,  such  discussions  also 
hold  great  promise  for  clarifying  those 
doctrinal  essentials  which  define  our 
identity  and  calling  as  United  Methodist 
Christians. 

That  goal  poses  both  a  great  opportuni¬ 
ty  and  a  profound  challenge  for  church 
leaders.  To  vast  numbers  of  people  “doc¬ 
trinal  discussion”  and  “theological  reflec¬ 
tion”  sound  far  removed  from  the  “real 
world”  of  mortgage  payments,  high  pres¬ 
sure  jobs  and  struggling  relationships. 

Intentional,  persistent  efforts  will  be 
required  to  show  that  such  reflection  is  a 
central,  and  very  invigorating,  part  of 
our  calling  as  Christians. 

•Africa  university.  Approval  of  the 


establishment  of  United  Methodism's 
first  institution  of  higher  learning  in  Af¬ 
rica  entails  a  major  long-term  commit¬ 
ment.  Not  the  least  of  that  commitment 
is  financial:  $10  million  through  appor¬ 
tioned  funds  during  the  next  four  years 
and  $10  million  authorized  to  be  raised 
via  "special  gifts.” 

No  General  Conference  proposal  in  re¬ 
cent  memory  has  sparked  the  church’s 
imagination  as  has  the  “Africa  initiative.” 
Its  potential  for  fueling  a  new  era  of  inter¬ 
est  and  involvement  in  overseas  mission 
outreach  is  one  of  the  most  exciting  devel¬ 
opments  in  our  church  in  years. 

How  can  that  excitement  be  shared 
with  United  Methodists  in  local  churches 
across  the  U.S.  who  will  be  asked  to  sup¬ 
port  this  new  endeavor  with  gifts  and 
perhaps  also  with  talents? 

A  good  place  to  start  is  the  reminder 
that,  as  Christ’s  followers,  we  are  called 
to  ever-expanding  vistas  of  mission.  The 
spirit  at  the  1988  General  Conference 
suggests  that  one  new  vista  to  which  God 
is  calling  us  is  the  creation  of  a  new  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa. 

Such  a  forward-looking,  positive  spirit 
is,  in  fact,  an  additional,  unexpected  “ac¬ 
tion”  of  the  1988  General  Conference.  It 
is  a  gift  that  thousands  of  people  prayed 
for  while  the  delegates  were  meeting  in 
St.  Louis. 

As  God’s  answer  to  those  prayers,  the 
“spirit  of  St.  Louis”  takes  on  fresh 
meaning.  It  is  an  expression  of  a  recon¬ 
ciling  “catholic  spirit"  among  United 
Methodists  of  diverse  beliefs  and  inter¬ 
ests  that  has  not  been  evident  in  recent 
General  Conferences. 

We  should  thank  God  for  that  spirit 
and  pray  further  that  it  will  extend  to 
every  sector  of  our  church  during  the 
months  ahead. 


Here  I  Stand 


Getting  off  to  good  start  with  new 
pastor  promotes  positive  ministry 


By  DONALD  G.  SAPP 

It’s  that  time  of  year  when  many  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches  will  soon  be  say¬ 
ing  goodbye  to  pastors  and  welcoming 
new  ones.  Whether 
the  pastor  succeeds 
in  that  new  situation 
depends  in  large 
measure  upon  the 
welcome  he/she  re-  £ 

ceives.  Initial  im¬ 
pressions  are  often 
lasting  ones. 

Here  are  some  Donald  Sapp 
suggestions  foi*  enabling  the  new  minis¬ 
ter  to  get  off  to  a  good  start. 

Before  the  Pastor  Arrives 

Encourage  parishioners  to  write  let¬ 
ters  and  notes  welcoming  him/her  and 
the  family.  Include  a  family  snapshot, 
identifying  each  person. 

Put  the  parsonage  in  order.  Give  the 
house  a  new  coat  of  paint.  (Consult  the 
new  occupant  regarding  their  color  pref¬ 
erences.)  Purchase  any  required  furni¬ 
ture.  Clean  the  carpets  and  draperies. 
Cut  the  grass.  Trim  the  hedges.  Weed  the 
flower-beds.  Make  certain  the  house,  ga¬ 
rage,  and  yard  are  spotlessly  clean. 

Put  the  pastor’s  study/office  in  order. 
Are  there  adequate  book  shelves?  A 
typewriter  or  other  needed  equipment? 

Mail  to  the  new  pastor  helpful  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  church  and  community: 
Sunday  bulletins,  newsletters;  pictorial 
directory;  membership  lists;  church  cal¬ 
endar;  community  map;  newspaper; 
school  information. 

The  departing  pastor  should  prepare  a 
report  informing  the  new  pastor  of  perti¬ 
nent  information:  details  of  forthcoming 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

‘I  was  again  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist’ 


programs  and  events;  names  of  the  sick 
and  shut-ins;  lists  of  reliable  merchants, 
physicians,  dentists,  veterinarians,  auto 
mechanics,  etc. 

When  the  Pastor  Arrives 

Have  a  committee  on  hand  to  assist 
the  family  in  moving  into  its  new  home. 
Provide  care  for  small  children  on  mov¬ 
ing  day. 

Display  a  welcome  banner  on  the 
front  of  the  parsonage  or  church. 

Place  a  bowl  of  fruit  and/or  a  bowl  of 
freshly  cut  flowers  on  the  dining  room 
table. 

Stock  the  parsonage  refrigerator  with 
food:  a  watermelon,  salads,  beverages, 
desserts. 

Invite  the  pastor’s  family  to  a  dinner 
or  picnic  the  evening  of  their  arrival.  Ex¬ 
tend  other  dinner  invitations  for  the  first 
several  weeks. 

Wear  name  tags  on  moving  day  and  at 
all  church  functions  for  the  first  three 
months. 

Plan  a  special  welcome  on  the  pas¬ 
tor’s  first  Sunday.  At  your  coffee  hour 
make  certain  the  table  is  in  “apple  pie” 
order  with  your  best  tablecloth,  tea  and 
coffee  service,  dishware,  and  an  attrac¬ 
tive  bouquet. 

Plan  a  welcome  reception  party  or 
dinner  for  the  parsonage  family  within 
the  first  two  months  of  their  arrival. 
Schedule  it  at  a  time  when  you  can  invite 
community  leaders  as  well  as  pastors 
and  lay  people  from  neighboring 
churches. 

Arrange  to  have  parishioners  accom¬ 
pany  the  new  pastor  in  meeting  commu¬ 
nity  leaders:  mayor;  town  council 
members;  school,  youth  and  social  work¬ 
ers;  newspapers,  radio  and  television 
personnel;  and  other  civic  and  business 
leaders. 

Attitudes  to  Cultivate 

Expect  the  best  from  your  new  pastor. 


To  the  Editor: 

I’m  sorry  a  reader  is  unhappy  with  the 
■Reporter’s  coverage  of  controversial  is¬ 
sues  (see  “Letters  to  the  Editor,”  UMR, 
May  6).  He  seems  to  feel  that  our  pain 
^and  failure  should  be  ignored. 

As  a  member  of  the  local  arrange¬ 
ments  committee  at  General  Conference 
in.  St.  Louis,  serving  that  virtual  moun¬ 
tain  of  cookies,  I  was  unable  to  follow 
much  debate  to  a  conclusion. 

However  as  I  moved  around  the  center 
and  through  the  crowds  of  people,  I  was 
again  proud  to  be  a  United  Methodist. 

Glad  that  even  in  the  midst  of  pain,  we 
do  not  take  the  easy  way  out.  We  face  is¬ 
sues  openly  and  honestly,  inviting  dis¬ 
agreement  and  debate  and  remain 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  faith  no  mat- 
*  ter  what  the  outcome. 

I  am  also  thankful  for  church  press 
’(official  and  unofficial)  that  helps  us 
hear  about  our  denomination,  both  in  vic¬ 
tory  for  Christ  and  defeat  in  our  human¬ 
ity,  still  children  of  a  merciful  God. 

Martha  Ann  Smith 

'  t*  Lewistown,  Missouri 

Our  ideas  certainly  differ 

To  the  Editor: 

.  This  letter  is  in  response  to  a  letter  in 
the  May  6  Reporter  from  Wilby  Ander¬ 
son. 

He  speaks  of  his  stable,  established 
community  with  a  church  free  of  debt 
and  then,  as  I  figure  it,  a  giving  level  of 
$222  per  person.  That  seems  to  me  to  be 
■  terribly  low  for  a  community  of  commit¬ 
ted  Christians. 

As  I  see  it,  22.87  percent  of  a  church’s 
income  is  not  much  for  the  tremendous 
mission  work  that  is  carried  out  every¬ 
where  by  our  denomination. 

;  .  Also,  he  gives  a  confusing,  distorted 
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comparison  of  figures  to  bolster  his  ar¬ 
gument. 

His  final  paragraph  really  bothered 
me  when  he  asks,  “When  will  the  local 
church  be  relieved  of  its  bondage  so  it 
may  fully  respond  to  its  ministry.”  His 
idea  of  what  Jesus  instructed  his  disci¬ 
ples  to  be  about  and  my  ideas  are  cer¬ 
tainly  different! 

Thank  you  for  the  Reporter  that  ap¬ 
prises  me  of  what  we  are  all  about  as 
United  Methodists. 

Sheila  T.  Burris 
Deerfield,  Illinois 

Listen  to  our  youth! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  considerable  interest  Page 
2  of  the  April  29  issue  of  the  Reporter. 

It  had  six  essays  from  young  people 
writing  on  the  subject,  “What  witness 
about  the  benefits  of  an  alcohol-  and 
drug-free  lifestyle  can  Christian  youths 
make  to  their  peers  and  others?” 

We  adults  need  to  listen  to  our  youth. 
We  might  ask  when  was  the  last  time  a 
United  Methodist  minister  had  the  cour¬ 
age  to  preach  a  sermon  on  drugs  and  say 
the  things  that  are  in  those  six  essays? 

Or  when  was  the  last  time  we  heard 
such  statements  come  from  a  bishop  or 
district  superintendent? 

Charles  M.  Redman 
Las  Cruces,  New  Mexico 

Mind  and  heart  stimulated 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoy  reading  the  Reporter  every 
week,  and  am  proud  of  our  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  its  “well  seasoned 
faith.” 

I  especially  enjoyed  the  April  22  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  “We  need  to  sow  faith’s 
future  today,”  and  Cynthia  Astle’s  col¬ 
umn  in  the  same  issue  headlined,  “Lots 
of  ‘empty  pots’  waiting  to  be  filled.” 

The  first  stimulated  my  mind  and  the 
other  my  heart. 

Cleo  Bailey 
Waco,  Texas 

We  need  some  good  news! 

To  the  Editor: 

How  I  wish  our  United  Methodist 
Church  could  re-discover  how  to  pro- 
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claim  good  news.  What  a  refreshing 
change  it  would  be! 

It  suddenly  dawned  on  me  recently  as 
I  read  the  Reporter  just  how  negative  we 
are.  We  boycott  this,  and  rail  against 
that.  Boards  and  other  segments  of  our 
vast  ecclesiastical  bureaucracy  spend 
enormous  amounts  of  energy,  time  and 
dollars  being  against  a  “laundry  list”  of 
things. 

It  is  most  discouraging.  No  wonder  we 
have  such  a  tough  job  attracting  people 
into  our  ranks.  Were  it  not  for  the  posi¬ 
tive  good  accomplished  on  a  small  scale 
by  many  local  congregations,  and  on  a 
larger  scale  by  our  hospitals,  homes  and 
other  fine  institutional  ministries,  we 
would  have  nothing  at  all  to  offer  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Kingdom! 

Ted  R.  Morton 
Greenwood,  South  Carolina 

Headline  criticized 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  apparent  that  the  editors  of  the 
Reporter  did  not  know  the  Rev.  Carl  W. 
Schevenius.  Not  knowing  him  is  their 
great  loss. 

Mr.  Schevenius  died  April  19,  1988,  less 
than  four  months  before  his  110th  birth¬ 
day. 

He  had  served  God  and  his  church  for 
better  than  85  years— the  greater  part  of 
that  time  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
and  since  his  retirement  always  an  en- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Experiencing  the  handsome  love  of  God 


Anyone  born,  as  I  was,  with  both  a 
hare  lip  and  a  cleft  palate  learns  to  ac¬ 
cept  two  facts  of  life:  Facial  disfigure¬ 
ment  and  speech  impediment. 

No  amount  of  plastic  surgery  or 
speech  therapy  can  erase  all  the  scars  or 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

"Behold,  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock; 
if  any  one  hears  my  voice  and  opens  the 
door,  I  will  come  in  to  him  and  eat  with 
him  and  he  with  me.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


John  Lovelace 


(Last  week's  answer:  Acts  4:31 ) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  23 

Monday:  Psalms  104:24-34 
Tuesday:  Acts  2:1-21 
Wednesday:  Ezekiel  37:1-14 
Thursday:  Romans  8:22-27 
Friday:  John  15:26-27 
Saturday:  John  16:4b-15 
Sunday:  John  16:16-33 


correct  all  the  sounds. 

One  consequence  is  that  one  seldom 
encounters,  in  any 
personal  way,  the 
word  "handsome." 

That  has  happened 
to  me  only  twice.  • 

The  first  time  was  40 
years  or  so  ago  when 
a  woman  old  enough 
to  be  my  mother  de¬ 
clared  "what  a  hand¬ 
some  young  man  you  are.”  She  was  a 
dear  friend  from  church,  and  I’ll  never 
forget  lone  Massingham  for  saying  that 
to  an  awkward  teenager. 

The  second  time  was  two  weeks  ago.  A 
woman  young  enough  to  be  my  daughter, 
helping  out  in  the  press  room  at  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis,  referred  to  me— jokingly,  I 
thought  at  the  time— as  “handsome." 

A  week  later,  as  the  10-day  conference 
was  winding  down,  she  approached  me 
more  intentionally. 

“I’d  like  to  say  something  to  you,”  she 
said.  “Do  you  mind?” 

"Of  course  not.” 

"My  father  is  like  you.  He  was  born 
with  a  hare  lip  and  a  cleft  palate.  But 
you're  so  much  better  looking  than  my 


Your  positive  attitude  will  enable  him/ 
her  to  meet  your  expectations. 

Avoid  comparing  the  new  pastor  with 
the  previous  one.  The  minister  should  not 
be  expected  to  fill  the  shoes  of  a  prede¬ 
cessor. 

Be  receptive  to  his/her  new  ideas. 
Change  is  inevitable.  Welcome  your  ex¬ 
posure  to  new  ideas,  new  theological  and 
social  views,  new  practices,  and  new 
forms  of  worship. 

Let  the  pastor  and  his/her  family 
choose  their  own  friends.  Don’t  assume 
that  you  or  any  other  parishioner  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  become  the  family’s  best  confi¬ 
dant  or  friend. 

Avoid  airing  the  dirty  church  linen. 
Speak  positively  about  your  fellow  pa¬ 
rishioners.  Forgive  their  mistakes  and 
those  of  the  former  pastor. 

When  determining  the  pastor’s  salary 
and  the  cost  of  the  parsonage  improve¬ 
ments,  be  generous.  Your  willingness  to 
“go  the  second  mile”  will  pay  great  divi¬ 
dends. 

Constantly  inform  your  pastor  and 
his/her  family  of  your  love  and  support. 
Daily  hold  them  in  your  prayers. 

If  you  and  others  in  your  church  wel¬ 
come  your  new  pastor  in  this  spirit,  I 
predict  that  you  will  have  a  significant 
ministry  together. 

"Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  This  week’s  con¬ 
tributor  is  the  Rev.  Donald  G.  Sapp.  Mr. 
Sapp  lives  in  Phoenix.  Ariz.,  and  is  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  of  the  Central  West 
District  (Desert  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
page  maximum  length)  to  "Here  I  Stand,” 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Stained  glass  windows  are 
‘icons’  we  should  preserve 


thusiastic  witness  to  his  faith. 

We  were  saddened  by  the  insulting, 
denigrating  headline  given  to  your  an¬ 
nouncement  of  his  death  in  the  April  29 
issue  of  your  publication:  “Longest-sur¬ 
viving  pensioner  Carl  Schevenius  dies  at 
109.” 

It  sounds  as  if  the  Pension  Board  was 
finally  relieved  of  responsibility  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  annual  pittance  he  probably  re¬ 
ceived  for  his  support. 

Carl  Schevenius’  passing  should  have 
been  announced  as  a  celebration  honor¬ 
ing  a  great  servant  of  God!  He  was  not 
only  a  great  preacher  but  also  known  as  a 
scholar  both  here  and  abroad.  His  intel¬ 
lect  and  his  faith  were  an  inspiration  to 
the  thousands  of  lives  he  touched  in  his 
lifetime. 

Margaret  &  Hans  Hoel 
Green  Valley,  Arizona 


The  Reporter  welcomes  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  should  be  brief,  must  be 
original  and  must  carry  the  signature  and 
address  of  the  author. 

The  editors  reserve  the  right  to  edit, 
condense  or  not  publish  any  letters  re¬ 
ceived. 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  "Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


By  JANE  BOND 

During  one  recent  72-hour  period  I  at¬ 
tended  a  “Walk  to  Emmaus”  with  59  oth¬ 
er  women. 

We  each  grew  in 
our  understanding  of 
our  Christian  faith  as 
we  ate,  studied,  and 
shared  our  lives  to¬ 
gether.  My  Emmaus 
Walk  ended  in  the  - 
chapel  in  front  of  a  '  *  y 
beautiful  stained  Jane  Bond 
glass  picture.  This  picture  of  Christ  had 
been  in  this  church’s  previous  structure 
and  had  lovingly  and  painstakingly  been 
transferred  to  the  new  church. 

During  my  break  time  I  had  admired 
these  stained  glass  windows  in  the  foyer, 
but  it  was  the  picture  of  Christ  in  the 
chapel  holding  up  a  poor,  dying  soul  lov¬ 
ingly  in  his  arms  that  gave  me  a  sense  of 
comfort  as  we  ended  our  Walk. 

Each  mountaintop  experience  brings 
with  it  responsibilities  to  put  into  prac¬ 
tice  what  we  have  learned,  and  this  pic¬ 
ture  gave  me  the  strength  that  I  would 
need  for  the  next  part  of  my  journey. 

It  wasn’t  until  a  few  weeks  later  during 
our  churchwide  study  of  the  peoples  and 
churches  of  the  USSR  that  I  learned  why  I 
had  been  so  moved  and  uplifted  by  the 
beautiful  stained-glass  pictures. 

For  Orthodox  Christians  of  the  Soviet 


Union,  icons  have  been  very  meaningful 
to  the  believers  over  the  centuries.  These 
painted  wooden  pictures  remain  with  the 
soul  of  the  person  viewing  them. 

I  then  read  Henri  Nouwen’s  book  on 
icons.  I  became  fascinated  that  I  too 
have  my  personal  icons  that  have  guided 
me  on  my  way. 

As  a  child  I  lay  many  hours  on  my  par¬ 
ents,  lap  in  church  and  watched  the 
stained  glass  picture  of  Christ  in  my 
home  church.  The  lamb  that  Christ  was 
holding  would  have  jumped  out  of  the 
window  with  no  surprise  from  me.  Those 
pictures  were  so  realistic  and  alive. 

Now  I  realize  that  they  were  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  my  understanding  of  Christ. 
These  pictures  have  been  carried  with  me 
through  life  and  continue  to  sustain  me. 

Church  building  committees  should  be 
aware  of  one  church’s  effort  to  save  such 
works  of  art  and  of  the  strength  and  sup¬ 
port  that  can  be  received  form  them. 

Many  new  churches  today  have  beauti¬ 
ful  structures  with  windows  of  colored 
glass.  I  look  desperately  for  a  pattern  in 
the  glass,  some  meaning,  but  it  is  often 
missing  for  me. 

Let’s  try  to  save  these  beautiful 
stained-glass  art  works  for  future  pil¬ 
grims  who  need  strength  for  the  journey. 

Jane  Bond  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tahlequah,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  (Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 
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father.  He  never  had  the  surgery  that 
you  must  have  had.  And  my  nephew— 
my  brother’s  little  boy— was  born  with 
the  same  thing.  He’s  five  now. 

“My  dad  and  my  nephew,”  she  contin¬ 
ued,  “have  formed  a  real  bond  because 
they  look  so  much  alike.  They  even  talk 
alike.  But  Tommy  had  his  first  surgery  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago.  Just  before  he  went 
into  the  operating  room,  he  told  my  dad. 
Paw-paw,  I’m  gonna  tell  my  team  of 
doctors  to  do  the  same  thing  for  you  so 
you  can  still  look  like  me.’  ” 

Her  story  melted  me— first  because  of 
her  strength  of  will  to  approach  me  with 
it,  for  she  had  no  way  to  know  how  I 
might  react,  and  secondly  because  of 
that  wonderful  bond  between  the  grand¬ 
father  and  the  grandson. 

I  didn’t  have  a  paw-paw  to  relate  to 
me  the  way  Tommy  does,  but  I  had  two 
parents  who  never  let  their  first  child  be¬ 
lieve  that  his  surgically-repaired  lip  and 
palate— four  operations  by  the  time  I 
was  2— should  keep  him  from  doing  any¬ 
thing  he  wanted  to  try  to  do. 

Surely  the  handsome  love  of  God  is  in 
such  blessed  ties  that  bind  our  hearts  in 
Christian  love. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Give  a  Gift  of  Ministry 

Your  contribution  to  'Xbrld  Service  Special  Gifts  supports  an  approved 
ministry  of  one  of  our  United  Methodist  general  agencies. 

Every  dollar  you  give  goes  to  the  project  you  designate. 

For  more  information  contact: 

Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence  Interpretation 

United  Methodist  Communications 

P.O.  Box  320 

Nashville,  TN  37202-0320 

Telephone:  (615)  742-5101 
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For  two  UM  ministers ,  AIDS  deepens  friendship ,  brings  grief  > 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Don  Wade  and  Tarrell  Thompson  didn’t  stand 
out  among  visitors  to  the  recent  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

But  there  was  a  distinction  about  the  Indiana 
clergymen  who  attended  two  days  of  the  10-day 
sessions.  They  came  for  an  intensely  personal 
reason:  To  forget  for  a  while  the  sadness  they 
feel  at  their  impending  separation. 

That  separation  is  a  prelude  to  one  man’s  al- 
most-certain  death. 

The  Rev.  Donald  C.  Wade  has  Acquired  Im¬ 
mune  Deficiency  Syndrome.  Tainted  blood  from 
a  transfusion  he  received  during  open-heart  sur¬ 
gery  in  1984  gave  Mr.  Wade,  62,  the  fatal  disease. 

Mr.  Wade’s  friend  of  17  years,  the  Rev.  0.  Tarrell 
Thompson,  61,  has  become  his  almost-constant 
companion  since  Mr.  Wade’s  disease  was  diagnosed 
last  year.  The  two  clergymen  talk  on  the  telephone 
as  often  as  five  days  a  week  and  frequently  lunch 
together.  They  live  only  20  miles  apart. 

That  closeness,  however,  has  reached  a  turn¬ 
ing  point. 

Mr.  Thompson,  pastor  of  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Westfield,  Ind.,  is  to  be  reas¬ 
signed  in  June  to  St.  James-East  UMC  in 
Evansville,  Ind. 


Donald  Wade 


Tarrell  Thompson 


Mr.  Wade,  on  disability  leave  from  his  position 
as  associate  pastor  of  Old  Bethel  UMC,  is  stay¬ 
ing  in  Indianapolis. 

The  two  friends  will  be  190  miles  apart.  Now 
they’re  trying  to  come  to  terms  with  their  parting. 

“We're  coping  pretty  good  right  now,”  Mr.  Wade 
told  the  Reporter.  “Fortunately  I  have  a  wide  sup¬ 
port  group,  but  I  will  miss  him  very  much.” 

He  almost  backed  out  of  their  General  Confer¬ 
ence  trip,  but  Mr.  Thompson  insisted  they  go, 
Mr.  Wade  said. 

"My  wife  and  I  had  just  moved  out  of  the  par¬ 
sonage  the  day  before,  and  I  was  pretty  tired," 
explained  Mr.  Wade.  “I  am  glad  I  went,  though, 
because  I  got  to  see  some  people  I  know  from 
across  the  country.” 

Coping  with  Mr.  Thompson’s  reassignment  is 
part  of  a  larger  process  of  dealing  daily  with  the 
consequences  of  AIDS,  the  two  men  said. 


"Don’s  emotional  level  is  good,"  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  said.  "He’s  told  me,  ‘I’m  not  hopeless  and 
I'm  not  helpless.  I’m  not  a  victim.’ " 

Mr.  Wade  said,  “I’ve  been  doing  pretty  good 
since  the  first  of  this  year.  I’m  taking  the  drug 
AZT,  which  impedes  the  virus,  and  a  respiratory 
treatment  to  slow  down  the  recurrence  of  pneu- 
mocystis  pneumonia,  which  had  me  in  the  hospi¬ 
tal  for  15  weeks  last  year." 

"But  sometimes  somebody  will  say  something 
that  will  get  me  down,  like  the  latest  statistics 
on  AIDS,”  Mr.  Wade  continued.  “At  the  end  of 
two  years,  80  percent  of  us  with  AIDS  will  be 
dead;  at  the  end  of  four  years,  the  figure  ap¬ 
proaches  100  percent. 

Focus  on  the  good  days 

“Still,  I  try  to  focus  on  the  good  days  and 
make  the  most  of  them,  because  I  know  the  Lord 
will  help  me  through  the  rough  ones.” 

Coping  with  AIDS  has  spurred  both  clergymen 
to  responses  predating  the  UMC’s  new  policy, 
“AIDS  and  the  Healing  Ministry  of  the  Church” 
(see  accompanying  story). 

"Don  and  his  wife,  Miriam,  have  done  a  num¬ 
ber  of  lectures  and  workshops,”  Mr.  Thompson 
told  the  Reporter.  “Miriam,  because  Don  wasn’t 
able  to,  came  to  our  congregation  and  gave  a 


powerful  witness  on  the  effects  of  AIDS.” 

Mr.  Wade  has  become  an  unofficial  counselor 
through  his  AIDS  support  group  at  Indianapolis’ 
Damon  Center,  both  men  said. 

Testifies  to  President’s  Commission 

Just  three  days  after  General  Conference  end¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Wade  testified  on  the  effects  of  his  disease 
before  the  President’s  Commission  on  AIDS  dur¬ 
ing  field  hearings  in  Indianapolis.  He  takes  on  as 
many  such  speaking  engagements  as  his  careful¬ 
ly  marshalled  strength  will  allow,  he  said. 

"Having  AIDS  has  deepened  my  understand¬ 
ing  of  God’s  love  through  Christ,”  Mr.  Wade  told 
the  Reporter.  “It’s  also  given  me  a  greater  ap¬ 
preciation  for  the  love  of  family  and  friends.” 

"When  you  get  AIDS  you  reorder  your  priori¬ 
ties  quickly,”  Mr.  Wade  said. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  has  found  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  his  friend’s  illness  to  be  a  painful  time  of 
spiritual  growth  for  him  as  well. 

“I  spent  2Vfe  years  as  a  missionary  in  a  leper 
colony,”  Mr.  Thompson  explained.  “That  taught 
me  compassion.  I  have  a  tendency  to  take  risks 
because  I  know  God  is  with  me  in  all  things. 

"One  thing  this  experience  has  taught  me  is 
how  to  relate  to  a  person  and  to  minister  with 
the  gracious  skills  God  has  given  me  and  still 


know  I’m  hurting,"  Mr.  Thompson  said,  chokihg 
on  his  tears. 

After  a  moment,  he  continued,  "I'm  also  find¬ 
ing  new  ways  to  minister.  I  want  to  maintain  my 
relationship  with  Don,  but  I  struggle  with  the 
prospect  of  not  being  able  to  maintain  it  as  inti¬ 
mately  as  I  want,  for  his  care  and  my  growth.”  - 

Both  clergymen  said  they  are  encouraged  by 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  adoption  of  a  poli¬ 
cy  on  AIDS  ministry. 

"AIDS  ministry  is  a  frontier  for  the  church,” 
asserted  Mr.  Thompson.  “It's  akin  to  leprosy  in 
Jesus’  time.  Jesus  reached  out  to  the  lepers.”  *  - 

Mr.  Wade  said  he  believes  the  UMC’s  new 
AIDS  ministry  resolution  is  “right  on  the  beam/- 

"I’ve  become  a  great  believer  in  AIDS  educa¬ 
tion,"  Mr.  Wade  said.  “I  think  it’s  so  important 
especially  that  we  reach  young  people,  because 
they're  very  vulnerable.  If  local  churches  would 
target  young  people  for  AIDS  education,  that 
would  be  great. 

"There  are  so  many  people  with  AIDS  who  are 
alone,”  Mr.  Wade  continued.  "I  went  public  be¬ 
cause  of  my  announcement  to  the  church,  which 
the  news  services  picked  up.  I  can  talk  about  it, 
but  many  can’t. 

“Now  I  try  to  speak  for  those  who  can’t.  It's 
an  opportunity  and  a  responsibility."  •  '»• 


National  interfaith  unit 
coordinates  AIDS  work 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

A  national  interfaith  network  to  co¬ 
ordinate  information  on  the  AIDS 
ministries  of  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues  is  “founded,  off  the  ground 
and  running,"  according  to  one  of  its 
organizers. 

Benita  Gayle-Almeleh  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Jewish  Committee  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  the  AIDS  National  Interfaith 
Network  was  chartered  formally  in 
April. 

The  new  organization’s  executive 
board  was  scheduled  to  hold  its  first 
meeting  May  17-19  in  New  York  City. 

Individual  United  Methodists  are 
listed  on  the  founding  committee  of 
the  network,  but  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  not  officially  joined  the 
organization,  according  to  Ms.  Gayle- 
Almeleh. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Reinhart-Marean 
is  secretary  of  the  new  national  inter¬ 
faith  network.  He  is  a  United  Methodist 
minister  associated  with  AIDS  Project- 
Los  Angeles  and  the  AIDS  Interfaith 
Council  of  Southern  California. 

Other  United  Methodists  listed  as 
members  of  the  interfaith  network’s 
founding  committee  are  the  Rev. 
Charles  Carnahan,  associate  pastor  of 
Lakewood  UMC  in  Dallas  and  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  Dallas  AIDS  Interfaith 
Network;  the  Rev.  Jeremy  Landau  of 
the  United  Methodist  AIDS  Project  in 
San  Francisco;  the  Rev.  B.  J.  Stiles,  on 
special  appointment  to  the  Leader¬ 
ship  Coalition  on  AIDS  in  Washington; 
and  the  Rev.  Robert  Walton  of  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  New  York. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


‘AIDS  and  the  healing  ministry’ 

General  Conference  says  church’s  response  so  far  4 tardy ,  inadequate 9 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  being  called  on  to 
reach  out  in  ministry  to  people  who  have 
Acquired  Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome. 

Acknowledging  that  the  church’s  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  worldwide  epidemic  of  the 
fatal  disease  has  so  far  been  “tardy  and 
inadequate,”  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  voted  overwhelmingly  during  its  re¬ 
cent  meeting  in  St.  Louis  to  adopt  a 
major  mobilizing  policy,  “AIDS  and  the 
Healing  Ministry  of  the  Church.” 

This  is  the  first  AIDS  policy  statement 
adopted  by  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
the  nation’s  second-largest  Protestant 
denomination,  and  reportedly  is  only  the 
fifth  such  national  policy  adopted  by  any 
American  church. 

In  a  separate  action,  General  Conference 
authorized  creation  of  an  inter-agency  task 


force  to  coordinate  AIDS  ministries  within 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

‘Cause  for  celebration’ 

“I  found  both  actions  of  General  Con¬ 
ference  to  be  cause  for  celebration,”  said 
Cathie  Lyons  of  the  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries’  Department  of  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  in  New  York  City. 

"General  Conference  put  its  full  force 
behind  the  critical  need  for  the  church  at 
all  levels  to  be  totally  engaged  in  minis¬ 
tries  to  persons  with  AIDS,”  said  Ms.  Ly¬ 
ons,  who  has  been  active  in  national 
United  Methodist  and  interfaith  efforts 
to  mobilize  AIDS  ministries. 

“I  was  particularly  proud  of  the  level 
of  debate  on  AIDS  at  General  Confer¬ 
ence,”  she  continued.  “I  heard  nothing 
but  non-judgmental  compassionate  con¬ 
cern  for  those  with  AIDS.” 


Africans  hope  to  ‘contribute’  via  university 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  planned  United  Methodist  univer¬ 
sity  in  Zimbabwe  should  “play  a  big 
part”  in  making  Africans  contributors 
to— rather  than  mere  consumers  of — 
world  thought  on  theology,  politics,  eco¬ 
nomics  and  technology. 

The  Rev.  John  W.  Z.  Kurewa,  United 
Methodist  minister  and  secretary  to  Par¬ 
liament  in  Zimbabwe,  was  delivering 
that  message  last  week  to  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  others  in  five  U.S.  cities. 

“The  time  will  come  when  Africans 
will  stop  being  students  of  others,”  Dr. 
Kurewa,  on-site  manager  for  the  univer¬ 
sity  project,  told  a  gathering  in  Austin, 
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Texas.  “But  our  leaders  will  teach  other 
people  what  we  have  found.  This  univer¬ 
sity  will  be  a  big  part  of  that.” 

Dr.  Kurewa  met  with  groups  in  Austin, 
May  9-10;  Atlanta,  May  11-12;  Philadel¬ 
phia,  May  13;  New  York,  May  14-15;  and 
Burlington,  Vt.,  May  16-17. 

Variety  of  questions  heard 

At  these  stops,  he  described  the  univer¬ 
sity  and  told  why  it’s  needed  by  African 
United  Methodists.  He  fielded  a  variety  of 
questions — on  curriculum  design,  educa¬ 
tional  standards  in  Africa,  the  political 
situation  in  Zimbabwe  and  other  parts  of 
southern  Africa,  campus  layout,  construc¬ 
tion  timetables,  opportunities  for  employ¬ 
ment  at  the  school,  and  efforts  planned  to 
recruit  students,  especially  women,  for 
classes. 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  sent  Dr.  Kurewa  on  the 
tour  “to  bring  the  message  of  the  univer¬ 
sity  to  United  Methodists,”  said  the  Rev. 
Roger  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the 
Nashville-based  agency. 


“He  is  oUr  best  interpreter,”  Dr.  Ire- 
son  said  of  Dr.  Kurewa.  “He  is  part  of 
the  Continuing  Committee  [established 
by  the  higher  education  board  in  1986  to 
study  the  school’s  feasibility],  the  theo¬ 
logical  school  advisory  committee  and 
the  Zimbabwean  government.” 

The  tour  was  the  latest  in  a  series  of  de-. 
velopments  relating  to  the  university  since 
the  $20-million  project  was  approved  April 
30  by  the  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis  (see  UMR,  May  6  and  13). 

Attorneys  for  the  higher  education 
board  filed  papers  to  form  the  Africa 
University  Corp.  with  the  secretary  of 
state’s  office  in  Nashville  May  5.  That 
was  the  same  day  General  Conference 
delegates  approved  the  funding  formula 
for  the  project. 

That  formula  calls  for  $10  million  to  be 
raised  between  1989  and  1992  through  ap¬ 
portioned  askings  from  each  of  the  37,750 
UM  congregations  in  the  United  States. 

The  other  $10  million— to  fund  a  per¬ 
manent  endowment— will  be  sought  in 
designated  gifts  from  individuals, 


Establishing  a  university? 
4 Like  lifting  an  elephant 9 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Establishing  a  United  Methodist  univer¬ 
sity  in  Africa  is  like  lifting  an  elephant, 
says  Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  of  Bu¬ 
rundi,  a  small  nation  in  Central  Africa. 

Lifting  an  elephant  is  impossible  for 
one  person  or  a  few  people,  the  bishop 
noted,  but  it  is  possible  when  enough  peo¬ 
ple  lift  together. 

"Once  you  understand  the  nature  of 
the  elephant,  it  is  easier  to  lift,”  he  said. 

The  1988  General  Conference  voted  to 
approve  $10  million  in  apportionments 
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over  the  next  four  years  and  approved  a 
$10  million  World  Service  Special  Gifts 
goal  to  finance  the  building  of  a  United 
Methodist  university  at  Old  Mutare,  in 
northeastern  Zimbabwe. 

“Lifting  that  elephant”  would  require 
an  average  of  only  about  a  penny  per 
week  from  United  Methodists  over  the 
1989-1992  period,  based  on  a  worldwide 
membership  of  9.7  million. 

Bishop  Emilio  DeCarvalho  of  Angola, 
who  with  Bishop  Arthur  Kulah  of  Liberia 
is  credited  with  initiating  the  proposal  to 
build  the  university,  said  it  is  an  invest¬ 
ment  in  United  Methodism’s  future. 

"This  was  not  a  group  from  some¬ 
where  in  the  world  asking  for  a  universi¬ 
ty,”  he  said.  “These  are  United 
Methodists  asking  for  a  university  like 
Emory,  Southern  Methodist  University, 
Duke  and  Boston  University. 

"We  have  come  to  a  point  in  the  life  of 
the  church  in  Africa  where  the  thirst  for 
.higher  education  is  as  great  as  the  thirst 
for  spiritual  life. 

"We  have  a  large  population  of  young 
people  ready  for  higher  education,  and 
we’ve  got  to  respond  to  it.” 

The  university  development  plan  calls 
first  for  a  theology  school,  followed  in 
successive  years  by  schools  of  education, 
agriculture,  and  science  and  technology. 
The  sequence  was  outlined  by  African  rep¬ 
resentatives,  said  Bishop  De  Carvalho. 

The  proposal  has  generated  excite¬ 
ment  throughout  the  continent,  said 
Bishop  Kimba  M.  Wakadilo  Ngoy  from 
the  North  Shaba  area  of  Zaire. 

The  French-speaking  bishop  said,  “Ev¬ 
erybody  in  Africa  is  asking,  ‘When  is  this 
proposal  going  to  become  flesh?’  It  is  the 
dream  of  everybody." 

Bishop  Kainda  Katembo  of  Southern 
Zaire  said,  “It  is  reason  for  joy  for  us. 
Every  meeting  we  have  in  Africa  we  talk 
about  this  project.  We  are  praying  for 
this  project.” 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said,  “This  is  the 
right  moment  to  push  this  project  to 
start  as  soon  as  possible.” 

—GLEN  LARUM 


groups,  corporations,  or  foundations  to  a 
United  Methodist  World  Service  Special 
Gifts  fund  or  as  direct  gifts  to  the  univer¬ 
sity,  said  Dr.  Ireson. 

The  Africa  University  Corp.  is  to  su¬ 
pervise  use  of  that  money  and  oversee 
construction  of  the  university  facilities. 
Those  are  expected  to  be  built  at  Old  Mu¬ 
tare,  about  150  miles  east  of  Harare, 
Zimbabwe’s  capital. 

19-member  board  meets 

The  corporation's  19-member  board  of 
directors  met  for  the  first  time  May  7  in 
St.  Louis.  The  11  Africans  and  eight 
Americans  on  the  panel  discussed  con¬ 
struction  schedules  necessary  for  classes 
to  begin  by  the  March  1990  target  date, 
formed  a  subcommittee  to  develop  a 
master  construction  plan  and  authorized 
a  planning  committee  for  the  theological 
college  to  continue  its  work. 

That  committee,  originally  formed  by 
the  Continuing  Committee  in  1987,  met 
May  7-8  in  St.  Louis.  The  11-member 
group  worked  on  a  mission  statement  for 
the  theological  college,  considered  cur¬ 
riculum  design  and  took  steps  to  start 
the  search  for  a  dean. 

The  proposed  mission  statement  says 
the  theological  college  “is  a  community 
of  learning  for  women  and  men  whose 
purpose  is  to  educate  pastors  and  teach¬ 
ers  of  the  Christian  Gospel  for  the 
churches  of  Africa.” 

In  addition,  the  proposed  statement 
says,  “The  theological  school,  related 
through  the  university  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  welcomes  to  its  com¬ 
munity  persons  of  other  churches,  cele¬ 
brating  the  unity  of  Christ  through 
theological  study.” 


“This  is  the  church  at  its  caring  best,” 
she  said. 

The  new  policy  follows  closely  on  the 
heels  of  a  similar  expression  of  compas¬ 
sion  for  those  with  AIDS  by  the  United 
Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 

Just  before  General  Conference  con¬ 
vened  April  26,  the  Council  of  Bishops  is¬ 
sued  a  statement  that  declares  that  AIDS 
is  “not  punishment  for  sin”  (see  UMR, 
April  29). 

Both  the  bishops’  statement  and  the  reso¬ 
lution  adopted  by  General  Conference  de¬ 
clare  ministry  to  persons  with  AIDS  to  be 
part  of  the  “wholeness”  of  the  Gospel. 

"AIDS  and  the  Healing  Ministry  of  the 
Church”  suggests  that  AIDS  ministry  can 
take  many  forms  on  the  local  level. 
Among  the  recommendations: 

•Churches  should  become  “places  of 
openness  and  caring  for  persons  with 
AIDS  and  their  loved  ones.” 

•Congregations  should  work  to  over¬ 
come  “attitudinal  and  behavioral  barri¬ 
ers  in  church  and  community  that 
prohibit  the  acceptance  of  persons  who 
have  AIDS  and  their  loved  ones.” 

•Whenever  possible,  AIDS  ministries 
should  be  developed  in  consultation  and 
collaboration  with  local  public  health  de¬ 
partments  and  community  groups  that 
have  already  identified  priorities.  These 
ministries  also  should  be  supportive  of 
ecumenical  and  interfaith  efforts  (see 
accompanying  story  on  national  inter- 
faith  network). 

•  Educational  efforts  must  include  reli¬ 
able  medical  and  scientific  information  to¬ 
gether  with  biblical  references  that  address 
issues  related  to  death  and  dying,  human 
sexuality  and  recognition  of  people’s  fear 
and  lack  of  knowledge  about  AIDS. 

•Pastors,  paid  workers  and  volunteers 
must  prepare  themselves  to  provide  care 
and  counseling  to  persons  with  AIDS. 

•  Congregations  should  organize  to 
provide  respite  care  in  the  form  of  emo¬ 
tional,  physical  and/or  financial  support, 
to  those  caring  for  someone  with  AIDS. 

•Local  churches  should  use  their  re¬ 
sources  to  provide  support  groups,  coun¬ 
seling,  grants,  recreational  activities  for 
those  with  AIDS  or  office  space  for  com¬ 
munity  groups  dealing  with  AIDS. 

Policy  changes  sought 

On  the  national  level  the  church  is 
called  to  work  actively  for  public  poli¬ 
cies  that  will  ensure  adequate  medical 
care,  access  to  school  and  work,  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  human  and  civil  rights  for 
persons  with  AIDS. 

The  resolution  supports  research  to 
find  a  reliable  test  for  Human  Immuno¬ 
logical  Virus  (HIV),  the  virus  that  causes 
AIDS,  but  does  not  support  mandatory 


HIV  testing,  which  is  being  promoted  in 
some  government  and  business  circles. 

The  policy  urges  strong  preventive 
education  that  encourages  people  to 
forego  such  high-risk  behaviors  as  sexual 
promiscuity  and  intravenous  drug  use. 

As  a  companion  to  the  policy  state¬ 
ment,  the  inter-agency  task  force  will 
coordinate  a  network  of  AIDS  ministries 
already  in  place  in  annual  conferences. 
It  will  also  offer  help  to  conferences  and 
local  churches  that  want  to  start  suqh 
ministries. 

The  task  force  will  include  directors 
and  staff  of  the  UM  general  boards  of 
Global  Ministries,  Church  and  Society, 
Discipleship  and  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry,  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries,  National  Youth  Ministry  Organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  Commissions  on  Religion 
and  Race  and  Status  and  Role  of  Women. 

Ms.  Lyons  said  she  also  hopes  to  per¬ 
suade  the  inter-agency  task  force  to  include 
persons  with  AIDS  and/or  loved  ones  of 
persons  with  AIDS  in  its  membership. 

“We  can’t  really  talk  about  this  issue 
without  hearing  the  voice  of  someone 
who  has  AIDS,”  she  said. 


Agencies  to  bear  costs 

Funding  for  the  task  force  and  the  edu¬ 
cational  materials  it  produces  has  not 
been  estimated,  Ms.  Lyons  added.  The  cost 
will  be  Ixirne  by  the  program  agencies 
from  their  individual  budgets,  she  said. 

"We’re  not  starting  from  square  ope,” 
said  Ms.  Lyons.  “Some  excellent  re¬ 
sources  are  available,  and  we  will.  be 
recommending  those. 

“I  would  guess,  however,  that  we  ydll 
want  to  look  at  specific  resources  fpr 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
and  local  churches  to  be  involved  in  di¬ 
rect  ministries  to  persons  with  AIDS,  so 
churches  can  learn  the  full  scope  of  thpse 
possible  ministries.” 

One  of  the  task  force’s  first  actions 
will  be  to  survey  annual  conferences  to 
determine  AIDS  ministries  already  in 
operation,  Ms.  Lyons  said. 

“Local  churches  are  the  unsung  heroes 
in  this,  because  there  are  so  many  cre¬ 
ative  AIDS  ministries  already  in  exis¬ 
tence,"  Ms.  Lyons  said.  “We’ve  got  to 
find  out  posthaste  what  that  work  is.” 

Ms.  Lyons  said  the  resolutions  adopted 
by  General  Conference  had  their  roots  in 
last  fall’s  United  Methodist  “Consults- 1 
tion  on  AIDS”  sponsored  by  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  Church  and  Society  and 
Discipleship.  Sixty-three  of  the  UMC’s  73 
annual  conferences  sent  representatives 
to  the  consultation. 

Ms.  Lyons  said  a  videotape  of  the  con¬ 
sultation  is  nearing  completion  and  wijl 
be  “a  major  educational  resource.”  ; 


PHOTO  COURTESY  DAYTONA  BEACH  (FLA.)  NEWS-JOURNAL 

‘Peace  Pole ’  increases  awareness 

DELTONA,  Fla.— “May  Peace  Prevail  on  Earth”  is  the  message  of  the  red  cedar  “Peace  Pole”erected  recently 
in  front  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Deltona.  The  message  is  written  in  four  languages— Russian,  English, 
Spanish  and  Japanese — on  the  pole’s  four  sides.  The  idea  of  the  “peace  pole”  is  growing  in  popularity,  with  60,000 
erected  in  Japan,  1,000  in  other  countries  worldwide  and  now  more  than  600  in  the  United  States.  Shown  are  First 
UMC’s  “Peace  Pole”  committee  with  the  Rev.  Marvin  Park,  pastor  (in  front  at  left),  the  Rev.  Bill  Fisackerly  (hand 
on  pole)  and  chairman  Gordon  Pritham,  (back  row,  far  right). 
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Embracing  its  neighborhood  helps  Community  grow 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

HALF  MOON  BAY,  Calif  — Communi¬ 
ty  United  Methodist  Church  lives  up  to 
its  name. 

In  this  tiny  Pacific  Coast  resort  town  of 
about  7,000  population,  surrounded  by  the 
vivid,  fragrant  fields  of  flower  farms,  Com¬ 
munity's  members  embrace  a  neighbor¬ 
hood  far  beyond  the  wooden  walls  of  their 
116-year-old  sanctuary. 

Active  laymen  and  laywomen  attri¬ 
bute  the  church’s  growth  to  their  dynam¬ 
ic  pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  McArthur, 
an  expatriate  South  African  who  has 
thrown  himself  full-force  into  the  society 
of  his  adopted  community. 

Mr.  McArthur,  in  turn,  attributes  Com¬ 
munity’s  growth  to  the  willingness  of  the 
congregation  to  respond  to  people’s  needs. 

Statistics  indicate  both  are  right. 

In  1980,  when  Mr.  McArthur  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  serve  Half  Moon  Bay  UMC, 
membership  stood  at  65,  mostly  elderly 
members.  Eight  years  later,  member¬ 
ship  numbers  371  adults  and  more  than 
100  children,  he  said.  Average  Sunday  at- 


UM  Deaconess  movement 
marks  its  100th  anniversary 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMR)— The  1988  General 
Conference  celebrated  the  100th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  United  Methodist  Deacon¬ 
ess  movement  during  its  recent  meeting 
in  St.  Louis. 

A  resolution  reads  in  part,  “Deaconess 
service  has  been  variously  defined  as 
evangelization,  visitation,  ‘saving  the 
sinning,’  humanitarian  Christian  efforts 
hospital  service,  to  carry  the  message  of 
salvation,  and  to  help  the  needy,  the  dis¬ 
tressed  and  the  orphan.  ’  ’ 

Bishop  Jesse  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area) 
told  delegates  and  guests  that  a  century 
ago.  deaconesses  were  known  by  the  tra¬ 
ditional  long  black  dress,  white  collar 
and  cuffs,  and  a  small  black  cap.  Today, 
he  said,  they  dress  in  street  attire,  sym¬ 
bolizing  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  movement. 

Bishop  serves  as  pastor 
to  new  church  on  historic  site 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— Bishop 
Frank  Robertson  has  given  new  meaning 
to  the  word  “retirement’’  by  serving  as 
first  pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  at  Frederica  in  the  South  Geor¬ 
gia  Conference. 

The  new  church,  with  175  members, 
has  been  established  on  the  site  where 
John  and  Charles  Wesley  began  minis¬ 
tries  in  America  in  1736. 

Adjoining  the  new  church’s  site  is  a 
Wesley  Memorial  Garden,  under  con¬ 
struction.  A  17-foot  granite  monument 
has  been  erected  to  commemorate  the 
work  of  the  Wesleys. 

Board  of  Pensions  sets  up 
telephone  assistance  program 

If  a  United  Methodist  pension  check 
gets  lost,  chances  are  the  problem  now 
can  be  handled  by  telephone,  says  an  of¬ 
ficial  with  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Pensions. 

The  agency  recently  established  a  se¬ 
ries  of  toll-free  800  telephone  numbers 
for  pensions  inquiries,  said  Deanna  Arm¬ 
strong  of  the  board's  staff. 

To  learn  the  toll-free  number  for  any 
annual  conference,  pensioners  can  call 
(312)  869-4550. 


tendance  in  two  worship  services  is  260. 
Church-school  attendance  averages  90. 


Bursting  at  the  seams 

Community  is  bursting  at  its  seams. 
Members  are  pondering  how  to  accom¬ 
modate  everyone  without  losing  the  spe¬ 
cial  identity  that  goes  with  the  church’s 
sanctuary,  which  is  on  the  national  regis¬ 
try  of  historic  buildings. 

Options  include  purchasing  houses  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  site  for  additional  space  or 
moving  the  sanctuary  itself  to  a  larger 
location  on  the  coast  highway. 

Financial  stability  has  kept  pace  with 
membership  growth. 

“There  was  a  time  when  it  was  either 
pay  the  minister  or  pay  the  light  bill,” 
said  member  Reva  McKie. 


Colombian  Methodist  factions 
agree  to  consultation 

NEW  YORK— Three  Methodist  factions 
in  Colombia  have  agreed  to  participate  in 
a  consultation  in  late  1988  that  one  orga¬ 
nizer  said  could  help  unite  the  groups. 

The  Rev.  Clory  Trindade  de  Oliveira, 
executive  secretary  for  the  Evangelical 
Council  of  Methodist  Churches  in  Latin 
America— CIEMAL— said  the  partici¬ 
pants  have  “agreed  to  put  on  the  table 
all  difficulties.’’ 

He  described  the  factions: 

•The  Methodist  Church  in  Colombia, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Cecilia  Hernandez, 
has  six  congregations  and  about  600 
members. 

•  The  Methodist  Christian  Community, 
led  by  the  Rev.  Luis  Castiblanco,  has  five 
congregations  and  about  600  members. 

•The  Methodist  Church  of  Colombia, 
headed  by  the  Rev.  Gustavo  Quiroga,  has 
two  congregations  and  works  with  edu¬ 
cational  institutions. 

The  talks,  proposed  at  a  CIEMAL 
meeting  in  Quito,  Ecuador,  earlier  this 
year,  are  expected  to  include  CIEMAL 
and  United  Methodist  Church  represen¬ 
tatives. 

Judicial  Council  president 
elected  to  fourth  term 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— Tom  Matheny,  a 
Hammond,  La.,  attorney,  has  been  elect¬ 
ed  to  an  unprecedented  fourth  term  as 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “Supreme  Court.”  Other  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Judicial  Council  chosen  May  5 
are  Elizabeth  B.  Gundlach,  Palm  Bay, 
Fla.,  re-elected  vice-president;  and  the 
Rev.  Wayne  W.  Coffin,  Oklahoma  City, 
secretary. 

1988  General  Conference  sets 
record  for  early  adjournment 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— When  the  1988 
United  Methodist  General  Conference 
closed  at  10:51  p.m.  May  6  it  marked  the 
earliest  final  adjournment  since  the  de¬ 
nomination  was  formed  in  1968.  The  next 
earliest  adjournment  was  11:20  p.m.  in 
1972  in  Atlanta.  The  1988  conference 
handled  a  record  number  of  more  than 
2,000  calendar  items  of  legislation. 


That  time  is  no  longer.  Community’s 
budget  for  1988  is  $137,000. 

Involvement  made  difference 

What  made  the  difference,  members 
and  pastor  agree,  was  caring  involve¬ 
ment  in  their  community.  The  congrega- 
tion’s  mission  statement  encourages 
members  “to  live  the  Christian  Life 
through  witness  to  the  Church’s  Social 
Principles  and  to  provide  a  model  that 
challenges  our  community  to  seek  Chris¬ 
tian  alternatives.” 

Typical  of  Community’s  members  are 
Mrs.  McKie  and  her  husband,  John.  They 
serve  on  the  outreach  committee  and 
trustees,  respectively. 

Mr.  McKie  said  one  of  his  most  inspir¬ 
ing  memories  of  the  church  was  the  all- 
out  effort  members  put  in  a  few  years 
ago  to  remodel  the  interior  of  the  an¬ 
tique  sanctuary. 

“We  took  all  the  pews  out  and  lined 
them  up  in  the  parking  lot  to  be  refin¬ 
ished,”  he  said.  "We  must  have  had  a 
work  crew  of  35  or  40  people  out  here, 
while  another  crew  was  working  inside.” 

Community’s  outreach  includes  regu¬ 
lar  food  contributions  to  the  Opportunity 
Center,  a  local  agency  that  feeds  the 
hungry.  In  addition,  members  served  din¬ 
ner  last  Thanksgiving  to  dozens  of  needy 
people,  said  Mrs.  McKie. 

At  Christmas  members  purchased, 
wrapped  and  delivered  presents  to  patients 
at  nearby  St  Catherine’s  Hospital  Mem¬ 
bers  also  collected  food  and  gifts  to  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  needy  through  a  project 
called  the  Coastside  Christmas  Bureau. 

The  church  raised  funds  to  provide 
livestock  for  developing  countries  by 
selling  Christmas  cards  for  Heifer  Proj¬ 
ect  International,  a  worldwide  farming 
mission  organization. 

Amid  the  work  some  fun,  too 

Amid  all  their  good  works,  Half  Moon 
Bay’s  United  Methodists  also  make  time 
to  put  some  fun  into  their  fund  raising. 

Each  October  the  town  holds  a 
“Pumpkin  Festival.”  Gad  in  bright  or¬ 
ange  T-shirts  emblazoned  with  a  gallop¬ 
ing  gobbler  and  the  legend  “Methodist 
Turkey  Trotters,”  the  members  cook  and 
sell  barbecued  turkey  sandwiches,  liter¬ 
ally  "trotting”  the  sandwiches,  using 
shopping  carts,  two  blocks  from  the 
sanctuary  to  the  festival  booth. 

They  “trotted”  nearly  three-quarters 
of  a  ton  of  turkey  sandwiches  at  the  1987 
festival.  It  paid  off  big:  They  cleared 
$8,000  for  church  projects. 

“After  the  Pumpkin  Festival  I  swore  I 
wouldn’t  cook  turkey  for  Thanskgiving,” 
recalled  Mrs.  McKie.  "Then  I  ended  up 
going  down  to  serve  turkey  dinner  all 
day  Thanksgiving!" 

The  same  kind  of  energy  goes  into  up¬ 
lifting  the  congregation. 

Retiree  Robert  Fitzpatrick  designed 
the  10  contemporary  stained-glass  win¬ 
dows  that  grace  the  wooden  sanctuary. 
He,  his  son  Mikel  and  grandson  Shawn 
assisted  in  their  installation. 

The  huge  rainbow-hued  windows,  cast 
in  the  themes  of  such  familiar  hymns  as 
“All  Creatures  Great  and  Small,”  “In  the 
Garden”  and  “O  Little  Town  of  Bethle¬ 
hem,”  were  made  possible  through  dona¬ 
tions  of  church  members. 

One  window  is  dedicated  to  handi¬ 
capped  children.  The  congregation’s  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  needs  of  all  children  also 
has  been  a  factor  in  its  growth. 

Parents  came  to  Mr.  McArthur  a  few 
years  ago  and  asked  him  to  include 
something  for  children  in  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship.  Although  he  said  he  was  skeptical 
at  the  time,  he  agreed  to  try. 

Today,  youngsters  throng  the  altar  rail 
for  "Children’s  Moments”  on  Sunday 
mornings. 


the  church  today 


CLASSIFIED 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  EXECUTIVE  Officer. 
Christian  Educators  Fellowship.  UMC.  For  infor¬ 
mation  and  application  contact  Paul  W  Henshaw. 
Chair  Search  Committee,  5125  Drake  Road.  Cincin¬ 
nati.  OH  45243  


DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  PROGRAMS  and  Edu¬ 
cation:  Full-time  position  at  1 ,200-member  subur¬ 
ban  church  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Webster 
Hill  UMC.  698  W.  Lockwood.  St.  Louis.  MO  63119. 
(314)961-3164. 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
with  skills  in  youth  music  for  an  exciting,  growing, 
evangelical  congregation  in  the  heart  of  Tampa 
Please  send  resumes  to  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500  W 
Platt  St..  Tampa.  FL  33606 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  of  chil¬ 
dren  s  ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  church. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence  Send  resume  to  R.  Lee  McKinzie.  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Drawer  1567, 
■Shreveport.  LA  71165-1567 


VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 
for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast.  Mariner  United  Methodist.  7079  Mariner 
Blvd..  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609 


WESLEY  HERITAGE  TOUR  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
August  8-22.  1988.  Visits  to  places  John  Wesley 
lived 'worked  For  brochure,  write  Rev  Philip 
Solbjor.  519  Goodman  Road.  Pacifica.  CA  94044. 
Telephone  (415)993-6742 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC.  P.O  Box  55712.  Dept.  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-1981 


HOME-STUDY.  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro¬ 
grams  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels. 
Wide  range  of  subjects  available.  Highly  creden- 
lialed  faculty  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  ap¬ 
propriate  academic,  life  and  work  experience. 
Free  catalog:  Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy 
Centre.  New  Orleans.  LA  70163.  Call  (504)  585-7303 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'1  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes.  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $8.  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  S22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  in  the  Smokies  Near 
Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Completely  fur¬ 
nished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four  weeks  Win¬ 
ter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507 


EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  youth  pro¬ 
gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main,  Houston.  TX  77004 


EDUCATION  DIRECTOR.  FIRST  UNITED 
METHODIST,  Fort  Myers.  FL.  Salary.  $19,000  plus 
benefits  (pension).  Send  resume:  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  809,  Fort  Myers,  FL 
33902  (813)  332-1152. 


DIRECTOR  OF  RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION /Youth 
Ministries:  Full-time  director  of  educational  activ¬ 
ities  for  all  age  groups  and  to  provide  leadership 
for  the  youth  ministry  of  the  church.  Master's  de¬ 
gree  in  C.E.  preferred  Salary  and  benefits  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  Send  resume  to  Staff 
Relations  Committee,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  200  Market  Street.  Warren.  PA  16365. 


ONE  OF  METHODISM'S  FASTEST  GROWING 
churches  (2.500  members)  seeks  youth  minister  for 
large  youth  group  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sunday). 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  picture  and  resume  to 
Rev  James  R.  Porter.  3321  West  Park  Row.  Ar- 
lington,  TX  76013, 


ASSISTANT  GENERAL  SECRETARY  Responsi¬ 
ble  for  relating  services  of  the  General  Board  of 
Pensions  to  the  annual  conferences,  ministerial 
and  lay  participants,  and  surviving  beneficiaries  in 
pension  and  benefit  plans.  Must  be  degreed  and  re¬ 
tain  membership  in  UMC.  Business  administration 
experience  or  background  and/or  knowledge  of 
pension  and  benefit  programs  required.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Christyne  Mackey.  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions.  1200  Davis  Street.  Evanston.  IL  60201.  Apply 
by  May  31 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC— part-time.  Responsible 
for  adult  choirs  plus  coordinating  total  music  pro¬ 
gram  Degree  and  experience  required.  Please 
send  picture  and  resume  to  Asbury  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O  Box  236.  Maitland.  FL  32751,  At¬ 
tention:  S  Wade 

CHILDREN'S  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  needed  to 
coordinate  and  direct  programming  for  pre-school 
and  elementary-age  children.  Full-time  position. 
Multi-ministerial  and  program  staff.  Send  inqui¬ 
ries  and  resumes  to  Rev.  James  McPhail.  Senior 
Minister.  West  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  3611  University  Blvd..  Houston.  TX  77005; 
or  phone  (713)666-8111. 


OPERATIONS  INFORMATION  SYSTEMS  coordi¬ 
nator.  Responsible  for  managing  all  aspects  of  oper¬ 
ations  department's  use  of  data  base  and  other 
information  systems,  including  program  develop¬ 
ment  refinement,  development  of  reporting  meth¬ 
ods.  and  organization  of  maintenance  procedures. 
Actively  participates  in  planning  and  organizing  de¬ 
partmental  activities.  Must  be  degreed  with  courses 
in  business,  data  processing,  or  equivalent.  Well-de¬ 
veloped  management  and  administrative  skills. 
Knowledge  of  accounting,  auditing  principles,  and 
understanding  of  application  to  manual  and  auto¬ 
mated  accounting  systems.  Send  resume  to:  Chris¬ 
tyne  Mackey.  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Davis 
Street,  Evanston.  IL  60201.  Apply  by  June  15. 


UNIQUE  TRAVEL-China.  Hong  Kong.  Philippines. 
Combination  volunteer  work,  educational  tour.  July 
30- August  20  $2,200  Ecumenical  Ventures.  5062  W 
Jackson.  Chicago.  IL  60644.  (312)  626-4997 


LEARN  WRITING  FROM  AUTHORS/ EDITORS. 
Receive  evaluations.  Visit  Publishing  House. 
Christian  Writers'  Grand  Ole  Workshop,  June  12- 
16.  Send  SASE  to  Dr.  John  Steen.  6511  Currywood, 
Nashville.  TN  37205 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA  PROPERTY  Plan  your  vaca¬ 
tion  or  retirement  home  in  the  beautiful  WNC  moun¬ 
tains!  For  additional  information  contact  Harley 
Williams,  Broker  (associated  with  Main  Street  Real¬ 
ty.  Waynesville.  NQ  Telephones:  R  (704)  452-5435.  O: 
(704)452-2227 


NAVAJO  UNITED  METHODIST  MISSION  School 
in  Farmington,  New  Mexico,  a  college-  prepara¬ 
tory  school  for  Native  Americans  established  in 
1891.  seeks  an  experienced  fundraiser  to  organize 
and  implement  its  development  program.  Annual 
fund  solicitation  required  from  individuals, 
churches,  corporations  and  foundations.  Major 
long-range  capital  campaign  planned  to  imple¬ 
ment  extensive  campus  expansion.  Applicants 
must  have  good  writing  skills,  some  computer 
knowledge,  and  an  understanding  of  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  culture,  Send  resume  to  Richard  King,  Vice 
President.  Kittleman  &  Associates,  1  N.  LaSalle, 
Chicago,  IL  60602. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  San 
Marcos.  TX  Full-time  director  of  music  and  youth 
ministries.  Duties  include  directing  sanctuary 
choir,  coordination  of  all  music  programs,  plan¬ 
ning  and  supervision  of  youth  activities.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  FUMC.  129  W  Hutchison.  San  Marcos.  TX 
78666  Attn:  PPRC.  (512)  392-6001. 


FALL  FOLIAGE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND.  September 
23-30.  New  York  Theater  Tour.  November  23-26. 
The  Glory  of  Christmas— Crystal  Cathedral.  De¬ 
cember  1-4.  Escorted  by:  Dr.  &  Mrs.  Edward  Laux, 
6247  Annapolis,  Dallas.  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026. 
Brochures  available.  


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR— 2,300-mem¬ 
ber  congregation  welcomes  your  resume.  Dynamic 
youth  program  needs  an  experienced  director.  Our 
youth  counselors  are  second  to  none  and  welcome 
a  candidate  with  organizational,  leadership,  com¬ 
munication.  and  spiritual  attributes  who  will  serve 
with  enthusiasm.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Bruce 
Connors.  Southside  United  Methodist  Church.  3120 
Hendricks  Ave..  Jacksonville,  FL  3g207. 


MCCURDY  SCHOOL  a  project  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  has  openings  for  the  coming  school 
year  second-grade  teacher,  fourth  grade  teacher, 
fifth-grade  teacher,  high  school  principal,  a  husband- 
wife  combination  to  serve  as  dorm  parents.  Contact 
Sam  Sandoval.  P.O.  Box  127.  Espanola,  NM  87532. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  &  Youth 

Ministries  for  a  900-member  church.  Please  send  all 
resumes  and  references  to:  Sr.  Pastor  1st  UMC,  Box 
1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551,  (512)  423-0540. 


FOR  RENT-OUR  MOUNTAIN  HOME  on  large 

acreage  adjoining  YMCA  conference.  Estes  Park, 
CO.  Completely  furnished.  August.  Harold  Case, 
6070  Brentwood  St..  Arvada.  CO  80004. 


CHINA-HONG  KONG  July  5-21.  Aug  27-Sept  11.  An 

experience  of  a  lifetime.  Contact  Iweeta  McIntosh, 
3028  Fondren,  Dallas,  TX  75205.  (214)  696-9868,  800-23- 
CHINA. 


PANAMA  CITY.  FLORIDA.  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time 
youth  minister/director.  This  is  a  church  with 
2.600  members  with  a  strong  commitment  to  youth 
ministry  and  is  looking  for  a  person  equally  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  strong  youth  ministry.  Salary  is  nego¬ 
tiable.  depending  on  education  and  experience. 
Please  send  resume  to  Rev  Langdon  Garrison, 
P  O  Box  248,  Panama  City.  FL  32402-0248  Tele¬ 
phone  (904)763-6537. 


RODGERS  ELECTRONIC  ORGAN-  three  manual; 
roll-top  console;  excellent  speaker  system.  Presently 
playing  in  750-seat  sanctuary.  Excellent  condition. 
$8,000,  negotiable.  Don  Chrismer  (713)  474-4716. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE, 


HALF  MOON  BAY,  Calif.-Com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church 
carries  on  a  modern-day  ministry 
from  its  116-year-old  sanctuary, 
which  is  listed  on  the  National  Reg¬ 
istry  of  Historic  Places.  The  stained 
glass  windows  in  the  sanctuary 
were  designed  by  member  Robert 
Fitzpatrick.  Each  window  depicts  a 
scene  symbolic  of  a  hymn  such  as 
“In  the  Garden,”  “All  Things  Bright 
and  Beautiful,”  and  “O  Little  Town 
of  Bethlehem.”  Typical  of  Commu¬ 
nity’s  growing  younger  congregation 
are  sisters  Lesley  and  Ashley  Tallyn 
(right),  shown  setting  up  the  altar 
for  Sunday  school  devotions.  Classes 
are  held  in  partitioned  areas  of  the 
church’s  small  fellowship  hall, 
where  the  crowds  of  youngsters  are 
another  sign  of  Community’s  recent 
growth. 


“Now  they  say  hello  to  me  in  the  gro¬ 
cery  store,”  said  Mr.  McArthur.  “I  really 
have  two  congregations,  kids  and  adults.” 

Younger  adults,  like  Trude  and  Mark 
Wegehaupt,  chairman  of  the  administra¬ 
tive  council,  have  stepped  into  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  congregation. 

“When  we  came,  the  church  reached 
out  to  us,  and  we  were  willing  to  get  in¬ 
volved,”  Mr.  Wegehaupt  said.  “I  think 
that’s  important,  the  willingness  of  the 
person  to  get  involved.” 

Atypical  involvements  have  also 
sparked  growth.  For  instance,  women 
serve  as  ushers  and  liturgists  for  Sunday 
service,  practices  unusual  in  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  churches  like  Community, 
according  to  studies  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women. 

There  is  a  high  level  of  family  partici¬ 
pation.  A  prominent  example  are  Coni 
and  Bob  Dagnitz,  who  lead  an  adult  fel¬ 
lowship  called  Power  and  Light,  based  on 


Ephesians.  Mr.  Dagnitz  is  also  the  Sunday 
school  superintendent.  Their  red-haired 
sons,  Alex,  5,  and  Ben,  8,  help  their  father 
set  up  for  classes  each  Sunday. 

"When  I  came  eight  years  ago,  there 
were  eight  or  nine  people  in  church  lead¬ 
ership,”  explained  Mr.  McArthur.  “To¬ 
day  there  are  60.” 

Mr.  McArthur  said  he  is  confident  the 
congregation  will  continue  to  grow  after 
he  leaves  it  in  June  to  become  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Fresno  District  of  the  Cal- 
ifornia-Nevada  Annual  Conference. 

“What  bothers  me  most  about  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  that 
churches  sometimes  are  sacrificed  for 
the  purpose  of  sheltering  incompetent 
clergy,”  Mr.  McArthur  said.  “The  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  pastor  is  to  serve  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  to  adjust  to  the  members’  ministry. 
Laypeople  sometimes  forget  how  much 
power  they  have. 

“I  have  felt  all  my  life  that  a  charac¬ 
teristic  of  the  religious  quest  is  integrity. 


Often  we  structure  our  churches  in  ways 
that  make  no  room  for  differences,  for 
questioning,  that  are  part  of  the  integrity  »tk- 
of  the  Christian  life. 

"These  laypeople  live  out  their  integri-  X 
ty  every  day.  They  know  how  to  minister 
without  ever  having  taken  a  class  in  pas¬ 
toral  care.”  ^ 

Mr.  McArthur  testifies  to  that  integri-  ,x 
ty  from  his  own  experience. 

A  few  years  ago  a  classmate  of  his 
daughter,  a  young  girl  he  knew  well,  was 
killed  in  an  automobile  accident.  He  , 
grieved  deeply  over  the  girl’s  untimely '  . 
death  and  mentioned  her  in  his  Sunday 
sermon. 

On  the  day  of  the  girl’s  funeral,  three 
members  of  Community  UMC  came  to  v, 
the  service.  / 

"I  went  up  to  them  to  thank  them  for 
coming,  and  I  remarked  that  I  didn’t 
know  they  knew  her  family,”  Mr.  McAr¬ 
thur  said.  “They  told  me,  ‘We  didn’t.  We  . 
came  for  you.’  ” 


Mobile  medical  unit  aids  Guatemalans 


When  Lew  Dumbauld  finally  started 
south  from  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  recently,  he 
was  driving  a  “like  new”  1985  Toyota 
Land  Cruiser  outfitted  for  a  medical 
team  but  loaded  temporarily  with  school 
supplies,  clothing,  farming  hand  tools 
and  medical  supplies. 

Five  days  later,  when  Mr.  Dumbauld, 
a  member  of  Cross  Roads  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Phoenix,  arrived  in  Quet- 
zaltengo,  Guatemala,  he  handed  the  unit 
and  its  contents  over  to  Bishop  Marcos 
Garcia  of  the  Primitive  Methodist 
Church  in  Guatemala  to  use  as  a  mobile 
medical  clinic. 

The  vehicle  is  a  gift  from  the  United 
Methodist  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  unit  is  to  be  used  in  six  remote  ar¬ 
eas  of  the  country,  “where  a  kid  could 
grow  up  before  seeing  a  doctor,”  said 
Mr.  Dumbauld,  who  spearheaded  the 
project.  A  Guatemalan  church-sponsored 
native  health  team— a  doctor,  dentist, 
nurse,  and  social  worker— is  to  operate 
from  the  vehicle. 

Many  widows  and  children  were  relo¬ 
cated  to  the  areas  after  husbands,  fa¬ 
thers  and  brothers  were  killed  during 
more  than  20  years  of  rebel  insurgency 
and  army  reprisals. 

In  May  1987,  as  11  United  Methodists 
were  returning  from  a  conference-spon¬ 
sored  visit  to  the  remote  Guatemalan 
village  of  San  Sebastian  Leoma,  Mr. 
Dumbauld,  an  electrical  engineer,  of¬ 
fered  to  install  a  water  pump  in  the  vil¬ 
lage  if  the  volunteers’  churches  would 
fund  a  mobile  clinic  vehicle. 

Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (Phoenix  Area) 
got  the  project  rolling  by  taking  an  offer¬ 
ing  of  $3,613.77  during  annual  conference 
sessions  in  late  May  1987. 

Nearly  $20,000  was  raised  within  the 
Desert  Southwest  conference  to  buy  the 
diesel  vehicle  from  a  Canadian  company. 
Physicians  in  Phoenix  and  Tucson  donat¬ 
ed  medicines.  Other  people  donated 
equipment. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


A)MNCE  No  gift  too  small 


The  project  became  snarled  in  red 
tape,  postponing  a  March  16  departure 
by  almost  a  month,  when  the  United 


Methodists  were  unable  to  license  the  ve¬ 
hicle  for  travel  across  Mexico. 

Mr.  Dumbauld  finally  got  all  the  details 
ironed  out  in  early  April  during  a  visit  to 
the  Guatemalan  consulate  in  Los  Angeles. 

A  final  snag  was  solved  when  Bishop 
Garcia  in  Guatemala  persuaded  govern¬ 
ment  officials  there  to  reduce  the  duty  to 
be  paid  on  the  vehicle  to  about  $3,000— 
one-fourth  the  regular  tax,  Mr.  Dum¬ 
bauld  said. 

The  Guatemalan  mobile  clinic  project 
is  United  Methodist  Advance  Special 
Project  010246-2.  Funds  from  these  des-  -v 
ignated  “second-mile”  gifts  are  to  be  I’ 
used  for  fuel,  replenishing  medical  sup¬ 
plies  and  other  ongoing  costs  for  the  mo-  ■ 
bile  clinic.  £ 

This  article  is  based  on  material  writ¬ 
ten  by  Colleen  Sanders-Hatfield,  editor 
of  the  Desert  Southwest  conference  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Reporter. 
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PHOENIX,  Ariz.— Phoenix  Area  Bishop  Elias  Galvan  (left),  Lew  Dum¬ 
bauld  (center)  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Denlinger  talk  over  plans  to  take  this  1985 
Toyota  Land  Cruiser  to  Guatemala. 
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Church-run  Institute 
changes  student  lives 


By  MARJORY  LENOX 

BETHEL  PARK,  Pa.  — Dreams  of 
changed  lives  are  visions  that  churches 
understand,  but  one  dream  shared  by  the 
members  of  Christ  United  Methodist  has 
grown  up  to  become  a  life-changing, 
multi-million  dollar  reality. 

In  the  early  1960s  Christ  UMC  mem¬ 
bers  saw  a  need  in  their  community,  a 
suburb  of  Pittsburgh. 

They  discovered  that  some  children 
weren’t  functioning  well  in  school.  In  re¬ 
sponse,  they  organized  a  tutorial  pro¬ 
gram  at  the  church  and  incorporated  it 
as  The  Village  Academy  in  1965. 

Then  the  members  realized  that  chil¬ 
dren  with  emotional  problems  needed 
special  help.  That  led  them  to  establish 
The  Highland  School  in  1966. 

Later  that  year  the  two  schools  incor¬ 
porated  as  The  Wesley  Institute. 


Today  The  Wesley  Institute  has  a  $3- 
million  annual  budget  and  110  employ¬ 
ees.  It  owns  and  operates  two  school 
buildings  and  a  group  home,  owns  10 
acres  of  rural  property,  and  serves  250 
children  a  day. 

In  addition  to  its  original  academic 
programs,  The  Wesley  Institute  houses 
Residential  Services  for  male  juvenile 
offenders;  Highland  Youth  Services,  a 
psychiatric  program;  Wesley  Child  Care; 
and  Families  by  Choice,  a  support  pro¬ 
gram  for  adoptive,  foster  and  blended 
families. 

“Each  of  these  schools  is  a  miracle  in 
the  lives  of  people  that  it  serves,”  said 
Carolyn  Heaton,  director  of  volunteers 
and  Christ  UMC  member. 

“Individually,  each  child  would  be  a 
disruption  in  the  classroom,  and  yet  here 
they  are  productive.” 


BETHEL  PARK,  Pa.— Students,  their  teacher  and  a  volunteer  go  over  an 
assignment  at  The  Wesley  Institute,  a  multi-purpose  educational  and  social 
service  agency  of  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Bethel  Park,  a  suburb 
of  Pittsburgh. 


General  Conference ,  1882 -style 


Elections  of  bishops,  noises  of  crowd  fascinated  diarist/delegate 


By  CHRISTINE  W.  GREENWALD 

“May  3— General  Conference  convened— most  of 
the  delegates  answered  to  roll  call.  Our  venerable 
Bishop  Paine  was  in  the  chair.  Dr.  Thos.  O.  Summers, 
looking  more  dead  than  alive,  was  elected  Secretary.  I 
called  to  see  him  yesterday— found  him  very  feeble, 
but  full  of  spirit  and  resolved  to  work.  He  seems  to 
expect  to  die  at  the  General  Conference— and  go  from 
the  General  Conference  to  the  one  in  glory!  He  was 
elected  by  a  rising  vote— and  went  home  exhausted.  In 
the  afternoon  we  met  and  I  was  appointed  on  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

“May  4— Organization  harmoniously  completed. 
Committees  called  together  and  I  was  elected  Chair¬ 
man  of  my  committee,  much  to  my  surprise,  as  we 
were  all  strangers  to  each  other. 

“May  12,  13— The  question  of  how  many  bishops, 
excites  large  discussion  and  takes  up  much  time. 

"May  19— Much  talk  makes  Conference  business  te¬ 
dious. 

“May  22— Conference  progresses  slowly.  ...” 

Letters  from  a  1988  General  Conference  delegate  to 
the  family  back  home? 

No.  For  while  the  above  entries  record  the  activities 
and  actions  of  a  General  Conference,  the  year  was  1882, 
i  not  1988.  The  place  was  Nashville,  not  St.  Louis.  And  the 
delegate  was  the  Rev.  George  Richard  Browder,  Meth¬ 
odist  itinerant  preacher,  presiding  elder  of  the  Russell¬ 
ville  District  in  rural  western  Kentucky,  tobacco 
farmer,  slave-owner  and  Southern  sympathizer. 

A  prolific  diarist,  Mr.  Browder,  known  affectionate¬ 
ly  to  his  contemporaries  as  “George  Dick,”  filled  23 
volumes  between  1852  and  his  death  in  1886.  Eight 
have  been  misplaced,  but  the  remaining  15,  each  con¬ 
taining  detailed  references  to  his  various  life  pursuits, 


have  recently  been  edited  by  Dr.  Richard  Troutman 
and  published  by  Zondervan  under  the  title  “The  Heav¬ 
ens  Are  Weeping.” 

Acclaimed  by  secular  historians  for  their  amazing 
revelations  about  the  lives  of  ordinary  people  before, 
during  and  after  the  Civil  War,  the  diaries  have  addi¬ 
tional  value  for  United  Methodists.  Page  after  page 
contains  the  honest  outpourings  of  an  early  Methodist 
circuit  rider  and  (later)  church  official  who  yearns 
over  his  people,  leaving  home  and  family  in  the  wild¬ 
est  of  weather  to  marry  and  bury  them,  preach  to 
them  and  counsel  them. 

“The  Episcopal  bee  has  buzzed.  . . 

Leaving  out  names  of  personages,  the  1882  General 
Conference  does  appear  to  resemble  its  20th  century 
counterparts.  One  principal  exception  is  that  in  those 
days,  the  election  of  bishops  was  handled  by  General 
Conferences  rather  than  in  the  five  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  which  practice  began  in  1940. 

George  Dick  says  that  on  election  day,  1882,  there 
was  an  “immense  crowd”  in  the  audience.  He  de¬ 
scribes  the  results  of  individual  ballots  throughout  the 
day.  After  listing  the  candidates  and  the  tally  for  each 
elected,  he  adds: 

"The  applause  was  wonderful  and  exciting— when 
ever  the  figures  indicated  an  election.  The  result  is 
marvelous.  God's  hand  must  be  in  it.  Such  unanimity 
growing  suddenly  out  of  such  uncertainty  was  star¬ 
tling.  Was  it  an  answer  to  prayer?” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  elections,  George  Dick  notes 
with  satisfaction,  “The  Episcopal  bee  has  buzzed  busi¬ 
ly  in  many  ears— now  he  will  be  silent  a  while.” 

The  Dr.  Summers  mentioned  above  did  die  during 
General  Conference  and  was  buried  with  some  cere¬ 


mony.  (The  presiding  clergyman  "preached  a  plain, 
dull  sermon,”  comments  George  Dick.) 

But  the  new  Secretary  rates  compliments  from  this 
discriminating  delegate. 

“(He)  reads  loud  enough  to  be  heard  above  the  hum 
and  buzz  of  the  throng  that  crowds  the  Conference  and 
the  continual  conversation  that  makes  our  body  seem 
disorderly.  General  Conferences  do  not  behave  any 
better  than  Annual  Conferences.” 

Centennial  Conference  of  1884  recalled 

George  Dick  Browder  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
Centennial  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  held  in 
Baltimore  in  1884.  It  was  “an  occasion  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,”  he  writes,  remarking  that  the  delegates  repre¬ 
sented  more  than  4  million  American  Methodists  and 
56,900  local  and  traveling  preachers. 

While  offering  high  praise  for  some  of  the  addresses 
made  at  the  Centennial  Conference,  George  Dick  finds 
the  pace  of  the  event  exhausting.  One  evening  after 
dinner  he  and  his  wife  Lizzie  go  to  hear  two  colleagues 
preach,  “but  I  was  so  tired  and  worn  with  walking  and 
thinking  and  seeing  and  hearing,  that  I  must  reserve 
my  judgment  until  I  can  read  the  addresses  in  the 
Centennial  Daily.” 

Yet  these  words  from  a  delegate  to  those  long  ago 
ecclesiastical  gatherings  may  evoke  the  most  “Ayes” 
from  the  lips  of  1988  General  Conference  delegates: 

“I  saw  several  points  in  which  I  should  have  been 
glad  to  put  in  a  word,”  laments  George  Dick  in  1884, 
“but  so  many  seemed  anxious  to  be  heard  and  so 
many,  perhaps  a  dozen,  springing  up  at  one  time  cry¬ 
ing  ’Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  President’  etc.— that  a  modest 
man  had  but  little  encouragement  to  try.” 

Ms.  Greenwald  is  a  freelance  writer  in  Clymer,  N.Y. 


Former  Buddhist  monk,  refugee 
nears  ordination  as  UMC  minister 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Once  a  Buddhist  monk, 
then  a  refugee  fleeing  communism,  Pa 
Nous  Pan  has  traveled  a  long  road  to  be¬ 
come  a  servant  of  Christ. 

Soon  he  is  to  reach  another  milestone. 

Mr.  Pan  is  scheduled  to  be  ordained  a 
deacon  May  31  in  the  United  Methodist 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

A  graduate  of  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Southern  Methodist  University,  he 
is  believed  to  be  the  first  native  Cambo¬ 
dian  ordained  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  He  will  be  appointed  to  Grace 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  he 
heads  the  Asian  ministry  of  the  East  Dal¬ 
las  Cooperative  Parish. 

Story  rivals  movie 

Mr.  Pan’s  story  rivals  that  told  in  “The 
Killing  Fields,”  the  motion  picture  saga 
of  an  American  journalist  and  his  Cam¬ 
bodian  assistant  caught  up  in  communist 
takeover  of  Cambodia. 

As  a  deeply  religious  young  man  in 
Cambodia,  Mr.  Pan  studied  Buddhism 
and  became  a  monk.  When  communist 
forces  overran  the  country,  he  was 
among  those  thrown  into  concentration 
camps.  In  1975,  he  made  his  escape 
across  the  “killing  fields”  to  Thailand. 

In  a  Thai  refugee  camp  he  met  John  Al¬ 
lison,  a  Christian  Missionary  Alliance 

Queen  to  join 
in  Aldersgate 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LONDON— Queen  Elizabeth  n  will  join 
2,500  Methodists  from  around  the  globe 
May  24  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  to  com¬ 
memorate  a  religious  experience  that  in¬ 
fluenced  the  course  of  history. 

Buckingham  Palace  spokespersons 
said  the  queen  will  be  accompanied  by 
Prince  Philip. 

The  service  is  the  centerpiece  of  a 
weeklong  celebration  planned  by  the 
British  Methodist  Church  on  the  250th 
anniversary  of  John  Wesley’s  experience 
in  Aldersgate  Street  that  led  to  the  Meth¬ 
odist  movement. 

Other  features  planned  in  London  in¬ 
clude  walking  and  sightseeing  tours  of 
historic  points: 

•  An  open-air  service  at  the  flame  me¬ 
morial  in  Aldersgate  Street. 

•A  pilgrimage  through  the  “Golden 
Triangle  of  Methodism"  behind  two  rail 
locomotives  newly  named  "John  Wes¬ 
ley”  and  "Charles  Wesley.” 

•  Pentecost  Sunday  spent  in  the  “New 
Room”  at  Bristol  built  by  Wesley  in  1739. 

•  And  a  visit  to  Christ  Church  College 
at  Oxford,  where  both  Wesleys  were  stu¬ 
dents. 


member  working  with  a  United  Methodist 
mission  team.  Mr.  Pan  said  Mr.  Allison  led 
him  to  accept  Christ  as  his  savior. 

“I  had  a  terrible  life  after  I  escaped,” 
Mr.  Pan  said.  “Three  and  a  half  million 
people  died  in  my  country.  I  had  no  hope. 
But  the  missionary  taught  me  what  God 
meant  with  my  life,  and  that's  why  I  ac¬ 
cepted  Christ." 

While  a  refugee,  Mr.  Pan  met  and 
married  his  wife,  Line  (pronounced 
"Lynn”).  They  have  two  daughters,  Judy, 
7,  and  Maly,  6,  and  a  son,  David,  4. 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Antonio  sponsored  the  Pans’  immi¬ 
gration  to  America.  The  family  came  to 
the  Dallas  area  in  1979  because  Mr.  Pan 
had  heard  of  its  growing  Asian  communi¬ 
ty  and  job  opportunities.  His  first  job 
was  assembling  electronics  parts.  Then 
he  sold  insurance. 

Refugee  plight  troubling 

But  he  said  the  plight  of  his  fellow 
Asians  began  to  trouble  him. 

“I  got  to  know  the  needs  of  the  Cambo¬ 
dians,"  he  said.  “I  saw  that  just  selling 
them  insurance  was  no  help.” 

In  late  1982  Mr.  Pan  said  he  began 
praying  to  become  a  missionary.  Barely 
a  week  later  he  was  contacted  by  the 
Rev.  George  Holcombe,  community  de¬ 
velopment  consultant  for  the  North  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference. 

Methodists 

celebration 

Events  in  London  will  be  complement¬ 
ed  in  the  United  States  by  a  variety  of 
special  events,  lectures  and  publications. 

Frances  M.  Alguire,  Downers  Grove, 
Ill.,  announced  that  500  representatives 
from  the  eight  North  American  churches 
that  are  members  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council  will  be  among  guests  in  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral. 

Mrs.  Alguire  is  president  of  the  coun¬ 
cil’s  North  American  section. 

Attendance  at  the  service  is  by  invita¬ 
tion  only. 

Mrs.  Alguire  said  a  limited  number  of 
places  remain  for  at-large  United  Meth¬ 
odist  representatives  in  the  tour  party 
leaving  May  18. 

Among  other  followers  of  Wesley  from 
around  the  globe,  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Southern  Africa  is  scheduled  to  be  rep¬ 
resented  by  more  than  250  persons. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
will  cooperate  in  the  videotaping  of  por¬ 
tions  of  the  service,  and  other  events,  for 
showing  on  the  BBC. 

Negotiations  are  under  way  to  have 
the  event  shown  on  a  major  U.S.  TV  net¬ 
work,  and  segments  will  be  seen  later  on 
United  Methodism’s  cable  TV  program, 
“Catch  the  Spirit.” 


“I  had  a  terrible  life 
after  I  escaped.  Three 
and  a  half  million  people 
died  in  my  country.  I  had 
no  hope.  But  the 
missionary  taught  me 
what  God  meant  with  my 
life,  and  that’s  why  I 
accepted  Christ.” 

— Pa  Nous  Pan 


Mr.  Holcombe,  helping  six  inner-city 
UM  churches  form  the  East  Dallas  Coop¬ 
erative  Parish,  asked  Mr.  Pan  to  assist 
with  an  Asian  ministry. 

Mr.  Pan  was  hired  at  Grace  UMC  the 
same  day  as  its  dynamic  young  pastor, 
the  Rev.  William  J.  Bryan  III. 

“Bill  and  I  have  worked  together  five 
years  now,"  Mr.  Pan  said.  "He’s  taught 
me  how  to  minister  to  people.” 

Dr.  Bryan  and  Mr.  Holcombe  encour¬ 
aged  Mr.  Pan  in  his  ministry  by  helping 
him  obtain  scholarships  to  study  at  Per¬ 
kins. 

In  beginning  the  Asian  ministry,  Mr. 
Pan  said,  he  used  lessons  from  his  own  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  refugee  and  his  language 
skills.  He  speaks  the  Cambodian  language, 
Khmer,  as  well  as  Thai,  Lao  and  English. 
He  has  studied  Pali,  Sanskrit  and  French. 

Ministry  includes  newspaper 

Today  Mr.  Pan’s  Asian  ministry  in¬ 
cludes  publication  of  a  Cambodian  news¬ 
paper,  printed  in  the  Khmer  language. 

He  is  president  of  the  Multicultural 
Community  Center,  an  East  Dallas  agen¬ 
cy  that  teaches  immigrants  how  to  live 
in  America.  He  assists  the  East  Dallas 
Police  Storefront,  a  community  relations 
organization,  helping  law  enforcement 
officers  understand  Asian  culture. 

Southeast  Asians,  especially  Cambodi¬ 
ans  who  survived  the  turmoil  of  their 
country’s  communist  takeover,  some¬ 
times  suffer  crippling  culture  shock  af¬ 
ter  they  resettle  in  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Pan  explained.  Some  Cambodian  men 
have  died  from  the  stress,  he  added. 

“They  need  everything,  physically, 
spiritually  and  emotionally,”  he  said.  "I 
teach  refugees  how  to  live  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  how  to  clean,  how  to  use  money.” 

His  pastoral  care  method  is  to  teach 
Asians  to  "slow  down,  learn  from  school, 
learn  from  books,"  he  said.  "Refugees 
grow  strong  learning  from  other  cultures.” 

He  said  his  goal  is  to  bring  more 
Asians  into  the  church. 

“What  I  need  to  do  is  to  have  a  place 
for  them  to  worship  God,  to  be  part  of 
God’s  family,"  he  said.  “If  they  don’t 
have  a  place  of  caring  together,  life  for 
them  is  too  difficult.” 


Dear  Deborah 

Pastor  delay 
of  baptism 
angers  dad 

Dear  Deborah, 

About  a  year  ago,  our  long-time  pastor 
died.  He  married  us  and  baptized  our 
three  children.  Although  our  daughter 
married  a  man  of  a  different  faith,  they 
were  married  in  our  church.  They  moved 
across  country,  and  I  guess  they  never 
joined  another  church. 

When  our  new  pastor  came,  we  updat¬ 
ed  the  rolls.  Our  daughter  said  her  name 
could  be  removed  since  she  didn’t  live 
here  anymore. 

Our  daughter’s  husband  left  her  a 
month  before  her  first  child  was  born. 
She  would  like  to  have  the  baby  baptized 
in  her  home  church. 

We  asked  our  new  pastor  if  he  would 
baptize  the  baby  when  she  comes  home 
next  month.  He  said  she  would  have  to  do 
the  three-month  preparation  studies  be¬ 
fore  he  would  consider  it,  since  she  is  no 
longer  on  the  rolls  as  a  member  of  our 
church.  She  obviously  cannot  attend  the 
classes  or  do  the  studies  on  a  weekend  and 
he  refuses  to  consider  any  alternative. 

My  husband  is  so  mad,  he  says  we 
should  go  to  the  district  superintendent. 
Is  that  the  right  thing  to  do? 

Marilyn 

Dear  Marilyn. 

What  a  time  of  stress  for  your  family. 

I  pray  your  faith  will  grow  stronger  as 
you  seek  a  Christian  solution. 

Your  pastor  apparently  has  strong 
convictions  about  baptism.  I  suggest  you 
talk  with  him  and  find  out  what  his  main 
concerns  are.  Maybe  you  can  find  a  way 
to  meet  those  concerns  without  the 
three-month  study  period. 

Although  it  is  not  a  recommended 
practice,  as  an  alternative  in  this  situa¬ 
tion,  maybe  the  pastor  would  be  willing 
to  let  another  pastor  come  to  your 
church  and  do  the  baptism. 

If  you  cannot  work  out  a  compromise, 
then  I  suggest  you  take  it  to  the  pastor- 
parish  committee.  It  is  part  of  their  job 
to  help  find  solutions  when  pastor  and 
members  cannot  resolve  it  themselves. 
Only  if  this  does  not  bring  a  solution 
would  I  suggest  you  go  to  the  district  su¬ 
perintendent. 

I  believe  that  prayer  helps  and  hope 
that  you  are  praying  not  only  for  your 
daughter  and  new  grandchild  but  also 
for  the  pastor  and  for  understanding  of 
God's  will  in  this  situation.  God  bless  you 
all  as  you  seek  a  solution. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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New  ‘posture  of  hope’  | 
seeks  church  growth 


for  United  Methodists 


By  CHERYL  A.  CAPSHAW 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Growth  Plus  is  not  a 
new  program.  It  is  a  new  posture— a  pos¬ 
ture  of  hope.  It  comes  from  the  grass¬ 
roots  and  from  the  Holy  Spirit’s  working 
in  and  through  people,”  said  the  Rev.  Joe 
A.  Harding,  a  United  Methodist  church 
growth  consultant. 

He  was  speaking  recently  to  more 
than  100  pastors  at  a  training  event  for 
Growth  Plus  consultants,  an  audience 
that  doubled  the  number  working  across 
the  church. 

Aims  at  membership  growth 

The  program,  the  brainchild  of  Dr. 
Harding,  director  of  evangelism  and 
church  growth  ministries  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  is  designed  to  help 
churches  increase  membership  growth 
and  build  discipleship  ministries. 

Growth  Plus  takes  the  concept  of 
growth  beyond  membership  to  growth  in 
ministry  and  mission,  Dr.  Harding  said. 

"The  “plus’  is  what  God  calls  us  to  do,”  he 
said.  “Every  congregation  has  a  special 
ministry  and  mission  that  can  be  discerned 
by  the  people  in  the  church  and  community 
with  the  help  of  the  consultant." 

During  the  recent  training  session, 
participants  heard  discussions  about 
evangelism,  church  and  community 
characteristics,  leadership  and  the  con¬ 
sulting  process. 

Among  the  speakers  was  the  Rev.  Herb 
Miller,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Evangelistic  Association  of  the  Christian 


Church  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

Beware  of  right-size  phrase 

Dr.  Miller  warned  consultants  that 
they  might  hear  the  phrase  “We’re  about 
the  right  size"  from  any  congregation. 

““Jesus  said,  ‘Go  into  all  the  world  and 
make  disciples,’  and  we  say,  ‘Our  church 
is  the  right  size.’  Do  you  see  the  incon¬ 
gruity  in  that?”  he  asked. 

“Our  church  is  not  the  right  size  until 
every  person  within  a  15-minute  drive 
from  us  is  churched.” 

As  he  outlined  the  characteristics  of  a 
“magnetic"  church,  Dr.  Miller  reminded 
his  audience  that  personal  contact  in 
evangelization  is  all-important. 

He  explained  that  more  than  77  per¬ 
cent  of  persons  who  attend  a  church  for 
the  first  time  do  so  because  of  personal , 
invitations.  And  he  urged  pastors  to  train 
and  mobilize  laypersons  to  visit,  because 
“it  is  the  layperson  who  says,  ’We  are  a 
friendly  church.’  ” 

Other  speakers  for  the  event  included 
Bishop  Emerson  Colaw  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.;  the  Rev.  Rodney  Smothers,  pastor 
of  Central  United  Methodist  Church,  At¬ 
lanta;  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones,  general 
secretary  of  the  Board  of  Discipleship; 
the  Rev.  Warren  Hartman,  executive 
secretary  for  the  board’s  office  of  re¬ 
search,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  assis¬ 
tant  general  secretary  for  the  board’s 
section  on  evangelism. 

Ms.  Capshaw  is  communications  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship.  Nashville.  Tenn. 


History  of  Hymns 

Arthritis-bent  hands 
didn’t  deter  composer 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  The  popular  feature, 
History  of  Hymns,  has  been  pre-empted 
from  these  pages  for  two  weeks  to  allow 
for  more  complete  coverage  of  the  1988 
United  Methodist  General  Conference. 
Following  are  Hymns  articles  originally 
scheduled  for  publication  May  6, 13  and  20. 

I  was  sinking  deep  in  sin. 

Far  from  the  peaceful  shore, 

Very  deeply  stained  within, 

Sinking  to  rise  no  more; 

But  the  Master  of  the  sea 
Heard  my  despairing  cry, 

From  the  waters  lifted  me, 

Now  safe  am  I. 

Love  lifted  me,  love  lifted  me. 

When  nothing  else  could  help, 

Love  lifted  me. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

When  James  Rowe  finished  writing 
these  lines,  he  thought  this  poem  might 
be  singable  as  a  gospel  song.  He  thought 
of  his  friend,  Howard  E.  Smith,  a  local 
church  organist,  and  invited  him  to  drop 
by  his  house. 

As  they  visited  in  the  Rowe  home  in 
Saugatuck,  Conn.,  in  1912,  they  read  the 
poem  together.  Then  Smith  sat  down  at 
the  piano  and  began  to  play. 

Louise,  Rowe’s  young  daughter  later 
recalled  that  Smith  was  a  small  man 
with  hands  so  misshapened  by  arthritis 
that  she  did  not  see  how  he  could  play  the 
piano. 

A  native  of  England,  Rowe  came  to 
the  United  States  when  he  was  25.  Work¬ 
ing  first  for  the  railroad,  then  for  a  hu¬ 
mane  society,  Rowe  eventually  became 
engrossed  in  literary  work. 

Writing  song  texts  and  editing  music 
journals,  he  was  successively  and  suc¬ 
cessfully  associated  with  the  Trio  Music 
Company,  Waco,  Texas;  A.  J.  Showalter 
Music  Company,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.; 
and  James  D.  Vaughan  Music  Company, 
Lawrenceburg,  Tenn.  These  were  major 
publishers  in  the  South. 

Later  Rowe  made  his  home  in  Wells, 
Vt.,  and  devoted  his  time  to  writing  seri¬ 
ous  and  humorous  verse  for  greeting 
card  publishers.  He  died  in  1933. 

‘Deep,  deep  love  of  Jesus’ 
has  real,  fictional  backgrounds 

O  the  deep,  deep  love  of  Jesus, 

Vast,  unmeasured,  boundless,  free! 
Rolling  as  a  mighty  ocean 
In  its  fullness  over  me. 

Underneath  me,  all  around  me. 

Is  the  current  of  thy  love; 

Leading  onward,  leading  homeward, 
To  my  glorious  rest  above. 

During  his  childhood,  Samuel  Trevor 
Francis  grew  up  in  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland.  Later  he  joined  the  Plymouth 
Brethren,  a  group  of  devout  Christians 
who  lived  in  Plymouth,  England.  They 
met  regularly  for  prayer  and  fellowship, 
and  one  of  their  main  emphases  was  bib¬ 
lical  prophecy. 

Later  he  became  a  London  merchant 
of  considerable  means  and  contributed 
generously  of  his  time  and  fortune  to  re¬ 
ligious  and  charitable  activities.  During 
the  Moody-Sankey  meetings  in  England 
(1873-75),  Francis  ably  assisted  Ira  D. 
Sankey  in  the  music. 

It  seems  that  his  experiences  in  these 
crusades  provided  the  inspiration  and 
motivation  for  writing  "O  the  deep,  deep 
love  of  Jesus,”  for  it  appeared  about 
1875.  Francis  wrote  numerous  poems 
and  hymns  which  appeared  frequently  in 
religious  newspapers. 

The  music  for  Francis’  hymn  has  both 
a  real  and  a  fictional  background. 

The  real  story  is  that  the  music  was 
written  in  1890  by  Thomas  John  Wil¬ 
liams,  a  Welsh  musician  bom  in  the 


Swansea  Valley  of  Glamorganshire. 
Within  less  than  a  decade  it  became  a  fa¬ 
vorite  for  several  hymn  texts  that  could 
be  sung  to  it. 

As  its  popularity  grew,  a  London  daily 
newspaper  carried  a  story  that  provided  ' 
the  basis  for  the  unfounded  background 
story.  In  Wales,  the  tune  was  popularly 
known  as  “Ton-y-Botel,"  which  in  En¬ 
glish  means  “the  tune  in  the  bottle.” 

The  newspaper  story  told  about  a 
young  man  who  had  sung  the  tune  in  a 
private  gathering.  When  asked  the 
source  of  the  tune,  the  young  man  laugh¬ 
ingly  told  his  friends  that  it  had  been  dis¬ 
covered  in  a  bottle,  washed  up  on  the 
Lleyn  coast  of  Wales. 

Though  unfounded,  this  strange  and 
fascinating  story  has  remained  even 
though  the  tune  name  long  ago  was  re- 
christened  “Ebenezer.” 

Famous  Irish  poet  wrote 
‘Come,  ye  disconsolate’ 

Come,  ye  disconsolate,  where'er  ye  ; 
languish. 

Come  to  the  mercy  seat,  fervently 
kneel; 

Here  bring  your  wounded  hearts, 
here  tell  your  anguish; 

Earth  has  no  sorrow  that  heav'n 
cannot  heal. 

An  Irish  Roman  Catholic  poet  wrote 
these  lines  in  1818. 

Thomas  Moore  was  born  in  Dublin, 
where  his  father  was  a  grocer  and  wine 
merchant.  Moore  studied  law  in  London 
and  briefly  held  a  government  post  in  - 
Bermuda.  He  championed  the  Irish  cause  _  J 
in  the  highest  levels  of  London  society  in 
the  early  19th  century. 

By  his  disarmingly  pleasant  personal¬ 
ity  and  the  beauty  of  his  songs  he  greatly 
aided  the  Irish  cause  and  became  a  na¬ 
tional  hero  as  had  no  other  poet  in  Irish 
history. 

“The  Last  Rose  of  Summer”  and  “Be-  . 
lieve  Me  If  All  Those  Endearing  Young 
Charms”  are  choice  examples  of  his  po¬ 
etic  skills  and  imagination. 

A  friend  of  Byron  and  Shelley,  Moore; 
was  highly  respected  in  the  literary  com¬ 
munity  of  his  day,  and  his  own  literary 
publications  brought  him  fame  and  for¬ 
tune. 

The  biblical  imagery  in  the  reference 
to  the  “mercy  seat”  may  be  found  in  Ex¬ 
odus  25:17-22.  It  was  the  gold  covering 
over  the  ark  of  the  covenant  and  was  re-  • '  * 
garded  as  the  place  of  atonement,  the 
place  of  access  to  God. 

Walkie-talkies  \ 

link  rural  unit  \ 

By  CONNIE  NELSON-DANIEL  i 

ST.  LOUIS— No  group  at  the  1988 
General  Conference  had  quicker  t 

"connections”  than  the  United  Meth-  1 

odist  Rural  Fellowship.  4 

The  group,  an  unofficial  caucus  ! 

that  lobbies  the  church  for  farm  and  ! 

rural  community  issues,  kept  in  touch  .  i 
via  portable  radios  as  they  monitored  I 

up  to  four  of  the  conference’s  12  legis-  ‘ 

lative  committees  at  a  time.  ‘ 

“This  is  the  third  time  we’ve  used  -  * 
walkie-talkies  at  General  Confer-  i 

ences,”  said  the  Rev.  Harold  I 

McSwain,  president  of  the  fellowship. 

“It  lets  us  stay  in  communication.” 

Using  the  walkie-talkies,  monitors  J 

were  able  to  communicate  from  one  * 
to  another  the  fate  of  a  proposed 
piece  of  legislation  with  the  simple  i 
push  of  a  button. 

Ms.  Nelson-Daniel  is  editor  of  the  •. 
Northwest  Texas  conference  edition  » 

of  the  Reporter. 
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The  Lafon  Home 


4201  Cadillac  St. 


New  Orleans,  La.  701 22 


A  Good  Samaritan  Agency  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Lafon  Home  Makes  Changes  in  Activities  Programs 


This  is  part  of  their  course  work  before  completing  beauty  school  program. 


INVALUABLE  VOLUNTEERS  —  Students  of  Stevenson’s  Academy  of  Beauty 
are  shown  participating  in  their  service  project  for  the  residents  of  the  Lafon  Home. 


Activities  Play  an  Important  Role 
for  the  Residents  of  Lafon  Home 


Activities  are  an  important  segment  in 
the  spectrum  of  a  rehabilitative  pro¬ 
gram.  Residents  are  encouraged  to  func¬ 
tion  socially  for  the  purpose  of  a 
significant  way  of  life.  We  have  at  Lafon 
Home,  a  well-planned,  organized  method 
of  activity  that  is  intended  to  give  the 
residents  of  the  Home  the  opportunity  to 
function  at  his/her  highest  level  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  ability.  The  activity  coordi¬ 
nator  plans,  develops  and  implements 
this  outline  of  the  residents  individually 
as  well  as  collectively. 

The  activity  program  is  incorporated 
in  the  general  nursing  program  in  rela¬ 
tions  to  activities  and  part  of  rehabilita¬ 
tive  service  to  all  other  resident  care 
services.  These  services  are  applicable 
to  all  residents  unless  medically  con¬ 
traindicated.  The  Lafon  Auxiliary,  Or¬ 
leans  Parish  Schools,  universities  and  in 
general,  the  community  are  very  helpful 
in  planning  certain  functions  where  it  is 
necessary  to  augment  some  programs. 

The  volunteers  of  the  Home  are  pri¬ 
marily  involved  with  the  activities  pro¬ 
gram.  The  coordinator  is  assigned  the 
task  of  recruiting,  orienting,  supervising 
and  evaluating  volunteers.  This  along 
with  regular  contact  is  the  most  effec¬ 
tive  method  for  residents.  Recognition  of 
the  volunteers  has  begun  on  an  annual 
basis. 
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On  April  22,  1988,  in  the  dining  area, 
we  honored  over  100  volunteers  for  the 
100  hours  given  by  them  to  the  facility 
and  the  residents.  Just  to  mention  a  few 
of  the  volunteers,  Ms.  Debbria  Brown  of 
the  Austrian  Metropolitan  Group  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  Mr.  Ted  Jones,  Stevenson’s  Acade¬ 
my  who  donated  their  time  every  week 
for  residents  without  remuneration,  in¬ 
ternationally  famous  Mr.  Dave  Bartholo¬ 
mew  and  his  big  band,  and  grammy 
award  winner,  pianist  and  composer  Al¬ 
len  Toussaint. 

There  were  certificates  of  award  and 
plaques  presented.  The  Lafon  Auxiliary 
is  endeavoring  to  increase  its  member¬ 
ship  in  numbers.  Since  this  is  a  way  to 
raise  the  image  of  the  facility  in  the 
community.  The  membership  drive  is 
taking  on  members  throughout  the  state 
because  of  the  increased  number  of  in¬ 
quiries  of  our  functions  at  the  facility. 

The  membership  is  divided  into: 

1.  Life  Member 

2.  Sustaining  Member 

3.  Active  Member 

4.  Student  Member 

5.  Organization  Member 

The  effort  is  being  led  by  the  new  pres¬ 
ident,  Mrs.  Alice  Porter  and  Mrs.  Myra- 
line  Jamison,  the  Chairperson  of 
Membership. 


LENDING  A  HAND  —  Volunteers  play  an  important  role  in  the  lives  of  the  resi¬ 
dents  at  Lafon  Home.  Lafon  Auxiliary  volunteer  Mrs.  Queen  V.  Green,  left,  assists 
resident  Mrs.  W.  T.  Handy  Sr.,  right. 


KEEPING  THINGS  BRIGHT  —  Administrator  Edward  Lang  is  appreciating  the 
bulletin  board  decorated  by  some  of  the  residents  of  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home,  with 
the  help  of  the  Volunteer  Coordinator  Mrs.  Norma  McCormick. 


I 

FINISHING  TOUCHES  —  This  resident  is  receiving  the  best  of  care  at  the  Lafon 
Home.  This  student  of  the  Stevenson’s  Beauty  Academy  is  doing  her  weekly  service 
for  the  residents. 


KEEPING  FIT  —  Resident  of  the  Lafon  Home,  Mr.  Duvall  is  pictured  leading 
some  of  the  other  residents  in  exercises  prior  to  the  evening  dinner  hour.  Staying 
active  is  part  of  the  plan  at  Lafon  Home. 


Great  things  are  happening  at  the  La¬ 
fon  Nursing  Home  in  New  Orleans.  The 
facility  is  expanding  to  meet  growing 
needs  in  the  community  of  New  Orleans 
and  its  surrounding  areas. 

The  resident  capacity  has  increased 
from  89  beds  to  104  beds  recently  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  elderly. 

Another  big  step  toward  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  residents  is  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  quality  of  care  provided  by 
the  facility.  The  Nursing  Department  is 
in  the  process  of  certifying  all  Nursing 
Assistants  in  the  area  of  geriatric  care. 
This  program  for  certification  will  in¬ 
struct  the  nursing  assistants  on  the  spe¬ 
cial  needs  and  physical  limitations  of  the 
elderly,  with  a  concentration  within  the 
scope  of  proper  exercise,  personal  hy¬ 
giene  and  nutrition.  This  educational 
program  will  allow  the  nursing  assis¬ 


tants  to  better  understand  and  assist  the 
residents  in  their  activities  of  daily  liv¬ 
ing. 

There  is  an  abundance  of  activities 
that  are  organized  by  the  staff  and  vol¬ 
unteers  from  the  community  for  the  resi¬ 
dents  to  participate  in.  These  activities 
range  from  working  with  ceramics  and 
painting,  including  painting  by  music  for 
the  blind  residents,  to  field  trips  and 
trips  to  the  theater. 

Thanks  to  fund  raisers  held  by  volun¬ 
teers  and  the  Lafon  Auxiliary  Club,  mon¬ 
ey  has  been  raised  for  different  needs, 
including  a  van  that  is  used  for  the  trips 
the  residents  make. 

Many  things  are  changing  at  Lafon 
Home,  and  they  are  improvements 
changing  the  quality  of  life  of  the  resi¬ 
dents. 


TALKING  IT  OVER  —  The  administrator  of  Lafon,  Edward  Lang,  is  speaking  to 
members  of  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  relative  to  the  Development  Capital 
Drive.  Pictured  are,  from  left  to  right,  Edward  Lang,  Doris  Bell  and  Willie  Mae 
Ware. 


Lafon  Home  Activity  Program 

Residents  participate  by  choice  in  the  following  activities: 

1.  Cooking  Circle  —  Residents  meet  bi-monthly  to  enjoy  cooking 
experiences.  We  have  made: 

—  Homemade  Ice  Cream 

—  Pizza 

—  Fruit  Salad 

—  Vegetable  Salad 

—  Ice  Cream  Soda 

—  Banana  Surprise 

—  Five-cup  honey  butter  balls 

2.  Ceramics 

a.  Christmas  (candy  dishes,  Santa’s  boot,  large  and  small  orna¬ 
ments,  mug  and  large  Christmas  tree) 

b.  Large  pitcher  and  swan,  standing  soap  dish,  tulip  flower  pot, 
ash  trays,  butterflies. 

c.  Easter  —  Egg  shape  candy  dish,  working  bunnies,  life-size 
eggs,  etc. 

d.  Frog,  spoon  rest,  heart-shaped  jewelry  box 

3.  Plaster  craft 

a.  Praying  hands 

b.  Fruit  wall  plaques 

c.  Paper  weights 

4.  Monthly  Birthday  Parties 

5.  Field  Trips 

a.  River  Walk 

b.  Zoo 

c.  French  Quarter 

d.  Movies 

e.  Shopping  Center 

f.  Theater  (Mama  I  Want  to  Sing) 

6.  Special  Events 

a.  Mardi  Gras  Ball 

b.  Valentine  Special 

c.  Black  History  Celebration 

d.  Easter  Egg  Hunt 

e.  Volunteer  Recognition  Program 

f.  Country  Ho-down 

g.  Older  American  Month  Celebration 

h.  Mother’s  Day  Buffet 

i.  Ice-Cream  Parlor  Party 

j.  Hawaiian  Luau 

k.  Picnics 

l.  Fashion  Show 

m.  Holiday  Parties 

n.  First  Thanksgiving  Celebration 

7.  Services  Provided  by  the  Community 

a.  Beauticians  come  weekly  from  Stevenson’s  Academy  of  Hair 
Design 

b.  Musical  entertainment  provided  by  churches  and  social 
groups 
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New  Pictorial  Directory  Planned  — 

Photos  to  be  taken  at  Conference 

Photographs  will  be  taken  at  the  Annual  Conference  for  a  new  pictorial 
directory  of  ministers,  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Williamson,  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  Director  has  announced.  It  will  be  similar  to  the  one  produced  four 
years  ago. 

Pictures  will  be  taken  in  the  Student  Union  Building  on  Monday,  June  6,  from 
8:30  a.m.  until  1  p.m.  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  from  8  a.m.  until  4  p.m. 
Individual  pictures  can  be  taken  in  less  than  five  minutes  and  there  will  be  two 
photographers  from  Olan  Mills  on  hand  to  keep  things  running  smoothly  and 
quickly. 

The  layout  for  the  directories  will  be  done  shortly  after  Annual  Conference 
and  if  all  goes  as  planned,  the  pictorial  directory  should  be  completed  by 
September. 

All  ministers  are  urged  to  have  their  pictures  made  for  the  directory.  There 
is  no  cost  and  each  minister  will  receive  a  free  8  x  10  photograph. 

So  please,  come  to  Annual  Conference  with  a  smile  and  stop  by  the  Student 
Union  Building  to  have  your  picture  made. 


Devotional  Speakers  Scheduled  For  Annual  Conference 


A  tradition  of  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  has  been  to  begin  each  morn¬ 
ing’s  activity  with  a  Service  of  Worship. 
These  devotional  services  will  be  held  at 
8:30  a.m.  each  day  in  the  Gold  Dome  at 
Centenary  College. 

On  Tuesday,  June  7,  the  devotional 
speaker  will  be  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo. 
Rev.  Montegudo,  born  in  Bastrop,  is  cur¬ 
rently  the  local  pastor  serving  the 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek  charge,  where 
she  has  served  since  1985. 

Rev.  Montegudo  graduated  from  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  in  1968  with  a  bachelor’s 
in  English  and  received  her  master’s  in 
guidance  and  counseling  from  Louisiana 
Tech  in  1973.  She  then  enrolled  in  the 


Course  of  Study  School  at  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  SMU. 

Rev.  Montegudo’s  husband,  Sidney  is 
the  diaconal  minister  of  music  at  Za¬ 
chary  United  Methodist  Church.  They 
have  two  children,  John  and  Katherine. 
A  former  member  of  the  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  Choir,  music  is  her  chief  hobby. 

The  Wednesday  morning  speaker  will 
be  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin.  He  is  currently 
serving  as  the  Chaplain  at  Dixon  Correc¬ 
tional  Institute.  Rev.  Griffin,  a  native  of 
Alexandria,  was  ordained  an  elder  at  his 
home  church,  Newman  UMC,  Alexandria 
in  1964. 

He  received  his  bachelor’s  from  Dil¬ 
lard  University  in  religion  and  philoso¬ 


phy  with  a  minor  in  English.  Rev.  Griffin 
received  his  Master  of  Divinity  from 
Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlan¬ 
ta,  Georgia  and  then  did  post  graduate 
work  at  LSU,  Northwestern  University 
in  Evanston,  Illinois  and  Pastoral  Clini¬ 
cal  Education  at  Baptist  Hospital  in  New 
Orleans. 

Rev.  Griffin  has  served  the  Franklin- 
ton  charge,  Neely  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  and  as  chaplain 
at  Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  prior  to 
his  work  at  Dixon.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Chaplain’s  Association  and  the 
American  Protestant  Correctional  Chap¬ 
lain’s  Association. 

Rev.  Griffin  is  married  to  Marian 


Heath  and  they  have  three  children,  Ber¬ 
trand  II,  who  is  a  junior  at  Dillard,  Ka¬ 
ren  and  Michael.  The  Griffins  have  their 
charge  membership  at  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  devotional  speaker  for  Thursday 
will  be  Dr.  Webb  D.  Pomeroy,  T.  L. 
James  Professor  of  Religion  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College. 

Dr.  Pomeroy  graduated  from  Centena¬ 
ry  College  in  1944  with  a  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  and  then  graduated  with  a  Bachelor 
of  Divinity  degree  from  Union  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  of  New  York  in  1946.  In 
1953,  Dr.  Pomeroy  received  his  doctor¬ 
ate  of  philosophy  from  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 


Among  Dr.  Pomeroy’s  many  honors, 
he  was  chosen  as  Centenary  Teacher  of 
the  Year  in  1967  and  was  elected  to  the 
Centenary  Hall  of  Fame  in  1988. 

He  came  to  Centenary  in  1953  as  an  in¬ 
structor  in  Bible  and  in  1975  was  named 
the  first  incumbent  to  Centenary’s  sec¬ 
ond  endowed  academic  chair,  the  T.  L. 
James  Chair  of  Religion. 

He  has  written  hundreds  of  articles 
and  has  produced  a  large  number  of  lec¬ 
tures  on  video.  Dr.  Pomeroy  is  well- 
known  throughout  the  South  as  a  speaker 
and  a  preacher.  Currently,  he  serves  on 
the  editorial  staff  of  the  new  Centenary 
Journal,  a  collection  of  scholarly  articles 
for  United  Methodist  ministers. 


Dr.  Pomeroy  served  as  a  Chaplain  in 
the  United  States  Naval  Reserve  and 
then  served  as  pastor  of  the  Deerford 
United  Methodist  Church  from  1951-53. 
He  and  his  wife,  Juanita  Newton,  have 
four  children,  Deborah  Pomeroy,  Leah 
Pomeroy  Collier,  Allen  and  Mark  Po¬ 
meroy. 

Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks  Sr.,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Algiers,  will 
be  the  presider  for  each  of  the  morning 
devotional  services. 

Delegates  to  Annual  Conference  are 
sure  to  find  these  devotional  speakers  in¬ 
teresting  and  inspiring  and  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  attend  these  morning  services  of 
worship. 


GIVING  DEVOTIONALS  —  These  three  Methodists  will  be  giving  the  devotional 
messages  at  Annual  Conference.  They  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Dr.  Webb  Pomeroy,  Rev. 
Ellen  Montegudo  and  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin. 


Music  Leaders  Prepare  for  Conference 


Music  has  always  played  an  important 
role  at  Annual  Conference  and  this  year 
will  be  no  exception.  Methodists  have 
quite  a  reputation  for  their  singing  and 
playing  of  music  and  this  year  at  Annual 
Conference  there  will  be  a  few  new  faces 
in  those  roles. 

One  new  face  will  be  Lori  Blount,  who 
will  be  a  special  guest  soloist  at  the 
morning  devotional. 

Blount  received  her  bachelor  of  music 
from  Centenary  College  in  1986,  finishing 
magna  cum  laude.  Blount  has  television 
experience  as  a  model  and  a  spokesper¬ 
son  and  has  performed  in  numerous  op¬ 
eras,  plays  and  in  musical  theatre. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir  and  toured  with  them  in  11 
countries  across  Europe  and  Asia. 
Blount  performed  as  a  soloist  with  the 
choir.  She  was  also  Miss  Shreveport  in 
1985  and  Miss  Louisiana  First  Runner- 
Up,  also  in  1985. 

Blount  is  currently  employed  as  the 
music  director  of  St.  John’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Clinton,  Mississippi  and 
as  a  part-time  French  teacher  at  Wood¬ 
land  Hills  Academy  in  Jackson,  Miss.  She 


is  married  to  Chris  Blount,  the  son  of 
Ruston  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Hen¬ 
ry  Blount. 

_  Playing  the  piano  during  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  Rev.  James  McLelland, 
pastor  of  Lakeview  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Minden,  where  he  has  been  for 
the  past  three  years. 

McLelland  graduated  from  Texas 
Christian  University  in  Fort  Worth  with 
a  bachelor’s  degree  in  Church  Music.  He 
also  received  his  master  of  theology 
from  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
SMU.  McLelland  studied  organ  in  Ger¬ 
many  under  the  Fulbright  Scholarship 
and  is  a  certified  Minister  of  Music. 

He  has  served  in  the  past  as  the  asso¬ 
ciate  minister,  the  minister  of  music  and 
organist  for  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston.  McLelland  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Fellowship  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the  Other  Arts 
and  is  an  experienced  church  pianist,  or¬ 
ganist,  choir  director,  music  administra¬ 
tor  and  pastor. 

McLelland  and  his  wife  Velma  have 
two  daughters,  Jennifer  and  Heather. 

Another  special  feature  this  year  will  be 


the  Dillard  University  Choir,  who  will  be 
performing  for  the  first  time  at  Annual 
Conference. 

The  music  to  be  provided  by  these  ded- 


SOLOIST  —  Lori  Blount  will  be  per¬ 
forming  as  soloist  at  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Centenary 
College,  with  a  bachelor’s  in  music. 


icated  and  talented  United  Methodists 
will  serve  as  a  real  treat,  as  well  as  an 
inspiration  to  all  those  attending  Annual 
Conference, 


PLAYING  THE  PIANO  —  Rev. 


James  McLelland  will  be  playing  the  pi¬ 
ano  at  Annual  Conference.  Rev.  McLel¬ 
land  is  the  pastor  at  Lakeview  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minden. 


The  Legacy  of  the  Trotter  Family  ends  at  First  UMC  in  New  Iberia 


Mary  Alice  Trotter  died  April  1,  1988. 
She  was  part  of  the  music  program  of 
First  Church  in  New  Iberia  for  47  years, 
having  organized  her  first  choir  when 
she  was  only  19  years  old.  She  was  a 
church  organist  at  New  Iberia  for  40 
years. 

She  was  a  music  teacher,  Lay  Dele¬ 
gate  to  Annual  Conference  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Administrative  Board. 

For  the  past  107  years,  a  Trotter  has 
served  as  a  leader  in  the  First  UMC  New 
Iberia  congregation.  Albert  Higdon  Trot¬ 
ter  joined  the  church  April  3,  1881  on 
profession  of  faith  under  the  ministry  of 


the  Rev.  Alfred  E.  Clay.  In  1882,  he  be¬ 
came  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School  and  remained  at  that  post  until 
his  death  on  May  8,  1936.  Albert  fre¬ 
quently  paid  for  Sunday  School  literature 
out  of  his  own  pocket.  An  entry  in  his 
own  personal  diary  dated  March  9,  1885 
reads:  "Paid  for  Sunday  School  literature 
$11.65  (eleven  dollars  and  sixty-five 
cents)  borrowed  from  Mr.  H.  White  $2.85 
(two  dollars  and  eight-five  cents).’’  He 
served  as  a  director  of  Iberia  Building 
Association,  which  is  now  Iberia  Savings 
and  Loan  Association. 

Albert’s  son,  John  Alden  Trotter, 
joined  the  church  in  New  Iberia  January 


12,  1902.  He  was  active  from  the  start  in 
youth  work,  both  locally  and  on  the  Con¬ 
ference  level.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
Sunday  School  for  many  years,  and  trea¬ 
surer  for  the  church  for  49  years.  On 
June  22,  1916,  he  married  Florence  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Cherry  of  Lillie,  Louisiana.  Born  of 
the  union  was  one  son,  John  Wallace 
Trotter  on  June  14,  1917.  John  W.  once 
told  Rev.  Hugh  Baker  that  he  could  not 
remember  a  time  when  he  was  not  in¬ 
volved  at  First  Church. 

He  served  in  every  leadership  position 
of  the  church  including  Chairman  of  the 
Board  twice  and  as  a  lay  member  of  the 
Annual  Conference  for  many  years.  He 


served  as  secretary-treasurer  of  the  1000 
Club,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  the  Laity  and  as  treasurer 
of  the  Howard  Daughenbough  Scholar¬ 
ship  Fund.  John  served  as  Chief  Execu¬ 
tive  Officer  of  the  Iberia  Savings  and 
Loan  Association. 

Upon  his  death  June  4,  1985,  his  devot¬ 
ed  wife  Mary  Alice,  carried  on  the  fam¬ 
ily  tradition  of  leadership  at  First 
Church.  United  Methodists,  not  only  at 
First  Church  New  Iberia  but  also  in  the 
Conference  and  General  Church,  have 
been  blessed  by  this  talented  and  gener¬ 
ous  family. 


Special  Events  to  Highlight  Jurisdictional  Worship  Convocation 


Special  events  will  highlight  the  con¬ 
tinuous  round  of  classes  and  workshops 
at  "LITTLE  ROCK  ’88,”  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction’s  Worship  Convocation 
happening  this  summer  beginning  at 
noon  on  August  4th  and  ending  by  2:30 
p.m.  on  August  7. 

There  will  be  two  concerts:  an  organ 
recital  presented  by  Dr.  Antone  Godding, 
head  of  the  Organ  Department  at  Okla¬ 
homa  City  and  Organ  Clinician  for  this 
year’s  convocation;  and  a  handbell  con¬ 
cert  by  one  of  the  choirs  from  St.  James 
United  Methodist  Church,  which  will  be 
directed  by  Felix  and  Martha  Lynn 
Thompson.  Another  of  the  exciting  offer¬ 


ings  will  be  "A  Hymn  Festival”  directed 
by  John  Yarrington  and  Roger  Deschner. 
There  will  also  be  two  mini-concerts  by 
local  Little  Rock  musicians,  harpist  An¬ 
gela  Lu  Fox  and  Soprano  Carolyn  Staley. 
The  special  events  are  rounded  off  by 
a  talent  show,  an  evening  of  fun  with 
"The  Grasshopper,”  and  an  opportunity 
to  have  dinner  out  in  Little  Rock. 

“Little  Rock  ’88"  is  designed  to  help 
people  in  local  churches  to  develop  their 
particular  skills,  whether  they  serve  a 
large  or  small  church.  There  will  be 
classes  with  outstanding  faculty  mem¬ 
bers,  worship  celebrations,  reading  ses¬ 
sions,  fellowship  times  and  of  course  the 


special  events. 

The  faculty  includes  such  notables  as 
Eugene  Butler,  John  Yarrington,  Mark 
Wilson,  Antone  Godding  and  Dorothy 
Sawalski  in  Music;  Roger  Deschner, 
Andy  Langford,  Fred  Kandeler,  Jerry 
Henry,  and  Rex  Carleton  in  Worship; 
Martha  Lynn  and  Felix  Thompson,  and 
Fran  Callahan  in  Handbells;  Carolee 
Syres  in  Visuals  and  Lorene  Patterson  in 
Dance,  plus  many  others. 

Early  registration  costs  for  members 
of  the  Fellowship  are: 

—  Full-time  Adults  $125;  Youth  $100. 

(includes  all  meals) 

—  Local  Adults  $75;  Youth  $55. 


(No  meals) 

Non-members  should  add  $20  to  their 
registration  checks. 

After  July  15th,  the  fees  all  increase  by 
$20  and  that  amount  should  be  added  to 
all  registrations. 

Registrations  complete  with  checks 
should  be  sent  to:  SCJ  "Little  Rock  ’88,” 
c/o  Little  Rock  Convention  Bureau,  P.O. 
Box  207,  Little  Rock,  AR  72203. 

Housing  is  at  the  Hilton  Hotel,  925 
South  University,  Little  Rock,  AR  72204, 
(501)  664-5020.  The  cost  will  be  $40  each 
night  for  each  room  —  (single,  up  to  four 
persons.) 


Persons,  Churches,  Events  Announcement 


Virgil  Hilburn  of  Shreveport  has  been 
appointed  as  the  treasurer  of  the  1,000 
Club  effective  June  1,  1988.  He  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Conference  Lay  Leader  Hu¬ 
bert  Blanchard,  to  replace  W.  A.  “Bill” 
Ford,  who  has  officially  resigned  as  of 


that  date.  Hilburn  came  highly  recom¬ 
mended  and  he  accepted  the  appoint¬ 
ment.  All  money  collected  by  the  district 
chairperson  of  the  1,000  Club  should  be 
sent  to  Virgil  Hilburn,  P.O.  Box  5578, 
Shreveport,  LA  71105. 


The  Ellis  Holiness  Tabernacle  will 
hold  their  annual  revival  on  May  30,  31, 
June  1-3.  There  will  be  a  service  of  mu¬ 
sic  and  preaching  beginning  each  eve¬ 
ning  at  7  p.m.  Rev.  Joe  Hoover  will 
deliver  the  messages  each  service. 

The  revival,  which  has  taken  place  an¬ 


nually  since  1905,  will  include  ujui  L rul¬ 
ed  Methodist  churches,  Crowley  UMC, 
Maxie  UMC,  Wesley  UMC  of  Crowley 
and  Rayne  UMC.  Friends  and  neighbors 
are  invited  to  attend  these  services 
nightly  at  7  p.m. 


HARD  AT  WORK  —  These  ladies  from  various  Methodist  churches  volunteered 
their  time  and  services  to  help  put  the  Pre-Conference  Report  books  together.  Pic¬ 
tured  are  from  I.  to  r.,  Lee  Ethel  Patty,  Sandra  Loy,  Jewell  Warnack,  Leslie  Loy, 
Mamie  Younger  and  Mary  "Mac”  Lee. 


Information  on  Annual  Conference 


The  Pre-Conference  report  book  with 
information  pertaining  to  the  1988  Loui¬ 
siana  Annual  Conference  has  been 
mailed  to  both  clergy  and  lay  members. 

If  you  have  not  received  the  material 
by  now,  please  call  (504)  346-1646  and  ask 
for  Liz  Lucas  in  the  Council  on  Ministries 


Office. 

Any  lay  member  who  is  unable  to  at¬ 
tend  is  asked  to  give  all  information  to 
their  elected  alternate.  Pastors  are  re¬ 
quested  to  be  sure  this  transfer  occurs, 
so  that  the  alternate  will  have  the  proper 
credentials  for  registration. 


BUSY  VOLUNTEERS  —  These  ladies  were  just  some  of  the  numerous  helpers 
who  put  the  Pre-Conference  Reports  together.  They  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Ina  Porter, 
Edwina  Smith,  Barbara  Tate,  Inez  Townsend,  Ethel  Lee  Patty  and  Josie  Newell. 


On  3 he  Way  . . . 


I  am  an  admirer  of  Robert  E.  Lee.  In  his  book,  Lee:  The  Last  Years,  Charles 
Bracelin  Flood  relates  an  incident  that  shows  Lee’s  care  for  the  students  at 
Washington  College.  One  day  Lee  had  a  brief  conversation  with  a  new  instruc¬ 
tor  at  the  college. 

“The  general  stopped  and  ‘inquired  how  I  was  getting  on  with  my 
work.'  I  replied  that  I  hoped  I  was  doing  fairly  well. 

May  I  give  you  one  piece  of  advice,  sir?’  Of  course,  I  said  I  should  be 
delighted  to  receive  it. 

‘Well,  sir,  always  observe  the  stage  driver’s  rule.’ 

‘What  is  that,  General?’ 

Always  take  care  of  the  poor  horses.’” 

Doesn’t  that  speak  a  word  to  all  of  us! 

By  the  way,  do  you  know  Lee’s  last  words?  As  he  sank  into  a  coma,  his  wife 
Mary  sat  beside  him  in  her  wheelchair.  In  her  words,  “He  wandered  to  those 
dreadful  battlefields”  and  cried  out,  “Tell  Hill  he  must  co-"0  up!”  His  last 
words  were  the  familiar  words  he  had  spoken  to  his  orderly  almost  every 
morning  during  the  war  as  he  had  prepared  to  move  from  his  resting  place: 
"Strick  up  the  tent!”  ^  .  .  /?  - - .. 
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Remember:  Thou  shall  not  steal 


If  your  bank’s  “automatic  teller  ma¬ 
chine"  were  to  dispense  $20  bills  in  place 
of  the  $5  bills  you  requested,  would  you: 
(a)  alert  the  bank  of  the  overpayment;  (b) 
keep  the  money  and  tell  no  one;  (c)  keep 
the  money  and  tell  others,  in  effect,  to 
“come  and  get  it”? 

If  your  answer  is  “a,”  you  are  in  a 
very  small  minority,  judging  from  a  re¬ 
cent  incident  in  New  York  City.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  an  Associated  Press  news  story,  a 
bank  employee  inadvertently  loaded  a 
canister  of  $20  bills  into  an  automated 
teller  machine  slot  intended  for  $5  bills. 

As  a  result,  customers  using  the  ma¬ 
chine  received  four  times  the  amount  of 
cash  they  requested.  The  machine  dis¬ 
pensed  nearly  $5,000  in  overpayments 
before  the  problem  was  corrected.  Bank 
officials  said  that  only  “one  or  two”  peo¬ 
ple  reported  the  overpayments.  The  vast 
majority  “took  the  money  and  ran.” 

One  man  reportedly  said  that  he 
“called  everybody  I  knew.”  Others  quiet¬ 
ly  “sneaked  out”  with  their  ill-gotten 
funds,  the  Associated  Press  reported. 

No  estimate  can  be  made  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  may  have  known 
about  the  potential  bonanza  but  resisted 
the  temptation  to  take  advantage. 

Nevertheless,  this  incident  is  a  woeful 
commentary  on  the  honesty  of  everyday 
“people  on  the  street”  in  contemporary 
American  culture— people  who  didn’t  set 
out  to  rob  a  bank  but  who  couldn’t  resist 
when  a  chance  to  do  so  arose  at  appar¬ 
ently  little  risk. 

Unfortunately,  this  incident  is  merely 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  latest  example  of  a  prevailing  “it’s 
OK  as  long  as  I  don’t  get  caught”  atti¬ 
tude  toward  theft. 

Disclosures  of  illegal  "insider”  stock 
market  trading,  of  efforts  by  civilian 
contractors  to  defraud  the  U.S.  military 
of  millions  of  dollars  and  of  elaborate 
tax  evasion  schemes  by  high-living  hotel 
magnates  have  become  almost  too  com¬ 
mon  to  merit  headlines. 

It’s  not  difficult,  in  light  of  such  wide¬ 
spread,  large-scale  misconduct,  for  one 
to  assume  that  “everybody”  engages  in 
some  kind  of  dishonesty  and  that,  by 
comparison,  petty  theft  from  an  auto¬ 
mated  teller  is  “no  big  deal.” 

As  Christians,  we  should  declare  that 
assumption  untrue  both  with  our  words 
and  in  our  deeds.  In  an  age  when  many 
have  reduced  “immorality”  to  a  code 
word  for  sexual  misconduct,  we  should 
point  out  that  “Thou  shalt  not  steal”  re¬ 
mains  God’s  law  and  part  of  society’s 
ethical  bedrock. 

Theft,  no  matter  how  petty  and  imper¬ 
sonal,  erodes  that  bedrock  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  capacity  of  individuals  and 
societies  to  nurture  mutual  trust.  Simi¬ 
larly,  encouraging  others  to  steal,  or 
"laughing  it  off"  when  they  do,  corrupts 
both  personal  morality  and  the  moral 
climate  of  society. 

We  who  follow  Christ  should  resist  any 
temptation  to  participate  in  or  excuse 
such  behavior. 

That  includes  refusing  to  steal  ever, 
under  any  circumstances— and  admon¬ 
ishing  others  to  do  likewise. 


3  cheers  for  decision 


My  Witness 


e Campesinos 9  teach  us  how  to  be  thankfiil 


By  RANDY  WALLACE 

"Gracias  a  Dios”  (Thanks  be  to  God).  I 
have  often  heard  this  phrase  as  an  add¬ 
on  to  a  reply: 

“I’m  fine,  gracias  a  Dios."  “My  trip 
went  well,  gracias  a  Dios."  “I’m  better, 
gracias  a  Dios." 

After  two  years  spent  as  a  Peace  Corps 
volunteer  in  the  Dominican  Republic,  I 
never  ceased  wondering  whenever  I 
heard  this  phrase.  Such  thankfulness  in 
the  midst  of  poverty  and  struggle! 

How  rarely  we  hear  this  thankfulness 
among  ourselves  these  days.  How  rarely 
we  express  thanks  for  what  we  have 
amid  all  our  abundance. 

How  much  the  “campesinos”  of  the 
poor  countries  have  to  teach  us  about 
simplicity  and  thankfulness! 


She  was  a  coffee  worker,  earning  a  lit¬ 
tle  money  during  the  coffee  harvest  and 
trying  desperately  to  keep  food  on  the  ta¬ 
ble  the  rest  of  the 
year. 

She  lit  some  pre¬ 
cious  expensive  can¬ 
dles  and  brought 
them  out  to  me  so  I 
might  have  some 
light  to  work  by.  She 
brought  out  a  steam¬ 
ing  bowl  of  soup  to 
me  and  insisted  that  I  eat. 

I  knew  that  she  was  depriving  herself, 
that  she  would  probably  do  without  her 
own  supper  that  night.  To  her,  it  was  a 
perfectly  natural  thing  to  do,  and  she  ex¬ 
pected  no  thanks  in  return. 


Randy  Wallace 


Neighbor  gives  thanks 

My  next-door  neighbor  in  the  Domini¬ 
can  Republic  was  a  woman  who  led  a  life 
of  hardship  and  poverty.  She  had  seen 
five  of  her  children  die  in  childhood. 

She  once  told  me  what  she  felt  was  the 
purpose  of  life:  “To  raise  our  children 
well,  to  work  hard,  to  enjoy  the  good 
times  and  to  be  kind  to  those  around  you.” 

And  this  woman  always  had  a  “gracias 
a  Dios”  on  her  lips! 

Once,  I  was  trying  to  repair  my  motor¬ 
cycle,  which  had  broken  down  on  a 
mountain  road,  on  a  cold  windy  night. 
Off  the  side  of  the  road  was  a  small 
wooden  shack  where  a  very  poor  woman 
and  her  three  small  children  lived. 


Markets  have  meager  offerings 

I’ll  never  forget  wandering  around  one 
day  in  a  small  village  in  neighboring 
Haiti.  It  was.  market  day,  and  the  mea¬ 
ger  offerings  were  spread  out  on  the 
ground  under  the  hot  sun. 

As  I  stopped  to  rest  momentarily  under 
an  old  rickety  lean-to,  an  emaciated 
woman,  bent  and  old,  slowly  approached. 
In  her  hand  was  a  cracked  wooden  gourd. 

She  held  out  the  gourd  and  stared  at 
me,  wordlessly  asking  for  a  scrap  of 
food,  and  I  suddenly  felt  very  small  in 
her  presence.  Her  eyes  held  no  hope,  no 
fear,  no  accusation,  nothing.  She  simply 
waited,  and  I  couldn’t  help  thinking 
about  how  very  close  we  were  to  the 


not  to  boycott  grapes! 


richest  nation  in  the  world. 

During  a  sermon  in  a  small  Protestant 
church,  a  Dominican  pastor,  reflecting 
upon  1  Timothy  6,  said: 

"The  world  waits  for  us  so  we  share 
with  each  other;  God  wants  us  to  live 
reasonable  lives  so  everyone  might  have 
the  necessities  of  life,  shoes,  clothes,  etc. 
God  directs  us  to  work  this  way,  for  each 
other,  to  provide  for  others.  God  wants 
us  all  to  have  bread  and  shelter.” 

And  how  often  that  can  be  difficult  to 
accept? 

As  an  American,  I  have  bread  and 
shelter  and  plenty  of  each.  There  are 
plenty  of  others  with  neither. 

I  try  to  share 

God  tells  me  to  share,  to  provide  for 
others.  He  is  waiting.  I  try.  And  yet,  I  am 
reminded  of  a  passage  from  a  book  I 
read  during  my  stay  in  the  Dominican 
Republic. 

Entitled  “A  Dry  White  Season,”  by  An¬ 
dre  Brink,  it  is  the  story  of  a  white  South 
African  schoolteacher  whose  black  ac¬ 
quaintance  dies  while  in  police  custody. 
In  his  quest  to  learn  the  truth  about  his 
friend’s  death,  he  loses  his  friends,  his  job, 
his  family’s  love  and  finally  his  own  life. 

After  a  hostile  encounter  with  some 
young  poor  blacks  in  a  township,  he  re¬ 
flects: 

“I  wanted  to  help.  Right.  I  meant  it  very 
sincerely.  But  I  wanted  to  do  it  on  my 
terms.  And  I  am  white;  they  are  black. 

“I  thought  it  was  possible  to  reach  out 
beyond  our  whiteness  and  blackness.  I 
thought  that  to  reach  out  and  touch 
hands  across  the  gulf  would  be  sufficient 
in  itself.  But  I  grasped  so  little,  really;  as 
if  good  intentions  from  my  side  could 
solve  it  all.  It  was  presumptuous  of  me. 

“In  an  ordinary  world,  a  natural  one,  I 


might  have  succeeded.  But  not  in  this  de¬ 
ranged,  divided  age.  I  can  do  all  I  can  for 
Gordon  or  the  scores  of  others  who  have 
come  to  me;  I  can  imagine  myself  in 
their  shoes;  I  can  project  myself  into 
their  suffering.  But  I  cannot,  ever,  live 
their  lives  for  them.” 

My  efforts  were  accepted 

But  my  Dominican  neighbors  accepted 
my  feeble  efforts,  though  they  didn’t  un¬ 
derstand  my  motives.  So  often  the  chil¬ 
dren  would  come  over,  just  to  talk  or 
hang  out  or  to  stare  shyly  from  the  road, 
asking  nothing  except  my  friendship. 
Their  lives  were  hard  but  more  special 
because  of  the  special  qualities  they  saw 
in  each  other. 

And  when  I  think  back  around  Christ¬ 
mas,  I  know  that  there  were  no  decorat¬ 
ed  trees,  no  special  cakes,  no  presents, 
no  turkey  roasting  in  the  oven.  But,  there 
will  have  been  family  get-togethers, 
singing  and  plenty  of  conversation  and 
laughter  lasting  far  into  the  night. 

Passersby  were  greeted  and  called  to 
come  share  a  cup  of  hot  ginger  tea 
around  the  charcoal  fire. 

How  much  one  wants  to  say  to  them, 
as  we  read  in  James  2:5:  "Listen  to  me, 
dear  brothers:  God  has  chosen  the  poor 
people  to  be  rich  in  faith,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Heaven  is  theirs,  for  that  is  the 
gift  God  has  promised  to  all  who  love 
Him.” 

But  somehow,  I  think  they  may  al¬ 
ready  know.  “Gracias  a  Dios.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Randy  Wallace  is  a  member  of  Wil¬ 
low  Glen  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Jose.  Calif.  (Calif ornia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference ). 


Here  I  Stand 

We  should  use  words 
to  heal,  not  hurt  others 


To  the  Editor: 

Three  cheers  for  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference  for  rejecting  a  general  boycott  of 
California  table  grapes  by  a  556-328  vote. 

Three  cheers  for  California  agriculture. 
The  industry  has  worked  hard  for  im¬ 
provement  The  1980s  have  seen  a  dramat¬ 
ic  turn  for  the  better,  as  California  has  led 
the  nation  with  advances  in  safe  food  and 
with  legal  action  for  farm  workers. 

Government  testing  of  California’s 
food  products  reveals  that  only  2  percent 
exceeds  permissible  levels  of  pesticides. 
That’s  not  perfect,  but  it  is  the  best  rec¬ 
ord  in  the  nation. 

More  outstanding  is  the  record  on  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes— none  exceeding  the 
government’s  permissible  pesticide  levels. 

California’s  Agricultural  Labor  Rela¬ 
tions  Act  is  the  pace-setter  for  the  nation. 
In  the  last  10  months  of  1987,  the  State 
Agricultural  Labor  Relations  Board  has 
made  15  decisions  for  the  United  Farm 
Workers,  eight  for  the  farmers  and  one 
tie,  as  reported  by  the  legislature’s  As¬ 
sembly  Agriculture  Committee. 

Tex-Cal,  a  grape  growing  corporation, 
was  taken  to  court  by  the  state  Agricul¬ 
ture  Labor  Relations  Board.  The  presi¬ 
dent  was  jailed  for  six  months  and  fined 
$200,000  along  with  other  officers. 

Tex-Cal  is  now  out  of  business,  in  part, 
because  of  its  bad  farm  labor  record.  We 
need  to  recognize  the  system  is  working 
with  unprecedented  breakthroughs. 

The  farm  crisis  of  the  1980s  has  taught 
California  UMs  the  importance  of  fair¬ 
ness  to  all. 

The  general  church  will  find  that  Cali¬ 
fornia  UMs,  in  our  denomination’s  most 
inclusive  annual  conferences,  can  be 
trusted  to  be  fair  and  effective  on  farm- 

justice  issues.  _  .. 

Charles  A.  Woodworth 
Turlock,  California 

Convictions  mark  ‘spirit’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  hope  and  pray  that  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  is  correct  when  he  says  that  the 
“catholic  spirit"  animated  the  delibera¬ 
tions  at  the  1988  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  May  6). 
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I  think,  nonetheless,  that  we  must 
sometimes  remind  ourselves  what  the 
catholic  spirit  is  not.  It  is  not  an  obses¬ 
sion  with  reaching  agreement  or  consen¬ 
sus  at  any  price.  It  is  ®ot  an 
unprincipled,  wishy-washy  “pluralism.” 

John  Wesley  said:  “It  is  not  an  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  all  opinions:  this  is  the  spawn  of 
hell,  not  the  offspring  of  heaven.  This  un¬ 
settledness  of  thought,  this  being  ‘driven 
to  and  fro,  and  tossed  about  with  every 
wind  of  doctrine,’  is  a  great  curse,  not  a 
blessing;  an  irreconcilable  enemy,  not  a 
friend,  to  true  Catholicism. 

“A  man  of  truly  catholic  spirit  has  not 
now  his  religion  to  seek.  He  is  fixed  as 
the  sin  in  his  judgment  concerning  the 
main  branches  of  Christian  doctrine.  It  is 
true,  he  is  always  ready  to  bear  and 
weigh  whatsoever  can  be  offered  against 
his  principles;  but  as  this  does  not  show 
any  wavering  in  his  own  mind,  so  neither 
does  it  occasion  any. 

“He  does  not  halt  between  two  opin¬ 
ions,  nor  vainly  endeavor  to  blend  them 
into  one.  Observe  this,  you  who  know  not 
what  spirit  ye  are  of:  Who  call  your¬ 
selves  men  of  a  catholic  spirit,  only  be¬ 
cause  you  are  of  a  muddy  understanding; 
because  your  mind  is  all  in  a  mist;  be¬ 
cause  you  have  no  settled,  consistent 
principles,  but  are  for  jumbling  all  opin¬ 
ions  together. 

“Be  convinced,  that  you  have  quite 
missed  your  way;  you  know  not  where 
you  are.  You  think  you  are  got  into  the 
very  spirit  of  Christ;  when,  in  truth,  you 
are  nearer  the  spirit  of  Antichrist.  Go 
first,  and  learn  the  first  elements  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  and  then  shall  you  learn 
to  be  of  a  truly  catholic  spirit.” 

Robert  Hellam 
Seaside,  California 

UMs  offer  law,  not  grace 

To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Conference  has  again 
demonstrated  that  United  Methodists  can 
speak  the  word  of  law  to  the  “gay”  com¬ 
munity.  We  have  yet  to  demonstrate  that 
we  can  also  speak  the  word  of  grace. 

James  S.  Hook 
Decatur,  Indiana 

I’m  proud  of  bishops’  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  pride  in  being  a  United 
Methodist  that  I  read  in  my  local  city  pa¬ 
per  about  the  Council  of  Bishops’  state 
ment  regarding  AIDS  (see  UMR,  April  29). 

I,  too,  am  of  the  belief  that  this  terri- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“. . .  and  in  Antioch  the  disciples  were 
for  the  first  time  called  Christians.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Revelation  3:20) 

Readings  for  week  of  May  30 

Monday:  Psalms  29 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  6:1-8 
Wednesday:  Romans  8:12-17 
Thursday:  John  3:1-17 
Friday:  John  3:18-21 
Saturday:  John  3:22-36 
Sunday:  Romans  8:18-25 


ble  disease  is  most  certainly  not  “divine 
retribution”  for  anyone’s  lifestyle. 

My* own- .experience  of  God’s  love,  ex¬ 
emplified  in  the  life  of  Jesus,  precludes 
any  possibility  of  a  vengeance  that  5*9, uld 
manifest  itself  in  such  a  way. 

The  "Christian”  groups  that  point  to 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome 
as  punjsJMtyent  for  sin  are  quite  vocal 
about  their  beliefs.  I'm  glad  the  bishops 
made  the  stand  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  clear  to  all. 

I  believe  that  we  as  Christians  are 
called  to  a  life  of  social  concern  and  re¬ 
sponsibility,  not  to  moral  judgment  of 
our  brothers  and  sisters. 

Denise  Mclvor 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

Stance  has  humanist  tone 

To  the  Editor: 

An  to  April  29  article,  "Bishops  cite 
"explicit  language,"  in  statement  on 
AIDS,”  refers  to  a  statement  regarding  the 
origin  of  AIDS  as  not  being  “a  curse 
from  God." 

The  statement  continues  in  the  famil¬ 
iar  tone  of  disbelief  that  the  "'God  of 
love"  would  do  such  a  thing. 

Unfortunately,  that  reflects  the  stand¬ 
ard  humanist  tendency  to  totally  disregard 
the  Old  Testament  and  the  fact  that  our 
God,  while  being  one  of  love,  is  also  our 
Father  and  disciplines  us  when  necessary. 

That’s  not  to  say  that  I  believe  that 
God  strikes  people  down  willy-nilly, 
sometimes  destroying  the  innocent  with 
the  guilty.  I  am  certainly  no  biblical 
scholar  but  believe  it  theologically  sound 
to  assert  that  God,  in  his/her  wisdom, 
has  given  us  laws  by  which  to  live. 

If  we  deviate  from  those  laws,  we  will 
pay  for  our  sinfulness.  Is  it  too  much  to 
believe,  therefore,  that  our  society  (simi¬ 
lar  to  Roman  society  before  it)  is  paying 
dearly  for  its  disregard  of  God’s  laws?  I 
think  not! 

And  I  think  that  our  bishops  would  do 
well  to  take  another  look  at  the  Old  Tes¬ 
tament,  note  that  our  Jesus  Christ  used 
the  Old  Testament  to  confirm  His  deity 
and  note  that  this  use  gave  validity  to  not 
only  a  God  of  Love  but  a  God  of  Justice 
for  all  to  be  guided  by. 

Those  of  us  who  sincerely  believe  in 
these  dual  qualities  now  pray  for  those 
who  conveniently  forget  one  aspect  to 
promote  their  own  self-image. 

Ron  Smalley 

Glen  Burnie,  Maryland 

I  don’t  agree  with  boycott 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  concerning  the  April  1  ar¬ 
ticle,  “UM  Global  Ministries  board  joins 
Shell  boycott.” 

I  am  very  much  opposed  to  the  Royal 
Dutch  Shell  Boycott,  which  was  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

My  husband  worked  for  Shell  for  22 
years.  Shell  is  fair  to  its  employees.  It 
has  high  standards. 

This  boycott  may  have  repercussions 
the  board  has  not  anticipated.  United 
Methodists  who  might  also  be  Shell  em¬ 
ployees  may  be  forced  to  make  a  choice. 

How  can  they  support  their  church  fi¬ 
nancially  when  the  church  is  boycotting 
the  company  that  is  providing  them  with 
good  jobs? 

I  am  tired  of  the  political  and  feminist 
attitude  of  Women’s  Division  board  mem¬ 


bers.  I  resent  the  implication  that  they 
speak  for  all  United  Methodist  Women. 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  Woman! 
These  are  not  my  beliefs,  and  they  do  not 
speak  for  me! 

Janey  Pinkston 
_ — *  Denver  City,  Texas 

Attack  makes  no  sense 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  past,  I  have  expressed  reserva¬ 
tions  about  the  more  political  activities 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  but  as  a 
president  of  United  Methodist  Women  in 
my  church,  I  have  worked  very  hard  to 
support  the  organization  because  I  felt, 
on  the  whole,  it  advanced  the  cause  of 
Christianity! 

The  latest  decision  to  attack  Shell  Oil 
Co.  is  extremely  difficult  to  understand 
because: 

1)  Shell  Oil  does  no  business  in  South 
Africa  and  does  business  primarily  in  the 
United  States. 

2)  Shell  Oil’s  parent  company— Royal 
Dutch,  which  does  do  business  in  South 
Africa— has  stated  its  opposition  to  apart¬ 
heid  and  is  working  hard  to  correct  it. 

3)  Attack  on  Shell  Oil  will  hurt  Ameri¬ 
cans— meaning  family,  friends,  mem¬ 
bers  of  my  church  and  community- 
more  than  it  will  hurt  apartheid. 

This  misguided  policy  is  just  one  more 
knee-jerk  radical  position  that  we  should 
not  be  forced  to  take  along  with  the 
worthwhile  activities  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  engage  in. 

Mary  Marshall 
Houston,  Texas 

Is  church  using  bingo? 

To  the  Editor: 

An  April  22  story  on  the  “Heartland 
revival”  said:  ‘‘70  people  recently 
showed  up  at  church  to  play  bingo.” 

Am  I  to  believe  that  the  Thayer  United 
Methodist  Church  is  using  bingo  to  help 
revive  the  church? 

The  small  congregation  at  Thayer 
should  be  proud  of  trying  to  revive  the 
church  but  surely  not  by  promoting  gam¬ 
bling.  As  far  as  I  know,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  always  opposed 
gambling— and  still  does. 

Willard  O.  Hale 

East  Longmeadow,  Massachusetts 

Pray  for  our  young  people! 

To  the  Editor. 

After  being  involved  with  my  husband 
in  youth  ministry  for  a  year  now,  I  felt 
compelled  to  write  to  encourage 
churches  to  uphold  and  support  the 
young  people  in  their  congregations. 

The  amount  of  peer-pressure  exerted 
on  our  teens  today  is  phenomenal.  I  don’t 
see  how  any  young  person  who  isn’t  firm¬ 
ly  grounded  in  his  or  her  love  for  Jesus 
and  isn’t  surrounded  by  good  Christian 
friends  could  possibly  make  it  in  the 
world  today. 

My  request  is  a  simple  one:  Pray.  Pray 
for  the  young  people  of  your  church. 
Pray  for  their  souls,  for  their  courage  to 
stand  for  what  is  right;  and  pray  that 
they  will  remain  steadfast  in  their  belief 
and  willingness  to  be  children  of  God. 

And  above  all  these  things,  pray  again 
that  God  will  show  you  what  you  can  do 
to  encourage  and  uplift  a  young  soldier 
in  Christ. 

Chris  Craft 
Napoleon,  Ohio 


By  WILLIAM  B.  LEWIS 

During  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  of  1976,  a  good  friend  of  mine 
came  to  me  with  the  news  that  a  member 
of  his  delegation  had  referred  to  me,  spe¬ 
cifically  and  by  name,  as  a  “racist.” 

I  think  I  was  not  voting  for  a  minority 
candidate  that  the  person  speaking 
thought  I  should.  My 
delegation  wasn’t  ei¬ 
ther,  if  my  recall  is 
on  target. 

We  in  the  delega¬ 
tion  had  made  some 
voting  commitments 
we  felt  obligated  fo 
keep.  We  may  nbt“ 
have  been  doing  the  William  Lewis 
right  thing,  but  we  thought  we  were. 

I  remember  the  anger  and  pain  of  that 
experience  better  than  I  do  the  particulars. 

My  friend  was  more  than  a  little  dis¬ 
turbed.  He  knew  me  better  than  my  ac¬ 
cuser  and  didn’t  think  the  judgment  fit. 
We  had  served  for  several  years  as 
neighboring  pastors  and  shared  strong 
ties  of  mutual  respect. 

Grateful  as  I  am  for  his  confidence 
and  trust,  I’m  not  proud  of  what  I  told 
him  he  could  tell  the  person  in  the  other 
delegation.  Looking  back  now,  I’m  glad 
he  cleaned  my  message  up  a  bit  before 
he  took  it  back. 

United  Methodists  are  not  always  at 
their  best  during  the  process  of  electing 
bishops.  I  believe  the  Holy  Spirit  works 
through  the  process,  but  sometimes  I  have 
to  pray,  “O  Lord,  help  thou  my  unbelief.” 

I  also  think,  with  less  incredulity,  that 
"old  Screwtape"  has  an  ugly  presence  there 
and  in  too  much  of  our  institutional  life. 

One  evidence  of  that  ugly  presence 
among  us  is  our  propensity  for  calling 
each  other  names.  I  don’t  mean  the  old- 
fashioned,  four-letter  words  I  grew  up  on 
and  usually  prefer.  I  think  they  are  more 
honest. 

I  mean  the  ones  we  use  when  we  really 
want  to  hurt  someone— to  disarm  or  dis¬ 
credit  a  person,  to  ply  his  or  her  guilt,  or 
to  impugn  his  or  her  character. 

The  term  “liberal”  has  become  such  a 


word  for  some  United  Methodists.  They  use 
it  like  a  weapon  against  those  of  us  whose 
views  are  not  as  far  to  the  right  as  theirs. 

I  wear— with  a  mixture  of  pride  and 
wonder— some  scars  of  my  own  from  the 
word  weapon.  But  sometimes,  it  seems, 
others  need  me  as  a  target. 

Some  of  us  have  sincere  and  genuine 
doubts  about  the  wisdom  of  ordaining  ho¬ 
mosexual  people.  Is  the  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  of  “gay”  and  lesbian  people  really 
God-given? 

Or,  if  you  prefer  to  leave  God  out  of  it, 
is  that  orientation  only  a  natural  result 
of  diverse  hormonal  and  genetic  factors? 

Why  can’t  we  experience  consider¬ 
ation  of  this  ontological  problem  in  the 
light  of  Scripture,  reason  and  tradition 
(even  prayerfully)  without  charges  of 
“homophobia"  filling  the  air? 

In  the  '50s  it  was  popular  to  talk  about 
“neurosis”  and  put  your  adversaries  away 
by  terming  them  “sick.”  Today  you  can 
agree  with  nearly  everything  in  “Words 
That  Hurt  and  Words  That  Heal”  and  wind 
up  being  labeled  a  "sexist"  for  wanting  to 
retain  the  traditional  formula— Father^ 
Son  and  Holy  Spirit— for  baptism! 

I  know  the  old  saying,  “Sticks  and 
stones  may  break  my  bones,  but  words 
can  never  harm  me,”  isn’t  true.  I  also 
know  that  many  of  the  words  that  hurt 
have  more  to  do  with  political  strategy 
than  they  do  with  gender. 

Words  do  hurt,  and,  thank  God,  they  do 
heal.  They  usually  do  what  they  are  in¬ 
tended  to  do,  and  United  Methodists 
should  intend  them  to  heal. 

Until  we  do— our  vaunted  “catholic 
spirit,”  the  claims  for  a  church  in  which 
members  “think  and  let  think”  in  “mat¬ 
ters  that  do  not  strike  at  the  root  of 
Christianity,"  our  pride  in  “pluralism,” 
our  studied  "inclusiveness”— all  of  thes£ 
"marks"  of  United  Methodism  are  but  an 
empty  sham. 

"Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express- 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fa<>. 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  William  B.  Lewif 
is  senior  pastor  of  Union  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Belleville.  111.  ( Southern  Illi¬ 
nois  Annual  Conference ). 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 

“Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry ”  (214)  630-6495 
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United  Methodist  Men  units  reinstated  in  Discipline 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Greater  emphasis  on  United  Methodist 
Men  in  local  churches  tops  changes  direct¬ 
ly  affecting  congregations  as  adopted  by 
delegates  to  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
1988  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis. 

Delegates  reinstated  to  the  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline  some  historic  language  that  “puts 
stronger  emphasis  on  men  in  the  church,” 
;said  James  Snead,  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  heading  the  Men’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  new  wording  for  the  Discipline  says 
that  each  local  United  Methodist  Church 
shall  have  a  unit  of  the  United  Methodist 
Men,  to  be  chartered  and  recertified  an¬ 
nually  by  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 

No  force  intended 

While  technically  a  mandate,  Mr. 
Snead  explained,  the  new  wording  is  not 
intended  to  force  creation  of  new  United 
Methodist  Men  units.  Its  intent  is  to  put 
the  organization  on  a  more  equal  basis 
with  the  United  Methodist  Women  in  the 
Discipline,  he  said. 

Mr.  Snead  said  General  Conference 
further  strengthened  men’s  ministry  by 
ratifying  the  Men’s  Division,  reactivated 
by  the  Board  of  Discipleship  last  Octo¬ 
ber,  with  a  separate  section  in  the  new 
Discipline, 

"The  church  left  out  everything  deal¬ 
ing  with  men  when  it  adopted  the  1972 
Discipline,”  Mr.  Snead  explained. 

"There  was  a  big  discrimination  in  the 
Discipline  regarding  the  women’s  and 
men’s  organizations,”  he  continued.  “To 
us,  this  gives  men  the  idea  that  the 
church  does  care  and  that  they  are  im¬ 


portant  in  the  life  of  the  church.” 

'Fellowship’  description  dropped 

Mr.  Snead  said  he  felt  the  other  signifi¬ 
cant  change  regarding  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Men  was  replacing  the  word 
“fellowship”  with  "unit.” 

“We’ve  been  told  by  clergy  that  they 
feel  that  local  churches  didn’t  need  any 
more  fellowship;  they  needed  ministry," 
he  explained.  “We  hope  that  by  using  the 
more  generic  term,  it  will  allow  local 
churches  to  call  their  United  Methodist 
Men  a  ‘ministry  unit’  or  a  ‘mission  unit.’  ” 

Mr.  Snead  said  he  hopes  bolstering  of 
the  United  Methodist  Men  will  strength¬ 
en  local  churches. 

“During  the  past  10  years,  despite 
overall  membership  decline,  the  United 
Methodist  Men  has  been  growing,  and 
this  will  help  it  grow  faster,”  he  said. 

“We’re  looking  to  be  a  local-church  re¬ 
newal  group.  We  want  to  provide  an  ave¬ 
nue  of  ministry  within  the  men’s 
organization  such  as  the  women  have  had.” 

Laity  functions  strengthened 

Other  local-church  changes  adopted  by 
the  1988  General  Conference  strengthen 
the  functions  of  laity  in  the  local  church. 

One  of  these  amendments  spells  out 
expanded  duties  for  the  lay  leader. 

The  change  adopted  by  General  Con¬ 
ference  places  more  emphasis  on  a  fa¬ 
cilitating  role  for  the  lay  leader,  who  is 
to  act  as  a  “vital  link”  between  the  con¬ 
gregation  and  the  administrative  board 
or  council,  the  district  and  the  annual 
conference. 

Serving  as  this  link  will  involve  lay 
leaders  in  more  active  promotion  of  the 


laity’s  abilities  and  needs  to  the  pastor 
and  committees.  Lay  leaders  are  to  in¬ 
terpret  the  actions  of  the  church  organi¬ 
zation  for  members,  and,  in  turn,  to 
interpret  the  attitudes  of  the  members  to 
the  church  organization. 

Delegates  affirmed  the  doctrine  of  the 
ministry  of  all  believers  by  declaring 
that  the  word  “minister”  can  refer  to 
both  ordained  clergy  and  to  laypeople. 
The  change  also  states  that  members  of 
the  clergy  may  be  identified  as  “clergy, 
ordained  ministers  or  pastors.” 

Laity  join  in  ordination  service 

Allowing  laypeople  to  lay  on  hands 
during  clergy  ordination  was  one  of  the 
most  debated  laity-related  actions  at  the 
General  Conference. 

Delegates  voted  to  allow  bishops  to 
designate  laypeople  to  participate  in  or¬ 
dination  rituals  as  representatives  of  the 
church  community. 

"This  flies  in  the  face  of  consistent  doc¬ 
trine,”  argued  the  Rev.  Jerome  King  Del 
Pino,  a  delegate  from  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference.  “Ministry 
flows  from  those  who  are  ordained.” 

The  Rev.  R.  Kay  Barger,  a  delegate 
from  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference, 
disagreed.  “We  as  clergy  are  set  apart  by 
our  community,  and  our  community  of 
faith  has  a  part  in  ordination,”  she  said. 

In  other  actions,  delegates  voted  down 
a  proposal  that  would  have  allowed  a 
layperson  to  chair  the  committee  on 
nominations  and  personnel  in  each  local 
church.  That  panel  identifies  people  to 
serve  on  the  local  church’s  administra¬ 
tive  board  (or  council)  and  other  congre¬ 
gational  committees. 


"The  pastor  knows  the  people  and 
their  needs,”  asserted  the  Rev.  Howard 
L.  Plowman,  a  delegate  from  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference. 

In  other  legislative  actions  involving 
local  churches,  the  General  Conference: 

•Eliminated  the  rule  that  trustees 
could  be  no  older  than  72. 

•Prohibited  congregations,  when  ei¬ 
ther  disincorporating  or  closing,  from 
selling  property  to  another  United  Meth¬ 
odist  congregation. 

•  Urged  congregations  sharing  the 
same  facilities,  especially  congregations 
of  different  races,  to  enter  into  a  “cove- 
nantal”  rather  than  a  “landlord-tenant” 
relationship. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
Misinterpretation  of  General  Confer¬ 
ence  action  changing  a  responsibility  of 
the  pastor-parish  relations  committee  in 
a  United  Methodist  local  church  has 
caused  some  confusion  that  the  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
is  trying  to  clear  up. 

The  confusion  has  resulted  over  new 
language  that  specifies  slightly  different 
responsibilities  for  the  committee. 

Paragraph  267  of  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline  has  been  changed  to  read:  “To  pro¬ 
vide  evaluation  annually  for  the  pastor’s 
and  staff’s  use  in  an  ongoing  effective 
ministry  and  for  identifying  continuing 
education  needs  and  plans,  the  criteria,, 
processes  and  training  for  evaluation 
and  continuing  education  shall  be  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 


•Encouraged  congregations  to  estab¬ 
lish  and  maintain  church  libraries,  with 
assistance  as  needed  from  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Special  Sundays  changed 

Some  special  Sunday  observances  also 
were  changed. 

Two  new  themes,  Native  American 
and  Rural  Life,  were  added. 

Native  American  Sunday,  to  be  held  in 
September,  is  to  include  a  special  offer¬ 
ing  for  Native  American  ministries. 

Rural  Life  Sunday,  which  does  not  in¬ 
clude  an  offering,  is  to  be  held  on  a  Sun¬ 
day  chosen  by  each  annual  conference. 

Student  Day  was  moved  from  the  last 


and  Cabinet,  and,  where  applicable,  the 
Board  of  Diaconal  Ministry.” 

The  Rev.  Richard  Yeager,  director  of 
evaluation  and  continuing  education  for 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  in  Nashville,  said  the 
change  has  been  misinterpreted  in  some 
instances  to  make  the  pastor-parish  rela¬ 
tions  committee’s  new  responsibility  “as 
big  as  all  outdoors.” 

“That  change  is  intended  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  provide  evaluations  for  the 
pastor  and  staff  in  relation  to  the  evalua¬ 
tion  of  the  congregation’s  overall  minis¬ 
try  that  comes  from  the  Administrative 
Board,”  Mr.  Yeager  stressed.  “Its  thrust 
is  for  the  pastor  to  determine  work  pri¬ 
orities  within  an  appointment  and  for  the 
committee  to  identify  areas  of  needs  and 
continuing  education.” 


Sunday  in  December  to  the  Sunday  after 
Thanksgiving.  Its  offering  goes  to  support 
United  Methodist  scholarships  and  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Loan  Fund. 

Human  Relations  Sunday  was  moved 
from  the  last  Sunday  in  Epiphany  to  the 
Sunday  before  the  observance  of  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.’s  birthday.  Its  offering 
supports  two  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
programs,  Community  Developers  and 
United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services,  and 
a  Church  and  Society  program,  Youth  Of¬ 
fenders  Rehabilitation. 

World  Order  Sunday  was  renamed 
Peace  with  Justice  Sunday.  It  was  moved 
to  the  Sunday  after  Pentecost,  and  its  of¬ 
fering  is  to  go  to  peace  ministries. 


Mr.  Yeager  emphasized  that  the  intent 
of  the  legislation  was  not  to  have  the 
pastor-parish  relations  committee  as¬ 
sume  evaluation  of  a  congregation’s  full 
ministry.  Such  evaluation,  he  explained, 
remains  the  function  of  the  local  church 
Council  on  Ministries. 

The  change  also  is  to  move  the  pastor- 
parish  relations  committee  away  from  a 
“hire  and  fire”  posture,  Mr.  Yeager  said. 

“These  evaluations  are  intended  for 
the  pastor’s  information  within  an  ap¬ 
pointment,”  he  said.  “The  decision  of 
whether  to  change  an  appointment  be¬ 
longs  to  the  district  superintendent.  The 
district  superintendent,  with  the  help  of 
the  pastor-parish  relations  committee 
when  requested,  should  make  the  evalua¬ 
tion  of  a  pastor’s  effective  ministry.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Confusion  arises  over  evaluation  functions 


Pastor  attacked  five 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ST.  LOUIS— One  delegate  to  the  1988 
United  Methodist  General  Conference  had 
a  special  story  to  tell  of  God’s  grace  in  the 
face  of  death— not  once  but  five  times. 

The  Rev.  Alfiado  C.  Zunguze,  a  dele¬ 
gate  from  Mozambique,  has  been  at¬ 
tacked  five  times  by  rebels  fighting  a 
civil  war  in  his  country. 

Twice  he  was  traveling  to  meetings 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
other  three  times  he  was  at  home  with 
his  family. 

Saved  by  grace  of  God 

“It  was  only  by  the  grace  of  God  that 
my  life  was  saved,”  said  Mr.  Zunguze. 

Despite  the  danger  of  traveling  in  Mo¬ 
zambique,  Mr.  Zunguze  said,  it  was  im¬ 
portant  for  him  to  get  to  St.  Louis  to 
represent  his  annual  conference  at  the 
General  Conference. 

And  he  said  he  wanted  to  help  United 
Methodists  understand  the  terror  that 
surrounds  his  country  on  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  coast  of  Africa. 

Last  year,  at  least  4.6  million  of  Mozam¬ 
bique’s  14  million  citizens  were  reported  in 
danger  of  starving  (see  UMR,  Jan.  8). 

UM  missionary  Mary  Jean  Tennant,  who 


served  39  years  in  Mozambique,  explained 
the  present  situation  in  that  country. 

A  12-year  war  pits  Mozambique’s  gov¬ 
ernment  against  South-African  backed 
guerrillas  of  the  Mozambique  National 
Resistance  (RENAMO),  she  said. 

RENAMO  “bandits”  attack  mostly  at 
night,  killing  and  torturing  people  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  destabilize  the  country,  she  said. 

'Bandit’  encounters  described 

Showing  his  bullet-riddled  sweater  to 
some  delegates  during  the  UM  meeting 
in  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Zunguze  described  his 
encounters  with  “the  bandits.” 

In  May  1982,  he  said,  he  and  his  wife, 
Joaneta  Esteves  Zunguze,  were  attacked 
while  riding  a  bus  to  a  meeting  of  the 
Christian  Council  of  Mozambique. 

“I  was  asked  by  my  bishop,  Almeida 
Penicela,  to  represent  our  church  at  an 
ecumenical  meeting  in  the  city  of  Beira. 
Suddenly,  I  heard  gunfire!  We  were  being 
attacked  by  the  baqdits  of  RENAMO. 

“Some  people  died,  but  my  wife  and  I 
were  saved.  I  was  shot  in  both  legs  and  in 
the  right  shoulder.  My  wife,  Joaneta,  was 
hit  by  a  shell  under  her  foot.” 

As  he  pointed  to  the  scars  from  the  gun¬ 
shots,  he  said  that  both  of  his  legs  were 
paralyzed  in  one  gunfire  attack,  making 


Supplies  pour  into  Mozambique 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodist  and  ec¬ 
umenical  relief  agencies  have  sent  huge 
quantities  of  supplies  to  help  alleviate 
starving  and  homelessness  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  during  recent  months,  said  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“Mozambique  has  received  275,000 
blankets,  31,000  tents,  1,300  bales  of 
lightweight  clothing,  300,000  pounds  of 
beans  and  corn,  essential  medicines, 
100,000  oral  rehydration  salts,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  bars  of  soap,  among  other 


items,”  she  said. 

“United  Methodists  there  continue  to 
ask  for  prayers  of  peace  and  on-going 
help  until  peace  so  desperately  needed 
becomes  a  reality.” 

Dr.  Kehrberg  and  Kelly  Miller,  a  UM- 
COR  staff  member,  are  to  return  to  Mo¬ 
zambique  May  28  with  the  Rev.  Alfriado 
Zunguze  (see  related  story)  to  assess  the 
situation  and  make  recommendations  on 
how  local  churches  in  the  United  States- 
can  help. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
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times  by  4 bandits’ 


BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

him  unable  to  minister  to  his  church  mem¬ 
bers  while  he  recovered  in  a  hospital. 

Home  was  looted 

Then,  in  1983,  as  he  was  walking  to  a 
district  UM  meeting,  the  pastor  was  am¬ 
bushed  again  by  “the  bandits.”  Another 
time,  his  home  was  looted  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  his  wife  and  children. 

Mr.  Zunguze  said  he  and  his  family  are 
not  the  only  Christians  experiencing  such 
attacks.  Last  September,  at  least  16 
United  Methodists  were  killed  at  the 
church’s  mission  station  and  health  clinic 
in  Cambine.  Fifty-two  others  were  kid- 

Bishops  asked 


napped.  Convoys  carrying  food  and  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  homeless  have  been  also 
burned. 

Why  take  chances? 

Why  does  the  United  Methodist  Church 
continue  to  take  chances  by  distributing 
food  and  supplies  in  Mozambique?  he 
was  asked. 

“It’s  because  we  have  been  called  by 
God  to  preach  the  Gospel,”  said  Mr.  Zun¬ 
guze.  “And  when  I  come  to  a  meeting 
like  General  Conference  here  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  listening  to  others  describe 
how  they  help  the  poor,  I  feel  inspired  to 
continue  working  with  my  churches  in 
the  rural  areas  of  my  country.” 

Before  the  General  Conference,  Mr. 
Zunguze  was  pastor  of  the  Mambone 
United  Methodist  Church.  It’s  about  800 
miles  north  of  the  capital  city'W  Maputo. 

As  with  most  UM  pastors  in  Mozam¬ 
bique,  Mr.  Zunguze  serves  a  circuit  It  has 
six  congregations  with  a  total  of  1^439 
members.  (The  membership  of  the  entire 
^United  Methodist  Church  in  Mozambique 
1  is  about  40,000.)  He  is  expect hTg  to“return 
to  a  new  appointment  near  Beira. 

Mr.  Zunguze  told  the  Reporter  he  was 
grateful  for  the  offering  of  $9,521.46  tak¬ 
en  during  the  General  Conference  and 
designated  for  relief  in  Mozambique.  The 
money  is  to  be  placed  in  the  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  and  disbursed 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

“The  people  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Mozambique  want  to  thank  the 
churches  who  have  given  to  us  through 
UMCOR,”  he  said. 

“It  is  marvelous  encouragement,  be¬ 
cause  even  though  there  is  this  great  suf¬ 
fering,  our  people  know  that  United 
Methodists  will  always  be  there  to  help.” 
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ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodist  Pastor  Alfiado  Zunguze  of  Mozambique 
displays  a  sweater  with  bullet  holes  made  by  “bandits”  who  attacked  a  bus 
he  was  riding  in  his  country  (see  related  stories).  The  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate  said  he  felt  God  spared  his  life  for  a  purpose — “to  work  for 
the  Lord.” 


to  send  visitors 
to  Mozambique 


One  church’s  request  nearly  led 
to  end  of  national-church  agency 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  LOUIS— Not  only  did  the  1988 
General  Conference  show  support  for 
United  Methodists  in  Mozambique 
through  an  offering  of  $9,521.46,  but  dele¬ 
gates  asked  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
send  a  high-level  delegation  to  the  South¬ 
east  African  country. 

That  group  is  to  meet  with  church  and 
government  officials  to  discuss  Mozam¬ 
bique’s  civil  war. 

A  resolution  approved  by  delegates  to 
the  church’s  April  26-May  6  legislative 
session  reads,  in  part,  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church: 

“Offers  a  special  message  of  support 
and  concern  to  the  churches  and  people 
of  Mozambique; 

"Pledges  to  make  this  support  tangible 
through  its  continuing  support  for  the  Af¬ 
rica  Church  Growth  and  Development 
Fund  and  (United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief’s)  program  in  Mozambique  and 
urges  local  churches  to  participate  in 
Advance  Specials  for  Mozambique; 

“Opposes  any  efforts  by  any  country’s 
government,  individuals  or  non-govern¬ 
mental  organizations  to  support  REN¬ 
AMO  (Mozambique  National  Resistance); 

“Urges  the  respective  governments  of 
all  United  Methodists  to  pressure  the 
government  of  South  Africa  to  cease 
funding  RENAMO  and  to  desist  from  all 
other  efforts  to  de-establish  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Mozambique;  and 

"Authorizes  the  Council  of  Bishops  to 
select  and  the  sending  of  a  high  level  in¬ 
ternational  delegation  to  Mozambique  to 
meet  with  church  and  government  offi¬ 
cials  to  determine  ways  in  which  the 
United  Methodist  Church  can  most  effec¬ 
tively  assist  the  people  of  Mozambique. 

“This  delegation  shall  include,  but  not 
be  limited  to,  representatives  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  from  the  (General] 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  from  the 
[General]  Board  of  Church  and  Society.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— A  legislative  proposal 
that  began  with  strong  feelings  in  one  lo¬ 
cal  congregation  nearly  eliminated  a 
United  Methodist  agency  during  the  1988 
General  Conference. 

The  petition  to  General  Conference 
from  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ab¬ 
ilene,  Texas,  apparently  stoked  some 
embers  of  smoldering  discontent  with 
the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women. 

During  the  11 -day  legislative  session, 
delegates  voted  482  to  460  to  defeat  a 
recommendation  based  on  the  Abilene 
church’s  petition  that  would  have  abol¬ 
ished  the  denominational  agency  but 
would  have  kept  COSROW  units  alive  in 
annual  conferences  and  local  churches. 

The  subsequent  vote  to  retain  the 
agency,  557  to  409,  still  indicated  the  dis¬ 
pleasure  of  many  delegates,  according  to 
the  Rev.  Patricia  A.  Meyers,  a  delegate 
from  the  Detroit  Annual  Conference  who 
led  the  floor  drive  to  get  rid  of  COSROW. 

Displeasure  expressed 

In  an  interview  with  Religious  News 
Service,  the  Rev.  Sharon  Howell  of  Tope¬ 
ka,  Kan.,  president  of  COSROW,  said  of 
the  narrowly  defeated  abolition  vote, 
“My  reading  of  it  is  that  it’s  the  way  peo¬ 
ple  have  to  express  their  displeasure 
with  some  of  the  issues  we’ve  chosen  to 
address.” 

Ms.  Howell  suggested  that  much  of 
COSROW’s  work  is  not  visible  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  because  it  involves  behind-the-scenes 
work  investigating  claims  of  sexual  dis¬ 
crimination  or  harassment. 

The  Rev.  Charles  D.  Whittle,  senior 
pastor  of  First  UMC,  Abilene,  told  the 
Reporter  last  week  that  his  congrega¬ 
tion’s  council  on  ministries  submitted  the 
proposal  in  reaction  to  several  resolu¬ 
tions  sent  to  the  1988  General  Conference 


by  the  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  itself. 

Among  those,  Dr.  Whittle  said,  were 
requests  to  remove  the  UMC’s  ban  on  or¬ 
dination  of  self-avowed  practicing  homo¬ 
sexuals;  to  delete  all  male  references  to 
God  from  the  new  UM  hymnal;  and  to 
disavow  the  primacy  of  Scripture  in 
United  Methodist  theology. 

"The  feeling  here  is  that  COSROW  is 
tending  to  business  that  best  belongs  to 
other  boards  and  agencies,”  said  Dr.  Whit¬ 
tle,  a  General  Conference  delegate  from 
the  Northwest  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

“We  wanted  to  thank  them  and  com¬ 
mend  them  for  completing  their  work,”  he 
continued.  “We  felt  they  had  called  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  church  to  a  much-needed 
concern  about  the  equality  of  women.” 

The  discontent  of  the  Northwest  Texas 
congregation  was  shared  by  the  Detroit 
conference’s  Dr.  Meyers. 

“I  feel  COSROW  has  done  well  in  the 
empowerment  of  women,  and  I  applaud 
that,”  Dr.  Meyers  told  the  Reporter  after 
the  vote  in  St.  Louis. 

Gone  into  other  issues 

“But  COSROW  members  have  gone  off 
into  other  issues,”  she  continued.  “They 
are  not  touching  the  grass  roots  of  the 
church.  And  they  are  not  keeping  with 
their  original  mandate,  which  is  the  em¬ 
powerment  of  and  advocacy  for  women.” 

Dr.  Meyers,  who  served  on  the  com¬ 
mission’s  original  board  of  directors  in 
1972-76,  said  finances  also  enter  into  the 
unrest  that  she  and  other  delegates  felt. 
That’s  because  the  agency’s  $2  million 
budget,  like  that  of  most  other  general- 
church  agencies,  comes  from  apportion¬ 
ments  on  each  of  the  37,750  UM 
congregations  in  the  United  States. 

“It’s  part  of  our  financial  accountabil¬ 
ity,”  she  asserted.  “I  have  to  tell  my 
church  what  our  apportionments  will  be, 
and  I  want  to  feel  good  about  it.” 


Dr.  Meyers  said  she  believes  the  close 
vote  at  General  Conference  sent  a  clear 
signal  to  the  commission. 

“I  hope  national  COSROW  has  heard 
General  Conference,”  Dr.  Meyers  said. 
“Forty-eight  percent  of  the  folks  at  this 
General  Conference  have  indicated  by 
their  vote  that  they  are  not  happy  with 
its  performance. 

“If  I  were  the  folks  on  COSROW,  I’d 
begin  to  find  out  from  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  churches  what  they  real¬ 
ly  want  from  the  national  agency." 

Sexism  not  erased 

Bishop  Forrest  Stith  (Syracuse  Area), 
who  has  just  completed  four  years  on  the 
commission’s  board  of  directors,  said  he 
was  “disappointed  that  the  issue  was 
raised,  because  I  do  not  feel  that  system¬ 
ic  sexism  has  been  erased  in  our  church 
or  in  society. 

“My  hope  is  that  COSROW  would  not 
be  judged  by  particular  petitions  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  but  by  its  work,”  Bishop 
Stith  told  the  Reporter. 

“There  was  no  discussion  on  the  floor  of 
the  commission’s  work  of  the  last  four 
years,  such  as  the  first-ever  consultations 
for  Native  American  and  Hispanic  wom¬ 
en,  nor  of  the  commission’s  work  in  annual 
conferences  and  districts  to  enable  women 
to  be  a  greater  part  of  our  church.” 

Bishop  Stith  pointed  out  that  COSROW 
had  completed  research  on  such  issues  as 
femininity,  spirituality  and  inclusive  lan¬ 
guage.  Other  church  agencies  have  been 
too  busy  to  be  involved  in  such  research, 
he  said. 

The  bishop  acknowledged,  however 
that  the  close  vote  is  an  indication  the 
commission  needs  to  look  into  its  priori¬ 
ties,  its  issues  and  how  it  communicates 
its  work  to  the  general  church. 

“I  think  it’s  appropriate  to  review 
when  you  have  a  vote  that  close,”  Bishop 
Stith  said. 
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UM  detective  quits  after  jailing 
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abortion  protesters 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

A  United  Methodist  layman  and  10-year  veter¬ 
an  of  the  Jackson,  Miss.,  police  force  resigned 
after  arresting  three  people  during  an  anti-abor¬ 
tion  demonstration,  saying  he  “came  to  the  real¬ 
ization  that  what  is  lawful  is  not  necessarily 
good  and  righteous." 

Joe  Daniels,  31,  was  a  detective  in  the  police 
department’s  child  protection  division  when  he 
was  called  in  to  help  arrest  64  of  about  150  pro¬ 
testers  charged  with  trespassing  at  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Women’s  Medical  Clinic  May  14. 

Mr.  Daniels  told  Lisa  Uzzle  of  the  “Jackson 
Clarion-Ledger”  he  arrested  one  couple  who 
were  protesting  with  a  small  child  and  also  ar¬ 
rested  a  pregnant  woman  at  the  demonstration. 

He  said  that  while  he  was  taking  them  to  the 
precinct,  they  told  him  he  was  allowing  abortions 
to  be  committed  because  he  had  removed  them 
from  the  protest. 

They  prayed  for  him 

According  to  Mr.  Daniels,  the  demonstrators 


‘‘ Joe  Daniels  is  probably  firmer 
in  his  convictions  than  a  lot  of 
United  Methodists  are." 

Rev.  Marshall  Jenkins, 
detective’s  pastor 


began  praying  for  him  out  loud.  The  United 
Methodist  layman  said  this  led  him  to  realize 
that  he  had  compromised  his  Christian  beliefs. 

Mr.  Daniels  said,  "I  argued  with  myself  that 
I’ve  always  taken  pleasure  in  arresting  the  bad 
guys.  I  prided  myself  in  my  ability  to  bring  the 
scales  of  justice  to  balance. 

"But  in  this  case,  I  have  confused  the  good 
guys  with  the  bad  guys,  and  I  have  made  a  griev¬ 
ous  error." 

After  taking  the  three  adults  to  his  office  and 
completing  arrest  procedures,  he  typed  a  letter 
of  resignation.  He  discussed  his  plans  with  his 


wife,  Annette,  who  supported  his  decision,  and 
turned  in  his  resignation  to  Police  Chief  L.  C. 
Smith  that  afternoon. 

Mr.  Daniels  said  the  police  chief  accepted  his 
resignation  and  told  him  that  "as  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  any  person  who  allows  religious  con¬ 
victions  to  override  responsibility  to  enforcing 
the  law  had  no  business  being  a  police  officer.” 

A  subsequent  "Clarion-Ledger”  story  reported 
that  Mr.  Daniels  would  have  had  to  resign  the  po¬ 
sition  anyway,  since  he  recently  had  moved  his 
family  from  a  home  in  Jackson  to  a  neighboring 
county. 

Pastor  has  no  doubts 

But  his  pastor— the  Rev.  Marshall  Jenkins  of 
the  Raymond  United  Methodist  Church— said  he 
has  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Daniels  acted  as  a  rriatter 
of  conscience. 

“Mr.  Daniels  has  showed  me  he  is  a  man  of  his 
convictions,”  he  said,  explaining  that  the  former 
police  officer’s  move  was  because  he  chose  to 
reassume  an  obligation  on  a  mobile  home  he  had 
sold  when  the  purchaser  defaulted. 


“He’s  probably  firmer  in  his  convictions  than 
a  lot  of  United  Methodists  are,”  said  his  pastor. 

Mr.  Jenkins  said  the  former  police  officer  was 
a  "very  active  church  member  who  sang  in  the 
choir  and  taught  a  senior  high  Sunday  school 
class”  before  he  and  his  family  moved  to  Pren¬ 
tiss,  Miss.,  in  neighboring  Jefferson  Davis  County. 

Legal  option  supported 

Although  the  United  Methodist  minister  sup¬ 
ports  Mr.  Daniels’  act  of  conscience,  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  official  position— as  spelled  out  in  the 
Social  Principles— supports  the  legal  option  of 
abortion. 

The  Social  Principles  recommend  that  per¬ 
sons  make  such  a  decision  "only  after  thoughtful 
and  prayerful  consideration  by  the  parties  in¬ 
volved,  with  medical,  pastoral  and  other  appro¬ 
priate  counsel.” 

Roy  McMillan,  one  of  the  64  pro-life  advocates 
arrested  at  the  Jackson  clinic,  said  the  protest¬ 
ers  were  part  of  a  loosely-linked  group  of  Chris¬ 
tians  including  pastors,  seminary  students  and 


others  who  oppose  abortion  for  any  reason,  ex¬ 
cept  when  the  mother’s  life  is  in  danger. 

The  Jackson  chapter  of  the  national  Right  to 
Life  organization  is  sponsoring  a  fund-raising  ef¬ 
fort  to  assist  Mr.  Daniels  during  his  transition 
between  jobs,  said  Mr.  McMillan. 

He  said  he  also  is  fielding  calls  to  Mr.  Daniels 
from  national  news  organizations  and  reporters 
who  want  to  interview  him— including  CBN’s 
700  Club;  Phil  Donahue;  and  ABC’s  Ted  Koppel. 

Mississippi  Ollie  North? 

"He’s  the  Ollie  North  of  Mississippi  and  he 
doesn’t  need  a  shredder,"  Mr.  McMillan  said  of 
the  former  police  officer. 

Mr.  Daniels  said  he  has  no  job  plans  but  prom¬ 
ised  that  his  wife,  Annette,  would  be  able  to  con¬ 
tinue  staying  home  taking  care  of  their  two 
children— 3-year-old  Rachel  and  8-month-old 
Luke. 

"She  will  not  work  if  I  have  to  dig  ditches,”  he 
said.  "And  I’ll  dig  ditches  to  the  glory  of  God.” 

Glen  L arum,  UMR  associate  editor,  contribut¬ 
ed  to  this  report. 


UMCto  resume  Red  Bird  school  administration 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  officials  are  resum¬ 
ing  administrative  control  of  Red  Bird 
School  at  Queendale,  Ky. 

The  $4.5-million  UM-owned  facility  is 
to  begin  operation  as  a  private,  church- 
run  school  in  August.  It  is  to  continue  of¬ 
fering  kindergarten  through  12th-grade 
classes,  the  Red  Bird  Mission  Board  of 
Directors  decided  May  12. 


During  the  1987-88  school  year,  mis¬ 
sion  officials  were  forced  to  lease  the 
school  in  southeastern  Kentucky  to  the 
Leslie  County  Board  of  Education. 

State  officials  had  ruled  that  the  450- 
student  school  couldn't  receive  govern¬ 
ment  funds  unless  it  was  under  the 
county  school  system’s  administrative 
control,  said  the  Rev.  David  L.  Allen,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Red  Bird  Missionary 
Conference. 


For  the  previous  65  years,  Red  Bird 
School  had  operated  as  a  cooperative 
venture  with  the  county  school  systems 
in  the  area,  Mr.  Allen  said. 

Church  officials  had  wanted  to  re¬ 
establish  a  cooperative  operating  arrange¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Allen  said.  “We  tried  to 
negotiate  with  the  counties  involved  until 
April  26,  when  it  became  obvious  we 
couldn’t  negotiate  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
tract  for  a  cooperative  school,”  he  said. 


the  church  today 


Theology  students  win 

essay  competition  on  UM  history 

MADISON,  N.J.  (UMNS)— Theology 
students  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio  have  won 
awards  in  an  annual  national  competi¬ 
tion  for  essays  in  United  Methodist  histo¬ 
ry. 

Rachel  Scott  James  of  Louisville  Pres¬ 
byterian  Theological  Seminary  won  the 
top  prize  for  a  study  of  lay  representa¬ 
tion  by  women  in  the  former  Methodist 
Protestant,  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
Methodist  Episcopal  South  churches. 

Second  prize  went  to  Cynthia  S.  Meyer 
of  United  Theological  Seminary  in  Day- 
ton,  for  her  work  on  the  image  of  women 
in  the  Church  of  the  United  Brethren  in 
Christ  1872-75. 

The  awards  are  presented  annually  by 
the  United  Methodist  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History. 

Health  and  Welfare  offers 
grants  to  ethnic  minorities 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Leadership  de- 
velopment  grants  for  ethnic  minority 
persons  interested  in  health-related  ca¬ 
reers  are  being  offered  by  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  Department  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

At  the  same  time,  the  department  an¬ 
nounced  a  separate  series  of  grants  to¬ 
taling  $800,000  to  be  made  to  churches 
and  institutions  that  provide  homes  for 
needy  aged  blacks  and  hospital  service 
for  poor  black  people. 


These  grants  will  be  made  from  the 
Harry  R.  Kendall  Hospital  and  Home 
Fund  administered  by  the  department. 
Deadline  for  receipt  of  grant  applica¬ 
tions  is  June  30.  Application  forms  may 
be  obtained  from  Charles  P.  Kellogg, 
Room  350,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115;  telephone  (212)  870- 
3910. 


Duke  University  ordered 
to  hire  black  faculty  members 

DURHAM,  N.C.  (RNS)— Each  of  the  50 
departments  at  United  Methodist-related 
Duke  University,  including  the  theology 
school,  has  been  ordered  to  hire  at  least 
one  black  faculty  member  by  1993. 

The  policy  was  instituted  recently  by 
the  school’s  faculty  advisory  council,  re¬ 
versing  an  earlier  decision  after  two 
weeks  of  protests  by  faculty  and  students. 

When  the  policy  was  originally  recom¬ 
mended  by  a  black  faculty  committee, 
the  faculty  council  voted  to  soften  the 
language  from  “require”  to  “provide  in¬ 
centives”  to  hire  blacks.  Duke  President 
Keith  H.  Brodie  was  one  of  3,000  persons 
who  signed  petitions  asking  the  faculty 
council  to  reverse  its  action. 


UM  media  chief  to  be  interim 
head  of  interfaith  cable  network 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Wilford  V. 
Bane  Jr.,  head  of  media  production  for 
United  Methodist  Communications  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  become  interim 


general  manager  of  the  new  interfaith 
satellite  network  known  as  VISN.  He  re¬ 
places  David  Ochoa,  who  resigned  May 

II,  saying  he  was  not  interested  in  man¬ 
aging  the  network’s  day-to-day  opera¬ 
tions. 

Mr.  Ochoa  has  been  chief  executive  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  new  corporation  known  as 
the  National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition 
(NICC)  since  late  1987.  NICC  represents 
16  faith  groups  including  major  Protes¬ 
tant  denominations,  the  Greek  Orthodox 
and  Roman  Catholic  churches,  and  Jew¬ 
ish  groups. 

Meeting  here  May  11,  representatives 
of  12  of  the  faith  groups  confirmed  Sept. 
15  as  the  start-up  date  for  the  network 
and  appointed  Mr.  Bane  to  the  interim 
post. 

Dallas  Area  bishop  elected 
fiscal-agency  president 
ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS) — Bishop  John  Rus¬ 
sell  (Dallas  Area),  has  been  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
top  fiscal  agency  for  1989-92. 

Other  officers  of  the  General  Council 
on  Finance  and  Administration  named 
May  7  in  St.  Louis  are  Bishop  Forrest  C. 
Stith  (Syracuse  Area),  vice-president; 
Ron  Gilbert,  Miami,  Okla.,  secretary; 
and  the  Rev.  Clifford  Droke,  Evanston, 

III. ,  general  secretary-treasurer. 

Bishop  Russell  succeeds  Bishop  Joseph 

Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  as  president 
of  the  council  which  handles  all  United 
Methodist  central  treasury  funcions. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
125  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES 
with  skills  in  youth  music  for  an  exciting,  growing, 
evangelical  congregation  in  the  heart  of  Tampa. 
Please  send  resumes  to  Hyde  Park  UMC.  500  W 
Platt  St-  Tampa.  FL  33606 


POSITION  AVAILABLE  AS  DIRECTOR  of  chil¬ 
dren's  ministries  in  large,  dynamic,  urban  church. 
Salary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experi¬ 
ence.  Send  resume  to  R.  Lee  McKinzie,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Drawer  1567, 
Shreveport.  LA  71165-1567. 


VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 
for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast.  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Mariner 
Blvd..  Spring  Hill,  FL  34609  


HOME-STUDY.  NON-RESIDENT  DEGREE  pro¬ 
grams.  Bachelor,  master,  and  doctoral  levels. 
Wide  range  of  subjects  available.  Highly  creden- 
tialed  faculty  Advanced  credits  awarded  for  ap¬ 
propriate  academic,  life  and  work  experience 
Free  catalog:  Fairfax  University.  2900  Energy 
Centre.  New  Orleans.  LA  70163.  Call  (504)  585-7303. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Gasses:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m  (504)  486-0856 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  1145  week,  $450  four  weeks 
Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville.  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067. 627-9507 


EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 
gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main.  Houston,  TX  77004. 


ONE  OF  METHODISM'S  FASTEST  GROWING 

churches  (2.500  members)  seeks  youth  minister  for 
large  youth  group  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sunday) 
Salary  negotiable  Send  picture  and  resume  to 
Rev  James  R  Porter,  3321  West  Park  Row.  Ar- 
lington,  TX  76013 


UNIQUE  TRAVEL-CHINA.  HONG  KONG.  Phil¬ 
ippines.  Combination  volunteer  work,  educational 
tour.  July  30-August  20  $2,200  Ecumenical  Ven¬ 
tures.  5062  W.  Jackson.  Chicago,  IL  60644 
(312)626-4997 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH.  San 
Marcos.  TX.  Full-time  director  of  music  and  youth 
ministries.  Duties  include  directing  sanctuary 
choir,  coordination  of  all  music  programs,  plan¬ 
ning  and  supervision  of  youth  activities  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  FUMC,  129  W  Hutchison.  San  Marcos.  TX 
78666  Attn:  PPRC  (512)  392-6001  


FALL  FOLIAGE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND.  September 
23-30.  New  York  Theater  Tour.  November  23-26 
The  Glory  of  Christmas— Crystal  Cathedral.  De¬ 
cember  1-4.  Escorted  by:  Dr  &  Mrs.  Edward  Laux, 
6247  Annapolis,  Dallas,  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026 
Brochures  available. 


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR-2, 300-mem- 
ber  congregation  welcomes  your  resume  Dynamic 
youth  program  needs  an  experienced  director  Our 
youth  counselors  aiv  :~cond  to  none  and  welcome 
a  candidate  with  organizational,  leadership,  com¬ 
munication.  and  spiritual  attributes  who  will  serve 
with  enthusiasm  Salary  negotiable  Contact  Bruce 
Connors,  Southside  United  Methodist  Church.  3120 
Hendricks  Ave .  Jacksonville.  FL  32207 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  &  Youth 
Ministries  for  a  900-member  church.  Please  send 
all  resumes  and  references  to:  Sr.  Pastor  1st  UMC, 
Box  1510,  Harlingen,  TX  78551.  (512)  423-0540. 


CHINA.  HONG  KONG.  NOVEMBER  2-17.  $2295 
from  California.  Free  brochure.  Dr  Don  Haarup,  Box 
31.  Brainerd,  MN  56401-0031  Telephone  (218)  829-6076 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  Out¬ 
reach  and  Nurture  for  urban  United  Methodist 
Church.  Works  with  children,  elderly  and  families. 
Supervises  paid  and  volunteer  staff  providing  child 
care,  telephone  assurance,  thrift  shop,  food  pantry, 
and  visitation  ministries.  Manages  facilities,  in¬ 
ventory.  and  budget.  Starts  in  June  at  $12-$15.000 
plus  benefits.  Bachelor's  in  human  services  disci¬ 
pline  with  experience  preferred.  Send  resume  by 
June  6  to  Search.  2033  Harvard  Blvd.,  Dayton.  Ohio 
45406 


SENIOR  MINISTER:  RIVERSIDE  CHURCH.  New 
York  City.  International,  interracial,  interdenomi¬ 
national  congregation  of  approximately  3.000 
members  Open  to  ordained  persons  regardless  of 
sex.  race,  nationality  or  denomination.  Send  letters 
of  application  and  curriculum  vitae  by  June  30. 
1988,  to:  Richard  Butler.  Search  Committee,  Riv¬ 
erside  Church.  490  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY 
10027 


SUMMER  EMPLOYMENT:  RANGER  assistant 
and  clerk.  Couple  needed  for  Girl  Scout  Camp  in 
the  Jemez  Mountains  of  New  Mexico,  prefer  cou¬ 
ple  from  the  southwestern  region  Benefits  are 
provided  Call  or  write  for  application.  Chaparral 
Girl  Scout  Council.  500  Tijeras  NW,  Albuquerque. 
NM  87102  (505)243-9581 


TWO  POSITIONS.  COORDINATOR  OF  FAMILY 
ministries  (children/parents)  and  coordinator  of 
group  life  ministries  (senior  high /adult),  both  half¬ 
time.  Applicants  should  have  background  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  Scriptures  and  work  of  the  church, 
prefer  four-year  degree  Send  resume  to  Search 
Committee,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Lincoln.  Chanute,  KS  66720.  For  more  in¬ 
formation:  (316)  431-4240. 


EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY  FOR  program 
director  The  person  selected  will  work  with  the 
council  on  ministries  to  plan  and  implement  the 
programs  of  the  church  and  proposed  Family  Life 
Center  This  person  will  also  work  with  youth 
counselors  in  their  programming  and  the  Commu¬ 
nications  Committee  to  plan  and  edit  the  church 
newsletter  and  calendar  Candidates  should  have 
the  personal  initiative  to  get  programs  and  activi¬ 
ties  started  and  be  well  organized.  A  college  de¬ 
gree  is  preferred.  A  competitive  compensation 
package  is  available.  Please  send  complete  re¬ 
sume  by  June  15  to  Chairman  of  the  PPR  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  117  East 
Franklin.  Brownsville.  TN  38012. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  young,  growing  congregation  of  800  members 
Send  resume  and  references  to  Larry  Maddin,  334 
Old  Highway  190.  Mandeville,  LA  70448 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 
for  950-member  congregation  located  in  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  Salary  $20,000  +  (ne¬ 
gotiable).  Send  resume,  photo,  and  three  references 
by  June  15  to  St.  Mark  UMC,  c/o  Sonny  Rhodes,  301 
W.  Pecan,  McAllen.  TX  78501  (512)682-1481 


LARGE,  NORTHEAST  TEXAS  CHURCH  seeking 
full-time  director  of  music.  Must  be  "team  player  " 
Extremely  active  music/fine  arts  program  in 
place.  Salary /benefits  and  beginning  date  of  em¬ 
ployment  negotiable.  Send  current  resume,  photo, 
professional  references,  and  supporting  material  to 
UMR.  Dept  LT.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION, 
eluding  youth  ministry,  for  1,300  +  member  grow¬ 
ing  congregation.  Send  current  resume,  photo, 
references  to  Mandarin  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  23236.  Jacksonville,  FL  33217.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  director  of  Christian  education  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev. 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136.  Bartlesville.  OK  74005. 


COMBINATION  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH/MUSIC 
needed  for  600-member  congregation.  Salary  com¬ 
mensurate  with  education  and  experience.  For 
more  information  call  collect:  Rev.  Thomas  Gray 
(214)  758-8091,  or  write  to  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church,  P.O  Box  7156,  Longview,  TX  75607. 


WANTED:  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  Coordinator. 
Full-time  position,  salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
and  inquiries  to  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
704  Ave.  D,  Abernathy,  TX  79311. 


PARAGRAPH  REPRINTS  OF  "The  Methodist 
Episcopal  Discipline  of  1798",  which  contain  the 
explanatory  notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by 
Thomas  Coke  and  Francis  Asbury,  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  $7.00  including  postage.  Mail  order  and 
check  to  Institute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 


GROUP  FOSTER  HOME  FOR  SALE  Accommo¬ 
dates  12  children.  7  bedrooms.  3  bathrooms  & 
large  kitchen.  On  Mexican  border,  Roma.  Texas, 
needy  area  of  ministry.  (512)  590-7741. 


POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
and  church  activities:  Enthusiastic,  organized  per¬ 
son  to  serve  as  organist/choir  director  and  general 
supervisor  of  church  activities.  Will  personally  or¬ 
ganize  and  minister  teen  activities.  Will  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  adult,  youth,  and  children's  music 
programs.  Proficiency  in  organ/keyboard  neces¬ 
sary  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  and  cassette 
with  8-10  minutes  demonstrating  organ  proficien¬ 
cy  to:  Search  Committee.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  701  Turner  Street,  P.O.  Box  468,  Waynes¬ 
boro.  MS  39367 


PETIT  JEAN  MT .  ARK  SPACIOUS  furnished 
house  on  13  acres,  sleeps  12.  Near  auto  museum, 
Winrock.  state  park.  $50/2,  each  additional  person 
$7.50  (214)  327-7554. 


BRITISH  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE  confers  hon¬ 
orary  awards  on  ministers  of  standing.  Send  $2  for 
air  mail  details:  The  Registrar.  Wessex  College, 
St.  Magnus.  Stoford,  Yeovil,  BA22  9UB,  England. 


LYCOMING  COLLEGE,  LOCATED  IN  THE  beau¬ 
tiful  Susquehanna  Valley  of  north  central  Pennysl- 
vama,  invites  applications  for  the  position  of 
campus  minister  The  campus  minister  is  expected 
to  serve  the  college  community  by  providing  an 
exumenical  ministry  of  worship,  study,  pastoral 
counseling,  and  other  appropriate  activities.  The 
campus  minister  shares  responsibilities  for  this  ec¬ 
umenical  ministry  with  the  chaplain  to  Catholic 
students  The  successful  candidate  is  expected  to 
be  a  United  Methodist  minister  and  to  have  an  M. 
Div.  or  equivalent  degree  from  a  seminary  accred¬ 
ited  by  the  A.A.T.S.  Experience  in  campus  minis¬ 
try  highly  desirable  Salary  range:  high  teens  to 
low  twenties  Campus  apartment  available.  Send 
letter  of  application,  resume,  transcripts,  and  at 
least  three  letters  of  reference  by  July  1,  1988  to: 
R  Michael  O'Brien.  Dean  of  Student  Services.  Ly¬ 
coming  College.  Williamsport.  PA  17701.  Position 
available  August  1.  1988.  Equal  Opportunity  Em¬ 
ployer 


The  Red  Bird  board  established  a  tu¬ 
ition  scale  of  $1  to  $40  per  month  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ability  of  each  student’s  family 
to  pay. 

"No  student  will  be  refused  admission 
because  of  financial  need,”  said  the  Rev. 
Perry  R.  "Rick”  Newbury,  interim  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  Red  Bird  Mission. 

Cutting  ties  with  the  county  schools 
should  reduce  annual  operating  costs 
from  $1  million  to  about  $650,000. 

Teachers  would  be  paid  on  a  mission 
salary  scale  rather  than  the  higher  state- 
mandated  scale,  he  said.  Some  teachers 
would  work  as  volunteers,  receiving  only 
housing  from  the  mission. 

Mr.  Newbury  said  the  school  now  is 
"desperately  needing  certified  teachers" 
for  salaried  and  volunteer  positions. 
That’s  because  state  funds  paid  part  of 
the  faculty.  Those  teachers  would  need 
to  be  replaced. 

The  denomination  had  been  paying 
about  $550,000  of  the  school’s  $l-million 
annual  budget,  Mr.  Allen  said.  State  and 
federal  sources  had  provided  the  rest. 

"By  rearranging  the  funds  we  have 
available,  we  feel  we  can  meet  the  edu¬ 
cational  needs  in  this  area,”  he  said. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Allen  said  he  hoped 
gifts  from  United  Methodists  across  the 
country  would  help  provide  student 
scholarships. 

The  mission  is  one  of  2,200  projects  eli¬ 
gible  for  designated  contributions  under 
the  Advance  Special  program  of  second- 
mile  giving,  he  noted  (Advance  No. 
773726-2). 

The  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
which  supervises  the  mission,  won’t  be 
appropriating  more  money  to  thq  mis¬ 
sion  because  of  the  decision  to  go  private 
with  the  school,  Mr.  Allen  said. 

Mission  officials  expect  the  student 
population  to  drop  to  around  350  under 
the  new  operating  set-up,  Mr.  Allen  said. 

"We  believe  some  people  will  sit  back 
and  look  at  what  happens  before  they  re¬ 
spond,”  he  said.  “But  we  are  generally 
receiving  encouragement  from  people  in 
this  area.” 

The  change  to  private  status  shouldn’t 
affect  the  school’s  accreditation  with  the 
state  and  the  Southern  Association  of  Col¬ 
leges  and  Schools,  Mr.  Allen  said.  But  he 
does  expect  the  school’s  curriculum  and 
faculty  to  be  reviewed  in  the  coming  year. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DON  SMALL 

ST.  LOUIS— United  Methodist  Publishing  House  vice  president  Thomas 
Carpenter  and  his  wife  Mildred  staff  a  register  at  the  Cokesbury  store  in 
Cervantes  Convention  Center  during  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Publishing  house  exec 9  wife 
to  be  6roving  consultants9 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  LOUIS— Thomas  E.  Carpenter,  a  30- 
year  executive  with  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  and  his  wife,  Mildred, 
are  preparing  for  new  service  as  “roving 
consultants”  on  publishing  efforts. 

They  are  to  travel  as  part  of  a  cooper¬ 
ative  venture  between  the  publishing 
house  and  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

"I  told  the  [mission]  board  that  it  was 
as  if  we  had  spent  30  years  in  training 
for  a  three-year  stint  with  them,”  said 
Mr.  Carpenter,  62. 

“As  a  layman,  I  realized  that  if  I  real¬ 
ly  mean  what  I  say  about  mission,  why 
shouldn’t  I  get  involved?” 

Dr.  Doris  Hess,  who  coordinates  world 
mission  education  activities  for  the  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  board,  said  the  Carpenters 
will  work  with  church  publishing  pro¬ 
grams— including  ecumenical  pro¬ 


grams— in  Africa,  Asia  and  Latin 
America. 

Mr.  Carpenter  was  head  of  the  Cokes¬ 
bury  marketing  division  of  the  publish¬ 
ing  house  for  16  years,  overseeing 
Cokesbury’s  expansion  from  18  stores  to 
36  in  25  states. 

For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been 
vice  president  and  associate  publisher  at 
the  publishing  house  and  recently  com¬ 
pleted  a  two-year  term  as  president  of 
the  worldwide  Protestant  Church-Owned 
Publishers  Association. 

Mrs.  Carpenter  has  been  an  office 
manager  and  executive  secretary  for 
several  of  her  family’s  businesses. 

Dr.  Hess  said,  "I  believe  we  have  in 
this  church  an  untapped  reserve  of  peo¬ 
ple  like  Tom  and  Mildred  Carpenter.” 

Other  skilled  people  willing  to  spend 
sabbaticals  or  devote  a  portion  of  their 
retirement  can  help  the  church  serve  in¬ 
ternational  mission  needs,  she  added. 


Christians  work  to  save  India’s  children 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

“They  shall  be  ever  imprinted  on  my 
memory,  those  dark  beautiful  eyes.  They 
were  as  dark  as  two  pieces  of  coal,  and 
the  makeup  above  and  beneath  the  eyes 
caused  them  to  sparkle  with  the  bril¬ 
liance  of  a  diamond.” 

Those  are  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  R.  Luntgen  Jr.,  pastor  of  North 
Cross  United  Methodist  Church  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  West  Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

In  a  story  written  for  the  Missouri 
West  conference  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
he  described  a  young  girl  in  Calcutta,  In¬ 
dia,  whom  mission  interpreters  from  his 
conference  met  in  1986.  They  were  visit¬ 
ing  projects  of  the  Advance— the  United 
Methodist  second-mile  giving  program. 


“She  was  there,  a  girl  of  7  or  8,  to 
greet  the  bus,  as  she  greeted  every  tour¬ 
ist  bus,  hand  outstretched,”  he  continued. 

"I  was  later  to  learn  that  there  were 
children  like  her  all  over  India.  Their 
lives  are  a  hard  lot.  The  sparkling  in  that 
child’s  eyes  does  not  reflect  her  fate.  We 
were  told  that  when  she  has  grown  into 
early  maturity,  yet  still  a  girl  of  13  or  14, 
no  longer  able  to  hustle  the  tourists,  her 
parents  will  marry  her  off.  Then,  still  a 
child  herself,  she  will  begin  bearing  chil¬ 
dren— an  average  of  eight  or  nine. 

“Half  of  her  children  may  die  before 
reaching  the  age  of  5.  She,  weakened  by 
a  poor  diet  and  giving  birth  to  so  many 
children  at  such  an  early  age,  may  die 
before  reaching  age  26. 

"That  charming  child— what  a  horri¬ 
ble  fate  awaits  her.  How  quickly  the  bril¬ 
liance  in  those  eyes  will  fade,  to  be 


UMR  wins  three  awards 
in  national  competition 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

INDIANAPOLIS— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Reporter  and  four  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  publications  were  among  top  award 
winners  in  annual  competition  sponsored 
by  the  Associated  Church  Press  and  an¬ 
nounced  May  17. 

A  panel  of  Indianapolis-area  profes¬ 
sionals  selected  winners  from  568  entries 
submitted  by  76  of  the  ecumenical  asso¬ 
ciation's  member  newspapers,  maga¬ 
zines  and  newsletters. 

The  Reporter  won  an  award  of  merit, 
the  higher  of  two  awards  categories,  for 
the  best  news  report  of  a  current  event 
in  1987.  Susan  Carroll  Aguren,  a  Report¬ 
er  staff  writer  at  the  time,  wrote  the  sto¬ 
ry  from  the  United  Methodist 
clergywomen’s  consultation  in  New  Jer¬ 
sey  in  August  1987. 

The  Reporter  earned  two  honorable 
mentions,  one  in  feature  writing,  the  oth¬ 
er  in  black  and  white  photography.  Both 
entries  were  by  Managing  Editor  John  A. 
Lovelace  in  connection  with  his  series  of 
three  reports  in  April  1987  on  the  Protes¬ 


tant  Church  in  China. 

Two  other  United  Methodist  publica¬ 
tions  won  the  higher  awards  of  merit 
from  the  press  association. 

"New  World  Outlook,”  a  monthly  mag¬ 
azine  published  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  was  cited  for  its  in- 
depth  coverage  of  the  Christian  church 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  The  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  magazine  received  honorable  men¬ 
tions  for  general  excellence,  editorials 
and  magazine  photography. 

‘‘International  Christian  Digest,”  a 
magazine  issued  10  times  a  year  by  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House,  won 
an  award  of  merit  for  general  excellence 
in  the  "non-denominational”  category 
and  an  honorable  mention  for  its  table  of 
contents. 

“Weavings,”  a  devotional  magazine 
from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship, 
earned  an  award  of  merit  for  one  of  its 
covers. 

“Circuit  Rider,”  a  monthly  magazine 
for  UM  clergy  issued  by  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House,  won  an  hon¬ 
orable  mention  for  an  editorial. 


dulled  by  the  reality  of  her  poverty.” 

As  Dr.  Luntgen  and  other  Missouri 
United  Methodists  visited  a  crowded 
classroom  in  the  heart  of  an  overcrowd¬ 
ed  Calcutta  “buste”  (slum),  they  learned 
from  a  Church  Agency  for  Social  Action 
worker  that  this  fate  doesn’t  have  to 
await  every  poor  child  in  India. 

Through  one  of  several  informal  edu¬ 
cation  programs  of  the  Bengal  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  India, 
Christian  workers  are  keeping  “the  spar¬ 
kle  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  in  India,” 
he  said. 

“Only  one  out  of  every  five  children  is 
provided  an  opportunity  for  an  education 
in  India,”  said  Dr.  Luntgen. 

“As  I  looked  into  the  eyes  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  receiving  instruction  from  those 
dedicated  Christian  workers,  I  knew  they 
were  changing  the  script  for  the  children 
of  India.” 

United  Methodists  can  assist  Christian 
workers  in  Calcutta,  Bengali,  Dhanbad, 
Pakur  and  Burdwan  by  sending  contribu¬ 
tions  through  local  churches  to  their  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurer.  Gifts  should 
be  designated  gifts  for  Advance  project 
No.  006449-0  R-A,  (Christian  Education- 
Assistance  to  Village  Schools,  Bengal 
Conference). 
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Annual  Conference  Speakers  feature  Louisiana  Clergy 


It's  that  time  of  the  year  again,  and 
United  Methodists  all  across  the  country 
are  preparing  for  their  Annual  Confer¬ 
ences.  The  meetings  of  conferences  in 
the  United  States  will  begin  May  13  at 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  in  Coalgood, 
Kentucky  and  a  number  of  the  confer¬ 
ences  will  have  bishops  on  their  minds. 

Fourteen  of  the  73  conferences  in  the 
United  States  and  Puerto  Rico  will  be 
saying  goodbye  to  episcopal  leaders  who 
must  retire  because  of  age,  another  18 
will  be  presided  over  by  bishops  com¬ 
pleting  a  normal  term  of  eight  years  in 
one  assignment  and  one  is  under  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  a  bishop  filling  a  vacancy 
because  of  death. 

The  annual  conferences  will  conclude 
July  23  with  the  California-Nevada  ses¬ 
sion  in  Sacramento.  Meetings  outside  of 
the  U.S.  will  run  through  early  October. 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
begin  activities  on  June  6  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  through  June  9.  The  Conference 
will  get  started  with  a  meeting  for  all 
clergy  in  the  Sanctuary  of  First  Church 
at  1:30  p.m.  and  a  special  session  for  lay 
delegates  at  the  same  time  in  Bain  Hall. 

Many  of  the  arrangements  for  Annual 
Conference  are  completed.  A  Pre-Con¬ 
ference  booklet  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  and  mailed  to 
every  clergy  and  lay  delegate.  A  great 
deal  of  information  regarding  the  events 
of  the  Conference  is  to  be  found  on  the 
pages  of  this  booklet.  Probably  the  most 
important  section  of  this  publication  is 
that  part  containing  the  reports  from  the 
various  boards,  commissions,  commit¬ 
tees,  agencies  and  institutions  of  the  Con¬ 


ference. 

Dillard  University  Choir  to  Sing 

Prior  to  the  Memorial  Service,  the  Dil¬ 
lard  University  Choir,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  S.  Carver  Davenport,  will  present 
a  concert  at  2:30  p.m.  at  the  Sanctuary  of 
First  Church.  This  is  the  first  time  that 
the  Dillard  Choir  has  performed  for  an 
Annual  Conference  session.  Accompany¬ 
ing  the  choir  will  be  Dr.  Herman  D.  Tay¬ 
lor,  Professor  of  Music  and  University 
Organist  for  Dillard.  A  few  years  ago, 
Dr.  Taylor  enthralled  the  delegates  at 
Annual  Conference  with  a  magnificent 
concert,  and  no  doubt  his  repeat  perfor¬ 
mance  will  do  the  same  again  this  year. 

Memorial  Service 

One  of  the  most  appreciated  events  of 
the  Annual  Conference  is  the  Service  of 
Commemoration,  at  which  time  the  cler¬ 
gy  and  spouses  of  clergy  who  have  died 
during  the  year  are  memorialized. 

The  traditional  Memorial  Service  will 
be  held  at  3  p.m.  on  Monday  afternoon, 
June  6,  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  Church. 
The  speaker  for  the  service  will  be  Rev. 
Richard  Hoffpauir,  pastor  of  Munholland 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  as  he  will  deliver  the  Commemo¬ 
ration  address. 

Rev.  Hoffpauir  graduated  from  Guey- 
dan  High  School  and  then  received  his 
bachelor’s  from  LSU.  He  went  on  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  master’s  from  Perkins  School 
of  Theology  at  SMU. 

Hoffpauir  served  as  associate  for  First 
UMC  in  Lafayette  and  then  served  as 
minister  at  Palestine  UMC  in  Pineville, 
First  UMC  in  Franklin,  First  UMC  in 


Natchitoches  and  is  currently  serving 
Munholland,  where  he  has  been  for  the 
past  four  years. 

He  serves  on  the  Conference  Council 
on  Finance  and'  Administration  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Episcopacy.  In  the 
New  Orleans/Slidell  district,  Hoffpauir 
serves  as  Chairperson  of  the  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration,  on  the 
Council  on  Ministries  and  on  the  Board 
of  Ordained  Ministry. 

At  this  service,  the  Dillard  Choir  will 
be  providing  special  music. 

Centenary  Night 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  Centenary 
College  President  Donald  Webb  will  host 
the  Fourth  Annual  Centenary!  Night 
Monday,  June  6  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Gold 
Dome.  The  event  is  a  celebration  of  the 
College  and  its  affiliation  with  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church.  Established  in  1825 
as  the  College  of  Louisiana,  in  Jackson, 
La.,  the  school  merged  in  1848  with  Cen¬ 
tenary  College  which  had  been  founded 
six  years  earlier  by  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Clinton,  Miss.  In  1908,  Cente¬ 
nary  College  moved  to  Shreveport. 

Bishop's  Awards  will  be  presented  to 
the  small,  medium  and  large  churches 
with  the  most  students  attending  Cente¬ 
nary  College.  Ministerial  Fellowships  for 
study  on  campus  will  be  awarded,  and 
the  Centenary  Choral  Ensemble  (choir 
and  choir  alumni)  will  perform  “Sing  the 
Resurrection  Song." 

A  candlelight  reception  will  be  held  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  Hodges  Rose  Garden 
near  the  administration  building  on  the 
main  campus. 


Retirement  Service 

A  new  feature  this  year  will  be  the  Re¬ 
tirement  Service  planned  for  Tuesday  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  First  Church.  This  will  be  a 
service  of  honor  and  gratitude  for  those 
clergy  who  are  retiring  and  have  served 
the  church  well  over  the  years. 

The  speaker  for  this  service  is  Dr.  Tra¬ 
cy  Arnold,  chairperson  of  the  Conference 
Board  of  Pensions  and  pastor  of  First 
UMC,  Alexandria  where  he  has  been  for 
eight  years. 

Arnold  received  his  bachelor’s  from 
Centenary  College  in  1952  and  he  then 
went  on  to  receive  his  master’s  from  Per¬ 
kins  School  of  Theology,  SMU.  He  was 
awarded  a  doctor  of  divinity  degree 
from  Centenary  in  1983. 

Former  pastorates  of  Arnold’s  include 
associate,  Arlington  Heights  UMC,  Fort 
Worth;  Trinity  UMC,  Shreveport;  St. 
Luke’s,  Shreveport;  Abbeville/Pecan  Is¬ 
land;  First  UMC,  Crowley  and  First 
UMC,  Minden. 

Arnold  serves  as  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Pensions;  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Open  Itineracy;  serves  on 
the  Planning  and  Research  Committee 
for  the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries, 
just  to  mention  a  few. 

There  will  be  12  persons  retiring,  rep¬ 
resenting  a  total  of  274.75  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  As  a  part  of  this  service,  each 
retiring  minister,  along  with  their 
spouses  will  be  presented  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  will  be  given  the  opportunity  to 
address  the  delegates. 

The  Chancel  Choir  of  Munholland 
UMC  in  Metairie,  under  the  direction  of 
Dr.  Dennis  Assaff,  will  provide  the  spe¬ 


cial  music  for  the  Service  of  Retirement. 

Also  on  Tuesday,  during  the  Laity 
Hour  Presentation  at  3  p.m..  Rev. 
Charles  Kinder  will  give  an  “Evangelis¬ 
tic  Address."  He  is  the  President  of  the 
Foundation  for  Evangelism  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

Service  of  Ordination 

The  Service  of  Ordination  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday  evening  at  7:30  in  the 
Sanctuary  of  First  UMC. 

A  total  of  10  clergypersons  will  re¬ 
ceive  probationary  membership  into  the 
Conference  and  will  be  ordained  deacons 
and  nine  other  clergy  will  be  received 
into  full  connection  and  ordained  elders. 

The  speaker  for  this  service  will  be 
our  own  bishop,  Ben  Oliphint.  Bishop  Oli¬ 
phint  attended  Centenary  College  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  bachelor’s  from  SMU.  He 
received  his  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Duke  University  and  an  STM  de¬ 
gree  from  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
New  York.  In  1951,  he  earned  his  doctor¬ 
ate  from  the  University  of  Edinburgh, 
Scotland. 

Bishop  Oliphint  has  had  a  wide  variety 
of  pastoral  appointments  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas.  In  Louisiana  he  started  St. 
Luke's  UMC  in  New  Orleans,  as  well  as 
St.  Paul’s  in  Monroe,  where  he  served  for 
13  years.  In  addition,  he  served  for  four 
years  at  First  Church  Alexandria,  as  well 
as  serving  as  pastor  of  University 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  In  1972  he 
moved  to  Dallas  and  served  for  eight 
years  as  pastor  of  First  Church  in  Dallas. 

He  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1980.  For  four  years  he  presided  over  the 
Kansas  Area.  He  was  assigned  to  the 


Houston  Area  in  July  1984 

Music  for  this  service  will  be  provided 
by  the  Chancel  Choir  of  Broadmoor  UMC 
in  Shreveport,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
John  Ricketts. 

Following  the  Ordination  Service,  a 
reception  will  be  held  in  Bain  Hall  honor¬ 
ing  the  Ordinands. 

Sending  Forth  Service 

In  recent  years,  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  have  closed  their  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  with  the  reading  of  appoint¬ 
ments  and  a  Service  of  Sending  Forth. 
This  year’s  service  will  be  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Bishop  Oliphint  with  Dr.  Odell 
Simmons  preaching  on  Thursday  at  10:30 
a.m.  in  the  Gold  Dome. 

Dr.  Simmons  entered  the  ministry  at 
the  age  of  16.  He  received  his  bachelor’s 
degree  from  NSU  and  then  received  his 
master  of  divinity  from  St.  Paul’s  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  in  1965, 
and  was  awarded  his  doctorate  from 
Centenary  College  in  1980. 

Dr.  Simmons  has  held  pastorates  in  Vi- 
dalia,  Homer,  DeRidder  and  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe.  He  current¬ 
ly  serves  as  District  Superintendent  of 
the  Shreveport  district. 

He  has  served  on  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ministry,  as  coordinator  of 
Leadership  Development  and  on  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  just  to  name  a 
few. 

As  plans  for  Annual  Conference  are 
being  completed,  Methodists  all  across 
Louisiana  are  looking  forward  to  the 
many  activities  set  for  them  during  the 
week,  as  well  as  the  opportunity  to  see 
old  friends. 


CONFERENCE  SPEAKERS  —  These  Louisiana  clergymen  will  be  the  speakers 
at  Annual  Conference  this  year.  They  are  from  1.  to  r..  Rev.  Richard  Hoffpauir,  Dr. 
Tracy  Arnold,  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  and  Dr.  Odell  W.  Simmons. 


Special  Annual  Conference  Events 

Monday,  June  6 

12:00  p.m.  Chaplains’  Luncheon,  Room  101,  First  Church 
5:15  p.m.  Centenary  Alumni  Banquet,  South  Cafeteria,  Centenary  College 
5:30  p.m.  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Gathering  and  Sharing,  St.  Luke’s  Church 
Tuesday,  June  7 

7:00  a.m.  Scarritt  Alumni  Breakfast,  R.  E.  Smith  Bldg.  Lounge 
7:00  a.m.  Conference  Board  of  Laity  Breakfast,  Centenary  Cafeteria 
12:30  p.m.  CSRW  Luncheon,  First  Church 
12:30  p.m.  Retired  Ministers’  Luncheon,  Broadmoor  Church 
12:30  p.m.  Louisiana  Fellowship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship,  Music  and  the 
Other  Arts,  Tasty  Cafeteria,  Shreve  City 
2:30-4:00  p.m.  Informal  Tea  for  Ladies  of  the  Conference,  James  Parlor, 

Centenary  College 

5:00  p.m.  Christian  Education  Banquet,  Bain  Hall,  First  Church 
Wednesday,  June  8 

7:00  a.m.  Conference  Board  of  Trustees  Breakfast,  Centenary  College 
12:30  p.m.  Parsonettes’  Luncheon,  Broadmoor  Church,  tickets  —  $7  at  the  door 
12:30  p.m.  Duke  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church 

12:30  p.m.  Emory  Alumni  Banquet,  Abe’s  Seafood  and  Sirloin  Restaurant 
12:30  p.m.  Asbury  Alumni  Banquet,  First  Church 
12:30  p.m.  St.  Paul  Alumni  Banquet,  Mike  Anderson’s  Restaurant 
12:30  p.m.  Perkins  Alumni  Banquet,  Bain  Hall,  First  Church 
5:30  p.m.  Ordinands’  Dinner,  First  Church 


On  Ohe  Way  . . . 


I  have  been  reading  a  book  about  Robert  E.  Lee  called  Lee:  The  Last  Years, 
by  Charles  Bracelin  Flood. 

Here  is  a  quote  from  Lee  which  shows  his  rich  combination  of  realism  and 
optimism:  “My  experience  of  people  has  neither  disposed  me  to  think  worse  of 
them  nor  indisposed  me  to  serve  them,  nor,  in  spite  of  failures  which  I  lament, 
of  errors  which  I  now  see  and  acknowledge,  or  of  the  present  aspect  of  affairs] 
do  I  despair  of  the  future. 

“The  truth  is  this:  The  march  of  Providence  is  so  slow  and  our  desires  so 
impatient;  the  work  of  progress  so  immense  and  our  means  of  aiding  it  so 
feeble;  the  life  of  humanity  is  so  long,  that  of  the  individual  so  brief,  that  we 
often  see  only  the  ebb  of  the  advancing  wave  and  are  thus  discouraged.  It  is 
history  that  teaches  us  to  hope." 

What  a  word  of  encouragement  to  ourselves  and  to  others! 


BUSY  BISHOP  —  Louisiana  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint,  right,  is  pictured  in  conversa¬ 
tion  on  the  platform  at  General  Conference  in  St.  Louis,  following  the  evening  ses¬ 
sion  that  he  chaired.  Photo  by  Don  Small. 


UMM  Add  Features  to  14th 
Annual  Retreat,  June  24-26 


The  14th  Annual  Retreat  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
will  again  be  held  at  Louisiana  College, 
Pineville  on  June  24-26. 

Added  to  this  year’s  program  will  be  a 
special  Friday  evening  service  for  retir¬ 
ees,  preachers  and  all  others  who  can  at¬ 
tend.  This  will  be  an  outdoor  service  with 
singing,  witnessing,  music  by  the  Pine¬ 
ville  Men’s  Chorus  and  Rev.  George  W. 
Harbuck,  retired  minister,  bringing  a 
message  on  "Remaining  Useful,  Re¬ 
maining  Youthful." 

Another  new  feature  is  that  a  Golf 
Tournament  will  be  held  on  Friday  after¬ 
noon,  organized  by  the  Pineville  UMM. 
The  tournament  will  begin  at  3  p.m.  and 
the  winners  will  be  announced. 

Registration  for  Saturday  begins  at  9 
a.m.  in  the  Fine  Arts  Building.  This 
year’s  theme  is  'Building  Men  of 
Prayer."  Dr.  Ray  Branton  will  be  the 
guest  preacher  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
will  conduct  the  Sunday  Communion  Ser¬ 
vice.  The  combined  Pineville  and  Asbury 
Men’s  Choirs  will  provide  the  special 


music  for  the  Sunday  services. 

The  Asbury  UMC,  Lafayette  UMM 
Chorus  will  provide  entertainment  for 
the  Saturday  night  fellowship  hour,  and 
the  Asbury  group  will  again  this  year 
provide  the  ice  cream  and  cookies  for 
the  fellowship. 

Others  on  the  program  include:  Boyd 
Baun,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
UMM  president;  Pat  Bolling,  former  con¬ 
ference  youth  president;  Larry  Lewis, 
Conference  Coordinator  for  Youth  and 
Young  Adults;  P.  W.  Sibley  Jr.,  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Youth  Representative;  Judge  Carl 
Stewart,  Shreveport  District  Lay  Leader; 
and  Ken  Ward,  Louisiana  Moral  and  Civ¬ 
ic  Foundation.  John  Moore  will  be  at  the 
piano  and  Earl  Taylor  will  be  leading  the 
singing. 

Bob  Sides  is  the  program  chairman  for 
1988-89,  and  requests  that  reservations 
be  sent  to  Jack  Ewing,  P.O.  Box  1161,  Al¬ 
exandria,  LA.  71301,  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  report  of  the  nominating  commit¬ 
tee  will  be  made  at  the  Saturday  busi 
ness  session,  at  which  time  the  new 
officers  will  be  elected. 


June  Conference  Calendar 

5- 9  Ecumenical  Mission  Conference,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

6  CFA  Meeting,  Centenary  College,  10:00  a.m. 

6- 9  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Shreveport 

9-11  DCYM  Training,  Centenary  College 

12- 16  “Youth  Seminar  on  State  Government,”  Baton  Rouge 

13- 17  UMW  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Missions,  Oklahoma  City 

Oklahoma 

20-22  Bishops’  Week,  Mount  Sequoyah 

24-26  Conference  Men’s  and  Boys’  Retreat  Sponsored  by  United  Methodist  Men 
Louisiana  College,  Pineville 
26-July  2  Monroe  District  “Harvest  of  Hope” 


Christian  Mission  School  Set 


Judy  Rountree  of  Jonesville  UMC  has 
been  selected  to  serve  on  the  23-member 
planning  team  of  the  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission.  The  annual 
school  will  be  held  at  Oklahoma  City 
University  June  13-17.  Officers  of  United 
Methodist  Women  for  the  17  conferences 
in  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missou¬ 
ri,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma 
and  Texas  will  study,  worship  and  re¬ 
ceive  updates  on  leadership  responsibil¬ 
ities  and  current  issues.  In  addition, 
persons  seeking  certification  to  teach  in 
conference-level  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission  will  participate. 

AIDS  and  teenage  pregnancy,  as  well 
as  membership  in  local  units  and  the 


Campaign  for  Children,  will  be  emphases 
of  the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission.  Officers  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  UMW  will  join  approxi¬ 
mately  350  women  in  receiving  the 
officer  training,  leadership  development 
and  resource  and  issue  updates. 

The  Regional  School  is  an  event  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The 
conference  representatives  plan  and  ad¬ 
minister  the  school  with  assistance  from 
Women’s  Division  staff  and  directors. 
The  study  topics  for  the  1988  school  are 
“Ruth  and  Esther,”  "Faces  of  Poverty  in 
Our  Midst"  and  “South  Africa." 


Breakfast  Set  with  Newly 
Assigned  Bishop 


Jurisdictional 
Conference 
New  Orleans 
July  12-15, 
1988 


A  breakfast  will  be  held  to  meet  the  newly  assigned 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  The  breakfast  will  be  held  at  the  Marriott 
Hotel  in  New  Orleans  on  Friday,  July  15  at  7  a.m. 

The  breakfast  is  open  to  all  interested  persons.  To 
make  reservations,  please  send  $10  per  person  to  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference,  c/o  Don  Hall,  527  North  Boulevard. 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802.  Registration  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  July  1. 
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Letting  God  use  us  where  we  are 


What  should  we  do  if  it  appears  that 
our  job  requires  us  to  act  in  opposition  to 
our  Christian  beliefs? 

A  recent  incident  offers  grist  for  re¬ 
flection  on  that  question. 

United  Methodist  layman  Joe  Daniels 
quit  his  job  as  a  Jackson,  Miss.,  police¬ 
man  after  arresting  three  protesters  for 
trespassing  during  an  anti-abortion  rally 
(see  UMR,  May  27).  Mr.  Daniels  said  the 
demonstrators’  pleas  and  prayers  con¬ 
vinced  him  that  the  arrests  compromised 
his  Christian  beliefs  opposing  abortion. 

"What  is  lawful  is  not  necessarily  good 
and  righteous,”  he  said.  He  added:  “I 
have  confused  the  good  guys  with  the  bad 
guys,  and  I  have  made  a  grievous  error.” 

It  is  difficult  not  to  admire  such  a  sin¬ 
cere  and  sacrificial  effort  to  put  one’s 
faith  into  practice.  That’s  particularly 
true  when  the  price  for  doing  so  is  one’s 
job.  Too  few  of  us  show  a  similar  readi¬ 
ness  to  be  drastically  and  visibly  shaped 
by  our  religious  beliefs. 

On  further  reflection,  however,  two  as¬ 
sumptions  underlying  Mr.  Daniels’  action 
seriously  weaken  his  witness,  particular¬ 
ly  as  a  model  for  other  Christians. 

First,  it  is  far  from  clear  that  he  com¬ 
mitted  a  "grievous  error”  by  doing  his 
duty  as  a  police  officer.  Arresting  demon¬ 
strators  who  were  trespassing  didn’t  vio¬ 
late  their  legal  or  moral  rights.  Nor  did 
the  arrests  detract  from  the  protesters’ 
moral  witness— in  fact,  quite  the  opposite. 

By  arresting  the  demonstrators,  Mr. 
Daniels  actually  enhanced  the  public  vis¬ 
ibility  and  potential  impact  of  the  anti- 
abortion  rally.  Getting  arrested 
frequently  is  part  of  the  game  plan  of 
demonstrators  seeking  public  sympathy 
and  support  for  their  cause. 

Second,  quitting  an  honorable  job  as  a 
way  to  avoid  getting  “dirty  hands”  on  a 
moral  issue  is.  with  few  exceptions,  rare¬ 


ly  an  effective  way  to  carry  out  one’s 
witness  as  a  Christian. 

At  worst,  such  drastic  action  boils 
down  to  mere  grandstanding,  avoidance 
or  both.  Either  reflects  a  less-than-Chris- 
tian  preoccupation  with  self  and  an 
abandonment  of  authentic  concern  for 
dealing  with  the  issue. 

At  best,  quitting  one’s  job  under  such 
circumstances  reflects  an  unrealistic  at¬ 
tempt  at  moral  purity.  We  ought  always 
to  seek  to  live  morally  pure  lives,  but  we 
also  should  recognize  that  moral  perfec¬ 
tion  is  impossible  for  human  beings. 

Equally  impossible  in  a  sinful  world  is 
any  job  that  can  shelter  us  completely 
from  morally  imperfect  involvements. 

St.  Paul’s  baptism  and  blessing  of  his 
Philippian  jailer  (Acts  16)  suggests  that 
we  as  Christians  can  and  should  witness 
to  our  moral  and  spiritual  identity  where 
we  are— in  our  vocations,  our  avocations 
and  our  families. 

His  point  is  as  valid  today  as  it  was  in 
the  first  century:  God  can  and  does  use 
us  in  whatever  position  we  occupy,  par¬ 
ticularly  if  we  pray  for  divine  guidance 
when  the  going  gets  rough. 

When  that  happens  in  our  jobs,  it  is 
particularly  critical  that  we  "hang  in 
there"  and  witness  to  our  identity  and  re¬ 
sulting  moral  values  as  Christians  at  the 
point  where  conflict  is  most  acute. 

By  doing  so,  we  accomplish  at  least 
two  things  as  people  called  to  transform, 
and  not  be  transformed  by,  our  imper¬ 
fect  surroundings,  including  our  jobs: 

f  We  influence  co-workers  who  may 
not  be  as  attuned  to  or  concerned  about 
moral  and  religious  matters. 

■/  We  remain  in  contact  with  those 
whose  differing  perspectives  can  help 
deepen  and  enhance  our  own  partial  un¬ 
derstanding  of  God’s  will. 
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Here  I  Stand 


We  need  to  change  criteria  for  electing  bishops 


By  KENNETH  W.  CHALKER 

For  a  second  time  I  am  privileged 
to  be  a  delegate  to  the  North  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Because  of  that  privilege,  I  have 
been  and  continue  to  be  involved  in 
many  discussions  related  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  ordained  daughters  and  sons  of 
the  church  to  the  episcopal  office.  No 
surprise. 

However,  the  discussions  I  hear 
concerning  elections  to  the  episcopa¬ 
cy  are  causing  me  some  great  con¬ 
cern.  That  concern  comes  at  the 
rationales  offered  for  the  candidacy 
of  many  of  the  people  being  endorsed 
for  this  critically  important  office: 

"We  must  elect  more  ethnic  per¬ 
sons  to  the  episcopacy.” 

"We  must  elect  more  women  to  the 
episcopal  office.” 

“If  we  elect  a  white  male  bishop, 
then  we  must  ensure  that  he  will  serve 
only  two  quadrennia  in  the  office.” 

Comments  are  disheartening 

I  hear  such  comments  over  and 
over  again.  For  me,  they  are  as  dis¬ 
heartening  as  the  thought  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  the  single  most  important 
issue  facing  our  church. 

No  one  needs  to  look  far  for  evi¬ 
dence  that  United  Methodism  needs  in- 


spired,  courageous  episcopal 
leadership.  We  need  Holy  Spirit-filled 
bishops  who  have  demonstrated  expe¬ 
rience  in  helping 
churches  grow 
and  who  can  thus 
help  local  churches 
under  their  episco¬ 
pal  care  see  and 
implement  a  vision 
for  effective  min¬ 
istry. 

We  need  bishops  Kenneth  Chalker 
who  are  enthusiastic  servants  of  Christ 
and  can  inspire  their  pastors  and  lay- 
people  to  be  courageous  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Christians!' 

And,  indeed,  we  need  bishops  whose 
energetic,  enthusiastic,  hope-filled 
participation  within  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  mission  and  structure  is  excit¬ 
ingly  contagious  to  those  within  and 
especially  outside  the  body  of  Christ. 

If  an  ordained  elder  who  is  also  a 
woman  has  these  gifts  and  graces, 
then  we  ought  to  elect  her  bishop. 

If  an  ordained  elder  who  embodies 
the  racial  characteristics  of  people 
unfortunately  referred  to  as  ethnic 
minorities  in  America  has  these  gifts 
and  graces,  then  we  ought  to  elect 
him  or  her  bishop. 

If  an  ordained  elder  who  is  also  a 
white  male  and  could  serve  as  long  in 


the  episcopal  office  as  a  comparative¬ 
ly  young  female  or  ethnic  candidate 
possesses  these  pifts  and  graces,  then 
we  ought  to  elect  him  bishop. 

Indeed,  the  age,  race  and  sex  of  an 
episcopal  candidate  cannot  be  the  ma¬ 
jor  gift  by  which  we  determine  a  per¬ 
son’s  graces  for  episcopal  leadership. 

An  unaffordable  luxury 

To  be  sure,  we  couldn’t  afford  the 
luxury  of  electing  bishops  by  giving 
primacy  to  such  criteria  even  if  we 
were  a  church  of  20-million  members 
and  growing!  And  surely,  in  a  church 
of  9.8-million  members  and  declining, 
we  cannot  afford  the  luxury  of  choos¬ 
ing  episcopal  leaders  by  giving  pri¬ 
macy  to  such  criteria. 

Let  us  face  the  reality  before  us. 
The  times  demand  great  leaders  in  a 
church  that,  in  so  many  instances,  is 
experiencing  groundswells  of  spiritu¬ 
al  ambivalence  in  local  communities 
all  across  this  country. 

United  Methodism  seems  to  be  suf¬ 
fering  partly  because  of  the  way  in 
which  we  order  our  concerns.  In  too 
many  cases  it  seems  that  the  way  in 
which  we  have  ordered  our  concerns 
for  leadership  has  resulted  in  a  bureau¬ 
cracy  that  likes  to  congratulate  itself 
on  symbolic  gestures  of  renewal  while 
local  churches  substantively  suffer. 


In  addition,  we  continue  to  create  a 
climate,  often  eloquently  defended 
under  the  banner  of  inclusiveness,  in 
which  some  people  may  become  seri¬ 
ous  episcopal  candidates  whose 
graces  will  not  yet  bear  the  mantle  of 
the  episcopal  office. 

Which  end  of  the  crosier? 

With  such  a  mindset  fixed  as  the  ra¬ 
tionale  by  which  we  elect  people  to 
the  episcopal  office,  we  may  one  day 
be  entrusting  such  people  with  the 
episcopal  shepherd’s  crosier  who  will 
not  know  when  to  use  which  end. 

As  for  the  present,  the  episcopal 
candidates,  male  and  female,  whom  I 
know  about  are  gifted  with  many 
wonderful  graces. 

Unfortunately,  if  the  present  think¬ 
ing  continues,  which  gives  primacy  to 
age,  race  and  gender,  we  will  never 
get  around  to  celebrating  the  graces 
for  leadership  that  these  episcopal 
candidates  display. 

In  such  episcopal  elections  we  may 
all  lose. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  W.  Chalker  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio  (East  Ohio  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Do  fewer  UMs  really  need  more  bishops? 


Religious  programming  isn’t  being  threatened 


Please,  let’s  get  this  straight:  Atheist 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  is  NOT  attempt¬ 
ing  to  ban  religious  programs  from  radio 
and  television. 

Yet  all  efforts  to  communicate  that  mes¬ 
sage  continue  to  be  unsuccessful.  The  Fed¬ 
eral  Communications  Commission  released 
new  totals  last  month  showing  that  it  has 
spent  about  $1.5  million  over  the  past  11 
years  responding  to  some  11  million  pro¬ 
tests  against  this  non-existent  campaign. 

The  FCC  repeatedly  has  said  that  Mrs. 
O’Hair  has  filed  no  action  against  reli¬ 
gious  programming.  We  and  other  publi¬ 
cations  repeatedly  have  reported  that. 
But  the  spurious  protests  continue. 

Experience  has  shown  that  church  peo¬ 


ple  contribute  many  of  the  100,000  pro¬ 
tests  that  continue  to  flow  into  the  FCC 
each  month.  The  perceived  threat  to  reli¬ 
gious  activity  by  a  well-known  atheist 
seems  to  inflame  many  Christians. 

That  apparently  fuels  a  feeling  that 
quick  action  is  needed — unfortunately, 
however,  without  checking  to  see  if  the 
perceived  threat  is  real  or  not. 

Please,  spread  the  word:  The  tale  is 
false.  There  is  no  such  threat,  and  there 
never  was.  Let’s  waste  no  more  effort  or 
postage  on  it.  Instead,  let’s  use  our  ener¬ 
gy  to  identify  and  confront  real  evils,  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  God’s  love  with 
others  and  to  invite  them  to  become  part 
of  the  Christian  community. 


To  the  Editor: 

Although  I  was  pleased  in  general  with 
what  came  out  of  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  I  was  more  than  a  bit  amused 
that  our  continued  loss  of  membership 
was  apparently  not  mentioned  in  1988! 

After  passing  a  resolution  in  1984  that 
we  double  our  membership  by  1992,  it 
seems  more  than  a  bit  strange  that  ,the 
matter  never  even  came  up  this  time!  , 

Even  more  curious  is  the  decision  in 
1988  to  give  permission  to  elect  5  percent 
more  bishops  to  reign  over  5  percent 
fewer  United  Methodists! 

But  I’ll  bet  that  this  resolution  is  accom¬ 
plished  with  quick  dispatch— not  by  the 
turn  of  the  century  but  by  the  turn  of  the 
calendar  year!  The  logic  of  why  we  need  5 
percent  more  chiefs  to  reign  over  5  per¬ 
cent  fewer  Indians  escapes  me! 

I  would  say  that  the  odds  that  we  will 
get  four  more  bishops  are  1,000  to  one  in 
favor.  It  is  probably  safe  to  say  that  the 

My  Witness 


odds  we  will  double  our  membership  by 
1992  are  1,000  to  one  against. 

Could  there  be  a  connection? 

Rodney  R.  Gist 
Canton,  South  Dakota 

Did  person  get  stuck? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  person  from  St.  Louis  who  sug¬ 
gested  changing  dates  for  Easter  and 
Christmas  (see  UMR,  May  13)  must  have 
taken  a  ride  in  the  Arch  and  got  stuck  at 
the  top  long  enough  to  lose  oxygen  in 
some  brain  cells. 

Marie  V.  Bob 
Chicago,  Illinois 

Language  action  chided 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  disappointing  to  me,  and  some 
with  whom  I  work,  that  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  opposed  making  English  the  offi¬ 
cial  language  of  the  United  States. 

A  common  language  is  a  mighty  cause 


of  unity  in  any  nation,  and  English  has 
been  the  major  language  of  U.S.  citizens. 
Different  languages  create  disloyalty, 


People  of  God  are  hungry  for  spiritual  direction 


By  MARION  CHILDRESS-USHER 

During  the  1988  General  Conference— 
the  first  I  had  ever  attended— I  made 
lots  of  steps  as  I  walked,  ran  and  stum¬ 
bled  over  covered  aisle  wiring  while 
serving  as  a  page. 

Those  11  days,  April  26-May  6,  were 
very  well  spent  for  me.  I  met  new  people 
and  made  new  friends.  I  enjoyed  smiling 
and  serving  the  delegates’  needs.  It  felt 
so  good  when  they  smiled  back  at  me 
and  called  my  name  when  trying  to  get 
my  attention  to  run  an  errand  or  deliver 
a  message. 

I  came  away  from  the  conference  with 
the  joyous  feeling  of  having  a  place  in  a 
real  family. 

The  deliberations  in  the  legislative 
committees  and  on  the  conference  floor, 
what  little  I  could  pay  attention  to,  were 
truly  marvelous  for  their  intensity,  seri¬ 
ousness,  wit,  intelligence,  sensitivity  and 
humor.  There  were  times  when  I  thought 
we  took  ourselves  too  seriously,  but  that 
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was  all  right.  That’s  part  of  it  too. 

It  was  stimulating  and  revealing 

It  was  stimulating  and  revealing  to 
watch  the  bishops  preside  and  move  the 
action  along.  And  while  most  of  the  bish¬ 
ops  managed  well,  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy 
Jr.  (Missouri  Area)  stole  the  show  with 
his  great  sense  of  humor. 

The  cookies  were  wonderful,  but  I  be¬ 
gan  to  long  for  grapes  and  prunes. 

I  believe  that  we  did  ourselves  proud  as 
a  church.  We  showed  that  we  are  compas¬ 
sionate,  committed,  compelling,  coura¬ 
geous,  consistent,  considerate,  creative 
and,  yes,  even  combative  and  compulsive, 
though  these  latter  two  were  far  less  in 
evidence  this  time  than  at  other  times. 

In  fact,  we  showed  ourselves  to  be 
very  much  wonderfully  human  while 
standing  on  feet  of  clay  and  being  earth¬ 
en  vessels  within  whom  a  great  treasure 
has  been  deposited.  We  were  seeking  to 
live  faithfully  to  the  call  and  measure  of 
Christ  our  Lord. 

However,  during  the  course  of  it  all  a 
grave  issue  was  raised  for  me.  The  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  all  about  doing:  do¬ 


ing  justice;  loving  mercy;  being 
responsible,  generous,  daring  witnesses 
and  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

In  addresses  and  sermons  the  great  as¬ 
sembly  was  remind¬ 
ed  of  “who  we  are,” 

“where  we  have 
been,”  “where  we 
are  going’’  and 
“what  it  means  to  be 
disciples  every  day.” 

In  both  episcopal 
and  laity  addresses, 
as  well  as  in  the  Marion  Usher 
most  moving  sermon  delivered,  the  over¬ 
whelming  emphasis  was  on  activity: 
ministering  to  the  poor,  the  marginal, 
the  oppressed,  the  hungry;  combating 
bigotry,  racism,  sexism,  ageism,  homo¬ 
phobia;  moving  toward  greater  genddr 
inclusiveness  in  our  language  and  struc¬ 
ture;  and  becoming  part  of  God’s  long- 
range  plan  for  shalom  and  a  renewed 
humanity  to  cover  the  earth. 

Deeper  hunger  not  addressed 

Not  once,  really,  did  the  speakers  I 
heard  address  the  deeper  hunger  of  the 


people  gathered,  and  those  whom  they 
represented,  to  truly  come  to  know  God 
and  the  assurance  of  salvation  that  is 
ours  in  our  Lord  Christ. 

No  one  talked  about  the  need  of  the  hu- 
man  heart  for  solitude,  silence  and 
prayer  in  the  presence  of  a  loving,  listen¬ 
ing  God  and  what  that  can  mean  for 
properly  ordering  our  priorities  and 
making  plain  our  vision. 

No  one  took  pains  to  remind  that  hall  full 
of  Christian  warriors  of  our  need  to  step 
away  for  a  time  from  the  necessary  and 
important  foray  of  giving,  doing  and  mov¬ 
ing  to  the  quiet  place  of  God,  waiting  to  re¬ 
ceive  healing  and  comfort  for  souls  bruised 
and  battered  by  life  and  living. 

I  believe  the  people  of  God  are  truly 
hungry  for  spiritual  direction  and  spiri¬ 
tual  food — the  food  of  truth,  righteous¬ 
ness  and  salvation. 

They  hunger  for  Someone  who  has  a 
prior  claim  over  the  needs  and  concerns 
of  the  world,  One  who  defines  our  tasks 
and  gives  us  our  marching  orders,  One  in 
whose  presence  we  can  sit  and  have  the 
deepest  longings  of  our  souls  and  lives 
ministered  to  and  a  Source  who  can 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

‘Timeless’  living  deepens  sense  of  eternity 


Time’s  tyranny  has  loosened  its  hold 
on  me,  thanks  to  an  embarrassing  but 
enlightening  mishap. 

The  weekend  of  Pentecost,  our  family 
decided  to  explore  our  new  region  of  the 
country  with  a  trip  to  the  Kiamichi 
Mountains  of  Oklahoma. 

We  took  the  trip  in  celebration  of  our 
reunion,  since  my  husband  and  our  son 
finally  had  completed  the  move  from 
Florida  to  Dallas,  where  I'd  been  living 
alone  for  four  months. 

So  great  was  our  joy  at  being  together 
again  that  the  three  of  us  romped  too 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  rerse — of  the  following: 

“Judge  not,  that  you  be  not  judged,  for 
with  the  judgment  you  pronounce  you 
will  be  judged,  and  the  measure  you  give 
will  be  the  measure  you  get”  (RSV). 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Acts  11:26b) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  6 

Monday:  Psalms  57 
Tuesday:  1  Samuel  16:1-13 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  16:14-23 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  4:1-12 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  4:13-5:1 
Saturday:  Mark  3:1-19 
Sunday:  Mark  3:20-35 


vigorously  on  a  seesaw  in  a  mountain 
park.  On  the  upward  end,  I  lost  my  bal¬ 
ance,  tumbled  down  the  board  and  then 
fell  to  the  ground,  I 
landing  on  my  wrist.  | 

Fortunately,  de-  i 
spite  multiple 
bruises  and  wounded 
pride,  the  only  thing 
I  broke  was  my 
watch. 

Since  then,  I  have  I  _ 

functioned  without  a  Cynthia  Astle 
timepiece.  Those  who  share  my  mania 
for  organization  and  my  passion  for  time 
management  will  marvel  at  the  trans¬ 
formation. 

This  transformation  has  altered  my 
perception  in  such  a  way  that  two  recent 
events  became  more  meaningful  to  me. 

While  I  was  in  Oklahoma  City  in 
March  to  cover  the  spring  meeting  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race,  I  arranged  to 
visit  with  some  of  the  members  of  the 
Native  American  caucus. 

I  was  waiting  for  them  in  the  motel  lob¬ 
by  with  the  Rev.  Ken  Deere,  a  Muskogee 
Indian  who  is  an  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  commission.  As  the  minutes 
ticked  by  and  the  others  did  not  come,  Ken 
began  to  apologize  for  the  delay. 

“They’re  working  on  ‘Indian  time,’  ” 
he  explained. 

Two  months  later  on  an  assignment  in 
Dallas,  I  happened  to  overhear  a  Cambo¬ 
dian  minister.  Pa  Pan,  invite  one  of  his 
Asian  acquaintances  to  his  coming  ordi¬ 


nation  as  a  deacon  in  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference. 

"It’s  at  7  p.m.,”  Pa  said.  “That’s  'Asian 
time.’  It’s  actually  at  7:30  American 
time.” 

At  first,  I  laughed  at  these  references 
to  the  less-rigid  regard  for  schedules  and 
punctuality  shown  by  people  in  many 
non-Western  cultures.  Then,  their  re¬ 
sponses  made  me  think. 

In  my  watchless  world,  I’ve  decided 
that  perhaps  our  brothers  and  sisters  of 
other  cultures  are  closer  to  the  eternal 
than  some  of  us  would  like  to  admit.  In¬ 
stead  of  forcing  them  into  our  hurried 
world  of  clocks  and  schedules,  we  can 
learn  a  valuable  lesson  from  them  about 
time  and  how  we  use  it. 

Without  my  watch  to  dominate  me,  I, 
too,  tend  to  operate  on  "Indian  time”  or 
"Asian  time.”  Now  there  is  plenty  of 
time— because  the  time  is  only  now. 

There  are  still  newspaper  deadlines  to 
meet  and  schedules  I  must  keep.  But 
there  are  clocks  enough  in  the  world,  and 
a  managing  editor,  to  ensure  that  I  meet 
those  deadlines. 

I’ve  about  decided  not  to  buy  another 
watch.  My  timelessness  has  given  me  a 
sense  of  eternity  that  I  savor  deeply. 

In  this  eternity  there  are  the  best 
things  of  life:  honest,  decent  work;  mu¬ 
sic;  the  love  of  family  and  friends;  and 
obedience  and  praise  to  God. 

"For  everything  there  is  a  season,  and 
a  time  for  every  matter  under  heaven.” 
(Ecclesiastes  3:1). 

—CYNTHIA  ASTLE 


strengthen  us  for  the  journey  and  enable 
us  to  stand  without  capitulating  in  the 
face  of  temptation,  hurt,  disappointment 
or  frustration,  defeat,  and  even  death. 

The  people  of  God  want  and  need 
strength,  power  and  grace  to  rise  above 
the  often  downward  pull  of  life’s  necessi¬ 
ties  and  urges,  and  there’s  only  one 
source  for  that  blessing. 

The  Gospel  was  movingly,  dramatical¬ 
ly  and  dynamically  proclaimed  to  me  in 
song  and  dance.  The  singing  clergywo- 
men,  made  up  mostly  of  those  from  the 
Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  soothed 
my  soul  and  gave  me  hope. 

Through  their  wonderful  voices  and 
graceful  moves  my  pain  was  touched, 
my  soul  was  made  glad,  my  eyes  were 
lifted  beyond  the  fierce  battlefield  and 
dingy  horizon,  and  my  voice  was  freed  to 
proclaim  with  them,  “Zion’s  songs  are 
meant  for  Babylon.” 

I  tuck  that  truth  in  my  heart  and  give 
all  praise  and  honor  to  God. 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Marion  Childress-Usher  is 
pastor  of  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church  in  San  Angelo,  Texas  (Southwest 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


and  at  least  diverse  loyalties,  that  tend 
to  weaken  the  central  loyalty  to  our 
country.  If  any  people  want  to  be  citizens 
and  enjoy  the  protection  and  advantages 
of  citizenship,  they  should  at  least  learn 
the  language  of  the  country  under  whose 
protection  they  live. 

The  accusation  that  to  require  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  country  of  adoption  mani¬ 
fests  racism  is  untrue  and  silly. 

G.  Weir  Hartman 
Columbus,  Ohio 

I  grow  weary  of  programs 

To  the  Editor: 

I  grow  weary  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  with  its  ethnic  priorities,  its  mi¬ 
nority  priorities  and  its  boycotts.  How  I 
do  miss  the  serenity  of  my  old  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South. 

William  H.  Goldwire 
Sanderson,  Texas 

Bible  study  is  exciting 

To  the  Editor: 

This  year  I  have  been  involved  in  the 
Disciple  program  by  Cokesbury.  We 
started  out  with  15  members,  and  are 
three  weeks  from  the  end.  There  are  still 
15  of  us. 

It  has  been  an  exciting  year  of  study  of 
our  God.  This  year  has  also  been  an  ex¬ 
citing  time  of  getting  to  know  14  people 
through  a  study  and  love  of  God.  Getting 
to  know  people  through  Bible  study  is  a 
good  way  to  see  our  Lord  at  work 
through  each  other. 

This  study  has  made  me  more  aware 
of  my  responsibilities  as  a  child  of  God.  I 
see  more  clearly  my  responsibilities  to 
my  church  and  the  entire  world. 

In  this  last  year,  I  have  felt  a  stronger 
love  and  respect  for  the  members  in  the 
group  and  the  rest  of  the  congregation. 

I  will  carry  this  knowledge  and  love 
with  me  the  rest  of  my  life. 

Karis  M.  Yerton 
Eureka,  California 
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Methodists  celebrate  Wesley’ s  conversion 


CATHEDRAL  PHOTOS  BY  PAUL  HARRINGTON 

LONDON— Methodists  from  around  the  world,  joined  by  Queen  Elizabeth 
II  and  Prince  Phillip,  throng  historic  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  May  24  (above) 
for  the  worship  service  commemorating  the  250th  anniversary  of  the 
“heartwarming  experience”  of  Methodism’s  founder,  John  Wesley.  A  can¬ 
dle  symbolizing  the  flame  of  Methodism  is  lit  during  the  service  (at  left)  by 
Michael  George,  8,  of  Whittier,  Calif.,  and  Heather  Muhleman,  9,  of  Ridge¬ 
wood,  N.J.,  as  Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  (left),  chairman  of  the  World  Methodist 
Council,  and  an  assisting  clergyman  look  on.  Dozens  of  British  Methodists 
like  this  group  from  Lonsdale  Methodist  Church  of  Gloucester  (below)  meet 
visiting  Methodists  at  British  train  stations  as  sightseers  toured  the  coun¬ 
tryside  aboard  two  newly  named  trains,  the  “Charles  Wesley”  and  the 
“John  Wesley.” 


By  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editor 

LONDON— Amid  both  the  pomp  and 
ceremony  of  royalty  and  outdoors  among 
the  people  last  week,  2,500  Methodists  and 
other  spiritual  descendants  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley  from  around  the  world  celebrated  the 
250th  anniversary  of  his  conversion. 

In  the  grandeur  of  St.  Paul’s  Cathe¬ 
dral,  they  were  reminded  that  Wesley 
said,  ‘‘Go  not  to  those  who  need  us  but  to 
those  who  need  us  most." 

The  Rev.  Donald  English,  vice  chair  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council  executive 
committee,  preaching  “in  the  presence 
of  her  majesty,  the  queen,”  quoted  Wes¬ 
ley  and  reminded  the  gathering  that  peo¬ 
ple  must  still  “offer  them  Christ." 

“Only  in  sharing  the  depths  of  human 
pain  and  suffering  shall  we  share  also 
the  experience  of  resurrection,”  said  the 
former  president  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  England. 

Addressing  members  of  more  than 
five  dozen  denominations  from  around 
the  world,  including  500  North  Ameri¬ 
cans,  he  concluded,  “That  task  requires 
our  combined  energies  as  surely  as  our 
message  demands  our  unity. 

‘Give  me  your  hand’ 

"We  gladly  offer  again  Wesley’s  invi¬ 
tation  to  all  whose  hearts  are  as  his: 
‘Give  me  your  hand.’  ” 

The  55  minutes  of  worship  also  includ¬ 
ed  the  singing  of  four  Charles  Wesley 
hymns  as  well  as  “God  Save  the  Queen,” 
scripture  read  from  John  15:14  and  Ro¬ 
mans  5:1-5,  prayers  and  a  reading  from 
John  Wesley’s  journal. 

At  one  point,  two  children  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  United 
States  lit  a  large  flame.  The  lighting  of  the 
flame  came  immediately  after  the  wor¬ 
shipers  had  sung  from  a  Wesley  hymn: 

O  thou  who  earnest  from  above 
The  pure  celestial  fire  to  impart, 

Kindle  a  flame  of  sacred  love 
On  the  mean  altar  of  my  heart! 

Late  afternoon  trek 

As  the  flame  was  lit,  Bishop  Lawi 
Imathiu.  World  Methodist  Council  chair 
and  presiding  bishop  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Kenya,  said,  “We  light  this 
flame,  that  a  flame  of  sacred  love  may 


“We  light  this  flame,  that 
a  flame  of  sacred  love 
may  be  kindled  in  our 
hearts  as  it  was  in  the 
hearts  of  John  and 
Charles  Wesley.” 

— Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu 


be  kindled  in  our  hearts  as  it  was  in  the 
hearts  of  John  and  Charles  Wesley.” 

Having  concluded  this  special  com¬ 
memoration,  the  Methodists  left  St. 
Paul’s  and  royalty  in  late  afternoon  and 
went  a  short  distance  to  Aldersgate. 

The  Aldersgate  site,  adjacent  to  the 
modern  Museum  of  London  and  near  the 
old  London  city  wall,  is  claimed  as  “the 
very  conversion  place”  where  Wesley 
had  gone  "very  unwillingly  to  a  society. 
There  he  met  with  a  group  of  fellow  be¬ 
lievers  about  the  same  time  of  day— ear¬ 
ly  evening— exactly  250  years  earlier. 

Here  the  celebration  continued  at  the 
base  of  the  Aldersgate  Memorial,  a  mas¬ 
sive  monument  shaped  like  a  flame  and 
inscribed  with  the  words  from  Wesley’s 
journal  describing  his  experience. 

As  participants  arrived,  the  Band  of 
the  Metropolitan  Police  was  playing. 
Then,  just  before  the  formal  celebration, 
the  Nebraska  Wesleyan  University  Choir 
provided  a  45-minute  concert. 

The  celebration  was  led  by  the  Rev. 
William  R.  Davies,  president  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  Conference. 

The  ceremony  included  greetings  from 
representatives  of  the  British  Methodist 
Conference  and  responses  from  repre¬ 
sentative  churches  from  around  the 
world.  The  festivities  continued  with 
Wesley  hymns,  prayers,  Scripture  read¬ 
ings  and  testimony. 

Then  "at  about  a  quarter  before  9" 
(the  exact  time  noted  in  Mr.  Wesley’s 
journal  for  his  conversion),  attention  was 
turned  to  a  four-foot  tall  gas-fed  repre¬ 
sentation  of  a  candle.  It  had  been  lighted 
with  flame  brought  from  the  candle  lit 
earlier  at  St.  Paul’s. 

As  the  bell  of  St.  Botolph  Moravian 
Church  began  to  ring  a  few  hundred 
yards  away,  British  Methodist  youth  and 
adults  lighted  candles  from  the  flame. 
They  then  scattered  among  the  crowd  of 
more  than  2,000  to  pass  the  light  from 
one  person  to  another. 


Two  conversions  celebrated 

Actually  being  celebrated  were  the 
conversions  of  both  John  and  Charles 
_  Wesley.  Charles  had  had  a  similar  but 
less  publicized  experience  three  days  be- 
fore  John’s. 

The  500  North  American  participants 
from  eight  denominations  joined  with 
their  British  Methodist  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  May  21  in  a  joint  observance  of  both 
conversions.  That  was  the  250th  anniver¬ 
sary  of  Charles’  conversion. 

The  highlight  of  that  day  came  when 
two  new  locomotives  named  the  “John 
Wesley"  and  the  “Charles  Wesley”  were 
placed  in  service  on  the  British  Railway. 

The  celebrants,  including  more  than 
350  United  Methodists,  boarded  two  sep¬ 
arate  trains  for  a  three-day  tour  of  spots 
frequented  by  the  Wesleys — with  special 
stops  at  Epworth,  Gloucester,  Bristol, 
Pill  and  Oxford  as  well  as  overnight 
stays  in  York  and  Bristol. 

Worship  in  Bristol 

Passengers  on  each  train  worshiped 
May  22  at  the  New  Room  in  Bristol,  the 
first  meeting  place  built  by  John  Wesley 
after  his  conversion. 

In  between,  the  two  groups  joined  lo¬ 
cal  Methodists  and  Anglicans  in  Glouces¬ 
ter  for  an  observance  of  EvenSong  at  the 
Gloucester  Cathedral. 

Officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  officiated  for  the  New  Room  services. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  North  Ameri¬ 
can  regional  secretary  of  world  evange¬ 
lism,  presided  at  the  morning  worship. 
The  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  chair  of 
World  Evangelism,  preached. 

In  the  evening,  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Al- 
guire,  president  of  the  North  American 
section,  presided,  and  Bishop  Imathiu 
preached. 

Other  participants  included  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  United  Church  of  Canada, 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women, 
the  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion 
Church,  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Church  of  the  Nazarene,  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Mexico,  the  Wesleyan 
Church  and  the  Free  Church  of  Canada. 

Trains  pass  through  villages 

As  the  trains  passed  through  villages 
and  towns,  photographers  lined  up  to  take 
pictures.  Men,  women  and  children  waved 
vigorously  from  railway  platforms  as  the 
trains  rumbled  through.  Many  held  ban¬ 
ners  of  greeting,  some  identifying  the 
name  of  the  local  Methodist  church. 

In  each  place  where  the  trains  stopped 
and  passengers  got  off,  dozens  of  British 
Methodists  welcomed  them  to  the  area 
and  to  the  piece  of  Wesleyan  history 
their  community  could  share  with  the 
visiting  pilgrims. 

It  was  obvious  that  Methodists  across 
England  had  prepared  to  celebrate  Wes¬ 
ley  Day  1988  well  before  the  Americans 
arrived.  Celebrations  marking  the  con¬ 
versions  of  the  Wesley  brothers  had  tak¬ 
en  place  throughout  May  in  almost  every 
Methodist  parish  in  the  land.  And,  even 
as  the  Methodists  from  across  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  were  leaving,  their  British  counter¬ 
parts  were  rushing  on  to  continue  the 
celebration  with  some  activities  sched¬ 
uled  through  the  end  of  the  month. 
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Church  World  Service  head  resigns  in  NCC  feud 

17.,  r  ¥  t  inim  „  ..  ......  1 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Texas — A  simmering 
dispute  between  top  executives  in  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  erupted 
with  the  abrupt  resignation  May  19  of  J. 
Richard  Butler,  head  of  the  NCC’s  relief 
arm — Church  World  Services. 

The  feud  between  Mr.  Butler  and  the 
Rev.  Arie  Brouwer,  the  NCC’S  general  sec¬ 
retary,  reportedly  revolved  around  the  im¬ 
plementation  of  new  governance  policies 
adopted  by  the  NCC  governing  board. 

Mr.  Butler  told  the  Reporter,  however, 
that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  restruc- 
turing  policies  but  said  he  found  it  im- 
possible  to  continue  under  Dr.  Brouwer’s 
•  leadership  style. 

J  "It  is  a  leadership  style  that  is  imped- 
ing  collaboration,  cooperation  and  inte¬ 
gration,”  he  said. 


Dr.  Brouwer  said  he  was  “surprised 
and  saddened”  when  Mr.  Butler  in¬ 
formed  him  he  had  decided  to  resign. 

Members  of  the  NCC  executive  com¬ 
mittee  defended  Dr.  Brouwer  but  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  decision  to  restructure  the 
NCC  within  recent  years  “has  put  a 
strain  on  the  entire  organization.” 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  Tal¬ 
bert  (Seattle  Area),  a  15-year  member  of 
the  NCC  Governing  Board,  said  he  be¬ 
lieves  some  serious  problems  are  being 
addressed. 

‘‘What  remains  is  how  units  [like 
Church  World  Service]  can  retain  a  kind 
of  integrity  and  still  relate  to  us,”  he 
said.  "Some  progress  has  been  made,  but 
there  is  much  to  be  done.” 

Bishop  Talbert  is  a  member  of  a  panel 
charged  with  helping  implement  the  gov¬ 
ernance  changes. 


One  change  would  give  the  NCC  chief 
executive  more  control  over  Church 
World  Service  finances.  The  powerful  re¬ 
lief  and  refugee  agency  accounts  for 
about  80  percent  of  the  NCC’s  annual 
budget. 

One  apparent  source  of  controversy  is 
Dr.  Brouwer’s  desire  to  use  earnings 
from  relief  agency  investments  to  fund 
the  council’s  “common  services.” 

Church  World  Service  unit  committee 
members  said  they  no  longer  had  confi¬ 
dence  in  Dr.  Brouwer  and  called  for  an 


immediate  review  of  his  effectiveness  as 
the  NCC  general  secretary— a  request 
rejected  by  NCC  executive  committee 
members. 

,  The  executive  committee  said,  howev¬ 
er,  it  recognized  the  need  for  “a  credible, 
critical  and  regular  process”  for  review¬ 
ing  his  position  and  that  of  all  the  execu¬ 
tive  staff. 

At  a  press  conference,  the  Rev.  Patricia 
McClurg,  NCC  president,  defended  the  way 
Dr.  Brouwer  has  conducted  himself  during 
the  prolonged  dispute  with  Mr.  Butler. 


She  said  committees  studying  the  con¬ 
troversy  could  find  no  justification  for  a 
“hurry  up"  investigation  of  Dr.  Brouwer, 
adding  "there’s  not  enough  substance  to 
have  any  special  review.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church,  which 
gave  $491,870  to  NCC  work  in  1987,  is  the 
major  contributor  to  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches. 

Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries  Women’s  Division,  chairs  the 
NCC’s  finance  and  services  committee. 


Council  of  Churches  votes  to  boycott  Shell 


ALDERSGATE  ’88 

A  National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 

AUGUST  4-7 

PITTSBURGH,  PA  (Duquesne  University) 


Join  us  for  a  gathering  of  Christians  from  across  the  country, 
a  celebration  of  covenant  renewal.  The  celebration  includes  ad¬ 
dresses  by  Dr.  Tommy  Tyson,  Bill  Beatty,  Roger  Nelson,  Larry 
Eddings  and  Bishop  James  M.  Ault. 

Speakers,  seminars  and  services  to  renew  the  spirit  through 
Christ. 

For  brochure  information  and  registration,  contact: 

ALDERSGATE  ’88  or  call: 

1245  Bedford  Road  (817)  283-5536 

Bedford,  Texas  76021 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ARLINGTON,  Texas— The  260-mem- 
ber  governing  board  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  voted  unanimously 
last  week  to  boycott  Royal  Duteh/Shel'l 
and  its  subsidiaries  in  protest  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  role  as  the  major  supplier  of  fuel 
in  South  Africa. 

The  NCC  is  opposed  to  apartheid— the 
legal  separation  of  races— in  South  Africa. 

"This  [boycott]  has  become,  to  some, 
the  last  resort,"  said  NCC  board  member 
Joyce  Sohl,  a  United  Methodist  from 
New  York  City.  “We  have  said  over  and 
over  again  that  Shell  has  to  remove  itself 
from  South  Africa. 

“If  the  only  way  that  Shell  can  get  that 
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message  is  a  boycott  of  the  parent  com¬ 
pany  and  its  subsidiary,  then  it  is  time  to 
do  that. 

"The  ultimate  aim  is  to  see  that  apart¬ 
heid  is  dismantled." 

The  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  recently  voted  to  boycott  Shell.  But 
implementation  of  the  boycott  was  sus¬ 
pended  pending  a  ruling  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  “supreme  court”  on  whether  the 
church  had  observed  its  own  guidelines 
for  a  boycott. 

During  discussions  at  the  Arlington 
meeting,  Cecil  Murray  of  Los  Angeles, 
an  African  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
pastor  and  chairman  of  the  NCC’s  ethnic 
minority  caucus,  said,  “If  (Shell)  won’t 
hear  an  appeal  to  morality,  then  perhaps 
they  will  hear  the  appeal  to  profit. 

“If  Shell  will  not  have  ears,  then  per¬ 
haps  they  will  have  pockets.” 

Bishop  Herbert  W.  Chilstrom,  head  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  said,  “It  may  be  the  last  thing 
we  can  do  before  a  blood  bath.” 

The  Rev.  Avery  Post,  president  of  the 
United  Churches  of  Christ,  called  the  boy¬ 
cott  “a  poignant  moment  in  U.S.  church 
history.” 

“The  rhetoric  of  ‘ain’t  it  awful’  is  not 
the  point,”  Dr.  Post  said.  “The  point  is 
that  Shell  is  in  South  Africa. 


“Shell  must  say  no.  must  leave  and 
must  withdraw.  Now,  we  must  say  it  by 
turning  away  from  what  Shell  sells  as 
products." 

R.  W.  Tookey,  a  London  director  of 
Shell  International  Petroleum,  said  Shell 
officials  agree  that  “apartheid  is  detest¬ 
able  and  repugnant.” 

He  said  Royal  Dutch/Shell  opposes 
apartheid  and  wants  to  help  create  a  fair, 
democratic  post-apartheid  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Tookey  charged  that  the  NCC  doc¬ 
ument  used  as  the  basis  for  the  boycott 
decision  is  "distorted,  biased,  and  riddled 
with  inaccuracies  and  errors.” 

He  said  claims  that  Shell  miners 
worked  in  “slave  labor  conditions”  were 
untrue,  pointing  out  that  Shell  has  defied 
the  South  African  government  by  improv¬ 
ing  conditions  at  its  Reitspruit  coal  mine. 

Royal  Dutch./Shell  has  not  violated  the 
international  oil  embargo  of  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  he  said.  He  also  denied  that  any  Shell 
company,  other  than  Shell  South  Africa, 
which  operates  in  the  country,  is  selling 
or  shipping  oil  to  South  Africa. 

Mr.  Tookey  said  the  petroleum  sup¬ 
plies  are  in  South  Africa,  adding  that  if 
Shell  left,  the  resources  would  be  taken 
over  by  the  government. 

“Whether  or  not  Shell  leaves  South  Af¬ 
rica  would  not  make  one  iota  of  differ¬ 
ence”  [in  dismantling  apartheid],  he  said. 
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but  not  involving  coercion  or  violence. 

Major  policy  document 
addresses  U.S.  farm  crisis 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  historically  an  advocate  of 
rural  people  and  their  concerns,  adopted 
a  major  policy  document  recently  on  the 
U.S.  farm  crisis. 

Delegates  to  the  church’s  top  legislative 
body  received  the  9,000-word  position  pa¬ 
per  entitled  “U.S.  Agriculture  and  Rural 
Communities  in  Crisis."  The  document  ex¬ 
amines  crises  facing  the  farm  and  the  ru¬ 
ral  community  as  well  as  the  global 
ecological  crisis  affecting  rural  areas. 

Some  39  changes  in  farm  and  rural 


policies  for  state  and  federal  govern¬ 
ments  are  itemized.  Basically,  these  pol¬ 
icies  support  family-owned  and  operated 
farms,  wide  distribution  of  land  owner¬ 
ship,  and  adjustments  in  loan  policies. 

Delegates  call  on  Israelis 
to  stop  attacks  and  negotiate 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS)— United  Methodists 
have  called  upon  the  Israeli  government  to 
stop  the  beatings  and  harassment  of  Pales¬ 
tinians  and  to  negotiate  with  both  Palestin¬ 
ian  civilians  and  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  on  “legitimate  demands.” 

The  request  came  during  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  1988  General  Conference  in  a  resolu¬ 
tion  addressing  the  Arab-Israeli  crisis. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

ARLINGTON,  Texas— More  than  1,000 
evangelicals,  Roman  Catholics,  mainline 
Protestants  and  Orthodox  Christians,  in¬ 
cluding  about  100  United  Methodists, 
found  common  ground  May  21-25  during 
a  special  "Gathering  of  Christians." 

They  celebrated  their  diversity  in  wor¬ 
ship  and  workshops  and  prayed  for  unity 
during  the  unusual  four-day  ecumenical 
festival. 

At  "Pentecost  1988:  No  Longer  Strang¬ 
ers,"  Christians  representing  a  wide 
spectrum  of  denominations  relived  the 
Pentecost  experience  reported  in  Acts  2 
hearing,  in  a  wide  variety  of  worship  tra¬ 
ditions,  “the  wonderful  works  of  God.” 

The  National  Council  of  Churches  fa¬ 
cilitated  the  event  at  the  Arlington  Con¬ 
vention  Center. 

The  Rev.  Arie  R.  Brouwer,  a  minister 
with  the  Reformed  Church  in  America 
and  the  NCC’s  general  secretary,  noted 
that  the  gathering  was  held  in  the  week 
that  spans  observances  of  Pentecost  in 
Western  (May  22)  and  Eastern  Orthodox 
(May  29)  churches. 

Pentecost  marks  the  descent  of  the 


Prayers  for  unity  amidst  diversity 


Holy  Spirit  upon  early  Christians  and  is 
often  called  the  birthday  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

After  14  sermons  in  various  tradi¬ 
tions— some  labeled  Bible  study— partic¬ 
ipants  could  affirm  they  were  “no  longer 
strangers  and  sojourners  but  . . .  citizens 
together  ...  of  the  household  of  God.” 

Plenary  sessions  at  the  Gathering  of 
Christians  traced  Christ’s  steps  from  in¬ 
carnation  through  crucifixion,  resurrec¬ 
tion  and  post-resurrection  appearances. 

Participants  also  took  part  in  89  work¬ 
shops,  forums  and  explorations  in 
spirituality,  as  many  as  21  offered 
simultaneously. 

In  "prayer  laboratories,"  the  Gather¬ 
ing  exposed  participants  to  diverse  tradi¬ 
tions  of  prayer  and  meditation,  not  only 
by  watching  them  and  having  them  ex¬ 
plained  but  also  by  taking  part. 

In  workshops  and  forums,  participants 
probed  human  rights  issues,  questions 
about  biblical  scholarship,  racism,  ethics 
involving  genetics,  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment,  dealing  with  the  acquired  immune 


deficiency  syndrome  and  the  Christian 
tradition  of  non-violence. 

Worship  services  emphasized  Bible 
studies  from  different  traditions,  includ¬ 
ing  pentecostalism  and  Orthodox,  evan¬ 
gelical  and  mainline  Protestant,  and 
Roman  Catholicism. 

The  Rev.  Jim  Wallis,  founder  of  Sojourn¬ 
ers,  an  evangelical  social-action  communi¬ 
ty  in  Washington,  offered  a  Bible  study 
constructed  around  Romans  8:1  and  related 
it  as  God's  word  to  today’s  world. 

Just  back  from  a  40-day  trip  to  South 
Africa,  Mr.  Wallis  told  about  visiting  a 
squatter  camp  and  then  driving  a  few 
miles  to  an  opulent  recreation  area. 

He  called  the  experience  “an  extreme 
parable”  of  a  global  system  in  which  the 
First  and  Third  Worlds  live  side-by-side. 

In  South  Africa,  he  said,  “I  saw  sin  and 
death  become  law.  But  I  also  saw  every 
day  the  church  refusing  to  accept  that 
law.” 

Citing  the  example  of  South  African 
Christians  who  oppose  apartheid,  he  said, 
“Into  the  world  of  sin  and  death  comes 


the  incarnation  as  an  insurrection.” 

Mr.  Wallis  said,  "We  need  to  get  the 
message  right.  ‘There  is  now  no  condem¬ 
nation.”’  He  noted  that  in  chapters  1-7 
Paul  is  "depressingly  realistic”  about  sin. 

Then  Romans  8  “comes  as  a  thunder¬ 
bolt,  announcing  God’s  counterattack  on 
sin  and  death,  which  is  the  incarnation. 
God  literally  joins  us  in  our  struggle.” 

The  Rev.  James  A.  Forbes  Jr.,  a  dy¬ 
namic  Pentecostal  preacher,  challenged 
his  hearers  to  put  aside  petty  squabbling 
and  self-interest  to  move  beyond  divi¬ 
sions  tO'find  a  new  unity. 

“Maybe  we  already  have  a  heavenly 
happening,”  he  told  a  hushed  crowd, 
“and  that’s  why  Catholics,  Protestants 
and  Orthodox  are  meeting  together.” 

But  he  said  that  proof  would  come 
only  when  people  return  to  the  places 
where  they  serve. 

"Will  they  show  more  sensitivity  to  the 
poor  and  oppressed,  dismantling  centers 
of  control,  and  lifting  a  new  song  of 
praise?"  he  asked. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  James  Mase 
Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area)  took  part  in  the 
Pentecost  observance.  He  recounted 
John  Wesley’s  experience  of  the  gift  of 
salvation  and  assurance  of  grace,  which 
led  to  Methodism. 

The  bishop  noted  Wesley’s  stress  on 
dignity  of  the  individual,  moral  responsi¬ 
bility,  conversion  and  new  birth,  linking 
of  faith  and  good  works  and  confronting 
principalities  under  which  people  suffer. 
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Cambodian’s  inner-city  ministry  honored 

DALLAS— An  Asian  minister  believed  to  be  United  Methodism’s  first  or¬ 
dained  Cambodian  clergyman  was  honored  with  another  first  May  24.  Pa 
Nous  Pan,  who  heads  the  Asian  ministry  of  the  East  Dallas  Cooperative 
Parish,  received  the  parish’s  first  Paul  Allen  Award.  The  award  is  a  memo¬ 
rial  to  a  United  Methodist  layman  and  longtime  volunteer  director  of  Proj¬ 
ect  Hope,  a  food  bank  at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church,  one 
congregation  in  the  six-church  parish.  Mr.  Pan,  shown  with  his  wife,  Line, 
and  their  son  David,  4,  is  a  former  Buddhist  monk  who  escaped  Cambodia’s 
communist  takeover  and  resettled  in  the  United  States.  He  was  scheduled 
to  be  ordained  a  deacon  May  31  in  the  North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 
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ARLINGTON,  Texas— Bible  study  leader  one  morning  during  the  recent  Gathering  of  Christians  was  Jim  Wallis, 
founder  of  Sojourners,  an  evangelical  social-action  community  in  Washington.  His  lesson  centered  on  Romans  8:1. 


Resolution  targets  as  ‘obscene’ 
sexually  violent  pornography 

ST.  LOUIS  (UMNS) — Sexually  violent 
pornography  should  be  legally  defined  as 
“obscene,”  removing  it  from  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  First  Amendment,  according 
to  a  resolution  approved  by  the  1988 
United  Methodist  General  Conference. 

The  resolution,  passed  by  a  834-59 
vote,  also  notes  that  child  pornography 
causes  harm  and  declares  that  “child 
pornographers  and  distributors  should  be 
prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law.” 

"Dial-a-porn”  services  are  called  “par¬ 
ticularly  damaging"  to  children  and  youth. 

The  resolution  defines  erotic  material 
as  being  sexually  explicit  and  arousing 


Three  congregations  help  make  refugees’  dreams  come  true 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

MESQUITE,  Texas— In  September 
1986  Geza  and  Adela  Torok,  a  Christian 
couple  from  Romania,  told  their  three 
children  to  prepare  for  an  extensive  va¬ 
cation  to  visit  friends  in  Austria. 


But  the  children— Adele,  Marta  and 
Josef  — soon  learned  that  the  trip 
wouldn’t  be  a  family  outing.  The  Toroks 
were  departing  their  eastern  European 
homeland  for  the  last  time. 

“After  years  of  being  persecuted  by 
the  Romanian  government  for  their 


Christian  beliefs  and  for  not  becoming 
members  of  the  Communist  Party,  the 
Toroks  decided  they  wanted  a  better  life 
for  their  children,”  explained  the  Rev. 
Steven  E.  Matthew,  pastor  of  New  Cove¬ 
nant  United'  Methodist  Church  in 
Sunnyvale,  Texas. 


“So  they  fled  to  Austria,  applied  for 
asylum  and  registered  for  immigration 
to  the  United  States.” 

Mr.  Matthew’s  congregation,  along 
with  St.  Stephen  and  St.  Mark’s  United 
Methodist  churches,  both  in  nearby  Mes¬ 
quite,  made  a  dream  come  true  for  the 
Toroks  by  serving  as  their  American 
sponsors  (see  related  story). 

They  pooled  their  resources  in  14 
months  to  assist  the  five  Toroks. 

Carolyn  Dennis  of  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Refugee  Interagency  Inc.,  said  she 
has  contacted  more  than  700  churches 
from  various  denominations  in  north 
central  Texas  to  do  a  similar  project. 

‘Yes’  came  quickly 

The  three  Dallas-area  churches  who 
sponsored  the  Torok  family  consented 
with  little  hesitation. 

"The  decision-making  process  is  very 
long  in  most  churches,”  she  said.  “Many 
of  those  700  churches  are  still  in  that 
process.” 

Any  United  Methodist  congregation 
that  sponsors  a  refugee  must  work 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 

Details  profuse, 
expenses  great 
in  resettlement 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Resettling  refugees  involves  many  de¬ 
tails  and  expenses,  officials  at  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  report. 

That’s  where  gifts  from  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church  can  be  used. 

Designated  second-mile  gifts  to  the 
Advance  help  the  UM  relief  committee 
finance  ecumenical  programs  that  assist 
refugees  and  their  sponsors.  Most  of  the 
committee’s  refugee  ministry  is  done 
through  Church  World  Service,  the  relief, 
refugee-assistance  and  development  arm 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

A  refugee  wanting  to  settle  in  the 
United  States  and  meeting  certain  immi¬ 
gration  requirements  needs  a  congrega¬ 
tion  or  relative  to  serve  as  a  sponsor 
before  he  or  she  can  enter  the  country, 
said  Lilia  Fernandez,  executive  secre¬ 
tary  for  refugee  concerns  at  the  UM  re¬ 
lief  committee. 

That  sponsor  must  promise  to  provide 
practical  support  for  the  refugee,  such  as 
temporary  housing,  helping  the  person 
apply  for  a  Social  Security  card  or  regis¬ 
tering  children  in  school,  she  said. 

The  UM  relief  agency  and  Church 
World  Service  share  with  the  local  spon¬ 
sor  in  the  myriad  details  required  to  re¬ 
settle  refugees,  Ms.  Fernandez  added. 

Since  World  War  II,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  its  predecessor  denomi¬ 
nations  have  assisted  more  than  70,000 
people  who  left  their  countries  because 
of  wars,  turmoil,  famine  or  political  op¬ 
pression,  she  said. 

United  Methodists  can  support  future 
work  with  refugees  by  designating  gifts 
to  “Refugee  Resettlement  Program,” 
Advance  No.  901779-4.  Those  gifts  can  be 
made  through  their  annual  conference 
treasurer. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


on  Relief. 

The  UM  relief  agency  received  the 
Torok  family’s  case  in  November  1986  af¬ 
ter  the  family  escaped  to  Austria  from  Ro¬ 
mania.  In  the  meantime,  Ms.  Dennis  had 
asked  the  three  UM  churches  to  become 
sponsors,  and  the  congregations  selected 
the  Torok  family  in  December  1987. 

Congregational  representatives  signed 
the  commitment  for  sponsorship  forms 
in  January  1987.  The  family  arrived  in 
Texas  in  December  1987. 

Before  the  Toroks  arrived,  a  refugee 
resettlement  committee  was  established, 
co-chaired  by  the  Rev.  Lee  D.  Cary,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Stephen  UMC,  and  John  Dock- 
ins,  a  member  of  New  Covenant  UMC. 
The  Rev.  Montie  W.  Stewart,  pastor  of 
St.  Mark’s  UMC,  served  as  treasurer. 

A  project  called  Shares  of  Life  was 
created  by  the  three  churches.  Members 
purchased  amounts  of  their  choice,  and 
$4,000  was  raised  to  support  the  Torok 
family. 

Subgroups  handled  details  regarding 
housing,  employment,  medical  problems, 
transportation,  finances  and  cultural  ad¬ 
justment. 

Diane  Moore,  a  member  of  New  Cove¬ 
nant,  said  the  congregations  became  dis¬ 
couraged  when  “bureaucratic  red  tape  kept 
the  refugees  from  arriving  on  schedule.” 

‘And  I  got  angry’ 

"I  got  a  letter  from  Geza  Torok,  the 
father,  explaining  how  the  five  of  them 
were  living  in  one  room  and  they  had  to 
share  a  bathroom  with  35  people,  and  I 
got  angry,”  she  said. 

“So  I  wrote  to  some  of  our  congressio¬ 
nal  representatives  and  to  President 
Reagan.  Ten  days  after  I  wrote  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan,  I  got  a  letter  from  the  U.S. 
Department  of  State  saying  that  the 
family  was  leaving  Austria  and  would  be 
here  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 

“Whether  the  letter  to  President  Reagan 
really  had  that  much  influence  or  whether 
we  really  shook  that  bureaucratic  tree,  I 
don’t  know.  But  all  I  know  is  they’re  here.” 

Mr.  Cary  said  one  reason  some  local 
churches  don’t  consider  getting  involved 


Partnership 
in  Missions  j 


in  a  refugee-resettlement  mission  proj¬ 
ect  is  that  empathy  for  refugees  is  pretty 
low. 

"Due  to  the  poor  economy  in  our  area, 
many  people  think  that  the  refugees  may 
take  available  jobs,”  he  said.  "If  the 
church  is  not  mission  minded,  the  mem¬ 
bers  are  not  likely  to  help  resettle  refu¬ 
gees. 

"It’s  a  tough  sell.  But  once  churches 
get  involved  in  it,  they  are  hooked.” 

Mr.  Cary  listed  two  points  local 
churches  should  remember  when  consid¬ 
ering  refugee  sponsorship: 

1.  It  really  doesn’t  take  away  from  the 
financial  base  of  the  congregation. 

2.  It  doesn’t  take  the  energies  of  all 
members. 

Mr.  Cary  added  that  the  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  program  brings  alive  the  con- 
nectional  system  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  This  project  has  given  the  three 
churches  a  real  sense  of  purpose,  he  said. 

"There  isn’t  an  organization  that  I 
know  of  besides  the  United  Methodist 
Church  that  is  better  equipped  to  resettle 
refugees,”  Mr.  Cary  said.  “Our  churches 
are  set  up  to  have  a  division  of  labor,  and 
persons  to  manage  the  responsibilities.” 


TWO  BRAND  NEW 
GOOD  NIGHT  SERIES  RECORDINGS 

(Congregational  Singing  With  Ray  Walker  Of  The  Jordanaires) 

More  singing  is  now  available  as  we  introduce  two  brand  new  cassette  tapes.  Our  first  cassette  entitled 
“On  The  Jericho  Road”  is  a  tremendous  blend  of  both  old  and  new  songs.  This  cassette  has  been 
especially  tuned  for  automobile  cassette  players  and  high  quality  home  stereo  systems. 

Another  cassette  in  this  series  is  “Old  Time  Religion”,  which  features  three  more  songs  written  by 
Fanny  J.  Crosby.  Each  cassette  is  one  hour  long.  All  congregational  singing  is  led  by  RAY  WALKER. 


it 


ON  THE  JERICHO  ROAD 


•  LET  THERE  BE  A  RAINBOW 

•  CHURCH  IN  THE  VALLEY  BY  THE  WILDWOOD 

•  IT  MAY  BE  AT  MORN 

•  WONDERFUL  GRACE  OF  JESUS 

•  THANK  GOD  FOR  CALVARY 

•  THE  KINGDOM  IS  SPREADING 

•  NOBODY  KNOWS  BUT  JESUS 

•  THAT  NIGHT  IN  GETHSEMANE 

•  WONDERFUL  STORY  OF  LOVE 

•  SING  OH  SING  HIS  PRAISES 

•  ON  THE  JERICHO  ROAD 


•  HAVE  A  UTTLE  TALK  WITH  JESUS 

•  HE  IS  A  FRIEND  TO  ME 

•  EMPTY  MANSIONS 

•  TIME  ENOUGH  YET 

(All  part*  sung  by  Ray  Walker) 

•  DON’T  WAIT  TOO  LONG 
(All  parts  sung  by  Ray  Walker) 

•  MEET  ME  THERE 

•  I’LL  FLY  AWAY 

•  BEAUTIFUL  ROBES  OF  WHITE 


tee* 


“OLD  TIME  RELIGION” 


•  UNSEARCHABLE  RICHES 
»  NEARER  THE  CROSS 

•  ONE  BLESSED  HOUR 
»  HE  LEADETH  ME 

»  THOU  THINKEST  LORD  OF  ME 
»  WHEN  THE  SUN  OF  MY  LIFE  GOES  DOWN 

•  SWEETER  GETS  THE  JOURNEY 


•  OLD  TIME  RELIGION 

•  I  LOVE  MY  SAVIOR  TOO 

•  THAT  WILL  BE  GLORY  FOR  ME 
(GABRIEL) 

•  SEEKING  FOR  ME 

•  JESUS  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 

•  MANSIONS  OVER  THE  HILLTOP 


•  TO  THE  HARVEST  FIELDS 
(All  parts  sung  by  Ray  Walker) 

•  WITHOUT  HIM 

•  LET  THE  LOWER  LIGHTS  BE  BURNING 

•  THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 

•  GLORY  FOR  ME  (LINES) 

•  BEYOND  THE  SUNSET 


“IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO” 


*  IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 

*  THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 

*  TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 

.  WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 

*  I  WANT  TO  KNOW 

*  BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 


•  AMAZING  GRACE 

•  HE  SET  ME  FREE 

•  BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE 
REPUBLIC 

•  THIS  OLD  HOUSE 

•  PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 


•  HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 

•  WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•  JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 

•  HE’LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY  “WELL DONE” 

•  PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•  WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN 


ferine ssee  ennie  forcd 

Ray's  unceasing  efforts  to  put  Christ  in  our  lives  is  truly  an  inspira¬ 
tion.  I  salute  you  Ray  Walker  and  stand  behind  you  in  your  efforts 
to  bring  Christ  into  our  every  day  lives.  I  remain  yours  in  Christ. 
Let  met  know  if  I  can  help. 


These  cassettes  are  truly  a  treasure  and  are  priced  at  only  $8.95  each.  They  also  make  the  perfect  gift. 
These  attractively  packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas  Christian  Sound  or  by  com¬ 
pleting  the  order  form  below.  What  a  power  source  singing  can  bel  Lifetime  guarantee  on  all  cassettes. 


DALLAS 

CHRISTIAN  SOUND 
P.O.  BOX  796072 
DALLAS,  TEXAS  75379  Address  _ 

City _ 


PLEASE  RUSH:  □  “ON  THE  JERICHO  ROAD” 

□  “OLD  TIME  RELIGION” 

□  “IT  IS  NO  SECRET 
WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO” 


Name  . 


.  State  . 


.  Zip  . 


SELECT  ONE  TAPE  FOR  $8.95,  TWO  FOR  $17.00  OR  THREE  FOR  $24.00.  WE  PAY  POSTAGE. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  J.  STOVALL 

MESQUITE,  Texas— The  Torok  family— Josef,  Marta,  Adele  and  parents 
Adela  and  Geza— is  receving  resettlement  help  from  three  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations.  The  effort  is  part  of  a  refugee  resettlement  program 
sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The  program  is 
made  possible  by  gifts  to  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
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hop  Announces  1988-89  Conference  Appointments 


\ 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announced  the  following  ministerial  appointments  during 
the  18th  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  held  in  Shreveport,  June  6-9.  The  appoint¬ 
ments  became  effective  following  the  closing  conference  session. 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


Covington: 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Alexandria: 

First.  Associate . 

Fred  R  Flurry  R. 

St  Mark's . 

Boyce: 

Bunkie: 

David  Haas  Mem. -Evergreen-White’s  Chp . 

. CharlesL.  Floyd,  Jr. 

Glenmora-Fellowship-Forest  Hill-Melder 

(Paul  C.  Singletary.  Sr.) 

Lecompte- Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville . 

Marksville-Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

Claude  E  Henkel 
Steven  Porter 

Monlgomery-Mt  Zion-Atlanla-St  Maurice 

Mt  Zion-Emman-Campti,  St  Paul-Cb., 

Sherman  L  Beird 

Natchitoches 

Asbury-Williams  Chapel-St  Marks 

College  Avenue-Campti-Strange 

James  A  Graham 
.  (Betty  Hoffman  SLP) 

Pineville 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel-Selma 

(Bryant  Gore  FTLP) 

Trout.  Jusliss  Memorial 

Minns  Robertson  R 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 


Baton  Rouge: 

Clinton: 

St  Peter-Moses  Ch  Jackson  Ch.. 

(Oscar  L  Brown  PTLP) 

Denham  Springs 

Gonzales-Meadows  Chapel . 

Greensburg-Weslev  Chapel 

William  M  Jacocks 

Livingston- James  Ch  -Mangum  Ch . 

Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 

(Percy  M.  Frazier  PTLP) 

Norwood.  Asbury-Mt.  Carmel-Wesley . 

(Joseph  E  Moore  PTLP) 

Walker . 

BATON  ROUGE-LAFAYETTE  DISTRICT 

Baton  Rouge 

Camphor  Memorial 

Moses  T  Jackson,  Sr 

First . . 

First,  Associate . 

First,  Associate . 

First.  Associate . 

First.  Min  of  Music . 

Neely-Harlzell . . 

St  Mark . : . 

'  Wesley  . 

William  B  Reily  Mem  University 
Wm  R  Reily  Mem  Univ..  Associate ... 

Briggs  . 

Franklin 

Asbury-Trinity . 

First-McGowen 

Donaldsonville.  First . 

G'ville.  St  Peter-Belle  Rose.  St  James 


Joe  W  McClain 

. Lonnie  M.  Sibley 

. L.  Chris  Curry 

Gilbert  H  Wade.  Jr 
Franklin  P  Poole 
Donald  R  Avery 

. Kenneth  M  Fisher 

Leonard  L  Haynes.  Jr. 
J  Philip  Woodland 
Kenneth  M  Carroll 
(James  F  Haynes  PTLP) 


Major  M  Goldman 

. J.  Vernon  Fairley 

...(E.  Eugene  Kimble  R) 


Grand  River . 

(Seaborn  B  Young.  Jr  PTLP) 

Indian  Bayou-Kaplan . 

St.  Paul-Filzgerald-Mt  Zion 

St.  Peter-Godman  . 

. Gary  L.  Van  Horn 

...  (Fulton  A  Raymond.  Sr  PTLP) 
. (Dan  C  Simon) 

Lafayette: 

Asbury . 

. Stone  W  Caraway 

Asbury.  Associate . 

Asbury.  Associate 

.  Weldon  Bares 

.  Charles  R  Langford 

•  Davidson  Memorial-Lydia . 

. Robert  L  Deich 

First . 

. Ira  M  Robinson 

First.  Associate 

. G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr 

Church  of  the  Covenant  . 

.  Brady  B  Forman 

Mallalieu-St.  James 

. Howard  L  Milo 

Lottie-Rosedale-Krotz  Springs . 
Melville-Palmetto . 

. Douglas  L.  Davis 

Kenneth  Chapman  OD 

New  Iberia.  First . 

. Hugh  L.  Baker 

New  Roads.  First-Port  Barre 

St  Paul-Scolt  Chapel  . 

(Fred  M  Fraser  PTLP) 
. (Obie  J  Southall  PTLP) 

Opelousas 

Louisiana  Memorial . Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr. 

St  Mark . WilmerT  Woodfork 

Plaquemine: 

First . J  Richard  Scott-Welch 


Hurst  Chapel-St  Luke ... 
Mallalieu-Mt  Zion 
St  Peler-Green-Wiley 

St.  Paul-St  James . 

Scott  Chapel-Shiloh. 


(Thomas  Wesley  PTLP) 
(Marcel  A  Johnson  FTLP) 
(Ernest  E  Scott  PTLP) 
(Leroy  Brumfield  PTLP) 
Charles  L  Washington 


Cameron.  Wakefield-Grand  Chenier . 

Church  Point-Maxie-Ville  Platte . 

. Rod  Kennedy 

. Ester  L  Hammond 

DeRidder 

Lillard  R  Bevill 

.  (Darryl  A  Tale  FTLP) 

Lake  Charles: 

Leesville 

Florien.  Prospect-Hornbeck . 

James  C  Skinner  R 

Raglev.  Squyres  . 

. (Deyo  R  Jodon  PTLP) 

Rayne.  Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch 

. (A  Richard  Poss) 

Roanoke-Crowley.  Wesley  . 

. (Homer  V  Bailes) 

Sulphur 

Welsh 

MONROE  DISTRICT 

Bastrop 

Grayson-Kelly . 

(Douglas  E  Milliron  FTLP) 

Monroe 

Lea  Joyner  Mem  .  Associate . 

(Louis  Redden  SLP) 

Lea  Joyner  Mem  .  Associate . 

(DeWayne  C  Bricker  SLP) 

St  James . 

(Davis  W  Clark  PTLP') 

St.  Paul's . 

. W  Dwight  Ramsey 

St  Paul  s  Associate 

Curtis  A.  Chambers 

Si  Andrews-Bartholomew  . 

James  E  Constable 

Tallulah . 

West  Monroe: 

Faith  . 

First  . 

W'oodlawn . 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 

Berwick.  First  . . 

Buras.  Trinity-Hope  Chapel 

Mark  E  Crosby  OD 

Deslrehan.  St  Charles . 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Gordon  L  Smith.  Sr  FTLP) 

Houma 

First  . . 

J  Henry  Bowdon.  Jr 

Houma  Heighls-Clanton  Chapel 

Carolyn  P  Brannon 

Wesley-Mt  Vernon . 

Luling . 

Mathews.  Memorial-Bayou  Blue 

L  Andy  Foreman 

Morgan  City: 

Napoleonville.  Wesley-Woodlawn 

(Albert  Holland  FTLP) 

New  Orleans 

Algiers.  First . 

Asbury-St  Matthew  . 

Aurora . 

.  Conrad  P  Edwards 

Aurora.  Associate  . 

Belle  Chasse-Marrero.  St  James . 

Tommy  R  Bergeron.  Sr 

Boynton 

Carrollton . 

First  Street.  Associate . 

Grace . 

Nathaniel  P  Williams  R 

Haven . 

Kenner 

First . 

Douglas  B  deCraffenreid 

Ross 

Thomas-Hahnville.  St  James . 

Robert  F  Harrington  R 

Korean 

Mount  Zion . 

Napoleon  Avenue-Parker  Memorial  . 

.  Melvin  J  Turnage 

Peck  . 

John  D  V  Hamilton 

Peoples- Wesley . 

Philips  Memorial-Shaw  Temple  . 

(Percell  Church.  Sr  FTLP) 

Rayne  Memorial  . 

Clyde  C  Frazier.  Jr. 

Ravne  Memorial.  Associate  . 

James  F  Comer 

St  Paul  . 

Wesley  C  Reagan  OD 

Williams . . . 

(Thomas  A  Hoover.  Jr  PTLP) 

Patterson-Bayou  Vista  . 

Karen  F  Davis 

Thibodaux 

Calvary-Magnolia  . 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 

Angie.  Wesley  Ray-Live  Oak-Mary's  Ch . 

Bogalusa: 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial . 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel . 

(Wesley  R.  Cyprian  FTLP) 

Convent.  St.  James . 

. (Dan  Washington  PTLP) 

First . 

Franklinton: 

Mandeville,  St.  Timothy-on-the- 

Metairie: 

New  Orleans: 

Cornerstone.  Associate . 

. - . Carolyn  A  Stokes 

Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministry 

Felicity-St.  Mark’s-St.  Philip, 

Felicity-St.  Mark’s-St  Philip, 

Felicity-St.  Mark’s-St.  Philip. 

Ponchatoula 

Slidell 

Springfield: 

First-Huffs  Chapel-Maurepas . 

. (Gene  Faurie  FTLP) 

RUSTON  DISTRICT 

Bernice  Beech  Grove- 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village 

(C.  Michael  Roberts  FTLP) 

Clay . 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley. 
Downsville-Bethel-Ml  Nebo 

.  (Lionel  J  Marcel) 

Stephen  R  Williamson 

Harmony  Chapel -Lisbon- 

Homer-Wesley  Chapel 

Minden 

First . 

First.  Associate . 

Pine  Grove- Bethlehem . 

Quitman-Faith . . 

(Joseph  H.  Windham  PTLP) 

Ruston 

Wesley  Chapel  . 

Springhill-Sarepta . 

Whitehall-Colquitl- 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

Bossier  City: 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit . 

Fairview-McDonald- 

Greenwood-Bethanv  . 

Keatchie-Shiloh-Longstreel . 

(Jarrell  R  Morgan  PTLP) 

Love  Chapel-Haughton . 

Many-Bayou  Scie  . 

Moormgsport-Oil  City . 
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The  best  weapon  for  waging  peace 


My  Witness 


JUNE  10,  19(8 


God  can  turn  tragedies  into  blessings 


The  recent  U.S. -Soviet  Union  summit 
meeting  offered  an  unlikely  backdrop 
for  emphasizing  the  transforming  power 
of  the  Bible. 

That’s  what  happened  last  week  as  a 
U.S.  senator  prepared  to  leave  for  Mos¬ 
cow  to  attend  a  ceremony  marking  the 
superpowers’  adoption  of  the  Intermedi¬ 
ate-range  Nuclear  Forces  treaty. 

Senate  Majority  Leader  Robert  Byrd, 
D-W.Va.,  told  reporters  that  he  would 
personally  urge  Soviet  leader  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  to  expand  on  a  promise  to  al¬ 
low  the  printing  of  Russian-language  Bi¬ 
bles  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Mr.  Byrd  said  that  while  he  was  in 
Moscow  he  would  ask  Mr.  Gorbachev  to 
permit  the  printing  of  100  million  Bibles 
as  a  way  to  “enhance  the  spirit  of  liber¬ 
ty"  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

He  added:  “If  there  can  be  100  million 
[Bibles]  in  the  Soviet  Union,  they  would 
be  worth  more  than  100  MXs  [nuclear 
missiles]  in  this  country.” 

That’s  an  impressive  comparison,  par¬ 
ticularly  coming  from  a  political  leader 
immersed  in  the  world  of  power  politics. 

That  world  typically  fails  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  more  than  raw  force  is  needed 
to  promote  true  national  and  internation¬ 
al  security.  The  pronouncements  and 
practices  of  superpower  leaders  general¬ 
ly  tend  to  reflect  tired  variations  on  the 
view  that  “might  makes  right.” 

Not  even  the  historic  INF  treaty, 
which  pledges  the  two  governments  to 
eliminate  a  category  of  nuclear  weap¬ 


ons,  disavows  that  underlying  assump¬ 
tion. 

By  contrast,  Mr.  Byrd’s  words  say  in 
effect  what  we  as  Christians  should  be 
proclaiming  at  all  times:  The  truth  of 
God’s  grace,  particularly  as  revealed  in 
the  Scriptures,  is  the  most  trustworthy 
“weapon”  in  the  struggle  for  security. 

The  more  widely  that  truth  is  known 
and  practiced,  the  more  likely  the  age- 
old  dream  of  world  peace  can  become  a 
reality. 

When  people  are  set  free  by  faith  in 
God’s  love  from  the  tyranny  of  sin’s 
wages — death  and  fear  of  death — faith  in 
the  power  of  arms  becomes  unnecessary. 

Regrettably,  a  sinful  world  still  re¬ 
quires  weapons  to  deter  dangerous  ac¬ 
tions  among  adversaries. 

Mr.  Byrd  has  offered  a  refreshing  re¬ 
minder,  however,  that  unquestioning  re¬ 
liance  on  weapons  could  be  minimized  if 
superpower  leaders  would  be  as  inten¬ 
tional  about  permitting  and  promoting 
the  spread  of  truth  as  they  are  about 
spending  money  for  arms. 

As  followers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace, 
we  should  follow  up  on  that  reminder  by 
encouraging  other  U.S.  political  leaders 
to  support  Mr.  Byrd’s  initiative. 

We  should  point  out  to  such  leaders  that 
their  support  should  include  a  challenge 
to  Mr.  Gorbachev  not  only  to  permit  the 
printing  of  Bibles.  In  a  society  where  the 
government  owns  the  printing  presses, 
Soviet  leaders  also  need  to  take  active 
steps  to  see  that  such  printing  gets  done. 


By  SARA  JO  BARDSLEY 

Growing  up  in  Main  Street  Methodist 
Church,  Tazwell,  Va.,  I  was  always  en¬ 
couraged  to  seek 
God’s  plan  for  my 
life. 

At  age  17,  I 
thought  I  understood 
that  plan.  After 
graduating  from 
Emory  and  Henry 
College  and  working 
for  two  years  as  a  di¬ 
rector  of  Christian  education,  I  married 
a  Methodist  minister. 

Just  as  my  husband  had  been  “called” 
to  be  a  minister,  I  believed  I  had  been 

Pontius'  Puddle 


“called”  to  be  his  wife. 

We  began  our  ministry  in  a  small 
Methodist  Church,  and  God  blessed  us 
with  two  beautiful  children.  We  were  so 
happy! 

Even  though  I  saw  no  places  for  illness 
in  God’s  plan,  I  quite  suddenly  developed 
a  violent  tremor  of  my  entire  body. 

At  age  26,  I  began  what  was  to  be  a 
lifelong  battle  against  the  progressive 
and  crippling  effects  of  Parkinson’s  Dis¬ 
ease.  In  just  a  few  short  months,  the 
muscle  spasms  and  rigidity  left  me  bare¬ 
ly  able  to  move  from  my  bed. 

In  my  despair,  I  began  to  recall  so 
many  things  I  was  taught  in  my  home 
church:  “All  things  are  possible  to  those 


who  believe.” 

I  claimed  this  promise  that  God  would 
never  leave  me  comfortless.  I  began  to 
appreciate  so  many  things  most  people 
take  for  granted.  If  I  could  take  a  short 
walk,  enjoy  the  company  of  friends  or 
make  dinner  for  my  family,  my  heart  lit¬ 
erally  burst  with  joy. 

My  husband  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
help  me.  I  spent  17  years  at  a  therapy  cen¬ 
ter  for  Parkinson’s  patients  that  he  orga¬ 
nized.  With  a  staff  of  doctors,  nurses  and 
therapists,  countless  numbers  of  Parkin¬ 
son  patients  were  offered  help  and  hope. 

Just  seven  years  ago,  I  developed  tem¬ 
poral  mendubular  joint  disease.  I  never 
knew  it  was  possible  to  experience  so 


much  pain.  My  hearing,  my  vision,  and 
my  speech  became  impaired. 

As  I  learned  to  put  myself  into  a  deep 
state  of  relaxation  to  ease  the  pain,  I  felt 
God’s  presence  in  a  way  I  never  knew 
was  possible.  I  knew  that  nothing  could 
ever  happen  to  me  that  God  and  I 
couldn’t  handle. 

I  saw  myself  engulfed  in  God’s  peace, 
and  in  my  need,  God  touched  me  with 
love  and  compassion. 

Because  of  our  need,  we  became  active 
in  the  healing  ministry  of  the  church.  God 
has  richly  blessed  this  ministry. 

Many  have  asked  me,  “How  can  you 
believe  God  heals,  when  you  have  not 
been  completely  healed?” 

I  still  have  Parkinson’s  Disease  and 
TM  joint  disease.  Yet,  in  so  many  ways  I 
know  God  has  healed  me. 

It  has  been  more  than  30  years  now 
since  I  first  became  disabled.  God  has 
taken  away  my  fear  and  my  despair.  I 
have  had  so  many  opportunities  to  help 
others.  I  have  watched  my  children  grow 
up,  and  my  life  has  been  rich  and  full. 

I  do  not  believe  it  was  God’s  plan  for  me 
to  suffer,  but  I  know  that  God  can  take  the 
tragedies  of  our  lives  and  make  them  into 
blessings.  That’s  what  he  has  done  for  mef 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Sara  Jo  Bardsley  is  a  member  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Huntingtofj, 
N.Y.  (New  York  Annual  Conference).  X 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Here  I  Stand 


Is  UM  university  in  Africa  the  best  approach? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  very  much  favor  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  founding  and  establishing  colleges 
and  universities  wherever  they  are  needed 

I  believe  that  our  past  efforts  in  that 
regard  are  most  excellent  and  that  our 
many  United  Methodist  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  are  an  irreplaceable  part  of  our 
history  as  a  denomination. 

Although  I  fully  expect  to  support  the 
establishment  of  a  United  Methodist  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa,  I  do  have  several  con¬ 
cerns  regarding  the  proposal  approved 
at  the  1988  General  Conference  (see 
UMR,  May  13). 

Africa  is  the  second  largest  continent, 
measuring  5,000  miles  from  north  to  south 
and  4,600  miles  from  east  to  west.  It  is 
made  up  of  53  independent  nations.  From 
600  to  800  languages  are  spoken  there. 

Keeping  all  of  that  in  mind,  is  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  large,  single  university 
at  any  site  the  best  approach? 

Students  would  have  to  travel  thousands 
of  miles  to  study  there.  In  most  instances 
universities  in  Europe  would  be  much 
closer.  Perhaps  we  might  do  better  if  we 
greatly  expanded  the  opportunities  Afri¬ 
can  students  have  for  study  in  both  the 
United  States  and  Europe 

Are  we  planning  to  work  cooperatively 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible  (RSV) — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Thy  word  is  a  lamp  to  my  feet  and  a 
light  to  my  path.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 

(Last  week's  answer:  Matthew  7:1-2) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  13 

Monday:  Psalm  42 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  1:17-27 
Wednesday:  2  Corinthians  5:6-10, 14-15 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  5:16-21 
Friday:  Mark  4:1-9 
Saturday:  Mark  4:10-25 
Sunday:  Mark  4:26-34 
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with  Methodists  from  other  countries? 
What  a  good  opportunity  it  might  be  to 
unite  with  Methodists  in  England,  Australia 
and  Asia,  as  well  as  Africa,  in  the  creation 
of  a  “World  Methodist”  African  university. 

Finally,  has  consideration  been  given 
to  expanding  and  enlarging  the  Method¬ 
ist  educational  institutions  that  already 
exist,  turning  them  into  junior  and  senior 
colleges?  In  this  way  a  great  many  more 
students  might  be  served  in  several  Afri¬ 
can  nations. 

I  have  the  greatest  respect  for  the  in¬ 
telligence  and  dedication  of  the  many  Af¬ 
rican  and  American  church  leaders  who 
are  working  so  hard  to  make  the  dream 
of  an  African  United  Methodist  universi¬ 
ty  a  reality. 

Whatever  we  do,  I  hope  it  will  be  for 
the  glory  of  God  as  well  as  for  the  benefit 
of  the  many  African  nations  and  peoples 
and  not  simply  for  our  own  satisfaction. 
Sometimes  humble,  modest  endeavors 
bear  more  fruit  than  grander  schemes. 

Laura  Morrison 
Kerrville,  Texas 

Coverage  contains  error 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  excel¬ 
lent  coverage  of  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference.  I  am  especially  grateful  for 
your  articles  about  the  action  of  the  con¬ 
ference  on  major  social  issues. 

There  is  a  major  error,  however,  in  the 
May  13  issue  in  your  article  on  “March¬ 
ing  Orders.”  The  paragraph  on  abortion 
correctly  states  that  the  conference  “de¬ 
clared  abortion  is  an  unacceptable 
means  for  birth  control  or  gender  selec¬ 
tion.”  However,  the  rest  of  that  para¬ 
graph  is  incorrect. 

You  have  quoted  from  a  minority  report, 
which  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  308  “yes” 
and  649  “no.”  Your  report  suggests  a  radi¬ 
cal  change  in  our  position  on  abortion, 
which  was  not  sustained  by  the  conference. 

The  majority  report,  which  retains  the 
current  resolution  on  Responsible  Par¬ 
enthood  in  the  Book  of  Resolutions,  was 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  805  to  130. 

I  believe  that  this  error  is  significant, 
and  I  hope  you  will  print  a  correction  as 
soon  as  possible.  Thanks  very  much  for 
your  cooperation. 

Richard  S.  Parker 

Port  Washington,  New  York 

Article  corrected 

To  the  Editor. 

Your  report  of  the  General  Conference 
action  regarding  special  appointment  of 


clergy  members  to  the  Mission  Society 
for  United  Methodists  contained  one  un¬ 
fortunate  error  (see  UMR,  May  13). 

The  article  states  that  “delegates  af¬ 
firmed  the  ...  legislative  committee’s 
recommendation  that  elders  not  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  Mission  Society.”  The  im¬ 
plication  is  that  there  had  been  a 
resolution  against  the  appointing  of  cler¬ 
gy  to  the  society  and  that  the  committee 
and  later  the  whole  conference  approved 
such  a  recommendation. 

That  was  not  the  case.  The  actual  reso¬ 
lution  before  the  committee  affirmed  the 
right  of  bishops  to  make  special  appoint¬ 
ments  to  the  society.  The  resolution  was 
defeated  by  the  committee. 

In  point  of  fact,  during  the  debate  in 
both  the  committee  and  in  the  plenary,  it 
was  clarified  that  approval  from  the 
General  Conference  was  unnecessary 
since  no  prohibition  currently  exists! 

No  recommendation  at  all  regarding 
appointments  to  the  society  came  from 
the  General  Conference  since  the  only 
proposed  recommendation  was  defeated. 

Thank  you  for  your  concern  for  accu¬ 
rate  reporting.  I’ve  been  a  Reporter  fan 
for  many  years,  and  wherever  I  go  I  en¬ 
courage  United  Methodists  who  want  to 
have  an  accurate  record  of  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  denomination  to  subscribe. 

Dick  McClain 
Decatur,  Georgia 

Reckoning  day  postponed 

To  the  Editor: 

Although  most  reports  on  the  1988 
General  Conference  stress  the  position 
that  the  church  retained  its  nominally 
conservative  stance  on  homosexuality,  it 
may  be  that  just  the  opposite  occurred 
(see  UMR,  May  13). 

The  retention  of  the  clergy  ordination 
ban  has  a  hollow  ring,  inasmuch  as  the 
ban  has  already  proved  to  be  unenforce¬ 
able.  Language  requiring  a  person  to  be 
a  “self-avowed  practicing”  homosexual, 
as  a  practical  matter,  prevents  any  re¬ 
moval  action  since  it  requires  a  self-in¬ 
criminating  statement  from  the 
individual,  a  position  to  which  no  one 
should  be  forced  to  submit. 

Apparently  the  pro-homosexual  lobby 
sensed  before  the  conference  that  lifting 
the  ban  was  a  lost  cause  and  that  other 
methods  might  be  used  to  accomplish 
goals  that  would  eventually  lead  to  a  more 
favorable  action  by  a  future  conference. 
That  could  explain  the  rather  onesided 
margin  by  which  the  ban  was  retained. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


The  second  action  by  the  conference 
was  in  regard  to  the  “incompatible  with 
Christian  teaching”  statement,  which  was 
considerably  weakened  by  the  addition  of 
a  qualifying  word  at  the  beginning  of  the 
statement  and  the  addition  of  a  following 
sentence  of  uncertain  meaning. 

Taken  together  the  additions  reduce 
the  statement  to  a  puzzle  of  moral  ambi¬ 
guities  that  can  be  interpreted  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  will  fit  with  any  view  of 
homosexuality. 

The  third  action  by  the  conference  in 
this  area  was  the  commissioning  of  a  four- 
year  study  of  the  whole  range  of  issues 
surrounding  homosexuality.  There  can  be 
only  one  purpose  in  such  a  study.  That’s  to 
move  away  from  the  church’s  present  po¬ 
sition.  Studies  aren’t  needed  to  confirm  a 
position  already  taken. 

Taken  overall,  it  seems  that  the  confer¬ 
ence  actions  amount  to  a  brilliant  tactical 
and  strategic  victory  for  the  pro-homo¬ 
sexual  lobby.  A  definitive  resolution  is  de¬ 
layed  for  at  least  four  years,  giving 
ample  opportunity  for  Che  “pro”  lobby  to 
promote  its  agenda  with  church  funding. 

The  conference’s  action  in  papering 
over  differences  while  providing  one  side 
with  new  opportunities  is  like  putting  a 
lid  on  a  pressure  cooker.  A  facade  of  uni¬ 
ty  is  projected,  but  the  day  of  decision 
will  eventually  arrive,  and  with  delay,  its 
outcome  is  likely  to  be  more,  rather  than 
less,  divisive. 

J.  N.  Payne 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Reader  enjoys  the  Reporter 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  reading  the  “Desert 
Views”— the  Desert-Southwest  Confer¬ 
ence  edition  of  the  Reporter— for  sever¬ 
al  years  now.  The  news  coverage  is  quite 
relevant,  concise  and  informative. 

During  all  this  time,  I  have  paid  par¬ 
ticular  attention  to  the  column  entitled, 
“Letters  to  the  Editor”  and  noticed 
something  missing.  Now,  it  is  time  to 
correct  this  matter  with  this  letter. 

I  deeply  appreciate  all  of  the  effort, 
talent,  and  dedication  of  the  people  who 
are  responsible  for  the  final  outcome  of 
each  issue  of  this  fine  newspaper.  I,  like 
many  others,  have  taken  this  paper  for 
granted  since  I  had  no  complaints  con¬ 
cerning  the  format  or  contents.  There¬ 
fore,  please  convey  to  all  the  people  who 
make  the  Reporter  a  success,  my  sincer- 
est  gratitude  for  a  job  well  done. 

Bob  Remp 
Prescott,  Arizona 


‘It  felt  so  good  to  see  Dad  being  lifted  up9 


My  father  died  two  weeks  ago. 

The  night  before  his  memorial  service, 
my  sister,  daughter  and  I  took  a  long  walk 
through  the  streets  of  my  parents’  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  a  West  Virginia  river  town. 

My  sister,  Mary  Jane,  did  most  of  the 
talking,  much  of  which  understandably 
was  about  Dad’s  untimely  death  four 
days  earlier  from  pneumonia.  He  had 
contracted  the  illness  following  radiation 
treatments  for  lung  cancer.  After  two 
weeks  of  struggle,  it  finally  wore  him 
out.  He  was  72  years  old. 

Mary  Jane  had  been  with  Dad  in  the 
intensive  care  room  when  he  drew  his  fi¬ 
nal  breath.  Sobbing  softly,  she  told  my 
daughter,  Jan,  and  me  how  recurring 
memories  of  his  last  moments  were 
haunting  her. 

As  she  prayed  with  him,  spoke  to  him 
and  held  his  hand  after  his  removal  from 
a  respirator,  his  efforts  to  breathe  be¬ 
came  increasingly  labored,  she  said.  Sud¬ 
denly  his  struggle  to  breathe  stopped. 
Her  father,  our  father,  was  gone. 

That  terrible  instant,  she  said,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  etched  in  her  memory.  As  she 
spoke,  her  tear-moistened  cheeks  glis¬ 
tened  in  the  light  cast  by  street  lamps 
near  Mom’s  and  Dad’s  home. 

We  continued  walking  and  talking.  All 
else  was  truly  “small  talk”  compared  to 
what  we  had  just  heard.  Jan  was  silent.  I 
was  deeply  pained,  not  only  for  Dad  but 


for  Mary  Jane,  my  mother  and  brother, 
who  had  witnessed  his  dying  agony. 

Now,  touched  by  my  sister’s  words,  I 
too  was  over-- 
whelmed  by  the  im-l 
age  of  my  father’s! 
ebbing  life  even! 
though  I  had  been  I 
1,200  miles  away  in| 

Dallas. 

But  as  we  entered! 
my  parents’ street, i 
the  solemn  tone  of  Stephen  Swecker 
Mary  Jane’s  voice  suddenly  and  surpris¬ 
ingly  changed. 

“I  have  to  tell  you  one  other  thing,” 
she  said.  Her  sadness  had  shifted,  it 
seemed,  to  subdued  excitement. 

Mary  Jane  then  described  how,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  our  family’s  wishes,  Dad’s 
body  had  been  taken  the  next  day  to  the 
mausoleum  where  many  years  ago  he 
and  Mom  had  purchased  crypts. 

She  told  how  she,  my  mother  and 
brother  watched  as  his  casket  was  taken 
to  an  outside  wall  of  the  building  for  en¬ 
tombment  in  a  granite  compartment 
some  seven  feet  above  ground  level. 

Fittingly,  the  compartment  faced  out¬ 
ward  toward  the  spring-green  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  hills  Dad  had  loved. 

What  happened  next,  Mary  Jane  said, 
was  so  unexpected  in  its  impact  that  she 
could  not  adequately  describe  it. 


As  a  hoist  raised  the  casket  to  the  level 
of  its  assigned  compartment,  painful 
memories  of  the  previous  day  suddenly 
vanished. 

“It  felt  so  good  to  see  Dad  being  lifted 
up,”  Mary  Jane  said,  “lifted  up  and  not 
lowered  down  into  a  hole  in  the  ground.” 

She  continued:  “To  top  it  off,  as  our  eyes 
followed  the  casket  upward,  we  were  look¬ 
ing  toward  the  sun.  You  know  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  you  look  toward  the  sun.” 

What  happens,  I  asked. 

“You  smile,”  she  said,  adding:  “You 
can’t  help  it.  We  smiled— and,  Steve,  it 
felt  so  good.” 

At  that  moment,  as  we  approached  the 
walkway  to  Mom’s  front  porch,  I  too 
smiled. 

I  was  deeply  grateful  for  my  sister’s 
description  of  Dad’s  body  being  gently 
lifted  up  to  its  final  resting  place,  an  act 
transformed  in  a  twinkling  into  an  offer¬ 
ing  to  God  of  deepest  human  love. 

And  the  paradoxical  image  of  my 
grieving  yet  smiling  family  looking  on  as 
his  “earthly  tent”  ascended  against  a 
backdrop  of  hills  and  sunshine  grips  me 
even  more  powerfully  than  those  painful 
images  of  Dad’s  final  helplessness. 

“I  will  lift  up  mine  eyes  unto  the  hills, 
from  whence  cometh  my  help,”  I  re¬ 
called  the  Psalmist  praying. 

I  think  I  understand  his  prayer. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


We  should  allow  children 


to  feel  involved  in  churches 


By  EVADNA  COCHRANE  BURBA 

The  lad  stood  with  right  hand  extended 
surrounded  by  adults,  but  no  one  reached 
down  to  shake  that 
hand. 

It  was  that  part  of 
the  Sunday-morning 
service  when  wor¬ 
shipers  were  asked 
to  stand  and  greet 
those  nearby.  Adults 
shook  hands,  ex¬ 
changed  names, 
smiling  their  welcome.  But  no  one  saw 
or  responded  to  the  boy’s  proffered  hand. 

What  do  we  adults  tell  children  when 
we  ignore  anyone  below  our  eye  level? 

The  same  treatment  is  often  accorded 
a  child  trying  to  take  part  in  a  conversa¬ 
tion  dominated  by  adults.  Being  trained 
not  to  interrupt,  he  waits  politely  for  a 
pause.  When  it  occurs,  he  begins,  only  to 
have  stronger  adult  voice  ride  over  him 
like  a  10-ton  truck  over  a  Volkswagen. 

If  we  ignore  well-behaved  children, 
we’ll  freeze  them  out  of  our  churches 
and  our  lives.  Then  we’ll  wonder  why  our 


churches  fail  to  attract  young  people.  . 

They  are  the  hope  of  the  future.  We 
need  to  listen  to  them,  to  take  their  small 
hands  in  ours  in  greeting,  thereby  ac¬ 
knowledging  that  they  too  belong. 

"Here  /  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Evadna  Cochrane  Burba 
is  a  member  of  Paradise  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church,  Paradise  Valley,  Arii. 
(Desert  Southwest  Annual  Conference): 

yVlorninp  Prayer 

Make  me  over,  Lord 
Mold  me  to  Thy  will 
Bid  that  part  of  me 
Not  in  accord  with  Thee 
Be  still 

Stay  the  impulse,  Lord 

That  lets  me  forget  > 

What  You  would  have  me  be 

Increase 

The  spark 

That  is  divine  in  me 

-  LOUISE  HANNAH  KOHR 


Evadna  Burba 


Special  pre-publication  offer  on 
The  United  Methodist  Hymnal 

FREE  Keyboard  Edition  for  all  church  orders 
received  before  July  31,  1989! 

($35.00  value) 

The  United  Methodist  Hymnal:  Book  of  United  Methodist  Worship 

Available  October  1989 

— New  larger  6"  x  9"  size  allows  easily-rcadable  type 
— 675  hymns,  poems,  and  prayers 

— 140  pages  of  Psalter  (114  Psalms  with  spoken  or  sung  responses) 

— Complete  services  of  Communion,  baptism,  confirmation  and  renewal,  marriage, 
and  funeral 
— Service  music 

— Prayers,  creeds,  litanies,  and  other  acts  of  worship 

Pew  Edition  available  in  Navy  Blue  and  Dark  Red  binding.  Regular  binding,  $11.95 
Pew  Edition  also  available  in  six  custom  colors.  Each,  $15.95 
Leather-Bound  Pew  Edition  available  in  Navy  Blue,  Dark  Red,  and  Black.  $29.95 
Keyboard  Edition  available  in  Dark  Red  and  Navy  Blue,  7-ring  binder  format.  $34.95 
Deluxe  Keyboard  Edition  includes  full  accompaniment  for  service  music  and  Psalter. 
Available  in  Navy  Blue  with  new  4-page  across  format.  $49.95 
Music  Supplement  includes  250  selected  hymns  with  special  features  like:  vocal  and 
instrumental  descants;  alternate  harmonizations,  arrangements  with  handbells,  Orff 
instruments,  etc.  and  more.  Available  in  Dark  Red  and  Navy  Blue.  $24.95 

Pew  Edition  Pre-publication  Offers  for  Cash  Orders! 

Regular  price,  $11.95  each.  All  pre-publication  orders  received  prior  to  July  31, 

1989  with  payment  enclosed  are  eligible  for  a  special  reduced  price,  plus  a  FREE 
Keyboard  Edition.  (Limit  one  per  church,  a  $34.95  value!) 

Q  Order  and  send  payment  before  Feb.  1,  1989.  Each,  $10.50 
Q  Order  and  send  payment  after  Feb.  1,  1989,  but  before  July  31,  1989.  Each, 
$11.25 

Pre-publication  orders  without  payment  enclosed  will  be  billed  at  the  time  of 
delivery  at  the  regular  price  of  $11.95.  A  FREE  Keyboard  Edition  will  be 
included  if  order  is  placed  prior  to  July  31,  1989. 

0  Order  before  July  31,  1989,  and  pay  after  delivery  of  the  hymnal.  Each, 
$11.95. 

Hymnals  shipped  in  sequence  that  orders  are  received.  Orders  with  payment 
inclosed  will  be  shipped  first.  So  place  your  order  today! 

Free  Materials  Available  With  More  Information! 

(Limit  one  per  church) 

•  72-page  hymnal  sampler 

•  16-page  full-color  Hymnal  Catalog 

•  30-minute  videotape 

•  Fundraising  Kit 

•  Color  swatch  booklet 


To  order  your  church’s  hymnals, 
or  to  receive  any  of  the  above  FREE  items: 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

CONTACT  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER 
201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  BO.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789  P  040  INR 
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University  president  indicts  UM  theology,  politics 

Boston’s  John  Silber  says  Scripture ,  reflection  bases  missing 


By  M.  GARLINDA  BURTON 
United  Methodist  News  Service 
'  OKLAHOMA  CITY— In  a  stinging  indictment 
of  the  social  witness  characteristic  of  United 
Methodism,  Boston  University  President  John 
Silber  said  June  1  that  the  denomination  is  be¬ 
coming  “an  institution  in  which  theology  is  dis¬ 
torted  and  degraded  by  the  trends  of  politics  and 
intellectual  fashion.” 

“Too  many  bishops,  clergy  and  politically  mo¬ 
tivated  laity  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  ap¬ 
pear  to  arrive  at  passionately  held  political 
beliefs  without  the  benefit  of  Scripture  or  seri- 
•ous  reflection,”  Dr.  Silber  told  members  and  vis¬ 
itors  at  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Silber,  president  of  the  largest  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  university  (estimated  27,000  students) 
-and  guest  preacher  for  the  Oklahoma  conference 
sessions,  sternly  denounced  stands  on  several  so¬ 
cial  and  political  issues  adopted  by  church  leaders. 
•He  described  the  stands  as  uninformed  by  theolog¬ 
ical  and  biblical  reflection  and  study. 

•  He  blasted  bishops  and  others  for  their  recent 
■statements  on  such  issues  as  nuclear  weaponry, 
strife  in  Central  America,  and  the  rights  of 
women  and  homosexual  persons. 

-  While  he  acknowledged  the  church’s  duty  to 
provide  the  Christian  perspective  and  influence 
to  eradicate  social  ills,  Dr.  Silber  criticized 


“those  who  bolster  a  political  agenda  by  an  ex 
post  facto  nod  to  theology  and  revelation.” 

Tracing  the  church’s  social  witness  to  founder 
John  Wesley,  he  outlined  the  United  Methodist 
tradition  of  social  ethics  in  which  “theology  in¬ 
formed  and  illuminated  social  concern  and  so¬ 
cial  action.” 

Those  traditions  have  been  abandoned,  he 
claimed. 

Admits  right-of-center  beliefs 

Admitting  his  own  right-of-center  beliefs  such 
as  favoring  aid  to  contra  rebels  in  Nicaragua, 
Dr.  Silber  nonetheless  condemned  leaders  in  the 
denomination  for  choosing  to  espouse  “ideolo¬ 
gies”  rather  than  true  Christian  spiritual  en¬ 
lightenment. 

“Theology  draws  on  God’s  revelation  and  on 
tradition,”  he  said.  “It  does  not  seek  to  twist 
these  to  fit  prior  conclusions.” 

But  stances  adopted  by  church  leaders  too  of¬ 
ten  are  informed  less  by  theology  than  by  ideolo¬ 
gies  which  demand  “that  we  overrule  reason, 
ignore  rational  methods,  discount  the  experience 
of  others,  falsify  facts,  twist  Scripture,  and  in 


consequence  constrain  the  freedom  of  others  in 
the  pursuit  of  pre-established  objectives,”  he  said. 

Among  examples  he  cited  to  support  his  thesis 
was  a  statement  by  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker,  direc¬ 
tor  of  evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil,  following  the  1983  U.S.  invasion  of  Grenada. 

Dr.  Walker  reportedly  likened  U.S.  military 
action  to  “the  same  immoral  policy  which  Soviet 
Russia  is  following  in  Afghanistan  and  Poland.” 

Dr.  Walker  "swept  under  the  rug  the  clear  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  people  of  Grenada  welcomed  the 
U.S.  forces  as  liberators,  and  that  the  U.S.  inter¬ 
vention  was  limited  to  restoring  the  conditions  for 
free  election”  in  that  country,”  Dr.  Silber  said. 

Citing  another  instance,  he  said  a  1984  tour  of 
Nicaragua  sponsored  by  the  denomination’s 
West  Michigan  Annual  Conference  failed  to  in¬ 
clude  any  interviews  with  members  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  hierarchy,  opposition  parties  or 
anyone  critical  of  the  Sandinista  government  in 
that  country,  although  there  was  a  specific  re¬ 
quest  by  a  member  of  the  tour. 

He  also  lambasted  the  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops’  recent  statement  opposing  aid  to  contras  in 
Nicaragua  and  their  much-publicized  “In  De¬ 


fense  of  Creation.”  which  calls  for  an  end  to  nu¬ 
clear  weaponry. 

“The  bishops  have  not  demonstrated  either 
the  historical  and  contemporary  knowledge  or 
the  diplomatic  and  military  experience  neces¬ 
sary  to  speak  with  authority  on  the  Nicaraguan 
question  or  the  intricate  question  of  disarma¬ 
ment,”  Dr.  Silber  said. 

Groups  accused  of  pressuring  church 

Citing  recurring  flare-ups  in  the  denomination 
over  women’s  and  homosexual  rights,  he  accused 
advocates  of  both  groups  of  pressuring  the  church 
to  veer  from  theological  and  biblical  truths. 

“If  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  motherhood 
is  essential  to  the  survival  of  the  human  race, 
there  is  reason  to  question  feminist  rights  orga¬ 
nizations  which  attempt  to  define  womanhood 
completely  without  reference  to  motherhood, 
and  homosexual  rights  organizations  which  at¬ 
tempt  to  put  their  deviant  behavior  lifestyle  on 
the  same  normative  level  as  heterosexuality,” 
declared  Dr.  Silber. 

Church  and  political  leaders  “give  in  and  go 
along  with  these  agendas  because  they  fear  be¬ 
ing  called  intolerant  or  unmodern,”  he  said. 


Shell  boycott  put  ‘on  hold’ 
pending  Judicial  Council  rule 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  recent  United  Methodist  General 
Conference  decision  to  boycott  Royal 
Dutch/Shell’s  U.S.  subsidiary,  Shell  Oil 
USA,  is  on  hold,  pending  a  decision  by  the 
pburch’s  “supreme  court.” 

,:*At  the  1988  General  Conference  in  St. 
Louis,  delegates  voted  475-418  with  17 
abstentions  to  put  the  boycott  in  place. 

The  boycott  was  intended  to  protest 
Shell  South  Africa’s  role  as  the  major 
supplier  of  fuel  to  South  Africa’s  mili¬ 
tary  and  police.  Both  Shell  South  Africa 
and  Shell  Oil  USA  are  wholly  owned  sub¬ 
sidiaries  of  Royal  Dutch/Shell. 

'  '  However,  the  action  was  immediately 
referred  to  the  church’s  Judicial  Council 
to  determine  whether  church  guidelines 
for  initiating  or  joining  an  economic  boy¬ 
cott  had  been  observed. 

Those  guidelines  had  been  adopted 
earlier  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  Judicial  Council,  the  highest  UM 
court,  reported  to  General  Conference 
delegates  that  it  didn’t  have  sufficient  in¬ 
formation  to  make  a  ruling  and  directed 


that  the  boycott  be  suspended  until  it 
could  make  a  decision.  The  next  regular 
meeting  of  the  council  is  scheduled  Oct. 
26-29. 

No  one  has  requested  that  a  special, 
earlier  session  be  held  to  deal  with  the 
boycott  decision,  said  Tom  Matheny, 
president  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

Although  many  requests  for  Judicial 
Council  rulings  deal  with  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  actions  taken  by  church  bod¬ 
ies  or  church  officials,  Mr.  Matheny  said 
he  doesn’t  think  the  Shell  boycott  issue 
falls  into  that  category. 

“It  is  an  ‘interpretive’  question,”  he  said. 

Among  issues  for  the  high  court  to  in¬ 
terpret,  Mr.  Matheny  said,  is  whether 
guidelines  were  observed  before  dele¬ 
gates  voted  to  implement  the  proposed 
boycott.  If  not,  he  said,  another  issue  is 
whether  General  Conference  can  take  an 
action  that  doesn’t  conform  to  its  own 
guidelines. 

Helen  Chang  of  the  church’s  social-ac¬ 
tion  agency  said  the  economic  boycott 
guidelines  adopted  in  St.  Louis  were 
drafted  in  response  to  a  1984  General 
Conference  request. 


No  official  guidelines  previously  exist¬ 
ed,  she  said. 

The  newly  adopted  guidelines  clarify 
who  may  call  for  a  boycott,  outline  steps 
that  must  be  taken  before  a  boycott  ac¬ 
tion  is  taken  and  detail  monitoring  re¬ 
quired  to  determine  if  objectives  are 
being  met. 

The  General  Conference  is  the  only 
body  that  can  initiate,  empower  or  join  a 
boycott  in  the  name  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  the  official  statement  says. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Agne,  a  Northern  Illinois 
conference  official  and  General  Confer¬ 
ence  delegate,  said,  “This  boycott  gives 
us  a  chance  to  tell  Shell  Oil,  and  to  tell 
those  struggling  for  freedom  in  Southern 
Africa,  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  ready  to  cut  off  the  fuel  of  apartheid.” 

Apartheid— the  official  South  African 
policy  of  legal  separation  of  races— has 
been  criticized  by  many  United  Methodists. 

Shell  officials  have  protested  the  boy¬ 
cott  action,  saying  that  the  company  is 
recognized  as  a  corporate  leader  in  op¬ 
posing  apartheid,  employing  non-whites 
and  in  sponsoring  programs  to  better  the 
lot  of  the  non-white  population. 


‘Words  and  Music’  bites  the  dust 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Radio  listeners  won’t  hear  any  new 
^programs  in  the  United  Methodist-spon- 
;  sored  “Words  and  Music”  broadcast  se¬ 
ries  after  this  fall. 

5  United  Methodist  Communications, 
'which  provided  scripts  and  music  for  the 
ii  weekly  shows,  announced  cancellation  of 
Sthe  24-year-old  radio  ministry  last  week. 

£  Rising  production  costs  and  changes  in 
; radio  programming  styles  led  to  the  de- 
■cision,  said  Nelson  Price,  chief  of  the 
^communication  agency’s  Public  Media 
'Division. 

“Words  and  Music”  broadcasts,  pro¬ 
duced  at  local  radio  stations  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  individual  UM  congregations, 
fare  to  continue  through  September.  Af¬ 
ter  that,  previously  produced  programs 
^or  shows  using  locally  rewritten  scripts 
.’may  be  aired,  Mr.  Price  said. 
i  The  30-minute  broadcasts  are  heard  on 


Weekly 
^ Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
r  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
>nd  Teacher's  Manual:  SI 5.00 
Box  77,  El  Paso,  AR  72045 


about  60  radio  stations  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  said  Shirley  Whipple  Struchen,  the 
program’s  executive  producer. 

Each  program  features  five  90-second 
meditations  on  themes  such  as  hope,  for¬ 
giveness,  guilt,  anger  and  power,  Ms. 
Struchen  said.  The  program’s  format 
calls  for  a  person  from  a  local  UM 
church— pastor  or  layperson— to  read 
each  meditation. 

Two-to-four-minute  selections  of  reli¬ 
gious  music— traditional  as  well  as  con¬ 
temporary-connect  the  meditations, 
she  said. 

The  number  of  congregations  produc¬ 
ing  “Words  and  Music”  programs  had 
slipped  in  recent  years,  Mr.  Price  said. 
The  program  averaged  100  subscriber- 
churches  over  its  lifetime. 

“  'Words  and  Music’  served  the  church 
well,”  Mr.  Price  said.  “It  has  introduced 
many  pastors  to  radio.  A  lot  of  those 
have  gone  on,  with  the  experience  and 
confidence  they  have  gained  by  using 
‘Words  and  Music,’  to  other  kinds  of  ra¬ 
dio.  So  we  think  it’s  time  to  create  some¬ 
thing  new.” 

The  Public  Media  Division  is  to  begin 
studies  this  summer  on  possible  replace¬ 
ments  for  “Words  and  Music,”  Mr.  Price 
said.  But  no  replacement  programming 
services  will  be  ready  when  “Words  and 
Music”  dies  Oct.  1. 

Mr.  Price  said  he  had  no  idea  what 
form  the  new  radio  ministries  might  take. 
He  noted  that  the  UM  communications 
agency  would  have  new  funding  available 
for  radio  production  starting  in  1989. 

"Word  and  Music”  had  cost  the  agency 


$35,000  a  year  to  produce,  Mr.  Price  said. 
Subscribers  paid  $85  a  year  to  receive  52 
program  scripts.  In  addition,  users  could 
pay  a  one-time  fee  of  $75  for  the  12-al¬ 
bum  library  from  which  musical  selec¬ 
tions  were  drawn. 

Subscribers  made  their  own  arrange¬ 
ments  for  purchased  or  donated  time  on 
local  radio  stations. 

“To  update  and  refurbish  the  music  li¬ 
brary  would  have  increased  the  cost  and 
further  reduced  the  number  who  could  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  program,”  Mr.  Price  said. 

The  demise  of  “Words  and  Music” 
means  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
“won’t  have  a  program  uniquely  its  own 
on  radio,”  Mr.  Price  said. 

The  denomination  continues  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  “The  Protestant  Hour”  and  special 
radio  productions,  such  as  those  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  he  said. 
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Baptists  provide  biggest-ever  contract 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House  under  President 
and  Publisher  Robert  Feaster  (right)  is  preparing  for  the  largest  single 
printing  press  run  in  the  House’s  199-year  history.  The  contract  with  the 
Southern  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board  (President  Lloyd  Elder,  left),  calls 
for  10-15  million  King  James  Version  New  Testaments  to  be  printed  during 
the  next  two  years.  The  first  775,000  will  be  delivered  in  September. 


“For  many,  theses  doctrines  are  more  sureiy 
dogma  than  the  Virgin  Birth  or  the  doctrine  of 
sanctification,”  he  continued,  suggesting  that 
persons  who  oppose  popular  political  beliefs  in 
the  church  could  someday  “experience  excom¬ 
munication.” 

University  under  investigation 

The  school  which  Dr.  Silber  heads  is  under  in¬ 
vestigation  by  the  University  Senate  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  for  charges  of  racism,  sexism, 
and  heavy-handed  administrative  policies,  charges 
amassed  over  the  last  several  years. 

The  latest  round  was  fueled  by  the  1987  termi¬ 
nation  of  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  of  social  ethics. 

Dr.  Bettenhausen  and  supporters  claimed  she 
was  targeted  as  an  outspoken  critic  of  university 
administration  and  for  teaching  feminist  theology. 

School  officials  blamed  “inadequate  scholar¬ 
ship”  for  Dr.  Bettenhausen ’s  termination. 

Dr.  Silber  praised  the  interpretations  of  Christian 
social  responsiblity  held  by  the  late  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.,  a  graduate  of  Boston  University, 
and  theologians  like  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer. 

Unlike  the  United  Methodist  leaders  he  criti¬ 
cized,  King  and  Bonhoeffer  developed  beliefs 
based  on  “a  tradition  of  intellectually  informed 
theological  inquiry,”  he  said. 


Conversion 
of  Wesley 
hailed  again 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Distinctive  qualities  of 
Christianity  among  followers  of  Method¬ 
ism’s  founder,  John  Wesley,  were  dis¬ 
cussed  during  an  event  attended  by  more 
than  200  persons  May  23-25. 

“Celebration  250,”  commemorating 
the  250th  anniversary  of  Wesley’s  con¬ 
version  experience,  was  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Renewal  Services  Fel¬ 
lowship,  an  affiliate  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

The  fellowship  is  a  network  for  United 
Methodists  who  consider  themselves 
charismatic  and  who  work  for  spiritual 
rejuvenation  in  churches  and  among  in¬ 
dividuals. 

Wesley’s  conversion  at  Aldersgate 
church  is  indicative  of  what  can  happen 
in  lives  of  Christians  once  they  remove 
inhibitions  about  the  celebratory  nature 
of  faith,  said  the  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Albin, 
visiting  professor  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology. 

“I  am  in  favor  of  liberating  our  theol¬ 
ogy  and  recovering  the  parts  of  our  Bible 
that  talk  of  the  spirit  and  spirituality,” 
he  told  participants.  Renewal  during 
Wesley’s  time  and  for  modern-day  fol¬ 
lowers  “recovers  the  joys  of  being  emo¬ 
tional,”  he  concluded. 

The  theme  of  reclaiming  emotion- 
charged  Christianity  was  echoed  by  the 
Rev.  William  J.  Abraham,  associate  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology, 
Dallas. 

However,  he  warned  against  fanati¬ 
cism,  self-righteousness  and  intolerance, 
which  he  said  sometimes  follow  the  ser¬ 
endipity  of  an  experience  with  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

Through  revival  experience,  he  said, 
people  become  aware  of  their  sin,  inner 
corruption  and  dependence  on  God:  “The 
basics  of  the  gospel  become  like  water 
on  a  parched  desert.” 

He  identified  positive  results  of  the 
spiritual  i  srience  for  the  entire  Chris¬ 
tian  community  as  including  unity;  live¬ 
lier,  more  spirit-filled  worship;  “a 
passion  for  evangelism”  and  sharing  ex¬ 
periences  with  others. 


Laity  training  center  planned  at  Scarritt 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

With  approval  of  the  1988  General 
Conference,  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  Women’s  Division  has  bought 
the  10.5-acre  Scarritt  Graduate  School 
campus  in  Nashville  for  $1.8  million. 


The  primary  intended  use,  Women’s 
Division  officials  said,  is  as  a  training 
center  for  laity. 

During  a  briefing  session  for  Scarritt 
alumni  and  others,  Women’s  Division 
treasurer  Joyce  Sohl  said  the  Scarritt 
Corp.  would  use  the  $1.8  million  to  pay 


Chemical-Free  FAMILY  CAMPING 
on  the  Minnesota/Canada  Border 

An  exclusive  island  wilderness  development  on  Rainy  Lake  is  being 

prepared  for  members  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  island  is  in  the  mid3t  of  Voyageurs  National  Park  and  adjacent 
Boundry  Waters  Canoe  Area  (BWCA). 

Experience  some  of  the  best  fishing  in  North  America 
Enjoy  spectacular  views  along  hundreds  of  feet  of  shore-line 
ore  some  of  the  last  pristine  wilderness  in  America 
Or  just  sit  in  front  of  a  huge  fieldstone  fireplace  in  a  70  year-old 
lodge  (pictured)  converted  for  our  exclusive  enjoyment  (awaiting 
placement  with  the  National  Register  of  Historic  Places) 

•  Chemical-Free  Family  Camping 

•  Custom  designed  two-bedroom 
log-sided  canvas  lodge  with 
hving'dimng  areas  and 
screened  deck 

•  Exclusive  use  of  16’  fishing 
boat  and  motor 

•  Shower/Bathhouse  Facilities 

•  Sauna 

•  Fire  Ring 

•  Large  Screened  Picnic 
Shelter 

•  Private  Harbor 


FOR  MORE 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Gene  &  Barb  Zentz 
Rainmaker  Properties 
21118  St.  Francis  Blvd. 
Anoka,  MN  55303 
(612)  753-1283 


Church  leaders  advance 
on  Crusade  Scholarships 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Question:  What  distinction  do  Bishop 
Paul  L.  A.  Granadosin  (Baguio,  Philip¬ 
pines,  Area);  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert 
(Seattle  Area);  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr. 
(Missouri  Area);  Mrs.  Graca  Machel, 
wife  of  the  late  president  of  Mozam¬ 
bique;  and  Mrs.  Lorine  Tevi,  a  World 
Council  of  Churches  staff  member  in  Ge¬ 
neva,  Switzerland,  have  in  common? 

Answer:  All  were  Methodist  or  United 
Methodist  Crusade  Scholars. 

The  Crusade  scholarship  program  is 
the  denomination’s  oldest  source  of  fi¬ 
nancial  awards  for  ethnic-minority  or  in¬ 
ternational  students  doing  graduate 
studies.  It  was  created  by  the  Methodist 
General  Conference  of  1944  to  give  out¬ 
standing  graduate  students  opportunities 
for  personal  development  and  leadership 
training. 

Currently,  to  become  a  Crusade  Schol¬ 
ar,  the  candidate: 

•Must  be  working  toward  his  or  her 
first  graduate  degree  at  an  accredited 
seminary  or  university. 

•  Must,  if  an  American,  be  either  Pa¬ 
cific/Asian  American,  black  American, 
Hispanic  American  or  Native  American. 

•Must,  if  a  student  from  another 
country,  be  recommended  by  a  Method¬ 
ist-related  church  overseas. 

•Should  be  prepared  to  offer  a  mini¬ 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/CVNCE 

No  gift  too  small 

mum  of  10  years  of  service  to  the 
church. 

The  Crusade  Scholarship  program  is 
supported  by  50  percent  of  the  World 
Communion  special  offering  collected  by 
local  United  Methodist  congregations  on 
the  first  Sunday  of  October. 

But  individuals  or  congregations  can 
make  designated,  second-mile  gifts 
through  The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His 
Church  to  underwrite  costs  of  special 
items  that  a  Crusade  Scholar  may  need 
for  academic  study. 

A  brochure  for  the  Crusade  Scholarship 
program  says  United  Methodists  may 
also  participate  in  bloc-grant  funding  to 
scholarship  committees  in  other  countries 
through  the  Advance.  These  grants  allow 
scholarship  committees  in  other  lands  to 
select  students,  determine  places  of  study 
or  set  scholarship  allowances. 

Gifts  to  the  Advance  will  provide  ex¬ 
tra  support  to  a  program  that  has  given 
financial  assistance  for  hundreds  of  eth¬ 
nic  leaders  in  this  denomination.  Desig¬ 
nated  gifts  may  be  made  through  annual 
conference  treasurers  to  Advance  No. 
982161-8,  “Crusade  Scholarships.” 


the  school’s  current  debts.  The  rest 
would  be  added  to  the  $5  million  Scarritt 
endowment. 

The  Scarritt  Corp.  is  to  serve  as  trust¬ 
ee  for  the  school  until  an  endowment 
foundation  is  formed  to  administer  the 
school’s  assets. 

Education  complex  renamed 

The  Women’s  Division  plans  to  convert 
the  former  missionary-training  college 
into  a  meeting  and  lay  education  complex, 
renamed  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 

The  new  name  honors  Nathan  Scarritt, 
who  donated  the  land  for  the  original 
Scarritt  Bible  and  Training  School  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  in  1892,  and  Belle  Har¬ 
ris  Bennett,  national  president  of  the 
woman’s  missionary  societies  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  1896- 
1922.  She  had  been  a  major  force  behind 
starting  the  school. 

The  mission  statement  for  the  new  Scar¬ 
ritt-Bennett  Center,  developed  by  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  and  the  Scarritt  Corp.,  states 
that  the  center  shall  have  “a  strong  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  eradication  of  racism,  the 
empowerment  of  women,  the  education  of 
the  laity,  and  spiritual  formation.” 

A  board  of  directors  to  be  named  and 
organized  later  this  year  is  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  selection  of  staff.  Twelve  direc¬ 
tors  are  to  be  named  by  the  Women’s 
Division  and  eight  by  the  Scarritt  Corp. 
Board  of  Ttustees. 

To  assist  the  new  board  in  specific 
program  formulation,  the  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  voted  $8,000  for  a  research  project 
on  “The  Future  Utilization  of  Scarritt,” 
to  be  conducted  among  selected  leaders 
of  the  church  and  members  of  United 
Methodist  Women. 

Cultural  events  planned 

Ms.  Sohl  said  the  Scarritt-Bennett  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  used  throughout  the  summer 
for  cultural  events.  The  library  will  be 
open  to  the  academic  community  and 
United  Methodist  agencies,  and  the  chapel 
is  booked  for  weddings  through  October. 


The  Women’s  Division,  as  property 
owner,  has  begun  a  projected  18-month, 
$14  million  multiple  maintenance  pro¬ 
gram  on  the  campus.  Two  dormitories 
are  being  remodeled  and  will  be  leased 
to  the  near-neighbor  Vanderbilt  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  School  this  fall.  Other 
dorms  will  be  converted  into  adult-living 
housing,  with  single  rooms  and  private 
or  semi-private  baths  for  persons  attend¬ 
ing  meetings  at  the  center. 

The  property  purchase  ends  16  years  of 
uncertainty  for  Scarritt,  once  a  four-year 
college  for  preparing  overseas  missionar¬ 
ies  and  later  the  denomination’s  only  grad- 
uate  training  center  exclusively  for 
Christian  education  and  church  music. 

Delegates  to  the  1972  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Atlanta  had  voted  to  study  con¬ 
tinuing  financial  support  to  Scarritt. 

Last  year,  Scarritt  officials  announced 
that  the  school  was  about  to  close  its  Nash¬ 
ville  campus  because  of  rising  operating 
costs  and  falling  enrollment.  They  outlined 
plans  to  move  the  school’s  programs  in 
Christian  education  and  church  music  to 
Duke  University  in  Durham,  N.C. 

However,  the  Scarritt  property  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  where  the  college  moved  in  1924,  had 
been  historically  related  to  a  predecessor 
organization  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

Division  claims  rights 

Under  a  1924  contract  between  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Council  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
Scarritt  College,  the  current  Women’s 
Division  claimed  in  April  1987  its  rights 
to  income  from  any  sale  of  the  campus. 

The  division  later  disapproved  the 
plan  to  sell  the  Scarritt  property  and  the 
affiliation  with  Duke  University. 

Last  October  the  Women’s  Division 
voted  to  purchase  Scarritt  Graduate 
School,  pending  General  Conference  ap¬ 
proval.  The  new  program  was  estab¬ 
lished  at  an  April  21  meeting  between 
Scarritt  and  Women’s  Division  officials. 
The  purchase  of  the  school  became  final 
on  May  16. 
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Cooperative  parish  renews  6  East  Dallas  UM  churches 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— The  sanctuary  banner  at 
Grace  United  Methodist  Church  pro¬ 
claims:  "Out  of  many,  God  made  us  one.” 

Those  words  can  be  considered  the 
theme  of  the  East  Dallas  Cooperative 
Parish,  a  6-year-old  experiment  in  revi¬ 
talizing  six  inner-city  churches  and  the 
communities  around  them. 

Once  an  upper-middle-class  white  sec¬ 
tion,  East  Dallas  today  is  a  transitional  in¬ 
ner-city  district  Within  it  are  communities 
of  Hispanics,  Asians,  blacks  and  whites, 
young  and  old,  singles  and  families. 

Many  lack  employment,  housing, 
clothing,  food,  medical  care— and  hope. 

Amid  this  swirling  kaleidoscope  of 
neighborhoods  and  needs,  the  East  Dal¬ 
las  Cooperative  Parish  was  born  with  a 
dual  purpose. 

Dying  United  Methodist  churches 
there  needed  to  identify  with  the 
changed  nature  of  their  immediate  com¬ 
munities. 

They  also  needed  to  learn  how  to  meet 
their  neighborhoods’  complex  physical 
and  spiritual  needs. 

Munger  Place,  Grace,  Memorial,  St. 
John’s,  Lakewood  and  Greenland  Hills 
United  Methodist  churches  agreed  to 
form  a  cooperative  parish  in  1982,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Rev.  George  Holcombe, 
community  development  consultant  for 
the  North  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Creation  of  the  parish  was  helped  by 
contributions  from  the  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  by  a  $100,000  mission  gift  from 
Highland  Park  United  Methodist  Church, 
an  affluent  12,000-member  congregation 
several  miles  northwest  of  the  parish. 

Under  the  parish’s  bylaws,  each  con¬ 
gregation  concentrates  on  those  out¬ 
reach  programs  that  meet  the  most 
acute  needs  of  its  neighborhood.  Then, 
through  cooperation,  they  draw  upon  the 
resources  of  one  another  for  other  ser¬ 
vices  within  the  parish. 

For  instance,  not  every  church  has  a 
food  pantry  or  a  clothing  closet.  But  each 
knows  which  church  does  and  where  to 
send  people  with  those  needs. 

In  the  midst  of  meeting  needs,  each 


church  in  the  parish  showed  a  net  gain  in 
membership  in  1987  and  each  paid  its  ap¬ 
portionment  (see  accompanying  table). 

Each  congregation  has  its  own  operat¬ 
ing  budget.  Each  also  has  a  mission  fund 
that  contributes  to  the  parish  budget  of 
$170,000. 

The  cooperative  parish  exists  on  the 
assumption  of  a  high  level  of  commit¬ 
ment  from  its  clergy  and  laypeople. 

The  six  pastors  all  indicated  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  take  on  inner-city  ministry  before 
their  appointments,  said  the  Rev.  William 
J.  Bryan  m,  pastor  of  Grace  UMC  and 
chairman  of  the  parish  council. 


The  pastors  meet  each  Monday  morn¬ 
ing.  The  24-member  parish  council,  in¬ 
cluding  the  six  pastors  and  18 
laypeople— three  from  each  congrega¬ 
tion-meets  monthly. 

Each  church’s  participation  in  the 
East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish  is  volun¬ 
tary,  said  the  Rev.  John  D.  Thornburg, 
pastor  of  Greenland  Hills  UMC. 

Any  congregation  could  vote  itself  out 
of  the  parish,  but  none  wants  to,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Jerry  P.  Ott,  senior  pastor  of 
St.  John’s  UMC,  said  he  is  convinced  that 
none  of  the  East  Dallas  churches  would 
be  as  vigorous  as  each  is  today  without 
the  cooperative  parish. 

"The  fact  that  you  realize  you’re  no 
longer  alone  dealing  with  all  these  big 
demands  is  a  great  help,”  he  said. 

Munger  Place  is  parish’s  heart 

A  sign  outside  the  food  pantry  speaks 
of  Munger  Place  UMC’s  motivation  for 
mission,  said  the  Rev.  James  P .  Ozier. 

"Todo  que  tenemos  es  de  Cristo.  Todo 
que  damos  es  por  Jesus."  (“All  we  have 
is  from  Christ.  All  we  give  is  for  Him.”) 

Mr.  Ozier  said  the  sign  went  up  about 
a  year  ago,  shortly  after  he  arrived  at 
Munger  Place,  the  geographic  center  of 
the  parish. 

"We  made  the  conscious  decision  to 
tell  people  we’re  not  a  social  service; 
we’re  a  spiritual  service,”  he  said.  “Our 
staff  has  no  shyness  about  speaking  to 
people  of  their  spiritual  needs  as  much 
as  their  life-situation  needs.” 

Munger  Place’s  Wilkinson  Center,  next 
to  the  sanctuary,  houses  emergency  ser¬ 
vices  and  the  parish  office,  said  secre- 


EAST  DALLAS  COOPERATIVE  PARISH 


Church  Members 

Attendance 

Budget 

Apportionment 

Munger  Place 

550 

144 

$170,000 

$ 

26,978 

Grace 

284 

113 

$108,000 

$ 

14,000 

Memorial 

120 

40 

$  35,000 

$ 

6,500 

St.  John's 

247 

61 

$  80,300 

$ 

11,400 

Lakewood 

350 

150 

$145,000 

$ 

25,000 

Greenland  Hills 

318 

118 

$  90,000 

$ 

14,260 
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DALLAS— Students  perform  a  “coconut  dance”  from  Southeast  Asia  during  a  New  Year’s  celebration  at  the 
Multicultural  Community  Center.  The  center,  a  former  ministry  of  Munger  Place  UMC,  rematns  housed  at  the 
church  as  an  independent  agency  giving  assistance  to  immigrants. 


tary  Sandra  Hitz.  A  member  of  another 
congregation  in  the  cooperative  parish, 
Greenland  Hills,  she’s  an  example  of  how 
the  congregations  share  laypeople. 

Ms.  Hitz,  who  is  fluent  in  Spanish, 
serves  as  coordinator  of  the  Job  Bank. 

She  estimated  that  the  Job  Bank  gives 
employment  referrals  to  about  120  cli¬ 
ents  monthly. 

Emergency  services  director  Jeff  Collins 
helps  clients  with  counseling  and  referral 
to  such  agencies  as  spouse  abuse  shelters. 
Rent  assistance  and  help  with  purchase  of 
prescriptions  also  are  available. 

Sharing  the  building  is  the  Multicultur¬ 
al  Community  Center,  formerly  a 
Munger  Place  ministry.  It  has  become  a 
rent-paying  independent  agency  provid¬ 
ing  information,  referral  and  counseling 
for  immigrants. 

One  of  Munger  Place’s  biggest  minis¬ 
tries  is  its  food  pantry,  Ms.  Hitz  said. 

Munger  Place  and  St.  John’s  UMC  dis¬ 
tribute  food  on  an  emergency  basis,  she 
said.  Each  week  the  two  congregations 
share  their  computerized  records  on  who 
receives  food.  They  also  share  their  rec¬ 
ords  with  a  nearby  Roman  Catholic 
church  that  distributes  food. 

In  March  1988  the  food  pantry  fed  739 
families  totaling  2,141  people,  Ms.  Hitz 
said.  She  estimated  that  about  half  are  re¬ 
peaters.  Everyone  who  receives  emergen¬ 
cy  food  is  given  a  written  referral  to  a 
long-term  assistance  agency,  she  added. 

“We’ve  really  only  had  one  or  two  peo¬ 
ple  we've  had  to  tell  not  to  come  back,  and 
that’s  mainly  because  they  were  causing  a 
physical  disturbance,"  Ms.  Hitz  said.  “Usu¬ 
ally  if  we  suspect  they’re  abusing  the  pro¬ 
gram,  Jeff  will  take  them  in  his  office  for 
a  talk. 

“We  help  those  in  need  of  help.  Our  bot¬ 
tom  line  is  no  hungry  children.  We  stand 
between  thousands  and  starvation.” 

Grace’s  diversity  amazing 

The  banner  in  Grace  UMC’s  sanctuary 
emphasizing  one  made  of  many  is  exem¬ 
plified  every  Sunday  in  worship. 

“This  used  to  be  a  ‘silk-stocking’ 
church,”  said  its  pastor,  Dr.  Bryan.  “To¬ 
day  on  Sundays  we  have  four  generations 
of  five  colors  worshiping.” 

One  of  Grace’s  ministries.  The  Open 
Door  Preschool,  predates  the  cooperative 
parish.  It  started  15  years  ago  as  a  place 
for  Hispanic  children  to  learn  English  and 
social  skills  to  enter  first  grade. 

Today  the  school  is  multicultural,  serv¬ 
ing  Hispanic,  Asian  and  Anglo  children. 

Grace  houses  an  Asian  ministry  head¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  Pa  N.  Pan,  recently  or¬ 
dained  as  the  first  Cambodian  United 
Methodist  clergyman. 

Sewing  skills  are  taught  at  The  Eye  of 
the  Needle  school,  supervised  by  Wanda 
Ethridge,  a  Greenland  Hills  member.  A 
gift  shop,  The  Cuckoo’s  Nest,  sells  the 
wares  of  many  sewing-school  graduates. 

Legal  assistance  is  provided  by  volun¬ 
teer  attorneys.  In  addition,  in  what  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  a  national  first,  court  comes 
to  the  people.  Four  Dallas  judges  rotate 
presiding  at  family  court  every  Thurs¬ 
day  night  at  the  church. 

Saturday  mornings  at  Grace  are  given 
over  to  the  Agape  Clinic,  a  pediatric 
medical  clinic  staffed  by  volunteer  doc¬ 
tors  and  nurses. 

The  clinic  was  the  brainchild  of  its  di¬ 
rector,  Dr.  Barbara  Starke,  a  member  of 
the  parish’s  “godparent”  congregation. 
Highland  Park  UMC. 

"Last  year  I  baptized  nine  babies,”  said 
Dr.  Bryan.  “Before  that  it  had  been  years 
since  there  was  even  a  baby  in  church.” 

Memorial’s  enduring  witness 

The  Rev.  Victoria  B.  Davidson  had 
been  assigned  to  Memorial  UMC  just  one 
week  when  her  new  pastorate’s  demands 
made  their  mark. 

She  and  Mr.  Holcombe,  attempting  to 
meet  at  the  parsonage  next  door  to  the 
church,  were  interrupted  by  three  events. 

A  black  man  deviously  tried  to  get 
money  by  claiming  a  need  for  bus  fare  to 
Houston.  A  deranged  woman  called  from 
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DALLAS— Ruth  O’Quiim  sews  a  handbag  at  The  Eye  of  the  Needle  sew¬ 
ing  school  at  Grace  UMC.  The  church  also  houses  an  Asian  ministry,  a  legal 
clinic,  a  multicultural  preschool  and  a  pediatric  medical  clinic. 


a  hospital  to  plead  with  Ms.  Davidson  to 
let  her  live  in  the  parsonage.  Then  an  el¬ 
derly  alcoholic  was  discovered  locked  in 
the  church  storage  shed,  where  he’d  been 
for  four  days. 

“After  George  left,  I  had  to  go  lie 
down,”  Ms.  Davidson  confessed.  “I  won¬ 
dered  what  in  the  world  I’d  gotten  my¬ 
self  into.” 

Memorial  UMC  was  the  smallest  and 
most  demoralized  of  the  congregations 
when  the  parish  was  formed  six  years 
ago,  she  said.  Its  predominantly  Hispanic 
neighborhood  is  among  the  most  tran¬ 
sient,  with  9,200  residences  in  a  six- 
block-square  area. 

Today  Memorial’s  success  stands  not  in 
numbers  but  in  outreach,  said  its  pastor. 

Ms.  Davidson  studied  Spanish  lan¬ 
guage  and  culture  in  Mexico  to  learn 
how  to  relate  better  with  her  parishio¬ 
ners.  Memorial  UMC  offers  worship  in 
Spanish  and  has  begun  a  monthly  bilin¬ 
gual  communion  service. 

Two  of  its  ministries,  Happy  House  se¬ 
nior  center  and  the  Northcutt  Immigra¬ 
tion  Assistance  Center,  have  separate 
budgets  of  $25,000  each  that  come  from 
parish  funds. 

Those  who  benefit  from  these  minis¬ 
tries  regularly  contribute  to  the  pro¬ 
grams  through  donations  of  money  or 
time,  Ms.  Davidson  said. 

“It’s  not  just  dishing  out  social  services,” 
she  insisted.  “Christ  died  for  all.  They  are 
expected  to  give  as  they  have  been  given 
to,  because  Christ  died  for  them. 

"The  best  moment  for  me  came  re¬ 
cently  when  I  was  talking  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  about  some  of  our  plans.  After  I 
finished  there  was  this  silence;  then  one 
of  the  longtime  members  said  aloud,  ‘We 
aren’t  going  to  die  after  all,  are  we?’  ” 

John  3:16  at  St.  John’s 

The  identifying  ministries  at  St.  John’s 
UMC  link  past,  present  and  future. 

St.  John’s  food  pantry,  Project  Hope, 
predates  the  East  Dallas  Cooperative 
Parish,  said  Mr.  Ott,  the  senior  pastor. 

In  1987  Project  Hope  gave  food  to 
10,000  people,  said  Mr.  Ott.  For  1988, 
through  March  30,  Project  Hope  had  fed 
nearly  4,000. 

Laywoman  Virginia  Shaw,  who  works 
with  Project  Hope,  could  not  estimate 
how  many  of  its  clients  are  repeaters.  But 
she  said  most  repeaters  are  senior  citi¬ 
zens  eligible  for  assistance  through  the 
federal  commodities  program,  for  which 
St.  John’s  has  been  a  distribution  center. 

St,  John’s  computer  tutorial  project  fo¬ 
cuses  on  the  future,  said  the  Rev.  Mario 
Hernandez,  associate  pastor  who  also 
leads  the  church’s  Hispanic  ministry. 

The  tutorial  teaches  English  and  com- 


CLASSIFIED 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 

for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Floridas  west 
coast  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Manner 
Blvd..  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609. 

vouth  ministry,  for  1.300  +  member  growing  congre¬ 
gation  Send  current  resume,  photo,  refoenras  to  Man¬ 
darin  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  23236. 
Jacksonville,  FL  33217.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable 

EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro- 
gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main.  Houston,  TX  77004. 

DIRECTOR.  INTERPRETATION  AND  FIELD 
Service,  Church  School  Publications  Division.  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship  Directs  the  day-to-day 
operations  of  the  department  and  develops  inter- 
pretive/field  service  programs  and  resources  for 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  L  Youth 

Ministries  for  a  900-member  church.  Please  send 
all  resumes  and  references  to:  Sr  Pastor  1st  UMC, 
Box  1510.  Harlingen,  TX  78551,  (512)  423-0540. 

aware  of  United  Methodist  curriculum  resources 
and  how  to  choose  and  use  these  resources  effec¬ 
tively  Requirements:  Graduate  level  training  or 
comparable  experience  in  Christian  education; 

SENIOR  MINISTER  RIVERSIDE  CHURCH.  New 

York  City.  International,  interracial,  interdenomi¬ 
national  congregation  of  approximately  3.000  mem¬ 
bers.  Open  to  ordained  persons  regardless  of  sex 
race,  nationality  or  denomination.  Send  letters  of 
application  and  curriculum  vitae  by  June  30,  1988, 
to  Richard  Butler,  Search  Committee,  Riverside 
Church.  490  Riverside  Drive.  New  York,  NY  10027. 

knowledge  of  the  nature  and  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  as  well  as  a  personal  acquain¬ 
tance  with  a  large  number  of  its  leaders;  compre¬ 
hension  of  the  total  work  of  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House  and  the  General  Board  of  Disci¬ 
pleship;  advanced  consulting,  planning,  designing, 
training,  and  human  relations  skills;  good  organi¬ 
zation,  budget  management  and  scheduling  skills. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  needed 

for  950-member  congregation  located  in  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley  Salary  $20,000  +  (ne- 
eotiable)  Send  resume,  photo,  and  three  references 
by  June  15  to  St  Mark  UMC.  c/o  Sonny  Rhodes.  301 

W  Pecan,  McAllen,  TX  78501.  (512)  682-1481. 

Write '  UnRed^MeUiodisr^Publishing  House,  201 
Eighth  Avenue,  South,  P.O.  Box  801,  Nashville,  TN 
37202  Attn:  Orion  N  Hutchinson,  Jr 

FALL  FOLIAGE  IN  NEW  ENGLAND,  September  23- 
30  New  York  Theater  Tour.  November  23-26  The  Glo- 

LARGE.  NORTHEAST  TEXAS  CHURCH  seeking 

full-time  director  of  music  Must  be  “team  player. 
Extremely  active  music/fine  arts  program  in 
place.  Salary/benefits  and  beginning  date  of  em¬ 
ployment  negotiable  Send  current  resume,  photo, 
professional  references,  and  supporting  material  to 
UMR  Dept.  LT.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266-0275 

Esrorted  br.  Dr  &  Mrs.  Edward  Laux,  6247  Annapolis, 
Dallas,  TX  75214.  (214)  368-7026  Brochures  available. 

GROUP  FOSTER  HOME  FOR  SALE  Accommo¬ 
dates  12  children.  7  bedrooms,  3  bathrooms  L 
large  kitchen.  On  Mexican  border.  Roma,  Texas, 
needy  area  of  ministry.  (512)  590-7741. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 

to  employ  director  of  Christian  education  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts ^and 

gan,  suitable  for  home  or  chapel.  Classic  voicing. 
Absolute  mint  condition.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Music  Department,  Trinity-First  United  Methodist 
Church,  810  N  Oregon,  El  Paso,  TX  79902 

Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville.  OK  74005 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  Sc  STAY  at 
Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)'  Eureka  Springs.  Ark'  New  air-conditioning 
in-ground  pool,  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  $22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 

and  church  activities.  Enthusiastic,  organized  person 
to  serve  as  organist /choir  director  and  general  su¬ 
pervisor  of  church  activities.  Will  personally  orga¬ 
nize  and  minister  teen  activities.  Will  be  responsible 
for  adult,  youth,  and  children's  music  programs  Pro¬ 
ficiency  in  organ /keyboard  necessary  Salary  nego- 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH  Fill 
your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  profes¬ 
sional  church  musician  from  our  list  Free  service  to 
churches.  Church  Musicians  National  Referral  Service, 
Deot  18,  PO  Box  36,  Huntington  WV  257064)036. 

demonstrating  organ  proficiency  to:  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  701  Turner 
Street,  P.O.  Box  468,  Waynesboro,  MS  39367.  / 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 

proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 

POSITION  OPEN:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  First  Unit- 

Earth!  MN  56013.' 

rehearsal,  one  Sunday  service  with  attendant  du¬ 
ties  Job  description  by  writing  to  Secretary,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  2200  Rue  Denise,  Ham- 

CAMP  CARETAKER  POSITION  OPEN  effective 

November  1  Send  resume  with  picture  by  August 

15  to  Glenn  A.  Waggamon.  Box  2800,  North  Canton, 
OH  44720. 

the  church  today 


Proceedings  begin  in  Christie 
Institute’s  Contra-drug  case 

KEY  WEST,  Fla.  (RNS) — A  federal 
judge  has  agreed  to  accept  testimony 
from  an  imprisoned  former  CIA  agent  in 
a  lawsuit  against  figures  in  the  Iran-con¬ 
tra  affair  that  was  brought  by  the  inter¬ 
faith  Christie  Institute. 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  world 
mission  board  reported  contributing 
$25  000  during  the  past  four  years,  in¬ 
cluding  $16,500  in  1987,  to  help  fund  the 
work  of  the  Institute.  Sara  Nelson,  the 
Institute's  executive  director,  told  the 
Reporter  that  the  total  UM  contribution 
was  $33,500. 

Chief  U.S.  District  Judge  James  Law¬ 
rence  King  of  Miami,  who  heard  cases 
May  25,  agreed  to  consider  a  deposition 
from  Edwin  Wilson,  a  convicted  arms 
smuggler  and  former  CIA  agent.  The  ac¬ 
tual  trial  of  the  suit  is  expected  to  begin 
later  in  June. 

Mr.  Wilson  testified  in  a  sworn  state¬ 
ment  that  he  had  been  part  of  an  illegal 
covert  operation  that  carried  out  assassi¬ 
nations  of  Iranian  and  Nicaraguan  ter¬ 
rorists  and  later  supplied  weapons  to  the 
contra  rebels  in  Nicaragua. 

National  magazine  profiles 
UM  church’s  anti-drug  crusade 

SAN  FRANCISCO— Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Francis¬ 
co  has  created  an  anti-drug  crusade  that 
helped  more  than  60  people  to  kick  their 
drug  habit. 

In  the  May  16  issue  of  “Jet"  magazine, 
the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams,  pastor  of  the 
church,  was  praised  for  his  “Facts  on 


Crack”  crusade,  held  everyday  at  the 
church.  Mr.  Williams  meets  with  up  to 
200  former  and  current  users  of  crack,  a 
deadly  cocaine  derivative.  The  sessions 
have  been  described  as  an  "alcoholic 
anonymous  rehabilitation  plan  coupled 
with  some  good  old  time  religion.” 

UM  mission  station 
undergoes  second  attack 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  second  at¬ 
tack  has  been  made  on  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missioi.  station  in  the  Southeast 
Africa  countrs  of  Mozambique. 

The  Cambiiifc  Mission  Station  and 
health  clinic  in  Mozambique  was  at¬ 
tacked  May  17  by  guerrilla  fighters  of 
the  Mozambique  National  Resistance 
(RENAMO).  These  “bandits”  kill  and  tor¬ 
ture  people  in  an  attempt  to  destabilize 
the  country’s  Marxist  government  (see 
UMR,  May  27.) 

Officials  of  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  received  a  cable  May  24 
from  Bishop  Alemida  Penicela  of  Mo¬ 
zambique,  reporting  that  at  least  one 
person  is  dead,  and  many  have  been  left 
homeless  and  without  food  or  clothing. 

The  collection  of  $9,521  taken  at  the 
recent  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  which  was  already  earmarked  for 
the  Mozambique  emergency,  is  being 
sent  to  assist  the  mission  station  through 
UMCOR. 

Ohio’s  first  lady  earns  degree 
at  Methodist  Theological  School 

DELAWARE,  Ohio— Dagmar  Celeste, 
wife  of  Ohio  Gov.  Richard  Celeste,  was 
among  65  to  graduate  from  the  Method¬ 


ist  Theological  School  in  Ohio  on  May  14. 

Mrs.  Celeste  received  the  master  of 
arts  in  alcoholism  and  drug  abuse  minis¬ 
try.  Gov.  Celeste  is  an  active  United 
Methodist  layman. 

Peninsula  Conference  elects 
first  woman  lay  leader 

DOVER,  Delaware  (UMR)— The  Pen¬ 
insula  Annual  Conference  has  elected  its 
first  woman  conference  lay  leader. 

Dolly  Brittingham,  a  member  of  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Salis¬ 
bury,  Md.,  succeeds  Francis  Turpin  of 
Christ  United  Methodist  Church  in  Fe- 
deralsburg,  Md. 

North  Carolina  woman  wins 
college-careers  scholarship 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)— A  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  clergywoman  is  the 
1988-89  recipient  of  a  $5,000  scholarship 
for  women  pursuing  administrative  ca¬ 
reers  at  United  Methodist-related  colleges. 

The  Rev.  Cynthia  Jay  Pendleton,  cam¬ 
pus  minister  at  Pfeiffer  College,  Misen- 
heimer,  N.C.,  was  awarded  the  Esther 
Edwards  Graduate  Scholarship  in  mid- 
May,  and  will  use  the  money  for  her  doc¬ 
toral  studies  at  the  University  of  North 
Carolina  at  Chapel  Hill. 

The  annual  award  was  established  in 
1985  by  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
to  encourage  increasing  numbers  of 
women  administrators  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  schools.  The  award  is  named  for 
the  former  head  of  the  denomination’s 
Office  of  Loans  and  Scholarships. 


puter  skills  to  Hispanic  youths  at  risk  of 
dropping  out  of  school,  Mr.  Hernandez  said. 
The  project  is  co-sponsored  by  the  Dallas 
Independent  School  District  and  Apple 
Computers,  which  donated  the  equipment. 

On  a  recent  afternoon,  fifth-  and  sixth- 
grade  boys  were  learning  how  to  make 
posters  on  the  computer.  The  example 
that  Mr.  Hernandez  created  was  John 
3:16  in  Spanish  and  English. 

"Years  ago,  when  I  was  a  supermarket 
butcher,  one  of  my  co-workers  asked  me 
what  John  3:16  was,"  he  explained.  "I 
told  the  young  man  that  he  would  know  it 
when  I  told  him,  but  he  didn’t.  He  had 
never  heard  that  Bible  verse.” 

“Today,  I  let  them  know  I’m  here  in 
response  to  John  3:16.” 

Lakewood  blends  generations 

Lakewood  UMC  has  something  for  ev¬ 
eryone,  from  birth  to  beyond  retirement, 
said  the  Rev.  Jerry  D.  Overton,  senior 
pastor. 

The  Rev.  Charles  Carnahan,  associate 
pastor,  leads  the  East  Dallas  Singles. 
This  ministry  reaches  out  to  single  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  30s  and  40s,  about  half  of 
whom  are  divorced,  to  ease  the  loneli¬ 
ness  that  often  goes  with  city  life. 

Mr.  Carnahan  also  leads  activities  for 
Lakewood’s  elderly  members. 

Meanwhile,  Lakewood  area  families 
are  enrolling  their  children  in  the 
church’s  Learning  Center,  said  director 
Donna  Fry. 

“We  offer  low  ratios  of  one  teacher  to 
three  children,  with  lots  of  love  and  at¬ 
tention,”  she  said.  “We  look  at  the  needs 
of  the  individual  child,  do  evaluations 
and  set  goals  on  an  individual  basis.” 

Elder  Power  at  Greenland  Hills 

A  fourth-generation  United  Methodist 
minister,  Mr.  Thornburg,  serves  a  congre¬ 
gation  that  seeks  to  blend  the  wisdom  of 
its  older  members  with  the  vigor  of  youn¬ 
ger  families  that  have  joined  recently. 

“I’m  always  preaching  on  how  much 
we  can  learn  from  each  other,”  said  the 
pastor. 

While  Greenland  Hills  was  not  as  near 
death  as  the  other  East  Dallas  congrega¬ 
tions  when  the  cooperative  parish  was 
formed,  Mr.  Thornburg  said,  the  mutual 
assistance  unquestionably  has  made  its 
outreach  more  effective. 

“The  issue  here  wasn’t  whether  the 
doors  would  close  but  whether  the  hope 
for  the  future  would  be  shut  off,”  Mr. 
Thornburg  explained.  “Many  people  are 
thrilled  to  have  reclaimed  a  mission 
identity  that  can  be  seen  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  There’s  a  sense  of  joyful  relief.” 

As  befits  its  neighborhood  of  predomi¬ 
nantly  elderly  residents,  Greenland  Hills 
houses  Elder  Power  Home  Help  Inc.,  a 
non-profit  corporation  providing  house¬ 
keeping  and  other  assistance  to  frail  elder¬ 
ly.  Wanda  Ethridge,  who  heads  the  Eye  of 
the  Needle  at  Grace  UMC,  also  coordi¬ 
nates  Elder  Power  at  Greenland  Hills. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  age  spectrum, 
Greenland  Hills  has  begun  a  pre-school 
program  called  Children's  Day  Out.  Mem¬ 
bers  remodeled  three  classrooms  and  built 
playground  equipment  for  the  children. 
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do  we  share 
spiritual  values  with  our 
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■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
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■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
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Two  New  District  Superintendents  Appointed  at  Conference 


Among  the  many  changes  that  took 
place  during  Annual  Conference  this 
year  was  the  appointment  of  two  new 
district  superintendents. 

Rev.  Warren  Blakeman  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  as  the  district  superintendent  of 
the  New  Orleans/Houma  district  and  Dr. 
Ray  Branton  will  be  stepping  into  the 
district  superintendent  position  in 
Shreveport. 

Blakeman  held  his  last  charge  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  where  they  have  recently 
completed  a  $3  million  expansion  project. 

A  native  of  Monroe,  Blakeman  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Centenary  College  with  his 
bachelor’s  degree  and  then  went  on  to 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU  to  re¬ 
ceive  his  master’s  of  divinity  in  1959.  He 
received  his  honorary  doctorate  from 
Centenary  College  in  1987. 


He  has  served  a  number  of  charges 
over  the  years,  including  associate  pas¬ 
torates  at  Mangum  Memorial,  Noel  Me¬ 
morial  and  Baton  Rouge  First.  He  served 
as  senior  minister  at  Benton,  Horseshoe 
Drive  in  Alexandria,  Henning  Memorial 
in  Sulphur,  Aurora  in  New  Orleans  and 
Broadmoor  in  Shreveport. 

Some  of  Blakeman’s  activities  include 
serving  on  the  Board  of  the  Council  on 
Aging,  on  the  Shreveport  District  Board 
of  Ministry  and  as  guest  chaplain  to  the 
U.S.  Senate. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Mary  Lou 
Gassen  of  Sulphur  and  they  have  three 
children,  Jeff,  Jennifer  and  Julie. 

A  native  of  Vicksburg,  Mississippi, 
Branton  comes  to  the  district  superinten¬ 
dent’s  office  from  Asbury  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Lafayette,  where  he  has 
served  since  1979. 


Branton  was  awarded  his  bachelor’s 
degree  from  Louisiana  Tech  University 
in  1954.  He  received  his  Master  of  Divin¬ 
ity  degree  from  Perkins  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  SMU  in  1957  and  the  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  Princeton  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  1985.  He  was  also 
awarded  an  honorary  doctorate  from 
Centenary  College  in  1980. 

He  has  served  six  appointments  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference  including  St.  Luke, 
Lake  Charles;  Vidalia,  Aurora  in  New 
Orleans,  Henning  Memorial  in  Sulphur, 
as  Director  of  the  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  for  six  years  and  at  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette. 

From  1980  through  1988,  Branton 
served  as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries.  He  is  the  author  of  two 
books:  Church  Growth  for  Louisiana 
Methodism  and  Pastorally  Speaking,  a 


collection  of  pastor’s  columns  published 
during  his  ministry  at  Asbury  in  La¬ 
fayette. 

Branton  has  deep  roots  in  Methodism, 
as  his  father,  maternal  grandfather  and 
more  than  25  other  persons  in  his  family 
have  been  ordained  ministers  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  He  is  married 
to  the  former  Gwen  A.  Meier  of  James¬ 
town,  North  Dakota  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  Steven  Branton  and  Sarah 
Branton  Wilkerson.  They  also  have  one 
grandchild,  Melissa  Wilkerson. 

The  New  Orleans/Houma  district  su¬ 
perintendent’s  position  is  being  vacated 
by  Dr.  Stone  Caraway  who  has  served  in 
that  office  for  the  past  five  years.  Dr. 
Odell  Simmons  is  leaving  his  post  as  the 
Shreveport  District  Superintendent, 
where  he  has  served  for  the  past  six 
years. 


Mary  Tucker  Jones  —  95  Years  a 


Recently,  Dr.  George  Jones,  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  was  reading  through  his 
mother’s  Bible  and  found  these  words 
written  on  a  fly-leaf:  “I  got  religion  on 
April  22,  1893  and  joined  the  Methodist 
Church  on  April  23,  1893  by  my  own  dear 


father.”  This  was  signed  by  Mary  Tucker 
(Jones). 

Mary  T.  Jones,  who  is  now  104  years 
old  and  still  going  strong,  has  been  a 
practicing  Methodist  for  95  years.  Born 
in  Crawford,  Mississippi  on  June  17, 
1884,  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  Method¬ 


ist  preacher,  Rev.  H.  R.  Tucker  of  the 
Northern  Mississippi  Conference. 

Mrs.  Jones’  life  has  been  centered 
around  Methodism  and  she  is  proud  to 
admit  that  she  is  “100  percent  Method¬ 
ist.” 

Her  father  played  professional  base¬ 
ball  in  Cleveland.  He  pitched  for  the 
team,  but  quit  with  a  4-0  record  because 
he  had  to  pitch  on  Sunday.  That’s  how 
strong  her  roots  in  Methodism  have  been. 

She  attended  the  Grenada  College, 
which  at  that  time  was  the  women’s 
Methodist  College  and  Milsaps  was  the 
men’s  Methodist  College.  She  served  as 
president  of  the  student  body  the  year 
she  graduated,  1903. 

Some  of  her  fondest  memories  of  col¬ 
lege  life  included  the  years  she  spent  as 
a  member  of  the  Delphians  Sorority,  who 
are  how  nationally  Tecognized  as- the 
Zeta  Tau  Alphas.  While  in  College,  the 
girls  were  not  allowed  to  dance.  Howev¬ 
er,  on  occasion  they  would  tie  the  faculty 
doors  together  and  Mary  Jones  would 
play  the  piano  while  everyone  danced. 

The  Delphians  also  participated  in  a 
parade  and  Mrs.  Jones  and  her  sorority 
sisters  dressed  as  Grecian  girls  with  gar¬ 
lands  of  flowers  and  paraded  down  the 
streets  on  a  float  pulled  by  two  mules. 

On  February  14,  1906,  Mary  married 
George  H.  Jones  of  Booneville,  Miss., 
whose  father  was  also  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  in  the  North  Mississippi  Conference. 
In  1919,  she  and  her  husband  moved  to 
Baton  Rouge  and  joined  First  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  then  at  the  corner  of 
First  and  Laurel  Street.  It  was  also  the 
only  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  at 


the  time. 

The  Jones’  family  was  active  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  from  the  very 
beginning.  Mrs.  Jones  was  the  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Beginner’s  class,  was  and 
still  is  a  member  of  the  Tharseon  Class 
and  was  very  active  in  the  Women’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  (the  UMW),  which  is 
what  she  still  refers  to  the  group  as. 

Her  son,  Dr.  George  Jones,  is  an  active 
member  of  First  Church  today,  and  so 
the  legacy  continues. 

Mrs.  Jones  has  many  memories  of  the 
past,  and  although  she  has  said  “I’ll  never 
forget  .  .  .,”  she  has  forgotten  some  of 
the  events  she  has  experienced  during 
the  past  104  years. 

She  remembers  seeing  Theodore  Roo¬ 
sevelt  speak  and  she  saw  the  Wright 
Brothers  barnstorming  through  Tupelo, 
Miss.  She  remembers  wherv  she  was  a  lit¬ 
tle  girl  that  there  was  only  one  telephone 
in  the  town  and  all  the  news  they  got  was 
out  of  one  newspaper  that  was  thrown 
off  a  train  in  town. 

Mrs.  Jones  has  seen  many  changes  in 
the  world  and  in  the  Methodist  Church. 
She  remembers  things  being  “hush-hush” 
about  smoking  and  that  ministers  were 
not  allowed  to  smoke  at  all.  She  took  her 
first  plane  ride  at  the  age  of  83,  and  al¬ 
though  her  son  said  it  was  the  roughest 
trip  he’d  ever  made,  she  said  it  wasn’t  as 
bad  as  she  thought  it  would  be.  She  can 
still  sing  the  courting  songs  sung  to  her 
older  sisters  —  and  sing  them  on  key. 

She  believes  that  preachers’  families 
are  the  pillars  of  the  church.  She  also 
doesn’t  think  there  should  be  women 
preachers.  She  doesn’t  think  young  peo- 


Mary  Tucker  Jones,  age  19. 
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SUCCESSFUL  FUNDRAISERS  —  Pictured  1.  to  r.,  are  Mrs.  Jody  McKee,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Gonzales  UMW  and  director  of  the  Spring  Church  Taste  Fair,  with  Com¬ 
mittee  members  Mrs.  Sylvia  Shackelford  and  Mrs.  Ruth  Bailey  presenting  a  check 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  Taste  Fair  to  the  chairman  of  the  administrative  board 
Mr.  Johnny  Prewitt,  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  church  office  copying  machine.  Looking 
on  is  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks. 


Around  the  Conference 


PRESENTING  PAPERS  -  Rev.  Bob 
Peterson,  left,  presented  the  Conference 
Office  with  20  years  of  back  issues  of 
the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  for  their 
library.  Kim  Dent  Unhoch,  Editorial  As¬ 
sistant  of  the  Louisiana  United  Method¬ 
ist  is  pictured  receiving  the  papers.  Rev. 
Peterson  is  the  minister  of  the  Bethel- 
Magnolia  charge. 


FESTIVE  CELEBRATION  —  The 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Lake 
Charles  observed  Heritage  Sunday,  a 
celebration  of  the  250th  Anniversary  of 
the  Aldersgate  Experience  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley,  on  Sunday,  April  24.  Members  of 
both  morning  services  were  encouraged 
to  wear  period  costumes  (pictured  left), 
and  pictures  were  taken  of  each  congre¬ 
gation  on  the  steps  of  the  church  at  the 
close  of  the  service  (pictured  below).  At 
noon,  an  old  fashioned  “Dinner  on  the 
Grounds”  was  held  with  each  group  or 
family  bringing  a  picnic  lunch.  Jim  Bat¬ 
chelor  gave  a  history  of  the  early  circuit 
riders,  “the  Endless  Line  of  Splendor.” 
Prizes  were  given  to  the  most  originally 
dressed;  Mrs.  Julia  Heard,  Jack  Greg¬ 
ory  and  Eileen  Rudd.  Rev.  Henry  Bow- 
don  Jr.  is  the  pastor. 


SUPER  SIGN  —  Dedication  services 
were  recently  held  at  Claiborne  United 
Methodist  Church  in  West  Monroe  for 
the  new  church  sign  which  was  donated 
by  Evaughn  and  Vergie  Roark,  pictured 
above.  They  wished  to  dedicate  the  sign 
“To  The  Glory  of  God.”  The  Roarks 
have  been  active  members  of  the  church 
for  more  than  32  years. 
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NEW  D.S.’s  —  Dr.  Ray  Branton,  left,  and  Rev.  Warren  Blakeman,  right,  have 
been  appointed  as  new  district  superintendents  during  Annual  Conference. 
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pie  are  that  bad,  she  thinks  they  are  “all 
right.” 

She  believes  very  strongly  that  if  you 
have  a  “church-centered  life,  then  you 
are  not  likely  to  get  into  all  these  trou¬ 
bles.” 

She  lived  by  herself  until  she  was  99 


and  when  people  ask  her  how  she  has 
lived  to  be  so  old,  she  tells  them  she 
“keeps  breathing.” 

Mary  Tucker  Jones’  life  has  been  cen¬ 
tered  around  the  Methodist  Church  since 
she  was  born.  She  says  when  people  are 
converted,  they  make  a  big  show,  but  for 
her,  there  has  never  been  anything  else. 


Still  going  strong  today  at  age  104. 


On  Cfhe  Way  . . . 


“Because  I  live,  you  shall  also  live.”  John  14:19 

These  words  are  true  —  whoever  says  them  —  if  that  person  has  the  right  to 
say  them.  Anyone  who  is  fully  alive  is  the  cause  and  evoker  of  life  in  others! 

Look  at  our  own  experience.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  are  only  two  kinds  of 
people  —  life-enhancers  or  life-diminishers!  There  are  those  who  never  add 
zest  and  color  to  your  life.  They  seem  to  say,  “Because  I  am  dead,  you  shall  be 
dead  also." 

But  there  are  others,  thank  God,  who  are  alive  —  interesting,  enthusiastic, 
involved,  and  they  bring  other  people  alive  just  by  being  themselves  among 
them. 

I  remember  hearing  E.  Stanley  Jones.  "Today”  was  the  greatest  time  that  he 
had  ever  seen.  Everything  was  exciting  and  significant. 

Do  people  talk  like  that  about  you  and  me?  If  you  are  a  wife,  does  anybody 
say  of  you  what  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  said  of  his  wife:  “For  fifty  years  she 
made  life  poetry  for  me.” 

Or  if  you  are  a  teacher,  will  anyone  say  of  you  what  Lewis  Mumford  said  of 
Professor  Patrick  Geddes  of  Edinburgh?  “He  made  your  mind  all  windows  — 
windows  on  to  the  past,  windows  on  to  the  future.” 

Or,  if  you  are  a  father,  can  your  children  say  of  you  what  Lord  Grey  said  of 
his  father:  “He  lighted  so  many  fires  in  cold  rooms.” 

Poetry,  windows,  fire!  All  life-enhancers,  life  begetters,  for  only  life  begets 
life. 

But  what  of  Jesus?  Can  He  bring  us  alive?  I  can  only  speak  for  myself.  I 
meet  Him  every  day.  He  is  the  molder  of  the  lives  of  those  people  I  admire  the 
most.  My  private  world  is  haunted  by  Him.  He  is  the  enemy  of  all  that  is  small, 
base  and  mean.  He  humanizes  my  ideas  of  God.  He  puts  compassion  and 
humility  into  my  relationships  with  others. 

Because  He  lives,  I  live  also.  I  live,  here  and  now  with  greater  zest  than  I 
otherwise  would.  What  lies  beyond  this  world  has  exciting  possibilities  beyond 
my  imagining,  but  I  am  content  to  leave  it  in  God’s  hands.  Enough  for  me  to  re¬ 
spond  gratefully  to  what  I  experience  as  I  go  about  each  day’s  living. 


In  Memoriam 

Daisy  Trice,  wife  of  deceased  Louisiana  Conference  minister  Rev.  Anderson  C. 
Trice  died  April  23, 1988.  She  was  87  years  old.  Mrs.  Trice  is  survived  by  Marie  Stamp- 
ley  of  Roxie,  Mississippi. 
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Hers  I  Stand 

Renewing  our  outreach  to  youths  need  to  hear  daily  calls  to  prayer 

Are  there  signs  pointing  to  renewed  welcome.  Outreach  to  youths  has  lan-  %/  MT  %/ 

concern  for  young  people  in  the  church?  guished  in  many  congregations  during  By  JEAN  R.  ROTHE  But  today  we  need  to  be  called  to  more  Have  you  ever  called  the  wrong  party  ize  we  cannot  handle  ourselves,  but  an 

We  earnestly  hope  so.  recent  years.  For  weeks  the  leaders  of  our  country  frequent  prayer.  1  am  suggesting  that  in  and  discovered  someone  who  was  so  era-  oneoine  accompaniment  to  the  sounds 


Are  there  signs  pointing  to  renewed 
concern  for  young  people  in  the  church? 

We  earnestly  hope  so. 

Perceptive  readers  may  have  noticed 
several  indications  of  that  possibility  in  re¬ 
cent  issues  of  the  Reporter.  For  example: 

•A  June  10  "Here  I  Stand”  column 
called  for  adults  to  show  more  active  in¬ 
terest  in  young  people  by  making  them 
feel  a  part  of  the  Christian  community. 

"They  are  the  hope  of  the  future,” 
wrote  Evadna  Burba  of  Paradise  Valley, 
Ariz.  “We  need  to  listen  to  them  . . .  there¬ 
by  acknowledging  that  they  too  belong.” 

•  A  May  27  "Letter  to  the  Editor"  en¬ 
couraged  adults  to  “pray  for  the  young 
people  of  your  church.” 

"Pray  for  their  souls,  for  their  courage 
to  stand  for  what  is  right;  and  pray  that 
they  will  remain  steadfast  in  their  belief 
and  willingness  to  be  children  of  God,” 
wrote  Chris  Craft  of  Napoleon,  Ohio. 

•A  May  20  "Letter  to  the  Editor” 
commended  six  young  people  whose  es¬ 
says  received  top  awards  in  a  contest 
sponsored  by  the  Reporter  and  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Church  an  Society. 

"We  need  to  listen  to  our  youth,”  wrote 
Charles  Redman  of  Las  Cruces,  N.M.. 

•Since  April  29,  some  40  ads  seeking 
people  to  work  with  youths  in  the  church 
have  appeared  in  the  Reporter’s  classi¬ 
fied  advertising  section. 

The  ads,  some  of  which  have  appeared 
more  than  once,  come  from  all  parts  of 
the  United  States.  They  reflect  a  great 
desire  to  involve  children,  youths  and 
young  adults  meaningfully  in  the  life  of 
the  church. 

Such  straws  in  the  wind,  as  these  are 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


welcome.  Outreach  to  youths  has  lan¬ 
guished  in  many  congregations  during 
recent  years. 

In  fact,  such  congregations  may  be 
more  in  the  majority  than  in  the  minor¬ 
ity.  For  example,  a  1986  survey  of  United 
Methodist  congregations  found  that  the 
most  severe  drop-out  rate  during  the 
1970s  was  among  people  who  today  are 
voting  adults. 

In  other  words,  when  people  in  that 
age  group  were  teens  and  pre-teens,  the 
church  failed  to  graft  vast  numbers  of 
them  into  the  life  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

"They  are  truly  our  missing  genera¬ 
tion,”  the  study  concludes. 

As  United  Methodist  Christians,  we 
cannot  afford  another  "missing  genera¬ 
tion."  We  need  to  be  far  more  actively 
committed  than  we  have  been  to  (1)  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  with  our  young  people  and 
(2)  incorporating  them  into  the  life  of  the 
Christian  community. 

At  stake  is  the  spiritual  well-being  of 
our  children,  our  future  vitality  as  a 
church  and  our  survival  as  one  part  of 
the  total  body  of  Christ. 

Sum...cr  months  are  good  not  only  for 
vacations.  They  provide  a  good  time  also 
for  congregations  to  assess  the  quality  of 
their  outreach  to  children  and  youths.  At 
least  the  following  questions  should  be 
answered  as  part  of  such  an  evaluation: 

f  What  signs  suggest  that  your  con¬ 
gregation  has,  or  has  not,  made  an  effec¬ 
tive,  ongoing  commitment  to  nurture  its 
young  people  in  the  Christian  faith? 

/  How  might  your  congregation  most 
effectively  enhance  that  commitment— 
or  see  that  one  is  soon  made? 


By  JEAN  R.  ROTHE 

For  weeks  the  leaders  of  our  country 
had  assembled  at  the  constitutional  con¬ 
vention,  where  they  endeavored  to  write 
the  Constitution  of  the  original  13  states. 

The  convention  seemed  to  be  hopeless¬ 
ly  deadlocked  among  different  factions, 
and  hope  of  accomplishing  the  work  they 
had  set  out  to  do  was  dwindling. 

Finally  Benjamin  Franklin  proposed 
that  inasmuch  as  they  had  arrived  no¬ 
where  under  their  own  power,  they 
should  ask  for  divine  guidance. 

The  assembly  went  into  a  session  of 
prayer,  and  from  then  on  there  was  an  en¬ 
tirely  different  attitude  among  the  dele¬ 
gates.  After  numerous  compromises,  the 
delegates  emerged  with  the  Constitution 
they  offered  for  ratification  to  the  states. 

Our  country  was  founded  on  prayer. 
Do  we  still  believe  in  prayer? 

Postmarked  letters  have  reminded  us 
to  "Pray  for  Peace,”  and  in  times  of  dif¬ 
ficulty,  we  remember  to  pray.  That  is 
good,  but  it  is  not  enough. 

We  don’t  always  have  quiet  place 

We  have  learned  we  don't  always  have 
a  quiet  place  apart  in  which  to  pray,  al¬ 
though  at  times  withdrawal  and  quiet 
are  essential. 

Some  are  familiar  with  the  painting, 
“The  Angelus,"  by  the  French  artist  Mil¬ 
let.  In  the  painting,  two  peasant  workers 
have  stopped  in  the  field  to  stand  with 
folded  hands  and  bowed  heads  as  they 
observe  the  call  of  the  Angelus  bell,  rung 
to  remind  the  people  to  pause  for  prayer. 

Here  and  there  church  bells  ring  out 
across  the  land  calling  us  to  worship. 


Jean  Rothe 


But  today  we  need  to  be  called  to  more 
frequent  prayer.  I  am  suggesting  that  in 
our  busy  lives,  we  might  substitute  for 
"The  Angelus"  the  modern  bells  and 
sounds  that  com-| 
mand  our  attention. 

A  doorbell,  with  its  I 
insistent  ringing,  de-j 
mands  we  answer,! 
whether  we  feel  or  I 
appear  our  best  or| 
not. 

During  the  Great  I 
Depression  a  Chris¬ 
tian  woman  went  to  her  door  to  answer 
the  call  of  what  turned  out  to  be  a  sales¬ 
man,  and  it  was  in  the  day  when  such 
salespeople  were  numerous.  She  listened 
to  the  man,  yet  bought  nothing,  being 
poor  herself. 

Thanks  for  being  kind’ 

But  as  he  was  about  to  leave,  he  said 
with  an  almost  pitiful  gratitude,  “Well, 
thanks  for  being  kind.” 

I  am  suggesting  that  when  we  answer 
the  doorbell,  we  be  aware  that  we  will 
make  a  human  contact  and  that  we  lift 
our  spirit  in  a  moment  of  prayer  that 
this  contact  may  be  Christlike.  You  can 
pray  even  while  you  move  to  do  what  the 
bell  commands. 

The  jingling  of  the  telephone  is  anoth¬ 
er  bell  that  demands  our  attention. 

We  can  put  God’s  love  even  into  this 
contact  if  we  think  of  it  as  our  Angelus— 
our  call  to  prayer.  A  momentary  lift  of 
our  hearts  in  prayer  before  we  answer  can 
bless  us  and  the  one  with  whom  we  talk  as 
well,  helping  us  be  kind  and  concerned. 


Have  you  ever  called  the  wrong  party 
and  discovered  someone  who  was  so  gra¬ 
cious  to  you  that  you  wished  you  knew 
that  one  personally?  Such  graciousness 
is  rather  rare. 

Likewise,  a  flash-prayer  to  respond 
wisely  when  you  have  called  a  wrong 
number  could  be  said. 

An  active  youth  leader  once  told  me 
that  when  he  couldn’t  reach  the  phone 
number  he  was  trying  to  call,  he  used 
those  moments  for  prayer.  That  time, 
too  often  wasted,  can  be  our  Angelus. 

Sirens  prompt  prayers 

Some  who  pray  use  the  sharp  sound  of  a 
siren,  which  lets  us  know  an  ambulance  or 
other  emergency  vehicle  is  being  sum¬ 
moned,  to  remind  themselves  that  others 
are  in  difficulty.  A  quick  prayer  is  offered 
for  someone  in  need  of  help. 

Perhaps  you  are  caring  for  someone 
who  is  ill.  The  summons  of  their  bell  or 
voice  to  the  bedside,  brings  a  moment  of 
thanks  to  God  that  you  are  able  to  help 
someone  in  need. 

A  friend  who  is  a  growing  Christian 
once  asked:  “How  can  I  stop  thinking  of 
my  own  ailment  when  I  have  to  take  a 
pill  every  three  hours?” 

Perhaps  she  could  set  an  alarm  and 
think  of  that  time  as  her  Angelus  and  lift 
another  in  need  of  prayer. 

The  many  sounds  that  surround  us, 
from  the  crowing  of  a  cock  to  the  noise 
of  a  plane  or  a  passing  car,  can  remind 
us  to  pray  flash  prayers  if  we  were  to  be¬ 
come  sensitive  to  such  opportunities. 

Prayer  need  not  be  an  occasional  ap¬ 
peal,  used  only  for  emergencies  we  real¬ 


ize  we  cannot  handle  ourselves,  but  an 
ongoing  accompaniment  to  the  sounds 
and  busyness  of  the  day— until  we  real¬ 
ize  we  are  not  alone. 

God  is  just  waiting  for  our  call  to  ad¬ 
minister  to  our  needs  and  the  needs  of  the 
world.  Grief,  torture,  hunger  or  other 
needs  are  often  revealed  to  us  through  the 
sounds  and  voices  on  radio  and  television. 

And  our  final  prayer  is  that  we  not  just 
be  an  audience  to  the  need  but  that  God 
use  us  to  help  diminish  that  need. 

If  you  ever  played  a  game  of  “listen¬ 
ing"  with  a  child,  awaiting  whatever 
sound  is  carried  to  the  ear,  one  says  "I 
hear  a  car,  and  the  other  may  reply  "I 
hear  a  bird.” 

We  may  hear  God  responding 

As  both  quietly  await  the  receiving  of 
sound,  there  is  transmitted  a  perception 
of  how  listening  and  praying  interact. 
And  in  all  that,  we  may  hear  God  re¬ 
sponding  to  our  prayers  with  insights  we 
really  needed. 

Our  receptivity  to  sounds  that  call  us 
to  prayer  can  extend  as  well  to  prayers 
for  what  we  see,  feel,  sense  or  otherwise 
perceive.  We  may  learn  from  others 
without  hearing,  sight  or  motion. 

It  is  the  use  of  common  factors  in  our 
lives — the  sights,  sounds,  smells,  tex¬ 
tures  of  our  existences— that  call  to  us 
as  reminders  to  pray  “without  ceasing.” 

" Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Jean  B.  Rothe  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Chico.  Calif.  (Calif ornia-Nevada  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 


Conference  misunderstands  official  language  effort 

Pontius'  Puddle 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  disappointed  that  the  General 
Conference  voted  to  oppose  the  move¬ 
ment  to  make  English  the  official  lan¬ 
guage  of  this  country. 

The  reported  reason  for  this  action— 
that  the  movement  smacks  of  racial 
prejudice  and  jingoism— is  irrational. 

While  English  is  spoken  by  people  of 
all  three  races  in  many  countries,  it  is 
not  the  typical  language  of  any  race. 

The  label  “jingoism,”  which  implies  a 
contemptuous  attitude  to  others,  doesn’t 
properly  describe  the  movement  to 
make  English  our  official  language. 

A  common  language  is  very  important 
for  the  welfare  of  a  nation  and  its  citizens. 
One  of  the  prerequisites  for  U.S.  citizen¬ 
ship  is  rudimentary  knowledge  of  English. 

We  should  encourage  continued  develop¬ 
ment  of  new  citizens’  command  of  English 
so  that  they  may  avail  themselves  of  all 
opportunities  that  U.S.  citizenship  offers. 

Throughout  the  history  of  our  country, 
there  have  been  problems  with  immi¬ 
grant  groups  who  have  gathered  in  na¬ 
tionalistic  clusters.  They  have  tended  to 
retain  their  native  language,  and  that 
has  delayed  the  realization  of  the  dreams 
that  brought  them  to  this  country. 

While  members  of  the  nationalistic 
settlements  were  troubled  with  under¬ 
employment  and  poverty,  many  of  their 
fellow  immigrants  who  immersed  them¬ 
selves  in  the  mainstream  of  American 
life  made  rapid  progress  both  socially 
and  economically. 

In  recent  years  political  activists  and 
legalistic  mischief  makers  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  further  impede  the  Ameri¬ 
canization  of  unassimilated  citizens  by 
promoting  laws  and  court  actions  that 
require  the  teaching  of  their  children  and 
the  publication  of  government  docu¬ 
ments  in  various  foreign  languages. 

Without  the  immediate  need  to  use  the 
language  and  to  cultivate  the  new  cul¬ 
ture,  the  groups  may  be  retarded  anoth¬ 
er  generation  before  becoming  an 
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integral  part  of  our  country. 

We  must  thwart  the  efforts  of  those 
who  would  fragment  our  society  and  thus 
reduce  the  opportunities  of  those  that 
they  pretend  to  be  helping. 

William  T.  Myers  Jr. 

San  Diego,  California 

Reverse  racism  involved 

To  the  Editor: 

A  mass  of  misunderstanding  and  mis¬ 
information  is  what  I  call  the  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  action  against  making 
English  the  official  language  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Yes,  there  is  an  element  of  racism 
here  but  not  in  the  normal  sense.  The 
racism  appears  when  you  demand  that 
your  mother  tongue  (or  that  of  your  ante¬ 
cedents)  appear  on  the  ballot  (or  whatev¬ 
er)  in  preference  to  the  language  of  my 
antecedents  because  I  cam#from  a  dif¬ 
ferent  country. 

A  common  official  language  is  one  of 
the  most  powerful  unifying  forces  of 
which  one  can  conceive.  Isn’t  unity  some¬ 
thing  we  desperately  want  and  need? 

We  can  continue  all  of  the  celebrations 
and  customs  of  the  motherland  to  our 
heart’s  content  and  greet  each  other  in 
whatever  language  we  choose.  Our  land 
will  be  richer  for  the  grand  mixture  of 
cultures. 

Perhaps  my  short-sighted  brethren 
would  prefer  we  be  like  Switzerland 
where  everything  is  printed  in  French, 
German  and  Italian. 

Racism  has  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with  an  official  language,  just  as  in  1776, 
when  the  idea  of  writing  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  in  10  languages  surely 
occurred  to  Thomas  Jefferson. 

Warren  S.  Sellers 
Morristown,  Pennsylvania 

We  should  be  loyal  to  God 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  very  touched  by  the  loyalty  and 
patriotism  exhibited  by  G.  Weir  Hart¬ 
man  (see  UMR  Letters,  June  3)  concern¬ 
ing  the  opposition  by  the  General 
Conference  to  make  English  the  official 
language  of  the  United  States. 

I  was  also  deeply  troubled,  however, 
by  the  statement,  “Different  languages 
create  disloyalty,  and  at  least  diverse 


loyalty,  that  tend  to  weaken  the  central 
loyalty  to  our  country.” 

-  Our  God  commands  us  to  love  not  based 
on  race,  religion  or  language  but  simply 
based  on  our  love  for  Him  (1  John  4:19). 

If  we  truly  love  one  another,  how  can 
any  disloyalty  spring  up  among  us? 

It  is  imperative  that  we  cease  being  loy¬ 
al  to  our  country  and  begin  to  be  loyal  to 
our  God.  If  we  are  united  as  Christians  by 
our  love  for  our  God,  our  country  could 
crumble  and  fall  prey  to  our  enemies  and 
it  would  not  deter  our  purpose  in  life. 

And  that  purpose,  as  Christians,  is  to 
live  life  for  our  God  “so  that  we  may 
have  confidence  in  the  day  of  judgment 
(1  John  4:17). 

Christians  should  be  challenged  to  get 
loyal  to  God  rather  than  the  United 
States  and  to  love  humbly  rather  than 
scoff  proudly  at  our  non-American 
brothers  and  sisters. 

'  Teresa  Thompson 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 


WOW.  A  CARPET  OP  LUSH  &RASS  DOTTED  WITH 
TORQOO'SE  LAKES  LINED  3Y  EMERALD  TREES 
SET  AGAINST  A  LAVENDER  MOUNTAIN  RANGE 
—  ALL  SHOWCASED  UNDER  AN  AXORE  SKY' 


OOD  MAKES  A  GREAT 
EXTERIOR  DECORATOR. 


‘sun,’  not  ‘sin’ 


Make  that 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  printing  my  letter  (see 
UMR,  May  27),  though  perhaps  I 
shouldn’t  call  it  “my”  letter  since  most 


of  the  words  were  John  Wesley’s. 

Perhaps  you  could  print  a  correction: 
Wesley  did  not  say  that  “a  man  of  truly 
catholic  spirit ...  is  fixed  as  the  sin"  but 
“fixed  as  the  sun.” 

Robert  Hellam 
Seaside,  California 

Let’s  remember  roots 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  on  the  Methodist  obser¬ 


vance  in  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral  (see  UMR, 
June  3)  was  very  enjoyable.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  the  author  failed  to  note  several 
things  that  “connected”  this  service  to 
an  Anglican  Cathedral. 

First,  the  service  was  held  not  only  in 
the  presence  of  the  Queen  (the  head  of  the 
Church  of  England)  but  also  the  archbish¬ 
op  of  Canterbury  (the  spiritual  head  of  the 
Church  of  England  and,  in  fact,  the  world¬ 
wide  Anglican  Communion,  which  includes 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country).  The 


archbishop  gave  the  final  blessing. 

Second,  John  Wesley  attended  Even¬ 
song  at  St.  Paul’s  just  before  going  to  Al- 
dersgate,  where  he  experienced  bis 
"conversion." 

Third,  both  John  and  Charles  Wesley 
lived  and  died  as  priests  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

Historical  accuracy  demands  this  con¬ 
nection  with  Methodism’s  roots. 

Travers  C.  Koemer 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


My  Witness 


I’m  going  to  stop  assuming  and  start  doing 


By  SUZANNE  WERNETT 

Having  just  returned  from  a  most 
meaningful  trip  to  the  Holy  Land,  I  be¬ 
came  aware  of  how  often  I  make  “wrong 
assumptions!” 

For  instance,  before  we  left,  I  “as¬ 
sumed”  Israel  was  a  dangerous  country 
to  visit,  especially  after  watching  the 
daily  news  reports  on  TV  and  reading  the 
newspapers. 

Different  people  said,  “You’re  not  go¬ 
ing  there  now,  are  you?”  A  few  days  be¬ 
fore  we  were  to  leave,  I  almost  backed 
out  and  stayed  home.  I  figured  the  $50 
service  charge  for  canceling  would  be 
well  worth  it  to  me. 

Funny  thing,  during  our  Sunday  worship 
service  and  after  asking  many  to  keep  us 
in  their  prayers,  I  decided  to  “go  ahead” 
and  leave  with  my  husband  the  next  day. 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


It  wasn’t  an  “over-powering"  feeling  I 
had.  Rather,  it  was  more  peaceful.  I 
guess  I  needed  such  a  feeling  to  be  able 
to  go  into  a  non-  ,  . 
peaceful  environ-  g  d  \  \ 

ment. 

I  can  honestly  tell 
you  that  throughout  j 
our  10  days  in  Israel, 

I  didn’t  feel  scared. 

Our  guide  was  Jew¬ 
ish  and  informed  us 
we  wouldn’t  be  trav-  Suzanne  Wernett 
eling  in  the  "disturbed  areas.” 

I  became  aware  of  all  the  uncertainties 
that  existed  when  Jesus  walked  the  land 
so  many  years  before.  He  wasn't  scared, 
and  He  certainly  didn’t  stay  home  and 
hide  (as  I  would  have  been  doing). 

My  assumption  that  tourists  wouldn’t 


‘Tend  to  business’  style  leaves  us  a  model 


A  veteran  foot  soldier  in  the  trenches  of 
religious  journalism  retired  recently,  and 
she  merits  a  few  words  of  appreciation. 

Frances  Smith  exhibits  an  outward 
crustiness  born  of  decades  of  news  re¬ 
porting  in  Geneva,  Switzerland,  with  the 
World  Council  of  Churches  and  in  New 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible  (RSV) — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

".  .  .  A  thorn  was  given  me  in  the  flesh, 
a  messenger  of  Satan,  to  harass  me,  to 
keep  me  from  being  too  elated.  Three 
times  I  besought  the  Lord  about  this,  that 
it  should  leave  me;  but  he  said  to  me,  ‘My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  you,  for  my  power 
is  made  perfect  in  weakness.’  ” 


John  Lovelace 


Book 


Chaptei 


Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Psalms  119:105) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  20 

Monday:  Psalms  48 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  5:1-12 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  5:17-25 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  6:3-13 
Friday:  Mark  4:35-41 
Saturday:  Mark  5:1-20 
Sunday:  Mark  5:21-43 


York  with  the  United  Methodist  News 
Service. 

But  beneath  the  crustiness  is  a  deter¬ 
mined  dedication  toi 
cut  the  bull,  get  thel 
facts,  write  the  sto-l 
ry,  meet  the  dead- 1 
line.  In  short,  to  tend  | 
to  business. 

George  Cornell,  I 
legendary  religion  | 
writer  for  the  Asso¬ 
ciated  Press,  con¬ 
fessed  at  a  retirement  dinner  for 
Frances  recently  in  St.  Louis  that  he  had 
“stood  on  her  shoulders”  many  times, 
building  his  world-circulated  stories 
around  facts  supplied  by  Frances  in  her 
role  as  either  ecumenical  or  denomina¬ 
tional  publicist. 

Her  own  articles  have  appeared  in  this 
newspaper  more  often  than  most  readers 
might  realize,  in  part  because  they  were 
not  always  under  her  byline  (more  on 
that  subject  later). 

A  Presbyterian  with  Texas  roots, 
Frances  has  worked  with  some  ecumeni¬ 
cal  giants  of  the  century,  including  all  four 
general  secretaries  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches.  He*  slight  frame  wouldn't  have 
been  a  physical  match  for  WCC  executives 
like  Eugene  Carson  Blake  or  Philip  Potter, 
but  her  hair  isn’t  red,  and  her  demeanor 
isn’t  feisty  for  nothing. 

1  recalled  recently,  while  responding 


to  a  request  to  say  a  few  words  at  her  re¬ 
tirement  dinner,  that  Frances,  like  any 
other  good  journalist,  appreciates  seeing 
her  byline  in  print. 

A  couple  of  years  back,  I  said,  she  had 
inquired,  discreetly,  how  that  might  be 
possible  in  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er.  seeing  as  how  some  of  her  United 
Methodist  News  Service  colleagues  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  receiving  that  treatment 
more  often  than  she. 

"I  sent  the  word,  indirectly,  what 
might  be  necessary,”  I  told  the  dinner 
crowd,  "and  Frances  sent  back  the  word, 
appreciably  more  directly,  as  to  what  / 
could  do  with  what  I  had  indicated  she 
needed  to  do.”  The  crowd  of  friends 
roared  in  full  belief  that  she  would  re¬ 
spond  so  bluntly. 

As  recently  as  last  month  Frances 
helped  staff  the  press  room  at  a  major 
ecumenical  gathering.  Meeting  dead¬ 
lines,  she  said  there,  “gets  the  adrenaline 
flowing.  I  enjoyed  it.” 

Reporting  and  writing  news  in  the  world 
of  religion  has  its  own  rewards,  merging, 
as  it  does,  the  pell-mell  pace  of  deadlines 
with  the  eternal  verities  of  religious  faith. 
Frances  Smith  has  merged  the  two  about 
as  well  as  anyone  I’ve  known. 

Her  "tend  to  business”  style  is  a  model 
for  putting  faith  into  practice.  Most  of 
us,  regardless  of  our  vocations,  could  do 
worse  than  emulate  it. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


be  welcome  was  completely  off  base. 
Had  I  stayed  home  because  of  that,  I 
would  have  missed  out  on  one  of  the 
most  significant  trips  of  my  life,  being 
and  seeing  where  our  Lord  ministered. 

Truly,  I  wish  every  Christian  could  ex¬ 
perience  being  in  “His  land.”  I  feel  so 
strongly  about  it  that  my  husband  and  I 
plan  to  take  a  group  to  Israel  ourselves 
next  year. 

I’m  not  going  to  assume  that  people 
can’t  afford  it.  They  might  be  afraid,  as  I 
was.  Or  they  might  not  be  interested. 

The  first  step  is  to  ask!  Someone  had 
to  ask  us  to  go  on  the  trip  because  we 
hadn’t  been  thinking  of  going  right  now. 

So  it  is  within  our  church  community. 
We  so  often  assume  “Mary  Black” 
doesn’t  want  anyone  to  visit  her  (she  has 
her  children,  doesn’t  she?). 

“Mr.  Jones”  can’t  be  lonely  just  be¬ 
cause  his  wife  died  (why  he  has  more 
friends  than  anyone  I  know)— and  so  on. 

You  and  I  are  all  too  familiar  with 
that  on-going  list  of  “assumptions.”  And, 
as  a  result,  so  often  nothing  happens. 

One  last  example  of  wrong  assuming 
on  my  part.  Last  year,  when  my  husband 
announced  he  was  resigning  from  the 
pastorate  and  going  back  to  being  on 


“special  appointment,”  I  assumed  tfie 
whole  congregation  would  be  negative 
and  upset. 

I  was  all  concerned  and  worried  ho\y  it 
would  be  with  us  still  living  in  the  same 
town  and  attending  the  same  church  with 
a  new  minister. 

Not  too  often,  in  the  United  Methodist 
system,  does  the  former  pastor  continue 
to  stay  as  we  had  chosen  to  do.  Well,'  it 
couldn’t  have  worked  out  better.  We  con¬ 
tinue  to  worship  and  interact  with  (he 
new  pastor  and  our  former  congregation. 

Since  being  back  home  and  reflecting, 

I  definitely  have  decided  to  put  my  as¬ 
suming  on  the  back  burner  and  instead 
be  more  active  in  doing,  which  is  more 
wholesome  and  more  a  part  of  our  Chf^ 
tian  duty.  ; 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Suzanne  Wernett  is  a  member- of 
First %  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ban¬ 
gor.  Pa.  (Eastern  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference).  /•  V 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  'for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275: 


Li 


ALDERSGATE  88 

A  National  Conference  on  the  Holy  Spirit 

AUGUST  4-7 

PITTSBURGH,  PA  (Duquesne  University) 


Join  us  for  a  gathering  of  Christians  from  across  the  country, 
a  celebration  of  covenant  renewal.  The  celebration  includes  ad¬ 
dresses  by  Dr.  Tommy  Tyson,  Bill  Beatty,  Roger  Nelson,  Larry 
Eddings  and  Bishop  James  M.  Ault. 

Speakers,  seminars  and  services  to  renew  the  spirit  through 
Christ. 

For  brochure  information  and  registration,  contact: 

ALDERSGATE  ’88 

1245  Bedford  Road 
Bedford,  Texas  76021 


or  call: 

(817)  283-5536 
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Christians  becoming  ‘wise  as  serpents’ 

UM  police  chaplain  urges  churches  to  be  safer  in  the  sanctuary 


Houston  UM  church  struggles 
to  balance  security,  ministry 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  does  a  church  balance  its  safety  with 
the  imperatives— and  consequently  the  vul¬ 
nerability— of  miiiistry? 

United  Methodism’s  largest  congregation, 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Houston, 
has  had  to  confront  that  question  directly. 

The  Rev.  Eric  T.  Anderson,  associate  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  13,000-member  congregation,  was 
fatally  shot  May  5,  1986,  in  his  office  by  a 
member  who  had  been  receiving  counseling 
from  another  minister  on  the  church’s  staff. 
The  member  was  reported  to  have  a  history 
of  mental  illness. 

A  recent  national  ecumenical  newsletter, 
in  its  reference  to  that  murder,  quotes  the 
Rev.  Chester  R.  Steele,  administrator  of  First 
UMC,  as  saying:  “It’s  reached  the  point  that 
even  churches  in  smaller  towns  can’t  leave 
their  doors  open  or  chapel  unlocked  without 
people  walking  off  with  the  altar  vessels  or 


anything  else  that  isn’t  nailed  down.” 

Dr.  Steele  told  the  Reporter  that  his  church 
now  has  a  security  guard  and  an  electronic 
surveillance  system. 

“We  took  a  lot  of  criticism  when  we  erect¬ 
ed  a  fence  around  our  property,”  he  said. 
“The  fence,  and  the  landscaping  inside  it,  has 
mainly  had  an  aesthetic  benefit,  but  it  has 
helped  us  control  the  access  to  our  property.” 

Despite  Mr.  Anderson’s  murder,  which  ex¬ 
perts  in  Houston  have  said  no  amount  of  secu¬ 
rity  could  have  prevented,  and  other  safety 
matters  which  prompted  the  church  to  adopt 
stricter  building  controls,  the  Houston  church 
still  tries  to  remain  accessible  to  those  in 
need,  Dr.  Steele  said. 

“Our  chapel  is  always  open,  and  frequently 
‘street  people'  come  in,”  he  said.  “Our  minis¬ 
ters  often  invite  people  in  to  pray." 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  Rev.  Raymond  L.  Butler  believes  modern 
Christians  should  heed  Jesus’  instruction  to  be 
“wise  as  serpents”  when  it  comes  to  guarding 
against  danger  in  the  sanctuary. 

So  three  years  ago  he  began  teaching  congre¬ 
gations  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  how  to  be  safer  in 
. .  their  sanctuaries. 

.  .  “People  are  being  shot  in  churches,”  said  Mr. 

Butler,  60,  a  retired  United  Methodist  minister. 
■  “Although  it’s  no  epidemic,  the  incidence  is  in¬ 
creasing.  The  sanctuary  is  no  longer  a  sanctu¬ 
ary.” 

Mr.  Butler’s  contention  is  supported  by  the 
'  April  1988  issue  of  “Grapevine,”  published  by 
1  the  Joint  Strategy  and  Action  Committee,  a  New 
York-based  coalition  of  national  mission  agen¬ 
cies  of  some  Christian  denominations.  United 
Methodist  participation  in  the  coalition  consists 
of  informal  contacts  among  staff  rather  than 
membership. 

The  newsletter  documents  instances  nation¬ 
wide  wherein  churches,  including  United  Meth¬ 
odist  churches,  were  vandalized  or  burglarized 
or  personnel  were  attacked. 

In  Mr.  Butler’s  hometown  of  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
one  of  his  friends,  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Gill  of  the  Free 
Methodist  Church,  was  beaten  and  robbed  by 
two  intruders  who  entered  his  unlocked  office. 

“Mr.  Gill’s  a  lot  more  in  our  corner  now,”  Mr. 
Butler  said. 

Mr.  Butler  said  his  concern  for  church  securi¬ 
ty  grows  out  of  his  experience  in  crisis  interven¬ 
tion  since  1952,  when  he  became  a  part-time 
police  officer  and  later  a  volunteer  firefighter. 

He  hag  served  as  volunteer  chaplain  for  the 
Mansfield  Public  Safety  Department  and  the  Rich¬ 
land  County  Sheriff’s  Department  and  recently 


completed  requirements  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff. 

The  line  between  safety  and  danger  in  minis¬ 
try  is  a  fine  one,  said  Mr.  Butler. 

“As  a  police  chaplain  I  work  with  people  who 
I  know  will  kill  me  just  as  easily  as  look  at  me,” 
he  said.  “I  have  to  be  very  careful.” 

In  his  region  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Butler  said,  he  gives 
seminars,  co-sponsored  by  local  police  depart¬ 
ments,  that  cover  everything  from  evacuation 
techniques  to  firearms  to  psychology. 


“We  stress  awareness,  not  fear,”  he  emphasized 
Part  of  the  seminar  teaches  pastors,  ushers 
and  members  how  to  respond  to  an  intruder. 

“There  are  a  lot  of  ‘walking  wounded’  out  in 
the  world,”  Mr.  Butler  said.  “We  bring  in  a  psy¬ 
chiatric  nurse  or  doctor  to  help  people  under¬ 
stand  how  to  deal  with  someone  who  might  be 
deranged.  We  teach  ushers  how  to  surround  a 
person  and  get  them  out  of  a  sanctuary  without 
touching  them.” 


Mr.  Butler  said  that  not  touching  an  intruder 
is  stressed  because  the  intruder  may  know  mar¬ 
tial  arts,  in  which  “a  quick,  one-handed  move¬ 
ment  can  put  an  usher  on  the  floor.” 

Other  portions  of  the  seminars  include  demon¬ 
strations  of  firearms  to  give  congregations  a 
concrete  idea  of  how  destructive  some  weapons 
can  be. 

“A  man  with  a  semiautomatic  9-mm  pistol 
can  fire  12  shots  in  15  seconds— if  he’s  slow  re¬ 
placing  the  clips  [that  hold  the  bullets],”  Mr.  But¬ 
ler  said.  “The  Uzi  machine  gun  fires  30  shots  in  a 
couple  of  seconds.” 

There  are  other  crises  for  which  pastors,  staff 
and  congregations  should  be  prepared,  Mr.  But¬ 
ler  said. 

Medical  emergencies  such  as  heart  attacks, 
weather  emergencies  such  as  tornadoes  or  fires 
in  the  church  are  three  of  many  situations  in 
which  calm  response  can  save  lives,  he  empha¬ 
sized. 

“In  our  seminars  we  do  a  section  on  evacua¬ 
tion,"  he  explained.  “For  instance,  in  my  own 
church,  the  Church  of  the  Cross  in  Lexington, 
Ohio,  the  nursery  is  back  near  the  choir. 

“In  case  of  an  evacuation,  parents  would  be 
going  against  the  traffic  to  try  to  get  their  chil¬ 
dren,  so  it’s  the  choir’s  job  to  evacuate  the  nurs¬ 
ery.  We  ask  people  to  pick  up  their  children  in 
the  parking  lot.” 

Local  police  and  fire  departments  can  show  a 
congregation  how  to  improve  its  security  and 
can  educate  staff  and  volunteers  about  safety 
practices,  Mr.  Butler  suggested. 

In  return,  the  congregation  can  put  their 
town’s  public  safety  departments  on  their 
prayer  lists,  he  added. 

“For  years  I’ve  said,  ‘The  sound  of  the  siren  is 
the  call  to  prayer,’  ”  Mr.  Butler  said. 


“We  ask  people  whenever  they  hear  a  siren  to 
breathe  a  prayer.  They  don’t  have  to  know  why 
or  where,  but  they  can  pray  that  the  Almighty 
Who  knows  all  will  hear  them  intercede. 

“When  you  hear  a  siren,  you  know  someone  is 
hurting.  Pray  for  the  ambulance  driver.  Pray 
for  the  rescuers  to  have  good  recall  and  re¬ 
sponse.  Pray  for  the  officers’  sensitivities  in  life- 
or-death  judgments.  Pray  they’ll  be  acutely 
aware  and  not  be  killed  or  wounded  or  acciden¬ 
tally  hurt  an  innocent  person. 

“Pray  without  ceasing.” 
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MANSFIELD,  Ohio— The  Rev.  Raymond 
Butler,  a  retired  United  Methodist  pastor 
who  has  become  a  sheriff’s  deputy,  teaches 
congregations  how  to  be  safer  in  church. 


Convoy  bearing  UM  gifts 
rolls  south  to  Nicaragua 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
>  Associate  Editor 

'j  A  United  Methodist  minister  is 
among  103  participants  in  a  “Veter¬ 
ans  Peace  Convoy”  bound  for  Nicara¬ 
gua  this  week  after  a  six-day  delay  at 
;  the  U.S.-Mexico  border  near  Laredo. 

;  The  Rev.  Eric  Swanfeldt  of  Uncas- 
;>  ville,  Conn.,  told  the  Reporter  that 
;*•  U.S.  Customs  officials  June  10  finally 
j  waived  the  posting  of  bonds  normally 
*.  required  under  federal  law. 

Charles  Conroy,  a  Houston-based 
public  relations  official  with  the  U.S. 

Customs  Service,  said  that  a  1985  fed¬ 
eral  trade  embargo— the  Nicaragua 
Trade  Control  Regulations— prohibits 
exporting  vehicles  to  Nicaragua. 

Violations  can  draw  fines  of  up  to 
$50,000  and/or  up  to  10  years  in  pris¬ 
on,  he  said. 

Participants  in  the  convoy  were 
told  the  law  requires  that  the  37  vehi¬ 
cles  would  have  to  be  returned  to  the 
United  States  within  30  days,  said  Mr. 

Conroy. 

Vehicles  in  the  peace  convoy— 
mostly  pickups,  but  including  three 
buses  and  a  larger  truck— are  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  donated  to  schools,  churches, 
community  centers  and  other  groups 
in  Nicaragua,  according  to  organizers 
of  the  convoy. 

Donna  Terry,  lay  leader  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Uncas- 
ville,  Conn.,  sponsoring  one  of  the  ve¬ 
hicles,  told  the  Reporter  the  convoy 
halted  at  Laredo  June  7  when  U.S. 

Customs  officials  asked  drivers  to 
post  the  bonds. 

Mr.  Swanfeldt,  pastor  of  Uncasville 
UMC  in  the  Southern  New  England 
conference,  is  driving  a  1984  Toyota 
truck  in  the  convoy.  The  truck  is  one 
of  two  purchased  by  the  conference, 

•  which  has  a  covenant  relationship 
with  a  Nicaraguan  church— La  Igle- 
sia  de  Cristo  de  Nicaragua— he  said. 

A  third  United  Methodist  vehicle, 
donated  by  Carol  Cavness  Walker,  a 
UM  peace  with  justice  educator  from 
Austin,  Texas,  is  intended  for  use  by 
the  Nicaraguan  Red  Cross,  said  an  of- 
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C0KES8URY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 

Presents 

Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 

in  a  "live"  Bible  study  each  Sunday  eve¬ 
ning  in  June  and  July. 

Beginning  June  12,  an  exciting  new  television  correspondence 
Bible  study  taught  by  one  of  America’s  most  dynamic  and 
respected  authors  and  Bible  scholars  will  be  presented  live  via 
satellite  with  opportunity  to  call  in  questions  to  be  answered. 

More  Than  Conquerors 

Bible  Study  for  Christian  Living 

7:30  -  8:30  p.m.  EDT 

Westar  IV  Channel  19  -  June  12,  July  3, 
10,  17,  24,  31 

Westar  IV  Channel  23  -  June  19  and  26 

Study  Guide  and  weekly  leaflets  available  from 
Cokesbury. 

ORDER  BOOKS  TOLL  FREE  1-800-672-1789 


ficial  with  the  United  Methodist  so¬ 
cial  action  agency. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
the  agency’s  chief  executive,  urged 
the  U.S.  government  to  allow  the  con¬ 
voy  to  take  the  trucks,  supplies  and 
vehicles  to  Nicaragua. 

He  said  the  convoy’s  humanitarian 
aid  “will  help  the  suffering  people  of 
Nicaragua  as  they  recover  from  the 
devastation  of  war.” 

Convoy  organizers  contend  that  the 
vehicles,  needed  to  distribute  the  sup¬ 
plies,  are  a  form  of  humanitarian  aid 
permitted  under  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Conroy  said  the  y.S.  govern¬ 
ment  was  not  exercising  “any  control 
over  these  people.” 

The  Customs  official  said  there 
were  no  seizures  or  arrests  of  convoy 
participants  at  Laredo. 

“If  they  wish  to  go  into  Mexico  and 
on  into  Nicaragua,  that’s  their  busi¬ 
ness,”  he  said.  “However,  if  they  re¬ 
turn  without  the  vehicles,  there  may 
be  some  problems  for  them.” 

The  convoy  was  initiated  by  the 
Veterans  for  Peace  organization,  and 
trucks  were  donated  by  various 
groups  across  the  United  States. 

Mrs.  Terry  said  the  convoy’s  30  tons 
of  cargo  includes  1000  sheets  of  paper 
donated  by  the  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  in  Nashville  for  printing 
Bibles  in  the  Sumo  Indian  language. 

She  said  a  12-year  translation  proj¬ 
ect  is  nearly  complete,  and  printing 
presses  are  available  in  Managua, 
Nicaragua,  to  produce  the  Bibles  for 
the  Sumos,  who  live  in  eastern  Nica¬ 
ragua.  A  shortage  of  paper  had 
stalled  the  project. 

Max  Thomas,  an  official  in  the  Pub¬ 
lishing  House’s  manufacturing  divi¬ 
sion,  said  the  paper  was  “a  small 
quantity  set  aside  and  written  off  of 
our  commercial  inventory.” 

Normally,  goods  contributed  to 
Nicaraguan  churches  are  shipped  by 
container,  which  is  much  more  expen¬ 
sive  than  is  the  cost  of  the  truck  con¬ 
voy,  said  a  Southern  New  England 
conference  spokesperson. 


Past  ballots  hold  clues  to  bishops’  elections 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— With  a  dozen  or 
more  United  Methodist  bishops  to  be 
elected  in  July  in  five  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ferences,  poll  watchers  may  want  to 
sharpen  their  predictions  with  a  review 
of  almost  a  half-century’s  balloting. 

Since  1940  in  the  former  Methodist  and 
the  United  Methodist  churches  in  the 
United  States,  which  have  elected  bish¬ 
ops  for  life,  second  and  sixth  ballots  have 
been  most  productive— 11  elections 
each— in  choosing  episcopal  leadership 
for  the  church. 

Close  behind  are  the  eighth  ballot  with 
10  and  the  fourth  ballot  with  nine. 

Bishops  in  the  former  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  Church  (EUB)  were 
elected  for  four-year  terms,  then  becom¬ 
ing  eligible  for  an  indefinite  number  of 
re-elections. 

Five  bishops  were  elected  to  their  first 
term  on  first  ballots. 


The  Methodist  Church’s  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  elected  O.  Eugene  Slater  on 
the  first  ballot  in  1960,  and  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  elected  Newell  S.  Booth  for 
service  in  Africa  on  the  first  ballot  in  1944. 

Since  1968,  when  the  Methodist  and 
EUB  churches  merged,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  has  made  three  first  ballot 
selections— Carl  J.  Sanders  (1972)  and  Er¬ 
nest  A.  Fitzgerald  and  R.  Kern  Eutsler 
(1984),  all  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

In  any  one  jurisdiction,  four  is  the 
largest  number  elected  on  a  particular 
ballot— four  on  the  eighth  ballot  in  the 
South  Central  (1956,  1964,  1976  and  1984); 
four  on  the  ninth  ballot  in  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  (1944,  1952,  1960  and  1972);  and  four 
on  the  third  in  the  former  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  (1944, 1948, 1952  and  1960). 

The  record  number  of  ballots  was  set  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction  in  1980,  when  Cal¬ 
vin  D.  McConnell  was  elected  on  the  47th. 

Other  jurisdiction  records  are  those  of 
Judith  Craig,  41  in  the  North  Central  in 


1984;  Dana  Dawson,  29  in  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  in  1948;  Robert  M.  Blackburn,  25  in 
the  Southeastern  in  1972;  James  S. 
Thomas,  17  in  1964  in  the  former  Central 
Jurisdiction;  and  C.  Dale  White  in  1976 
and  Forrest  C.  Stith  in  1984,  16,  both  in 
the  Northeastern. 

On  six  occasions,  two  bishops  have  been 
elected  on  the  same  ballot— South  Central 
in  1960  and  again  in  1984;  Southeastern  in 
1984;  North  Central  in  1960  and  1980;  and 
Northeastern  in  1960.  Generally,  North 
Central  and  Western  jurisdictions  have  re¬ 
quired  the  greatest  number  of  ballots  to 
complete  their  elections. 

South  Central  has  tended  to  have  fewest. 

In  only  three  instances  were  Methodist 
and  United  Methodist  bishops  elected 
outside  jurisdictions  where  they  held 
conference  membership. 

Two  of  the  three  have  involved  the 
Western  Jurisdiction. 

In  1940,  Lorenzo  H.  King  was  elected 
by  the  Central  Jurisdiction  from  the  pas¬ 


Financially  squeezed  UMs  in  New  York 
raise  $ 1 9,580 for  Mozambique  hospital 

told  the  crowd  of  about  1,100  United 
Methodists  that  the  balloons  were  “a 
symbol  of  hope  sent  into  the  wind.” 

Mr.  Houston  said  the  districtwide  pro¬ 
motion  of  second-mile  gifts  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  had  a  dual  purpose— to 
help  foster  a  sense  of  “connection  to  the 
denomination”  as  well  as  raise  funds  for 
the  Mozambican  hospital. 

He  said  many  of  the  district’s  79 
churches  are  geographically  isolated  in 
valleys  and  hollows  of  the  Catskills,  an 
area  undergoing  economic  upheaval  “as 
it  moves  from  small  family  farms  into 
vacation  properties.” 

Among  primary  objectives  for  the  Ju¬ 
bilee  was  to  encourage  districtwide  par¬ 
ticipation  “in  one  place  at  one  time.” 

“The  reality  of  being  a  connected 
church  is  something  you  have  to  experi¬ 
ence,”  Mr.  Houston  said. 

He  said  district  organizers  focused  on 
two  key  objectives: 

•“Each  church  would  send  to  Hunter 
Mountain  a  biblical  tithe  [10  percent]  of 
its  membership. 

•  “Not  a  penny  (for  Mozambique)  was 
to  come  out  of  any  church  budget." 

Membership  participation  “came 
within  a  spit”  of  the  goal,  he  said,  and  no 
church  dipped  into  its  budget  to  contrib¬ 
ute  to  the  Advance  Special. 

Cornerstone  Productions  of  New  York 
City  is  creating  a  videotape  of  the  Jubi¬ 
lee  experience,  which  will  be  available 
after  Oct.  1,  according  to  Mr.  Houston. 


York  Annual  Conference  released  helium-filled  balloons  May  14  at  a  Catskills  Mountains  ski  resort  to  celebrate  the 
raising  of  nearly  $20,000  for  a  UM-supported  hospital  in  southern  Mozambique. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Despite  its  own  economic  woes,  one 
rural  New  York  United  Methodist  dis¬ 
trict  raised  nearly  $20,000  last  month  for 
UM  mission  work  in  Mozambique. 

"No  one  would  have  dreamed  that  this 
was  possible,”  said  the  Rev.  Wilson  T. 
Boots,  a  New  York  Annual  Conference 
official. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Houston,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Hudson  North  District, 
said,  “These  churches  are  under  incredi¬ 
ble  pressure  just  to  meet  their  own  costs 
and  pay  apportionments. 

“In  our  wildest  moment,  we  might 
have  thought  maybe  we  could  raise 
$10,000.” 

The  $19,580  contribution  is  an  Advance 
Special  designated  for  UM-supported 
Chicuque  Hospital,  said  Doreen  Tilgh- 
man,  head  of  the  United  Methodist  world 
mission  board’s  Africa  unit.  The  200-bed 
hospital  serves  an  area  of  southern  Mo¬ 
zambique  with  an  estimated  population 
of  3  million. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mo¬ 
zambique  is  under  tremendous  pressure 
from  a  civil  war  in  that  country  with 
South  African-backed  guerrillas,  mis¬ 
sions  officials  have  said.  Guerrillas  have 
attacked  civilians  within  a  few  miles  of 
the  Chicuque  mission  hospital. 

Many  of  the  injured  were  treated  at 
the_hospital,  a  United  Methodist  relief 
agency  official  said. 


The  Hudson  North  District  fund  rais¬ 
ing  for  Mozambique  was  celebrated  in  a 
“Jubilee”  at  a  Catskill  Mountains  ski  re¬ 
sort  with  the  release  of  about  1,000  heli¬ 
um-filled  balloons  during  an  outdoor 
communion  service.  The  service  was 
held  near  a  historic  Methodist  camp¬ 
meeting  site  dating  to  the  late  1800s. 

Mary  Jean  Tennant,  a  longtime  United 
Methodist  missionary  to  Mozambique, 


torate  of  St.  Mark  s  Church  in  New  York 
City  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction. 

In  1948,  Gerald  Kennedy  was  elected 
by  the  Western  Jurisdiction  from  the  Ne¬ 
braska  Conference  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction;  and  in  1984,  the  Western  Ju¬ 
risdiction  elected  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 
from  the  Virginia  Conference  in  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction. 

The  Western  is  the  only  jurisdiction  to 
have  elected  Asian-Americans  and  His¬ 
panic  Americans. 

The  North  Central  was  the  first  to  elect 
a  woman,  Marjorie  S.  Matthews  in  1980. 

At  least  12  bishops  are  to  be  chosen  this 
year  during  the  jurisdictional  conferences 
meeting  the  week  of  July  11-16  in  Buck- 
hannon,  W.Va.;  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.; 
DeKalb,  II. ;  New  Orleans  and  San  Diego. 

Under  Methodist  church  law,  any  ac¬ 
tive  elder  in  good  standing  in  an  annual 
conference  is  eligible  for  election  by  any 
one  of  the  five  jurisdictional  meetings. 

The  number  to  be  elected  could  go  as 
high  as  16  if  all  the  four  new  episcopal 
areas  authorized  by  the  1988  General 
Conference  are  activated. 

The  present  areas  that  could  be  divid¬ 
ed  are  Atlanta,  Birmingham,  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  and  Indiana. 

At  present  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  is  scheduled  to  elect  five;  North  Cen¬ 
tral,  three;  South  Central,  two;  and 
Northeastern  and  Western,  one  each. 

S.  African  UM 
leader  questions 
use  of  sanctions 

By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

The  president-elect  of  the  independent 
Methodist  Church  of  Southern  Africa  is 
calling  for  formation  of  a  committee 
that  would  encourage  negotiation— in¬ 
stead  of  confrontation — between  oppos¬ 
ing  camps  in  strife-torn  South  Africa. 

The  Rev.  Stanley  Mogoba,  scheduled 
to  become  president  of  the  500,000- 
member  church  in  October,  on  June  6 
scored  both  the  government  and  libera¬ 
tion  groups  in  the  country  for  what  he 
said  is  a  reluctance  to  negotiate  on 
apartheid,  the  government’s  official  poli¬ 
cy  of  racial  segregation. 

Speaking  from  Durban,  South  Africa, 
in  a  telephone  interview,  Mr.  Mogoba 
said  the  conflicting  parties  in  his  country 
"regard  negotiating  as  capitulation.” 

Instead,  he  said,  both  sides  are  relying 
on  power  tactics  and  excluding  other  op¬ 
tions  that  could  lead  eventually  to  a 
peaceful  solution  to  the  apartheid  ques¬ 
tion. 

According  to  Doreen  Tilghman,  a  high- 
ranking  United  Methodist  official  in 
charge  of  African  affairs,  questions  are 
already  being  raised  in  the  United  States 
about  the  position  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa  in  the  wake  of 
Mr.  Mogoba ’s  speech. 

"It  (Mr  Mogoba’s  statement)  was  not 
the  position  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa."  asserted  Ms.  Tilgh¬ 
man,  adding,  "Stanley  has  a  right  to 
speak  on  his  own  behalf.” 
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Southern  Baptist  clergywoman 
switches  to  United  Methodism 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  Southern  Baptist  clergywoman  in 
Maryland  has  resigned  to  become  pastor 
of  a  United  Methodist  three-point  charge 
in  South  Carolina. 

Deborah  Griffis-Woodberry,  pastor  of 
Broadneck  Baptist  Church  near  Annapo¬ 
lis,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Asbury 
Charge  in  Hartsville,  S.C. 

In  a  prepared  statement  sent  to  the 
state  Baptist  newspaper  in  Maryland, 
Ms.  Griffis-Woodberry  said  disenfran¬ 
chisement  by  recent  events  in  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  culiminated  a 
long  process  that  resulted  in  her  decision 
to  leave  the  denomination. 

Ms.  Griffis-Woodberry  became  the 
first  full-time  pastor  of  Broadneck  Mis¬ 
sion  in  1985  .and  led  the  mission  to  consti¬ 
tute  as  a  church  last  November.  About  20 
families  are  active  in  the  church’s  mem¬ 
bership,  she  shid. 

Ms.  Griffis-Woodberry  has  been  the 
only  clergywoman  receiving  pastoral  as¬ 
sistance  from  the  Southern  Baptist 


Home  Mission  Board  since  the  board  vot¬ 
ed  in  1987  to  stop  funding  of  ordained 
women  as  local  church  pastors. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Roy  Clark 
(South  Carolina  Annual  Conference)  told 
the  Reporter  that  during  her  first  year  in 
the  process  of  ordination  as  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  Ms.  Griffis-Wood¬ 
berry  will  be  recognized  as  a  minister  of 
another  denomination  working  in  a  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  church  (Book  of  Discipline, 
para.  425.2). 

“A  minister  from  another  denomina¬ 
tion  serves  a  year  under  that  paragraph 
for  a  probationary  period  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  if  all  requirements  are  met 
satisfactorily  for  us,  the  person  will  be 
received  as  a  probationary  member  of 
the  annual  conference,”  he  said. 

Just  before  leaving  for  South  Carolina, 
Ms.  Griffis-Woodberry  told  the  Reporter 
some  reasons  for  selecting  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“I’ve  always  been  close  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  As  a  child  I  attended  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  with  my 


grandmother  in  South  Carolina,  and  it  was 
a  positive  experience.  I  have  also  worked 
on  ecumenical  projects  with  United  Meth¬ 
odist  pastors  in  North  Carolina. 

“One  thing  I  remember  is  that  those 
clergy  always  said  positive  things  about 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  she  said. 

“I  also  think  that  there  will  be  more 
opportunities  for  me  as  a  clergywoman 
in  the  United  Methodist  Church.  Southern 
Baptists  are  closing  doors  left  and  right 
for  women. 

“We  really  wanted  to  go  back  to  South 
Carolina.  And  there  are  no  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  clergywomen  there!” 

A  native  of  South  Carolina,  she  is  a 
graduate  of  Winthrop  College  in  Rock 
Hill,  S.C.  and  of  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary,  in  Wake  Forest, 
N.C.,  with  both  master  of  divinity  and 
master  of  theology  degrees. 

She  and  her  husband,  Joseph,  have  a 
10-month-old  daughter,  Courtney. 

This  story  is  based  on  a  report  from 
Baptist  Press  news  service. 
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United  Methodists  view  dividing  wall 

BERLIN — Mary  Beth  Stein  (left  foreground),  a  United  Methodist  and  doctoral  student  at  Indiana  University,  leads 
53  English-speaking  Methodists  along  the  west  side  of  the  Berlin  wall.  The  walk  is  part  of  a  “Ministries  with  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Laity  Abroad”  program,  sponsored  by  United  Methodist  general  boards  of  discipleship,  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  world  mission.  Ms.  Stein,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Stein,  professor  of  church  history  at  Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological  School,  is  in  Berlin  researching  folklore  associated  with  the  Berlin  Wall. 

Ad  hoc  Native  American  group  claims 
off-reservation  Indians  due  federal  aid 


People  in  the  news 

UM  elder  awarded  Japanese  4thank-you’  scholarship  for  study  abroad 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Native  Americans  who  live  outside 
reservations  may  soon  start  receiving 
federal  help,  thanks  to  efforts  by  a  new 
national  volunteer  group  that  includes 
several  United  Methodists. 

Securing  that  kind  of  help  is  a  key 
piece  of  the  strategy  devised  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  American  Indian  Council.  The 
council  supports  efforts  to  promote  edu¬ 
cation,  health,  economic  development 
and  tribal  employment  rights  for  Native 
Americans. 

Susanne  Aikman,  a  United  Methodist 
from  Denver,  said  the  group  is  request¬ 
ing  that  federal  funds  be  allocated  to 
help  Native  Americans  who  don’t  live  on 
reservations. 

The  funds  would  be  added  to  the  annu¬ 
al  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  budget,  said 
Ms.  Aikman,  a  member  of  the  council’s 
economic  development  subcommittee. 

The  request  is  based  on  a  1971  analysis 
of  the  federal  law  that  provides  the  pri¬ 
mary  authority  for  programs  to  benefit 
American  Indians,  said  Ms.  Aikman. 

The  17-year-old  analysis  was  uncov¬ 
ered  only  recently  by  a  National  Ameri¬ 
can  Indian  Council  researcher,  who 
discovered  it  among  Bureau  of  Indian 
Affairs  memos,  she  added. 

The  analysis  indicates  that  “literally, 
the  federal  law  authorizes  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  funds  ...  for  the  benefit  of  any 
and  all  Indians  . . .  without  regard  to  resi¬ 


dence  so  long  as  they  are  within  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,”  she  said. 

The  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  has 
maintained  that  it  doesn’t  have  any  re¬ 
sponsibility  to  American  Indians  living 
in  off-reservation  areas,  she  said. 

Ms.  Aikman  said  recent  census  figures 
reveal  that  only  about  800,000  of  the 
nearly  6.8  million  Native  Americans  in 
the  United  States  live  on  reservations. 

The  new  figures  are  the  result  of  the  in¬ 
clusion  of  the  1980  census  question  asking 
American  Indian,  Eskimo  or  Aleut  respon¬ 
dents  to  indicate  their  ethnic  heritage. 

She  said  the  new  population  figures— 
up  sharply  from  the  previously  accepted 
count  of  1.5  million— indicate  significant 
increases  in  states  not  previously  identi¬ 
fied  as  having  large  Indian  populations, 
including  California. 

The  National  American  Indian  Council 
is  attempting  to  help  reorganize  local  In¬ 
dian  centers  as  stable,  accountable  com¬ 
munity-based  agencies,  said  Ms.  Aikman. 
She  heads  the  task  force  that  created 
Denver’s  UM-supported  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  Ministry  of  Presence. 

Besides  Ms.  Aikman,  United  Methodist 
Native  American  people  instrumental  in 
starting  the  Washington-based  off-reser¬ 
vation  advocacy  organization  include: 

•  Phyllis  Big  Pond,  executive  director 
of  the  Phoenix  Indian  Center  and  an  ac¬ 
tive  United  Methodist  laywoman,  the 
only  woman  on  the  governing  board  and 
founding  task  force. 


the  church  today 


Philippines  bishop  gives 
stamp  collection  to  archives 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.  (UMR)— Retired 
Bishop  Cornelio  M.  Ferrer  of  Quezon 
City,  Philippines,  recently  gave  a  portion 
of  his  massive  collection  of  Philippine 
postage  stamps  to  the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission  on  Archives  and 
History. 

The  stamps— first-day  covers— have 
been  issued  by  the  Republic  of  The  Phil¬ 
ippines  since  independence  in  1946  and 
are  up-to-date  through  March  31,  the 
bishop  said. 

His  personal  collection  also  includes 
stamps  issued  since  the  1898  occupation 
of  the  Philippines  by  the  United  States. 
He  said  the  entire  collection  may  eventu¬ 
ally  be  worth  as  much  as  $1  million. 

Three  missionary  couples 
being  recalled  from  Zaire 

Three  United  Methodist  missionary 
couples  in  Zaire  are  being  recalled  be¬ 
cause  of  conflicts  with  the  area’s  episco¬ 
pal  leader,  Bishop  Onema  Fama  (Central 
Zaire  Area),  said  a  world  mission  board 
official. 

One  couple— A1  and  Mary  Anne  Burl- 
baugh  of  Hermitage,  Pa.— said  fiscal 
mismanagement  had  grounded  three 
church  airplanes,  crippling  a  supply  net¬ 
work  for  distant  mission  stations. 

A  study  of  the  aviation  ministry  was 
ordered  by  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world  mission  board,  said  Do¬ 
reen  Tilghman,  who  heads  its  Africa 
unit.  She  said  a  special  audit  found  no  ir¬ 
regularities. 

Two  other  couples— Tom  and  Marga¬ 
ret  Fleming,  and  Douglas  and  Elaine 
Crowder— could  be  reassigned  to  anoth¬ 
er  area  of  Zaire,  she  said.  The  Burl- 
baughs  and  Flemings  are  stationed  at 
Wembo  Nyama,  1,500  miles  from  the 
capital  city  of  Kinshasa  in  far  western 
Zaire.  The  Crowders  are  at  Lodja,  just 
north  of  Wembo  Nyama. 

Scouting  national  council 
selects  UM  layman 

SAN  DIEGO— United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  Michael  D.  Harris  Sr.,  of  Palm 


•  John  Chingman,  project  director  for 
Denver’s  Native  American  Ministry  of 
Presence  and  a  member  of  the  education 
subcommittee. 

•  Chuck  Red  Bear  Smith,  assistant 
principal  of  the  Southeastern  Cherokee 
Confederacy,  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Sarasota,  Fla.,  and 
a  member  of  the  economic  development 
subcommittee. 


A  United  Methodist  elder  from  Austin, 
Texas,  has  become  the  first  recipient  of 
an  international  fellowship  for  theologi¬ 
cal  study  from  the  Takinogowa  Church 
of  Tokyo,  Japan. 

The  Rev.  David  C.  Ahearn,  pastor  of 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  was 
presented  the  award  by  Dr.  Hideo  Ohki 
Sr.  at  the  church  in  Tokyo. 

Dr.  Ohki,  pastor  of  the  non-denomina- 
tional  church,  said  the  scholarship  is  a 
“thank  you”  to  churches  of  the  United 
States  for  the  100  years  American  Chris¬ 
tians  have  supported  churches  of  Japan 
and  for  Americans’  having  given  scholar¬ 
ships  to  Japanese  theological  students. 

The  scholarship  is  intended  to  help  pay 
for  up  to  two  years  of  study  abroad. 

Mr.  Ahearn  is  to  enter  the  doctoral 
program  in  theology  at  the  University  of 
Basel  in  Switzerland.  He  intends  to  re¬ 
search  how  the  biblical  idea  of  covenant 


UM-supported  school  prepares 
Indian  tribal  youths  for  college 


Springs,  Calif.,  has  been  named  to  the 
Boy  Scouts  of  America  national  advisory 
council. 

A  member  of  Palm  Springs  United 
Methodist  Church,  Mr.  Harris  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Association  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Scouters.  Among  his 
Scouting  honors  are  the  God  and  Service 
award  and  the  Torch  award  from  the 
California-Pacific  Annual  Conference. 

Mr.  Harris  is  a  senior  partner  in  a  Cal¬ 
ifornia  law  firm. 

United  Methodists  develop 
youth  version  of  Bible  study 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-A  new  video- 
tape  and  a  manual  developed  for  teen 
groups  has  made  the  United  Methodist 
“Disciple”  Bible  study  series  a  resource 
for  youth  in  the  10th  grade  or  above,  said 
editor  Nellie  Moser. 

The  youth  series  will  be  introduced  at 
11  training  sessions  across  the  nation 
this  summer. 

"Disciple,”  the  34-week  intensive 
study  for  local  church  groups,  was  devel¬ 
oped  as  an  adult  resource  and  is  used  by 
more  than  12,000  persons.  Local 
churches  using  the  adult  resource  auto¬ 
matically  will  receive  the  youth  tape  at 
no  additional  cost. 

The  youth  “Disciple”  manual  was 
adapted  by  Cheryl  Rude,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Wichita,  Kan.,  and  Su¬ 
san  Wilke,  Highland  Park  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Dallas. 

Ohio  minister  chosen 
for  Upper  Room  post 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— An  Ohio  minis- 
ter  will  become  head  of  business  opera¬ 
tions  for  The  Upper  Room,  a  unit  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  here,  effective  July  7. 

The  Rev.  John  F.  Brown,  pastor  of  Ot- 
terbein  United  Methodist  Church,  War¬ 
ren,  Ohio,  has  been  named  executive 
secretary  of  business  operations  for  the 
international  interdenominational  fel¬ 
lowship.  best  known  for  “The  Upper 
Room”  devotional  perodical. 

Before  becoming  a  minister,  he  was 
vice  president  of  Central  Trust  Compa¬ 
ny,  Canton,  Ohio. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

When  the  forerunner  to  today’s  Navajo 
United  Methodist  Mission  School  began 
in  Hogback,  N.M.,  in  1891,  it  was  only  a 
small  health  clinic  on  a  reservation. 

The  school,  the  only  church-related, 
accredited  college  preparatory  high 
school  for  Native  American  youth,  has 
graduated  some  800  Native  American 
students  since  1939. 

It  is  affiliated  with  both  the  National 
and  Women’s  divisions  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  more 
than  90  percent  of  its  graduates  go  to  in¬ 
stitutions  of  higher  learning. 

Last  month  the  school  came  full  cir¬ 
cle,  in  effect,  by  dedicating  a  new  health* 
care  facility  to  serve  the  town  of 
Farmington,  in  northwest  New  Mexico, 
23  miles  from  its  original  site.  A  health 
clinic  had  not  existed  on  the  school’s 
campus  in  almost  20  years. 

The  clinic  is  named  for  Annie  Dodge 
Wauneka,  the  first  woman  Navajo  Tribal 
Council  member.  She  was  presented  the 
Medal  of  Freedom  by  President  Lyndon 
Johnson  in  1963  for  her  outstanding  work 
in  public  health.  v 

In  her  keynote  address  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremonies,  Dr.  Wauneka  recounted 
her  work  in  eradicating  tuberculosis 
among  the  Navajo  people. 

“To  help  people  through  education  was 
my  goal,”  she  told  the  audience.  "Inter¬ 
preting  the  disease  through  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  my  people  was  the  key  to  my 
success. 

“Back  then  the  No.  1  killer  of  my  peo¬ 
ple  was  tuberculosis.  Today,  it  is  alcohol¬ 
ism.  My  people  are  asking  me  to  become 
involved  again.  My  white  hair  says  ‘No,’ 
but  the  work  must  be  done. 

“Perhaps  it  will  be  done  by  a  person 
trained  at  this  health  clinic  and  mission 
school.” 

Alumnus  Richard  Lewis,  president  of 


m 

Partnership 
|  in  Missions 
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No  gift  too  small 

FARMINGTON,  N.M.— The  Navajo  United  Methodist  Mission  School  in 
Farmington  dedicated  its  Annie  Wauneka  Health  Clinic  and  Infirmary  last 
month.  Dr.  Wauneka  (second  from  left)  is  the  first  woman  Navajo  Tribal 
Council  member  and  a  leader  in  the  health  and  welfare  field.  Also  present 
for  the  ceremonies  were,  from  left,  Dr.  Anne  Backus  Hartzog,  volunteer  di¬ 
rector  of  health  services  for  the  mission  school;  Clandeen  Bates  Arthur, 
general  counsel  for  the  Navajo  Tribal  CouncU,  and  Dr.  George  Hartzog,  the 
school’s  exective  director. 


expresses  itself  in  the  Swiss  economic 
and  political  life. 

A  requirement  of  the  scholarship  is  for 
American  students  to  study  abroad,  then 
relate  this  knowledge  to  Christians  in  the 
United  States. 

The  idea  for  the  scholarship  came 
from  Dr.  Ohki,  immediate  past  president 
of  Tokyo  Union  Seminary.  Dr.  Ohki  stud¬ 
ied  at  Union  Theological  Seminary  in 
New  York  through  a  similar  overseas 
scholarship  provided  by  a  Christian 


Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  congregation 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Mr.  Ahearn  is  to  take  a  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  from  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference  for  two  years,  then  transfer 
to  a  doctoral  program  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Ahearn  and  his  wife,  the  former 
Minako  Ohki,  daughter  of  the  Japanese 
pastor,  were  scheduled  to  leave  for  Swit¬ 
zerland  following  his  recent  ordination 
as  a  United  Methodist  elder  in  late  May. 


Peace  activist  continues 
‘prayer  vigil’  in  Moscow 


the  board  of  directors,  said  students 
would  be  encouraged  to  work  alongside  a 
nurse,  physician  or  dentist  to  stimulate 
interest  in  a  health  profession  career. 

“The  need  for  health  professionals 
among  Native  American  communities  is 
acute,”  Mr.  Lewis  said. 

The  mission  school  is  taking  registra¬ 
tions  for  the  1988-89  school  year.  Stu¬ 
dents  in  grades  9-12  from  a  variety  of, 
Native  American  tribes  and  clans  are  el¬ 
igible  to  apply. 

The  program  is  tuition  free.  However, 
a  residential  fee  is  charged  each  student 
for  room,  food,  transportation  and  stu¬ 
dent  activities. 

Gifts  to  The  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  to  support  the  Navajo  United 
Methodist  Mission  School  should  be  sent 
via  the  conference  treasurer  and  desig¬ 
nated  for  Advance  No.  581529-5. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— For  Rena  M.  Yocom,  be¬ 
ing  in  Moscow  during  the  recent  summit 
meeting  was  the  fitting  completion  of  a 
two-and-a -half-year  prayer  vigil  for  peace. 

The  United  Methodist  diaconal  minis¬ 
ter  from  Prairie  Village,  Kan.,  was  in 
Geneva  in  1985  during  the  first  arms- 
control  summit  meeting  between  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Mikhail  S.  Gorbachev, 
the  Soviet  secretary  general. 

She  also  prayed  during  the  Washington 
talks  in  December. 

Then,  with  an  eight-member  National 
Council  of  Churches  (NCC)  delegation  led 
by  former  General  Secretary  Claire 
Randall,  Ms.  Yocom  continued  the  vigil 
in  Moscow. 

Although  the  summit  did  not  produce 
much  in  terms  of  arms  agreements,  she 
said,  she  is  pleased  with  the  new  tone  of 
cooperation  set  by  the  two  leaders. 

“There  wasn’t  the  tenseness  there  was 
before,”  she  explained. 

“They  probably  were  able  to  express 
their  differences  in  a  better  way  than 
they  could  have  in  the  past.” 

Ms.  Yocom,  an  NCC  vice  president  in 


1984-87  and  still  on  the  governing  board, 
said  the  purpose  of  the  vigil  has  been  to 
witness  “that  we  could  have  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  each  other  across  national 
boundaries  and  we  really  believed  that 
prayer  could  make  a  difference.” 

The  Soviet  summit  did  much  to  rein¬ 
force  the  idea  of  a  relationship  between 
peoples  of  the  two  nations,  she  said. 

It  started  at  the  top,  with  President 
Reagan’s  retracting  his  labeling  of  the 
Soviet  Union  five  years  ago  as  an  “evil 
empire.” 

This  time,  he  asked  Mr.  Gorbachev  to 
“tell  the  people  of  the  Soviet  Union  of  the 
deep  feelings  of  friendship  felt  by  us  and  by 
the  people  of  our  country  toward  them.” 

It  finished  with  groups  like  the  NCC 
delegates,  who,  upon  invitation  of  Patri¬ 
arch  Pimen  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
Church,  prayed  May  28- June  2  in  various 
Moscow  churches  with  a  delegation  of  20 
Soviet  citizens  representing  11  churches. 

Ms.  Yocom,  who  preached  one  sermon, 
found  a  sense  of  community  and  belong¬ 
ing  between  the  groups  that  was  empha¬ 
sized  by  the  observation  of  the  Orthodox 
Pentecost. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHRISTIAN  Com¬ 
munity  Service  Center  (CCSC),  Southwest  Houston 
Social  Services  Coalition  of  28  Christian  Churches 
representing  10  denominations.  Experience  in  so¬ 
cial  agency,  church,  or  related  work.  College  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Send  resume  by  7/1/88  to  P.O.  Box 
27924,  Houston.  TX  77227, 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 
Youth  Ministries  for  an  800-member  church  in 
Tampa  Bay  Area.  Please  send  resumes  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  Pastor,  1st  UMC,  202  W.  Church  Ave., 
Dade  City,  FL  33525,  (904)  567-5604.  Salary  and 
benefits  negotiable. 


EXCITING.  GROWING  3.000-MEMBER  suburban 
church  looking  for  Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  A 
team  approach  and  an  established  program  involv¬ 
ing  over  200  youth  weekly  offers  the  potential  for  a 
dynamic  ministry.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume 
to  Dr.  Robert  Spain,  Brentwood  United  Methodist 
Church.  309  Franklin  Road,  Brentwood,  TN  37027. 


FULL-TIME  POSITION:  ORGANIST/CHOIR  Di¬ 
rector/Christian  Education.  600-member  church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  6/24/88  to: 
FUMC,  Box  505,  Muleshoe,  TX  79347. 


CONTROLLER.  RESPONSIBLE  FOR  monitoring 
and  controlling  all  internal  accounting  activity  re¬ 
quired  to  support  the  treasury  functions  of  our  organi¬ 
zation.  Some  of  the  duties  will  include  maintaining 
systems  of  accounts  and  financial  reporting,  supervis¬ 
ing  work  performed  by  accounting  supervisor,  re¬ 
viewing  the  general  ledger  trial  balance,  and 
approving  final  month-end  and  year-end  reports.  Will 
be  responsible  for  setting  up  training  and  develop¬ 
ment  systems  within  the  accounting  and  payroll  areas 
to  ensure  continued  growth  in  accounting  techniques 
and  implementation  of  computer-based  systems.  B.A. 
or  B.S.  in  accounting  or  finance.  M.B.A.  and/or  C.P.A. 
desirable  with  2-4  years  supervisory  experience  in  ac¬ 
counting  or  financial  area.  Send  resume  to  Christ yne 
Macvkey.  General  Board  of  Pensions,  1200  Davis 
Street.  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Apply  by  June  30, 1988. 


THE  THURMONT  UNITED  METHODIST 
Church.Thurmont.  Md..  is  accepting  bids  for  the 
sale  of  a  Moller  pipe  organ,  two  manual,  three 
rank,  well  maintained,  built  in  1956.  The  seller  is 
reserving  the  right  of  refusal  of  bids.  Call  JoAnne 
K.  Thomas,  (301)  271-2955  after  5  PM. 


GULLBRANSEN  and  THOMAS  ELECTRONIC 
spinet  chapel  organs.  Good  for  home  or  church  use. 
$1250.00  each.  (817)  755-2217-days  or  (817)  829-1539. 


IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  A  NEAR-perfect  re¬ 
tirement  community  and  an  active  Methodist 
church,  call  or  write  Oscar  Wilkie,  Pastor,  for  a 
big  free  package  of  information  about  Sulphur  in 
South  Central  Oklahoma.  (405)  622-3325,  1130  West 
First,  Sulphur.  OK  73086. 


VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 
for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast.  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Mariner 
Blvd  .  Spring  Hill,  FL  34609. 


EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 
gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main.  Houston.  TX  77004. 


SENIOR  MINISTER  RIVERSIDE  CHURCH,  New 
York  City.  International,  interracial,  interdenomi¬ 
national  congregation  of  approximately  3,000  mem¬ 
bers.  Open  to  ordained  persons  regardless  of  sex, 
race,  nationality  or  denomination.  Send  letters  of 
application  and  curriculum  vitae  by  June  30.  1988, 
to:  Richard  Butler.  Search  Committee,  Riverside 
Church,  490  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10027. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  director  of  Christian  education  with  em¬ 
phasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev. 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville.  OK  74005. 

POSITION  OPEN:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church:  Adult  choir,  Thursday  night 
rehearsal,  one  Sunday  service  with  attendant  du¬ 
ties.  Job  description  by  writing  to:  Secretary.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  2200  Rue  Denise,  Ham- 
mond,  LA  70403.  An  equal  opportunity  employer. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC 
and  the  Arts  for  1,250-member  church.  Must  be 
comfortable  with  a  variety  of  musical  styles.  Very 
active  music  and  arts  program  already  in  place  in¬ 
cluding  5  vocal  and  6  handbell  choirs.  Send  resume 
and  picture  to  Dr.  John  A.  (Von)  Dawson,  Pollard 
UMC.  3030  Copeland  Rd..  Tyler,  TX  75701. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/Youth 
Ministries.  Evangelical  congregation  of  475  has  im¬ 
mediate  opening.  Salary  negotiable.  Resumes  to 
PPR  Committee,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
180  Park  Ave..  Windsor.  Ct.  06095,  (203)  688-9245.  [ 

WANTED!  ENTHUSIASTIC  21 -PLUS- YEAR-OLD 
to  work  with  children  and  youth  at  Branson  United 
Methodist  Church,  (417)  334-3423/P.O.  Box  490, 
Branson,  MO  65616. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  IN  OFFICIALLY 
approved  stitcheries,  including  cross-stitch,  latch 
hook,  chicken  scratch,  needlepoint.  Brochure  $1.  Nan¬ 
cy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth,  MN  56013. 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co.  CA  94109(415)673-6768. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer 
1138.  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  a. 
3.000-member  suburban  church  in  the  Tampa  Bay  re¬ 
gion.  Previous  experience  in  full-time  youth  ministry 
on  a  multiple  staff  situation  is  preferred.  Salary/ben- 
efit  package  of  $25,000-$30,000  is  negotiable,  depend¬ 
ing  on  education  and  experience.  Send  resume  and 
picture,  along  with  a  detailed  statement  about  your 
direction  for  youth  ministry  to  Dr  T.  Glenn  Mitchell, 

St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  1199  Highland  Ave¬ 
nue.  Largo.  FL  34640.  (813)  584-8165.  j 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION,  2500- 
member,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Ocala, 
FL.  Full-time  position.  Resume  needs  to  reveal  a 
person  with  strong  organizational,  leadership, 
communication  and  spiritual  attributes  shared 
with  enthusiasm.  Salary  negotiable.  Rev.  David  T. 
Brewer.  FUMC.  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd., 
Ocala.  FL  32670  Telephone  (904)  622-3244. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  FAST-GROWING 
church  of  1,000.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
Peachtree  City  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
2391,  Peachtree  City,  GA.  30269. 
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Magazine  for  Hispanic  United  Methodists  celebrates  30th  birthday 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  magazine  for  the 
more  than  45,000  Hispanic  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico 
celebrates  its  30th  birthday  this  year. 

“El  Interprete,"  published  six  times 
yearly  by  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions  (UMCom),  had  its  start  in  1958  as 
“Accion  Metodista”  (Methodist  Action),  a 
Spanish-language  insert  in  “The  Method¬ 
ist  Story,”  interpretation  magazine  for 
The  Methodist  Church. 

Today  it  is  a  four-color  periodical  that 
provides  a  comprehensive  look  at  church 
agencies,  projects  and  social  issues  rele¬ 
vant  to  the  denomination’s  increasing 
Spanish-speaking  population. 

The  May-June  anniversary  issue  fea¬ 
tures  commentaries  and  retrospectives 


by  persons  associated  with  the  magazine 
in  its  various  incarnations. 

One  reflection  was  offered  by  Edwin 
Maynard,  former  editor  of  “The  Method¬ 
ist  Story,”  who  was  instrumental  in  bring¬ 
ing  Spanish  resource  needs  to  the 
attention  of  the  denomination’s  communi¬ 
cations  agency. 

Dr.  Maynard,  a  retired  UMCom  execu¬ 
tive,  said  “El  Interprete”  presents  the 
concerns  and  issues  of  Hispanic  UMs  and 
“creates  an  arena  for  interchange.” 

The  magazine  resulted  from  a  meeting 
between  Dr.  Maynard  and  the  Rev.  Mi¬ 
guel  Soto,  a  Cuban  pastor  and  editor  of 
“El  Evangelista  Cubano,”  who  became 
the  founding  editor. 

After  the  union  of  the  former  Method¬ 
ist  anH  Evangelical  United  Brethren 


churches  10  years  later,  “Methodist  Sto¬ 
ry”  was  renamed  "The  Interpreter,”  and 
“Accion  Metodista  Unida”  became  “El 
Interprete.”  The  Rev.  Jorge  N.  Cintron 
took  over  as  editor  of  the  Spanish-lan¬ 
guage  publication. 

In  1976,  having  worked  with  Dr.  May¬ 
nard  and  interim  editors  in  developing  a 
new  format  for  the  magazine,  the  Rev. 
Finees  Flores  became  editor. 

Under  his  direction  and  in  collabora¬ 
tion  with  UMCom’s  Hispanic  advisory 
unit,  La  Junta  Consultiva,  the  magazine 
grew  in  influence  and  effectiveness  as  a 
ministry,  information  and  community¬ 
building  tool  for  the  Hispanic  church. 

Current  editor  is  Edith  LaFontaine,  a 
native  of  Puerto  Rico  with  extensive 
journalism  skills  and  the  first  woman  to 


edit  the  influential  program  journal.  She 
took  the  helm  in  November  1986. 

In  her  editorial  in  the  anniversary  is¬ 
sue,  Ms.  LaFontaine  praised  the  work  of 
her  predecessors  and  vowed  to  continue 
the  periodical’s  originial  mission— “to 
interpret  for  the  community,  in  the  light 
of  today’s  realities,  the  problems  and 
needs  of  our  society.” 

She  also  emphasized  that  “El  Inter¬ 
prete,”  as  the  only  churchwide  periodical 
aimed  at  Spanish-speaking  church  per¬ 
sons,  “will  have  to  be  multi-faceted”  and 
“will  continue  to  serve  as  a  unifying  in¬ 
strument  because  fragmented  we  cannot 
complete  our  mission.” 

“El  Interprete”  is  published  by  UM¬ 
Com’s  Program  and  Benevolence  Inter¬ 
pretation  Division. 


World  Council  of  Churches  at  40,  Part  II 


Christianity,  political  systems  divorced  from  the  very  beginning 


"It  is  designed  to  be  a  good  introduc¬ 
tion  to  church  public  relations  or  a  re¬ 
fresher  for  seasoned  professionals.  In 
fact,  the  concepts  can  be  carried  over  to 
countless  other  fields,"  he  added. 

New  chapters  (since  the  third  edition 
was  published  in  1982)  include  desktop 
publishing,  in-house  use  of  video,  serving 
racial  and  ethnic  congregations,  affect¬ 
ing  denominational  publications  and 
news  services,  and  multi-media  presen¬ 
tations,  among  others. 

Fresh  treatment  also  has  been  given 
traditional  topics  from  previous  editions, 
including  public  relations  opportunities 
and  organization;  news  writing  and  news 
releases;  media  relations;  newsletter 
production;  photography;  displays,  signs 
and  exhibits;  advertising,  marketing  and 
direct  mail;  radio;  television  (with  updat¬ 


ed  information  on  cable);  and  special 
events. 

Thomas  S.  McAnally  of  Nashville,  na¬ 
tional  president  of  the  handbook’s  spon¬ 
soring  body  and  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  said  that  60,000 
copies  of  the  handbook  have  been  pub¬ 
lished,  including  editions  in  1969,  1976 
and  1982. 

“It’s  about  the  only  thing  around  with 
the  type  of  information  local  churches 
need  to  develop  comprehensive  public 
relations  programs,”  he  said. 

Single  copies  may  be  purchased  for 
$5.95  plus  $1.50  postage  and  handling  to: 
Religious  Public  Relations  Council,  Inc., 
P.O.  Box  315,  Gladwyne,  PA  19035. 

Quotes  on  quantity  discounts  are  avail¬ 
able  from  the  RPRC  office,  telephone 
(215)  642-8815. 


A  new  look 

UMs  take  lead  in  revision  of  religious  public  relations  handbook 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
:  INDIANAPOLIS— One  of  the  nation’s 
most  widely  used  religious  communica¬ 
tions  resources  has  a  new  look,  thanks  in 
part  to  several  United  Methodists. 

With  an  initial  printing  of  20,000,  the 

TV  executive 
offers  tips  on 
Bible  reading 

From  Religious  News  Service 
'■  NEW  YORK— Emotions  rather  than 
intellect  should  be  the  focus  in  trying  to 
persuade  people  to  read  the  Bible,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  executive  producer  of  reli¬ 
gious  programs  for  CBS  Television. 

In  making  that  pitch  to  an  advisory 
group  of  the  Laymen’s  National  Bible 
Association,  Jack  Blessington  acknowl¬ 
edged  that  this  approach  isn’t  always 
taken  by  his  own  network. 

“A  lot  of  our  religious  programming  is 
boring,”  he  said.  “There’s  a  nervousness 
at  CBS  about  emotions,  and  yet  that’s 
just  what  the  televangelists  do  when  they 
draw  people  in.” 

Mr.  Blessington,  who  described  him¬ 
self  as  “an  Irish  Catholic  from  the 
Bronx,”  warned  that  “when  you  use  an 
intellectual  approach  about  something  so 
visceral  as  religion  you  miss  the  boat.” 

The  group  that  the  CB§  executive  ad¬ 
dressed  at  the  Episcopal  Church  Center 
June  3  was  involved  in  planning  the  1988 
inedia  campaign  for  National  Bible 
Week,  which  will  be  sponsored  for  the 
48th  year  by  the  Laymen’s  National  Bi¬ 
ble  Association  Nov.  20-27.  The  associa¬ 
tion  is  an  interfaith  group  sponsored  by 
business  leaders  who  use  mass  media  to 
try  to  get  people  interested  in  reading 
the  Bible. 

Mr.  Blessington  urged  that  media 
campaigns  that  deal  with  religion  should 
be  lively  rather  than  somber.  "There’s  a 
lot  of  solemnity  that  surrounds  religion 
that  I  suggest  only  keeps  people  out  rath¬ 
er  than  bringing  them  in,”  he  said. 

The  CBS  executive  also  said  the  be¬ 
havior  of  some  people  who  are  Bible 
readers  could  be  offputting  to  others. 

“If  you’re  a  Bible  reader  and  you’re 
not  kind  to  me  at  the  office,  there’s  noth¬ 
ing  to  attract  me  to  that  book.” 


fourth  edition  of  the  “Religious  Public 
Relations  Handbook”  rolled  off  the 
presses  earlier  this  spring. 

For  use  in  churches  and  synagogues, 
the  80-page  handbook  has  been  written 
by  communications  specialists  who  are 
members  of  the  national  Religious  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations  Council,  Inc. 

The  60-year-old  interfaith  professional 
organization  has  chapters  in  many  major 
cities. 

James  H.  Steele,  director  of  communi¬ 
cations  for  the  United  Methodist  Indiana 
Area  and  editor  of  the  “Hoosier  United 
Methodist,”  is  the  first  United  Methodist 
to  edit  the  handbook.  Mr.  Steele  is  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Missouri 
School  of  Journalism  and  immediate 
past  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Communicators. 

“This  latest  edition  is  a  good  blend  of 
both  old  and  new  communication  ideas  in 
19  easy-to-read  chapters,”  Mr.  Steele 
commented. 

Bomb  threat 
empties  hall 
for  ordination 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BLOOMINGTON,  Ind.-A  telephoned 
bomb  threat  June  8  forced  evacuation  of 
an  estimated  2,000  persons  from  the  Indi¬ 
ana  University  Auditorium  during  an  or¬ 
dination  service  for  United  Methodist 
ministers. 

The  crowd,  made  up  of  members  of 
and  visitors  to  the  denomination’s  South 
Indiana  Annual  Conference,  which  was 
meeting  on  campus,  vacated  the  building 
without  incident. 

No  bomb  was  found. 

Following  a  40-minute  search  by  uni¬ 
versity  safety  officials  and  ushers,  the 
crowd  was  permitted  to  enter  the  audito¬ 
rium— but  not  before  their  ministerial 
vestments  and  “Sunday-best”  clothes 
were  soaked  in  the  late-spring  downpour, 
the  first  rain  in  some  47  days. 

The  service  began  at  7:30  p.m.  and  had 
been  under  way  approximately  20  min¬ 
utes  when  presiding  officer  Bishop  Leroy 
C.  Hodapp  of  Indianapolis  interrupted 
the  guest  speaker,  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Zion  Bishop  J.  Clinton  Hog- 
gard,  and  instructed  the  crowd  to  evacu¬ 
ate  immediately. 


’Tis  the  season! 

DELAWARE,  Ohio— United  Methodist  seminarians  are  celebrating  their 
graduations  during  campus  ceremonies  across  the  United  States.  Tony 
Jones,  32,  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  waves  his  diploma  triumphantly  during  recent 
commencement  exercises  at  the  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio. 


Episcopalians  focus 
on  Native  Americans 


From  Religious  News  Service 

The  Episcopal  Church,  long  regarded  as 
a  bastion  of  the  upper  classes  and  well  edu¬ 
cated,  is  mounting  an  effort  to  open  its 
doors  more  widely  to  some  of  the  country’s 
poorest  citizens— Native  Americans. 

Presiding  Bishop  Robert  L.  Browning, 
the  church's  chief  officer,  recently  called 
on  his  Blue  Ribbon  Task  Force  on  Indian 
Affairs  to  develop  "a  design  for  a  com¬ 
prehensive,  cohesive,  coordinated  Native 
American  ministries  model”  for  the 
church. 

At  a  meeting  last  month  of  the 
church’s  Executive  Council,  the  bishop 
said,  “The  message  of  hope  that  we  bring 
to  our  Native  American  sisters  and 
brothers  is  that  we  have  heard  loud  and 
clear  their  appeal  for  real  involvement 
in  the  decisions  that  affect  their  lives  as 
Episcopalians. 

“We  have  heard  their  call  for  Indian 
partnership,  for  Indian  empowerment  in 
the  policy  decision-making  in  this  church.” 

The  Rev.  Tyrone  Pitts,  director  for  ra¬ 
cial  justice  at  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  told  RNS  on  June  8  that  the 
development  in  the  Episcopal  Church  is 
characteristic  of  a  growing  trend  within 
mainline  denominations  to  “move  for¬ 
ward”  on  Native  American  issues. 

Like  the  Episcopal  Church,  said  Mr. 
Pitts,  most  NCC-member  denominations 
have  Native  American  desks  which  are 
raising  issues  of  importance  to  their  Na¬ 
tive  American  parishioners. 

Many  of  those  desks,  he  reported,  are 
staffed  with  Native  Americans.  In  the 
Episcopal  Church,  the  Native  Ministry 
staff  officer  is  Owanah  Anderson  of  the 
Choctaw  tribe.  And  Native  Ministry 
Field  Officer  Carol  Hampton  is  a  Caddo. 


According  to  a  statement  from  the 
church's  official  news  agency,  Bishop 
Browning  said  the  Native  American  min¬ 
istries  model  should  be  one  that  “adheres 
to  the  principles  of  Native  American 
partnership  and  diocesan  autonomy.” 

The  40-member  Executive  Council 
meeting  was  in  Rapid  City,  S.D.,  and  al¬ 
most  half  of  its  time  was  devoted  to  gain¬ 
ing  insights  into  Indian  work  in  the  church. 

The  council  made  an  all-day  visit  to 
the  Pine  Ridge  Oglala  Sioux  Reserva¬ 
tion,  which  encompasses  the  poorest 
county  in  the  United  States,  and  heard 
presentations  by  Indian  leaders  from 
across  the  country. 

In  South  Dakota  half  of  all  Episcopa¬ 
lians  are  Indians,  and  within  the  Pine 
Ridge  Reservation  alone  there  are  30 
Episcopal  congregations. 

The  Rev.  Philip  Allen,  an  Oglala  Sioux 
who  is  vicar  of  All  Saints’  Episcopal 
Church  in  Minneapolis,  suggested  at  the . 
meeting  that  clergy  development  could  ! 
be  a  primary  tool  in  strengthening  the  ; 
church’s  Native  American  ministries  ; 
program.  | 

Said  Mr.  Allen,  “The  key  is  clergy.  There  ' 
are  too  many  aging  clergy.  Too  many  of 
our  clergy  die  young  of  heart  attacks. 

“Indian  clergy  should  not  have  to  lead 
five  or  six  missions.  To  me  this  is  one  of  the 
most  tragic  wastes  in  the  church  today.” 

Other  issues  for  the  church  are  evange¬ 
lism  of  "unchurched”  Indians  and  Alaskan 
natives,  partnership  and  “empowerment” 
of  native  peoples  in  the  church,  and  racism 
within  and  outside  the  church. 

“In  addition  to  overtly  racist  behavior, 
other  more  subtle  forms  of  racism  oc¬ 
cur,”  according  to  the  church  statement. 


Dear  Deborah 


Are  faithful,  active  members  often  neglected? 


Dear  Deborah, 

My  spouse  and  I  are  ministers,  and  I 
am  responding  to  the  answer  you  gave 
Gerda  about  seeking  a  different  pastor. 

I  wonder  if  this  woman  let  the  pastor 
know  about  their  problems  or  only  a 
church  member?  How  long  ago  were 
they  taken  off  the  rolls?  Are  the  church 
records  accurate?  How  far  away  from 
the  church  are  they  now?  Is  it  the  same 
town  or  half  way  across  the  state?  Does 
the  nursing  home  have  a  chaplin  who 
could  help  her? 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the  complain- 
er,  the  unhappy-inactive,  the  friends  of 
friends  who  are  getting  married,  etc. 
that  take  up  so  much  of  a  pastor’s  day. 
The  faithful  active  members  are  too  of¬ 
ten  neglected. 

Another  pastor. 

Dear  Pastor 

You  are  right.  A  lot  of  questions 
might  be  asked.  And  the  original  in¬ 
formation  left  out  a  lot. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  compas¬ 
sionate  thing  would  have  been  for 
someone  to  ask  those  questions  intii 
that  situation. 

However,  I  don’t  think  Christians 
want  to  get  into  “blame  the  victim ” 
attitudes.  An  elderly  woman,  with  a 
dying  husband,  is  probably  not  able 


by  herself  to  be  assertive  enough  to 
push  through  the  inertia  of  many 
congregations  and  pastors. 

At  the  same  time,  I  would  ask  you 
why  the  member  she  talked  to  didn’t 
herself  follow  it  up? 

Why  are  the  “faithful,  active 
members ”  you  mention  not  in  touch 


with  the  needs  in  the  congregation 
and  engaged  in  their  own  ministry, 
instead  of  feeling  neglected  because 
the  pastor  reaches  out  to  ones  in 
need? 

You  have  given  us  much  food  for 
thought,  and  I  pray  my  readers  will 
examine  their  own  situations  to  see 


what  their  own  ministry  may  be. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Vivid  imagination  produced  ‘Garden’ 


I  come  to  the  garden  alone. 

While  the  dew  is  still  on  the  roses; 

And  the  voice  I  hear,  falling  on  my 
ear, 

The  Son  of  God  discloses. 

And  he  walks  with  me,  and  he 
talks  with  me, 

And  he  tells  me  I  am  his  own, 

And  the  joy  we  share  as  we  tarry 
there. 

None  other  has  ever  known. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

One  day  C.  Austin  Miles  was  sitting  in 
his  study  reading  in  his  Bible  about  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Mary,  Peter  and  John  at  the  tomb 
where  Christ  had  been  buried  (John  20). 

These  and  others  who  had  followed 


Christ  were  still  in  shock  from  his  cruci¬ 
fixion  and  death.  They  loved  him  and  be¬ 
lieved  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God.  They 
could  not  understand  the  tragic  events  of 
the  recent  days. 

When  she  arrived  at  the  tomb,  Mary 
was  surprised  to  find  the  stone  rolled 
away.  She  hastened  to  tell  Peter  and 
John  that  the  body  of  Jesus  had  been  re¬ 
moved.  As  Mary  stood  weeping  by  the 
tomb,  she  looked  in  and  saw  two  angels 
sitting  where  the  body  of  Jesus  had  lain. 

In  her  grief  and  frustration  Mary  then 
turned  and  saw  someone  she  thought  to 
be  the  gardener  and  asked  where  they 
had  taken  Jesus’  body.  When  he  called 
her  name,  she  realized  it  was  Jesus. 

Miles,  in  his  vivid  imagination,  saw 
these  events  and  heard  the  voices,  watch¬ 


ing  as  a  silent  observer  to  the  scene.  From 
the  inspiration  of  this  experience,  he  sat  at 
his  desk  and  wrote  the  complete  words  of 
"I  Come  to  the  Garden  Alone.”  Later  that 
evening  he  completed  the  music. 

Miles  became  editor  and  manager  of  a 
music  publishing  firm  in  Philadelphia  in 
1898  at  age  30. 

His  hobby  was  photography,  and  he  con¬ 
verted  a  room  in  his  home  into  a  combina¬ 
tion  photographic  darkroom  and  study. 

For  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  Miles's  words  and  music  have  be¬ 
come  a  lasting  part  of  evangelical 
hymnody.  The  hymn  ranks  high  in  any  poll 
of  favorite  hymns  throughout  the  country. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

" Marvelous  Grace  of  Our  Loving  Lord" 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  August  marks 
the  40th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
(he  World  Council  of  Churches.  This  is 
the  second  in  a  series,  looking  back  on 
WCC  history  and  reflecting  on  the  possi¬ 
ble  ecumenical  future.  Material  for  this 
item  is  adapted  from  this  year’s  WCC 
calendar. 

Representatives  of  147  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  denominations  (including  30 
from  Africa,  Asia,  Latin  Apnerica,  and 
the  Middle  East)  came  to  the  WCC  First 
Assembly  in  Amsterdam  in  1948. 

The  theme,  “Man’s  Disorder  and  God’s 
Design,”  helped  them  reflect  and  act  to¬ 
gether  in  face  of  the  spiritual,  social  and 
political  turmoil  of  the  postwar  world. 

Rejecting  simplistic  choices  between 
capitalism  and  communism,  Amsterdam 
insisted  that  “Christianity  cannot  be 
equated  with  any  political  system.”  It 
proposed  “the  responsible  society”  as  a 
criterion  for  Christian  action  in  all  soci¬ 
eties.  •  •  * 

The  newly  constituted  WCC  built  on 
programs  begun  during  and  just  after 
the  war:  services  to  prisoners-of-war  and 
refugees,  reconstruction  and  restoring 
relations  between  war-estranged 
churches.  Inter-church  aid  became  a  per¬ 
manent  and  tangible  manifestation  of 
Christian  solidarity  expressed  within  the 
WCC.  -  -  *  .  • 

The  Commission  of  the  Churches  on 
International  Affairs  (CCIA)  played  an' 
important  role  in  formulating  provisions 
for  religious  liberty  in  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights,  adopted 
by  the  United  Nations  in  1948. 

The  WCC  Central  Committee  in  1949 
set  up  a  Commission  on  the  Life  and 
Work  of  Women  and  Men  in  the  Church. 
An  early  project  was  the  first  global  sur¬ 
vey  of  “the  service  and  status  of  women 
in  the  churches.” 

To  allay  fears  of  a  “super-church” 
dominated  by  a  central  administrative 
authority,  the  1950  Central  Committee  in 


renascent  world  religions,  communism, 
and  the  need  to  rethink  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  church. 

At  the  August  1954  Second  Assembly, 
in  Evanston  (near  Chicago),  174  denomi¬ 
nations  were  represented.  In  line  with 
the  theme,  “Christ,  the  Hope  of  the 
World,”  delegates  commended  a  major 
theological  conflict  between  an  emphasis 
on  Christian  hope  "beyond”  and  “within” 
history. 

Declaring  segregation  based  on  race, 
color,  or  ethnic  origin  “contrary  to  the 
gospel  and  incompatible  with  the  Chris¬ 
tian  doctrine  of  man  and  with  the  nature 
of  the  church  of  Christ,”  the  assembly 
urged  churches  to  abolish  segregation 
and  discrimination  “within  their  own  life 
and  within  society.” 

Concerned  by  “specific  and  serious 
causes  of  religious  persecution  and  re¬ 
pression,”  Evanston  reaffirmed  earlier 
WCC  declarations  on  religious  liberty. 
The  assembly  called  for  more  action  by 
the  WCC  and  its  churches  and  proposed  a 
study  of  proselytism  and  religious  liber¬ 
ty. 

Ecumenical  work  camps,  prominent 
in  Europe’s  post-war  reconstruction,  ex¬ 
panded  in  the  1950s  to  include  communi¬ 
ty  social  service  as  well  as  construction 
work.  With  10,000  young  people  from  60 
countries  taking  part  in  387  camps  in  47 
countries,  the  camps  were  an  important 
vehicle  for  ecumenical  education  and 
training. 

In  October  1956,  an  uprising  in  Hunga¬ 
ry  and  Soviet  intervention  created  thou¬ 
sands  of  refugees.  By  the  end  of  the 
month,  the  first  convoy  in  what  was  to 
become  a  major  WCC  relief  operation 
brought  food,  blankets  and  medical  sup¬ 
plies  to  Lutheran  and  Reformed  parishes 
in  Hungary.  The  WCC  helped  organize  a 
comprehensive  relief,  counseling,  and 
welfare  service  for  Hungarian  refugees 
and  assisted  in  resettling  more  than 
26,000  of  them.  (EPS) 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO 

AMSTERDAM— Major  figures  at  the  World  Council  of  Churches’  First 
Assembly  in  1948  in  Amsterdam,  Netherlands,  included,  from  left,  General 
Secretary  Visser ’t  Hooft,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  Geoffrey  Fischer  and 
Methodist  layman  John  R.  Mott 


Toronto  drafted  a  statement  on  “the 
church,  the  churches  and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches,”  which  remains  one 
of  the  historic  formulations  of  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  WCC. 

A  1950  Executive  Committee  state¬ 
ment  called  the  newly-developed  hydro¬ 
gen  bomb  "the  latest  and  most  terrible 
step  in  the  crescendo  of  warfare  which 
has  changed  war  ...  to  mass  mur¬ 
der  . . .  This  is  a  perversion;  it  is  against 
the  moral  order  by  which  man  is  bound; 
it  is  a  sin  against  God.” 

Reflecting  ecumenical  concern  about 
the  Arab-Israeli  conflict,  the  WCC  helped 
organize  conferences  in  1951,  1956,  and 
1969  to  coordinate  relief  and  rehabilita¬ 


tion  work  among  Palestinian  refugees. 
Out  of  these  meetings  grew  a  large  ecu¬ 
menical  refugee  program. 

The  “message  to  the  churches”  from 
the  1952  World  Conference  on  Faith  and 
Order  in  Lund  (Sweden)  asked  “whether 
they  should  not  act  together  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  except  those  in  which  deep  differ¬ 
ences  of  conviction  compel  them  to  act 
separately.” 

The  Kottayam  (India)  world  youth  con¬ 
ference  in  1952— attended  by  350  people 
from  55  countries  (two-thirds  from  Asia, 
the  Middle  East,  and  the  Pacific)— was 
the  first  time  young  people  addressed  ec¬ 
umenical  questions  in  a  non-Western  set¬ 
ting.  They  struggled  with  issues  raised 
by  political  independence  movements, 


IFeliz  cumpleanos,  4E1  Interprete’! 
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Faithful  Home  Supporters  for  80  Years 


The  women  of  the  “Orphanage  Circle” 
of  the  Winnfield  United  Methodist 
Church  make  up  a  support  group  for  the 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  that  is 
unique.  As  far  as  we  know,  they  are  “one 
of  a  kind.” 

One  member  of  this  special  group  re¬ 
members  hearing  about  a  meeting  of  the 
"Orphanage  Circle”  in  1909. 

During  most  of  their  years  of  support, 
the  women  have  made  large  floor  pil¬ 
lows  and  afghans.  In  fact,  they  made 
“old  fashioned”  quilts  for  the  children  up 
until  about  14  years  ago. 

One  project  of  years  gone  by  was  to 
bring  a  child  (an  orphan)  to  Winnfield  in 
the  spring  and  fall.  The  child  was  clothed 
with  homemade  or  bought  clothes  and 
returned  to  the  Home. 

There  were  times  when  the  children 
were  brought  down  to  Winnfield  for  ice 
cream  parties. 

During  the  1930s,  the  women  of  the  Or¬ 
phanage  Circle  would  come  to  the  Home 
with  a  picnic  lunch  and  spend  a  day  with 
the  children.  One  circle  member  remem¬ 
bers  how  one  of  the  matrons  would  keep 
the  children  from  having  second  help¬ 
ings. 

Two  years  ago,  the  tradition  of  supply¬ 
ing  pillows  was  threatened  when  the 
foam  for  filling  the  pillows  could  not  be 
found.  Fortunately,  a  new  source  has 
been  discovered  so  the  tradition  will  con¬ 
tinue. 

There  are  now  50  or  more  ladies  who 
are  members  of  the  Orphanage  Circle. 
The  lady  who  is  the  oldest  wouldn’t  tell 
her  age.  She  just  said,  “I’m  in  my  80s.” 

Thank  you  ladies  and  God  bless  you! 


HAPPY  “HOME”  MAKERS 


These  ladies,  members  of 
the  Winnfield  United  Methodist  Church,  are  part  of  a  group 
called  the  “Orphanage  Circle.”  This  group  has  helped  the 


Methodist  Children's  Home  for  over  80  years  through  their 
service. 


Suffering  Increases  —  Critical  Care  Need  Increases 


Ground  work  has  begun  on  the  Recep¬ 
tion  Center.  The  dream  is  turning  into  a 
reality  —  a  reality  that  will  offer  emer¬ 
gency  shelter  and  evaluation  services  for 
children  in  emergency  situations.  The 
Reception  Center  in  particular  offers  a 
structured  program  to  deal  with  critical¬ 
ly  emotional  and  behavior  difficulties  of 
youth  and  children  who  need  immediate 
out-of-home  placement.  Yet,  the  number 
of  children  and  youth  needing  critical 
care  continues  to  increase.  In  addition, 
the  severity  of  the  suffering  of  these 
children  and  youth  has  increased. 

Need  is  a  cyclical  thing.  These  suffer¬ 
ing  children  need  shelter  and  evaluative 
care  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  can 


provide,  but  the  Home  needs  funds  to 
build  this  emergency  facility.  The  esti¬ 
mated  cost  of  this  new  facility  will  be 
$850,000.  We  then,  need  you,  your  pledge, 
your  support,  and  your  prayers. 

The  proposed  budget  cuts  of  the  state 
will  drastically  affect  our  ability  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  increasing  number  of 
suffering  children  and  youth.  Ecclesias¬ 
tes  reminds  us  that  “To  everything  there 
is  a  season  and  a  time  to  every  purpose 
under  the  heaven.”  This  is  the  time  of 
very  critical  needs.  First,  that  of  the 
children;  second,  that  of  the  Home  to 
help  those  children. 

Thomas  B.  Holman 

Director  of  The  Reception  Center 


Thomas  B.  Holman 


Family  and  Individual  Counseling  Available 


The  Family  Development  Center  has 
been  open  for  three  years  now.  As  the 
program  has  grown,  so  have  the  ser¬ 
vices.  There  are  three  therapists  on  staff 
and  our  counseling  with  the  community 
at  large  has  grown  proportionately. 

Some  readers  may  not  be  aware  of  the 
opportunity  for  families,  adolescents  and 
individuals  to  receive  qualified  profes¬ 
sional  counseling  at  the  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Center.  The  fees  are  reasonable 
and  third  party  payments  are  possible. 

If  you  have  need  of  counseling  or  have 
questions  about  the  counseling  services 
available  to  you  at  the  Family  Develop¬ 
ment  Center,  feel  free  to  call.  The  num¬ 
ber  at  the  Family  Development  Center  is 
(318)  255-5753.  The  secretary /reception¬ 
ist's  name  is  Melinda  Boyett.  She  will  be 
glad  to  answer  any  questions  you  may 
have  or  refer  you  to  one  of  our  therapists 
to  answer  your  questions. 

M.  Douglas  Ezell,  Ph.D. 

Director  of  Family  Development  Center 


M.  Douglas  Ezell 


Louisiana  Churches  Aid 


Methodist  Children’s  Home 


For  the  past  year,  we  have  been  trying 
to  obtain  the  membership  or  mailing  list 
of  each  of  the  churches  in  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

The  purpose  is  to  keep  all  Louisiana 
Methodists  informed.  The  names  on  the 
list  are  not  contacted  for  fund  raising 
purposes.  Only  those  who  make  a  first 
contribution  are  put  on  the  donors  list. 

Forty-eight  churches  have  made  up-to- 


date  and  accurate  information  concern¬ 
ing  Methodist  Children’s  Home  available 
to  all  their  members.  We  are  grateful  to 
them  for  their  cooperation  and  helpful¬ 
ness. 

Almost  20,000  Methodists  now  receive 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  newslet¬ 
ter. 

The  following  churches  have  informed 
members:  (as  of  May  1988) 


1.  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  of  Alexandria 

2.  Downsville  UMC  of  Downsville 

3.  Bethel  UMC  of  Downsville 

4.  Bayou  Scie  UMC  of  Zwolle 

5.  Maplewood  UMC  of  Sulphur 

6.  Many  UMC  of  Many 

7.  Jefferson  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge 

8.  First  UMC  of  Amite 

9.  Jennings  UMC  of  Jennings 

10.  First  UMC  of  Natchitoches 

11.  University  UMC  of  Lake  Charles 

12.  Church  of  the  Covenant  of  Lafayette 

13.  Grace  UMC  of  Ruston 

14.  Mary  Winans  Wall  UMC  of  Clinton 

15.  First  UMC  of  Denham  Springs 

16.  Winnsboro  UMC  of  Winnsboro 

17.  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  of  Opelousas 

18.  St.  Johns  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge 

19.  First  UMC  of  Lake  Charles 

20.  Church  Pointe  UMC 

21.  Maxie  UMC 

22.  Ville  Platte  UMC 

23.  Trinity  UMC  of  Ruston 

24.  Noel  UMC  of  Shreveport 

25.  First  UMC  of  Shreveport 

26.  First  UMC  of  Bossier  City 

27.  First  UMC  of  Plaquemine 

28.  Farmerville  UMC  of  Farmerville 

29.  First  UMC  of  Slidell 

30.  Franklinton  UMC  of  Franklinton 

31.  Moss  Bluff  UMC  of  Lake  Charles 

32.  First  UMC  of  Crowley 

33.  Morningside  UMC  of  Shreveport 

34.  Trinity  UMC  of  Alexandria 

35.  Lakeview  UMC  of  Minden 

36.  First  UMC  of  New  Roads 

37.  Lydia  UMC  of  New  Iberia/Lydia 

38.  Davidson  Memorial  UMC  of  Lafayette 

39.  Carrollton  UMC  of  New  Orleans 

40.  First  UMC  of  New  Iberia 

41.  First  UMC  of  Arcadia 

42.  First  UMC  of  Boyce 

43.  First  UMC  of  Winnfield 

44.  First  UMC  of  Eunice 

45.  First  UMC  of  Iota 

46.  Faith  UMC  of  West  Monroe 

47.  Sieper  UMC  of  Sieper 

48.  DeQuincy  UMC  of  DeQuincy 


Remember  a  Friend  or  Loved  One 
Honor  a  Friend  or  Loved  One 


No  more  appropriate  way  can  be 
found  to  pay  tribute  to  a  deceased  friend 
or  loved  one,  or  to  honor  a  living  friend 
or  loved  one,  than  through  a  memorial  to 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home.  A  memo¬ 
rial  becomes  an  investment  in  the  life  of 
a  dependent,  neglected  or  abused  child 
who  is  innocent  of  the  burdens  that  have 
been  placed  on  their  young  lives. 

For  these  two  wonderful  reasons,  we 
are  pleased  to  share  with  you  some  infor¬ 
mation  on  our  present  memorial  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  day  we  receive  a  Memorial  Gift, 
we  send  an  appropriate  acknowledgment 
to  the  next  of  kin  or  to  the  honored  per¬ 
son  bearing  the  name  of  the  donor.  An 
acknowledgment  is  also  sent  to  the  donor 
showing  we  have  received  the  gift.  The 
names  of  the  persons  memorialized  or 
honored,  along  with  the  donor’s  name, 
are  then  printed  in  the  next  issue  of  our 
newsletter. 

With  your  memorial  expression  of  love 
and  sympathy  for  a  loved  one  or  a  spe¬ 
cial  friend,  you  are  making  it  possible  to 
give  needy  children  a  Christian  family 
living  experience  and  the  opportunities 
they  need  to  get  ready  for  stable,  whole¬ 
some  and  productive  adult  lives. 

At  a  recent  board  meeting  we  talked 
about  some  immediate  and  long  range 
objectives  that  would  make  it  possible 
for  Methodist  Children’s  Home  to  be  able 
in  the  future  to  help  young  children  over- 


Terrel  De  Ville 


come  the  more  complex  problems  we 
are  hearing  more  and  more  about  every 
day. 

As  we  view  these  long  range  opportu¬ 
nities  for  helping  children,  we  see  in¬ 
creasing  considerations  in  wills,  bequests 
and  trust  arrangements  by  concerned  in¬ 
dividuals  will  be  the  only  way  to  be  sure 
that  all  the  future  program  and  building 
needs  can  be  met. 

Please  consider  what  you  might  be 
able  to  do  for  troubled  children  of  tomor¬ 
row  through  your  will.  Please  consider 
helping  today’s  children  by  making  a 
memorial  or  honorarium  gift  on  behalf 
of  your  loved  ones.  Remember,  even  the 
most  modest  gift  can  be  of  tremendous 
help  to  the  hurt  children  who  have  turned 
to  us  for  love,  care  and  Christian  nur¬ 
ture. 

Terrel  DeVille 
Executive  Director 
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Breakfast  Set  with  Newly 
Assigned  Bishop 


Jurisdictional 
Conference 
New  Orleans 
July  12-15, 
1988 


A  breakfast  will  be  held  to  meet  the  newly  assigned 
bishop  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  The  breakfast  will  be  held  at  the  Marriott 
Hotel  in  New  Orleans  on  Friday,  July  15  at  7  a.m 
The  breakfast  is  open  to  all  interested  persons.  To 
make  reservations,  please  send  $10  per  person  to  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference,  c/o  Don  Hall,  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802.  Registration  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  July  1. 


MEMORABLE  PERFORMANCE  —  The  Dillard  University  Choir  performed  for 
members  of  the  Conference  in  the  sanctuary  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  capturing 
the  hearts  of  their  audience. 


GIVING  REPORTS  -  Dr.  Phil  Woodland  of  University  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  is 
pictured  at  the  podium  in  the  Gold  Dome  during  the  Annual  Conference  session  in- 
Shreveport. 


HAPPY  ANNIVERSARY  —  These  members  of  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
gathered  in  the  Gold  Dome  to  celebrate  the  40th  anniversary  of  the  Advance  with  a 
big  cake.  Pictured  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  James  Moore  Jr.,  Walter  Brock,  Amy  Ward,  Sa¬ 
rah  Fugler  and  Margaret  Bryan. 


ENJOYING  TIME  TOGETHER  —  These  people  attended  the  Retired  Ministers’ 
Luncheon  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  where  this  year’s  retirees  were 
honored. 


AWARD  RECIPIENT  —  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  presented  the  Hall  of  Fame  Award 
to  Audrey  Boggs  of  First  Church  in  Monroe  during  the  Christian  Education  Banquet. 
Pictured  looking  on  is  Nancy  Oliphint. 


CONFERENCE  AT  WORK  —  The  floor  of  the  Gold  Dome  was  the  scene  of  a  lot 
of  the  action  during  Annual  Conference. 


MANY  YEARS  OF  SERVICE  —  These  ministers  retired  during  this  session  of 
Annual  Conference.  They  are  from  1.  to  r.,  George  Anders  Sr.,  William  V.  Sirman, 
Roy  Mouser,  Helen  Marcussen,  Lonnie  Sibley,  James  O.  Evans,  Fred  Shirley, 
William  Stokes  Jr.,  James  C.  Skinner,  James  E.  Christie.  Not  pictured  are  George 
H.  Sherman  Jr.  and  Jefferson  C.  Wallace. 


SMILING  AWARD  WINNERS  -  At  Centenary  Night,  awards  were  presented  to 
churches  who  have  the  most  members  attending  Centenary  College.  Winners  in  the 
different  categories  are,  from  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  Willis  Dear  —  Centenary-Fisher,  Rev. 
Carl  Rhoads  and  Dr.  John  Fellers  of  First  UMC,  Shreveport,  Steve  Caraway  of 
Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette,  Dr.  Phil  Woodland  of  University  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Rev.  James  McLelland  of  Lakeview  UMC  in  Minden  and  Rev.  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys  of  Springhill-Sarepta. 


THE  YOUNGER  CROWD  —  The  Conference  Youth  delegates  gave  a  presenta¬ 
tion  during  the  Annual  Conference  Session  on  their  district  and  conference  events 
that  took  place  this  past  year.  They  are,  pictured  1.  to  r..  Eric  Robinson,  Chris 
Weego,  Dolores  Giles,  Stephanie  Naquin,  Coordinator  of  Youth  Ministry  Carolyn 
Dove,  Heather  Dove  and  Mark  Wilhite. 


AUTHOR  GIVES  LECTURE  —  Well-known  author  M.  Scott  Peck  spoke  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College  one  afternoon  during  Conference. 


MAKING  THE  PRESENTATION  —  Dr.  H.  A.  Harrington  presented  the  Bentley 
Sloane  Award  to  Barbara  Garcia  at  the  Christian  Education  Banquet. 


AWARDS  FOR  EXCELLENCE  —  Pictured  are  the  winners  of  the  Bentley  Sloane 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Christian  Education.  They  are  from  1.  to  r.,  Terrie  Crosby 
Rev.  Mark  Crosby  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Buras,  Donna  Snell,  Bentley  Sloane,  Rev.  Ran¬ 
dall  Scrivener  and  JoAnna  Nelson  of  Aurora  UMC  in  New  Orleans  and  Rev.  Richard 
Gillespie  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria. 


Scenes  and  Even  ts 
of  Annual  Conference 


The  1988  Annual  Conference  Ses¬ 
sion  was  one  that  will  linger  in  the 
minds  of  those  in  attendance  for  a 
long  time.  Many  things  were  accom¬ 
plished  and  a  number  of  exciting 
events  took  place. 

Among  the  highlights  was  the  con¬ 
cert  performed  by  the  Dillard  Univer¬ 
sity  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  S. 
Carver  Davenport.  The  concert  was 
held  on  Monday  in  the  sanctuary  of 
First  Church  and  was  the  first  one 
Dillard  has  performed  at  a  Confer¬ 
ence  session.  The  choir  held  the  stand- 
ing  room  only  crowd  completely 
captivated  throughout  the  concert 
and  particularly  during  their  presen¬ 
tation  of  "The  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Re¬ 
public.” 

In  addition  to  the  numerous  alumni 
luncheons,  other  banquets  and  teas, 
persons  at  Annual  Conference  had  the 
opportunity  to  hear  the  reknowned 
author  M.  Scott  Peck  speak  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College.  He  has  written  several 


books,  including  “The  Road  Less 
Travelled.” 

In  the  tradition  of  the  past,  Cente¬ 
nary  Night  was  held  Monday  in  the 
Gold  Dome.  The  Centenary  College 
Choral  Ensemble  performed  a  musical 
narrative  on  the  life  of  Christ,  “Sing 
The  Resurrection  Song.”  Another 
highlight  of  the  evening  was  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  Bishop’s  Awards.  The 
churches  receiving  the  honors  were 
Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Minden,  Centenary-Fisher  in  Frank- 
linton,  First  UMC  of  Shreveport, 
Church  of  the  Covenant  in  Lafayette, 
Springhill-Sarepta  and  University 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  Christian  Education  Banquet 
was  held  Tuesday  at  First  Church. 
Rev.  Willis  Dear  treated  the  audience 
to  a  beautiful  experience  in  clown 
ministry.  Sunday  School  Awards  were 
later  presented  to  small,  middle  and 
large  churches  in  each  district.  Recip¬ 
ients  included: 


Awards  for  Excellence  were  also 
given  to  one  church  in  each  category; 
Small  —  Trinity  UMC  in  Buras,  Mid¬ 
dle  —  Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria  and 
Large  —  Aurora  UMC  in  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

The  Bentley  Sloane  Award  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  Barbara  Garcia,  who  is  the 
Children’s  Coordinator  for  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville. 
She  received  the  award  for  her  work 
and  dedication  with  children’s  minis¬ 
try.  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  presented 
the  Hall  of  Fame  Award  to  Audrey 
Boggs  for  her  many  years  of  service 
and  dedication  to  church  school  edu¬ 
cation. 

During  the  General  Session,  the 
Conference  ordained  11  Deacons  and 
eight  Elders  and  consecrated  two  for 
Diaconal  ministry.  The  Conference 
also  saw  12  retirees  honored  with  ser¬ 
vice  totaling  nearly  340  years  of  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  Conference  raised  the  annuity 
rate  from  $235  to  $245  per  service 
year  and  they  paid  World  Service  and 
Conference  Benevolences  100  percent 


for  the  ninth  consecutive  year.  They 
also  approved  the  apportionment  on 
the  “Africa  Initiative,”  showing  sup¬ 
port  of  this  program. 

Members  of  the  Conference  cele¬ 
brated  the  continual  growth  of  the 
Sunday  School  emphasis  throughout 
the  Conference,  with  an  increase  re¬ 
ported  in  enrollment,  and  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  Conference-wide  program 
entitled  Evangelism  2000.  It  was  also 
reported  that  church  membership 
stood  at  136,644,  down  1,132. 

Two  resolutions  were  approved, 
one  dealing  with  the  support  of  public 
education  in  Louisiana  and  the  other 
expressing  support  of  a  state  proposal 
dealing  with  fiscal  tax  reform  and 
proposals.  Preparations  were  also  re¬ 
viewed  regarding  hosting  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in 
New  Orleans,  July  12-15, 1988. 

The  1988  Conference  Session  closed 
with  a  Sending  Forth  Service  conduct¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  Oliphint.  Dr.  Odell  Sim¬ 
mons  delivered  the  sermon,  which 
was  followed  by  the  reading  of  the  ap¬ 
pointments. 


Alexandria  District: 

Small  —  Forest  Hill  UMC.  Glenmora 
Rev.  Gary  Elliott 

Middle  —  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria 
Rev.  Richard  Gillespie 

Large  —  First  UMC,  Alexandria 
Dr.  Tracy  Arnold 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond  District: 

Small  —  Roberts  UMC.  Denham  Springs 
Rev.  Clarence  Hillard 

Middle  —  Amite  UMC 

Rev.  Wayne  Evans 

Large  —  Blackwater  UMC.  Baker 
Rev.  Larry  Stafford 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District: 


First  UMC,  Donaldsonville 
Rev.  E.  Eugene  Kimble 
Middle  —  Camphor  UMC.  Baton  Rouge 
Dr  Moses  T.  Jackson  Sr. 
Large  —  Asbury  UMC.  Lafayette 

Dr.  Ray  Branton 

Lake  Charles  District: 

Small  —  Holly  Grove  UMC.  Leesville 

Rev.  Lewis  Olmsted 
Middle  —  Westlake  UMC 

Rev.  Larry  O'Dell 

Large  —  First  UMC.  Lake  Charles 

Rev.  Henry  Bowdon  Jr 


Honorable 
Mention  — 


Monroe: 

Small  — 


Welsh  Vinton  UMC 
Rev.  Jayne  Trammel-Kelly 


Woodlawn  UMC.  Monroe 
Rev.  Pete  Medak 


Middle  —  First  UMC  Bastrop 

Rev.  Ray  Rolon  Spiller 
Large  —  First  UMC.  Monroe 

Dr.  William  C.  Blakely 

New  Orleans/Houma  District: 

Small  —  Trinity  UMC.  Buras 
Rev.  Mark  Crosby 
Middle  —  (none  received) 

Large  —  Aurora  UMC.  New  Orleans 
Rev.  Conrad  Edwards 
St.  Matthew's  UMC.  Metairie 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor 
New  Orleans/Slidell: 

Small  —  (none  received) 

Middle  —  Bethany  UMC.  New  Orleans 
Rev  Alonzo  J.  Campbell 
Large  —  St.  Timothy  UMC.  Mandeville 
Rev.  Larry  Maddin 
Ruston  District: 


Small 

-  Dubach  UMC 

Rev.  Merlin  W.  Merrill 

Middle 

—  Lakeview  UMC.  Minden 

Rev.  James  McLelland 

Large 

—  Trinity  UMC.  Ruston 

Rev.  Chris  Andrews 

Shreveport  District: 

Small 

—  Ellerbe  Road  UMC.  Shreveport 
Dr.  Benedict  Galloway 

Middle 

—  Love  Chapel  UMC.  Haughton 
Rev.  Charles  Roper 

Large 

—  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport 

Dr.  Gerald  Richardson 

First  UMC.  Bossier  City 

Dr.  John  M.  Lee 
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Editorials 

A  better  way  to  go  to  the  woodshed 


My  Witness 


Even  ‘ square  pegs ’  have  place  in  church 


An  academic  leader’s  recent  public 
lambasting  of  United  Methodism  is  both 
hard  to  ignore  and  hard  to  swallow. 

Among  other  things,  Dr.  John  Silber, 
president  of  UM-related  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity,  told  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  (see  UMR,  June  10): 

•United  Methodist  “theology  is  dis¬ 
torted  and  degraded  by  the  trends  of 
politics  and  intellectual  fashion.” 

•“Too  many  bishops,  clergy  and  polit¬ 
ically  motivated  laity  . . .  appear  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  passionately  held  political  beliefs 
without  the  benefit  of  Scripture  or  seri¬ 
ous  reflection." 

•  Church  leaders  “give  in  and  go  along 
with  [various  political  and  social]  agen¬ 
das  because  they  fear  being  called  intol¬ 
erant  or  unmodern." 

•Stances  adopted  by  church  leaders 
too  often  are  informed  less  by  theology 
than  by  ideologies  that  “overrule  reason, 
ignore  rational  methods,  discount  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  others,  falsify  facts,  [and] 
twist  Scripture. . . 

Undoubtedly,  critics  in  some  quarters 
will  applaud  Dr.  Silber’s  taking  the 
church  and  its  leaders  to  the  proverbial 
woodshed  in  such  stern  terms  (see  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor”  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

We  won’t  join  them. 

That’s  not  because  his  criticism  lacks 
merit.  It’s  as  true  today  as  it  has  been  for 
2,000  years  that  some  Christians  “sell  out” 
to  cultural  and  ideological  forces  that  are 
at  odds  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

That  shoe  fits  far  too  many  of  us. 
Where  it  does,  we  should  wear  it  by  re¬ 
evaluating  assumptions  that  may  be  less 
than  Christian  and  making  needed 
changes  in  our  outlook  and  behavior. 

Unfortunately,  when  criticisms  are 
cast  in  exaggerated  terms  and  offered  as 
part  of  a  broadside  attack  like  those  of¬ 
fered  by  Dr.  Silber,  little  constructive 
purpose  is  served.  In  fact,  the  effect  is 
destructive. 


Farmers  in  the  Midwest  and  West  are 
facing  a  crisis  new  to  them  this  year  but 
as  old  as  humankind’s  eforts  to  live  off 
the  soil. 

A  lingering  drought  and  above-aver¬ 
age  temperatures  are  threatening  their 
crops  and  livestock. 

As  the  sun  bakes  America’s  breadbas¬ 
ket,  farmers  are  beginning  to  worry 
about  their  fields  becoming  dust  bowls. 
The  sky  in  some  Plains  states  already  has 
a  dusty  haze  as  the  wind  carries  away 
topsoil  much  as  it  did  during  the  1930s. 

The  timing  of  this  impending  natural 
disaster  couldn’t  be  worse.  Some  rural 
“communities  are  just  starting  to  recover 
from  a  four-year  economic  crisis. 

United  Methodists  have  played  a  key 


That’s  particularly  true  in  light  of  Dr. 
Silber’s  emphasis  on  Scripture.  Ironical¬ 
ly,  his  criticism  doesn’t  adhere  to  basic 
biblical  norms  of  truthfulness  and  help¬ 
fulness  in  at  least  two  respects: 

•  Painting  every  United  Methodist 
leader,  lay  and  clergy,  with  the  same 
broad,  critical  brush  distorts  reality. 

Large  numbers  of  UMs  actively  strug¬ 
gle  to  embody  and  witness  to  an  authenti¬ 
cally  Christian  way  of  life,  often  at  great 
personal  sacrifice.  Many  do  so  even  when 
their  efforts  bring  them  into  conflict  with 
political,  social  and  ideological  forces. 

•Using  a  “shotgun"  approach  that 
doesn’t  distinguish  between  legitimate 
and  illegitimate  targets  neither  edifies 
nor  builds  up  the  body  of  Christ.  Rather, 
it  discourages  and  divides  everyone. 

It  does  so  by  promoting  divisive  fin¬ 
ger-pointing  and  blame-laying,  particu¬ 
larly  when  others  uncritically  adopt  the 
"bad  guys/good  guys"  polarity  such  crit¬ 
icism  encourages. 

If  the  truth  is  worth  speaking,  it  is 
worth  speaking  in  love.  It  would  be  far 
more  loving— that  is,  more  honest,  edify¬ 
ing  and  consistent  with  the  principles  of 
our  faith — to  acknowledge  that  no  per¬ 
son  possesses  or  embodies  the  whole 
truth.  Rather,  each  part  of  the  body  of 
Christ  has  something  to  learn  from  as 
well  as  something  to  teach  other  parts. 

As  Christians,  we  should  hold  each  other 
accountable  to  the  highest  standards  of 
Christian  faith  and  practice  and  not  shrink 
from  any  legitimate  criticism  or  concern. 

That  sometimes  requires  painfully  con¬ 
fronting  one  another,  and  being  confronted, 
with  specific  shortcomings  and  failures  to 
live  up  to  our  calling  as  Christ’s  followers. 
On  that  point,  Dr.  Silber  rates  high  marks. 

However,  such  criticism  always  should 
be  made  in  a  spirit  and  with  words  that 
show  fairness  and  concern  for  both  per¬ 
sonal  and  corporate  well-being.  Anything 
less,  regardless  of  how  forcefully  stated, 
betrays  our  calling  as  Christians  to  do  all 
things  “in  love.” 


role  in  helping  many  communities  deal 
with  the  fallout  of  that  crisis— broken 
lives,  lost  land,  bankruptcies  and  suicides. 

Individuals  aren’t  able  to  do  much  about 
drought  and  high  temperatures  other  than 
pray  for  relief.  But  this  new  crisis  signals 
the  need  for  continued— and  possibly  ex¬ 
panded— work  by  the  church  in  rural  areas 
as  farmers  face  new  tests  of  faith. 

The  1988  General  Conference  passed  a 
resolution  calling  on  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  to  help  rural  churches  rebuild  bro¬ 
ken  lives  and  communities. 

We  should  all  seek  God’s  guidance  on 
how  we  are  being  called  to  do  that,  even 
if  the  most  personal  effect  we  feel  from 
the  latest  farm  crisis  is  a  small  increase 
in  our  grocery  bill. 


By  GREG  POGUE 

I  remember  as  a  young  person  want¬ 
ing  so  badly  to  fit  in  at  church. 

I  almost  succeeded 
in  junior  high  school: 

I  went  to  every  pos¬ 
sible  youth  func¬ 
tion-choir,  Bible 
studies,  you  name  it. 

You  see,  my  parents 
and  I  attended 
church,  but  as  a  fam¬ 
ily  we  never  were 
really  involved  in  our  church. 

It  was  difficult  for  those  of  us  whose 
parents  dropped  us  off  at  church  func¬ 
tions  to  gain  entry  into  the  “inner  circle” 
of  kids  who  had  always  been  there  every 

Pontius'  Puddle 


By  SABRA  BROWN  STEINSIEK 

“To  have  a  friend,  you  must  be  one.” 

— Ralph  Waldo  Emerson 

This  quote  came  back  to  me  recently 
when  a  ministerial  friend  was  confront¬ 
ed  with  the  accusa¬ 
tion  that  he  hadn't 
been  out  enough  to 
make  friends  with 
the  people  in  the  par¬ 
ish  he  has  been  serv¬ 
ing  less  than  a  year. 

It  seems  that  all 
efforts  at  friendship 
were  to  be  on  his 
part  regardless  of  regular  office  hours, 
church  and  home  responsibilities,  and 
the  usual  upheaval  resulting  from  his  re¬ 
cent  move. 

Why  is  this  generally  true  of  most 
churches?  Is  there  some  unwritten  rule 
that  the  path  only  leads  FROM  the  par¬ 
sonage?  Can’t  parishioners  see  that  it 


time  the  church  doors  were  open. 

To  make  matters  worse,  my  parents 
divorced  when  I  was  a  young  teen-ager. 
My  mother  saw  fit  for  us  to  join  another 
church,  one  that  had  a  strong  singles 
ministry. 

Old  guard  was  well-entrenched 

Our  new  church  home  was  attended  by 
the  “old  guard”  of  the  town— people  who 
were  well-entrenched  in  their  places  in 
the  community  as  well  as  in  the  church. 

Again,  it  was  virtually  impossible  for 
a  young  person  from  the  “other  side  of 
the  tracks"  to  become  part  of  the  “in¬ 
crowd’’  of  kids  whose  parents  were 
school  administrators,  city  council  mem¬ 
bers  and  the  likes. 


goes  both  ways? 

Friendship,  or  even  mere  friendliness, 
is  not  the  responsibility  of  only  one.  It 
takes  at  least  two. 

Parsonage  life  can  be  very  lonely. 
Moving  is  an  emotional  experience  that 
can  leave  the  pastoral  family  drained 
and  ill-equipped  to  take  the  first  step  in 
making  new  friends. 

Home  and  office  must  be  established. 
New  doctors,  hairdressers  and  grocery 
stores  must  be  found.  Children  have  left 
home  and  friends  and  need  that  little  bit 
of  extra  care  from  their  parents  that 
helps  them  make  the  adjustment. 

Somehow,  the  expectations  seem  to  be 
for  new  pastors  to  drop  everything.  In  a 
matter  of  a  few  months,  they  must  have 
made  friends  with  everyone  in  the  con¬ 
gregation,  magically  know  who  isn’t  at¬ 
tending  church  even  if  they’ve  never 
seen  the  people  there,  and  always  know 
who  has  a  need  before  they  are  ever  noti¬ 
fied. 


Furthermore,  the  children  of  divorced 
parents  often  occupied  a  gray  zone  in  the 
life  of  a  church.  We  never  seemed  to  be 
found  at  church  socials,  and  our  parents 
could  never  hope  to  be  deacons  or  Sun¬ 
day  school  teachers. 

On  occasion  I  would  hide  out  in  a  bath¬ 
room  during  Sunday  school  time  to  avoid 
having  to  face  another  humiliating  hour 
as  a  nobody. 

It  was  a  relief  to  me  when  in  high 
school  I  found  a  weekend  job  that  gave 
me  an  excuse  not  to  go  to  church.  I 
stayed  away  from  the  church  for  the  rest 
of  my  high  school  years. 

In  college,  the  story  was  pretty  much 
the  same.  I  visited  churches  and  more 
churches.  Some  had  “football  minis- 


Pastoral  visitation  is  an  important 
part  of  the  job.  It’s  also  an  important 
part  of  the  congregation’s  task. 

A  new  pastor  should  make  every  effort 
to  meet  his  congregation,  make  friends 
and  establish  his  care  for  them. 

But  laypeople  have  the  same  responsi¬ 
bilities  to  the  pastoral  family,  making 
them  welcome,  allowing  a  period  of  ad-r 
justment,  extending  a  hand  in  friendship 
and  caring. 

It’s  a  two-way  street,  and  a  one-way 
dead  end. 

Kahlil  Gibran  once  wrote,  "Friendship 
is  always  a  sweet  responsibility.”  Take 
your  responsibility  to  heart.  Next  time 
you  have  a  new  pastor,  make  the  first 
move.  You  won’t  regret  it. 

“ Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Sabra  Brown  Steinsiek  is 
a  member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Springer,  N.M.  (New  Mexico 
Annual  Conference). 


tries.”  Some  were  overrun  by  wealthy 
fraternity  and  sorority  members.  I  never 
really  found  any  place  in  a  church. 

Feeling  sorry  for  myself 

I  started  medical  school  last  fall.  I 
moved  to  a  new  city  and  was  again  visit¬ 
ing  churches  and  feeling  sorry  for  myself 
because  I  was  always  a  square  peg  try¬ 
ing  to  fit  into  a  round  hole.  A  medical 
student  isn’t  really  a  college  student  but 
not  really  a  "single”  either. 

Then  God  showed  me  that  what  I  had 
always  sought  in  a  church  was  a  minis¬ 
try  that  would  serve  me.  I  had  never 
sought  to  serve  the  church. 

A  neighbor  started  chatting  with  me 
one  day,  and  I  found  out  that  she  was  a 
youth  counselor  at  a  church.  I  realized 
then  that  I  had  never  tried  to  be  anything 
of  the  sort.  I  soon  joined  the  church  and 
became  a  youth  counselor  myself.  I 
found  that  I  now  occupied  a  place  in  the 
congregation,  my  own  special  place 
where  I  was  needed. 

Many  don’t  fit  into  ‘boxes’ 

Congregations,  of  necessity  I  suppose, 
often  put  people  in  boxes— singles  here, 
young  people  there,  retirees  there.  I  sus¬ 
pect  that  many  other  people  find  they 
don’t  fit  into  one  of  the  "boxes.” 

If  you  are  a  “square  peg,”  however,  it 
is  perhaps  because  God  does  not  want  you 
to  fit  into  a  round  hole.  It  may  be  that  you 
are  called  to  serve  in  a  unique  way. 

God  gives  us  each  our  special  qualities, 
abilities  and  experiences.  I  think  that  the 
same  God  knows  how  to  use  us  in  the 
kingdom. 

Listen  to  God’s  voice,  and  God  will 
show  you  where  you  should  go. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Greg  Pogue  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Houston  (Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference). 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible  (RSV) — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Rejoice  always,  pray  constantly,  give 
thanks  in  all  circumstances;  for  this  is 
the  will  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  for  you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


Last  week’s  answer: 
Corinthians  12:7b-a) 

Readings  for  week  of  June  27 

Monday:  Psalms  24 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  6:1-15 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  6:16-23 
Thursday:  2  Corinthians  8:1-6 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  8:7-15 
Saturday:  2  Corinthians  8:16-24 
Sunday:  Mark  5:21-43 


Drought  of  1988:  A  new  test  of  faith 


Here  I  Stand 


Your  pastor  needs  your  friendship 


fl 

Sabra  Steinsiek 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Boston  U.  president’s  words  get  mixed  reviews 


To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  sincerely  for  your  fine  re¬ 
porting  job  on  the  Oklahoma  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  speech  by  Boston  University 
President  John  Silber  (see  UMR,  June  10). 

Dr.  Silber  in  my  view  put  the  finger  on 
exactly  what’s  wrong  with  our  church 
and  why  we  have  such  continued  loss  of 
members. 

Thank  God  for  a  man  of  Dr.  Silber’s 
stature,  and  I  pray  that  we  may  rally 
around  his  forthright  analysis  of  our 
church  and  then  do  something  about  it. 
Our  cure  is  not  more  bishops  and  fewer 
members  but  more  Wesleyan  Method¬ 
ists. 

God  spare  our  church  if  we  don’t  heed 
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such  warnings  as  so  courageously  given 
us  by  Dr.  Silber. 

Robert  G.B.  Fielder 
Van  Alstyne,  Texas 

School  needs  new  prexy 

To  the  Editor: 

If  Dr.  John  Silber  has  as  many  prob¬ 
lems  with  the  present  state  of  United 
Methodist  theological  and  social-ethical 
thought  as  would  be  indicated  by  your 
article  (see  UMR,  June  10),  then  perhaps 
the  board  of  trustees  of  Boston  Universi¬ 
ty  might  want  to  relieve  him  of  the  bur¬ 
den  of  being  president  of  a  United 
Methodist-related  university. 

I  certainly  do  not  believe  that  the 
United  Methodist  Church  is  above  criti¬ 
cism  or  challenge.  I  also  do  not  advocate 
“excommunication”  of  dissidents,  wheth¬ 
er  they  are  from  the  right  or  left. 

Dr.  Silber’s  remarks,  however,  reveal 
a  depth  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  United  Methodism  that  ought 
to  call  into  question  for  him  his  contin¬ 
ued  relationship  with  our  denomination. 

I  was  hard  pressed  to  discover  any¬ 
thing  he  might  have  considered  positive 
or  worth  preserving  about  the  United 
Methodist  presence. 

One  does  not  have  to  be  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  to  be  a  Christian,  but  if  someone  is 
going  to  receive  a  paycheck  from  a  United 
Methodist  institution,  then  that  person 
ought  to  think  that  there  is  something  basi¬ 
cally  worthwhile  about  our  denomination. 

Dr.  Silber  gives  no  evidence  of  such 

belief  Jonathan  Altman 

Meridian,  Mississippi 

Dr.  Silber  cheered 

To  the  Editor: 

Hooray  for  Dr.  John  Silber  (see  UMR, 
June  10)! 

He  came  through  loud  and  clear  in  say¬ 
ing  some  things  before  the  Oklahoma  An¬ 
nual  Conference  that  many  United  Metho¬ 
dists  have  felt  and  believed,  myself 
included. 

Dr.  Silber  had  the  courage  to  say  them. 
I  thank  him  for  speaking  for  us  too. 

W.  E.  Moore 

Good  let  tsville,  Tennessee 

Inconsistent  example  given 

To  the  Editor: 

Boston  University  President  John 
Silber  made  a  “stinging  indictment”  of 
the  social  witness  of  United  Methodism 
for  arriving  at  positions  of  social  con¬ 
cern  without  the  benefit  of  scriptural 
support  (see  UMR,  June  10). 

He  then  proceeded  to  specifically  criti¬ 
cize  positions  taken  on  U.S.  military  ac¬ 
tion  in  Grenada,  on  Nicaragua  and  the 
contras,  and  on  homosexual  rights  by 
basing  his  entire  argument  on  purely  po¬ 


litical  grounds  without  making  even  one 
passing  reference  to  Scripture. 

For  anyone  intelligent  enough  to  be  a 
university  president  to  be  so  glaringly  in¬ 
consistent  is  in  my  opinion  inexcusable. 
In  fact,  it  would  seem  to  suggest  intellec¬ 
tual  dishonesty. 

Let’s  hope  the  investigation  of  Dr. 
Silber’s  university  by  the  University  Sen¬ 
ate  will  result  in  the  appointment  of  a 
new  president. 

Chuck  Worley 
Cedaredge,  Colorado 

Write  letters  for  peace 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  United  Methodist  people  who 
are  interested  in  helping  create  a  more 
peaceful  world  might  think  about  writ¬ 
ing  personal  letters  to  the  president  of 
the  United  States  and  to  the  general  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  expressing  appreciation  for 
their  recent  effort  in  Moscow. 

You  can  never  tell  what  one  letter 
might  do,  and  now  is  a  good  time  to 
thank  these  two  men  for  making  an  ef¬ 
fort. 

Also,  it  would  not  hurt  anything  if  we 
would  pray  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  the 
United  States  would  realize  that  neither 
government  can  afford  the  costs  of  ag¬ 
ing,  medical  care  and  hunger  if  our  re¬ 
sources  are  continually  poured  down  the 
bottomless  pits  of  arms  and  munitions. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

All  share  blame  for  losses 

To  the  Editor: 

Again  a  letter  writer  blames  the  hier¬ 
archy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for 
the  loss  of  membership  by  suggesting 
that  the  concern  for  increasing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bishops  is  somehow  related  to  the 
decrease  in  size  of  the  denomination  (see 
UMR,  June  3). 

In  my  experience  the  responsibility 
for  the  diminishing  size  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion  rests  with  both  laity  and  clergy. 

When  a  person  joins  what  he  or  she  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  a  "friendly  church”  and  then 
finds  that  the  friendliness  and  concern 
don’t  extend  beyond  Sunday  morning,  the 
person  soon  “drops  out.”  When  no  follow¬ 
up  is  made  by  clergy  or  laity  (all  are 
ministers,  not  just  clergy),  the  person  re¬ 
mains  inactive,  and  the  name  is  removed 
after  three  years. 

Also,  when  a  person  gets  "turned  on” 
to  Jesus  Christ  and  finds  him  or  herself 
given  the  cold  shoulder  because  of  his  or 
her  enthusiasm  or  encounters  so  much 
concern  for  having  things  "the  way 
they’ve  always  been”  that  their  experi¬ 


ence  and  personal  value  find  no  affirma¬ 
tion,  the  person  soon  goes  elsewhere  to 
find  others  who  share  his  or  her  excite¬ 
ment  about  having  a  lively  relationship 
with  God  through  Christ. 

As  a  pastor,  I  know  that  I  fall  short  all 
too  frequently  in  caring  for  people  and  es¬ 
pecially  new  Christians  or  members  of 
the  faith  community  I  serve.  At  the  same 
time,  I  wonder  how  many  calls  to  express 
concern  for  another  person  or  how  many 
invitations  to  others  to  worship  with  them 
other  United  Methodists  make  each  week. 

When  we  stop  pointing  the  finger  at 
others  to  lay  blame  and  start  taking  per¬ 
sonal  responsibility  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  decline  in  membership,  not  only 
will  we  begin  to  do  what  is  pleasing  to 
our  God,  but  doubling  our  membership 
by  1992  will  be  just  a  beginning. 

Douglas  A.  Asbury 
McHenry,  Illinois 

Why  buck  official  tongue? 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  beyond  my  comprehension  why 
the  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  would  get  involved  in  opposing 
making  English  the  official  language  of 
the  United  States. 

English  was  not  my  first  language.  I  am 
bilingual.  I  am  grateful  for  my  family’s 
philosophy,  which  states  that  when  you 
choose  a  new  homeland,  you  learn  the  lan¬ 
guage,  history  and  customs  of  the  country 
you  choose  to  be  your  new  homeland. 

That  doesn’t  mean  that  you  forsake  your 
former  homeland’s  culture  or  language. 

Look  at  our  neighbor,  Canada.  The 
French-  and  English-speaking  Canadians 
have  become  polarized.  The  expense  of 
having  two  official  languages  is  tremen¬ 
dous. 

All  that  an  official  language  means  is 
that  the  work  of  the  government  must  be 
done  in  English  and  that  the  schools 
would  use  English. 

We  would  do  a  disservice  to  our  immi¬ 
grants  if  we  did  not  help  them  learn  En¬ 
glish,  a  language  that  is  the  world’s 
language  for  trade,  science  and  technol¬ 
ogy  and  even  Christianity. 

English  is  the  ecumenical  language  of 
the  World  Council  of  Churches. 

Would  it  not  be  wiser  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  to  encour¬ 
age  the  use  of  English  by  all  ethnic 
groups? 

A  worthwhile  home  mission  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  be  to 
have  classes  in  English  and  to  conduct 
classes  to  prepare  the  immigrants  to  be¬ 
come  citizens. 

Elsie  K.  Nicol 
Fort  Collins,  Colorado 


1  he  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  1988 
Book  of  Resolutions  1988 

The  Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Resolutions  for  the  1989-1992  quadrennium  will  be 
published  in  September,  1988. 

The  legislative  and  structural  changes  approved  by  the  1988  General  Conference  affect  all 
United  Methodists. 

The  new  edition  of  The  Book  of  Resolutions  will  be  arranged  by  subject  for  the  first  time. 
Also  being  published  for  the  first  time  are  complete  editions  of  The  Discipline  in  Spanish 
and  Korean.  ( Available  April  1989) 

Reserve  your  personal  copy  of  both  books  and  copies  for  all  your  church  leaders. 

The  Book  of  Discipline 

A01-036976.  $9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  $8.95 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  Spanish  Edition 

A0 1-036992.  $9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  $8.95 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  Korean  Edition 

A01-036984.  $9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  $8.95 

The  Book  of  Resolutions 

A01-037379.  $7.95 

Combination  Special!  Order  both  books  and  save  nearly  $3.00.  Regularly  $17.90 
The  Book  of  Discipline  and  The  Book  of  Resolutions 
C08- 229867.  Both  for  only  $14.95 

Deluxe  Edition— The  Book  of  Discipline.  Makes  the  perfect  gift  or  addition  to  library. 
Bound  in  black  bonded  leather,  gold  page  edges,  and  ribbon  marker. 

A01-03700X.  $17.95 

Order  your  copies  now  and  you  won't  have  to  remember  to  do  it  later! 

Satisfaction  guaranteed!  Prices  subject  to  change.  Add  sales  tax  where  applicable. 
Transportation  extra. 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 


ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY  SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  P.O.  Box  801 
Nashville,  TN  37202 

1635  Adrian  Road  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 

ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 

Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  American  Express,  Visa,  Discover,  or  MasterCard.  Call 
Mon.-Fri.,  7:00-5:00  Central  time  or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time.  p-od-umr 
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World  Methodist  official 
hails  changes  in  Soviets 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— The 
change  in  the  Soviet  government’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  the  church  was  evident  at 
the  celebration  of  the  Russian  Orthodox 
millennium,  according  to  the  Rev.  Joe 
Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council. 

Dr.  Hale,  who  was  in  the  Soviet  Union 
June  2-13,  was  one  of  about  500  digni¬ 
taries  from  around  the  world  invited  to 
participate  in  the  event,  which  he  called 
“a  phenomenal  array  of  people.” 

Events  surrounding  the  1,000th  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  Russian  Orthodox  Church 
included  a  three-hour  evening  vigil,  an 
opening  ceremony  and  an  invitation  to 
several  meetings  of  the  Council  of  Rus¬ 
sian  Orthodoxy  at  Trinity-St.  Serguis 
Monastery  outside  Moscow. 

A  stone  was  laid  June  13  in  Borisovs- 
kije  Prudy,  a  Moscow  suburb,  for  the 
building  of  the  first  church  in  the  new 
millennium. 

The  Rev.  Olay  Parnaments,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Esto¬ 
nia  in  the  Soviet  Union,  was  among  the 
presenters. 

His  short  speech,  “Blessed  Are  Those 
Who  Speak  Briefly,  For  They  Will  Be  In¬ 
vited  Back,”  drew  the  most  applause,  Dr. 
Hale  said. 

Dr.  Hale,  who  last  visited  the  Soviet 


Union  five  years  ago,  “found  this  time  a 
very  different  climate.  People  were  fi¬ 
nally  smiling,  seemed  happier.  They  also 
had  a  willingness  to  speak  about  mis¬ 
takes  of  the  past.” 

One  change  is  the  acceptance  of  the 
approximately  50  million  Orthodox 
Christians  as  part  of  society  instead  of 
“enemies  of  society,”  according  to  Dr. 
Hale. 

He  said  the  millennium  observation  was 
especially  significant  because  it  affirmed 
“publicly  the  right  of  the  church  to  exist  in 
the  Soviet  Union  with  integrity.” 

The  government  made  that  affirmation 
through  its  meetings  with  church  officials, 
the  hosting  of  a  buffet  reception  for  700- 
800  millennium  celebrants  at  the  Kremlin 
and  the  attendance  by  Raisa  Gorbachev  at 
the  major  celebratory  event  in  the  Bolshoi 
Theater,  Dr.  Hale  added. 

During  the  celebration,  the  return  of 
church  property  seized  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  reopening  of  500  closed 
churches  were  announced. 

The  nearness  of  the  millennium  cele¬ 
bration  to  the  recent  summit  meeting  be¬ 
tween  President  Reagan  and  Soviet 
General  Secretary  Mikhail  S.  Gorbachev 
“had  the  impact  of  driving  home  the  im¬ 
pression  that  ‘perestoika,’  which  means 
the  restructuring  of  Soviet  society,  is 
possible,”  Dr.  Hale  said. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


KALININ,  U.S.S.R.— World  Methodist  Council  General  Secretary  Joe  Hale  receives  a  loaf  of  bread  from  Soviet 
women  wearing  dresses  traditional  to  their  region.  He  and  other  world  Christian  communion  leaders  were  invited 
to  the  Soviet  Union  to  help  celebrate  the  1,000th  anniversary  of  Christendom  there.  Russian  Orthodox  Church  offi¬ 
cials  said  the  bread  was  intended  to  symbolize  that  visitors  would  not  go  hungry.  Also  on  the  tour  was  the  Rev. 
Howell  O.  Wilkins  (in  white  shirt  behind  bread),  a  member  of  the  Peninsula  Annual  Conference. 


UM  laity  discover  closer  relationship  with  God 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  participating  in  a 
recent  13-month  experiment  by  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Annual  Conference  say  they’ve 
come  to  a  closer  relationship  with  God. 

Staff  members  at  “The  Upper  Room,” 
the  UM-published  daily  devotional  maga¬ 
zine,  believe  the  Virginia  project’s  re¬ 
sults  hold  the  potential  to  meet  what 
they  have  perceived  as  the  "deep  desire” 
of  United  Methodists  everywhere  for 
spiritual  development. 

Seventy-five  people,  both  laity  and 
clergy,  from  five  of  the  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence’s  13  districts  recently  completed 
the  last  of  three  retreats  on  spiritual  de¬ 
velopment,  said  Dr.  James  W.  Holsinger, 
conference  lay  leader. 

"All  of  us  were  astounded  at  what  has 
been  going  on  in  the  congregations  involved 
in  the  project,”  Dr.  Holsinger,  a  physician 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  said. 

“All  of  a  sudden  the  spiritual  tone  of  the 
churches  is  such  that  a  lot  of  people  are  in¬ 
terested.  They  were  just  waiting  for  some¬ 
one  to  take  the  lead  and  say,  ‘Hey,  we  ought 
to  do  this.’  ” 

‘We’re  on  to  something’ 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Bryant,  director  of  a 
spiritual  formation  program  for  “The 
Upper  Room,”  said,  “We  thought  the  pi¬ 
lot  project  might  be  a  good  thing,  but  we 
didn’t  realize  how  much  energy  would  be 
generated. 

“I  think  we’re  on  to  something  here 
that  would  be  good  for  the  church  every¬ 
where.” 

The  project  began  more  than  a  year 
ago,  Dr.  Holsinger  explained,  when  he 
and  Janice  Grana,  world  editor  of  “The 
Upper  Room,”  based  in  Nashville,  “were 
sitting  around  my  kitchen  table  talking.” 
They  had  become  acquainted  when  they 
attended  the  1986  World  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  in  Nairobi,  Kenya. 

In  their  kitchen  conversation,  Dr.  Hol¬ 
singer  said,  he  and  Ms.  Grana  discovered 
their  mutual  concern  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  “was  not  answering 
the  deep  desire  of  its  laypeople  to  devel¬ 
op  their  spiritual  lives.” 

As  a  result  of  that  conversation,  Dr. 
Holsinger  said,  he  persuaded  the  Virginia 
conference  Board  of  Laity  to  take  part  in 
an  experiment  in  lay  spiritual  develop¬ 


ment,  assisted  by  program  staff  from 
“The  Upper  Room,”  a  division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Districts  were  selected  to  participate 
according  to  the  interest  of  their  superin¬ 
tendents,  who  attended  all  sessions  of  the 
three-phase  project,  said  Dr.  Holsinger. 
An  effort  was  made  to  have  all  four  geo¬ 
graphical  areas  of  the  conference  repre¬ 
sented. 

District  lay  leaders,  who  also  partici¬ 
pated,  helped  select  the  13  churches  in¬ 
volved  according  to  local-church 
interest,  he  continued.  An  effort  was 
made  to  include  several  of  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  newest  churches  in  the  project. 

Churches  were  asked  to  send  teams 
with  a  minimum  of  four  people,  includ¬ 
ing  pastors,  lay  leaders  and  two  other  ac¬ 
tive  laypeople.  Some  churches  sent  more 
than  the  minimum,  Dr.  Holsinger  said. 

The  first  phase,  in  spring  1987,  was  a 
weekend  retreat  at  a  conference  assem¬ 
bly  center  in  Blackstone,  Va.  That  ses¬ 
sion  explored  the  individuals’  personal 
spiritual  journeys. 

Mr.  Bryant  said  this  retreat  had  four 
major  components:  Contemplating  the 
“journey  to  wholenes  and  holiness”; 
"bread  for  the  journey,”  a  focus  on  the 
integration  of  prayer  and  reflection  on 
the  Scriptures;  “companions  along  the 
way,”  a  focus  on  spiritual  friendship  and 
direction;  and  “called  to  journey  for  the 
sake  of  the  world,”  a  reflection  on  the  in¬ 
dividual’s  own  Christian  vocation. 

In  fall  1987  the  second-phase  retreat, 
also  at  the  assembly  center,  involved  “an 
introduction  to  the  vision  of  the  church 
as  the  body  of  Christ,”  said  Mr.  Bryant. 
These  lessons  included  studying  the 
church  as  a  fellowship  of  gifts  and  small 
groups,  a  reconciled  and  reconciling  peo¬ 
ple,  and  a  center  of  living  prayer. 

The  third  phase,  an  evaluation  retreat 
June  4  and  5,  celebrated  changes  in  indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  that  had  oc¬ 
curred  during  the  project.  It  also 
sharpened  the  leadership  skills  needed 
"to  replicate  the  project  with  other  indi¬ 
viduals  and  churches,”  said  Dr.  Hol¬ 
singer. 

Experience  transforms  data 

The  retreats  followed  an  “informa- 
tional/formational”  principle  in  which 
participants  took  information  from  re¬ 


CLASS 

FIED 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE:  St. 
Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  Elizabethtown, 
Pennsylvania,  is  in  search  of  a  creative,  resource¬ 
ful  person  for  a  newly  created  position  to  work  on 
a  team  consisting  of  a  senior  pastor,  youth  pastor, 
and  director  of  music  in  the  areas  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  evangelism  of  a  1,300-member  church. 
Salarv  based  on  education,  skills,  and  experience. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUNG  ADULT  ministries.  Large 
evangelical  church  seeks  a  person  to  work  with  its 
singles  ministry  of  hundreds.  Position  includes  work¬ 
ing  with  young  married  adults.  Seminary  back¬ 
ground.  lay  or  clergy.  Suggest  salary  expectations. 
Begin  immediately.  Send  resume  to  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  c/o  Col.  Roy  Holley.  St.  Mark's  United  Methodist 
Church.  4801  Six  Forks  Road,  Raleigh,  NC  27609. 

Please  submit  resume  to:  The  Reverend  Frank  A. 
Nickel.  Jr..  St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  N. 
Spruce  &  Oak  Streets.  Elizabethtown,  PA  17022.  : 
Telephone  (717)  367-1889. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  (DCE) 
needed  for  growing  down-town  church.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  in  children's  worship,  children's  choirs  and 
church  school  program  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Richard 

HISTORIC  1.000-MEMBER  CHURCH  in  its  third  een- 

W.  Rohrer.  500  W.  Platt  Street.  Tampa,  FL  33606. 

tury  in  downtown  Nashville  seeks  a  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  to  administer  full  program  for  all  ages. 
Multiple  targeted  ministries  planned.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  Send  resume,  current  photo,  three  references  by 
Julv  15  to  Rev.  Ben  R.  Alford,  Senior  Minister, 
Mc'Kendree  UMC,  523  Church  Street,  Nashville.  TN 
37219.  (Non-diaconals  or  diaconals  may  apply.) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  CHRISTIAN  Com¬ 
munity  Service  Center  (CCSC).  Southwest  houston 
Social’ Services  Coalition  of  28  Christian  churches 
representing  10  denominations.  Experience  in  so¬ 
cial  agency,  church,  or  related  work.  College  de¬ 
gree  preferred.  Send  resume  by  7/1/88  to  P.O.  Box 
27924.  Houston.  TX  77227. 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  THEOLOGICAL  Semi¬ 

nary.  Evanston.  11..  seeks  vice  president  for  develop¬ 
ment.  Directs  development  staff  of  7  persons.  Reports 
to  president.  Applications  to  Office  of  the  President, 
Garrett-Evangelical.  2121  Sheridan  Road,  Evanston, 

IL  60201.  Due  by  August  15, 1988.  AA/EOE 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  &  youth 
ministries  for  an  800-member  church  in  Tampa  Bay 
area.  Please  send  resumes  &  references  to:  Pastor, 

1st  UMC.  202  W  Church  Ave  .  Dade  City,  FL  33525, 
(904)  567-5604.  Salary  &  benefits  negotiable. 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  NEEDED 

for  a  retirement  community  in  southern  Arizona. 
Green  Valley  Community  Church.  300  W.  Esper- 
anza  Blvd..  Green  Valley.  AZ  85614. 

church  looking  for  director  of  youth  ministries.  A 
team  approach  and  an  extablished  program  involv¬ 
ing  over  200  youth  weekly  offers  the  potential  for  a 
dynamic  ministry.  Salarv  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 

EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 
gram  in  church  of  1.000  members  in  county  seat 

Dr  Robert  Spain,  Brentwood  United  Methodist 
Church.  309  Franklin  Road.  Brentwood,  TN  37027. 

town.  Some  music  skills  desirable.  Send  resume 
and  recent  photo  to  Senior  Minister,  Keith  Memo¬ 
rial  UMC,  P.O.  Box  1,  Athens.  TN  37303. 

VISITATION  MINISTER  (PART-TIME)  needed 
for  rapidly  growing  church  on  Florida's  west 
coast  Mariner  United  Methodist,  7079  Mariner 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 

Blvd.,  Spring  Hill.  FL  34609 

youth  for  1,000-member  church,  Evangelical  Wes¬ 
leyan.  Send  resume  to  Resume,  P.O.  Box  1317, 
Bradenton.  FL  34206. 

POSITION  OPEN:  CHOIR  DIRECTOR,  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church:  Adult  choir,  Thursday  night 
rehearsal,  one  Sunday  service  with  attendant  du- 

POSITION  IN  PASTORAL  CARE  and  Counseling: 
The  Candler  School  of  Theology  invites  applications 
for  an  assistant  professorship  in  pastoral  care/coun¬ 
seling.  Responsibilities  include  teaching  pastoral 
care  and  counseling  in  all  professional  degree  pro¬ 
grams:  teaching  in  the  areas  of  religion  and  person¬ 
ality  and  the  psychology  of  religion:  and 
participation  in  Candler's  program  of  contextual 
education.  Qualifications  include  significant  clinical 
and  academic  training  in  pastoral  care  and  counsel¬ 
ing.  with  particular  interest  and  experience  in  con¬ 
gregational  pastoral  care  (AAPC  or  ACPE 
certification  desirable):  Ph.D.  (or  near  completion); 
strong  conceptual  and  research  skills;  strong  theo¬ 
logical  understanding;  ability  to  bring  to  bear  upon 
the  area  of  pastoral  care  and  counseling  special  sen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  perspectives  of  women  and  members 
of  ethnic  minority  groups.  Send  letter  and  current 
vita  by  August  15,  1988,  to  Professor  Charles  Gerkin, 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  University.  At¬ 
lanta.  GA  30322.  Emory  University  is  an  Equal  Op¬ 
portunity-Affirmative  Action  employer. 

ties.  Job  description  by  writing  to:  Secretary.  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  2200  Rue  Denise',  Ham¬ 
mond.  LA  70403.  An  equal  opportunity  employer. 

WANTED,  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION.  2500- 
member.  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Ocala, 
FL.  Full-time  position.  Resume  needs  to  reveal  a 
person  with  strong  organizational,  leadership, 
communication  and  spiritual  attributes  shared 
with  enthusiasm.  Salary  negotiable.  Rev,  David  T 
Brewer.  FUMC.  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd., 
Ocala.  FL  32670.  Telephone  (904)  622-3244. 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  FAST-GROWING 
church  of  1.000.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to 
Peachtree  City  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
2391.  Peachtree  City,  GA.  30269. 

EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 
gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main.  Houston.  TX  77004. 

treat  leaders  and  transformed  it  by  per¬ 
sonal  experience,  said  Mr.  Bryant. 

Project  essentials  included: 

•  Involvement  of  participants  in  small 
covenant  groups; 

•  Emphasis  on  devotions,  both  person¬ 
al  and  congregational; 

•Development  of  skills  for  servant 
leadership  among  laity; 

•Development  of  “spiritual  discern¬ 
ment”  among  congregations. 

Dr.  Holsinger  and  Mr.  Bryant  both 
pegged  “spiritual  discernment”— learn¬ 
ing  how  to  contemplate  God’s  will— as  a 
key  facet  of  the  emerging  program. 

Dr.  Holsinger  said  the  project  experi¬ 
mented  with  “committees  of  clearness” 
that  were  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  spiritual  discernment. 

"Their  job  is  not  to  give  advice,”  Dr. 
Holsinger  explained.  “Their  job  is  to  lis¬ 
ten  to  what  a  person  or  a  committee  is 
seeking  and  then  spend  a  week  or  so 
thinking  that  through.  They  develop 
questions  the  individual  or  the  commit¬ 
tee  needs  to  ask.  It’s  then  up  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual  or  committee  to  come  to  the 
discernment  of  God’s  wilL”  .  30 

At  the  last  retreht,  Dr.  Holsinger  said,  ' 
“we  discovered  that  not  only  were  the  ’ 
small  devotional  groups  functioning  in  a 
covenant  relationship,  but  they  were 
making  an  impact  within  the  life  of  the 
local  church. 

“Their  approach  to  things  is  entirely 
different.  No  longer  do  they  open  with  a 
perfunctory  prayer,  but  they  set  the 
stage  for  their  business  with  a  major  de¬ 
votional  effort. 

“They’re  trying  to  discern  what  God 
would  have  them  be  about." 


Dr.  Holsinger  said  he  is  organizing  the 
project  results  into  a  conferencewide  pro¬ 
gram  of  lay  spiritual  development. 

“The  full  packet  will  go  to  district  lay 
leaders  and  superintendents,  and  we’ll 
bring  our  bishop  on  line  with  what’s  been 
done,”  he  said.  “The  next  round  of  effort 
will  be  to  get  to  the  13  other  districts  in 
Virginia.” 

Mr.  Bryant  said,  “At  ‘The  Upper 
Room’  we’ve  really  been  searching  for  a 
vehicle  to  share  spiritual  development 


with  conferences  and  churches.  The  Vir¬ 
ginia  project  gives  us  a  lot  to  go  on  in 
creating  some  materials  we’re  thinking 
about.  It  was  right  on  target. 

"We  have  attempted  to  be  of  service  to 
annual  conferences  that  are  trying  to  de¬ 
velop  some  kind  of  approach  to  spiritual 
formation.  We’ve  been  a  clearinghouse 
for  information,  but  the  Virginia  project 
is  the  most  concrete  thing  we’ve  done.” 

He  estimated  a  decision  on  the  guides 
would  be  made  in  September. 


Six  ‘spiritual  concerns’ 
undergirded  lay  project 

Six  spiritual  concerns  identified  by  Janice  Grana,  world  editor  of  “The  Up¬ 
per  Room,"  undergirded  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference’s  experiment  in  lay 
spiritual  development  (see  related  story). 

A  newsletter  from  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  Nashville  listed  the 
concerns  as  follows: 

•There  is  a  restlessness  for  God’s  kingdom  that  includes  a  hunger  for  inti¬ 
macy  with  God  and  a  deep  desire  for  a  new  order  in  our  life  together. 

•  The  form  of  yearning  or  hunger  is  different  for  different  people — a  feeling 
of  emptiness,  a  seeking  for  more,  a  search  for  meaning  or  a  restlessness  for 
justice. 

•  The  spiritual  life  is  not  a  struggle  to  get  from  here  to  where  God  is.  Instead 
it  has  to  do  with  the  claim  of  God  upon  our  attention. 

•  Spiritual  formation  guides  us  into  the  heart  of  the  world.  God  forms  us  into 
people  who  move  more  deeply  into  the  pain  of  the  world  and  who  feel  called  to 
respond  to  that  pain. 

•  The  spiritual  life  is  contemplative— a  call  to  see  God  in  our  midst. 

•  The  spiritual  life  is  essentially  communal.  Spiritual  formation  involves  the 
empowerment  of  our  life  together. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Regional  school  of  mission  shows 
solidarity  with  South  African  blacks 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— In  solidarity  with 
blacks  in  South  Africa,  375  United  Meth¬ 
odists  held  a  commemorative  service 
June  16  for  200  children  killed  on  that 
same  date  in  1976  during  a  protest  in 
Soweto,  South  Africa. 

The  service  came  during  the  five-day 
West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian 
Mission  on  the  campus  of  Oklahoma  City 
University.  The  regional  meeting,  first  in 
the  1988  series,  was  sponsored  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdictional  United 
Methodist  Women. 

South  Africa  is  one  of  three  mission 
studies  for  1988-89. 

After  a  worship  service  in  the  Bishop 
W.  Angie  Smith  Chapel  on  the  campus  of 
the  UM-related  school,  the  328  women 
and  47  men  silently  marched  out  of  the 
building,  carrying  signs  and  banners  that 
read,  “Free  South  Africa.” 

Then  they  formed  a  circle  around  the 
campus  quadrangle,  prayed  and  sang 
“Kumba  yah.” 


One  speaker  was  mission-school  teach¬ 
er  Dumisani  S.  Kumalo,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  layman  exiled  from  South  Africa  in 
1977. 

“On  Thursday,  June  16,  1976,”  he  said, 
“being  one  of  the  privileged  blacks  to 
work  as  a  journalist  in  Johannesburg,  I 
heard  on  the  radio  that  some  school  chil¬ 
dren  in  nearby  Soweto  were  throwing 
stones  at  police. 

"The  radio  report  said  that  this  situa¬ 
tion  was  under  control.  But  that  night, 
when  I  returned  home,  I  learned  that  it 
was  under  control  because  200  children 
had  died.” 

A  member  of  Park  Slope  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Mr.  Ku¬ 
malo  told  the  group  that  the  children 
were  protesting  a  rule  that  the  Afrikaans 
language  of  white  South  Africans  must 
be  taught  in  black  schools. 

He  said  that  South  Africa  has  as  many 
as  317  laws  such  as  that  one,  decided  by 
representatives  of  4  million  whites  to 
control  26  million  blacks  under  apart¬ 
heid  (legal  separation  of  races.) 


The  Rev.  Roger  D.  Hudson,  a  deacon  in 
the  North  Texas  Annual  Conference  and 
a  white  South  African  attending  the  mis¬ 
sion  school,  said  it  is  true  that  many  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  black  township  of  Soweto 
died  at  the  hands  of  “his  fellow  South  Af¬ 
rican  countrymen.” 

“When  you  deal  with  Soweto,  you  deal 
with  emotions,”  he  said.  “I  deal  with  re¬ 
pentance  for  what  has  been  done  over 
and  over  again  because  of  my  white 
skin,”  he  said. 

The  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  is  one  of  five  regional 
meetings  held  this  month  by  officers  and 
staff  of  the  Women’s  Division,  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  addition  to  being  a  training  pro¬ 
gram  for  annual  conference  UMW  lead¬ 
ers,  each  regional  school  certifies  people 
to  teach  in  73  annual  conference  mission 
schools  this  year. 

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  A  more  complete  re¬ 
port  on  the  1988  schools  of  missions  will 
appear  in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  J.  STOVALL 


OKLAHOMA  CITY— South  Central  Jurisdictional  United  Methodist  Women  hold  a  banner  during  a  memorial 
service  June  16  marking  the  12th  anniversary  of  the  killing  of  200  children  in  Soweto,  South  Africa.  The  service  was 
part  of  the  five-day  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  with  South  Africa  among  the  study  themes. 
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Convoy 

response 

burgeons 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists,  scattered  but  de¬ 
termined,  rallied  this  week  behind  a 
“Veterans’  Peace  Convoy”  bound  from 
Texas  for  Washington  to  protest  being 
blocked  at  the  U.S.-Mexico  border  and 
barred  from  traveling  to  Nicaragua  with 
food  and  medical  supplies  (see  UMR, 
June  17). 

Six  bishops,  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  at  least 
five  annual  conferences  and  uncounted 
individual  United  Methodists  were  part 
of  a  growing  protest  urging  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  to  let  the  convoy  deliver  what 
its  leaders  insist  is  humanitarian  aid  to 
the  Nicaraguans. 

U.S.  Customs  officials  in  Laredo,  Texas, 
stopped  the  convoy  June  15,  contending 
that  if  it  crossed  the  border  it  would  vio¬ 
late  a  1985  embargo  on  aid  to  Nicaragua. 

Referring  to  the  intense  response,  Shar¬ 
on  Garfield  of  the  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  in  Washington  said,  “We’ve  re¬ 
ceived  quite  a  few  calls  from  annual  con¬ 
ferences  wanting  to  know  the  convoy’s 
progress.  That  doesn’t  occur  very  often.” 

News  conference  planned 

Tentative  plans  from  the  convoy’s  or¬ 
ganizers  were  to  have  a  news  conference 
June  22,  possibly  in  the  United  Methodist 
Building  in  Washington,  and  to  stage  a 
demonstration  June  23  near  the  White 
House,  she  added. 

Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West  Virgin¬ 
ia  Area),  Church  and  Society  board  presi¬ 
dent,  initiated  an  embargo-protest 
petition  that  was  scheduled  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  this  week  to  President  Reagan, 
members  of  Congress,  Secretary  of  State 
George  Shultz  and  Secretary  of  the  Trea¬ 
sury  James  Baker,  Ms.  Garfield  said. 

The  petition  says,  in  part,  “As  United 
Methodist  bishops,  we  support  the  posi¬ 
tion  on  Central  America  taken  by  the 
1988  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  We  urge  U.S.  officials 
not  to  restrict  travel  to  and  from  Nicara¬ 
gua.  We  urge  the  embargo  be  lifted  to 
show  our  support  for  the  Central  Ameri¬ 
can  Peace  Initiatives.” 

The  petition  also  requests  the  U.S.  gov¬ 
ernment  to  release  four  Convoy  vehicles 
impounded  in  Laredo  by  customs  offi¬ 
cers.  It  urges  the  U.S.  government  to  al¬ 
low  the  convoy  to  deliver  its  supplies  “to 
aid  our  brothers  and  sisters  recovering 
from  war.” 

Six  United  Methodist  bishops  had 
signed  t)ie  petition  by  June  17;  signatures 
of  others  were  delayed  because  many 
bishops  were  presiding  over  annual  con¬ 
ference  meetings,  Ms.  Garfield  said. 

The  petition  was  expected  to  be  re¬ 
leased  June  20  after  more  bishops  had 
had  the  opportunity  to  respond,  Ms.  Gar¬ 
field  said. 

Conference  adopts  resolution 

The  Southern  New  England  confer¬ 
ence,  in  closing  hours  of  its  annual  ses¬ 
sion  June  17,  unanimously  adopted  a 
resolution  titled  “In  Support  of  the  Vet¬ 
erans’  Convoy  for  Peace.” 

According  to  Ann  G.  Whiting,  editor  of 
the  Southern  New  England  conference 
edition  of  the  Reporter,  the  petition 
states:  "We  deplore  the  actions  of  our 
government  in  hindering  the  delivery  of 
this  humanitarian  aid,  and  we  urge  our 
government  to  allow  the  convoy  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  journey  to  bring  humanitarian 
aid,  including  vehicles,  to  the  people  of 
Nicaragua  without  penalty  for  doing  so.” 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston 
Area)  told  the  conference  he  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  the  well-being  of  the  Rev. 
Eric  F.  Swanfeldt  of  Uncasville,  Conn., 
the  conference’s  representative  in  the 
convoy,  Ms  Whiting  said. 

Ms.  Whiting  quoted  Bishop  Bashore  as 
saying:  “I  was  concerned  about  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  the  kind  of  decision  Eric  felt  he 
had  to  make.  Do  you  cross  the  border 
with  knowledge  of  the  implications  of 
this  act  of  civil  disobedience?” 

Bishop  Bashore  told  the  conference 
that,  at  Mr.  Swanfeldt’s  request,  he  has 
contacted  U.S.  Sens.  Edward  Kennedy 
(D-Mass.)  and  John  Kerry  (D-Mass.)  to 
seek  their  assistance,  Ms.  Whiting  said. 

Bishop  Bashore  said  he  also  had  con¬ 
ferred  with  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San 
Antonio,  Texas,  Area),  who  had  talked 
with  authorities  in  Laredo  and  Houston. 

“I’m  concerned  about  &  fundamental 
inconsistency,”  Bishop  Bashore  was 
quoted  as  saying.  “Eric  says  that  previ¬ 
ously  people  have  delivered  vehicles  and 
not  been  stopped.  Our  nation  makes  a  ter¬ 
rible  mistake  in  putting  up  barriers  for 
humanitarian  aid.  The  rest  of  the  world 
can  hardly  understand  why  we  would  in¬ 
hibit  acts  of  goodwill  and  love." 

Other  conferences  contacted 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  contacted  other  annual  conference 
representatives  to  ask  them  to  join  in  the 
protest,  said  Ms.  Garfield. 

Church  and  Society  representatives  of 
at  least  four  annual  conferences — Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois,  Louisville,  New  York  and 
Kansas  West— had  indicated  interest  in 
the  protest.  Ms.  Garfield  said. 

Besides  Mr.  Swanfeldt,  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  the  convoy  include  the  Rev.  Jacob 
B.  Golden  Jr.  of  Charlotte,  N.C.  and  Car¬ 
ol  Cavness  Walker,  a  peace-with-justice 
educator  for  the  Southwest  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  according  to  Ms.  Garfield. 

Beverly  Robberson,  associate  editor  of 
the  Southwest  Texas  conference  edition 
of  the  Reporter,  said  Ms.  Walker  person¬ 
ally  financed  the  travel  expenses  of  the 
veteran  driving  that  truck  in  the  convoy. 
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Filipina  activist  heads  coalition 
backed  by  UM  Women’s  grant 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 


PHILIPPINES— This  smiling  Filipina  by  the  pump  in  front  of  her  home  in  the  rural  barrio  of  San  Felipe,  about 
72  miles  north  of  Manila,  is  fortunate  compared  to  many  of  her  sister  Filipinas  who  must  buy  water  for  household 
use  by  the  gallon  or  five-gallon  container. 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  In  March,  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  ap¬ 
proved  a  $12,129  grant  to  the  GABRIELA 
National  Service  Center  in  Manila,  Phil¬ 
ippines,  for  health  education  and  training 
for  women.  The  following  story  is  based 
on  a  recent  interview  with  the  chair¬ 
woman  of  this  ecumenical  women’s  co¬ 
alition. 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

MANILA,  Philippines— "Before  I  be¬ 
came  a  feminist,  I  was  first  a  political 
militarist  (organizer),”  Sister  Mary  John 
Mananzan  said. 

The  50-year-old  Benedictine  nun,  who 
Could  pass  for  35,  is  well-known  in  the 
Philippines  as  a  charismatic  speaker,  as 
hn  outspoken  advocate  for  women’s  and 
Consumer  rights,  and  as  a  talented  orga- 
hizer  and  mobilizer  of  demonstrations. 

She  is  dean  of  St  Scholastica  College  (for 
women)  and  chairwoman  of  GABRIELA 
(General  Assembly  Binding  [Women]  for 
Reform,  Integrity,  Equality,  Leadership 
and  Action),  a  4-year-old  national  federa¬ 
tion  of  women’s  organizations.  Its  more 
than  100  groups  claim  some  40,000  mem¬ 
bers  across  the  Philippines. 

Woman  president  a  help? 

Regarding  women’s  equality  in  the 
Philippines,  Sister  Mary  John  said  that 
having  a  woman  president— who  would 
not  have  been  elected  had  she  not  been 
the  widow  of  Benigno  Aquino — causes 
many  to  think  women’s  rights  are  far 
more  advanced  than  they  are.  Of  24  sen¬ 
ators,  she  said,  only  two  are  women,  and 
of  400-plus  representatives,  only  20  are 
women. 

“Women’s  liberation  is  part  and  parcel 
of  the  process  of  societal  transformation  in 
its  economical,  political  and  social  as¬ 
pects,"  Sister  Mary  John  said.  “We  believe 
that  it  cannot  be  an  isolated  struggle  or 
even  just  the  only  struggle  in  society.” 

Feminism  arrived  relatively  late  in 


the  Philippines,  Sister  Mary  John  said. 
Until  around  1983,  women’s  groups  had 
been  primarily  concerned  with  national 
issues.  While  women’s  movements 
abroad  were  already  protesting  the  use 
of  women  in  pornography  and  sexism  in 
media,  pressing  for  day-care  centers, 
and  entering  non-traditional  professions, 
few  Philippine  women  would  admit  to 
espousing  feminism. 

Sister  Mary  John  said  she  got  her  fem¬ 
inist  perspective  in  the  early  1980s  in 
Venice,  Italy,  during  a  World  Council  of 
Churches  meeting  on  human  rights. 

Then  she  met  with  three  other  women 
to  form  an  association  for  Filipinas  that 
began  to  give  seminars. 

“It  (feminism)  simply  caught  fire,”  she 
said. 

About  90  percent  of  GABRIELA’s  are 
“grass-roots”  workers  or  peasant  wom¬ 
en,  the  rest  middle  class,  Sister  Mary 
John  said. 

Although  member  organizations  oper¬ 
ate  and  secure  funding  independently, 
GABRIELA  has  national  commissions  on 
human  rights,  violence  against  women, 
health,  children’s  welfare,  funding  and 
education. 

Women’s  studies  resisted 

There  is  still  a  resistance  to  women’s 
studies,  she  said,  particularly  by  middle- 
class  women  who  have  internalized  their 
role  as  wives  and  mothers  and  feel 
threatened  by  what  they  see  as  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  conflict  in  their  marriages. 

“I  tell  them,  ‘No,  there  are  also  cer¬ 
tain  strategies  for  change  without  ex¬ 
pecting  a  whole  transformation  right 
away,’  ”  Sister  Mary  John  said.  “  ‘Maybe 
it  won’t  happen  in  your  life,  but  it  might 
happen  in  the  life  of  your  daughter.  But 
unless  we  change  the  forces  that  start 
oppressive  practices,  we  will  just  perpet¬ 
uate  the  whole  thing.’  ” 

Strategies  GABRIELA  uses  to  bring 
about  societal  change  are: 

•  Organization.  This  is  the  first  strate¬ 


gy,  Sister  Mary  John  explained,  ‘‘be¬ 
cause  a  group  that  is  oppressed  cannot 
be  empowered  without  organization.” 

•Mobilization.  GABRIELA  mobilizes 
women  and  initiates  women’s  issues  such 
as  fighting  against  prostitution  and  mail¬ 
order  brides,  Sister  Mary  John  said. 

‘‘But  we  join  in  the  mobilization  for 
national  issues  like  consumer  issues,  is¬ 
sues  about  sovereignty,  the  foreign  debt, 
military  bases,”  she  said. 

•  Education.  Most  non-formal  educa¬ 
tion  is  done  through  the  different  organiza¬ 
tions  under  the  GABRIELA  umbrella,  but 
the  national  department  of  education  is  de¬ 
veloping  resources  for  a  massive  program 
of  education  on  feminist  perspectives. 

“Most  women  in  GABRIELA  were  po¬ 
litical  militants  before  they  were  femi¬ 
nists,  so  we  feel  there  must  be  a  real 
education  on  feminism,”  Sister  Mary 
John  explained. 

In  1985,  Sister  Mary  John  initiated  a 
women’s  studies  program  in  St.  Scholas¬ 
tica  College. 

•  Feminine  scholarship.  This  strategy 
includes  development  of  an  Asian  femi¬ 
nist  theology  of  liberation  in  cooperation 
with  other  Asian  women  theologians. 

•Legal  strategy.  In  1987  a  campaign 
to  put  an  equal-rights  provision  in  the 
Philippines  constitution  was  successful. 

GABRIELA  leaders  asked  women  to 
write  the  kind  of  equal-rights  provision 
they  wanted  on  pieces  of  cloth  and  go  to 
the  constitutional  convention.  Instead  of 
the  hoped-for  500  women  with  perhaps  10 
tapestries,  some  2,000  women  showed  up 
with  more  than  a  kilometer  (0.62  mile)  of 
tapestries. 

‘‘We  believe  that  the  provision  in  the 
constitution  will  not  work,  however,  un¬ 
less  we  have  a  legislative  agenda,”  Sister 
Mary  John  said. 

Culturally,  however,  the  old  civil  code 
based  on  male  superiority  is  still  in  ef¬ 
fect.  For  example,  said  Sister  Mary 
John,  if  a  husband  must  make  a  business 
trip,  he  simply  informs  his  wife.  But  if  a 


wife  needs  to  make  a  business  trip,  she 
must  ask  her  husband’s  permission. 

Because  of  the  women’s  movement, 
she  added,  a  new  family  court  has  been 
established,  which  is  “a  great  advance 
over  a  very  depressing  and  mostly  dis¬ 
criminating  civil  court  of  women.” 

•Welfare.  “We  are  good  at  organiza¬ 
tion,  at  mobilization  and  at  education, 
but  in  welfare  we  are  really  at  a  begin¬ 
ning  stage,”  Sister  Mary  John  said. 

GABRIELA  is  helping  set  up  integrat¬ 
ed  community  projects  in  slum  areas 
with  day-care  and  family  health-care 
centers.  A  national  generic  medicine  co¬ 
operative  is  in  a  conceptual  stage,  as  are 
shelters  for  battered  women  and  rape 


victims.  No  such  shelters  exist  in  the 
Philippines,  although  one  woman,  herself 
a  rape  victim  who  later  studied  therapy 
techniques  in  Sweden,  is  offering  therapy 
to  other  rape  victims. 

“There  is  so  much  rape  going  on,  now, 
especially  because  of  the  militarization,” 
Sister  Mary  John  explained.  It’s  all  been 
very  “hush,  hush”  because  of  the  culture, 
she  said,  but  workers  are  finding  in  talk¬ 
ing  to  prostitutes  that  probably  90  per¬ 
cent  of  them  had  been  raped,  most  of 
them  as  victims  of  incest. 

•International  solidarity.  Each  year 
GABRIELA  sponsors  a  conference  de¬ 
signed  to  expose  women  from  other 
countries  to  conditions  of  women  in  the 


Philippines  and  to  help  foreign  women 
become  aware  of  the  Filipinas’  struggle 
and  day-to-day  lives.  Also  displayed  are. 
efforts  of  GABRIELA’s  member  organi¬ 
zations  to  improve  women’s  situations. 

At  the  end  of  the  meeting  in  March 
with  the  theme  of  peace  and  self-deter¬ 
mination  in  the  Philippines,  30  women 
from  around  the  world  acted  as  an  inter¬ 
national  jury  for  a  women’s  tribunal 
sponsored  by  GABRIELA’s  commission 
on  human  rights. 

The  mock  tribunal  considered  12  docu¬ 
mented  cases  of  violation  of  women’s 
rights.  The  trial  resulted  in  an  indict¬ 
ment  of  the  Aquino  administration’s  rec¬ 
ord  on  human  rights. 


Elections  of  bishops 


How  many?  Two  jurisdictional  conferences  take  different  routes 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  Southeastern  and 
South  Central  jurisdictions  are  pursuing 
different  routes  for  determining  how  many 
bishops  they  will  need  to  elect  next  month. 

Meanwhile,  officials  in  the  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction,  which  also  could  elect 
an  additional  bishop  next  month,  aren’t 
giving  the  question  much  consideration. 

In  the  nine-state  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
diction,  delegates  to  the  July  12-16  juris¬ 
dictional  conference  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.,  are  to  vote  on  whether  their  region 
needs  13  instead  of  11  bishops. 

In  the  eight -state  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  the  10  members  of  the  College  of 
Bishops  are  to  make  the  decision  on 
whether  to  add  an  episcopal  area  and, 
consequently,  an  11th  episcopal  leader. 
That  decision  is  likely  to  be  made  before 
the  July  12-15  jurisdictional  conference 
convenes  in  New  Orleans. 

Both  methods  could  be  correct,  said 
Tom  Matheny,  president  of  the  Judicial 
Council,  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court.”  Unless  someone  asks  for  a  Judi¬ 
cial  Council  ruling  on  the  procedures, 
both  approaches  will  be  considered  valid. 

Mr.  Matheny  said  he  didn’t  expect  any¬ 
one  to  appeal  but  added  that  he  didn’t 
know  what  might  happen  if  an  appeal  did 
arise.  He  did  acknowledge  that  the  situa¬ 


tion  “would  be  sticky”  if  the  election 
process  were  questioned  after  bishops 
had  been  selected. 

Each  jurisdiction  developed  its  ap¬ 
proach  without  consultation  or  knowledge 
of  what  the  other  was  doing  in  response  to 
a  change  in  church  law  made  by  the  1988 
General  Conference.  That  change  permits 
jurisdictional  conferences  to  divide  cer¬ 
tain  episcopal  areas  with  large  UM  mem¬ 
bership  and  to  elect  additional  bishops  to 
supervise  those  new  areas. 

To  qualify  for  division,  an  episcopal  area 
must  include  at  least  two  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  and  each  annual  conference  must 
contain  at  least  125,000  United  Methodists. 

Under  that  formula,  only  three  of  the 
five  regional  U.S.  jurisdictions  have  episco¬ 
pal  areas  that  qualify  for  division  this  year. 

2  Southeastern  areas  qualify 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference,  made  up  of  17  annual  confer¬ 
ences  in  11  episcopal  areas,  could  divide 
the  Atlanta  Area,  which  encompasses  the 
North  and  South  Georgia  annual  confer¬ 
ences,  and  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area, 
composed  of  the  Alabama-West  Florida 
and  North  Alabama  conferences. 

Five  current  bishops  in  the  Southeast¬ 
ern  Jurisdiction  are  retiring  this  year. 
Thus,  if  the  two  episcopal  areas  were  di¬ 
vided,  jurisdictional  conference  dele- 
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gates  would  need  to  elect  seven  bishops 
next  month. 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  is  basing 
its  approach  on  the  wording  of  the  revised 
church  law,  said  the  Rev.  Robert  H.  Spain, 
chair  of  the  jurisdiction’s  Committee  on 
Episcopacy.  That  wording  allows  the  juris¬ 
dictional  conference  to  divide  episcopal 
areas  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
number  of  bishops  to  be  elected. 

The  exact  procedure  for  bringing  the 
question  to  jurisdictional  conference  del¬ 
egates  hadn't  been  decided  as  of  last 
week,  Dr.  Spain  said.  But  the  action 
would  be  based  on  requests  from  the  four 
annual  conferences  involved. 

All  four  annual  conferences  voted  this 
month  to  ask  for  division  of  their  episco¬ 
pal  areas. 

“We  left  General  Conference  with  a 
few  gray  areas  as  to  what  the  procedures 
are,”  Dr.  Spain  said.  “But  the  Atlanta 
and  Birmingham  areas  are  making  plans 
to  divide,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  di¬ 
visions  will  be  approved  overwhelmingly 
once  we  figure  out  the  procedures  to  get 
the  matter  to  the  [conference]  floor.” 

Dallas-Fort  Worth  split  eyed 

The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence,  composed  of  17  annual  conferences 
in  10  episcopal  areas,  could  divide  the  Dal¬ 
las-Fort  Worth  Area,  consisting  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  and  North  Texas  annual 
conferences. 

Jurisdictional  conference  delegates 
must  fill  two  episcopal  posts,  one  be¬ 
cause  of  a  retirement,  the  other  a  vacan¬ 
cy  caused  by  the  death  last  year  of 
Bishop  Walter  Underwood.  Division  of 
the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  would  re¬ 


quire  a  third  election. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is  bas¬ 
ing  its  approach  to  determining  how 
many  bishops  will  be  elected  on  a  1982 
Judicial  Council  ruling,  according  to  W. 
E.  “Buddy”  Arnold  Jr.,  chair  of  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

That  ruling  says  that  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Constitution  reserves  to  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops  in  each  jurisdiction  the 
authority  to  fix  boundaries  for  episcopal 
areas.  Those  boundaries  are  to  be  based 
on  recommendations  from  the  jurisdic¬ 
tional  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

“As  I  understand  it,  the  only  legal  way 
to  divide  episcopal  areas  is  for  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops  to  change  the  bound¬ 
aries,”  Mr.  Arnold  said. 

The  number  of  areas  established  by  the 
College  of  Bishops  determines  the  number 
of  bishops  that  jurisdictional  conference 
delegates  will  need  to  elect,  he  said. 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s  episco¬ 
pacy  panel  was  to  meet  this  week  to  de¬ 
cide  what  it  would  recommend  to  the 
College  of  Bishops.  Mr.  Arnold  said  he  had 
asked  the  two  committee  members  from 
each  of  the  17  annual  conferences  in  the 
jurisdiction  to  poll  their  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  delegations  on  whether  the  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  Area  should  be  divided. 

“I  didn’t  want  to  recommend  adding 
an  area  without  testing  the  question  on 
the  body  of  the  jurisdictional  conference 
through  the  members  of  the  Episcopacy 
Committee,”  Mr.  Arnold  said. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  could  divide  the  Indiana  Area,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  North  and  South  Indiana 
annual  conferences.  But  officials  in  both 
conferences  have  indicated  they’re  not  in¬ 
terested  in  their  area’s  being  split. 


the  church  today 


Top  UM  education  executive 
named  Paine  College  president 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodism’s 
top  higher  education  official  is  leaving 
his  post  to  reassume 
the  presidency  of 
UM-related  Paine 
College  Aug.  15. 

The  Rev.  Julius  S. 

Scott  Jr.,  chief  exec¬ 
utive  of  the  Division 
of  Higher  Education 
at  the  General  Board 
of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry,  had  Julius  Scott 
served  served  as  president  of  the  850-stu¬ 
dent  school  from  1975  to  1982. 

Dr.  Scott,  63,  left  the  historically  black 
institution  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  then  to  over¬ 
see  management  of  the  128  UM-related 
schools,  colleges  and  universities.  In  that 
position  he  is  chief  executive  officer  to 
the  denomination’s  University  Senate, 
which  examines  and  approves  schools, 
colleges  and  universities  to  receive  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  funds. 

Two  annual  conferences 
in  northeast  reject  merger 

GORHAM,  Maine  (UMNS)— The  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  overwhelmingly  de¬ 
feated  a  Plan  and  Basis  of  Union  that 
would  have  merged  them  into  the  North¬ 
ern  New  England  Annual  Conference  in 


September  1988. 

Meeting  concurrently  June  9-12  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Maine,  each  con¬ 
ference  also  rescinded  its  1985  votes  that 
authorized  the  merger. 

Former  NCC  executive 
heads  Church  Women  United 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Claire  Randall, 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches  from  1974-84,  has  been 
elected  president  of  Church  Women  Unit¬ 
ed,  a  national  ecumenical  organization 
representing  a  half-million  women  of 
Protestant,  Roman  Catholic  and  Ortho¬ 
dox  denominations. 

Dr.  Randall  is  returning  to  Church 
Women  United  after  a  15-year  absence. 

Dr.  Randall  is  the  only  woman  to  have 
held  the  top  staff  position  in  the  NCC. 
She  is  an  elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S. A.),  and  her  educational 
background  includes  a  degree  from  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Scarritt  College  in 
Nashville. 

Youth  ministry  group 
honored  by  governor 

TACOMA,  Wash.— “Revelations,”  a  se¬ 
nior  high  school  youth  ministry  of  Lake- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tacoma,  was  honored  by  the  state  of 
Washington  for  being  chosen  one  of  five 
musical  groups  to  perform  during 
“Youth  ’88,”  the  United  Methodist  Youth 
conference  in  August  in  Macomb,  Ill. 


Table-grape  boycott 
tug-of-war  continues 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.-The  United 
Methodist  tug-of-war  over  the  California 
table  grape  boycott  issue  isn’t  over. 

Members  of  the  California-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference  singled  out  a  bankrupt 
corporation  last  week  as  “a  potential  se¬ 
lective  boycott  target”  but  didn’t  call  for 
a  boycott.  And  they  won’t— for  at  least 
another  year. 

A  boycott  by  members  of  that  one  an¬ 
nual  conference  apparently  couldn’t  be 
implemented  until  after  a  conference 
vote  approving  it  is  taken  in  June  1989, 
according  to  interpretations  offered  by 
conference  officials  last  week. 

The  conference  recommended  that  Tex- 
Cal  Land  Inc.,  a  table  grape  grower  in¬ 
volved  in  bankruptcy  proceedings  or  its 
successor  corporations  be  designated  as  a 
target  for  a  potential  selective  boycott. 

That  information  will  be  forwarded  to 
the  UM  General  Board  of  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  with  the  conference’s  assurance  that 
the  task  force  “will  continue  to  be  of  assis¬ 
tance  in  this  matter,”  a  statement  said. 

The  action  turns  the  spotlight  on  the 
Washington-based  board’s  executive 
committee. 

The  Church  and  Society  board  voted 
31-30  in  February  to  direct  its  executive 
committee  to  call  for  a  general  boycott 
if  neither  of  the  two  California  confer¬ 
ences  puts  a  selective  boycott  in  place. 
That  committee  meets  this  weekend  in 
Washington. 

In  the  meantime,  the  1988  General 
Conference  rejected  a  call  in  early  May 
for  a  churchwide  general  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes  by  a  558-328  vote. 

Russ  Walker,  a  lay  member  of  both 
the  California-Nevada  conference  and 
the  general  board's  executive  commit¬ 
tee,  said  he  did  not  know  if  the  commit¬ 
tee  would: 

•  Follow  the  California-Nevada  con¬ 
ference’s  lead. 

•  Bow  to  the  vote  of  the  General  Con¬ 
ference. 


•  Or  act  on  its  own  to  call  for  a  gener¬ 
al  boycott  if  neither  of  the  California 
conferences  comes  up  with  a  selective 
boycott  target. 

The  California-Pacific  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  also  met  last  week  with  the  table- 
grape  boycott  issue  on  its  agenda.  A 
report  on  its  actions  was  not  available  at 
press  time. 

“I  think  the  question  will  be  a  struggle 
for  the  committee,”  Mr.  Walker  said.  He 
is  an  almond  farmer  from  Patterson, 
Calif.,  and  a  member  of  Patterson  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church. 

The  California-Nevada  conference 
overwhelmingly  decided— by  a  show  of 
hands— to  continue  its  selective-boycott 
task  force  for  another  year  to  identify 
any  corporations  that  produce  table 
grapes  and  that: 

•  Refuse  to  engage  in  good  faith  bar¬ 
gaining  with  the  United  Farm  Workers 
or  other  legally  constituted  union. 

•Impede  or  prevent  free  and  fair 
elections  on  their  farms. 

•Or  are  responsible  for  documented 
misuse  of  pesticides  jeopardizing  work¬ 
ers  in  the  fields. 

“In  addition  to  a  legal  response,”  the 
statement  said,  “the  church  has  the  mor¬ 
al,  ethical  and  theological  responsibility 
to  care  for  all  people.  We  should  there¬ 
fore  search  out  and  challenge  all  viola¬ 
tors,  whether  cited  or  not.” 

Tex-Cal  has  been  fined  $200,000  for  un¬ 
fair  labor  practices;  its  president  has 
been  jailed;  and  the  firm  has  sold  all  but 
400  acres  of  its  table  grape  holdings. 

The  firm  is  in  bankruptcy  court,  but 
conference  members  warned  that  it  might 
be  brought  back  out  of  bankruptcy  and 
urged  that  it  continue  to  be  monitored  for 
compliance  with  farm  labor  laws. 

The  California-Nevada  conference  re¬ 
jected  a  resolution  that  would  have 
asked  all  church  boards  and  agencies  not 
to  endorse  or  oppose  a  general  boycott  of 
California  table  grapes  this  year. 


Illegal  immigrant  total  in  U.S. 
placed  at  2  million  by  UM  expert 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— At  least  2  million  immi¬ 
grants  still  remain  in  the  United  States 
without  legal  status,  according  to  Loren 
Stanton,  an  immigration  specialist  for 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

About  the  same  number  of  undocu¬ 
mented  people  applied  for  temporary 
residence  status  under  an  amnesty  pro¬ 
gram  that  ended  last  month. 

If  accepted,  they  must  pass  English 
and  civics  examinations  before  qualify¬ 
ing  for  permanent  status. 

“That  is  an  opportunity  for  the  local 
church— to  assist  the  immigrant  who,  at 
this  stage,  has  made  the  first  hurdle,  but 
has  two  hurdles  to  go,”  said  Craig  Nel¬ 
son,  an  immigration  specialist  based  in 
Miami. 

Through  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief,  five  regional  immigra- 
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tion  specialists  and  various  conference 
and  local  projects,  the  church  has  been 
working  to  assist  undocumented  people 
on  both  legalization  and  social-service 
needs. 

Some  of  those  who  remain  undocu¬ 
mented  did  not  meet  the  law’s  residency 
deadline,  which  required  that  they  live  in 
the  United  States  since  Jan.  1, 1982. 

Others  were  unable  to  document  their 
residency  or  feared  applying  because 
they  would  be  deported  if  they  did  not 
qualify. 
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CCOM  Office  Makes  Staff  Changes 


Three  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  which 
became  effective  following  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  according  to  Dr.  Harvey  G.  Wil¬ 
liamson,  Executive  Director  CCOM. 

Larry  Lewis,  who  for  the  past  year- 
and-a-half  has  served  as  Coordinator  of 
Children  and  Youth  Ministries  for  the 
Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  has 
moved  into  the  new  position  of  Director 
of  Education  Ministries. 

He  will  have  the  responsibility  for 
Education  Ministries,  working  with  the 
Conference  Board  of  Discipleship.  Lewis 
will  be  available  to  local  churches  or 
clusters  of  churches  to  work  with  teach¬ 
er  training  and/or  Sunday  School  evalua¬ 
tions.  He  will  continue  the  responsibility 
of  children’s  ministries  and  camping  re¬ 
sources,  bringing  these  with  him  to  his 
new  job. 

Lewis  holds  a  bachelor’s  degree  in  re¬ 
ligion  and  has  a  master  of  divinity  de¬ 
gree  in  Christian  education  from  the 
Christian  Theological  Seminary  in  India¬ 
napolis. 

He  has  worked  in  the  position  of  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Christian  Education  at  Gretna 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  he 
served  for  four  years  prior  to  beginning 
his  work  in  the  Conference  Office.  Other 
past  positions  include  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  at  Charleston  UMC  in 
Missouri,  Director  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  at  Community  UMC  in  Circleville, 
Ohio  and  Youth  Director  at  First  Friends 
Church  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  Lewis  is  a 
certified  Director  of  Christian  Education 
and  is  a  certified  lab  leader  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  areas  of  elementary 
children  and  small  membership 
churches. 

Carolyn  Dove  will  be  assuming  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  Coordinator  of  Youth 


Ministries  and  will  be  working  part-time 
in  the  Conference  Office. 

She  will  be  assisting  the  Conference 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries  as  a  re¬ 
source  person  for  district  and  local 
church  programs.  The  first  Conference¬ 
wide  event  for  which  she  will  be  in 
charge  will  be  the  Fall  Convo  on  October 
8  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Dove  has  much  work  experience,  in¬ 
cluding  five  years  as  a  teacher  at 
Jefferson  Methodist  Preschool.  She  has 
served  a  number  of  offices  in  the  United 
Methodist  Women  group  at  Jefferson 
UMC,  where  she  is  a  member.  She  has 
also  served  as  youth  coordinator  at 
Jefferson,  as  adult  member  of  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District  Youth,  on  the 
district  level  for  UMW  and  as  the  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  District  Council  on 


Ministries  Education  Chairperson. 

The  third  change  in  the  CCOM  Staff  is 
the  appointment  of  Rev.  Elizabeth  “Bet¬ 
sy”  Irvine  as  the  new  CrossLines  Minis¬ 
tries  Director. 

Irvine,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  has  a 
bachelor’s  from  Ohio  Wesleyean  Univer¬ 
sity  and  has  her  master  of  divinity  from 
Yale  Divinity  School  with  emphasis  on 
theology  and  social  ethics.  She  has  also 
completed  studies  at  the  University  of 
St.  Andrews  in  Scotland  and  at  Phillips 
University  in  Marburg,  West  Germany. 

She  has  most  recently  served  as  asso¬ 
ciate  pastor  at  University  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  where  she  was 
responsible  for  all  educational  minis¬ 
tries,  worship  leadership,  community 
ministries  and  urban  ministries  liaison. 

Irvine  has  served  as  pastor/chaplain 


I 


i  k 


\  /  ffM 

ii  ,  f 

, 

i  i 


Larry  Lewis 


Carolyn  Dove 


Hi 


Betsy  Irvine 


South  Central  Jurisdiction  Slated  for  New  Orleans,  July  12-16 


The  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  will  be  held  at  the  Marriott  Ho¬ 
tel  on  Canal  Street  in  New  Orleans  and 
will  begin  on  July  12  with  the  Memorial 
Service  and  Holy  Communion.  Two  Loui¬ 
siana  natives  will  be  participating  in  this 
service,  Bishbp  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  will 
be  presiding  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
will  be  preaching. 

During  this  four-day  conference,  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  will  be  hearing  reports 
from  the  various  committees  as  well  as 
presentations  from  the  institutions  found 
within  the  bounds  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

Balloting  for  the  election  of  new  bish¬ 
ops  will  begin  on  Wednesday  morning 


and  will  continue  until  the  vacancies  are 
filled.  The  Methodists  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  like  so  many  other  confer¬ 
ences  this  year,  are  waiting  anxiously 
for  the  results  and  assignments  of  bish¬ 
ops  to  know  who  their  new  episcopal 
leader  will  be. 

The  five  regional  bodies  of  United 
Methodism  will  have  their  quadrennial 
elections  of  bishops  in  July.  The  denomi¬ 
nation's  South  Central,  Southeastern, 
North  Central,  Northeastern  and  West¬ 
ern  Jurisdictional  conferences  will  meet 
simultaneously  July  12-16  in  New  Or¬ 
leans;  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.;  DeKalb,  Ill.; 
Buckhannon,  W.Va.,  and  San  Diego,  re¬ 
spectively. 


Eleven  bishops  across  the  church,  in 
the  United  States  and  Puerto  Rico,  are 
slated  to  retire.  One  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  of 
Louisiana  will  also  be  filled. 

Another  10  bishops  will  complete  nor¬ 
mal  terms  of  eight  years  in  one  assign¬ 
ment  and  may  be  replaced.  Three  of 
these  bishops  completing  terms  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  are  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.,  St.  Louis;  Louis  W.  Schowen- 
gerdt,  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  and  Ernest  T. 
Dixon,  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  law  pro¬ 
vides  for  a  third  four-year  term  in  an 
area  if  it  is  deemed  in  the  “best  interest 
of  the  jurisdiction.” 

General  Conference  action  allowing 


episcopal  areas  with  more  than  125,000 
members  to  split  into  two  areas  could 
add  four  more  bishops.  Dallas-Ft.  Worth 
is  one  of  the  four  areas  that  meet  the 
criteria. 

The  jurisdictional  delegates  from 
eight  states  and  17  annual  conferences 
also  will  elect  their  representatives  to 
United  Methodist  national  and  interna¬ 
tional  programs  and  administrative 
agencies. 

Louisiana,  as  the  host  conference,  is 
fortunate  to  have  this  event  nearby.  All 
United  Methodists  in  Louisiana  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  and  participate  in  this  sig¬ 
nificant  conference. 


Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Offers 
Tour  and  Luncheon  for  SCJ  Visitors 


Methodist  Hospital  of  New  Orleans  in¬ 
vites  members  and  guests  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  join 
in  their  specially  sponsored  activities  to 
be  held  during  the  July  12-15th  event. 

The  Methodist  Hospital  staff  will  con¬ 
duct  daily  medical  screenings  in  Les  Ga- 
leries  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Marriott 
Hotel  from  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  on  July  12, 13 
and  14.  Conference  attendees  are  invited 
to  have  their  blood  pressures  checked 
and  participate  in  the  diabetic  and  nutri¬ 
tional  screenings.  Educational  informa¬ 
tion  will  be  available. 

Hospital  personnel  will  also  provide 
first  aid  services  for  the  Conference. 

As  the  only  Methodist  Hospital  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana,  the  Hospital  is  also 
extending  an  invitation  to  spouses/com¬ 
panions  of  Louisiana  delegates  to  visit 
Methodist  Hospital  and  the  other  facili¬ 
ties  of  the  Methodist  Health  Complex. 
The  tour/luncheon  will  be  conducted  on 


Wednesday,  July  13th.  A  chartered  bus 
will  depart  from  the  hotel  at  11  a.m.  and 
return  at  2:30  p.m. 

While  delegates  are  welcome,  Confer¬ 
ence  schedules  may  not  allow  for  their 
attendance,  stated  Fred  Young,  Hospital 
President. 

In  addition  to  Methodist  Hospital,  the 
Methodist  Health  Complex  houses  the 
Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavillion,  the 
Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Center, 
the  Methodist  Occupational  and  Industri¬ 
al  Medicine  Center,  the  Methodist  Neuro¬ 
surgery  Center,  the  latest  addition  to  the 
Complex,  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center, 
scheduled  for  completion  in  the  fall,  the 
Methodist  Child  Care  Center  and  the 
Medical  Center  of  East  New  Orleans. 

For  more  information,  call  Methodist 
Hospital  at  (504)  244-5435.  Reservations 
for  the  tour/ luncheon  are  requested  by 
July  6th. 


July  Conference  Calendar 

5-7  Middle  Elementary  I,  Camp  Istrouma 

5-9  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Youth  Ministry  Organization  (JYMO) 

11-15  Elementary  n,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
11-15  Elementary  I,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

11- 15  Older  Elementary  H,  Camp  Istrouma 

12- 15  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference,  Marriott  Hotel,  New  Orleans 

15-17  Senior  High,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

15-21  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Lab/Seminar,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 
17-22  Methodist  Home  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

17- 23  Monroe  District  “Harvest  of  Hope” 

18  UMW  Program,  Finance  and  Executive  Committee  Meetings,  Centenary 
College 

18- 22  Junior  High  n,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

18- 20  Camp  First  Time 

19- 22  UMW  Weekday  School  of  Christian  Missions,  Centenary  College 

22- 24  UMW  Weekend  School  of  Christian  Missions,  Centenary  College 

23- 29  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Lab/Seminar,  Sacramento,  New  Mexico 

24- 30  Christian  Community  Experience,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

25- 29  Junior  High  Camp,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

25-29  Older  Elementary  IH,  Camp  Istrouma 

25-29  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Inclusive  Camp,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 


Lay  people  and  clergy  from  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  churches  have  been  meeting 
for  over  a  year  to  plan  television  cover¬ 
age  during  the  week  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference,  July  12-15. 

The  Religious  Access  Channel 
(REACH),  sponsored  by  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  Federation  of  Churches,  is  de¬ 
voting  the  entire  week  to  Methodist  pro¬ 
grams.  The  Methodist  Network,  the  first 
denominational  group  asked  to  develop 
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of  the  Protestant  Student  Congregation 
of  the  University  of  Munich  and  as  pro¬ 
gram  associate  of  the  Urban  Training 
Organization  of  Atlanta,  Inc.  in  Georgia, 
i  In  this  position,  she  worked  with  local 
congregations  and  agencies  to  develop 
programs  of  outreach  and  joint  projects 
with  poor  communities,  assisted  in  con¬ 
gregation  based  community  organizing 
in  three  public  housing  projects  and  ad¬ 
ministratively  helped  with  grant  writing, 
fund  raising,  community  relations,  pre¬ 
sentations  and  training  seminars  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches  participation  on  local 
boards  and  agencies. 

These  three  changes  in  the  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries  staff  are  expected 
to  bring  about  great  things  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  of  Louisiana  in  the  new 
quadrennium. 


AGENDA 

South  Central  Jurisdictional 

Monday,  July  11, 1988 

3.00  p.m.  Chairpersons  of  local  committees. 

5:00  p.m.  (dinner)  Conference  secretarial  staff  &  Communications  Committee. 

6:30  p.m.  (dinner)  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


Tuesday,  July  12. 

8:30  a.m. 

8:30  a.m. -5:00  p.m. 
9:00  a.m. 

10:00  a.m.-5:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 

1:30  p.m.-5:00  p.m. 


3:30  p.m. -5:30  p.m. 
4:00  p.m.-5:00  p.m. 
5:30  p.m. 

6:30  p.m.-8:00  p.m. 


8:30  p.m.-9:30  p.m. 


1988 

Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Committee  on  Nominations. 

Bishops  meet  with  Secretary  of  the  Conference. 
Registration. 

All  tellers. 

Committee  Meetings: 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  (contd). 

Committee  on  Nominations  (contd). 

Courtesies  and  Privileges. 

Credentials. 

Journal. 

Structure  and  Rules  of  Order. 

Petitions  and  Resolutions. 

Council  on  Finance  and  Administration. 

Press  briefing. 

Rehearsal  for  Communion  and  Memorial  Service. 
Holy  Communion  and  Memorial  Service. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  presiding. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  preaching. 

Fellowship  time  honoring  The  Episcopal  Family. 


6:30  a.m. 
8:30  a.m. 


10:15  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


Wednesday,  July  13, 1988 

Laity  breakfast. 

Jurisdictional  Conference  in  session. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr.,  presiding. 

Opening  Prayers. 

Organization  of  Conference,  Conference  Secretary. 
Committee  on  Credentials  report. 

Confirmation  and  election  of  committees  and  the  secretarial 
staff. 

Introductions:  Host  Bishop  —  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
The  Honorable  Sidney  J.  Barthelemy, 

Mayor  of  New  Orleans. 

The  Honorable  Buddy  Roemer,  Governor  of  Louisiana. 
The  Episcopal  Message  —  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon,  Jr. 
Recess. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  presiding. 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  Report  #1. 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  Report  #1. 

First  ballot  for  the  election  of  Bishops  (subsequent  ballot¬ 
ing  and  ballot  reports  are  to  be  taken  at  the  discretion  of  the 
presiding  officer). 

Committee  on  Structure  and  Rules  of  Order. 

Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges. 

Lunch. 

Bishop  W.  T.  Handy,  Jr.,  presiding. 

Committee  on  Journal  report. 

Report  of  the  Jurisdictional  Council  on  Ministries. 
Presentations: 

Southern  Methodist  University. 

Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

Break. 

Presentations  continued: 

St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

Mt.  Sequoyah. 

Lydia  Patterson  Institute. 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  report  #2. 

Adjourn  for  dinner. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  presiding. 

Committee  on  Journal  report. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  report. 

The  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

United  Methodist  Women. 

United  Methodist  Youth. 

United  Methodist  Men. 

Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges  report. 


12:00  noon 
2:00  p.m. 


3:30  p.m. 
3:45  p.m. 


5:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


HAPPY  100th  —  David  Haas  UMC  in  Bunkie  celebrated  100  years  with  a  special 
worship  service  with  over  200  in  attendance,  followed  by  a  “dinner  on  the  grounds.” 
Over  300  attended  the  weekend  events,  including  a  Songfest  with  Roy  Baker  and  his 
musical  group,  the  burying  of  a  time  capsule,  open  house  and  a  candlelight  Commu¬ 
nion  Service.  Former  pastors  Larry  O’Dell,  Clyde  Averett,  W.D.  Boddie,  Don  Hall 
and  Eskel  Tatum  joined  in  the  celebration.  Rev.  Charles  Floyd  is  the  pastor  and 
Nancy  Newton  was  the  chairman  of  the  event. 

Methodist  Television  Network 
Plans  Coverage  of  Jurisdictional 


Thursday, 

8:30  a.m. 


9:45  a.m. 
(Order  of 


10:15  a.m. 
10:30  a.m. 


12:00  noon 
2:00  p.m. 


5:30  p.m. 
7:30  p.m. 


programs  in  conjunction  with  the  cable 
television  station,  was  inspired  by  Bishop 
Walter  Underwood’s  interest  in  this  area. 
The  Jurisdictional  Conference  is  its  first 
project. 

Cable  Channel  47  will  broadcast  Meth¬ 
odist  programs  and  Conference  proceed¬ 
ings,  as  well  as  locally  produced 
interviews,  from  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  each 
evening. 


,  July  14, 1988 

Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  presiding. 

Opening  Prayers. 

Dillard  University  Choir. 

Committee  on  Journal  report. 

Presentation  of  Bishop’s  spouses. 

Greetings  from  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops. 
Introduction  of  Ecumenical  representatives, 
the  Day)  Service  honoring  retiring  Bishops. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  president  of  the  College  of  Bishops, 
presiding. 

Recess. 

Recess. 

Bishop  John  Russell  presiding. 

Committee  on  Communications  report. 

Committee  on  Petitions  and  Resolutions  report. 
Committee  on  Archives  and  History  report. 

Committee  on  Inter-Ethnic  Concerns  report. 

Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges  report. 

Lunch. 

Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  presiding. 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  report  #3. 

Executive  Committee,  South  Central  Jurisdiction  report 
Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  report  #2. 
Jurisdictional  treasurer’s  report. 

Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges. 

Dinner. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  presiding. 

Committee  on  Journal  report. 

“Twentieth  Anniversary  of  the  Ministerial  Education 
Fund”  report. 

Committee  on  Nominations  report. 

Committee  on  Episcopacy  report  #4. 

Celebration  of  the  Fortieth  Anniversary  of  the  Advance. 
Committee  on  Courtesies  and  Privileges. 


Friday,  July  15, 1988 


3:30  a.m. 


10:00  a.m. 


Rehearsal  for  Consecration  Service  for 
newly  elected  Bishops. 

The  Service  of  Consecration,  Saint  Louis  Cathedral. 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  presiding. 

Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  preaching. 


In  Memoriam 


Mrs.  Lizzie  Murray,  wife  of  retired 
Louisiana  Conference  minister  Robert  S. 
Murray,  died  June  4,  1988.  She  was  81 


years  old.  Rev.  Murray  still  resides  in 
Monroe.  They  had  been  married  S2 

years. 
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Here  I  Stand 

to  promote  religious  liberty  TV  show  gives  compelling  glimpse 

into  generation’s  spiritual  struggles 


A  woman  from  the  Soviet  Union  offers  a  loaf  of  bread  to  World 
Methodist  Council  General  Secretary  Joe  Hale.  Her  traditional  ges¬ 
ture  of  friendship  richly  symbolizes  a  remarkable  development:  her 
government’s  recent  show  of  openness  and  reconciliation  toward  the 
Christian  church. 


Use  ‘birthday’ 

A  picture,  it  is  said,  is  worth  a  thou¬ 
sand  words.  The  adjacent  photograph  af¬ 
firms  the  truth  of  that  familiar  adage. 

Arms  outstretched,  a  woman  from  the 
Soviet  Union  offers  a  loaf  of  bread  to  a 
World  Methodist  Council  official  visiting 
her  country  for  the  1,000th  anniversary 
of  Christianity’s  presence  there. 

Her  traditional  gesture  of  friendship 
richly  symbolizes  a  remarkable  develop¬ 
ment:  her  government’s  recent  show  of 
openness  and  reconciliation  toward  the 
Christian  church  (see  UMR,  June  24). 

The  hearts  of  Christians  everywhere 
should  rejoice  at  that  development.  Only 
a  few  years  ago,  such  openness  was  un¬ 
thinkable. 

Since  the  1917  revolution  that  brought 
the  Communist  Party  to  power,  the  Sovi¬ 
et  government  officially  has  been  atheis¬ 
tic.  It  has  actively,  and  sometimes 
brutally,  persecuted  Christian  believers 
and  repressed  the  church. 

By  contrast,  the  government’s  official 
acknowledgment  of  Christianity’s  1,000 
year  presence  in  “Kievan  Rus’ ”  (Old 
Russia),  combined  with  the  its  new  do¬ 
mestic  policies  of  “glasnost”  (openness) 
and  “perestroika”  (restructuring),  seems 
to  signal  a  departure  from  such  blatant 
hostility. 

Numerous  indications  of  such  a  depar¬ 
ture  include  the  following  as  noted  in  a 
recent  issue  of  “Christianity  Today”: 

•  Permission  for  Russian  Orthodox 
Church  leaders  to  meet  with  Western  re¬ 
ligious  leaders. 

•  Permission  for  a  council  meeting  of 
Russian  Orthodox  bishops,  only  the  third 
such  meeting  allowed  since  World  War  E. 

•  Easing  restrictions  on  importing  and 
printing  Bibles  and  biblical  literature. 

•Releasing  more  than  150  religious 
prisoners  during  the  past  year  and  virtu¬ 
ally  stopping  arrests  of  believers  on  anti- 
religious  grounds. 

Understandably,  skeptics  who  view  the 
Soviet  Union  with  an  “evil  empire”  men¬ 
tality  are  likely  to  regard  such  a  glowing 
list  with  suspicion.  The  seeds  for  such  dis¬ 
trust  have  been  planted  by  the  Soviet  gov¬ 


ernment’s  past  performance.  That 
performance  includes  broken  promises  of 
less  repressive  policies  toward  the  church. 

As  Christians,  however,  we  are  man¬ 
dated  by  Scripture  to  “hold  fast  that 
which  is  good”  (1  Thessalonians  5:21). 
That  includes  allowing  for  the  possibility 
of  constructive  change  among  those 
whom  we  have  viewed  as  enemies  and 
affirming  such  change  when  it  appears 
to  occur. 

It  is  particularly  timely  and  fitting  for 
us  to  seize  the  opportunity  provided  by 
this  millennial  celebration  of  Christian¬ 
ity  to  encourage  the  ongoing  expansion 
of  religious  liberty  in  the  Soviet  Union. 

Such  encouragement,  particularly  when 
offered  in  some  tangible  form,  pays  long- 
overdue  tribute  to  countless  Christians 
across  the  centuries  who  have  suffered  and 
died  to  keep  the  faith  alive  in  that  country. 


It  also  gives  contemporary  Soviet 
Christians  a  sign  that  they  are  part  of  a 
worldwide  community  of  faith  that  re¬ 
members  them  and  holds  them  in  love  as 
members  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

Identifying  creative  ways  to  offer  such 
encouragement  is  a  task  every  congrega¬ 
tion  should  promote  during  this  millenni¬ 
al  year.  A  particularly  imaginative 
approach  is  being  conducted  through  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

NCC  officials  have  invited  Sunday 
school  children  and  others  to  make 
“birthday  cards”  for  Soviet  Christians. 
Participants  in  NCC  study-travel  groups 
are  delivering  the  cards  to  Soviet  pastors 
for  distribution  in  their  parishes. 

Cards  may  be  sent  until  September  to 
Kathy  Todd,  NCC  Travel  Seminar  Office, 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  851,  New 
York,  N.Y.  10115. 


By  JOE  BROWNRIGG 

Unlike  the  perfectly  precocious  Huxta- 
ble  family  on  “The  Cosby  Show,”  Mi¬ 
chael  and  Hope’s  and 
families  are  spiri¬ 
tually  alive. 

These  are  the  cen¬ 
tral  characters  in 
“thirtysomething,” 
which  last  fall  joined 
ABC-TV’s  lineup  of 
prime-time  pro-  , .... 

grams  on  Tuesday  # 

evenings.  J°e  Brownrigg 

Although  not  explicitly  “religious,”  the 
show  provides  a  compelling  glimpse  into 
the  spiritual  struggles  of  those  in  their  30s 
from  which  we  in  the  church  can  benefit. 

A  recent  episode  featured  a  vulnerable 
counseling  session  with  Eliot  and  Nancy 
about  their  separation— all  without  his¬ 
trionics  or  saccharin. 

Tender  and  penetrating  insights  come 
as  quickly  and  sharply  as  distorted  hear¬ 
ings  and  misunderstandings.  It  is,  you 
might  say,  what  real  life  is  like  for  a  con¬ 
scious  person  in  one’s  30s.  Quite  a  con¬ 
trast  with  the  Huxtables! 

A  time  of  life 

“Thirtysomething”  is  a  time  of  life. 
Formal  education  is  a  good  memory  of 
days  gone  by.  The  daily  routine  has  be¬ 
come  . . .  routine. 

Children  are  beginning  to  change  the 
rhythm  of  living— and  its  value.  Longing 
for  the  “road  not  taken”  begins  to  blow 
gently  on  the  glazed  eye,  creating  an  al¬ 
most  invisible  and  unrecognized  irrita¬ 
bility.  Is  this  all  there  is? 

Eliot’s  response  is  to  call  for  a  “time 
out.”  Nancy’s  is  to  turn  her  denial  into  a 
rage  of  surface  personal  affirmation. 

Yes,  it  is  a  contradiction  for  each  of 
them.  But  that’s  life,  isn’t  it?  Our  actions 
don’t  necessarily  coincide  with  our  be¬ 
liefs  and  feelings. 

Yet,  within  each  person  dwells  a  lively 


energy:  a  desire  to  turn  every  trial  into  a 
triumph  of  new  growth,  a  wise  collection 
of  ways  to  cope  with  even  the  most  dev¬ 
astating  blows  to  one’s  hopes,  dreams 
and  life  itself,  a  seduction  into  a  future 
not  dimmed  entirely  by  the  shadows  of 
gray  days. 

Friends  often  misunderstand 

Eliot  and  Nancy  also  turn  to  the  re¬ 
sources  around  them:  their  friends,  Mi¬ 
chael  and  Hope,  and  their  vocations.  It 
goes  without  saying  that  friends  often 
misunderstand  and  that  vocations  often, 
call  us  into  evasion  of  the  basic  issues. 

Michael  and  Gary  (an  unmarried  pro¬ 
fessor)  assume  that  Eliot  has  left  hornet 
because  he  is  interested  in  other  women. 
(What  else  is  usually  given  as  the  reason?) 

Hope  accuses  him  of  deserting  his; 
family.  (What  else?) 

Eliot  tries  to  find  consolation  in  his 
work  as  partner  (with  Michael)  in  an  ad¬ 
vertising  agency.  Nancy  turns  to  her  voca¬ 
tion  as  a  housewife  with  a  (re)vengeance. 

Neither  friends  nor  one’s  vocation  can 
resolve  the  pain  of  separation,  but  they 
are  good  places  to  begin  to  be  healed. 

We  could  hope  for  decisive  role 

As  Christians,  we  could  hope  that  reli¬ 
gious  faith  would  play  a  decisive  role  in 
the  healing.  However,  in  “thirty someth¬ 
ing,”  as  is  often  the  case  in  our  lives,  this 
ideal  does  not  match  the  reality. 

Religious  faiths  have  tended  to  take  a 
negative  attitude  toward  separation 
and/or  divorce.  Perhaps  for  that  reason, 
no  significant  conscious  religious 
motivation  seems  to  be  active  in  the 
lives  of  Eliot  and  Nancy. 

The  only  sign  of  religious  consciousness 
in  “thirtysomething’’  comes  in  the  lives  of 
Michael  and  Hope.  He  is  Jewish,  and  she  is 
Presbyterian— in  both  cases,  by  birth  only. 
Responding  to  Eliot  and  Nancy’s  separa¬ 
tion,  Michael  accuses  Hope  of  dialing  out 


with  her  “Presbyterian  tone.” 

That’s  the  tone  of  judgment,  condemna¬ 
tion  and  “there’s  nothing  to  discuss.”  It’s 
not  actually  limited  to  Presbyterians  but 
applies  to  many  “half-Christians.”  The 
“tone”  is  a  pathological  narrowing  of  the 
options.  The  "tone”  is  a  deadening  silence 
as  well  as  a  discouraging  word. 

Most  television  shows  are  filled  with 
tragedies  of  bloated  proportions  and  offer 
solutions  of  individualistic  arrivals  at  “per1-, 
fection.”  If  the  problems  are  sketched  on 
an  unrealistic  scale,  the  resolutions  are  sus¬ 
piciously  saved  until  the  last  commercial.  \ 

Speaks  clearly  to  many  lives  ’Jr 

By  contrast,  although  “thirtysometh-; 
ing”  lacks  a  “Christian”  perspective  for 
defining  or  resolving  the  problems,  it 
speaks  clearly  (that  is  to  say,  “complex-' 
ly”)  to  the  lives  of  thousands  of  us  who 
are  in  our  30s. 

Interestingly,  these  are  people  who-,, 
surveys  show,  are  returning  to  religious? 
institutions  for  guidance  on  their  spiritu-? 
al  journeys. 

Our  outreach  to  such  people  isn’t  like-! 
ly  to  be  effective  if  it’s  based  on  the  un-! 
realistic  idealism  of  “The  Cosby  Show.’” 
It  will  be  much  more  effective,  and  real-’, 
istic,  when  it  is  rooted  in  the  irritable! 
and  playful  struggles  of  the  Eliots,  the! 
Nancys,  the  Michaels  and  the  Hopes  (and! 
the  Hope)  of  the  world. 

“Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express- 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  the  is-! 
sues  facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Joe\ 
Brownrigg  is  a  ministerial  member  of  the; 
Calif ornia-Nevada  Conference  currently- 
serving  as  scholar-in-residence  at  the  In¬ 
stitute  for  Religion  and  Wholeness,', 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.  ; 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for ! 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double-spaced, 
page  maximum  length)  to  “ Here  I  Stand, "J 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box‘i 
660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

Should  South  Africa  firms  stay  ‘on  the  job’? 


ohX.  Pontius'  Puddle 


DORlNCr  THE  WEEK.X  SOMETIMES 
-FALTER  INI  MV  FAITH-  SOTWHENIGrO 
TO  CHORCH,  THE  SlNCr\NG-,  SCR'TTORE, 
AND  SERIAON  HELPS  TO  RESTORE  YVY 
CHRISTIAN 
COfANUTfAENT. 


YOU  COO LD  SAY  GrOD 
KNOWS  HOWTO  OSETHE  I 
Home  coort  advanta&e  ! 


My  Witness 

Little-known  Wesley  shrine 
worth  visit  when  in  London 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  struck  by  the  inconsistency  be¬ 
tween  the  action  recommended  in  the 
June  3  editorial  and  that  recently  taken 
by  the  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  and  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  reported  in  the  same  issue. 

The  editorial  headlined,  “Letting  God 
use  us  where  we  are,”  chided  Officer  Joe 
Daniels,  a  United  Methodist  layperson, 
who,  as  a  matter  of  conscience,  quit  his 
job  as  a  police  officer  after  arresting 
three  protesters  for  trespassing  at  an 
anti-abortion  rally. 

You  suggested  that  Mr.  Daniels  would 
have  been  better  able  to  effect  change 
and  be  a  positive  influence  if  he  had  re¬ 
mained  on  the  job. 

If  that  is  true,  then  why  are  the  UMC 
and  the  NCC  demanding  that  Royal 
Dutch  Shell  and  other  companies  leave' 
South  Africa? 

Would  they  not  also  have  more  influ¬ 
ence  toward  ending  the  injustices  of 
apartheid  by  remaining  “on  the  job”  in 
that  strife-torn  land? 

Roy  E.  Woodward  Jr. 

Jonesville,  Virginia 

Shell  boycott  confuses  me 

To  the  Editor 

I  am  confused  concerning  the  boycott  ac¬ 
tions  being  taken  against  firms  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  South  Africa  (see  UMR,  June  3). 

The  General  Conference  recommend¬ 
ed  a  boycott  against  the  Royal  Dutch 
Shell,  but  the  action  is  being  held  up 
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pending  a  review  by  the  Judicial  Council. 

I  have  not  seen  comments  from  Shell 
Oil  Co.  printed  in  the  Reporter  that 
would  provide  the  other  side  of  the  story. 

United  Press  International  filed  com¬ 
ments  June  13  from  Goodyear’s  presi¬ 
dent,  Robert  Mercer.  His  comments,  in 
brief,  state  that  a  boycott  of  his  company 
would  have  no  effect  on  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  government  and  that  it  would  actu¬ 
ally  devastate  the  people  who  are  really 
in  need  of  our  help. 

Key  to  this  comment  is  the  reported 
2,400  employees  at  the  Goodyear  plant  at 
Uitenhage,  South  Africa,  with  900  being 
white.  Mr.  Mercer  feels  that  his  compa¬ 
ny  is  obligated  to  the  blacks  to  not  cut 
off  their  livelihood. 

I  would  like  to  hear  more  about  the  ef¬ 
fects  that  closings  have  had  on  the  black 
community  there. 

Have  these  blacks  found  other  employ¬ 
ment,  or  are  their  families  suffering 
more  because  of  these  boycotts?  Are  the 
boycotts  an  effective  means  of  getting 
progress  toward  freedom  for  these  un¬ 
derprivileged  peoples? 

C.  K.  Madison 
Tyler,  Texas 

I  concur  with  stand 

To  the  Editor: 

As  one  who  has  worked  for  Asian- 
American  churches,  I  concur  whole¬ 
heartedly  with  the  recent  Here  I  Stand 
article  by  Kenneth  Chalker  (see  UMR, 
June  3)  in  regard  to  criteria  for  electing 
bishops  or,  for  that  matter,  for  appoint¬ 
ing  superintendents. 

It  is  disheartening  to  see  some  minor¬ 
ity  pastors  without  good  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence  becoming  bishops  and  district 
superintendents. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible  (RSV) — 
booh,  chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“In  all  your  ways  acknowledge  him, 
and  he  will  make  straight  your  paths.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 

(Last  week’s  answer: 

I  Thessalonians  5:16-18) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  4 

Monday:  Psalms  89:1-4 
Tuesday:  Psalms  89:20-37 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  7:1-17 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  7:18-29 
Friday:  2  Corinthians  12:1-10 
Saturday:  2  Corinthians  12:11-21 
Sunday:  Mark  6:1-6 


In  fact,  I  have  found  that  they  are 
more  oppressive,  opportunistic  and  self¬ 
ish.  They  are  simply  taking  advantage  of 
minority  issues  for  their  personal  gain. 

Toshio  Sakai 
Oakland,  California 

Oh,  come  on! 

To  the  Editor: 

J.  N.  Payne’s  June  10  letter  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  General  Conference  actions 
on  homosexuality  and  the  proposed  study 
of  homosexuality  contained  the  dumbest 
statement  that  I  have  ever  read. 

Mr.  Payne  said,  “Studies  aren’t  needed 
to  confirm  a  position  already  taken.” 

Really?  We  didn’t  need  to  restudy  pre¬ 
vious  Methodist  positions  on  slavery,  the 
establishment  of  the  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  racial  policies,  ordination  of  wom¬ 
en,  other  forms  of  sexism,  attitudes 
about  war  and  weapons? 

With  time,  I  think  I  could  give  you  a 
list  of  hundreds  of  such  examples. 

Come  on,  brother! 

Rhett  Jackson 
Columbia,  South  Carolina 

I  feel  positive  about  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

The  decisions  made  at  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  and  the  spiritual  tone  of  my  own 
annual  conference  (Northwest  Texas)  have 
given  me  a  most  welcomed  positive  atti¬ 
tude  about  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

I  have  been  in  a  state  of  despair  for 
several  years.  I  now  have  hope  for  our 
survival,  especially  if  our  ministers  will 
once  again  turn  their  efforts  to  winning 
lost  souls  into  our  fellowship. 

Patrick  McNair 
Midland,  Texas 

Pluralism  affirmed 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  appalled  by  local  news  reports 
regarding  the  1988  General  Conference’s 
backing  away  from  the  1972  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  ideal  of  theological  pluralism. 

For  almost  two  decades,  I  had  believed 
that  United  Methodists  were  following 
our  American  founding  fathers  in  the  con¬ 
viction  that  pluralism  provides  strength. 

But  now  we  have  Los  Angeles  Area 
Bishop  Jack  Tuell  admonishing  us:  "The 
time  has  come  to  say  the  last  rites  over 
the  notion  that  the  defining  characteris¬ 
tic  of  United  Methodist  theology  is  plu¬ 
ralism.  There  is  no  evangelistic  appeal 
to  join  a  group  whose  principal  identify¬ 
ing  mark  is  that  everyone  disagrees  with 
everyone  else.” 

Does  Bishop  Tuell  apply  this  same 
“logic”  to  the  pluralism  of  our  govern¬ 
ment?  It  is  solving  disagreements  and 
accepting  differences  in  our  national  life 
that  has  made  us  the  envy  of  the  world. 


The  bishop’s  reasoning  leads  us  to  cul- 
tism.  I  have  always  admired  United 
Methodism  for  its  persistence  in  abhor¬ 
ring  and  renouncing  that  very  thing. 

Frank  R.  Dietrich 
Las  Animas,  Colorado 

Pastors  need  primer,  too 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  shaking  with  laughter  while 
reading  Donald  Sapp’s  "Here  I  Stand” 
headlined,  “Getting  off  to  good  start  with 
new  pastor  promotes  positive  ministry” 
(see  UMR,  May  20). 

As  a  district  superintendent,  Mr.  Sapp 
ought  to  be  well  aware  that  we  parishio¬ 
ners  are  as  much  in  need  of  encourage¬ 
ment  and  acceptance,  if  not  more  so, 
than  the  incoming  pastor. 

He  also  should  know  that  the  initial  im¬ 
pression  made  by  the  pastor  can  easily 
destroy  the  relationship  before  it  starts. 

I’ve  been  through  pastoral  changes  be¬ 
fore  and  have  found  that  the  transitions 
took  place  smoothly  and  that  the  incom¬ 
ing  pastors  were  readily  accepted. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Sapp  could  develop  a 
“primer”  for  incoming  pastors  such  as 
he  presumed  to  develop  for  parishioners. 
After  all,  the  learning  process  is  a  two- 
way  street. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
Florida  Annual  Conference 

I’m  on  the  other  side 

To  the  Editor: 

After  reading  of  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  resolution  on  Mozambique  (see 
UMR,  May  27),  I  find  myself  on  the  other 
side  of  the  political  spectrum  from  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  resolution  urges  the  cutting  off  of 
supplies  by  individuals  and  governments 
to  RENAMO,  the  rebel  forces  attempting 
to  overthrow  the  government  of  Mozam¬ 
bique.  The  only  problem  is,  the  rebels  are 
freedom  fighters,  fighting  for  democracy. 

The  government  of  Mozambique  is 
communist.  The  communist  regime  of 
Mozambique  has  bankrupted  the  coun¬ 
try.  Nothing  works  there  anymore. 

As  more  and  more  of  the  people  be¬ 
come  disgusted  with  the  corrupt  govern¬ 
ment,  the  rebels  are  gaining  ground. 

Frankly,  I  can’t  bring  myself,  as  an 
American  who  loves  freedom,  to  support 
a  corrupt,  communist  dictatorship. 

The  best  thing  that  could  happen  for 
the  people  of  Mozambique  would  be  for 
their  own  people,  who  love  freedom,  to 
defeat  the  communist  government  of 
that  country. 

George  Anderson 
Mitchellville,  Maryland 


By  MARION  E.  HECKLER 

In  the  fall  of  1987,  my  husband  and  I 
spent  an  interesting  two  weeks  in  En¬ 
gland,  hiking  and  sightseeing. 

In  London,  a  high¬ 
light  was  finding  the 
Methodist  Central 
Hall,  a  large,  im¬ 
pressive  church  in¬ 
spired  as  a  memorial 
of  the  centenary  an¬ 
niversary  of  John 
Wesley’s  death. 

Raising  money,  se-  Marion  Heckler 
curing  plans  and  constructing  the  build¬ 
ing  required  about  20  years,  and  it  was 
opened  in  1912.  It  stands  in  the  heart  of 
the  religious  and  governmental  center  of 
London— just  across  the  street  from 
Westminster  Abbey! 

However,  we  missed  it  completely  when 
we  were  at  Westminster  Abbey  because  of 
the  cathedral’s  impressive  size. 

On  arriving  in  London,  we  rode  a  bus 
by  a  large  building  with  a  high  dome  and 
a  sign,  The  Methodist  Central  Hall,  but 
seeing  no  street  names,  we  didn’t  know 
its  location. 

As  soon  as  we  deposited  our  bags  in 
our  room,  we  were  off  to  see  the  city. 
Westminster  Abbey  was  our  first  stop, 
then  on  to  an  afternoon  of  viewing  fam¬ 
ous  old  buildings. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  afternoon,  we 
were  getting  tired  and  hungry  but  still 
walking.  Rounding  a  curve,  we  were  in 
front  of  the  Methodist  Central  Hall 
again— much  to  our  surprise! 

“Was  it  open?”  we  wondered.  We  entered 
an  open  door  and  were  in  time  for  after¬ 
noon  tea.  After  tea,  we  stayed  for  the  6:30 
p.m.  service,  followed  by  communion. 

The  official  greeter  was  very  congenial 
and  informative,  relating  details  of  the 
church’s  life  and  service.  He  was  well- 


The  21-gun  salute. 

Is  any  sound  sharper  to  the  human  ear 
than  the  synchronous 
crack  of  seven  rifles 
fired  three  times  in 
rapid  succession  in 
military  salute  to  a 
fallen  comrade? 

Having  heard  that 
sharp  sound  recent¬ 
ly,  I  think  not. 

What  bores  the  John  Lovelace 
sound  into  my  mind  is  the  reminder  that 
life  can  end  unexpectedly,  often  as  sud¬ 
denly  as  a  gunshot  itself. 

The  young  man  near  whose  grave  I 
stood  had  given  his  life  just  that  suddenly 
in  the  crash  of  a  military  plane  on  other¬ 
wise  routine  maneuvers— “touch  and  go” 
landings,  I  believe  they’re  called. 

I  last  saw  him  on  Christmas  Day  1987. 
He  was  a  guest  in  my  home  as  a  member 
of  our  extended  family— my  sister’s  son- 
in-law.  Courteous,  thoughtful,  loving  of 
his  wife  and  their  small  child,  respectful 
of  his  elders,  insistent  in  looking  to  life 
ahead— those  are  some  traits  I  remem¬ 
ber  about  him. 

The  Roman  Catholic  priest  who  con¬ 
ducted  the  funeral  for  this  altar-boy- 
grown-to-manhood  admitted  the 
assignment  was  difficult.  He  made  no  ef- 


prepared  to  provide  information.  He  saw! 
the  construction  during  the  early  1900s; 
and  is  an  85  year-old  lifelong  member. 

Over  the  years,  the  church  has  been; 
the  location  of  the  British  Methodist  Con-; 
ference  offices.  The  church  membership,; 
when  first  built  in  what  was  then  the  in-; 
fluential  section  of  London,  was  2,000,  ! 

Now  its  membership  is  about  200,  andj 
there  are  many  transients  in  the  area.  | 

During  both  world  wars,  the  church; 
provided  national  and  international  ser-f 
vice,  being  a  rest  and  recreation  center 
during  World  War  I  and  an  air-raid  shel-j 
ter  during  World  War  n. 

In  1946  when  the  government  was 
looking  for  a  building  near  Parliament 
for  the  inauguration  of  United  Nations, 
their  attention  was  drawn  to  the  Method¬ 
ist  Central  Hall,  since  its  auditorium” 
called  the  Great  Hall,  could  seat  2,700, 
and  it  was  rare  to  find  a  hall  that  was  in¬ 
tact  in  London. 

A  statue  of  John  Wesley  was  a  recent 
gift  from  a  college  that  closed.  It  stands 
one-and-one-half  times  life  size  and  com; 
mands  the  attention  of  all  who  ascend  the 
white  marble  stairs  to  the  Great  Hall. 

If  you  are  in  London,  you  should  visit 
this  memorial  to  John  Wesley.  You’ll 
have  no  difficulty  finding  it.  It  stands 
proudly  across  the  street  from  Westminr 
ster  Abbey. 

“My  Witness ”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Marion  E.  Heckler  is  a  member  of 
Lehman  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Hatboro,  Pa.  (Eastern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  r 


fort  to  explain  the  impenetrable  “why? 
of  this  death;  rather  he  addressed  th$ 
young  widow  directly  with  encourage; 
ment  and  reassurance.  J 

The  congregation,  nearly  filling  th$ 
memorial  park  chapel,  witnessed  vi4 
prayers  and  responses  to  the  strength 
provided  by  the  Christian  faith  in  such  4 
time  as  this.  J 

I’ll  miss  David.  He  should  have  stood 
near  my  grave  rather  than  I  near  his.  I 
have  no  21-gun  salute  to  offer,  only  thd 
quiet  click  of  computer  terminal  key; 
pads  bringing  electronic  form  to  hesitant 
words  “Requiescat  in  pace,”  David.  ; 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


COLLOQUY 

November  7-10,  1988 
Simpsonwood-near  Atlanta 

’On  Being  Human11 
MADELAINE  L’ENGLE  Author 
CAROLE  CHASE  Teacher 

For  informalion: 

The  Intentional  Growth 


r.  do*  omy 

Lake  JunaJuska,  NC  28745 
1-800-222-4930  Easfm  US 
1-800-821-0209  NC 
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21 -gun  salute  concludes  witness 
of  faith  amidst  impenetrable  ‘why’ 
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Up  to  7  episcopal  picks  face  Southeastern  delegates 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

“Fruit  basket  turn  over"  is  either  the 
big  fear  or  the  big  hope  in  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Southeastern  Jurisdiction,  depend¬ 
ing  on  one’s  point  of  view. 

With  five  bishops  to  elect  for  sure  and 
probably  seven— both  the  Atlanta  and 
Birmingham  episcopal  areas  are  almost 
certain  to  be  divided— the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  will-elect 
nearly  half  of  the  whole  church’s  new 
episcopal  leaders  (12  for  sure,  16  possi¬ 
ble,  15  probable). 

Delegates  to  the  Southeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  will  cast  their  bal¬ 
lots  July  12-16  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

The  “fruit  basket”  analogy  comes  into 
play  because  retirements  of  five  bishops 
will  leave  vacancies  at  some  of  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  largest  (in  number  of  United 
Methodists)  episcopal  areas— notably 
Florida  and  Virginia. 

bishops  could  stay  put 

.  Each  of  the  six  holdover  bishops  has 
served  only  four  years  in  his  current 


Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

area  and  thus  is  eligible  to  serve  at  least 
four  more  years  there. 

They  are  Bishops  Ernest  Fitzgerald 
(Atlanta  Area),  J.  Lloyd  Knox  (Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  Area),  L.  Bevel  Jones  (Char¬ 
lotte,  N.C.,  Area),  Robert  Morgan 
(Jackson,  Miss.,  Area),  Ernest  Newman 
(Nashville  Area)  and  C.  P.  Minnick  (Ra¬ 
leigh,  N.C.,  Area). 

What  happens,  though,  informed  ob¬ 
servers  ask,  if  both  the  Atlanta  Area  and 
the  Birmingham  Area  are  divided? 

Would  Bishop  Fitzgerald  stay  with  the 


North  Georgia  Annual  Conference  in  its 
new  self-contained  episcopal  area  or 
with  the  South  Georgia  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  its  new  area?  Or  would  it  be  best 
for  him  to  move  to  another  area? 

The  same  questions  apply  to  Bishop 
Knox:  Would  he  stay  with  the  North  Ala¬ 
bama  Annual  Conference  in  its  new  self- 
contained  episcopal  area,  or  with  the 
Alabama-West  Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  its  new  area  or  move? 

All  four  annual  conferences  directly 
affected  by  the  proposed  episcopal-area 
divisions  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  divi¬ 
sions.  Thus  the  creation  of  two  new  areas 
and  the  need  for  two  additional  bishops 
are  considered  virtual  certainties. 

14  conferences  list  endorsements 

Fourteen  of  Southeastern’s  17  confer¬ 
ences— 16  annual  conferences  and  the  Red 
Bird  Missionary  Conference— have  an¬ 
nounced  officially  endorsed  candidates  for 
the  episcopacy.  The  three  not  doing  so  are 
Louisville,  Memphis  and  Red  Bird. 

Candidates  endorsed  by  the  annual 


conferences  listed  or  by  other  groups 
(shown  in  parentheses)  include. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  K.  Bates,  senior  pas¬ 
tor.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  North  Alabama  conference. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  B.  Bethea,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Raleigh  District,  North  Carolina 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Helen  Crotwell,  superinten¬ 
dent,  North  Carolina  conference’s  Fay¬ 
etteville  District  (Southeastern 
Jurisdiction  Clergy  women’s  Caucus). 

The  Rev.  James  S.  Gadsden,  council 
on  ministries  director,  South  Carolina 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Prentiss  M.  Gordon  Sr.,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tupelo,  Miss.,  North  Mississippi 
conference. 

The  Rev.  C.  W.  Hancock,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Macon  District,  South  Georgia  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes  Jr.,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  Reveille  United  Methodist 
Church,  Richmond,  Va.,  Virginia  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  Jimmy  S.  Jones,  senior  pas¬ 


Candidate  crush 

Single  vacancy  draws  crowd  of  aspirants  for  bishop  in  Northeast 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Only  one  episcopal  opening. 

A  crowded  field  of  candidates. 

A  rebuff  by  the  Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  annual  conferences  of  a 
mandate  to  merge. 

Those  ingredients  are  expected  to 
create  a  provocative  session  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  Northeastern  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  July  12-14  at 
West  Virginia  Wesleyan  College  in 
Buckhannon,  W.Va. 

“This  could  be  the  longest  balloting 
process  for  bishop  in  the  history  of 
the  jurisdiction,”  said  the  Rev.  Gerald 
D.  Wagner,  editor  of  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  conference  newspaper. 

“There  is  no  clear-cut  front-runner. 
I  wouldn’t  be  surprised  if  it  takes  20 
to  25  ballots.” 

The  jurisdictional  record  is  16,  re¬ 
quired  to  elect  a  single  bishop  in 
1976— C.  Dale  White  (New  York 
Area)— and  a  third  bishop— Forrest 
C.  Stith  (Western  New  York  Area)— in 
1984,  according  to  United  Methodist 
News  Service. 

More  than  a  dozen  ordained  elders 
have  received  endorsements  for  the 
vacancy  that  will  be  created  by  re¬ 
tirement  of  Bishop  James  Mase  Ault 
(Pittsburgh  Area). 

New  assignments  expected 

Assignments  of  bishops  in  the  juris¬ 
diction  may  be  complicated  by  the 
failed  merger  attempt  by  the  Maine 
and  New  Hampshire  conferences. 

The  two  conferences  recently  met 
in  a  joint  session  and  rejected  a  plan 


of  union.  The  attempt— endorsed  in 
principle  in  1986— was  in  response  to 
a  1984  jurisdictional  conference  call 
for  the  three-conference  episcopal 
area  to  realign  into  a  more  manage¬ 
able  two-conference  area. 

Ann  Whiting,  editor  of  “Zion’s  Her¬ 
ald”  and  the  Southern  New  England 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
said,  “What  they  (Maine  and  New 
Hampshire  conferences)  appear  to 
want  is  for  the  jurisdiction  to  leave 
the  area  as  an  exception  to  the  two- 
conference  rule. 

"But,  the  jurisdictional  conference 
could  say  to  the  Boston  episcopal 
area,  ‘Try  again,’  or  it  could  tell 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  ‘You 
have  a  good  plan;  go  back  and  do  it.’  ” 

Another  possible  scenario  would 
have  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction’s 
College  of  Bishops  assigning  one  of 
the  conferences  to  a  bishop  of  either 
of  the  single-conference  episcopal  ar¬ 
eas— Pittsburgh  or  West  Virginia. 

The  jurisdiction  has  a  precedent  for 
widely  separate  conferences  served  by 


a  single  bishop.  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  (Philadelphia  Area)  serves  both 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Three  bishops— George  W.  Bashore 
(Boston  Area),  William  B.  Grove 
(West  Virginia  Area)  and  F.  Herbert 
Skeete— are  completing  eight  years 
in  their  current  areas  and  could  ex¬ 
pect  new  assignments. 

Church  law  provides,  however,  that 
jurisdictional  conferences  may  give  a 
third  four-year  term  to  a  bishop  if 
such  action  is  deemed  “to  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  jurisdiction.” 

Candidates  endorsed 

Candidates  endorsed  for  bishop  by 
the  annual  conferences  listed  or  by 
other  groups  (shown  in  parentheses) 
include: 

The  Rev.  Gilbert  H.  Caldwell  Jr., 
pastor,  St.  Daniel  United  Methodist 
Church,  Chester,  Pa.,  (Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  United  Methodist  Black 
Pastors  caucus). 

The  Rev.  J.  Fay  Cleveland,  confer¬ 
ence  executive,  Western  New  York 
conference. 

The  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Metropolitan  District,  New 
York  conference. 

The  Rev.  Warren  R.  Ebinger,  su¬ 
perintendent,  Frederick  District,  Bal¬ 
timore  conference. 

The  Rev.  Charles  F.  Gommer  Jr., 
superintendent,  Wilkes-Barre  Dis¬ 
trict,  Wyoming  conference. 

The  Rev.  Michael  S.  K.  Kahm,  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  exec¬ 
utive,  Southern  New  England  confer¬ 
ence  (and  the  National  Association  of 


Korean-American  United  Methodist 
Churches  and  the  National  Federation 
of  Asian-American  United  Methodists). 

The  Rev.  S.  Clifton  Ives,  superin¬ 
tendent,  South  District,  Maine  Annual 
Conference  (and  New  Hampshire  and 
Southern  New  England  conferences). 

The  Rev.  Hae  Jong  Kim,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Northern  District,  Northern 
New  Jersey  conference  (and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Association  of  Korean-Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodist  Churches  and 
the  National  Federation  of  Asian- 
American  United  Methodists). 

The  Rev.  Diedra  H.  Kriewald,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  three-point  Cacapon  Charge 
in  West  Virginia  and  Wesley  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  professor,  Troy  confer¬ 
ence  (and  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction 
Clergywomen’s  Consultation). 

The  Rev.  Paul  John  Meuschke,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  South  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa., 
Western  Pennsylvania  conference. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Harley  Smith,  pas¬ 
tor,  St.  Andrew  United  Methodist 
Church,  St.  Albans,  W.Va.,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  conference. 

The  Rev.  Donald  H.  Treese,  chief 
executive  of  the  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  Central 
Pennsylvania  conference. 

'  The  Rev.  George  Tsui-Tao  Wang, 
superintendent,  Southeast  District, 
Southern  New  Jersey  conference  (and 
the  National  Chinese- American  caucus). 

The  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
chief  executive,  General  Commission 
on  Archives  and  History,  Eastern 
Pennsylvania  conference. 


Diverse  group  makes  North  Central  bids 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  North  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction,  traditionally  a  stronghold  of 
intense  loyalties  for  women  and  ethnic 
minorities,  has  a  Filipino,  two  women 
and  two  black  candidates  among  the  13 
people  endorsed  to  fill  three  episcopal 
vacancies. 

The  jurisdictional  conference  will 
meet  July  12-15  at  Northern  Illinois  Uni¬ 
versity  in  DeKalb,  Ill. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction  holds 
the  distinction  of  having  elected  modern 
Christianity’s  first  female  bishop,  the 
late  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  in  1980,  and 
United  Methodism’s  third  female  bishop, 
Judith  Craig,  in  1984. 

Eight  of  the  13  candidates  endorsed 
this  year  are  local  church  pastors.  Of  the 
remaining  five,  three  are  district  super¬ 
intendents,  one  a  bishop’s  assistant  and 
one  an  agency  administrator. 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 


Candidates  endorsed  by  the  annual 
conferences  listed  or  by  other  groups 
(shown  in  parentheses)  include: 

The  Rev.  Vernie  T.  Barnett,  executive 
secretary,  Preacher’s  Aid  Society,  Deca¬ 
tur,  Ill.,  Central  Illinois  Conference. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Brown  Christopher, 
assistant  to  the  bishop  of  the  Wisconsin 
Area,  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference  (and 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 

MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
“Our  ministry  servicing  your  ministry ”  (214)  630-6495 


North  Central  Jurisdiction  Hispanic  Cau¬ 
cus). 

The  Rev.  William  D.  Cotton,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Creston  District,  Iowa  Annual 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  senior 
pastor,  High  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  Muncie,  Ind.,  North  Indiana  con¬ 
ference  (and  South  Indiana  conference). 

The  Rev.  E.  Eugene  Frazer,  senior 
pastor,  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  West  Ohio  Annual  Con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Charles  W.  Jordan,  senior 
pastor,  St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  Chicago,  Northern  Illinois  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  (and  North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  Hispanic  Caucus  and  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  Urban  Network). 

The  Rev.  W.  Maurice  King,  superin¬ 
tendent,  Canton  District,  East  Ohio  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Lewis,  senior 
pastor,  Union  United  Methodist  Church, 
Belleville,  Ill.,  Southern  Illinois  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  Bonifacio  B.  Mequi  Jr.,  su¬ 
perintendent,  the  Iowa  conference’s  Fort 
Dodge  District  (Iowa  conference  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Iowa  UM 
Filipino  Fellowship). 

The  Rev.  M.  Kent  Millard,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Sioux  Falls,  S.D.,  South  Dakota  confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  William  K.  Quick,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Metropolitan  United  Methodist 


Church,  Detroit,  Detroit  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader, 
senior  pastor,  University  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  East  Lansing,  Mich.,  West 
Michigan  Annual  Conference  (and  North 
Central  Jurisdiction  Hispanic  Caucus 
and  North  Central  Jurisdiction  Urban 
Network). 

The  Rev.  C.  Joseph  Sprague,  senior 
pastor,  Epworth  United  Methodist 
Church,  Marion,  Ohio,  West  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 

The  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  an¬ 
nual  conferences  didn’t  endorse  candi¬ 
dates. 

Bishops  in  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  eligible  for  reassignment  to  their 
current  areas  or  a  new  area  are  Edwin 
C.  Boulton  (Dakotas  Area),  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area),  Leroy  C.  Hodapp 
(Indiana  Area),  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa 
Area),  Edsel  A.  Ammons  (Ohio  West 
Area),  Judith  Craig  (Michigan  Area)  and 
David  J.  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area). 

Retiring  this  year  are  Bishop  Emerson 
S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area),  Bishop  Jesse 
R.  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area)  and  Bishop 
James  S.  Thomas  (Ohio  East  Area). 

The  Indiana  Area  is  eligible  for  divi¬ 
sion  under  a  new  formula  adopted  by  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

James  H.  Steele,  communications  di¬ 
rector  for  the  Indiana  Area,  told  the  Re¬ 
porter  there  is  no  sentiment  in  the  North 
and  South  Indiana  annual  conferences  to 
divide  their  episcopal  area. 


tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Orlando,  Fla.,  Florida  conference. 

The  Rev.  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Galloway  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Jackson,  Miss.,  Mississippi 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Richard  C.  Looney,  senior 
pastor,  Church  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Holston  con¬ 
ference. 

The  Rev.  Herchel  H.  Sheets,  director, 
council  on  ministries,  North  Georgia 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Robert  H.  Spain,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Brentwood  (Tenn.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  Tennessee  conference. 

The  Rev.  Karl  K.  Stegall,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Montgomery,  Ala.,  Alabama-West  Flori¬ 
da  conference. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  B.  Stockton,  senior 
pastor,  Wesley  Memorial  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  High  Point,  N.C.,  Western 
North  Carolina  conference. 

The  Rev.  Charles  G.  Turkington,  senior 
pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Ashland.  Kv  Kentucky  conference. 


Veteran  observers  rate  the  chances 
"good  to  excellent”  that  Southeastern 
will  elect  at  least  one  more  black  person 
as  a  bishop.  Only  one,  Bishop  Newman, 
elected  in  1984,  continues. 

Black  endorsees  considered  as  stron¬ 
gest  candidates  are  Mr.  Gadsden  and  Dr. 
Bethea. 

3  could  serve  one  term 

Candidates  who  would  have  only  four 
years  to  serve  under  retirement-age  pro¬ 
visions  for  bishops  are  Ms.  Crotwell,  Mr. 
Gordon,  Mr.  Hancock  and  Dr.  Spain. 

Missing  from  any  endorsee  list  but 
widely  considered  a  strong  candidate  is 
the  Rev.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  Christ  United  Methodist  Church, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Dunnam  reportedly  has  told  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  annual  conference  and  dele¬ 
gates  from  other  conferences  that  he  is 
“not  willing  to  be  put  on  the  block  and 
sold,"  an  apparent  reference  to  the  now- 
common  practice  of  nominees’  being  in¬ 
terviewed  by  voting  delegates. 


12  hopefuls  backed 
for  increased  openings 
in  South  Central  states 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Eleven  men  and  one  woman  have  re¬ 
ceived  endorsements  for  the  episcopacy 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

But  before  those  12 — or  any  other  or¬ 
dained  elders — begin  receiving  votes,  the 
372  delegates  to  the  July  12-15  jurisdiction¬ 
al  conference  in  New  Orleans  will  be  asked 
to  agree  on  how  many  bishops  to  elect. 

The  jurisdiction’s  nine  active  bishops 
decided  June  20  to  increase  the  number 
of  episcopal  areas  in  the  eight-state  re¬ 
gion  from  10  to  11.  That  was  done  by  di¬ 
viding  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  into 
two  areas. 

The  bishops  acted  on  the  unanimous 
recommendation  of  the  jurisdiction’s 
Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

The  34-member  episcopacy  panel, 
made  up  of  two  representatives  from 
each  of  the  jurisdiction’s  17  annual  con¬ 
ferences,  asked  the  bishops  June  19  to 
make  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth  separate 
episcopal  areas. 

Concurrence  to  be  sought 

Those  actions  are  to  be  reported  in 
New  Orleans  to  the  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  delegates  so  they  can  concur,  said 
W.  E.  “Buddy”  Arnold  Jr.,  chair  of  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy.  The  exact 
procedure  for  making  the  report  and  get¬ 
ting  the  concurrence  hadn’t  been  decided 
as  of  last  week. 

A  change  in  church  law  passed  by  the 
1988  General  Conference  allows  the  ju¬ 
risdictional  conference  to  divide  the  Dal¬ 
las-Fort  Worth  episcopal  area  and  elect 
an  additional  bishop. 

But  a  1982  decision  by  the  Judicial 
Council,  the  denomination’s  “supreme 
court,”  prompted  jurisdictional  leaders 
to  refer  the  action  on  dividing  the  area  to 
the  jurisdictional  College  of  Bishops  (see 
UMR,  June  24). 

That  decision  says  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Constitution  reserves  to  the 
bishops  the  right  to  fix  boundaries  for  epis¬ 
copal  areas.  Those  boundaries  are  to  be 
based  on  recommendations  from  the  juris¬ 
dictional  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Besides  electing  an  additional  bishop 
because  of  the  newly  created  episcopal 
area,  the  elected  representatives  of  the 
region’s  1.9-million  United  Methodists 
must  fill  two  other  vacancies. 

One  results  from  the  death  of  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  (Louisiana  Area)  in 
April  1987,  the  other  from  the  mandatory 
retirement  of  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt 
(Oklahoma  Area). 

12  candidates  endorsed 

Candidates  endorsed  for  bishop  by  the 
annual  conferences  listed  or  by  other 
groups  (shown  in  parentheses)  include: 

The  Rev.  Maria  Luisa  Santillan  Baert, 
assistant  professor,  Perkins  School  of 
Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University 
(MARCHA,  the  Hispanic  caucus,  and  the 
National  Consultation  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  Clergy  women). 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Beal,  superinten¬ 
dent.  Batesville  District,  North  Arkansas 
conference  (and  Little  Rock  conference). 

The  Rev.  Bruce  P.  Blake,  president. 
Southwestern  College,  Winfield,  Kan., 
Kansas  West  conference. 

The  Rev.  Ben  H.  Feemster,  superin- 
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tendent,  Fort  Worth  West  District  (Cen¬ 
tral  Texas  conference  delegation  to  the 
jurisdictional  conference). 

The  Rev.  Zan  Wesley  Holmes  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor,  St.  Luke  “Community”  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  Dallas,  North  Texas  conference. 

The  Rev.  O.  Asbury  Lenox  Jr.,  super¬ 
intendent,  Houston  East  District,  Texas 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Joel  N.  Martinez,  pastor, 
Emanu-El  United  Methodist  Church, 
Dallas,  Rio  Grande  conference  (and 
MARCHA,  the  United  Methodist  Hispan¬ 
ic  caucus). 

The  Rev.  A.  Fritz  Mutti,  superinten¬ 
dent,  Central  District,  Missouri  West 
conference. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Enid, 
Okla.,  Oklahoma  conference  (and  the  Loui¬ 
siana  conference  delegation  to  the  juris¬ 
dictional  conference). 

The  Rev.  Dan  E.  Solomon,  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  Southwest  Texas 
conference. 

The  Rev.  Neil  L.  Stein,  senior  pastor, 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church,  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.,  Missouri  East  conference. 

The  Rev.  Charles  D.  Whittle,  pastor, 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Abilene, 
Texas  (Northwest  Texas  conference  del¬ 
egation  to  the  jurisdictional  conference). 

After  the  new  bishops  are  elected,  del¬ 
egates  are  to  vote  on  the  assignments  of 
all  11  general  superintendents. 

Four  of  the  eight  returning  bishops— 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San  Antonio,  Texas, 
Area),  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  (Missouri  Area), 
John  Russell  (Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area) 
and  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt  (Northwest 
Texas-New  Mexico  Area)— will  complete 
eight  years  in  their  current  assignments. 

Church  law  allows  a  bishop  to  return 
to  an  area  for  a  third  four-year  term  if 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  deems  the 
assignment  “to  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  jurisdiction.” 

The  other  four  returning  bishops  have 
served  only  four  years  in  their  current 
assignments:  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebras¬ 
ka  Area),  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  (Kansas 
Area),  Ben  Oliphint  (Houston  Area)  and 
Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area). 

Besides  electing  bishops,  delegates  are 
to  select  trustees  for  three  jurisdiction- 
owred  institutions,  including  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Delegates  also  will 
be  asked  to  ratify  the  Dallas  school’s 
new  charter,  rewritten  in  the  wake  of  the 
1987  pay-for-play  football  scandal. 

Because  of  the  scandal,  the  election  of 
SMU  trustees  “will  be  looked  at  more 
carefully  than  ever  before,”  said  the 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter,  the  jurisdiction’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  director. 


Western  delegates  to  make  only  1  selection 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Delegates  to  the  1988  Western  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  have  a  tough  act  to 
follow. 

Four  years  ago,  the  meeting  of  the  ju¬ 
risdiction— United  Methodism’s  largest 
geographically  but  smallest  in  member¬ 
ship-garnered  some  impressive 
“firsts.” 

The  1984  conference  elected  United 
Methodism's  first  Hispanic  bishop  (Elias 
G.  Galvan)  and  first  black  woman  bishop 
(Leontine  T.C.  Kelly). 

It  also  elected  the  denomination’s  sec¬ 
ond  Asian  American  bishop  (Roy  I.  Sano) 
and  created  a  new  episcopal  area  (Phoe¬ 
nix,  Ariz.). 

This  year’s  July  12-15  meeting  in  San 
Diego  figures  to  be  less  eventful. 

Delegates  need  to  elect  only  one  bish- 
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op  to  replace  Bishop  Kelly  (San  Francis¬ 
co  Area),  who  has  reached  mandatory 
retirement  age. 

And,  with  one  possible  exception,  no 
new  business  appears  to  be  pressing,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Donald  L.  Hayashi  of  San 
Francisco. 

Mr.  Hayashi  is  associate  director  of 
the  California-Nevada  Annual  Confer¬ 


ence  Council  on  Ministries  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  jurisdiction’s  Interethnic 
Coordinating  Committee. 

“A  paper  is  being  developed  on  wheth¬ 
er  to  hire  a  jurisdictional  staff  person,” 
Mr.  Hayashi  said.  The  paper  is  likely  to 
be  discussed,  he  said,  but  conference  del¬ 
egates  are  not  expected  to  act  on  it  at 
this  meeting. 

Six  candidates  are  endorsed  for  bishop 
by  the  annual  conferences  listed  or  by 
other  groups  (shown  in  parentheses): 

•  The  Rev.  Richard  W.  Cain,  president, 
School  of  Theology  at  Garemont,  Clare¬ 
mont,  Calif.,  California-Pacific  conference 
(and  Desert  Southwest  conference). 

•The  Rev.  William  W.  Dew  Jr.,  senior 
pastor,  San  Ramon  Valley  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Alamo,  Calif.,  California- 
Newda  conference. 


•The  Rev.  James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  se¬ 
nior  pastor,  Holman  United  Methodist 
Church,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  California-Pa¬ 
cific  conference  (and  Western  Jurisdiction 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal). 

•  The  Rev.  Willard  R.  “Buzz”  Stevens, 
superintendent,  South  District,  Desert 
Southwest  conference. 

•  The  Rev.  William  Franklin  Summer- 
our,  senior  pastor,  Edmonds  United 
Methodist  Church,  Edmonds,  Wash.,  Pa¬ 
cific-Northwest  conference. 

•The  Rev.  William  O.  Walker,  senior 
pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Eugene,  Ore.,  Oregon-Idaho  conference. 

The  Western  Jurisdiction  contains 
eight  annual  conferences  covering  10 
states,  including  Alaska  and  Hawaii. 
Some  500,000  United  Methodists  live 
within  the  jurisdiction’s  boundaries. 
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Hymnal’s  juice  omission  brews  controversy 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  won’t  find  instructions  to 
use  ‘‘the  pure,  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape” 
in  the  communion  rituals  of  the  denomination’s 
new  hymnal. 

Officials  of  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee 
want  United  Methodists  to  know  it  isn’t  their  fault. 

The  books  that  are  to  begin  arriving  in  local 
churches  next  fall  will  be  the  first  Methodist 
hymnals  in  this  century  not  to  at  least  suggest 
using  grape  juice  for  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Even  if  the  instruction  to  use  grape  juice  had 
been  included,  it  wouldn’t  have  been  binding, 
said  the  Rev.  Hoyt  L.  Hickman,  an  authority  on 
United  Methodist  worship  rituals  and  a  staff 
member  of  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Not  one  of  the  four  services  “of  word  and  ta¬ 
ble”  &  the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal  specif¬ 
ically  mentions  what  drink  to  use.  But  each 
ritual  refers  to  “wine”  and  “the  cup.” 

Omission  noticed 

At  least  one  delegate  to  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  which  approved  the  hymnal  in  May,  no¬ 
ticed  the  omission  of  the  grape-juice  reference. 

The  Rev.  Don  L.  Forsman,  senior  pastor  of 
Trinity-First  United  Methodist  Church  in  El  Paso, 
Texas,  tried  twice  during  plenary  sessions  of  the 
11  -day  meeting  in  St.  Louis  to  restore  the  grape- 
juice  instruction  to  the  communion  rituals. 

“I’ve  headed  the  alcohol  task  force  for  the 


General  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  and  I 
know  the  difficulty  we  will  have  by  opening  the 
door  [to  alcohol  use  in  churches],”  said  the  dele¬ 
gate  from  the  New  Mexico  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Forsman  said  he  wouldn’t  recommend 
that  his  2,000-member  congregation  purchase 
the  new  hymnal  because  of  the  omission. 

Further,  he  said  he  would  introduce  a  measure 
at  the  1992  General  Conference  to  make  the  use 
of  grape  juice  during  communion  mandatory. 

The  omission  from  the  new  hymnal  was  not 
intentional,  said  the  Rev.  Carlton  R.  Young,  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  current  (1966)  hymnal  as  well  as  of  the 
new  book. 

Dr.  Young  pointed  out  that  the  grape-juice  im 
struction  appears  only  in  No.  830  of  the  current 
Book  of  Hymns.  That’s  the  “long  form”  of  the 
communion  ritual. 

“This  service  was  not  included  in  the  new 
hymnal,  though  it  is  an  approved  service  and  is 
part  of  the  Book  of  Worship,”  Dr.  Young  said. 
"But  neither  [No.]  832  (the  ‘brief  form’  of  the 
communion  ritual)  nor  the  EUB  (Evangelical 
United  Brethren)  hymnal  contained  the  rubric, 
so  it  was  not  picked  up.” 

Instruction  not  binding 

The  United  Methodist  Church  hasn’t  really 
had  a  binding  ban  against  using  wine  in  commu¬ 
nion,  said  Mr.  Hickman,  who  was  also  a  staff 
member  for  the  Hymnal  Revision  Committee. 

“The  Judicial  Council  [the  denomination’s  ‘su¬ 


preme  court’]  has  ruled  that  ritual,  as  such,  has  no 
legislative  force,"  he  said.  “For  years  we  have  not 
had  an  effective  grape-juice  rubric,  but  people 
thought  we  did  because  it  was  in  the  hymnal.” 

The  instruction  lost  its  binding  effect  when 
rituals  were  removed  from  the  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  the  denomination’s  collection  of  church 
laws,  in  the  early  20th  century,  said  Mr.  Hick¬ 
man,  author  and  editor  of  several  books  on  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ritual. 

An  attempt  this  year  to  insert  language  re¬ 
quiring  use  of  “unfermented  juice  of  the  grape” 
into  the  Book  of  Discipline  was  defeated  by  a 
General  Conference  legislative  committee,  Mr. 
Hickman  said. 

“We  tried  to  clear  up  the  situation  and  let  the 
delegates  know  we  did  not  have  an  effective  ru¬ 
bric  [against  using  wine  in  communion],”  Mr. 
Hickman  said.  “We  wanted  to  let  them  decide  if 
they  wanted  to  return  the  language  to  the  Disci¬ 
pline.  Apparently  they  didn’t.” 

The  absence  of  the  instruction  to  use  grape 
juice  isn’t  likely  to  influence  the  way  most  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  experience  the  sacrament,  Mr. 
Hickman  said. 

“It’s  my  personal  view  that  the  overwhelming 
number  of  churches  will  continue  to  use  grape 
juice,”  he  said. 

Juice  mentioned  in  1864 

The  1864  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  was  the  first  Methodist  legisla¬ 


tive  body  to  mention  using  grape  juice  during 
communion,  said  the  Rev.  Charles  Yrigoyen  Jr., 
chief  executive  of  the  General  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History.  That  conference  passed  a  res¬ 
olution  that  “earnestly  recommends  that  the  pure 
juice  of  the  grape  be  used  in  the  Lord’s  Supper.” 

Dr.  Yrigoyen  said  the  1876  General  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  northern  church  added  a  recommen¬ 
dation  at  the  beginning  of  the  Holy  Communion 
ritual  that  “the  pure  unfermented  juice  of  the 
grape”  be  used. 

In  1880  the  wording  changed  to  "Let  none  but 
the  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape  be  used  in 
the  administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  whenev¬ 
er  practicable,”  he  said. 

In  1916  the  wording  dropped  “whenever  prac¬ 
ticable,”  Dr.  Yrigoyen  said.  That  made  the  re¬ 
quirement  mandatory. 

The  northern  and  southern  branches  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  issued  their  first 
joint  hymnal  in  1905,  Dr.  Yrigoyen  said,  and  it 
included  the  instruction  to  use  grape  juice 
“whenever  practicable.” 

The  1935  Methodist  Hymnal— a  joint  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Method¬ 
ist  Episcopal  Church,  South;  and  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church— and  the  1966  Methodist 
Book  of  Hymns  contain  an  unequivocal  instruc¬ 
tion  to  use  grape  juice. 

The  1935  Evangelical  Church  Book  of  Discipline 
and  the  1947  Evangelical  United  Brethren  Book  of 
Discipline  also  specified  the  use  of  “unfermented 


Not  one  of  the  four  Holy  Communion 
services  in  the  new  United  Methodist 
Hymnal  stipulates  using  grape  juice.  The 
rituals  “of  word  and  table”  refer  to  “bread 
and  wine”  and  “the  cup.” 

wine"  for  communion,  Dr.  Yrigoyen  said. 

The  Evangelical  United  Brethren  and  Method¬ 
ist  churches  merged  in  1968  to  form  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Church  agency  votes 
to  boycott  table  grapes 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  were  urged  last 
week  by  the  executive  committee  of  the 
church’s  social  action  agency  to  cross 
California  table  grapes  off  their  grocery 
shopping  lists. 

The  Washington-based  agency’s  action 
comes  less  than  60  days  after  the  denom¬ 
ination's  top  legislative  body  voted  down 
such  an  action  by  a  556-328  margin. 

Last  week’s  vote  aligns  the  agency 
with  the  United  Farm  Workers,  which 
has  called  for  the  boycott  in  protest  of 
farmworkers’  wage  levels,  housing  con¬ 
ditions,  and  exposure  to  pesticides. 

In  February,  after  three  years  of  de¬ 
bate,  members  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  voted  31-30  to  direct 
the  board’s  executive  committee  to  call 
for  the  general  boycott  if  neither  the  Cali- 
fomia-Nevada  nor  California-Pacific  an¬ 
nual  conferences  voted  to  implement  a 
selective  boycott  of  a  corporation  involved 
in  growing  California  table  grapes. 

Members  of  the  California-Nevada 
conference  last  month  selected  a  “poten¬ 
tial”  target  in  Tex-Cal  Land,  Inc.,  a  firm 
which  has  been  fined  $200,000  for  farm 
labor  law  violations,  whose  president  has 
been  jailed,  which  has  sold  all  but  400 
acres  of  its  table  grape  holdings  and  has 
filed  for  bankruptcy. 

‘Painted  into  a  corner’ 

The  conference  also  voted  to  extend  the 
life  of  its  selective  boycott  task  force  but 
did  not  implement  a  selective  boycott. 

The  California-Pacific  conference  vot¬ 
ed  not  to  endorse  a  general  boycott. 

Bishop  William  B.  Grove  (West  Virgin¬ 
ia  Area),  president  of  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  reportedly  told 
the  executive  committee  June  24,  “We 
have  only  one  course.  We  painted  our¬ 
selves  into  a  corner  in  February." 
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It  was  Bishop  Grove  who  cast  the  de¬ 
ciding  vote  at  the  February  meeting  of 
the  general  board  to  break  a  30-30  tie. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Looney,  a  board 
member  from  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  ques¬ 
tioned  the  general  boycott  action  in  light 
of  the  General  Conference  vote. 

“We  are  in  a  real  dilemma,  legally  and 
morally,”  he  said.  "I’m  not  sure  that  im¬ 
mediately  after  General  Conference,  we 
can  take  a  different  action. 

“The  church  has  the  idea  sometimes 
that  (this  board)  is  a  rogue  elephant,” 
Mr.  Looney  said. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Parker,  a  member 
from  New  York,  said  it  was  argued  dur¬ 
ing  the  General  Conference  session  that 
it  "was  premature  for  (that  body)  to  take 
upon  itself  an  action  pending”  in  an 
agency  such  as  Church  and  Society. 

Trying  to  send  a  message 

Church  law  gives  national  boards  the 
right  to  speak  for  themselves  on  issues  but 
not  for  the  denomination  as  a  whole.  Only 
the  General  Conference  can  do  that. 

Russell  O.  Walker,  a  board  member  and 
almond  farmer  from  Patterson,  Calif.,  said, 
“The  church  [at  large] ...  is  trying  to  send  a 
message  that  (family  farms)  are  important 

“We  need  to  be  careful  in  actions  of 
this  kind  that  (those  statements  of  con¬ 
cern)  are  not  merely  window  dressing.” 

Opponents  of  the  general  boycott  have 
charged  it  will  adversely  affect  family 
farmers,  many  of  whom  are  United 
Methodists,  while  large  table  grape- 
growing  corporations — which  are  diver¬ 
sified— would  be  relatively  unaffected. 

The  Rev.  Darrell  Thomas,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lodi, 
Calif.,  told  the  Reporter  following  the 
executive  committee  meeting,  “I  think  it 
has  sent  a  very  clear  signal  that  the 
board  can  move  almost  with  impunity. 

“It’s  a  disappointing  action.  It  is  not 
sensitive  to  family  farming;  it  is  also  not 
sensitive  to  the  fallout  at  the  local 
church  level,”  he  said. 

California-Nevada  task  force  mem¬ 
bers  have  criticized  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  staff  members  for 
adopting  an  "ideological"  approach  to 
the  boycott. 

Task  Force  chairman  Paul  Williamson 
told  conference  members  in  session  last 
month  that  the  Church  and  Society  board 
was  not  helpful  to  his  group  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  select  a  corporate  boycott  target. 

United  Methodist  News  Service  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  report. 
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‘Peace  convoy’  circles 
White  House  in  protest 


PHOTO  BY  EDITH  LAFONTAINE 


Puerto  Rico  commemorates  Aldersgate 

SAN  JUAN,  Puerto  Rico— The  Puerto  Rico  Annual  Conference  commemo¬ 
rated  the  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wesley’s  experience  at  Aldersgate  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  meeting  of  the  annual  conference  in  the  Santisima  Trinidad 
United  Methodist  Church  in  old  San  Juan,  where  the  first  Methodist  mission¬ 
aries  began  their  work  in  1900.  The  celebration  was  held  simultaneously 
throughout  the  island’s  70  United  Methodist  congregations,  from  Guayama 
fn  the  south  to  Arecibo  in  the  north. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  “Veteran’s  Peace  Convoy,"  includ¬ 
ing  several  United  Methodists,  repeated¬ 
ly  circled  the  White  House  last  week  to 
protest  being  prevented  from  delivering 
vehicles,  food  and  medical  supplies  to 
Nicaragua,  according  to  Sean  Gullette  of 
Boston,  a  member  of  the  convoy. 

The  group  also  held  rallies  in  nearby 
Lafayette  Park  and  lobbied  members  of 
Congress  to  press  their  case  for  taking 
the  vehicles  and  their  humanitarian  car¬ 
go  to  the  Central  American  nation,  said 
Mr.  Gullette. 

He  said  a  lawsuit  has  been  filed,  seek¬ 
ing  a  court  order  that  would  prevent  fed¬ 
eral  agents  from  closing  the  border  to 
the  convoy. 

Three  of  the  36  vehicles  in  the  convoy 
were  supplied  by  United  Methodists— 
two  by  the  Southern  New  England  con¬ 
ference  and  a  third  by  Carol  Cavness 
Walker,  a  peace-with-justice  educator  in 
Austin,  Texas. 

At  least  two  UM  pastors  are  taking 
part  in  the  convoy,  which  turned  around 
and  went  to  Washington  after  being  halt¬ 
ed  by  federal  officials  at  Laredo,  Texas, 
June  15. 

Mr.  Gullette,  with  the  convoy  since 
May  22  when  it  set  out,  said  the  group 
was  “doublecrossed.” 

“U.S.  Custom  officials  assured  us  we 


the  church  today 


West  Ohio  communicator 
Robert  F.  Storey  dies 

DAYTON,  Ohio— The  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Storey,  director  of  communications  for 
the  West  Ohio  Annual  Conference,  died 
unexpectedly  June  24. 

Mr.  Storey,  editor  of  the  West  Ohio 
conference  edition  of  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Review,  reportedly  was  visiting 
friends  in  Cincinnati  when  he  was  fatally 
stricken.  His  office  was  in  Columbus,  and 
he  had  been  in  Dayton  covering  a  United 
Theological  Seminary  celebration  of  “Al¬ 
dersgate  250.” 

Mr.  Storey  was  a  native  of  Alabama 
and  edited  the  Birmingham  Area  “Advo¬ 
cate"  for  several  years  before  moving  to 
Ohio.  He  chaired  the  advisory  committee 
of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Church  Communications  and 
was  a  veteran  workshop  leader,  particu¬ 
larly  in  church  newsletters. 


Israeli  executive  invited 
to  meet  with  WMC  leaders 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)— 
Officials  of  the  World  Methodist  Council 
have  asked  Israeli  Prime  Minister  Yitz¬ 
hak  Shamir  for  a  meeting  to  discuss  the 
Middle  East. 

A  letter  dated  June  23  from  the  Rev. 
Joe  Hale,  general  secretary  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  said  the  meeting  is  sought  “in  order 
to  learn  more  directly  the  causes  of  the 
upheaval  in  your  country,  and  also  to 
share  with  you  concerns  arising  from  the 
common  Judaeo-Christian  heritage  we 
share  as  part  of  the  worldwide  religious 


community."  The  letter  follows  action 
by  council  officers  meeting  in  London 
during  the  May  24  Aldersgate  250th  anni¬ 
versary  observance. 

Philippine  Catholic  bishop 
wants  U.S.  bases  moved 
NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  Bishop  Antonio  F.  Nepomuceno  has 
called  for  elimination  of  all  U.S.  foreign 
military  bases,  especially  in  his  home¬ 
land,  the  Philippines. 

Bishop  Nepomuceno  said  he  views  re¬ 
moval  of  foreign  military  installations 
as  a  first  step  toward  disarmament,  “ba¬ 
sic  if  we  want  peace  in  the  world.” 


had  a  green  light,  then  came  back  six 
hours  later  and  reversed  their  decision,” 
he  said.  The  group  was  stopped  when  it 
attempted  to  cross  into  Mexico. 

Charles  Conroy,  a  Houston-based 
spokesperson  for  the  U.S.  Customs  Ser¬ 
vice,  said  a  1985  federal  trade  embar¬ 
go— the  Nicaragua  Trade  Control 
Regulations— prohibits  exporting  vehi¬ 
cles  to  Nicaragua.  He  said  the  group  was 
never  told  that  they  could  continue  on  to 
Nicaragua  without  agreeing  that  the  ve¬ 
hicles  were  to  be  returned  to  the  United 
States. 

Judge  dismisses 
Christie  lawsuit 

Compiled  from  News  Reports 

MIAMI— Just  days  before  opening  ar¬ 
guments  were  to  begin,  a  federal  district 
judge  dismissed  a  multi-million  dollar 
lawsuit  charging  a  secret  ex-CIA  net¬ 
work  with  the  bombing  of  a  1984  Nicara¬ 
guan  press  conference. 

Eight  people  were  killed  in  the  May  30, 
1984,  bombing,  including  Religious  News 
Service  correspondent  Linda  Frazier,  a 
native  of  Portland,  Ore. 

Investigators  for  the  Christie  Institute, 
which  filed  the  lawsuit  in  May  1986, 
claim  the  network,  which  included  many 
figures  named  in  the  Iran-Contra  affair, 
also  was  involved  in  a  25-year  conspira¬ 
cy  of  violent  crimes,  murder,  kidnap¬ 
ping,  arson  and  drug  and  gunrunning  in 
connection  with  U.S.  covert  actions. 

The  suit,  filed  on  behalf  of  a  television 
cameraman  injured  in  the  bombing  and 
his  wife,  charged  violations  of  a  federal 
racketeering  act. 

Judge  James  L.  King,  Southern  District 
of  Florida,  threw  out  the  case,  declaring 
the  plaintiffs  “have  not  shown  a  genuine 
issue  of  material  facts  with  respect  to 
any  of  the  allegations  concerning  the 
cause  of  their  purported  injuries.” 

Daniel  Sheehan,  the  Christie  Institute’s 
chief  counsel,  said  he  would  appeal 
Judge  King’s  ruling.  The  Washington- 
based  interfaith  law  firm  has  spent 
about  $3  million  on  the  case,  including 
$46,000  contributed  by  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  —GLEN  LARUM 


World  Methodist  institute  teaches  evangelism 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES  $1  per  word  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 

Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 


RED  BIRD  MISSION-TEACHING  POSITIONS 

Remedial  Reading.  Special  Education,  Industrial 
Arts.  Spanish  and/or  French,  Physics/ Chemistry— 
Master's  Degree  preferred;  elementary  classroom. 
Please  contact  Perry  R.  Newbury.  Executive  Di¬ 
rector.  Red  Bird  Mission.  HC  69  Box  700,  Beverly, 
KY  40913  (606)  598-5135. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 

Ministries  for  1.000+  member  congregation  in 

f  rowing  community.  located  in  one  of  most  beauti- 
ul  Florida  gulf  cities;  salary  negotiable  Send  re¬ 
sume.  photo,  and  references  to  Robert  Fox,  First 
UMC.  388  First  Avenue  South.  Naples,  FL  33940. 

CHOIR  DIRECTOR  MUSIC  LEADERSHIP  FOR 

church  of  2.400  All  age  choirs  plus  handbells.  Send 
resume  to  Gary  Regan,  1450  Old  Gate  Lane,  Dallas. 
TX  75218  


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  FOR  YOUNG,  fast¬ 

growing  church  (60-100  in  MYF  each  Sunday). 
$17,235  salary  for  3/4-time  person.  Students  may 
apply  Send  picture  and  resume  to  Rev  James  R. 
Porter.  3321  W  Park  Row.  Arlington.  TX  76013. 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  in  youth 

ministry  position  available  for  1,600-member 
church  Send  resume:  Sr.  Pastor.  1st  UMC,  P.O.  Box 
1913.  Roswell.  NM  88202 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CAMP  GROUND, 

Des  Plaines.  IL  60016  on  beautiful  Des  Plaines  Riv¬ 
er  near  Chicago  has  several  cottages  for  rent  or 
sale  starting  at  $6,000  to  $20,000.  summer  occupan¬ 
cy  only  Large  wooded  area,  religious  services, 
swimming  pool,  playground  Good  for  families  and 
snowbird  retirees  Write  or  phone  Doris  Krueger 
at  (312)  297-2896  or  above  address. 


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  NEEDED  for  a 
3.000-member  suburban  church  in  the  Tampa  Bay  re¬ 
gion.  Previous  experience  in  full-time  youth  ministry 
on  a  multiple  staff  situation  is  preferred  Salary/ben- 
efit  package  of  $25, 000- $30, 000  is  negotiable,  depend¬ 
ing  on  education  and  experience  Send  resume  and 
picture,  along  with  a  detailed  statement  about  your 
direction  for  youth  ministry  to  Dr  T  Glenn  Mitchell, 
St  Paul  United  Methodist  Church,  1199  Highland  Ave¬ 
nue,  Largo.  FL  34640  (813)  584-8165. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE:  St 
Paul  s  United  Methodist  Church,  Elizabethtown. 
Pennsylvania,  is  in  search  of  a  creative,  resource¬ 
ful  person  for  a  newly  created  position  to  work  on 
a  team  consisting  of  a  senior  pastor,  youth  pastor, 
and  director  of  music  in  the  areas  of  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  evangelism  of  a  1,300-member  church. 
Salary  based  on  education,  skills,  and  experience 
Please  submit  resume  to:  The  Reverend  Frank  A. 
Nickel.  Jr..  St.  Paul  s  United  Methodist  Church,  N. 
Spruce  &  Oak  Streets,  Elizabethtown,  PA  17022. 
Telephone  (717)367-1889 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUNG  ADULT  ministries  Large 

evangelical  church  seeks  a  person  to  work  with  its 
singles  ministry  of  hundreds  Position  includes  work¬ 
ing  with  voung  married  adults.  Seminary  back¬ 
ground.  lay  or  clergy  Suggest  salary  expectations. 
Begin  immediately  Send  resume  to  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  c/o  Col.  Roy  Holley,  St.  Mark  s  United  Methodist 
Church.  4801  Six  Forks  Road.  Raleigh.  NC  27609. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  (DCE) 
needed  for  growing  down-town  church.  Responsibil¬ 
ities  in  children's  worship,  children's  choirs  and 
church  school  program.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Richard 
W  Rohrer.  500  W  Platt  Street.  Tampa.  FL  33606. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  &  youth 

ministries  for  an  800-member  church  in  Tampa  Bay 
area  Please  send  resumes  &  references  to:  Pastor. 
1st  UMC.  202  W  Church  Ave .  Dade  City.  FL  33525. 
(904)  567-5604  Salary  &  benefits  negotiable 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION.  2500- 

member.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Ocala, 
FL  Full-time  position.  Resume  needs  to  reveal  a 
person  with  strong  organizational,  leadership, 
communication  and  spiritual  attributes  shared 
with  enthusiasm.  Salary  negotiable.  Rev.  David  T. 
Brewer.  FUMC.  1126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd., 
Ocala.  FL  32670  Telephone  (904)  622-3244. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 

Ministries.  Evangelical  congregation  of  475  has  im¬ 
mediate  opening.  Salary  negotiable  Resumes  to 
PPR  Committee.  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church. 
180  Park  Ave  .  Windsor.  Ct.  06095,  (203)  688-9245 


EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 

gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  current  photo  and  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to  Christian  Education  Di¬ 
rector.  5501  S.  Main,  Houston,  TX  77004. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  St  STAY  at 
Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs,  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool.  $8  tickets.  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  $22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 


INDIA-NEPAL  MISSIONS  TOUR.  Oct.  20  -  Nov .4 
'88.  Contact  tour  host  Dr.  James  Smith,  Calvary 
UM  Church.  5413  Blue  Ridge  Cut-Off,  Kansas  City. 
MO  64133.  (816)356-2027. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking  to 

employ  director  of  Christian  education  with  empha¬ 
sis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work.  Appro¬ 
priate  experience,  education,  gifts  and  graces 
necessary  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev  Clint 
Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box  1136, 
Bartlesville.  OK  74005. 


REPRINTS  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 

Discipline  of  1798.  which  contain  the  explanatory 
notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by  Thomas  Coke 
and  Francis  Asbury.  can  be  purchased  for  $7  in¬ 
cluding  postage.  Mail  your  order  and  check  to  In¬ 
stitute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  _ 

IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  A  NEAR-perfect  re- 

tirement  community  and  an  active  Methodist 
church,  call  or  write  Oscar  Wilkie.  Pastor,  for  a 
big  free  package  of  information  about  Sulphur  in 
South  Central  Oklahoma.  (405)  622-3325.  1130  West 
First.  Sulphur.  OK  73086 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'’  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 

Worship:  1 1  00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856  _ 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 
Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free 
service  to  churches.  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept.  18.  PO  Box  36,  Huntington. 
WV  25706-0036. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  IN  OFFICIALLY 
approved  stitcheries.  including  cross-stitch,  latch 
hook,  chicken  scratch,  needlepoint  Brochure  $1.  Nan¬ 
cy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth.  MN  56013 


BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations.  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808 
Fulton.  TX  78358. 


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates  On  Nob  Hill.  1040  Bush  Street.  San  Francis- 
o.  CA  94109(415)673-6768. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC.  PO  Box  55712,  Dept.  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Some  70  Methodists  “suffering  from 
spiritual  malnutrition”  feasted  on  a  ban¬ 
quet  of  fresh  ways  to  further  the  Gospel 
message  in  May. 

Convening  at  Cliff  College  in  Sheffield, 
England,  the  British  Isles  Regional  Sem¬ 
inar  on  Evangelism  brought  delegates 
from  the  British  Isles,  Fiji,  Africa,  the 
Philippines  and  North  America  together 
to  study  "Our  Methodist  Heritage  and 
Evangelism  Today.” 

The  seminar  was  sponsored  by  the 
World  Methodist  Council’s  evangelism 
institute. 

The  institute,  based  at  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta, 
recently  was  renamed  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Evangelism  Institute. 

“It  is  very  important  to  our  African  and 
Latin  American  brothers  and  sisters  to 
identify  the  institute  more  clearly  as  a 
‘Methodist’  ministry,”  said  the  Rev.  George 
E.  Morris,  director  of  the  program. 

Using  the  250th  anniversary  of  John 
Wesley’s  “Aldersgate  Experience”  as 
context,  the  seminar  focused  upon  possi¬ 
bilities  of  evangelistic  renewal  and  mis- 
sional  revitalization  within  the  Wesleyan 
movement — especially  within  its  British 
birthplace. 

Speakers  included  the  Rev.  Donald  En¬ 
glish  of  the  British  Methodist  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  Mr.  Morris,  also  a  professor 
of  evangelism  at  Candler;  and  Dr.  Ken¬ 
neth  Cracknell,  missiologist  and  profes¬ 
sor  at  Cambridge  University. 

Cross-cultural  lectures,  Wesley  class 
meetings  and  worship  services  from  the 
represented  cultures  highlighted  the  event. 

Seminar  participants  also  spent  a  Sun¬ 
day  in  local  British  parishes,  joining  in 
worship  and  sharing  with  congregations  on 
how  better  to  communicate  the  Gospel. 

The  potential  long-term  influence  of 
the  seminar  on  Methodism  and  Methodist 


r~ 

n 

Partnership 
in  Missions 

>etdwc£ 

IVo  gift  too  small 

people  was  summed  up  by  a  lay  preach¬ 
er  from  Leeds,  England,  who  said,  “It  is 
going  to  take  years  to  work  through  what 
I  have  learned  here.  To  keep  it  alive,  I 
know  I  will  have  to  give  it  away.” 

Created  by  the  World  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  in  1981,  the  institute  cooperates  with 
church  leaders  in  various  countries  to 
bring  together  delegates  from  through¬ 
out  the  world  to  be  led  by  a  multination¬ 


al  and  multiracial  faculty. 

Previous  regional  seminars  have  been 
in  such  countries  as  Korea,  Peru,  Kenya, 
Ghana,  Australia,  Brazil  and  Finland. 

Gifts  to  support  the  World  Methodist 
Evangelism  Institute,  a  project  of  The 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church,  may 
be  sent  via  the  annual  conference  trea¬ 
surer  and  designated  for  Advance  /'Jo. 
982423-5. 

This  story  is  based  on  a  report  written 
by  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Anderson  of  Holy 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Church, 
Katy,  Texas  (Texas  Annual  Conference). 
Mr.  Anderson  was  a  North  American  del¬ 
egate  to  the  British  Isles  Seminar. 


PHOTO  BY  THE  REV.  CHARLES  W.  ANDERSON 

Delegates  from  different  cultures  join  in  song  during  the  commissioning 
service  at  the  recent  British  Isles  Regional  Seminar  on  Evangelism. 
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1 988  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Ordinands 


ELDERS  —  Pictured  are  front  row,  1.  to  r.,  Jayne  Trammell-Kelly,  Freida  Klein- 
peter  Brown,  Heide  Erin  Davis.  Back  row,  1.  to  r.,  Alfred  Conrad  Bakewell  III,  Rob¬ 
ert  Lee  Deich,  Kenneth  Roger  Bowman,  Randall  Barkley  Scrivener  and  Jack  D. 
Phelps. 


DIACONALS  —  Pictured  are  the  new  Diaconal  Ministers,  Yvonne  Thigpin,  right, 
and  Karen  Albano,  left. 


DEACONS  —  Pictured  are  front  row,  1.  to  r.,  John  Eli  Zehr,  Larry  Martin,  Gary 
Don  Willis,  Michael  Thomas  Head.  Back  row,  1.  to  r.,  A.  Trent  Palmer  III,  Daniel  H. 
Miller,  Percell  Church  Sr.,  Bryan  Scott  Dauphin,  Arnold  Vestal  Brown,  Scott  Tregle 
Bullock  and  Jose  Garcia. 


UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  Scheduled  for  July 


The  Louisiana  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission  promises  to  be  one  of 
the  most  exciting  educational  opportuni¬ 
ties  offered  within  the  conference.  The 
event  takes  place  July  19-22  and  July  22- 
24  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport. 

The  theme  for  the  School  this  year  is 
"Human  Value  —  Christian  Hope,”  and 


the  topics  of  study  include  "Ruth  and  Es¬ 
ther,”  “South  Africa,”  and  "Faces  of 
Poverty  in  Our  Midst.” 

The  topic  “Ruth  and  Esther”  is  a  spiri¬ 
tual  growth  study  designed  to  show  how 
Ruth  and  Esther  minister  within  their 
context,  involving  themselves  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  the  healing  of  creation,  as  women 


On  CJhe  Way . . . 


"I  exercise  myself  that  I  may  have  always  a  conscience  void  of  offense 
toward  God  and  others.” 

Acts  24:16 

I  am  very  much  “into"  exercise  these  days,  trying  to  walk  at  least  three 
miles  every  day.  So  I  was  delighted  to  run  across  the  word  (Sorry,  I  just  can’t 
help  saying  things  like  that)  in  the  Book  of  Acts  used  by  St.  Paul. 

"I  exercise  myself,”  said  Paul,  “to  have  a  conscience  void  of  offense  toward 
God  and  others.”  Paul  had  an  athletic  conscience;  he  took  it  out  jogging;  he 
gave  it  a  regular  workout,  knowing  that  our  conscience,  like  our  other  parts, 
can  become  flabby  and  sluggish.  He  knew  that  there  is  one  thing  more 
important  than  obeying  your  conscience,  and  that  is  having  a  conscience  worth 
obeying. 

Some  of  us  regard  conscience  as  an  infallible  guide.  But  one  of  the  draw¬ 
backs  of  conscience  is  that  it  operates  in  limited  areas.  It  can  be  turned  on  and 
off.  It  can  work  well  at  home  or  with  friends,  but  a  few  miles  away  it  is  blunted 
or  does  not  function  at  all. 

Conscience  can  also  be  very  selective,  not  only  about  people,  but  about 
subjects.  We  can  be  very  caring  about  trivial  matters  and  let  huge  matters 
pass  without  noticing  them  at  all. 

But  let  me  return  to  Paul’s  words  about  “exercising”  himself  so  as  to  have  a 
conscience  “void  of  offense.”  What  kind  of  exercise  does  it  call  for?  How  do  we 
do  it? 

We  might  try  “walking”  it  —  still  the  cheapest  and  most  effective  muscle 
toner  and  limb  stretcher.  Some  of  our  consciences  haven’t  done  any  walking 
for  a  long  time.  They’ve  hopped  in  the  car  and  avoided  human  contact. 

Walking  down  a  London  street,  a  friend  wanted  to  introduce  Charles  Lamb  to 
a  man  on  the  other  side  of  the  road.  “I  don’t  want  to  meet  him”  said  Lamb.  “If  I 
meet  him,  I’m  afraid  I’ll  begin  to  like  him!”  Almost  any  conscience  can  be  a 
good  conscience  as  long  as  it  doesn’t  meet  too  many  people,  all  kinds  of  people. 

I  believe  that  conscience  is  best  worth  obeying  when  it  is  the  product  of 
many  minds  —  in  the  Christian  case,  the  mind  of  Christ,  the  testimony  of  the 
saints,  the  conversation  of  trusted  friends.  Let  us  avail  ourselves  of  them  in 
order  to  "exercise"  our  conscience  and  make  it  “void  of  offense.” 


Little  Rock  ’88  —  Full  of  Surprises 


Pastors,  Worship  leaders,  music  direc¬ 
tors  and  those  interested  in  creative  wor¬ 
ship  are  invited  to  attend  Little  Rock  ’88 
at  Trinity  UMC  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  This 
convocation  on  creative  worship  will  be¬ 
gin  at  12:30  p.m.  on  August  4  and  will  end 
at  2:30  p.m.  on  August  7. 

The  cost  will  be: 

Full  time  adult  including  meals 

-  $125.00 

Full  time  youth  including  meals 

—  $100.00 

Local  Adult  $75.00,  Youth  $55.00 
—  NO  Meals 

Reserve  Rooms  at  the  Hilton,  925 
South  University,  Little  Rock 
72204  —  $40.00  single,  double 
or  triple  each  night.  (501)  664- 
5020. 

Courses  and  Faculty:  Choral  Music  — 
Eugene  Butler,  Mark  Wilson,  John  Yar- 
rington;  Organ  —  Antone  Godding; 
Handbells  —  Frances  Callahan,  Martha 


Lynn  &  Felix  Thompson;  Worship  and 
preaching  —  Roger  Deschner,  Andy 
Langford,  Fred  Kandeler,  Jerry  Henry; 
Dance  —  Lorene  Patterson;  Visuals  — 
Carolee  Syres;  Vocal  Arts  —  Dorothy 
Sawalski;  Plus  many  others. 

SPECIAL  EVENTS  include  an  Organ 
Recital,  Handbell  Concert,  Mini-Voice 
and  Mini-Harp  Recital,  Hymn  Festival, 
Talent  Show  and  a  Special  Dinner 
“OUT”  in  Little  Rock. 

“Little  Rock  ’88”  is  sponsored  by  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodists  in  Worship, 
Music  and  Other  Arts.  For  further  infor¬ 
mation  contact:  Carole  Langley,  Juris¬ 
dictional  Representative,  1203 
Whispering  Pines,  St.  Louis,  MO  63146. 
To  register,  send  address  and  phone 
number  and  mail  with  your  check  to:  Lit¬ 
tle  Rock  ’88,  Convention  and  Visitors  Bu¬ 
reau,  Statehouse  Plaza,  Box  3232,  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas  72203. 


today  are  called  upon  to  do. 

“South  Africa’  is  the  geographical 
theme  designed  to  invite  persons  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  a  pilgrim  community  of  dis¬ 
covery  concerning  the  history,  the  people 
and  the  issues  confronting  South  Africa 
today. 

The  general  theme  “Faces  of  Poverty 
in  Our  Midst”  has  been  developed  to  help 
North  American  Christians  achieve 
deeper  understandings  related  to  pover¬ 
ty  including  causes;  impact  on  human 
lives;  and  appropriate  response  to  Chris¬ 
tians.  The  study  will  examine  the  causes 
of  poverty  in  the  economies  of  the  U.S. 
and  Canada,  the  effects  on  the  lives  of 
people,  and  explore  possibilities  for  min¬ 
istry  in  community  with  the  poor  by  em¬ 
powering  people  for  action  in  developing 
partnership. 

The  offering  for  the  1988  School  of 
Christian  Mission  will  be  sent  undesig¬ 
nated,  calling  to  mind  all  the  numerous 
projects  that  are  on-going  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca,  as  well  as  those  projects  aiding  in  the 
fight  against  poverty  and  despair  across 
the  globe.  By  sending  it  undesignated, 


the  UMW  can  touch  all  of  these  projects 
as  they  minister  to  all  who  need  it. 

The  study  topic  leaders  for  the  School 
of  Missions  include  a  number  of  local 
faces. 

Margaret  Bryan  needs  no  introduction 
to  the  UMW  of  Louisiana.  She  has  served 
as  a  conference  officer  and  as  Dean  of 
the  School  of  Christian  Mission.  She  is 
both  an  artist  and  an  author  and  has  con¬ 
ducted  tours  to  many  parts  of  the  world. 
Bryan  is  a  member  of  First  UMC, 
Shreveport. 

Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  who  calls  Boga- 
lusa  home,  is  an  Elder  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  currently  serving  the 
Church  Point  —  Maxie  —  Ville  Platte 
Charge.  She  served  as  pastor  for 
churches  in  Louisiana  and  North  Texas 
before  going  to  Liberia,  West  Africa  in 
1981  where  she  served  as  a  missionary 
for  six  years.  Rev.  Hammond  and  Mar¬ 
garet  Bryan  will  be  teaching  the  “South 
Africa”  part  of  the  program. 

One  of  the  three  teachers  for  the 
Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst”  session 
will  be  Joyce  Elaine  Fish,  a  native  of 


Austin,  Texas.  She  has  been  a  district 
and  conference  UMW  officer  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  Church  Women  United,  as  well  as 
teaching  Schools  of  Christian  Mission. 
She  is  presently  Secretary  of  Publicity 
and  Public  Relations  for  Southwest  Tex¬ 
as  Conference  UMW. 

Also  teaching  this  session  is  Rev.  Gary 
Appleton,  pastor  of  St.  John  and  Antrim 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  St.  John, 
Kansas,  in  the  Kansas  West  Conference. 
He  is  also  serving  as  director  of  the  Staf¬ 
ford  County  United  Methodist  Covenant 
Ministry  consisting  of  a  covenant  minis¬ 
try  among  seven  churches. 

The  third  study  group  leader  for  the 
Poverty  topic  is  Dr.  George  W.  C.  Calvin, 
district  superintendent  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans/Houma  district.  He  has  taught  in 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission  throughout 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  and  will 
be  a  leader  in  the  Pacific  Regional 
School  of  Mission  in  Tacoma,  Washing¬ 
ton,  this  summer.  He  will  also  lead  a 
workshop  at  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  meeting  of  UMW  in  Biloxi. 

Rev.  Fay  Barrhartung  and  Sally  Cou- 


villion  will  be  teaching  the  “Ruth  and 
Esther"  study. 

Rev.  Barrhartung  is  a  native  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  but  has  spent  a  number  of  years  in 
Illinois,  South  Dakota  and  Arkansas.  Her 
work  has  included  serving  as  a  Wesley 
Foundation  Director,  Director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  and  Youth  Work  and  she 
was  the  first  woman  to  be  appointed  the 
Dean  of  Students. at  Dakota.Wesley  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  entered  the  ministry  after 
returning  to  Louisiana  and  is  presently 
serving  the  Colfax-Hollins  Chapel 
Charge  in  Alexandria. 

Sally  Couvillion  of  Conroe,  Texas  has 
been  ordained  a  deacon  at  the  recent 
Texas  Annual  Conference.  Currently  a 
third  year  student  at  Perkins  School  of 
Theology  at  SMU,  she  is  a  strong  sup¬ 
porter  of  UMW,  having  served  in  local 
and  district  offices.  She  has  taught  in  the 
Central  Texas  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission. 

The  1988  School  of  Christian  Mission 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  schools  held  and  will  be  an  event 
those  participating  in  will  not  forget. 


Pentecost  1988  —  A  Gathering  of  Christians 


By  DAVID  TRICKETT 

It  is  a  sign  of  the  rich  diversity  to  be 
found  in  the  worldwide  Christian  family 
that  not  all  of  us  celebrate  even  major 
religious  festivals  at  the  same  time.  Late 
this  spring,  nearly  1,500  people  from 
across  the  United  States  and  some  other 
lands  converged  upon  Arlington  in  north 
central  Texas,  between  the  respective 
dates  that  western  Christian  churches 
and  Orthodox  communities  celebrate 
Pentecost.  The  encompassing  theme  of 
the  four-day  event  was  “No  Longer 
Strangers:  A  Gathering  of  Christians,” 
and  it  was  sponsored  by  the  National 
Council  of  the  Churches  of  the  Christ  in 
the  USA.  Just  under  one  hundred  United 
Methodists  were  present. 

Worship  was  central  at  this  gathering. 
A  wide  range  of  options  reflected  many 
of  the  parts  of  the  global  body  of  Christ: 
a  mariachi  mass,  a  Quaker  meeting, 


charismatic  prayer  groups,  various  rites 
of  holy  communion  in  addition  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  liturgies,  Orthodox  matins, 
and  even  worship  from  the  French  ecu¬ 
menical  community  at  Taize.  The  aim  of 
this  mingling  of  traditions  was  to  enable 
participants  to  gain  new  insights  into  re¬ 
ligious  perspectives  other  than  their  own 

—  an  experience  that  actually  also 
teaches  us  more  about  who  we  ourselves 
are.  The  major  daily  services  of  worship 
followed  the  church’s  liturgical  year, 
from  an  early  focus  upon  “God  with  us” 
(we  even  sang  “O  Come,  All  Ye  Faithful” 

—  in  the  blazing  heat  of  Dallas-Fort 
Worth!)  to  "Resurrection:  Beholding  the 
New”  (with  Handel’s  “Hallelujah 
Chorus”  led  by  a  large  choir). 

Workshops  and  addresses  by  some  not¬ 
ed  speakers  augmented  our  worship. 
Each  day  scores  of  such  learning  options 


were  available.  Some  of  the  groups  that  I 
found  attempted  to  focus  upon  crucial  is¬ 
sues  lying  before  all  of  us  included  those 
looking  at  “spiritual  formation  for  ecu¬ 
menism,"  “being  together  and  acting  to¬ 
gether:  toward  a  community  of 
communions,”  “issues  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity,”  “daughters  who  image  God, 
weep  with  God,  and  sing  God’s  praise,” 
“the  interfaith  dimension  of  regional  and 
local  ecumenism,"  “religion  in  the  public 
schools,”  and  “divided  churches,  com¬ 
mon  witness:  an  unfinished  task  for  U.S. 
Christians  in  mission.” 

Ecumenical  celebrations  and  learning 
were  not  the  only  features  of  the  Arling¬ 
ton  convocation.  Some  rather  intense 
and  candid  exchanges  among  some  par¬ 
ticipants  and  even  between  certain  staff 
members  of  the  National  Council  showed 
that  even  though  we  who  are  many  are 


to  understand  ourselves  somehow  as  one 
body,  all  too  often  we  seem  to  get  in  the 
way  of  the  journey  toward  unity  in  our 
lived  witness.  Had  such  occasionally  jar¬ 
ring  moments  not  taken  place,  though, 
the  meeting  might  have  left  participants 
with  a  sense  that  ecumenism  is  some 
kind  of  dreaming  fantasy.  As  things 
turned  out,  people  left  Texas  embold¬ 
ened  to  work  for  the  splendid  witness  our 
Lord  spoke  of  in  his  prayer  recounted  in 
John  17  —  that  the  people  of  God  might 
truly  be  one,  so  that  the  world  might  be¬ 
lieve.  All  of  us  would  do  well  to  heed  this 
prayer  as  we  seek  to  be  faithful  disciples 
in  the  world. 


P aul  White  Elected  New  Conference  Lay  Leader 


Paul  D.  White  Sr.  of  Alexandria  has 
been  elected  as  the  Conference  Lay 
Leader  for  Louisiana.  He  was  nominated 
by  unanimous  action  of  the  Nominating 
Committee,  composed  of  all  nine  district 
lay  leaders. 

White  has  been  in  the  real  estate  busi¬ 
ness  since  1950,  a  career  interrupted  only 
by  two  years  Army  service.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  involved  in  all  aspects  of  real  es¬ 
tate  —  developments,  brokerage, 
building  and  investment. 

As  a  life-long  active  member  of  First 
UMC,  Alexandria,  White  has  served  in 
virtually  every  type  of  church  office  in 
the  local  church  including  Chairman  of 
the  Administrative  Board  and  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Along  with 
Bishop  Oliphint,  then  pastor  of  the 
church,  White  was  instrumental  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  funds  to  furnish  the  new  church 
plant  in  1968  with  no  indebtedness  to  the 
congregation. 

He  has  also  held  a  number  of  district 
and  conference  offices.  He  is  presently 
chairman  of  the  Alexandria  District 
Board  of  Trustees,  served  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  build  the  new  conference  head¬ 


quarters  and  serves  on  the  Pension 
Board  and  Methodist  Foundation  Board. 

Other  duties  and  activities  include 
serving  on  the  Rapides  Parish  School 
Board  as  Chairman  of  Finance.  White 
has  served  on  the  advisory  board  for 
Centenary  and  is  presently  serving  on 
the  Development  Board  for  Louisiana 
College.  In  Alexandria,  he  has  served 
with  United  Way  and  as  a  Kiwanis  mem¬ 
ber. 

White  was  a  saxophonist  and  vocal  so¬ 
loist  with  high  school,  college  and  U.S. 
Army  orchestras.  He  served  as  the  choir 
director  of  First  UMC  for  seven  years. 

Rev.  Frederick  White,  White’s  great¬ 
grandfather,  was  a  pioneer  Methodist 
minister  in  Louisiana  and  was  the 
founder  of  White’s  Chapel  in  Gold  Dust. 

White  is  married  to  the  former  Joanne 
Lyles  and  they  are  the  parents  of  five 
children  and  the  grandparents  of  six. 

The  Lay  Leader  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  is  responsible  for  increasing  the 
awareness  of  the  role  of  the  laity  in 
achieving  the  mission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  within  the  Conference, 
and  enabling  and  supporting  lay  partici¬ 


pation  in  the  planning  and  decision  mak¬ 
ing  process  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
district  and  local  church.  One  of  White’s 
duties  as  Lay  Leader  will  be  to  serve  as 
chairman  of  the  Conference  Board  of 
Laity. 


NEW  LAY  LEADER  -  Paul  White  Sr. 
has  been  elected  the  new  Conference 
Lay  Leader. 


July  -  August 

Bible  Study  for  Christian 
Living 

More  Than  Conquerors 

with  Dr.  Maxie  Dunnam 
7:30  -  8:30 p.m 

July  3,  10, 

17,  24,  31  Westar  4  Channel  19 

Genesis:  How  It  All  Began 

with  Dr.  Ellsworth  Kalas 
7:30  -  8:30 p.m. 

August  7,  14,  21,  28 

Catch  the  Spirit 

7:30  -  8:00  a.m 

July  3,  10, 

17,  24,  31  Satcom  4  Channel  10 

August  7,  14, 

21,  28  Satcom  4  Channel  10 

Church  Music  Magazine 

8:00  -  9:00  p.m 

August  16 

Some  mUtlliU  information  i vat  not  available  at 
prat  time.  Consult  your  CSTN  Program  Guide  for 
more  complete  details.  All  times  listed  art  Eastern 
Time  Zone.  Programs  may  be  subject  to  change. 
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Grape  boycott 

A  recent  decision  by  the  executive 
committee  of  United  Methodism's  social- 
action  agency  to  call  for  a  general  boy¬ 
cott  of  California  table  grapes  sends  a 
troubling  message  (see  UMR,  July  1). 

Events  leading  up  to  the  committee’s 
vote  help  to  explain  why. 

February— The  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society,  by  a  conditional  31- 
30  vote,  directed  the  board’s  executive 
committee  at  its  June  meeting  to  call  for 
a  general  boycott  of  California  table 
grapes. 

The  boycott  was  to  take  effect  if  nei¬ 
ther  the  California-Nevada  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  nor  the  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference  called  for  a  selective  boycott 
of  one  corporation  involved  in  growing 
California  table  grapes. 

May— United  Methodism’s  General 
Conference  rejected  by  a  556-328  vote  a 
resolution  from  Church  and  Society  that 
would  have  called  on  church  members  to 
participate  in  a  general  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes. 

June— Neither  the  California-Nevada 
Annual  Conference  nor  the  California- 
Pacific  Annual  Conference  voted  to  en¬ 
dorse  a  table  grape  boycott.  The  former 
voted  specifically  not  to  endorse  a  selec¬ 
tive  boycott  and  the  latter  did  likewise 
regarding  a  general  boycott. 

Late  June — Church  and  Society’s  pres¬ 
ident,  whose  vote  in  February  broke  a 
tie,  told  the  executive  committee:  ‘‘We 
have  only  one  course.  We  painted  our¬ 
selves  into  a  corner  in  February.”  The 
committee  then  endorsed  a  general  boy¬ 
cott  of  California  table  grapes. 

We  believe  the  committee  action 
paints  the  church  into  an  even  worse 
corner  for  the  following  reasons: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Editorial  ,v.v.w.v.v.\sv.v, 

decision  should 

/  Coming  so  soon  after  General  Con¬ 
ference  rejected  a  similar  boycott,  the 
Church  and  Society  action  promotes  con¬ 
fusion  about  United  Methodism’s  stance 
on  this  boycott. 

Only  the  General  Conference  can 
speak  for  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Many  members  of  our  church  under¬ 
standably  will  wonder  why  a  United 
Methodist  general  agency  is  advocating 
a  position  that  the  General  Conference 
rejected  just  a  few  weeks  previously. 

In  light  of  that  decision,  most  United 
Methodists  would  have  little  difficulty 
understanding  a  decision  by  the  Church 
and  Society  executive  committee  not  to 
move  forward  with  a  board  action  taken 
prior  to  General  Conference. 

Z  Implying  as  one  Church  and  Soci¬ 
ety  board  member  did  that  its  action 
merely  keeps  faith  with  the  General  Con¬ 
ference’s  intent— to  honor  the  board’s 
process— will  strike  most  church  mem¬ 
bers  as  strained,  ‘‘out  of  touch"  reason¬ 
ing— which  it  is. 

Z  The  Church  and  Society  action 
raises  all-too-familiar  questions  about  the 
ability  and  willingness  of  denominational 
agencies  to  hear  and  respond  appropri¬ 
ately  to  grass-roots  church  members. 

That’s  particularly  true  in  California. 
United  Methodists  there  repeatedly  have 
counseled  against  a  general  grape  boy¬ 
cott  on  grounds  that  it  would  unfairly 
punish  small  grape  growers,  many  of 
whom  are  United  Methodists.  Also,  find¬ 
ings  by  a  California-Nevada  conference 
task  force  raise  questions  about  the  need 
for  and  effectiveness  of  such  a  boycott. 

In  light  of  these  facts,  it  is  baffling 
why  the  Church  and  Society  executive 
committee  resorted  to  a  legalistic, 


be  rescinded 

“we’re  painted-into-a-corner”  approach 
to  this  matter. 

Instead  of  being  inspired  to  challenge 
unjust  labor  practices  among  grape 
workers,  many  will  agree  with  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  pastor  who  stated:  “I  think  it  has 
sent  a  very  clear  signal  that  the  board 
can  move  almost  with  impunity.” 

The  Church  and  Society  committee 
would  have  done  far  better  to  recall  the 
scriptural  reminder  that,  while  some 
things  might  be  lawful,  they  aren’t  nec¬ 
essarily  helpful  (1  Corinthians  10:23).  It’s 
particularly  hard  to  see  how  the  commit¬ 
tee's  action  helps  to  promote  the  legiti¬ 
mate  goal  of  improving  labor  conditions 
for  California  grape  workers. 

We  urge  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society’s  executive  committee  to  re¬ 
consider  its  recent  action.  A  helpful  step 
would  be  to  rescind  its  decision  pending 
the  next  meeting  of  the  full  board  in 
three  months.  Such  a  step  would  go  a 
long  way  toward  mending  the  negative 
fallout  likely  to  ensue  from  that  decision. 

If  the  newly  elected  board  reaffirms  the 
boycott,  it  should  give  a  clear  public  ratio¬ 
nale  based  on  guidelines  for  church  in¬ 
volvement  in  economic  boycotts  adopted 
by  the  1988  General  Conference.  We  be¬ 
lieve  the  boycott  in  question  is  clearly  at 
odds  with  some  of  those  guidelines.  Ironi¬ 
cally,  those  guidelines  were  proposed  by 
the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

A  more  credible  action  than  a  call  for 
an  indiscriminate  boycott  of  all  Califor¬ 
nia-grown  grapes  would  be  a  plan  to  help 
United  Methodists  minister  to  all  people 
who  are  victimized  by  this  labor-related 
conflict.  That  includes  those  who  are  vic¬ 
tims  of  unfair  labor  practices  and  also 
those  who  are  innocent  victims  of  a  boy¬ 
cott  aimed  at  ending  such  practices. 


Here  I  Stand 

UM  boycott  of  Shell  Oil  unfairly 
punishes  faithful  church  members 


By  DON  E.  BREWER 

To  my  utter  dismay  the  1988  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  voted  to  boycott 
Royal  Dutch/Shell  Oil  Co. 

To  bring  that 
action  into  focus 
and  not  to  glori¬ 
fy  my  position 
as  a  business¬ 
man  or  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the 
United  Method*- 
ist  Church,  I 
would  like  to  Don  Brewer 
cite  some  examples  and  facts. 

I  am  a  Shell  jobber.  My  operation 
has  120  outlets  in  New  Mexico  and 
employs  approximately  230  people.  In 
addition,  our  trade  with  other  compa¬ 
nies  generates  many  other  jobs. 

If  this  boycott  that  the  General 
Conference  is  advocating  happens  to 
be  effective,  it  would  have  a  far- 
reaching  effect  on  people  associated 
with  my  business. 

Neither  I,  Shell  Oil  Co.  nor  my 
employees  condone  or  approve  of 
apartheid  in  South  Africa.  We  are' 
innocent  people  in  what  the  church 
is  trying  to  undertake. 

When  becoming  a  member  of  our 
local  United  Methodist  church,  I  af¬ 
firmed  that  I  would  support  the 
church  with  my  time,  my  tithes  and 
my  prayers— which  I  have  done.  I 
tithe  to  the  church.  I  give  my  time 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Official  United 
Methodist  participation  in  the  Shell 
boycott  is  delayed  pending  a  review 
by  the  Judicial  Council,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  court,  to  determine 
if  UM  guidelines  for  a  boycott  have 
been  followed.  That  determination 
is  expected  at  the  council’s  October 
meeting. 


to  the  church. 

I  have  served  on  many  commit¬ 
tees  in  the  church,  and  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  I  chair  the  finance 
committee. 

I  pray  for  the  church  and  the  min¬ 
ister.  I  support  the  church  paper,  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter,  and  I 
was  the  first  sponsor  of  advertising 
sold  to  make  a  local  edition  avail¬ 
able  in  our  local  church. 

Now  I  read  in  that  paper  that  I’m 
being  boycotted. 

Does  this  boycott  mean  that  when 
I  attend  my  local  church  on  Sunday 
that  I  will  be  discriminated  against, 
not  spoken  to  or  shunned? 

I  think  not,  because  I  have  as  much 
right  to  support  this  church,  be  in  at¬ 
tendance,  pray  and  worship  God  as 
the  people  who  advocate  that  I  be 
boycotted  because  of  the  business  af¬ 
filiation  I  have  with  Shell  Oil  Co. 

I  think  these  people  should  spend 
more  time  alleviating  the  misery  and 


pain  of  people  in  South  Africa  by  ac¬ 
tually  being  there  with  financial  sup¬ 
port  than  by  boycotting  innocent 
people  like  me  in  the  United  States. 

This  boycott  is  an  example  of  a 
liberal  group  of  people  rocking  the 
religious  foundation  of  why  our 
country  was  founded:  for  the  free¬ 
dom  to  worship  without  being  ha¬ 
rassed  from  outside  sources— 
federal  or  state  governments  or 
anyone  else. 

Now  from  within  my  own  church 
my  family  is  being  chastised  for  the 
way  we  make  our  living.  I  guess  in  a 
reverse  way  the  General  Conference 
is  violating  my  constitutional  rights. 

No  matter  how  insensitive  this 
boycott  is  to  me  and  my  family,  I 
feel  very  comfortable  that  when  I 
enter  church  on  Sunday  morning 
that  God  isn’t  going  to  boycott  me  as 
I  participate  in  worship  services. 

“Here  1  Stand"  is  a  forum 
through  which  Reporter  readers 
may  express  their  opinions  and  con¬ 
cerns  about  issues  facing  the 
church.  Don  E.  Brewer  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Artesia.  N.M.  (New  Mexico  Annual 
Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  " Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist 
Reporter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Silber  supporters,  critics  respond  to  editorial 


.Pontius'  Puddle 


HI,  billy,  have  yoo 

BETEU  OSlMCr  THAT 
BIBLE  I  G-AVE  YOO? 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  rather  surprised  to  read  the  June 
24  editorial,  which  was  quite  critical  of 
Boston  University  president  John  Silber. 

I  have  always  admired  the  Reporter 
for  being  quite  fair  and  reporting  both 
sides  of  an  issue. 

Your  chief  criticism  seems  to  be  Dr. 
Silber’s  failure  to  use  soft  speech.  There 
are  times  when  plain  English  needs  to  be 
used,  and  Dr.  Silber  did  that.  Why  should 
one  be  labeled  un-Christian  for  disagree¬ 
ing  with  the  ruling  body? 

Jesus  was  a  soft  and  gentle  man,  but 
there  were  times  when  he  did  not  hesi¬ 
tate  to  speak  out  at  important  people. 
The  enemies  of  today  are  to  be  found 
where  they  were  then,  among  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  church. 

It  is  rather  interesting  to  note  that  the 
two  critical  letters  published  in  the  June 
24  issue  had  one  common  solution,  that 
is,  fire  the  man.  I  suspect  Dr.  Silber  rec¬ 
ognized  this  possibility  when  he  made 
these  statements  and  thus  should  be  giv¬ 
en  all  the  more  credit  for  his  courage. 

Dr.  Silber  evidently  appreciates  some¬ 
thing  that  the  hierarchy  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  fails  to  recognize:  that 
the  majority  of  United  Methodist  lay  peo¬ 
ple  are  proably  middle-of-the-road  con¬ 
servative  individuals. 

We  are  getting  tired  of  the  media  being 
fed  the  impression  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  a  left-wing  organization. 

Robert  A.  Knight 
Greenville,  Pennsylvania 

If  you  only  knew  him 

To  the  Editor: 

Those  who  found  fault  with  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  Dr.  John  Silber  delivered 
his  critical  message  could  only  do  so  be¬ 
cause  they  have  not  had  an  opportunity 
to  know  the  man  (see  UMR,  June  24). 

In  his  days  of  undergraduate  class¬ 
room  teaching,  we  students  quickly  be- 
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came  aware  that  he  expected  us  to  strive 
for  no  less  than  perfection  and  that  he 
had  little  patience  with  the  setting  of 
lesser  goals. 

It  is  a  most  useful  educational  experi¬ 
ence  to  learn  to  measure  yourself 
against  an  absolute  standard  rather  than 
in  comparison  to  how  badly  you  or  an¬ 
other  could  have  done. 

Dr.  Silber  was  tough  on  us— on  our 
logic,  our  grammar  and  our  ethics — be¬ 
cause  he  cared  whether  or  not  we  got 
them— and  got  them  right.  Most  of  us 
found  a  year  in  his  classroom  had  per¬ 
manent  effects. 

Twenty-five  years  later,  it  still  trou¬ 
bles  my  conscience  to  make  a  statement 
in  teaching  Sunday  school  when  I  feel  un¬ 
certain  I  could  defend  it  if  Dr.  Silber 
were  in  the  class  to  probe  the  limits  of 
its  implications. 

The  lecture  reported  in  your  recent  is¬ 
sue  sounded  much  like  the  lectures  we 
received  for  unconscionable  slackness  in 
pursuit  of  perfection. 

Yes,  criticisms  were  broadly  stated 
(there  is  a  precedent  in  Revelation  2  and 
3).  Yes,  the  standards  that  we  have  failed 
to  meet  are  high  (Matthew  5:48).  Those 
who  found  the  lecture  unloving  might  re¬ 
read  Proverbs  3:12. 

But  our  church  would  benefit  much 
more  from  requesting  Dr.  Silber  and  oth¬ 
er  church  leaders  for  assistance  in  reme¬ 
dying  our  tendencies  to  inadequate 
biblical  scholarship,  slipshod  reasoning 
and  conformity,  than  from  nursing 
bruised  feelings  and  clumsily  probing 
each  other’s  eyes  for  motes  and  beams. 

If  the  students  of  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  are  taking  advantage 
of  Dr.  Silber’s  unique  ability  to  inspire 


My  memories  of  “growing  up  in  the 
way  of  the  Lord”  were  renewed  recently 
when  I  flew  to  Chicago  for  my  grandfa¬ 
ther’s  funeral. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

‘‘Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things  not 
seen”  (RS\0. 

Book  Chapter  Verse 

(Last  week’s  answer:  Proverbs  3:6) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  11 

Monday:  Psalms  132:1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  132:11-18 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  7:1-17 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  7:18-29 
Friday:  Ephesians  1:1-10 
Saturday:  Mark  6:1-6 
Sunday:  Mark  6:7-13 


both  the  skill  and  the  desire  to  accom¬ 
plish  these  aims,  both  they  and  United 
Methodism  are  most  fortunate. 

Susan  Swint 
Paris,  Texas 

Editorial  tempered  heat 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  your  good  editorial  tem¬ 
pering  the  heat  of  the  article  about  Dr. 
John  Silber,  president  of  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  (see  UMR,  June  24). 

You  show  how  the  effect  of  his  broad¬ 
side  is  destructive.  His  criticism  was  not 
given  with  an  attempt  at  understanding. 

I  agree  with  the  writer  of  the  letter  in 
the  same  issue  who  wrote  that  Dr.  Silber 
opposed  our  stand  on  U.S.  military  inter¬ 
ference  “on  purely  political  grounds 
without  making  even  one  passing  refer¬ 
ence  to  Scripture."  His  logic  is  glaring. 

We  take  our  strong  stance  opposing 
flagrant  evils  in  the  world  precisely  be¬ 
cause  we  have  been  infused  with  the 
Scriptures  and  with  the  love  of  God. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

Article  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

The  report  of  my  address  to  the  Okla¬ 
homa  Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  in  general  an  ac¬ 
curate  and  detailed  account  (see  UMR, 
June  10). 

But  I  wish  to  take  issue  on  several 
points. 

The  lead  sentence  misleadingly  says 
that  I  made  “a  stinging  indictment  of  the 
social  witness  characteristic  of  United 
Methodism.”  It  would  be  more  accurate  to 


My  paternal  grandfather,  Allen  John¬ 
son  Sr.,  died  June  11  in  Albuquerque, 
N.M.  He  was  77 
years  old.  The  funer¬ 
al  was  in  Chicago, 
where  most  of  his 
seven  children  and 
their  families  lived. 

I  wasn’t  sure  how  I 
would  react  to  the 
funeral  because  it 
was  the  day  before  Denise  Stovall 
Father’s  Day.  But  the  service  turned  out 
to  be  not  only  a  tribute  to  Allen  Johnson 
as  a  father  but  as  a  Christian  who  taught 
his  children  to  serve  the  Parent  of  us  all. 

Just  before  the  funeral  I  was  reminded 
of  our  family’s  history  of  serving  the 
church  by  people  who  said  they  knew  me 
‘‘before  I  was  bom.” 

‘‘Is  this  little  Denise  who  gave  all 
those  Easter  and  Christmas  speeches  for 
all  the  church  programs?”  said  Thomas 
Ladner,  an  honorary  pallbearer,  who  is 
probably  close  to  80  years  old. 

“Why,  you  were  about  his  age,  when 
you  first  went  up  to  the  pulpit,”  he  said 
as  he  pointed  to  my  4-year-old  son,  Leon- 


•iv,  **  m 

say  that  I  criticized  merely  some  current 
types  of  social  witness  that  are  indistin¬ 
guishable  from  secular  political  advocacy. 

The  story  headlines  a  section,  “Admits 
to  right-of-center  beliefs.”  I  made  no 
such  admission. 

I  stand  in  the  liberal  Niebuhrian  tradi¬ 
tion  of  opposing  totalitarian  regimes 
whether  communist  or  fascist.  I  share 
the  belief  eloquently  argued  by  Reinhold 
Niebuhr  and  George  Orwell  that  the  to¬ 
talitarianism  of  the  left  is  just  as  evil  as 
the  totalitarianism  of  the  right. 

Moreover,  the  reporter  suggests  that 
there  is  something  contradictory  in  my 
favoring  aid  to  the  contras  and  criticiz¬ 
ing  church  leaders  for  opposing  it. 

As  I  was  at  pains  to  make  clear,  I  op¬ 
posed  those  leaders  for  taking  such 
stands  in  their  roles  as  religious  leaders. 
I  specifically  rejected  the  idea  that  God 
is  on  the  side  of  the  contras  and  argued 
that  Methodist  leaders  should  not  talk  as 
if  He  were  on  the  side  of  the  Sandinistas. 

All  sides  in  political  controversies 
should  heed  the  example  of  King  David 
when  he  declined  to  take  the  Ark  of  the 
Covenant  into  battle  against  Absalom. 

John  Silber 

Boston,  Massachusetts 

Keep  up  good  work! 

To  the  Editor: 

Staff  Writer  Denise  Stovall’s  article  on 
the  commemorative  service  for  black 
South  Africans  during  the  recent  West 
Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mis¬ 
sion  was  excellent!  (See  UMR,  June  24.) 

Keep  up  the  good  work. 

Annette  Vanzant 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 


ard.  “It  sure  is  good  to  know  after  all 
these  years  that  Brother  Johnson’s  chil¬ 
dren  have  not  forgotten  to  work  for  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lord." 

My  brothers  and  sister  heard  similar 
stories  as  the  funeral  hour  drew  near. 
They  were  summed  up  best  during  the 
service  as  a  family  friend  read  from  Al¬ 
len  Johnson’s  printed  obituary: 

"He  accepted  Christ  as  his  personal 
Savior  and  taught  his  children  in  the  way 
of  the  Lord.  Brother  Johnson  would  say, 
‘If  someone  is  hungry,  feed  him;  it  would 
come  back  to  you  double  fold.’ 

"He  served  his  fellowman  in  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  Godlike  manner  and  donated  gener¬ 
ously  to  various  charities,  especially  the 
church." 

Turning  to  the  entire  family,  the 
speaker  said,  “So  children,  don’t  be  sad. 
Your  daddy  didn’t  leave  you  alone.  But 
what  he  did  leave  you  was  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  to  follow.  Remember,  you  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  of  faith.  You  will 
always  be  surrounded  with  love.” 

What  a  wonderful  legacy  for  a  father 
to  leave  to  his  children. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Granddad’s  funeral  stirs  memories,  gratitude 


Painful  wartime  experience 
prompts  prayers  for  peace 


Larry  Pangan 


By  LARRY  PANGAN 

Forty-five  years  ago  at  this  time,  I  and 
many  thousands  of  others  were  the 
“young  and  restless” 
soldiers  of  democra¬ 
cy  in  a  disturbed 
world. 

I  was  a  young  man 
of  21  and  newly  mar¬ 
ried  when  I  was 
called  to  the  service 
of  my  country  (the 
Philippines). 

In  Europe  and  the  Pacific  we  were 
supposed  to  be  defending  freedom  and 
democracy  against  the  elements  trying 
to  destroy  our  way  of  life. 

No  one  knew  what  to  expect  from 
these  invading  forces  as  we  confronted 
them  face  to  face.  But  we  were  taught  in 
the  military  about  the  law  of  war  per¬ 
taining  to  the  treatment  of  prisoners 
known  as  "the  Geneva  Convention.” 

This  treaty  was  signed  by  all  major 
nations.  We  expected  to  be  treated  hu¬ 
manely  according  to  this  law  when  taken 
prisoner.  Unfortunately,  in  my  experi¬ 
ence,  it  didn’t  turn  out  as  expected. 


I  was  brought  up  as  a  Christian 

I  was  brought  up  as  a  Christian  and  in 
the  teachings  of  the  church.  One  of  the 
things  I  carried  with  me  when  I  left  for 
the  battleground  known  as  the  Bataan 
Peninsula  was  my  pocket  Bible. 

It  was  given  to  me  by  our  post  Protes¬ 
tant  chaplain,  The  Rev.  Morris  E.  Day, 
who  also  officiated  at  my  wedding  in  the 
post  chapel.  It  was  a  precious  gift,  which 
he  autographed  for  me. 

There  I  was,  one  month  after  my  wed¬ 
ding.  I  had  to  leave  my  young  wife  alone. 
We  didn’t  know  if  we  would  ever  see 
each  other  again  after  the  news  that 
Pearl  Harbor  had  been  attacked  early 
Dec.  7. 

In  my  everyday  schedule  as  a  fighting 
soldier,  I  read  verses  from  my  pocket  Bi¬ 
ble  whenever  time  permitted.  The  one 
that  I  always  read  and  memorized  was 
the  Psalm  23. 

I  would  read  Psalm  23 

Since  the  enemy  had  absolute  control 
of  the  air  lanes,  we  were  constantly  un¬ 
der  enemy  attack.  As  I  lay  in  the  foxhole 
during  the  bombing  attacks,  I  would 
read,  “The  Lord  is  my  shepherd.  ...”  I 
would  keep  reading  the  Psalm  until  the 
raid  was  over. 

As  that  gloomy  day  of  April  9,  1942, 
came  to  my  life,  I  was  still  confident 
that  we  would  be  treated  properly  as 
prisoners  of  war  according  to  the  Gene¬ 
va  accord  of  1939.  But  after  our  conquer¬ 
ors  had  rounded  us  up,  they  took  away 
all  our  personal  belongings,  including 
jewelry. 

They  also  took  my  most  precious  be¬ 
longing,  my  pocket  Bible.  At  this  unlaw¬ 
ful  act,  I  became  very  depressed.  Of 
course  by  that  time,  I  didn’t  need  my  Bi¬ 
ble  to  recite  Psalm  23.  I  then  knew  it  by 
heart.  But  it  was  the  sentimental  and  sa¬ 
cred  value  that  made  the  loss  painful. 
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We  were  marched  in  groups  of  100  to 
150  every  day  in  temperatures  higher 
than  100  degrees  for  seven  days  without 
water.  At  the  end  of  each  day,  we  were 
given  one  scoop  (just  a  little  larger  than 
a  golf-ball)  of  boiled  rice. 

We  rested  and  slept  all  bunched  up,  sit¬ 
ting  down  for  the  night.  I  saw  many  in 
our  group  who  were  shot  and  bayoneted 
when  they  dropped  from  exhaustion  on 
the  march. 

We  were  loaded  into  cars 

After  arriving  in  San  Fernando,  Pam- 
panga,  we  were  loaded  into  railroad  box¬ 
cars.  As  each  car  was  filled,  the 
Japanese  soldiers,  closed  the  steel  door 
and  padlocked  it.^We  were  packed  like 
sardines  inside  the  over-heated  boxcar 
on  our  way  to  a  concentration  camp. 

My  experience  as  a  POW  is  very  hard 
to  explain.  As  a  Christian,  I  couldn’t 
comprehend  that  it  was  happening  to 
me.  I  knew  then  that  the  only  survival 
was  the  presence  of  God.  I  felt  also  some 
of  what  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ  went 
through  during  his  incarceration  as  he 
was  marched  to  the  hill  with  the  cross  on 
his  back. 

We  were  not  given  proper  nourishment 
nor  proper  medical  treatment.  After 
some  four  months  in  this  camp,  the  death 
rate  was  reaching  into  the  hundreds  dai¬ 
ly- 

Those  who  could  still  walk  were  de¬ 
tailed  to  dig  graves  in  one  section  of  the 
camp  during  the  day.  Each  grave  was 
big  enough  to  hold  25  bodies.  On  one  such 
day  while  digging,  I  counted  200  bodies 
buried  for  that  day  alone. 

What  does  someone  like  me,  who  has 
experienced  such  terrible  memories, 
hope  for  in  this  world  except  an  everlast¬ 
ing  peace  among  nations? 

I  know  it  is  a  lot  to  hope  for,  but  may¬ 
be  with  all  Christians  and  other  peace- 
loving  people  praying,  the  Dove  of  Peace 
may  descend  upon  us. 

Shalom  to  the  people  of  the  world. 
“Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on 
earth  peace  among  humanity.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Larry  Pangan  is  a  member  of  Calva¬ 
ry  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Calif.  (California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference). 


FREE! 


How 

do  we  share 

spiritual  values  with  our 
children? 


Here  are  two  attractive 
booklets  offering  suggestions 
to  help  you  answer  this  vital 
question: 


■  FIVE  GREAT  DREAMS 
I  HAVE  FOR  MY 
CHILDREN 

■  FOUR  STEPS  TO  A 
PRAYING  FAMILY 


FREE!  No  obligation. 

Write  to:  Dept.  32-  la.  The  Upper  Room. 
Box  189.  Nashville.  TN  37202-0189 
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DROUGHT! 


Chaplain  declares:  ‘If  we  do  not  change  our  way  of  living,  we  will  all  perish’ 

.  ...  ..  _ n... nviio..ctiniT  ”  tanre  including: 


National  Weather  Service  meteorologists 
say  the  nation’s  Com  Belt  will  continue  dry 
through  July,  with  temperatures  hotter  than 
normal  and  with  below-normal  rainfall. 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  prolonged  drought,  described  by  U.S.  Secre- 
,ary  of  Agriculture  Richard  E.  Lyng  as  the 
‘worst  on  record”  in  the  nation  s  midsection,  is 
threatening  farmers  and  farm  communities  in 
the  Midwest. 

“All  in  all,  the  picture  is  not  rosy,”  agrees  the 
Rev.  J.  Brien  McGarvey,  a  United  Methodist 
pastor  from  West  Liberty,  Ohio,  and  farm  chap¬ 
lain  for  the  Center  for  Town  and  Rural  Ministry 
in  Columbus. 

“And  as  hard  as  it  is  to  believe,  things  may  get 
a  lot  worse  before  they  get  better,”  said  Dr. 
McGarvey,  whose  chaplaincy  is  funded  by  a 


grant  from  the  National  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

He  has  mailed  worship  resources  dealing  with 
drought  to  ministers  of  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Ohio,  and  last  week  he  led  special 
weeknight  drought  services  in  Mechanicsburg, 
Cridersville,  Defiance  and  Dayton. 

He  told  his  audiences,  mostly  farmers,  that  his 
reading  of  the  Bible  convinces  him  that  the 
drought  is  a  judgment  of  God  .  .  "sent  to  save 
us.” 

“This  drought  is  clear  warning  that  if  we  do 
not  change  our  way  of  living,  we  will  all  perish," 
he  said. 

The  agriculture  chaplain  said  the  judgment 
was  not  only  on  agricultural  practices  but  also 
on  the  worldwide  dependence  on  fossil  fuels. 

Dr.  McGarvey  alluded  to  the  Gaia  hypothe¬ 
sis— a  theory  advanced  in  the  early  1970s  by  sci¬ 
entists  Lynn  Margulas  and  James  Lovelock.  It 


postulates  that  the  earth  as  a  “self-regulating 
system”  reacts  “just  like  your  body  system  when 
it  is  invaded  by  disease.” 

Dr.  McGarvey  said  the  earth  is  responding  to 
global  changes  brought  about,  in  part,  by  tech¬ 
nology,  pollution  and  the  resultant  demands  on 
the  earth’s  ecosystem. 

“The  drought  is,  if  nothing  else,  a  result  of 
technological  change,"  he  said.  “In  some  very 
real  ways,  we  have  created  the  crisis.  Our  great¬ 
est  successes  may  prove  to  be  our  great  failure.” 

While  Dr.  McGarvey  views  the  drought  as  an 
“opportunity  to  link  comments  of  the  earth’s  sci¬ 
entists  with  the  religious  community’s  under¬ 
standings,”  not  all  ministers  welcome  the 
opportunity,  he  said. 

“If  they  (ministers)  accept  the  long-term  na¬ 
ture  of  the  changes  that  are  coming,  they  are  go¬ 
ing  to  have  to  expose  themselves  to  the  suffering 
of  their  parishioners. 


That  kind  of  empathy  is  always  exhausting,” 
said  Dr.  McGarvey. 

Dr.  McGarvey  said,  however,  that  some  farm¬ 
ers  in  the  region  are  responding  positively  to  his 
message,  even  though  it  may  be  personally 
grim. 

"The  first  part  of  any  crisis  is  God  judging 
me,  and  that  can  be  pretty  direct,”  he  told  the 
Reporter. 

“Repentance  is  the  hardest  part  of  being  a 
Christian,”  Dr.  McGarvey  said.  “Accepting 
blame  and  responsibility  is  difficult,  humiliating 
and  humbling. 

“If  we  don’t  encourage  the  world  around  to 
change  its  ways,  then  the  destruction  will  contin¬ 
ue  and  the  world,  this  marvelous  globe,  will  be 
just  as  dead  as  the  other  planets  in  our  solar  sys¬ 
tem." 

Dr.  McGarvey  listed  several  actions  that 
could  be  taken  tn  Hornonstrate  active  repen¬ 


tance,  including: 

•Conserving  fossil  fuels,  by  driving  fewer 
miles  and  by  using  less  electricity. 

•Objecting  to  polluting  practices,  even  those 
that  are  personally  beneficial. 

•Learning  to  grow  crops  organically,  using 
minimum  tillage. 

•  "Telling  our  friends,  who  are  just  as  opinion¬ 
ated  as  we  are  that  they,  too,  must  change.” 

"The  hopeful  side  is  that  correction  might 
come  if  the  nations  of  the  world,  led  by  its  reli¬ 
gious  people,  take  the  message  seriously,"  said 
Dr.  McGarvey. 

“Christ  died  for  the  world.  Now,  it  is  time  for 
the  world  to  witness  its  faith.” 

The  30-day  forecast  offers  little  hope  that 
this  nationwide  drought  will  end  anytime 


Youths  try 
high  risk 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Not  even  a  100-degree 
Texas  summer  day  could  deter  25 
teen-agers  at  Tyler  Street  United 
Methodist  Church  from  rising  to  new 
heights  of  adventure  recently. 

The  youths,  ranging  in  age  from  12  to 
17,  rappelled— lowered  themselves  by 
ropes— down  the  side  of  the  church’s  14- 
story  retirement  manor  in  an  event  one 
youth  minister  termed  “high  adventure 
in  a  controlled  situation.” 

Bill  Singleton,  who  has  been  youth 
minister  at  Tyler  Street  Church  less 
than  a  month,  said  he  devised  the 
event  as  a  way  to  give  the  youths  a 
lesson  within  an  adventure. 

“It’s  meant  to  teach  them  to  take  a 
risk  but  to  learn  how  to  judge  the  haz¬ 
ards  in  taking  a  risk,”  said  Mr.  Single- 
ton,  who  made  the  descent  along  with 
other  adult  members  of  the  3,000-mem¬ 
ber  church’s  youth  ministry  team. 

Members  of  the  Dallas  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment’s  “High  Angle  Rescue  Team”  in¬ 
structed  the  youths  in  the 
mountaineering  technique  known  as 
“rappelling.” 

At  one  point  in  the  demonstration,  a 
firefighter  dangled  upside  down  above 
the  shorts-clad  crowd  to  show  onlook¬ 
ers  the  security  of  the  rappelling  rig. 

Donning  helmets  and  heavy  gloves, 
the  youths  then  prepared  to  make  the 
14-story  descent  themselves. 

Secured  by  a  nylon  safety  harness 
called  a  “Swiss  seat”  and  gripping  a 
rope  tested  to  hold  4,000  pounds,  they 
“walked”  gingerly,  one  by  one,  down 
the  face  of  the  apartment  building. 

Residents  of  the  retirement  manor 
seemed  intrigued  by  the  event.  Sever¬ 
al  joined  the  spectators  outside  in  the 
simmering  heat. 


m  xu  REPORTER- STAFF  PHOTOS  BY '  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

DALLAS— Bfccky  Bannick,  16,  a  member  of  Tyler  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  rappels  down  the  face  of  the  church’s  14-story  re¬ 
tirement  manor  as  the  Texas  sun  casts  a  long  shadow  below  her.  Be¬ 
fore  the  adventure,  devised  by  the  church’s  youth  ministry  team,  Lt. 
Ken  Bailey  of  the  Dallas  Fire  Department’s  “High  Angle  Rescue 
Team”  shows  the  youths  how  to  fashion  a  “Swiss  seat”  safety  harness 
using  17  feet  of  nylon  webbing  tested  to  hold  4,000  pounds. 


UM  University  Senate  rejects 
report  on  Boston  University 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

BOSTON— The  United  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate  on  June  27  dismissed  a 
fact-finding  report  by  one  of  its  own  sub¬ 
groups  on  the  administration  of  UM-re- 
lated  Boston  University. 

The  University  Senate  said  the  report 
contained  “insufficient  information  and 
inconclusive  data.” 

As  a  next  step,  the  University  Senate, 
which  is  responsible  for  approving  and 
listing  church-related  schools,  will  con¬ 
duct  what  it  called  a  “routine  visit”  at 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology 
this  fall. 

The  report  from  that  visit  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  a  special  meeting  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  Senate,  tentatively  set  for  early 
December. 

The  University  Senate’s  June  27-28 
meeting  included  several  hours  deliber¬ 
ation  in  closed  sessions,  reviewing  a  re¬ 
port  from  the  Senate-assigned 
fact-finding  team  that  visited  the  school 
in  March,  and  hearing  responses  from 
university  President  John  B.  Silber. 

Although  media  representatives  were 
barred  from  the  meeting  under  a  special 
clause  that  excludes  “confidential  third- 
party”  negotiations  fropi  the  church’s 
open-meetings  law,  informal  hallway 
discussion  was  tense. 

By  the  end  of  the  meeting,  University 
Senate  members  agreed  to  set  aside  find¬ 
ings  from  the  March  investigation  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  policies  and  procedures  at 


the  United  Methodist-related  university 
and  zero  in  on  the  theological  school. 

A  new  review  team  to  be  appointed  by 
the  University  Senate’s  Commission  on 
Theological  Education  will  examine  the 
seminary  and  report  to  the  commission 
and  the  University  Senate  this  fall. 

For  at  least  13  years  Boston  University 
and  its  school  of  theology— United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  oldest  in  the  United  States— have 
been  targets  of  criticism  by  several  fac¬ 
tions  in  the  church  for  what  have  been 
cited  as  racist,  sexist  and  heavy-handed 
administrative  policies. 

Much  of  the  furor  has  arisen  from  con¬ 
flicts  in  the  school  of  theology.  The  1987 
termination  of  Elizabeth  Bettenhausen, 
associate  professor  of  ethics,  fueled  the 
latest  storm  of  protests. 

•  Dr.  Bettenhausen’s  eight-year  contract 
with  the  school  was  not  renewed  and  she 
did  not  earn  tenure.  Dr.  Bettenhausen 
claimed  her  feminist  views  and  outspo¬ 
ken  criticism  of  the  university  and  the 
theological  school’s  administration  were 
the  reasons  for  her  treatment. 

School  officials  say  she  was  dismissed 
and  denied  tenure  because  of  inadequate 
scholarship. 

When  asked  if  the  University  Senate’s 
report  or  that  of  the  fact-finding  team 
will  be  shared  with  other  interested 
groups,  University  Senate  President  Roy 
Shilling  said,  “It  is  our  policy  to  work 
through  our  communications  to  the 
schooTsrcolleges  and  universities  we 
oversee.  Our  action  related  to  Boston 


isn’t  any  different.  We  will  be  communi¬ 
cating  only  to  the  school.” 

At  least  one  special-interest  group 
learning  of  the  University  Senate  action 
was  less  than  reassured. 

Geneva  Harton-Dalton,  one  of  three 
top  executives  of  the  church’s  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women,  expressed  in  an  interview  her 
concern  about  the  action  and  about  the 
University  Senate’s  reluctance  to  work 
with  her  agency  in  investigating  the 
school. 

She  explained  that  after  Dr.  Betten¬ 
hausen  called  for  an  investigation,  her 
commission  offered  to  work  with  the 
University  Senate  and  was  one  of  the 
groups  interviewed  by  the  University 
Senate’s  fact-finding  team  this  spring. 

She  said  the  commission’s  “serious 
concerns  about  the  seminary  at  Boston 
must  be  addressed,"  including  the  lack  of 
tenured  women  on  the  faculty  and  “un¬ 
clear”  guidelines  for  giving  tenure. 

George  W.  Bashore,  resident  bishop  of 
United  Methodism’s  Boston  Area  and 
chairperson  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
Boston  University  School  of  Theology, 
met  briefly  with  the  University  Senate 
during  the  June  27-28  meeting. 

He  declined  comment  on  the  meeting’s 
specific  subject. 

“We  will  continue  to  represent  church 
concerns,”  Bishop  Bashore  said.  “The  de¬ 
nomination  needs  to  know  a  group  is  con¬ 
tinually  working  with  the  theological 
school  in  d  ])OSitive  way.” 


Mainline  TV  net  gets 
outlet,  loses  Catholics 


From  Religious  News  Service 

A  new  cable  TV  network  that  is  to  fea¬ 
ture  programs  from  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions— including  the  United  Methodist 
Church— signed  its  first  distribution 
agreement  last  month. 

But  officials  at  Vision  Interfaith  Satel¬ 
lite  Network  also  learned  June  25  that 
the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference  had  voted 
to  align  with  the  Eternal  Word  Televi¬ 
sion  Network  instead  of  with  VISN. 

In  the  distribution  agreement  signed 
June  23,  Telecommunications  Inc.  of 
Denver,  one  of  the  nation’s  largest  oper¬ 
ators  of  cable  systems,  agrees  to  provide 
a  channel  for  the  VISN  network  on  its 
outlets  around  the  country. 

The  agreement  includes  additional 
commitments  from  Telecommunica¬ 
tions’  consortium  partners— United  Art¬ 
ists  Cable,  Daniels  Cable,  Heritage 
Communications  and  United  Cable  Tele¬ 
vision — to  carry  the  new  network. 

The  network  is  planning  to  broadcast 
18  hours  daily  beginning  Sept.  19,  said 
Wilford  V.  Bane  Jr.,  the  network’s  inter¬ 
im  manager  and  staff  member  at  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Daily  programming  is  to  begin  at  7 
p.m.  Eastern  time  and  continue  until  1 


Share  the  Faith  with  Our  Sisters  and  Brothers 
in  the 

PHILIPPINES 

November  26  -  December  10,  1988 

This  Mission  Travel  Study  Seminar  is  based  on  the  ecumenical  mission 
study  for  1989-90,  and  will  provide  opportunity  for  fellowship  and  worship 
with  our  partner  churches.  We  will  also  dialogue  with  church  leaders, 
government  officials  and  leaders  in  the  movement  for  social  change. 

The  Seminar  includes  orientation  in  San  Francisco,  visits  to  Manila, 
Negros  and  Mindanao.  On  the  return  home  we  will  spend  two  days  of 
reflecting  and  sharing  with  the  United  Methodist  community  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii.  Continuing  Education  credits  are  available. 

Leader:  Dr.  Michael  Hahm 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Asia  Office 

Cost:  $2,500  (includes  travel  from  San  Francisco,  room 

and  board,  required  resource  material).  A  deposit  of 
$100  is  required  with  completed  application. 


Registration  Deadline: 
Write  or  call: 


July  30,  1988 


Marian  Martin 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
United  Methodist  Church 
475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  1342 
New  York,  NY  10115 
(212)  870-3772 


Bishops  reveal  retirement  plans 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

Seminary  campuses  will  become  the 
new  places  of  ministry  for  the  majority 
of  the  11  United  Methodists  retiring  as 
active  bishops  effective  Aug.  31. 

Two  are  going  to  the  same  campus. 
Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt  (Oklahoma 
Area)  will  be  bishop  in  residence  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology  in  Dallas.  He  is  the 
only  bishop  retiring  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 

Joining  him  will  be  Bishop  James  S. 
Thomas  (Ohio  East  Area),  one  of  three 
retiring  from  the  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion.  He  has  been  named  distinguished 
visiting  professor  of  practical  theology 
at  Perkins. 

Bishop  James  Mase  Ault  (Pittsburgh 
Area)  will  become  professor  of  contem¬ 
porary  ministries  at  Drew  University’s 
Theological  School  in  Madison,  N.J.  He 
was  dean  of  that  school  at  the  time  of  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1972. 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota 
Area)  will  become  a  part-time  associate 
professor  of  homiletics  and  Christian 
ministry  at  United  Theological  Seminary 
in  Dayton,  Ohio,  beginning  in  January. 

Bishop  Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area) 
will  become  visiting  professor  of  evan¬ 
gelical  Christianity  at  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta. 
He  will  go  there  in  October. 


Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  (San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Area)  will  teach  at  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  Berkley  as  visiting  professor  of 
evangelism  and  witness,  starting  Sept.  1. 

Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C., 
Area)  has  been  appointed  to  chair  the 
Council  of  Bishops’  “Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions,  Faith  Disciples”  initiative.  He  is  to 
move  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  do  some 
teaching  at  Cumberland  Presbyterian- 
related  Memphis  Theological  Seminary 
during  the  1989  spring  quarter. 

Bishop  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky., 
Area)  will  move  to  Montgomery,  Ala., 
and  become  the  liaison  between  the 
Council  of  Bishops  and  the  13  United 
Methodist-related  seminaries. 

A  spokeswoman  for  Bishop  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt  (Chicago  Area)  said  he  has  no  im¬ 
mediate  plans  for  his  retirement. 

Bishop  Robert  M.  Blackburn  (Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  Area)  will  continue  to  live  in 
Richmond.  He  reportedly  has  had  offers 
from  churches  to  minister  there  but  has 
no  definite  plans. 

Bishop  R.  Kern  Eutsler  (Holston  Area) 
told  the  Reporter,  “I  have  some  plans 
that  are  still  developing,  but  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  say  at  this  time.”  He  also 
asked,  “Why  are  bishops  expected  to  do 
another  job  immediately  after  retire¬ 
ment?  What’s  wrong  with  doing  noth¬ 
ing?”  He  said  he  and  his  wife  would 
return  to  their  home  in  Richmond,  Va. 


a  m.,  Mr.  Bane  said.  Programming  will 
be  repeated  twice — 7  a.m.-l  p.m.  and  1 
p.m.-7  p.m.  In  the  repeat  period,  some 
children’s  shows  will  replace  the  original 
programs  in  the  broadcast  cycle,  he  said. 

Shows  are  to  be  value-oriented,  inspi¬ 
rational  and  informational,  network  offi¬ 
cials  have  said.  Fund  raising  won’t  be 
allowed  on  the  air. 

The  new  network  is  viewed  by  its 
backers  as  a  mainline  alternative  to  TV 
operations  by  fundamentalist  and  charis¬ 
matic  Christian  organizations  such  as 
Pat  Robertson’s  Christian  Broadcasting 
Network,  the  Trinity  Broadcasting  Net¬ 
work  in  Santa  Ana,  Calif.,  and  the  PTL 
Network  formerly  run  by  defrocked 
evangelist  Jim  Bakker. 

Seventeen  major  faith  groups,  besides 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  are  sup¬ 
porting  the  television  operation.  They  in¬ 
clude  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
United  Church  of  Christ. 

Network  leaders  had  hoped  to  gain  sup¬ 
port  from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
through  an  endorsement  from  the  bishops 
of  the  U.S.  Catholic  Conference. 

The  decision  to  work  with  Eternal 
Word  Television,  headed  by  Mother  An¬ 
gelica,  a  traditionalist  nun,  shocked  and 
angered  some  members  of  the  Catholic 
conference  communications  committee. 
It  had  overwhelmingly  recommended 
working  with  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite 
Network. 

Newly  appointed  Cardinal  Edmund  C. 
Szoka  of  Detroit,  who  heads  the  board  of 
the  Catholic  Telecommunications  Net¬ 
work  of  America,  said  he  wasn’t  in  gener¬ 
al  agreement  with  the  rest  of  the  panel. 

He  said  he  didn’t  believe  the  new  net¬ 
work’s  motivation  “is  really  to  assist  re¬ 
ligious  groups.”  He  added  that  there  is  a 
danger  “if  they  get  us  to  buy  into  this” 
that  Roman  Catholics  would  be  denied 
access  to  other  cable  systems. 

That  would  be  a  blow,  the  cardinal 
said,  to  large  archdioceses  like  Detroit, 
Boston  and  Los  Angeles,  which  now  have 
extensive  local  TV  programming.  He 
conceded,  however,  that  rural  dioceses 
might  benefit  from  an  arrangement  with 
the  VISN  network. 

“I  look  upon  VISN  as  a  distraction,” 
Cardinal  Szoka  said.  He  expressed  the 
hope  that  Roman  Catholics  in  the  United 
States  might  have  the  resources  some¬ 
day  to  establish  their  own  cable  network. 

Mr.  Bane  said  VISN  network  officials 
are  disappointed  by  the  bishops’  decision 
but  added,  “It’s  not  a  death  blow.” 

The  network  still  plans  to  carry  at 
least  three  television  programs  produced 
by  Roman  Catholic  organizations. 

However,  Mr.  Bane  said  he  didn’t  want 
to  identify  the  Roman  Catholics  working 
with  his  network  until  contracts  had 
been  signed. 


Second  NCC 
officer  quits 

From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Denouncing  what 
he  described  as  the  “unfeeling  treat¬ 
ment”  and  “increasing  injustices”  to 
which  the  staff  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  has  been  sub¬ 
jected  in  recent  months,  the  head  of 
the  council’s  Human  Rights  Office 
submitted  his  resignation  June  27,  a 
month  after  the  council’s  top  relief 
officer  resigned. 

The  Rev.  William  L.  Wipfler  had 
served  with  the  council  for  21  years 
before  resigning  as  head  of  the  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Office. 

Like  J.  Richard  Butler,  who  re¬ 
signed  as  head  of  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  May  19,  Dr.  Wipfler  was 
critical  of  the  leadership  style  of  the 
NCC  under  its  general  secretary,  the 
Rev.  Arie  Brouwer. 

In  an  interview  shortly  after  his 
resignation,  Mr.  Butler  complained 
of  “a  kind  of  top-down,  hierarchical 
style  of  leadership”  in  which  cre¬ 
ativity  and  diversity  are  hampered 
and  “initiative  is  being  squelched.” 

Dr.  Wipfler  was  even  more  out¬ 
spoken  in  his  criticism.  “I  am  dis¬ 
tressed  by  the  unfeeling  treatment 
to  which  a  number  of  my  colleagues 
have  been  subjected,”  he  said  in  his 
resignation  letter,  adding  that  he 
has  “been -aware  of  the  day-to-day 
anguish”  of  several  of  his  co-work¬ 
ers  and  has  been  “appalled  by  the 
harassment  that  has  taken  place  in 
an  attempt  to  enforce  their  confor¬ 
mity  to  imposed  decisions.” 

Dr.  Wipfler,  57,  is  an  Episcopal 
priest  who  spent  most  of  his  minis¬ 
terial  career  in  Latin  America  be¬ 
fore  joining  the  National  Council 
staff  in  1967  as  assistant  director  of 
its  Latin  America  department.  He 
worked  with  churches  in  the  Domin¬ 
ican  Republic  and  Costa  Rica  from 
1955  to  1966  and  has  headed  the 
council’s  Human  Rights  Office  since 
it  was  established  in  1977. 

When  Mr.  Butler  resigned  as  head 
of  Church  World  Service  in  May,  of¬ 
ficials  of  that  department’s  Unit 
Committee  said  they  no  longer  had 
confidence  in  Dr.  Brouwer’s  leader¬ 
ship.  The  CWS  officials  called  on  the 
National  Council’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  to  conduct  an  immediate  full 
review  and  assessment  of  Dr. 
Brouwer’s  ability  to  “continue  effec¬ 
tively  as  general  secretary.” 

In  response,  the  NCC  executive 
committee  affirmed  Dr.  Brouwer’s 
leadership  but  said  it  recognized  the 
need  to  continue  developing  “a  cred¬ 
ible,  critical  and  regular  process” 
for  reviewing  his  position  and  that 
of  all  the  executive  staff. 
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‘Baby  Boomer  UMC’:  Aldersgate  targets  young  families 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

OLATHE.  Kan.— Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  looks  like  a  children's 
day  care  center  located  next-door  to  a 
church-in-progress. 

This  is  “Baby  Boomer  UMC.” 

During  the  Sunday  school  hour,  the 
church  resounds  with  a  veritable  din 
coming  from  makeshift  “classrooms” 
tucked  into  every  imaginable  corner  of 
the  five-year-old  building— including  un¬ 
der  the  coat  racks  in  the  foyer! 

New  classrooms  coveted 

Harried  teachers  have  been  known  to 
cast  covetous  glances  out  the  windows 
toward  the  construction  skeleton  of  a 
new,  larger  structure  that  will  enable 
each  class  to  have  its  own  room. 

More  than  half  of  the  congregation  (51 
percent)  is  junior  high  school  age  or 
younger.  There  are  just  two  (count  'em!) 
members  over  65.  In  1987  there  were  20 
baptisms  and  no  funerals. 

Jeannie  Jensen,  a  church  member 
since  1984,  knows  the  stock  answer  peo¬ 
ple  give  when  they  hear  of  Aldersgate’s 
explosive  growth:  “Oh,  what  a  wonderful 
problem  to  have!" 

“I’m  a  little  tired  of  hearing  that,”  she 
said,  laughing.  “It’s  a  wonderful  problem 
to  have  if  you  don’t  have  it.” 


church 

n  aflame 


Olathe 

KANSAS 


The  Rev.  Ira  DeSpain,  pastor  at  the 
suburban  Kansas  City  church  since  June 
1984  said  Aldersgate’s  growth  is  tied  di¬ 
rectly  to  a  deliberate  decision  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  needs  of  younger  adults  and 
their  children  on  Olathe’s  eastside. 

He  pointed  out  that  in  addition  to  its 
Sunday  ministries.  Aldersgate  is  a  pre¬ 
school  day  care  center  during  the  week. 
So.  whether  it  is  a  weekday  or  a  Sunday, 
kids  are  everywhere. 

Will  it  be  enough? 

Mr.  DeSpain,  a  39-year-old  third  gen¬ 
eration  UM  clergyman,  wonders  if  even 
the  planned  addition  will  be  enough. 

“It  is  scary  to  think  we  will  conclude  a 
$1  million  building  project  and  still  have 
an  inadequate  facility,”  he  said  of  the 
congregation’s  rapid  growth. 

Since  1981,  the  church  has  quadrupled 
in  size  from  105  members  to  more  than 
430  members  and  has  gone  from  an  aver¬ 
age  worship  attendance  of  138  to  320. 

To  alleviate  the  crowding,  church 


members  agreed  to  erect  a  $600,000  ad¬ 
dition  of  15,000  square  feet.  Church 
members  have  done  some  of  the  work, 
saving  $30,000,  including  $3,000  by  sim¬ 
ply  bolting  2 X4’s  onto  roof  girders. 

It  isn’t  a  wealthy  church,  but  $38,000  has 
been  raised  of  the  $57,000  needed  to  roof 
the  addition  and  make  1,400  square  feet  of 
it  immediately  usable. 

"We  don’t  have  a  completion  date  be¬ 
cause  we  don’t  know  where  the  rest  of  the 
money  will  come  from."  Mr.  DeSpain  said. 
"We  are  paying  as  we  go.” 

Because  the  congregation  is  always 
working  in  the  midst  of  a  financial 
crunch,  members  know  they  have  to  help 
out,  he  said.  “Folks  who  come  as  ‘couch 
potatoes’  don’t  come  back.  We  help  them 
get  involved." 

While  jobs  help  new  members  immedi¬ 
ately  get  involved,  the  crowded  condi¬ 
tions  also  create  some  built-in  barriers 
for  visitors. 

That  compels  Aldersgate  to  be  a 
friendly  congregation  that  welcomes 
new  members,  Mr.  DeSpain  said.  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  since  the  atmosphere  can  be 
confusing  to  newcomers,  members  work 
hard  to  make  sure  visitors  do  not  get  lost 
in  the  confusion. 

"One  person  said  one  Sunday,  I  thought 
I  was  coming  in  the  back  door,’  ’’  Mr.  De- 
Spain  said.  "The  question  is:  Can  you  find 
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for  young  children.  He  is  just  one  of  several  teachers  who  share  a  crowded  classroom  on  Sunday  mornings. 


lir  households 
and  supporters  are 
multiplying  li  ke  the 
loaves  and  fishes. 


In  the  first  twenty-seven  days  of  May 
alone,  ACTS  grew  by  12,253.33  confirmed 
households  per  day.  That’s  333,840  new 
subscribers.  For  a  total  of  893,268  potential 
viewers. 

Impressive?  Yes.  A  miracle?  Of  course 
not.  k  simply  tells  us  that  it  was  a  wise 
decision  to  move  to  Galaxy  III,  Trans¬ 
ponder  7.  We  felt  strongly  that  there  was  a 
large  audience  out  there,  waiting  for  an  eas¬ 
ily  accessible  multi-denominational  24-hour 
network.  One  that  combines  entertainment 
for  the  mind.  And  nutrition  for  the  soul. 

But  those  that  have  joined  our  fold 
include  more  than  viewers. 

Many  of  our  staunchest  supporters  are 
leaders  of  mainline  American  religious 
denominations. 

For  iastance.  Dr.  Bill  Hinson,  (pastor  of 
the  largest  Methodist  church  in  the  U.S.)  is 
of  the  opinion  that,  “The  ACTS  Network  is 
one  of  the  most  exciting  things  happening 
.  . .  ACTS  makes  it  possible  for  mainline 
denominations  to  reach  thousands  of  people 
across  A  merica . . .  The  programming  on 
ACTS  is  family  oriented  " 


Monsignor  Thomas  Hartman  (Director 
of  TeLIcare,  the  largest  Roman  Catholic 
Diocese  TV  center  in  the  U.S.)  wrote  this, 
“Through  our  affiliation  with  ACTS,  many 
on  Long  Island  have  been  fed  spiritually. 
And  our  TV  station,  which  is  ecumenical 
has  become  a  home  for  all  faiths.  ” 

Reverend  Louis  C.  Schueddig  (President 
and  Executive  Director  of  the  Episcopal 
Radio-TV  Foundation)  says,  “Thank you, 
ACTS,  for  bringing  Christian  communica¬ 
tions  into  a  new  era  . .  .  What  you  have 
done  for  us  all  is  immeasurable.  " 

Rabbi  Marc  H.  Tanenbaum  (Director  of 
International  Relations.  American  Jewish 
Committee)  feels  that,  "American  democ¬ 
racy  rests  on  religious  pluralism,  and  A  CTS 
represents  a  fundamental  contribution  not 
only  to  the  moral  health  of  our  nation,  but 
to  its  religious  pluralism  as  well . . .  ACTS 
deserves  the .. .  active  support  of  every 
American  citizen  of  whatever  religious, 
racial  or  ethnic  background  ” 

We  invite  you  to  join  us,  too.  With  full 
confidence  that  we  have  built  our  founda¬ 
tion  upon  rock.  Not  sand. 


SATELLITE  NETWORK,  INC. 

The  cable  network  that  Americans  can  put  their  faith  in. 


Wentrn  Regional  Manage* 
Rod  Moerer 
Mt  Shaau  California 
<916)926-4320 


Southwest  Regional  Manager 
Jim  Robimon 
Fi  Worth,  Teaai 
(•17)  737-3241 


Corporate  Toll-Free:  1-800-292-ACTS 


Northeast  Regional  Manager 
Don  Smith 

Norwalk.  Connecticut 
<2031  846-4777 


Southeast  Regional  Manager 
W  Mark  Snowden 
Atlanta.  Georgia 
(4041477-1204 


inner  peace  in  the  midst  of  turmoil? 

"It  takes  practice  to  block  things  out." 

At  Aldersgate,  there  is  a  spirit  of  in¬ 
formality.  Many  worshipers  come  to  the 
8:30  service  leading  a  child  with  one 
hand  and  carrying  a  styrofoam  coffee 
cup  in  the  other. 

Nancy  O’Halloran,  president  of  Alders- 
gate's  United  Methodist  Women,  takes  the 
tumult  in  stride,  saying,  "Personally,  I 
think  when  we  do  get  our  building  finished, 
I  am  going  to  miss  all  this  noise." 

Susan  McFarland,  who  has  taken  on 
the  task  of  keeping  up  the  morale  of  the 
church’s  Sunday  school  teachers,  offered 
some  good  advice,  Ms.  Jensen  said. 

"Instead  of  putting  things  off  until  the 
new  building  is  done,  she  said  ‘I’m  going 
to  forget  we  have  ever  heard  of  a  new 
building.  I’m  going  to  make  do.’  ”  Ms. 
Jensen  recalled. 

Ms.  McFarland  said  the  necessity  “to 
make  do"  is  a  key  to  the  church’s  con¬ 
tinuing  growth,  adding  that  it  fosters  a 
self-reliance  that  generates  excitement. 

Mr.  DeSpain  said  many  in  the  congrega¬ 
tion  have  never  seen  a  church  any  other 
way.  About  25  percent  of  the  adult  mem¬ 
bers  at  Aldersgate  were  baptized  there,  he 
said,  meaning  that  a  lot  of  people  are  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  a  “first-church  experience.” 

Only  about  a  third  have  transferred 
from  other  United  Methodist  churches, 
he  said,  adding,  "Too,  there  are  some 
people  here  whose  parents  never  thought 
they'd  be  in  church." 

Ms.  Jensen  admits  to  being  one  of  those. 
Although  reared  a  Southern  Baptist,  she 
said  it  wasn’t  until  she  was  pregnant  with 
the  couple’s  first  child  that  she  and  her 
husband.  Rich,  realized  how  important  a 
supportive  church  community  was. 

Fellow  member  Joyce  Nottingham 
said  the  congregation  is  supportive,  help¬ 
ing  each  other  when  the  need  arises. 

"It  is  wonderful  and  it  goes  on  for  as 
long  as  it  is  needed— a  long  time,  if  nec¬ 
essary,”  she  said. 

Among  the  frequently  retold  stories  is 
that  of  Ms.  McFarland,  who  spent  three 
months  in  bed  during  a  difficult  pregnan¬ 
cy.  While  members  helped  her  and  her 
family,  she  returned  the  favor  by  using 
the  telephone  at  her  bedside  to  recruit 
teachers  for  the  Sunday  school  program. 

‘Mortgaged  to  the  hilt’ 

The  typical  Aldersgate  family  is  a  cou¬ 
ple  in  their  mid-30s,  with  two  children 
and  incomes  upwards  from  $25,000,  but 
“mortgaged  to  the  hilt,”  Mr.  DeSpain 
said. 

He  said  Aldersgate  attracts  families 
who  have  all  that  the  typical  family— like 
television’s  Ward  and  June  Cleaver  of 
“Leave  It  to  Beaver”— has  ever  dreamed 
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OLATHE,  Kan.— The  Rev.  Ira  DeSpain,  pastor  at  Aldersgate  United 
Methodist  Church  in  suburban  Kansas  City  since  June  1984,  said  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  growth  is  tied  directly  to  a  deliberate  decision  to  minister  to  the 
needs  of  younger  adults  and  their  children. 


of  and  now  are  beginning  to  see  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  fulfilling  spiritual  needs. 

Thirty  women  in  the  congregation  are 
involved  in  regular  Bible  studies,  and  on 
a  recent  weekend,  27  were  at  a  UM  wom¬ 
en’s  retreat,  he  said. 

Although  it  is  difficult  for  young  par¬ 
ents  to  be  away  from  home,  members 
helped  staff  youth  camps  in  the  Red  Bird 
Missionary  conference  in  Kentucky  for 
10  days  last  summer. 

Some  members  volunteer  to  care  for 
others’  children  so  those  can  serve  in 
various  forms  of  ministry,  like  helping  a 
Kansas  City  church  with  day  camps. 

Nell  Chambers,  a  member  for  four 
years,  said  she  thinks  that  explains  why 
the  church  is  growing  so  fast— “people 
here  really  care  for  each  other.” 

Young  Aldersgate  already  has  a  tradi¬ 


tion  of  its  own,  one  emphasizing  that  caring 
attitude.  Barbara  Doyle  and  her  husband 
were  one  of  four  couples  at  the  very  first 
meeting,  when  they  first  reached  out  to 
hold  hands  and  sing,  “And  they’ll  know  we 
are  Christians  by  our  love.” 

Thrilled  that  the  tradition  survives, 
she  said  the  remarkable  growth  at  Al¬ 
dersgate  bears  witness  to  its  truth. 

"The  Church  Aflame ”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations,  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Nominations  of  congrega¬ 
tions  that  deserve  to  be  featured  should 
be  sent  to  "The  Church  Aflame,"  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266. 


Burma  Methodist  Church  spreads  gospel 
without  assistance  of  foreign  missionaries 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Can  Methodists  in  a  small  Asian  coun¬ 
try  continue  to  fulfill  the  church’s  mis¬ 
sion  without  assistance  of  foreign 
missionaries? 

“Oh  yes!”  says  U  Tun  Myat,  lay  leader 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  the  Union  of 
Burma. 


U  Tun  Myat 
.  we  are  not  losing  faith’ 


Mr.  Myat  and  the  Rev.  U  Saw  Shwe, 
superintendent  for  the  Burmese  church’s 
Chinese  District,  are  eager  to  tell  the  sto¬ 
ry  of  Burmese  Methodists. 

“When  Methodist  missionaries  first 
came  to  Burma,  the  government  ap¬ 
proved  because  missionaries  ran  the 
schools,”  he  said.  "But  when  the  schools 
were  nationalized  in  1964,  the  govern¬ 
ment  asked  the  missionaries  to  vacate 
the  country. 

“Now  the  only  United  Methodists  al¬ 
lowed  into  the  country  to  assist  the 
church  are  certain  representatives  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  staff 
and  members  of  the  Council  of  Bishops.” 

The  lack  of  missionaries  doesn’t  dis¬ 
courage  the  Burmese,  he  said. 

“The  church  celebrated  its  centennial 
in  1979,  so  we  are  not  losing  faith,”  Mr. 
Myat  said.  “We  have  opened  small  con¬ 
gregations  and  Gospel  centers,  some 
without  building  a  church  first." 

The  Methodist  Church  in  Burma  has 
3,000  members,  24  churches,  16  ministerial 
members  and  40  lay  preachers,  he  said. 

The  church’s  strongest  ministries  are 
fellowships  for  youth,  young  adults, 
women  and  men,  Mr.  Myat  said. 

“We  are  finding  new  areas  to  start 
new  churches,"  he  said.  “In  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Burma,  there  are  four  dis¬ 
tricts:  the  Chinese  District,  English 
District,  Burmese  District  and  Indian 
(Tamil  language)  District. 
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Retired  New  York  bishop 
Ralph  Ward  dies  at  79 

CONVENT  STATION,  N.J.  (UMNS)— 
Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  W.  Ralph 
Ward,  79,  died  June  28  at  his  home  in  Con¬ 
vent  Station  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1960,  he  led 
the  Syracuse  Area  12  years  and  the  New 
York  Area  eight  before  retiring  in  1980. 

Since  his  retirement  he  has  had  a  ma¬ 
jor  role  in  raising  funds  for  the  United 
Methodist  General  Commission  on  Ar¬ 
chives  and  History  building  on  the  Drew 
University  campus  in  Madison,  N.J. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Arlene  Bur¬ 
dick  Ward,  and  three  sons.  The  family 
asks  that  memorial  gifts  be  directed  to 
the  commission  and  archives  center. 

North  Georgia  conference  lists 
two  endorsed  candidates 

The  North  Georgia  Annual  Conference 
has  endorsed  two  candidates  for  the  epis¬ 
copacy  rather  than  one,  according  to  the 
Rev.  Sam  Story,  conference  secretary. 

Endorsed  by  the  conference  for  elec¬ 
tion  in  the  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  are 
the  Rev.  Herchel  H.  Sheets,  director  of 
the  North  Georgia  conference  counci  on 
ministries,  and  the  Rev.  Cornelius  Hen¬ 


derson,  superintendent  of  the  Atlanta- 
Emory  District. 

Earlier  reports  given  to  UMR  listed 
only  Mr.  Sheets.  This  brings  to  16  the 
number  of  officially  endorsed  candidates 
for  an  expected  seven  elections  in  the  ju¬ 
risdiction. 

Arkansas  pastor  reveals  he  has 
AIDS,  blames  blood  transfusion 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (UMNS)— The 
Rev.  Norwood  Jones,  68,  associate  pastor 
of  the  3,400-member  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church,  has  told  the  congrega¬ 
tion  that  he  is  carrying  the  AIDS  virus. 

Mr.  Jones,  who  entered  the  ministry  af¬ 
ter  retiring  in  1974  as  a  clothing  manufac¬ 
turer,  said  he  learned  in  February  that 
blood  he  received  in  a  heart  operation  in 
July  1986  was  from  a  donor  who  carried 
the  human  immunological  virus  (HIV). 

Officials  of  St.  James  Church  have 
asked  Mr.  Jones  to  continue  his  ministry. 
The  pastor  said  he  feels  well  and  has  ex¬ 
perienced  no  symptoms. 

Renee  Corbett,  coordinator  of  the 
state  health  department’s  AIDS  preven¬ 
tion  program,  said  there  are  137  report¬ 
ed  cases  of  AIDS  in  Arkansas,  seven  of 
which  are  reported  to  be  related  to  blood 
transfusions. 


“Each  district  has  special  programs 
for  evangelism  in  the  language  of  the 
people  the  district  serves.” 

Each  district  does  what  it  can  to  de¬ 
velop  new  churches,  Mr.  Myat  said.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Burmese  District  needs  the 
most  support,  since  the  members  of  that 
district  are  very  poor. 

Mr.  Myat  and  Mr.  Shwe  were  fraternal 
delegates  to  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  in  St.  Louis.  Their 
enthusiasm  for  the  church  was  demon¬ 
strated  by  their  becoming  immediately 
involved  in  the  conference  despite  a 
week’s  delay  by  their  government  before 
securing  their  visas  and  then  flying  22 
hours  on  four  flights  from  Rangoon,  Bur¬ 
ma,  to  St.  Louis. 

Gifts  to  The  Advance  for  Christ  and 
His  Church  to  support  the  Methodist 
Church  in  Burma  may  be  sent  via  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  treasurer  and  designat¬ 
ed  for  Advance  No.  008968-3  R-A 
(evangelism  campaign  and  consulta¬ 
tions)  and  No.  008970-6  E-H  (Burmese 
District  fish  breeding  project). 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  OF  OUTDOOR  MIN¬ 
ISTRIES  of  the  South  Indiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  with  responsibilities  in 
program  leadership,  promotion,  personal  man¬ 
agement.  maintenance  of  properties  and  fi¬ 
nance.  Contact:  W.T.  Murphy,  Franklin  United 
Methodist  Home.  1070  West  Jefferson.  Franklin. 
IN  46131  by  August  15. 


CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  WORKER  WANTED 
full-time  for  900-member  church.  Send  resume 
to  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Second  and 
Lincoln.  Chanute.  KS  66720.  For  more  informa- 
tion  call  (316)  431-4240. 


YOUTH  CHOIR  DIRECTOR  (PART-TIME)  pos¬ 
sibly  Youth  Director  as  well  for  a  1100-  member 
church  in  Houston.  TX  (713)  820-2670,  165  West 
Road.  Houston.  Texas  77037. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION  and 
youth  for  1.000-member  church.  Evangelical 
Wesleyan.  Send  resume  to  Resume.  P.O.  Box 
1317.  Bradenton.  FL  34206. 
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August  4-  7 


Congress  88  Reaches  Out  to  the  Unchurched 


Fifteen  thousand  leaders  in  evange¬ 
lism  are  expected  to  gather  in  Chicago 
this  summer  to  learn  how  to  reach  the  90 
million  Americans  who  have  no  church 
affiliation,  say  the  planners  of  CON¬ 
GRESS  88,  A  National  Festival  of  Evan¬ 
gelism. 

Taking  place  August  4-7,  in  the  spa¬ 
cious  facilities  of  the  Rosemont  Horizon 
and  surrounding  hotels  near  Chicago’s 
O’Hare  Airport,  CONGRESS  88  is  aimed 
at  enabling  the  local  church  to  reach  out 
to  those  in  its  community  with  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  receive  Christ,  to  become  a  part 
of  the  church  community  and  to  live  as 
Christian  disciples  in  the  world. 

Church  pastors,  leaders  and  laity  are 
invited  to  attend  and  participate  in  the 
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200  workshops,  parable  church  presenta¬ 
tions,  forums  and  major  plenary  sessions 
during  the  four-day  gathering. 

Major  speakers  include  Charles  Colson 
of  Prison  Fellowship,  international  evan¬ 
gelist  Leighton  Ford,  General  Eva  Bur¬ 
rows  of  The  Salvation  Army,  Joseph 
Cardinal  Bernardin  of  Chicago  Archdio¬ 
cese,  United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie 
White  and  Progressive  Baptist  minister 
Harold  Carter.  Alvin  Illig  of  the  Paulist 
National  Catholic  Evangelization  Associ¬ 
ation,  Robert  Hamblin  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  Eddie  Fox  of  the 
United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship 
are  also  on  the  plenary  program.  George 
Gallup  Jr.,  whose  10-year-old  survey  in¬ 
dicated  that  41  percent  of  Americans  are 
functionally  uninvolved  in  any  church 
community  will  update  that  survey  at  a 
plenary  session  followed  by  a  workshop. 

Among  the  workshop  leaders  are  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  Assemblies  of  God, 
Brethren  in  Christ,  Church  of  God, 
American  Baptist,  Christian  Churches, 
Churches  of  Christ,  General  Baptist, 
Evangelical  Covenant,  Lutheran  Church, 
Mennonite  Church,  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  Presbyterian  (USA),  Presby¬ 


terian  in  America,  Southern  Baptist, 
Catholic,  United  Methodist  and  The  Sal¬ 
vation  Army. 

Some  of  the  church-related  groups  of¬ 
fering  workshops  are  American  Bible  So¬ 
ciety,  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association,  Churches  Alive!,  National 
Church  Growth  Research  Center  and 
World  Home  Bible  League. 

“It  strikes  me  that  this  is  the  first  time 
that  churches  of  such  divergent  views 
have  been  able  to  cooperate  in  evange¬ 
lism,”  CONGRESS  88  President  Grady 
Allison  said.  “The  participating  church 
groups  have  put  aside  their  differences 
to  focus  on  their  common  faith  in  Jesus 
Christ  in  order  to  provide  inspiration,  in¬ 
struction  and  motivation  for  the  375,000 
local  churches  to  bring  Christ’s  message 
of  hope,  forgiveness  and  salvation  to  the 
unchurched.” 

ALL  CONGRESS  88  programming  re¬ 
lates  to  its  four  goals  which  are  to  cele¬ 
brate  Jesus  Christ,  challenge  churches  to 
meet  the  human  needs  of  society,  to 
unite  to  reach  the  90  million  unchurched 
and  to  reach  out  now  to  gather  the  har¬ 
vest.  Workshop  topics  cover  church 
growth,  tools  for  evangelism,  equipping 


church  members  for  evangelism,  reach¬ 
ing  youth,  evangelizing  in  urban  areas, 
the  needs  of  the  small  church,  church 
planting,  witnessing,  cross-cultural  evan¬ 
gelism,  the  personal  prayer  life  and 
commitment  counseling. 

\  Participating  church  groups  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  hold  kindred  sessions  prior 
Sjto  the  opening  session  on  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning.  These  sessions  will  allow  a  time  of 
planning  and  fellowship  for  church 
groups  to  maximize  their  participation 
in  the  Congress.  Likewise,  time  is  allot¬ 
ted  on  Sunday  morning  for  denomina¬ 
tional  worship  services. 

Another  CONGRESS  88  highlight  will 
be  the  joyous  music  which  is  being  ar¬ 
ranged  by  well-known  Chicago  area  mu¬ 
sic  director  Otis  Skillings.  Attendees  will 
be  treated  to  renditions  by  mass  choirs, 
special  musical  selections,  hymn  singing 
of  new  and  traditional  favorites  and  a 
performance  by  The  Salvation  Army 
Band. 

Registration  and  housing  information 
is  available  from  the  CONGRESS  88  Of¬ 
fice,  P.O.  Box  17093,  Washington,  D.C. 
20041,  (703)  471-1988.  Registration  dis¬ 
counts  are  offered  to  groups  of  ten  or 
more. 


Around  the  Conference 


SPECIAL  HONOR  —  Rev.  John  Casey  was  recently  elected  “Honorary  Pastor” 
of  Pine  Ridge  United  Methodist  church.  He  was  presented  with  a  plaque  bearing  the 
message.  He  is  pictured  above  with  his  wife  Edna,  second  from  the  left,  and  his  chil¬ 
dren  and  grandchildren. 


WORSHIP  LEADERS  —  Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Uni¬ 
versity  Wesley  Foundation  Deputation  team,  who  led  the  morning  worship  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Minden.  They  are,  from  left  to  right,  Dena  Myers,  Stan 
Davis,  Nancy  Nichols,  Gary  Strebeck  and  Nancy  Woods. 


On  3 he  Way . . . 


“The  disciples  were  first  called  Christians  at  Antioch.' 


Acts  11:26 

Did  you  know  that  it  took  nearly  twenty  years  for  the  followers  of  Jesus  to 
find  a  name?  And  then  it  was  forced  upon  them! 

For  eighteen  years  they  were  known  by  various  titles.  They  were  called 
“people  of  the  way”  —  the  “believers”  —  the  “called  ones.”  They  even  called 
themselves  “saints,”  but  that  didn’t  mean  they  thought  they  were  perfect  or 
holy.  It  meant  that  they  were  dedicated,  claimed  by  God. 

The  fact  that  the  people  in  Antioch  eventually  called  them  “Christians” 
meant  that  they  realized  that  this  was  something  new.  It  was  no  longer  possible 
to  think  of  these  people  as  just  another  group  within  Judaism  like  the  Essenes 
or  the  Pharisees  or  the  Sadducees. 

They  didn’t  call  the  new  group  “Jesusanity,”  they  called  it  “Christianity,” 
and  there  is  a  world  of  difference!  It  was  not  just  a  personality  cult  centered 
upon  a  man  named  Jesus. 

The  object  of  its  worship  was  not  Jesus  but  God  —  the  God  who,  in  and 
through  the  personality  of  Jesus  had  been  revealed  in  a  new  and  startlingly 
personal  way.  Jesus  was  the  Christ,  the  one  who  ushers  in  the  New  Age,  who 
opens  up  a  new  relationship  to  God,  who  brings  God  and  us  into  a  new  alliance. 

What  in  the  world  happened  in  Antioch  to  evoke  this  new  word?  In  the 
account  in  Acts,  there  is  this  marvelous  hint:  “When  Barnabas  came  to  Antioch, 
he  saw  the  grace  of  God.” 

And  do  you  know  where  they  saw  the  “grace  of  God”  in  action?  Look  at  two 
short  glimpses. 

First,  look  at  the  names:  “Now  in  the  church  at  Antioch  there  were  prophets 
and  teachers,  Simeon  who  was  called  Niger,  Lucius  of  Cyrene,  Manaen  a 
member  of  the  court  of  Herod  the  tetrarch  ...”  Only  supernatural  grace  could 
have  welded  that  group  into  a  community,  but  there  it  was.  People  were 
astonished  by  their  generous  fellowship,  the  gracious  kindness  they  showed  in 
living  together  “in  Christ.” 

Second,  there  was  a  famine  in  Jerusalem  and  when  those  in  Antioch  heard 
about  it,  they  took  up  a  collection!  Talk  about  grace  in  action! 

Albert  Schweitzer  said  that  there  were  many  things  about  Christ  that  he 
could  not  understand,  but  that  no  name  expresses  what  he  is  for  us.  However, 
he  concluded,  “to  those  who  obey,  whether  they  be  wise  or  simple,  he  will 
reveal  himself  in  the  toil,  the  conflicts,  the  sufferings  which  they  shall  pass 
through  in  his  fellowship,  and,  as  an  ineffable  mystery,  they  shall  learn  in  their 
own  experience,  who  he  is!” 


SOARING  EVENT  —  Members  at  First  UMC  in  Baker  participated  in  a  “Fly-a- 
Kite”  Sunday.  There  were  approximately  75  persons  who  attended  the  event  and 
prizes  were  given  in  three  categories.  Mike  Spears,  left,  won  the  award  for  the  high¬ 
est  kite,  Jackie  Dragland,  center,  won  the  award  for  the  ugliest  kite  and  Theresa 
Manuel,  right,  won  the  award  for  the  brightest  kite.  Rev.  Leon  Boggs  is  the  pastor  at 
Baker. 


-  Clergy  Golf  Tournament  Scheduled 
for  August  8-9  in  Baton  Rouge 


The  First  Annual  Louisiana  Clergy 
Championship  Golf  Tournament  will 
swing  into  action  on  Monday  and  Tues¬ 
day  August  8-9  at  the  challenging  Briar- 
wood  Country  Club  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  tournament  is  open  to  all  Louisi¬ 
ana  ministers.  The  first  and  second 
rounds  will  be  played  on  the  8th  at  8:30 
a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.  Golfers  will  be  flight¬ 
ed  by  the  Monday  scores  and  will  play 
the  third  round  at  8  a.m.  Tuesday.  Senior 
golfers  may  choose  to  play  only  18  holes 
on  Monday. 


Trophies  will  be  awarded  to  the  first 
three  places  in  each  flight  and  a  lun¬ 
cheon  will  follow  the  third  round  of  play. 

Registration,  including  green  fees,  golf 
carts,  trophies  and  the  luncheon  will  cost 
$60.  Please  make  checks  payable  to  the 
Louisiana  Clergy  Golf  Association 
(LCGA)  and  mail  them  to  Doug 
Cheatham,  P.O.  Box  8062,  Pineville,  LA., 
71360. 

For  additional  information,  contact 
Tommy  Marty,  club  pro  at  Briarwood 
Country  Club  at  (504)  293-1989. 


Shreveport  Sunday  School  Lab 
Set  for  August  5-7  at  Broadmoor 


HAPPY  HUNTERS  —  The  Gonzales  UMC  Sunday  School  classes,  ages  1  through 
18,  are  shown  above  enjoying  their  Easter  egg  hunt,  after  completing  their  project 
of  collecting  the  Mission  boxes  with  donations  from  all  of  the  Sunday  School  depart¬ 
ments.  Ivy  Prewitt  is  the  Sunday  School  Coordinator  who  headed  this  project. 
Teachers  participating  were  Daphne  Yarbn,  Debbie  Burgette,  Darla  Terlecki, 
Shirley  Jacocks,  Brenda  Walker  and  Connie  Frances. 


The  Shreveport  district  and  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Discipleship  are  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Sunday  School  Lab  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
August  5-7. 

Sessions  will  be  held  for  Nursery,  Kin¬ 
dergarten,  Elementary  A,  Elementary 
B,  Youth,  Young  Adults  and  Adults.  The 
New  Invitation  curriculum  will  be  used 
and  the  workshops  are  open  to  anyone 


who  is  interested. 

Doris  Marsalis  and  Rev.  Don  Cottrill 
are  the  directors  and  registrars  for  the 
event. 

To  register,  please  send  $15  to  Doris 
Marsalis  at  Noel  United  Methodist 
Church,  520  Herndon,  Shreveport,  LA., 
71101.  It  is  requested  that  registration  be 
sent  in  as  soon  as  possible. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Forest  Hill  UMC  Organizes  Unique  Thursday  School 


The  Ruth  Carter  Auxiliary  to  Peoples 
Community  Center  held  their  Annual 
Spring  Tea  on  May  15,  at  the  Community 
Center.  The  president  is  Helen  B.  John¬ 
son  and  Olga  Bagner  was  the  Chairper¬ 
son  for  the  event.  Vivian  Dominique  was 
the  Publicity  Chairperson.  Entertain¬ 
ment,  refreshments  and  fellowship  made 
the  evening  a  success. 


.  Approximately  400  men  and  women 
attended  the  1988  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Missions.  The  annual 
school  was  held  at  Oklahoma  City  Uni¬ 
versity  June  13-17th.  Officers  of  United 
Methodist  Women  for  the  17  conferences 
tn  Arkansas,  Kansas,  Louisiana,  Missou¬ 
ri,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma 
and  Texas  studied,  worshipped  and  re¬ 
ceived  updates  on  leadership  responsibil¬ 
ities  and  current  issues.  The  study  topics 
for  the  1988  school  were  the  same  as 
those  for  the  conference  school,  “Ruth 
and  Esther,”  “Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our 
Midst,”  and  “South  Africa.”  Officers  and 
teachers  attending  from  the  Louisiana 
Conference  were  Janelle  McCammon, 
Judy  Rountree,  Pat  Cobb,  Betty  Ferring- 
ton,  Ester  Hammond,  Fay  Barrhartung, 
Margaret  Bryan,  Sally  Turner,  Ella  Mae 
Custer,  Helen  Owen,  Evelyn  Evans, 


Georgie  Dunbar,  Seola  Callahan  and 
Lueburda  Myers. 

UMW  Sunday  at  Trinity  UMC,  Alexan¬ 
dria  was  commemorated  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  UMW  conducting  morning 
worship  services.  Judy  Holt,  President, 
Margie  Morrish,  Vice  President  and 
Phyllis  Sayes,  Membership  Chairman 
were  in  charge  of  the  services.  Alice 
Mucher,  June  Sprinkle,  Mae  Pitts,  Flo 
Parker  and  Jane  Jeffress  were  the  ush¬ 
ers.  Barbara  Drago  sang  a  medley  of 
hymns  and  there  were  numerous  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  UMW  among  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  choir.  Mission  recognition  pins 
were  given  to  Phyllis  Sayes  and  Yvonne 
Tumminello.  A  certificate  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  was  presented  to  Gus  and  Margie 
Dezendorf  for  their  long  devotion  and 
service  to  the  church.  Mary  Dance,  Bet- 
tye  Coleman,  Jean  Minton,  Vera  Grimes 
and  Gladys  White  were  the  mission  coor¬ 
dinators  for  the  program. 

Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  held  their  23rd  annual 
Festiv-all  Program  on  May  29  at  the  la¬ 
borers’  Union  Hall.  The  theme  for  the 
event  was  "A  Spring  Bouquet  in  Music.” 
Each  organization  in  the  church  repre¬ 
sented  a  different  kind  of  flower.  This 


project  is  a  part  of  the  Building  Fund 
Drive.  Geneva  Johnson  was  the  chairper¬ 
son  and  Lodilla  Martin,  Charles  Johnson 
and  Terri  Collins  were  the  co-chairper¬ 
sons.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is  the  pastor. 

The  Bethel-Magnolia  Charge  in 
Greenwell  Springs  has  come  up  with  a 
unique  incentive  plan.  Each  month,  an 
individual  within  the  congregation  who 
has  come  forth  with  some  help  voluntari¬ 
ly  will  be  the  recipient  of  the  “St.  Never 
Mind  Award.”  The  congregation  makes 
the  selection  of  the  person  to  receive  the 
award.  The  first  recipient  was  Babe 
Teed,  and  she  wore  the  pin  that  was 
made  and  will  be  passed  on  from  recipi¬ 
ent  to  recipient  each  month.  The  pastor, 
Bob  Peterson,  created  this  special  award. 

The  Carrollton  United  Methodist 
Church  of  New  Orleans  celebrated  “Eu- 
gie  Passera  Day"  on  Sunday,  July  10. 
Mrs.  Passera  was  honored  with  a  special 
worship  service,  for  her  dedication  and 
service  as  the  church  organist  for  the 
past  60  years.  Following  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  a  potluck  dinner  was  held,  when 
friends  could  share  memories  and  sto¬ 
ries.  Rev.  Leland  Wade  is  the  pastor  at 
Carrollton  UMC. 


Forest  Hill  UMC,  of  the  Glenmora 
Charge  in  the  Alexandria  District,  has  a 
most  unique  Christian  Education  pro¬ 
gram.  Thursday  School,  with  classes  for 
children  and  adults,  meets  each  Thurs¬ 
day  evening.  It  was  born  of  a  need  to  or¬ 
ganize  classes  for  a  church  sandwiched 
between  two  other  churches  of  the 
charge.  Since  its  inception  three  years 
ago,  attendance  has  averaged  some  80 
percent  of  the  enrollment.  The  Rev. 
Gary  L.  Elliott  was  the  pastor  at  the 
time  the  classes  began. 

It  was  Thursday  School’s  great  honor 
to  win  the  Bentley  Sloane  Award  for  Ex¬ 
cellence  in  Christian  Education  in  the 
Small  Church  category  for  1987.  It  has 
once  again  been  chosen  to  represent  the 
category  from  the  Alexandria  District  at 
Annual  Conference  for  1988. 

These  honors  have  encouraged  the 
Thursday  School  to  work  even  harder  as 
they  learn  how  the  lessons  of  the  Bible 
are  the  lessons  for  today. 

The  1987  Bible  Study  resulted  in  the 
completion  of  the  Seasons  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Calendar  Project,  featuring  the  de¬ 
sign  and  construction  of  a  wreath 
representing  each  season.  The  appropri¬ 
ate  wreath  hangs  in  the  Forest  Hill  sanc¬ 
tuary  during  its  season.  A  different 
wreath  was  presented  each  Sunday  of 
Lent,  with  the  Easter  wreath  being  hung 


Easter  Sunday.  The  materials  used  in  the 
different  wreaths  reflect  the  meaning  of 
the  season  it  represents.  The  Christmas 
wreath  is  made  of  straw,  as  the  Christ 
Child  was  laid  in  a  manger.  The  wreath 
for  Lent  is  perhaps  the  most  striking, 
with  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross”  so  graphi¬ 
cally  illustrating  the  promise  of  Salva¬ 
tion. 

Bible  Study  for  1988  revolved  around 
the  Book  of  Genesis.  It  culminated  in  a 
project  entitled  Plants  of  the  Bible.  Mrs. 
James  Peninger,  primary  teacher,  re¬ 
searched  many  of  the  more  familiar 
plants,  teaching  lessons  to  the  classes 
with  original  worksheets  for  the  children 
to  color.  The  lessons  centered  around  a 
different  plant  each  week,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  related  their  lesson  to  the  plants 
they  know  today. 

A  Bible  Bouquet,  Bible  Basket,  and 
Spice  Tray  were  assembled,  illustrating 
the  different  materials  in  the  plant 
study.  The  Bible  Bouquet  is  a  striking  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  church’s  altar.  The  Bible 
Basket  is  a  hands-on  arrangement  the 
children  can  touch  and  read  and  recog¬ 
nize.  The  Spice  Tray  pungently  illus¬ 
trates  the  great  sameness  today  as  in  the 
yesterdays  of  the  ages. 

Thursday  School  has  also  completed 
several  service  projects,  using  ideas 
from  The  Interpreter.  Christmas  gifts 


were  sent  to  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston,  and  the  Bible  Study  les¬ 
sons  are  being  shared  with  other 
churches  of  the  charge  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 


STRIKING  WREATH  -  This  wreath 
was  made  as  part  of  the  Thursday 
School  Christian  Calendar  Project  at 
Forest  Hill  UMC  in  Alexandria.  This 
wreath  was  presented  during  Lent  illus¬ 
trating  the  promise  of  salvation. 
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Earl,  Yogi  and  the  NCC 


"You're  never  as  good  as  you  look 
when  you’re  winning  and  never  as 
bad  as  you  look  when  you’re  losing.” 

—Earl  Weaver 

It  may  not  be  readily  apparent  how  this 
nugget  from  a  former  major  league  base¬ 
ball  manager’s  dugout  wisdom  applies  to 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

From  a  public-relations  perspective, 
however,  the  ecumenical  agency  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  “losing  season.” 

Recent  resignations  by  two  high-rank¬ 
ing  officials,  both  accompanied  by  sharp 
criticisms  of  the  NCC’s  chief  executive, 
bared  what  many  will  view  as  an  un¬ 
seemly  conflict  for  a  Christian  agency. 

In  May,  J.  Richard  Butler  resigned  as 
head  of  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
and  development  arm  of  the  NCC. 

Mr.  Butler’s  departure  climaxed  a  run¬ 
ning  dispute  between  him  and  the  Rev. 
Arie  Brouwer,  NCC  general  secretary.  At 
issue  was  (and  is)  how  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice — the  largest  income-generating  com¬ 
ponent  of  the  NCC— should  relate 
structurally  to  the  rest  of  the  agency. 

In  June,  the  Rev.  William  L.  Wipfler 
resigned  as  head  of  the  NCC’s  human-re¬ 
lations  office  (see  UMR,  July  8). 

He  cited  as  reasons  for  his  departure  the 
"unfeeling  treatment”  and  “increasing  in¬ 
justices"  that  he  says  staff  members  have 
been  subjected  to  in  recent  months.  He  par¬ 
ticularly  criticized  Dr.  Brouwer’s  “concept 
of  management  and  use  of  power.” 

None  of  us  in  the  Christian  community 
can  be  happy  about  such  turmoil  within 
any  part  of  the  body  of  Christ.  It  is  partic¬ 
ularly  painful  to  observe  deep  conflict  and 
bitterness  among  those  whose  task  is  to 
lead  Christians  in  working  together. 

Ironically,  each  person  in  the  current 
disputes  has  worked  for  decades  to  pro¬ 
mote  unity  among  Christians.  When  they 
or  anyone  like  them  “loses”  or  feels  di¬ 


minished  in  that  effort,  the  cause  oi 
Christ  suffers. 

Enter,  however,  Earl  Weaver’s  wis¬ 
dom:  Even  while  “losing,”  things  may  not 
be  as  bad  as  they  seem  for  the  NCC  and 
its  goal  of  becoming  a  "community  of 
communions"  for  its  32  member-bodies, 
including  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Underlying  the  recent  conflicts  are 
forces  at  work  for  long-overdue  change  in 
how  the  NCC  operates.  The  need  for  such 
change— particularly  in  the  NCC’s  ability 
and  willingness  to  hear  and  respond  to  the 
concerns  of  its  member  bodies — was  rec¬ 
ognized  at  least  as  far  back  as  1981. 

A  process  of  internal  restructuring 
was  set  in  motion  then.  That  process  re¬ 
ceived  additional  fuel  two  years  later 
when  separate  reports  by  “Reader’s  Di¬ 
gest”  and  “60  Minutes”  brought  down 
torrents  of  public  criticism  on  the  NCC. 

The  strains  of  that  process  are  becom 
ing  evident.  However,  such  strains  may  be 
encouraging  signs,  .unpleasant  as  they  are, 
that  something  long  needed  is  underway. 
It  simply  is  unrealistic  to  think  that  the 
radical  overhaul  that  the  NCC’s  Governing 
Board  has  mandated  could  be  accom¬ 
plished  without  some  unpleasant  conflict. 

Regrettably,  that  may  include  breaks  in 
working  relationships  between  people  of 
high  integrity  and  deep  Christian  commit¬ 
ment  who  find  they  can  no  longer  walk  to¬ 
gether  down  the  same  organizational  path. 

Another  well-known  major  league 
baseball  manager,  Yogi  Berra,  once  ob¬ 
served,  “It  ain’t  over  ’til  it’s  over." 

We  as  members  of  a  church  that  is  a 
part  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
should  respond  positively  to  that  remind¬ 
er  about  patience.  It  applies  to  baseball 
games.  It  applies  even  more  to  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  work  cooperatively  with  other 
Christians  through  structures  like  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 


JULY  15,  1988 


My  Witness 

God  helps  me  farm  my  crops  and  raise  my  pigs 

By  RICHARD  SCHULTZ  nlAnn  thni.  aaaa  a„<I  .  I.  I.  tinnchin  I  h-iuo  with  find  whi  1<2  lunrl 


By  RICHARD  SCHULTZ 

The  farm  we  live  on  is  the  one  I 
was  reared  on.  I  am  the  fourth  gener¬ 
ation  of  Schultzes  to  be  farming  the 
same  land. 

My  father  was  and  still  is  a  farmer, 
helping  me  out  whenever  I  need  an 
extra  tractor  driver  or  someone  to 
help  me  move  a  stubborn  500-pound 
sow  that’s  determined  not  to  go  where 
I  want  her  to  go.  I  have  four  sets  of 
aunts  and  uncles  who  are  all  farmers. 

So  as  you  can  see,  farming’s  in  my 
blood.  I  was  destined  to  be  a  farmer. 

While  growing  up,  I  never  had  a 
nearby  park  to  play  in,  but  I  did  have 
a  2-acre  yard  and  enough  pet  dogs, 
cats,  chickens  and  rabbits  to  keep  me 
from  getting  bored. 

The  haymow  of  our  bam  was  my 
own  private  gymnasium.  I  never  had 
a  nearby  YMCA  pool,  but  about  once 
a  week  in  the  summer,  I  would  go 
down  to  the  old  swimming  hole  at  the 
creek  with  my  friends.  And  I  still 
have  fond  memories  of  that  >/«-mile 
nature  walk  down  to  the  creek  with 
my  grandpa  to  go  fishing. 

God  provides  the  miracles 

I  farm  480  acres  and  raise  around 
500  pigs  each  year  in  partnership  with 
the  Lord.  He  provides  the  ground,  and 
I  am  His  tenant.  I  do  the  dirty  work. 
He  performs  the  miracles. 

I  take  12  bushels  of  com  and  plant 
those  seeds  two  inches  deep  in  the  soil 
in  rows  that  spread  evenly  across  40 
acres.  The  Lord  changes  those  12  bush¬ 
els  of  com  miraculously  into  960,000 
small  seedlings,  which  form  small 
green  lines  across  the  fertile  soil. 

I  have  the  responsibility  of  keeping 
the  weeds  out  of  that  field  for  the  next 


PHOTO  BY  ADAM  HOLTERHOFF 

VALPARAISO,  Ind.  — Dick 
Shultz,  an  Indiana  farmer  (hold¬ 
ing  piglet);  his  sons,  Jeffrey  and 
Jonathan;  and  father,  Kenneth, 
show  off  one  of  the  little  pigs  they 
raise  on  the  farm  Mr.  Shultz  says 
they  operate  in  “partnership” 
with  the  Lord. 

few  months  while  the  Lord  supplies 
enough  heat,  sunlight  and  rain  to  trans¬ 
form  those  original  12  bushels  of  seed 
into  more  than  6,000  bushels  of  grain. 
That’s  enough  to  fill  a  bin  18  feet  in  di¬ 
ameter  by  30  feet  high.  My  job  is  pick¬ 
ing  that  com  and  putting  it  in  that  bin. 

Each  morning  I  feed  my  35  sows, 


clean  their  pens  and  try  to  keep  my 
two  boars  out  of  those  pens  until  114 
days  before  I  would  like  those  sows  to 
farrow. 

The  Lord  takes  the  genes  from  those 
boars  and  sows  and  combines  them  in 
such  manner  so  that  they  will  produce 
12  2 '/z -pound  pigs  that  are  up  running 
around  and  nursing  from  their  mother 
minutes  after  birth.  It’s  my  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  keep  those  little  pigs  warm  and 
healthy  and  to  keep  feed  in  front  of 
them  for  the  next  six  months. 

Who  has  the  harder  job? 

The  Lord  provides  those  pigs  with 
the  ability  to  convert  the  feed  into 
meat  and  muscle  so  that  in  six  months 
they  will  increase  their  weight  hun¬ 
dredfold  to  250  pounds.  Then  it’s  my 
job  to  load  those  stubborn  pigs  into  the 
truck  and  take  them  to  market.  Some¬ 
times  I  don’t  know  who  has  the  harder 
job,  me  or  the  Lord. 

To  be  a  farmer,  one  needs  to  be  a 
jack-of-all-trades.  I  consider  myself 
to  be  a  mechanic,  carpenter,  veteri¬ 
narian,  accountant,  optimist,  pessi¬ 
mist  and,  according  to  my  wife,  real 
bear  to  live  with  during  planting  and 
harvesting  seasons. 

If  I  ever  want  to  feel  closer  to  God, 
the  farm  is  the  place  to  go.  There  is  no 
better  way  I  know  of  to  start  a  spring 
day  than  to  get  up  at  sunrise  to  do 
chores.  My  two-minute  walk  to  work 
each  morning  through  a  wooded  area 
would  be  the  envy  of  any  commuter 
stuck  in  rush-hour  traffic. 

The  only  time  I  get  delayed  on  the 
way  to  work  is  when  I  stop  to  watch  a 
squirrel,  rabbit  or  even  a  deer  romp¬ 
ing  in  the  morning  sun.  And  then 
there’s  the  certain  one-on-one  rela¬ 


tionship  I  have  with  God  while  work¬ 
ing  in  a  back  field  late  on  a  warm 
starlit  night. 

I  can  view  heavens’  beauty 

I  can  view  the  beauty  of  the  heav¬ 
ens,  which  is  interrupted  only  by  the 
headlights  of  a  car  zigzagging  its  way 
over  the  country  roads. 

Farming  is  a  risky  business.  Each 
spring  a  farmer  must  spend  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  on  seed,  fertilizers, 
fuel  and  chemicals.  He  then  is  at  the 
mercy  of  the  weather  to  determine 
the  outcome  of  his  crops. 

I  have  found  myself  at  times  asking 
the  Lord  for  a  little  rain  to  help  out 
my  thirsty  crops  only  to  wonder  a  few 
days  later  when  it  would  stop.  I  have 
seen  fields  of  beautiful  green  knee- 
high  com  turn  to  an  ugly,  dead,  black 
color  overnight  as  frost  sometimes 
comes  in  early  June. 

Or  there’s  nothing  more  disappoint¬ 
ing  than  finding  a  sow  that  was  just 
about  to  give  birth  to  a  new  litter  of 
pigs  dead  in  her  farrowing  crate. 

But  just  when  everything  seems  to 
reach  its  lowest,  the  Lord  gives  me  a 
glimpse  of  that  newly  greening  corn¬ 
field  or  a  dozen  new  little  pigs  chas¬ 
ing  each  other  as  they  play  in  their 
pen  or  my  sons  running  across  the 
field  to  get  a  chance  to  ride  on  the 
tractor  with  their  dad. 

Then,  once  again,  I’m  filled  with 
joy  and  pride  for  the  things  God  has 
given  me. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life.  Richard  Schultz  is  a  member 
of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Valparaiso,  Ind.  (North  Indiana  Annu¬ 
al  Conference). 


Here  I  Stand 


How  concerned  should  we  be  about  membership  decline? 


Pastors-in-training  must  learn  how 
to  help  people  get  in  touch  with  God 


G.  W.  French 


UMC  is  growing  too  much  6 on  top9 
for  shrinking  root  system  to  support 


Vickrey  Dougherty 


By  G.  W.  FRENCH 

Membership  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  stood  at  10,994,403  in  1968.  The 
1988  General  Minutes,  reflecting  1987 
figures,  show  a  membership  of  9,696,797, 
a  loss  of  1,297,606. 

Statistics  do  not  tell  the  whole  story, 
but  what  they  do  tell  has  to  be  very  so¬ 
bering  to  any  thoughtful  person. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“For  great  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly 
to  be  praised,  and  he  is  to  be  held  in 
awe  above  all  gods.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Hebrews  11:1) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  18 

Monday:  Psalms  53 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  11:1-15 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  11:16-27 
Thursday:  Ephesians  2:1-10 
Friday:  Ephesians  2:11-22 
Saturday:  Mark  6:14-29 
Sunday:  Mark  6:30-44 
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Why  are  people  flocking  to  the  indepen¬ 
dent,  charismatic  and  evangelical 
churches  rather  than  our  United  Methodist 
churches?  Why  are  we  doing  better  over¬ 
seas— Africa,  for  example — than  here? 

We  train  seminarians  in  biblical  criti¬ 
cism,  but  we  don’t  teach  them  to  make 
the  Scriptures  come  alive  for  their  con¬ 
gregations.  We  teach  them  in  leading 
public  worship  but  not  how  lead  a  sinner 
to  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  them  learn  to 
master  theologians  such  as  Paul  Tillich 
and  Rudolf  Bultmann  but  not  how  to 
master  our  own  baser  instincts. 

We  are  so  proud  of  the  diversity  of  our 
church  that  we  find  ways  to  accommo¬ 
date  the  most  outrageous,  silly,  almost 
heretical  positions,  all  in  the  name  of 
"roominess.” 

The  bishops  reminded  us  in  St.  Louis  at 
the  1988  General  Conference  that  “the 
time  has  come  to  say  the  last  rites  over 
the  nation  that  the  defining  characteris¬ 
tic  of  United  Methodist  theology  is  plu¬ 
ralism.” 

The  late  Peter  Marshall  once  said, 
“The  church  that  fails  to  stand  for  some¬ 
thing  will  fall  for  anything.”  In  other 
words,  “aim  at  nothing,  and  you  will  sure¬ 
ly  hit  it.” 

We  shouldn't  abandon  the.  technical 
tools  of  theological  education,  but  we 

Letters  to  the  Editor 

It’s  time 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  the  Houston  Declaration  seems 
to  have  brought  some  positive  results 
from  the  General  Conference,  perhaps  it 
is  time  for  a  Women’s  Declaration. 

Anybody  who  for  the  past  several 
years  has  observed  literature  and  rheto¬ 
ric  that  has  been  oozing  out  of  the  Wom¬ 
en's  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  can  hardly  have  es¬ 
caped  the  distinct  impression  that  it  is 
the  original  “anti  group.” 

Among  other  things,  the  division  is 
anti-multinational  companies,  anti-U.S. 
government  and  perhaps  even  anti-men. 

In  every  UM  congregation  across  the 
land,  you  can  find  women  fed  with  this 
kind  of  negative  philosophy. 

You  will  not  find  these  women  carrying 
banners  in  a  protest  march  or  leading  a 
boycott  of  their  neighbor’s  business.  You 
will  find  them  in  their  places  of  employ¬ 
ment  and  in  their  homes  working  beside 
their  husbands,  fathers  and  brothers  to  do 
what  they  can  where  they  are. 

You  will  find  them  to  be  well-informed 
women  who  vote  according  to  their  con¬ 
science.  These  women  still  pray  to  a  per¬ 
sonal  God  the  Father  and  are  not  trying 
to  change  His  name. 

They  pay  their  pledges  to  United 
Methodist  Women,  bake  the  cakes  and 
knit  the  afghans,  arrange  the  bazaars 
and  serve  the  church  suppers.  They  then 
take  some  60  percent  of  the  proceeds 
from  all  this  effort  and  send  it  to  the 
Women’s  Division. 

Is  it  not  just  that  they  should  have 
something  to  say  about  the  policies? 
Maybe  it  is  time  to  give  the  women’s 
work  back  to  the  women  who  do  the 
work.  Maybe  it  is  time  for  a  Women’s 
Declaration.  Leatha  W.  Martin 

Richmond,  Texas 

Signers  should  ‘rejoin’  UMC 

To  the  Editor: 

The  cover  letter  accompanying  the  so- 


must  go  beyond  them. 

Who  cares  whether  J,  E,  P  or  D  wrote 
a  particular  passage?  People  are  dying 
to  know  what  it  has  to  say  to  them.  ! 
read  that  some  have  recently  said,  “We 
have  discovered  ways  of  studying  the  Bi¬ 
ble  in  which  we  learn  everything  about  it 
except  what  it  says." 

We  do  a  pretty  good  job  of  training 
seminarians  to  become  good  and  under¬ 
standing  pastors,  but  where  are  ^he 
evangelists  who  lead  people  to  a  saving 
relationship  with  Christ?  f 

Where  are  the  prophets  who  fearlessly 
speak  a  clear  word  form  the  Lord? 

Where  are  the  apostles  ready  to  go  out 
among  the  “unchurched”  and  establish 
new  congregations,  especially  in  the  in¬ 
ner-city  and  poor  neighborhoods? 

In  recent  years  I  have  heard  a  lot 
about  our  helping  people  get  in  touch 
with  their  feelings.  It’s  about  time  we 
help  them  get  in  touch  with  the  Lord! 


called  “Houston  Declaration”  states, 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  under 
great  and  unusual  pressure  to  abandon 
the  truths  and  traditions  of  the  historic 
Christian  faith.” 

Whether  or  not  that  claim  was  ever 
true,  those  who  wrote  and  signed  the  dec¬ 
laration  claimed  to  subscribe  to  the  notion. 

Given  the  recent  decisions  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  which  certainly  seemed 
to  support  the  direction  these  declarers 
advocated,  it  would  seem  obvious  that 
they  can  no  longer  claim  the  UMC  is 
about  to  abandon  the  truths  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  historic  Christian  faith. 

Since  that  is  the  case,  would  it  not  be 
exceedingly  appropriate  for  the  declar¬ 
ers  whose  names  are  often  associated 
with  the  Mission  Society  for  United 
Methodists  to  cease  and  desist  from  sup¬ 
porting  said  Mission  Society? 

It  is  not  supported  by  the  General  Con¬ 
ference  or  by  the  Council  of  Bishops.  And 
it  puts  great  and  unusual  pressure  on  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  abandon  the 
truths  and  traditions  of  its  historic  Chris¬ 
tian  mission  within  the  legitimate,  ap¬ 
propriate,  authorized  and  church-sup¬ 
ported  structure. 

The  declarers  achieved  most  of  their 
purpose.  Now  it’s  time  for  them  to  rejoin 
the  United  Methodist  Church  fully  and 
completely. 

Or  is  their  primary  purpose  to  have 
the  whole  church  adopt  only  what  they 
"declare”? 

Rod  Saunders 
E.  Bloomfield,  New  York 

Shell  boycott  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

It  has  been  with  increasing  anger  that 
I  have  been  following  the  developments 
concerning  a  United  Methodist  boycott 
of  Shell  Oil  Co.  (see  UMR,  July  8).  This 
issue  brings  a  few  questions  to  mind. 

First,  does  anyone  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  really  believe  that  you  can 


By  VICKREY  DOUGHERTY 

There  is  too  much  talk  today  about  the 
United  Methodist  Church  being  a  dying 
church. 

I’m  convinced  that  we  are  still  a  grow¬ 
ing  church.  It  is  true  that  in  the  last  20 
years  we  have  lost  more  than  2  million 
members.  However,  I  think  that  some¬ 
how  we  have  become  blinded  to  the  area 
in  which  we  are  still  growing. 

Without  really  noticing  what  has  hap¬ 
pened,  we  very  gradually  have  changed 
our  priorities.  Throughout  the  first  cen- 
tury-and-a-half  of  our  life  in  this  country, 
we  were  busy  helping  people  find  God. 

We  were  concerned  with  slavery,  tem¬ 
perance  and  the  needs  of  the  poor.  We 
made  sacrifices  to  build  colleges  and 
universities  where  our  youth  could  get  a 
good  education  to  prepare  them  for  life. 

About  midway  through  this  century,  a 
very  subtle  change  began  taking  place  in 
our  priorities.  We  began  building  hierar- 


legislate  an  end  to  the  prejudice  that  ex¬ 
ists  in  South  Africa?  Our  own  experience 
of  100  years  following  our  Civil  War 
should  prove  that  possibility  very  remote. 

Second,  is  Royal  Dutch/Shell  the  only 
company  currently  operating  in  South  Af¬ 
rica  that  distributes  products  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States?  If  not,  why  is  Royal  Dutch/ 
Shell  the  only  company  singled  out  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church  for  a  boycott? 

Third,  I  do  not  believe  that  Royal 
Dutch/Shell  will  be  the  one  to  suffer 
from  the  boycott.  Rather  it  will  be  the 
independent  businessman  (who  happens 
to  be  my  neighbor)  who  will  bear  the 
brunt  of  this  assault  against  Shell’s  pock- 
etbook.  I  hardly  find  that  fair. 

Thirty  percent  of  the  families  on  our  lo¬ 
cal  church  roll  have  economic  ties  to  Shell 
Western  either  directly  or  indirectly.  Am  I 
to  assume  that  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  also  willing  to  boycott  the  tithes 
and  offerings  given  by  me  and  my  neigh¬ 
bors?  Is  the  United  Methodist  Church  will¬ 
ing  to  step  in  and  help  our  pastor  meet  our 
local  budget  needs  when  the  offerings  of 


chy,  and  judging  from  decisions  of  the 
1988  General  Conference,  that  is  still  a 
major  priority. 

Let  me  illustrate  what  I  mean.  In  my 
own  area  in  1965,  we  had  the  Southern- 
California-Arizona  Annual  Conference 
with  266,387  members,  served  by  one 
bishop  and  nine  district  superintendents, 
covering  southern  California,  Arizona 
and  southern  Nevada. 

By  1985,  even  though  we  had  added  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  and  taken  several  thousand  members 
of  the  Hawaii  Mission  into  our  conference, 
we  had  shrunk  to  184,506  members. 

We  found  the  administrative  load  too 
heavy,  so  we  divided  into  two  conferences. 
This  area  is  now  served  by  two  bishops 
and  twelve  district  superintendents. 

At  our  recent  General  Conference  in 
St.  Louis,  four  more  episcopal  areas 
were  granted  permission  to  divide.  The 
goal  is  to  create  four  more  episcopal  ar¬ 
eas  at  an  administrative  cost  of  more 
than  $100,000  each. 

So,  you  see,  we  are  a  growing  church. 
We  have  a  larger  hierarchy  today  than 
we  had  in  the  early  ’60s  when  we  had 
more  than  11  million  members. 

We  are  taking  money  badly  needed  for 
our  mission  of  helping  the  lost  and  the 
least  find  God  in  life-transforming  expe- 


these  45  families  are  removed? 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  forc¬ 
ing  its  membership  to  make  decisions 
that  will  be  have  repercussions  on  the 
denomination  for  years  to  come.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  the  General  Conference  del¬ 
egates  have  prayerfully  considered  that 
and  believe  that  God  has  directed  them 
in  the  decisions  they  have  made. 
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riences  and  applying  it  to  the  priority  of 
creating  a  few  better-paying  jobs  for  the 
favored  few. 

I’m  sure  that  my  writing  about  this 
"growth”  will  anger  some  United  Method¬ 
ists  who  will  deny  that  it  is  our  priority. 

I  ask  you  to  realize  that  I’m  not  talk¬ 
ing  about  theory.  What  I  am  dealing  with 
is  the  de-facto  situation  that,  whether  we 
like  it  or  not,  has  developed  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  fewer  Indians  we  have,  the  more 
chiefs' we  want. 

Please  don’t  get  me  wrong.  I’m  noi 
against  bishops,  district  superintendents 
or  the  United  Methodist  system.  It  has 
been  my  privilege  to  serve  under  some 
of  the  great  bishops  of  our  church.  Dur¬ 
ing  my  active  ministry,  I  served  under  12 
district  superintendents. 

I  liked  them  all.  Each  one  was  my 
friend,  and  I  felt  that  each  had  my  best 
interest  at  heart. 

But  I  do  think  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  growing  too  much  top  for  a 
shrinking  root  system.  Very  soon  we 
must  develop  more  roots,  or  an  ever-in¬ 
creasing  percentage  of  our  giving  will  go 
for  administration. 

If  our  top  priority  is  to  help  people 
find  God  in  a  life-changing  relationship, 
we  must  grow  more  roots. 


As  for  myself  and  my  family,  we  are; 
placed  in  the  position  of  making  some; 
very  painful  decisions.  We  ask  for  the. 
prayers  of  your  readers. 

Leta  Sage 
Denver  City,  Texas 


WE  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  THE  BEST 
YOUTH  MINISTER  IN  AMERICA  to 

develop  what  will  soon  be  the  best 
youth  ministry  program  in  the 
church.  Are  you  interested? 

We  want  a  youth  director  with  ex¬ 
perience  and  a  proven  track  record, 
with  musical  ability  and  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  build  a  dynamic  youth  pro¬ 
gram.  We  are  a  large  suburban 
church  in  the  Tampa  Bay  region 
with  an  exciting  television  ministry 
just  waiting  for  the  right  person  to 
guide  our  youth  ministries.  Contact- 
Dr.  T.  Glenn  Mitchell,  St.  Paul  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  1199  High¬ 
land  Avenue,  Largo,  FL  34640. 


"Here  I  Stand “  is  a  forum  through  which  Reporter  readers  may  express  opin¬ 
ions  and  concerns  about  issues  facing  the  church. 

G.  W.  French  Jr.  is  a  member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  (North 
Texas  Annual  Conference). 

The  Rev.  Vickrey  Dougherty  lives  in  Arroyo  Grande,  Calif.,  and  is  a  retired  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  the  California-Pacific  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for  consideration  (three  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O.  Box 
660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


UM  women  issued  their  own  ‘declaration’ 


C  Pontius'  Puddle 


' -  ON  BEHALF  OF 

(A  ATER I A  U  ST  I C  CHRISTIANS 
WHOSE  ONLY  CHORCW 
CO WAITMENT  \STO  LOOK. 
NICE  SUNDAY  MORNlNfr, 
CAN  YOU  G-m/E  OS  A 
TIP  ON  HOW  TO  DRESS 
FOR  ETERNITY? 


JULY  15,  1988  _ 

Lay  ministry  answers  Christ’s  call  to  care  for  others 
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Modern  psychology  equips  Stephen  Ministers 
to  serve  as  ‘caregivers’  in  a  Christian  tradition 
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DENTON,  Texas— Stephen  Ministries  trainees  Mary  McCarron  of  Good 
Shepherd  Presbyterian  Church,  Denver  (left)  and  Jamie  O’Banion  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church,  Ruston,  La.,  intently  rehearse  conversation  tech¬ 
niques  for  visiting  inactive  members  during  a  Stephen  Ministries  session  at 
the  University  of  North  Texas. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DENTON,  Texas— Their  casual  sum- 
bier  clothes  and  arm  loads  of  folders 
Svould  make  St.  Stephen— the  New  Testa- 
blent  paragon  of  caring— shake  his  head 
in  wonderment  at  the  modern  accoutre¬ 
ments  of  220  Christians  assembled  to 
learn  how  to  put  caring  into  practice. 

;  But  no  doubt  he  would  approve  of  their 
jstudies. 

'  Members  of  11  Christian  denomina¬ 
tions,  including  representatives  of  13 
.United  Methodist  congregations,  gath¬ 
ered  in  June  at  the  University  of  North 
Texas  for  a  two-week  session  in  Stephen 
Ministries,  named  after  the  first  deacon 
pf  the  Christian  church. 

;  Stephen  Ministries  trains  laypeople  to 
serve  as  St.  Stephen  served,  meeting  the 
pmotional  needs  of  others,  according  to 
its  introductory  literature. 

Congregations  that  choose  to  start  a 
Stephen  Ministry  enroll  in  the  series,  se¬ 
lect  leaders  (usually  the  pastor  and 
strong  laypeople),  train  leaders,  prepare 
the  congregation,  recruit  and  select  lay 
Caregivers,  train  caregivers  for  50  hours, 
find  and  prepare  those  to  receive  care,» 
assign  trained  Stephen  Ministers  and 
supervise  helping  relationships. 

Ministry  developed  in  1978 

Based  in  St.  Louis,  the  lay  caring  min¬ 
istry  was  developed  in  1978  by  a  Luther¬ 
an  pastor,  the  Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Haugk, 
,who  is  also  an  educator  and  clinical  psy¬ 
chologist.  Dr.  Haugk  is  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Stephen  Ministries  and  author  of 
one  of  its  primary  textbooks,  “Christian 
Caregiving:  A  Way  of  Life.” 

Distinctively  Christian  in  philosophy 
and  up-to-the-minute  in  psychological 
technique,  Stephen  Ministries  has  en¬ 
rolled  more  than  2,100  congregations  in 
53  denominations  in  49  states,  seven  Ca¬ 


nadian  provinces  and  four  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  Two  hundred  ninety-eight  United 
Methodist  congregations  nationwide  are 
enrolled  in  the  program. 

The  program  emphasizes  that  Stephen 
Ministers  are  “caregivers”  representing 
God,  the  “curegiver.” 

Stephen  Ministers  learn  listening  skills 
and  how  to  refrain  from  giving  advice  to 
their  “helpees.”  They’re  taught  how  to 
help  people  cope  with  experiences  such 
as  hospitalization,  grief,  dying,  suicide, 
chemical  dependency,  divorce,  childbirth 
and  aging. 

Confidentiality  is  at  the  core  of  the 
ministry.  Identities  of  the  “helpees”  are 
known  only  to  the  pastor  and  the  helpee’s 
Stephen  Minister. 

Ministers  pay  price 

Commitment  to  a  Stephen  Ministry  is 
expensive  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Congregations  pay  a  one-time  enroll¬ 
ment  fee  of  $975,  plus  the  cost  of  an  aver¬ 
age  of  12  training  manuals.  The  cost  to 
train  a  Stephen  Leader  averages  about 
$600  for  room,  board  and  conference  fees. 
Congregations  or  the  leaders  themselves 
also  must  pay  for  transportation  to  one  of 
six  leader  training  sessions  conducted 
each  year  from  Florida  to  California. 

A  time  investment  corresponds  to  the 
monetary  investment. 

Stephen  Leaders  train  for  two  weeks, 
then  come  back  to  their  congregations 
and  train  Stephen  Ministers  for  three 
months.  Stephen  Ministers  must  com¬ 
plete  50  hours  of  training  before  they  are 
consecrated  and  begin  work. 

Both  leaders  and  Stephen  Ministers 
commit  themselves  to  serving  in  Stephen 
Ministry  for  a  minimum  of  two  years. 
That  means  meeting  for  an  hour  a  week 
with  one  or  two  “helpees,”  plus  attending 
two-hour  supervisory  sessions  twice  a 
month  with  the  Stephen  Leader  and  oth¬ 


er  Stephen  Ministers. 

Can  any  program  for  lay  ministry  be 
worth  such  an  investment? 

United  Methodists  attending  the  Texas 
training  session  said  they  think  Stephen 
Ministries  is. 

“We  felt  a  need  for  a  lay  caring  minis¬ 
try,”  said  the  Rev.  Douglas  R.  Trebilcock, 
pastor  of  the  1,200-member  Clarkston, 
Mich.,  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
Clarkston  church  spent  $4,000  to  get  its 
Stephen  Ministry  started. 

“We  really  struggled  with  the  poten¬ 
tial  legal  liability  of  helping,”  Mr.  Tre¬ 
bilcock  said.  “Because  of  Stephen 
Ministries’  training  and  supervision,  we 
were  convinced  its  quality  would  do  a 
good  job  for  us.” 

Jamie  O’Banion,  a  member  of  the 
1,900-member  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ruston,  La.,  said  she  also  was 
impressed  by  the  program’s  thorough 
training.  Her  congregation  invested 
$2,000  in  its  Stephen  Ministry. 

Structure  leads  to  success 

“Stephen  Ministries  is  very  structured 
but  not  rigid,”  Ms.  O’Banion  explained. 
“Its  structure  is  part  of  its  success.” 

The  program’s  emphasis  on  laypeople 
providing  caring  ministry  has  benefits 
both  spiritual  and  practical,  they  agreed. 

“We  are  the  presence  of  the  body  of 
Christ,”  said  Mr.  Trebilcock.  “A  pastor’s 
task  is  to  equip  and  enable  that  to  happen.” 

Ms.  O’Banion  added,  “The  church  is  get¬ 
ting  away  from  thinking  the  pastor  can  do 
it  all.  With  Stephen  Ministry,  the  pastor  is 
given  the  freedom  to  be  human.” 

Other  United  Methodists  in  attendance 
echoed  their  sentiments. 

“I  would  really  like  to  see  the  entire 
United  Methodist  Church  get  involved  in 
Stephen  Ministries,”  said  Joyce  Bond,  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Bartlesville,  Okla.  “Stephen  Ministries 


extends  care  and  bonds  a  congregation  to¬ 
gether.  It’s  made  me  more  aware  of  the 
mission  Jesus  gives  us  to  care.” 

Dana  Stephens,  of  the  700-member 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Clin¬ 
ton,  Ohio,  said  support  from  the  Stephen 
Ministries’  headquarters  in  St.  Louis 
makes  the  program  more  effective. 

The  Rev.  Jack  Robison  and  his  wife, 
Barbara,  retired  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  spent  30  years  in  Bolivia, 
were  training  during  the  June  sessions  in 
Texas  to  become  Stephen  Leaders  for 
their  church,  Grace  United  Methodist  in 
Wichita,  Kan. 

"This  is  an  excellent  program,”  Mrs. 
Robison  said.  “I  almost  wish  I’d  had  this 


training  when  we  were  in  Bolivia.” 

Approach  helps  church  grow 

The  Rev.  Gary  R.  Mauldin  and  his 
wife,  Jan,  came  to  the  training  from  3- 
year-old  St.  Philip’s  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  500-member  congregation  in 
Round  Rock,  Texas. 

Mr.  Mauldin  estimated  his  church’s 
growth  at  60  to  70  percent  annually.  He 
said  his  congregation  chose  Stephen  Min¬ 
istries  as  a  way  to  enhance  membership. 

“We  have  a  real  need  to  assimilate 
new  members,”  Mr.  Mauldin  said.  “We 
don’t  have  the  $30,000  needed  to  hire  an 
associate  pastor.  But  one  couple  in  our 
congregation,  who  are  Stephen  Ministers 
themselves,  put  up  the  $2,000  it  took  for 
us  to  start  our  Stephen  Ministry. 

“We  hope  the  program  will  mobilize 
our  congregation  to  ministry.” 


God’s  cures  are 
visible  to  these 
UM  ‘caregivers’ 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— Lay  caring  ministry  has 
benefitted  them  as  much  as  it  has  the 
people  they  help,  say  the  Stephen  Minis¬ 
ters  of  White  Rock  United  Methodist 
Church. 

"We  see  the  Lord  working  in  the  hel- 
pee'  and  what  the  ‘helpee’  does  for  the 
helper,”  said  Bill  Hansen,  one  of  the  35 
Stephen  Ministers.  “I  feel  like  I’ve  really 
accomplished  something.” 

White  Rock  will  train  its  third  class  of 
Stephen  Ministers  this  fall,  said  the  Rev. 
R.  Gary  Regan,  pastor  of  the  2,500-mem¬ 
ber  congregation. 

Participants  in  a  recent  supervisory  ses¬ 
sion  at  the  church  said  they  all  plan  to  en¬ 
roll  in  the  ministry  for  another  two  years. 

“It’s  helped  us  learn  that  every  Christian 
is  a  minister,"  said  Oleta  Pun-year.  “I’ve 
learned  to  be  a  friend,  to  show  I  care.” 

Patience  and  improved  listening  skills 
that  carried  over  into  their  own  personal 
relationships  were  two  benefits  cited  most 
often  by  White  Rock’s  Stephen  Ministers. 

“Awareness  of  the  tragedies  people  face 
makes  it  possible  to  get  closer  to  them,  to 
know  what  to  say  when  they  face  death, 
divorce  or  illness,”  said  Bette  Stanford. 

Jane  Duke  added,  “It’s  made  us  more 
sensitive  to  everyone  and  it’s  making  us 
grow  spiritually.” 

Jack  Soffle  summarized:  “Most  can’t 
sing,  Baptists  don’t  dance,  the  preacher 
won’t  let  you  preach,  but  Stephen  Minis¬ 
try  is  one  way  anyone  can  serve.” 

Mr.  Regan  said  Stephen  Ministry  has 
resulted  in  a  new  divorce  support  group 
at  White  Rock.  A  support  group  for  the 
bereaved  also  is  planned. 

“There's  as  much  pain  as  joy  in  what 
we’ve  had  to  deal  with,  but  we  get  to¬ 
gether  every  other  week  to  bolster  each 
other  up,”  Mr.  Regan  told  the  Reporter. 

“Stephen  Ministry  is  helping  us  make 
life  more  whole  for  a  lot  more  people 
than  we  could  have  otherwise.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Expert  says  6 active  caring 9  will  restore  inactive  members 
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DENTON,  Texas— The  Rev.  Ken¬ 
neth  C.  Haugk,  founder  of  Stephen 
Ministries,  discusses  ministering  to 
inactive  members  during  training  at 
the  University  of  North  Texas. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DENTON,  Texas— Local  congrega¬ 
tions  have  not  ministered  well  to  inac¬ 
tive  members,  a  national  leader  in  lay 
ministry  contends. 

That’s  because  many  congregations 
haven’t  learned  effective  ways  to  meet  the 
needs  of  inactive  members,  said  the  Rev. 
Kenneth  C.  Haugk,  founder  and  director  of 
the  Stephen  Ministries  of  St.  Louis.  Putting 
those  needs  first  is  essential. 

Dr.  Haugk,  a  Lutheran  minister  and 
clinical  psychologist,  gave  a  presenta¬ 
tion  on  “Caring  for  Inactive  Members: 
How  to  Make  God’s  House  a  Home”  to 
220  Christians  of  various  denominations 
during  Stephen  Leaders’  training  June  24 
at  the  University  of  North  Texas. 

He  also  gave  an,  extended  program  on 
church  members’  inactivity  June  25-26  for 
an  interdenominational  seminar  in  Dallas. 

Dr.  Haugk  estimated  that  30  to  35  per¬ 
cent  of  any  congregation  is  inactive.  He 
classified  as  “officially  inactive’’  any 
member  who  chooses  to  stay  away  from 
church  for  even  one  Sunday. 

“Relating  to  inactive  members  calls 
upon  a  caring  person  to  use  his  or  her  car¬ 
ing  skills  actively,”  he  emphasized. 

Failing  to  meet  the  needs  of  inactive 
members  results  in  congregationwide 
"impoverishment,”  he  asserted. 

“There’s  little  or  no  ministry  to  inac¬ 


tive  members,  so  their  spiritual  growth 
is  impaired,”  he  explained.  “There’s  re¬ 
duced  ministry  within  the  congregation 
because  the  congregation  loses  its 
chance  to  minister  to  and  be  enlightened 
by  the  inactive  member.  Taken  together, 
this  is  lessened  ministry  by  the  congre¬ 
gation  as  a  whole.” 

Reaching  inactive  members  takes  time 
and  requires  consistent  follow-up,  he  con¬ 
tinued.  He  offered  these  suggestions: 

•  Work  with  a  non-evaluative  attitude. 

“Don’t  bring  up  faith  matters  immedi¬ 
ately,”  Dr.  Haugk  stressed.  “Bringing  up 
faith  at  first  always  brings  out  defen¬ 
siveness.  You  must  consider  why  you 
want  to  talk  about  Jesus  to  the  inactive. 
Is  it  your  need  or  theirs?” 

So  when  does  one  mention  Christ  to  an 
inactive  member? 

“Actually,  the  answer  is  always  and 
never,”  Dr.  Haugk  said.  “Jesus  is  there 
before  you;  you  represent  Him.  Your 
task  is  to  stay  afloat,  establish  lines  of 
communication  until  you  earn  the  right 
to  talk  about  Jesus.” 

•  Prepare  with  prayer. 

“Don’t  neglect  prayer,"  Dr.  Haugk  urged. 
“When  you  pray,  you  engage  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  you  cannot  fail.” 

He  recommended  that  people  who  vis¬ 
it  inactive  members  pray  for  “strength, 
wit,  sensitivity  and  self-forgetfulness,  to 
put  the  other  person  first.” 


University  Senate  decides  to  remove 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

The  status  of  Southern  Methodist  Uni¬ 
versity  in  its  relation  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  national  higher  education  agency 
has  been  restored  “without  qualification” 
by  the  denomination’s  University  Senate. 

The  university  is  owned  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  South  Central  Juris¬ 
diction,  which  is  holding  its  quadrennial 
'meeting  this  week  in  New  Orleans, 
fc  The  University  Senate  announcement 
•came  just  a  week  before  jurisdictional 
conference  delegates  were  to  select  40 
'trustees  for  the  school  as  part  of  a  gover¬ 
nance  restructuring  that  was  approved 
last  year.  Under  the  restructure,  at  least 
.'half  of  the  voting  trustees  must  be  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  including  three  of  the  re¬ 


gion’s  11  bishops. 

Delegates  are  also  being  asked  to  rati¬ 
fy  the  Dallas  school’s  new  charter,  re¬ 
written  in  the  wake  of  the  1987 
“pay-for-play”  football  scandal  and  re¬ 
lated  governance  problems. 

Because  of  the  scandal,  delegates  to 
the  jurisdictional  conference  were  con¬ 
sidering  the  election  of  SMU  trustees 
“more  carefully  than  ever,"  said  the 
Rev.  Earl  B.  Carter,  the  jurisdiction’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  director. 

At  its  semiannual  meeting  in  Boston 
June  28,  the  University  Senate  changed 
SMU’s  status  from  “approved,  with 
warning"  to  “fully  approved,  without 
qualification.” 

University  Senate  president  Roy  B. 


Shilling  Jr.  said  the  change  was  in  recog¬ 
nition  of  outstanding  progress  the  school 
has  made  under  leadership  of  President 
A.  Kenneth  Pye. 

Troubles  in  the  school’s  athletic  depar- 
ment  led  to  a  sternly  worded,  public 
warning  by  the  29-member  University 
Senate  in  June  1987. 

A  report  from  the  University  Senate  af¬ 
ter  two  on-site  visits  charged  that  SMU 
officials,  including  Bill  Clements,  now 
governor  of  Texas  and  a  former  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  SMU  Board  of  Governors,  knew 
of  illegal  payments  to  football  players 
and  acted  to  cover  up  the  scandal. 

Dr.  Pye,  a  Roman  Catholic,  is  credited 
with  doing  more  to  restore  the  school’s 
ties  to  the  United  Methodist  Church  than 
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•  Build  a  relationship  first. 

“You  go  to  inactive  members  to  find  out 
what’s  wrong  and  what  they  need,”  Dr. 
Haugk  said.  “Those  needs  are  not  always 
faith  struggles.  Listening  is  crucial.” 

•Defuse  defensiveness  with  vulnera¬ 
bility. 

“If  people  feel  they  deserve  an  attack, 
they’ll  anticipate  it  with  defensiveness 
even  if  no  attack  is  launched,”  Dr.  Haugk 
said.  “Be  open,  genuine,  empathic  but 
not  cringing,  bootlicking  or  fawning. 

“Vulnerability  is  servanthood,  not  ser- 
■,vitude.” 

i  •  Take  inactive  members  seriously. 

"Don’t  go  in  teams,”  Dr.  Haugk  ad¬ 
vised.  “Going  in  teams  is  ganging  up  on 
them.  And  don’t  cross  your  legs  or  arms. 
Show  by  your  body  language  that  you’re 
open  and  compassionate.” 

Most  importantly,  Dr.  Haugk  said,  ex¬ 
pect  anger  from  inactive  members. 

“TTiere  are  no  ‘shoulds’  or  ‘shouldn’ts,’  ”  he 
said.  “You  can’t  tell  them  they  shouldn’t 
feel  the  way  they  do.  You  must  accept  their 
feelings  and  work  through  them.” 

One  way  to  do  that,  Dr.  Haugk  said,  is 
to  take  responsibility  as  a  church  mem¬ 
ber  for  any  misunderstanding  that  may 
have  occurred  to  cause  the  inactive 
member  to  cease  attending. 

“The  two  most  powerful  words  in  the 
world  are  ‘I’m  sorry,’  ”  Dr.  Haugk  said. 


Laredo  police  block 
convoy’s  crossing  try 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
and  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editors 

LAREDO,  Texas— Local  police  broke 
a  truck  window  and  sprayed  Mace  on 
drivers  to  break  up  a  traffic  jam  caused 
by  the  July  9  attempt  of  the  “Veterans 
for  Peace  Convoy"  to  cross  the  U.S.-Mex- 
ico  border  with  humanitarian  aid  for 
Nicaragua. 

The  damaged  truck  was  a  small  pick¬ 
up  donated  by  Carol  Cavness  Walker,  a 
United  Methodist  peace- with- justice  edu¬ 
cator  from  Austin,  Texas. 

Laredo  police  declined  to  provide  in¬ 
formation  on  the  incident  to  the  Report¬ 
er.  An  attempt  to  reach  Laredo  Police 
Chief  Victor  L.  Garcia  was  unsuccessful. 

Tom  Hanson,  a  national  staff  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  “Veterans  Peace  Convoy” 
and  a  spokesman  for  the  “Convoyistas,” 
told  the  Reporter  a  few  days  prior  to  the 
attempt  that  the  group  was  prepared  to 
“put  bodies  as  well  as  vehicles  on  the 
line  this  time.” 


warning  status  of  SMU 


anyone  else  in  the  past  decade. 

His  efforts  to  restore  credibility  to  the 
institution  have  included  persuading  an 
interim  board  of  SMU  trustees  to  pay  the 
entire  $1.8  million  cost  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  athletic  scandal. 

"SMU  has  come  through  a  crisis  and  is 
stronger  as  a  result,”  he  told  the  Report¬ 
er.  He  pointed  to  a  reversal  of  a  five- 
year  decline  in  student  applications  and 
noted  gifts  to  the  school  increased  20 
percent,  despite  a  soft  area  economy. 

“This  reflects  an  extraordinary  renew¬ 
al  of  confidence  in  SMU,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Pye  said  the  greatest  area  of  re¬ 
form  has  been  in  athletics,  adding  that 
any  future  emphasis  on  sports  “will  not 
be  the  kind  of  emphasis  in  which  winning 
is  more  important  than  the  manner  in 
which  a  program  is  conducted.” 

SMU,  prohibited  from  resuming  football 
until  1989  by  the  NCAA,  was  suspended  in 
February  1987  from  competing  in  that  in¬ 
tercollegiate  activity  after  an  investigation 
revealed  that  some  SMU  football  players 
had  received  illicit  cash  payments. 

In  a  separate  action,  the  University 
Senate,  responsible  for  reviewing,  ap¬ 
proving  and  listing  church-related 
schools,  colleges  and  seminaries,  voted 
to  drop  Westminster  College  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  from  the  approved  list  of 
United  Methodist-related  schools. 

Dr.  Shilling,  himself  president  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Southwestern  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Georgetown,  Texas,  declined 
comment  on  the  specifics  of  Westmin¬ 
ster  College’s  de-listing. 

However,  he  pointed  to  criteria  by 
which  the  University  Senate  evaluates 
schools— financial  health,  administrative 
effectiveness,  program  quality  and  church 
relatedness— and  said  Westminster’s  prob¬ 
lems  were  in  its  church-relatedness. 

The  Rev.  Julius  S.  Scott,  head  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  Division  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  in  Nashville,  explained  that 
criteria  for  evaluating  church-related¬ 
ness  included: 

•A  school’s  "clear  definition  of  its 


A.  Kenneth  Pye 

.  .  .  credited  with  SMU  turnaround 

mission  as  a  church-related  school.” 

•United  Methodist  representation  on 
the  board  of  governors. 

•  Stated  commitment  to  United  Meth¬ 
odism  and  Judeo-Christian  values. 

•Having  a  department  of  religion  or 
offering  religion  and  philosophy  courses. 

•  Providing  an  environment  which  re¬ 
flects  the  church’s  social  creed. 

Charles  H.  Dick,  president  of  Westmin¬ 
ster  since  1980,  said  the  school  has  no 
plans  to  appeal  the  University  Senate's 
decision  but  will  explore  the  possibility 
of  being  listed  as  an  “associate”  institu¬ 
tion,  under  new  guidelines  adopted  by 
the  1988  General  Conference. 

UMR  Associate  Editor  Glen  Larum 
contributed  to  this  article. 


According  to  Ms.  Walker,  the  confron¬ 
tation  with  Laredo  police  occurred  in 
this  manner: 

At  noon  July  9,  two  of  the  convoy’s 
trucks  attempted  to  cross  the  bridge  at 
the  U.S.'rifexico  border.  Although  U.S.' 
Customs  and  Treasury  agents  were  pres¬ 
ent,  they  did  not  participate  in  the  con¬ 
frontation  with  the  convoy. 

“Just  as  the  two  trucks  started  to 
make  a  right  turn  into  the  area  where 
the  tollgates  are,  the  police  closed  all  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  bridge,”  said  Ms.  Walker. 

Traffic  was  halted  for  two  hours. 
When  it  was  resumed,  the  two  convoy  ve¬ 
hicles  were  segregated  from  other  traf¬ 
fic. 

A  third  man,  driving  the  truck  Ms. 
Walker  donated,  attempted  to  cross  the 
bridge  with  the  flow  of  traffic. 

"He  saw  an  opening  and  came  within 
half  a  block  of  the  toll  gates,”  she  said. 
“But  because  he  blocked  traffic,  he  got 
the  police  officers’  attention.” 

The  other  two  drivers  made  use  of  the 
confusion  to  try  to  cross  the  border  but 
were  blocked  in  traffic. 

The  attempt  resulted  in  an  hour-long 
“standoff,’’  with  the  drivers  sitting 
locked  inside  their  trucks  while  police 
tried  to  have  them  removed  with  a  tow 
truck. 

Then  Laredo  police  converged  on  the 
trucks. 

“The  ones  that  attacked  my  truck 
broke  the  window  on  the  driver’s  side 
and  sprayed  Mace  in  the  driver’s  face,” 
Ms.  Walker  said.  “They  dragged  him  out 
of  the  truck  and  forced  him  to  the 
ground. 

"At  the  same  time  the  other  two  vehi¬ 
cles  were  attacked.  The  driver  in  the 
lead  truck  was  Maced  directly  into  the 
eyes.  The  drivers  were  blinded  for  about 
two  hours.” 

The  three  drivers,  along  with  five  oth¬ 
er  men,  were  arrested  and  charged  with 
misdemeanors  by  Laredo  police,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Ms.  Walker.  One  man  was  charged 
with  assault  because  he  pushed  an  offi¬ 
cer,  she  added. 

All  eight  are  scheduled  for  trial  Aug. 
22,  Ms.  Walker  said.  Convoy  organizers 
were  to  consider  their  next  move  at  a 
meeting  July  10.  Results  were  unavail¬ 
able  at  press  time. 

Joanne  Heisel,  a  staff  member  at  the 
convoy  office  in  Washington,  said  18  of 
the  original  37  vehicles  remain  in  the 
convoy,  along  with  40  “Convoyistas”  and 
10  of  the  initial  30  tons  of  humanitarian 
aid  for  Nicaragua. 

Two  vehicles  contributed  by  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  conference  are  with 
the  group. 

Two  United  Methodist  ministers,  the 
Rev.  Eric  Swanfeldt  of  Uncasville,  Conn, 
and  the  Rev.  Jacob  Golden  of  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  have  left  the  convoy,  said  Ms. 
Walker. 

The  convoy,  stopped  while  attempting 
to  cross  the  border  June  15,  traveled  to 
Washington  to  protest  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment’s  decision  to  enforce  a  1985  trade 
embargo.  U.S.  Customs  officials  last 
month  told  participants  the  vehicles 
couldn’t  be  delivered  because  of  a  U.S. 
trade  embargo  of  that  country. 

The  convoy  began  its  return  journey 
from  Washington  June  29. 
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1987  totals, 
gains,  losses 


North  Central  Jurisdiction 

Central  Illinois 
Detroit 
East  Ohio 


Iowa 

Minnesota 
North  Dakota 
North  Indiana 
Northern  Illinois 
South  Dakota 
South  Indiana 
Southern  Illinois 
West  Michigan 
West  Ohio 
Wisconsin 


159.535 

120.856 

218.233 

225.912 

113.973 

20.338 

133.615 

146.289 

35.371 

149,602 

58,094 

85.932 

329.130 

125.012 


Northestern  Jurisdiction 


Baltimore 
Central  Pa. 
Eastern  Pa. 

Maine 

New  Hampshire 

New  York 
North  Central  N  Y. 
Northern  N.J. 

Peninsula 


229.718 

187.402 

150.157 

29.736 

17.404 

163.096 

103.238 

58.376 

98.580 


3.264 

-2.301 

-4.604 

-4.572 

-700 

•391 

-2.311 

-1.861 

-411 

-2.663 

-940 

-1,298 

-5.278 

-1.948 


-2.063 

-1.478 

-1.033 


-2.340 

-1,647 

-941 


Puerto  Rico 

9.506 

-  209 

S  New  England 

72.992 

-151 

Southern  N.J 

84.696 

-633 

Troy 

73.456 

-1.104 

West  Virginia 

146.398 

-3.930 

Western  N  Y 

70.709 

•1.051 

Western  Pa. 

219.369 

-2.397 

Wyoming 

71.246 

-403 

South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Central  Texas 

133.128 

+  1.386 

Kansas  East 

84.190 

-1.427 

Kansas  West 

109.645 

-2.543 

Little  Rock 

73,881 

-324 

Louisiana 

136.644 

-1.132 

Missouri  East 

90,848 

-2,116 

Missouri  West 

117.977 

-1.055 

Nebraska 

116,286 

-1.888 

New  Mexico 

60.505 

-1.178 

North  Arkansas 

86.644 

+  21 

North  Texas 

151,486 

-827 

Northwest  Texas 

83.603 

-1.203 

Oklahoma 

248.555 

+  725 

Okla.  Indian 

8.713 

+  128 

Rio  Grande 

14.648 

Southwest  Texas 

108.399 

-911 

Texas 

274.808 

+  1.407 

Southeastern  Jurisdiction 

Ala.-W.FIa. 

130.819 

-352 

Florida 

341,997 

+  2.325 

Holston 

178.990 

-1,769 

Kentucky 

77.911 

-281 

Louisville 

90,128 

-1.319 

Memphis 

97.144 

-1.627 

Mississippi 

115.673 

-1.033 

North  Alabama 

172.257 

-1.048 

North  Carolina 

217.235 

+  885 

North  Georgia 

263.673 

+  3.725 

North  Mississippi 

73.876 

-765 

Red  Bird 

1.325 

+  4 

South  Carolina 

245.003 

+  755 

South  Georgia 

147,014 

288 

Tennessee 

113.659 

-152 

Virginia 

357.929 

-1,238 

Western  N.C.  275.952 

Western  Jurisdiction 

•60 

Alaska 

3.661 

-64 

Calif  -Nevada 

95.124 

-997 

Calif. -Pacific 

130.237 

-1,241 

Desert  Southwest 

50.818 

+  855 

Oregon-ldaho 

47.451 

-761 

Pacific  Northwest 

77.138 

-1.462 

Rocky  Mountain 

86,702 

•1.214 

Yellowstone 

21.570 

-796 

9.021,217 

+  12,729-82.977 
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United  Methodist  membership  drops  by  70,000 

Rv  nmim  ac  i?  n  *  mvon  ..  *  * 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Beginning  with  its  formation  in  1968, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  has  never 
reported  an  annual  net  membership  in¬ 
crease. 

Unofficial  figures  for  1987  indicate 
that  this  trend  continued  for  the  19th 
year. 

The  denomination's  lay  membership  in 
the  United  States  stood  at  9.02  million  at 
the  close  of  1987.  down  more  than  70,000 
from  1986  and  almost  2  million  from  1968. 

The  1987  total,  which  doesn’t  include 
some  38.000  ordained  ministers  or 
800,000  United  Methodists  overseas,  is 
based  on  unofficial  reports  from  the  73 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States. 
Those  reports  were  published  in  “New- 
scope,"  weekly  newsletter  from  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

Official  figures  are  expected  from  the 
General  Council  on  Finance  and  Admin- 
istration  later  this  year. 

The  net  membership  decline  means 
the  size  of  the  average  United  Methodist 
congregation  in  the  United  States  slipped 
last  year  from  241  to  239. 

The  70,000  loss  for  1987  matched  the  0.8 
percent  annual  rate  of  decline  that  the  de¬ 
nomination  has  experienced  in  the  United 
States  since  1984.  That  was  the  same  year 
the  General  Conference,  the  church’s  high¬ 
est  policymaking  body,  established  a  goal 
of  20  million  members  by  1992. 

The  current  rate  of  decline  is  greater 
than  the  0.6  percent  annual  net  losses  re¬ 
corded  between  1980  and  1983.  But  the 
rate  is  about  the  same  as  the  church  re¬ 
ported  for  1976  through  1979. 

Between  1968  and  1975,  the  rate  of  an¬ 
nual  net  membership  losses  ran  more 
than  1  percent. 

14  conferences  report  gains 

During  1987,  14  annual  conferences  re¬ 
ported  net  membership  gains.  That  com¬ 
pares  to  15  in  1986. 

The  North  Georgia  conference  led  the 
list  of  growing  areas  for  the  fourth 


straight  year.  It  reported  a  net  increase  of 
3,725  members,  a  1. 4-percent  jump. 

The  Florida  conference  placed  second 
with  a  net  increase  of  2,325  (0.7  percent). 

The  Puerto  Rico  conference  recorded 
the  highest  rate  of  membership  increase 
during  1987—2.2  percent.  The  Desert 
Southwest  conference  placed  second 
with  a  1. 7-percent  rise. 

The  North  Arkansas  conference  re¬ 
ported  its  first  net  membership  gain  in 

13  years  during  1987—21. 

Ohio  shows  sharpest  drop 

At  the  other  extreme,  the  West  Ohio 
conference  suffered  the  largest  net 
membership  loss  during  1987—5,278  (— 
1.6  percent). 

The  East  Ohio  conference  reported  the 
second  largest  net  loss  —4,604  (—2.1  per¬ 
cent). 

The  Iowa  conference,  which  had  re¬ 
corded  the  biggest  annual  losses  from 
1984  through  1986,  registered  the  third 
largest  net  membership  decline  for 
1987—4,572  (—2.1  percent). 

Twelve  of  the  73  U.S.  annual  confer¬ 
ences  reported  net  losses  of  2,300  or 
more.  Those  12  accounted  for  57.5  per¬ 
cent  of  the  70,000  membership  drop. 

Annual  conferences  in  the  Sun  Belt 
continued  to  dominate  the  list  of  growth 
areas,  as  they  have  for  more  than  a  de¬ 
cade.  But  two  Northeastern  confer¬ 
ences— New  Hampshire  and  Peninsula- 
reported  net  membership  gains  for  the 
second  straight  year. 

No  region  shows  growth 

Nevertheless,  not  one  of  the  church’s 
five  geographic  U.S.  jurisdictions  record¬ 
ed  a  net  membership  increase. 

The  nine-state  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  heart  of  the  old  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  South,  saw  the  smallest  net 
loss— 2,238  (—0.007  percent).  Five  of  the 

14  “growth  conferences”  for  1987  are  in 
that  region. 

The  nine-state  North  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  stronghold  of  the  old  Methodist 


'£e  14  Uni,ed  Methodist  annual  conferences  in  the  United  States  that  showed  net  gains  in  mem- 
bership  during  1987.  For  growth  totals,  see  the  chart  at  left. 


Episcopal  Church,  showed  the  greatest 
rate  of  decline— 1.5  percent.  Seven  of  the 
12  conferences  reporting  the  biggest  net 
losses  are  in  that  region. 

Membership  fell  in  the  Western  Juris¬ 
diction  1.1  percent,  in  the  Northeastern 
Jurisdiction  1  percent  and  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  0.6  percent. 


Annual  conferences  concentrate  on  nominees, 
AIDS,  Africa  University,  social  action  issues 


The  unofficial  1987  membership  total 
returns  the  denomination  to  the  com¬ 
bined  sizes  of  the  Methodist,  Evangelical 
and  United  Brethren  in  Christ  churches 
between  1945  and  1946. 

The  Evangelical  and  United  Brethren 
churches  merged  in  1947  with  about 
720.000  U.S.  members. 


U.S.  membership  in  the  Methodist  and 
Evangelical  United  Brethren  churches 
reached  its  peak  in  1964.  Then  the  total 
was  11.05  million  (more  than  10.3  million 
Methodists  and  about  723,000  EUBs). 

When  the  two  denominations  merged 
to  form  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968,  membership  stood  at  10.99  million. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

In  addition  to  tallying  their  member¬ 
ship  gains  and  losses  (see  related  story 
and  chart),  United  Methodist  annual  con¬ 
ferences  had  elections  on  their  agendas 
during  their  1988  sessions. 

Nominating  favorite  daughters  and 
sons  for  bishop  was  a  top  agenda  item  in 
at  least  52  of  the  73  conferences. 

At  least  12— possibly  16— slots  for 
bishop  were  to  be  filled  in  the  five  re¬ 
gions  of  the  church  in  the  United  States 
and  Puerto  Rico  during  jurisdictional 
conferences  July  12-16. 

Of  those  ministers  endorsed  for  the 
episcopacy  by  annual  conferences,  three 
were  women,  and  10  were  ethnic-minor¬ 
ity  candidates,  including  six  blacks,  one 
Hispanic  and  three  Asian  Americans. 

In  other  business,  at  least  21  confer- 
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GAZA— A  wounded  Palestinian  child  receives  medical  attention  at  Arab 
Ahli  Hospital.  This  facility  receives  funds  from  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  through  the  Advance. 

Hospital  helps  Arab  families 

m 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  Christian  hospital  that  assists  Pales¬ 
tinian  refugees  has  been  designated  an 
emergency  project  of  United  Method¬ 
ism's  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  60-bed  Arab  Ahli  (Family)  Hospi¬ 
tal  in  Gaza  is  the  only  Christian  medical 
facility  in  a  primarily  Moslem  area.  Sup¬ 
ported  by  the  United  Methodist  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Relief  and  the  Middle  East 
Council  of  Churches,  Arab  Ahli  serves  all 
people— Christians,  Moslems  and  Jews. 

The  Gaza  Strip  is  a  Mediterranean 
costal  area  between  Egypt  and  Israel.  Is¬ 
raeli  troops  captured  the  area  from 
Egypt  during  the  Six-Day  War  of  1967. 

About  65  percent  of  the  population 
consists  of  Palestinian  refugees  who  fled 
to  the  area  and  surrounding  countries  af¬ 
ter  the  1948  Arab-Israeli  War. 

Since  December,  Palestinians  have  in¬ 
creased  their  protests  against  Israeli  mili¬ 
tary  occupation.  With  the  increase  in 
protests  has  come  an  increase  in  violence. 

Many  casualties  from  these  protests 
are  treated  at  Arab  Ahli  Hospital.  Most 
are  Palestinians. 

Beth  Heisey  Kuttab,  a  consultant  on  the 
Middle  East  crisis  for  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  relief  committee,  described  the  work  of 
this  hospital  in  a  publication  from  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

"A  delegation  of  physicians  from  the 
United  States  recently  visited  the  area, 
and  they  reported  that  some  hospitals 
are  being  required  to  handle  up  to  50 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


/CMNCE  No  gift  too  small 


times  their  normal  load  and  that  there  is 
great  demand  for  emergency  treatment 
and  blood,"  she  said. 

"Since  Gaza  has  been  particularly 
hard  hit,  the  few  hospitals  there  are 
heavily  utilized.” 

Last  spring,  relief  committee  direc¬ 
tors  approved  $10,000  for  emergency 
needs  at  Arab  Ahli.  The  committee  gave 
another  $5,000  in  January  through 
Church  World  Service,  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  relief  agency. 

Gifts  to  support  Arab  Ahli  Hospital 
may  be  sent  via  the  annual  conference 
treasurer  and  designated  for  Advance 
project  “Palestine  Refugee  Program,” 
No.  601727-5. 


ences  took  action  related  to  Acquired 
Immune  Deficiency  Syndrome,  most 
calling  for  churches  to  establish  minis¬ 
tries  for  people  with  AIDS  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies. 

Sixteen  conferences  celebrated  expan¬ 
sion  of  black,  Hispanic,  Asian  and  Native 
American  United  Methodist  churches 
and  unveiled  plans  for  further  growth 
among  ethnic-minority  constituents. 

A  call  for  more  interracial  under¬ 
standing  and  deploring  pervasive  institu¬ 
tional  racism  prompted  resolutions  by  16 
conferences. 

Apartheid,  South  Africa’s  system  of  le¬ 
gally  sanctioned  racial  segregation,  waf 
discussed  at  13  conference  sessions. 

Several  bodies  endorsed  a  boycott  of 
Royal  Dutch/Shell  Oil  products.  The 
1988  General  Conference  approved  the 

Two  bishops 
back  sanctions 
for  S.  Africa 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— United  Methodist 
bishops  from  Kansas  and  West  Virginia, 
top  elected  officials  respectively  of  the 
denomination’s  national  mission  arm 
and  its  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety,  added  their  voices  recently  to 
those  of  a  score  of  other  religious  leaders 
and  top  political  figures  calling  for  pas¬ 
sage  by  Congress  of  tough  economic 
sanctions  against  South  Africa. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  of  Topeka, 
Kan.,  and  Bishop  William  B.  Grove  of 
Charleston,  W.Va.,  spoke  during  a  rally 
at  the  U.S.  Capitol  marking  the  12th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  death  of  hundreds  of 
schoolchildren  at  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment  troops  in  Soweto. 

Other  speakers  included  the  Rev.  Pa¬ 
tricia  McClurg,  president  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches;  Episcopal  Bishop 
John  Walker  of  Washington;  U.S.  Sens. 
Edward  Kennedy  (D-Mass.)  and  Paul  Si¬ 
mon  (D-Ill.);  U.S.  Rep.  Ron  Dellums  (D- 
Calif.);  and  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson. 

The  rally  was  part  of  a  major  effort 
coordinated  by  the  Washington  Office  on 
Africa  in  support  of  what  is  known  as  the 
Dellums/Kennedy/Cranston  bill  calling 
for  imposition  of  comprehensive  sanc¬ 
tions  against  the  Botha  government. 

Bishop  Hicks  told  approximately  300 
persons  at  the  Capitol  that  apartheid 
"would  end  if  the  United  States,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  Great  Britain,  France,  West 
Germany,  Switzerland  and  Japan  would 
impose  and  enforce”  sanctions. 

He  said  that  both  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  World  Methodist  Council 
support  such  a  move. 

“We  decry  the  escalating  violence  of 
the  government  of  South  Africa,”  the 
head  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries’  National  Division  said. 

“In  the  name  of  the  God  of  justice, 
apartheid  must  end.”  Bishop  Grove  said 
the  "ruthless  Soweto  massacre  reminds 
us  of  the  lack  of  action  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try,”  and  the  remembrance  offers  a 
“handle  of  hope”  for  “freedom  of  all  in 
South  Africa."  Bishop  Grove  is  president 
of  the  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

"We  have  abandoned  the  fields  of  free¬ 
dom,”  he  asserted,  “and  we  are  walking 
hand  in  hand  with  the  wrong  friends."  In¬ 
stead  of  supporting  apartheid,  he  called 
on  the  United  States  to  offer  a  “hand  of 
freedom”  to  South  Africans. 

The  1988  General  Conference  said  a 
belief  in  racial  superiority  is  totally  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  gospel,  racism  is  a 
sin,  and  apartheid  is  heresy. 


boycott,  but  the  action  was  deferred 
pending  a  ruling  by  the  denomination’s 
"supreme  court”  on  whether  the  boycott 
is  legal. 

Central  America  and  immigration  is¬ 
sues  were  linked  in  resolutions  and  ac¬ 
tions  from  11  annual  conferences. 

Several  groups  criticized  U.S.  military 
intervention  in  the  war-ridden  region 
and  asked  for  United  Methodists  to  sup¬ 
port  peaceful  solutions  to  conflict  there. 

United  Methodism’s  first  university  in 
Africa,  which  got  a  $20-million  funding 
package  through  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  received  support  from  grass¬ 
roots  church  members  in  at  least  five 
annual  conferences. 

The  Iowa  conference  collected  $4,200, 
Memphis  $2,600  and  Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  $307  above  apportioned  giv¬ 
ing  for  the  school,  the  plans  for  which 
were  approved  in  May. 

The  Louisiana  conference  voted  to 
double  its  apportionment  for  the  univer¬ 
sity,  and  the  Tennessee  conference 
called  for  a  full-scale  publicity  and  fund¬ 
raising  effort  to  support  the  fledgling  in¬ 
stitution. 

In  other  issues  11  conferences  took 
measures  to  defeat  legalized  gambling  in 
their  regions.  Eight  tackled  alcohol  and 
drug  abuse.  Six  denounced  pornography. 
Five  resolved  to  help  alleviate  hunger 
and/or  homelessness.  Four  opposed  capi¬ 
tal  punishment.  Two  condemned  liberal 
handgun  laws.  Two  expressed  concern 
for  people  affected  by  the  rural  crisis, 
and  at  least  one  called  on  President  Rea¬ 
gan  to  sign  a  bill  granting  redress  to  Jap¬ 
anese  Americans  sent  to  relocation 
camps  during  World  War  n. 


the  church  today 


UM  bishop  hails  court  ruling  on 
PLO  mission  at  United  Nations 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)-A  federal  court 
ruling  that  the  Palestine  Liberation  Or¬ 
ganization  does  not  have  to  close  its  ob¬ 
server  mission  to  the  United  Nations  has 
been  hailed  by  United  Methodist  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White. 

The  decision  by  Judge  Edmund  Pal- 
mieri  in  Federal  District  Court  in  Manhat¬ 
tan  was  the  result  of  a  U.S.  government 
lawsuit  seeking  to  close  the  mission. 

Bishop  White  (New  York  Area)  said 
the  decision  was  “a  victory  for  treaty  ob¬ 
ligations  of  the  United  States.”  He  added 
that  the  U.S.  government  must  learn  it 
can’t  turn  its  back  on  international  law 
and  World  Court  rulings. 

U.S.  officials  sought  to  close  the  mis¬ 
sion  under  an  anti-terrorism  law  passed 
by  Congress  last  year. 


Churches  win  12-year  suit 
to  avoid  ‘downtown  tax’ 

SYRACUSE,  N  Y.  (UMNS)— First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Syracuse  has 
won  a  12-year-old  lawsuit  which  contend¬ 
ed  that  a  special  downtown  tax  had  been 
assessed  illegally. 

The  church  was  joined  in  the  action  by 
First  Gospel  Baptist  Church,  St.  Mary’s 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Catholic  Dio¬ 
cese  of  Syracuse. 

The  city  began  assessing  downtown 
property  owners  with  a  special  tax  in 
1976.  The  assessment  was  based  on  a 
1975  state  law  which  allowed  funds  to  be 
collected  for  capital  improvements  and 


their  maintenance  and  operation. 

However,  Justice  Thomas  J.  Murphy 
of  the  New  York  Supreme  Court  ruled  in 
June  that  the  city’s  Downtown  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  collected  the  tax,  “has  not  un¬ 
dertaken  construction  of  any  capital 
improvements  or  facilities.” 

Women’s  status  staff  member 
joining  treasury  agency 

EVANSTON,  ILL.  (UMNS)-Geneva 
Harton-Dalton,  a  member  of  the  secre¬ 
tariat  of  the  United  Methodist  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  for 
the  past  three  years,  has  been  named  as¬ 
sistant  general  secretary  for  administra¬ 
tive  services  of  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  in  Evanston, 
the  denomination’s  chief  fiscal  agency,, 
effective  Aug.  1. 

She  succeeds  the  Rev.  John  F.  Nor¬ 
wood,  who  retired  June  30. 

Postal  Service  helps  church 
celebrate  Aldersgate  event 

LEE’S  SUMMIT,  Mo.  (UMR)— A  spe¬ 
cial  “Aldersgate  Anniversary  Station” 
was  established  by  the  U.S.  Postal  Ser¬ 
vice  at  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lee’s  Summit  recently  to 
mark  the  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  “heartwarming  experience”  in  Lon¬ 
don  in  1738. 

Letters  were  hand-stamped  by  a  post¬ 
al  employee  from  3  p.m.  to  7  p.m.  at  the 
church.  Following  the  four-hour  cancel¬ 
lation,  a  worship  service  to  mark  the  ex¬ 
act  hour  of  Wesley’s  experience  (8:45 
p.m.)  was  held  by  the  Rev.  Gene  Cole, 
pastor  of  the  church. 


CLASSIFIED 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST  IN  HAWAII  with  Method¬ 

ist  family  in  quiet  residential  district.  Minutes  to 
beach  and  Honolulu.  Phone  (808)  261-5616. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  EDUCATION.  2  500- 

member,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Ocala, 
FL  Full-time  position.  Resume  needs  to  reveal  a 

proved  in  advance. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  20  hours  week 

$100.  Teach  Sunday  school,  visitation,  ministering 
to  youth.  Frostproof  Methodist,  (813)  635-3107, 
Frostproof,  FL. 

person  with  strong  organizational,  leadership, 
communication  and  spiritual  attributes  shared 
with  enthusiasm.  Salary  negotiable.  Rev.  David  T 
Brewer^  FUMC, _1 126  E.  Silver  Springs  Blvd., 

TEXAS  MINISTERS  GOLF  TOURNAMENT,  Aug. 

1-2  at  Wood  Crest  Country  Club.  Grand  Prairie, 
near  Six  Flags.  Great  golf,  fellowship.  Three  tro¬ 
phies  per  flight.  New  Oldsmobile  for  hole-in-one. 
Prizes  for  close  to  pins  and  long  drives.  Shotgun  36 
holes  on  Monday.  Final  round,  shotgun  start.  Tues¬ 
day  morning.  Award  luncheon.  Total  cost  $65.  Tex¬ 
as  Clergy  Golf  Chairman,  Don  Dendy,  Park  Cities 
Baptist  for  brochure /information.  (214)  369-8211  or 

MINISTER  TO  YOUTH  (YOUTH  DIRECTOR). 

Like  to  stay  in  the  metroplex?  800-member  church 
would  like  to  talk  to  you.  Part-time  now,  requiring 
a  minimum  of  20  hours  a  week.  Ability  to  recruit 
not  only  youth  but  adult  counselors  as  well.  Call 
for  appointment  (214)  272-4455.  Salary  negotiable. 

ATTENTION  YOUTH  MINISTERS!  Bring  your 

youth  group  for  a  weekend  or  a  week  to  beautiful 
Panama  City  Beach,  FL.  Rent  a  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo,  which  sleeps  8,  at  Gulf  Highlands  Beach  Re- 

(214)  241-8351.  Limited  to  120  players. 

FULL-TIME  PERSON  TO  DIRECT  MINISTRIES 

groups.  Call  (800)  826-1442  for  additional  informa- 

HATTIESBURG,  MS,  MAIN  STREET  UNITED 

Methodist  Church:  1,500  members  in  downtown, 
growing  University  community  Seeking  Minister 
(Director)  of  Music/Christian  Education.  Excellent 
salary  potential  for  person  qualified  in  both  areas 
(will  consider  separate  person  for  both  jobs).  Ex- 

for  youth  and  coordinate  family-life-center  minis- 

tion. 

First  United  Methodist  Giurch  of  Grapevine,  TX, 
located  between  Dallas  and  Fort  Worth.  Clergy  or 
lay.  Salary  negotiable.  Immediate  opening.  Con¬ 
tact:  Larry  Van  Zile,  422  Church  St..  Grapevine. 
TX  76051. 

IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  A  NEAR-perfect  re¬ 

tirement  community  and  an  active  Methodist 
church,  call  or  write  Oscar  Wilkie,  Pastor,  for  a 
big  free  package  of  information  about  Sulphur  in 
South  Central  Oklahoma.  (405)  622-3325,  1130  W. 

music  ministry  Good  potential,  excellent  facili¬ 
ties.  Submit  resume  to  Rev  J  Willard  Leggett. 
Box  1009,  Hattiesburg.  MS  39401.  (601)  582-5557. 

DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  in  youth 
ministry  position  available  for  1,600-member 
church.  Send  resume:  Sr.  Pastor,  1st  UMC,  P.O. 

PETIT  JEAN  MT  .  ARK  SPACIOUS  furnished 

house  on  13  acres,  sleeps  12.  Near  auto  museum, 
Winrock,  state  park.  $50/2,  each  additional  person 

THE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHILDREN’S  HOME 

Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM  88202. 

of  Jackson.  MS,  a  licensed,  multi-service,  residen¬ 
tial  child-caring  facility  related  to  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  is  seeking  applicants  for  the  po¬ 
sition  of  Executive  Director  to  be  filled  effective 
Jan.  1.  1989.  Letters  of  application,  with  resumes 
indicating  names  and  addresses  of  references, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 
Ministries  for  1,000  +  member  congregation  in 
growing  community,  located  in  one  of  most  beauti¬ 
ful  Florida  gulf  cities;  salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Robert  Fox,  First  UMC, 
388  First  Ave.  South,  Naples,  FL  33940. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC.  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981 

should  be  addressed  to  Board  President  Joe  Wro- 
ten.  P.O  Box  36,  Jackson.  MS  39205  After  July  23. 
all  correspondence  should  be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  100, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0100.  References  must  include 
the  pastor's  name,  or  name  of  the  District  Superin¬ 
tendent  if  the  applicant  is  a  minister,  current  or 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  Director  of  Christian  Education  with 
emphasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev. 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville.  OK  74005. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

Keller  s  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals  all 
for  $22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete- 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507. 

employee  of  applicant,  and  two  additional  related 
child-care  or  human  resources  co-workers  who  are 
non-family  members.  Applicants  must  have  an  ad- 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  NURTURE:  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Elizabethtown, 
PA,  is  in  search  of  a  creative,  resourceful  person 

vanced  degree  from  an  accredited  program  of  so¬ 
cial  work  education  or  an  advanced  degree  from 
an  accredited  academic  program  in  another  field 
of  human  service,  with  progressively  responsible 

for  a  newly  created  position  to  work  on  a  team 
consisting  of  a  senior  pastor,  youth  pastor,  and  di¬ 
rector  of  music  in  the  areas  of  Christian  education 
and  evangelism  of  a  1.300-member  church.  Salary 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Gasses:  9:30  am.  Wor¬ 
ship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

services  for  individuals,  families  and  children  or  in 
another  field  directly  related  to  the  service  being 
provided  Special  consideration  will  be  given  to 
persons  with  successful  experience  in  public  rela- 
tions.  church  relations  and  fund  raising.  Applicants 
must  also  be  persons  of  integrity,  high  moral  char- 

submit  resume  to:  The  Rev.  Frank  A.  Nickel  Jr, 

St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church,  N.  Spruce  & 
Oak  Streets,  Elizabethtown,  PA  17022.  Telephone 
(717)367-1889. 

WANTED:  Director  of  Children's  Ministries  for  spirit- 

filled  church.  Job  includes  Director  of  Nursery  and 
Pre-school  Program.  Must  be  state  certified  for 
childcare  Director's  position.  Send  resume  and  refer¬ 
ences  to  the  Rev.  Carl  E  Westbrook,  Saint  Mark's 
United  Methodist  Church,  3310  N.  Ben  Jordan.  Vic¬ 
toria.  TX  77901. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  (DCE) 
needed  for  growing  downtown  church.  Responsibil- 

Church.  Applicants  must  indicate  salary  require¬ 
ment. 

church  school  program.  Send  resume  to  Dr  Richard 

W.  Rohrer.  500  W  Platt  St..  Tampa,  FL  33606. 

Dynamic  2100  member  church  seeks  Minister  of 

Families  and  Youth  to  continue  and  expand  a  highly- 
regarded  youth  program.  Successful  candidate  will 
combine  good  education  with  experience  in  family 
ministry,  counseling,  and  youth  programming  Nego¬ 
tiable  salary/benefit  package.  Send  resume  and  wlr- 
view  of  ministry  philosophy  to  the  Rev  Bruce 
Mitchell,  Trinity  UMC,  3200  Manatee  Avenue  West 
Bradenton.  FL  34205.  ' 

EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro- 

gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  Christian  Education  Director.  5501  S. 
Main.  Houston.  TX  77004 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  for  large  United  Methodist 
Church  in  growing  suburb  of  Dallas.  Exciting  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  strong  musician  who  loves  the  Lord  Salary 
negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Paul  Morell,  FUMC. 

Box  110204.  Carrollton.  TX  75011. 
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bishop  Bill  Oden  Assigned  to  the  Louisiana  Area 


Louisiana’s  new  bishop  —  Bishop  Bill  Oden 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Youth  Choir  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Minden  performed  the 
musical  “Friends  Forever,”  with  their 
last  scheduled  performance  being  held  at 
the  Caney  Conference  Centre  on  July  21. 
The  group  made  stops  around  the  state 
including  their  own  church,  St.  Marks  in 
Monroe  and  Caney.  The  group  also  took 
their  musical  to  First  UMC  of  Pitts¬ 
burgh,  Texas.  The  director  of  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  at  Minden  is  Jay  Waalk. 

Mr.  Terrel  DeVille,  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  was  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  churches  in  Port  Barre  and  New 
Roads  this  past  spring.  DeVille  discussed 
the  churches’  relationship  to  and  need  of 
the  Good  Samaritan  Ministries,  such  as 
the  Children’s  Home,  the  Methodist 
Home,  Lafon  Home,  Peoples  Community 
Center  and  Pendleton  Memorial  Hospi¬ 
tal.  The  key  point  that  Good  Samaritan 
institutions  are  not  an  extension  of  a  lo¬ 
cal  church,  but  in  fact  is  the  ministry  of 


local  churches  was  made.  Rev.  Howard 
Hudson  is  pastor  at  First  Church  in  New 
Roads  and  Port  Barre  UMC. 

*  *  * 

The  First  UMC  in  Jennings  celebrated 
their  100th  Anniversary  on  the  annual 
Heritage  Sunday  held  in  April.  Time  was 
spent  reminiscing  and  visiting  with  old 
friends,  pastors  and  family.  A  group  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  entire  congregation  was  tak¬ 
en  following  the  worship  service  and  a 
covered  dish  luncheon  was  served. 

•  •  • 

The  Women  of  St.  Matthew  UMC  in 
Algiers  recently  held  their  annual  Wom¬ 
en’s  Day.  The  program  was  well  attend¬ 
ed  and  reported  to  be  a  great  success. 
The  chairpersons  for  this  event  were 
Yvonne  Cato,  Katherine  Roeshawn  and 
Doris  Turnley.  These  women  are  com¬ 
mended  for  their  hard  work.  The  Church 
Men  at  St.  Matthews  are  planning  and 
preparing  for  their  Men’s  Day  program. 
The  pastor  at  St.  Matthews  is  Rev. 
William  Jones. 


SPECIAL  MUSICAL  —  Twenty-two  children  in  Junior  Choir  of  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  Bastrop  presented  the  third  annual  spring  musical,  “Come  on  Over  to 
My  Backyard.”  Choir  members  wore  “Backyard  Gang”  t-shirts  with  custom  de¬ 
signed  logo  by  Joni  Noble.  Sarah  Green  is  the  choir  director  and  the  artistic  back¬ 
drop  was  provided  by  Gloria  Bell  and  Ginny  Case.  Many  others  were  involved  in  the 
activities.  The  goal  of  the  Junior  Choir  was  to  provide  fun  and  fellowship  and  to 
serve  others  in  faithful  witness  through  music.  Rev.  Ray  Rolon  Spiller  is  the  pastor. 

Republican  National  Convention 
Ecumenical  Prayer  Breakfast  Set 


The  1988  Ecumenical  Prayer  Break¬ 
fast  will  be  held  at  the  New  Orleans  Con¬ 
vention  center  on  Tuesday,  August  16.  at 
7:30  a.m. 

World  renowned  musicians,  like  Ron¬ 
nie  Kole,  Aaron  Neville  and  Pete  Foun¬ 
tain  will  perform.  The  program  will  also 
feature  choirs  composed  of  members  of 
the  churches  and  community  singing 
groups  from  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
Metropolitan  area,  accompanied  by  sev¬ 
eral  members  of  the  New  Orleans  Phil¬ 
harmonic  Symphony.  These  groups  will 
perform  sacred,  gospel  and  patriotic  mu¬ 
sic  in  grand  New  Orleans  style. 

President  and  Mrs.  Reagan,  as  well  as 


Vice  President  and  Mrs.  Bush,  have  been 
invited  to  attend.  This  year’s  Committee 
Chairman  is  Mickey  Barthelemy,  wife  of 
New  Orleans  mayor  Sidney  Barthelemy. 
This  is  the  only  major  Convention  func¬ 
tion  that  the  public  will  be  able  to  attend. 
It  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  and  exciting  events  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  1988  Republican  National 
Convention. 

Tickets  may  be  purchased  in  advance 
by  calling  Ticketmaster,  (1-800-535-5151) 
or  the  Welcoming  Committee,  (504-762- 
9500).  The  Prayer  Breakfast  is  tradition¬ 
ally  one  of  the  most  well  attended 
Convention  events. 


During  the  past  few  months,  three  im¬ 
portant  conferences  have  taken  place 
and  are  over  for  another  four  years.  Of 
course,  we  will  be  in  Shreveport  next 
year  for  Annual  Conference  as  usual. 

But  the  big  news  for  Louisiana  comes 
out  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  which  was  held  July  12-15  at 
the  Marriott  Hotel  in  New  Orleans, 
where  the  Louisiana  Area  was  assigned  a 
new  bishop. 

Bishop  William  B.  “Bill”  Oden  has 
been  assigned  to  serve  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  His  consecration  was  held 
Friday,  July  15  during  a  standing-room 
only  service  held  at  the  St.  Louis  Cathe¬ 
dral  in  the  French  Quarter. 

He  was  elected  on  the  fifth  ballot, 
needing  195  votes  and  receiving  245. 

William  Bryant  Oden  was  born  August 
3,  1935  in  McAllen,  Texas.  He  grew  up  in 
Shawnee,  Oklahoma  where  he  graduated 
from  high  school  in  1953.  After  complet¬ 
ing  an  undergraduate  degree  at  Oklaho¬ 


ma  State  University  in  philosophy,  he 
earned  the  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  Harvard  University  in  1961  and  the 
Doctor  of  Theology  degree  from  Boston 
University  in  1964. 

Before  his  appointment  to  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Enid,  Oklahoma 
in  1983,  he  served  as  pastor  for  Crown 
Heights  in  Oklahoma  City  (1976-83),  St. 
Stephen’s  in  Norman,  Okla.  (1969-76),  and 
Aldersgate  in  Oklahoma  City  (1963-69). 

Prior  to  becoming  bishop  of  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference.  Dr.  Oden  was  the 
chairperson  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  and  previ¬ 
ously  chaired  the  Oklahoma  Conference 
Boards  of  Evangelism  and  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation.  Other  Conference  leadership  has 
included  chairing  the  Commission  on 
Structure  and  the  Task  Force  on  Minis¬ 
try  to  Ministers.  He  has  also  served  as 
the  Dean  of  Ministers’  Week. 

Since  1980,  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education 


and  Ministry.  He  has  served  for  the  last 
four  years  on  the  faculty  to  train  new 
district  superintendents  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism. 

Bishop  Oden  is  the  author  of  three 
books:  “Wordeed:  Evangelism  in  Bibli¬ 
cal/ Wesleyean  Perspective,”  “Liturgy  as 
Life- Journey,"  and  "Oklahoma  Method¬ 
ism  in  the  Twentieth  Century.”  He  has 
also  been  a  contributor  to  a  number  of 
journals  and  devotional  guides,  including 
"Quarterly  Review,”  “Upper  Room  Dis¬ 
ciplines,"  and  “Alive  Now."  He  is  on  the 
faculty  of  Phillips  Graduate  Seminary, 
teaching  courses  in  preaching,  worship 
and  spiritual  formation.  He  has  been 
speaker  for  numerous  conferences,  min¬ 
isters’  weeks,  and  lectureships,  including 
the  Jurisdictional  School  of  Christian 
Mission,  Jackson  Lecturer  at  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  and  Visiting  Preach¬ 
er  for  Boston  University  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy. 

Bishop  Oden  served  on  the  Governor’s 


Blue  Ribbon  Commission  on  Govern¬ 
ment  Reform,  co-chairing  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  City-State  Government  Relations. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  two  United  Methodist 
Colleges:  Oklahoma  City  University, 
which  awarded  him  an  honorary  degree 
in  1980  and  Southwestern  College  in  Win¬ 
field,  Kansas. 

He  is  married  to  Marilyn  Brown  Oden, 
the  author  of  three  Abingdon  books,  in¬ 
cluding  "The  Courage  to  Care.”  The 
Odens  have  four  children. 

Balloting  for  the  election  of  new  bish¬ 
ops  began  Wednesday,  July  13  and  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  vacancies  were  filled 
Assignment  decisions  went  on  until  late 
hours  on  Thursday  night. 

Other  happenings  during  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in¬ 
cluded  the  giving  of  reports  from  the 
various  committees  as  well  as  presenta¬ 
tions  from  the  various  institutions  found 
within  the  bounds  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction. 


United  Methodist  Foundation  Publicizes  Work  Across  Louisiana 


August  has  been  designated  as  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodist  Foundation  Month 
by  the  Annual  Conference. 

Mrs.  Patsy  Barnes,  Director  of  Devel¬ 
opment,  realizing  the  impossible  task  of 
one  person  getting  to  over  580  churches 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  Foundation;  has 
organized  the  state  into  three  areas  to 
help  publicize  the  work  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion. 

Judge  William  F.  Kline  Jr.,  with  the 
help  of  Irwin  Felps,  are  the  leaders  of 
South  Louisiana,  Joanne  White  has  the 
Central  Louisiana  area  and  Marcus  Wren 
has  the  North  Louisiana  area. 

A  number  of  meetings  have  been  held 
in  recent  days  in  the  South  Louisiana 
area  with  Dan  Durham  II  giving  leader¬ 
ship  in  the  Hammond  area,  Nina  Pugh  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  area,  Jack  Drakejn  the 
Lafayette  area  and  John  E.  Bergstedt  In 
the  Lake  Charles  area. 

Two  hour  training  sessions  have  been 
held  with  lay  persons  being  trained  to  go 
into  local  churches  and  tell  how  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Methodist  Foundation  can  be  of 
service  to  all  Methodists,  as  well  as  the 
580  local  churches  and  institutions  of 
Louisiana  Methodism. 

This  is  a  tremendous  movement  being 
undertaken  by  some  very  committed  lay 
persons  of  Louisiana.  You  will  be  hear¬ 
ing  more  about  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation  story  in  coming 
weeks. 


New  Video 
Tapes  Available 
for  Youtb 
and  Adults 

The  Resource  Library  has  recently 
purchased  three  new  video  tapes  and 
all  are  available  from  the  Conference 
Office  at  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 

"Up  the  Elevator”  is  a  five  minute 
music  video  written  by  Gene  Cotton. 
The  words  to  this  song  help  youth  look 
at  the  priorities  in  their  lives.  Some¬ 
times  there  are  issues  which  are  im¬ 
portant  to  society  which  do  not  hold 
lasting  meaning.  “Up  the  Elevator” 
helps  look  at  the  purpose  and  mean¬ 
ing  in  life.  A  discussion  guide  is  avail¬ 
able. 

"Crush,”  another  new  video,  looks 
at  the  issue  of  the  homeless  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  15-minute  video  documents 
the  life  of  one  middle-aged  couple 
who  live  beneath  an  interstate  bridge. 
In  this  video,  viewers  will  be  able  to 
gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the 
plight  of  the  homeless  which  might 
attack  some  stereotypes.  It  would  be 
appropriate  for  youth  and  adults,  as 
well  as  with  some  older  children.  A 
discussion  guide  is  also  available. 

"Cotton  Patch  Gospel”  is  a  south¬ 
ern  adaptation  of  the  life  of  Jesus.  It 
follows  the  Biblical  account  in  mean¬ 
ing,  but  using  modern  locations  and 
language.  The  dialogue  is  written  by 
Tom  Key,  who  is  also  the  narrator  in 
the  video,  with  music  by  the  late  Har¬ 
ry  Chapin.  It  is  a  delightful  way  to 
hear  the  gospel  story  in  a  new  and  re¬ 
freshing  way.  It  could  be  used  with 
adults,  youth  or  older  children.  The 
video  lasts  for  a  little  less  than  two 
hours. 


LEARNING  ABOUT  FOUNDATION  WORK  —  The  pictures  above  show  a  training  session  for  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
oundation  recently  held  in  a  local  church  in  South  Louisiana.  From  the  top,  clockwise,  interested  persons  watch  a  video  telling 
about  the  work  of  the  Foundation;  Judge  Billy  Kline  of  Clinton  UMC;  more  church  members  listening  intently  during  the  session 
and  Irwin  Felps  of  Blackwater  UMC. 


Pastor’s  School  Set  for  Shreveport,  August  1-4 


The  1988  Louisiana  Conference  Pas¬ 
tors'  School  will  be  held  at  Centenary 
College  in  Shreveport  from  August  1-4. 
The  dean  for  this  year’s  school  will  be 
Rev.  Van  Dickens  and  the  registrar  is 
Rev.  Hulen  Warren. 

The  theme  for  the  school  will  be 
"Preaching  for  Transformation,”  and 
there  are  four  exciting  members  of  the 
guest  faculty  who  will  be  lecturing  this 
year. 

Dr.  Zan  Wesley  Holmes  Jr.  is  the  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor  of  St.  Luke’s  “Community” 
United  Methodist  Church,  Dallas  and  As¬ 
sociate  Professor  of  Homiletics,  Perkins 
School  of  Theology,  SMU.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  degree  program  at  Perkins, 
Dr.  Holmes  has  taught  and  preached  reg¬ 
ularly  in  the  Perkins  Course  of  Study 
School  and  Continuing  Education  Semi¬ 
nars  for  pastors,  church  conferences  and 
churches  throughout  the  country. 

A  second  member  of  the  guest  faculty 
for  the  Pastors’  School  is  Dr.  James 
Armstrong.  Armstrong  is  Distinguished 
Visiting  Professor  of  Preaching  at  the 
Iliff  School  of  Theology,  University  of 
Denver.  A  former  bishop  in  the  Dakota 
areas,  Dr.  Armstrong  has  also  served  as 


President  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  in  the  USA  from  1982- 
83  and  is  the  author  of  numerous  publica¬ 
tions,  the  most  recent  of  which  is  From 
the  Underside:  Evangelism  from  a 
Third  World  Vantage  Point.  He  has  also 
led  seminars  and  workshops  on  preach¬ 
ing  and  the  Christian  ministry  through¬ 
out  the  United  States. 

Another  member  of  the  Pastors’ 
School  faculty  includes  Dr.  Virgil  P. 
Howard,  Associate  Director  of  the  Intern 
Program,  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 
Dr.  Howard  has  served  pastorates  in 
Iowa  and  Germany  and  has  written  nu¬ 
merous  publications  pertaining  to  the 
New  Testament  and  preaching.  He  has 
been  associated  with  Perkins  for  13 
years  and  teaches  regularly  in  the  de¬ 
gree  program  as  well  as  in  a  variety  of 
conference  and  local  church  seminars. 

Dr.  David  G.  Trickett,  a  member  of 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  is  the  fourth 
lecturer  for  Pastors’  School.  Dr.  Trickett 
is  presiding  Chaplain  and  Coordinator  of 
Religious  Activities,  Tulane  University 
and  Extraordinary  Professor  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Studies,  Loyola  University  in  New 
Orleans.  He  chairs  the  Commission  on 
Christian  Unity  and  Interreligious  Con¬ 


cerns  for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  serves  on  a  host  of  committees 
and  agencies  worldwide.  The  author  of 
dozens  of  publications,  Dr.  Trickett  is 
recognized  by  U.S.  News  and  World  Re¬ 
port  as  one  of  two  dozen  promising 
young  religious  leaders  in  the  United 
States. 

This  year’s  Pastors’  School  worship 
services  have  been  designed  by  the  Rev¬ 
erends  Ron  and  Kathy  Dauphin.  The 
preachers  for  each  service  are  from  the 
guest  faculty. 

Pastors’  School  is  sponsored  by  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  as  a  Continu¬ 
ing  Education  Event.  This  year  it  pro¬ 
vides  participation  hours  for  possible 
credit  of  two  CEU’s.  Two  important  re¬ 
quirements  must  be  met  to  receive  cred¬ 
it:  attendance  at  all  scheduled  events 
including  worship  and  a  written  evalua¬ 
tion/response  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
Those  desiring  credit  for  less  than  two 
CEU's  shall  consult  the  dean  on  the  first 
day. 

The  Pastors’  School  in  Shreveport 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  informa¬ 
tive  and  interesting  with  its  variety  of 
lecturers  on  the  program. 


Celebrating  Marriage’  Events  Planned  for  August 


"Celebrating  Marriage:  Growing  in 
Love”  is  the  official  marriage  enrich¬ 
ment  program  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  It  is  a  dynamic  event  designed  to 
strengthen  good  marriages. 

Small  group  activities,  worship  experi¬ 
ences  and  private  sharing  times  between 
spouses  help  couples  continue  growing  in 
their  commitment  to  each  other  and  to 
God.  Two  events  sponsored  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  will  be  held  at 


Mount  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas. 

The  first  will  be  for  clergy  on  August 
22-24  with  optional  leadership  training 
following  on  August  24-25.  The  second 
event  for  clergy  and  lay  will  be  held  on 
October  14-16,  with  an  optional  leader¬ 
ship  training  event  on  October  16-17. 
Cost  for  the  basic  event  is  $175  per  cou¬ 
ple  and  $100  per  couple  for  the  leader¬ 
ship  training,  plus  a  $45  certification  fee. 

For  further  information  and  applica¬ 


tions,  write  to:  Constance  Waddell, 
Mount  Sequoyah,  150  N.W.  Skyline  Dr.. 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701. 


Of  Special  Interest 
On  the  Inside  Pages 

Film  on  Christ’s  temptation: 
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How  long  has  it  been  since  you  heard  a 
sermon  about  God’s  judgment? 

A  United  Methodist  chaplain  in  the 
drought-stricken  midwest  is  preaching 
such  a  sermon  to  anyone  who  will  listen 
(see  UMR,  July  1). 

The  Rev.  J.  Brien  McGarvey  points 
out  that  the  drought  may  well  be  the  en¬ 
vironment’s  reaction  to  the  overuse  of 
fossil  fuels  and  other  ecologically  harm¬ 
ful  chemicals. 

Mr.  McGarvey  concludes  that  the 
drought  is  an  example  of  divide  judg¬ 
ment:  the  penalty  we  pay  for  willful, 
continued  disregard  of  God’s  laws,  in¬ 
cluding,  but  not  confined  to,  laws  per¬ 
taining  to  the  use  of  nature. 

People  need  to  revive  an  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  God’s  judgment,  he  says,  or  "we 
will  all  perish." 

This  disquieting  contention  carries 
some  important  reminders,  relevant  be¬ 
yond  the  drought,  about  the  needed  place 
of  God’s  judgment  in  human  life. 

Reminder  #1:  Much  contemporary 
‘happiness’’  thinking,  including  some 
forms  of  theology,  ignores  or  avoids  the 
reality  of  judgment. 

Yet,  just  as  scientists  caution  against 
practices  that  threaten  the  earth's  envi¬ 
ronment,  the  Scriptures  warn  against 
harmful  moral  behavior  that  will  result 
in  lives  burned  dry  by  spiritual  drought 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


(see  the  parable  of  the  "dry  bones"  in 
Ezekiel  37). 

For  example,  a  “feel  good”  mentality 
typically  glosses  over  the  pain  of  guilt, 
treating  it  as  a  "hangup”  to  be  eliminat¬ 
ed  instead  of  a  form  of  judgment  to  be 
heeded.  When  we  willfully  break  God’s 
moral  law,  however,  guilt  pricks  our 
conscience  and  prods  us  to  change. 

Reminder  #2:  The  experience  of  judg¬ 
ment  compels  us  to  face  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  and  accountability  for  decisions  and 
choices  we  make. 

This  awareness  is  essential  to  individ¬ 
ual  spiritual  well-being  by  prompting  acts 
of  contrition  and  repentance  that  create 
the  possibility  of  “new  life.”  Likewise  it  is 
essential  for  societal  well-being  by  pro¬ 
moting  honest,  open  relationships. 

The  reality  of  God’s  judgment  is  a  gra¬ 
cious  gift  despite  its  often  painful  nature. 
It  reminds  us  that  our  lives  are  mea¬ 
sured  by  a  divine  yardstick. 

By  doing  so,  it  also  reminds  us  that  life 
lived  according  to  the  laws  of  God  is  infi¬ 
nitely  more  purposeful  and  meaningful 
than  life  that  is  not. 

In  what  ways,  if  any,  are  you  experi¬ 
encing  God’s  judgment? 

What  can  and  will  you  do  to  respond  to 
that  judgment  by  “heeding  the  com¬ 
mandments  of  God  and  walking  hence¬ 
forth  in  God’s  holy  ways"? 


Record-breaking  3  elected  on  first  ballot;  7  total  also  new  mark 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C  — At  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly,  the  1,200-acre 
Smoky  Mountain  saucer  where  the 
Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference 
traditionally  meets,  prayer  precedes  all 
else;  traditions  are  revered;  and  records 
are  made  to  be  broken. 

Last  week,  all  was  in  good  order. 

In  less  than  48  hours,  the  jurisdiction’s 
588  delegates: 

•Elected  seven  bishops,  the  most  in 
one  session  since  the  Methodist  jurisdic¬ 
tional  election  system  began  in  1940. 
Previous  record:  Six,  set  by  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  in 
1972,  tied  in  1984. 

•Elected  three  bishops  on  the  first 
ballot,  the  most  ever.  Previous  record: 
Two,  set  by  the  Southeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  in  1984. 

•  Created  two  episcopal  areas,  acting  on 
recommendation  by  the  jurisdiction’s  Col¬ 
lege  of  Bishops.  That  increased  the  num¬ 
ber  of  elections  to  seven  instead  of  only 
the  five  needed  to  replace  retiring  bishops. 

Retiring  are  Robert  M.  Blackburn  (Vir¬ 
ginia  Area),  Roy  C.  Clark  (Columbia,  S.C., 
Area),  Paul  A.  Duffey  (Louisville,  Ky., 


Does  one  boycott  deserve  another? 


To  the  Editor: 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and  So¬ 
ciety  has  indeed  shown  its  contempt  for 
both  grass-roots  sentiment  and  institu¬ 
tional  authority  by  imposing  its  own  boy¬ 
cott  in  direct  opposition  to  action  taken 
by  the  General  Conference  (see  UMR 
Editorial,  July  8). 

United  Methodists  at  the  local  church 
level  have  learned  to  defend  their  church 
by  explaining  that  this  “rogue  elephant" 
board  does  not  speak  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church  despite  headlines  and 
news  releases  to  the  contrary.  The  dis¬ 
tinction  escapes  most  non-United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  many  of  our  own  people. 

I  took  an  appointment  to  our  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Society  to  help 
bridge  the  gap  developing  between  local 
congregations  and  our  social  action 
agencies  and  perhaps  to  head  off  appor¬ 
tionment  boycotts  based  on  specific  dis¬ 
agreements  with  board  actions. 

It  is  becoming  harder  and  harder  to 
argue  against  partial  withholding  of  ap¬ 
portionments  to  get  the  message 
through.  If  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  ignores  direct  action  of  the 
General  Conference,  perhaps  it  is  time  to 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Chronicles  16:25) 

Readings  for  week  of  July  25 
Monday:  Psalm  32:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalm  32:6-11 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  12:1-14 
Thursday:  Ephesians  3:1-13 
Friday:  Ephesians  3:14-21 
Saturday:  John  6:1-15 
Sunday:  John  6:16-21 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

‘‘We  are  afflicted  in  every  way, 
but  not  crushed;  perplexed,  but  not 
driven  to  despair;  persecuted,  but 
not  forsaken;  struck  down,  but  not 
destroyed.”  (RSV) 


get  their  attention  with  the  purse  strings. 

After  all,  isn’t  that  the  object  of  an 
economic  boycott? 

Roger  Williams 
Nocona,  Texas 

Hooray  for  John  Silber! 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  discover  that 
my  husband  and  I  not  only  are  not  alone 
in  our  opinion  of  the  trend  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  policies  of  the  church,  but  are  in¬ 
deed  in  exalted  company.  Hooray  for 
Boston  University  president  John  Silber 
(see  UMR,  June  10). 

We  have  long  felt  that  the  church  hier¬ 
archy  is  misguided  in  its  attempts  to  take 
over  the  duties  of  the  State  Department. 
They  are  shortsighted  and  ill-informed. 

Patricia  L.  Jager 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 

John  Silber  is  out  of  touch 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  distressed  to  read  the  June  10  re¬ 
view  of  the  address  by  the  president  of 
Boston  University,  John  Silber. 

I  have  read  many  uncomplimentary 
remarks  about  him  from  Boston  and  this 
would  lead  me  to  feef  they  are  correct. 
He  gives  the  impression  that  he  is  living 
in  the  years  just  before  World  War  I. 

I  cannot  imagine  an  intelligent  person 
long  connected  with  education  holding 


such  ancient,  conservative  views  as  he 
expresses  on  most  subjects  touched  on. 

At  no  point  can  I  find  a  clear  expres¬ 
sion  of  what  he  holds  the  theological  and 
scriptural  view  to  be.  It  seems  to  be  the 
ranting  of  an  old-fashioned  mind  clearly 
out  of  touch  with  modern  biblical  schol¬ 
arship  and  theological  thinking. 

It  seems  a  shame  to  have  such  a  stunt¬ 
ed,  out-of-touch  personality  at  the  head 
of  United  Methodism’s  largest  university 
which  has  been  noted  for  leadership  in 
modern  biblical  and  theological  thinking 
Martha  L.  Turne/ 
Lima,  Ohio 


Learn  the  language! 

To  the  Editor: 

My  mother  always  said,  “If  they  take 
this  country  as  their  new  home,  they 
should  talk  as  we  do.” 

I  am  not  against  people  coming  here 
for  the  opportunities  this  country  offers. 

If  I  were  to  decide  to  live  in  another 
country,  however,  I  would  certainly 
adopt  their  language. 

At  annual  conference,  the  needs  of 
people  of  other  backgrounds  are  empha¬ 
sized,  which  is  good  (see  UMR,  June  24). 

But  we  need  to  help  them  learn  our 
culture  and  language. 

Beatrice  E.  Miller 
McDonald,  Pennsylvania 


Area),  R.  Kern  Eutsler  (Holston  Area)  and 
Earl  G.  Hunt  Jr.  (Florida  Area). 

Prayer  precedes  voting 

In  Southeastern  jurisdictional  tradi¬ 
tion,  delegates  were  led  in  prayer  by  a 
retired  bishop  before  each  ballot.  One 
early  prayer,  offered  by  Bishop  Nolan  B. 
Harmon,  the  denomination’s  oldest  living 
bishop— he  celebrated  his  96th  birthday 
during  the  conference— captured  the 
spirit  of  most: 

"Oh  Lord,  take  over  the  conference, 
and  make  your  will  known." 

With  three  elections  completed  but 
four  still  to  go— more  than  any  other  ju¬ 
risdiction  had  from  the  start— the  timing 
of  the  episcopal  invocation  was  apt. 

Another  virtual  tradition  in  the  South¬ 
eastern  Jurisdiction  is  that  the  three  big- 
gest-membership  annual  conferences, 
the  ones  with  the  biggest  delegations— 
Virginia,  70;  Florida,  62;  and  Western 
North  Carolina,  60— can,  if  they  "get 
their  act  together,”  heavily  influence  the 
entire  election  process. 

That  seemed  to  help  explain  the  first- 
ballot  elections  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  B. 
Stockton,  57,  senior  pastor  of  Wesley  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  High 
Point,  N.C.  (Western  North  Carolina  con¬ 
ference),  and  the  Rev.  H.  Hasbrouck 
Hughes  Jr.,  58,  senior  pastor  of  Reveille 
United  Methodist  Church,  Richmond,  Va. 
(Virginia  conference). 

What  it  didn’t  explain  was  the  first- 
ballot  election  of  the  Rev.  Richard  C. 
Looney,  54,  senior  pastor  of  Church 
Street  United  Methodist  Church,  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  (Holston  conference— mid¬ 
dle-sized  with  38  delegates). 

"Sheer  personal  popularity’’  was  the  gen¬ 
eral  explanation  of  Dr.  Looney’s  election. 

Proceedings  slow 

After  the  first-ballot  rush,  proceedings 
at  the  July  12-16  meeting  slowed  as  dele¬ 
gates  sought  to  honor  another  “tradi¬ 
tion"— electing  at  least  one  bishop  who,  by 
age,  would  have  only  one  four-year  term 
before  retirement.  The  story  goes  that  the 
jurisdictional  conference  met  in  1976  with 
no  one  to  elect.  Delegates  there  vowed 
never  to  let  that  happen  again. 

On  the  sixth  ballot,  less  than  24  hours 
after  elections  began,  they  found  their 
first  short-termer— the  Rev.  Robert  H. 
Spain,  62,  senior  pastor  of  Brentwood 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Nashville 
(Tennessee  conference). 

Next  needing  resolution  was  whether 
the  jurisdictional  conference  would  elect 
an  ethnic-minority  bishop,  as  it  had  done 
for  the  first  time  four  years  ago  (Bishop 
Ernest  Newman,  Nashville  Area). 

Two  black  clergymen— the  Rev.  Joseph 
B.  Bethea,  55,  superintendent  of  the  Ra¬ 
leigh  District  (North  Carolina  conference), 
and  the  Rev.  James  Gadsden,  council  on 
ministries  director,  South  Carolina  Confer¬ 
ence — were  in  strongest  contention. 

Dr.  Bethea  had  been  dr major  vote-get¬ 
ter  in  both  1980  and  1984  but,  particular¬ 
ly  four  years  ago,  seemed  to  “peak”  a 
few  votes  short  of  election.  This  time  he 
stood  sixth  on  the  first  ballot,  behind 
only  the  four  people  eventually  elected 
ahead  of  him  and  the  Rev.  James  Jones, 
who  had  the  Florida  conference’s  en¬ 
dorsement  but  got  within  100  votes  of 
election  only  six  times  in  15  ballots. 

Mr.  Gadsden,  meanwhile,  was  in  12th 
place  on  the  first  ballot  and  never  got 
more  than  200  votes— with  some  350 
needed  to  elect. 

Dr.  Bethea’s  election  on  the  12th  bal¬ 
lot,  announced  at  10:45  p.m.  at  the  end  of 
an  extremely  long  evening’s  business  and 
entertainment  July  13,  set  off  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  most  emotional  display. 

The  following  morning,  having  fur¬ 
thered  three  “traditions”  in  the  first  five 


SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION 
BISHOPS’  ASSIGNMENTS: 

ALABAMA-WEST  FLORIDA  (new  area):  Bishop  C.W.  Hancock . (newly  elected) 

Alabama-West  Florida  conference 

ATLANTA:  Bishop  Ernest  Fitzgerald . (second  term) 

North  Georgia  conference 

BIRMINGHAM:  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox . (second  term) 

North  Alabama  conference 

CHARLOTTE:  Bishop  L.  Bevel  Jones . (second  term) 

Western  North  Carolina  conference 

COLUMBIA:  Bishop  Joseph  B.  Bethea . (newly  elected) 

South  Carolina  conference 

FLORIDA:  Bishop  H.  Hasbrouck  Hughes . (newly  elected) 

Florida  conference 

HOLSTON:  Bishop  Clay  F.  Lee  Jr . (newly  elected) 

Holston  conference 

JACKSON:  Bishop  Robert  C.  Morgan . . . 1 . . . . . (second  term) 

Mississippi  and  North  Mississippi  conferences 

LOUISVILLE:  Bishop  Robert  H.  Spain . . . (newly  elected) 

Kentucky,  Louisville  and  Red  Bird  conferences 

NASHVILLE:  Bishop  Ernest  W.  Newman . (second  term) 

Memphis  and  Tennessee  conferences 

RALEIGH:  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick . .... . (second  term) 

North  Carolina  conference 

RICHMOND:  Bishop  Thomas  B.  Stockton . . . (newly  elected) 

Virginia  conference 

SOUTH  GEORGIA  (new  area):  Bishop  Richard  C.  Looney . (newly  elected) 

South  Georgia  conference 


elections— large  conferences,  four-year 
term  and  ethnic  minority — the  delegates 
set  quickly  to  work  with  four  white  clergy¬ 
men  in  contention  and  two  places  to  fill. 

By  11:36  a.m.  July  14,  after  three  bal¬ 
lots,  the  election  process  was  all  over. 

Elected  on  the  15th  ballot  were  anoth¬ 
er  four-year  bishop,  the  Rev.  C.W.  Han¬ 
cock,  64,  superintendent,  Macon  District, 
South  Georgia  conference,  and  the  Rev. 
Clay  F.  Lee  Jr.,  58,  senior  pastor  of  Gal¬ 
loway  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church,  Jackson,  Miss. 

The  big  question  mark  pervading  the 


Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference’s 
48  hours  of  elections  and  other  business 
hung  over  the  Florida  conference  and  its 
official  candidate,  Dr.  Jones. 

Some  observers  reasoned  that  since 
two  were  elected  from  that  conference- 
in  1984  (Bishop  Newman  of  Nashville  and 
Bishop  Lloyd  Knox  of  the  Birmingham, - 
Ala.,  Area),  it  was  “someone  else’s  turn.”. 
Others  reasoned  that  the  first-ballot 
elections  of  endorsed  candidates  from, 
two  of  the  "big  three”  conferences  made 
it  difficult,  if  not  impossible  for  the 
third,  lest  the  medium-sized  and  smaller 
conferences  rebel. 


My  Witness 


I’m  grateful  for  the  love  of  God,  family  in  my  life 


By  NELL  BAILEY  MOORE 
On  Aug.  9,  1977,  my  husband,  Maurice, 
was  at  his  work  with  Delta  Air  Lines  in 
Knoxvillev  Tenn.,  P 
when  he  experienced  I 
chest  pains  and  was  I 
taken  to  Blount  Me-  [ 
morial  Hospital  in 
nearby  Maryville.  I 
was  called,  arrived  j 
at  the  hospital  and 
was  taken  to  the  | 
emergency  room.  Nell  Moore 

Maurice  was  alert  and  told  me  that  he 
knew  "everything  would  be  all  right." 


He  said  he  had  gone  out  into  a  beauti¬ 
fully  lighted  place  and  saw  his  father  and 
others  (his  father  died  a  few  years  earli¬ 
er)  and  had  the  sensation  of  a  voice  say¬ 
ing,  “Hold  on,  it’s  not  time  yet!” 

Then  he  was  conscious  of  the  doctors 
working  with  him.  Thus  began  our  vigil 
in  the  intensive  care  unit  of  the  hospital. 

Our  son,  Daniel,  a  newly-appointed 
United  Methodist  minister  at  a  Maryville 
church,  and  his  congregation  rallied  to 
our  support  as  did  our  own  church  and 
other  churches  in  the  district,  offering 
special  prayers  and  caring  assistance. 

Word  went  out  across  the  Delta  sys¬ 


tem  and  into  other  states  where  family 
members  were  associated.  Our  daughter, 
Nancy,  was  a  member  of  a  Passion  Play 
cast  and  special  prayer  was  offered  by 
the  members. 

After  three  weeks,  an  aneurysm  devel¬ 
oped  and  we  were  sent  to  the  University 
of  Tennessee  Hospital  in  Knoxville  for 
consultation  and,  eventually,  surgery.  It 
was  at  this  time  the  doctors  called  my 
husband  their  “miracle,”  since  much  of 
his  heart  muscle  had  to  be  removed. 

I  spent  many  hours  in  the  waiting 
room,  day  and  night.  Sometimes  with 
many  people,  other  times,  with  very  few. 


But  we  witnessed  to  the  love  of  God  in 
our  lives,  shared  experiences,  talked 
about  families  and  lifestyles,  and  helped 
each  other  as  we  could. 

Although  I  had  turned  the  situation 
over  to  God,  I  was  eager  to  do  what  I 
could  to  help,  and  Maurice  and  I  went 
through  everything  together. 

Nine  years  went  by!  There  were  sever¬ 
al  short-term  hospital  confinements. 
Maurice  took  early  retirement  and  we 
were  able  to  travel  some,  attending  two 
international  church  meetings,  one  in 
London  and  the  other  in  Nassau. 

We  were  able  to  see  our  children  get 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Hymns,  hilarity  and  the  election  of  bishops 


I  could  see  the  strain  in  their  faces. 

For  two  days  last  week,  the  144  delegates 
to  United  Methodism’s  Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  in  San  Diego  had  tried 
without  success  to  elect  a  new  bishop  (see 
related  story  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

As  midnight  approached,  signaling  the 
start  of  the  meeting’s  last  scheduled  day, 
they  faced  the  prospect  of  deadlock:  the 
inability  of  any  candidate  to  attract  the 
two-thirds  vote  needed  for  election. 

None  of  the  three  top  vote-getters  had 
gained  a  sizeable  shift  of  votes  in  his  fa¬ 
vor  that  would  suggest  probable  election. 

I  could  see  the  fatigue  in  the  delegates’ 
eyes.  Yawning  and  stretching,  they  could 
scarcely  hide  their  mounting  frustration  be¬ 
hind  occasional  stabs  at  light-hearted  hu¬ 
mor.  Efforts  to  speed  up  the  voting  hinted 
at  an  edgy  “let’s-get-it-over"  seriousness. 

Then,  at  two  minutes  after  midnight,  as 
they  wearily  awaited  the  results  of  the 
latest  ballot,  the  unexpected  occurred. 

In  unison,  delegates  from  the  Rocky 


Mountain  Conference  suddenly  arose  un¬ 
announced  at  their  seats.  As  they  stood, 
they  burst  into  sing¬ 
ing  a  song  fitting  for 
the  start  of  a  new 
day.  It  was  an  ener¬ 
getic  rendition  of  a 
hymn  that  appears  in 
the  newly-revised 
United  Methodist  | 

hymnal:  _  _  _ 

Morning  has  Stephen  Swecker 
broken,  like  the  first  morning;  black¬ 
bird  has  spoken  like  the  first  bird. 
Praise  for  the  singing!  Praise  for  the 
morning!  Praise  for  them,  springing 
fresh  from  the  Word! 

As  the  Rocky  Mountain  people  sat 
down,  the  other  delegates  and  observers 
erupted  in  hearty  laughter  and  applause. 
Like  a  group  of  shameless  rowdies  at  a 
football  game,  the  perpetrators  also 
laughed  at  themselves  with  congratula¬ 


tory  pleasure  at  their  deed. 

With  the  breaking  of  a  new  morning, 
the  tension  of  the  moment  had  also  bro¬ 
ken.  Thus  the  way  was  gracefully  eased 
for  what  proved  to  be  another  full  day  be¬ 
fore  a  new  bishop  eventually  was  elected. 

I  can’t  remember  the  last  time,  if  ever, 
that  I’ve  heard  a  hymn  followed  by  gales 
of  laughter.  Timing  helps,  of  course.  The 
element  of  surprise  on  this  occasion  had 
much  to  do  with  the  ensuing  hilarity. 

But  afterwards  an  equally  surprising 
thought  occurred  to  me:  Well-timed  or  not, 
the  two— hymn-singing  and  hilarity— be¬ 
long  together,  at  least  more  frequently 
than  my  experience  would  suggest. 

Take  the  imagery  of  some  of  our  best¬ 
loved  hymns.  Much  of  it  cries  out  for 
laughter  if  only  we  could  loosen  up  and  get 
their  "joke":  that  our  Christian  faith  flip- 
flops  many  of  our  usual  perceptions  of  the 
world  and  life’s  predicaments.  Think,  real¬ 
ly  think,  about  the  remarkable  words  of 
“O,  for  a  thousand  tongues  to  sing!” 


Whether  we’re  sleepy-heads  singing 
“praise  for  the  morning”  or  faint-hearts 
shouting  “leap  ye  lame  for  joy,”  what 
more  fitting  way  is  there  for  us  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  mystery  of  our  faith  than  laugh¬ 
ter  at  the  improbability  of  it  all:  giving 
praise  and  thanks  even  when  there  seems 
little  for  which  to  be  thankful? 

I  chuckle  inwardly  at  the  “joke”  I  too  of¬ 
ten  miss,  namely  that  wonders  and  signs  of 
divine  grace  can  come  in  zany  ways.  Those 
ways  include  hearty  belly  laughs  alter  sing¬ 
ing  God’s  praise  at  unlikely  moments— 
such  as  during  the  depths  of  deadlocked  ef¬ 
forts  to  elect  a  bishop  at  midnight. 

The  grace  we  experience  during  the 
strain  of  such  moments  keeps  matters  in 
proper  perspective: 

Electing  bishops  is  important  in  the  life 
of  God’s  kingdom  but  not  nearly  as  vital 
as  the  songs  and  laughter  that  sustain  our 
faith  and  rekindle  our  love  for  each  other. 

-STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


second  college  degrees  and  have  mean¬ 
ingful  careers,  establish  their  own  fam¬ 
ilies,  and  give  birth  to  a  lovely 
granddaughter. 

Finally,  last  summer  there  were  se¬ 
vere  breathing  and  heart  rhythm  prob¬ 
lems.  We  went  to  Emory  University 
Hospital  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

The  experiences  there  were  over¬ 
whelming.  The  doctors  tried  new  medi¬ 
cations  and  the  hospital  staff  and 
chaplains  gave  us  constant  attention, 
support  and  love!  (We  thanked  God  for 
hospital  chaplains!) 

After  28  days,  there  were  indications 
that  nothing  more  could  be  done.  We 
asked  to  come  home  to  Maryville  and 
came  by  air  ambulance  to  Blount  Memo¬ 
rial  Hospital.  On  Sept.  11,  1987,  God  was 
ready  for  Maurice’s  "homecoming.” 

I  am  thankful  for  the  37  years  we  had 
together;  for  our  home  and  family;  and 
for  the  love  of  God  in  our  lives. 

That’s  what  my  life  has  been  about! 

-My  Witness”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Nell  Bailey  Moore  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mary¬ 
ville.  Tennessee  (Holston  Annual  Confer 
ence). 
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South  Central: 

Early  50s  proves  popular  age  as  2  pastors,  school  chief  elected 


Bv  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
and  DANIEL  J.  LOUIS 
Associate  Editors 

NEW  ORLEANS— The  election  of  two 
pastors  and  a  college  president  as  bish¬ 
ops  last  week  at  the  South  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  involved  at  least 
four  firsts  for  the  jurisdiction: 

;  •  Three  bishops  picked  at  one  time  all 
in  their  early  50s  and  thus  eligible  to 
serve  for  16  years. 

•A  candidate  from  the  northern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  eight-state  jurisdiction  elect¬ 
ed  with  the  support  of  annual-conference 
delegations  in  the  south,  then  assigned  to 
lead  one  of  those  supportive  conferences. 

•  A  minister  serving  as  a  college  pres¬ 
ident  at  the  time  of  election. 

•  A  consecration  service  in  a  Roman 
Catholic  cathedral. 

The  372  delegates  from  17  annual  con¬ 
ferences  needed  13  ballots  to  fill  three  va¬ 
cancies  on  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction’s 
College  of  bishops.  They  picked: 

•  The  Rev.  William  B.  Oden,  52,  senior 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Enid,  Okla.  (Oklahoma  conference). 

•  The  Rev.  Bruce  P.  Blake,  50,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southwestern  College,  Winfield, 
Ran.  (Kansas  West  conference). 

•  The  Rev.  Dan  E.  Solomon,  51,  senior 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas  (Southwest  Texas 
Conference). 

The  three  were  elected  to  fill  openings 
created  by  the  April  1987  death  of  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood  (Louisiana  Area), 
the  retirement  of  Bishop  John  Wesley 
Hardt  (Oklahoma  Area)  and  the  division 
of  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  Area  into  two 
episcopal  areas  (see  UMR,  July  1). 

The  new  bishops  represent  the  youn¬ 
gest  group  of  episcopal  leaders  elected 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  several 
long-time  observers  said.  Because  of 

Western: 


their  ages,  they  will  be  eligible  to  serve 
through  2002. 

All  three  new  South  Central  bishops  went 
into  the  balloting  with  the  official  backing 
of  their  home  conference  delegations. 

But  during  a  series  of  interviews  with 
delegations  across  the  region  before  the 
July  12-15  jurisdictional  conference  con¬ 
vened,  each  candidate  picked  up  the  ac¬ 
tive  support  of  at  least  one  additional 
conference. 

Members  of  the  Louisiana  conference 
delegation,  for  instance,  supported  Dr. 
Oden  and  said  they  would  request  his  as¬ 
signment  to  their  area. 

North  Texas  conference  delegates  sup¬ 
ported  Dr.  Blake’s  election  and  requested 
his  assignment  to  the  new  Dallas  Area. 

Oklahoma  conference  delegates  like¬ 
wise  supported  and  sought  Dr.  Solomon 
as  their  new  bishop. 

The  support  for  Dr.  Blake  from  the 
North  Texas  conference  may  signal  some 
relief  in  the  historic  electoral  tensions  be¬ 
tween  northern  and  southern  annual  con¬ 
ferences  in  the  1.9-million-member 
jurisdiction,  some  delegates  said. 

Annual  conferences  in  Texas,  Oklaho¬ 
ma  and  Louisiana  account  for  more  than 
60  percent  of  the  voting  delegates.  Con¬ 
sequently,  they  have  tended  to  control 
episcopal  elections  and  have  favored 
candidates  from  the  southern  portion  of 
the  jurisdiction. 

Dr.  Blake  himself  .termed  his  election 
a  “sign  of  unification  between  the  north 
and  south  factions.” 

“I’ve  been  around  [as  a  jurisdictional 
conference  delegate]  since  1972,”  he  said. 
"Steps  have  been  taken  every  four  years 
[toward  stronger  regional  unity],  and  I 
think  my  election  is  another  step  toward 
that  feeling  of  unity.” 

Election  questioned 

But  the  election  of  Dr.  Blake,  the  first 


SOUTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION  BISHOPS’  ASSIGNMENTS: 

ARKANSAS:  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke . (second  term) 

Little  Rock  and  North  Arkansas  conferences 

DALLAS  (new  area):  Bishop  Bruce  P.  Blake . (newly  elected) 

North  Texas  conference  „  _ 

FORT  WORTH  (new  area):  Bishop  John  W.  Russell . (moving  from  former  Dallas-Fort  Worth 

Area) 

Central  Texas  conference 

KANSAS:  Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks . (second  term) 

Kansas  East  and  Kansas  West  conferences 

HOUSTON:  Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphlnt . . . (second  term) 

Texas  conference 

LOUISIANA:  Bishop  William  B.  Oden . (newly  elected) 

Louisiana  conference 

MISSOURI:  Bishop  W.T.  Handy  Jr . (th,rd  term) 

Missouri  East  and  Missouri  West  conferences 

NEBRASKA:  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn . (second  term) 

Nebraska  conference 

NORTHWEST  TEXAS-NEW  MEXICO:  Bishop  Louis  W.  Schowengerdt . (third  term) 

Northwest  Texas  and  New  Mexico  conferences 

OKLAHOMA:  Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon . . . ....(newly  elected) 

Oklahoma  and  Oklahoma  Indian  Missionary  conferences 

SAN  ANTONIO:  Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon . (th,rd  term> 

Southwest  Texas  and  Rio  Grande  conferences 


person  named  a  bishop  in  the  South  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  while  serving  as  a  col¬ 
lege  president,  was  called  into  question 
some  18  hours  after  it  was  announced. 

After  the  12th  round  of  votes,  the  team 
of  tellers  reported  that  the  numbers  an¬ 
nounced  for  ballots  cast  and  votes  need¬ 
ed  for  election  during  the  fifth  round  was 
wrong.  Consequently,  Dr.  Blake  hadn’t 
received  the  60-percent  majority  of  valid 
ballots  required  by  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  rules  for  election. 

The  372  delegates— half  clergy,  half 
laity— then  approved  a  recommendation 
from  the  tellers,  based  on  consultation 
with  representatives  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops,  that 
conference  rules  be  suspended  and  a  spe¬ 
cial  ballot  be  cast  for  a  single  candidate. 

Delegates  were  free  to  list  the  name  of 
Dr.  Blake  or  any  other  ordained  elder  on 
that  ballot.  Delegates  further  deter¬ 


mined  that  the  presiding  bishop  would 
announce  only  whether  someone  had  re¬ 
ceived  enough  votes  for  election.  No  vote 
totals  would  be  given. 

When  the  tally  was  completed,  Bishop 
Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  an¬ 
nounced  that  Dr.  Blake  had  been  elected 
by  a  “substantial  majority.” 

Two  lead  from  the  first 

Drs.  Oden  and  Blake  had  finished  in 
first  and  second  places  during  each  of 
the  first  five  voting  rounds. 

Fifty-eight  people  received  votes  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  round,  but  the  field  had  been 
narrowed  to  11  by  the  fifth  ballot. 

After  the  two  early  favorites  were 
elected,  the  Rev.  Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.,  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  Community  United 
Methodist  Church,  Dallas,  led  the  re¬ 
maining  field  during  the  sixth  through 
ninth  ballots.  But  he  never  garnered 


Bishop  Blake 


Bishop  Oden 


more  than  44  percent  of  the  votes. 

On  the  10th  ballot,  Dr.  Solomon  moved 
into  the  lead,  and  Dr.  Holmes  asked  that 
his  name  be  withdrawn. 

Dr.  Solomon  was  elected  on  the  13th 
ballot. 

Besides  electing  three  bishops,  dele¬ 
gates  elected  trustees  and  gave  their 
quadrennial  approval  to  charters  for  the 
three  institutions  owned  by  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  including  Southern 


Methodist  University. 

Delegates  approved  a  slate  of  41  trust¬ 
ees  and  ratified  the  revised  plan  of  gover¬ 
nance  for  the  Dallas  school.  That  plan, 
approved  last  year  by  the  jurisdiction’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  was  rewritten  in  the 
wake  of  the  pay-for-play  football  scandal. 

Delegates  passed  a  motion  requiring  the 
SMU  board  of  trustee  to  make  annual  re¬ 
ports  to  each  of  the  jurisdiction’s  17  annual 
conferences  during  the  next  four  years. 


38-ballot  marathon  settles  contest  among  ‘six  strong  candidates’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
and  STEPHEN  SWECKER 
Staff  Writers 

SAN  DIEGO— The  action  at  United 
Methodism’s  Western  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  last  week  started  out  like  the 
“mild  west”:  relaxed  and  unhurried. 

But  before  the  four-day  meeting  ended 
on  the  balmy,  palm  tree-lined  campus  of 
the  University  of  San  Diego,  the  mara¬ 
thon,  tension-filled  balloting  to  elect  a 
new  bishop  more  nearly  resembled  the 
"wild  west”  of  yore. 

When  the  smoke  finally  cleared  on 
July  15  after  38  ballots,  the  Rev.  William 
W.  Dew  was  left  standing  as  the  dele¬ 
gates'  pick  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  in 
the  jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops  by 
the  retirement  of  Bishop  Leontine  T.  C. 
Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area). 

At  the  time  of  his  election,  Bishop  Dew 
was  pastor  of  San  Ramon  Valley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Alamo,  Calif.  (Cali- 
fornia-Nevada  conference). 

The  thunderous  applause  and  the  joy¬ 
ful  singing  of  the  doxology  after  his  elec¬ 


tion  belied  the  delegates’  struggle  to 
agree  on  who  would  be  the  newest  shep¬ 
herd  to  United  Methodists  in  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  largest  geographical  region. 

Pat  Callbeck  Harper,  a  lay  delegate 
from  Helena,  Mont.,  and  leader  of  the 
Yellowstone  conference  delegation,  told 
the  Reporter  why,  in  her  opinion,  it  took 
four  days  to  elect  just  one  bishop. 

“We  had  six  strong  candidates  this 
time,  all  having  their  own  gifts  and 
graces  that  United  Methodists  here  in  the 
West  need  and  want  in  a  bishop  . . .  The 
question  was  who  could  best  empower 
ethnic  United  Methodists  as  well  as  give 
us  spiritual  renewal  in  light  of  the  rural 
crisis,”  she  said. 

When  the  balloting  began  at  10  a.m.  on 
Wednesday,  the  election  was  stalled  by 
the  Rocky  Mountain  and  Yellowstone 
Conferences,  whose  delegates  cast  their 
votes  in  favor  of  what  Mrs.  Harper 
called  “the  Messer  option.” 

This  “option,”  tantamount  to  an  absten¬ 
tion  or  holding  action,  involved  casting 
the  two  delegations’  combined  25  votes 


WESTERN  JURISDICTION  BISHOPS’  ASSIGNMENTS: 

DENVER:  Bishop  Roy  I.  Sano . (tecond  term) 

.  Rocky  Mountain  and  Yellowstone  conferences 

LOS  ANGELES:  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell . .  (third  term) 

California-Pacific  conference 

PHOENIX:  Bishop  Ellas  G.  Galvan . (second  term) 

Desert  Southwest  conference 

PORTLAND:  Bishop  William  Dew  Jr . (newly  elected) 

Alaska  Missionary  and  Oregon  ldaho  conferences 

SAN  FRANCISCO:  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert . (moving  from  Seattle  Area) 

California-Nevada  conference 

SEATTLE:  Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell . (moving  from  Portland  Area) 

Pacific  Northwest  conference 


for  the  Rev.  Donald  Messer,  a  delegate 
from  the  Rocky  Mountain  conference. 

Dr.  Messer  had  asked  not  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  a  candidate  for  the  episcopacy. 
However,  Mrs.  Harper  said,  the  strategy 
called  for  voting  for  Dr.  Messer  through 
the  first  10  ballots,  thus  stalling  for  time 
and  permitting  their  two  delegations  to 
complete  second  and  third  interviews  of 
all  six  endorsed  candidates. 

As  a  result,  the  voting  pattern  re¬ 
mained  virtually  unchanged  until  the 
10th  ballot,  immediately  prior  to  which 
the  Rev.  Willard  “Buzz”  Stevens,  a  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent  from  the  Desert 
Southwest  conference,  asked  that  his 
name  be  withdrawn. 

By  mid-afternoon  on  Thursday,  July  14, 
three  candidates  had  emerged  as  leading 
contenders  for  election:  Mr.  Dew;  the  Rev. 
James  M.  Lawson  Jr.,  senior  pastor  of 
Holman  United  Methodist  Church,  Los  An¬ 
geles  (California-Pacific  conference),  the 
only  ethnic  minority  person  among  the 
leaders;  and  the  Rev.  William  Franklin 
Summerour,  senior  pastor  of  Edmonds 
United  Methodist  Church,  Edmonds,  Wash. 
(Pacific-Northwest  conference). 

Shortly  after  midnight  Thursday,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  20th  ballot,  Bishop  Dew  had 


81  of  the  96  votes  needed  for  election.  At 
that  point,  delegates  voted  to  recess  until 
the  next  day,  seemingly  on  schedule  for 
an  election  prior  to  the  listed  2:30  p.m. 
consecration  service. 

It  wasn’t  to  be.  Overnight  the  near-elec¬ 
tion  of  the  night  before  dissolved  into  cha¬ 
os.  At  one  point  during  the  afternoon  of 
July  15,  Mr.  Dew  dropped  from  81  votes  to 
a  mere  seven.  He  was  finally  elected  some 
three  hours  later  at  7:25  p.m. 

Observing  the  continous  “flip-flop”  in 
balloting  for  Bishop  Dew  and  Mr.  Law- 
son,  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Alaska  Pacific  University  in 
Anchorage,  Alaska,  said  the  election  pro¬ 
cess  was  complicated  by  two  big-mem¬ 
bership  conferences  (California-Nevada 
and  California-Pacific)  presenting  candi¬ 
dates  for  election. 

Commenting  on  the  “politics”  of  the 
conference,  the  Rev.  Phyllis  Tyler-Way- 
man,  a  reserve  delegate  from  the  Cali¬ 
fornia-Pacific  conference,  commented: 

“People  reflect  their  faith  in  their  po¬ 
litical  behavior.  God’s  presence  evi¬ 
dences  itself  in  ways  we  least  expect  it, 
in  uncontrollable  ways.  Once  we  let  go  of 
trying  to  control  the  process,  the  Spirit 
moves  more  freely.” 


Northeastern: 

‘Unexpected  candidate’  becomes  area’s  first  woman  bishop 
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MINISTRY 
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By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

BUCKHANNON,  W.Va— The  election 
of  its  first  woman  bishop. 

A  record  number  of  ballots. 

A  tantalizing  glance  at  a  "loophole”  in 
church  law  that  would  have  added  an  epis¬ 
copal  area  and  a  bishop  to  the  region. 

The  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  last  week  was  a  “tour  de  force,” 
as  exciting  as  an  Old  Testament  story. 

In  fact,  the  election  itself  during  the 
July  12-14  meeting  sounds  like  the  bibli¬ 
cal  account  of  young  David’s  annointing, 
in  which  even  the  prophet  Samuel  was 
surprised  by  the  person  chosen  (1  Samuel 
16:1-13). 

The  election  was  necessary  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  Northeastern  College  of 
Bishops  created  by  the  retirement  of  Bish¬ 
op  James  Mase  Ault  (Pittsburgh  Area). 

One  by  one,  it  became  apparent  that 
none  of  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction’s 
14  endorsed  episcopal  candidates  was  to 
be  elected  in  1988. 

Instead,  an  unexpected  candidate — the 
Rev.  Susan  M.  Morrison,  council  director 
of  the  Baltimore  conference— emerged 
with  a  single  vote  on  the  sixth  ballot  and 
moved  inexorably  toward  election  July  13 
on  a  record-setting  18th  ballot  (the  previ¬ 
ous  Northeastern  jurisdictional  record  was 
16  ballots  in  1976  and  again  in  1984). 

Dr.  Morrison,  45,  was  consecrated  as 


the  jurisdiction’s  first  female  bishop  a 
day  later  in  Wesley  Chapel  on  the  West 
Virginia  Wesleyan  College  campus. 

At  the  time  of  her  election,  she  was 
only  the  fourth  UM  clergywoman  elected 
as  a  bishop.  Elected  the  next  day  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction  was  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Brown  Christopher. 

The  two  join  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (De¬ 
troit  Area)  as  the  church’s  three  active 
female  episcopal  leaders. 

For  Dr.  Morrison,  a  Dunkirk,  N.Y.,  na¬ 
tive  who  grew  up  in  Wilmington,  Del., 
the  election  caps  a  career  of  “firsts”  in 
the  ministry. 

She  was  the  first  female  district  super¬ 
intendent  in  the  Baltimore  conference, 
first  female  dean  of  the  conference  cabi¬ 
net,  first  female  council  director  and  the 
first  clergywoman  elected,  only  two 
months  ago  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  to  the  Judicial  Council,  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  “supreme  court.” 

Dr.  Morrison  will  have  to  resign  from 
the  Judicial  Council  and  will  be  replaced 
by  a  reserve. 

The  candidacy  of  the  only  other  wom¬ 
an— the  Rev.  Diedra  Kriewald,  a  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  professor  and 
minister  of  a  three-point  charge  in  West 
Virginia— peaked  with  44  votes  on  the 
fifth  ballot  with  236  needed  to  elect. 

During  a  break  late  in  the  conference’s 
business  session,  one  delegate  said,  “I’m  be¬ 


ginning  to  believe  that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  at 
work.  No  one  except  the  person  who  cast  it 
will  know  who  it  was  who  cast  that  ballot 
(for  Dr.  Morrison  on  the  sixth  ballot).” 

Dr.  Morrison  jumped  from  46  to  87 
votes  on  the  11th  ballot,  then  from  115  to 
161  on  the  13th  ballot  en  route  to  election. 

When  the  Rev.  S.  Clifton  Ives  (Maine  con¬ 
ference)  bowed  out  after  the  16th  ballot, 
delegates  were  left  with  just  two  candi¬ 
dates— Dr.  Morrison  and  the  Rev.  Hae 
Jong  Kim,  a  Korean-American  minister 


Northeastern 


from  the  Northern  New  Jersey  conference 

Dr.  Kim,  in  his  congratulatory  speech, 
insisted  that  the  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  declare  that  "an  Asian  did  not  run 
against  a  woman." 

The  Rev.  George  McClain,  head  of  the 
Methodist  Federation  for  Social  Action, 
praised  Bishop  Morrison  as  “a  woman  of 
justice,  of  the  Spirit  and  a  global  citizen.” 
He  cited  her  four  years  as  a  missionary  in 
Brazil,  where  she  worked  in  "flavelas”  (ur¬ 
ban  slums)  as  a  community  worker. 


NORTHEASTERN  JURISDICTION  BISHOPS'  ASSIGNMENTS: 

BOSTON:  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete . (moving  from  Philadelphia  Area) 

Maine,  New  Hampshire,  and  Southern  New  England  conferences 

HARRISBURG:  Bishop  Felton  E.  May . (second  term) 

Central  Pennsylvania  and  Wyoming  conferences 

NEW  JERSEY:  Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons . (second  term) 

Northern  New  Jersey  and  Southern  New  Jersey  conferences 

NEW  YORK:  Bishop  C.  Dale  White . (second  term) 

New  York  and  Troy  conferences 

NEW  YORK  WEST:  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith . (second  term) 

North  Central  New  York  and  Western  New  York  conferences 

PHILADELPHIA:  Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison . (newly  elected) 

Eastern  Pennsylvania  and  Puerto  Rico  conferences 

PITTSBURGH:  Bishop  George  W.  Bashore . (moving  from  Boston  Area) 

Western  Pennsylvania  conference 

WASHINGTON:  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel . (second  term) 

Baltimore  and  Peninsula  conferences 

WEST  VIRGINIA:  Bishop  William  B.  Grove .  (third  term) 

West  Virginia  conference 
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North  Central: 

‘Hurt,  healing  rollercoaster’  ends  in  elections  of  woman,  two  men 


NORTH  CENTRAL  JURISDICTION 
BISHOPS’  ASSIGNMENTS: 

CHICAGO:  Bishop  R.  Sheldon  Ouecker . (newly  elected) 

Northern  Illinois  conference 

DAKOTAS:  Bishop  William  B.  Lewis . (newly  elected) 

North  and  South  Dakota  conferences  J 

ILLINOIS:  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White . (second  term) 

Central  and  Southern  Illinois  conferences 

INDIANA:  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Hodapp . (second  term) 

North  and  South  Indiana  conferences 

IOWA:  Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job . (second  term) 

Iowa  conference 

MICHIGAN:  Bishop  Judith  Craig . (second  term) 

Detroit  and  West  Michigan  conferences 

MINNESOTA:  Bishop  Sharon  Christopher . . . (newly  elected) 

Minnesota  conference 

OHIO  EAST:  Bishop  Edwin  Boulton . (moving  from  Dakotas  Area) 

East  Ohio  conference 

OHIO  WEST:  Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons . . (second  term) 

West  Ohio  conference 

WISCONSIN:  Bishop  David  J.  Lawson... . (second  term) 

Wisconsin  conference 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DEKALB.  Ill.— Riding  an  emotional 
roller  coaster  of  hurt  and  healing.  North 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  needed  38  ballots  last  week  to  elect 
three  bishops. 

The  grueling  election  process  wasn’t 
completed  until  10:47  p.m.  July  15,  near¬ 
ly  60  hours  after  it  began. 

The  Rev.  R.  Sheldon  Duecker,  61,  of 
Muncie,  Ind.;  the  Rev.  Sharon  A.  Brown 
Christopher,  44,  of  Waukesha,  Wis.;  and 
the  Rev.  William  B.  Lewis,  57,  of  Belle¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  were  elected. 

They  filled  vacancies  created  in  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction’s  College  of 
Bishops  by  retirements  of  Bishops  Emer¬ 
son  S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area),  James  S. 
Thomas  (Ohio  East  Area)  and  Jesse  R. 
DeWitt  (Chicago  Area). 

1st  pick  comes  on  15th  try 

Dr.  Duecker,  senior  pastor  of  High 
Street  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mun¬ 
cie,  was  elected  first,  on  the  15th  ballot 
M  7:35  p.m.  July  13. 

He  garnered  308  votes  of  the  454  cast, 
or  five  more  than  the  two-thirds  major¬ 
ity  needed  for  election. 

Dr.  Duecker  had  been  a  favorite  going 
into  the  conference  based  on  his  long  ca¬ 
reer  as  a  pastor  and  an  author.  He  also 
was  an  episcopal  candidate  in  1984. 

This  year  he  had  the  joint  backing  of 
the  North  and  South  Indiana  confer¬ 
ences,  which  together  have  reaped  a 
bounty  of  bishops  in  the  past  20  years. 
Elected  previously  from  Indiana  were 
James  Armstrong  in  1968,  Leroy  Hodapp, 
in  1976  and  David  Lawson  in  1984. 

Said  one  observer  of  Indiana’s  episco¬ 
pal  success:  ‘‘They  plant  and  harvest 
bishops  regularly.” 

During  a  news  conference  after  his 
election.  Dr.  Duecker  said  that  despite 
the  arduous  process,  he  appreciated  the 
North  Central  Jurisdiction’s  procedure 


of  interviewing  between  ballots. 

“I  felt  an  affirmation  in  the  interview 
process,”  Bishop  Duecker  said.  “People 
asked  good  questions,  probing  questions. 
Those  questions  were  a  good  way  to  dis¬ 
cern  God’s  will.” 

2nd  election  takes  20  hours 

After  Dr.  Duecker  was  elected,  howev¬ 
er,  it  took  20  hours  for  delegates  to  make 
a  second  selection.  During  that  time,  nine 
ballots  were  taken,  with  a  margin  among 
the  top  five  vote-getters  wavering  be¬ 
tween  71  and  86  votes  and  no  one  nearer 
than  100  votes  from  being  elected. 

Front-runners  included  Dr.  Lewis,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Union  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Belleville,  Ill.;  Dr.  Christopher,  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  to  Bishop  Lawson  (Wis¬ 
consin  Area);  the  Rev.  William  K.  Quick, 
senior  pastor  of  Metropolitan  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Detroit;  the  Rev. 
Sharon  Z.  Rader,  senior  pastor  of  Uni¬ 
versity  United  Methodist  Church  in  East 
Lansing,  Mich.;  and  the  Rev.  Charles  W. 
Jordan,  senior  pastor  of  St.  Mark  United 
Methodist  Church,  Chicago. 

With  the  early  withdrawals  of  the  Rev. 
W.  Maurice  King,  a  black  district  super¬ 
intendent  from  Canton,  Ohio,  and  a  Fili¬ 
pino  pastor,  the  Rev.  Bonifacio  Mequi  Jr. 
of  Iowa,  Dr.  Jordan  became  the  standard 
bearer  for  racial  inclusiveness  in  the 
episcopacy.  He  was  backed  by  the  juris¬ 
diction’s  Black  Methodists  for  Church 
Renewal  as  well  as  by  his  annual  confer¬ 
ence  (Northern  Illinois). 

The  withdrawal  of  Dr.  Rader  at  2:20 
p.m.  July  14— she  had  87  votes  compared 
with  Dr.  Christopher’s  227— was  the  first 
turning  point  toward  a  second  election.  Af¬ 
ter  the  next  ballot,  the  27th,  Dr.  Quick’s 
withdrawal  was  the  second  turning  point. 

Presiding  Bishop  Judith  Craig  (Michi¬ 
gan  Area),  her  face  marked  by  pride  and 
pain,  fought  back  tears  at  the  spirit  of 
sacrifice  expressed  by  Dr.  Rader  and  Dr. 
Quick,  both  of  whom  serve  in  confer¬ 


ences  under  her  supervision.  She  told  the 
Reporter  later  that,  difficult  as  it  was, 
presiding  over  the  conference  at  that 
time  was  “blessed”  for  her. 

The  28th  ballot,  reported  at  3:35  p.m., 
resulted  in  Dr.  Christopher’s  election 
with  339  votes. 

Recovering  from  her  disappointment, 
Bishop  Craig  welcomed  the  new  episco¬ 
pal  couple  jokingly: 

“Bishop  and  MISTER  Christopher— 
gee,  I’ve  been  waiting  to  do  that!" 

Dr.  Christopher,  the  fifth  woman  elect¬ 
ed  a  United  Methodist  bishop,  added  to 
the  drama  of  the  moment  when  she  told 
delegates  she  recently  had  dreamed  of 
climbing  a  crystal  stair  in  the  company 
of  the  late  Marjorie  S.  Matthews,  the 
first  female  bishop  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

“I  dreamed  she  marked  a  cross  on  my 
forehead  and  then  some  leaves  and 
seeds,"  Bishop  Christopher  said.  “I  took 
that  not  to  mean  my  anointing  to  the 
episcopacy,  but  to  the  Resurrection,  that 
Christ  might  live  in  me  so  that  others 


might  have  life'.” 

After  that  peak,  however,  delegates 
descended  into  a  valley. 

Delegates  postponed  both  dinner  and  the 
night’s  entertainment  to  continue  casting 
ballots.  Each  arrival  of  the  elections  chair¬ 
woman  was  greeted  with  a  buzz  of  excite¬ 
ment,  followed  immediately  by  the 
disappointment  of  the  presiding  bishop’s 
announcement:  “There  is  no  election." 

Upon  returning  from  the  performance 
of  a  musical  production  titled  “Gather 
the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,”  delegates  cast 
what  would  prove  to  be  a  decisive  ballot 
at  9:35  p.m. 

At  9:59  p.m.,  the  ballot  showed  280  votes 
for  Dr.  Lewis  and  162  for  Dr.  Jordan. 

Following  the  reading  of  the  37th  ballot, 
Dr.  Jordan  rose  to  a  microphone.  His  ris¬ 
ing  electrified  the  exhausted  delegates. 

Sensing  the  outcome,  the  entire  roomful 
of  nearly  1,000  people  stood  in  respect. 

As  tears  streamed  down  the  faces  of 
many  of  his  supporters,  Dr.  Jordan  with¬ 
drew,  giving  thanks  and  praise  for  what 
he  termed  “the  unbounded  grace”  of  his 


conference,  jurisdiction  and  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Then  presiding  Bishop  Rueben  Job  in¬ 
vited  East  Ohio’s  Dr.  King  to  the  stage  to 
lead  singing.  For  23  minutes  delegates 
and  spectators,  led  by  Dr.  King’s  soaring 
tenor,  sang  hymns  of  affirmation  and 
consolation  as  person  after  person  filed 
down  the  auditorium’s  aisles  to  embrace 
Dr.  Jordan. 

Dr.  Lewis  was  elected  on  the  next  bal¬ 
lot,  the  38th  and  final  tally  of  the  five- 
day  conference.  » 

Bishop  Job  declined  to  read  aloud  the 
final  vote  tally,  affirming  that  the  two- 


thirds  majority  had  been  met  but  saying 
that  to  read  the  total  “would  not  add  to 
the  healing  that  has  begun  here.” 

In  Lincolnesque  manner,  the  first  bish¬ 
op  elected  from  the  Southern  Illinois 
conference  called  his  election  “bitter¬ 
sweet  and  full  of  irony.” 

“I  am  filled  with  pride  and  humility 
and  love  for  my  friend,  Charles,”  Dr. 
Lewis  said. 

Then  he  drew  laughter  from  the  tear- 
stained  delegates  by  adding,  “Now  I’ll 
have  to  figure  out  what  to  tell  them  back 
in  Belleville,  because  I  told  them  not  to 
take  my  nomination  seriously.” 


Grape  boycott 
legality  quizzed 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMR)— South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference  delegates  want 
to  know  if  a  call  for  United  Methodists  to 
boycott  California  table  grapes  is  legal. 

By  a  split  vote,  delegates  to  the  July 
12-15  meeting  passed  a  measure  asking 
the  denomination’s  “supreme  court”  to 
rule  on  the  boycott  call  by  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  executive 
committee. 

But  the  372  delegates— half  clergy, 
half  laity— from  the  eight-state  region 
rejected  a  second  proposal  aimed  at  the 
committee.  That  measure  would  have 
called  on  the  Council  of  Bishops  to  issue 
a  formal  reprimand  to  the  board  if  the 
UM  Judicial  Council  found  the  boycott 
call  illegal. 


ASSOCIATE  GENERAL 
SECRETARY 

The  General  Board  of  Higher  Educa¬ 
tion  and  Ministry  seeks  qualified  appli¬ 
cants  for  Associate  General  Secretary, 
Division  of  Higher  Education.  Candi¬ 
dates  should  possess  knowledge  of 
and  substantial  experience  in  higher 
education,  academic  preparation  in¬ 
cluding  advanced  degrees;  United 
Methodist.  Equal  Opportunity  Employ¬ 
er.  Apply:  Martha  Lawrence,  P.O.  Box 
871,  Nashville,  TN  37202. 


4 Christ  Temptation 9  film:  inaccurate  or  moral? 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— As  opposition  to  the 
film  “The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ” 
continues  to  mount  in  some  Christian 
circles,  other  church  figures  are  say¬ 
ing  the  film  is  a  powerful  one  that 
could  prompt  significant  dialogue  in 
the  Christian  community. 

Critics  of  the  soon-to-be-released 
Universal  Pictures  film  contend  that  it 
paints  an  inaccurate  picture  of  Jesus, 
depicting  him  as  a  mentally  deranged 
and  lust-driven  man  who  convinces 
Judas  Iscariot  to  betray  him. 

A  group  of  Southern  California 
ministers  announced  at  a  July  12 
news  conference  in  Hollywood  that 
they  would  endorse  a  boycott  of  Uni¬ 
versal  Pictures  and  its  parent  compa¬ 
ny  unless  the  studio  withdrew  the 


film,  which  was  directed  by  noted 
filmmaker  Martin  Scorsese. 

The  film  is  based  on  the  novel  of 
the  same  name  by  Nikos  Kazantzakis, 
who  also  wrote  “Zorba  the  Greek,”  a 
novel  which  was  made  into  a  hit  play 
and  movie. 

“The  Last  Temptation”  is  a  work  of 
fiction  that  speculates  on  the  human¬ 
ity  of  Jesus  and  his  struggle  with  his 
mission  as  Messiah. 

On  the  same  day  as  the  Hollywood 
press  conference,  Universal  was  host¬ 
ing  a  screening  of  the  film  in  New 
York.  Representatives  of  the  nation’s 
leading  ecumenical  agency  who  at¬ 
tended  said  they  believe  the  movie 
has  much  merit. 

The  Rev.  David  Pomeroy,  director 
for  media  resources  in  the  Communi¬ 
cations  Commission  of  the  National 


Council  of  Churches,  said  July  13  that 
the  film  is  one  which  puts  emphasis 
on  “a  human  Jesus  who  is  struggling 
with  fears  and  uncertainty.” 

Such  a  portrayal,  Mr.  Pomeroy  sug¬ 
gested,  is  “consonant  with  the  kind  of 
spiritual  struggle  . . .  that  all  of  us  go 
through.” 

The  Rev.  William  Fore,  assistant 
general  secretary  of  the  NCC’s  Com¬ 
munication  Commission,  said  the  film 
does  have  one  major  doctrinal  prob¬ 
lem— that  Jesus’  messiahship  is  de¬ 
pendent  on  his  will,  not  God’s.  But  on 
the  whole,  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ”  is  “a  pretty  good  film,”  said 
Dr.  Fore,  a  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  California-Pacific  Annual 
Conference. 

The  film’s  strong  point,  in  the  NCC 
official’s  view,  is  as  a  moral  statement. 


“I  think  that  the  film  is  a  very  ex¬ 
citing  challenge  to  all  of  us  because  it 
asks  us  to  examine  the  extent  to 
which  we  are  willing  to  deny  our  own 
selfish  instincts  and  follow  Jesus,”  Dr. 
Fore  said. 

Suggestions  that  the  film  is  blas¬ 
phemous  are  exaggerated,  Dr.  Fore 
contended,  because  even  the  messiah¬ 
ship  problem  can  be  viewed  as  consis¬ 
tent  with  strands  of  Christian  thought 
emphasizing  that  “God  depends  on  all 
of  us  for  his  will  to  be  done.” 

A  statement  released  the  day  after 
the  Hollywood  news  conference,  sug¬ 
gests  that  at  least  some  of  the  objec¬ 
tionable  material  cited  by  critics  has 
been  removed  from  the  final  version. 

However,  the  statement  said  the  film 
should  still  be  withdrawn  because  its 


characterization  of  Jesus  “violates  a 
biblical  and  historical  record.” 

Both  Dr.  Fore  and  Mr.  Pomeroy 
emphasized  that  in  the  film  Jesus 
overcomes  his  “last  temptation”— to 
marry  Mary  Magdalene  and  have  a 
family — and  decides  he  must  sacri¬ 
fice  himself  for  humanity. 

That,  said  Mr.  Pomeroy,  is  “a  fairly 
strong  affirmation  of  the  doctrine  of 
atonement.” 

The  film  is  valuable,  he  contended, 
because  the  church  should  be  open  to 
“issues  or  questions  raised  that 
prompt  theological  speculation.” 

Dr.  Fore  said  the  film  appears  pow¬ 
erful  enough  to  be  “useful  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  in  helping  people  with  their 
understanding  of  the  Bible  . . .  and 
what  their  response  to  that  is.” 


UM-funded  nursing  school  feeds  children 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 
Associate  Editor 

MANILA,  Philippines— Thirty-five  un¬ 
dernourished  preschool  children  from 
indigent  families  receive  a  nutritious 
free  lunch  Monday  through  Saturday  at  a 
day-care  center  in  one  of  the  poorest  dis¬ 
tricts  of  Manila. 

Both  the  feeding  program  and  the  day¬ 


care  center  in  the  Tondo  district  are  part 
of  a  community  development  program 
sponsored  and  administered  by  United 
Methodist-related  Mary  Johnston  School 
of  Nursing. 

Mothers  of  children  in  the  feeding  pro¬ 
gram  attend  a  nutrition  class  and  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  food  shopping  and 
preparation  within  a  budget  of  100  pesos 
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1200  Davis  Street.  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Apply  by 
August  12,  1988 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  UNITED  Method¬ 
ist-related  adolescent  residential  treatment  cen¬ 
ter  MSW.  MA,  Ph.D..  or  DSW  in  related  human 
services  field:  5  years  experience  with  3  years  as 
administrator/supervisor  of  residential  treatment 
or  phychiatric  service  for  children/adolescents. 
Knowledge  of  JCAH  standards,  ability  to  develop 
financial  support  from  various  funding  sources 
$46,000  to  $53, 000/year.  Excellent  benefits,  beauti¬ 
ful  surroundings.  Resume:  Search  Committee, 
Fred  Finch  Youth  Center.  3800  Coolidge  Avenue, 
Oakland.  CA  94602  EOE.  Deadline:  August  1, 1988. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR:  NORTHWEST  OHIO 
501  c-3  non  profit  corporation  seeks  executive  di¬ 
rector.  Responsible  for  $16  million  annual  budget 
which  supports  a  very  active  summer  vacation  re¬ 
sort,  group  conferences  and  retreats  and  munici¬ 
pal  activities  Applicants  must  have  strong 
management  skills/experience,  with  a  background 
in  fund  raising,  planning,  finances,  human  rela¬ 
tions  and  communications.  Send  resume  to:  Dr. 
Herbert  Manton,  1206  Stoutenburg  Drive,  Lake¬ 
side.  OH  43440 


THE  ILIFF  SCHOOL  OF  THEOLOGY.  Denver. 
CO.  has  reopened  its  search  for  a  vice  president 
for  development  Reports  to  the  president.  Major 
responsibility  for  fund  raising.  Applications  to  Dr. 
Donald  E.  Messer.  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology. 
2201  South  University  Boulevard,  Denver,  CO 
80210  Due  by  August  5. 1988 


PASTORAL  COUNSELOR  BUNCOMBE  STREET 
UMC.  Greenville.  SC  is  looking  for  an  experienced 
pastoral  counselor  to  start  and  direct  new  counsel¬ 
ing  center  Responsibilities  include  counseling  and 
working  with  board  to  manage  and  finance  center 
Also  some  church-related  activities  coordinated 
with  senior  minister  Looking  for  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  (preferably  United  Methodist),  doctorate,  me- 
member  of  AAMFT,  and  fellow  AAPC.  Please  send 
resume  before  August  10  to:  Steve  Brandt,  Chair, 
Pastoral  Counseling  Committee,  Buncombe  Street 
UMC.  P  O  Drawer  1988,  Greenville,  SC  29602 


REPRINTS  OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
Discipline  of  1798,  which  contain  the  explanatory 
notes  on  Methodist  polity  written  by  Thomas  Coke 
and  Francis  Asbury,  can  be  purchased  for  $7  in¬ 
cluding  postage.  Mail  your  order  and  check  to  In¬ 
stitute  for  the  Study  of  Methodism  at 
Garrett-Evangelical  Theological  Seminary,  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201. 


CHOIR  DIRECTOR.  VOCAL  AND/OR  BELL 
part-time,  for  a  church  of  550  members.  Salary 
commensurate  with  experience,  education,  and 
time  required.  Please  send  resume  to  Pastor-Par¬ 
ish  Committee,  United  Methodist  Church,  29250 
Piping  Rock  Road,  Sun  City,  CA  92381. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-RED  BIRD  MISSION. 
Solid  administrative  experience  required.  Educa¬ 
tion,  business,  or  social  services  background  help¬ 
ful.  Inquiries  to  Ernest  Slusher,  HC69  Box  700, 
Beverly.  KY  40913 


CONFERENCE  STAFF  POSITION,  WNC  Confer¬ 
ence  Age  Level  Ministries  Director.  Must  be  hiL 
ly  creative,  productive,  and  relational.  Must  be 
female.  Please  apply:  P.O.  Box  18005,  Charlotte, 
NC  28218,  attn:  Dr  Donald  W.  Haynes,  Conference 
Director  of  Ministries. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus¬ 
tin,  TX  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep¬ 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels.  Coordina 
tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit 
tee.  FUMC.  P.O.  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 


WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN  S  Minis¬ 
tries  for  spirit-filled  church.  Job  includes  director 
of  nursery  and  pre-school  program.  Must  be  state 
certified  for  child  care  director's  position.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Rev  Carl  E.  Westbrook. 
Saint  Mark's  United  Methodist  Church,  3310  N  Ben 
Jordan.  Victoria,  TX  77901. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN'S  MINISTRY  needed 
for  a  large  downtown  church.  Christian  education 
and  experience  with  children  desirable.  Send  re¬ 
sume:  Rev.  Patricia  DeVoe,  Church  Street  United 
Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  1303,  Knoxville,  TN 
37901 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH-  Myrtle 
Beach,  SC  is  accepting  applications  for  a  full-time 
director  of  Christian  education.  Work  experience 
and  a  degree  in  Christian  education  are  preferred. 
Salary  is  negotiable.  Please  send  resume  with  ref¬ 
erences  to:  The  Reverend  Robert  J  Howell,  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  901  North  Kings  High- 
way.  Myrtle  Beach.  SC  29577,  


FOR  SALE  CHEAP-  MODEL  4000  Addressograph. 
Also  steam  radiators.  (217)  356-9078,  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Champaign,  IL. 


HATTIESBURG,  MS,  MAIN  STREET  UNITED 
Methodist  Church:  1,500  members  in  downtown, 
growing  University  community  Seeking  Minister 
(Director)  of  Music/Christian  Education.  Excellent 
salary  potential  for  person  qualified  in  both  areas 
(will  consider  separate  person  for  both  jobs).  Ex¬ 
cellent  children's  program,  committed  to  first-rate 
music  ministry  Good  potential,  excellent  facili¬ 
ties.  Submit  resume  to  Rev.  J.  Willard  Leggett, 
Box  1009,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401.  (601)  582-5557 


DIRECTOR  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  in  youth 
ministry  position  available  for  1,600-member 
church.  Send  resume.  Sr.  Pastor,  1st  UMC,  P.O. 
Box  1913,  Roswell,  NM  88202 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  Director  of  Christian  Education  with 
emphasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136.  Bartlesville.  OK  74005 


CAMPUS  MINISTER  POSITION  OPEN  at  East 
Central  University  in  Ada,  OK.  Application  dead¬ 
line:  August  31,  1988.  Send  resume  with  at  least 
three  reference  names  and  addresses  and  a  brief 
description  of  your  style  of  ministry  to:  Chair, 
Search  Committee,  United  Campus  Ministry,  205 
South  Francis.  Ada,  OK  74820. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 
Ministries  for  1.000  +  member  congregation  in 
growing  community,  located  in  one  of  most  beauti¬ 
ful  Florida  gulf  cities;  salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to  Robert  Fox,  First  UMC, 
388  First  Ave  South.  Naples,  FL  33940. 


EDUCATOR  NEEDED  TO  DIRECT  YOUTH  pro¬ 

gram  in  large  urban  United  Methodist  Church.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  commensurate  with  experience 
and  education.  Please  send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences  to  Christian  Education  Director.  5501  S. 
Main.  Houston,  TX  77004. 


DYNAMIC  2100-MEMBER  CHURCH  SEEKS  min¬ 
ister  of  families  and  youth  to  continue  and  expand 
a  highly-regarded  youth  program.  Successful  can¬ 
didate  will  combine  good  education  with  experi¬ 
ence  in  family  ministry,  counseling,  and  youth 
programming.  Negotiable  salary/benefit  package. 
Send  resume  and  overview  of  ministry  philosophy 
to  Rev.  Bruce  Mitchell,  Trinity  UMC,  3200  Mana 
tee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton,  FL  34205. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  LARGE  United 
Methodist  Church  in  growing  suburb  of  Dallas.  Ex¬ 
citing  opportunity  for  strong  musician  who  loves 
the  Lord.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr. 
Paul  Morel  1,  FUMC.  Box  110204,  Carrollton.  TX 
75011. 


ATTENTION  YOUTH  MINISTERS!  Bring  your 
youth  group  for  a  weekend  or  a  week  to  beautiful 
Panama  City  Beach,  FL.  Rent  a  2  bedroom,  2  bath 
condo,  which  sleeps  8,  at  Gulf  Highlands  Beach  Re¬ 
sort.  which  has  a  special  area  set  aside  for  church 
groups.  Call  (800)  826-1442  for  additional  informa¬ 
tion. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Gayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 
proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chicken 
scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas).  Cata¬ 
log  $1.  Nancy  Designs,  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue  Earth, 
MN  56013. 


TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROG  RAMS- $49  95  In-, 
eludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release. 
For  more  information  write  Stewardship  Systems, 
P.O.  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie.  TX  75053. 


RETIRED.  SINGLE,  MISSIONARY.  MINISTER,  or 
minister's  widow  for  bookstore.  Housing/small  sti¬ 
pend.  Send  resume  to:  Mount  Sequoyah  Jurisdictional 
Retreat  Center.  150  N.W  Skyline  Dr.,  Fayetteville, 
AR  72701 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for  1400- 
member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Please  send  re¬ 
sume  to  Rev  David  El  Edgar,  St.  John's  United 
Methodist  Church,  5300  South  Alameda,  Corpus  Chris- 
U.  TX  78412. 


(about  $5)  per  meal. 

Each  child’s  weight  and  growth  are 
monitored,  and  when  they  reach  normal 
levels,  the  child  “graduates.”  Then  a  new 
child  is  admitted  to  the  program. 

Another  supplementary  feeding  pro¬ 
gram  provides  milk,  cookies  and  mid¬ 
morning  Bible  stories  to  30  preschool 
children  daily. 

The  60  nursery  and  kindergarten  pu¬ 
pils  enrolled  in  the  day-care  center  pay 
only  30  pesos  ($1.50)  per  month. 

The  development  program  was  begun 
as  a  pilot  project  in  1983  in  the  nine- 
block  Barangay  (neighborhood)  34.  That 
neighborhood  has  400  families  and  a  pop¬ 
ulation  of  4,000. 

Funding  is  provided  by  the  Alumna  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  Mary  Johnston  School  of 
Nursing  and  by  Church  World  Service, 
the  international  relief  arm  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  in  the  United 
States. 

In  1986,  when  Barangay  34  had 
reached  self-sufficiency  and  needed  only 
supervisory  work,  the  project  expanded 
to  Barangay  38,  a  five-block  area  with 
134  families  and  a  population  of  1,800. 

The  development  program  has  three 
components: 

•  Education— training  community 
health  workers,  coordinating  education 
for  out-of-school  youths. 

•  Organization— selecting  a  barangay 
leader  and  setting  up  committees  for 
health,  spiritual  development,  communi¬ 
ty  development,  social  and  recreational 
activities,  and  self-sufficiency. 

•  Direct  services— an  every-other- 
month  medical  clinic,  weekly  health 
clinics  staffed  by  a  trained  health  work¬ 
er  who  teaches  health  care  to  members 
of  the  community  and  helps  with  immu- 


PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

MANILA,  Philippines— A  glass  of  milk  finishes  off  lunch  for  this  young  par¬ 
ticipant  in  the  feeding  program  sponsored  and  administered  by  the  Mary  John¬ 
ston  School  of  Nursing  as  part  of  a  community  development  program. 


nizations,  deworming  children,  circumci¬ 
sions,  minor  surgery  and  family 
planning. 

The  project  serves  as  a  learning  lab¬ 
oratory  for  students  in  the  Mary  John¬ 
ston  School  of  Nursing.  They  make 
family  visits  and  do  home  nursing,  evalu¬ 
ations  and  referrals. 

United  Methodists  can  help  support 
these  programs  through  designated  sec¬ 
ond-mile  giving  to  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church. 


Gifts  to  help  provide  experience  in  ur¬ 
ban  programs  of  public  health  for  nurs¬ 
ing  students  may  be  designated  to  Mary 
Johnston  School  of  Nursing  Public 
Health  Program,  Advance  No.  007840-6. 

Gifts  for  scholarship  assistance  for 
students  who  couldn’t  otherwise  enroll 
may  be  designated  to  Mary  Johnston 
School  of  Nursing:  Scholarships,  Advance 
No.  004836-4. 

All  Advance  gifts  may  be  made 
through  the  annual  conference  treasurer. 


the  church  today 


United  Methodists  give  more 
in  first  half  of  1988 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States  and 
Puerto  Rico  gave  almost  3  percent  more 
in  the  first  half  of  1988  than  in  the  same 
period  a  year  ago  to  underwrite  20  do¬ 
mestic  and  international  programs  of 
their  denomination. 

According  to  a  report  here  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion,  the  total  financial  support  of  the 
programs  was  $40.1  million  through  June 
30.  A  year  ago  the  comparable  figure 
was  almost  $39.1  million. 


Increases  were  recorded  in  12  individ¬ 
ual  funds.  All  four  general  catego¬ 
ries— apportioned,  special  days,  advance 
specials,  and  other— showed  increases. 

UMs  in  South  Central  region 
to  pray  for  drought  victims 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMR)— United 
Methodists  throughout  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  are  being  asked  to  pray  July 
31  for  people  affected  by  the  drought  in 
the  Midwest  and  West. 

The  July  31  date  coincides  with  a  simi¬ 
lar  time  of  prayer  scheduled  by  United 
Methodists  in  the  Western  New  York  An¬ 


nual  Conference,  the  Rev.  Dale  E.  Foo- 
shee  told  the  July  12-15  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference.  Mr.  Fooshee 
was  a  delegate  from  the  Kansas  East 
conference. 

A  resolution  passed  by  jurisdictional 
conference  delegates  calls  on  United 
Methodists  in  the  eight-state  South  Cen¬ 
tral  region  to  join  in  "a  time  of  prayer 
and  consciousness-raising”  for  various 
groups  hurt  by  the  drought. 

Besides  farmers,  those  groups  include 
farm-related  business  people,  migrant 
farm  laborers  and  transportation  work¬ 
ers,  the  resolution  says. 
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A  Word  of  Thanks 

Dear  Friends. 

Over  the  past  week  I  have  accepted  expressions  of  appreciation  that  right¬ 
fully  belong  to  an  army  of  United  Methodists  in  the  Louisiana  Conference.  So  to 
all  of  you  who  assisted  in  the  plans  for  the  1988  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference,  I  pass  along  thanks  from  the  Bishops  of  the  Jurisdiction  and  their 
spouses,  the  Executive  Director  and  his  staff,  the  delegates,  honored  guests  and 
visitors. 

Your  cooperative  attitude  as  well  as  your  generosity  of  time  and  talent,  were 
so  evident.  To  my  local  committees  and  all  of  their  co-workers,  a  deep  and 
sincere  "well  done.” 

Except  for  one  person  who  moved  out  of  state,  every  other  person  chosen  to 
chair  a  committee  honored  his  or  her  commitment  for  the  three-year  duration. 
That  to  me  is  beyond  the  second  mile. 

Thank  you  hardly  seems  adequate  but,  THANK  YOU! 

Marian  Eggerton, 

chair,  SEJ  planning  committee 


Scenes  From  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference 


BISHOP’S  TALK  —  These  bishops  got  together  for  a  moment  during  the  South 
Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  share  some  thoughts.  Pictured  from  1.  to  r., 
Bishop  Millhouse,  the  former  bishop  of  the  Oklahoma  Conference,  Bishop  Bill  Oden, 
Louisiana’s  new  bishop  and  Bishop  John  Wesley  Hardt,  the  present  bishop  of  Okla¬ 
homa,  who  will  be  retiring  September  1. 


GATHERED  TOGETHER  —  Members  of  the  Louisiana  Delegation  are  pictured 
meeting  during  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  in  New  Orleans. 


SPECIAL  PRESENTATION  —  Dr.  Don  Hall,  standing,  presents  a  monetary  gift 


to  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Ben  Oliphint  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  as  an  expression  of 
appreciation  for  their  leadership  since  Bishop  Walter  Underwood’s  death. 


MEET  THE  PRESS  —  Press  intervievs  were  held  with  the  new  bishops  follow¬ 
ing  their  elections  and  appointments.  Pic  lured  from  1.  to  r.  are:  Bryant  Oden,  the 
bishop's  son,  Mrs.  Marilyn  Oden,  Bishop  Bill  Oden,  Bishop  Bruce  Blake,  assigned  to 
the  Dallas  Area,  and  his  wife,  Mrs.  Karen  Blake. 


SPECIAL  BREAKFAST  —  Members  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered  to¬ 
gether  on  the  last  morning  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference  to  meet 
their  new  bishop. 


SPEAKING  TO  CONFERENCE  MEMBERS  -  Bishop  Bill  Oden  is  pictured 
above  addressing  a  capacity  crowd  of  more  than  240  people  at  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Breakfast  held  at  the  Marriott  in  New  Orleans. 


GETTING  ACQUAINTED  —  Bishop  Bill  Oden,  left,  and  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  new 
Dean  of  the  Cabinet,  right,  are  discussing  the  bishop's  appointment  to  Louisiana  at 
the  breakfast. 


Applications  being  accepted  from  Conference  Youth  for  Mission  of  Peace  Trip  to  the  Soviet  Union 


Youth  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  represent 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  on  a 
Peace  Trip  to  the  Soviet  Union  from  July 
17  to  August  12, 1989. 

Thirty-six  youth  and  six  adult  leaders 
will  go  to  Russia  as  citizen  diplomats  in 
the  summer  of  1989.  This  trip  will  give 
the  participants  the  opportunity  to  meet 
other  youth  and  other  people  in  the  Juris¬ 
diction  as  well  as  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
They  will  also  be  able  to  share  mutual 
interests  in  healthy  ways  to  work  toward 
a  peaceful  world  and  then  report  back 
their  experiences  and  impressions  to  the 
churches  and  people  of  the  United  States 
and  thus  complete  a  circle  of  love  for 
God’s  creation. 


Each  Annual  Conference  in  the  Juris¬ 
diction  will  have  the  opportunity  to  fill 
two  representative  slots  with  youth  who 
have  completed  their  sophomore,  junior 
or  senior  years  in  high  school,  chosen  to 
prepare  themselves  through  study  and 
reflection  for  the  mission  to  the  Soviet 
Union.  By  accepting  a  position  on  the  So¬ 
viet  Mission  Team,  representatives  dedi¬ 
cate  themselves  to  the  goals:  to  build 
greater  understanding  of  the  problems  of 
the  world  and  the  possibilities  of  peace¬ 
ful  solutions  as  they  relate  to  the  United 
States  and  Russia,  to  promote  peace  and 
world  order  through  cultural  exchange 
with  the  youth  of  the  Soviet  Union,  and  to 
learn  of  the  mission  of  the  church  in  the 
wider  world  through  this  experience. 


1988  Pastors’  School  Offers 
Opportunity  to  Celebrate  the 
250th  Anniversary  of  Aldersgate 


A  group  of  United  Methodists  from 
across  the  Louisiana  Conference  will  be 
journeying  to  England  to  celebrate  the 
250th  Anniversary  of  the  Aldersgate  Ex¬ 
perience  of  John  Wesley,  during  the  first 
two  weeks  of  August. 

This  tour  is  designed  to  give  the  maxi¬ 
mum  in  gaining  a  perspective  of  Method¬ 
ism  and  its  beginning  as  well  as  the 
experience  of  other  landmarks  in  En¬ 
glish  history.  There  are  190  ministers, 
and  their  spouses  and  lay  persons  mak¬ 
ing  this  trip  from  Louisiana. 

Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  will  be  giving  the 
special  lecture,  entitled  “The  world  is 
my  Parish  ...”  Some  other  highlights  of 
the  trip  will  include  Mrs.  Leora  Trice,  a 
surviving  spouse  in  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  who  will  be  portraying  Susanna 
Wesley  in  one  of  her  lectures.  There  will 
also  be  an  opportunity  to  see  a  Shake¬ 


spearean  play  and  for  visitors  to  attend  a 
Medieval  banquet. 

Stops  in  England  will  include  London, 
where  those  making  the  trip  will  visit 
Westminster  Abbey,  Hyde  Park,  Picca¬ 
dilly  Circus,  Buckingham  Palace,  Lon¬ 
don  Bridge,  see  the  Changing  of  the 
Guard  and  much  more. 

In  Windsor  and  Oxford,  Windsor  Castle 
will  be  part  of  the  tour.  Visitors  will  also 
see  Christ  Church  College,  where  the 
three  Wesley  brothers  were  students, 
Samuel  Jr.,  John  and  Charles,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  College  where  John  served  as  a  fel¬ 
low  and  lectured  in  Greek  and  Ethics. 

Other  sight-seeing  stops  will  be  in  Cov¬ 
entry,  Stratford,  Bristol,  Pill,  Cardiff, 
Epworth,  Birmingham  and  Gloucester. 

This  trip  is  the  option  for  Pastor’s 
School  for  1988  and  the  Dean  is  Rev.  Carl 
Rhoads. 


Before  going  on  the  trip,  each  person 
chosen  will  have  certain  reading  require¬ 
ments  to  complete.  There  will  also  be  a 
two-day  Orientation  Retreat  in  Dallas 
immediately  preceding  the  trip.  Then, 
following  the  trip,  an  additional  day-long 
retreat  will  be  held  to  de-brief  the  group 
participants  and  to  aid  them  with  plan¬ 
ning  for  presentations  back  home.  Each 
person  is  expected  to  make  at  least  four 
such  reports  after  the  trip,  to  contribute 
enrichment  to  the  life  of  the  church  and 
the  community,  speaking  to  churches, 
classes,  school  and  service  groups. 

The  cost  of  the  trip  is,  from  Dallas/Ft. 
Worth  to  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  return: 
$2,650  and  the  retreat  cost,  Dallas  (re¬ 
quired):  $150.  Each  person's  costs  of 


travel  to  and  from  Dallas  are  additional, 
depending  on  his/her  own  arrangements 
to  drive,  fly  or  take  the  bus.  Price  quotes 
include  all  air  and  ground  transporta¬ 
tion,  meals  and  hotel  charges  including 
tips,  except  for  some  meals  on  the  time 
in  Helsinki.  Spending  money  is  the  only 
extra  expense,  for  such  things  as  souve¬ 
nirs. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  will  contribute  $1,000  per  person 
to  help  with  the  cost. 

If  you  meet  the  requirements  and  are 
interested  in  making  the  Peace  Trip, 
please  complete  the  following  and  send 
it  to  Carolyn  Dove,  Youth  Coordinator  at 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
70802.  The  deadline  for  this  information 
to  be  turned  in  is  September  1, 1988. 


August  Conference 
Calendar 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Foundation  Month 
1-4  Pastors’  School,  Shreveport 
1-5  Junior  High  II  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

1- 5  Elementary  III  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 

2- 9  Pastors’  School,  “Our  Methodist  Heritage”  tour  to  England 
5-7  Lab  School,  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport 

8-12  "Youth  ’88",  Western  Illinois  University,  McComb,  Illinois 
8-12  Elementary  II  Camp,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  (formerly  Lake  Charles 
Camp) 

8-12  Middle  Elementary  II  Camp,  Camp  Istrouma 

15  Deadline  for  2nd  Year  Candidate  Assignments  to  Ordained  Ministry 
Registrar  (Sermon  and  Doctrinal) 

18-21  Cursillo  #12,  Tall  Timbers 

19  Legislative  Liaison  Committee  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00 
a.m. 

20  United  Methodist  Men  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  First  Church, 
Pineville,  10:00  a.m. -2:00  p.m. 

23  Louisiana  CrossLines  Board  of  Directors  Meeting,  Istrouma  Church, 
10:00  a.m. 


Application  for  Youth  Mission  of  Peace 


Trip  to  the  Soviet  Union 

Name  _ _ _ 

Address _ 

Church - Grade  in  School  _ 

Please  include  a  recommendation  from  your  pastor  and  answers  to  the 
following  questions. 

1.  What  do  you  expect  to  learn  as  a  representative  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church? 

2.  How  do  you  feel  you  could  share  this  experience? 

3.  Why  do  you  want  to  travel  to  the  Soviet  Union? 


Appointment  Changes  Announced 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint  announces  the  following  changes  in  appointments  for  the  Loui¬ 
siana  Conference: 

Effective  July  1,  Richard  Gillespie,  Elder  in  Full  Connection,  from  the  Trinity 
UMC,  Alexandria,  Alexandria  District,  to  Chemical  Dependency  Therapist,  Texar¬ 
kana,  Texas. 

Effective  August  1.  William  H.  Willis,  Elder  in  Full  Connection,  from  the  Sicily  Is- 
land-Harrisonburg  Charge,  Monroe  District,  to  Trinity  UMC,  Alexandria,  Alexandria 
District. 

Sicily  Island-Harrisonburg  Charge,  Monroe  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Effective  August  1,  Dale  K.  Hensarling,  Elder  in  Full  Connection,  from  Associate, 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  to  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  Shreveport,  Shreveport  District,  as  Director  of  Church  Relations. 

Effective  August  1,  Kenneth  C.  Duke,  Probationary  Member,  transferred  from  the 
North  Mississippi  Conference  to  Associate,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  Baton 
Rouge-Hammond  District. 

Effective  August  1,  Freddie  C.  Henderson,  Elder  in  Full  Connection,  from  Jordan- 
LeJeune  Charge,  Baton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  to  Wesley  UMC,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District. 

Jordan-LeJeune  Charge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Effective  August  15,  David  G.  Tricket,  Elder  in  Full  Connection,  from  Director  of 
Tulane  Wesley  Center  New  Orleans,  New  Orleans-Houma  District,  to  Director  of 
Washington  Ecumenical  Theological  Consortium. 

Effective  August  15,  John  M.  Higginbotham,  Probationary  Member,  from  the 
Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  Charge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  to  Director  of 
Tulane  Wesley  Center,  New  Orleans,  New  Orleans-Houma  District. 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel,  Baton  Rouge  Hammond  District,  to  be  supplied. 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

A  UMR  Interpretive  Analysis 

What  difference  to  church,  world  does  a  bishop  make? 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

“If  I  were  drowning,  I’d  rather  be 
spotted  by  a  burglar  who  could  swim 
:than  by  a  bishop  who  couldn’t.” 

That  imagery,  although  attributed  by 
some  to  John  Wesley,  reflects  a  concern 
df  countless  modern-day  Christians 
about  today’s  religious  leaders. 

At  the  heart  of  that  concern  is  a  dis¬ 
turbing  suspicion,  namely  that  bishops 
and  other  such  leaders  make  little  con¬ 
structive  difference  in  human  affairs. 

The  recent  elections  of  15  new  United 
Methodist  bishops,  and  the  hopes  for  a 
“new  day”  that  such  elections  typically 
arouse,  provide  a  fresh  opportunity  for  re¬ 
flecting  on  that  concern  (see  UMR,  July  22). 

St  Paul  teaches  that  the  office  of  bishop 
entails  a  “noble  task”  (1  Timothy  3:1).  Re¬ 
gardless  of  how  skeptical  or  even  cynical 
;We  might  be,  it’s  likely  that  most  of  us,  par- 
•ticularly  those  of  us  in  the  church,  retain 
•the  ideal  of  “nobility,”  of  lofty  spiritual  and 
•moral  influence,  for  our  religious  leaders. 

•!  Retaining  that  ideal  is  difficult,  how¬ 
ever,  in  an  age  when  powerful  social  and 
•Cultural  forces  conflict  with  a  Christian 
understanding  of  life.  The  widely  publi¬ 
cized  moral  failures  of  numerous  promi¬ 
nent  religious  leaders  during  recent 
years  only  compound  that  difficulty. 

What  difference  do  they  make? 

Given  that  sobering  reality,  what  can 
we  expect  of  our  highest  ranking  religious 
leaders?  Besides  their  prescribed  power  to 
appoint  pastors  to  areas  of  service,  what 
discernible  difference  do  bishops  make  in 
'  the  church,  to  individuals  and  to  society? 

The  following  reflections  suggest  at 
least  partial  answers  to  such  questions. 

•  Bishops  offer  visible,  public  models  of 
the  Christian  life. 

As  models,  their  influence  is  a  two- 
edged  sword.  On  the  one  hand,  through 
their  public  deeds  and  pronouncements, 
bishops  provide  examples  and  instruction 
for  countless  people  of  what  it  means  to 
be  a  Christian  in  the  20th  century. 

On  the  other  hand,  their  visibility  also 
;  invites  scrutiny  of  Christianity’s  moral  fi¬ 
ber  by  skeptics  and  unbelievers.  Hence, 
bishops  bear  a  special  burden  for  uphold- 
.  ing  the  spiritual  and  moral  integrity  of 
the  faith.  That  burden  includes  being 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


faithful  bearers  of  the  Gospel  in  its  per¬ 
sonal  and  social  dimensions,  including  its 
call  to  personal  and  societal  repentance. 

Bishops  help  shape  the  agenda  that 
claims  the  resources  and  energies  of  the 
Christian  community. 

In  recent  years,  the  bishops’  collective 
influence  on  that  agenda  has  been  most 
evident  in  the  Council  of  Bishops'  moral 
leadership  regarding  the  arms  race.  Their 
study  document,  “In  Defense  of  Creation,” 
continues  to  inform  and  challenge  United 
Methodist  Christians.  Since  the  15  newly 
elected  bishops  represent  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  the  council’s  active  members 
(65),  that  suggests  the  potential  for  size¬ 
able  shifts  in  that  body’s  agenda. 

Individually,  not  every  bishop  takes  an 
equally  active  agenda-setting  role.  Yet, 
even  by  inaction,  a  bishop’s  influence  is  felt 
by  reinforcing  the  status  quo  or  via  the  im¬ 
pact  of  others  whose  own  agendas  fill  the 
resulting  vacuum.  Hence,  it  is  important  to 
be  aware  of  what  bishops  are  not  doing  as 
well  as  what  they  are  doing.  Both  are 
shaping  us  as  a  community  of  faith. 

Bishops  influence  the  style  and  focus 
of  the  pastors  under  their  appointment 
and  hence  the  style  and  focus  of  the  con¬ 
gregations  led  by  those  pastors. 

Few  if  any  pastors  are  mere  “copy¬ 
cats,”  nor  should  they  be.  But  at  least 
among  those  who  have  basic  respect  for 
the  bishops’  office  and  person,  it  is  predict¬ 
able  that  something  will  “rub  off”— an 
emphasis  on  preaching,  a  pastoral  style,  a 
social  agenda,  etc.  That  is  particularly 
true  if  a  bishop  remains  in  his  or  her  area 
for  more  than  a  single  four-year  term. 

It  is  significant  that  most  of  the  recent¬ 
ly  elected  bishops  are  relatively  young 
and  available  to  serve  at  least  three  such 
terms.  A  few  will  be  eligible  to  serve  six 
terms.  In  other  words,  virtually  an  entire 
generation  of  pastors  and  lay  leaders  will 
move  into  and  through  the  church  under 
the  influence  of  these  “24-year  bishops.” 
Hence,  the  emphases  of  these  leaders 
bear  particular  watching  as  a  preview  of 
the  church  of  the  future. 

Bishops  inject  special  individual  qual¬ 
ities  into  the  life  of  the  church. 

Each  bishop  brings  to  the  episcopal  of¬ 
fice  a  unique  blend  of  gender,  ethnic  and 
personal  histories,  including  the  influence 
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Two  new  United  Methodist  bishops 
are  consecrated.  Their  recent  elections, 
along  with  13  other  new  bishops,  provide 
a  fresh  opportunity  to  reflect  on  the  sus¬ 
picion  that  such  leaders  make  little  con¬ 
structive  difference. 

of  his  or  her  generational  peers.  Because 
of  a  bishop’s  wide  exposure  as  a  general 
superintendent  of  the  whole  church,  those 
histories  make  a  special  imprint  on  the 
wider  body  of  Christ.  Conversely,  when  a 
bishop  dies  or  retires  from  active  service, 
something  of  his  or  her  special  set  of  gifts 
is  removed  from  us. 

Hence,  it  is  advisable  to  avoid  stereotyp¬ 
ing  bishops,  as  too  often  is  done.  By  not 
stereotyping,  we  enhance  the  likelihood  of 
getting  maximum  benefit  from  each  bish¬ 
op’s  singularity.  We  gain  most  from  his  or 
her  leadership  when  we  recognize  and  re¬ 
ceive  each  bishop’s  distinctive  gifts  as 
unique  women  and  men  of  God. 

Bishops  make  an  impact  in  the  public 
arena  beyond  the  church. 

Critics  have  lamented  the  loss  of  influ¬ 
ence  by  religious  leaders,  including  bishops, 
in  the  halls  of  public  power.  What  they  re¬ 
member,  however,  is  a  bygone  era  when 
church  and  state  shared  an  easier,  less  ad¬ 
versarial  relationship.  In  recent  years,  per¬ 
ceived  direct  influence  by  religious  leaders 
on  public  policy  has  been  largely  restricted 
to  people  like  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  who 
are  willing  to  bless  particular  politicians. 


A  UM  bishop  who  followed  a  similar 
course  would  have  difficulty  retaining 
credibility,  given  the  UMC  membership’s 
social  and  political  diversity.  But  it’s  im¬ 
portant  to  recognize  that,  acting  within 
the  framework  of  the  church’s  Social 
Principles,  numerous  bishops  have 
helped  shape  public  policy  in  recent 
years  via  their  leadership  on  issues  such 
as  apartheid  in  South  Africa,  domestic 
civil  rights  and  international  peace. 

Other  questions  emerge 

Other  questions  emerge  in  light  of  the 
above  about  those  we  elect  as  bishops 
than  whether  they  “make  a  difference.” 
They  clearly  do,  even  in  a  secular  culture. 

But  does  the  difference  they  make— as 
Christian  models,  agenda  shapers,  pasto¬ 
ral  mentors,  gifted  people  and  public  poli¬ 
cy  molders — advance  the  kingdom  of  God 
on  earth  in  a  credible  and  compelling  way 
to  a  spiritually  drowning  world? 

Any  answer  we  give  to  that  question 
must  go  beyond  what  retired  Bishop 
Wayne  Clymer  recently  called  the 
church’s  “corporate  mentality,”  that  is, 
measuring  success  or  failure  solely  in 
quantifiable,  numerical  terms. 

Bishop  Clymer  told  delegates  at  the 
Western  Jurisdictional  Conference  that 
the  truly  important  question  for  United 
Methodists  is  not  how  can  a  9-million- 
member  church  become  a  10-million- 
member  church.  Rather,  he  said,  the 
really  meaningful  question  is  what  can 
God  do  with  9  million  members? 

That  question  is  adaptable  for  assessing 
the  bishops  to  whom  we  UMs  look  as  our 
highest-ranking  spiritual  and  organization¬ 
al  leaders:  What  can  God  do  with  those  peo¬ 
ple,  and  how  do  their  efforts  reflect  God’s 
will  for  United  Methodism  in  our  time? 

That  question  cries  out  for  reflection  and 
response  by  every  United  Methodist  Chris¬ 
tian.  Most  urgent  is  the  need  to  clarify  our 
collective  understanding  of  God’s  will  for 
our  church.  Otherwise,  ours  is  a  drowning 
body  even  swimming  bishops  can’t  rescue. 

Hence,  as  we  struggle  with  that  ques¬ 
tion  we  must  confess  that  bishops  arpn’t 
the  only  parts  of  the  body  called  to 
“make  a  difference.” 

Whatever  positive  difference  they 
make  is  directly  related  to  the  faithful¬ 
ness  with  which  others  of  us  take  up  our 
equally  “noble  task”  of  serving  Christ. 


Shell  boycott  column  fuels  praise,  sadness 


AW  PARENTS  HAVE 
STARTED  PAMILV 
PEVOTIONS 
AT  OUR  HOUSE 


W6  READ  THE 
BlgEf  AMD  PRAV 


IT  MU9T  B£ 
IMPORTANT 


To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  compliment  Don  Brewer  on 
a  very  fine  “Here  I  Stand”  column  (see 
UMR,  July  8).  I  am  sure  that  at  least  80 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Now  to  him  who  by  the  power  at 
work  within  us  is  able  to  do  far  more 
abundantly  than  all  that  we  ask  or 
think,  to  him  be  glory  in  the  church 
and  in  Christ  Jesus  to  all  genera¬ 
tions,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.” 
(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  2  Corinthians  4:8,9) 

Readings  for  week  of  August  1 

■  Monday:  Psalms  34:  1-10 
Tuesday:  Psalms  34:11-22 

;  Wednesday :  2  Samuel  12:15b-24 
.  Thursday:  2  Samuel  12:25-31 
:  Friday :  Ephesians  4:1-6 

■  Saturday:  Ephesians  4:7-24 
•  Sunday:  John  6:24-35 
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percent  of  United  Methodist  Church 
members  agree  with  him. 

The  narrow-minded  thinking  of  the 
people  who  came  up  with  the  idea  of  boy¬ 
cotting  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  is  likened  to  the 
old  saying,  “throwing  out  the  baby  with 
the  bath  water.” 

How  a  minority  of  liberals  have  so 
much  say  for  the  majority  of  United 
Methodism’s  members  is  a  constant 
amazement  to  me. 

I  can  see  why  the  denomination  is 
steadily  losing  membership.  It’s  because 
there  are  too  many  people  in  our  church 
in  responsible  positions  who  are  more  in¬ 
terested  in  politics  than  they  are  in 
spreading  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 

If  I  weren’t  a  50-year  member  of  the 
church,  I  would  be  thinking  of  changing 
denominations  myself. 

Val  Schreiner 
Orangeville,  Illinois 

We  should  thank  Shell 

To  the  Editor: 

I  salute  Don  E.  Bt-ewer  of  Artesia, 
N.M.,  for  his  thoughtful,  concise  and  im¬ 
portant  word  in  opposition  to  the  Shell 
boycott  passed  by  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  in  St.  Louis  (see  UMR,  July  8). 

More  than  that,  at  the  1986  annual  cor¬ 
porate  meeting  of  Shell,  South  Africa, 
the  company  went  on  public  record  as 
opposing  apartheid. 

Shell,  South  Africa,  has  been  superb  in 
its  social  work  in  housing,  education, 
safety  and  placing  black  people  as  line 
foremen.  Shell,  South  Africa,  has  publicly 
espoused  the  fundamental  policies  of  the 
banned  Africa  National  Congress,  which 
call  for  a  united  South  Africa  where  all 
citizens,  black,  white  and  colored,  enjoy 
full  access  to  political,  economic  and  so¬ 
cial  benefits. 

In  my  opinion,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  should  thank  Shell,  South  Africa, 
for  its  courageous  and  prophetic  leader¬ 
ship  in  a  most  difficult  situation. 

I’ve  never  bought  a  tank  of  Shell  gaso¬ 
line,  but  if  the  boycott  passes  muster 
with  the  Judicial  Council,  I  plan  to  be¬ 
come  a  regular  customer  of  Shell. 

Jack  Heacock 
Austin,  Texas 

Love  motivates  boycotts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  was  deeply  saddened  to  read  the  July 
8  statement  by  Don  Brewer  about  the 
boycott  of  Shell  Oil. 

Mr.  Brewer  has  mistakenly  taken  an 
act  of  Christian  compassion  as  a  punish¬ 
ment  on  himself  as  a  Shell  jobber.  He 
needs  to  realize  that  our  anguish  for  him 
is  as  real  as  our  anguish  for  blacks  in 
South  Africa  who  are  being  tortured  by 
their  government. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  1,600  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Pulaski  Heights  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  (Little 
Rock  Annual  Conference). 

This  congregation  is  the  most  recent 
addition  to  the  more  than  360  local 
churches  across  the  United  States  that 
publish  special  editions  of  the  Reporter. 
These  editions  combine  local  church  news 
with  general  religious  news  and  opinion 
and  are  mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to 


Methods  of  boycott— of  grapes,  gaso¬ 
line  or  anything  else— are  motivated  by 
the  love  of  God  expressed  through  his 
faithful  people.  We  are  learning  slowly 
through  this  20th  century  that  economic 
pressure,  by  sanctions  or  boycotts,  is  a 
loving,  non-violent  way  to  influence  self¬ 
ish  business  organizations  to  be  more 
considerate  of  human  beings,  as  we  did 
with  Nestle  milk  products  so  effectively. 
It  is  so  much  more  just  than  destroying 
property  or  hurting  people. 

A  thoughtful  Christian  Shell  jobber 
could  appreciate  the  careful  way  in 
which  we  make  our  money  talk.  His  is  a 
small  sacrifice  compared  with  what  we 
are  trying  to  alleviate.  And  as  soon  as 
the  company  capitulates,  we  will  imme¬ 
diately  return  to  business  as  usual. 

Mr.  Brewer  is  completely  wrong  in  ap¬ 
plying  the  boycott  to  himself  as  a  person. 
If  I  were  in  the  Artesia,  N.M.,  church,  I 
would  particularly  befriend  him  in  this 
time  of  stress.  I  doubt  that  a  single  per¬ 
son  in  his  church  or  community  will  dis¬ 
criminate  against  him  personally  or 
shun  him  or  chastise  his  family. 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

We  lack  right  to  boycott 

To  the  Editor: 

When  the  issue  of  the  Reporter  came 
several  months  ago  and  an  article  re¬ 
vealed  that  our— my  church— was  advo¬ 
cating  a  boycott  of  Shell  Oil,  I  felt  a 
sadness  unlike  any  I  have  felt  in  the  60 
years  that  I’ve  been  a  Methodist. 

I  couldn’t  then,  nor  can  I  now,  under¬ 
stand  how  the  governing  body  can  call 
for  action  that  will  affect  the  livelihood 
of  so  many  people  in  our  country. 

I  must  applaud  Don  E.  Brewer  for  his 
article  in  the  July  8  issue.  I  pray  that  the 
Judicial  Council  will  take  heed. 

As  Christians  we  don’t  have  the  right 


the  homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Little  Rock, 
we  say,  “Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  read¬ 
ers  in  providing  feedback  and  opinion 
through  such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


to  boycott  any  group  making  an  honest 
living. 

Margaret  H.  Colby 
Memphis,  Tennessee 

Let’s  curb  agency  prophets 

To  the  Editor: 

I  continue  to  be  appalled  at  the  way 
our  denominational  boards  and  agencies 
function  irresponsibly! 

The  call  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  for  a  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes  is  the  latest  example. 

In  the  July  1  issue  of  the  Reporter,  we 
were  told  of  this  action,  which  came  less 
than  60  days  after  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  had  voted  against  such  action. 

Although  we  are  told  that  the  boards 
can  speak  only  for  themselves  and  not 
for  the  whole  church,  the  truth  is  that 
these  actions  are  interpreted  by  numer¬ 
ous  people  as  the  United  Methodist 
Church  speaking  through  these  elected 
representatives. 

It  is  time  that  our  general  boards  be¬ 
come  servants  of  the  church,  not  pre¬ 
sumptuous  prophets  to  the  world.  The 
responsibilities  of  the  general  boards 
should  be  to: 

1)  Interpret  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference  and  how  the  United  Methodist 
Church  stands  on  different  issues  (as  en¬ 
acted  by  its  highest  legislative  body);  and, 

2)  Make  recommendations  to  the  Gener¬ 
al  Conference  at  its  next  session  about 
changes  that  need  to  be  made  and  actions 
that  need  to  be  taken  by  the  whole  church. 

The  role  of  prophet  can  be  filled  by 
our  bishops  and  by  preachers  in  local 
churches. 

Ben  R.  Chamness 
Kingwood,  Texas 

Print  more  about  media 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wanted  to  write  to  thank  you  for  pub¬ 
lishing  the  thought-provoking  article  by 
the  Rev.  Joe  Brownrigg  entitled,  “TV 
show  gives  compelling  glimpse  into  gen¬ 
erations  spiritual  struggles”  (see  UMR, 
July  1). 

We’d  really  like  to  see  more  articles  of 
this  kind  published  regularly  in  the  Re¬ 
porter.  The  effect  of  the  media  on  our 
nation’s  spirituality  is  and  has  been 
greatly  overlooked. 

Let’s  see  more  on  this  topic  in  future 
issues. 

Roberta  and  Rick  Reed 
Redwood  City,  California 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Little  Rock,  Ark, 
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Here  I  Stand 

Old  photo  helps  focus 


concern  for  itineracy 

By  MICHAELE  S.  RUSSELL 


The  newspaper  lining  the  bottom  of 
the  old,  dome-top  trunk  was  yellow, 
brittle  and  dated 
April  24, 1939. 

Forty-nine 
years  ago!  I 
wasn’t  even  born 
49  years  ago.  Nine 
more  years  would 
have  to  pass  be¬ 
fore  Ralph  and 
Helen  Spitzer  Michaele  Russell 
would  present  the  world  with  their 
second,  and  last,  girl  child,  Michaele. 

Yet  there  was  the  yellowed  paper, 
staring  up  at  me  from  the  bottom  of 
the  trunk  my  mother  had  bought  for 
me  for  my  18th  birthday,  and  one  pic¬ 
ture  caught  my  eye. 

The  caption  read,  “Freed  priest  and 
‘jailers.’  ”  The  picture  showed  a  tall, 
broad-shouldered  priest  with  a  kind 
face,  perhaps  in  his  50s,  surrounded 
by  a  handful  of  his  parishioners.  Un¬ 
der  the  picture  I  read  these  words: 

“Surrounded  by  parishioners  who 
had  held  him  prisoner,  the  Rev.  Simon 
Borkowski  of  St.  Barbara’s  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  Vulcan,  Mich.,  is 
shown  leaving  his  parish  house  for  the 
first  time  since  June  1938.” 

The  “jailers”  decided  to  let  their 
priest  assume  a  new  charge  at  Pulaski, 
Wis.,  after  the  courts  intervened. 

Almost  a  year  had  gone  by  while  Si¬ 
mon  Borkowski  remained  in  his  parish 
house,  imprisoned  by  parishioners  who 
wanted  him  to  stay  where  he  was  and 
not  move  on  to  the  new  assignment. 

Now  I  have  no  idea  about  what  the 
particulars  were  surrounding  Bor- 
kowski’s  reassignment,  but  the  haunt¬ 
ing  little  picture  and  caption  of 
yesteryear  raised  several  questions  in 
my  mind,  such  as: 

What  kind  of  ministry  was  going  on 
in  the  St.  Barbara  community  during 
the  months  of  imprisonment? 

What  kind  of  ministry  did  Bor¬ 
kowski  have  that  so  endeared  him  to 
his  congregation? 

Was  it  time  for  the  priest  to  move 


on,  or  was  his  move  initiated  by  his 
superiors? 

Then  I  began  to  wonder  about  the 
itinerant  system  within  my  own  de¬ 
nomination  and  a  new  set  of  questions 
formed  in  my  mind: 

Does  itineracy  present  more  prob¬ 
lems  than  it  solves? 

Who  benefits  more  from  the  itinerant 
system?  Pastor?  Congregation?  Both? 

Should  all  pastors  itinerate? 

If  the  ministry  in  an  appointment  is 
effective  and  positive,  should  the  pas¬ 
tor  involved  be  moved  solely  for  the 
sake  of  the  itinerant  system? 

Any  one  of  the  questions  could  trig¬ 
ger  a  lifelong  debate— and  has,  in 
some  cases— but  each  one  deserves 
some  consideration. 

The  issues  of  a  house  arrest  and  a 
court  decision  didn’t  particularly 
bless  my  heart,  but  I  still  had  to  smile 
to  myself  when  I  looked  at  that  old, 
yellowed  photograph. 

Why?  Because  it’s  a  wonderful  feel¬ 
ing  to  be  appreciated  by  a  congrega¬ 
tion,  to  be  loved  and  involved  in  a 
mutual  ministry  of  caring  and  shar¬ 
ing  between  pastor  and  congregation. 

So  much  of  life  doesn’t  work  out. 
When  we  find  a  small  part  of  it  work¬ 
ing,  do  we  have  the  right  to  tamper 
with  it  for  the  sake  of  the  system? 

Basically,  the  itinerant  system  has 
been  good  for  the  church  as  a  whole. 
It  has  probably  saved  the  sanity  and 
well-being  of  many  a  pastor  and  con¬ 
gregation. 

There  is  a  lot  to  be  said  for  the  mu¬ 
tual  ministries  of  pastors  and  congre¬ 
gations,  too.  May  all  bishops  and 
cabinets  let  them  run  their  courses. 
So  be  it. 

“Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  the  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Michaele  S. 
Russell  is  pastor  of  Greenwood  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Greenwood,  Del. 
(Peninsula  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum)  to  “ Here  J 
Stand,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  7526&0275. 


My  Witness 

Have  I  joined  fny  church 
for  all  the  wrong  reasons? 


By  MARIAN  HOWELL 

Did  I  join  the  United  Methodist  Church 
for  all  the  wrong  reasons? 

I  grew  up  in  a 
household  where  re¬ 
ligion  didn’t  play  an 
important  part  in 
our  lives.  I  had  fine 
parents  who  provid¬ 
ed  the  necessities  of 
life  for  us  and  some 
of  the  luxuries. 

They  expected  us 
to  behave  ourselves  according  to  the  rig¬ 
id  middle-class  society  in  which  we  lived. 
However,  we  didn’t  receive  any  religious 
training.  I  often  attended  Sunday  school 
with  the  neighborhood  children,  Method¬ 
ists,  Baptists  and  even  my  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic  friends. 

I  would  have  joined  any  of  the  three 
churches  if  my  parents  hadn’t  held  me  in 
check.  The  Baptist  church,  where  many 
of  my  friends  went,  appealed  to  me  the 
most.  I  thought  it  would  be  great  to  be 
immersed. 

When  I  married,  my  interest  in  church 
life  disappeared  until  I  had  my  own  fam¬ 
ily.  When  my  children  were  little,  we 
moved  into  a  small  town  where  we  were 
strangers  and  very  lonely.  I  said,  “Why 
not  join  a  church?” 

My  reasoning  was  simple.  We  needed 
something  to  do  on  Sundays.  We  needed 
to  get  the  children  into  Sunday  school, 
and  we  needed  friends. 

As  most  of  our  neighbors  were  Meth¬ 
odists,  we  joined  the  Methodist  church. 
That  was  the  logic  I  used  in  choosing  a 


church  home.  The  church  served  its  pur¬ 
pose  those  first  few  years,  until  I  was 
faced  with  a  real  crisis. 

I  found  I  was  spiritually  and  emotional¬ 
ly  unprepared  for  an  emergency  that  af¬ 
fected  my  family.  My  pastor  and  church 
friends  were  supportive,  but  I  felt  my 
personal  prayers  were  going  up  in  smoke. 

I  didn’t  ask  for  or  expect  a  miracle, 
but  I  did  expect  my  fears,  self-pity  and 
doubts  to  lessen.  When  morning  would 
come  after  a  restless  night,  my  worries 
were  right  there  to  greet  me  with  no  an¬ 
swers  or  relief  from  my  problems. 

This  dark  time  in  my  life  happened  40 
years  ago.  Over  the  years  I  hope  I  have 
learned  something  from  the  experience 
of  living.  I  do  know  now  that  spirituality 
is  a  gift  that  must  be  earned.  Also,  I  have 
found  answers  to  some  of  the  questions  I 
have  asked  myself  from  time  to  time. 

Did  I  become  a  United  Methodist  for 
all  the  wrong  reasons? 

No.  I  became  a  United  Methodist  for 
all  the  right  reasons.  My  children  did 
grow  up  in  the  Methodist  and  United 
Methodist  churches.  I  have  made  many 
lasting  friends.  I  have  found  a  place 
within  the  structure  of  the  church  where  . 
I  can  be  useful  and  I  look  forward  to  Sun¬ 
days  and  church  services. 

Do  I  still  have  doubts  and  fears? 

Yes.  I  do  at  times.  But  with  my  church 
affiliation  and  the  influence  of  Christian 
friends,  I  hope  I  shall  continue  to  grow 
spiritually. 

Marian  Howell  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Victoria,  Tex¬ 
as  (Southwest  Texas  Annual  Conference). 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 
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In  the  summertime ,  UMs  attend  Schools  of  Mission 


_ 

REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DENISE  STOVALL 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— Women’s  Division  director 
Raquel  Martinez  (left)  of  Emanu-El  UMC,  Dallas,  por¬ 
trays  the  biblical  character  Ruth  at  the  West  Gulf  Re¬ 
gional  School  of  Christian  Mission  while  the  Rev. 
Leslie  Paul  Thompson,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Blanchard,  Okla. 
UMC,  finishes  his  reading  assignment  for  the  Ruth 
and  Esther  Bible  study.  At  right,  Dr.  Bernice  Johnson, 
assistant  professor  of  home  economics  at  North  Caro¬ 
lina  Central  University,  teaches  the  course  on  “Faces 
of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst.” 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— For  thousands  of 
United  Methodists,  summertime  means 
going  back  to  school— to  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission. 

The  schools  are  billed  by  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  as  the  largest  adult  mission- 
education  program  in  the  church. 

Total  attendance  for  1987  in  Schools  of 
Christian  Mission  and  mission  events  at 
the  regional  and  annual  conference  lev¬ 
els  was  28,444.  That  compares  with 
25,105  in  1986. 

Summer  study  is  a  long-standing  tradi¬ 
tion.  Women’s  Division  publications  date 
the  mission  study  program  to  the  1930s. 

Today,  mission  schools  throughout  the 
denomination  usually  begin  each  sum¬ 
mer  and  may  last  until  the  beginning  of 
the  following  year. 

3  themes  studied 

“Each  year,  geographic  and  general 
mission  themes  are  produced  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  for  Protestant  churches  of 
North  America,”  said  Ann  Eaton,  secre¬ 
tary  of  schools  and  mission  education  for 
the  Women’s  Division. 

“United  Methodist  Women  produce  a 
third  theme— a  spiritual  growth  study 
based  on  a  selected  book  of  the  Bible. 

“There  is  a  three-year  cycle  from  the 
time  the  themes  are  identified  to  the 
publication  of  the  study  materials  by 
Friendship  Press,  the  publishing  arm  of 
the  NCC.  The  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  also  works  three  years  in  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  spiritual  growth  study.” 

Promotion  of  the  schools  and  the  study 
materials  is  done  by  the  United  Methodist 
Women  for  every  regional  and  conference 
school  of  Christian  mission,  she  said. 

For  1988-89,  the  general  theme  is 
:  “Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst.”  The 
geographic  study  focuses  on  “South  Afri¬ 
ca,”  and  the  spiritual  growth  theme  is 
!  “Ruth  and  Esther.” 

UMs  influence  topic  picks 

Elaine  M.  Gasser,  assistant  general 
secretary  in  the  Women’s  Division,  is  a 
UM  representative  to  the  NCC  program 
committee  on  education  for  mission.  She 
said  Global  Ministries  directors  and  staff 
are  active  in  the  selection  process  for 
mission  study  themes. 

“There  are  representatives  of  24  de¬ 
nominations  and  religious  organizations 
on  the  NCC  committee,  meeting  year- 
round  to  select  and  perfect  the  mission 
study  themes,”  she  said. 

..  "Because  United  Methodists  use  more 
of  the  resource  materials  than  any  other 
denomination,  our  comments  and  sug¬ 
gestions  are  not  taken  lightly.” 

Use  of  those  study  materials  begins  Ln 
the  five  UMW  regional  Schools  of  Chris¬ 


tian  Mission.  These  events  were  conduct¬ 
ed  last  month  at  Oklahoma  City 
University  for  the  West  Gulf  Region;  at 
Russell  Sage  College,  Troy,  N.Y.,  for  the 
Upper  Atlantic  Region;  at  Rust  College, 
Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  for  the  South  Atlan¬ 
tic  Region;  at  Bethel  College,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  for  the  Midwest  Region;  and  at 
Pacific  Lutheran  University,  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  for  the  Pacific  Region. 

The  West  Gulf  Regional  school,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  registered  375  students.  Among 
them  were  elected  representatives  of  the 
Women’s  Division  and  officers  of  United 
Methodist  Women  from  the  17  confer¬ 
ences  in  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  They 
are  required  to  attend  the  school  as  a 
training  event. 

Mission-study  leaders  also  receive  cer¬ 
tification  at  school. 

UMW  members  fill  classes 

“United  Methodist  Women  make  up 
about  nine-tenths  of  the  conference 
classes,  so  it  is  likely  that  most  confer¬ 
ence  study  leaders  may  be  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,”  said  Ms.  Eaton. 

The  certification  process  is  handled 
cooperatively  by  Ms.  Eaton’s  office  and 
by  the  Rev.  Roy  H.  Ryan  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s  Section  on  Chris¬ 
tian  Education. 

Women’s  Division  guidelines  for  study 
leaders  require  that  a  list  of  resources 
and  a  lesson  plan  be  sent  to  the  offices  of 
both  Ms.  Eaton  and  Dr.  Ryan  before  mis¬ 
sions  schools  open  in  annual  conferences. 

All  study  leaders  are  to  be  well-read 
on  the  designated  mission  study  books 
and  teachers’  guides.  Leaders  are  also 
expected  to  have  a  genuine  interest  in 
the  area  of  missions. 

Then  it’s  on  to  the  annual  conference-re¬ 
lated  schools  of  Christian  Mission.  These 
schools  are  sponsored  by  conference  UMW 
officials  and  people  related  to  each 
conference  board  of  global  ministries. 

There  are  132  annual  conference-related 
schools  scheduled  through  February  1989. 

One  who  will  be  teaching  in  two  such 
schools  is  Mrs.  Faye  Matthews,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lubbock,  Texas.  Mrs.  Matthews  attended 
the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  for  certi¬ 
fication  to  teach  “Ruth  and  Esther”  in 
the  Northwest  Texas  'and  Florida  annual 
conferences. 

Mrs.  Matthews,  82,  said  she  was  first 
asked  to  lead  a  mission  study  by  officials 
of  the  UMW’s  predecessor  organization, 
the  Women’s  Society  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  in  1950.  She’s  been  an  active  certi¬ 
fied  study  leader  for  all  but  two  of  the 
past  38  years. 

"I’ve  taught  all  areas  of  the  study,  but 
I  enjoy  teaching  the  spiritual  growth 
study  the  most,”  she  said.  “A  good  many 
women  have  a  fear  of  teaching  Bible 


study.  I  believe  strongly  in  both  clergy 
and  lay  teaching  the  Scriptures.” 

Mrs.  Matthews  said  that  in  her  years 
of  teaching  in  the  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission,  she  has  not  experienced  any  op¬ 
position  to  the  program. 

“I’ve  heard  that  some  pastors  don’t  want 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

OKLAHOMA  CITY— “If  you  want  to 
learn  how  to  become  involved  in  mission, 
then  the  Texas  Annual  Conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission  is  the  place 
to  be,”  said  the  Rev.  Ronald  H.  Petty  of 
Jacksonville,  Texas. 

He  ought  to  know.  Mr.  Petty  serves  as 
dean  of  that  conference’s  mission  school, 
considered  to  be  the  largest  in  United 
Methodism. 

During  the  recent  United  Methodist 
Women’s  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of 
Christian  Mission  in  Oklahoma  City,  Mr. 
Petty  enrolled  in  the  course  on  South  Af¬ 
rica  so  he  could  gain  certification  to 
teach  that  course  in  the  Kansas  East  An¬ 
nual  Conference  in  early  July. 

Being  a  mission-school  dean  comes 
naturally  to  him.  He’s  also  dean  of  stu¬ 
dents  at  UM-related  Lon  Morris  Junior 
College  in  Jacksonville,  Texas. 


it  done  because  they  think  some  of  the  stud¬ 
ies,  like  the  one  last  year  on  the  Soviet 
Union,  are  dangerous  for  the  church,”  she 
said.  “But  do  you  know  that  one  brought  us 
a  big  increase  in  enrollment!” 

Mrs.  Matthews  added  that  more  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  should  realize  that  Schools 


“That’s  not  a  problem  because  I  enjoy 
learning  about  mission  as  much  as  ev¬ 
eryone  else,”  he  said. 

“That’s  probably  why  our  conference 
mission  school  is  so  successful.  The  stud¬ 
ies  raise  our  consciousness  of  mission 
more  than  any  other  program  our  con¬ 
ference  has.” 

Last  year,  the  conference  reported 
1,200  people  registered  for  the  mission 
school.  This  year,  about  940  registered 
for  13  adult  classes,  Bible-study  plenary 
sessions  and  a  children’s  class. 

The  Texas  conference  arranged  for  13 
certified  study  leaders  as  faculty— six  to 
teach  the  study  on  poverty;  six  to  teach  the 
study  on  South  Africa,  and  one  to  teach  the 
plenaries  on  Ruth  and  Esther. 

“That  doesn’t  include  all  the  volun¬ 
teers  for  our  children’s  program,”  Mr. 
Petty  said. 

The  dean  said  children’s  mission  study 


of  Christian  Mission  offer  the  whole 
church  ways  to  study  issues  of  the  world 
and  how  the  issues  relate  to  our  personal 
lives.  And,  she  said,  they  also  offer  a 
chance  for  spiritual  growth. 

“When  I  teach  the  course  on  Ruth  and 
Esther,”  she  said,  “I  plan  to  have  my  stu- 


may  be  one  of  the  most  popular  pro¬ 
grams  during  the  Texas  conference 
School  of  Christian  Mission. 

Children  ages  5  to  13  are  eligible  for 
the  weeklong  event.  The  1987  event  had 
165  children.  Last  week  the  group  num¬ 
bered  121. 

Eleven  teachers  were  selected  to 
teach  the  children  the  mission  study  on 
“Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst.” 

“The  volunteer  instructors  teach  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  classes  while  the  parents  are  in  their 
mission  classes,”  Mr.  Petty  explained. 

“And,  just  like  the  adult  students,  the 
children  are  asked  what  can  they  do  about 
poverty  in  their  communities.” 

Mr.  Petty  said  that  one  reason  atten¬ 
dance  at  the  children’s  study  is  so  high  is 
that  each  district  is  asked  to  send  at 
least  two  youths  to  the  meeting  on  schol¬ 
arships.  As  many  as  24  children  were 
given  scholarships  last  year. 


dents  realize,  as  Esther  did,  that  our  cul¬ 
tural,  spiritual  and  vocational  strands 
are  all  woven  together. 

“And,  like  Ruth  and  Esther,  the  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  challenged  to  commit 
themselves  to  an  issue  during  this  pres¬ 
ent  time  that  needs  their  help.” 


‘The  Texas  conference  UMW  also 
came  up  with  the  idea  of  mission  study- 
youth  workers  to  assist  with  the  children 
around  the  clock,”  Mr.  Petty  said. 

“These  youth  workers  are  usually  old¬ 
er  teens  that  have  been  coming  to  the 
mission  study  and  still  want  to  be  a  part 
of  the  program.  Each  youth  worker  is 
given  a  stipend  of  $35  for  the  week. 

"Last  year  we  had  18  workers.  This 
year  we  had  20,”  he  said. 

Women  and  children  are  always  ex¬ 
pected  at  the  mission  school,  but  the 
Texas  conference  encourages  men  to 
participate,  too. 

Last  year,  about  15  percent  of  the  par¬ 
ticipants  were  men,  said  Mr.  Petty. 

"...  Laymen  who  come  also  say  that  if 
you  want  to  learn  about  a  country  to  be¬ 
come  a  volunteer-in-mission  [there],  then 
this  is  the  place  to  be.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Two  experts  offer  views  of  modern  religious  scene 


Largest  school  reports 


‘consciousness  raising’ 


Researcher  Gallup  finds 
6 unchurched 9  numbers  up 


From  Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON-While  religious  be- 
.  lief  among  Americans  is  strong  and 
.  growing  stronger,  U.S.  churches  in  the 
1980s  have  made  no  progress  in  bringing 
believers  into  the  organized  church  com¬ 
munity,  according  to  a  new  study  by  the 
Gallup  organization. 

The  study,  an  update  of  a  1978  survey 
-  on  the  religious  beliefs  and  practices  of 
■.  “churched”  and  “unchurched”  Ameri¬ 
cans,  reveals  that  44  percent— approxi¬ 
mately  78  million  Americans— remain 
.  outside  the  church,  compared  with  41 
percent  a  decade  ago. 

At  the  same  time  the  study,  “The  Un¬ 
churched  American,  1988,”  showed  that 
Americans  hold  increasingly  strong  reli- 
■  gious  convictions,  with  84  percent  stating 
• .  their  belief  that  Jesus  Christ  is  God  or 
the  Son  of  God  compared  to  78  percent  in 
.  1978,  and  two-thirds  saying  they  have 
.  made  a  “commitment  to  Jesus  Christ.” 

In  addition,  the  study  found  wide- 
,  spread  support  (76  percent)  for  the  view 
;!  that  a  person  can  be  a  good  Christian  or 
'  Jew  even  if  he  or  she  does  not  attend 


church  or  synagogue. 

The  Gallup  survey  was  conducted  for  Con¬ 
gress  ’88,  a  National  Festival  of  Evangeli¬ 
zation  to  be  held  Aug.  4-7  in  Chicago.  It 
was  funded  by  22  Protestant  and  Catholic 
religious  groups  or  denominations  and  is 
based  on  a  sampling  of  2,556  adults  ages  18 
and  over.  The  survey  has  an  overall  mar¬ 
gin  of  error  of  plus  or  minus  two. 

As  in  1978,  this  year’s  survey  reveals 
strong  criticism  of  religious  institutions, 
with  59  percent  saying  that  “most 
churches  and  synagogues  today  are  too 
concerned  with  organizational,  as  op¬ 
posed  to  theological  or  spiritual  issues,” 
up  from  51  percent  a  decade  ago. 

Churches  also  received  lower  marks 
for  social  outreach,  with  41  percent  say¬ 
ing  “most  churches  today  are  not  con¬ 
cerned  enough  about  social  justice,” 
compared  to  35  percent  in  1978. 

Despite  these  criticisms  the  survey 
found  that  churches  have  done  well  in 
maintaining  current  membership  and 
that  organized  religion  continues  to  in¬ 
spire  greater  public  confidence  than  any 
other  social  institution.  It  also  suggests 


Dr.  J.  Ellsworth  Kalas 

7:30  -  8:30  p.m.  EDT 

Westar  IV  Channel  19  -  August  7,  21,  28 

Westar  IV  Channel  14  -  August  14  and 
September  4 

Don't  miss  this  exciting  television  Bible  study  taught  by  one  of 
America's  most  dynamic  and  respected  evangelists  and  authors. 

Suggested  study  resource: 

Cokesbury  Basic  Bible  Commentary  -  Vol.  1  H Genesis "  No.  224923  $4.95 
Order  Books  Toll  Free  1-800-672-1789 


that  prospects  for  church  growth  in  the 
1990s  are  good. 

Fifty-eight  percent  of  unchurched 
Americans— defined  as  those  who  do  not 
belong  to  a  church  or  have  not  attended 
in  the  past  six  months  except  for  reli¬ 
gious  holidays  or  special  occasions— said 
they  would  “definitely,”  “probably”  or 


“possibly”  return  to  church,  up  from  52 
percent  in  1978.  Many  of  the  unchurched 
cited  practical  reasons  for  not  attending. 
For  example,  said  the  study,  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  had  moved  said  they  had  not  yet 
found  another  church. 

The  study  also  found  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  receiving  religious 


training— 69  percent  today  compared  to 
60  percent  in  1978— which  it  said  should 
stimulate  growth  in  the  years  ahead. 

At  the  press  conference  Dr.  Paul  Ben¬ 
jamin,  executive  director  of  Congress 
’88,  said  the  survey  proves  that  “there  is 
a  vast  group  of  people  who  want  to  know 
something  more  about  the  Gospel”  and 


that  religious  organizations  “have  a  tre¬ 
mendous  opportunity  to  reach  out. 

“This  is  a  scientific  tool  that  can  be 
used  by  every  church  in  America,”  he 
said.  A  more  in-depth  version  of  the 
study  will  be  released  at  Congress  ’88  in 
August. 


Evangelist  Alan  Walker  hails  new  ‘awakening’ 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
SYDNEY,  Australia— Growing  aware¬ 
ness  of  the  supernatural,  victory  over 
Communism,  and  the  emergence  of  a 
Christian  conscience  on  social  issues  are 
marks  of  a  worldwide  20th  Century 
evangelical  revival,  according  to  Austra¬ 
lian  Evangelist  Alan  Walker. 

Speaking  recently  in  Australia,  Dr. 
Walker  reflected  on  his  ten  years  as  Di¬ 
rector  of  World  Evangelism  for  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  during  which 
he  has  visited  78  of  the  90  countries 
where  Methodism  is  at  work. 

If  historians  correctly  observe  that  re¬ 
ligious  “quickening”  comes  every  200  to 
300  years,  Dr.  Walker  said  the  20th  Cen¬ 
tury  Revival  is  here  exactly  250  years  af¬ 
ter  the  18th  Century  Evangelical  Revival 
influenced  by  Methodism’s  founder  John 
Wesley  and  his  brother  Charles. 

To  support  his  claim,  Dr.  Walker  re¬ 
ported  that: 

•400  conversions  to  an  evangelical 
faith  are  taking  place  in  Latin  America 
each  hour; 

•  A  new  Protestant  Church  is  opening 
in  China  each  day; 

•The  Christian  Church  is  growing  in 
every  Communist  country  except  Alba¬ 
nia  and  North  Korea; 

•  The  Methodist  community  in  Nigeria 
has  quadrupled  from  150,000  to  600,000 


during  the  last  20  years; 

•The  number  of  Christians  in  Africa 
has  grown  from  5  million  to  200  million; 

•Millions  of  South  Koreans  are  be¬ 
coming  Christian; 

•  Most  people  in  the  Pacific  Island  and 
Papua  New  Guinea  are  worshipping 
Christians. 

The  current  “awakening”  is  least  seen 
in  the  Western  World,  Dr.  Walker  said, 
with  the  United  States  being  the  only 
country  where  the  church  holds  the  alle¬ 
giance  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 

A  feature  of  the  revival  has  been  the 
growing  awareness  of  the  power  of  the 
supernatural,  he  said. 

“Twenty  years  ago  the  Church  was 
trying  to  adjust  to  a  secular  world.  Now 
it  challenges  the  fetishes  of  secularism. 
The  rediscovery  of  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  transforming  Christianity. 
Lives  are  being  changed,  miracles  of 
healing  are  occuring  and  a  new  vitality 
and  joy  are  appearing  in  countless  Cath¬ 
olic  and  Protestant  churches.” 

Pointing  to  the  “startling  victory”  of 
Christianity  over  the  “anti-God  material¬ 
istic  forces  of  Communism,”  Dr.  Walker 
said  he  has  been  “amazed”  at  the  faith¬ 
fulness  and  strength  of  the  Christian 
community  in  the  nine  Communist  coun¬ 
tries  where  he  has  preached. 

“Under  Mr.  Gorbachev’s  policy  of 


‘glasnost,’  religious  freedom  is  expand¬ 
ing  in  the  Soviet  Union.  Masses  of  young 
people,  disillusioned  with  Marxism,  are 
turning  to  the  churches.” 

Applauding  the  rise  of  a  Christian  con¬ 
science  on  social  issues,  Dr.  Walker  said 
the  strongest  attack  on  apartheid  in 
South  Africa  is  coming  “not  from  the 
politicians  or  the  trade  unions  but  from 
the  churches.” 

In  the  United  States  he  cited  Martin 
Luther  King  and  Jesse  Jackson  as  Chris¬ 
tians  who  have  led  the  struggle  against 
segregation  and  racism,  and  in  Haiti  he 
said  the  church  has  “stood  bravely  for 
human  rights  against  oppressive  rulers.” 

"The  great  need  now  is  to  inform  and 
equip  the  millions  of  new  Christians 
flooding  into  the  churches,  especially  in 
developing  countries,”  he  said. 

“To  this  end  World  Methodism  has  es¬ 
tablished  an  Institute  for  World  Evange¬ 
lism  and  a  Pacific  College  for 
Evangelism  based  in  Australia  to  train 
ministers  and  lay  people  for  evangelism 
and  Christian  nurture. 

“Christian  education  programs  and 
fellowship  activities  similar  to  the  Wes¬ 
ley  Class  Meetings  of  the  18th  Century 
Revival  are  urgently  needed  if  the  mass 
of  new  Christians  are  to  be  consolidated 
in  the  faith,”  he  continued. 

Calling  on  the  church  to  “gear-up  for 


Evangelist  Alan  Walker 


.  .  .  offers  evidence  of  revival 

the  advance,”  Dr.  Walker  said  “the  day 
of  low  morale  and  defensiveness  is  over. 
Christians  everywhere  are  challenged  to 
move  through  the  open  doors  with  confi¬ 
dence,  offering  Christ  to  all  people.” 


UM-aided  convoy  expects  to  reach  Nicaragua  this  week 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

The  somewhat  diminished  “Veterans 
for  Peace  Convoy,”  thwarted  twice  in 
the  past  six  weeks  by  U.S.  Customs  and 
law  enforcement  officials,  was  expected 
to  arrive  in  Nicaragua  with  humanitar¬ 
ian  aid  this  week  after  crossing  the  U.S.- 
Mexico  border. 

Carol  Cavness  Walker,  a  UM  peace- 
with-justice  educator  from  Austin,  Texas, 
told  the  Reporter  July  20  that  the  re¬ 
grouped  convoy  was  just  beyond  Mexico 
City,  preparing  to  leave  for  Guatemala. 

She  said  the  convoy  expected  to  reach 
Managua  by  July  27. 

Ms.  Walker  said  the  convoy,  now  com¬ 
posed  of  16  of  the  original  43  trucks,  in¬ 
cludes  about  35  people. 

The  convoy  took  “a  couple  of  days  and 


nights”  to  leave  the  United  States  “by 
ones  and  twos  in  different  places  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,”  she  said. 

Some  drivers  removed  political  slo¬ 
gans  from  their  trucks  to  cross  the  bor¬ 
der  without  being  challenged  by  U.S. 
Customs  officials,  Ms.  Walker  said.  The 
trucks  went  through  Mexican  customs 
inspection  without  incident,  she  added. 

The  Rev.  Eric  Swanfeldt,  a  United 
Methodist  minister  from  Uncasville, 
Conn.,  and  David  Silk,  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  layman  representing  the  Southern 
New  England  Annual  Conference,  have 
rejoined  the  convoy,  she  said. 

Other  convoy  drivers  and  sympathiz¬ 
ers  who  had  gone  home  also  have  re¬ 
joined  the  group,  Ms.  Walker  added. 

Mr.  Swanfeldt  and  Mr.  Silk  are  driving 
two  small  trucks  donated  by  the  South¬ 


ern  New  England  conference.  The  trucks 
are  scheduled  to  go  to  a  sister-city  proj¬ 
ect  in  Nicaragua. 

In  addition,  the  small  truck  donated  by 
Ms.  Walker  for  the  International  Red 
Cross  in  Nicaragua  continues  in  the  con¬ 
voy  despite  a  broken  driver-side  window. 

The  window  was  broken  July  9  by  La¬ 
redo  police  when  the  officers  used  force 
to  break  up  a  traffic  jam  caused  by  the 
convoy’s  second  attempt  to  enter  Mexico. 

"We  didn’t  have  time  to  get  the  glass 
replaced,  so  we  just  taped  it,”  Ms.  Walk¬ 
er  said.  “It’s  pretty  bad,  too,  because  it’s 
the  rainy  season  down  here  now.” 

Mexicans  have  welcomed  the  convoy 
en  route,  Ms.  Walker  added.  Drivers  and 
passengers  have  been  lodged  free  at 
churches  in  several  cities,  she  said. 

U.S.  Customs  officials  first  halted  the 


convoy  June  7  in  Laredo.  Customs  offi¬ 
cials  contend  that  the  delivery  of  the 
trucks  to  Nicaragua  violates  a  1985  em¬ 
bargo  on  aid  to  that  war-torn  Central 
America  nation. 

After  more  than  a  week  of  waiting;  in 
Laredo,  the  convoy  went  to  Washington, 
where  it  drove  around  the  White  House 
in  protest  of  the  trade  embargo. 

Then  the  convoy  returned  to  Laredo, 
where  July  9  it  made  its  second  crossing 
attempt.  That  ended  in  violence  and  ar¬ 
rests. 

Charles  Conroy,  a  Houston-based  pub¬ 
lic  relations  official  with  the  U.S.  Cus¬ 
toms  Service,  told  the  Reporter  early  on 
that  violators  of  the  embargo  could  face 
fines  of  up  to  $50,000  and/or  up  to  10 
years  in  prison. 
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Junaluska  Assembly’s  namesake  remembered 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.— Delegates  to  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  at  Lake  Junaluska  paused  in  their  election  of  seven  bishops  long 
enough  to  pay  tribute  to  the  Native  American  roots  of  their  setting.  Carl  W. 
Junaluska,  great-great  grandson  of  Cherokee  Chief  Junaluska,  stands  at  the 
podium  holding  his  son,  the  chief’s  great-great-grandson.  Just  behind  them 
is  a  newly-sculpted  statue  of  Chief  Junaluska,  after  whom  the  75-year-old 
assembly  center  is  named.  The  statue  was  unveiled  during  the  conference. 


Jurisdiction  roundup 


Wit  lightens  North  Central  balloting 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
DEKALB.  Ill.— Despite  a  marathon  38 
ballots  to  elect  three  bishops,  delegates 
and  bishops  kept  their  wit  about  them 
during  their  recent  North  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  at  Northern  Illinois 
University. 

Retiring  Bishop  James  S.  Thomas 
(Ohio  East  Area),  presiding  over  an  early 
session,  called  on  retiring  Bishop  Jesse 

R.  DeWitt  (Chicago  Area)  to  give  a 
prayer  before  a  ballot. 

When  Bishop  Thomas  realized  that 
Bishop  DeWitt  was  not  on  stage,  he 
called  next  on  retiring  Bishop  Emerson 

S.  Colaw  (Minnesota  Area). 

Flustered,  Bishop  Colaw  took  a  few 

moments  to  gather  his  Bible  and  make 
his  way  to  the  podium.  Arriving  there,  he 
apologized  for  his  delay  and  asked, 
“Aren’t  I  supposed  to  be  able  to  preach, 
pray  or  die  at  a  moment's  notice?” 

“Please  just  pray  now,"  replied  Bishop 
Thomas. 


Late  in  the  balloting,  with  Bishop  Rue- 
ben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area)  presiding,  an 
Iowa  delegate  couldn’t  resist  the  tempta¬ 
tion  to  twit  him  about  his  newly  acquired 
skill  in  hot-air  ballooning. 

“We  just  want  everyone  to  know  that 
we  have  in  the  chair  a  bishop  who  is  ex¬ 
perienced  in  the  controlled  management 
of  hot  air,"  the  delegate  said,  touching 
off  uproarious  laughter. 

The  most  impish  event  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  also  took  place  on  the  last  night  of 
balloting,  when  restive  delegates  rose 
rhythmically  in  their  places  to  spark  a 
United  Methodist  version  of  what  is  known 
at  some  athletic  events  as  “the  wave.” 

“I  don’t  know  exactly  what  that  was,” 
said  Bishop  Job  after  the  laughter  sub¬ 
sided,  “but  I  thank  you  for  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  having  seen  it.” 

In  response,  a  woman  delegate  in  the 
front  row  held  up  a  bumper  sticker  that 
proclaimed:  “We’re  having  big  fun  now!" 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Bishop’s  Judicial  Council  successor  named 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

HAMMOND,  La  — The  Rev.  John  G. 
Corry  of  Nashville  has  been  named  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  highest  court, 
the  Judicial  Council. 

Dr.  Corry,  58,  will  replace  Bishop  Su¬ 
san  M.  Morrison  of  Baltimore  on  the  high 
bench,  according  to  an  announcement 
July  18  by  Tom  Matheny,  president  of 
the  court. 

The  seat  became  vacant  in  mid-July 
when  Ms.  Morrison  was  elected  to  the 
episcopacy  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  thus  becoming  ineligible  for  the 
court  (see  UMR,  July  22). 

Director  of  pastoral  services  and  asso- 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  an  experienced 
journalist  who  believes  religious  news 
should  be  covered  in  an  interesting, 
credible  way.  Ideal  person  will  have  de¬ 
gree  in  journalism;  several  years  solid 
work  experience;  high  levels  of  energy, 
curiosity  and  creativity;  and  be  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  active  in  the  church. 
Photo  and  graphic  arts  skills  a  plus. 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  Contact 
Richard  Stark,  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 


date  professor  in  medical  ethics  at  Me- 
harry  Medical  College  in  Nashville,  Dr. 
Corry  was  the  first  alternate  in  the  class 
to  which  Bishop  Morrison  was  elected 
during  the  1988  General  Conference. 

North  Central  hopes 
to  retain  10  areas 

DEKALB,  Ill.— North  Central  Juris¬ 
diction  delegates  took  action  July  14  to 
help  the  jurisdiction  retain  all  10  of  its 
episcopal  areas  despite  continued  mem¬ 
bership  loss  within  the  nine-state  area. 

The  North  Central  Jurisdiction  lost 
32,000  members  in  1987,  nearly  half  of 
the  total  United  Methodist  membership 
loss  of  70,000.  Its  estimated  current 
membership  is  1,889,450. 

If  membership  continues  to  drop  at 
that  rate  for  the  next  three  years,  by 
1992  the  jurisdiction  will  fall  below  the 
membership  level  required  by  the  Book 
of  Discipline  for  10  episcopal  areas,  said 
the  Rev.  Kent  Millard,  a  delegate  from 
the  South  Dakota  Annual  Conference. 

Meeting  in  quadrennial  session  at 
Northern  Illinois  University,  delegates 
approved  Mr.  Millard’s  motion  to  have 
the  jurisdictional  committee  on  the  epis¬ 
copacy  devise  a  plan  to  save  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  10th  episcopal  area. 

The  plan  will  be  presented  to  the  1992 
General  Conference  in  Louisville,  Ky. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
S25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus¬ 
tin,  Texas  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep¬ 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels.  Coordina¬ 
tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff. 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per¬ 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  FUMC,  P.O  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 

MINISTER /DIRECTOR  OF  DISCIPLESHIP  for 
large  (2.700  + )  suburban  church.  Duties  include  su¬ 
pervision  of  an  active  single  adult  program  and 
care  ministries.  Administrative  and  counseling 
skills  desired  Contact  Argus  Hamilton.  Senior 
Minister,  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
2717  West  Hefner  Road.  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73120 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  Director  of  Christian  Education  with 
emphasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev. 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155.  P.O.  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville.  OK  74005 

CHILD  CARE  WORKER  METHODIST  HOME 
Waco,  Texas  seeking  single  male/female  and  hus¬ 
band/wife  with  no  dependents  to  provide  supervi¬ 
sion  to  children  13/17  years  old.  Teach  daily  living 
skills/ supervise  home  activities.  Live-in  position 
while  on  duty.  Eight  days  on  duty,  four  days  off 
schedule  Good  driving  record  required.  Benefits  in¬ 
clude  four  weeks  vacation.  Apply  Methodist  Home, 
1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco.  TX  76708.  (817)  753-0181 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  FOR  LARGE  United 
Methodist  Church  in  growing  suburb  of  Dallas.  Ex¬ 
citing  opportunity  for  strong  musician  who  loves, 
the  Lord.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to  Dr. 
Paul  Morell,  FUMC,  Box  110204,  Carrollton.  TX 
75011. 

WANTED  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  .to  work  with  lo¬ 
cal  church.  Must  be  capable  of  developing  and  im¬ 
plementing  Christian  educational  programs  and 
activities  for  youth  and  young  adults.  Interested 
persons  may  send  resumes  to:  Zion  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  810  Jefferson  SL,  Mendota.  IL  61342. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH-  Myrtle 
Beach.  South  Carolina  is  accepting  applications 
for  a  full-time  director  of  Christian  education. 
Work  experience  and  a  degree  in  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  are  preferred.  Salary  is  negotiable.  Please 
send  resume  with  references  to:  The  Reverend 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  needed  for 
950-member  congregation  with  dynamic  music 
program  for  all  ages  in  beautiful  Rio  Grand  Valley 
of  Texas.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  beginning  date  of  employment  with 
three  professional  references  to.  Rev  Keith  Wyatt. 
St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  301  W  Pecan, 
McAllen,  TX  78501. 

901  North  Kings  Highway.  Myrtle  Beach.  SC  29577. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1400-member  church.  Salary  negotiable  Please 
send  resume  to  Rev.  David  E.  Edgar.  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church,  5300  South  Alameda, 
Corpus  Christi.  TX  78412. 

ATTENTION  YOUTH  MINISTERS!  Bring  your 
youth  group  for  a  weekend  or  a  week  to  beautiful 
Panama  City  Beach.  FL.  Rent  a  2  bedroom.  2  bath 
condo,  which  sleeps  8.  at  Gulf  Highlands  Beach  Re¬ 
sort.  which  has  a  special  area  set  aside  for  church 
groups.  Call  (800)  826-1442  for  additional  informa¬ 
tion.  I 

POSITION  OPEN  AS  MINISTER  OF  Evangelism 
and  Visitation  with  coverage  of  home  fellowship 
groups  at  large  downtown  church  in  the  heart  of 
Tampa.  Florida.  Strong  growth  potential  with  con¬ 
gregational  support.  Contact  Dr.  Richard  W 
Rohrer,  500  W  Platt  St.,  Tampa.  FL  33606.  Phone: 
(813)  253-5388 

IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  A  NEAR-perfect  re- 
tirement  community  and  an  active  Methodist 
church,  call  or  write  Oscar  Wilkie,  Pastor,  for  a 
big  free  package  of  information  about  Sulphur  in 
South  Central  Oklahoma.  (405)  622-3325,  1130  W. 
First.  Sulphur.  OK  73086. 

GARRETT-EVANGELICAL  THEOLOGICAL 
Seminary.  Evanston.  Illinois  seeks  president's  field 
representative  Majority  of  time  out  of  the  office 
on  cultivation  and  solicitation  calls  with  donors 
Reports  to  vice  president  for  development.  Appli- 
cations  to  Vice  President  for  Development.  2121 
Sheridan  Road,  Evanston,  IL  60201.  Applications 
received  until  position  filled.  AA/EOE. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 
Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)!  Eureka  Springs,  Aijc!  New  air-conditioning, 
in-ground  pool,  $8  tickets,  lodging,  and  meals,  all 
for  $22  each!  Call  (501)  253-8418  today! 

WANTED  METHODIST  HYMN  BOOKS  FROM 
1800's.  Collect  all  branches  of  early  Methodism/ 
EUB;  American,  foreign;  words  only  or  with  tunes. 

R.  Schnase,  1414  Maple  Ct..  Harlingen.  TX  78550. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067.  627-9507 

TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS-$49.95  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release! 
For  more  information  write:  Stewardship  Systems. 
P.O.  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie  TX  75053 
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Vietnamese  UM  pastor  seeks  refugee  aid 


Devotional  book  inspires  Vietnamese 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Vietnamese  Christians  have  their 
own  pocket-sized  devotional  maga¬ 
zine  like  “The  Upper  Room”  used  by 
many  United  Methodists  for  their  dai¬ 
ly  devotions. 

The  Rev.  Phu  Xuan  Ho,  editor  of  the 
magazine  and  pastor  of  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pomona,  Calif., 
said  the  Vietnamese  devotional  has  four 
sections:  a  quiet-time  aid,  daily  devo¬ 
tional  entries,  Bible  studies  for  Sunday- 
school  classes  and  a  prayer  bulletin. 

Five  Vietnamese  write  regularly 
for  the  magazine,  which  has  a  month¬ 
ly  printing  of  5,500,  he  said. 

The  Vietnamese  minister— the  first 
ever  ordained  by  the  United  Method¬ 


ist  Church— said  a  special  ministry  to 
people  from  Vietnam  also  prints 
26,000  issues  each  month  of  the  news¬ 
letter,  “New  Horizons.”  The  newslet¬ 
ter  is  distributed  in  57  countries. 

Dr.  Phu  is  trying  to  raise  $39,000  to 
publish  a  Vietnamese  hymnal,  which  is 
to  contain  100  English  hymns  translat¬ 
ed  into  Vietnamese  and  100  indigenous 
hymns. 

Profits  from  the  translation  are  to 
finance  recruiting  Vietnamese  refu¬ 
gees  as  United  Methodist  ministerial 
candidates,  said  Dr.  Phu,  a  former 
refugee. 

About  700,000  Vietnamese  refugees 
live  in  the  United  States,  said  Dr.  Phu. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  first  ordained  Viet¬ 
namese  minister,  the  Rev.  Phu  Xuan  Ho, 
says  overcrowding  in  Southeast  Asian  ref¬ 
ugee  camps  in  Thailand,  Hong  Kong,  Ma¬ 
laysia  and  the  Philippines  is  worsening. 

Dr.  Phu,  himself  a  refugee  in  1979, 
toured  Southeast  Asia  in  early  1988  to  as¬ 
sess  camp  conditions  and  plan  United 
Methodist  ministries  to  the  refugees. 

The  ongoing  mission  work  is  being 
supported  by  the  congregation  of  Trinity 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Pomona, 
Calif.,  where  he  is  pastor,  and  by  the  Riv¬ 
erside  District  of  the  California-Pacific 
conference,  he  said. 

Camp  conditions  dire 

Camp  conditions  in  Thailand  are  dire, 
Dr.  Phu  said,  because  of  the  20,000  Viet¬ 
namese  refugees  who  arrived  during  the 
13  months  ending  in  January  1988. 

He  estimated  that  another  500  refu¬ 
gees  died  in  the  first  three  months  of 
1988  in  the  Gulf  of  Thailand  as  a  result  of 
Thai  policies  of  pushing  refugee  groups 
back  into  Vietnam  or  pushing  boats  load¬ 
ed  with  refugees  back  onto  the  high  seas. 

In  Hong  Kong  about  100  new  refugees 
arrive  each  week.  Estimates  are  that  the 
number  of  residents  in  the  Hong  Kong 
camp  will  hit  18,000  by  year’s  end,  he  said. 

In  Malaysia,  Dr.  Phu  visited  Camp  Pu- 
lau  Bidong  where  he,  his  wife  and  two 
children  spent  more  than  a  year  before 
they  were  permitted  to  resettle  in  the 
United  States  in  1980. 

During  his  tour,  he  gained  admittance 
to  government-supervised  refugee 
camps  in  Thailand  that  actively  discour¬ 


age  visitors,  thanks  to  assistance  from 
U.S.  government  officials. 

Short-term  mission  planned 

He  laid  the  groundwork  for  a  team  of 
United  Methodist  pastors  and  laity  to  go 
there  on  short-term  mission. 

“The  need  for  doctors,  nurses,  dentists 
and  teachers  is  great,”  he  said. 

Dr.  Phu  said  United  Methodist  mission 
work  is  underway  in  one  camp. 

Tanh  Thien  Tran,  a  former  refugee  and 
now  a  student  at  Pacific  Christian  College 
in  Fullerton,  is  working  with  young  people 
at  a  cultural  orientation  camp  for  refu¬ 
gees  at  Bataan  in  the  Philippines. 

After  he  leaves  that  camp  in  early  July, 
he  is  to  go  to  Palawan,  a  refugee  camp  in 
the  south  of  the  Philippines,  for  an  addi¬ 


tional  five  weeks,  according  to  Dr.  Phu. 

Mr.  Tahn  is  one  of  the  two  dozen  Viet¬ 
namese  that  Dr.  Phu  hopes  will  establish 
United  Methodist  ministries  to  Vietnam¬ 
ese  refugees  who  settle  in  the  United 
States. 

Candidates  recruited 

Dr.  Phu  is  actively  recruiting  both  ref¬ 
ugees  and  recent  immigrants  to  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  as  United  Methodist 
ministerial  candidates.  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Asian  caucus  estimates  that  24 
Vietnamese-speaking  ministers  will  be 
needed  in  this  country  by  1991. 

Other  ministerial  recruits  besides  Mr. 
Tahn  include: 

•  Mai  Xuan  Nguyen,  who  has  devel¬ 


oped  ministries  among  Vietnamese  refu¬ 
gees— at  Grace  UMC  in  Riverside,  Calif., 
and  at  Granada  Park  UMC  in  Alhambra, 
Calif. 

•  Bau  Ngoc  Dang,  at  work  in  San  Die¬ 
go  with  Wesley  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Vietnamese  outreach. 

•  Lua  Trong  Ran,  completing  his  sec¬ 
ond  year  at  the  UM-related  Claremont 
School  of  Theology  in  Claremont,  Calif. 

“We  hope  that  a  couple  I  met  in  the  ref¬ 
ugee  camp  at  Pulau  Bidong,  Malaysia, 
will  come  in  September,”  Dr.  Phu  said. 

The  Vietnamese  minister  said  four  re¬ 
cent  refugees  are  at  Trinity  UMC,  a  con¬ 
gregation  in  which  two-thirds  of  the 
members  are  refugees. 

Dr.  Phu  praised  the  United  Nations 
High  Commission  on  Refugees  for  its 
work  in  improving  refugee  camp  facili¬ 
ties  and  working  on  relocation  efforts 
but  said  relocation  efforts  are  under¬ 
mined  by  quota  systems. 

“Refugees  are  at  the  mercy  of  immi¬ 
grant  quotas  placed  by  countries 
throughout  the  world,”  he  said. 

“For  example,  this  country  allowed 
just  333  Vietnamese  from  a  camp  popu¬ 
lation  of  10,050  in  Hong  Kong  to  enter  the 
U.S.  in  1987.  Some  have  been  there  as 
long  as  10  years. 

To  understand  the  situation  of  a  refu¬ 
gee,  Dr.  Phu  said,  people  need  to  picture 
a  camp  “surrounded  by  fences,  barbed 
wire  and  watch  towers.” 

“Curfews  are  imposed;  bathrooms 
shared  by  many  families,”  he  said. 
"Overcrowding  is  common.  The  Panat 
Nikhom  camp  built  for  5,000  in  Thailand 
actually  houses  19,000.” 


Protests  mounting  over 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


6 Christ  temptation’  film 


Associate  Editor 

A  firestorm  of  controversy  ignited  in 
recent  weeks  as  Christian  leaders  nation¬ 
wide  condemned  Universal  Pictures’  new 
film,  “The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

The  film,  based  on  the  a  1951  novel  of 
the  same  name  by  the  late  Greek  author 
Nikos  Kazantzakis,  is  scheduled  to  be 
completed  by  mid-August,  according  to  a 
spokesman  in  Universal  Pictures’  public¬ 
ity  department  in  Los  Angeles. 

Directed  by  Martin  Scorsese,  the  pro¬ 
duction  is  to  be  released  in  the  fall  by 
Universal  and  Cineplex  Odeon  Films. 

“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  depicts 
Jesus  as  a  “mentally  unstable  and  lust- 
driven  man,”  according  to  a  group  of 
Southern  California  ministers  who  began 
the  protest  after  reading  two  screenplays. 

The  Southern  California  group  is  led 
by  Tim  Penland,  who  reportedly  had 
been  hired  by  Universal  to  market  the 


Downtown  church  may  get 
refund  of  city  tax  payment 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  downtown  Syracuse  may 
get  a  $20,000  municipal  tax  refund  be¬ 
cause  of  a  court  decision  last  month. 

A  New  York  Supreme  Court  justice 
ruled  June  15  that  the  city  of  Syracuse  had 
been  illegally  assessing  a  special  down¬ 
town  property  tax  since  1976  against  three 
churches,  including  First  UMC. 

The  city  hadn’t  announced  whether  it 
would  appeal  the  decision  as  of  last  week, 
said  the  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Schafer,  pastor  of 
the  500-member  UM  congregation. 

The  judge  ordered  the  city  to  refund 
with  interest  the  $52,000  the  churches  had 
paid  under  protest.  The  churches  filed  suit 
in  1980  to  have  the  tax  assessment  elimi¬ 
nated  as  a  violation  of  the  constitutional 


film.  According  to  an  article  in  “The 
New  York  Times,”  Mr.  Penland  resigned 
in  June  after  Universal  refused  to  pre¬ 
screen  the  film  for  Christian  leaders. 

UM  minister  mounts  protest 

The  Rev.  Donald  E.  Wildmon,  a  United 
Methodist  who  heads  the  American  Fam¬ 
ily  Association  based  in  Tupelo,  Miss., 
has  mounted  his  own  protest  campaign. 

According  to  his  news  release,  Mr. 
Wildmon  sent  copies  of  the  film’s  script 
to  about  200  heads  of  denominations, 
bishops  and  other  Christian  leaders;  con¬ 
tacted  170,000  pastors  about  the  film; 
and  is  sending  “action  packets”  to  2.5- 
million  Christians. 

The  packet  instructs  objectors  to 
make  protest  telephone  calls  to  Univer¬ 
sal,  send  protest  petitions  to  local  the¬ 
aters  and  boycott  Universal  Pictures,  its 
parent  company,  MCA,  and  all  MCA’s 
various  entertainment  divisions. 


separation  of  church  and  state. 

The  judge  didn’t  decide  the  church- 
state  question.  Instead  he  ruled  that  the 
money  hadn’t  been  used  for  the  purposes 
specified  by  the  New  York  legislature 
when  it  authorized  the  special  tax. 

First  Gospel  Baptist  Church,  St. 
Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Diocese  of  Syracuse 
joined  First  UMC  in  the  court  action. 

First  woman  secretary 
elected  in  North  Central 

DEKALB,  Ill.  (UMR)— The  North  Cen¬ 
tral  Jurisdiction  elected  its  first  woman 
secretary  at  its  recent  quadrennial  session. 

Delegates  chose  Jean  Dowell,  former 
council  director  of  the  Minnesota  Annual 
Conference,  to  succeed  Joseph  R.  Gra¬ 
ham  for  the  1988-92  quadrennium. 


Also  protesting  the  film  are  Christian 
psychologist  and  television  personality 
James  Dobson;  the  Rev.  Jerry  Vines  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  newly  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention; 
Evelyn  Dukovic,  a  Roman  Catholic  who 
is  executive  vice  president  of  Morality  in 
Media;  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Bright,  national 
president  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ. 

“This  movie  may  be  the  most  offen¬ 
sive  film  yet  to  be  produced  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,”  Mr.  Vines  told  the  official 
Southern  Baptist  news  agency.  “The  de¬ 
piction  of  Christ  as  a  collaborative,  voy¬ 
euristic,  whoremongering  wimp  is  an 
affront  to  all  decent  people _ ” 

Ms.  Dukovic  told  Baptist  Press  she  at¬ 
tended  a  “rough  cut”  screening  of  the 
film  in  New  York  and  found  the  film  “ex¬ 
tremely  offensive.” 

“There  was  nudity,  and  in  a  dream  se¬ 
quence  presenting  Jesus  as  marrying 
Mary  Magdalene,  there  is  a  sex  scene,” 
she  said.  “The  film  is  not  only  objection¬ 
able  but  extremely  offensive  to  any  be¬ 
lieving  Christian.  I  don’t  see  how  they 
could  ever  make  this  palatable  for  be¬ 
lieving  Christians." 

Charges  called  inaccurate 

Not  all  Christian  leaders  responded 
that  way,  however. 

A  National  Catholic  News  Service  arti¬ 
cle  quotes  Richard  Hirsch,  secretary  of 
the  U.S.  Catholic  bishops’  Department  of 
Communication,  as  saying  that  much  of 
the  protest  against  "The  Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ”  is  inaccurate. 

Mr.  Hirsch  specifically  cited  Mr.  Wild- 
mon’s  material  as  incorrectly  portraying 
the  film’s  contents. 

The  Rev.  William  Fore,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  who  is  assistant  general  secretary  of 
communications  commission  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches,  also  attended 
the  July  13  screening  in  New  York. 

According  to  a  Religious  News  Service 
report,  Dr.  Fore  said  the  film  has  a  “ma¬ 


jor  doctrinal  problem”— that  Jesus’  mes- 
siahship  is  depicted  as  being  dependent 
on  his  will,  not  on  God’s. 

Otherwise,  however,  Dr.  Fore  said  the 
film  is  “pretty  good.” 

Suggestions  that  the  film  is  blasphe¬ 
mous  are  exaggerated,  Dr.  Fore  said,  be¬ 
cause  even  the  question  of  Jesus  as  the 
messiah  can  be  viewed  as  consistent  with 
strands  of  Christian  thought  emphasizing 
that  “God  depends  on  all  of  us  for  His 
will  to  be  done.” 

Protester  seeks  to  destroy  copies 

Dr.  Bright,  president  of  Campus  Cru¬ 
sade  for  Christ,  offered  to  purchase  from 
Universal  Pictures  all  copies  of  “The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  so  they  could 
be  destroyed. 

Universal  Pictures  responded  to  Dr. 
Bright’s  offer  by  purchasing  a  full-page 
advertisement  in  the  July  21  issue  of 
“The  New  York  Times.” 

The  advertisement  states,  in  part: 

“We,  at  Universal  Pictures,  have  re¬ 
ceived  your  proposal  in  which  you  have 
offered  to  buy  ‘The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,’  which  you  would  then  destroy  so 
that  no  one  could  ever  see  it.  While  we 
understand  the  deep  feelings  and  convic¬ 
tions  which  have  prompted  this  offer,  we 
believe  that  to  accept  it  would  threaten 
the  fundamental  freedoms  of  religion 
and  expression  promised  to  all  Ameri¬ 
cans  under  our  Constitution. 

"...  In  the  United  States,  no  one  sect  or 
coalition  has  the  power  to  set  boundaries 
around  each  person’s  freedom  to  explore 
religious  and  philosophical  questions 
whether  through  speech,  books  or  film. 

“These  freedoms  protect  all  of  us.  They 
are  precious.  They  are  not  for  sale.” 

A  spokeswoman  for  Campus  Crusade’s 
national  communications  office  in  San 
Bernadino,  Calif.,  said  her  organization 
is  preparing  a  response  to  Universal’s 
advertisement.  The  response  wasn’t 
complete  at  the  Reporter’s  press  time. 


the  church  today 


‘Parish  Partners’  supports  Hispanic  pastors 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Parish  Partners  USA,  supported  by 
United  Methodist  Advance  gifts,  helps 
pay  pastors'  salaries  in  four  UM  confer¬ 
ences  in  the  United  States— Puerto  Rico. 
Rio  Grande,  Oklahoma  Indian  Mission¬ 
ary,  and  Alaska  Missionary. 

Many  pastors  in  these  conferences  serve 
congregations  whose  members  can  barely 
support  their  church,  because  of  inflation, 
unemployment  and  low-paying  jobs. 

Designated  second-mile  gifts  to  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church  sup¬ 
plement  the  pastors’  pay  and  help  bring 
it  to  the  minimum-salary  level  in  each 
conference. 

Recently,  four  pastors  in  the  South 
District  of  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Con¬ 
ference,  United  Methodism  Spanish-lan- 
guage  conference  in  Texas  and  New 
Mexico,  described  how  the  Advance  en¬ 
ables  them  to  “spread  the  Good  News.” 

Roberto  Ramirez  Sr.,  full-time  lay 
pastor  of  El  Buen  Pastor  and  El  Reden- 
tor  United  Methodist  churches  in  Kings¬ 
ville  and  Bishop,  Texas,  proclaims  the 
Gospel  through  a  radio  ministry  cover¬ 
ing  a  50-mile  radius  as  well  as  directly  to 
his  two  congregations. 

Aided  by  money  from  the  Advance,  the 
94  members  of  the  two  churches  didn’t 
have  to  worry  if  his  salary  would  be 
paid.  Now  that  each  church  has  grown 
and  increased  its  giving,  the  two  are 
moving  closer  to  supporting  the  pastor’s 
salary  completely. 

Franciso  Campos  is  full-time  lay  pas¬ 
tor  of  El  Redentor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Robstown,  Texas.  His  church 
of  114  members  can  pay  only  one-third 
of  his  salary. 

Mr.  Campos  said  the  Parish  Partners 
program  helps  him  concentrate  on  visi¬ 
tation  and  developing  cooperative  minis¬ 
tries  with  the  nearby  Wesley  Community 
Center. 

Alma  Morales  is  credited  with  bring¬ 
ing  “new  life”  to  her  congregation  of  65 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/4DMNCE 

iVo  gift  too  small 

members,  thanks  to  the  Advance.  She 
had  been  a  volunteer  minister  at  Nueva 
Vida  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pharr, 
Texas,  for  a  year.  Two  years  ago  she  be¬ 
came  a  full-time  lay  pastor  and  now  re¬ 
ceives  minimum  salary. 

One-tenth  of  her  salary  comes  from  the 
congregation,  the  rest  from  the  Advance. 

Her  congregation  is  in  an  area  called 
Las  Milpas  in  Pharr.  These  United  Meth¬ 
odists  living  near  the  Rio  Grande  River 
“have  gratitude  to  the  general  church  for 
all  the  financial  and  spiritual  support,” 
said  Ms.  Morales. 

Maria  Orfila  Amaya,  a  full-time  lay 
pastor  of  El  Buen  Pastor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Falfurrias,  Texas,  minis¬ 
ters  to  residents  of  Premont,  Texas,  as 
well  as  to  her  congregation. 

In  Premont,  5,000  of  the  6,000  residents 
are  Mexican-American.  The  Advance  sup¬ 
ports  Ms.  Amaya,  the  only  Hispanic  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  pastor  in  the  area. 

“I  not  only  hold  services  in  Falfurrias 
for  El  Buen  Pastor  United  Methodist 
Church,  but  I  have  services  every  Thurs¬ 
day  morning  in  homes  and  on  ranches  in 
Premont,”  she  said.  “Sometimes  there 
are  as  many  as  20  people  at  my  service 
on  Thursdays.” 

The  Rev.  Jose  L.  Palos,  director  of  con¬ 
gregational  development  for  the  Rio  Gran¬ 
de  conference,  said  that  75  percent  of  the 
conference’s  pastors  receive  minimum 
salary  and  that  those  salaries  are  depen¬ 
dent  on  the  Parish  Partners  USA  Advance. 

Full-time  local  lay  pastors  receive 
$11,948  per  year;  associate  pastors  re¬ 
ceive  $12,537;  and  ordained  pastors  in 
full  connection  receive  a  minimum  of 
$13,052  a  year,  he  said. 

"The  Advance  is  very  vital  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  pastoral  ministry  in  these 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  STOVALL 


DALLAS— Seventy-five  percent  of  the  pastors  in  the  Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference  receive  a  minimum  salary,  and  many  of  those  salaries  are  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  Parish  Partners  USA  Advance.  Among  them  are  South  Dis¬ 
trict  pastors  (seated,  left  to  right)  Maria  Orfila  Amaya,  El  Buen  Pastor 
UMC,  Falfurrias,  Texas;  Alma  Morales,  Nueva  Vida  UMC,  Pharr,  Texas; 
(standing,  left  to  right)  Roberto  Ramirez  Sr.,  El  Buen  Pastor  and  El  Reden¬ 
tor  UMC,  Kingsville  and  Bishop,  Texas;  and  Francisco  Campos,  El  Reden¬ 
tor  UMC,  Robstown,  Texas. 


congregations,"  Dr.  Palos  said.  “It  is  also 
important  as  we  start  ngw  ministries  in 
our  conference.” 

Dr.  Palos  told  the  Reporter  that  the  Rio 
Grande  conference  has  started  22  congre¬ 
gations  within  the  past  seven  years.  Not 
all  have  full-time  pastors  because  the  con¬ 
gregations  can’t  afford  to  pay  one. 

“With  the  Parish  Partner  program,  we 


can  give  these  congregations  their  own 
pastors,”  he  said.  “These  pastors  are 
reaching  people  who  have  never  heard  the 
Gospel.  Iliey  are  reaching  people  in  some 
areas  where  no  church  has  reached.” 

Gifts  to  support  the  Parish  Partners 
USA  program  may  be  sent  via  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  treasurer  and  designated 
for  Advance  project  No.  531733-1. 
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United  Methodist  Foundation  Month  Celebrated  during  August 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  has 
designated  August  1988  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Foundation  Month.  During  this 
month,  a  member  of  the  Foundation  De¬ 
velopment,  made  up  of  committed  laity 
from  local  churches,  will  be  traveling 
the  state  to  inform  congregations  about 
the  purpose  and  ministry  of  the  Founda¬ 
tion. 

What  is  the  United  Methodist  Foundation? 
Its  charter  states  that  its  purposes  are: 

To  receive  gifts,  legacies  and  bequests 
and  to  administer  the  same  for  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  the  Annual  Conference  agencies, 
institutions,  local  churches  and  causes  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  to  carry  on  an  effective  pro- 
irram  of  pnrouracrine  Methodist  people  in 


Louisiana  to  be  good  stewards  of  their 
present  and  future  resources. 

The  Foundation  serves  as  a  central  in¬ 
vestment  agency  which  can  hold  and  in¬ 
vest  permanent  funds  for  institutions 
and  programs  of  the  church,  including  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  office  and  promotion  of  the 
Foundation  is  funded  by  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

Members  of  the  Foundation  are  of¬ 
fered  prudent  handling  of  all  funds  and 
property  placed  in  its  care.  It  offers  the 
opportunity  of  creating  a  living  memori¬ 
al.  Anyone  can  set  up  a  trust  in  the  name 
of  a  loved  one  or  a  friend  and  perpetuate 
their  name  for  all  time. 


The  Foundation  offers  service,  other 
than  legal,  in  preparing  wills  wherever 
any  United  Methodist  cause  is  included. 
Every  person  should  make  a  will.  Your 
testament  is  the  final  act  of  a  Christian’s 
stewardship  on  earth.  It  should  be  a  mon¬ 
ument  of  faith  and  devotion  to  the  ever¬ 
lasting  triumph  of  Christ. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  be¬ 
longs  to  the  congregations  of  the  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana.  Since 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  pays 
administrative  costs,  all  monies  invested 
with  the  Foundation  are  used  for  the  in¬ 
tended  purpose.  There  can  be  designated 
and  undesignated  gifts.  If  a  person  gives 
a  gift  to  the  Foundation  and  designates 
where  it  is  to  go  or  how  it  is  to  be  used. 


then  it  will  be  used  in  only  that  way.  The 
income  from  undesignated  gifts  is  dis¬ 
tributed  to  needed  Louisiana  causes  rec¬ 
ommended  by  a  Board  of  Trustees 
committee  and  approved  by  the  entire 
Board  of  Trustees  at  their  annual  meet¬ 
ing. 

Gifts  can  be  made  through  gift  annu¬ 
ities,  memorials,  wills,  life  insurance, 
real  estate,  etc.  Foundation  giving  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  over  and  above  local  church 
giving.  A  gift  to  the  Foundation  can  be 
given  to  benefit  a  local  church,  but 
should  not  replace  current  giving 
through  the  local  church.  Most  churches 
find  that  current  giving  is  enhanced  from 
the  giving  of  capital  gifts. 

Matthew  6: 19-21  “Riches  in  Heaven” 


UMM  Elect  Boyd  Baun  as  New  President 


Book  helps  ‘Children  feel  at  home 
in  Church’  According  to  Review 


The  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 
met  for  their  annual  retreat  at  Louisiana 
College,  Pineville  June  24-26  and  all 
those  attending  agreed  it  was  the  best  re¬ 
treat  in  many  years. 

A  total  of  159  men  had  registered  by 
Saturday  afternoon  for  the  retreat,  with 
a  number  of  others  from  the  Alexandria 
district  attending  for  one  day  only  and 
not  registering. 

One  new  feature  for  this  year  was  a 
special  Friday  night  service  with  Rev. 
George  Harbuck  preaching  and  the  Pine¬ 
ville  Men’s  Chorus  on  the  program.  Ap¬ 
proximately  55  people  were  able  to 
attend  this  service. 

Dr.  Ray  Branton,  Shreveport  District 
Superintendent,  was  the  guest  speaker 
giving  a  series  of  MESSAGES  on  prayer 
that  set  the  tone  for  the  retreat.  Semi¬ 
nars  were  led  by  Ken  Ward,  Boyd  Baun, 
Judge  Carl  Stewart,  Larry  Lewis,  P.  W. 
Sibley,  Pat  Bolling  and  Carl  Reid. 

The  “Charles  Goodgame  Layman  of 
the  Year  Award”  was  presented  to  Boyd 
Baun  on  the  basis  of  his  work  in  estab¬ 


lishing  a  United  Methodist  Men’s  group 
on  a  college  campus,  designing  the  state 
UMM  flag,  teaching  classes  several 
years  in  a  row  on  “Duties  of  UMM  Offi¬ 
cers,”  and  his  leadership  in  District  and 
Conference  laity  work. 

Baun  is  a  member  of  University  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  Baton  Rouge  and  has 
been  since  1954.  He  has  served  in  several 
capacities  including  Head  Scout  master, 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  Chairper¬ 
son  of  Evangelism  and  Missions  Work 
Areas,  and  as  President  of  UMM  in  his 
church  and  for  the  Baton  Rouge/La¬ 
fayette  district.  Baun  has  also  served  as 
chairman  of  the  UMM  Bishop’s  Scholar¬ 
ship  fund  and  has  worked  with  the  UMM 
Survey  to  promote  growth  in  UMM 
groups  across  the  state. 

In  addition  to  his  Methodist  activities, 
Baun  teaches  art  classes  in  the  commu¬ 
nity,  is  a  volunteer  for  SCORE  (Service 
Corps  of  Retired  Executives)  and  serves 
as  a  volunteer  at  the  Mary  Bird  Perkins 
Radiation  Center.  Baun,  a  retired  major 
in  the  Air  Force,  is  married  and  has  two 


children,  two  stepchildren  and  nine 
grandchildren. 

Also  honored  during  the  retreat  were 
Jack  and  Susie  Ewing  for  their  years  of 
service  to  the  UMM,  serving  as  Regis¬ 
trar  and  Chairman  of  Registration  for 
the  annual  retreat.  They  have  given  free¬ 
ly  of  their  time,  energy  and  office  facili¬ 
ties.  The  Ewings  are  members  of  First 
UMC,  Alexandria. 

Elections  were  held  during  the  retreat 
and  Boyd  Baun  was  elected  president, 
taking  over  the  job  from  outgoing  presi¬ 
dent  Ofney  Ellis.  Also  elected  were  Bill 
Heath,  of  Alexandria,  elected  as  Chair¬ 
man  of  the  Nominating  Committee,  Bill 
Harris  and  Irving  Abraham  were  elected 
Vice  Presidents  and  Charles  Goodgame 
as  Secretary.  These  officers  will  take 
over  effective  Jan.  1,  1989.  Bob  Sides, 
Retreat  Program  Chairman  for  1988-90, 
is  already  working  on  the  programs  for 
the  next  two  retreats. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  UMM 
has  been  called  into  session  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Pineville  on 


UMM  President  —  Boyd  Baun 


August  20,  to  finalize  plans  for  UMM  De¬ 
velopment  statewide.  Alan  Brown,  Na¬ 
tional  Executive  Director  will  be  present 
and  will  work  in  the  state  assisting  with 
the-program. 


*The  following  book  review  has  been 
written  by  Director  of  Education  Minis¬ 
tries  Larry  Lewis. 

Helping  Children  Feel  at  home  in 
Church  by  Margie  Morris,  Discipleship 
Resources  ($4.95  —  DR054B) 

Many  churches  struggle  with  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  how  to  involve  children  in  a 
meaningful  way.  In  this  short  book,  Mar¬ 
gie  Morris  lists  99  ways  for  parents  and 
congregations  to  help  children  under¬ 
stand  and  benefit  from  this  mysterious 
and  often  dreaded  hour  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing. 

There  is  not  a  magical  period  when 
persons  are  able  to  benefit  from  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  There  is  not  a  specific  age 
when  children  are  now  old  enough  to  sit 
through  the  hour  of  worship  and  “be¬ 
have.”  Appreciation  for  and  understand¬ 
ing  of  worship  are  learned.  Margie 
Morris  tries  to  give  specific  suggestions 


on  how  to  help  children  learn  to  appreci¬ 
ate  the  worship  experience. 

Some  suggestions  are  for  parents  to  do 
at  home  in  preparing  children  for  the 
worship  such  as  previewing  the  weekly 
bulletin  with  them  prior  to  the  service. 
Many  suggestions  are  for  pastors  as  they 
try  to  be  aware  of  the  presence  of  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  service  of  worship.  Some  sug¬ 
gestions  are  for  teachers  in  the  Sunday 
School  as  children  digest  what  is  happen¬ 
ing  in  the  service. 

I  would  highly  recommend  this  book  to 
all  pastors.  Although  they  might  not  find 
all  suggestions  viable,  the  book  will  at 
least  raise  the  issues  involved  with  chil¬ 
dren  and  worship.  I  would  suggest  it  to 
parents  and  worship  leaders  as  they  try 
to  prepare  children  for  a  meaningful 
worship  experience.  This  is  a  book  which 
can  make  a  difference  in  our  churches 
now  and  can  make  a  difference  in  the 
lives  of  our  children  for  years  to  come. 


Dr.  John  Westerhoff  to  give  two-day  lecture  in  Lake  Charles 


The  L?ke  Charles  District  and  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  are 
sponsoring  a  series  of  lectures  by  Dr. 
John  Westerhoff  for  September  16-17. 

John  H.  Westerhoff,  an  Episcopal 
priest,  is  a  Professor  at  the  Duke  Univer¬ 
sity  Divinity  School  in  Durham,  North 
Carolina.  He  is  best  known  for  his  nu¬ 
merous  books  of  which  Will  Our  Chil¬ 
dren  Have  Faith  and  Bringing  Up 
Children  in  the  Christian  Faith  have  be¬ 
come  classics.  His  most  recent  books 
have  been  Building  God’s  People,  A  Pil¬ 
grim  People,  Living  the  Faith  Commu¬ 
nity,  and  On  the  Threshold  of  God’s 
Future. 

Having  taught  at  numerous  universi¬ 
ties  including  Harvard,  Princeton,  Ford- 
ham  and  Boston  College,  he  has  been  a 
professor  of  practical  theology  at  Duke 


for  some  15  years.  While  the  focus  of  his 
scholarship  has  been  on  Christian  forma¬ 
tion  and  education,  his  teaching  includes 
liturgies,  pastoral  care,  and  spirituality. 
He  tests  his  thoughts  and  theories  at  the 
Chapel  of  the  Cross,  an  Episcopal  parish, 
in  Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina  where  he 
is  an  assisting  priest.  For  the  past  decade, 
as  editor  of  the  scholarly  journal  Re¬ 
ligious  Education,  he  has  helped  to  shape 
the  church’s  understanding  of  its  educa¬ 
tional  mission  and  ministry. 

A  popular  speaker  and  workshop  lead¬ 
er,  he  has  traveled  throughout  the  world 
working  with  clergy  and  laity  from  most 
every  Christian  tradition.  John  Wester¬ 
hoff,  pastor  and  scholar,  theoretician  and 
practitioner,  aids  parishes  to  develop 
new  approaches  to  Christian  formation, 


education  and  instruction.  Further,  he  til  3  p.m.  This  day’s  costs  $22  and  lunch  Both  days’  events  are  worth  .5  CEU’s 
challenges,  stimulates  and  enables  per-  is  included.  for  participants, 

sons  to  deepen  their  faith  and  enliven 
their  ministries. 

The  event  for  Friday.  Sept.  16  is  called 
“Liturgy,  Worship  and  Spiritual  Forma¬ 
tion”  and  is  designed  for  clergy  and  staff 
as  a  retreat  and  to  consider  issues  of 
spiritual  formation  in  the  local  church. 

The  event  will  run  from  2  p.m.  until  9 
p.m.  at  the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 
and  those  attending  are  asked  to  plan  to 
stay  the  night.  The  cost  of  this  event  is 
$35  and  includes  meals. 

On  Saturday,  Westerhoff  will  lecture 
on  the  topic  “Equipping  the  Saints.”  This 
lecture  is  designed  as  a  teacher-training 
event  for  teachers,  leaders,  D.C.E.’s  and 
pastors.  This  event  will  be  held  at  War¬ 
ren  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  from  9  a.m.  un- 


REGISTRATION 


NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


I  PLAN  TO  ATTEND: 

_ Friday  Event  —  $35.00 

_ Saturday  Event  —  $22.00 

_ _ Both  Events  —  $57.00 


RETURN  TO: 

First  United  Methodist  Church 

812  Kirkman  Street 

Lake  Charles,  LA  70601-4359 


CHILDREN’S  CLUB  —  These  members  of  Choudrant  UMC,  in  the  Ruston  dis¬ 
trict,  are  participating  in  their  Kid’s  Klub,  a  program  that  meets  every  Tuesday 
evening  for  an  hour  to  give  parents  a  free  time  and  to  give  these  children  a  mean¬ 
ingful  story  and  activity  period.  The  Rev.  Jennie  Jones  is  the  pastor  at  Choudrant 
and  her  daughter  April  Pickett  opens  the  program  with  a  story.  Pat  Aswell  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Milner  work  with  the  activities.  The  program  is  open  to  youngsters  within  the 
community,  not  just  members  of  the  church. 


Around  the  Conference 


RETIREMENT  RECEPTION  —  Members  of  Ingleside  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  held  a 
reception  for  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Shirley  in  honor  of  his  retirement.  Rev.  Shirley 
had  been  at  Ingleside  for  eight  years  and  greeted  friends  from  that  church  as  well 
as  from  a  number  of  his  other  past  charges.  The  UMW  at  Ingleside  presented  the 
Shirleys  with  a  Robert  Rucker  swamp  scene. 


BIG  TURNOUT  —  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  had  a  turnout  of  359  for  their 
Bible  School  in  June.  Martha  Morris  was  the  director  and  worked  toward  providing 
a  meaningful  experience  for  the  children  as  they  learned  about  “Jesus,  Our  Friend 
and  Teacher.”  A  special  project  for  the  children  was  the  offering  of  money  and  sup¬ 
plies  to  the  Istrouma  UMC  after  school  program  for  neighborhood  children  and  the 
third  through  sixth  graders  delivered  these  items. 


HAPPY  CAMPERS  —  These  three  ladies  were  participants  in  a  recent  UMW  Re¬ 
treat.  They  are  from  left  to  right,  Virginia  Spitzkeit,  Ruth  Nesom  and  Lou 
Alexander. 


SPECIAL  PERFORMANCE  —  ‘‘You  Were  There’’  is  the  name  of  the  Chancel  Dra¬ 
ma  performed  by  Missy  Orr,  Misty  Spiller,  Steven  White  and  Tre  Green  of  First 
UMC,  Bastrop  under  the  direction  of  Michelle  Tatum.  Other  members  of  the  youth 
group  assisted  in  stage/strike  crew  duties,  lighting  effects  and  sound. 


SPECIAL  SERVICE  —  Rev.  William  Stokes  Jr.  receives  a  crystal  globe  from  the 
Ansley  Church  commemorating  his  29  years  of  service  and  retirement.  Samuel 
Lamkin  makes  the  presentation  and  Dr.  Henry  Blount  looks  on.  He  also  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Tech  for  31  years. 
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How  focused  are  we  on  Jeslis? 


Here’s  an  unlikely  trio:  a  recent  Gal¬ 
lup  survey,  an  Australian  evangelist  and 
a  controversial  new  film  about  Jesus. 

The  three  are  linked,  however,  by  a 
common  element  that  has  a  vital  impli¬ 
cation  for  American  Christians. 

•  The  Gallup  survey,  “The  Unchurched 
American,  1988,”  found  that  the  percent¬ 
age  of  people  in  the  United  States  who 
belong  to  the  church  is  declining.  By  con¬ 
trast,  it  found  that  the  percentage  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  say  they  believe  Jesus  is  the  Son 
of  God  is  increasing  (see  UMR,  July  29). 

•The  evangelist,  the  Rev.  Alan  Walk¬ 
er,  recently  offered  several  evidences  of  a 
new  worldwide  “awakening”  of  people  to 
the  Christian  faith  (see  UMR,  July  29).  The 
number  of  people  outside  the  United  States 
who  have  become  Christians  is  growing 
and,  in  some  places,  dramatically,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  Walker  (UMR,  July  29). 

•The  film,  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,”  based  on  a  1951  novel  of  the  same 
name  by  Nikos  Kazantzakis,  is  due  to  be 
released  this  fall  (see  UMR,  July  22,  29  and 
elsewhere  in  this  issue).  It  has  sparked  a 
public  furor  about,  among  other  things, 
the  propriety  of  graphically  portraying  Je¬ 
sus  as  a  human  who  struggled  with  sexual 
temptation  as  he  sought  to  do  God’s  will. 

At  first  glance,  the  film  controversy  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  “clinker”  on  the  list  The  up¬ 
roarious  reaction  to  the  film,  however,  has 
this  in  common  with  the  Gallup  and  Walker 
findings:  It  shows  that  the  life  of  Jesus 
continues  to  hold  a  unique  and  powerful 
fascination  for  the  human  spirit  and 
imagination.  The  mere  mention  of  Je¬ 
sus'  name  inspires  passionate  response 
from  those  who  hold  it  and  Him  dear. 


Far  too  many  Christians,  particularly 
those  of  us  in  the  United  States,  seeming¬ 
ly  have  forgotten  or  ignored  that  reality. 

Hence,  many  churches  consistently  fo¬ 
cus  on  matters  having  peripheral  impor¬ 
tance  for  Christian  faith  and  conduct 
while  downplaying  our  faith’s  life-giving 
Center:  the  One  who  calls  us  to  a  life  of 
meaning  and  purpose  rooted  in  God. 

Is  it  any  wonder  that  when  we  “major 
in  minors,”  others  see  little  in  our  exam¬ 
ple  that  would  attract  them  to  be  part  of 
the  Body  of  Christ? 

Whatever  blocks  people  from  the 
community  of  faith,  it  is  not  lack  of  in¬ 
terest  in  the  One  whose  life  and  witness 
should  be  at  the  heart  of  who  we  are, 
what  we  say  and  what  we  do. 

Via  a  myriad  of  ways— music,  film, 
stage  as  well  as  traditional  “preaching- 
people  worldwide  continue  to  be  grasped 
by  Jesus’  life  and  witness  and  challenged  to 
grapple  with  the  question  He  perennially 
raises:  “Who  do  you  say  that  I  am?” 

The  Alan  Walker  findings  particularly 
suggest  that  the  question  is  being  re¬ 
sponded  to  positively  in  increasing  num¬ 
bers  by  life-transforming  confessions 
that  Jesus  is  Lord. 

If  the  same  thing  is  not  happening  in 
our  local  churches  and  communities,  isn’t 
it  time  to  ask  the  following  question: 

How  focused  are  our  words  and  deeds  on 
the  One  who  calls  us  into  being  and  whose 
Spirit  empowers  and  sustains  our  doing? 

“We’ve  a  story  to  tell  to  the  nations,”  a 
familiar  hymn  reminds  us.  Ample  evi¬ 
dence  suggests  that  where  that  story  is 
being  told  with  conviction,  people  are  lis¬ 
tening  and  lives  are  being  brought  into 
relationship  with  God. 


Here  I  Stand 

Transform  or  bury  jurisdictional  conference! 


By  BARBARA  WENDLAND 

I’ve  just  attended  my  first  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference,  and  I’m  sad  and  an¬ 
gry.  As  the  body 
of  Christ,  we  are 
called  to  rein¬ 
force  what  God  is 
doing  in  today’s 
world— to  pro¬ 
mote  God-in¬ 
spired  ideas 
whose  time  has 
come.  However,  Barbara  Wendland 
in  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
Conference  we  are  perpetuating 
many  whose  time  has  gone. 

What’s  more,  we’re  paying  a  high 
price  for  doing  it.  The  jurisdiction 
paid  $374  for  my  travel  expense  as  a 
delegate,  and  my  actual  expense  was 
nearly  twice  that.  The  other  371  dele¬ 
gates  presumably  received  similar 
amounts,  so  our  attendance  cost  the 
jurisdiction  about  $150,000  and  cost 
delegates  or  their  annual  conferences 
nearly  as  much. 

What  did  we  accomplish? 

There  were  other  major  expenses, 
of  course,  for  printing,  conference  of¬ 
ficials  and  staff,  and  meeting  facili¬ 
ties.  The  meeting  probably  cost  at 
least  half  a  million  dollars  in  all,  and 
similar  meetings  were  held  in  four 
other  jurisdictions.  This  money  could 
have  paid  for  a  lot  of  ministry,  and 
what  did  we  accomplish  with  it? 

We  heard  reports  that  dealt  mostly 
with  the  routine  business  of  commit¬ 
tees  and  organizations.  There  was  lit¬ 


tle  that  was  news  to  us  or  that  we  had 
the  opportunity  to  change.  The  re¬ 
ports  were  mainly  time-fillers. 

We  elected  members  of  general 
boards  and  agencies,  and  trustees  of 
several  church  institutions,  but  our 
action  was  only  a  formality.  In  effect, 
nomination  meant  election. 

A  large  chunk  of  our  time  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  an  elaborate  presentation  of 
the  wives  and  widows  of  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion’s  current  and  retired  bishops.  Each 
was  escorted  to  the  stage  by  a  man 
from  her  annual  conference,  and  as 
each  couple’s  names  were  announced 
an  orchid  was  pinned  on  the  woman. 

I  felt  as  if  I  were  back  at  the  annual 
May  Fete  of  my  junior  high  school  in 
the  1940s,  but  this  antiquated  and  juve¬ 
nile  rite  was  being  presented  in  all  se¬ 
riousness  to  adult  men  and  women 
called  by  God  to  minister  to  a  needy 
world  in  1988.  And  it  was  presented  by 
a  church  called  to  acknowledge  that 
women  are- competent  individuals,  not 
just  decorative  accessories  and  back¬ 
ground  supporters  for  their  husbands. 

Interspersed  among  all  these  activ¬ 
ities  was  the  only  real  business  of  the 
jurisdictional  conference:  voting  for 
new  bishops.  Although  the  candidates’ 
qualifications  and  the  good  of  the 
whole  church  were  occasionally  men¬ 
tioned,  most  delegates’  main  objec¬ 
tive  apparently  was  to  insure  that  a 
certain  desired  bishop  would  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  their  own  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  that  someone  else  who  was 
unwanted  would  not. 

Another  crucial  factor  was  the 


number  of  years  a  candidate  was  eli¬ 
gible  to  serve.  Four  years  was  consid¬ 
ered  too  short  a  time  to  master  the 
job.  (Jesus  wouldn’t  have  qualified.) 
Anything  over  eight  might  be  too 
much,  for  it  could  let  someone  get  too 
powerful  and,  worst  of  all,  lessen  the 
opportunities  for  others  to  be  elected. 

In  voting,  new  delegates  were  re¬ 
peatedly  urged  to  accept  the  advice  of 
their  delegation’s  leaders  rather  than 
trying  to  evaluate  the  candidates  for 
themselves. 

When  veteran  delegates  proposed 
strategy,  they  often  prefaced  their 
statements  with  “Everybody  knows’ 
that . . .”  or  “All  of  us  know  Joe  (or 
Charles,  or  Bob,  or  whoever),  so . . .” 
Actually,  only  the  inner  circle  knew, 
and  no  explanation  was  offered  for 
the  rest  of  us. 

Our  leaders  frequently  reminded  us 
that  voting  independently  on  the  basis 
of  our  persoal  convictions  was  fu¬ 
tile— that  voting  as  a  bloc  was  the 
only  way  to  succeed.  This  is  simply 
how  the  world  works,  we  were  told. 

God's  will  got  little  attention 

I  didn’t  hear  anyone  mention  the 
fact  that  God  calls  us  to  model  a  bet¬ 
ter  way,  rather  than  merely  to  con¬ 
form  to  the  world’s  way.  The 
presiding  bishop  led  the  entire  confer¬ 
ence  in  prayer  before  every  caucus 
and  ballot,  but  in  the  caucuses  God’s 
will  got  little  attention.  Maybe  God 
always  prefers  candidates  from  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  annual 
conferences— the  ones  who  usually 


win  the  elections— but  I  doubt  it. 

I  suspect  that  a  committee  com¬ 
posed  of  a  few  veteran  delegates  from 
every  annual  commence  could  elect 
our  bishops  and  achieve  about  the  same 
results  as  the  present  method  at  a 
much  smaller  cost.  The  rest  of  us  prob¬ 
ably  don’t  even  need  to  come  together 
and  go  through  the  motions  of  voting. 

However,  a  surprising  number  of  us 
like  to  come  together,  I  discovered, 
even  to  watch  others  go  through  the 
motions.  I  was  amazed  at  the  number 
of  people— mainly  clergy  and  their 
spouses— who  attended  as  spectators. 

Obviously  it’s  a  valuable  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  see  how  the  system  works,  to  be 
seen,  and  to  exert  influence— to  seek 
greater  power  and  status  or  protect 
what  one  already  has. 

Jurisdictional  conference  is  a  meet¬ 
ing  whose  productivity  is  scandalous¬ 
ly  meager  in  proportion  to  its  cost  in 
money,  time,  and  effort.  It  perpetu¬ 
ates  the  worst  features  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  status  quo,  yet  we  claim  to  be 
followers  of  a  Lord  who  constantly 
criticized  that  status  quo. 

Jurisdictional  conference  is  a  dead 
body  that  urgently  needs  either  trans¬ 
formation  or  burial. 

" Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Barbara 
Wendland  is  a  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Temple  in  Tem¬ 
ple,  Texas  (Central  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


f betters  to  the  Editor 


My  Witness 


Omission 

To  the  Editor. 

I  read  with  interest  the  article  on  the 
use  of  “the  pure,  unfermented  juice  of 
the  grape"  (see  UMR,  July  1). 

Though  your  article  notes  that  the 
Rev.  Don  Foreman  tried  twice  to  restore 
the  instruction  during  plenary  session,  it 
does  not  note  that  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  explicitly  rejected  the  proposal. 

Frankly,  I  was  surprised  that  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  did  not  endorse  inclu¬ 
sion,  but  as  the  transcript  of  the  debate 
and  the  vote  show,  that  was  not  the  mind 
of  the  conference.  Your  excellent  story 
focuses  on  past  history  (which  is  very  in¬ 
teresting)  and  Mr.  Foreman’s  plan  to  re¬ 
introduce  the  subject  next  time. 

Missing  is  what  I  thought  was  the  real 
news,  that  the  General  Conference,  after 
listening  to  the  arguments  on  all  sides, 
decided  to  omit  the  instruction. 

I  agree  with  the  Rev.  Hoyt  Hickman 
that  there  won’t  be  much  change  in 
church  practices.  Personally  I  prefer 
“the  pure,  unfermented  juice  of  the 

Donald  E.  Messer 
Denver,  Colorado 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Ask,  and  it  will  be  given  you;  seek, 
and  you  will  find;  knock,  and  it  will  be 
opened  to  you.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Ephesians  3:20,  21) 

Readings  for  week  of  August  8 

Monday:  Psalm  143:1-8 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  18:1,5,9-15 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  18:16-23 
Thursday:  Ephesians  4:25-5:2 
Friday:  Ephesians  5:3-16 
Saturday:  John  6:35-40 
Sunday:  John  6:41-51 
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Questions  raised  about  ad 

To  the  Editor: 

The  advertisement  in  the  July  15  issue 
seeking  the  “best  youth  minister  in 
America”  raises  some  questions  about 
ethical  Christian  advertising. 

1)  Who  shall  determine  “the  best”  ap¬ 
plicant?  “‘Blessed  are  the  meek,  for  they 
shall  inherit  the  earth”— but  apparently 
they  will  not  work  for  this  church. 

2)  The  qualifications  call  for  multi-tal¬ 
ented  applicants.  Does  God  call  only 
those  who  have  musical  ability?  What  if 
the  applicant  is  intelligent,  eloquent, 
hard-working,  humble,  self-assured,  pa¬ 
triotic,  dedicated,  vowed-to-poverty, 
child-of-a-bishop,  has  a  Ph.D.— and  is 
tone  deaf? 

3)  What  qualifications  does  the  employ¬ 
ing  church  have?  It  is  printed:  “exciting 
television  ministry.”  How  exciting  is  it?  As 
exciting  as  several  televangelists?  Does  ex¬ 
citement  clothe  the  naked,  feed  the  hungry, 
heal  the  sick,  rescue  the  perishing? 

Is  there  anyone  in  this  “exciting,  large, 
suburban  church”  who  will  assist  the 
“best  youth  minister  in  America,”  or  will 
he/she  do  it  all  by  her/himself? 

4)  Is  this  ad  really  for  a  church?  Or  is 
it  for  an  industrial  conglomerate  under 
cover? 

G.  E.  Hoffman 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania 

More  pruning  at  top  needed 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  for  the  article  by  the  Rev.  Vick¬ 
rey  Dougherty  headlined,  “UMC  is  grow¬ 
ing  too  much  ‘on  top’  for  shrinking  root 
system  to  support,”  (see  UMR,  July  15). 

As  one  of  Mr.  Dougherty’s  district  su¬ 
perintendents  of  long  ago,  I  want  to  say 
“Amen,  Vick  is  right  again!”  (I  recall  that 
one  of  his  sermons  was  published  in  the 
"Congressional  Record”  a  few  years  back). 

We  must  ask  why  we  have  lost  two  mil¬ 
lion  members  in  20  years  when  the  nation’s 
population  is  growing.  Such  a  loss  equates 
to  losing  4,000  churches  of  500  members 
each,  or  200  such  churches  per  year  for  20 
years — or  about  one  very  Sunday! 

A  basic  change  in  priorities  is  called  for, 
and  more  pruning  at  the  top  is  needed. 

Donald  R.  O’Connor 
Claremont,  California 

Do  we  really  want  to  grow? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  viewed  with  great  interest  the  article 
and  map  in  the  July  15  issue  concerning 
the  1987  United  Methodist  membership 
losses.  Sometimes  I  wonder  if  our  de¬ 
nominational  leaders  and  pastors  are  as 
bothered  about  these  losses  as  I  am. 

I  am  also  wondering  if  these  groups  of 
church  leaders  are  interested  in  applying 
a  little  logic  to  the  situation. 

Observe  first  of  all  that  once  again  it 
is  North  Georgia  and  Oklahoma,  along 
with  the  Carolinas,  that  lead  the  nation 
in  membership  increases. 

These  conferences  (especially  North 
Georgia)  have  led  in  this  way  over  the 
past  two  decades.  Since  this  is  true,  it 
would  seem  logical  to  learn  what  these 
growing  conferences  are  doing  right, 
then  imitate  this  across  the  board! 

How  are  the  churches  in  these  confer¬ 
ences  practicing  the  tasks  of  evangelism, 
discipleship,  Christian  education,  and/or 
principles  of  church  growth?  Why  isn’t 
our  Board  of  Discipleship  (or  Council  of 
Bishops)  publishing  abroad  these  strate¬ 
gies  along  with  their  success  stories 
across  all  jurisdictions? 

Comrrfon  sense  dictates  that  we  should 
attempt  to  imitate  what  works  for  these 
growing  conferences  (one  should  add 
here  the  growing  overseas  conferences 
in  Africa  and  Indonesia),  if  we  truly  want 
to  reverse  these  losses  and  become  a 
growing  church  again. 

But  this  raises  some  hard  questions  for 
us  as  United  Methodists:  Do  we  want  to 
grow  enough  to  employ  common  sense 
and  basic  logic  to  our  needy  situation? 

The  other  question  is  more  frighten¬ 
ing:  Are  we  able  with  our  present  institu- 
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tional  structure  to  employ  this  kind  of 
common  sense  anymore?  Or  have  we 
come  to  a  point  at  which  we  are  no  long¬ 
er  to  think  clearly  at  high  levels  of  deci¬ 
sion-making? 

Paul  D.  Duerksen 
Iraan,  Texas 

Pastors  should  make  calls 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  readers  continue  to  send  in  sug¬ 
gestions  and  solutions  concerning  United 
Methodism’s  continuous  membership  de¬ 
cline.  I’ll  use  a  similar  method  to  add  my 
analysis  of  the  situation. 

I  am  a  retired  member  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Conference.  During  the  last  years  of 
my  ministry  in  a  church  in  the  Minne¬ 
apolis  suburbs  I  had  a  number  of  semi¬ 
nary  students  working  in  my  church  as 
student  pastors. 

Over  and  over  again  I  was  impressed 
with  the  changing  attitude  toward  house- 
to-house  calling  among  the  students  of 
today’s  seminaries.  When  we  were  or¬ 
dained  we  were  asked  if  we  would  “call 
house  to  house.”  Today’s  pastors  seem  to 
take  the  attitude  of  today’s  doctors— “we 
don’t  make  house  calls!” 

The  church  will  continue  to  decline  in 
membership  as  long  as  pastors  refuse  to  go 
out  and  get  acquainted  with  their  people  in 
house-to-house,  one-on-one  visits,  however 
time  consuming  and  “boring”  it  may  be. 

Roderick  McDonald 
Escondido,  California 

Thanks  for  articles! 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  five  excellent  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  jurisdictional  conferences 
(see  UMR,  July  22). 

I  liked  their  length,  the  photos,  the  as¬ 
signments  list  and  especially  (he  writing 

StylC'  Everett  L.  Taylor 

Arroyo  Grande,  California 

Journalistic  standards  hit 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  journalistic  standards  are  now 
questionable.  In  the  story  about  a  Chris¬ 
tian  hospital  in  Gaza  (see  UMR,  July  15), 
you  conveniently  placed  a  photo  of  an  in¬ 
jured  child  above  the  article. 

This  photo  was  obviously  designed  to 
win  sympathy  for  the  Moslems  in  Gaza. 

It  would  have  been  more  honest  to 
have  shown  the  photo  of  an  injured  ter¬ 
rorist.  Does  the  Reporter  operate  inde¬ 
pendently  or  is  it  an  arm  of  the  WCC, 
who  supplied  the  published  photo? 

R.  T.  Doyle 
Louisville,  Kentucky 

We  can  enforce  Christianity 

To  the  Editor: 

If  it  is  true  that  “you  can’t  legislate 
morality"  (and  it  is),  then  parallel  logic 
would  seem  to  assert  that  you  can’t  en¬ 
force  Christianity  and  the  Golden  Rule 
by  use  of  coercion  and/or  hurtful  tactics. 

Those  include  using  what  amounts  to 
violence  in  the  marketplace  by  boycott¬ 
ing  whoever  happens  to  be  in  ideological 
disfavor  and  trying  to  damage  his  or  her 
business  to  the  point  of  submission  to 
whatever  point  of  view  the  “spiritual 
power  brokers”  (an  oxymoron  if  I  ever 
saw  one)  happen  to  be  embracing  at  any 
given  time. 


Why  doesn’t  it  occur  to  our  current 
clique  of  head  knockers  that  United 
Methodism  was  much,  much  more  ap¬ 
pealing  to  sinners  when  salvation  was 
presented  through  the  message  of  love 
and  brotherhood? 

Impatience  was  never  justification  for 
using  bad  judgment.  To  understand  what 
is  being  expressed  by  the  Golden  Rule  is 
to  realize  that  Christian  ethics  preclude 
absolutely  any  use  of  coercion,  force  in 
influencing  people  for  Christ. 

,  Who  is  there  who  would  ever  desire  to 
have  physical,  economic  or  peer-group- 
rejection  force  used  on  them? 

Listen  to  what  it  says:  “Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  have  done  unto  you.”  It  may 
be  a  slow  way  to  win  converts,  but  it  is  the 
good  way,  the  right  way,  Christ’s  way. 

Shortcut  routes  to  salvation  and 
church  membership  expansion  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  speedier,  but  they  really 
haven’t  done  all  that  much  for  United 
Methodism’s  ledger  of  souls  won. 

Dwight  Payton 
Aztec,  New  Mexico 

Sanctions  hurt  victims 

To  the  Editor: 

Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  from  Kansas  and 
Bishop  William  Grove  from  West  Virginia 
getting  into  the  same  boat  with  U.S.  Sens. 
Edward  Kennedy,  Alan  Cranston  and  U.S. 
Rep.  Ron  Dellums  on  the  sanctions  against 
South  Africa  adds  five  more  reasons  that 
United  Methodists  continue  to  lose  mem¬ 
bers  (see  UMR,  July  15). 

Sanctions  only  continue  to  hurt  the 
very  people  we  would  like  to  help.  There 
are  better  methods  in  progress,  but  all 
will  take  time.  Harold  j  Schmidt 

St.  Petersburg,  Florida 


By  JAIME  POTTER-MILLER 

Not  too  many  weeks  ago,  I  admitted  to 
some  friends  that  the  current  drought 
was  a  parable  of  a 
spiritual  dryness 
plague  that  was 
choking  me.  The  con¬ 
versation  ended  with 
a  confession  of  faith 
that  just  as  earth 
cannot  alter  its  own 
parched  state  but 
must  trust  the  Potter-Miller 
clouds,  I  would  continue  my  disciplines 
with  faithfulness  even  in  my  desert. 

It  was  with  this  uneasy  sense  of  an  itchy 
soul  that  I  traveled  from  the  Pittsburgh 
swelter  to  West  Virginia  W6sleyart  College 
for  my  third  jurisdictional  conference. 

Vivid  memories  of  the  electoral  process 
in  which  I  actively  participated  in  1980 
and  1984  were  emblazoned  in  my  mind. 
Behind  closed  eyes  the  videos  replayed, 
the  conversations  rehearsed:  “If-  you’ll  sup¬ 
port  our  candidate  this  time,  we’ll  do  all 
we  can  next  time  to  work  for  you.” 

Other  cries  called 

Impressions  of  other  criqs  called  to 
my  inner  ear,  the  insistent  and  not  at  all 
unreasonable  voices  of  unrepresented 
groups  stating  their  desire,  their  call  to 
serve  on  the  episcopal  college. 

But  I  was  dry  and  thirsty  and  had  diffi¬ 
culty  becoming  enthusiastic  about  my 
choices.  I  had  preferences,  of  course.  I 
knew  which  of  the  candidates  I’d  want 
for  my  bishop,  friends  from  across  the 
years.  But  I  had  no  clear  word  from  Yah- 
weh.  It  was  sort  of  business  as  usual. 

Something  changed.  Something 
changed  radically.  Maybe  it  was  me; 
maybe  it  was  something  niuch  greater. 
Maybe  my  participation  in  the  weekend 
Youth  Convocation  prepared  me  by  sprin¬ 
kling  my  life  with  the  joy,  enthusiasm  and 
optimism  my  teenaged  friends  on  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Council  on 
Youth  Ministries  so  willingly  shared. 

Maybe  I  went  toward  the  jurisdiction¬ 
al  gathering  with  a  “wait. and  see”  atti¬ 
tude.  Maybe  I  wasn’t  alone  in  my  sense 
of  yearning.  Maybe  because  1  was  so  dry, 
I  knew  instinctively  to  look  to  the  Sky  for 
the  Mighty  Clouds  of  Joy! 

The  cloud-seeders  appeared  to  us  in  the 
presence  and  words  of  Dr.  Fred  Craddock 
and  Dean  Marjorie  Suchocki.  “God  does 
nothing  except  in  response  to  prayer.” 
“Prayer  opens  channels  through  which  God 
will  work.”  “Be  careful  how  you  pray.” 

The  Church  at  Work  and  the  Church  at 
Worship  became  one.  We  prayed.  We 


sang.  We  prayed.  We  balloted.  We 
prayed.  We  passed  legislation.  We 
prayed.  We  bounced  around  balloons.  We 
prayed.  We  prayed. 

A  long  time  ago,  1966  to  be  exact,  as  a 
teenager  headed  for  an  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  national  youth  gather¬ 
ing  in  Estes  Park,  Colorado,  I  joined  with 
another  47  persons  in  a  train  car  where 
we  prayed  and  sang  and  played. 

At  one  point,  a  porter  started  to  walk 
through  our  car.  He  looked  in  and  quickly 
retreated.  We  heard  his  surprised  reaction 
to  a  faceless  someone  through  the  door, 
"SHHH  They’re  havin’  church  in  there!” 

We  were  having  church! 

So  it  was  in  Buckhannon,  W.  Va.  The 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  was  havin’  church!  Do¬ 
ing  church.  Being  church. 

We  prayed.  The  channels  dilated.  And 
Yahweh  God  as  much  as  said;,  “Now 
you’ve  done  it!  You’ve  sought  my  opin¬ 
ion.  You’ve  opened  the  flood  gates.  Now, 
let  me  tell  you  what  I  think  of  your  polit¬ 
ical  process!” 

And  so  it  was  that  the  early  morning 
thoughts  of  one  Susan  Morrison  were  of 
breakfast  and  baseball.  In  just  a  matter 
of  several  breathless  hours,  she  was  a 
bishop.  Didn’t  come  as  a  candidate.  Didn’t 
make  a  speech.  Didn’t  campaign.  No  stra- 
tegizing,  rationalizing  or  theologizing. 

Someone  said  it  came  from  nowhere, 
first  one  vote,  then  two.  But  it  was  not 
from  nowhere.  It  was  spontaneous, 
spooky,  spirit-led.  The  “force”  of  which 
someone  spoke  was  not  the  reflective,  in¬ 
tense  Council  Director  from  Baltimore. 
It  was  the  Church  at  Work— the  Church 
at  Worship. 

The  1988  Northeastern  Jurisdictional 
Conference  will  be  remembered  as  the 
year  the  College  of  Bishops  became  gen¬ 
der  inclusive.  I  pray  it  will  also  be  land- 
marked  as  the  time  that  an  outpouring 
occurred  that  allowed  a  movement  to 
gain  momentum. 

Out  of  dry  ground,  a  new  flowering 
blossomed  and  refreshed  and  invigorated 
the  people  called  United  Methodist.  The 
week  the  reign,  so  desperately  sought, 
fell  heavily  in  abundance. 

I  will  think  of  it  as  the  week  I  was  de¬ 
hydrated.  And,  by  the  way,  the  night  we 
returned  from  Buckhannon,  the  Pirates- 
Giants  game  was  called  for  one  hour  and 
20  minutes.  Due  to  rain. 

The  Rev.  Jaime  Potter-Miller  is  pastor 
of  Dormant  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania 
Conference ). 


The  United  Methodist  Hymnal:  available 
in  3  music  editions  that  will  delight 
church  musicians,  organists,  pianists,  and 
choirs 

Keyboard  Edition.  7-ring  looseleaf  format 
makes  it  easy  to  remove  hymns  for 
individual  services  while  ensuring  that 
pages  will  not  fall  out  or  tear.  Fits 
perfectly  on  music  rack  and  available  in 
attractive  Navy  Blue  or  Dark  Red  covers. 
$34.95.  FREE  with  your  church  order  of  20 
or  more  Hymnals  placed  before  Aug.  I, 

1 989.  (Limit  I  per  church) 

Deluxe  Keyboard  Edition.  Perfect  gift  for 
your  church  organist,  pianist,  and  music 
director.  New  practical  4-page-across 
format  makes  it  usable  in  any  music 
setting;  fits  nicely  on  piano  and  organ. 
Embossed  cover  is  an  attractive  Navy 
Blue.  Durable  concealed  spiral  binding; 
long-lasting  quality.  $49.95 

Music  Supplement.  An  exciting  edition 
that  will  enhance  your  church's  music 
program.  Contains  a  collection  of 
approximately  250  hymns  from  The  United 
Methodist  Hymnal,  with  added 
supplemental  material: 

•  descants:  vocal  and  instrumental 

•  handbell  and  brass  accompaniments 

•  alternate  harmonitations 

•  guitar  chords,  Orff  instrumentation, 
and  more! 

Spiral  bound  in  practical  8'/i"  x  11"  site, 
and  available  with  attractive  Navy  Blue  or 
Dark  Red  covers.  $24.95 


Music!  Music!  Music! 


(to  Cokesbury 
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All  editions  available  Oct.  I,  1989. 
Cokesbury  has  answers  to  all  your  Hymnal 
questions.  Call  or  visit  today  for  promotional 
resources  and  news  about  special 
prepublication  discounts! 


CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 

ORDER  FROM  YOUR  COKESBURY 
SERVICE  CENTER: 

201  Eighth  Avenue  South  •  P.O.  Bo*  801 
Nathvllle,  TN  J7202 

1635  Adrian  Rood  •  Burlingame,  CA  94010 
ORDER  TOLL  FREE:  1-800^72-1789 
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‘ The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ * 

Viewers  agree  film 
could  be  shocking 


Camp  David  chapel  caps  25-year  work 

UM  layman  Ken  Plummer  heads  national  nondenominational  project 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Three  religious  leaders  who  have  seen 
an  unfinished  version  of  the  controver¬ 
sial  film,  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,”  agree  it  contains  strong  images 
that  could  shock  Christians. 

They  differ  sharply,  however,  on  what 
ought  to  be  done  about  the  film,  which 
has  been  the  focus  of  national  debate  and 
protest  for  three  weeks. 

Interviewed  by  the  Reporter  were 
Evelyn  Dukovic,  executive  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  Morality  in  Media;  the  Rev.  Kath¬ 
leen  LaCamera,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  is  media  critic  for  the 
weekly  UM-produced  television  pro¬ 
gram,  “Catch  the  Spirit;”  and  the  Rev. 
William  Fore,  also  a  United  Methodist 
minister,  who  is  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches. 

Ms.  Dukovic,  Ms.  LaCamera  and  Mr. 
Fore  were  among  about  40  religious 
leaders  invited  by  Universal  Pictures  to 
attend  a  July  13  screening  of  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ”  in  New  York. 

The  film  is  directed  by  Martin  Scor¬ 
sese  and  is  based  on  a  1951  novel  by 
Greek  author  Nikos  Kazantzakis. 

Universal  issued  a  statement  saying 
the  film  will  be  released  in  September. 

Amid  the  uproar  over  the  film,  the  Re¬ 
porter  has  attempted  to  determine  its 
contents. 

Alan  Sutton,  a  publicist  with  Universal 
in  California,  refused  to  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  the  film. 

Film’s  release  defended 

Instead,  Universal  sent  the  Reporter  a 
written  statement  that  defends  the  film’s 
production  and  distribution,  based  upon 
the  First  Amendment  right  of  freedom 
of  expression. 

The  Reporter  then  contacted  Ms.  Du¬ 
kovic,  Ms.  LaCamera  and  Mr.  Fore. 

Ms.  Dukovic,  a  Catholic,  said  she  found 
the  two-hour-and-40-minute  film  “extreme¬ 
ly  offensive  from  a  Christian  perspective.” 

She  said  the  film  has  prompted  Moral¬ 
ity  in  Media  to  call  for  a  boycott  for  the 
first  time  in  its  25-year  history. 

“Christ  is  portrayed  as  a  weak,  fear¬ 
ful,  apprehensive,  uncertain  person  who 
leans  on  Judas,  who  is  a  strong  person,” 
Ms.  Dukovic  told  the  Reporter. 

“This  is  not  my  Christ,”  she  added  em¬ 
phatically. 

Ms.  Dukovic,  whose  organization 
works  primarily  for  the  enforcement  of 
obscenity  laws,  said  the  film  contains 
“gratuitous  nudity  and  sex”  and  is  “shot 
through  with  blasphemy.” 

She  added,  however,  that  it  could  not 
be  considered  legally  obscene. 

The  film  opens,  she  explained,  with 
scenes  of  Christ  building  a  cross  and  de¬ 
livering  it  to  the  Romans  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  a  Zealot. 

Judas  berates  Jesus 

According  to  notes  Ms.  Dukovic  made 
following  the  film,  “Judas  enters  and  an¬ 
grily  berates  Jesus  for  making  crosses 
that  are  used  by  the  Romans  to  kill  Jews. 
As  they  talk,  Jesus  indicates  that  he  is 
struggling.  Judas  counters:  ‘I  struggle; 
you  collaborate.’  ” 

In  a  later  scene,  according  to  her 
notes,  “Jesus  is  in  the  desert  conversing 
with  an  unidentified  man.  Jesus  says, 
‘I’m  a  liar,  a  hypocrite,  I’m  afraid  of  ev¬ 
erything 

Ms.  Dukovic ’s  notes  continue  Jesus’ 
conversation:  “When  I  see  a  woman,  I 
want  her,  but  I  don’t  take  her— for  God. 
And  that  makes  me  proud  and  my  pride 
ruins  Magdalene.  I  don’t  steal,  I  don’t 
fight,  I  don’t  kill,  not  because  I  don’t 
want  to,  but  because  I’m  afraid  . . 

Her  notes  on  Jesus’  conversation  in 
this  scene  conclude:  “Do  you  want  to 
know  who  my  mother  and  father  are?  Do 
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you  want  to  know  who  my  God  is? 
They're  fear  . . .  Lucifer  is  inside  me.  He 
tells  me  that  I  am  not  a  man,  but  the  Son 
of  Man,  more  the  Son  of  God,  more  than 
that,  God.” 

Ms.  Dukovic  said  these  conversations 
and  the  visual  images  that  accompany 
them  concern  her  most,  she  told  the  Re¬ 
porter. 

“I  think  this  film  could  be  very  danger¬ 
ous  to  someone  who  is  struggling  in  the 
faith,”  she  said.  “Images  don’t  go  away. 
They’re  stored  and  they  come  back.” 

Boycott  idea  denounced 

Ms.  LaCamera  and  Mr.  Fore,  both  vet¬ 
eran  film  critics,  denounce  the  idea  of  boy¬ 
cotts  as  advocated  by  Ms.  Dukovic ’s  group 
and  others  but  agree  there  is  much  wrong 
with  “The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

Ms.  LaCamera  said  the  director,  Mr. 
Scorsese,  in  personally  introducing  the 
unfinished  film  at  its  New  York  screen¬ 
ing,  “told  us  it  was  ‘an  act  of  faith  and  a 
labor  of  love.’  I  don’t  think  he  meant  to 
make  fun  of  Christianity.” 

She  told  the  Reporter  she  didn’t  agree 
with  some  of  the  director’s  “artistic 
choices”  such  as  scenes  containing  nudity. 

Her  major  complaint  about  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ,”  she  added,  is  that 
the  film  fails  in  its  central  effort  to  show 
the  humanity  of  Jesus. 

“My  problem  is  that  even  though  the 
point  of  the  film  is  to  portray  Jesus  as  both 
human  and  divine,  I  found  the  Jesus  in  the 
film  to  be  remote.  The  Jesus  that  you  and  I 
know  is  infinitely  more  accessible.” 

'Not  a  great  film’ 

Mr.  Fore  said  “The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ”  is  “not  a  great  film.” 

“It’s  too  long,  it’s  ponderous,”  he  told 
the  Reporter.  “Its  value  is  in  causing 
people  to  assess  their  theological  view  of 
Jesus  as  God  and  man.” 

Although  Mr.  Fore  wouldn’t  label  the 
film  "offensive,”  he  said  there  are  many 
things  he  “didn’t  like”  about  the  film. 
Among  them: 

•  A  scene  in  which  Jesus  plucks  out  his 
heart  and  offers  it  to  the  disciples. 

•  The  depiction  of  the  Last  Supper,  in 
which  the  bread  and  wine  transform  into 
actual  blood  and  human  flesh. 

•  Frontal  female  nudity  in  the  scene  of 
Jesus’  baptism. 

•During  a  fantasy  sequence  that  oc¬ 
curs  while  Jesus  is  on  the  cross,  an  angel 
is  present  while  Jesus  and  Mary  Magda¬ 
lene,  having  been  married,  engage  in 
sex. 

While  Mr.  Fore  and  Ms.  LaCamera 
found  fault  with  “The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ,”  both  were  adamantly  opposed 
to  attempts  to  suppress  the  film. 

"Whether  people  see  this  film  is  en¬ 
tirely  up  to  them,”  Ms.  LaCamera  said. 
"It’s  not  responsible  for  people  who 
haven’t  seen  the  film  to  call  for  its  boy¬ 
cott.  People  should  have  the  chance  to 
see  the  film  if  they  want.  If  they  do  see 
it,  I  would  recommend  they  go  with 
friends  and  talk  about  it  afterward.” 

Fundamentalists  on  wrong  track 

Mr.  Fore  said,  “The  fundamentalists 
criticize  a  weak  portrayal  of  Jesus,  his 
lust,  and  the  film’s  nudity.  They’re  all  on 
the  wrong  track. 

“What’s  important  is  the  question:  Was 
Jesus  God  or  man  or  both?  The  dual  na¬ 
ture  of  Jesus  has  been  part  of  Christian 
theology  since  the  Council  of  Chalcedon 
in  451  A.D.  Why  should  one  part  of  the 
Christian  community  say  the  other  part 
shouldn’t  see  the  film? 

“Regardless  of  how  we  feel  about  the 
film,  it’s  a  mistake  to  buy  the  film  and 
burn  it,”  Mr.  Fore  insisted.  "Censorship’ 
is  no  answer.  Ideas  have  to  Joe  answered 
with  ideas.” 


Weekly 
^ Bible  study 
series  for 
youth  and 
young  adults  for 
”  morning  or  evening. 

Builds  solid  faith 
by  Bible  knowledge. 
Introductory  Kit/Cassette 
j  Teacher  s  Manual:  SI  5.00 
Box  77,  El  Pato,  AR  72045, 


A  New  Spirit 


F.  Willis  Vickery,  Pastor 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Huntsville.  Alabama 


“At  this  point  and  time  we  have  pledged  more 
than  $ 2,000,000  in  the  Capital  Stewardship  Cam¬ 
paign  .  .  .  Many  new  leaders  have  emerged  in  our 
church.  There  has  developed  an  excellent  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  understanding  among  those 
people  who  are  committed,  not  only  to  this  pro¬ 
gram,  but  to  the  future  of  Trinity  Church .” 

For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure,  “How  Churches 
Are  Raising  More  Money,"  contact  Cargill  Associates, 
4701  Altamesa  Boulevard,  Box  330339,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  76163-0339.  (817)  292-9374.  Call  toll  free 
1-800-433-2233. 

OS 

Cargill  associates 

Fund  Raising  Services 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Ken  Plummer’s  soul  may  go  to  heav¬ 
en,  but  his  heart  will  always  be  at  Camp 
David. 

Mr.  Plummer,  national  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Association  of  Lay 
Leaders,  was  still  a  boy  when  he  first 
came  to  love  the  Catoctin  Mountains 
near  Thurmont,  Md.  As  a  Boy  Scout  he 
spent  weekends  at  the  site,  then  known 
as  Camp  No.  3,  part  of  the  National  Park 
Service. 

In  adulthood,  as  a  general  contractor, 
he  won  Navy  construction  contracts  at 
the  presidential  retreat. 

Now  he’s  putting  his  devotion  for 
Camp  David  into  a  project  that  he  says 
will  testify  to  the  American  ideal  of  “one 
nation  under  God.” 

Mr.  Plummer,  a  member  of  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Chambers- 
burg,  Pa.,  and  a  trustee  of  Wesley  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C., 
heads  a  non-profit  organization,  Camp 
David  Chapel  Inc. 

He  created  the  organization  to  raise 
$750,000  to  $1  million  for  construction  of  a 
non-denominational  chapel  at  the  retreat. 

Serving  with  Mr.  Plummer  as  volunteer 
directors  are  Wayne  H.  Smithey  of  Bethes- 
da,  Md.;  Dr.  Arthur  L.  Peterson  of  St.  Pe¬ 
tersburg,  Fla.,  and  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Felton  E.  May  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Mr.  Plummer’s  idea  for  a  chapel  at 
Camp  David  came  nearly  25  years  ago  in 
the  midst  of  a  national  tragedy. 

Assassination  made  an  impact 

He  was  at  Camp  David  Nov.  22,  1963, 
when  President  John  F.  Kennedy  was  as¬ 
sassinated  in  Dallas.  Mr.  Plummer 
watched  a  television  replay  of  the  shoot¬ 
ing  while  at  the  camp. 

“I  thought  then  that  it  would  have  been 
better  if  we  had  had  somewhere  to  go,  a 
chapel  of  some  kind,”  Mr.  Plummer  told 
the  Associated  Press  earlier  this  year. 

His  dream  moved  toward  reality  July  2, 
when  an  informal  ground-breaking  for  the 
150-seat  chapel  was  held  at  Camp  David. 

President  and  Mrs.  Ronald  Reagan 
joined  Mr.  Plummer  in  turning  the  first 
shovels  of  earth  at  the  chapel  site,  about 
a  block  from  Aspen  Lodge,  the  presiden¬ 
tial  residence. 

The  chapel  will  be  for  the  use  of  the 
president,  his  family,  guests,  visiting 
leaders  and  Camp  David  personnel.  Wor¬ 
ship  will  be  conducted  by  visiting  mili¬ 
tary  chaplains. 

President  Reagan  gave  his  approval 
for  the  wood-and-glass  chapel  last  year. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  James  H.  Webb 
authorized  construction  on  Oct.  30, 1987. 
President  and  Mrs.  Reagan  gave  Mr. 


_  _  _ 
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CAMP  DAVID,  Md.— President  Reagan  turns  a  shovelful  of  earth  during  the  informal  groundbreaking  ceremo- 
ny  for  the  nondenominational  Camp  David  Chapel.  With  him  are  (from  left)  the  Rev.  James  Farmer;  Kenneth  H 
Plummer  Jr.;  Wayne  Smithey  and  Dr.  Arthur  Peterson,  directors,  and  Kenneth  H.  Plummer  Sr.,  president,  of 
Camp  David  Chape)  Inc.;  and  First  Lady  Nancy  Reagan. 


Plummer’s  group  one  of  its  first  contri¬ 
butions,  a  check  for  $1,000. 

Another  major  donation  has  come  in  the 
form  of  a  commitment  from  stained  glass 
artisan  Rudolph  Sandon,  of  New  York. 

Among  his  accomplishments,  Dr.  San¬ 
don  designed  the  massive  stained  glass 
windows  for  the  Masonic  Cathedral  in 
Alexandria,  Va. 

Dr.  Sandon  has  agreed  to  design,  fund 
and  supervise  construction  of  stained 
glass  windows  in  the  Camp  David  Cha¬ 
pel,  Mr.  Plummer  said. 

“Dr.  Sandon  is  of  Italian  descent,"  Mr. 
Plummer  explained.  “He  told  me, 
‘America  has  been  good  to  me,  and  I 
want  to  show  my  appreciation.’  ” 

Memorial  gifts  designated 

Designated  as  memorial  gifts  within 
the  $750,000-to-$l-million  budget  are  a 
pipe  organ,  a  flagstone  patio;  four  units 
for  the  nave,  the  narthex,  the  bell  tower, 
the  chancel,  entrance  walks,  landscap¬ 


ing,  a  meeting  room,  office  furnishings 
and  two-seat  pews. 

“We’re  trying  to  get  gifts  to  support  it 
from  a  broad  base,  so  it  really  will  be 
from  the  people,”  Mr.  Plummer  said. 

One  donation  with  considerable  histor¬ 
ic  significance  is  the  bell  from  the  USS 
Endicott,  which  will  serve  as  the  chapel’s 
bell,  Mr.  Plummer  noted. 

“When  I  asked  permission  to  build  the 
chapel,  I  said  the  one  thing  I  wanted 
from  the  Navy  was  a  bell,”  Mr.  Plum¬ 
mer  told  the  Reporter.  "The  Navy  muse¬ 
um  thought  the  bell  from  the  Endicott 
was  a  good  tie-in  to  President  Roosevelt, 
who  started  the  camp.” 

The  Endicott  was  launched  in  the  same 
month  in  1942  when  Camp  No.  3  became 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt’s  war¬ 
time  retreat,  which  he  called  Shangri-La. 

After  Mr.  Roosevelt’s  death  Un  1945, 
President  Harry  Truman  retained  the 
camp.  President  Dwight  D.  Efeenhower 
renamed  it  for  his  grandson,  David  Ei¬ 


senhower. 

President  Lyndon  B  Johnson  occasion¬ 
ally  worshipped  at  an  Episcopal  church 
in  nearby  Thurmont.  President  Jimmy 
Carter  used  the  Camp  David  movie  the¬ 
ater  as  a  makeshift  chapel  on  Sundays. 

The  theater  even  served  as  a  Moslem 
worship  site  when  the  late  Egyptian 
President  Anwar  Sadat  used  it  for  his 
daily  prayers.  Mr.  Sadat  visited  Camp 
David  at  President  Carter’s  invitation 
for  peace  negotiations  with  Israel's 
Prime  Minister  Menachem  Begin.  Their 
negotiations  ended  with  the  famous 
Camp  David  accords. 

But  no  matter  how  worship  has  been 
conducted  at  Camp  David,  the  lack  of  a 
permanent  worship  center  has  con¬ 
cerned  Ken  Plummer. 

If  contributions  come  in  as  he  hopes, 
the  chapel  is  (expected  to  be  completed 
by  Summer  idq9,  when  a  formal  dedica¬ 
tion  ceremony  will  be  held,  Mr.  Plum¬ 
mer  said. 


‘Sparkling  eyes  and  happy  smiles’ 

Camp  Aldersgate  provides  ‘extras’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— At  a  play¬ 
ground  in  Little  Rock,  one  can  witness 
the  “sparkling  eyes  and  happy  smiles  of 
children  at  play”— and  something  extra. 

One  child  who  swings  at  the  play¬ 
ground  has  cerebral  palsy.  A  girl  in  a 
wheelchair  is  eager  to  take  on  her 
friends  in  a  game  of  basketball. 

The  “sparkling  eyes  and  happy 
smiles”  describe  some  of  the  many  peo¬ 
ple  who  come  to  Camp  Aldersgate  Inc.,  a 
120-acre  facility  in  the  western  section 
of  Little  Rock. 

It  is  a  private,  non-profit,  social-ser¬ 
vice  agency  owned  by  the  Woman’s  Divi¬ 
sion  and  affiliated  with  the  National 
program  division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Camp  Aldersgate  was  founded  in  1946 
by  the  Little  Rock  Methodist  Council 
with  a  $25,000  grant  from  the  Women’s 
Division  of  Christian  Service  of  The 
Methodist  Church.  Today,  the  camp 
helps  people  throughout  Arkansas- 
young  and  old— from  all  economic,  so¬ 
cial  and  racial  backgrounds  who  are  iso¬ 
lated,  lonely  or  have  disabling 
conditions. 

Camp  Aldersgate  has  these  outreach 
programs: 

/  Summer  .medical  camps  for  chil¬ 
dren  with  disabling  conditions. 

/  Senior  citizens  programs,  address¬ 
ing  spiritual,  social  and  nutritional  needs 
of  the  elderly. 

/  Westside  Clinic  offering  free  health 
care  at  the  camp  each  Wednesday  from 
5:30-7:30  p.m. 

/Respite  care  every  Friday  through 
Sunday  afternoon  as  an  alternative  to  in¬ 
stitutional  care  for  the  disabled.  The  Re¬ 
spite  Care  Program  provides  a  weekend 
camping  experience  to  15*18  persons 
who  have  been  developmental^  disad¬ 
vantaged  or  have  a  disabling  condition. 

/  In-home  sitter  service  for  care  giv¬ 
ers  of  people  with  disabling  conditions. 

The  camp  is  unique  in  that  it  has  mod¬ 
ern  buildings,  including  a  multipurpose 
meeting  hall,  fully  equipped  infirmary, 
four  residential  cabins  and  a  new  Caring 
Center  for  abused  children. 

It  also  has  a  10-acre  lake,  Frisbee-golf 
course,  wheelchair-accessible  pool  and 
heated  pool  with  therapeutic  jetstreams. 

‘Med  Camp’  serves  special  group 

Julie  Wilke,  wife  of  Bishop  Richard  B. 
Wilke  (Arkansas  Area)  and  a  member  of 
the  camp’s  board  of  directors,  said  one  of 
the  most  inspirational  programs  of 
Camp  Aldersgate  is  the  summer  “Med 
Camps”  for  children. 

Nine  one-week  camping  sessions  are 
held  cooperatively  with  Med  Camps  of 
Arkansas  Inc.  and  approved  by  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  chapter  of  the  American  Acade¬ 
my  of  Pediatrics.  Since  1971  it  has 
provided  summer  camps  for  children 


prevented  by  medical  problems  or  physi¬ 
cal  impairments  from  attending  other 
resident  camps. 

“Children  participating  in  this  camp 
may  have  such  medical  problems  as  cystic 
fibrosis,  diabetes,  spina  bifida,  muscular 
dystrophy,  asthma,  cancer,  hemophilia, 
cerebral  palsy,  hearing  deficiencies  or  ar¬ 
thritis,”  Mrs.  Wilke  said.  “No  matter  what 
the  problem,  our  goal  is  to  help  each  child 
improve  his  or  her  lifestyle. 

“One  little  girl  we  called  ‘Miss  Bosley’ 
had  diabetes.  She  had  a  one-week  deadline 
to  learn  how  to  give  herself  her  own  shots 
because  her  mother  felt  she  couldn’t  do  it. 

"When  she  returned  home,  she  was 
able  to  give  herself  an  insulin  shot  with 
no  problem.  And  she  said,  ‘Mommy 
didn’t  even  know  I  could  do  that!’  ” 

Another  child  with  spina  bifida  could 
not  maneuver  very  well,  Mrs.  Wilke  said. 
But  he  learned  to  move  himself  from  the 
wheelchair  to  his  bed. 

“Now  he  calls  his  wheelchair  the  free¬ 
dom  machine'  because  it  gave  him  the 
freedom  that  he  had  never  had,"  she  said. 

A  young  girl  who  had  lost  one  leg  to 
cancer  and  all  her  hair  to  chemotherapy 
learned  that  bald  could  be  beautiful, 
Mrs.  Wilke  continued. 

And  with  a  little  encouragement,  she 
found  out  that  she  could  “climb  a  moun¬ 
tain”  and  do  just  about  anything  else  oth¬ 
er  children  could  do,  Mrs.  Wilke  said. 

Children  get  rewards 

“The  children  receive  little  medals  as 
rewards  for  accepting  their  medical  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  like  giving  themselves  dai¬ 
ly  insulin  shots  or  taking  their  therapy,” 
she  said.  “But  the  biggest  reward  is  that 
they  gain  self  esteem,  because  they  are 
hhmhh — 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Campers  young  and  old  are  greeted  by  the  sign  in 
front  of  the  gates  of  United  Methodist-related  Camp  Aldersgate.  The  120- 
acre  facility  is  known  for  its  “med-camp  program,”  offering  camping  expe¬ 
riences  to  youth  with  disabling  conditions. 


told  that  they  are  all  winners.” 

Mrs.  Wilke  added  that  another  Camp 
Aldersgate  special  program  is  the  Wood- 
lawn  Therapeutic  Children’s  Center, 
housed  in  the  camp’s  new  $500,000  Car¬ 
ing  Center  for  abused  children.  Children 
are  sent  there  by  courts  until  homes  are 
found  for  them. 

“We  have  volunteers  who  just  come 
every  day  to  sit  and  rock  the  children  be¬ 
cause  so  many  of  them  just  want  to  be 
held  and  loved,”  she  said. 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Blundell,  executive  di¬ 
rector  for  the  camp,  told  the  Reporter  that 
Camp  Aldersgate  is  not  only  fun  for  the 


campers  but  is  a  popular  place  for  teens 
who  want  experience  as  camp  leaders. 

“You’d  be  surprised  at  the  number  of 
young  people  who  ask  to  work  free  at 
Camp  Aldersgate,”  he  said.  "We  can’t  take 
them  all.  We  have  a  certain  selection  pro¬ 
cess  because  it  takes  a  very  special  indi¬ 
vidual  to  be  in  respite  care. 

“It’s  even  harder  because  many  of  the 
campers  are  close  to  the  volunteers’  age. 
Maybe  the  children  attending  the  camp 
can’t  clothe  themselves  or  feed  them¬ 
selves.  It  takes  a  special  young  person  to 
work  with  the  children  who  attend  this 
camp." 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.— Crystal  learns  names  of  flow¬ 
ers  when  United  Methodist  missionary  Helen  Wilson 
visits  Camp  Aldersgate.  The  UM-related  camp  pro¬ 
vides  camping  experiences  for  youth  with  disabling 
conditions. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTOS  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark. — Reginald  Day  (right)  volun¬ 
teers  every  weekend  to  assist  young  Jason  at  United 
Methodist  Camp  Aldersgate.  The  camp  is  affiliated 
with  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  Women’s  Division. 
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Korean- Americans  set  5 -year  major  growth  goals 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

“Our  goal  is  to  have  500  Korean-Amer- 
ican  United  Methodist  churches,  500  pas¬ 
tors  and  100,000  members  in  five  years,” 
says  the  Rev.  Eun  Choi  Cho. 

Mr.  Cho  is  chairman  of  the  National 
Association  of  Korean  American  United 
Methodist  Churches,  a  major  supporter 
of  the  new  United  Methodist  Korean  mis¬ 
sion  emphasis  (see  related  story.) 

But  he  says  the  Korean  mission  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  church’s  five  major  regions, 
getting  their  earliest  starts  in  the  West¬ 
ern,  South  Central  and  Northeastern  Ju¬ 
risdictions,  are  just  one  phase  of  a 
five-year  plan  to  build  up  Korean-Ameri- 
can  UMs,  spiritually  and  numerically. 

The  denomination  has  300  Korean 
churches  with  50,000  members. 


“To  achieve  the  goal  of  100,000  mem¬ 
bers  and  500  churches,  we  are  providing 
major  support  for  the  bilingual  Korean 
studies  program  at  the  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  at  Claremont,  [Calif.,]”  he  explained. 

“The  Korean  United  Methodist  caucus 
decided  last  year  on  the  plan,  and  it  is  sup¬ 
ported  by  the  member  churches  of  the 
caucus  through  several  special  programs.” 

$500  Club  raises  funds 

One  such  project  for  the  National  As¬ 
sociation  of  Korean-American  UMCs  is 
the  500  Club,  made  up  of  churches  and 
individuals  who  pay  $500  in  a  lump  sum 
or  $100  for  each  of  five  years.  That  mon¬ 
ey  is  earmarked  for  new  Korean-Ameri¬ 
can  United  Methodist  ministries. 

All  Korean  UM-congregations  and  their 


pastors  are  members  of  the  association. 

Mr.  Cho,  pastor  of  First  Korean  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Chicago,  said  that 
when  the  member  churches  pledged 
their  financial  support,  the  first  priority 
program  was  to  recruit  and  nurture  fu¬ 
ture  Korean-American  United  Methodist 
ministers.  The  Claremont  master  of  di¬ 
vinity  studies  program  was  developed 
and  21  students  were  enrolled  for  the 
1987-88  academic  year. 

“The  caucus  pledged  $57,500  for  four 
years  to  support  the  program  at  Clare¬ 
mont,”  he  said. 

The  second  priority  is  supporting  the 
Korean  mission  programs  in  the  West¬ 
ern,  South  Central  and  Northeastern  ju¬ 
risdictions. 

The  Rev.  Kil  Sang  Yoon,  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  for  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 


cation  and  Ministry’s  Division  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  said  the  Korean  studies  program 
was  started  because  Koreans  have  asked 
the  board  to  assist  them  in  training  Kore¬ 
an-American  UM  pastors  quickly. 

Mr.  Yoon  told  the  Reporter  that  these 
contributions  from  Korean  UM  congrega¬ 
tions  are  over  and  above  apportionments. 

“It  is  commendable  that  they  are 
somehow  working  together  to  reach  out 
to  Korean  communities  with  new  minis¬ 
tries,”  he  said. 

Evangelistic  program  fostered 

The  Rev.  A.  Sung  Park,  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  and  assistant  professor  of  theology 
and  Korean  studies  at  Claren\ont,  said 
the  money  from  the  association  should 
not  just  be  viewed  as  a  way  to  pioneer 


new  churches  but  also  as  a  way  of  foster¬ 
ing  a  new  theological  program  to  evan¬ 
gelize  for  the  Lord. 

“We  hope  to  contribute  to  the  growth 
of  the  general  church,  but  we  really  want 
to  contribute  to  the  salvation  of  the 
world,”  said  Dr.  Park. 

He  and  another  United  Methodist,  the 
Rev.  Chan-Hie  Kim,  have  primary  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Korean  studies  pro¬ 
gram  at  Claremont. 

During  the  first  year,  students  are 
taught  English  but  continue  in  bilingual 
classes.  In  the  second  year  of  seminary, 
students  participate  in  the  regular  mas¬ 
ter’s  program. 

Most  students  are  natives  of  Korea, 
but  Dr.  Park  said  last  year’s  class 
ranged  from  Korea-born  seminary  stu¬ 


dents  to  Korean-Americans  fresh  out  of 
undergraduate  school. 

Prophetic  pastors  intended 

“We  want  to  raise  good  prophetic  and 
Christian  pastors  who  can  deepen  our 
spirituality  vertically  and  horizontally. 
We  want  to  emphasize  evangelism  and 
social  action,”  he  said. 

“Korean  churches  are  very  evangeli¬ 
cal  and  also  very  social  gospel  oriented. 
We  want  to  bring  about  the  salvation  of 
the  world.  We  want  our  pastors  to  be 
aware  of  global  problems.” 

“We  hope  to  raise  and  nurture  this 
type  of  futuristic  ministers  . . .  because 
Korean  immigrants  are  wondering  about 
values  and  the  meaning  of  life  in  this  so¬ 
ciety.  We  want  to  help  them  to  see  their 
mission  and  role  in  the  United  States.” 


UMC’s  Western  region  Korean  ministry  hailed 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

SAN  DIEGO — United  Methodists  in 
one  region  last  month  made  what  was 
described  as  the  denomination’s  "most 
positive  statement  yet”  toward  Korean- 
American  United  Methodists. 

The  specific  action  was  approval  by  the 
Western  Jurisdiction  of  a  new  ministry 
with  Koreans — one  of  the  fastest-growing 
segments  of  American  churches. 

This  became  the  third  such  regional 
ministry  for  United  Methodists,  joining 
established  programs  in  the  Northeast¬ 
ern  and  South  Central  jurisdictions. 
Work  is  expected  to  begin  in  the  church’s 
two  other  regional  jurisdictions— North 
Central  and  Southeastern. 

The  Rev.  Kwangjin  Kim,  pastor  of  the 
Oakland  (Calif.)  Korean  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church,  in  the  Calif ornia-Nevada  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  has  been  appointed 
superintendent  of  the  new  ministry. 

A  service  of  inauguration  for  the  Kore¬ 


an  Mission  and  installation  of  Mr.  Kim  as 
its  superintendent  will  be  held  Oct.  9. 

Acceleration  anticipated 

Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell  (Los  Angeles  area), 
who  will  serve  as  admimstralorfor  the  Ko¬ 
rean  Mission,  said  the  new  program  will 
accelerate  congregational  development 
among  the  growing  Korean  immigrant 
communities.  The  Western  Jurisdiction  has 
60  Korean  UM  churches  chartered  and  20 
developing  congregations. 

The  mission  superintendent  will  inter¬ 
pret  United  Methodist  church  polity  and 
procedures  to  Korean-American  members, 
working  toward  a  full  and  orderly  transi¬ 
tion  of  Korean-American  mission  churches 
into  the  United  Methodist  structure. 

Bishop  Tuell  said  these  Korean  congre¬ 
gations  would  be  identified  as  mission  con¬ 
gregations  for  not  more  than  four  years. 

“No  apportionments  will  be  imposed 
on  any  congregation  until  it  is  char- 
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Bishop  makes  the  big  pitch 

PHILADELPHIA,  Pa.— More  than  2,500  United  Methodists  watched  as 
Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  threw  oat  the  first  ball  on  Methodist  Night  at  Vet¬ 
erans  Stadium.  Prior  to  the  recent  Phillies-Cubs  game  a  video  about  United 
Methodists  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  was  shown  to  fans,  and  a  youth  choir 
from  Janes  Memorial  UMC  sang  the  national  anthem.  The  event  was  also  a 
conference  fundraiser,  netting  $5020  in  ticket-sale  rebates  from  the  Phil¬ 
lies.  At  last  month’s  jurisdictional  conference,  Bishop  Skeete  was  reas¬ 
signed  from  the  Philadelphia  Area  to  the  Boston  Area,  effective  Sept.  1. 


tered,”  he  explained.  “When  the  congre¬ 
gation  is  chartered,  it  will  be  transferred 
to  an  annual  conference  where  it  is  geo¬ 
graphically  located.” 

A  mission  council  composed  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  each  episcopal  area  in 
the  Western  Jurisdiction;  members  of 
the  National  Committee  on  Korean 
American  Ministries;  a  director  and  staff 
person  from  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  National  Division  will  serve 
an  advisory  role  to  the  College  of  Bish¬ 
ops  regarding  policy  making,  personnel 
and  program  decision. 

The  budget  for  October  1988-June  1989 
is  $71,000. 

The  Rev.  Naomi  Southard,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Asian-American  United  Methodists,  said 
the  approval  of  the  third  jurisdictional 
Korean-American  United  Methodist  min¬ 
istry  has  been  “the  most  positive  state¬ 
ment  that  the  church  has  made  to 

SMU  president 
says  UM  schools 
not  too  costly 

By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS — Attending  a  United 
Methodist-related  college  doesn’t  cost  as 
much  as  many  people  think,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  Methodist  University 
said  recently. 

But  Dr.  A.  Kenneth  Pye  said  his  school 
“needs  to  do  a  better  job”  telling  about 
scholarships  and  other  financial  aid 
available  to  students. 

“Many  people  don’t  realize  that  finan¬ 
cial-aid  packages  can  make  the  cost  [at  a 
UM  college]  much  less  difficult  to  cov¬ 
er,”  Dr.  Pye  told  a  news  conference  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  South  Central 
Jurisdictional  Conference. 

With  those  financial  packages,  built 
around  federal  aid  guidelines,  students 
may  have  to  provide  as  little  as  $2,000  a 
year  for  college  costs,  he  said. 

The  jurisdiction  owns  the  university, 
and  the  jurisdictional  conference  elects 
the  board  of  directors  (see  UMR,  July  22). 

Dr.  Pye,  a  Roman  Catholic,  told  the 
news  conference  he  would  like  to  see 
each  United  Methodist  congregation  in 
the  eight-state  jurisdiction  play  the  same 
recruiting  role  for  UM  colleges  as  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  churches  play  for  Notre 
Dame  or  Georgetown  universities. 

That  would  be  possible,  Dr.  Pye  said,  if 
all  UM  pastors  would  tell  high  school 
sophomores  and  juniors  in  their  congre¬ 
gations  not  to  assume  they  couldn’t  af¬ 
ford  Southwestern  University  at  George¬ 
town,  Texs;  McMurry  College  at  Abilene, 
Texas;  SMU;  or  other  UM -related  schools. 

Dr.  Pye  saicTSMU  will  distribute  bro¬ 
chures  about  college  costs  and  financial 
aid  to  “ministers’  week”  participants  at 
SMU’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology  in 
February.  Those  continuing-education 
sessions  attract  ministers  from  across 
the  jurisdiction. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  |1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  2500-member  active  United  Methodist  Church 
in  central  Florida.  Must  have  choral/handbell  ex¬ 
perience  as  well  as  organ  abilities.  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion  coming  available  January  1989.  Send  resume 
to  Lee  Lallance.  Director  of  Music.  FUMC,  1126  E. 
Silver  Springs  Blvd..  Ocala.  FL  32670. 


WANTED:  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  for  Moore 
Community  House,  a  nonprofit  United  Methodist 
community  center  Current  programs  include  day 
care/child  development  services,  after-school  tutor¬ 
ing  and  enrichment,  adult  literacy,  summer  day 
camp,  housing  rehabilitation  project,  and  supportive 
social  services.  Contact  Patsy  Powell,  P.O.  Box  525, 
Biloxi.  MS  39533.  Phone  (601 )  388-4082  or  432-1277. 


YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Director. 
Immediate  opening,  full-time,  in  medium  size 
church  in  city  of  55,000  population.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble  Send  resume  to  SL  John  UMC,  2160  Gnffith 
Ave,  Owensboro,  KY  42301.  (502)  683-6326. 


DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES  AND  Pro¬ 
grams.  2,200-member  growing  church  on  southeast 
Florida  coast.  Full-time  position.  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional  and  leadership  skills  needed.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Negotiable  salary/ benefit  package.  Send 
resume  to  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  9625 
N.  Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION/Youth 
Ministries  for  900-member  congregation  in  beauti¬ 
ful  northwest  Florida  community  near  coast.  Direc¬ 
tor  will  supervise  educational  program  with  special 
emphasis  on  youth  ministries.  Person  should  pos¬ 
sess  strong  leadership  skills,  relate  well  with  peo¬ 
ple,  have  strong  spiritual  attributes  and  enthusiasm 
with  vision.  Salary  beginning  $20,000,  determined 
by  training  and  experience.  MCE  and  certification 
by  UMC  preferred.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
The  Rev  Edwin  R.  Sells,  P.O.  Box  1503,  Marianna, 
FL  32446  Telephone  (904)  482-4502. 


A  BEAUTIFUL,  SMALL  CENTRAL  TEXAS  com¬ 
munity  United  Methodist  Church  of  approximately 
300  members  is  seeking  youth  director.  Musical 
ability  is  desired  but  not  required.  If  interested, 
contact:  Rev  John  Reynolds,  Box  487,  San  Saba, 
TX  76877  Phone:  (915)  372-3120.  Deadline:  August 
15th. 


ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  NEEDED  for  growing 
church.  Direct  assimulation  program,  youth  work, 
etc  Call  (317)  882-1549  Send  resume:  Christ  UMC. 
8540  US  31  South.  Indianapolis,  IN  46227 


MINISTER/DIRECTOR  OF  DISCIPLESHIP  for 
large  (2,700  +  )  suburban  church.  Duties  include  su¬ 
pervision  of  an  active  single  adult  program  and 
care  ministries.  Administrative  and  counseling 
skills  desired.  Contact  Argus  Hamilton,  Senior 
Minister,  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  Church, 
2717  West  Hefner  Road,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 


CHILD  CARE  WORKER.  METHODIST  HOME 
Waco,  Texas  seeking  single  male/female  and  hus¬ 
band/wife  with  no  dependents  to  provide  supervi¬ 
sion  to  children  13/17  years  old.  Teach  daily  living 
skills/supervise  home  activities.  Live-in  position 
while  on  duty.  Eight  days  on  duty,  four  days  off 
schedule.  Good  driving  record  required.  Benefits  in¬ 
clude  four  weeks  vacation.  Apply  Methodist  Home, 
1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  TX  76708.  (817)  753-0181. 


DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRY  needed  for 
950-member  congregation  with  dynamic  music 
program  for  all  ages  in  beautiful  Rio  Grand  Valley 
of  Texas.  Salary  and  benefits  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  beginning  date  of  employment  with 
three  professional  references  to:  Rev.  Keith  Wyatt, 
St  Mark  United  Methodist  Church,  301  W.  Pecan, 
McAllen,  TX  78501. 


POSITION  OPEN  AS  MINISTER  OF  Evangelism 
and  Visitation  with  coverage  of  home  fellowship 
groups  at  large  downtown  church  in  the  heart  of 
Tampa,  Florida.  Strong  growth  potential  with  con¬ 
gregational  support.  Contact  Dr.  Richard  W. 
Rohrer,  500  W.  Platt  St..  Tampa,  FL  33606.  Phone: 
(813)  253-5388 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR-RED  BIRD  MISSION. 
Solid  administrative  experience  required.  Educa¬ 
tion,  business,  or  social  services  background  help¬ 
ful.  Inquiries  to  Ernest  Slusher,  HC69  Box  700, 
Beverly.  KY  40913. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus¬ 
tin,  TX  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep¬ 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels.  Coordina 
tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit 
tee,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767. 


WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY  for 
dynamic  youth  program  in  1000-member  church  in 
heart  of  East  Texas  lakes.  Salary  $21,500.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to:  Rev.  John  Birkelbach.  P.O.  Box  127.  Jasper. 
Texas  75951.  


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking 
to  employ  Director  of  Christian  Education  with 
emphasis  on  Sunday  school  growth  and  adult  work. 
Appropriate  experience,  education,  gifts  and 
graces  necessary.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact  Rev. 
Clint  Purtell  (918)  336-3361  or  336-8155,  P.O.  Box 
1136,  Bartlesville,  OK  74005. 


"MEN  ALIVE”-  NEW  IDEA  HANDBOOK  for 
United  Methodist  Men,  just  published  by  Disciple- 
ship  Resources.  Contains  hundreds  of  fresh  ideas 
for  men’s  groups  (and  churches)  around  “S.O.S.”- 
spiritual,  outreach,  social.  Also  available  from 
compiler  Larry  Eisenberg,  1218  S.  Winston,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112  at  $6.95,  two  for  $12.00,  postpaid,  if 
check  sent. 


UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 
proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 
Catalog  $1.  Nancy  Designs,  424-R  East  Sixth,  Blue 
Earth,  MN  56013. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH. 
Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free 
service  to  churches.  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service,  Dept.  18,  PO  Box  36,  Huntington, 
WV  25706-0036. 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations.  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358.  i  


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street.  San  Francis- 
co,  CA  94109  (415)  673-8768. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  4  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786  (704)  627-6067, 627-9507 


TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROG  RAMS- $49.95.  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release. 
For  more  information  write:  Stewardship  Systems, 
P.O.  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75053. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Lay 
Ministries.  Growing  evangelical  church  with  1200 
members  seeking  individual  to  direct  Sunday  School 
programs  and  provide  direction  to  lay  ministries  De¬ 
gree  in  Christian  education  or  comparable  experience 
required.  Send  resume  to:  James  Williams,  Lake 
Shore  UMC.  2246  Blanding  Blvd.,  Jacksonville,  FL 
32210. 


Korean-American  United  Methodists.” 

How  can  structure  keep  up? 

“The  main  concern  for  Korean  United 
Methodist  churches  in  the  U.S.  is  how  to 
encourage  the  church  structure  to  keep 
up  with  their  growth,  not  learning  how  to 
grow,”  she  said. 

“Our  United  Methodist  structure  has 
tended  to  slow  down  growth  in  Korean 
churches.  But  appointing  mission  personnel 
like  Rev.  Kim  who  have  roles  similar  to 
district  superintendents  has  been  the  most 
important  link  between  new  Korean  minis¬ 
tries  and  the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

Ms.  Southard  told  the  Reporter  the 
mission  superintendent  can  watch  over 
the  Korean  United  Methodist  Churches 
and  work  through  language  barriers  in 
ways  most  district  superintendents  have 
not  been  able  to  do. 

“All  the  jurisdictions  need  to  be  con¬ 
sidering  this  kind  of  program.”  she  said. 


Goals  termed  ‘ realistic 9 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

How  realistic  is  the  Korean-American  United  Methodist  goal  of  “500 
churches  and  100,000  members’'  by  the  end  of  this  century? 

“Very  realistic,’’  says  the  Rev.  Choonsoo  Chung,  consultant  for  Korean 
Ministries  at  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“Statistics  show  that  32,000  Korean  people  immigrate  to  this  country  every 
year.  It  is  reported  that  half  of  those  people  are  Christian.  The  Methodist 
Church  in  Korea  is  the  second  largest  Protestant  denomination  in  that  country, 
and  most  people  coming  here  are  already  trained  as  Methodists. 

“Statistics  also  show  that  20,000  children  are  born  to  Korean-American 
parents  in  this  country  every  year.  So  if  we  add  those  to  the  approximately 
16,000  immigrating  Christians,  we  are  aiming  at  about  10  percent  of  all  those 
Korean  Christians. 

“Yes,  this  figure  of  having  100,000  Korean-American  United  Methodists  can 
be  easily  reached.” 

Mr.  Chung  says  there  are  50,000  Korean-American  United  Methodists  in  300 
churches  served  by  some  330  ministers.  An  additional  37  Koreans  are  serving 
Caucasian  churches  as  either  senior  or  associate  pastors. 

“We  have  more  than  100  Korean  students  in  the  13  theological  seminaries 
related  to  the  denomination.  The  Korean  studies  program  [at  the  School  of 
Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif.]  will  increase  those  figures  very  quickly  in  the 
next  four  years,”  he  said. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


the  church  today 


Missionary  group  asks 
staff  head’s  return 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  group  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  is  asking  directors  of  the  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  to  renominate  Peg¬ 
gy  Billings  as  staff  head  of  the  board’s 
World  Division. 

In  a  petition  being  sent  to  the  board  of 
directors,  the  board’s  chief  executive, 
Randolph  Nugent,  and  other  World  Divi¬ 
sion  missionaries,  the  group  also  protests 
the  way  in  which  the  personnel  matter 
was  handled. 

At  the  board’s  spring  meeting,  the  per¬ 
sonnel  and  nominations  committee  de¬ 
cided,  in  a  closed-door  session,  not  to 
renominate  Ms.  Billings  and  the  Rev. 
John  A.  Murdock,  deputy  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  Department. 

The  action  concerning  Ms.  Billings  and 
Mr.  Murdock  was  never  officially  report¬ 
ed.  Instead,  a  statement  about  refining 
personnel  procedures  was  issued  by  the 
directors. 

UMC  agency  sets  up  department 
for  communications  education 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  department 
has  been  established  within  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  to  usher  in  what 
the  agency’s  chief  executive  calls  “a  new 
era  of  communications  education  for  the 
church.” 

“The  success  of  our  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 


media  campaign  and  television  program 
has  increased  the  awareness  of  our 
church  that  we  can  and  should  have  visi¬ 
bility  in  the  media  to  undergird  our 
evangelistic  efforts  and  to  witness  for 
Jesus  Christ,”  said  Roger  L.  Burgess, 
UMCom  General  Secretary. 

He  announced  that  Shirley  Whipple 
Struchen,  a  UMCom  staff  member  from 
New  York,  is  moving  to  Nashvilje  -to  di¬ 
rect  a  new  office  of  Conference  Services 
and  Communication  Education.  She  will 
coordinate  the  work  of  one  field  staff 
member  in  each  of  the  church’s  five  U.S. 
jurisdictions. 

While  their  work  will  continue  to  focus 
significantly  on  the  promotion  and  inter¬ 
pretation  of  church  programs  and  funds, 
Ms.  Struchen  said  they  will  relate  to  the 
concerns  of  all  three  UMCom  divisions, 
including  Public  Media  and  Production 
and  Distribution.  UMCom’s  TV/r  (Tele¬ 
vision/Telecommunications)  Office  will 
be  closed. 

Global  Ministries  backs 
Israeli  prison  camp  inspection 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  is 
co-sponsoring  an  investigation  of  the 
"Ansar  IH”  prison  camp  in  Israel. 

According  to  Mary  Sue  Robinson,  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretary  of  the  board’s  Africa, 
Europe  and  Middle  East  office,  the  in¬ 


vestigation  is  being  organized  and  fund¬ 
ed  by  the  American-Arab  Anti-Discrimi¬ 
nation  Committee. 

The  committee  maintains  that  Pales¬ 
tinian  prisoners  in  the  camp  live  under 
very  harsh  conditions,  are  sometimes 
tortured  and  not  given  internationally 
guaranteed  rights. 

The  delegation  leaves  on  its  10-day 
trip  the  first1  Week  of  August  and  will  in¬ 
clude  American  lawyers  and  doctors  to 
assess  the  prisoners’  medical  and  legal 
conditions. 

World  Prayer  Fellowship 
plans  Fall  gathering 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMR)— 
The  International  Prayer  Fellowship, 
formed  in  1966  with  participation  by 
such  leading  world  Methodists  as  the  late 
Harry  Denman  and  the  late  Dr.  Helen 
Kim,  has  scheduled  its  1988  annual  ses¬ 
sion  for  Oct.  14-16  at  Lake  Junaluska. 

The  Fellowship  seeks  to  strengthen  the 
prayer  life  of  Christian  believers  and  to 
promote  organization  of  small  Interna¬ 
tional  Prayer  Fellowship  groups  or 
“partners”  in  churches,  schools  and 
homes  throughout  the  world. 

The  1988  speaker  will  be  retired  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Bishop  James  K.  Mathews. 
More  information  is  available  from  Al- 
lene  Irwin,  P.  O.  Box  1236,  Lake  Juna¬ 
luska,  N.C.  28745. 


Hunger  response  follows  1-2-3  steps 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

“Jesus  said,  ‘Make  the  people  sit 
down.'  Now  there  was  much  grass  in  the 
place;  so  the  men  sat  down,  in  number 
about  five  thousand. 

Jesus  then  took  the  loaves,  and  when 
he  had  given  thanks,  he  distributed  them 
to  those  who  were  seated;  so  also  the 
fish,  as  much  as  they  wanted. 

And  when  they  had  eaten  their  fQl,  he 
told  his  disciples,  ‘Gather  up  the  frag¬ 
ments  left  over,  that  nothing  may  be 
lost.’  ” 

—John  6:10-12  RSV 

Jesus  demonstrated  to  his  disciples 
that  they  must  feed  the  people,  "...  as 
much  as  they  wanted.” 

Then  he  told  them  to  continue  to  feed 
those  who  experience  hunger. 

As  disciples  of  Christ,  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  also  challenged  to  feed  the 
hungry.  Statistics  in  a  report  by  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries  indicate 
that  “every  60  seconds,  21  children  and 
seven  adults  die  of  hunger.” 

To  alleviate  the  problem  of  hunger, 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief  has  proposed  a  program  for  local 
churches  called  the  ‘1-2-3  Hunger  Chal¬ 
lenge.” 

In  the  hunger  challenge,  each  United 
Methodist  Church  will  be  asked  to  make 
commitments  to  help  end  hunger 
through: 

Second-mile  giving  to  the  World  Hun¬ 
ger/Poverty  Advance  Special; 

Involvement  in  advocacy  programs 
that  seek  to  end  the  root  causes  of  hun¬ 
ger,  such  as  Bread  for  the  World  and 
IMPACT;  and 

Support  through  prayer,  personal 
study  and  direct  giving  to  three  hunger- 
related  Advance  projects  (two  related  to 
UMCOR  and  one  related  to  the  Global 
Ministries  board’s  National  Division). 

UMCOR  officials  say  full  participation 
by  local  churches  in  the  Hunger  Chal¬ 
lenge  would  triple  the  amount  of  re¬ 
sources  available  in  Christ’s  name  to 
reach  out  to  people  around  the  world. 


The  brochure  for  this  new  program 
says,  "In  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ,  help 
bring  about  a  nation  and  a  world  where 
no  one  suffers  from  hunger  or  malnutri¬ 
tion.  Enable  a  time  where,  in  the  words 
of  the  gospel,  ‘they  all  had  as  much  as 
they  wanted.’  ” 


Further  information  on  the  "1-2-3  Hun¬ 
ger  Challenge”  is  available  from  annual 
conference  UMCOR  representatives. 

Gifts  to  support  UMCOR’s  World  Hun¬ 
ger/Poverty  Advance  project  may  be 
sent  via  the  conference  treasurer  and 
designated  for  Advance  No.  982920-4. 


WORLD  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES  PHOTO  BY  PETER  WILLIAMS 


TANZANIA— In  the  Mwaweja  village,  Shinyanga  district,  a  woman,  re¬ 
duced  to  foraging  for  food,  shows  the  grasshoppers  she  has  caught  to  feed 
her  family  of  five.  Gifts  to  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief’s 
World  Hunger/Poverty  Advance  project  provide  on  ongoing  opportunity  to 
respond  to  hunger  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the  world. 
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i  almnu  11  OVER  Rev.  Bill  Willis  leads  a  small  group  session,  where  H 
vest  of  Hope  participants  discussed  the  problems  of  World  Hunger. 


Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  to  host  third  annual  music  workshop 

On  Friday  evening  Sept.  9,  and  Satur-  in  music  education  and  choral  conduct-  Wavno  -  --  A 


i  Friday  evening  Sept.  9,  and  Satur¬ 
day  evening  Sept.  10,  the  Music  Ministry 
of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  will  sponsor  its  third  an¬ 
nual  Church  Music  Workshop.  The  work¬ 
shop  will  be  for  both  directors  and  choir 
members  and  will  focus  on  music  and 
techniques  for  adults,  youth  and  chil¬ 
dren.  There  will  also  be  a  mini-workshop 
on  liturgical  dance. 

The  principal  clinician  for  this  year’s 
workshop  will  be  Rosemary  Heffley. 
Heffley  is  one  of  the  outstanding  choral 
conductors  in  the  United  States  today. 
She  has  directed  excellent  public  school 
music  programs  throughout  Texas  and 
has  served  on  the  faculty  of  Perkins 
Seminary,  SMU  in  Dallas.  Presently  Hef¬ 
fley  is  conductor  of  the  Mesquite  Civic 
Chorus,  one  of  the  finest  civic  choral 
groups  in  the  country.  She  holds  degrees 


in  music  education  and  choral  conduct¬ 
ing  from  the  University  of  North  Texas 
and  Southern  Methodist  University. 

Heffley  is  a  highly  respected  and  much 
sought  after  clinician  and  choral  conduc¬ 
tor.  For  the  workshop,  she  will  be  dem¬ 
onstrating  rehearsal  techniques  and  will 
also  be  sharing  her  philosophy  and  expe¬ 
rience  acquired  in  her  many  years  of 
musical  endeavor. 

Also  participating  in  the  workshop  will 
be  Rosalie  Branigan,  who  will  be  leading 
a  mini-workshop  on  liturgical  dance. 
Branigan  is  at  present  a  member  of  Al- 
dersgate  UMC  in  Slidell  and  is  director 
of  the  dance  group  at  the  church.  She  is 
actively  sought  as  a  clinician  and  work¬ 
shop  leader  nationwide  and  has  led 
dance  groups  in  England,  Europe  and 
Canada. 

Leading  other  mini-workshops  will  be 


Wayne  Millet,  Director  of  Music  at 
•Broadmoor,  on  organizing  and  maintain¬ 
ing  youth  choir  programs  and  Dona  Lust¬ 
ed,  Music  Associate  at  Broadmoor  in  the 
area  of  children’s  music  ministry. 

Also  represented  at  the  workshop  will 
be  Watson  Music  of  New  Orleans,  Schul- 
merich  Handbells,  Choristers  Guild  and 
Creator  Magazine. 

The  registration  fee  for  the  workshop 
will  be  $20  per  participant.  This  will  in¬ 
clude  the  noon  meal  on  Saturday  and  a 
packet  of  music  which  will  be  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  general  sessions.  Sightreading 
packets  may  be  purchased  for  an  addi¬ 
tional  fee.  All  registration  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  by  Monday,  September  5. 

For  further  information  contact 
Wayne  Millet  at  (504)  924-6269.  Checks 
should  be  made  payable  to  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  and  marked  for 


the  Music  Workshop. 

The  workshop  will  be  beneficial  to  all 
those  who  attend,  whether  choir  mem¬ 


bers  or  directors;  whether  from  a  small 
church  or  a  large  one.  Please  make  plans 
to  attend  and  bring  your  choir! 


TALENTED  CLINICIAN  -  Rose¬ 
mary  Heffley,  well-known  choral  con¬ 
ductor,  will  be  the  principal  clinician  at 
the  Third  Annual  Music  Workshop  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 


Please  return  this  form  along  with  $20  per  participant  to:  CHURCH  MUSIC 
WORKSHOP,  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Attention  Linda  Kersey, 
10230  Mollylea  Drive,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815. 
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DIRECTOR 
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Rev.  Squyres  gives  large  gift  to  Foundation 


J 


SPECIAL  GIFT  -  Dr.  Rex  Squyres, 
retired  United  Methodist  pastor,  and  his 
wife  Bertha  have  recently  donated  $100 
thousand  to  the  United  Methodist  Foun¬ 
dation. 


Announcement  has  been  made  during 
United  Methodist  Foundation  month  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference  of  a  gift  to  the 
Foundation  that  is  singular  in  its  13-year 
history.  Last  month  Dr.  Rex  Squyres,  a 
retired  minister  of  the  Conference,  and 
his  wife  Bertha  donated  the  sum  of 
$100,000  to  the  Foundation  to  establish 
the  Squyres  Rural  Fellowship  Fund.  No 
minister  of  our  Conference  has  done 
something  of  this  magnitude  before,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Dr.  J.  J.  Caraway,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Foundation. 

In  his  testimony  Dr.  Squyres  chal¬ 
lenged  other  ministers:  “If  I  had  any¬ 
thing  to  say  to  the  Methodist  preacher  it 
is,  ‘O  ye  of  little  faith,’  because  so  many 
Methodist  people  never  turn  anything 
back  to  the  Methodist  church.  They  are 
always  waiting  to  get  something  and  not 
anxious  to  put  anything  back.  I  feel  that 


everything  that  I  have  and  everything 
that  I  was,  was  a  product  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  I  never  got  a  large  salary.  I 
always  went  wherever  I  was  sent  and  al¬ 
ways  did  what  I  was  told  to  do.  I  served 
on  a  number  of  boards  and  agencies  and 
always  had  as  much  to  do  as  I  could  do. 
We  have  enjoyed  all  the  blessings  that 
the  Methodist  church  has  brought.  We 
are  giving  this  for  a  need.  We  feel  that 
since  we  gave  all  of  our  life  to  the  rural 
church  that  whatever  the  rural  church 
and  the  Methodist  church  has  made  pos¬ 
sible  I  want  to  give  it  back.” 

The  interest  from  the  investment  of 
this  fund  will  go  to  the  Squyres  for  their 
lifetime  and  to  their  children  for  20 
years  after  their  death.  Dr.  Caraway 
said.  From  the  current  income  during  his 
lifetime,  Dr.  Squyres  plans  to  begin  fund¬ 
ing  his  dream  of  an  annual  retreat  for 
rural  pastors.  The  first  event  will  be  at 


the  Lake  Charles  District  Camp  in  the 
spring  of  1989.  This  will  be  a  continuing 
education  program  for  rural  ministers. 

Dr.  Squyres  served  for  15  years  as  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Secretary  of  Non-Metropolitan 
Ministries,  was  elected  as  a  delegate  to 
Jurisdictional  Conference  in  1968,  served 
on  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Board  of  Missions,  and  played  a 
major  part  in  the  merger  of  Conferences 
A  and  B.  After  41  years  of  service  as  a 
Methodist  minister,  Dr.  Squyres  formal¬ 
ly  retired  15  years  ago,  but  he  has  contin¬ 
ued  to  serve  in  ministry  to  this  day. 

In  addition  to  their  own  six  children, 
the  Squyres  raised  four  foster  children  to 
adulthood,  plus  others  whom  they  had  for 
short  periods  of  time,  according  to  Mrs. 
Squyres.  The  Squyres  have  established  a 
home  near  Kinder,  Louisiana  and  recent¬ 
ly  celebrated  60  years  of  marriage. 


CABBAGE  PATCH  KIDS  —  This  group  spent  an  entire  week  gleaning  fields  near  Mer  Rouge  for  the  Harvest  of  Hope  project. 
Besides  this  truck  load  of  cabbage  they  are  pictured  with,  they  also  gleaned  cucumbers,  corn  and  potatoes,  which  all  totaled 
came  to  19.7  tons  of  food  for  those  who  need  it. 


in  Harvest  of  Hope  Project 


States?  This  question  and  other  many- 
faceted  aspects  of  hunger  were  ad¬ 
dressed  in  small-group  sessions  of 
Hunger  in  the  U.S.,  Global  Hunger,  The 
Bible  and  Hunger,  Hunger  and  Global  Se¬ 
curity,  and  Lifestyle  and  Nutrition.  In 
the  evenings,  combined  group  sessions 
and  worship  were  held. 

On  Wednesday,  the  participants  trav¬ 
eled  to  Monroe  and  West  Monroe  to  visit 
and  work  at  several  institutions  where 
food  is  distributed. 

Even  though  the  week  was  intensive, 
good  fellowship  permeated  the  entire 
event,  and  there  was  free  time  for  re¬ 
creation  and  relaxation.  Also,  as  an  add¬ 
ed  treat,  delicious  noon  meals  were 
enjoyed  at  Memorial  UMC  Bastrop,  Mer 
Rouge  UMC,  First  UMC  Bastrop,  and 
Oak  Grove  UMC. 

The  event  was  coordinated  by  the  Rev. 
Bill  Willis  and  assistant  Phyllis  Taylor. 
Liaison  with  the  farmers  was  carried  out 
by  Rev.  George  Sherman.  Other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  design  team  were  (youth) 
Keith  Green,  Jimmy  Hale,  Leslie  Har¬ 
vey,  Sandy  Jones,  Lane  Randall,  Shannon 
Stromberg;  (adults)  Jim  Moore,  Rev. 
Jack  Phelps,  Nancy  Rethard  and  Judy 
Willis. 

In  the  future,  greater  effort  will  be 
made  to  encourage  other  denominations 
to  become  involved.  For  this  event,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  representation  in¬ 
cluded  St.  Stephen’s  UMC,  Bossier;  First 
UMC,  Columbia;  Cornerstone  UMC,  New 
Orleans;  First  UMC,  Haynesville;  Jack- 
son  UMC,  Jackson;  Ethel  UMC,  Ethel; 
Methodist  Children’s  Home,  Ruston; 
First  UMC,  Lea  Joyner  UMC  and  St. 
Paul’s  UMC,  Monroe;  First  UMC,  Sicily 
Island  and  First  UMC  Tallulah.  The  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew,  Big  Island,  Virginia, 
was  represented  by  Rev.  Jeff  Allen,  Har¬ 
vest  of  Hope  Director  and  Lisa  Usry, 
Gleaning  Network  Coordinator. 

Harvest  of  Hope!  A  great  experience! 
Try  it  next  year!  - 


POTATO  DIGGER  —  Janet  Johnson  is  digging  in  the  fields  and  coming  up  with 
potatoes  that  otherwise  would  have  been  wasted  to  contribute  to  the  Harvest  of 
Hope  project  to  help  feed^the  hungry. 


THE  GANG’S  ALL  HERE  —  This  group  worked  all  week  long  gleaning  the  fields 
near  Mer  Rouge.  There  were  a  total  of  45  participants. 


:  7?  Utl 

A  NEW  LOOK  —  These  three  were  the  winners  of  the  “Weird  Potato”  Conte 
They  are  from  I.  to  r.,  Teisha  Mitchell,  Norman  Wells  and  Phyllis  Taylor. 


Louisiana  Methodists  work 


By  JIM  MOORE 

What’s  for  supper?  Although  the  June 
26- July  2  Louisiana  Harvest  of  Hope  was 
not  designed  to  answer  this  specific  ques¬ 
tion,  it  did  increase  participants’  aware¬ 
ness  that  for  a  large  segment  of  the 
world’s  population,  the  question  would 
serve  only  as  a  cruel  reminder  that  there 
is  never  enough  to  eat. 

Harvest  of  Hope,  a  project  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety  of  St.  Andrew,  is  a  gleaning/study  ex¬ 
perience  for  high  school  youth  and 
adults.  For  the  first  of  two  events  being 
held  in  Louisiana  this  year,  45  enthusias¬ 


tic  participants  from  across  the  state 
met  at  Christian  Life  Fellowship  near 
Mer  Rouge  to  glean  produce  that  would 
have  otherwise  been  wasted  in  the  fields, 
to  discuss  some  of  the  complex  issues  re¬ 
lated  to  world  and  domestic  hunger,  and 
to  seek  ways  each  of  us  can  be  effective 
in  working  toward  the  elimination  of 
hunger. 

After  rising  at  5  a.m.  for  breakfast  and 
worship,  the  gleaners  were  off  to  the 
fields  in  a  bus  provided  by  Lea  Joyner 
UMC,  Monroe.  Then,  heat,  dirt  and  sweat 
blended  together  as  we  experienced  a 


taste  of  what  farmers  and  migrant  work¬ 
ers  routinely  go  through.  In  spite  of  the 
drought,  and  with  the  cooperation  of 
farmers  Johnny  Kovac,  Robert  Gladney, 
Jim  Sowell  and  Lindy  Lingo,  39,400 
pounds  (19.7  tons)  of  corn,  potatoes,  cu¬ 
cumbers  and  cabbage  were  gleaned  and 
sent  to  such  institutions  as  the  Salvation 
Army,  Methodist  and  Baptist  Children’s 
Homes,  Youth  House  1  and  2,  Mercy  Min¬ 
istries,  Council  on  Aging  and  Christian 
Community  Ministries. 

Why  are  so  many  people  hungry,  even 
in  our  “land  of  plenty,”  the  United 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  recently  cele¬ 
brated  their  118th  Anniversary  during 
both  worship  services  on  July  24.  The 
pastor  at  the  church,  Rev.  Leslie  P. 
Norris  preached  the  anniversary  ser¬ 
mon  and  Dr.  Alfred  L.  Norris,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Gammon  Theological 
Seminary  brought  the  second  mes¬ 
sage. 

The  Elementary  V-VI  Campers  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre  were  chal¬ 
lenged  to  forego  a  Coke  and  give  the 
amount  of  50  cents  per  camper  for 
ministries  to  children.  These  contri¬ 
butions  were  to  be  matched  by  a  do¬ 
nor.  There  were  111  campers  and 
their  collection  was  $66,  matched  to 
make  $132.  This  total  was  divided 
equally  to  send  to  the  Methodist 


Home  of  New  Orleans,  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  and  MacDonell  Unit¬ 
ed  Children’s  Services,  Inc.,  all  of 
which  received  $44. 

Beech  Grove  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Clinton  held  their  Men’s 
Day  Program  on  July  10.  The  presi¬ 
dent  is  John  Wilson  and  Alfred  D. 
Douglas  was  the  chairperson  for  the 
event.  The  theme  was  “You  are  in 
Good  Hands  if  you  are  in  God’s 
Hands.”  The  program  was  very  inspi¬ 
rational  and  everyone  present  en¬ 
joyed  the  event.  Rev.  Gerard 
Robinson  was  the  guest  speaker.  Oth¬ 
er  events  taking  place  at  Beech  Grove 
are  Bible  School  which  just  ended  and 
the  Homecoming  Celebration,  to  be 
held  August  1  at  1:30  p.m.  The  pastor 
at  Beech  Grove  is  Rev.  E.  L.  Berry. 
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Plan  shows  vision,  commitment 


Any  trend  that  defies  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  21-year  membership  decline  mer¬ 
its  notice. 

Plans  being  carried  out  by  the  unoffi¬ 
cial  caucus  of  Korean  United  Methodists 
fit  that  category  (see  UMR,  Aug.  5). 

“Our  goal  is  to  have  500  Korean-Amer- 
ican  United  Methodist  churches,  500  Ko- 
rean-American  pastors  and  100,000 
Korean-American  members  in  five 
years,”  according  to  the  group’s  chair¬ 
man,  the  Rev.  Eun  Choi  Cho. 

A  specialist  in  ministries  to  the  grow¬ 
ing  U.S.  Korean  population,  the  Rev. 
Choonsoo  Chung,  says  this  ambitious 
plan  to  double  the  number  of  Korean- 
American  UMs  is  “very  realistic”  based 
on  the  influx  of  Koreans  who  already  are 
Christians  into  this  country. 

We  agree  that  this  goal  is  attainable, 
but  not  solely  because  of  demographic 
factors.  After  all,  countless  congregations 
are  losing  members  despite  favorable  lo¬ 
cations  in  growing  communities. 

At  the  heart  of  the  Korean-American 
plan  are  shared  commitment  and  a  com¬ 
pelling  vision:  elements  often  missing 
from  typical  “membership  campaigns." 

The  shared  commitment  is  shown  in 
two  ways.  First  is  the  $57,500  donated  by 
Korean-American  UMs  to  support  a  spe¬ 
cial  recruitment  and  nurture  program 
for  future  Korean-American  pastors. 

Donations  to  the  program  based  at  the 
•Claremont  (California  )  School  of  Theology 
•are  over  and  above  the  amounts  raised 
through  local  church  apportionments. 

In  addition,  caucus  members  have 
pledged  to  support  efforts  in  three  UM 
regional  jurisdictions— Western,  North¬ 
eastern  and  South  Central— to  develop 
Korean-American  congregations. 

The  compelling  vision  is  reflected  in 
the  words  of  a  Claremont  professor  of 
theology  and  Korean  studies.  According 
to  the  Rev.  A.  Sung  Park,  monies  spent 
on  the  above-named  efforts  should  not 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


be  viewed  merely  as  a  way  to  increase 
the  number  of  Korean-American  UMs. 

Dr.  Park  said:  “We  hope  to  contribute 
to  the  growth  of  the  general  church,  but 
we  really  want  to  contribute  to  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  the  world.” 

Scripture  and  historical  experience  tes¬ 
tify  that,  where  such  a  lofty  vision  is 
paired  with  an  active  commitment  to  turn 
the  vision  into  reality,  expansion  of  the 
cause  of  Christ  is  virtually  unstoppable. 

Given  that  combination  and  adding  to 
it  the  growing  numbers  of  Korean  immi¬ 
grants  to  the  United  States,  it  wouldn’t  be 
surprising  if  Korean-American  UMs  sub¬ 
stantially  surpass  their  five-year  goal! 

In  any  event,  their  experience  should 
be  encouraging  and  instructive  for  all 
United  Methodist  Christians,  the  major¬ 
ity  of  whom  are  members  of  congrega¬ 
tions  with  declining  memberships. 

The  Korean- Americans’  sense  of  purpose 
and  can-do  attitude  are  refreshing  counter¬ 
points  to  gloomy  statistical  reports  accom¬ 
panied  by  efforts  to  rationalize  our  failures. 

In  addition,  the  Korean-American  ef¬ 
forts  are  a  reminder  of  a  few  obvious  but 
frequently  overlooked  truths: 

•Numerical  decline  of  Christianity, 
including  United  Methodism  and  other 
so-called  “mainline”  denominations  in 
this  country,  is  not  God’s  will.  Nor  is 
there  any  persuasive  indication  that  such 
decline  is  inevitable. 

•Dedication,  reflected  by  a  willing¬ 
ness  to  set  realistic  goals,  work  hard  and 
give  generous  support,  is  an  essential 
part  of  our  Christian  calling.  Such  dedi¬ 
cation  typically  results  in  a  numerically 
enhanced  witness. 

•  Our  calling  to  follow  Christ  includes 
awareness  that  others  receive  a  similar 
call  primarily  through  our  words  and 
deeds.  If  the  community  of  faith  isn’t  in¬ 
creasing,  our  faithfulness  to  that  calling 
must  be  brought  into  question. 
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Here  I  Stand 

Jesus 9  influence  has  clearly  improved  world 


By  FERDINAND  V.  GRAYSON 

Is  the  world  in  a  mess  and  getting 
worse?  Reading  the  newspaper  and 
listening  to  news  reports  on  radio  and 
TV  seem  to  con¬ 
firm  that  such  is 
the  case. 

Even  on  a  re¬ 
cent  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  Crusade  TV 
program  the  sing¬ 
ing  included  the 
song  “One  Day  at 
a  Time,”  a  por-  Ferdinand  Grayson 
tion  of  which  goes,  "Well.  Jesus,  you 
know,  if  you’re  looking  below,  things 
are  worse  now  than  then.” 

One  might  well  ask,  if,  in  spite  of 
nearly  2,000  years  of  Christian  effort, 
the  world  is  worse  now,  why  keep  try¬ 
ing?  It’s  about  time  to  look  at  the  rec¬ 
ord  to  see  if  things  really  are  worse  or 
better. 

Jesus  tried  to  perfect  people 

Jesus  sought  to  improve  society  not 
by  revolution  or  reorganizing  of  the 
establishment,  but  by  perfecting  the 
individual.  A  perfect  world  cannot 
come  about  with  imperfect  people. 

The  perfect  nation  that  Jesus  called 
the  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  a  political 
state.  Rather,  it  is  a  state  of  being 
whereby  the  individual  is  influenced 
by  Jesus’  teachings  and  the  example  of 
his  life,  which  in  turn  will  transform 
social  relationships  for  the  better. 

Jesus  was  not  a  social  reformer  as 
such,  but  when  people  accept  his 
teachings  and  try  to  act  accordingly, 
society  will  be  improved.  The  sign  of 
a  Christian  is  not  the  achievement  of 
divine  perfection  (which  probably  is 
an  unattainable  goal),  but  rather  it  is 
an  effort  on  his  part  to  move  in  that 
direction. 


Therefore,  an  analysis  of  some  ar¬ 
eas  of  human  relationships  should  in¬ 
dicate  whether  the  results  of  Jesus’ 
influence  on  people  has  been  for  bet¬ 
ter  or  for  worse. 

•  Role  of  women.  For  years  women 
have  been  regarded  as  subservient  to 
men.  They  have  been  excluded  from 
important  decision-making  roles,  de¬ 
nied  the  franchise,  relegated  to  me¬ 
nial  kinds  of  work,  etc. 

That  situation  exists  even  today  in 
some  parts  of  the  world,  but  the  move¬ 
ment  away  from  such  attitudes,  espe¬ 
cially  in  countries  with  large  Christian 
populations,  should  be  obvious. 

Jesus  taught  that  women  also  are 
God’s  children,  and  of  worth  equal  to 
all  His  children. 

•  Slavery.  There  still  may  be  pock¬ 
ets  of  slavery,  but  slavery  as  an  insti¬ 
tution  is  no  longer  practiced  in  most 
parts  of  the  world.  The  Christian 
world  can  take  considerable  credit 
for  advancing  the  concept  that  the 
dignity  of  God’s  children  is  violated 
by  slavery. 

•Care  of  poor  people.  Even  in  re¬ 
cent  days  this  has  not  always  been  a 
happy  story.  As  unsatisfactory  as  to¬ 
day’s  methods  may  be,  the  situation 
was  much  worse  years  ago. 

As  recently  as  75  years  ago  in  the 
United  States,  the  usual  method  of  car¬ 
ing  for  the  poor  was  confinement  to 
the  alms  house  in  which  were  herded 
the  needy  of  all  ages  regardless  of  con¬ 
dition  of  health  or  types  of  behavior. 

Private  efforts  failed 

Religious  groups  tried  to  offer 
more  humane  alternatives,  but  the 
problem  was  too  great  for  private  ef¬ 
forts.  It  took  the  great  depression  of 


the  1930s  to  bring  about  change  in  the 
form  of  our  social  security  system 
and  with  it  the  demise  of  the  alms 
house. 

Although  Social  Security  is  not  free 
of  problems,  there  is  a  constant  effort 
toward  improvement,  with  emphasis 
on  rehabilitation  and  strengthening  of 
human  values  consistent  with  princi¬ 
ples  of  religious  charity. 

•War.  At  any  time  there  seems  to 
be  a  shooting  war  going  on  some¬ 
where  in  the  world.  Nevertheless,  it  is 
possible  to  take  some  comfort  in  the 
fact  that  in  this  century,  there  have 
been  two  global  efforts  among  na¬ 
tions  to  avoid  war  and  foster  peace. 

When  the  first  effort,  the  League  of 
Nations,  collapsed  after  it  failed  to 
prevent  World  War  n,  the  world’s 
leaders  clamored  for  a  new  instru¬ 
ment  for  peace.  Thus  was  born  the 
United  Nations. 

Danger  of  war  lessened 

There  are  those  who  question  the 
effectiveness  of  the  United  Nations, 
but  so  long  as  there  is  an  arena  in 
which  international  disputes  can  be 
aired,  the  danger  of  World  War  III  is 
lessened. 

•  Casualties  of  war.  Until  the  mid- 
19th  century,  the  enemy  wounded  in 
battle  rarely  was  allowed  to  live. 
Such  inhumanity  gave  way  under  the 
pressure  of  the  Geneva  Convention  of 
1859  which  called  for,  "...  perma¬ 
nent  societies  of  volunteers  which  in 
time  of  war  would  render  succor  to 
the  wounded  without  distinction  of  na¬ 
tionality.” 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Red  Cross,  to  which  practi¬ 
cally  all  nations  now  belong.  Thus, 
under  thp  inspirations  of  Swiss  Chris¬ 


tians  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samari¬ 
tan  has  finally  brought  help  to  the 
casualties  of  war 

•Race  relations.  We  have  not  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  stage  of  equality  and  re¬ 
spect  among  people  of  all  races,  but 
even  in  our  lifetime  we  have  seen  gi¬ 
ant  steps  in  the  direction  of  better 
race  relations. 

There  still  are  those  who  preach  and 
practice  the  “we-are-better-than"  atti¬ 
tude,  but  they  are  losing  out.  Those  who 
preach  and  practice  the  concept  of  the 
brotherhood  of  many  under  the  father¬ 
hood  of  God  are  winning  this  perennial- 
struggle. 

Much  remains  to  be  done 

Similar  progress  is  reflected  in 
many  other  areas  affecting  people, 
such  as  mental  health,  employer-em-  - 
ployee' relations,  pollution,  etc.  There  is 
still  much  to  be  done,  so  none  of  us 
should  be  complacent. 

Because  people  are  not  perfect,  the 
world  is  not  perfect.  But  we  can  take 
heart  in  the  knowledge  that  Christian¬ 
ity  has  been  and  continues  to  be  a  force 
for  betterment.  Jesus  can  look  down  on 
a  world  where  things  are  better  now 
than  then. 

“ Here  I  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  Ferdinand  V. 
Grayson  lives  in  New  Orleans,  La.  and 
is  a  member  of  Rayne  Memorial  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  ( Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
“Here  1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter.  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


‘The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ’  furor  stirs  reader  reaction 


sKX.  Pontius'  Puddle 


SOMETIMES  I'D  LIKE 
TO  ASK  &0D  WHY  HE 
ALLOWS  POVERTY, 
FAMINE  AND  INJUSTICE 
WHEN  HE  COULD  DO 
SOMETHING?  ABOOT  IT. 


To  the  Editor: 

In  the  July  22,  29  and  Aug.  5  issues  of 
the  Reporter  articles  appeared  concern¬ 
ing  a  motion  picture  Universal  Pictures 
is  making  depicting  Jesus  Christ  in  a 
most  unsavory  way. 

It  may  be  ready  for  release  by  now  (see 
related  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

On  a  CBS  evening  news  report  I  was 
horrified  to  hear  a  young  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  fail  to  take  a  stand  against  it. 
In  fact,  she  was  almost  favoring  the  film! 

I  expect  my  church  to  take  firm  action 
opposing  this  film.  If  we  don’t,  it  is  a 
good  enough  reason  to  lose  another  few 
thousand  members! 

Leota  King 
Huntsville,  Illinois 

The  issue  isn’t  intellectual 

To  the  Editor. 

Thank  goodness  for  the  Rev.  Don  Wild- 
mon,  a  United  Methodist  who  has  cour¬ 
age  enough  to  mount  his  own  protest 
campaign  against  the  release  of  Univer¬ 
sal  Pictures’  film,  “The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ”  (see  UMR,  July  22,  29,  Aug.  5 
and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

I  was  saddened,  however,  and  embar¬ 
rassed  for  my  church  that  although,  as 
your  articles  stated,  Christian  leaders 
nationwide  are  condemning  the  film,  an¬ 
other  United  Methodist,  the  Rev.  William 
Fore  of  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  states  that  the  film  has  only  a 
major  doctrinal  problem  (relating  to  the 
messiahship)  and  otherwise  is  “pretty 
good.” 

In  an  age  where,  as  one  columnist 
wrote,  films  mocking  Jesus  Christ  are 
considered  avant-garde,  how  can  any 
Christian  review  this  one  on  an  intellec- 
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tual  basis  only.  Does  being  able  to  inter¬ 
pret  doctrine  put  one  on  a  level  above 
those  who  really  hurt  when  Christ  is  so 
maligned? 

However,  before  we  Christians  are  too 
judgmental,  perhaps  we  should  each  ask 
ourselves  if  we  have  areas  in  our  own 
lives  that  need  to  be  changed  because  we 
are  also  grieving  Christ. 

Helen  Wolfe  Ueleke 
Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri 

Pray  movie  won’t  be  shown 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  ask  for  prayers  so  that 
the  blasphemous  movie,  "The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ,”  will  not  be  shown 
in  the  movie  houses. 

This  deplorable  film,  directed  by  Mar¬ 
tin  Scorsese,  reportedly  depicts  Jesus 
Christ  as  deranged  and  driven  by  lust. 

The  novel  that  this  movie  is  based  on 
was  denounced  as  heresy  by  the  Greek  Or¬ 
thodox  Church  and  removed  from  some 
public  library  shelves  in  the  early  60s. 
Genevieve  E.  Foley 
New  Bedford,  Massachusetts 

I  resent  censorship  efforts 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  not  yet  seen  “The  Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ.”  When  I  do  (and  I  certain¬ 
ly  will)  perhaps  I  will  be  joining  the 
protest  against  it. 

However,  I  am  deeply  offended  by  the 
attempt  being  made  by  some  Christian 
leaders  to  deprive  me  of  the  right  to 
make  my  own  decision. 

They  would  apparently  suppress  the 
film  altogether,  in  the  tradition  of  cen¬ 
sors,  book  burners,  and  tyrants  of  the 
ages.  Or,  if  unsuccessful  in  that  effort, 
they  would  prejudice  all  of  us  against  the 
film  in  advance,  virtually  dictating  to  us 
how  we  should  respond. 

I  strongly  suspect  that  there  is  a  very 
sound  reason  why  this  film  breaks  into 
our  world  at  this  time.  I  suspect  it  has 
something  to  do  with  the  very  sad  state 
that  we  in  the  United  States  are  in  con¬ 
cerning  the  issue  of  sexuality. 

The  church  has  failed  dismally  on  this 
issue.  We  betray  our  fear  before  the  pow¬ 
er  of  sexuality,  and  our  full  knowledge  of 
our  failure,  by  this  sudden  hysteria 
against  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

When  people  begin  using  such  extreme 
language  and  urging  censorship,  it  al¬ 
ways  means  they  are  afraid.  Is  that  who 
we  are?  People  of  fear?  Is  that  what  the 
faith  does  for  us?  Causes  us  to  run 
screaming  from  real  issues? 

I  would  urge  all  Christians  to  keep  open 
minds,  see  the  film,  and  consider  for  your¬ 
self  the  questions  it  raises.  It  just  might  be 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book, 
chapter,  terse — of  the  following: 

“We  know  that  in  everything  God 
works  for  good  with  those  who  love  him, 
who  are  called  according  to  his  pur¬ 
pose.  ”(RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 

(Last  week's  answer:  Matthew  7:7; 

Luke  11:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  August  15 

Monday:  Psalm  102:1-12 
Tuesday:  Psalm  102:13-22 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  18:1-23 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  18:24-33 
Friday:  Ephesians  5:1-14 
Saturday:  Ephesians  5:15-20 
Sunday:  John  6:51-58 


a  challenge  that  we  need,  that  the  film¬ 
makers  offer  as  a  spur  in  our  side. 

Perhaps  it  can  help  us  to  throw  off  the 
pitifully  inadequate  answers  we  have  been 
offering  despite  their  obvious  failure,  so 
that  we  can  move  on  toward  reality. 

Nancy  Holden 

Valley  City,  North  Dakota 

How  will  it  affect  ‘babes’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  articles  on  the  movie, 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  (see 
UMR,  July  22,  29,  Aug.  5  and  elsewhere 
in  this  issue). 

The  film  may  cause  older  Christians  to 
speculate  on  theological  questions  or  is¬ 
sues.  But  I  am  concerned  about  what  ef¬ 
fects  the  movie  will  have  on  the  “babes” 
in  Christ  or  impressionable  non-believers. 

I  pray  that  this  letter  will  cause  your 
staff  to  further  investigate  the  content  of 
this  film  and  perhaps  publish  an  article 
that  addresses  the  potential  harmful  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  film. 

Lezlee  J.  Hinesmon 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Does  film  glorify  God? 

To  the  Editor: 

As  Christians,  our  main  purpose  is  to 
glorify  God.  If  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ”  has  not  achieved  this,  we  should 
not  support  or  condone  it. 

Although  we  know  Christ  is  the  Son  of 
God  and  lives  today  “not  all  possess  this 
knowledge”  or  have  experienced  His  free 
forgiving  grace. 

“Dr.  Fore  said  the  film  appears  pow¬ 
erful  enough  to  be  ‘useful  in  the  future  in 
helping  people  with  their  understanding 
of  the  Bible’  ”  (see  UMR,  July  22). 

It  sounds  to  me  like  it  may  also  be 
powerful  enough  to  shake  the  foundation 
of  some  “babes  in  Christ”  and  we  there¬ 
fore  should  not  “eat  this  meat  which  has 
been  sacrificed  to  idols,  lest  we  cause  a 
brother  to  stumble”  or  hinder  an  unbe¬ 
liever  from  accepting  Christ. 

This  movie  could  be  more  of  a  poison 
than  a  pill.  It  could  kill  those  with  little 
faith  and  has  certainly  made  others  ill. 

I  have  serious  reservations  concerning 
this  “last  temptation.”  The  movie  ap- 


By  ED  TEAGUE 

God  has  been  good  to  me!  I  hope  that 
my  short  story  will  help  someone  who  is 
struggling  with  their 
youth  ministry. 

Last  year  at  this 
time  I  was  traveling 
three  states— Flori¬ 
da,  Georgia,  and 
South  Carolina— rep¬ 
resenting  a  company 
out  of  Norfolk,  Va.  I 
was  a  professional  Ed  Teague 
salesman  and  had  been  for  20  years. 

I  accepted  Christ  as  my  personal  sav¬ 
ior  five  years  ago  and  felt  His  tug  for 
full-time  Christian  work  for  quite  some 
time  afterwards. 

Through  divine  guidance  I  found  em¬ 
ployment  as  full-time  director  of  Chris¬ 
tian  education  and  youth.  I  came  aboard 
Jan.  1,  1988  with  full  confidence  that 
God’s  will  was  being  done  in  my  life.  Our 
church  has  approximately  350  members. 

I’ll  never  forget  my  first  UMYF  meet¬ 
ing.  There  were  about  eight  or  nine  regu¬ 
lar  members  at  that  time.  I  got  on  the 
telephone  and  managed  to  get  17  to  come 
to  our  first  meeting.  I  can  still  remem¬ 
ber  the  excitement  that  some  of  the  reg- 


pears  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  way 
Christ  dealt  with  temptation.  Though  He 
was  tempted  to  turn  stones  to  bread 
while  hungry  and  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  were  offered  to  him  if  he  would 
bow  to  Satan,  I  don’t  think  he  imagined 
himself  doing  so. 

Let’s  not  forget  he  was  God  also.  In¬ 
stead  he  rebuked  Satan  with  Scripture 
then  the  devil  left  him. 

Whatever  the  point  of  the  picture,  if  it 
takes  glory  away  from  God  or  His  son, 
we  as  Christians  should  not  associate 
with  it. 

Timothy  C.  Powell 
Midland,  Texas 

No  need  for  change 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  a  3-year-old  granddaughter  who 
used  to  call  me  “grandma”  instead  of 
"grandpa.” 

That  was  understandable  from  a  little 
girl  of  her  age  since  both  my  wife  and  I 
have  gray  hair. 

However,  if  my  granddaughter’s  moth¬ 
er  had  insisted  on  calling  me  "mom” 
(ma,  mother)  instead  of  "dad”  (pa,  fa¬ 
ther),  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  I  would 
have  resented  it  and  felt  that  there  was 
something  seriously  wrong. 

As  humans  each  of  us  has  one  mother 
and  one  father.  Jesus,  the  Bible  tells  us, 
is  the  son  of  God,  born  of  human  flesh. 


ulars  showed  because  of  the  increase. 

That  was  six  months  ago.  The  Lord  has 
increased  the  numbers,  and  now  we  av¬ 
erage  in  the  high  30s,  sometimes  having 
as  many  as  45  in  our  junior-senior  high 
school  program.  I  believe  that  if  God  has 
a  plan  for  you,  and  if  you  wait  on  Him, 
He  will  surpass  your  wildest  imagina¬ 
tions. 

Following  are  some  of  the  tools  that  I 
have  used  to  the  glory  of  God. 

A  school  bus  was  donated  by  one  of  our 
church  members.  Two  basketball  goals 
were  installed:  one  regulation  height  and 
one  7 foot  "slam  dunk”  goai.  Pick-up 
softball  games  and  volleyball  games 
help  unite  the  youth  and  the  adults  of  our 
church.  Sunday  night  programs  are 
planned  with  a  variety  of  activities  en¬ 
compassing  spiritual,  emotional,  and 
physical  growth. 

As  youth  director,  I  have  the  full  sup¬ 
port  of  my  pastor.  It  also  helps  to  be 
young  at  heart  even  though  my  chrono¬ 
logical  age  is  43.  I  have  been  able  to 
draw  knowledge  from  "pros”  such  as  the 
youth  minister  of  a  nearby  church. 

I  love  the  youth  that  I  have  in  my 
group  and  they  know  it.  One  of  the  things 


He  referred  to  God  as  “father.”  Isn’t  it 
just  as  reasonable  that  we,  as  children  of 
God,  should  continue  to  refer  to  God  as 
“father”? 

I  take  the  Bible  to  be  the  inspired  word 
of  God.  It  is  just  as  relevant  today  as  in 
years  past.  There  is  no  need  for  change 
other  than  through  various  translations 
to  make  it  more  understandable. 

Why,  then,  should  it  be  necessary  or 
even  appropriate  for  Christians  to 
change  our  reference  to  God  in  our  wor¬ 
ship  services,  our  hymnals  and  our 
church  literature  from  anything  but  the 
biblical  references  to  such  other  terms 
as  “It,”  “Mother  God,”  etc. 

Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hal¬ 
lowed  be  thy  name. 

Russ  Portinga 

Glenwood  Springs,  Colorado 

Narrow  views  lamented 

To  the  Editor: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  the  English- 
only  issue.  I’m  dismayed  at  the  narrow 
view  that  so  many  people  seem  to  have 
on  this  issue. 

In  other  countries,  European  countries 
in  particular,  it  is  considered  a  great  as¬ 
set  to  speak  more  than  one  language. 

Most  of  the  people  who  immigrate  to 
the  United  States  do  learn  English  as 


that  pleases  me  most  is  that  the  majority 
of  the  new  members  were  unchurched 
young  people. 

My  goal  is  to  give  them  Christ  and  to 
make  Him  as  real  in  their  lives  as  He  is 
in  mine. 

‘‘My  Witness ’’  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 


well  as  they  can  when  they  are  adults  en¬ 
tering  the  country.  By  the  time  you  are 
an  adult,  however,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
learn  a  second  language. 

Their  children  generally  become  flu¬ 
ent  in  English  readily. 

I  am  a  native  American.  I’m  Mohawk 
and  cannot  speak  my  language.  This  is 
the  continent  that  gave  birth  to  the  Mo¬ 
hawk  language  as  well  as  hundreds  of 
other  native  languages. 

Now  we  are  numbered  in  the  minority 
in  this  land,  and  our  languages  are  being 
spoken  less  and  less. 

Children  in  my  grandmother’s  genera¬ 
tion  were  punished  for  speaking  their  na¬ 
tive  language.  My  own  grandmother  was 
taken  away  to  a  boarding  school  when 
she  was  4. 

She  spoke  only  Mohawk  at  the  time.  The 
children  were  beaten  for  speaking  in  their 
native  languages.  She  soon  spoke  English 
only  and  never  spoke  Mohawk  again. 

I  feel  that  part  of  my  legacy  was  lost. 
It  is  too  easy  sometimes  to  institutional¬ 
ize  what  we  think  is  the  right  way  for  the 
world  to  be. 

When  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  oh 
Pentecost,  each  heard  the  word  in  his  oi¬ 
lier  own  language.  Can’t  we  afford  this 
same  right? 

Sue  E.  Heme 
Hogansburg,  New  York 


life.  Ed  l  eague  is  a  member  of  Keystone 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Keystone 
Heights,  Florida  (Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O  Rox  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
214/630-6495 


My  Witness 

Key  to  youth  ministry:  Give  them  Christ! 
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Percentage  of  income  given  to  churches  decreases 


1968-85  comparisons  show  income  rise  but  donation  dip 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 

The  percentage  of  income  given  to  churches 
has  decreased,  although  individual  income  has 
gone  up,  according  to  a  survey  of  31  denomina¬ 
tions  recently  released  by  “empty  tomb,  inc.,”  a 
non-profit  research  and  service  organization  in 
Champaign,  Ill. 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  Lilly  Endowment, 
Inc.,  the  study  is  the  first  to  contrast  changes  in 
per-member  giving  patterns  with  changes  in 
U.S.  per  capita  disposable  income. 

Other  surveys  have  shown  that  total  contribu¬ 
tions  are  increasing  in  many  denominations 
even  while  th6  overall  membership  is  decreas¬ 


ing,  leaving  an  impression  that  fewer  people  are 
giving  more. 

But  the  "empty  tomb”  survey  indicates  that 
while  this  may  be  true,  those  who  are  giving  are 
actually  giving  a  smaller  percentage  of  their 
personal  income  than  they  did  in  the  past. 

In  1968,  members  in  the  31  denominations  sur¬ 
veyed  gave  an  average  of  3.05  percent  of  their 
total  per  capita  disposable  income  to  the  church. 
But  in  1985,  the  average  percentage  was  2.79. 

A  report  accompanying  the  survey  findings 
pointed  out  that  although  income  after  taxes  and 
inflation  increased  31  percent  over  the  base  lev¬ 


el  from  1968  to  1985,  per-member  giving  as  a 
percentage  of  income  was  8.5  percent  less. 

The  survey  report  noted  that  in  1985,  the  in¬ 
come  of  all  U.S.  Protestant  overseas  agencies, 
including  interdenominational  and  parachurch 
groups,  totaled  $1.3  billion.  This  compared  with 
such  U.S.  consumer  expenditures  for  that  year 
as  $3.5  billion  on  cut  flowers,  $8  billion  on  pets 
and  $2  billion  on  the  lawn  industry. 

“It  appears  that  church  stewardship  is  in  a 
pre-1950  mindset,”  said  Sylvia  Ronsvalle,  who 
founded  the  "empty  tomb”  with  her  husband, 
John,  in  1970. 


She  told  RNS  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
1950s,  for  the  first  time,  “a  majority  of  people 
began  to  have  discretionary  income”  that  they 
didn’t  need  to  spend  on  necessities. 

"The  commercial  industry  has  grasped  that 
very  well"  with  advertising  aimed  at  persuading 
people  that  they  need  everything  from  swim¬ 
ming  pools  to  hamburgers,  Ms.  Ronsvalle  said. 

In  contrast,  she  commented,  "the  church  con¬ 
tinually  comes  back  and  is  almost  apologetic  for 
offering  people  a  vision  of  how  to  change  the 
world.” 

The  Ronsvalles,  who  are  United  Methodists, 


wrote  a  report  in  1984.  titled  "The  Hidden  Bil¬ 
lions.  The  Potential  of  the  Church  in  the  U.S.A." 
in  which  they  claimed  that  American  Christians 
could  wipe  out  world  poverty  if  they  redefined 
their  personal  priorities. 

Ms.  Ronsvalle  said  the  income  and  giving  fig¬ 
ures  reflected  in  the  new  survey  further  support 
that  point. 

If  all  members  gave  10  percent  of  their  per¬ 
sonal  incomes  to  churches,  Ms.  Ronsvalle  said, 
"there  would  be  literally  tens  of  billions  avail¬ 
able.” 

She  urged  churches  to  communicate  the  mes¬ 
sage  that  "we  can  make  an  impact  on  world 
need  in  a  way  that  the  world  has  never  seen.” 


Two  Global  Ministries  executives 
given  new  church-related  projects 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
Two  high-ranking  officials  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  who  were  not  renomi¬ 
nated  to  their  positions  last  spring  will 
take  on  new  church-related  projects. 

That  announcement  was  made  Aug.  3 
by  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nugent,  chief 
executive  of  the  world  mission  agency. 

He  said  that  Peggy  Billings,  the  head  of 
the  board’s  World  Division,  will  lead  a  proj¬ 
ect  on  “The  Church,  Ethics  and  Society.” 

The  project  involves  carrying  out  re¬ 
search  into  new  “cutting  edge  issues” 
which  might  have  implications  for  future 
church  programs,  said  Dr.  Nugent. 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Universal  Pictures  has  rushed  a  limit¬ 
ed  release  of  the  controversial  film  “The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  to  Aug.  12, 
more  than  a  month  ahead  of  schedule. 

The  completed  film  was  delivered  to 
Universal  July  29  by  Director  Martin 
Scorcese,  according  to  Josh  Baran,  a 
;  California  marketing  consultant  hired  to 
promote  the  film. 

Mr.  Baran  told  the  Reporter  the  furor 
surrounding  the  film  prompted  its  early 
release. 

“Universal  felt  that  with  all  the  misin¬ 
formation  going  around  about  the  film  it 
was  better  to  release  it  right  away,”  he 
;  said. 

“Everybody  wants  to  see  it,  so  why 
wait?” 

Mr.  Baran  said  the  film  will  have  a 
;  limited  release  in  six  to  ten  major  mar- 
;  kets.  Those  markets  had  not  been  select- 
;  ed  by  the  Reporter’s  presstime. 

The  film,  based  on  a  1951  novel  by  Ni- 
kos  Kazantzakis,  has  been  the  center  of 
protest  for  two  months  (see  UMR  July 
22,  29  and  Aug.  5). 

Tim  Penland,  an  evangelical  Christian 
film  promoter  who  became  a  leader 
among  Californians  protesting  the  film, 
told  “USA  Today”  Aug.  5  that  the  early 
release  is  an  attempt  to  forestall  protest. 

“MCA-Universal  is  desirous  to  get  the 
film  released  ahead  of  the  storm  of  fi¬ 
nancial  boycott  breaking  over  their  com¬ 
pany,"  Mr.  Penland  is  quoted  as  saying. 

“We’re  shocked  and  grieved  that  the 
biggest  company  in  the  entertainment 
industry  has  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  millions.” 

Mr.  Penland  had  been  hired  by  Univer¬ 
sal  to  "build  bridges”  to  the  Christian 
community  regarding  the  new  film.  He 
resigned  June  12,  saying  that  Universal 
had  reneged  on  its  promise  to  show  the 
film  to  Christian  leaders  and  receive 


Dr.  Billings  is  on  vacation  and  was  un¬ 
available  for  comment. 

The  Rev.  John  Albert  Murdock,  who 
directed  the  board’s  health  and  welfare 
ministries,  will  take  on  a  project  to  in¬ 
crease  ethnic  minority  leadership  in 
healing  ministries,  he  told  the  Reporter. 

No  specific  dates  have  been  set  for  the 
UM-funded  projects,  but  both  Dr.  Bill¬ 
ings  and  Mr.  Murdock  will  complete 
their  present  terms  in  October. 

Mr.  Murdock  told  United  Methodist 
News  Service  that  he  has  not  signed  a 
contract  for  the  project. 

At  its  1988  spring  meeting,  the  board’s 
personnel  and  nominations  committee  in 


“Universal  felt  that  with 
all  the  misinformation  go¬ 
ing  around  about  the  film 
it  was  better  to  release  it 
right  away.  Everybody 
wants  to  see  it,  so  why 
wait?” 

— Josh  Baran 


their  input. 

“I  saw  myself  as  a  peacemaker,”  Mr. 
Penland  told  the  Reporter.  He  added: 
“But  a  peacemaker  can  operate  only  if 
both  sides  will  cooperate.” 

Among  other  protesters  are  the  Rev. 
Donald  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  who  heads  the  American  Fam¬ 
ily  Association,  and  the  Rev.  Bill  Bright, 
president  of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ, 
who  offered  to  buy  the  film  from  Univer¬ 
sal  for  $10  million  with  the  announced  in¬ 
tention  to  destroy  the  film. 

Morality  in  Media,  a  New  York-based 
organization  that  works  primarily  for 
enforcement  of  obscenity  laws,  has 
called  for  a  boycott  of  the  film,  accord¬ 
ing  to  its  executive  vice  president, 
Evelyn  Dukovic,  who  previewed  the  film 
July  13  in  New  York  (see  UMR,  Aug.  5). 

Ms.  Dukovic,  a  Catholic,  said  she  found 
the  two-hour-and-40-minute  film  “extreme¬ 
ly  offensive  from  a  Christian  perspective." 

Ms.  Dukovic,  whose  organization 
works  primarily  for  the  enforcement  of 
obscenity  laws,  said  the  film  contains 
"gratuitous  nudity  and  sex”  and  is  “shot 
through  with  blasphemy.” 

Ms.  Dukovic  told  the  Reporter  this  is 
the  first  boycott  supported  by  Morality 
in  Media  in  its  25-year  history. 


closed-door  session,  as  required  by  the 
Book  of  Discipline  regarding  personnel 
matters,  decided  against  renominating 
the  two  executives  for  another  term  in 
the  fall. 

The  evaluation  process  that  led  to  the 
action  has  been  criticized  by  a  number  of 
people,  including  28  executive  staff 
members  of  the  World  Division. 

Most  recently,  a  group  of  World  Divi¬ 
sion  missionaries  officially  asked  that 
Dr.  Billings  be  renominated  as  the  World 
Divsion  chief  executive. 

According  to  Religious  News  Service, 
a  petition  signed  by  23  UM  missionaries 
and  eight  board  directors  protesting  last 
spring’s  personnel  action  was  being  cir¬ 
culated  as  the  new  jobs  were  announced. 

“We  have  been  insulted  as  missionar¬ 
ies  by  our  exclusion  from  what  appears 
to  be  a  political  process  and  by  the  un¬ 
willingness  to  reveal  appropriate  infor¬ 
mation  to  us,”  said  the  petition. 

"Such  limited  information  we  have  ob¬ 
tained  indicates  the  evaluation  proce¬ 
dure  was  flawed  and  unfair. 

“Therefore,  we  feel  that  the  personnel 
and  nominations  committee’s  decision 
for  the  non-renomination  of  Ms.  Billings 
is  not  valid,”  the  petition  said. 

There  has  never  been  an  official  ex¬ 
planation  why  Dr.  Billings  and  Mr.  Mur¬ 
dock  were  not  renominated. 

The  project  announced  for  Dr.  Billings 
on  “The  Church,  Ethics  and  Society” 
would  include  a  review  and  study  of 
church  activity  on  social  issues  and  re¬ 
search  into  new  issues  that  could  affect 
future  church  programming. 

Funding  would  come  from  both  the 
World  and  Women’s  divisions  of  the  glob¬ 
al  ministries  board. 

Ms.  Billings  has  served  as  staff  head  of 
the  World  Division  since  1983  and  before 
that  was  an  assistant  general  secretary 
in  the  Women’s  Division. 

She  is  a  former  missionary  to  Korea 
and  is  chairwoman  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in  Ko¬ 
rea. 

Mr.  Murdock’s  ethnic  minority  leader¬ 
ship  project  would  be  based  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  North  Texas  in  Denton,  where 
he  earned  two  degrees. 

It  would  involve  working  with  congre¬ 
gations  and  institutions  to  open  up  more 
opportunities  for  ethnic  minorities  in 
health  care  and  long-time  care. 

The  project  would  be  funded  through 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  De¬ 
partment. 

Mr.  Murdock  has  been  chief  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  Health  and  Welfare  Minis¬ 
tries  since  1974. 

He  previously  was  an  administrator  of 
retirement  homes  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
and  Montevideo,  Minn.,  and  has  been  a 
local  pastor,  college  instructor  in  sociol¬ 
ogy  and  a  consultant  on  aging. 

This  story  includes  information  gath¬ 
ered  by  Reporter  Associate  Editor  Glen 
Larum  and  by  Religious  News  Service. 


Rush  release  planned 
for  controversial  film 

‘ Misinformation ’  clouds  ‘ Last  Temptation’ 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 

$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of 

Georgetown,  TX  has  an  immediate  opening  for  a 
director  of  programs.  This  position  is  involved  in  a 
broad  range  of  church  activities  and  is  responsible 
for  the  development  and  guidance  of  all  programs 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Lay  Ministries.  Growing  evangelical  church  with 
1200  members  seeking  individual  to  direct  Sunday 
School  programs  and  provide  direction  to  lay  min¬ 
istries.  Degree  in  Christian  education  or  compara¬ 
ble  experience  required.  Send  resume  to:  James 
Williams,  Lake  Shore  UMC,  2246  Blanding  Blvd., 
Jacksonville.  FL  32210. 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  Ministries 
wanted  in  1100-member  church.  New  York  metro¬ 
politan  area.  Seeking  a  high-energy,  motivated. 

for  the  growing  1250-member  congregation  and 
the  supervision  of  on-going  church  activities.  This 
position  reports  to  the  senior  minister  and  the  sal- 
ary  is  competitive.  The  ideal  candidate  will  have 
3-5  years  experience  and  a  college  degree  in  a  re¬ 
lated  field.  Certification  in  Christian  education 
preferred.  Please  send  letter  of  application,  re- 
sume,  and  three  work-related  references  to:  Dr 
Joe  Fagg,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  410  East 
University,  Georgetown,  TX  78626.  Deadline  for 
accepting  applications:  August  20.  Interviews  will 
be  conducted  in  early  September 

committed  person  to  direct  a  new  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  to  youth.  Send  resume,  salary  requirements, 
etc.  to:  Mr.  William  Putnam,  United  Methodist 
Church,  50  Park  Place,  Morristown,  NJ  07960. 

"MEN  ALIVE"-  NEW  IDEA  HANDBOOK  for 
United  Methodist  Men.  just  published  by  Disciple- 
ship  Resources.  Contains  hundreds  of  fresh  ideas 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  MINISTRIES  FOR  Bart¬ 
lett  United  Methodist  Church,  a  suburban  church 
of  Memphis,  TN  with  2400  members.  Applications 
for  this  full-time  staff  position  will  be  received 

spiritual,  outreach,  social.  Also  available  from 
compiler  Larry  Eisenberg,  1218  S.  Winston,  Tulsa, 
OK  74112  at  $6.95,  two  for  $12.00,  postpaid,  if 
check  sent. 

responsibility  for  a  full  music  program  including 
choral  and  handbell  choirs  for  adults,  youth  and 
children.  Salary  is  negotiable  depending  on  educa- 

UNITED  METHODIST  CHINA  PROGRAM  China 
Study  Tour,  October  24-  November  14.  Hongkong, 
Hangzhou,  Shanghai,  Nanjing,  Beijing,  Xian, 
Guangzhou.  Inclusive  price,  $2,900  New  York  de- 
parture.  Limited  30  participants.  Call  Bud  Carroll 
(212)870-3687. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS’  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

ences  to:  Mr*David  Lanthier,  Search  Committee, 
5676  Stage  Road,  Bartlett.  TN  38134. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 

Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete- 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067. 627-9507 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  NATIONAL  Orga¬ 
nization  of  Musicians:  $40,000  +  ,  plus  benefits. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES  AND  Pro¬ 
grams,  2,200-member  growing  church  on  southeast 
Florida  coast.  Full-time  position.  Strong  organiza- 
tional  and  leadership  skills  needed.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Negotiable  salary/benefit  package.  Send 
resume  to  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  9625 

N.  Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

ground  in  business  administration  with  a  strong  in¬ 
terest  in  music.  Starting  date:  October  1,  1989. 
Send  letters  of  inquiry  to  Dr.  Jim  Smith,  Chair¬ 
man,  Search  Committee,  American  Guild  of  En- 

TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS-$49.95.  In¬ 

cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release. 
For  more  information  write:  Stewardship  Systems, 
P.O.  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75053. 

glish  Handbell  Ringers.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1006, 
Longview.  TX  75606. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  NEEDED  FOR  GROWING 

church.  Direct  assimulation  program,  youth  work, 
etc.  Call  (317)  882-1549  Send  resume:  Christ  UMC. 
8540  US  31  South,  Indianapolis,  IN  46227. 

IF  YOU  ARE  LOOKING  FOR  A  NEAR-perfect  re¬ 

tirement  community  and  an  active  Methodist  church. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE-FOUNDATION  Rela- 

call  or  write  Oscar  Wilkie,  Pastor,  for  a  big  free  pack¬ 
age  of  information  about  Sulphur  in  South  Central 
Oklahoma.  (405)  622-3325,  1130  W.  First,  Sulphur.  OK 
73086  I 

ternational  Child  Care,  advance  special  supported, 
seeking  experienced  individual  in  area  of  founda¬ 
tion  relations,  planned  giving,  other  resource  de¬ 
velopment  aspects.  Comprehension  of  public 
health  useful.  Requirements  include  college  de- 
’  gree,  proven  record  of  obtaining  and  maintaining 
grants.  USA  based,  some  travel.  Salary  commen- 
surate  with  experience.  Letter  and  resume  to:  Per- 

MINISTER /DIRECTOR  OF  DISCIPLESHIP  for 

pervision  of  an  active  single  adult  program  and 
care  ministries.  Administrative  and  counseling 
skills  desired.  Contact  Argus  Hamilton.  Senior 
Minister.  Chapel  Hill  United  Methodist  ,Church, 
2717  West  Hefner  Road,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73120. 

SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY  &  STAY  at 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodg¬ 
ing.  swimming,  $8  tickets,  supper  (home-grilled 
burgers!),  dessert,  and  breakfast,  all  for  $22  each! 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  RETIRED  MINISTER 

Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

Evangelism  and  Visitation  with  coverage  of  home 
fellowship  groups  at  large  downtown  church  in  the 
heart  of  Tampa,  Florida.  Strong  growth  potential 
with  congregational  support.  Contact  Dr.  Richard 

W.  Rohrer,  500  W  Platt  St..  Tampa.  FL  33606, 
Phone:  (813)  253-5388. 

DIRECTOR  OF  US  PROGRAMS  FOR  HEIFER 

Project  International,  a  church-supported,  live¬ 
stock-based.  human  development  organization.  An¬ 
imal  science  or  related  degree  required.  Salary 
$28,000  negotiable.  Send  applications  by  Septem¬ 
ber  1  to  Joyce  Berger,  HPI,  P.O.  Box  808,  Little 
Rock,  AR  72203,  or  call  800-422-0474. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  FAMILY  AND  YOUTH 
Ministries  with  experience  in  family  ministry, 
counseling,  and  youth  programming.  Negotiable 
salary/benefit  package  Send  resume  including 
ministry  philosophy  to  Rev.  Bruce  Mitchell.  Trin¬ 
ity  UMC,  3200  Manatee  Avenue  West,  Bradenton, 

FL  34205. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  NEEDED 

ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  1000  +  MEMBER 

United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  suburb.  Contact 
Rev  Michael  R.  Jackson,  Christ  UMC,  2807  Val- 
wood  Parkway,  Farmers  Branch,  TX  75234.  Tele¬ 
phone  (214)247-6136. 

REDEVELOPING  CHURCH  LOOKING  FOR  per¬ 
sons)  with  skills  in  program  coordination  and  de¬ 
velopment,  youth  ministries  and  Christian 
education.  Send  resume:  St.  Paul  United  Methodist 

for  active  1000-member  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  Persons  expected  to  direct  overall  minis¬ 
tries  for  junior  high  through  post  high  youth. 
Salary  commensurate  with  experience  and  train- 

United  Methodist  Church,  120  North  Avenue  A, 
Canton.  IL  61520. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY. 

First  UMC,  Dallas,  TX.  Resumes  now  being  ac¬ 
cepted.  Contact  Jo  Biggerstaff  bv  September  2  at 
(214)  220-2727 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus- 
tin,  TX  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep- 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels.  Coordina¬ 
tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff. 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per¬ 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit¬ 
tee.  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1666,  Austin.  TX  78767 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  SOUGHT 

Odessa,  Texas.  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences:  Rev  Charles  Crutchfield.  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

GRACE  AND  GLORY  HOUR  OF  GREAT  hymns 

on  cassette.  Instrumental  organ  music  perfect  for 
meditation,  Bible  reading,  background  music.  $5,95. 
Methodist  Men.  3rd  and  Erlanger,  Slidell,  LA  70458. 

UNITED  METHODIST  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO  BV  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK— Bishop  James  Mase  Ault,  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  talks  to 
children  of  new  missionaries  during  a  commissioning  service  at  New  York’s  Interchurch  Center.  He  explained  to 
the  children  what  mission  work  means  to  both  them  and  their  parents  (see  accompanying  story). 


64  commissioned  missionaries 
total  largest  group  in  recent  years 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Glenn  Fuller 
of  Menlo  Park,  Calif.,  is  ending  his  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministry  the  way  he  began 
it— as  a  missionary. 

This  time  he  will  be  joined  by  his  wife, 
Kathleen,  in  mission  work  in  Austria. 

At  the  same  time,  one  of  their  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mary  Fuller,  will  become  a  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Zaire. 

The  Fuller  family  was  among  the  64 
missionaries— the  largest  group  in  recent 
years— formally  commissioned  July  28  by 
the  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Of  those,  46  will  serve  in  Asia,  Africa, 
Europe  and  Latin  America  with  the 
World  Division;  18  mission  interns  will 
work  one  to  three  years  in  the  United 
States  or  abroad. 

New  missionaries  include  ministers, 
evangelists,  teachers,  school  administra¬ 
tors,  nurses  and  hospital  administrators. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  will  leave  for  Aus¬ 
tria  Oct.  15  after  he  retires  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Palo  Alto, 
Calif. 

As  pastor  of  an  English-speaking  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Vienna  that  in¬ 
cludes  personnel  from  the  United 
Nations,  he  hopes  to  do  “community 
building  among  a  lot  of  nationalities.” 

Mrs.  Fuller  said  she  would  like  to  offer 
workshops  on  parenting  skills  dealing  es¬ 
pecially  with  unique  problems  of  fam¬ 
ilies  living  abroad. 

"We’re  also  thinking  of  promoting  a 
lot  of  retreat  work,”  she  added.  “That’s 
something  we  both  enjoy  doing.” 

The  couple  already  has  a  global  per¬ 
spective.  The  son  of  missionaries,  Mr. 
Fuller  was  bom  in  China;  Mrs.  Fuller 
grew  up  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Besides  Mr.  Fuller’s  earlier  mission 
experience  in  Bombay,  India,  they  also 


led  a  church  in  Seoul,  Korea,  in  1970-73. 

In  Korea,  Mary  Fuller  was  a  student 
in  a  missionary  school;  now,  she  will 
teach  in  an  elementary  school  for  mis¬ 
sionary  children  in  Lubumbashi,  Zaire. 

“I’ve  had  a  dream  to  teach  overseas,” 
she  explained.  "Indirectly,  my  parents 
are  involved  in  that  they  exposed  me  to  a 
world  view.  When  I  read  the  board’s 
philosophy,  I  was  very  impressed,”  Mary 
Fuller  said. 

The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
about  1,500  full-time  mission  workers - 
and  several  thousand  lay  volunteers  in¬ 
volved  in  work  projects,  medical  teams 
and  other  mission  activities  each  year. 

Among  those  participating  in  the  com¬ 
missioning  service  were  Bishop  James 
M.  Ault  of  the  Pittsburgh  Area,  board 
president;  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent, 
general  secretary;  and  the  Rev.  Mary 
Ann  Swenson,  board  director. 


South  American  Methodist  raps 
‘distortion’  of  liberation  theology 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

NORTHFIELD,  Minn. — The  idea  that 
liberation  theology  reduces  the  Christian 
gospel  to  political  and  economic  issues  is 
a  distortion,  a  South  American  liberation 
theologian  said  recently. 

In  three  lectures  at  St.  Olaf  College’s 
annual  conference  on  theology  and  mu¬ 
sic,  Dr.  Jose  Miguez  Bonino,  a  Methodist, 
sought  to  present  “the  other  face  of  lib¬ 
eration  theology.” 

His  message  was  that  liberation  theol¬ 
ogy  is  "primarily  a  spiritual,  religious 
movement  which  concerns  itself  with 
politics  but  which  is  not  primarily  or 
narrowly  political.” 

Dr.  Bonino  is  the  retired  dean  of  grad¬ 
uate  studies  at  the  United  Theological 
Seminary  of  Buenos  Aires,  Argentina, 
where  he  still  teaches.  He  served  as  a 
president  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches  from  1975  to  1983. 

In  an  interview,  he  said  that  liberation 
theology  has  influenced  Latin  America’s 
churches— both  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic— by  raising  the  question:  "How 
do  you  stand  in  relation  to  the  plight  of 
the  poor?" 

He  said  it  also  has  influenced  society 
through  its  “base  communities”  in  which 
the  poor  read  the  gospel  together  and 
discuss  what  it  means  for  their  lives.  The 
effect  has  been  to  make  the  poor  and 
marginalized  “humanized  again”  be¬ 
cause  they  can  participate  and  make  de¬ 
cisions  together,  he  said. 

The  base  communities,  he  added,  have 
become  a  model  for  participatory  de¬ 
mocracy  and  help  build  an  understand¬ 
ing  of  society  from  the  bottom— “not 
imposed  from  the  top.” 

But  the  liberation  movement  also  has 
raised  opposition  from  conservatives  in 
churches  and  in  public  life,  he  noted. 

For  example,  he  said,  the  military  in 
such  countries  as  Argentina,  Chile  and 
Uruguay  has  regarded  liberation  theol¬ 
ogy  as  an  enemy  or  a  danger. 

He  said  the  opposition  has  been  strong 
enough  to  create  martyrs  such  as  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  Romero  in  El  Salva¬ 
dor  and  a  number  of  priests,  nuns,  minis¬ 
ters  and  lay  people.  Some  of  them  were 
denounced  by  other  Christians,  he  said. 

Dr.  Bonino  said  he  believes  the  libera¬ 
tion  theology  movement  is  continuing  to 
grow  but  deepening  in  regard  to  spiritu¬ 
ality  and  Bible  scholarship. 

At  the  beginning,  he  observed,  the 
movement  concentrated  on  social  and 
political  change  “because  the  churches 
had  been  too  conservative  and  isolated 


from  the  real  life  of  the  people.” 

Dr.  Bonino  said  the  liberation  theology 
movement  began  in  the  early  1960s  and 
gets  its  name  from  a  book,  “The  Theol¬ 
ogy  of  Liberation,”  written  by  the  Rev. 
Gustavo  Gutierrez,  a  Catholic  liberation 
theologian  from  Peru. 

Its  formulation  as  a  movement  to  give 
“a  preferential  option  for  the  poor” 
came  from  a  conference  of  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  Catholic  bishops  held  in  Medellin, 
Columbia,  in  1968. 

In  the  interview,  Dr.  Bonino  said  that 
growing  inflation  is  ‘‘a  very  great 
threat”  to  the  stability  of  many  Latin 
American  countries,  causing  social  un¬ 


rest,  unemployment  and  loss  of  salaries. 
It  is  hitting  not  just  the  poor  but  the  mid¬ 
dle  class,  he  said. 

He  blamed  the  inflation  on  huge  debts 
the  Latin  American  countries  owe  to  for¬ 
eign  banks  and  said  the  debt,  such  as  in 
Argentina,  is  "a  mortgage  on  the  whole 
life  of  the  country." 

This  is  because  "we  have  to  use  practi¬ 
cally  all  of  our  balance  of  trade  to  ser¬ 
vice  our  debt  and  have  no  money  to 
reinvest  in  the  growth  of  the  economy,” 
he  explained. 

Mr .  Thorkelson  is  a  veteran  religion 
news  reporter  from  Minnesota. 


UMs  in  area  6 by  the  Bay’ 
embrace  world’s  refugees 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

SACRAMENTO,  Calif.— Refugees  from 
around  the  world  are  moving  into  neigh¬ 
borhoods  of  churches  in  the  Califomia-Ne- 
vada  Annual  Conference,  says  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco  Area). 

She  told  conference  members  recently 
that  many  of  the  refugees  are  being  em¬ 
braced  by  United  Methodists. 

““Pastors  and  laypersons— who  were  not 
trained  for  ‘overseas  missionary’  voca¬ 
tions  and  had  never  encountered  these 
peoples— are  ministering  actively  among 
them  and  with  them,”  said  Bishop  Kelly. 

The  San  Francisco  Area  episcopal 
leader,  who  will  retire  from  that  area  as 
of  Aug.  31,  said  significant  Southeast 
Asian  refugee  populations  live  in  Fresno, 
Visalia,  Merced,  Modesto,  Stockton,  San 
Jose  and  Santa  Clara. 

She  said  Fresno  is  reporting  some  40,000 
refugees;  Stockton,  32,000;  and  Modesto, 
18,000— mostly  Southeast  Asian. 

"These  communities  have  experienced 
dramatic  population  shifts  as  the  refu¬ 
gees  have  moved  into  Central  Valley 
communities  from  other  parts  of  the 
state  and  the  United  States,”  she  said. 

The  groups  include  Hmong  and  Mien 
(hill  tribal  peoples  from  Laos),  other 
Laotians,  Cambodians  and  Vietnamese. 

Bishop  Kelly  cited  United  Methodist 
ministries  to  Hmong  in  Fresno,  Merced, 
Oroville,  and  Marysville;  to  Lao  in  En¬ 
glish-speaking  congregations  in  Modesto 
and  Santa  Rosa;  and  to  Cambodians  in 
Modesto  and  Stockton. 


Conference  funds  have  been  used  to 
train  pastoral  leadership,  and  many 
churches  are  providing  space  and  ser¬ 
vices  to  the  refugees  in  their  communi¬ 
ties,  said  Bishop  Kelly. 

She  said  186  California-Nevada  con¬ 
gregations  have  sponsored  refugee  reset¬ 
tlement  efforts  since  1979. 

“Many  of  our  churches  have  sponsored 
more  than  one  family  or  person,  some 
many  times,"  she  said. 

“Sponsors  are  found  among  small,  me¬ 
dium  and  large  churches.  It  is  a  response 
shaped  by  a  vision  of  ministry,  not  by  the 
size  of  congregation.” 

The  conference  program,  linked  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  relief  agency 
efforts,  has  resettled  more  than  1,100 
refugees— between  10  and  13  percent  of 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief’s  total  number  of  refugees  resettled, 
said  Bishop  Kelly. 

In  addition  to  the  Southeast  Asia  refu¬ 
gees,  she  said  Northern  California  and  Ne¬ 
vada  are  new  homes  for  refugees  from 
such  countries  as  Poland,  Romania,  Huit- 
gary,  Czechoslovakia,  Bulgaria,  Ethiopia, 
South  Africa,  El  Salvador,  Guatemala,  Af¬ 
ghanistan,  Iran,  Iraq,  Chile,  Argentina  and 
Cuba  and  for  religious  minorities  such  as 
Armenians,  Assyrians,  and  Bahai’s. 

The  conference  is  involved  in  advoca¬ 
cy  and  protection  of  Central  Americah 
refugees  as  well  as  ministry  to  undocu¬ 
mented  immigrants,  she  said. 

Bishop  Kelly  will  retire  from  the  San 
Francisco  Area  Aug.  31  and  will  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Bishop  Melvin  Talbert,  moving 
from  the  Seattle  Area. 
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‘Something  going  on  all  the  time’  at  Brentwood  UMC 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

BRENTWOOD,  Tenn.— Something  is 
always  happening  at  Brentwood  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Seven  Girl  Scout  troops,  one  Boy  Scout 
troop,  six  youth  choirs,  a  youth  ensem¬ 
ble,  two  adult  ensembles,  an  adult  choir, 
five  Disciple  Bible  study  groups.  United 
Methodist  Women  circles,  singles  groups, 
arts-and-craft  workshops,  special-inter¬ 
est  study  meetings,  sports  teams,  exer¬ 
cise  classes  and  other  gatherings  meet  in 
the  church  building  during  the  week. 

"We  also  try  to  open  the  building  to 
non-profit  community  groups  whenever 
we  can,”  said  Donna  Gaither,  director  of 
program  ministries  at  the  3,000-member 
congregation  in  suburban  Nashville. 

On  Sundays  some  1,500  people  attend 
three  worship  services.  Some  950  attend 
church-school  classes,  including  about 
180  junior  and  senior  high  students. 

2  schools  use  church 

In  addition,  the  church  provides  facili¬ 
ties  for  Grace  School,  which  enrolls  16 
mentally  handicapped  students  ages  6  to 
21. 

Another  140  children,  ages  6  weeks  to  4 
years,  attend  Brentwood  UMC’s  day  school. 

•  “Only  one-third  of  those  children  come 
from  families  of  members,”  said  Ms. 
Gaither,  a  diaconal  minister.  “It  is  one  of 
our  strongest  outreach  programs.  Some 
20  to  30  people  joined  the  church  through 
the  day  school  in  the  last  year.” 

They  were  not  alone.  During  1987,  345 


The  church 

aflame  /  v 
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new  members  joined  the  137-year-old 
congregation.  Over  the  past  10  years,  to¬ 
tal  membership  has  mushroomed  from 
1,650  to  3,036. 

During  1986,  Brentwood  UMC  added 
419  members,  a  record  in  the  Tennessee 
Annual  Conference. 

As  of  May  31,  the  church  had  added 
168  new  members  this  year. 

“People  come  here  because  something 
is  going  on  all  the  time,”  said  William  J. 
Vaughn,  a  member  of  the  congregation 
since  1926. 

“We  have  a  caring  congregation.  Ev¬ 
erybody  seems  to  be  happy  about  all  the 
things  going  on.  People'  talk  about  them 
all  over  town.  The  church  is  sort  of  the 
focal  point  of  Brentwood:  Everything 
happens  at  the  United  Methodist  church. 
It  is  the  ‘in’  place  to  be.” 

Vision  directs  ministries 

Newly  elected  Bishop  Robert  H.  Spain, 
senior  pastor  of  the  church  since  1983,  at¬ 
tributes  Brentwood  UMC’s  place  in  the 
community  to  a  vision  and  sense  of  mis¬ 
sion  within  the  congregational  leadership. 

Between  1985  and  1987  the  lay  leader¬ 
ship  conducted  comprehensive  studies  to 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  BRENTWOOD  UMC 

BRENTWOOD,  Tenn.— Dan  Elkins,  a  psychologist  and  regular  Sunday 
school  teacher  at  Brentwood  UMC,  teaches  an  adult  class  in  the  church’s 
beautiiul  chapel. 
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Lumbee  Indian  named  director 
of  UM  Native  American  caucus 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS) — A  North 
Carolina  clergyman  has  been  named  as 
the  first  paid  executive  director  of  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodism’s  Native  American  Inter¬ 
national  Caucus,  effective  immediately. 

The  Rev.  Sam  Wynn,  a  Lumbee  from 
Hope  Mills,  N.C.,  will  be  employed  half¬ 
time  as  executive  director  of  the  caucus 
and  continue  half-time  as  pastor  on  the 
Clarkton  Circuit  in  the  North  Carolina 
Annual  Conference. 

The  Native  American  International 
Caucus  is  one  of  four  advocacy  groups  that 
represent  concerns  of  persons  of  color  in 
the  9.1  million-member  denomination. 

Before  Mr.  Wynn’s  appointment,  the 
Native  American  group  had  been  the  only 
ethnic  minority  caucus  in  the  church  with¬ 
out  a  paid  executive  director.  There  are 
more  than  16,000  Native  Americans  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

An  ordained  elder,  Mr.  Wynn  is  a  gradu¬ 
ate  of  Pembroke  (N.C.)  State  University. 
He  earned  his  master  of  divinity  degree 
from  Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Wil- 
more,  Ky.,  and  is  a  doctoral  candidate  at 


Drew  University,  Madison,  N.J. 

UM  world  mission  board  hires 
two  communication  specialists 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Two  communi¬ 
cations  specialists  have  been  hired  by 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  deal  directly  with 
the  denomination’s  73  annual  (regional) 
conferences. 

Emily  Simer  and  Brenda  Webber  are 
the  new  directors  of  interpretative  ser¬ 
vices  for  the  church’s  mission  agency. 

They  will  serve  as  conference  liaisons 
to  keep  annual  conferences  informed 
about  board-sponsored  mission  pro¬ 
grams  in  the  United  States  and  abroad. 

Ms.  Simer,  a  broadcast  specialist,  has 
been  a  co-host  of  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  the 
national  television  series  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  for  the  past  three  years. 

A  print  journalist,  Ms.  Webber  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Columbia  University 
Graduate  School  of  Journalism,  New 
York.  She  has  been  a  consultant  to  devel¬ 
opment  and  religious  organizations  in 
New  York  and  is  a  former  Peace  Corps 
volunteer. 


determine  what  ministries  the  congrega¬ 
tion  should  offer  through  1995,  what  size 
staff  the  church  would  need  to  run  those 
programs  and  what  new  facilities  would 
be  needed,  he  said. 

Those  studies  conservatively  project 
the  membership  at  4,500  by  1995  as  the 
city  of  Brentwood,  about  15  miles  south 
of  downtown  Nashville,  grows  from 
about  13,000  today  to  nearly  25,000. 

The  community,  a  stop  on  the  railroad 
from  Nashville  to  Franklin  since  1827, 
wasn’t  incorporated  as  a  city  until  1969. 
The  population  ballooned  from  4,099  in 
1970  to  9,431  in  1980. 

Corporate  executives  and  profession¬ 
als  who  work  in  Nashville  account  for 
many  of  those  new  residents,  said  the 
Rev.  William  J.  Miller,  administrative 
minister.  About  86  percent  of  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  not  native,  he  said,  and  the  medi¬ 
an  household  income  is  nearly  $50,000. 

Bishop  Spain,  who  is  to  leave  Brentwood 
UMC  to  oversee  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  Area 
Sept.  1,  said  his  departure  shouldn’t  make 
any  difference  in  the  way  the  congregation 
is  ministering  to  the  community. 

“No  church  moves  up  and  down  with 
one  leader,"  he  said.  “The  ministers  who 
were  here  before  me  all  participated  in 
laying  the  foundation  for  the  growth 
since  I’ve  been  here.  But  now  we  are  re¬ 
sponding  to  a  growing  community.  This 
church  is  on  the  right  road  to  1995." 

Tom  Blose,  the  congregation’s  lay 
leader,  said,  “The  membership  will  be 
here  long  after  the  staff  rotates  out.  The 
staff  provides  the  leadership,  but  it  still 
takes  the  vision  and  continuity  of  the 
membership  to  succeed.” 

The  congregation  contains  “lots  of  tal¬ 
ented  people  who  are  willing  to  make  a 
contribution  in  any  way  they  can,”  Mr. 
Blose  said. 

The  deep  talent  pool  proved  particu¬ 
larly  helpful  in  planning  for  future  min¬ 
istries,  Mr.  Blose  said. 

Strong  youth  programs  offered 

Those  plans  have  led  to  numerous  pro¬ 
grams  for  children  and  teen-agers. 

“If  we  don’t  work  with  the  youth  and 
children,  they  will  drift  away,  and  the 
church  will  not  be  the  place  where  ev¬ 
eryone  should  go,”  said  Mr.  Vaughn, 
Scoutmaster  of  the  church-sponsored 
Boy  Scout  troop  for  53  years.  “The  young 
people  are  the  future  of  this  church.” 

One  administrative  board  member  ob¬ 
served  that  it  was  common  for  parents 
to  first  come  to  the  church  because  their 
children  had  friends  going  there. 

When  people  first  visit  Brentwood  UMC 
and  sign  the  attendance  register,  their 
names  are  put  onto  a  computer  and  sorted 
by  geographic  zones,  Bishop  Spain  said. 
First-time  visitors  are  then  contacted  four 
times  during  the  following  week: 

Y  A  volunteer  calls  the  visitor  Sunday 
afternoon  to  say,  “We  were  glad  you  were 
here"  and  invite  the  person  to  return. 

Y  The  lay  “shepherd”  for  the  geo¬ 
graphic  zone  where  the  visitor  lives  con¬ 
tacts  the  person  by  phone  or  in  person 
during  the  week. 

/  The  pastor  sends  a  letter. 

Y  The  church  newsletter  is  sent  to  the 
visitor. 

If  the  visitor  returns,  the  “shepherds” 
and  staff  members  start  working  to  in¬ 
volve  the  person  in  a  Sunday-school  class 
or  other  groups  within  the  congregation. 
Bishop  Spain  said. 

The  same  computer  helps  manage  ef¬ 
forts  to  recruit  volunteers  from  the  con¬ 
gregation  to  teach  Sunday-school  classes, 
supervise  youth  programs,  serve  on  com- 


“The  church  is  sort  of 
the  focal  point  of  Brent¬ 
wood:  Everything  hap¬ 
pens  at  the  United 
Methodist  church.  It  is 
the  ‘in’  place  to  be.” 

— William  J.  Vaughn 


mittees  or  handle  other  ministries,  Ms. 
Gaither  said. 

Members  pledge  talents,  money 

During  an  annual  pledge  drive,  mem¬ 
bers  are  asked  to  indicate  how  they  will 
commit  their  time  and  talents,  as  well  as 
their  money,  to  Brentwood  UMC,  she  said. 
Within  two  months  after  the  fall  drive, 
each  member  receives  a  letter  or  phone 
call  about  how  he  or  she  is  being  asked  to 
serve  the  church,  based  on  the  pledge. 

Brentwood  UMC  has  a  goal  of  spend¬ 
ing  at  least  one-tenth  of  its  budget  on 
mission  and  outreach  concerns,  Mr. 
Miller  said.  This  year  some  $176,000  of 
the  $  1.25-million  spending  plan  is  allo¬ 
cated  to  direct  mission  causes. 

The  average  financial  pledge  last  year 
was  $1,400,  he  said. 

Besides  spending  on  missions,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Brentwood  UMC  get  directly  in¬ 
volved  in  mission  work. 

“I  expect  every  person  in  this  church 
to  be  involved  in  hands-on  experiences  of 
ministry,”  Bishop  Spain  said. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  from  the 
congregation  have  gone  to  St.  Vincent  Is¬ 
land  in  the  Caribbean  for  the  past  three 
years.  There  they  helped  build  a  church, 
treat  diseases  and  teach  Christian  educa¬ 
tion. 

Others  from  the  church  oversee  a  soup 
kitchen  at  a  Nashville  community  shel¬ 
ter  two  nights  a  month. 

Brentwood’s  United  Methodist  Men’s 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  BRENTWOOD  UMC 

BRENTWOOD,  Tenn.— Gail  Perkins  (lower  right),  a  talented  artist-writ¬ 
er  and  member  of  Brentwood  UMC,  and  other  members  of  the  church’s  dy¬ 
namic  adult  choir  sing  out  during  a  rehearsal  session. 


group  has  provided  dinner  and  sleeping  ac¬ 
commodations  at  the  church  during  the 
winter  for  homeless  men  who  could  not 
find  space  at  a  downtown  Nashville  shel¬ 
ter. 

Jack  Plating,  UMM  immediate  past 
president,  said,  “I  think  the  strength  of 
any  church  is  in  each  layperson  finding 
his  or  her  own  calling  to  ministry. 

“Everybody  in  this  church  can  have  a 
calling.  God  works  through  us,  and  we 


express  our  faith  through  our  church.” 

"The  Church  Aflame”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations,  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Nominations  of  congrega¬ 
tions  that  deserve  to  be  featured  should 
be  sent  to  “ The  Church  Aflame,"  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  BRENTWOOD  UML 

BRENTWOOD  Tenn.— Sarah  Cannon  (center),  one  of  country  music’s  most  beloved  figures  as  comedian  “Minnie 
Pearl,”  is  an  active  member  and  associate  Sunday  school  teacher  at  Brentwood  United  Methodist  Church.  She 
flashes  her  famous  smile  here  with  four  members  of  a  youth  class  at  the  church. 


Historic  church  hub  for  outreach  in  Manila 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

ERMITA  MANILA,  Philippines— It’s  a 
historical  fact  that  the  American  Navy 
defeated  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Manila  in 
1898,  during  the  Spanish-American  War. 

Less  known  is  the  fact  that  the  first 
English-language  Protestant  church  in 
the  Philippines— now  Central  United 
Methodist  Church— was  built  in  Manila 
in  1899  for  sailors  serving  under  Adm. 
George  Dewey  during  that  battle  and  the 
subsequent  occupation. 

Today  Central  UMC  is  a  hub  of  activity 
and  outreach,  and  only  one  of  its  five  wor¬ 
ship  services  each  Sunday  is  in  English. 

On  a  recent  Sunday,  visitors  to  the  En¬ 
glish  service  came  from  the  United 
States,  Australia,  the  Netherlands  and 
several  countries  in  Asia. 

Among  the  flow  of  people  through  the 
church  facilities  during  the  rest  of  the 
week  were: 

Y  Young  pastors  and  seminary  stu¬ 
dents  studying  clinical  pastoral  care  and 
counseling; 

Y  Four  Disciples  Bible-study  groups 
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in  Missions 
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JVo  gift  too  small 

(Central  is  the  only  church  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines  using  the  UM-sponsored  Disciples 
program); 

Y  30  to  40  children  daily  from  slum 
areas  participating  in  a  supplemental 
feeding  and  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram; 

Y  Several  wedding  parties  of  various 
faiths; 


Y  17  members  of  a  U.S.  volunteers-in- 
mission  team  involved  in  a  community 
development  program  sponsored  by  the 
Manila  (episcopal)  Area; 

/  13  baby  boys  who  received  circum¬ 
cisions  in  the  Central  Church  Community 
Center’s  free  health  clinic. 

In  addition  to  free  medical  and  dental 
care,  the  community  center  offers  fam¬ 
ily  counseling,  health  education,  a  food 
bank  and  rehabilitation  assistance. 

Serving  as  a  "mother  church”  in  the 
United  Methodist  Manila  Area  emphasis 
on  outreach  to  low-income  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  Central  Church  supports  three 
missions. 


A  student  center  and  library  is  another 
important  part  of  the  church’s  ministry, 
located  as  it  is  in  the  city’s  “student 
belt.”  Most  of  the  church’s  1,200  mem¬ 
bers  are  students  in  nearby  universi¬ 
ties— a  factor  in  Central’s  need  for 
outside  financial  assistance  to  carry  out 
its  programs. 

Central  UMC  with  its  multiple  minis¬ 
tries  carries  United  Methodist  Advance 
Special  No.  009466-7.  Contributions  may 
be  made  through  the  annual  conference 
treasurer. 

Roberta  Sappington  is  a  former  asso¬ 
ciate  editor  of  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter. 


Southern  Baptists  claim 
1-2-3  growth  churches 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 


Compiled  from  News  Reports 

No  United  Methodist  churches  were  in 
the  top  10  places  among  the  500  fastest- 
growing  churches  in  the  nation,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  recently  released  study. 

Southern  Baptist  churches  claimed  six 
of  the  top  10,  including  three  in  Houston 
which  ranked  1-2-3  in  a  1986  study. 

Second  Baptist  Church  in  Houston  was 
rated  the  fastest-growing  church  in  the 
nation  among  any  denomination.  It 
gained  2,842  in  worship  attendance  dur¬ 
ing  the  12-month  period,  boosting  its  at¬ 
tendance  to  6,988. 

Placing  second  was  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Houston;  third  place  went  to 
that  city’s  Brentwood  Baptist  Church. 
Each  congregation  posted  a  2,100  net  gain. 

In  a  state-by-state  tally,  the  Assembly 
of  God  denomination  had  the  fastest- 
growing  churches  in  15  states,  and  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  led  in  seven  states. 


PHOTO  BY  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

MANILA,  Philippines— A  youth  leader  directs  intermediate  activities  during  Central  United  Methodist  Church’s 
summer  program  of  outreach  to  children  in  surrounding  slum  areas. 
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A  FISH  Story  —  Working  to  solve  world  hunger 


TAKING  A  CLOSER  LOOK 


Md.  Jalalludin  is  pictured  inspecting  experimental  wheat.  Jalalludin  is  involved  in  the  FISH 
project  at  LSU,  working  toward  helping  his  country  learn  to  produce  enough  food.  This  project  is  funded  through  the  Louisiana 
Methodist  World  Hunger  Scholarship. 


The  problem  of  world  hunger  is  so 
complex  and  so  overwhelming  that 
sometimes  we  tend  to  think  that  there 
are  no  solutions.  At  Louisiana  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  however,  one  person  under  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  World  Hunger 
Scholarship,  also  known  as  FISH  (For  In¬ 
digenous  Self  Help),  is  taking  a  very  sen¬ 
sible  approach  toward  the  alleviation  of 
hunger  in  his  native  country. 

The  country  is  Bangladesh,  a  primari¬ 
ly  agricultural  nation  whose  principal 
food  crops  are  rice  and  wheat.  But  even 
in  an  agricultural  country,  how  can 
enough  food  be  produced  if  80  percent  of 
the  farmers  are  too  poor  to  buy  fertiliz¬ 
er,  pesticides  and  farm  machinery,  and 
if  their  lack  of  education  prevents  them 
from  employing  high-tech  management 
practices  in  areas  where  adverse  envi¬ 
ronmental  conditions  would  normally 
mandate  such  practices? 

Md.  Jalalludin,  a  scientist/student 
working  on  his  P.h.D.  in  plant  breeding 
and  genetics,  has  as  his  approach  to  this 
problem  the  improvement  of  the  actual 
wheat  plant,  itself.  His  objective  is  to 
have  productive  plants  capable  of  with¬ 


standing  the  varying  environmental  con¬ 
ditions  of  his  country,  thereby  reducing 
the  need  for  advanced  management 
techniques.  In  his  words,  “My  disserta¬ 
tion  research  involves  yield  stability  of 
wheat  cultivars  grown  across  variable 
environments.”  He  goes  on  to  say, 
“Farmers  have  to  grow  crops  under  rel¬ 
atively  low  management  conditions,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  to  grow  crops  in 
marginal  land  under  less  controlled  envi¬ 
ronments.” 

Although  Jalalludin  has  master’s  de¬ 
grees  in  agriculture  and  agronomy  and 
13  years  of  experience  in  Bangladesh  as 
plant  breeder,  training  specialist  and 
rice  production  specialist,  one  quickly 
realizes  when  talking  with  him  that  he  is 
not  all  scientist.  He  is  a  sensitive  person, 
an  extremely  interesting  man  to  talk 
with,  a  husband  and  a  father  to  one  son. 
13  and  one  daughter,  nine.  He  likes  to  listen 
to  music,  mostly  classical  but  some  jazz, 
and  likes  to  be  in  the  company  of  friends. 
In  expressing  his  appreciation  for  the  op¬ 
portunity  that  FISH  has  afforded  him  to 
serve  his  people,  he  says,  “With  the 
blessings  of  God,  this  is  . . .  possible  by 


the  financial  support  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  World  Hunger  Scholar¬ 
ships  and  by  the  moral  support  and  en¬ 
couragement  of  Dr.  William  H.  Patrick 
Jr." 

It  is  exciting  to  realize  that  we  Louisi¬ 
ana  United  Methodists  are  a  part  of  such 
an  outstanding  program,  one  that  allows 
highly  qualified  scientists  from  countries 
which  do  not  produce  enough  food  for 
their  own  people  to  pursue  advanced  de¬ 
grees  in  the  U.S.,  with  commitments  to 
return  to  work  with  their  governments 
toward  eliminating  the  root  causes  of 
hunger.  Additional  information  about  the 
program  can  be  obtained  by  contacting 
Dr.  Patrick  at  the  Department  of  Marine 
Sciences  at  LSU.  Churches,  groups  or  in¬ 
dividuals  may  participate  by  sending  fi¬ 
nancial  gifts  through  the  Conference 
Treasurer,  or  a  church  or  combination  of 
churches  may  wish  to  sponsor  a  particu¬ 
lar  student.  William  B.  Reily  Memorial 
University  Church,  Baton  Rouge  spon¬ 
sors  most  of  Jalalludin’s  scholarship. 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  World 
Hunger  Scholarship  is  an  Advance  Spe¬ 
cial  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wes¬ 
ley’s  "Heart  Warming”  experience  was 
celebrated  at  First  UMC,  Jonesville  dur¬ 
ing  morning  worship  on  May  22.  Later 
that  afternoon,  the  One  Way  Singers,  teen 
Christian  music  singers  during  the  early 
70s,  had  a  reunion  and  presented  a  con¬ 
cert  of  their  favorite  selections.  Rev. 
Joseph  L.  Rountree  is  the  pastor. 

*  •  * 

A  revival  was  held  August  14-17  at  St. 
Andrew’s  UMC  in  Sterlington  with  the 


pastor  Rev.  Jim  Constable  bringing  the 
messages.  Then,  on  Sunday,  August  21, 
the  church  will  hold  their  annual  Home¬ 
coming  service  and  covered  dish  dinner 
at  the  church.  Other  recent  events  at 
St.  Andrew’s  have  included  Vacation 
Bible  School,  where  40  children  were 
enrolled,  and  a  church-wide  fish  fry 
and  an  ice  cream  social  to  welcome  the 
new  minister  and  his  wife. 

"Putting  the  Pieces  in  Place”  is  a  doc¬ 


umentary  and  series  of  26  talk  shows 
dealing  with  the  problems  and  needs  of 
children,  youth  and  families  and  is  now 
available  on  both  1/2  inch  and  3/4  inch 
video  tape.  These  tapes,  produced  by  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home, 
are  available  at  no  charge.  They  can  be 
used  on  many  local  cable  television  sys¬ 
tems  and  be  sponsored  by  a  local  church. 
For  more  information,  please  contact 
Augie  Aamodt,  Director  of  Development, 
P.O.  box  929,  Ruston,  LA  71273-0929. 


CELEBRATING  40  YEARS  OF  /MISSION 


><DMNCE 


Across  this  world  of  ours,  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  birthdays  is  an  ongoing  event.  Not 
only  is  this  true  for  individuals,  business¬ 
es  and  institutions  but  it  is  significantly 
true  for  our  church  as  this  year  United 
Methodists  are  celebrating  40  years  of 
the  Advance  for  Christ  and  his  church. 

The  Advance  became  an  approved 
Methodist  Church  outreach  program  dur¬ 
ing  the  June  1948  General  Conference. 
Church  members  wanted  to  give  more 
than  what  was  required  of  them  in  order 
to  alleviate  some  of  the  human  suffering 
they  saw  across  our  country  and  our 
land.  Out  of  this  desire  was  born  a  fund 


of  voluntary,  second-mile  giving.  Gifts 
by  Methodist  people  currently  support 
more  than  2,000  different  mission  out¬ 
reach  projects  globally  and  have  seen 
people  give  more  than  $500  million  to  the 
Advance  since  it  was  initiated  40  years 
ago.  Without  a  doubt,  there  is  cause  for 
celebrating,  and  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations  throughout  the  land  are  par¬ 
ticipating  in  various  ways  in  the 
celebration  of  these  great  achievements 
by  the  Advance  program. 

Significantly,  any  administrative  and 
promotional  costs  for  the  Advance  are 
paid  from  other  United  Methodist  re¬ 


sources.  This  guarantees  that  100  per¬ 
cent  of  all  gifts  to  Advance  projects  goes 
to  those  specific  projects  elected  by  the 
contributors.  Because  United  Methodists 
care  and  are  willing  to  share,  they  have 
given  more  than  140,000  gifts  every  year, 
with  20,000  congregations  participating, 
making  it  possible  for  churches  in  more 
than  60  countries  to  benefit  from  the  Ad¬ 
vance. 

An  appealing  factor  to  United  Method¬ 
ists  is  that  no  gift  to  the  Advance  is  too 
small.  A  monthly  gift  of  $10  supports 
leadership  training  for  refugee  women 
and  girls  in  Africa,  Asia  or  Latin  Ameri¬ 


ca.  Everytime  a  United  Methodist  shares 
by  giving  to  the  Advance,  it  makes  a  pos¬ 
itive  difference  in  the  life  of  someone 
else  across  this  world  of  ours.  It  could  be 
a  homeless  earthquake  victim  in  Guate¬ 
mala  —  a  pastor  in  Alaska  needing 
salary  support  —  or  a  young  child  in 
Mozambique  suffering  from  the  ravages 
of  civil  war,  famine  and  drought. 

Any  individual  can  give  to  the  Ad¬ 
vance.  Local  church  groups,  such  as  Sun¬ 
day  School  classes,  United  Methodist 
Women,  United  Methodist  Men,  prayer 
groups  and  others  who  wish  to  partici¬ 


pate  in  such  a  program  may  do  so,  and 
are  encouraged  to  give  a  helping  hand.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  Advance  is  “the 
biggest  little  bargain”  in  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  One  of  the  best  ways 
your  church  can  celebrate  the  Advance 
and  its  continued  service  to  humanity  is 
to  become  “a  partner  in  missions” 
through  the  giving  of  your  gifts  and  the 
acceptance  of  various  projects  for  the 
sake  of  others.  The  Advance  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  expansion  over  the  next  40 
years.  Priority  programs  for  the  future 
will  include  a  strategy  for  dealing  with 
population  changes  throughout  our  coun¬ 


try,  improved  growth  of  partner 
churches  around  the  world,  and  a  more 
effective  involvement  in  relief  and  reha¬ 
bilitation  efforts  wherever  they  are 
needed  or  wherever  the  cause  might  be 
great  and  urgent. 

The  July  Coordinated  Mailing  suggests 
ways  that  your  church  can  celebrate  the 
40th  birthday  of  the  Advance.  Churches 
across  the  state  are  encouraged  to  refer 
to  this  mailing  and  to  celebrate  what  you 
have  done  in  the  past  for  Advance  spe¬ 
cial  giving  and  what  you  can  do  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  to  become  a  part  of  a  ministry  that 
helps  others! 


UMW  held  Conference  School 


of  Christian  Mission  in  Shreveport 


Members  of  United  Methodist  Women 
and  Ministers  of  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  met  at  Centenary  College  July  19-24 
to  attend  the  1988  Schools  of  Christian 
Mission.  The  School  is  the  primary  set¬ 
ting  for  mission  education  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

The  theme  was  “Human  Value  — 
Christian  Hope.”  The  studies  were  “Ruth 
and  Esther,”  taught  by  Rev.  Fay  Barr- 
hartung;  “Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our  Midst,” 
taught  by  Joyce  Elaine  Fish,  Rev.  Gary 
Appleton,  and  Dr.  George  W.C.  Calvin 
Sr.;  and  “South  Africa,”  taught  by  Mar¬ 
garet  Bryan,  Rev.  Ester  Hammond,  and 
Sally  Couvillion. 


Schools  of  Christian  Mission  are  the 
primary  setting  for  mission  education  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  Ministers 
earn  continuing  education  credit  and 
many  of  the  participants  teach  in  district 
mini  schools  and  local  churches.  The 
schools  offer  an  opportunity  for  educa¬ 
tion,  fellowship  and  spiritual  growth. 
The  studies  are  chosen  by  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  conjunction  with  the 
women’s  division. 

Officer  update  sessions  were  also  held. 
The  conference  UMW  officers  met  with 
their  district  and  local  counterparts  to 
plan  coming  events  and  discuss  ways  to 
implement  the  program. 


t. 

GIVING  THE  LESSON  —  Rev.  Ester  Hammond  is  pictured  teaching  the  study 
for  “South  Africa”  during  the  recent  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission. 


HAVING  FUN  —  The  Shreveport,  Ruston,  Monroe  and  Alexandria  districts  had 
111  campers  at  the  July  11-15  Elementary  5-6  Camp  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre 
in  Minden.  Rev.  Terral  T.  Lowe  was  the  director. 


r » 


HAPPY  CAMPERS  —  Pictured  are  participants  of  the  Junior  High  I  Camp  at 
Caney  Conference  Centre  in  Minden.  held  June  27-July  1.  Rev.  Hugh  Warren  and 
Rev.  Larry  Miller  directed  the  camp.  There  were  12  adult  counselors  and  74  camp¬ 
ers  who  survived  the  record  heat  wave  of  105°  that  week. 


ACTIVE  CAMPERS  —  The  Lake  Charles  District  Junior  High  Summer  Camp 
was  held  July  25-29  at  the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  with  45  campers  and  10  coun¬ 
selors  in  attendance.  In  addition  to  the  usual  studies  and  activities,  they  enjoyed  a 
canoe  trip  on  the  Uskichitto  River,  an  exceptionally  good  stunt  night,  late  night 
dance  and  late,  late  night  swim.  The  camp  was  directed  by  Rev.  Spiller  Milton. 


-Around  the  Conference- 


*  fc  i  _ 

GROWING  GREAT  —  The  Lake  Charles  District  UMW  are  growing  with  the  re¬ 
cent  addition  of  the  newly  organized  UMW  unit  of  the  Korean  UMC  in  Leesville.  The 
officers  of  the  group  have  been  installed  and  were  presented  their  Certificate  of  Or¬ 
ganization  by  Julia  Heard,  district  membership  chairperson,  assisted  by  Margaret 
Guth,  President  of  the  St.  Luke-Simpson  unit.  The  new  officers  are  pictured  with 
Pastor  Chung  Baek  Kim. 
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Sharpening  the  focus  on  ‘Last  Temptation  of  Chris  f 

How  did  we  get  to  where  we  are? 


Editorials  ■■ 


Universal  deserves  ‘best  hornswoggle’  Oscar 


If  the  following  reads  like  a  familiar 
Hollywood  plot,  it  probably  isn’t  accidental: 

Famous  film  company  announces 
plans  to  release  movie  graphically  por¬ 
traying  “human”  Jesus  tempted  by  sex- 
.  .  .  news  angers  large  numbers  of 
Christians. ..  resulting  protests  include 
offer  to  buy,  destroy  film. . .  “wounded” 
film  company  runs  expensive  series  of 
ads  denouncing  buy-out  bid  as  effort  to 
stifle  “free  speech.” 

Nationwide  uproar  ensues. . .  “Time,” 
"Newsweek,”  “Nightline”  do  feature 
stories. . .  at  peak  of  furor,  besieged 
film  company  releases  movie  ahead  of 
schedule  so  “the  people  can  decide  for 
themselves". ..  critics  give  film  mixed 
reviews,  but  controversy  produces 
smashing  box-office  success. 

Sound  familiar?  It  should.  Except  for 
the  yet-to-be-determined  ending,  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  Universal  Pictures’  ballyhooed 
film,  “The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ,” 
follow  that  scenario  (see  UMR,  July  22- 
Aug  12  and  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

In  our  judgment,  that  scenario  did  not 
merely  “happen.”  Rather,  it  was  con¬ 
trived  by  Universal  Pictures  to  hype  a 
film  that  otherwise  figured  to  have  only 
marginal  box-office  appeal. 

We  believe  Universal’s  deceptive  hype 
and  manipulation  of  people  and  events 
deserves  an  Oscar  for  “best  hornswog¬ 
gle.’'  and  another  for  “greatest  insensi¬ 
tivity  to  all  that  Christians  hold  sacred.” 

Specifically,  we  believe  the  events  lead- 
ng  to  the  film’s  release  (see  related  chro¬ 
nology  elsewhere  on  this  page),  even  if  not 
intentionally  “scripted”  in  every  detail,  re¬ 
flect  an  orchestrated  effort  by  Universal 
Pictures:  (1)  to  create  a  public  controversy 
about  the  film  and  (2)  to  manipulate  the 
controversy  so  as  to  maximize  public  curi¬ 
osity  and  then  declare  “everybody  wants 
to  see  it,  so  why  wait  to  release  it”? 

It  is  entirely  understandable  why  most 
Christians  would  fee  offended  by  a  film 
they  believed  to  be  "shot  through  with 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  has 
long  engendered  controversy. 

However,  recent  actions  on  the  part  of 
Universal  Pictures,  distributor  of  the  film 
made  from  the  novel  of  the  same  name, 
appear  to  have  been  orchestrated  deliber¬ 
ately  to  fan  outrage  among  Christians, 
thus  heightening  the  marketability  of  a 
low-budget  religious  film  with  limited  ap¬ 
peal  (see  related  editorials  on  this  page). 

The  following  chroriology  traces  the 
book  and  a  series  of  actions  of  by  Uni¬ 
versal  Pictures  to  promote  interest  in 
the  film: 

1955:  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ" 
by  Nikos  Kazantzakis  is  published  in 
Greek.  The  author  is  already  under  a 
threat  of  excommunication  from  the 
Greek  Orthodox  Church  as  a  result  of  an 
earlier  work,  “The  Greek  Passion.” 

1957:  Kazantzakis  dies  of  leukemia. 
According  to  biographical  notes  in  the 
novel’s  English  translation,  the  Arch¬ 
bishop  of  Athens  refuses  to  let  Kazantza¬ 
kis’  body  lie  in  state  in  a  church  in  the 
normal  manner.  Kazantzakis’  remains 
are  taken  to  Crete,  where  he  is  granted  a 
Christian  burial. 

1960:  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ” 
is  translated  into  English. 

1972:  Actress  Barbara  Hershey,  who 
plays  Mary  Magdalene  in  the  current 
film,  gives  a  copy  of  the  book  to  director 


Martin  Scorsese.  She  asks  to  play  Magda¬ 
lene  when  Mr.  Scorsese  makes  the  film. 

1983:  Mr.  Scorsese  attempts  to  begin 
filming  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 
His  sponsor,  Paramount  Pictures,  with¬ 
draws  just  weeks  before  shooting  is  to 
begin,  apparently  bowing  to  protests  by 
religious  leaders  about  the  book’s  depic¬ 
tion  of  Jesus. 

Dec.  28,  1984:  The  Reporter  warns  in 
an  editorial  that  Christians  are  being 
duped  by  rumors  of  a  forthcoming  por¬ 
nographic  film  on  “the  sex  life  of  Jesus”. 
There  was  no  relationship  between  those 
rumors  and  "Last  Temptation.” 

Distribution  announced 

Dec.  14,  1987:  Universal  Pictures  and 
Cineplex  Odeon  Films  announce  they  will 
distribute  ‘The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ,”  which  has  been  made  in  Morocco 
by  Mr.  Scorsese  on  a  $6.5  million  budget. 

January  1988:  Universal  hires  produc¬ 
er  and  promoter  Tim  Penland,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Foursquare  Gospel  Church  in 
Los  Angeles,  to  “build  bridges”  to  the 
Christian  community. 

Feb.  29:  Universal,  by  letter,  invites 
numerous  religious  leaders  nationwide 
to  an  advance  screening  of  the  film. 
Among  those  invited  are  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist  minister 
who  heads  the  American  Family  Associ¬ 
ation  and  is  now  leading  a  protest  of  the 
film;  and  the  Rev.  Kathleen  LaCamera, 


blasphemy”  and  to  contain  “gratuitous 
nudity  and  sex,”  as  some  reviewers  have 
charged. 

Universal  Pictures,  by  ignoring  the 
spiritual  sensibilities  of  Christians  and 
limiting  its  public  defense  of  “Last 
Temptation”  to  the  issue  of  “free 
speech,”  has  added  insult  to  injury.  No 
one  has  questioned  Universal’s  legal 
right  to  make  and  distribute  the  film. 

We  find  even  more  reason  for  outrage 
in  Universal’s  cynical  exploitation  of 
Christians’  reverence  for  our  Lord,  Jesus 
Christ,  to  turn  a  quick  profit. 


We  understand  the  desire  of  many 
Christians  to  register  their  disapproval  by 
protesting  outside  theaters  where  “Last 
Temptation”  is  being  shown,  by  signing 
petitions  condemning  the  film  or  by  decid¬ 
ing  to  boycott  the  film  and  all  other  prod¬ 
ucts  and  services  related  to  the  corporate 
entity  producing  it,  MCA-Universal. 

We  would  not  criticize  the  sincerity  of 
persons  responding  in  those  ways.  We  do 
question  the  wisdom  and  effectiveness  of 
such  responses  to  the  evil  at  hand. 

There  is  only  one  effective  means  of 
combatting  exploitative  hype:  ignore  it. 


Reviewpoint 

Peeling  back  the  layers 
of  movie’s  hype ,  meaning 


Well-meaning  Christians  can  become  accomplices 


Sad  but  true:  Christians  who  most  quick¬ 
ly  and  most  vocally  protested  “The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ"  bear  no  small  mea¬ 
sure  of  responsibility  for  whatever  box-of¬ 
fice  success  the  film  enjoys. 

Although  their  intentions  were  well- 
meaning,  those  who  sent  out  mass  mail¬ 
ings  protesting  “Last  Temptation,”  and 
those  who  offered  to  buy  it  in  order  to  de¬ 
stroy  it,  played  squarely  into  the  hands 
of  Universal  Pictures’  ploy  to  market  the 


film  (see  related  editorials  and  articles 
elsewhere  on  this  page). 

As  a  low  budget  religious  film— a  type 
of  movie  that  typically  is  not  a  “hit”- 
"Last  Temptation”  quite  likely  would 
have  enjoyed  a  short  life  with  limited  ap¬ 
peal  and  impact. 

As  it  turns  out,  Universal  skillfully 
took  advantage  of  a  history  of  predict¬ 
able  overreaction  by  some  well-meaning 
religious  leaders.  The  result  is  a  level  of 


How  should  we  deal  with  sacrilege? 


What  should  we  do  when  we  hear 
someone  attack  our  Lord  or  make  fun  of 
us  for  being  Christians? 

That  is  always  a  timely  question  but 
especially  today  in  light  of  the  furor  the 
movie,  “'hie  Last  Temptation  of  Christ,” 
is  raising  among  Christians. 

It  is  easy  to  get  worked  up  and  to  over¬ 
react  when  something  we  hold  sacred  is 
belittled.  Hence  it  is  important  that  we 
think  clearly  and  carefully  before  we  re¬ 
act  (see  preceding  editorials). 

In  some  situations,  aggressive  public 
rebuttals  and  protests  are  in  order.  In 
others,  quiet  expressions  of  concern  to 
persons  in  a  position  to  alter  the  situa¬ 
tion  are  preferable. 

In  still  other  situations,  the  best  path 
may  be  a  carefully  considered  decision 
to  ignore  those  who  would  use  our  deep 
Christian  commitments  to  promote  a  du¬ 
bious  commercial  enterprise. 

In  all  situations,  including  question¬ 


able  movies  about  the  life  of  Jesus,  it  is 
important  to  remind  ourselves  that  hu¬ 
mans  cannot  destroy  God  or  God’s 
truth— no  matter  how  foolish  our  words 
and  actions  might  be.  Likewise,  it  is  ludi¬ 
crous  to  suggest,  as  some  well-meaning 
Christians  have  in  recent  weeks,  that  a 
single  movie  could  do  irreparable  harm 
to  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Regardless  of  the  appropriate  action, 
the  appropriate  spirit  in  all  situations  is 
modeled  and  taught  by  Jesus  himself 
about  those  who  would  persecute  us  and 
bear  false  witness  against  us. 

In  our  indignation  toward  such  persons 
and  their  actions,  we  should  remember 
our  Lord’s  witness  on  the  cross:  “Forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do.” 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


public  interest  the  film  could  never  have 
attained  on  its  own. 

To  our  discredit,  many  Christians 
have  shown  a  tendency  to  swallow  and 
spread  unfounded  rumors  about  sup¬ 
posed  threats  to  our  faith.  One  case  in 
point  is  the  decade-long  campaign  to 
thwart  a  non-existent  plot  by  atheists  to 
remove  all  religious  broadcasting  from 
the  airwaves. 

A  similar  rumor  has  surfaced  repeat¬ 
edly  and  spread  wildly  during  the  last  de¬ 
cade:  that  a  pornographic  film  on  “the 
sex  life  of  Jesus”  is  imminent.  No  reli¬ 
able  evidence  has  ever  surfaced  that 
such  a  film  is  in  the  works.  But  that  fear 
was  a  part  of  the  climate  that  enabled 
the  “Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  contro¬ 
versy/hype  to  be  created. 

As  Christians,  we  should  be  prepared 
always  to  defend  our  Lord  and  the  integ¬ 
rity  of  our  faith.  With  the  sweeping  influ¬ 
ence  of  mass  media  in  our  society,  we 
cannot  look  with  indifference  at  depic¬ 
tions  that  demean  or  make  fun  of  what 
we  hold  most  sacred. 

But  as  stewards  of  truth,  and  as  follow¬ 
ers  of  One  we  know  to  be  the  Way,  the 
Truth  and  the  Life,  we  must  be  careful  not 
to  let  ourselves  be  sucked  into  actions  that 
undermine  rather  than  bear  witness  to  the 
Christian  gospel. 


CHICAGO— “Where  there’s  work, 
there’s  dirt,”  my  taxi  driver  said. 

He  was  taking  me  f 
to  a  rendezvous  with  | 
the  commercial  re-w 
lease  of  the  film,| 

"The  Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ"  (see ? 
related  articles  else- 1 
where  in  this  issue). 

A  reflective  type  in  I 
the  mold  of  canny  cab  Stephen  Swecker 
drivers  everywhere,  he  was  responding  to 
my  query  about  the  hyped  and  heated  con¬ 
troversy  connected  with  the  film. 

He  added:  “Work  causes  sweat,  grime, 
unpleasantness.  But  hey,  man,  struggle 
isn’t  pretty.  You  know  what  I  mean?” 

I  thought  I  did.  But  I’m  not  sure  even  he 
realized  the  depth  his  insight  would  prove 
to  have  beyond  its  descriptive  accuracy. 

More  than  he  could  know,  particularly 
since  he  hadn’t  seen  the  film,  his  epithet 
helps  to  penetrate  several  layers  of  mean¬ 
ing  in  the  uproar  over  “Last  Temptation.” 

In  the  first  layer,  his  words  describe  the 
chaos  I  saw  when  he  left  me  at  the  theater. 

It  was  a  mob  scene 

It  was  a  mob  scene.  Incredibly,  at  mid¬ 
day  in  sweltering  heat,  hundreds  of 
sweaty,  noisy  people  already  had  gath¬ 
ered  in  front  of  the  ticket  sales  office. 

They  were  "working,”  some  literally, 
such  as  the  media— TV  crews,  news  re¬ 
porters,  photographers.  Others,  like  me, 
struggled  to  get  a  place  in  line. 

Still  others  paraded  in  front  of  the  box 
office  to  protest  the  film.  Some  chanted, 
“He  didn’t  sin.”  Placards  were  being 
pumped  up  and  down  displaying  messages 
such  as,  “Divine  yes,  human  yes,  sinned 
no.”  Young  children  handed  out  religious 


Shall  we  tamper  with  traditions? 
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To  the  Editor: 

I  want  to  thank  Ms.  Barbara  Wendland 
for  her  challenging  comments  about  ju¬ 
risdictional  conference  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
5).  I.  too,  was  a  delegate  to  our  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference. 

I  cherished  the  opportunity,  felt 
blessed  by  the  worship  experiences,  en¬ 
joyed  the  fellowship,  and  felt  pride  in  the 
realization  of  the  many  outstanding  can¬ 
didates  for  bishop  our  denomination  has. 
However,  I  was  haunted  by  the  concern 
about  stewardship. 

While  I  recognize  the  value  of  a  con- 
nectional  system,  do  we  have  the  cour¬ 
age  to  seriously  consider  major  surgery 
on  our  “super  structure?” 

Are  we  willing  to  tamper  with  tradi¬ 
tions?  If  it  means  that  we  can  be  more 
faithful  in  our  primary  task— that  of 
serving  Christ  and  leading  others  to  him 
—I  hope  our  answer  is  a  resounding  yes! 

Roger  B.  Tanquist 
Fairmont,  Minnesota 

A  serious  flaw  in  thinking 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Jaime  Potter-Miller  in  the 
Aug.  5  “My  Witness”  column  headlined, 
"We  were  ’havin’  church’,”  reveals  what 
I  regard  as  serious  flaw  in  the  thinking 
of  many  of  our  people  who  support  gen¬ 
der  inclusiveness. 

Ms.  Potter-Miller  evidently  is  motivat¬ 
ed  and  directed  by  an  ideology  rather 
than  by  a  commitment  to  the  Christian 
religion. 

By  her  own  words,  the  election  of  a 
woman  to  the  episcopacy  at  the  North¬ 
eastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  gave 
momentum  to  her  beloved  “movement.” 
She  did  not  indicate  how  this  election 
would  enhance  the  work  of  the  church.  It 
was  an  end  in  itself. 

This  is  one  among  numerous,  frequent, 
instances  in  which  feminists  show  them¬ 
selves  to  be  concerned  about  women’s 


rights  first  and  all  else  second. 

The  improvement  of  Ms.  Potter- 
Miller’s  spiritual  state  brought  about  by 
the  election  of  a  woman  to  the  episcopa¬ 
cy  is  dubious.  She  was  oh  so  dry!  Then 
her  spirit  was  refreshed  by  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  boost  for  the  feminists  movement. 

This  does  not  sound  like  joy  in  the  Lord 
to  me.  It  sounds  like  hurrah  for  our  side! 
Her  partisanship  is  obvious. 

I  find  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
believe  that  spiritual  dryness  can  be 
overcome  by  anything  so  unspiritual  as 
the  election  of  a  bishop. 

Surely  Ms.  Potter-Miller  needs  to  reas¬ 
sess  the  nature  of  her  experience. 

David  C.  Paul 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Two  articles  commended 

To  the  Editor: 

This  letter  is  written  as  a  positive  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  two  fine  articles  in  the  July 
15  Reporter  by  G.  W.  French  and  Vick¬ 
ery  Dougherty. 

Indeed  declining  membership  numbers 
do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  They  are  but 
a  symptom  of  the  real  crisis  in  our 
church  body  today. 

Quite  frankly,  we  as  a  church  do  not 
put  out  much  effort  to  reach  out  to  the 
lost  (unchurched)  population  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.  In  our  district  we  have  a  slo¬ 
gan  that  says,  “We  have  something  to 
share,”  but  what  we  share  often  does  not 
begin  to  tell  a  person  where  to  find  our 
savior,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

In  fact  during  most  Sunday  sermons 
we  do  not  share  the  gospel  of  Jesus.  We 
do  not  often  mention  that  Jesus  came  to 
this  dying  world  to  save  the  lost  sinner. 

Rarely  if  ever  are  the  unsaved  visitors 
in  our  congregation  asked  at  the  end  of  a 
service  to  come  forward  to  the  altar  to 
pray  and  give  their  souls  to  Jesus. 

My  ponclusion  is  simple.  Until  we  as 
United  Methodist,  both  clergy  and  lay¬ 
men.  come  to  understand  the  immediate 


need  we  have  to  seek  God’s  will  through 
prayer  and  living  the  Christian  life,  we 
will  witness  not  just  decline  but  a  church 
in  full  retreat. 

We  need  a  revival  just  to  survive.  We 
need  commitment  to  our  faith  to  see 
growth  again.  Revival  only  comes  by 
each  of  us  reading  and  living  the  Bible  in 
our  daily  lives. 

Larry  Matulich 
Stockton,  California 

Let’s  promote  our  schools 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  article 
headlined,  “SMU  president  says  UM 
schools  not  too  costly”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  5). 

In  this  article,  SMU  president,  Dr.  A.  K. 
Pye  said,  among  other  things,  that  "many 
people  don’t  realize  that  financial-aid 
packages  can  make  the  cost  (at  a  UM  col¬ 
lege)  much  less  difficult  to  cover.” 

This  is  without  a  doubt  true.  However,  I 
bet  that  most  United  Methodists  could  not 
even  name  the  UM-related  colleges  and 
universities  that  exist  in  their  state  or 
area,  let  alone  be  aware  of  what  they  cost! 

I  feel  the  church  has  neglected  to  fully 
inform  its  members  about  the  many  great 
educational  opportunities  that  exist  at 
United  Methodist  colleges  and  universities. 

I  think  every  UM  congregation  should 
have  a  bulletin  board  or  table  covered 
with  information  related  to  UM  higher 
education. 

Further,  I  would  love  to  see  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  “Catch  the  Spirit"  regularly 
profile  the  many  UM-related  colleges 
and  universities.  A  booklet  profiling  all 
UM-related  institutions  of  higher  educa¬ 
tion  regarding  costs  and  scholarships 
should  also  be  easily  accessible. 

With  the  church  fully  informing  the 
congregations  about  UM  higher  educa¬ 
tion,  everyone  will  benefit. 

Rudy  Hoffman 

Thompson  Station,  Tennessee 


tracts  and  urged  those  of  us  in  line  to  leave. 

Suggesting  the  situation’s  potential  for 
ugliness,  even  violence,  the  purses  and 
briefcases  of  those  admitted  into  the  the¬ 
ater  were  checked  by  security  people. 

Obviously,  the  film  producer’s  work— 
the  hype— had  succeeded.  It  sparked  an 
“event,"  albeit  a  potentially  nasty  one. 

Hence,  “Temptation’s”  first  layer  of 
meaning  is  a  societal  concern:  The  fact  that 
hype  “works”  at  all  is  a  sad  commentary, 
and  not  merely  on  this  particular  media 
event.  Our  widespread  susceptibility  to 
hype,  regardless  of  content,  is  surely  one  of 
the  most  telling  symptoms  of  our  collective 
spiritual  malaise  and  emptiness. 

The  taxi  driver’s  insight  helps  pene¬ 
trate  to  another  layer  of  meaning. 

Specifically,  struggle  isn’t  pretty,  partic¬ 
ularly  when  it  pits  Christians  against  each 
other.  I  couldn’t  have  predicted  how  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  that  reality  would  pain  me. 

Self-identified  believers  waiting  in  line 
for  tickets  dripped  with  contempt  for 
placard-bearing  Christians  opposite 
them.  Afterwards,  a  picketing  clergy¬ 
man  labeled  as  “shallow  people”  fellow 
Christians  who  said  they  liked  the  film. 

Thus,  “Temptation’s”  next  layer  is  two¬ 
fold:  First,  hype  that  promotes  such  reli¬ 
gious  acrimony,  and  that  contrives  and/ 
or  exploits  “dirt”  such  as  division  among 
Christians,  is  reprehensible.  Bitter  wars 
and  civil  strife  resulting  from  such  divi¬ 
sions  repeatedly  teach  that  lesson. 

Film  isn't  a  litmus  test 

Secondly,  it  will  be  deeply  unfortunate 
if  one’s  assessment  of  this  film,  including 
a  decision  to  view  or  not  to  view  it,  were 
to  become  a  litmus  test  of  one’s  Christian 
credentials.  Followers  of  Christ  surely 
should  be  able  to  disagree  about  matters 
such  as  this  or  any  movie  without  suc¬ 
cumbing  to  hostility  and  pettiness. 

The  final  layer  to  which  the  cabbie’s 
words  point  is  the  film  itself. 

“Temptation"  has  unfortunate  flaws,  no¬ 
tably  a  scene  containing  gratuitous  nudity 
and  an  over-long  focus  on  Mary  Magdalene 
as  a  prostitute.  These  scenes  would  be  of¬ 
fensive  under  any  circumstances  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  so  for  many  to  resist  “Temptation.” 

On  the  whole,  however,  the  film  is  more 
reverent  and  constructive  than  I  had  ex¬ 
pected.  It  is  too  long  (153  minutes).  But  it  is 
not  unqualifiedly  “blasphemous”  or  “hereti¬ 
cal”  as  some  Christian  critics  who  hadn’t 
seen  it  charged  in  advance  of  its  release. 

It  does  not  mock  God  or  Jesus. 

It  does  not  suggest  Jesus  sinned. 

It  does  not  deny  Jesus’  divinity. 

It  does  not  imply  homosexual  conduct. 

It  does  not  contain  salacious  sex. 

It  does  not  show  eating  of  human  flesh. 

It  does  acknowledge  that  it  is  based  on 
a  work  of  fiction,  not  on  the  Scriptures. 

It  portrays  Jesus’  human  struggle  in 
the  most  positive  sense,  as  an  intensely 
excruciating  effort  to  heed  God’s  call  to 
fidelity,  integrity  and  renunciation. 

Hence  layer  number  three:  “Tempta¬ 
tion"  shows  that  the  human  struggle  to 
obey  God’s  will  is  not  always  pleasant  or 
pretty.  And  it  shows  that  struggle  with  a 
gritty  realism  that  not  everyone  will  ap¬ 
preciate  or  find  beneficial. 

However,  a  line  near  the  end  of  the 
film  effectively  drives  home  the  point 
about  the  importance  of  struggle.  The 
line  applied  to  Jesus’  efforts  to  heed  His 
call  from  God.  But  it  also  applies  to  our 
efforts  to  heed  Jesus'  call  to  follow  Him: 
“Without  sacrifice,  there  is  no  salvation.” 

Most  of  the  audience  I  was  with  ap¬ 
plauded  shortly  after  that  line,  at  mov¬ 
ie’s  end,  when  Jesus  conquers  the  “last 
temptation”  to  live  a  normal  human  life. 

I  wondered  at  their  response:  Are  they, 
and  we,  hungry  for  a  call  to  heroic,  sacri¬ 
ficial  struggle— and  more  tired  of  empty 
hype— than  we  sometimes  imagine? 

If  so,  the  furor  over  “Last  Temptation" 
may  contain  an  unexpectedly  hopeful 
twist  about  people’s  readiness  to  hear  and 
heed  Jesus’  demanding  call:  “Follow  Me.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


media  critic  for  the  UM-produced  televi¬ 
sion  program  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

In  a  July  letter  urging  a  boycott  o£:the 
film  and  those  distributing  it,  Mr.  Wild¬ 
mon  says  Universal  promised  his  input 
would  be  taken  into  account  in  the  film’s 
final  editing.  Ms.  LaCamera  tells  the  Re¬ 
porter  in  July  she  does  not  recall  any 
such  assurance  from  Universal. 

June  7:  Universal  learns  that  an  early 
version  of  the  film  script  is  being  circu¬ 
lated  by  Mr.  Wildmon  according  to  a 
Universal  press  release  dated  June  16. 

June  10:  This  is  the  date  date,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Tim  Penland,  that  Universal  origi¬ 
nally  set  the  screen  the  film  for  religious 
leaders. 

June  12:  Tim  Penland  resigns  from  his 
contract  with  Universal.  He  later  tells 
the  Reporter  he  resigned  because  he  felt 
Universal  had  acted  in  bad  faith  by  re¬ 
neging  on  its  agreement  to  screen  the 
film  for  religious  leaders. 

June  13:  Universal,  according  to  the 
June  16  press  release,  learns  that  the 
film  will  not  be  delivered  by  Mr.  Scor¬ 
sese  until  August. 

July  11:  A  group  of  Los  Angeles  area 
media  professionals  publish  an  adver¬ 
tisement  in  the  “Hollywood  Reporter” 
trade  newspaper  asking  Universal  not  to 
release  the  film. 

July  12:  A  group  of  concerned  Chris¬ 
tians  in  Los  Angeles  announces  its  pro¬ 
test  of  the  film.  In  addition,  the  Rev.  Bill 
Bright,  national  president  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ,  offers  $10  million  to 
purchase  the  film  in  order  to  destroy  it. 

On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Scorsese  screens 
a  “work-in-progress”  for  selected  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  in  New  York,  according  to 
“The  New  York  Times.” 

Mr.  Penland  and  Mr.  Wildmon  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  this  screening  but  choose  not  to  go. 

Among  those  who  do  preview  the  film 
are  Evelyn  Dukovic,  executive  vice  pres¬ 
ident  of  Morality  in  Media;  the  Rev. 
William  Fore,  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  National  Council  of 
Churches;  and  Ms.  LaCamera. 

As  a  result  of  Ms  Dukovic’s  report  on 
the  film,  Morality  in  Media  calls  for  the 
first  boycott  of  its  25-year  history. 

July  21:  Universal  publishes  a  full- 
page  advertisement  in  “The  New  York 
Times”  and  subsequently  in  other  major 
newspapers  castigating  Dr.  Bright  for 
offering  to  buy  the  film  to  destroy  it. 

The  unsigned  advertisement  portrays 
the  controversy  in  the  narrow  context 
scope  of  a  First  Amendment  “freedom- 
of-expression”  issue  without  acknowl¬ 
edging  Christians’  concerns  over  the 
film’s  content. 

Refuse  to  answer  questions 

Universal  representatives  refuse  to 
answer  questions  about  the  controversy. 

July  25:  Universal  attempts  to  place 
the  same  advertisement  with  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  at  a  cost  of  $3,105.  The 
insertion  is  refused  by  the  editor  and  chief 
executive,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam 
III,  because  of  unanswered  questions 
about  the  film’s  content  and  the  ad’s  nar¬ 
row  characterization  of  the  controversy. 

July  28:  The  Reporter,  on  instruction 
from  Universal  publicist  Alan  Sutton,  sub¬ 
mits  a  formal  written  request  to  be  admit¬ 
ted  to  a  press  screening  of  the  film.  Mr. 
Sutton  assures  the  Reporter  its  represen¬ 
tatives  will  be  admitted  to  a  screening. 

July  29:  Mr.  Scorsese  delivers  the  fin¬ 
ished  film  to  Universal  Pictures. 

Aug.  3:  The  Reporter,  after  unsuccess¬ 
fully  attempting  for  days  to  get  a  Univer¬ 
sal  representative  to  respond  to  questions 
about  its  dealings  with  Mr.  Penland  and 
other  Christian  leaders,  submits  a  letter 
containing  its  questions  to  Mr.  Sutton. 

Aug.  4:  Josh  Baran,  a  California  mar¬ 
keting  consultant  hired  by  Universal,  in¬ 
forms  the  Reporter  that  the  film’s 
release  has  been  advanced  from  Sept.  23 
to  Aug.  12.  He  says:  “Everybody  wants  to 
see  it,  so  why  wait?” 

Aug.  8:  Catherine  Leach,  a  Universal 
spokeswoman  in  Los  Angeles,  says  the 
film  will  be  released  in  eight  markets: 
Los  Angeles,  San  Francisco,  Seattle,  To¬ 
ronto,  Minneapolis,  Chicago,  New  York 
and  Washington.  She  denies  the  Reporter 
access  to  any  of  these  screenings,  saying 
they  are  reserved  for  press  based  in 
those  markets. 

Aug.  12:  “The  Last  Temptation  of 
Christ”  opens  at  a  single  theater  in  each 
of  eight  cities,  more  than  five  weeks 
ahead  of  schedule. 

The  Reporter  flies  Associate  Editor 
Stephen  L.  Swecker  to  Chicago  to  view 
the  first  available  public  screening. 


Know  your  Bible ? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“Make  a  joyful  noise  to  the  Lord, 
all  the  lands!  Serve  the  Lord  with 
gladness!  Come  into  his  presence 
with  singing!” 


Book 


Chaple 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Romans  8:28) 

Readings  for  week  of  August  22 
Monday:  Psalm  67 
Tuesday:  2  Samuel  23:1-7 
Wednesday:  2  Samuel  23:8-12 
Thursday:  2  Samuel  23:13-23 
Friday:  Ephesians  5:21-33 
Saturday:  Ephesians  6:1-9 
Sunday:  John  6:55-69 
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‘Praise  the  Lord!  Yeah,  buddy!’ 


MACOMB,  III.— A  crowd  qf  teenagers  and  their  counselors  smile  and 
wave  their  hands  in  praise  during  one  of  the  plenary  sessions  of  “Youth  ’88: 
Celebrate  the  Vision.”  More  than  3,600  youths,  ages  14  through  17,  and  their 
adult  counselors  packed  the  campus  of  Western  Illinois  University  for  the 
Aug.  8-12  event,  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Disci- 
pleship.  The  turnout  took  the  event’s  organizers  by  surprise.  Worship  mate- 
'  rials,  programs  and  Bibles  printed  especially  for  the  gathering  were  gone 


before  all  participants  had  arrived.  Grammy  Award-winning  vocalist  Den¬ 
iece  Williams  was  featured  in  a  concert  on  the  first  evening.  Another  guest 
was  television  star  Lisa  Welchel,  formerly  of  “Facts  of  Life.”  A  highlight  of 
the  week  was  the  closing  worship  service  at  which  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Woodie  White  (Illinois  Area)  gave  the  gathering  guidelines  for  living  a 
Christian  life  (see  story  at  right).  Additional  coverage  of  the  event  will  be  in 
a  future  issue  of  the  Reporter. 
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Youth  ’88  urged 
to  spread  Gospel 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

" Celebrate ,  Celebrate,  Celebrate 
the  Vision.  Come  Celebrate  the  Vi¬ 
sion,  Youth  ’88 

C-E-L-E-B-R-A-T-E; 

CELEBRATE! 

MACOMB,  Ill.— Picture  a  college 
gymnasium,  filled  with  students  in  typi¬ 
cal  athletic  attire:  T-shirts,  gym  shoes, 
shorts  and  jeans. 

And  picture  them  singing,  laughing 
and  dancing— having  a  wonderful  time, 
as  only  youth  can  do. 

That  was  the  scene  in  Macomb,  home  of 
Western  Illinois  University.  But  the  3,650 
young  people  who  converged  on  this  cam¬ 
pus  amid  corn  fields  weren’t  attending  a 
rock  concert  or  a  basketball  game. 

The  United  Methodist  Youth  came  to  the 
General  Board  of  Disciples  hip-sponsored 
event  from  around  the  world  to  glorify  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  through  worship  and  in  song. 

Through  a  week  of  Bible  study,  work¬ 
shops,  counseling  sessions  and  worship 
services,  these  youth  learned  that  they 
are  called  to  celebrate  the  church,  com¬ 
mit  themselves  to  the  Lord  and  serve 
others  as  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

“When  you  go  back  home,  people  will 
wonder  what  you  did  here,”  said  Bishop 
Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area)  in  the 
closing  worship  service  Aug.  11.  “I  hope 
you  will  spread  the  good  news  that  you 
came  to  a  place  that  you  found  Jesus 
Christ  in  the  midst  of  youth  from  all  over 
the  world. 

“And  now  you’re  going  to  be  a  bit  bet¬ 
ter,  walk  just  a  little  taller,  feel  just  a  bit 
stronger,  love  just  a  bit  more  firmly. 
And  so,  your  friends  and  your  family  will 
know  that  you  have  something  special, 
and  you  can  share  what  that  is.” 

Bishop  White  described  a  woman  he 
met  when  he  was  17— the  same  age  as 
some  of  the  youths  in  the  audience.  He 


said  that  woman,  “Dr.  Newburg,”  made 
an  impact  on  his  life  by  challenging 
young  people  to  service  using  the  10 
“Newburg  principles.” 

“These  principles  seemed  to  guide  her 
life,  and  she  hoped  they  would  guide  my 
life,”  Bishop  White  said.  “And  I  give 
them  to  you  after  all  these  years  that 
I’ve  had  them,  as  servants  of  Christ:” 

1.  As  God’s  children,  always  love  God, 
and  treat  every  person  as  God’s  child. 

2.  Take  what  you  have,  and  make  what 
you  want,  and  your  skills  and  abilities 
will  always  make  room  for  you.  Take 
what  God  has  given  you,  and  use  it  be¬ 
cause  God  can  take  what  you  have  and 
do  extraordinary  things  with  you. 

3.  Never  allow  anyone  to  drag  you  so 
low  as  to  make  you  hate.  For  hate  de¬ 
stroys  finally  the  hater. 

4.  Burn  the  midnight  oil  to  achieve 
your  goals  and  always  study  to  become 
an  approved  person  of  God.  Achieve  ex¬ 
cellence!  Give  of  yourself— study.  And 
don’t  stop  until  you  do  it. 

5.  Have  respect  for  education.  And 
don’t  stop  short  of  the  highest  possible 
level  you  can  attain  in  your  faith  and 
work.  Whatever  (God  wants)  for  you,  you 
will  get  it. 

6.  Develop  a  smiling  face.  And  always 
be  gracious  to  everyone,  even  though  ev¬ 
eryone  is  not  gracious  to  you.  Treat  oth¬ 
ers  as  you  want  others  to  treat  you. 

7.  Stay  with  the  church  and  be  a  per¬ 
son  to  work  for  change  to  improve  the 
surroundings  wherever  you  find  yourself. 

8.  Your  body  is  a  temple  of  God.  Do 
nothing  to  mar  or  destroy  it. 

9.  In  all  you  do,  do  it  to  help  somebody. 

10.  Always  raise  your  eyes  to  the  hills 
from  where  your  help  comes.  God  who 
made  the  hills,  the  mountains  the  earth 
and  the  heaven  and  everything  in  them, 
can  and  will  open  doors  for  you  that  no 
one  can  open,  and  no  one  can  close.” 


flOO  and 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Methodism’s  dea- 
.  coness  movement  marked  its  100th  birth¬ 
day  by  contemplating  its  future— a  future 
likely  to  undergo  changes  as  part  of  a 
,  .  Christian  lay  ministry  evolving  worldwide. 

A  celebration  of  deaconess  history  and 
a  commitment  to  meet  the  future’s  chal- 
,  lenge  were  embraced  by  a  community  of 
about  150  deaconesses  and  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  gathered  Aug.  3-7  at  UM-relat- 
ed  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

The  office  of  deaconess  was  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church’s  General  Conference  in  1888. 

„ ,  Other  bodies  that  eventually  merged  into 
•the  United  Methodist  Church— United 
Brethren  in  Christ;  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church,  South;  Evangelical  Associa¬ 
tion;  and  the  Methodist  Protestant 
.  .  Church— followed  suit  in  the  late  19th 
and  early  20th  centuries. 

Becoming  a  deaconess  was  the  only 
/church  office  to  which  women  could  be 
.1  commissioned  around  the  turn  of  the 
;20th  century.  Then  and  now,  their  “call” 

.  to  ministry  has  been  as  Christian  lay  ser¬ 
vants  in  the  fields  of  education,  medicine 
,  .and  social  work. 

Home  missionaries— a  longtime  desig¬ 
nation  that  includes  both  men  and  wom- 
.  en— also  are  commissioned  to  servant 
.  ministries.  Home  missionaries  were  add- 
.  ed  to  the  Deaconess  Service  in  1964. 

Deaconesses  serve  worldwide 

.  .  Today  deaconesses  of  various  Chris- 
.  tian  denominations  are  serving  in  the 
, United  States,  Europe,  Africa,  Asia  and 
.  the  Pacific  islands. 

Amid  their  celebration  of  the  Methodist 
deaconess  centennial,  participants  in  the 
,  Kansas  City  convocation  immersed  them- 
,  selves  in  examining  current  mission  issues 
.and  contemplating  what  they  may  portend 
for  the  future  of  lay  Christian  service. 

Assisting  in  that  exploration  were 
United  Methodist  leaders  and  represen- 
,  tatives  of  Christians  worldwide. 

Some  of  the  challenges  were  confronted 
in  a  "futuring  symposium”  moderated  by 
retired  United  Methodist  deaconess  Betsy 
Ewing  of  Dunedin,  Fla.  Ms.  Ewing  is  past 
.  ,  president  of  the  World  Federation  of  Diac- 
onal  Associations  and  Sisterhoods. 

•  .  “We’ve  had  a  significant  role  in  prod- 

•  ding  the  church  to  redefine  ministry 
that’s  theologically  and  biblically  rooted 
in  the  broadest  sense,”  Ms.  Ewing  said. 

oc*We  may  not  be  able  to  find  all  the  an¬ 
swers,  but  we  must  be  faithful  to  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  questing.” 

Participating  in  the  symposium  were 
Ruth  Daugherty,  chairwoman  of  the 
;  1984-88  commission  on  the  study  of  the 
ministry;  Lula  Garrett,  interim  deputy 
secretary  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 

•  •Ministries’  National  Program  Division; 

,  .  and  Barbara  Campbell,  a  deaconess  who 
0* ,  is  assistant  general  secretary  of  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  Women’s  Division. 

Mrs.  Daugherty  told  the  audience  that 
the  1988-92  commission  on  the  study  of 
the  ministry  would  consider,  among  oth¬ 
er  things,  recommending  a  permanent, 
ordained  diaconate  in  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Her  report  sparked  much  discussion 
among  convocation  participants.  Mrs. 
Daugherty  encouraged  the  deaconesses 
and  home  missionaries  to  offer  their 
ideas  to  the  1988-92  study  commission. 

Deaconesses  answer  call 

The  event’s  keynote  speaker,  Bishop 
Leontine  T.C.  Kelly  (San  Francisco 
Area),  told  the  gathering  that  deaconess- 
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opens  up  a  world 
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Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Their  stiff- 
starched  black-and-white  garb  has  faded 
into  the  mists  of  history,  but  United  Meth¬ 
odist  deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
still  share  Christ's  love  with  the  world. 

When  they  were  first  commissioned 
100  years  ago,  Methodist  deaconesses 
were  easily  distinguished  by  their  long 
black  dresses  and  small  black  bonnets 
with  white  ribbons. 

Today  their  distinctive  clothing  has  giv¬ 
en  way  to  the  varieties  of  modern  dress. 
But  the  deaconesses’  commitment  to 
Christian  servant  ministries  continues. 

There  are  88  active  United  Methodist 
deaconesses  and  106  active  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  under  assignment,  said  Chris¬ 
tine  Brewer,  executive  secretary  of  the 
Office  of  Deaconess  Service. 

Another  230  retired  deaconesses  and 
83  retired  home  missionaries  continue  to 
contribute  through  volunteer  service  of 
their  choice,  according  to  Ms.  Brewer’s 
assistant,  Betty  Ruth  Goode. 

Three  participants  in  the  Deaconess 
Centennial  Convocation  Aug.  3-7  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology  represent  the 
current  work  of  United  Methodist  dea¬ 
conesses  and  home  missionaries. 

Deaconess  Josephine  L.  Lewis  directs 
the  fledgling  Phoebe’s  Place,  a  “senior 
drop-in  center"  for  daytime  care  of  the 
elderly.  It’s  located  in  Maple  Park  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Chicago. 

Mrs.  Lewis  was  a  deaconess  in  the  Af¬ 
rican  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  before 
she  followed  her  husband  John  into  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 


“I  like  to  be  around  the  local  church 
because  I  think  you  need  people  there,” 
she  said. 

Phoebe’s  Place  is  named  after  the  first 
deaconess,  mentioned  in  Romans  16:1.  It 
opened  in  October  1987  and  how  has 
about  45  seniors  on  its  rolls,  with  a  regu¬ 
lar  attendance  of  15  to  20  people. 

“The  Lord  is  opening  doors  for  us,” 
Mrs.  Lewis  said. 

Home  missionary  Erwin  Van  Essen  is 
a  teacher  at  McCurdy  School  in  Espano- 
la,  N.M.  He  has  been  a  home  missionary 
at  the  school  since  1959. 

"I’m  now  teaching  the  children  of  my 
first  students,”  Mr.  Van  Essen  said.  “It’s 
given  me  the  opportunity  to  see  how  what 
I've  taught  has  helped  to  create  adults." 

Deaconess  Dorthea  Sarver  is  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Children’s  Resource 
Center  in  Pensacola,  Fla. 

The  center  provides  educational  ser¬ 


vices  for  children  with  special  needs.  It 
also  offers  psychological  services  and 
therapy  for  those  with  physical  handi¬ 
caps  and  communicative  disorders. 

Besides  receiving  her  Christian  ser¬ 
vice,  the  center  provided  Mrs.  Sarver 
and  her  husband,  Vernon,  with  an  adopt¬ 
ed  son,  Toby. 

"Toby  was  labeled  an  incorrigible 
child,”  Mrs.  Sarver  told  the  Reporter. 
“He'd  been  in  and  out  of  foster  homes 
and  had  severe  emotional  problems. 

“Everyone  told  me,  ‘Don’t  take  him, 
Dottie;  he’s  too  far  gone,’  ”  Mrs.  Sarver 
said.  “I  told  them,  “Maybe  I  can’t  do  it, 
but  you  better  believe  that  God  and  I  can 
do  it!” 

Toby  is  now  an  accomplished  pianist 
and  is  completing  a  master’s  degree  in 
computer  science  at  the  University  of 
West  Florida,  his  mother  said. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
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q.  m  UM  deaconesses ,  home  missionaries  celebrate 
•  century  of  servant  ministry  by  looking  to  future 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— United  Methodist  deaconesses  and  home  missionaries  celebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of 
Methodism’s  deaconess  movement  with  a  birthday  party  complete  with  balloons  and  hats.  The  centennial  convoca¬ 
tion  was  on  the  campus  of  UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 


es  and  home  missionaries  continue  to 
embody  a  life  of  service  in  answer  to  a 
particular  call. 

Bishop  Kelly  emphasized  that  the 
church  continues  to  need  committed  lay 
workers  willing  to  feed  the  hungry,  shel¬ 
ter  the  homeless,  succor  the  poor  and  op¬ 
pressed,  and  nurse  the  sick,  especially 
the  victims  of  acquired  immune  defi¬ 
ciency  syndrome. 

Noting  that  these  tasks  aren’t  easy. 
Bishop  Kelly  added,  “God's  side  is,  with¬ 
out  exception,  the  difficult  side. 

“But  no  Christian  has  any  right  being 


comfortable  in  the  church  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  such  a  world  as  this!”  she  as¬ 
serted,  sparking  applause. 

“Such  a  world  as  this”  is  causing  Chris¬ 
tian  lay  workers  worldwide  to  search  for 
renewal  of  their  identities  and  mission, 
said  Sister  Inga  Bengtzon  of  Uppsala,  Swe¬ 
den,  president  of  the  World  Federation  of 
Diaconal  Associations  and  Sisterhoods. 
United  Methodist  deaconesses  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  World  Federation. 

Faith  sets  foundation 

The  foundation  of  that  search  has  to  be 
faith,  added  Gwen  White,  a  member  of 


the  1984-88  Deaconess  Service  Commit¬ 
tee  and  wife  of  United  Methodist  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area). 

"We  must  claim  and  articulate  and 
share  the  promises  of  Jesus  Christ,"  she 
told  the  assembly  gathered  in  the  Anna  E. 
Kresge  Chapel  on  the  St.  Paul  campus. 

Mrs.  White  conducted  the  four  spiritu¬ 
al  renewal  sessions  of  the  convocation, 
focusing  on  the  gathering’s  watchwords, 
“celebration,”  “community,”  “commit¬ 
ment”  and  “challenge.” 

The  church’s  need  to  reclaim  its  mis¬ 
sion  identity  was  outlined  on  the  convo¬ 
cation’s  last  full  day  by  the  Rev.  James 


They  share  Christ’s  love  with  people 


C.  Logan,  professor  of  systematic  theol¬ 
ogy  at  UM-related  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary  in  Washington. 

Dr.  Logan  chaired  the  1988  General 
Conference  legislative  committee  on 
faith  and  mission  that  recommended 
adoption  of  the  new  United  Methodist 
statement  on  doctrinal  standards.  He 
also  was  a  primary  author  of  the  mission 
statement,  “Grace  Upon  Grace,”  now  be¬ 
ing  studied  throughout  the  church. 

"We  were  a  mission  movement  before 
we  ever  became  a  church,”  Dr.  Logan 
said.  "We  were  children  born  for  mis¬ 
sion,  and  when  we’ve  lost  that,  we’ve  lost 
our  rationale  for  being.” 

Dr.  Logan  said  the  agenda  of  mission  is 
already  set  for  Christians  by  Jesus  Christ, 
who  commanded:  “Love  one  another.” 

When  enough  congregations  begin  to 
demonstrate  that  love  as  servants  in  their 
own  communities,  the  upper  levels  of  the 
church  will  take  notice.  Dr.  Logan  asserted. 

The  centennial  convocation’s  only  for¬ 
mal  action  was  to  establish  a  national  as¬ 
sociation  for  deaconesses  and  home 
missionaries. 

Participants  said  they  hope  to  renew  the 
church’s  sense  of  service  by  using  their 
new  National  Association  of  Deaconesses 
and  Home  Missionaries  to  cultivate  new 
generations  of  Christian  servants. 

Sybil  Dodson,  a  deaconess  and  resident 
director  at  Brevard  College  in  Brevard, 
N.C.,  was  elected  chairwoman  of  the 
“leadership  team”  charged  with  organiz¬ 
ing  the  new  association. 


Was  mighty 
brought  low 
by  ‘mouse?’ 

From  Religious  News  Service 

The  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon’s  Ameri¬ 
can  Family  Association  says  a  CBS- 
TV  executive  was  fired  because  of  his 
handling  of  a  recent  controversy  over 
a  “Mighty  Mouse”  cartoon. 

Mr.  Wildmon,  a  United  Methodist 
minister  based  in  Tupelo,  Miss.,  had 
led  a  national  protest  against  CBS  be¬ 
cause  of  a  three-and-a-half-minute 
segment  of  a  “Mighty  Mouse”  pro¬ 
gram  that  allegedly  shows  the  car¬ 
toon  hero  snorting  cocaine. 

George  Dessart,  the  CBS- TV  vice 
president  for  program  practices  who 
lost  his  job,  had  maintained  that  the 
segment— first  shown  last  December 
and  mrun  in  April— showed  Mighty 
Mouse  smelling  “a  pink  mass  of 
crushed  stems,  tomatoes  and  flowers.” 

But  Mr.  Wildmon  insisted  that  the 
cartoon  involved  cocaine,  and  he  en¬ 
listed  the  assistance  of  U.S.  Rep.  Rod 
Chandler,  R-Wash.,  and  Edward  J. 
Stegemann,  vice  president  and  gener¬ 
al  counsel  of  Mars  Inc.,  in  writing 
protest  letters  to  CBS  President  Law¬ 
rence  Tisch. 

Mr.  Dessart  and  other  CBS  officials 
were  dismissed  in  late  July  in  what 
the  network  described  as  an  "overall 
reduction  of  staff.” 
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Bishop  White:  ‘Preach  Jesus  Christ’ 


CONGRESS  88  PHOTO 

ROSEMONT,  Ill  — The  Rev.  Eddie  Fox  (left),  an  executive  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  discusses  evangelizing  unchurched  Americans  with  the  Rev.  Alvin 
Illig  of  the  National  Catholic  Paulist  Fathers.  The  two  were  keynote  speakers  dur¬ 
ing  Congress  ’88,  the  national  festival  of  evangelism. 

UMs 5  Catholics  plan 
joint  evangelism  effort 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROSEMONT,  Ill.— Can  United  Meth¬ 
odists  and  Roman  CatholiGS  really  work 
together  to  reach  “the  unchurched 
American,”  despite  denominational  dif¬ 
ferences? 

“Yes,"  said  officials  from  both  denomi¬ 
nations  during  Congress  ’88,  a  four-day  in¬ 
terdenominational  evangelism  conference 
in  early  August  in  suburban  Chicago. 

The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox,  chief  United 
Methodist  evangelism  executive,  said  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Discipleship  was 
already  planning  a  joint  effort  with  the 
Roman  Catholic  evangelism  office. 

That  effort  would  try  to  reach  “un¬ 
churched”  Hispanics  and  blacks,  goals  for 
both  denominations  for  the  next  decade. 

The  Rev.  Alvin  A.  Illig,  director  of  the 
Paulist  National  Catholic  Evangelization 
Association,  said  that  although  “over  400 
years  of  disagreeing  on  how  we  say  it 
does  not  disappear,  we  are  opening  the 
door  for  many  events  to  reach  the  ‘un¬ 
churched’  through  our  local  churches.” 

He  said,  “We  speak  the  same  language 
because  we  preach  the  same  Gospel." 

Mr.  Illig  is  coordinator  of  a  scientific 
study  done  by  the  Gallup  organization  on 
“unchurched”  Americans. 

The  findings  of  that  study  were  shared 
with  at  least  20  denominational  evange¬ 
lism  leaders,  including  the  staff  of  the 
UM  Discipleship  board. 

“Gallup  poll  says  one-half  of  the  pub¬ 


lic  cannot  name  Matthew,  Mark,  Luke 
and  John,”  said  Dr.  Fox.  “They  will  nev¬ 
er  know  it  unless  someone  in  their  circle 
can  name  them. 

“We  plan  to  get  our  United  Methodist 
pastors  to  look  in  their  territories,  go 
into  those  circles  and  find  the  ‘un¬ 
churched,’  then  work  together  with  oth¬ 
ers  to  provide  full  ministries  to 
’unchurched’  as  we  preach  the  Gospel. 

“When  we  focus  on  the  mission  togeth¬ 
er,  we  can  do  it,”  said  Dr.  Fox. 

Church  pastors  and  laity  not  only  lis¬ 
tened  to  denominational  leaders  such  as 
Chicago  Roman  Catholic  Archbishop 
Joseph  Bernardin  and  Salvation  Army 
General  Eva  Burrows  but  participated  in 
200  workshops,  presentations  and  forums. 

National  evangelism  leaders  and  para- 
church  groups  also  set  up  exhibits.  Par¬ 
ticipants  received  resources  from  their 
own  church  agencies  or  were  directed  to 
another  that  might  meet  specific  needs. 

“We’re  telling  United  Methodists  attend¬ 
ing  this  meeting  not  to  be  afraid  to  go  to 
the  other  exhibitors  and  workshops  to  see 
what  other  churches  are  doing  in  evange¬ 
lism,"  said  the  Rev.  David  Kerr,  another 
Board  of  Discipleship  evangelism  official. 

“It’s  a  great  thing  to  see  all  these 
churches  sharing  their  ministry  pro¬ 
grams  and  resources.  This  is  the  closest 
thing  to  heaven  I’ve  experienced— all  of 
us  working  together  for  Christ.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ROSEMONT,  Ill. — A  United  Methodist 
bishop  told  an  interdenominational  evan¬ 
gelism  gathering  that  denominations  are 
“patches”  of  the  church  that  are  too  small. 

Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area) 
said  Scripture  clearly  demands  that  Chris¬ 
tians  “preach  not  our  denominations,  not 
ourselves,  not  our  little  place  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  but  Christ  Jesus  as  Lord.” 

Speaking  during  the  opening  plenary 
session  of  Congress  ’88,  the  National  Fes¬ 
tival  of  Evangelism  in  suburban  Chica¬ 
go,  Bishop  White  told  the  2,300 
participants  Aug.  4  that  all  denomina¬ 
tions  are  similar  to  the  patchwork  quilt 
illustration  used  by  presidential  candi¬ 
date  Jesse  Jackson  in  his  speech  to  the 
Democratic  National  Convention  in  July. 

"He  talked  about  the  quilt,  made  up  of 
different  patches,  some  small,  some 
large,  some  made  up  of  different  tex¬ 
tures  and  colors,”  Bishop  White  said. 

He  said  that  in  Mr.  Jackson’s  conven¬ 
tion  speech,  the  presidential  candidate— 
“a  Baptist  preacher”— challenged  party 
factions  by  saying,  "Your  patch  is  too 
small,”  implying  that  no  single  patch  is 
sufficient  to  make  up  an  entire  quilt. 

Bishop  White  challenged  his  audience, 
which  included  representatives  of  20  de¬ 
nominations,  with  the  same  message.  He 
urged  them  to  work  toward  Christian 
unity  by  first  preaching  Jesus  Christ  and 
not  just  their  own  denominations. 

“That  is  what  I  hope  we  understand  by 
our  coming  together  tonight,”  he  said. 

“I’ve  come  to  tell  the  Baptists  in  the 
house  that  your  patch  is  too  small.  And 
to  tell  the  Methodists  in  the  house  that 
your  patch  is  too  small. 

"And  to  all  the  pentecostals  and  char- 
ismatics  in  the  house:  Your  patch  is  too 
small.  To  all  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the 
house:  Your  patch  is  too  small. 

"To  all  the  evangelicals  in  the  house: 
Your  patch  is  too  small.  To  the  social  ac¬ 
tivists  in  the  house:  Your  patch  is  too 
small. 

“The  reality  is,  we  need  all  the  patch¬ 
es.  And  if  I  forgot  to  call  your  name, 
your  patch  is  too  small,  too.” 

He  said  that  although  the  focus  of  all 
evangelization  should  be  the  message 
that  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord,  that  message 
is  “cluttered  up  . . .  with  all  our  particu¬ 
lar  historical  and  traditional  practices.” 

That  makes  it  difficult  for  people  to 


see  Jesus,  he  said. 

"I  hope  that  when  we  leave  this  place, 
we  will  be  so  committed  to  preach  Jesus 
as  Lord  that  we  will  learn  to  rejoice 
when  other  churches  grow,”  the  United 
Methodist  leader  said. 

"We  don’t  need  to  be  jealous  if  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  are  growing,  if  they  are  in¬ 
troducing  people  to  Jesus  Christ.  Our 
task  is  not  to  make  Baptists  and  Method¬ 
ists  but  to  make  Christians." 


In  addition  to  borrowing  imagery  from 
the  current  presidential  campaign,  Bish¬ 
op  White  gave  a  nod  toward  another 
event  making  news  in  Chicago  during  the 
congress— the  lighting  of  86-year-old 
Wrigley  Fieldrhome  of  National  League 
baseball’s  Chicago  Cubs  and  the  only  un¬ 
lighted  major  league  ball  park. 

He  said  the  event  this  month  for  which 
the  Chicago  area  should  be  remembered 
shouldn’t  be  the  lighting  of  a  baseball 
stadium  but  that  Christians  of  all  faiths 


came  together  to  proclaim  Jesus  as  thee 
light  of  the  world. 

"In  times  like  these,  when  people  have 
lost  the  meaning  to  life  and  try  to  find  jt 
in  places  that  only  bring  more  pain  and 
more  torture;  in  times  like  these,  when 
we  witness  the  resurgence  of  racial  and 
religious  bigotry  and  intolerance;  in 
times  like  these,  we  gather  together  as  a 
church  (to  decide)  ‘What  will  we  do?’ 

“The  message  is  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.”: 


Pollster  gives  ways  to  reach  ‘unchurched’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ROSEMONT,  Ill.— Mainline  denomi¬ 
nations  like  the  United  Methodist  Church 
need  to  take  steps  to  counter  negative  at¬ 
titudes  about  organized  religion,  a  poll¬ 
ster  told  a  national  evangelism 
gathering  this  month. 

George  Gallup  Jr.  offered  the  sugges¬ 
tions  to  Congress  ’88,  the  National  Festi¬ 
val  of  Evangelism. 

The  pollster'  reported  that  44  percent 
of  Americans  now  don’t  belong  to  orga¬ 
nized  churches.  That’s  up  from  41  per¬ 
cent  10  years  ago  (see  UMR,  July  29). 

Nevertheless,  he  said,  the  percentage 
of  Americans  who  said  they  believe  in 
the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  has  grown 
from  78  percent  to  84  percent  since  1978. 

“There  is  a  growing  gap  between  be¬ 
lievers  and  belongers,”  said  Mr.  Gallup. 

The  nationwide  sample  of  2,556  adults 
18  and  older  "feel  most  churches  are 
concerned  too  much  with  structure  than 
with  spiritual  growth,”  Mr.  Gallup  said. 

To  counter  that,  churches  should  in¬ 
crease  their  emphasis  on  religious  edu¬ 
cation  and  place  a  high  priority  on 
ministry  to  the  family,  especially  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  ethnic-minorities  groups,  Mr. 
Gallup  said.  Those  groups  place  a  high 
priority  on  ministries  for  the  family. 

Mr.  Gallup  said  his  findings  indicated 
several  other  things  churches  could  do  to 
improve  their  images: 

•Place  a  greater  emphasis  on  Scrip¬ 
tural  counseling. 

“College-educated  groups  need  this  the 
most  because  they  are  in  leadership  posi¬ 
tions  and  must  make  difficult  decisions 
all  day,”  Mr.  Gallup  said.  “Churches 
must  work  fast  to  address  this  group  be¬ 
cause  they  are  the  ones  who  may  go  to 
spiritual  fads.” 


•  Offer  prayer  and  Bible  study  groups 
in  places  other  than  the  church  to  reach 
those  with  irregular  schedules  or  who 
live  far  away. 

•  Intensify  programs  of  invitation  and 
evangelism. 

“Many  of  the  ‘unchurched’  said  they 
never  got  around  to  looking  for  a  new 
church  after  moving  for  example,”  Mr. 
Gallup  explained.  “A  non-threatening 
program  will  bring  about  church  growth. 

“If  every  person  in  this  room  were  to 
reach  a  person  for  Christ  each  year,  and 


those  persons  were  to  reach  one  other 
person  per  year,  the  entire  world  would 
be  evangelized  by  the  early  decades  of 
the  next  century.” 

Twenty-two  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  organizations  had  commis¬ 
sioned  Mr.  Gallup  to  study  current 
American  attitude  about  religion.  The 
$163,00  study  was  done  to  compare  cur¬ 
rent  findings  with  the  results  of  the  1978 
Gallup  report  on  “The  Unchurched 
American.” 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Bishop  Kelly  to  head  new 
national  network  on  AIDS 

m  a 


Catholic  programmers  to  join  interfaith  TV  group 


From  Religious  News  Service 
An  umbrella  organization  of  Roman 
Catholic  TV  programmers  has  voted  to 
create  a  new  agency  to  work  with  the 
United  Methodist-backed  Vision  Inter- 
faith  Satellite  Network. 

U.S.  Catholic  bishops  had  decided  in 
June  not  to  work  with  the  cable  network 
that  is  to  feature  programs  from  main¬ 
line  denominations  (see  UMR,  July  8). 

In  a  resolution  passed  at  its  semiannu¬ 
al  meeting  in  Menlo  Park,  Calif.,  the  20- 
member  Association  of  Catholic  Radio 
and  Television  Syndicators  said: 

"After  long  and  serious  consideration 
of  the  issues  and  facts,  ACTRS  has  come 


to  realize  the  potential  of  the  VISN  net¬ 
work  as  an  ecumenical  witness  affording 
the  Catholic  Church  potential  access  to  a 
broad  audience.” 

Seventeen  major  faith  groups,  besides 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  are  sup¬ 
porting  the  Vision  network. 

While  the  resolution  said  the  Roman 
Catholic  syndicators  “recognize”  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  bishops,  it  noted  that  the 
bishops  upheld  “the  right  of  independent 
producers  (including  those  with  support 
from  the  Catholic  Communication  Cam¬ 
paign)  to  provide  Catholic  programming 
to  VISN.” 


The  resolution  said  the  20-member  as¬ 
sociation  would  “facilitate  and  encour¬ 
age”  the  creation  of  a  new  agency  "that 
would  serve  to  provide  the  VISN  network 
with  that  particular  kind  of  program¬ 
ming  which  Would  be  representative  of 
Catholic  belief  and  tradition.” 

Although  fte  bishops’  communications 
committee  had  overwhelmingly  recom¬ 
mended  affiliating  with  the  Vision  net¬ 
work,  the  bishops  voted  to  use  the 
traditionalist  Mother  Angelica’s  Eternal 
Word  Television  Network  for  their  pro¬ 
gramming. 

Michael  W.  Doyle,  president  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  syndicators  association, 


said  his  organization’s  decision  to  pro¬ 
mote  Roman  Catholic  programming  on 
the  Vision  network  is  not  a  disagreement 
with  the  bishops. 

“It  is  a  statement  of  support  for  inter- 
faith  programming,"  said  Mr.  Doyle,  se¬ 
nior  producer  at  the  telecommunications 
unit  of  Notre  Dame  University.  “We 
don’t  want  to  limit  the  potential  of  Cath¬ 
olic  programming." 

Mother  Angelica’s  network  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  association,  which  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  1975  to  analyze  industry  trends, 
discuss  and  examine  media  products  and 
debate  issues  of  deregulation. 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.-Retiring  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 
(San  Francisco  Area)  will  become  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  newly  organized  AIDS  Na¬ 
tional  Interfaith  Network. 

Bishop  Kelly,  who  retires  Aug.  31,  an¬ 
nounced  her  appointment  during  the 
Deaconess  Centennial  Convocation  at  St. 
Paul  School  of  Theology. 

Bishop  Kelly  told  the  Reporter  she 
hopes  the  network  will  “bring  together 
all  the  things  being  done  in  AIDS  minis¬ 
try.”  She  said  she  is  particularly  com¬ 
mitted  to  training  pastors  and 
caretakers  of  people  with  acquired  im¬ 
mune  deficiency  syndrome. 

The  network  is  to  announce  its  goals  at 
a  news  conference  in  September,  she 
said. 

Bishop  Kelly’s  other  retirement  plans 
include  teaching  part-time  at  the  Pacific 
School  of  Religion  in  Berkeley,  Calif.,  and 
working  with  “Choose  Peace,”  an  organi¬ 
zation  headed  by  United  Methodist  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White  (New  York  Area). 

In  addition,  two  honors  have  come  to 
Bishop  Kelly  as  she  enters  retirement. 

She  has  been  chosen  by  “Ladies  Home 
Journal”  as  one  of  the  100  most  important 
women  in  America.  Also  on  the  list  are, 
such  notables  as  actress  Elizabeth  Taylor 
and  opera  star  Beverly  Sills,  retired  artis- 


Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 
.  .  .  to  be  president  of  AIDS  network 

tic  director  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  in 
New  York. 

Bishop  Kelly  has  been  chosen  by  the  na¬ 
tional  Corcoran  Gallery  to  be  included  in  a 
display  of  photographs  of  the  nation’s 
most  outstanding  black  women. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Post-war  missionaries 
have  reunion  in  Japan 


Jerry  Falwell  creates  for-profit  TV  network 


By  ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 
Religious  News  Service 

LYNCHBURG,  Va.— The  Rev.  Jerry 
Falwell’s  ministry  has  created  a  new 
television  network  as  a  profit-making 
venture. 

The  company,  FamilyNetwork  Broad¬ 
casting  Inc.,  is  headed  by  Mr.  Falwell 's  as¬ 
sociate,  Jerry  Nims,  who  is  president  of 
Moral  Majority  and  Liberty  Federation. 

“Our  target  is  the  secular  market,” 
Mr.  Nims  said  of  FamilyNet.  The  net¬ 
work  supplies  religious,  sports  and  enter¬ 
tainment  programs  and  is  available  to 
about  11  million  homes  in  the  United 


FamilyNet  is  owned  by  two  of  Mr.  Fal- 
well's  non-profit  organizations,  the  Old 
Time  Gospel  Hour  Inc.,  and  Liberty 
Broadcasting  Network,  Mr.  Nims  said. 
After  paying  taxes,  FamilyNet  is  to  re¬ 
turn  dividends  to  them  for  their  ministry 
work,  he  said. 

The  new  network,  based  in  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  with  other  Falwell  organizations, 
was  started  in  April.  It  was  started  with 
little  news  coverage  or  general  knowl¬ 
edge  of  its  profit-making  aspect  tied  to 
Mr.  Falwell’s  ministries. 

Until  FamilyNet  was  created  as  a 
profit-making  venture,  Mr.  Falwell’s 


States,  Mr.  Nims  said. 

The  network  official  said  the  business 
grew  out  of  the  experience  he  and  Mr. 
Falwell  had  when  he  temporarily  headed 
PTL  last  year  after  the  downfall  of  Jim 
and  Tammy  Bakker. 

“To  have  a  good  network,  it  has  to  be 
able  to  compete,”  Mr.  Nims  said.  That 
requires  a  “profit  vehicle"  and  shouldn’t 
be  hidden  as  a  non-profit  ministry  as 
PTL  was,  he  contended. 

non-profit  Liberty  Broadcasting  Net¬ 
work  supplied  mainly  religious  pro¬ 
grams  to  cable  TV  systems. 

Liberty  was  available  to  about  1  mil¬ 
lion  homes.  FamilyNet  has  grown  to 
about  1.2  million  cable  homes.  By  con¬ 
trast  Pat  Robertson  s  11 -year-old  CBN 
Cable  Network  says  it  reaches  41.6  mil¬ 
lion  homes. 

In  addition  to  cable  systems,  Fami¬ 
lyNet  is  carried  on  some  television  sta- 

i  CLASSIFIED 

RATES.  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
125  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
810  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and  Lay 
Ministries.  Growing  evangelical  church  with  1200 
members  seeking  individual  to  direct  Sunday  School 
programs  and  provide  direction  to  lay  ministries.  De¬ 
gree  in  Christian  education  or  comparable  experience 

WANTED:  EDUCATION  COORDINATOR.  Salary 
$17,700.  Church  membership  410.  Send  resume  to: 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  704  Avenue  D,  Ab¬ 
ernathy.  TX  79311. 

UMC,  2246  B landing  Blvd..  Jacksonville,  FL  32210. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  SOUGHT  by 
2000  +  member  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Odes- 

STUDY/TRAVEL  SEMINAR  to  the  Philippines. 
March  31-  April  19. 1989.  The  purpose  of  the  trip  is 
to  prepare  persons  to  give  leadership  to  the  Na- 
tional  Ecumenical  Mission  Study  during  1989-90. 
The  host  agency  is  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  the  Philippines.  Contact:  Auburn 

lent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  references  Rev. 
Charles  Crutchfield,  415  N.  Lee.  Odessa.  TX  79761. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRY.  First 
UMC,  Dallas,  TX.  Resumes  now  being  accepted.  Con¬ 
tact  Jo  Biggerstaff  by  September  2  at  (214)  220-2727 

Theological  Seminary.  3041  Broadway.  New  York, 
NY  10027  Phone  (212)  662-4315 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  auarterly  publica- 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC.  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  2500-member  active  United  Methodist  Church 
in  central  Florida  Must  have  choral/handbell  ex- 

perience  as  well  as  organ  abilities.  Full-time  posi- 
Uon  coming  available  January  1989.  Send  resume 
to  Lee  Lallance,  Director  of  Music,  FUMC.  1126  E 
Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala.  FL  32670 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week.  $450  four  weeks 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADULT  MINISTRIES  and  Pro- 

grams,  2,200-member  growing  church  on  southeast 
Florida  coast  Full-time  position  Strong  organiza¬ 
tional  and  leadership  skills  needed.  Experience  re¬ 
quired.  Negotiable  salary/benefit  package  Send 
resume  to  Trinity  United  Methodist  Church.  9625 

N.  Military  Trail,  Palm  Beach  Gardens,  FL  33410. 

TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS- $49.95.  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release 
For  more  information  write  Stewardship  Systems, 
P.O.  Box  532784.  Grand  Prairie.  TX  75053. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes.  9:30  a.m.  Wor¬ 
ship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  NEEDED  for  growing 
church.  Direct  assimulation  program,  youth  work, 
etc.  Cali  (317)  882-1549  Send  resume:  Christ  UMC. 
8540  US  31  South,  Indianapolis,  IN  46227 

GRACE  AND  GLORY  HOUR  OF  GREAT  hymns 
on  cassette  Instrumental  organ  music  perfect  for 
meditation,  Bible  reading,  background  music.  $5.95. 
Methodist  Men,  3rd  and  Erlanger,  Slidell.  LA  70458. 

POSITION  OPEN  FOR  RETIRED  MINISTER  Evan¬ 
gelism  and  Visitation  with  coverage  of  home  fellow- 
ship  groups  at  large  downtown  church  in  the  heart  of 
Tampa,  Florida  Strong  growth  potential  with  congre¬ 
gational  support  Contact  Dr  Richard  W.  Rohrer.  500 

W  Platt  St..  Tampa.  FL  33606  Phone  (813)  253-5388 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus¬ 
tin,  TX  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep¬ 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 

"PRAYERS  FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS  an  inspira¬ 

tional  book  by  Elizabeth  Evans  Turner  $3.00  ppd 
Order  from:  Mary  Beth  Day,  2621  Sunset  Blvd  . 
Houston.  TX  77005. 

tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff. 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per¬ 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit¬ 
tee,  FUMC.  P.O.  Box  1666,  Austin,  TX  78767 

tions  with  a  potential  audience  of  10 
million  homes,  Mr.  Nims  said. 

The  new  network  also  sells  some  of  its 
programs  to  other  networks  and  expects 
to  provide  college  sports  from  the  South¬ 
ern  Conference  this  fall  to  enough  net¬ 
works  to  reach  25  percent  of  all  U.S. 
homes  with  cable,  Mr.  Nims  said. 

Upon  creation  of  FamilyNet,  Liberty 
Broadcasting  became  “a  production 
company  that  supplies  programs  to  Fa¬ 
milyNet,”  said  Jerry  Whitehurst,  a  Fa¬ 
milyNet  marketing  executive. 

Liberty  is  headed  by  Warren  Marcus, 
formerly  a  producer  for  Mr.  Robertson’s 
CBN. 

FamilyNet  is  aggressively  trying  to 
get  on  more  cable  systems,  Mr.  Nims 
said. 

Unlike  other  cable  networks  that 
charge  cable  systems  to  carry  their  pro¬ 
grams,  FamilyNet  is  provided  to  cable 
systems  at  no  charge.  Its  revenue,  Mr. 
Nims  said,  comes  from  advertising  and 
sales  of  programs  to  other  networks. 

“It’s  difficult  to  get  cable  systems  to 
carry  new  networks  because  there  has 
been  such  a  proliferation  of  networks 
and  because  most  cable  systems  are  lim¬ 
ited  in  the  number  of  channels,”  said  an 
official  of  one  cable  network. 


Mr.  Falwell’s  Sunday  morning  church 
service  and  a  daily  talk  show  are  among 
FamilyNet 's  programs. 

Celebrities  on  FamilyNet  programs 
include  Christian  singers  Gary  McSpad- 
den  and  Doug  Oldham.  Former  New 
York  Yankee  Bobby  Richardson  has  a 
sports  show. 

Preachers  John  Ankerberg,  who 
helped  expose  the  Jim  Bakker  scandal, 
and  D.  James  Kennedy,  the  current  mod¬ 
erator  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America,  have  programs  on  FamilyNet. 

Mr.  Nims,  who  describes  himself  as  an 
Atlanta  enterpreneur,  says  a  revolution 
in  television  has  begun  as  cable  TV  has 
become  a  major  challenge  to  the  tradi¬ 
tional  big  three  networks. 

“The  winner  in  cable,  I’m  convinced, 
will  be  the  network  who  puts  together 
the  most  creative  staff  and  turns  out  the 
most  creative  programming,”  Mr.  Nims 
said.  FamilyNet  is  billing  itself  as  pro¬ 
ducing  many  new  programs  rather  than 
relying  heavily  on  reruns  as  some  cable 
networks  do. 

FamilyNet  operates  around  the  clock. 
It  bought  a  defunct  home  shopping  cable 
TV  network  in  Kentucky  to  acquire  a  de¬ 
sirable  spot  on  a  satellite  from  which  to 
broadcast  its  programs,  Mr.  Nims  said. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

Forty  years  ago,  a  group  of  young 
Methodists  helped  rebuild  life  in  war- 
devastated  Japan. 

For  some  members  of  the  Fellowship 
of  Christian  Reconstruction  for  Japan— 
J-K3s,  as  they  were  called— it  was  the 
beginning  of  a  mission  that  would  keep 
them  returning  to  that  country. 

Together,  they  celebrated  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  their  ministry  July  25-28  at  Lake 
Nojiri  in  Japan. 

"The  feeling  was  that  the  experience 
had  made  a  special  difference  in  every¬ 
one’s  life,’’  said  participant  Wayne 
Cowan,  a  consultant  with  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries. 

Most  of  the  60  recruits  for  the  J-K3s 
were  Methodist,  along  with  one  Baptist, 
one  Quaker,  six  Presbyterians  and  two 
from  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church. 

Nine  of  the  group,  whose  members 
ranged  in  age  21  to  33  at  the  time  of  their 
overseas  service,  went  to  Korea. 

The  July  reunion  was  organized  by 
several  of  the  original  group  who  are 
still  in  Japan. 

“They  searched  out  addresses  and  en¬ 
couraged  everyone  to  come  back,”  Mr. 
Cowan  explained. 

Friends  from  Japan  paid  the  expenses 
for  Mr.  Cowan  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  to 
make  a  three-week  trip  back  to  the  area. 

It  was  the  first  time  he  had  returned  to 
Japan,  in  particular,  to  Nagoya,  where 


he  had  served,  since  1970. 

Eight  of  the  participants  are  still  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Japan.  Another  12  served 
there  after  the  program  ended.  Five 
have  died. 

About  28  attended  the  reunion,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Cowan. 

The  call  in  1948  wasn’t  to  reconstruct 
the  cities  of  Japan  themselves,  “but  to 
mold  and  rebuild  the  lives  of  our  young 
people,”  Mr.  Cowen  said. 

“We  will  place  them  in  the  most  stra¬ 
tegic  places  we  know— in  our  schools 
and  colleges  where  the  day-to-day  influ¬ 
ence  of  a  Christian  life  will  count  for  the 
most,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Cowan  called  the  effort  a  precur¬ 
sor  of  the  Peace  Corps. 

"The  big  emphasis  was  on  being  able 
to  live  with  the  Japanese  and  to  work 
with  them,”  he  said. 

Post-war  Japan  was  still  struggling  to 
survive.  The  young  missionaries  sent  by 
the  Methodist  Board  of  Missions  and 
Church  Extension  literally  had  a  ton  of 
food  shipped  for  each  person,  according 
to  Mr.  Cowan. 

“We  taught  in  schools  from  one  end  of 
Japan  to  the  other,”  he  said.  “There  was 
a  great  demand  for  English.” 

The  missionaries  also  preached  at 
least  once  a  month  and  taught  Bible 
classes. 

Eight  of  the  participants  had  been  in 
military  service  during  the  war,  and 
three  had  been  involved  in  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  Japan. 


the  church  today 


Theology  dean  at  Boston  U. 
to  leave  post  Aug.  31 

BOSTON— The  dean  of  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity’s  School  of  Theology  has  announced 
plans  to  leave  his  administrative  post 
Aug.  31  and  return  to  full-time  teaching. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Nesmith  has  been 
dean  of  the  oldest  UM-related  seminary 
since  1977.  After  a  year-long  sabbatical 
leave,  he  is  returning  to  duties  as  profes¬ 
sor  of  sociology  of  religion.  He  has  held 
that  teaching  position  along  with  his 
deanship  for  11  years. 

Dr.  Nesmith  leaves  his  administrative 
post  as  the  United  Methodist  University 
Senate  continues  an  investigation  of  al¬ 
leged  racist  and  sexist  administrative 
policies  at  the  university  and  School  of 
Theology  over  the  past  13  years. 

New  Book  of  Discipline 
to  be  available  in  September 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  1988  En¬ 
glish  version  of  the  Book  of  Discipline, 


the  latest  collection  of  UM  laws,  is  to  be 
available  in  September. 

Spanish  and  Korean  editions  are  to  be 
available  in  April. 

The  Committee  on  Correlation  and  Edi¬ 
torial  Revision  met  recently  in  Nashville 
at  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
to  complete  editing  the  new  Discipline. 

The  books  are  available  through  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

United  Methodists  participate 
in  Habitat  for  Humanity  walk 

NEW  YORK— Thirty-two  United 
Methodists  from  16  states  are  among 
about  300  people  participating  in  a  12- 
week  walk  to  raise  $1.2  million  for  Habi¬ 
tat  for  Humanity. 

The  walk,  which  began  June  26  in 
Portland,  Maine,  is  to  conclude  Sept.  15 
in  Atlanta.  Along  the  way,  Habitat  for 
Humanity  supporters  are  sharing  in  the 
construction  of  120  low-income  houses. 

Former  President  and  Mrs.  Jimmy 


Carter  will  join  the  walkers  and  builders 
at  the  Habitat  Celebration  in  Atlanta, 
Sept.  15-17. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  is  one  of  the 
1987-88  Advance  Special  projects,  under 
the  National  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


UMs  asked  to  send  condolences 
to  families  of  Airbus  crash 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) — An  Episcopal 
priest  has  asked  United  Methodists  to  join 
a  campaign  to  send  letters  of  condolence 
to  the  families  of  the  Iran  Airbus  crash. 

An  American  warship  shot  down  the 
Iranian  passenger  plane,  with  290  people 
on  board,  July  3. 

The  Rev.  J.W.  Canty  of  New  York 
made  the  request  through  Mary  Sue  Rob¬ 
inson,  area  executive  secretary  for  the 
Africa,  Europe  and  Middle  East  Office, 
World  Division,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 


The  letters  will  be  reproduced  with 
translations,  bound  into  books  and  given 
to  each  of  the  families,  he  said. 

Letters  can  be  sent  to  P.O.  Box  6122, 
Grand  Central  Station,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10163. 

Kansas  East  conference  elects 
first  female  lay  leader 

TOPEKA,  Kan.  — Betty  Nelson  has 
been  elected  the  first  female  lay  leader 
of  the  Kansas  East  Annual  Conference. 

Mrs.  Nelson,  a  member  of  Lowman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Topeka,  just 
completed  a  four-year  term  as  conference 
president  of  the  United  Methodist  Women. 

She  has  been  actively  involved  in 
peace  issues  for  the  past  five  years.  She 
was  arrested  in  February  1985  for  her 
protest  of  the  “white  train”  carrying  nu¬ 
clear  weapons  across  Kansas.  In  1987  she 
visited  Nicaragua  with  a  team  from  the 
Kansas  East  conference. 
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Candidates  walk  religious  tightrope 

Republicans’  George  Bush  sidesteps  evangelical  stereotyping 


George  Bush 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Associate  Editor 

When  Republican  presidential  can¬ 
didate  Ronald  Reagan  picked  George 
Bush  to  be  his  running  mate  in  1980, 
the  right-to-life  movement  was  divid¬ 
ed  over  whether  to  support  the  GOP 
ticket. 

Some  considered  Mr.  Bush,  who  had 
been  Mr.  Reagan’s  leading  opponent 
in  that  year’s  primaries,  to  be  too  lib¬ 
eral  on  the  issue  of  abortion. 

Such  groups  as  the  New  York  State 
Right  to  Life  Party  were  so  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  vice  presidential  can¬ 
didate’s  refusal  to  condemn  abortion 
in  all  circumstances  that  they  decided 
not  to  become  involved  in  the  presi¬ 
dential  race. 

Two  years  ago,  as  he  was  preparing 
his  race  to  succeed  President  Reagan, 
Vice  President  Bush  was  asked  by  an 
evangelical  minister  about  his  “flip- 
flop  on  the  abortion  issue”  in  1980. 

“What  flip-flop?”  Mr.  Bush  replied. 
“My  position  was  the  same  in  the  pri¬ 
maries  and  in  the  general  election.” 

Today  the  Republican  candidate 
says,  “While  I  have  long  opposed 
abortion,  there  has  been  an  evolution 
in  my  thinking  on  the  legal  means  by 
which  we  protect  the  sanctity  of  hu¬ 


man  life.” 

He  said  he  is  opposed  to  abortion 
except  when  the  life  of  the  mother  is 
threatened  or  when  there  is  rape  or 
incest.  He  supports  a  constitutional 
amendment  to  reverse  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  1973  Roe  vs.  Wade  rul¬ 
ings,  which  legalized  abortion. 

Although  that  stand  fails  to  please 
the  hard-liners,  it  was  good  enough  to 
win  the  vice  president  an  endorsement 
last  year  by  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell. 

The  abortion  issue  is  not  the  only 
case  in  which  Mr.  Bush  has  done  an 
apparent  "flip-flop.” 

In  1987,  speaking  at  the  annual 
Washington  convention  of  National  Re¬ 
ligious  Broadcasters,  the  vice  president 
lashed  out  at  evangelicals  who  try  to 
“dictate  their  own  interpretation  of 
morality  on  the  rest  of  society.” 

But  this  year,  the  vice  president 
dropped  such  criticisms  from  his  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  religious  broadcasters’ 
convention.  He  described  how  his  per¬ 
sonal  religious  faith  had  “lifted  and 
comforted”  him  during  hard  times, 
such  as  when  he  was  shot  down  over 
the  Pacific  during  World  War  H  and 
when  his  3-year-old  daughter  Robin 
died  of  leukemia. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Bagby,  rector  of 


St.  Martin’s  Episcopal  Church  in 
Houston  and  the  Bush  family’s  pastor 
in  Texas,  said  during  the  1980  cam¬ 
paign  that  Mr.  Bush  “is  deeply  reli¬ 
gious,  but  he  doesn’t  want  his  religion 
to  be  a  means  to  promote  his  poli¬ 
tics.”  The  clergyman  described  the 
candidate  as  "very  private  about  his 
religion.” 

Father  Bagby  said  the  Bushes  were 
"very  liberal  financial  contributors  to 
the  church,”  giving  “at  least”  a  10th 
of  their  income. 

On  the  role  of  religion  in  America, 
Mr.  Bush  has  said,  “We  must  be  toler¬ 
ant  of  all  religious  beliefs.  Harsh  ex¬ 
perience  taught  our  founding  fathers 
that  when  one  religious  group  obtains 
control  of  the  political  system,  it 
sometimes  seeks  to  impose  its  views 
on  others.” 

Perhaps  the  best  description  of 
George  Bush’s  religious  faith  was  giv¬ 
en  by  Doug  Wead,  author  of  his  cur¬ 
rent  campaign  biography,  "George 
Bush:  Man  of  Integrity.”  In  a  cover 
story  in  the  June  1986  issue  of  “Chris¬ 
tian  Herald,"  Mr.  Wead  said  the  vice 
president  is  “a  man  who  considers 
himself  an  active  Christian  while  not 
embracing  every  precept  of  evangeli¬ 
cal  theology.” 


Democrats’  Michael  Dukakis  keeps  Orthodox  beliefs  private 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Associate  Editor 

If  Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Stan¬ 
ley  Dukakis  is  elected  president  this 
year,  at  least  two  firsts  will  be  made: 

He  would  be  the  first  Greek  Ortho¬ 
dox  president  of  the  United  States, 
and  his  wife,  Kitty,  would  be  the  first 
Jewish  First  Lady. 

Thus  far  in  the  campaign  the  Dem¬ 
ocratic  candidate  hasn’t  capitalized 
on  either  of  these  attributes,  although 
he  has  drawn  attention  to  his  Greek 
ethnic  origins. 

And  despite  any  positive  value  that 
may  be  drawn  from  these  religious 
affiliations,  his  liberal  position  on 
abortion  has  drawn  fire  from  Roman 
Catholic  leaders  and  is  beginning  to 
generate  criticism  from  “pro-life” 
Orthodox  activists. 

“I  believe  that  it  is  the  individual, 
in  the  exercise  of  her  own  conscience 
and  religious  beliefs,  who  must  make 


the  decision  regarding  abortion,”  Mr. 
Dukakis  has  said. 

In  the  1970s,  during  his  first  term 
as  governor,  Mr.  Dukakis  twice  ve¬ 
toed  bills  that  would  have  prohibited 
the  use  of  state  Medicaid  funds  for 
abortions. 

His  actions  were  protested  by  all  of 
Massachusetts’  Roman  Catholic  bish¬ 
ops,  and  he  was  refused  permission  to 
speak  at  a  Roman  Catholic  high  school 
in  Fall  River  because  of  his  stand. 

On  other  matters,  Mr.  Dukakis  is 
said  to  have  an  impeccable  record  of 
personal  morality. 

“Time”  magazine  reported  that 
aides  don’t  smoke  around  him  and 
"language  is  mostly  cleaned  up  in  def¬ 
erence  to  his  sense  of  propriety.” 

In  its  Feb.  29  issue,  the  magazine 
quoted  a  Massachusetts  political  op¬ 
ponent  as  having  said,  "He  has  never 
in  his  40  years  seen  a  leader  with  a 
more  solid  moral  base.” 


A  “candidate’s  profile”  just  re¬ 
leased  by  the  Association  for  Public 
Justice,  a  Washington-based  Christian 
citizens’  movement,  says  Mr.  Dukakis 
“does  not  reveal  his  religious  faith,  ei¬ 
ther  in  terms  of  personal  beliefs  or  as 
a  guide  to  public-issue  positions,  so  it 
is  not  clear  of  what  exactly  his  faith 
consists  or  what  place  it  may  play  in 
his  private  or  public  life.  ” 

A  profile  by  Albert  J.  Menendez  in 
the  December  1987  issue  of  "Church 
&  State”  magazine  said,  “Some 
sources  suggest  that  Dukakis’  Ortho¬ 
dox  affiliation  has  been  more  cultural 
than  theological,  but  others  say  it  has 
affected  his  stands  on  some  sexual 
and  family  morality  issues. 

“His  image  is  somewhat  moralistic, 
and  he  has  been  dubbed  ‘Michael  the 
Good,’  though  that  may  be  more  a  re¬ 
flection  of  New  England’s  tradition  of 
clean  politics  than  a  Greek  Orthodox 
piety.” 


HIGHLANDS,  Texas— National  Camping  Methodists’  President  Melvin 
Loeffler  of  Pasadena,  Texas  (left)  hands  the  organization’s  banner  to  his 
successor,  Richard  Long  of  Danielson,  Conn.,  during  the  14th  annual  rally  of 
the  denominational  camping  group.  Organized  in  1975,  the  National  Camp¬ 
ing  Methodists  emphasize  camping  as  an  outreach  opportunity  for  Christian 
witnessing.  The  group’s  1989  rally  is  scheduled  for  July  12-16  near  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts-New  Hampshire  border. 


United  Methodists  pitch  camping 
as  special  outreach  opportunity 


HOUSTON— Whether  it’s  by  back- 
.  packing  through  the  back  country  or 
joining  the  travel  trailers  in  the  im¬ 
proved  campgrounds  of  national  parks, 
many  United  Methodists  enjoy  the  out- 
of-doors. 

But,  they  shouldn’t  leave  their  faith  at 
,  home,  according  to  an  organization  of 
tJM  campers. 

They  should  recognize  that  camping 
can  provide  special  opportunities  for 
'  Christian  witnessing  and  outreach  minis¬ 
tries,  said  a  representative  of  National 
Camping  Methodists  Inc. 

The  13-year-old  organization  drew 
families  from  as  far  away  as  Connecti¬ 
cut  and  Florida,  Kansas  and  Missouri  as 
well  as  nearby  Louisiana  and  Texas 
communities  to  Highland,  Texas,  recent¬ 
ly  for  its  14th  annual  national  rally. 

During  the  group’s  Sunday  school  ac¬ 
tivities,  a  camping  workshop  coordinator 
emphasized  the  ways  in  which  Christian 
families  can  blend  their  love  for  camp¬ 
ing  and  the  outdoor  world  with  their  loy¬ 
alty  to  Christ  and  His  church,  an 
organizer  said. 

Camping  can  create  unique  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  contact  people  outside  usual 
church  activities,  the  workshop  stressed. 

This  year’s  rally  near  Houston  allowed 
campers  to  make  contacts  while  visiting 
such  places  as  San  Jacinto  Monument, 
the  Johnson  Space  Center  and  a  regional 
medical  center. 

Each  evening  program  was  marked  by 
a  devotional  period  led  by  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  among  vacationers  and 
campers. 

In  addition  to  the  devotionals,  the  eve¬ 
ning  community-building  gatherings  fea¬ 


tured  special  entertainment  and  variety 
programs. 

One  morning  worship  service,  which 
included  the  sacrament  of  Holy  Commu¬ 
nion,  featured  installation  of  the  new  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  National  Camping 
Methodists. 

The  new  president  of  the  organization 
is  Richard  Long  of  Danielson,  Conn. 

Local  chapters  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  plan  camp-outs  and  activities 
suited  to  their  climates  during  most  of 
the  year.  Those  include  indoor  events 
during  the  winter  months. 

In  1989,  the  15th  annual  national  rally 
is  scheduled  for  July  12-16  near  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts-New  Hampshire  border. 

$8-million  gift 
left  to  Disciples 

From  Disciples  News  Service 

INDIANAPOLIS — A  North  Carolina 
couple,  who  lived  modestly  and  never  got 
around  to  completing  plans  for  a  new 
home,  left  $8  million  to  their  church. 

The  unrestricted  gift  to  world  out¬ 
reach  of  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ)  by  DeWitt  and  Othel  Brown  is 
considered  the  largest  such  gift  ever 
made  to  a  Protestant  body  in  the  United 
States. 

Mrs.  Brown’s  brother,  the  Rev.  A.  Dale 
Fiers  of  Palm  Beach  Shores,  Fla.,  said 
the  Browns,  owners  of  a  news  and  maga¬ 
zine  distributorship  based  in  Charlotte, 
N.C.,  drew  up  plans  for  a  new  home  for 
themselves  but  were  too  interested  in 
helping  others  to  follow  through  with  it. 

Mr.  Brown  died  early  in  the  1980s,  and 
Mrs.  Brown  died  last  year. 


History  of  Hymns 

Words  to  song  changed 
to  give  the  ‘ glory 9  to  Jesus 


Sing  we  the  King  who  is  coming  to 
reign,  Glory  to  Jesus,  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain. 

Life  and  salvation  his  empire  shall 
bring,  Joy  to  the  nations  when  Jesus 
is  King. 

Come  let  us  sing  praise  to  our 
King, 

Jesus  our  King,  Jesus  our  King, 

This  is  our  song  who  to  Jesus  be¬ 
long: 

Glory  to  Jesus,  to  Jesus  our  King. 
By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  words  to  “Sing  We  the  King"  were 
written  in  1910  to  replace  a  text  that  was 
entitled  “O  That  Will  Be  Glory  for  Me,” 
written  10  years  earlier. 

The  original  song  was  inspired  by  Ed 
Card,  superintendent  of  St.  Louis'  Sun¬ 
shine  Rescue  Mission.  Known  as  "Old 
Glory  Face”  because  of  his  radiant  per¬ 
sonality  and  his  frequent  use  of  the  jubi¬ 
lant  expression  “Glory,”  Card  was  a 
popular  person.  His  fervent,  earnest 
prayers  always  ended  with  “and  that  will 
be  glory  for  me.” 

Charles  H.  Gabriel  knew  Card  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  Card’s  joyful  expressions  provided 
the  inspiration  for  the  song. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Charles  M. 
Alexander,  the  earliest  of  the  flamboy¬ 
ant  evangelistic  song  leaders,  “Sing  We 
the  King”  became  very  popular. 


Alexander  led  great  throngs  of  people 
in  “Sing  We  the  King,”  and,  in  some 
great  halls,  it  was  frequently  featured 
every  night.  Homer  Rodeheaver,  who 
succeeded  Alexander  as  a  popular  song 
leader,  also  had  great  success  with  Ga¬ 
briel’s  song. 

Robert  G.  McCutchan,  editor  of  the 
1935  Methodist  Hymnal,  once  said,  “If 
you  haven’t  heard  Homer  Rodeheaver 
lead  5,000  people  singing  ‘The  Glory 
Song,'  you  haven’t  lived!” 

Charles  Silvester  Home  greatly  en¬ 
joyed  the  music  but  was  bothered  by  Ga¬ 
briel’s  words,  “that  will  be  glory  for 
me,”  being  repeated. 

To  Horne,  this  saying  was  too  self-cen¬ 
tered  and  expressed  inadequately  the 
Christian  faith.  He  felt  that  the  words 
should  bring  “glory  to  Jesus,”  rather 
than  “glory  for  me.”  So,  he  wrote  new 
words  in  1910. 

A  student  in  the  first  class  of  Mans¬ 
field  College,  Oxford,  England,  Horae 
was  ordained  to  the  Congregational  min¬ 
istry  in  1889  and  served  a  congregation 
in  Kensington.  Later  he  became  known 
as  an  outstanding  preacher,  and  throngs 
came  to  hear  him  preach  at  Whitefield’s 
Central  Mission,  Tottenham  Court  Road, 
London. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“To  God  Be  the  Glory" 


Dear  Deborah 

How  can  church  patch  up 
6 rift 9  over  memorial  gift? 


Dear  Deborah, 

About  a  year  ago,  a  longtime  church 
member  died,  and  the  family  wanted  to 
give  a  picture  of  Jesus  as  a  memorial. 

The  family  wanted  it  hung  on  the  wall 
behind  the  altar  in  the  front  of  the  sanc¬ 
tuary,  which  has  nothing  on  it  now  but  a 
cross  higher  up. 

There  are  people  in  the  church  strong¬ 
ly  opposed  to  this  idea  because  it  would 
be  like  worshiping  images  and  against 
one  of  the  commandments. 

It  has  taken  this  long,  and  the  congre¬ 
gation  is  still  fighting  over  it,  so  the  fam¬ 
ily  is  furious  and  has  left  the  church.  The 
family  says  it  will  not  give  anything  at 
all  now. 

How  can  we  patch  this  thing  up? 

Ruth 

Dear  Ruth, 

What  a  tragedy  you  describe.  I’m 
not  sure  whether  an  apology  would 
be  of  use,  but  you  can  try.  I  suggest 
a  lot  of  prayer,  too. 

This  kind  of  situation  is  better  pre¬ 
vented  than  patched  up. 

Every  congregation  needs  a  policy 
for  handling  memorials  with  clear 
guidelines  about  who  makes  deci¬ 
sions  about  accepting  memorials 


and  what  is  to  be  done  with  them, 
for  both  money  and  specific  items 
like  the  picture.  Then  a  family  al¬ 
ready  in  grief  won’t  be  faced  with 
the  situation  you  describe. 

Another  reason  for  having  a  poli¬ 
cy  is  so  that  there  are  no  hurt  feel¬ 
ings  when  a  memorial  gets  worn  out, 
hymnals  for  example,  and  has  to  be 
replaced. 

There  should  be  authority  in  the 
congregation  to  make  such  deci¬ 
sions,  once  the  memorial  has  been 
given  to  the  church. 

However,  the  feelings  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  must  be  considered,  and  keeping 
the  family  informed  is  the  caring 
Christian  thing  to  do. 

Please  get  your  church  started  de¬ 
veloping  a  memorial  policy  right 
away  so  this  sort  of  thing  doesn't 
happen  again.  God  be  with  you  all. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Scoreboard  spells  out  Jesus’  message 

BUFFALO,  N.Y.— “I  Am  The  Way”  lights  up  the  scoreboard  behind  the 
Rev.  Billy  Graham  as  the  evangelist  begins  an  eight-day  crusade  at  Pilot 
Field.  The  message  is  from  John’s  the  Gospel.  The  apostle  remembers  Je¬ 
sus  saying,  “I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life;  no  one  comes  to  the 
Father  but  through  me."  The  crusade,  which  ended  Aug.  7,  was  Dr.  Gra¬ 
ham’s  first  one  of  the  year  in  the  United  States. 


Book  Review 

‘Kaffir  Boy’  lifts  the  curtain 
on  apartheid’s  horror  show 


"Kaffir  Boy"  by  Mark  Matbabane;  New 
York:  New  American  Library,  1986;  354 
pages,  $8.95. 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Do  not  yield  to  any  temptation  to  view 
this  biography  for  what  it  is  not. 

“Kaffir  Boy”  is  not  some  South  Afri¬ 
can  version  of  a  Horatio  Alger  tale  in 
which  "pluck  and  luck”  link  up  as  a  for¬ 
mula  for  overcoming  apartheid. 

Nor  is  it  a  modern-day  "Pilgrim’s  Pro¬ 
gress"  describing  how  Christian  faithful¬ 
ness  triumphs  over  racial  hatred  and 
unspeakable  degradation. 

It  is  not  Mark  Mathabane’s  personal 
prescription  for  how  black  South  Afri¬ 
cans  can  escape  apartheid  and  go  on  to 
graduate  from  an  American  college. 

Instead,  what  Mr.  Mathabane  offers  in 
his  extraordinary  account  of  life  under 
apartheid  is  "a  portrait  of  (his)  childhood 
.  .  .  with  the  hope  that  the  rest  of  the  world 
will  finally  understand  why  apartheid 
cannot  be  reformed:  it  has  to  be  abol¬ 
ished.” 

The  word,  “kaffir,”  by  the  way,  is  used 
in  South  Ajfrica  by  whites  to  refer  to 
blacks.  It  is  the  equivalent  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  term  “nigger." 

This  book,  for  most  readers,  is  an  in¬ 
sight  into  the  unknowable.  It  is  a  lens 
through  which  to  view  how  it  is  to  grow 
up  black  in  South  Africa. 

To  grow  up  black  in  that  country  is  to 
live  and  die  in  a  climate  of  "hate,  bitter¬ 
ness,  hunger,  pain,  terror,  violence,  fear, 
dashed  hopes  and  dreams,”  according  to 
Mr.  Mathabane. 

He  remembers,  vividly,  the  moment  in 
his  childhood  when  he  suddenly  knew 
what  it  means  to  be  black  in  South  Africa. 

His  father  was  arrested  by  the  police 
for  his  inability  to  obtain  the  proper  per¬ 


mit  to  reside  and  work  in  South  Africa. 

“  I  realized  that,  willy-nilly,  black 
people  had  to  map  out  their  lives,  their  fu¬ 
ture.  with  the  terror  of  the  police  in  mind. 

“And  that,  that  terror  led  to  the  hunger, 
the  loneliness,  the  violence,  the  helpless¬ 
ness,  the  hopelessness,  the  apathy  and  the 
suffering  with  which  I  was  surrounded. 

“My  father’s  repeated  arrests  gave  me 
insight  into  the  likely  nature  of  my  own 
future.” 

Mr  Mathabane  said  that  as  a  black 
boy,  the  odds  were  heavily  stacked 
against  his  establishing  a  normal,  stable 
family  when  he  came  of  age. 

“For  the  minute  I  left  boyhood  and  be¬ 
came  a  man,”  he  writes,  “I  too  would  be 
required  to  possess  the  odious  pass, 
which  had  to  be  in  order  at  all  times.  And 
the  chances  of  it  being  in  order  at  all 
times  were  nil,  for  I  knew  that,  as  with 
my  father,  the  authorities  would  always 
find  something  wrong  with  my  pass. 

“Knowing  that,  my  heart  sank,  and  I 
began  to  wonder  whether  life— black 
life— was  really  worth  living.  But  what 
other  life  was  there  to  live?” 

And  yet,  there  is  another  message  here 
for  the  Christian  community.  Mr.  Matha¬ 
bane  discovers  the  tiniest  chink  in  apart¬ 
heid’s  wall.  That  chink  was  shaped  by 
white  Christians  who  refused  to  fit  the 
stereotypes,  and,  with  their  help,  he 
slipped  through  it  to  a  new  life. 

Why  just  him?  Why  not  all  those  who 
suffer?  There  are  no  answers  to  those 
questions.  It  is  enough  for  the  reader  to 
know  the  kind  of  world  Mr  Mathabane 
left  behind,  so  the  reader  might  hear 
God's  voice  calling  all  who  listen  to  act 
justly  in  an  unjust  world. 

“Kaffir  Boy”  poignantly  reminds  all 
who  read  it  that  even  though  one  escaped 
from  that  world,  millions  of  black  chil¬ 
dren  will  not. 


Anglicans  take  steps 
toward  central  identity 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

CANTERBURY,  England — Churches  of 
the  Anglican  Communion,  loosely  confed¬ 
erated  and  decentralized,  are  taking  some 
small  steps  toward  identity  and  authority 

The  Anglican  community,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  28  independent  churches  around 
the  world,  has  always  cherished  the  au¬ 
tonomy  afforded  its  member  churches. 

The  mother  church  of  Anglicanism  is 
the  Church  of  England,  which  broke 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  1534. 
Anglicans  very  much  view  their  indepen¬ 
dent  structure  as  distinct  from  Rome's: 
They  have  no  pope,  and  they  have  no  col¬ 
lege  of  cardinals. 

But  a  price  is  sometimes  paid  for  that 
lack  of  centralized  authority,  demon¬ 
strated  most  dramatically  in  recent 
years  by  the  divisive  controversy  within 
Anglican  churches  over  ordination  of 
women  to  the  priesthood. 

Meeting  at  the  Lambeth  Conference, 
which  convenes  once  every  decade,  bish¬ 
ops  of  the  Anglican  Communion  ap¬ 
proved  a  resolution  to  have  their 
primates— the  principal  bishops  in  each 
of  the  churches— assume  “enhanced  re¬ 
sponsibility”  in  formulating  positions  on 
doctrinal,  moral  and  pastoral  matters. 

The  same  resolution,  adopted  Aug.  3, 
calls  for  regional  Anglican  conferences, 
asks  that  the  advice  of  primates  be  sought 
in  appointing  the  archbishop  of  Canter¬ 
bury  and  requests  that  an  advisory  body 
on  prayer  books  be  constituted  to  advise 
churches  on  prayer  book  revision. 

The  resolution  also  asks  that  a  special 
commission  be  assigned  the  task  of  ex¬ 
ploring  “the  meaning  and  nature  of  com¬ 
munion,”  a  task  described  as  urgent  to 
heading  off  further  “impaired  commu¬ 


nion”  among  churches  that  disagree  on 
women  in  the  priesthood. 

In  a  separate  resolution,  the  Lambeth 
Conference  asked  that  consideration  be 
given  to  preparing  a  statement  of  com¬ 
mon  purpose,  belief  and  practice  by 
member  churches. 

Taken  together,  all  of  these  represent  a 
delicate  effort  by  the  conference  to  bring 
some  measure  of  definition  and  authority 
to  the  far-flung  Anglican  community, 
which  embraces  70  million  people  served 
by  64,000  congregations  in  164  countries. 

Archbishop  Robert  Runcie  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  principal  archbishop  of  Anglican¬ 
ism,  told  bishops  he  welcomed  an 
enhanced  role  for  the  primates.  But  he, 
like  other  Anglican  bishops  at  the  confer¬ 
ence.  cautioned  that  the  authority  of  the 
primates  must  remain  “moral  rather 
than  legislative.” 

Archbishop  Runcie  added,  “The  pri¬ 
mates  are  those  entrusted  with  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  churches  and  are  thus 
recognizable  representatives  of  the 
whole  communion.  For  swift  and  effec¬ 
tive  action,  whether  on  doctrinal  ques¬ 
tions  or  for  concentrated  support  in  time 
of  crisis,  you  need  easy  communication.” 

Enhancing  the  role  of  primates,  he 
added,  would  provide  another  valuable 
service,  to  "keep  the  archbishop  of  Can¬ 
terbury  cut  down  to  size  as  essentially  a 
diocesan  bishop  and  not  a  constitutional 
monarch  or  alternative  pope.” 

Other  Anglican  leaders  were  eager  to 
suggest  that  enhancing  the  role  of  pri¬ 
mates  doesn’t  represent  an  abandonment 
of  traditional  church  independence. 

“It  is  not  an  attempt  to  start  building 
up  a  huge  central  secretariat,”  said 
Archbishop  Robert  Eames  of  Armagh, 
Ireland. 
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Earle  Labor  Named 
Wilson  Professor 


Dr.  Earle  Labor  -  Professor  of  English, 
author,  lecturer,  photographer, 
and  Jack  London  scholar  -  has 
been  named  the  George  A.  Wilson  Pro¬ 
fessor  of  American  Literature  at  Cente¬ 
nary  College. 

The  Wilson  Chair,  established  this 
spring  with  a  combined  $1  million  gift 
from  the  late  George  A.  Wilson  ’30  and 
from  the  Eminent  Scholars  Fund  of 
Louisiana,  is  Centenary’s  ninth  endowed 
chair. 

First  incumbent  of  the  Wilson  Chair, 
Dr.  Labor  will  be  installed  at  Presidents 
Convocation  Thursday,  Sept.  22,  at  1 1 
ain.  in  Brown  Chapel.  The  event,  free 
and  open  to  the  public,  will  also  include 
a  celebration  of  the  $1.9  million  renova¬ 
tion  of  Jackson  Hall.  It  is  in  this  building 
that  Dr.  Labor  has  taught  Centenary  stu¬ 
dents  for  33  years. 

World  renowned  for  his  scholarly 
work  on  the  American  author  Jack  Lon¬ 
don,  Dr.  Labor  has  been  recognized  with 
many  honors  and  awards,  including  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
(NEH)  Research  Programs  Grant  for  The 
Utters  of  lack  London ;  NEH  Senior  Fellow¬ 
ship;  American  Philosophical  Society 
Research  and  Travel  Grant;  Henry  E. 


Huntington  Library  Research  Fellow¬ 
ships,  and  Harvard  Summer  School  Vis¬ 
iting  Faculty  Program. 

Stanford  University  Press  is  pub¬ 
lishing  Dr.  Labor’s  fifth  book  this  sum¬ 
mer,  The  Utters  of  Jack  London  co-authored 
with  Dr.  Robert  C.  Leitz  and  I.  Milo 
Shephard.  His  other  books  are  Great 
Short  Works  of  Jack  London,  A  Handbook  of 
Critical  Approaches  to  Literature,  M andala:  Lit¬ 
erature  for  Critical  Analysis,  LIT:  Literature  and 
Interpretive  Techniques,  jack  Undon,  and  Jack 
Undon:  A  Klondike  Trilogy.  Dr.  Labor  is  also 
widely  published  in  The  E xplicator,  Renas¬ 
cence,  Critique,  Saturday  Review,  Studies  in 
Short  Fiction,  Jack  Undon  Newsletter,  and 
American  Literary  Realism. 

When  Dr.  Labor  gets  settled  in  his 
new  Jackson  Hall  office,  he  will  have  one 
more  new  project  to  tackle:  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  Jack  London  Research 
Center  at  Centenary.  Alumnus  Sam  Pet¬ 
ers  has  challenged  the  College  to  make 
it  happen  with  a  $25,000  gift  Part  of  the 
Center  would  be  a  London  Museum  "of 
importance  and  public  interest."  There 
would  also  be  occasional  international 
symposia. 

Labor,  London,  and  the  liberal  arts 
at  Centenary  -  marks  of  distinction. 


What  makes  Centenary  different? 
As  a  newcomer  to  the  staff,  this 
question  has  been  particularly 
relevant  for  me.  There  are  great  num¬ 
bers  of  colleges  and  universities  offer¬ 
ing  "higher  education"  on  today's  mar¬ 
ket.  Why  then,  a  Centenary?  Why  164 
years  of  unflagging  dedication  to  the  re¬ 
sponsible  education  of  young  men  and 
women?  What  is  there  about  a  Cente¬ 
nary  degree  that  sets  it  apart  from  equi¬ 
valent  degrees  from  other  institutions? 

Another  question... a  beginning 
point  might  be  to  ask  why  a  degree  at 
all?  Why  an  education  at  all?  Economic 
security?  Greater  opportunities  for  em¬ 
ployment/advancement  in  a  given  pro¬ 
fession?  Status  in  the  community? 
Valid  reasons,  all,  but  to  what  end? 

Often,  it  seems,  the  benefits  of  a 
higher  education  are  employed  for  the 
construction  of  islands  of  retreat  from 
the  hurts  of  a  needful  world.  An  educa¬ 
tion  is  treated  as  another  commodity  to 
be  bartered  in  the  marketplace.  You  cut 


the  best  deal  and  parlay  it  into  the 
highest  margin  of  profit  you  can. 

Where  then,  in  all  of  this  is  the 
value  of  "academy"  as  it  began  on  the 
porches  of  Greece?  Where  is  the  need¬ 
ful  attention  to  those  values  which  rise 
from  the  quest  of  the  human  spirit  to 
transcend  itself  in  pursuit  of  the 
brightest  and  best  in  human  experi¬ 


ence  and  potential?  What  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  the  ideal  that  education  is 
our  response  to  the  human  obligation 
for  the  betterment  of  humankind? 

What  has  happened  to  the  affirma¬ 
tion  of  Father  John  Wesley  that  a  vital 
faith  and  the  dedication  to  learning 
must  not  be  divided  one  from  the 
other?  At  Centenary  College,  that  ideal 
is  alive  and  well. 

Mahatma  Gandhi,  the  little  Hindu 
who  stood  against  the  wieght  of  the 
whole  British  Colonial  system,  was  once 
asked  what  frightened  him  most  in  this 
life.  His  reply?  "The  unconcern  of  the 
educated.” 

To  believe  that  value-free  educa¬ 
tion  is  possible  or  desirable,  is  to  en¬ 
dorse  value-less  education.  To  believe 
that  an  education  does  not  cany  with  it 
a  responsibilitiy  for  the  well-being  of 
one’s  fellows,  is  to  throw  education 
onto  the  auction  block  in  return  for  the 
largest  "mess  of  pottage”  bid. 

"Art,”  said  Michaelangelo,  "has  an 
enemy.  Its  name  is  ignorance."  Faith, 
too,  shares  the  same  enemy. 

As  long,  however,  as  there  are 
schools  like  Centenary  College,  with  its 
powerful,  self-avowed  ties  to  the 
church,  there  is  a  bastion  against  that 
enemy.  As  long  as  the  union  between 
College  and  Church  is  mutually  nur¬ 
tured  and  jointly  celebrated,  there  will 


A  Small  College  W itfi  a  World  View 


Centenary  College  President  Donald  A.  Webb  meets  with  Japanese  businessmen  in  Tokyo  in  an  effort  to  encourage  their 
investment  in  Northwest  Louisiana.  Dr.  Webb,  representing  education,  is  one  of  a  handful  of  men  selected  to  travel  to 
Japan  on  behalf  of  the  Shreveport  Chamber  of  Commerce.  His  sixth  trip  to  the  Orient,  Dr.  Webb  has  also  accompanied  the 
Centenary  College  Choir  on  two  concert  tours  to  Tokyo. 

„/* 


be  value  in  an  education  and  an  educa¬ 
tion  in  value,  and  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion  to  "Go,  and  teach ...”  will  be  made 
real  in  the  land  of  the  living. 

Centenary  College  and  the 
United  Methodist  Church  ...  in  their 
third  "octennium"  together . . .  "Mov¬ 
ing  Upstream!" 


Dale  Hensarling 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH  RELATIONS 


Call  me  If:  You  have  questions  about  church  related  meetings; 
if  you  would  like  a  representative  from  Centenary  to  speak  or 
preach,  or  make  a  presentation;  if  you  would  like  information 
regarding  church  sponsored  scholarships;  if  you  have  a  question 
or  concern  for  Centenary  and  don’t  know  where  to  start;  if  you 
need  a  resource  that  we  might  help  you  locate.  (318/869-5108) 

Colleges  and  Degrees:  BA,  Religion,  Millsaps  College,  lackson, 
MS;  Master  of  Theology,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU, 
Dallas,  TX 

Major  Interests:  Ministerial  Education  and  Development,  Lay 
Training  for  Ministry,  Reinhold  Niebuhr  writing,  preaching. 

Most  Fun:  Deep  friendships,  good  movies,  walking  at  night, 
cold  mornings  in  the  woods,  a  good  meal  and  a  good  play. 


Fall  Calendar  1988 


AUGUST 

Through  August  21 

HMONG  PA'NDAU  Fabrics 
and  Textiles  By  Laotians 
Meadows  Museum  of  Art 

27  through  September  30 

Sculpture  and  Drawings 
by  Gerald  W.  Ortego, 

Turner  Art  Center 
27  -  Registration 
29  -  Class  Work  Begins 

SEPTEMBER 

1 1  through  October  30 
20TH  CENTURY 
WATERCOLORS, 

Meadows  Museum  of  Art 
1 5  -  Centenary  Celebrates 
80th  Anniversary  of  the 
opening  of  Jackson  Hall 
22  -  President’s  Convocation 
and  Dedication  of  renovated 
Jackson  Hall 

23-24  -  Friends  of  Centenary 
Book  Bazaar,  Mall 
St.  Vincent 

OCTOBER 

6  -  Opening  Night  "The  Musical 
Comedy  Murders  of  1 940” 
Marjorie  Lyons  Playhouse 


OCTOBER  (Cent.) 

31  through  November  1 

''Rhapsody  fa  View"  by  the 
Centenary  College  Choir 


NOVEMBER 

13  through  December  1 1 
PAINTINGS  BY 
DR.  MARION  SOUCHON, 
Meadows  Museum  of  Art 
13-14  -  Preview  Days  for  High 

School  Juniors  and  Seniors 
25-26  -  CENTURY  CELLUNET 
CLASSIC,  Gold  Dome 


DECEMBER 

I  -  Opening  Night  "Steel 
Magnolias"  Marjorie  Lyons 
Playhouse 

3  -  GENTS  vs.  Ouachita 
Baptist,  Gold  Dome 
4-5  -  Preview  Days  for  High 

School  Juniors  and  Seniors 
5  -  GENTS  vs.  Hardin- 
Simmons.Gold  Dome 

16  -  Last  Day  of  Exams 

17  -  GENTS  vs.  Texas-San 

Antonio,  Gold  Dome 


Methodists  Can  Help 

Strategic  Credo  Is  Our  Goal 


Around  Campus 

By  John  Womble 
Vice  President  for  Development 


Ministerial  Fellows 

Two  United  Methodist  Ministers 
have  been  chosen  as  1988-89  Ministerial 
Fellows  at  Centenary. 

The  Rev.  Sherman  L  Beird  and  the 
Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear,  a  1965  graduate  of 
Centenary,  have  been  selected  to  come 
to  campus  as  the  guests  of  the  College 
for  two  weeks  of  study  with  all  College 
resources  available  to  them. 

The  Rev.  Beird  will  study  “Libera¬ 
tion  Theology  and  Wesleyan  Holiness." 
He  is  pastor  for  Montgomery,  Mt.  Zion, 
Atlanta,  and  St.  Maurice  United 
Methodist  Churches. 

"Accountability  in  Local  Congrega¬ 
tions"  will  be  the  subject  of  the  Rev. 
Willis  Dear,  who  is  pastor  of  Centenary/ 
Fisher  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
FrankJinton. 

The  Ministerial  Fellows  Program  is 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Office  of 
Church  Relations  at  Centenary,  the  Rev. 
Dale  Hensarling,  director 

Centenary  Names 
Fundraising  Cabinet 

Virginia  Kilpatrick  Shehee,  1943 
graduate  of  Centenary  College,  will  chair 


the  newly  formed  Cabinet  of  the  1 988-89 
Great  Teachers- Scholars  Fund. 

Now  in  its  29th  year,  the  annual 
fund  for  Centenary  College  has  grown 
from  $65,000  to  over  $800,000  for  1 987-88. 

Monies  raised  are  used  for  faculty 
salaries,  teaching  equpiment,  and  mate¬ 
rials,  books  for  the  library,  maintenance 
of  the  physical  plant  and  institutional 
scholarships  which  make  up  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  tuition  ($5400)  and  the  actual 
cost  of  a  student's  education  ($1 1,0001. 

Serving  with  Mrs.  Shehee  are  Har¬ 
vey  Broyles,  honorary  chariman;  Cecil  E. 
Ramey,  |r„  co-chairman  and  chairman- 
elect;  William  G.  Anderson  and  |ohn  T. 
Palmer,  Presidents  Club  Committee; 
Edwin  C.  Harbuck,  Founders'  Club  Com¬ 
mittee;  Taylor  Moore,  Columns  Club 
Committee;  Dr.  and  Mrs.  lames  R.  Lang, 
|r„  1825  Club  Committee;  Richard  D. 
Liles,  Century  Club  Committee;  lames 
M.  Goins,  Alumni  Committee;  Rev. 
Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Faculty/Staff  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Larry  Hudson,  Par¬ 
ents  Committee. 

Scott  Gilpin  is  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  for  annual  giving,  and  Nancy 
Hamer  is  director  of  giving  for  annual 
programs,  lohn  Womble  is  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  development. 

Centenary  College,  founded  in  1825 


in  lackson,  La.,  is  the  oldest  chartered 
institution  of  higher  learning  west  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  The  college  has  been 
named  '  One  of  the  Best  Buys  in  Educa¬ 
tion"  by  Edward  B.  Fiske,  education 
editor  of  The  New  York  Times,  and  one  of 
the  nation's  outstanding  colleges  by  US. 
News  and  Worif  Report. 


P review  Days 

Centenary  Preview  days  are  sched¬ 
uled  for  November  1 3  and  1 4,  and  De¬ 
cember  4  and  5.  These  events  are  de¬ 
signed  to  allow  high  school  juniors  and 
seniors  the  opportunity  to  experience 
first-hand  what  makes  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege  special.  Visitors  will  learn  why 
Centenary  has  excelled  in  quality  educa¬ 
tion  for  over  160  years.  These  days  are 
created  to  expose  students  to  both  the 
acadmeic  and  social  life  at  Centenary. 
Participants  will  attend  classes,  meet 
with  faculty  members,  have  students-  _ 
led  campus  tours,  and  attend  sessions 
concerning  admissions,  finanical  aid, 
and  career  counseling.  A  $10  fee  will 
cover  all  meals.  If  you  are  at  all  in¬ 
terested  in  coming,  call  the  Admissions 
Office  at  318-869-5131  for  more  details. 


Centenary  College  is  your  Methodist 
college.  Working  together,  the  trus¬ 
tees,  administration,  faculty,  stu¬ 
dents,  alumni,  churches,  and  other 
friends  of  the  College  can,  through  unity 
of  effort,  make  the  visions  of  greatness 
for  Centenary  come  true. 

There  are  several  areas  of  support 
that  only  churches  can  give; 

I.  Recruiting  -  encouraging  the  young 
people  in  your  own  church  to  con¬ 
sider  Centenary,  and  supporting 
them  when  they  go; 

2.  Scholarships  -  the  establishment  and 
growth  of  endowed  scholarships  will 
make  certain  that  qualified  Metho¬ 
dist  students  can  benefit  from  the 
Centenary  experience; 

3.  Individual  Support  -  within  the  church 
structure,  members  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  and  challenged  to  participate 
directly  in  support  of  the  College  and 
help  undergird  its  programs; 

4.  Visit  the  Campus  -  come  to  see  how  mar¬ 
velous  is  the  environment,  how  inspir¬ 
ing  the  structures,  how  vigorous  the 
lives  of  students  and  faculty;  in  short, 
see  the  investment  of  Louisiana 
Methodists  first  hand. 

So  that  you  can  be  caught  up  in 
the  momentum  of  inspiration  that  drives 
us,  please  read  the  following  "Strategic 


Credo"  from  our  Institutional  Strategic 
Plan.  It  will  help  you  see  where  Cente¬ 
nary  is  going: 

"We  aspire  to  be  one  of  the  best 
small  colleges  in  the  South.  Our  special 
mission  will  be  to  earn  a  national  reputa¬ 
tion  for  attaining  extraordinary  levels  of 
academic  performance  from  our  students. 

Our  students  will  aim  for  and  reach 
superior,  measurable  standards  in  both 
liberal  studies  and  in  professional  pro¬ 
grams.  We  will  be  noted  for  our  vibrant 
and  stimulating  campus  life  where  out¬ 
standing  scholars,  artists,  and  leaders  in¬ 


teract  with  our  students  and  faculty. 

Our  student  population  will  be  cos¬ 
mopolitan.  There  will  be  a  rich  diversity 
of  persons  from  different  cultures,  areas, 
and  age  groups. 

Unlike  most  other  colleges,  we  will 
be  concerned  with  aspects  beyond 
academic  work.  Culture,  character,  and 
career  will  be  our  sustaining  cause. 

Our  college  will  be  noted  as  a 
leader  in  higher  education  and  for  its 
willingness  to  try  new  ventures.  It  will 
also  be  noted  as  a  place  where  leaders 
are  nurtured  and  produced. 

Centenary  College  will  be  a  reg¬ 
ional  center  for  the  performing  and  vis¬ 
ual  arts. 

While  the  primary  focus  of  the  cam¬ 
pus  will  be  an  undergraduate  education, 
Centenary  College  will  offer  a  few  dis¬ 
tinctive  graduate  programs  which  meet 
the  special  needs  of  mature  persons. 

Centenary's  physical  plant  and 
grounds  will  provide  a  visual  statement 
as  to  the  quality  of  learning  which  takes 
place  here,  as  well  as  the  pride  we  have 
in  the  campus's  beauty  and  integrity. 

Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  will 
stand  out  as  a  small,  residential,  church- 
related  college  which  is  rooted  in  the 
liberal  arts  and  at  the  same  time  is  prog¬ 
ressive,  pioneering,  and  bold." 
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United  Methodist  Foundation  —  The  secret  is  out 


In  observance  of  United  Methodist 
Foundation  Month,  two  United  Methodist 
laymen  have  been  asked  to  share  their 
personal  convictions  about  the  Founda¬ 
tion.  This  summer,  Judge  Billy  Kline 
from  Clinton  and  Irwin  Felps  of  Baton 
Rouge,  have  been  helping  train  selected 


Irwin  Felps 


lay  people  to  carry  the  message  of  the 
Foundation  to  local  churches  throughout 
South  Louisiana.  Each  of  them  will  ad¬ 
mit  they  had  a  lot  of  learning  to  do  them¬ 
selves  about  the  Foundation  before  they 
could  train  others  to  go  into  churches. 

Judge  Kline,  a  lifelong  United  Method- 


Judge  Billy  Kline 


ist,  says  he  only  recently  gained  an  in 
depth  knowledge  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Foundation,  and  he  likes  what 
he  has  learned.  He  is  committed  to  edu¬ 
cating  United  Methodists  about  how  it 
touches  and  serves  individuals.  An  im¬ 
pressive  feature  of  the  Foundation  ad¬ 
ministration  is  its  ability  to  help 
individual  Methodists,  pastors  and  con¬ 
gregations  plan  programs  of  giving  so 
their  desires  will  be  fulfilled  in  the  light 
of  family,  estate,  tax  and  other  consider¬ 
ations.  He  likes  the  flexibility  regarding 
methods  of  giving  and  designation  of 
beneficiaries,  and  especially  encourages 
memorial  donations  to  the  Foundation. 

One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of 
the  Foundation  to  Kline  is  that  it  acts  as 
a  central  investment  agency  for  pooling 
resources  and,  at  Conference  expense, 
provides  professional  management,  ex¬ 
cellent  returns  on  investments  and  im¬ 
mediate  availability  of  funds  anytime  — 
not  just  at  designated  time  periods. 

Kline’s  sense  of  the  United  Methodist 
family  has  been  reinforced  with  his 
awareness  that  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  was  created  to  help  each 
family  member  invest  effectively  in  the 
present  and  future  ministries  of  Christ 
through  the  Church. 

Irwin  Felps,  a  Baton  Rouge  banker, 


endorses  the  Foundation  as  an  excellent 
vehicle  to  utilize  in  our  stewardship.  He 
calls  it  “one  of  the  best  kept  secrets  in 
our  Conference.” 

“Most  of  us  are  aware  of  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  stewardship  of  our  current  earn¬ 
ings,  however,  many  are  not  as  aware  of 
the  importance  of  stewardship  of  our  ac¬ 
cumulated  wealth,”  Felps  said.  “Once 
we  understand  the  concept  of  steward¬ 
ship  in  relation  to  our  accumulated  pos¬ 
sessions,  then  we  can  realize  the 
significance  of  the  Foundation  in  accom¬ 
plishing  its  goals  —  and  our  goals  for 
ministry.  Through  its  structure  and  per¬ 
sonnel,  the  Foundation  assures  that  our 
gifts  are  utilized  in  the  most  effective 
way  to  accomplish  the  Lord’s  work.” 

“When  Blackwater  UMC  sold  bonds 
for  our  building  program,  we  invested 
the  funds  with  the  Foundation,”  Felps 
said.  "Whenever  the  contractor  needed  a 
check,  large  or  small,  all  we  had  to  do 
was  to  contact  Jimmie  Caraway,  the 
Foundation  Director,  and  the  check  was 
written  and  on  its  way  within  24  hours 
with  absolutely  no  administrative  cost  to 
our  church.  And,  of  course,  the  funds 
were  earning  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  they  would  have  earned  in  another 
institution.” 


Training  sessions  have  been  held  in 
Baton  Rouge,  Lafayette,  Lake  Charles 
and  Hammond.  Listed  below  are  people 
you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  wel¬ 
come  as  they  come  to  share  information 
with  you  about  your  Foundation. 

BATON  ROUGE 
DEVELOPMENT  TEAM 
Team  Leader:  Nina  Nichols  Pugh 

Members:  William  H.  Brown 

Ruall  Cook 
Matthew  Crawford 
Bridger  Eglin 
Bert  Faulk 
Lydia  Jones 
Joe  Kelley 
Fred  Loy 
Richard  Matheny 
Shelby  McKenzie 
Nell  Mitchell-Doughty 
Rogers  Newman 
T.  O.  Perry 
Bob  Rainier 
David  Saint 

HAMMOND  DEVELOPMENT  TEAM 
Team  Leader:  Dan  Durham,  II 

Members:  Gene  Pregeant 

Robert  Jackson 
Buck  Cefalu 
Nick  Saladino 
Bob  Morrison 
Weldon  Averette 


Dick  Freshwater 
Pleasant  Sibley 
L.  P.  Batte 
Angus  Carruth 

LAFAYETTE  DEVELOPMENT  TEAM 
Team  Leader:  Jack  Drake 

Members:  Kay  Riedel 

Ross  Ford 
Tommy  Green 
J.  D.  Lormand 
Pat  Clower 
Jack  Paris 
Howard  McKissack 
Jim  Michel 
Mike  Chaffin 
Bob  McCormick 
Don  Chadwick 
Jim  Fowler 
Guyton  Watkins 
S.  G.  Lawton 
Jim  Nichols 

LAKE  CHARLES 
DEVELOPMENT  TEAM 
Team  Leader:  John  E.  Bergstedt 

Members:  Sam  Wilkinson 

Gordon  Frenzel 
Stuart  Kay 
Ray  Gipson 
Grayson  Watson 
Gerald  Cormier 
David  McCain 


Pictorial  Directory  Information 

Some  of  the  pictures  taken  during  Annual  Conference  for  the  Pictorial 
Directory  have  been  switched  at  the  Olan  Mills  office.  If  you  have  received 
someone  else’s  picture  by  mistake,  please  send  it  to  Kim  Dent  at  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

As  soon  as  possible,  we  will  send  the  correct  picture  back  to  you.  Thank  you 
for  your  cooperation. 


Methodist  Cursillo  Events  Set 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Cursillo 
held  its  second  annual  state-wide  reunion 
Saturday,  July  9,  at  Tall  Timbers  Baptist 
Conference  Center.  More  than  100  people 
from  all  over  the  state  gathered  for  an 
afternoon  of  food,  fellowship  and  wor¬ 
ship. 

Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  the  Spiritual  Ad¬ 
visor  for  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Cursillo,  conducted  the  worship  assisted 
by  Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  pastor  of  St. 
Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton 
Rouge.  Byron  Brown,  a  layperson  from 
South  Carolina,  spoke  to  the  group  about 
KAIROS,  a  national  lay  prison  ministry 
helping  to  spread  Christ  through  a  three- 
day  weekend  course  similar  to  Cursillo. 

Prior  to  the  reunion,  a  meeting  of  the 
state-wide  governing  body  of  Cursillo 


was  held  to  conduct  business  and  elect 
officers.  Chairpersons  for  1989  will  be 
Wilbur  and  Jan  McCannon  of  Asbury 
UMC,  Lafayette  and  Steve  and  Suzette 
Lowe  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 
were  elected  to  co-chair  in  1990.  John 
and  Carolyn  Carnahan  of  First  UMC  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge  have  provided  leadership  to 
the  movement  in  1988. 

United  Methodist  Cursillo  weekends 
are  held  four  times  a  year  at  Tall  Tim¬ 
bers  Conference  Center.  The  next  Cur¬ 
sillo  event  will  be  held  November  10-13. 

If  you  would  like  more  information  or 
are  interested  in  making  application  to 
attend  a  weekend,  contact  the  registrar 
Bobby  Potts  at  1829  Tulip  St.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802  or  call  her  at  (504)  346- 
1522. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Scott  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Lettsworth  held  a  spiritual  vo¬ 
cational  Bible  School.  The  theme  for  the 
school  was  “Living  for  Jesus.”  There 
were  45  persons  in  attendance.  The 
teachers  were  Marsha  Jackson,  Sharon 
M.  Gooch  and  Florence  Robinson.  Robin¬ 
son  was  the  guest  teacher  and  speaker 
from  Kenner  and  is  a  member  of  the  Lit¬ 
tle  Zion  Baptist  Church.  Mrs.  Hilmer 
Holmes  served  as  the  recorder  and  Rev. 
Obie  J.  Southall  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Audiovisuals  for  use  with  the  new  mis¬ 
sion  studies  are  now  available  from  the 
Conference  AV  Library.  Those  for  use 
with  the  study,  “Faces  of  Poverty  in  Our 
Midst”  include  a  slide  set,  “The  Faces  of 
Poverty  in  Our  Midst”  and  a  VHS  video¬ 
tape,  “Faces  of  Poverty.”  There  is  also  a 
slide  set,  “South  Africa,”  and  a  filmstrip, 
“Keromamang:  Whom  Shall  I  Send?” 
that  accompanies  the  study,  “South  Afri¬ 
ca.”  For  more  information,  please  call 
the  Conference  AV  Library  at  (504) 
346-1646. 

•  *  * 

Mount  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  held  its  second  annual 
Leadership  Development  Retreat  at 
Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  Church  in  Slidell  re¬ 
cently.  More  than  100  leaders  and  learn¬ 
ers  explored  and  pondered  the  Retreat 
theme,  “What  does  God  expect  of  Me?” 
The  Retreat  included  study,  reflection, 
recreation,  fellowship  and  worship  with 
special  music  performed  by  the  Mount 
Zion  UMC  Gospel  Choir.  Retreat  speak¬ 
ers  and  leaders  were:  Inez  Chrisentery, 
Rev.  Percell  Church,  Thomas  Livingston, 
Rev.  McKinley  Franklin,  Chaplain  Judy 
Nelson,  Jacqueline  Campbell,  Rev.  Tim 
Lawson,  J.  Vernita  Booker,  Urselle  P. 
Lunnon,  Rev.  Randall  Campbell,  Gloria 


Hygh,  Rev.  Roger  Lathan  and  Rev.  Les¬ 
lie  P.  Norris.  Many  topics  were  ad¬ 
dressed,  including  Missions/Health  and 
Welfare  Ministry,  the  Whole  Story  about 
Worship  and  How  Can  I  Help  My  Church 
to  Grow  ? 

A  special  service  of  worship  was  held 
at  the  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge  on  Pentecost  Sunday  by 
celebrating  John  Wesley’s  Aldersgate 
Experience.  The  theme  of  that  service 
was  “A  Heart  Strangely  Warmed.”  Other 
outstanding  features  of  the  service  in¬ 
cluded  readings  from  Wesley’s  Journal, 
elements  taken  from  the  actual  1786  ser¬ 
vice  performed  at  Wesley  Chapel  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  the  sermon,  “Not  by  Devotion  to 
Duty  Alone,”  was  delivered  by  Pastor 
Kenneth  Fisher.  The  service  was  en¬ 
hanced  by  a  display  of  pictures  and  arti¬ 
facts  collected  by  the  Fishers  during 
their  1987  visit  to  London  and  Wesley’s 
Chapel. 

*  *  * 

The  250th  anniversary  of  John  Wesley’s 
“Heart-Warming”  experience  was  cele¬ 
brated  at  First  UMC,  Jonesville  during 
morning  worship  on  May  22,.  A  covered 
dish  luncheon  followed.  Later  that  after¬ 
noon,  the  One  Way  Singers,  teen  Christian 
music  singers  during  the  early  ’70s,  had  a 
reunion  and  presented  a  concert  of  their 
favorite  selections.  Rev.  Joseph  L. 
Rountree  is  the  pastor. 

*  *  * 

Mangum  UMC  in  Shreveport  is  hold¬ 
ing  a  “Buy  a  brick  —  help  build  the  church” 
fund  raiser.  Bricks  can  be  bought  for  $1 
and  the  money  is  going  toward  the 
churches  building  project.  Sunday  school 
classes,  families  and  different  individ¬ 
uals  have  been  purchasing  the  bricks.  Dr. 
John  Braden  is  the  pastor  at  Mangum. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Kelso  Gaines  retired  minister  of  old.  He  is  survived  by  four  children,  El- 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on  Au-  ton  Gaines,  Milton  Gaines,  Ora  Lee 
gust  6,  1988.  Rev.  Gaines  was  96  years  Gaines  and  Rosa  Lee  Gaines. 


Around  the  Conference 


EXCITING  RETREAT  -  Nolley  Memorial  UMC  hosted  the  UMW  Spring  Re¬ 
treat  for  the  Alexandria  district.  Approximately  53  women  attended.  Pictured  are 
from  1.  to  r.,  Betty  Ferrington,  Conference  UMW  vice-president,  Tracy  Ferrington, 
Audrey  Maxwell,  Nolley  UMW  vice-president,  Magdalynn  Drewett,  UMW  President 
at  Nolley  and  Eloise  Cox,  Alexandria  District  Membership  chairperson. 


MUSIC  MAKERS  —  The  Youth  Choir  of  First  UMC  Minden  have  presented  a  mu¬ 
sical,  “Friends  Forever,”  under  the  direction  of  Judy  Dodson.  They  have  taken  the 
musical  to  elementary  schools,  a  church  in  Texas  and  St.  Marks  UMC  in  Monroe,  in 
addition  to  performing  at  their  own  church  and  at  the  Junior  High  Retreat  at  Caney 
Conference  Center. 


DEDICATION  —  A  dedication  service  was  held  at  the  Atlanta  UMC  to  celebrate 
their  past  25  years.  Pictured  are,  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  George  Duerson;  Nathan  Avant,  who 
grew  up  in  the  community;  ex-pastor  of  Atlanta,  Heaton  Crammer,  Sherman  Beird; 
ex-pastor  of  Atlanta,  Elmer  Malone  and  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint. 


UNEXPECTED  VISITOR  —  Benton  UMC  celebrated  the  250th  anniversary  of 
the  Aldersgate  experience  with  a  surprise  visit  from  John  Wesley  himself,  played 
by  the  church’s  pastor  Rob  Weber.  He  appeared  to  examine  the  society  (congrega¬ 
tion)  as  to  their  "faith  and  good  works.” 


SPECIAL  ENDOWMENT  —  The  Mi- 
dyett  Bible  Class  at  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  Bossier  City  has  a  new 
endowed  scholarship  at  Centenary  Col¬ 
lege,  thanks  to,  1.  to  r.,  Ron  Easterling, 
associate  pastor  of  First  UMC,  Bossier 
City;  Dr.  John  Lee,  senior  pastor;  Dr. 
Don  Wilcox  of  Centenary  College;  Ken¬ 
neth  Prim,  chairman  of  the  Educational 
Fund  Committee  of  the  Midyett  Class; 
Scott  Gilpin  of  Centenary  College  and 
Richard  Simmons,  president  of  the  Mi¬ 
dyett  Class.  Interest  from  the  $5,000 
scholarship  will  be  awarded  to  a  student 
from  the  church  or  Conference. 


GOLD  MEDALIST  —  Dr.  Leonard 
Cooke,  retired  minister  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  participated  in  the  Golfing 
competition  of  the  Senior  Olympics  held 
at  LSU.  This  now  80-year-old  golfer  shot 
an  88  and  took  the  gold  medal  in  the 
event. 


THE  GRADUATES  —  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  members  Ricky  Willis  and 
James  Huber  received  their  Master  of 
Divinity  degrees  this  past  May  from  the 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri. 


SPECIAL  PROGRAM  -  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Mansfield  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  program  of  outreach  to  the 
congregation  called  a  “Journey  of 
Love.”  It  began  with  a  church-wide  ban¬ 
quet  on  Valentine’s  Day  and  continued 
through  late  spring.  Each  week,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  congregation  were  asked  to 
do  something  for  someone  else,  like 
writing  notes  or  telephoning  someone. 
Mrs.  Casey  Stokes,  a  member  of  the 
congregation,  designed  the  logo  for  the 
program. 
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Are  we  victims  of  ‘heart  disease’? 


True  or  false? 

Although  the  number  of  “mainline" 
church  members  has  declined  over  the 
past  20  years,  the  giving  of  those  who  re¬ 
main  members  has  increased. 

Answer:  True— and  false! 

According  to  “empty  tomb  inc.,”  a  re¬ 
search  and  service  organization  based  in 
Champaign,  Ill.,  it’s  true:  Total  giving  in 
recent  years  has  increased  in  many  de¬ 
nominations  with  declining  member¬ 
ships,  including  United  Methodism  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  12). 

That  fact  is  misleading,  however,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  recent  “empty  tomb”  report. 

The  “empty  tomb”  survey  found  that 
the  percentage  of  personal  income  do¬ 
nated  to  churches  actually  has  decreased 
during  the  past  two  decades.  From  1968- 
85.  after-tax  income  adjusted  for  infla¬ 
tion  grew  by  31  percent.  But  the  survey 
found  that  per-member  contributions  for 
the  same  period,  in  proportion  to  in¬ 
come,  dropped  by  8.5  percent. 

The  downward  trend  in  proportional 
giving  is  almost  as  disturbing  as  our 
church’s  20-year  membership  decline. 
Among  other  things,  it  appears  to  be 
symptomatic  of  a  lessening  commit¬ 
ment  and  involvement  by  many  who 
continue  to  be  listed  as  church  mem¬ 
bers.  Those  whose  commitment  level 
drops  today  are  likely  to  become  those 
who  drop  out  altogether  tomorrow. 

The  “empty  tomb”  findings  about  giving 
habits  puts  to  rest  several  efforts  to  ratio¬ 
nalize  our  declining  membership,  such  as: 

•“We  may  be  fewer  in  numbers,  but 
those  who  remain  are  more  dedicated.” 

•“A  numerically  ‘leaner’  church  is 

etters  to  the  Editor 


spiritually  ‘meaner,’  that  is,  more  will¬ 
ing  to  practice  sacrificial  service.” 

•  “We’re  meeting  our  financial  obliga¬ 
tions,  so  what's  there  to  worry  about?" 

In  fact,  an  8.5  percentage  drop  in  giv¬ 
ing  indicates  there’s  a  lot  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  about. 

The  church  may  have  more  dollars 
than  ever  before.  But  lower  proportional 
giving  means  a  reduction  in  our  sense  of 
personal  investment  in  fulfilling  God’s 
purposes  on  earth. 

Put  another  way,  if  peoples  hearts 
tend  to  be  where  their  treasure  is,  as  Je¬ 
sus  taught,  many  of  our  churches  are  ex¬ 
periencing  a  type  of  progressive  “heart 
disease."  It’s  marked  by  anemic  giving 
habits  as  well  as  reduced  membership 
and  attendance.  That,  in  turn,  reduces 
our  capacity,  and  our  desire,  to  reach  out 
in  witness  and  mission  to  others. 

By  contrast,  congregations  that  are 
thriving— spiritually  and  numerically— 
tend  to  have  in  common  a  deep  and  active 
commitment  to  more  than  nominal  finan¬ 
cial  support.  Giving  habits  in  such  congre¬ 
gations  typically  increase,  not  decrease,  in 
proportion  to  personal  resources. 

When  was  the  last  time  proportional 
giving— that  is,  giving  according  to  a  per¬ 
centage  of  one’s  income— was  discussed 
and  encouraged  in  your  congregation? 

Where  such  encouragement  is  regular¬ 
ly  given  and  heeded,  congregations  typi¬ 
cally  grow,  and  their  members  discover 
a  practical  and  joyful  way  to  grow  spiri¬ 
tually. 

That’s  especially  true  of  those  who  set 
10  percent  of  their  income  as  a  fitting, 
but  not  necessarily  maximum,  goal  for 
supporting  the  cause  of  Christ. 
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We  need  to  do  more  than  pray 
about  injustice  in  the  Holy  Land 


BUT,  LORt>,  I 
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Blackstone 


By  BARBARA  BLACKSTONE 

Several  months  ago  my  pastor,  in  his 
children’s  sermon,  told  of  his  approach¬ 
ing  trip  to  the  Holy  Land. 

Howard  Burrell  invited  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  in  our  church  to  | 
write  a  prayer  on  a 
card.  He  said  he  j 
would  see  that  all 
their  prayers  were 
inserted  into  the 
“Wailing  Wall”  in  Je¬ 
rusalem. 

When  he  extended 
the  invitation  to  the 
adults  in  the  congregation,  I  decided  to 
take  him  up  on  his  offer.  But  with  all  the 
suffering  and  animosity  in  this  land  that 
the  three  great  monotheistic  religions 
call  “holy, "-I  questioned  just  what 
prayer  I  would  like  to  have  him  insert  in 
that  Western  “Wailing”  Wall. 

•  More  than  half  of  the  6  million  Pal¬ 
estinians  who  lived  in  the  land  from 
which  Israel  was  created  were  displaced 
by  the  1947  British  action  and  the  result¬ 
ing  warfare.  They  who  are  scattered 
without  a  sense  of  nationhood  (just  as  the 
Jews  were  also  dispersed  for  so  many 
centuries)  need  our  prayers. 

•Millions  of  Palestine’s  inhabitants 
remained,  and,  in  1967,  Israel  took  con¬ 
trol  of  much  more  territory.  Although 
much  of  the  Sinai  peninsula  has  been  re¬ 
turned  to  Egypt,  the  West  Bank  of  the 


Boycotts  continue  to  spark  reader  debate 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  married  clergyman  with  three 
children  living  on  what  I  believe  to  be  an 
average  salary. 

On  the  one  hand,  I  believe  that  almost 
all  farm  workers  and  agricultural  labor¬ 
ers  should  receive  higher  wages  and  en¬ 
joy  better  working  conditions  and 
benefits.  The  hardest  work  I  have  ever 
attempted  was  “chopping  cotton”  and 
pulling  bolls”  on  a  small  East  Texas 
farm  many  years  ago. 

On  the  other  hand,  after  paying  essen¬ 
tial  bills,  health-insurance  premiums, 
tithing  and  trying  to  save  for  the  future, 
my  family  and  I  almost  never  buy  table 
grapes  at  $1.50  a  pound,  iceberg  lettuce 
at  89  cents  a  head  or  bing  cherries  at 
$1.49  pound. 

We  enjoy  grapes,  lettuce  and  cherries 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
hook,  chapter,  verge — of  the  following: 

“I  believe  that  I  shall  see  the  good¬ 
ness  of  the  Ix>rd  in  the  land  of  the 
living!  Wait  for  the  Lord;  be  strong, 
and  let  your  heart  take  courage;  yea, 
wait  for  the  Lord!”  (RSV) 

(Submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer,  Rosedale,  Va.) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  100:1-2) 

Readings  for  week  of  August  29 

Monday:  Psalms  121 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  2:1-4, 10-12 
Wednesday:  Ephesians  6:1-9 
Thursday:  Ephesians  6:10-20 
Friday:  Mark  7:1-8 
Saturday:  Mark  7:9-13 
Sunday:  Mark  7:14-15,  21-23 
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but  simply  feel  that  we  cannot  ordinarily 
afford  them.  We  regard  such  food  items 
as  luxuries  for  special  occasions. 

So,  for  us,  a  boycott  of  any  of  the  three 
items  would  be  meaningless.  If  each 
farm  laborer  or  agricultural  worker 
were  paid  an  extra  10  cents  a  pound  and 
if  the  extra  cost  were  added  to  the  price 
of  grapes,  for  example,  we  would  buy 
even  fewer  table  grapes  at  $1.69  pound. 

At  the  same  grocery  store  we  could 
buy  excellent  ground  beef,  which  we  eat 
a  lot  of,  for  the  same  price,  $1.69  pound.  I 
believe  that  in  reality,  most  people- 
even  most  United  Methodists— are  pri¬ 
marily  interested  in  paying  less  for  table 
grapes,  lettuce  and  cherries. 

This  point  illustrates  the  complexity 
of  the  problems  facing  food  and  fiber 
producers  in  the  United  States. 

As  professional  church  people,  we  are 
both  arrogant  and  naive  if  we  claim  to 
have  all  of  the  answers  to  the  problems 
of  agriculture. 

Boycotts,  selective  or  otherwise,  seem 
to  me  to  be  very  simplistic  responses  to 
very  serious  and  intricate  problems. 

At  times  we  must  reluctantly  admit 
that  some  problems,  among  them  agri¬ 
cultural  ones,  simply  have  no  immediate 
solution. 

In  those  instances,  we  might  do  well  to 
strive  to  minister  to  the  human  needs  of 
the  people  involved  while  seeking  and 
praying  for  wisdom. 

Charles  Tuppmann 
San  Antonio,  Texas 

Emphasize  spiritual  growth 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  very  concerned  over  the  number 
of  articles  about  the  grape  boycott  and 
the  lack  of  attention  paid  to  the  spiritual 
growth  of  our  church. 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  we  are  los¬ 
ing  church  members  because  we  are 
stressing  socio-economic  problems  and 
neglecting  the  spiritual  well-being  of  our 
population  as  well  as  our  members. 

I  feel  strongly  that  the  socio-economic 
problems,  such  as  the  grape  boycott, 
would  be  resolved  if  our  spiritual  needs 
were  made  as  important  an  issue. 

I  am  not  suggesting  that  we  abandon 
socio-economic  issues.  But  I  would  hope 
that  we  could  concentrate  on  spiritual  is¬ 
sues,  and  I  believe  that  the  other  prob¬ 
lems  would  solve  themselves  or  at  least 
would  be  solved  by  people  working  in  a 
more  enlightened  spirit. 

Sibley  Hansen 
Grass  Valley,  California 

I’ll  still  buy  Shell 

To  the  Editor: 

Upon  completing  my  high  school  and 
business  college  studies  back  in  the  De¬ 
pression  yefirs,  I  received  my  first  job 
with  the  Shell  Oil  Co.  in  St.  Louis. 

The  company  treated  me  fine.  I  had  no 
complaints  and  have  used  Shell  products 
for  years. 

As  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
where  I  am  a  retired  clergyman,  I  shall 
continue  to  buy  Shell  products  regardless 
of  the  so-called  boycott  by  a  few  United 
Methodist  people. 

Herman  A.  Lehwald 
Ballwin,  Missouri 

Boycott  is  right  action 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  letters  concerning  the 
boycott  of  the  Shell  Oil  Co.,  one  anecdote 
in  Joseph  Lelyveld’s  book,  "Move  Your 
Shadow,”  kept  recurring  to  me. 

He  tells  of  a  20-year-old  black  woman 
who  was  killed  by  two  bull  terriers  at 
her  white  employer’s  home  when  they 
broke  free  of  their  chains.  The  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
was  besieged  with  calls  from  whites 
wishing  to  purchase  the  dogs. 

Lelyveld  adds,  parenthetically,  that 
the  victim’s  employer  did  not  know  her 
name. 

I  read  in  the  letter’s  column  that  no 
one  likes  apartheid,  not  Shell,  not  Shell 


jobbers.  How,  one  might  ask,  is  that  go¬ 
ing  to  change  apartheid? 

I  commend  and  congratulate  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  for  doing  the  dan¬ 
gerous  thing,  with  the  knowledge  that 
there  is  much  to  be  lost,  as  is  so  evident 
in  the  Letters  to  the  Editor  column. 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  the  church 
finally  makes  a  moral  stand  such  as  this 
one.  United  Methodists  have  at  least  two 
choices. 

One,  they  can  rejoice  in  receiving  a 
firm  moral  support  from  the  church  and 
act  in  the  world  on  their  beliefs  in  Chris¬ 
tian  justice. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  can  turn  back 
in  anger  at  the  church  for  saying,  "Hey, 
there  is  something  morally  wrong  here, 
and  it  cannot  continue!” 

I  would  ask  those  who  express  anger 
at  the  church  if  they  have  expressed  so 
much  anger  and  outrage  to  the  designers 
and  implemented  of  apartheid? 

If  not,  do  they  really  find  a  call  for  the 
boycott  of  Shell  to  be  morally  worse  than 
the  systematic  dehumanization  of  26  mil¬ 
lion  people,  many  of  them  Methodists 
who  have  asked  for  our  help? 

Is  the  boycott  a  lever  that  might  just 
help  move  the  boulder  that  is  apartheid, 
or  is  being  critical  of  any  church  that 
takes  the  risk  to  propose  such  a  thing  fol¬ 
lowing  the  path  Christ  might  have  taken? 

Daniel  L.  Nagengast 
Topeka,  Kansas 

Article  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

This  is  a  clarification  of  and  addition 
to  the  July  22  article  by  Roberta  Sap- 
pington  headlined,  “UM  funded  nursing 
school  feeds  children.” 

The  funding  of  the  project  was  started 
in  1984  when  I  volunteered  as  missionary 
to  the  Philippines.  The  seed  money  was 
given  by  Mount  Vernon  Place  United 
Methodist  Church,  personal  friends  and 
my  family. 

Three  months  ago,  I  was  in  the  Philip¬ 
pines.  While  I  was  there,  Heart  Inc.  was 
able  to  build  a  permanent  kitchenette  in 
which  mothers  could  cook  to  feed  the 
malnourished  children.  For  the  past 
three  years  food  had  been  prepared  in 
the  slum  kitchens,  and  that  was  not  a 
healthy  situation.  Running  water  has 
also  been  installed.  Thanks  be  to  God. 

Before  the  year  ends,  I  hope  to  go 
there  to  set  up  a  thrift  exchange  so  the 
mothers  can  work.  Funds  generated  can 
be  used  to  expand  the  program.  For  ev¬ 
ery  10  children  born  in  the  Philippines, 
seven  are  malnourished. 

Two  years  ago,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  through  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  gave 
Heart  Inc.  $2,000. 

Let  us,  as  people  of  God,  continue  the 
task  set  before  us. 

Raquel  B.  Cabanilla 
Baltimore,  Maryland 

Let’s  have  ‘success  stories’ 

To  the  Editor: 

About  the  letter  to  the  editor  “Do  we 
really  Want  to  grow?”  by  Paul  D.  Duerk- 
sen  (see  UMR,  Aug.  5),  I  would  like  to 
hear  from  North  Georgia. 

It  would  be  a  great  service  if  the  Re¬ 
porter  would  run  a  column  of  “success 
stories”  each  week  from  successful  con¬ 
ferences  like  that. 

Howard  J.  Cummons 
Vienna,  West  Viginia 

We  want  shepherds  of  flock 

To  the  Editor: 

A  great  "amen”  to  the  remarks  by 
Roderick  McDonald  regarding  pastoral 
visitation  (see  "Letters  to  the  Editor,” 
Aug.  5). 

Are  our  young  seminarians  being 
trained  as  executives  to  preside  over  a 
multitude  of  meetings? 

No  pastor  can  really  know  us  through 
a  handshake  following  Sunday  services, 
nor  we  them. 


In  the  atmosphere  of  a  home,  we  feel 
free  to  express  our  needs.  Few  people 
will  call  for  an  appointment  to  talk  in 
the  pastor’s  study  nor  will  they  confide 
in  laypeople.  They  want  the  shepherd  of 
the  flock. 

Our  Good  Shepherd  cares  for  each  one 
of  us  as  an  individual,  not  as  a  name  on  a 
church  roll. 

Please  pray  that  his  example  will  be 
followed. 

Janet  Floch 

Jamestown,  Pennsylvania 

The  Lord  needs  our  help 

To  the  Editor: 

Richard  Schultz’s  July  15  “My  Wit¬ 
ness”  column  headlined,  “God  helps  me 
farm  my  crops  and  raise  my  pigs”  re¬ 
minds  me  of  a  generally  circulated  story 
of  long  ago. 

Mr.  Schultz  makes  it  clear  that  in  his 
partnership  with  the  Lord,  he  is  working 
hard:  “up  at  sunrise  to  do  chores,”  etc. 

The  story:  Farmer  Brown  had  taken 
over  a  greatly  neglected  farm.  The  build¬ 
ings  and  fences  were  all  run  down;  the 
fields  in  weeds.  By  dint  of  a  lot  of  hard 
work,  he  made  it  a  real  show  place.  Being 
a  good  Methodist,  he  and  his  wife  had  the 
minister  and  his  family  out  for  dinner. 

The  farmer  was  taking  the  minister 
over  the  place  and  showing  it  off  with 
great  pride.  The  minister,  feeling  that 
his  farmer  friend  was  neglecting  giving 
credit  where  it  was  due,  said,  "Brother 
Brown,  yes,  you  and  the  Lord  have  done 
a  wonderful  job  here.” 

More  than  a  bit  embarrassed  and  hum¬ 
bled  came  the  reply, “You’re  right,  par¬ 
son.  The  Lord  deserves  a  lot  of  credit. 
But  you  should  have  seen  the  mess  the 
place  was  in  when  the  Lord  was  running 
it  by  himself!” 

Richard  Schultz  gives  the  Lord  credit 
and  makes  the  important  point  that  the 
Lord  must  have  a  lot  of  our  help. 

Vance  Austin 
Walnut  Creek,  California 

Let’s  confront  the  issue 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  minister’s  wife,  I  was  married  to 
a  man  of  the  cloth  who  couldn’t  relate  to 
me  as  a  woman. 

Though  I  believe  he  never  has  been  in¬ 
volved  sexually  with  another  male,  our 
family  has  endured  great  battering  be¬ 
cause  of  this  man’s  inability  to  relate  to 
his  wife  and  daughters  in  some  impor¬ 
tant  areas  of  their  lives. 

No  longer  married  to  the  husband  of  my 
youth,  I  am  living  alone  after  38  years.  My 
daughters’  early  marriages  are  problem¬ 
atic.  Only  the  Lord  can  heal  the  wounds  in¬ 
flicted  on  our  daughters  and  son. 

I,  for  one,  am  glad  that  United  Method¬ 
ists  are  confronting  the  subject  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  its  related  problem, 
bisexuality.  I  pray  that  we  will  do  so 
openly  and  honestly  in  the  spirit  of  Christ. 

Some  folks,  even  Christians,  are  more 
content  with  a  “head  in  sand”  attitude. 
One  reason  I  am  a  United  Methodist  to¬ 
day  is  because  of  a  strong  belief  that 
God’s  people  must  be  willing  to  grapple 
with  the  issues  in  the  power  of  His  Spirit. 

Name  withheld  by  request. 
Southwest  Texas  Conference 

How  will  it  affect  ‘babes’? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  your  articles  on  the  movie, 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  (see 
UMR.  July  22,  29,  Aug.  5  and  12). 

The  film  may  cause  older  Christians  to 
speculate  on  theological  questions  or  is¬ 
sues.  But  I  am  concerned  about  what  ef¬ 
fects  the  movie  will  have  on  the  “babes" 
in  Christ  or  impressionable  non-believers. 

I  pray  that  this  letter  will  cause  your 
staff  to  further  investigate  the  content  of 
this  film  and  perhaps  publish  an  article 
that  addresses  the  potential  harmful  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  film. 

Lezlee  J.  Hinesmon 
Topeka,  Kansas 


Jordon  River,  Syria’s  Golan  Heights  and 
the  Gaza  seacoast  strip  are  still  disputed 
territories  on  the  world's  maps. 

They  who  lack  the  rights  of  citizenship 
in  the  land  where  they  were  reared 
(much  like  the  discrimination  that  Jew¬ 
ish  people  have  suffered  throughout  his¬ 
tory)  need  our  prayers. 

•  Access  to  water  is  so  vital  to  life  in  a 
land  that  gets  so  little  rainfall.  The  bibli¬ 
cal  images,  Old  and  New  Testament,  of 
“water  of  life”  are  very  appropriate.  Is¬ 
rael  has  made  the  desert  “blossom  as  a 
rose”  through  massive  irrigation  proj¬ 
ects,  but  there  has  not  been  a  well  dug  in 
Arab  land  since  1967. 

Farmers  renting  their  own  land 

Moreover,  the  original  Palestinian 
farmers  may  now  be  renting  their  own 
farm  land  from  the  new  “landowners”  or 
trying  to  reclaim  marginal  land  when 
theirs  has  been  taken  for  new  Israeli  vil¬ 
lages.  It  is  a  situation  that  Hebrew  people 
could  identify  with  from  their  history. 

•  Thousands  of  young  people,  up  to  age 
40,  have  known  no  other  life  than  that  in 
the  refugee  camps,  or  else  they  have 
grown  up  in  “occupied  territory.”  Am¬ 
nesty  International  has  documented  hun¬ 
dreds  of  human-rights  violations  of  such 
“Children  of  Stones"  who  have  little  oth¬ 
er  recourse  in  a  continuing  cycle  of  re¬ 
pression  and  violence. 

Everyone  needs  rootage  in  a  land  and 
in  a  people;  children  need  to  have  some¬ 
thing  to  hope  for.  They  whose  culture  nor¬ 
mally  teaches  hospitality  live  in  a  hostile 
environment  (as  has  been  the  Jewish  ex¬ 
perience  for  so  much  of  their  history,  too); 
they  desperately  need  our  prayers. 

So  there  is  much  to  pray  about,  but 
surely  we  can  also  help  in  addition  to  our 
prayers. 

We’re  already  at  work 

The  good  news  is  that  we  have  already 
been  at  work. 

Y  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  through  Church  World  Service, 
is  at  work  in  projects  that  I  visited  in 
preparation  to  teach  the  “Middle  East 
Mosaic”  mission  study. 

Y  Family-service  centers  throughout 
the  Middle  East  provide  Palestinian  ref¬ 
ugees  in  other  countries  like  Jordan  with 
nutrition,  health  care,  education,  voca¬ 
tional  training  for  the  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  who  fill  the  camps,  and  some  sense 
of  identity  as  a  people  of  worth  (Advance 
Special  No.  601727). 

Y  Similar  centers  within  the  occupied 
territories  offer  the  same  range  of  ser¬ 
vices  but  also  orphanages  and  placement 
for  children  "whose  fathers  are  in  Israeli 
prisons  (Advance  Special  No.  616439); 

Y  The  UM  relief  committee  pays  for 
the  advice  of  wall  builders,  only  13  per¬ 
cent  of  the  total  project,  to  support  and 
unite  farmers  who  must  reclaim  rocky 
hillsides  and  terrace  to  preserve  pre¬ 
cious  rainfall. 

Such  "development”  helps  people  to  help 
themselves,  and  moneys  given  to  Advance 
Special  No.  627628  may  be  overlooked  by 
pilgrims  traveling  in  the  Holy  Land. 

Y  The  YMCA  and  YWCA  recreation 
and  cultural  programs,  bring  together 
Christians  (140,000  of  whom  are  “Palestin¬ 


ian”)  and  Moslems  who  together  must  work 
to  prevent  extinction  of  their  cultures. 

Y  Moreover,  projects  like  the  Palen- 
tine  Youth  Program,  Advance  Special  No. 
616728,  are  giving  some  vocational  skills 
such  as  woodworking  and  radio-TV  repair 
to  youth  as  an  alternative  to  expressions 
of  outrage,  such  as  stone-throwing. 

I  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  film¬ 
makers  of  the  award-winning  “Hope  for 
Life,”  which  shows  how  our  partners  in 
mission  in  the  Middle  East  use  our  mon¬ 
eys  for  life-giving  projects  instead  of 
death-dealing  alternatives. 

Now  we  are  being  asked  by  all  the 
bishops  in  Jerusalem  to  intensify  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  help  those  who  need  “hope  for 
life”  so  desperately  (see  UMR,  Feb.  5). 

Letter  specifies  emphases 

A  letter  from  Gabriel  Habib,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Secretary  of  the  Middle  East  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Churches,  specifies  five  emphases 
for  prayer  and  action: 

•  Express  Christian  solidarity  with  the 
Palestinian  people  in  their  struggle  for 
full  human  and  national  rights. 

•Call  upon  the  Jewish  people  “to 
break  the  ideology  of  fear  and  trauma 
. . .  which  underlies  the  present  aggres¬ 
sive  policies  of  Israel.” 

•  Give  full  support  to  the  efforts  of  the 
United  Nations  to  create  a  framework 
for  negotiations  . . .  guaranteeing  securi¬ 
ty  for  all  countries  in  the  region  and  the 
implementation  of  the  Palestinians’ 
right  to  self-determination  (U.N.  Resolu¬ 
tion  No.  242,  unpassed  since  1967). 

•  Challenge  western  fundamentalist 
Christians  who  render  unconditional  sup¬ 
port  to  Israel  as  the  fulfillment  of  bibli¬ 
cal  prophecy  at  the  expense  of  the 
fundamental  issues  of  justice  and  peace 
in  the  Holy  Land. 

•  Pray  with  the  churches  in  Jerusalem 
and  all  of  Palestine  and  receive  dona¬ 
tions  for  food,  medical  and  human-ser¬ 
vices  relief. 

Yes,  I’d  like  to  send  a  prayer  for  jus¬ 
tice  for  all  the  sons  (and  daughters)  of 
Abraham  who  have  overlapping  claims 
to  the  same  holy  land.  Gabi  Habib  told 
me  from  his  Beirut  office  in  1979:  “The 
future  of  Christianity  is  being  fought  out 
in  our  streets.” 

The  problems  of  justice  and  deep  hu¬ 
man  suffering  continue.  We  have  been 
asked  to  respond  to  our  sister  churches 
in  the  land  where  Jesus  lived,  and  to  help 
Arab  Christians  whose  land  used  to  be 
called  Palestine. 

We  can  celebrate  the  hope  for  life  that  • 
comes  form  a  resurrected  Lord  by  oUr 
prayers  and  by  our  gifts.  The  prayer  that 
I  sent  was  one  for  justice— from  those 
who  use  the  Western  Wall,  for  those  who 
have  no  walls  or  land  at  all. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Barbara  Blackstone  is  a 
member  of  Salem  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Wexford,  Pa.  (Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
1  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

Grace  of  second  ordination 
is  more  than  T  experience 


By  ALICE  WESTBROOK 

Recently,  I  was  ordained  an  elder  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church.  What  I  ex¬ 
perience  was  unex¬ 
pected. 

Three  years  ago  I 
became  a  deacon. 

Having  passed  all 
the  hurdles  as  the 
conference  screened 
candidates  for  minis¬ 
try,  I  was  to  be  or¬ 
dained  as  elder  and  Alice  Westbrook 
enabled  to  fulfill  the  ministry  of  word, 
sacrament  and  order. 

I  remembered  my  first  ordination  as  a 
haze  of  feeling.  I  had  made  it  through  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry’s  examina¬ 
tion  "retreat.” 

I  was  to  be  ordained  deacon. 

My  mind  was  full  of  thoughts  about 
who  would  be  coming  . . .  which  of  my 
friends  . . .  which  members  of  my  family. 
How  many  people  would  be  there  to  see 
me  ordained?  I  secretly  wished  that  I 
would  be  ordained  separately  with  the 
full  spotlight  on  me. 

So  it  was  with  a  great  deal  of  relief 
and  gratitude  that  I  experienced  the 
grace  of  my  second  ordination. 

There  were  29  of  us.  We  walked  to  the 
platform,  were  asked  the  traditional 
questions  and  kneeled.  Then,  one  by  one, 
each  name  was  called.  One  by  one  we 
rose,  went  to  kneel  before  the  bishop. 

One  by  one  we  were  ordained  by  the 
bishop,  elders  of  the  church  and  a  layper¬ 
son.  Men,  women,  all  ages,  handicapped, 
different  theological  emphases,  different 
stands  on  issues.  One  by  one,  yet  as  a 
group. 

Perhaps  it  was  a  group  we  would  nev¬ 
er  form  again,  but  the  group  represented 
the  church. 

It  was  not  I  who  was  ordained,  but  we, 
because  the  church  is  more  than  a  lot  of 
I’s.  The  church  is  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  force  in  the  world  working  as  a 
"we”  toward  the  oneness  embodied  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ. 


May  we  in  the  church  remember  that 
the  integrity  of  the  process  of  being  in 
the  church  together  is  at  least  as  impor¬ 
tant  as  the  end  result  of  decisions  We 
make  about  theologies  and  issues  that  vite 
espouse.  { 

4 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  shase 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Alice  Westbrook  is  past6r 
of  Lodge  Forest  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baltimore,  Md.  (Baltimore  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spacdd 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275.  I 


Poem  of  the  Week  j 

» 

Enough  Said 

Luke  tells  us 

Satan  tempted  Christ . . . 

“If  You  really  are 
the  Son  of  God  ...” 

I  hear  a  whiny  voice 
within  myself . . . 

“If  You 

really  loved  me . . .” 

— POLLYANNA  SEDZIOl 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has  an 
immediate  opening  for  an  experienced 
journalist  who  believes  religious  news 
should  be  covered  in  an  interesting, 
credible  way.  Ideal  person  will  have  de¬ 
gree  in  journalism;  several  years  solid 
work  experience;  high  levels  of  energy, 
curiosity  and  creativity;  and  be  a  com¬ 
mitted  Christian  active  in  the  church’. 
Photo  and  graphic  arts  skills  a  plui 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer.  Contact 
Richard  Stark,  Box  660275,  Dallas,  TJj( 
75266-0275,  (214)  630-6495. 
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MACOMB,  Ill.— Lisa  Whelchel,  star  of  the  NBC-TV  series  “Facts  of 
Life,”  answers  questions  from  reporters  from  a  stairwell  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  Western  Illinois  University.  Ms.  Whelchel  was  taking  part  in 
“Youth  ’88,”  the  recent  rally  for  teen-agers  sponsored  by  the  UM  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Discipleship.  Ms.  Whelchel  spoke  of  her  faith  to  more 
than  3,600  teens  and  adults  at  the  Aug.  8-12  event. 

‘Facts  of  Life’ 

Star  of  TV  series  tells  teens 
of  her  real-life  faith  in  Christ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

MACOMB,  Ill.  — “I  believe  the 
whole  reason  I’m  on  television  is  be¬ 
cause  the  Lord  has  given  me  a  plat¬ 
form  and  a  voice  to  speak  and  youth 
will  listen  to  me.” 

Lisa  Whelchel,  an  actress  who  has 
touched  the  lives  of  millions  of  televi¬ 
sion  viewers  of  “Facts  of  Life,”  made 
that  statement  to  participants  in 
"Youth  ’88”  earlier  this  month. 

The  Aug.  8-12  gathering  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Discipleship  on  the 
Western  Illinois  University  campus. 

During  a  two-hour  gospel  music  con¬ 
cert  for  the  3,650  young  people  at  the 
first  denominationwide  youth  rally 
since  the  United  Methodist  Church  was 
formed  in  1968,  Ms.  Whelchel,  known  as 
Blair  Warner  for  nine  years  on  the 
NBC-TV  series,  told  the  14-  to  17-year- 
olds  the  real  facts  about  her  life. 

She  said  she’s  just  the  opposite  of 
her  rich,  self-centered  television 
character.  She  finds  her  strength  in 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  staff 
asked  Ms.  Whelchel  to  come  to 
“Youth  ’88’’  because  she's  always 
willing  to  answer  questions  from  teen 
fans  who  look  up  to  her  for  the  role 
she  plays  while  still  maintaining  high 
Christian  values. 

She  is  a  member  of  6, 000-member 
The  Church  of  the  Way  Pentecostal 
Church  in  Van  Nuys,  Calif.  Her  hus¬ 
band  of  one  month— the  Rev.  Steve 
Cauble— is  one  of  23  associate  pastors 
there.  She  teaches  Sunday  school  to  5- 
year-olds. 

Teens  will  listen  to  advice 

Ms.  Welchel  said  that  when  most 
teens  are  given  advice  by  their  par¬ 
ents,  it  “will  roll  off  their  back,”  but 
if  it’s  said  by  someone  young  people 
really  look  up  to,  they  will  listen. 

“The  Lord  really  has  done  so  many 
wonderful  things  in  my  life  that  I 
really  do  want  to  share  it  with  some¬ 
body,  especially  if  they  will  listen,” 
she  said. 

One  of  the  first  questions  the  UM 
young  people  asked  Ms.  Whelchel  was 
how  did  she  get  to  know  Jesus  Christ. 

“When  I  gave  my  life  to  Jesus 
Christ,  I  was  10  years  old,"  she  said. 
“I  really  didn’t  know  exactly  what  I 
was  doing. 

“All  I  knew  was  that . . .  every  time 
I  was  in  Sunday  school,  I  felt  this 
overwhelming  good  feeling.  I  felt 
loved.  I  felt  accepted.  I  felt  that  I  be¬ 
longed  there. 

“And  one  day  my  Sunday  school 
teacher  told  me  that  what  I  was  feel¬ 
ing  was  the  love  of  God,  and  that  love 
was  so  strong  that  He  gave  His  only 
son  to  die  for  me. 

“And  all  I  had  to  do  to  continue  to 
keep  that  feeling  for  the  rest  of  my 
life  was  to  ask  Him  to  come  into  my 
life.  And  so  I  did  and  it’s  never  left.” 

Ms.  Whelchel  said  that  if  she  had 
one  message  to  give  to  youth,  it  would 
be  that  “God  really  is  real." 

She  said  young  people  need  to  know 


See  related  story ,  Page  4 


that  God  cares  about  every  little  part 
of  their  lives. 

“All  they  have  to  do  is  spend  time 
cultivating  that  relationship  just  like 
another  important  relationship,”  she 
said.  “The  only  thing  is  in  this  rela¬ 
tionship,  God  will  never  leave  them.” 

Ms.  Whelchel  said  the  biggest  chal¬ 
lenge  for  young  people  today  is  “not 
forgetting  God.” 

The  actress  said  it  is  easy  to  focus 
on  “going  through  school,  getting  a 
boyfriend  or  girlfriend  or  getting  a 
job"  instead  of  God. 

“He’s  not  going  to  hit  us  over  the  head 
and  say  ‘Let  me  in,’  ’’  Ms.  Whelchel  not¬ 
ed.  “He  is  going  to  wait  patiently. 

“A  lot  of  times  the  voices  around  us 
are  so  loud  that  we  don’t  hear  it  and 
that  we  go  our  whole  life  and  never 
pay  attention  to  Him." 

United  Methodist  young  people  can 
begin  their  relationship  with  the  Lord 
through  worship,  Ms.  Whelchel  said. 

“United  Methodist  youth  can  incor¬ 
porate  that  into  their  everyday  lives, 
whether  it  be  going  around  the  house 
and  singing  worship  songs  or  being  in 
church  and  singing  the  hymns.  They 
can  look  at  the  words  and  let  their 
hearts  rise  up  with  those  words. 

. .  Worshiping  the  Lord  is  very  glo¬ 
rifying  to  Him;  it  is  a  way  to  celebrate 
Him,  and  it  builds  commitment.” 

Being  Christian  ‘takes  work’ 

The  actress  said  that  just  living  in 
Hollywood  doesn’t  necessarily  test 
her  faith. 

“Hollywood  doesn’t  hold  as  much 
for  me  as  what  everybody  would  as¬ 
sume  it  does,”  Ms.  Whelchel  said,  “be¬ 
cause  I  don’t  hang  out  with  a 
Hollywood  crowd.  I  don’t  go  to  the 
parties  or  other  goings  on.  So  I  am  not 
around  it  that  much  outside  of  work. 

“But  still,  just  being  a  part  of  the 
world  today,  [being  a  Christian]  takes 
work. 

“And  the  only  thing  I  have  found  that 
is  successful  is  having  time  with  the 
Lord  each  day  to  get  strengthened  be¬ 
fore  the  day  starts,  and  get  filled  up, 
and  to  release  anything  that  you  need 
to  let  go  of,  and  just  be  before  him." 

For  a  while  at  least,  the  Littleton, 
Texas,  native  won’t  be  making  any 
new  TV  programs.  Despite  a  high  au¬ 
dience  rating,  “Facts  of  Life"  was 
canceled  this  year.  Although  another 
TV  role  had  been  discussed,  she  said, 
nothing  definite  has  transpired. 

"I  guess  it’s  between  the  Lord  and 
those  producers  out  there,”  she  said 
with  a  smile. 

For  young  people  wanting  a  career  in 
show  business,  she  offered  this  advice: 

“Make  sure  the  Lord  has  called  you 
to  entertain,  and  it’s  not  you  who 
wants  to  entertain  to  get  attention. 

“The  entertainment  business  can 
make  your  head  go  in  all  directions  un¬ 
less  your  feet  are  planted  in  the  Lord, 
you  are  a  member  of  a  good  church, 
and  the  Lord  has  called  you  to  it. 

“The  Lord  will  open  up  doors.  You 
won’t  have  to  go  barging  them  down.” 
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‘We  expect  violence’ 


Homelessness  will  worsen ,  warns  director  of  UM-backed  shelter 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

•  KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Homelessness  in 
America  will  get  much  worse — and  could 
become  violent— before  it  gets  better. 

The  Rev.  Stuart  E.  Whitney  made  that 
prediction  to  United  Methodist  deaconess¬ 
es  and  home  missionaries  who  toured  his 
shelter  for  the  homeless  during  the  Dea¬ 
coness  Centennial  Convocation  Aug.  3-7  at 
UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

•  Middle-class  factory  workers  who  are 
•laid  off  and  farmers  who  lose  their  land 
are  the  next  group  facing  homelessness, 
Dr.  Whitney  said. 

“The  church  will  be  where  these  folks 
will  turn,”  Dr.  Whitney  predicted.  “I’ve  al¬ 
ready  warned  my  people  that  they  will  be 
the  angriest  folks  we’ve  ever  worked  with. 


"They  believed  in  a  system  that’s  let 
them  down.  They’re  mortgaged  to  the 
hilt,  and  now  they  find  themselves  hav¬ 
ing  to  use  the  services  they’ve  berated 
the  ‘welfare  cheats’  about. 

“We  expect  violence.” 

UM  church  began  shelter 

Dr.  Whitney  left  his  post  as  pastor  of 
Kansas  City’s  Grand  Avenue  Temple 
United  Methodist  Church  in  May  to  be¬ 
come  a  full-time  advocate  for  those 
without  homes.  He  now  heads  a  program 
called  Restart  Inc.,  which  started  at  the 
historic  downtown  church  in  1981. 

He  said  he  believes  United  Methodists 
have  a  mission  to  provide  for  homeless 
people’s  immediate  needs  and  to  be  their 
advocates  with  government  and  society. 


“Here  at  Restart,  we’re  hiring  secular 
professionals— and  they’re  wonderful — 
but  we  ought  to  be  hiring  home  mission¬ 
aries!”  he  asserted. 

Ironically,  meeting  the  immediate 
needs  of  those  without  homes  has  wors¬ 
ened  the  overall  problem,  Dr.  Whitney 
said.  That’s  because  shelter  services 
postpone  society’s  confrontation  with  the 
impact  of  homelessness. 

Shelters  only  ‘relief  valve’ 

“Providing  shelter  has  just  been  a  re¬ 
lief  valve,”  Dr.  Whitney  asserted.  “We’re 
considering  holding  a  one-day  moratori¬ 
um  on  all  shelter  services,  then  directing 
these  homeless  folks  to  city  hall  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  how  big  the  problem  really  is.” 

The  problem  is  compounded  by  mis- 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— The  Rev.  Stuart  Whitney,  director  of  a  homeless  shelter,  Restart  Inc.,  discusses  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  homelessness  in  America  with  a  visiting  group  of  United  Methodist  deaconesses  and  home  missionaries. 
They  toured  Restart  while  attending  the  Deaconess  Centennial  Convocation  Aug.  3-7  at  UM-related  St.  Paul  School 
of  Theology  in  Kansas  City. 


conceptions  that  people  without  resi¬ 
dences  prefer  transience  or  are  mentally 
ill,  Dr.  Whitney  said. 

"No  one  chooses  to  be  homeless,”  he 
said.  “No  one  chooses  to  sit  out  and 
freeze  to  death.  No  one  chooses  to  die.” 

Dr.  Whitney  estimated  that  3  million 
homeless  people  now  live  in  the  United 
States,  with  15,000  in  Kansas  City. 

He  charged  that  homelessness  in 
America  is  a  direct  result  of  federal  poli¬ 
cies  that  transferred  funds  for  low-in¬ 
come  housing  to  finance  the  buildup  of 
military  weapons. 

Federal  housing  funds  cut 

“In  the  last  eight  years,  the  budget  for 
the  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  has  gone  from  $33  billion 
to  $7  billion,”  Dr.  Whitney  said.  “The 
only  [housing]  units  constructed  were 
those  that  were  authorized  during  the 
Carter  administration.” 

In  addition,  2  million  units  of  low-in¬ 
come  housing  built  during  the  1960s  with 
federal  funds  are  reaching  their  20-year 
mortgage  pay-out. 

Some  of  those  inner-city  units  already 
are  being  converted  to  luxury  apart¬ 
ments,  Dr.  Whitney  said. 

“In  Kansas  City,  we’re  13,000  low-in¬ 
come  units  short,  and  we  have  30,000  lux¬ 
ury  units  that  we  can’t  afford,”  he  noted. 

‘Here’s  a  place  of  rest’ 

ReStart’s  program  includes  a  cold- 
night  shelter,  transitional  housing  for 
singles,  a  five-unit  apartment  house  for 
families,  job  placement  assistance  and 
other  social  services.  It  runs  on  an  annu¬ 
al  budget  of  $300,000. 

During  the  winter,  Restart  serves  be¬ 
tween  250  and  300  meals  daily  on  a  week¬ 
ly  food  budget  of  $200,  Dr.  Whitney  said. 

The  program  is  based  on  the  biblical 
story  of  Abraham  and  Sarah  entertaining 
angels  unawares,  he  added. 

“What  we  try  to  provide  here  is  hospi¬ 
tality,”  Dr.  Whitney  explained.  "We  don’t 
have  clients;  we  have  guests.  People  can 
stay  as  long  as  they’re  working  on  their 
problems. 

“We  try  to  make  this  an  oasis  in  an  as¬ 
phalt  desert.  We  say,  ‘In  the  name  of  the 
God  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob;  in  the 
name  of  the  Savior,  here’s  a  place  of 
rest.’  ” 


Boston  University  names  new  theology  dean 


By  ANN  G.  WHITING 

BOSTON  — Boston  University  has 
named  a  professor  of  religion  and  philos¬ 
ophy  to  head  its  beleaguered  School  of 
Theology. 

.  The  Rev.  Robert  Neville,  chairman  of 
the  university’s  Department  of  Religion 
since  1987,  replaced  the  Rev.  Richard 
Nesmith  Aug.  11  as  dean  of  the  United 
Methodist-related  theology  school. 

A  clergy  member  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  Missouri  East  Annual  Cpnfereilce, 
Dr.  Neville  is  to  be  the  theology  school’s 
12th  dean. 

Dr.  Nesmith  announced  recently  that 
he  was  resigning  his  administrative  post, 
effective  Aug.  31,  to  return  to  full-time 
teaching  (see  UMR,  Aug.  19). 

.  After  a  one-year  sabbatical,  Dr.  Nes¬ 
mith  is  to  resume  his  tenured  position  on 
the  School  of  Theology  faculty  as  profes¬ 
sor  of  sociology  of  religion. 

Dr.  Nesmith’s  resignation,  expected 
since  last  spring,  ends  an  11 -year  admin¬ 
istration  that  has  been  marked  by  persis¬ 
tent  disputes  over  faculty  appointments, 
terminations,  charges  of  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism  and  tension  in  university-seminary 
relations. 

Students  and  some  faculty  members 


Robert  Neville  Richard  Nesmith 
.  .  .  new  dean  .  .  .  will  leach 

frequently  have  been  critical  of  Dr.  Nes¬ 
mith’s  administrative  style. 

Two  faculty  members  resigned  during 
1987,  citing  their  inability  to  function  in 
what  they  perceived  to  be  the  racist,  sex¬ 
ist  climate  of  the  theological  school. 

Supporters  of  Dr.  Elizabeth  Betten- 
hausen,  a  professor  of  social  ethics  who 
was  fired  last  spring,  have  charged  that 
she  lost  her  job  because  she  advocated 
justice  issues  and  inclusiveness  in  hiring. 

University  officials  have  said  Dr.  Bet- 
tenhausen’s  contract  was  not  renewed 
because  of  "inadequate  scholarship.” 

These  faculty  departures  triggered  re¬ 
quests  for  investigation  of  the  theology 


school  by  the  denomination’s  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  and  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

However,  the  UM  University  Senate, 
which  determines  whether  schools  quali¬ 
fy  for  UM  funds,  set  aside  in  June  the  re¬ 
port  of  a  special  fact-finding  team  it  had 
set  up  to  examine  Boston  University  and 
the  School  of  Theology.  The  senate  an¬ 
nounced- its  “high  regard  and  esteem  for 
Boston  University.” 

The  senate’s  subcommittee  on  theolog¬ 
ical  education  has  said  it  would  conduct 
a  “routine  visit”  to  the  theological  school 
in  the  fall  and  would  report  what  it  found 
to  a  special  meeting  of  the  senate  before 
the  end  of  the  year. 

Some  observers  credit  Dr.  Nesmith 
with  strengthening  the  seminary’s  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  church.  However,  several 
annual  conferences  reportedly  are  advis¬ 
ing  ministerial  candidates  not  to  attend 
the  School  of  Theology. 

The  chair  of  Southern  New  England 
conference’s  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
told  conference  members  in  June  that 


his  board  finds  Boston  University  School 
of  Theology  students  markedly  less  well- 
prepared  for  parish  ministry  than  candi¬ 
dates  from  other  seminaries. 

Current  enrollment  in  the  school’s 
master  of  divinity  program,  the  basic  de¬ 
gree  program  for  people  seeking  ordina¬ 
tion,  is  down  from  previous  years. 

A  school  official  attributes  part  of  the 
decline  to  a  shortage  of  suitable  student 
housing. 

Faculty  members  who  met  with  Dr. 
Silber  to  hear  the  announcement  of  Dr. 
Neville’s  appointment  reportedly  were 
pleased  and  enthusiastic. 

Bishop  George  W.  Bashore  (Boston 
Area),  who  has  chaired  the  School  of  The¬ 
ology’s  governing  Board  of  Visitors,  said 
Dr.  Neville’s  reputation  as  a  theologian 
and  his  “neutrality”  with  respect  to  “past 
tensions”  at  the  school  should  be  assets. 

“I  hope  he  will  listen  to  all  sides  and  ap¬ 
peal  to  all  sides  so  there  will  be  a  growing 
sense  of  unity  of  purpose  and  caring  in  the 
community,”  Bishop  Bashore  said. 

Ann  G.  Whiting  is  editor  of  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter  and  Zion's  Herald. 
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I  The  early  circuit-riding 
1  preachers  traveled  a  nigged 
I  road  as  they  spread  the  Gos- 
I  pel.  And  today's  journey  in 
1  faith  -  for  those  who  are 
I  serious  about  it  -  is  no  less 

_  Jdemanding.  Master  the 

path  with  the  help  of  Francis  Asbury 
Press.  They're  books  that  keep  hearts 
burning  with  the  Good  News  as  well  as 
sharpen  your  skills. 

Follow  the  historic  trail  of  grace  with 
John  Deschner’s  landmark  Wesley's 
Cbristology.  Recall  Methodism's  special 
heritage  of  singing  in  0  For  A  Thousand 
Tongues,  or  let  The  Wesley  Hymns 
open  the  spiritual  treasure  found  in  this 
beloved  music. 

Pick  up  the  trail  of  20th-century 
faithfulness  with  The  Claws  Of  The 
Dragon,  a  first-hand  account  of  grace 
in  mainland  China. 

For  the  road  tomorrow,  Faith  And 
Form  summons  United  Methodists  to 
again  join  theology  and  polity.  And  for 
some  concerns  of  the  entire  Wesleyan 
family,  look  to  Tom  Oden's  Doctrinal 
Standards  In  The  Wesleyan  Tradition. 


When  you  need  to  set  hearts  on  fire, 
study  a  master.  Like  James  Earl  Massey's 
forthcoming  Preaching  From  Hebrews. 

Or  take  some  proven  tips  for  Evangelistic 
Preaching,  from  seasoned  evangelist 
Alan  Walker. 

Fbr  more  insight  into  Scripture,  saddle 
up  with  four  studies  from  Rueben  Welch: 
Faith  For  The  Journey,  on  Hebrews;  Our 
Freedom  in  Christ,  for  Romans;  his  Let's 
Listen  lb  Jesus  on  John  14-17;  and  on 
Philippians,  The  Open  Secret  of  Strength. 

And  nobody  warms  hearts  like  W.  E. 
Sangster.  Cultivate  lasting  spiritual  growth 
with  his  positive-minded  The  Secret  Of 
Radiant  Life,  his  insightful  The  Pattern 
Of  Prayer,  or  the  favorite  He  Is  Able: 
they're  all  classics. 

Send  for  your  free  brochure. 

Find  new  strength  for  your  journey  in 
faith  with  books  from  Zondervan  s  Francis 
Asbury  Press.  They're  available  now  at 
bookstores  everywhere. 

To  learn  more  about  these  and  other 
books  of  interest  to  the  Wesleyan  commu¬ 
nity, write:  Francis  Asbury  Press  Brochure, 
Dept.UM  Zondervan,  1415  Lake  Drive  $E, 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  49506. 


Zondervan 

Academic  and  Professional  Reading. 


National  mission  unit  cuts 
jobs,  budget  by  $2  million 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Rising  expenses  and  falling  income 
have  forced  the  United  Methodism’s  na¬ 
tional  mission  agency  to  eliminate  11  ex¬ 
ecutive  staff  positions  and  cut  its  1988 
budget  by  $2  million. 

Missions  officials  said  neither  action  is 
expected  to  affect  services  to  annual 
conferences  and  local  congregations  or 
hinder  the  agency’s  church-building  ef¬ 
fort,  "Mission  2000.” 

That  program  is  to  help  start  200  new 
UM  congregations  per  year  between  1988 
and  2000. 

The  layoffs  and  budget  cuts,  which 
also  affect  the  1989  spending  plan,  came 
during  a  special  joint  meeting  of  elected 
directors  on  the  finance  and  mission  de¬ 
velopment  committees  within  National 
Program  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Aug.  12-13  in  New 
York. 

Directors  examined  projected  income 
from  investments,  offerings  collected  by 
local  congregations  and  other  sources, 
then  ordered  cuts  from  the  original  oper¬ 
ating  budget.  The  revised  1988  figure  is 
$17.2  million. 

The  positions  being  cut  deal  with  ad¬ 
ministrative  services,  interpretation  and 
mission  personnel  support  services,  mis- 
sional  priorities,  mission  interpretation, 
deaconess  and  home  missionary,  black 
ministries,  women  in  crisis,  young-adult 
leadership  development,  loan  services, 
new  church  development,  and  institu¬ 
tional  ministries. 

Lula  Garrett,  acting  chief  executive  of 
the  National  Division,  said  home  mission 
unit  would  shift  responsibilities  handled 
under  the  11  eliminated  positions  to  oth¬ 
er  staff  members  “so  that  services  to 
churches,  mission  institutions  and  annual 
conferences  will  continue.” 

The  National  Division  has  been  run¬ 


ning  a  deficit  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  she  said.  Reserve  funds  were  used 
to  cover  the  difference. 

"Many  pastors  will  be  upset  [about  the 
cuts],”  she  said. 

“But  I  don’t  think  they  realize  how 
much  we  are  dependent  on  investment 
money,  [designated  gifts  to]  the  Advance 
[for  Christ  and  His  Church]  and  other 
moneys  to  sustain  our  commitment  to 
help  them  do  their  work.  I  think  we  can 
stabilize  things  again  if  people  begin  to 
respond. 

“We  can’t  be  all  things  to  all  people. 
We  are  trying  to  be  as  responsive  to  an¬ 
nual  conferences  as  possible,  but  we  can¬ 
not  do  everything.” 

The  layoffs  reduce  the  number  of  ex¬ 
ecutives  in  the  mission  board’s  National 
Division  to  68.  Of  those,  41  are  based  in 
New  York,  and  27  are  stationed  across 
the  nation  to  work  directly  with  local 
congregations  and  annual  conferences. 

Six  support  staff  positions  will  be 
eliminated  by  attrition,  Ms.  Garrett  said. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  place  exec¬ 
utives  who  are  losing  their  jobs  because 
of  the  cutbacks  in  15  other  vacant  posi¬ 
tions  in  other  divisions  of  the  mission 
board,  Ms.  Garrett  said. 

At  press  time,  four  executives  hadn’t 
decided  if  they  would  take  new  positions 
or  leave  the  board. 

Betty  Thompson,  director  of  public  re¬ 
lations  for  the  mission  board,  said  the 
agency’s  other  major  program  divisions 
didn’t  make  similarly  drastic  cuts  or  lay 
off  staff  members  because  each  division 
has  its  own  budget.  The  National  Divi¬ 
sion  was  the  only  one  with  a  deficit. 

"Also,  National  Division  has  the  big¬ 
gest  staff  of  any  other  unit  because  of 
the  nature  of  their  programs,”  Ms. 
Thompson  said.  “Their  staff  had  to  be 
cut,  and  they  have  discussed  this  for 
some  time.” 
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‘The  Lamb9  cares  for  the  poor 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Fifteen  years  ago, 
when  William  “Duke”  Akers  started  work¬ 
ing  as  a  coach  at  Della  C.  Lamb  Neighbor¬ 
hood  House  Inc.,  he  couldn't  figure  out 
why  so  many  kids  couldn’t  hear  him. 

Then  he  noticed  that  most  of  the 
youngsters  had  toilet  tissue  wadded  into 
their  ears. 

When  he  asked  why,  one  of  the  other 
workers  told  him:  “The  apartments  they 
live  in  are  so  bad,  the  kids  put  toilet  pa¬ 
per  into  their  ears  at  night  so  the  roaches 
won't  eat  their  ear  wax.” 

That  shocking  reality  of  life  in  Kansas 
City’s  poorest  neighborhoods  left  its 
mark  on  Duke  Akers. 

Today,  as  executive  vice  president  of 
Della  C.  Lamb  Neighborhood  House,  a 
mission  partially  supported  by  the  Worn- 


‘The  board's  No.  1 
priority  is  child  care.  . 
Eighty-two  percent  of 
the  children  we  care  for 
come  from  one-parent 
homes.' 

— William  Akers 

en’s  Division  of  the  UM  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  Mr.  Akers  devotes 
long  hours  to  helping  improve  living  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  inner  city. 

People  get  ‘fighting  chance’ 

Life  is  still  tough  in  Kansas  City’s  poor¬ 
est  neighborhoods,  but  Della  C.  Lamb 
House,  nicknamed  "The  Lamb,”  is  doing 


everything  it  can  to  give  those  residents  a 
fighting  chance,  Mr.  Akers  told  a  group  of 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries.  The 
group  toured  the  center  during  the  Dea¬ 
coness  Centennial  Convocation  Aug.  3-7  at 
UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

Six  sites— some  leased,  the  rest  owned 
by  the  Women’s  Division— offer  day  care; 
youth  services;  emergency  social  service 
such  as  food,  clothing,  rent  and  utility  as¬ 
sistance;  and  adult  services  such  as  trans¬ 
portation,  a  senior  citizen  nutrition 
program  and  housing  weatherization. 

Shortly  “The  Lamb”  is  to  break 
ground  for  its  seventh  building,  a  $3-mil- 
lion  gymnasium.  Mr.  Akers  said  he  hopes 
the  gym’s  activities  will  aid  in  the  cen¬ 
ter’s  new  program  to  help  teen-agers 
avoid  involvement  with  gangs  and  drugs 
(see  related  story). 

In  addition,  “The  Lamb”  has  ordered 


Drug-dealing  gangs  threaten  city  youths 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

KANSAS  CITY,  Mo. — Drug-dealing 
teen-age  gangs— which  no  one  is  sure 
how  to  stop— are  a  growing  threat  to  in¬ 
ner-city  youth,  says  one  expert. 

William  “Duke”  Akers,  executive  vice 
president  of  the  Della  C.  Lamb  Neighbor¬ 
hood  House  Inc.,  said  that  Los  Angeles- 
area  gangs  known  by  such  names  as 
‘Bloods’’  and  "Crips”  have  fostered  off¬ 
shoots  in  Kansas  City. 

“These  guys  are  armed  and  danger¬ 
ous,”  Mr.  Akers  said. 

Grinding  poverty,  high  teen-age  unem¬ 
ployment  and  lack  of  adult  supervision 
contribute  to  a  youngster’s  susceptibility 
to  a  gang,  Mr.  Akers  told  a  group  of  UM 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries  vis¬ 
iting  his  UM-supported  agency  (see  ac¬ 
companying  story). 

As  a  result,  the  social-service  center. 


known  as  “The  Lamb,”  is  running  a  new 
program  intended  to  divert  youths  be¬ 
fore  they  become  involved  in  the  gangs, 
Mr.  Akers  said. 

Kansas  City’s  gang-and-drug  preven¬ 
tion  program  was  organized  by  its  police 
chief,  Larry  Joiner,  an  active  United 
Methodist  layman,  Mr.  Akers  said. 

Citizens  who  want  assurances  the  pro¬ 
gram  will  work  won’t  receive  any,  Mr. 
Akers  added. 

“We  honestly  don’t  know  what  we’re 
doing  yet,”  he  acknowledged.  “This  is  all 
new  to  us  in  Kansas  City.” 

Police  and  social  workers  are  finding 
the  lure  of  easy  money  from  the  gangs’ 
drug  dealing  to  be  the  most  difficult 
temptation  to  combat,  Mr.  Akers  said. 

He  told  the  deaconesses  and  home  mis- 
sioparies  that  the  gangs  employ  elemen¬ 
tary-age  children  as  “runners”  to  deliver 


drugs  and  pick  up  payment.  The  young¬ 
sters  are  equipped  with  pocket  pagers  to 
alert  them  to  an  impending  delivery. 

“One  11-year-old’s  beeper  went  off  in 
class,  and  he  offered  his  teacher  $300  to 
let  him  answer  it,”  Mr.  Akers  said. 

Runners  make  as  much  as  $1,500  a 
week,  he  said.  Dealers  can  take  in  that 
much  in  a  single  day’s  illicit  business. 

“It  becomes  a  real  ethical  problem 
when  Junior  brings  in  $100  in  cash  and 
Mom  needs  to  make  the  rent,”  Mr.  Akers 
said. 

Home  missionary  Don  Knepp  of  Port¬ 
land,  Ore.,  said  his  town  is  encountering 
similar  difficulties  with  drug-dealing  gangs. 

“Everything  we  do  to  halt  the  gangs 
will  fail  unless  these  youths  have  jobs 
and  recreation  and  expanded  opportuni¬ 
ties,”  he  said. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


20  small  computers  for  a  new  literacy 
program  that  will  teach  reading  to  day¬ 
care  children  as  young  as  age  3‘/2,  Mr. 
Akers  said. 

“The  Lamb’s”  brochure  indicates  it 
provides  day-care  and  youth  services  for 
nearly  300  children  ages  2  through  17 
daily  and  assistance  of  some  form  to  as 
many  as  3,000  families  a  year. 

UMs  support  budget 

The  agency  has  a  staff  of  100  and  an  an¬ 
nual  budget  of  $3.3  million.  Of  that,  about 
$165,000  comes  from  United  Methodists. 

The  Women’s  Division  recently  allo¬ 
cated  an  additional  $350,000  for  the  reno¬ 
vation  of  the  main  administration  site, 
which  is  located  among  six  public  hous¬ 
ing  projects. 

“With  all  those  millions  we  still  have 
money  problems,”  Mr.  Akers  acknowl¬ 
edged.  “People  look  at  our  budget  and 
think  we  have  all  the  money  we  need.” 

Decreasing  amounts  of  available  pub¬ 
lic  assistance  for  low-income  families 
have  made  it  necessary  for  “The  Lamb” 
to  search  continually  for  additional  fund¬ 
ing  sources,  he  said. 

“We  have  a  mailing  list  of  about  5,000 
United  Methodists  we  can  go  to  for  mon¬ 
ey  in  an  emergency,  but  we  can’t  do  that 
all  the  time, ,r  Mr.  Akers  said. 

As  a  result,  the  private,  non-profit  cor¬ 
poration  keeps  a  tight  rein  on  its  ex¬ 
penses  to  reserve  its  funds  for  helping 
people,  he  said. 

"The  board’s  No.  1  priority  is  child 
care,”  Mr.  Akers  said.  “Eighty-two  per¬ 
cent  of  the  children  we  care  for  come 
from  one-parent  homes.  Our  goal  is  to 
keep  the  mother  working.” 

Mission  founded  in  1897 

“The  Lamb”  began  in  1897  as  a  Meth¬ 
odist  mission  called  Institutional  House. 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— Sheila  Stringer,  holding  toddlers  Denise  (left)  and 
Anthony,  is  one  of  the  day-care  workers  at  the  UM-supported  Della  C. 
Lamb  Neighborhood  House  Inc.  Day  care  is  one  of  the  priorities  for  “The 
Lamb,”  where  82  percent  of  the  children  it  serves  come  from  one-parent, 
low-income  families. 


The  mission,  with  an  annual  budget  of 
$1,700,  was  staffed  by  Methodist  women 
who  wanted  to  provide  child-care  ser¬ 
vices  to  poor,  working  mothers. 

By  1920,  the  mission  developed  a  total 
social-services  program  to  help  meet  the 
financial,  nutritional,  medical  and  edu¬ 
cational  needs  of  low-income  families. 

In  1946  the  mission  was  incorporated 
as  the  Della  C.  Lamb  Neighborhood 


House.  Its  name  honors  its  first  presi¬ 
dent,  Della  Cochrane  Lamb,  who  gave  50 
years  of  service  to  Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Akers  acknowledged  that  helping 
the  poor  is  often  a  frustrating  task. 

"I’m  just  a  flea,  and  the  need  is  an  ele¬ 
phant  with  a  three-inch  thick  hide,”  Mr. 
Akers  said.  “But  all  I  can  tell  you  is  I  get 
up  every  morning  and  I  bite  that  sucker 
on  the  leg!” 


Korean  church  for  deaf  gets  support  |  Leaders,  teens  praise  Youth  88 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

The  first  Methodist  Church  for  a  hear¬ 
ing-impaired  congregation  in  Korea  is  a 
new  project  for  The  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church. 

The  Rev.  Jip  Won  Park,  a  Methodist 
minister  from  Seoul,  Korea,  visited  the 
United  States  last  month  to  tell  about  the 
Seoul  Methodist  Church  of  the  Deaf  and 
to  raise  funds  through  designated,  sec¬ 
ond-mile  gifts  to  the  Advance  for  a  build¬ 
ing. 
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Partnership 
in  Missions 

No  gift  too  small 

The  Seoul  congregation  is  requesting 
$50,000  through  a  World  Division  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  to  help  pay  some  of  the 
construction  and  equipment  costs  for  its 
first  sanctuary.  Additional  money  will 
come  from  the  local  congregation  and 
fund  raising  in  Korea. 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO 

SEOUL,  Korea— The  Rev.  Jip  Won  Park  preaches  in  sign  language  to  the 
members  of  his  congregation,  the  Seoul  Methodist  Church  for  the  Deaf,  at 
the  site  where  their  sanctuary  is  under  construction.  The  building  fund  is  a 
new  project  of  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 
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TAKE  A  CHOICE  TRIP  TO  CHANGING  CHINA, 
October  10-27.  1988  Experienced  leaders,  small 
group,  personal  attention,  visit  new  churches  and 
old.  access  to  special  people  and  places.  For  last 
spaces  open,  contact  "China”.  Perkins  School  of 

POSITION(S)  AVAILABLE  AS  CHOIR  Director 
for  adult  and/or  graded  children's  choir  program 
for  1600-member  congregation  Send  resumes  to 
Rev  Jim  K  Brown.  Lake  Highlands  UMC.  P.O. 
Box  551389,  Dallas,  TX  75355-1389 

Theology,  Southern  Methodist  University,  Dallas. 
TX  75275-0133,  or  call  (214)  692-2251. 

BEST  PRICE  COMPUTERS  '  If  you  don't  want  to 
be  a  computer  expert  then.. Macintosh  Plus,  SE  it 

II  systems  for  desk  top  publishing  &  local  area 

ORGANIST  POSITION  AVAILABLE  for  1600- 
member  congregation  Send  resumes  to  Rev.  Jim 

K  Brown  Lake  Highlands  UMC.  P.O.  Box  551389. 
Dallas.  TX  75355-1389 

networks.  Bible  study  software  also  available. 
(214)592-6047 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view  Complete- 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  (JANUARY  1989)  Full¬ 
time  Organist /Assistant  Music  Director  for  thriv¬ 
ing  3500-member  church.  Applicant  should  be 
skillful  service  organist  and  accompanist,  able  to 
play  variety  of  styles  Other  duties  include  direc¬ 
tor  of  youth  choir  and  children's  choir,  and/or 
handbells  Three  manual.  45  rank  Casavant.  Salary 

ly  furnished  efficiencies  $!■♦.->  •  eek,  $450  four  weeks 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calnuu."  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS'’  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  am  Wor¬ 
ship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

negotiable.  Direct  inquiries,  resume  and/or  reper¬ 
toire  list  Ruth  Ann  Lind,  Director  of  Church  Mu¬ 
sic.  Alamo  Heights  UMC.  5101  Broadway,  San 
Antonio.  TX  78209  Call  (512)  826-3215.  Candidate 
auditions  in  October 

TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS- $49  95  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release 
For  more  information  write-  Stewardship  Systems. 

P  O  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75053. 

GRACE  AND  GLORY  HOUR  OF  GREAT  hymns  on 
cassette  Instrumental  organ  music  perfect  for  medi¬ 
tation,  Bible  reading,  background  music  $5  95.  Meth¬ 
odist  Men,  3rd  and  Erlanger,  Slidell,  LA  70458 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Youth  Ministries  Medical  benefits  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to  St.  Stephen's  United  Methodist  Church,  Box 
14916.  Albuquerque,  NM  87191.  Phone  (505)  293-9673. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST  PROVIDES  accompani¬ 
ment  for  rehearsal  and  services  and  assists  direc¬ 
tor  of  music  in  implementing  all  phases  of 
ministry  of  music.  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications  Ninety-five  rank,  four  manual  Aeo- 
lian-Skinner  organ  (1956)  Submit  resume  and  ref- 
erences  to.  Dr.  Donald  F.  Jensen.  Director  of 
Music.  St  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church.  222  NW 

15.  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73103  by  October  1 

Keller's  Country  Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more)  Eureka  Springs.  Ark!  Air-conditioned  lodg¬ 
ing,  swimming,  $8  tickets,  supper  (home-grilled 
burgers!),  dessert,  and  breakfast,  all  for  $22  each! 
Call  (501)  253-8418  today' 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking  a 
director  of  Christian  education  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries  to  lead  us  in  resourcing  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs,  wants,  goals,  and  values  of  persons 
of  all  ages  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to:  Dr 
Richard  C.  Brownfield.  201  West  North,  Decatur, 

IL 62522  (217) 423-9711 

CHAPLAIN/ DIRECTOR  OF  PASTORAL  CARE 
United  Methodist  related  retirement  community 
consisting  of  200  independent  residents  and  120 

lain  Experience  with  elderly  preferred  Progres¬ 
sive  organization.  Contact:  James  E.  Tallman, 
Evangelical  Manor,  8401  Roosevelt  Blvd.  Philadel¬ 
phia.  PA  19152 

YOUTH  MINISTER  EXPERIENCED  $18,000- 
$22,000  Health  insurance,  housing  allowance.  Send 
resume  attention:  Dawn  Percival,  6501  E.  Hwy  6 
Bypass,  College  Station.  TX  77840 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus- 
tm.'TJTnow  accepting  applications  through  Sep- 
-tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels  Coordina¬ 
tion  /supervi-sion  of  four-part  time  music  staff 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per- 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  SOUGHT 
by  2000  +  member  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Odessa,  Texas  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield.  415  N  Lee, 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

tee,  FUMC.  P.O  Box  1666.  Austin.  TX  78767 

FULL-TIME  YOUTH  DIRECTOR  REQUIRED  for 
1600-member  church  with  dynamic  growth  pat¬ 
tern  Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to  Orange 
Park  United  Methodist  Church,  2063  Park  Avenue, 
Orange  Park.  FL  32073,  Attn:  Church  Administra¬ 
tor  ,  1 

ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  1000+  MEMBER 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  suburb  Contact 
R<v  Michael  R  Jackson.  Christ  UMC.  2807  Val- 
wood  Parkway,  Farmers  Branch,  TX  75234  Tele¬ 
phone  (214)247-6136 

The  finished  sanctuary  is  to  seat  about 
200  people. 

“After  the  construction  work  is  com¬ 
pleted,  I  think  more  will  attend,”  Mr. 
Park  said  through  a  sign-language  inter¬ 
preter. 

The  congregation,  now  at  158  mem¬ 
bers,  met  in  a  variety  of  rented  spaces 
for  14  years. 

But  since  1985,  with  help  from  the 
Seoul  Annual  Conference  and  the  World 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  it  was  able  to  buy  land  and 
begin  a  building  fund. 

Susanne  Paul,  a  Global  Ministries 
staff  member,  said  she  didn’t  know  of 
any  Methodist  church  outside  the  United 
States  that  had  been  organized  by  a  deaf 
congregation. 

"Christian  outreach  to  the  deaf  is  quite 
rare  in  Third  World  countries,”  she  said. 
"Even  more  rare  are  people  in  the  deaf 
community  who  themselves  work  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  spiritual  and  social  resources 
that  they  need  to  survive  in  society.” 

Mr.  Park,  who  is  deaf  and  an  elder  in 
the  Korean  Methodist  Church,  told  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  staff  members  that  dis¬ 
crimination  in  Korea  against  people  with 
handicaps  led  him  to  form  the  congrega¬ 
tion. 

"The  regular  church  didn’t  want  to  ac¬ 
cept  these  people  into  the  church,”  he 
said. 

Ms.  Paul  said  the  congregation  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  several  social-service  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  deaf. 

Mr.  Park  told  her  many  families  force 
deaf  relatives  out  of  their  homes  because 
there  is  little  hope  for  education  and  jobs 
for  them.  The  congregation  hopes  to  give 
its  members  vocational  training. 

Gifts  to  the  Seoul  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Deaf  may  be  designated  for  Advance 
No.  10224-5AN  and  sent  through  each  UM 
annual  conference  treasurer. 

This  story  was  adapted  from  a  report 
by  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

MACOMB,  Ill— “How  do  you  feel?  We 
feel  good!  Oh  we  feel  so  good.  Yeah! 
Praise  the  Lord!” 

That  was  the  call  to  worship  for 
“Youth  ’88,”  the  Aug.  8-12  rally  for  high- 
school-age  United  Methodists.  The  event 
on  the  Western  Illinois  University  cam¬ 
pus  was  sponsored  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship. 

The  worship  services  focused  on  three 
themes:  called  to  celebration,  called  to 
commitment  and  called  to  service. 

Discipleship  board  executive  Marilyn 
Magee  said  “Youth  ’88”  marked  the  first 
time  since  the  merger  of  the  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  and  Methodist  churches 
in  1968  that  the  denomination  had  run  a 
worldwide  gathering  just  for  14-  to  17- 
year-olds. 

"Events  like  this  motivate  and  chal¬ 
lenge  people  to  do  a  more  effective  job  in 
youth  ministries,”  she  said.  “We  expect 
youngsters  to  go  home  and  challenge  par¬ 
ents  and  pastors  for  the  need  for  revital¬ 
ization  of  those  ministries  for  youth.” 

Tammy  J.  Baker  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
L.  Salsgiver,  coordinators  for  "Youth 
’88,”  reported  that  every  state  in  the 
union  and  at  least  five  foreign  countries 
were  represented  during  the  weeklong 
event.  Some  3,650  people  attended. 

Each  participant  paid  a  registration 
of  $225.  It  covered  housing,  three  pro¬ 
gram  books  and  a  special  “Youth  ’88  Bi¬ 
ble”  commemorative  Good  News  Bible. 

Rally  days  began  with  10  prayer-and- 
praise  services  in  dormitories  and  aca¬ 
demic  buildings  on  the  university 
campus.  The  services  represented  tradi¬ 
tional  UM  services  (Anglican),  Afro- 
American,  Asian-American  or  Native 
American  traditions. 

One  teen-ager  described  the  daily  Bi¬ 
ble  study,  led  by  the  Rev.  Heather  Mur¬ 
ray  Elkins  of  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference,  as  "pep  rallies  praising  the 
Lord.”  Teens  and  their  leaders  charged 


the  church  today 


Minnesota  church  turns  down 
$10,000  Lions  Club  windfall 

OGILVIE,  Minn.— After  a  long  discus¬ 
sion  and  a  secret  ballot,  the  administrative 
council  of  the  Ogilvie  United  Methodist 
Church  rejected  a  proposed  gift  of  $10,000 
from  the  Ogilvie  Lions  Club. 

Council  members  said  that  since  the 
majority  of  the  money  had  come  from 
pull-tab  gambling,  the  vote  upheld  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  opposition  to 
using  funds  produced  from  gambling. 

“We  could  not  stand  in  opposition  to 
the  United  Methodist  social  creed  and 
other  statements  that  indicate  that  gam¬ 
bling  of  any  form  is  a  detriment  to  many 
people  who  can  ill  af>rd  to  spend  money 
in  this  way,”  said  the  Rev.  T  /'die  E. 
Drake,  pastor  of  Ogilvie  UMC. 

Atheist  group  wants  to  remove 
‘In  God  We  Trust’  from  currency 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— Atheist  leader 
Madalyn  Murray  O’Hair  wants  the  words 
“In  God  We  Trust”  removed  from  U.S. 
currency,  said  a  spokesman  for  an  evan¬ 
gelical  organization  that  is  trying  to 
head  off  the  effort. 

Unlike  the  persistent  but  falseju 
that  Ms.  O’Hair  hasJUed-erpefifion  with 
"The  Federal  Communications  Commis¬ 
sion  to  bar  all  religious  broadcasting, 
this  report  is  factual. 

John  Murray,  Ms.  O’Hair’s  son  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  her  American  Atheists  organiza¬ 
tion,  said  the  removal  of  the  slogan  is  one 
of  three  main  objectives  of  the  group. 

Robert  Skolrood,  executive  director 
and  general  counsel  of  the  National  Le¬ 
gal  Foundation,  said  his  group  recently 


into  the  university  gymnasium  to  hear 
the  midmorning  sessions. 

Ms.  Elkins  called  these  gatherings 
“not  just  Bible  studies  but  storytelling.” 
Each  day  she  intertwined  lessons  from 
the  parables  of  Jesus  with  problems  of 
growing  up  in  the  world  today. 

Australian  recording  artist  Trisha 
Watts  played  host  to  an  international  cel¬ 
ebration  one  afternoon  during  the  week. 
Ms.  Watts  performed  a  concert  with 
some  44  international  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents.  They  represented  such  countries 
as  Ghana,  Singapore,  France,  Australia, 
and  Boliva. 

Choirs  from  Windsor  Village  United 
Methodist  Church,  Houston;  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church,  Gainesville,  Fla.;  and 
the  United  Methodist  Church  at  Lakewood, 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  led  the  songfests. 


Two  special  musical  productions  were 
also  written  just  for  "Youth  ’88.”  “Cele¬ 
brate  the  Vision,”  based  on  the  parables 
of  Jesus,  was  written  by  UM  youth  lead¬ 
ers  Allen  Pote  of  Pensacola,  Fla.,  and 
Carol  McCann  of  Houston. 

Another  drama,  “Where  Did  the  Chil¬ 
dren  Go,”  by  Abigail  Crabtree  of  Nash¬ 
ville  was  based  on  the  writings  of  John 
Wesley  and  the  history  of  ethnic  minor¬ 
ities  in  Methodism. 

The  feelings  of  the  youth  participants 
were  summed-up  by  14-year-old  Mate 
Sztipanovits  of  Belmont  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Nashville: 

“It’s  just  great  the  way  all  these  youth 
can  come  together.  The  most  important 
thing  we  learned  was  to  believe  in  for¬ 
giveness  and  be  neighborly  to  other  peo¬ 
ple.  I’ve  learned  to  be  a  true  neighbor.” 


placed  an  ad  in  “USA  Today"  publicizing 
Ms.  O’Hair’s  effort. 


Colorado  UM  church  becomes 
‘AIDS  aware’  congregation 

THORNTON,  Colo.— pood  Shepherd 
United  Methodist  Church  has  adopted  an 
“AIDS  aware”  program  it  hopes  will  be 
mirrored  by  other  UM  congregations. 

The  five-point  plan  calls  for  educating 
the  congregation  about  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome;  encouraging  care 
and  counseling  for  people  with  AIDS  and 
their  loved  ones;  support  of  the  state  AIDS 
program;  non-judgmental  compassion  for 
people  with  AIDS;  and  a  pledge  to  tend 
anyone  who  contracts  AIDS  “in  the  same 
loving  way  that  we  minister  to  anyone 
who  is  terminally  ill.” 

Grants  offered  to  make  churches 
more  accessible  to  disabled 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Grants  to  help 
United  Methodist  congregations  make 
themselves  more  accessible  to  disabled 
people  are  being  offered  by  the  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries  Department  of 
the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
HoBaf  Ministries. 

Grants  of  $500  each  wiiL^go^to  50 
churches  for  program-r^ources  as  well  as 
structural  improvements,  said  Judy  Hunt 
of  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  staff. 

Applications  must  be  postmarked  by 
April  15,  1989.  Churches  receiving  awards 
will  be  notified  by  August  1989. 

Application  materials  are  available 
from  Ms.  Hunt,  Health  and  Welfare  Min¬ 
istries  Department,  475  Riverside  Drive, 
Room  350,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

MACOMB,  III.— Going  over  a  schedule  at  “Youth  ’88”  are  four  young  peo¬ 
ple  from  the  California-Pacific  Annual  Conference.  They  are  (from  left) 
Jennifer  Berentsen,  Christina  Lindsley,  John  Lewis  and  Charles  Banes.  Dai¬ 
ly  workshops  on  United  Methodist  programs  and  resources  filled  the  sched¬ 
ule  during  the  Aug.  8-12  event,  sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  at  Western  Illinois  University. 


YOUR  CHURCH 


church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation's  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church's  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 
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Ordination  tops  Lambeth  agenda 

Caucus  offers  4 gentle  reminders '  that  women's  issues  are  linked 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

CANTERBURY,  England— The  vote 
by  bishops  of  the  Anglican  Communion 
not  to  ask  member  churches  around  the 
world  to  delay  consecration  of  female 
bishops  was  viewed  as  a  triumph  by  one 
women’s  group. 

But  even  though  the  issue  of  female 
bishops  topped  the  women’s  agenda,  oth¬ 
er  issues  were  also  important,  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Women’s  Caucus  em¬ 
phasized. 

The  scope  of  the  caucus’  agenda  at  the 
Lambeth  Conference  of  Anglican  Bish¬ 
ops  was  designed  to  bring  together  wom¬ 
en  from  around  the  globe  to  address 
those  issues,  leaders  of  the  group  said. 

Sally  Bucklee  of  Laurel,  Md.,  co-chair- 
Woman  of  the  caucus’  Lambeth  effort,  said 
she  saw  the  ordination  vote  as  "one  of  the 
most  important  things  that  occurred”  at 
the  conference.  The  action  signaled  that 


opposition  to  consecrating  a  female  Angli¬ 
can  bishop  was  diminishing. 

Women  link  many  concerns 

But  for  Ms.  Bucklee,  church  women  are 
linked  by  more  than  just  one  thread  repre¬ 
senting  the  ordination  question. 

In  her  view,  their  ties  are  more  like  a 
cable  of  many  strands,  each  representing 
a  different  concern. 

“Although  in  some  dioceses  they  may 
say  ordination  of  women  isn’t  important, 
those  of  us  from  all  over  the  globe  have 
similar  needs,”  Ms.  Bucklee  observed. 

Nancy  Montgomery,  a  caucus  mem¬ 
ber,  said  the  Episcopal  Women’s  Caucus’ 
Lambeth  button  — a  dove  flying  over 
wheat  and  water— illuminates  the 
group’s  concerns. 

The  dove  symbolizes  female  “gifts  of 
the  spirit,”  she  said.  The  finding  and  car¬ 
rying  of  water  is  the  primary  occupation 
of  women  around  the  world,  and  wheat  is 


part  of  the  world’s  food  supply,  40  per¬ 
cent  of  which  is  raised  by  women. 

Ms.  Montgomery  recalled  a  conversa¬ 
tion  at  Lambeth  between  an  African 
woman  and  another  from  Belfast,  North¬ 
ern  Ireland. 

The  woman  from  Belfast  was  saying 
she  would  be  returning  to  a  land  torn  by 
warfare,  where  people  can  get  shot. 

The  woman  from  Uganda  responded, 
“They  shoot  at  people  in  Uganda,  too!” 
As  it  turned  out,  the  two  had  much  in 
common. 

It  was  a  scene  repeated  over  and  over 
as  women  from  around  the  world  be¬ 
came  acquainted  with  one  another 
through  the  caucus,  Ms.  Bucklee  and  Ms. 
Montgomery  said. 

Sexism  blamed  for  many  ills 

Sue  Brittion,  a  South  African  who  has 
been  detained  by  South  African  police 
for  her  activities,  said  she  believes  the 


Women’s  Caucus  was  a  “gentle  remind¬ 
er”  to  the  conference  that  issues  of  sex 
are  linked  to  other  issues. 

Ms.  Brittion,  who  worked  with  the  cau¬ 
cus  at  Lambeth,  said,  “You  can’t  say  sex¬ 
ism  is  one  thing  and  poverty  another.  . . . 
The  root  of  many  of  them  (the  world's 
ills)  is  sexism.” 

While  women’s  ordination  may  have 
been  only  one  of  many  issues  for  the 
Episcopal  Women’s  Caucus,  it  was  clear¬ 
ly  the  issue  that  took  center  stage  at  the 
conference. 

According  to  Ms.  Bucklee,  people  were 
talking  about  the  issue  in  butcher  shops, 
in  bakeries,  in  pubs  and  in  the  churches. 

She  recalled  a  scene  in  a  local  pub  just 
after  some  female  priests  were  shown  on 
television. 

“Pretty  soon  the  whole  pub  was  talk¬ 
ing  about  women  priests,”  said  Ms. 
Bucklee.  “And  that’s  been  our  experi¬ 
ence  the  whole  three  weeks.” 


Conference  participants  discover  that  foes  ‘ didn't  have  horns’ 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

CANTERBURY,  England— Strange 
bedfellows  they  were,  the  Rev.  Nan 
Peete,  a  black  female  Episcopal  priest 
from  Indianapolis,  and  Bishop  Graham 
Leonard  of  London,  the  best  known  oppo¬ 
nent  of  female  ordination  in  the  entire 
Anglican  Communion. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  Lambeth 
Conference  of  Anglican  bishops  last 
month,  they  knew  each  other  only  by 
reputation. 

By  the  time  the  crucial  vote  on  conse¬ 
cration  of  female  bishops  came  before 
the  conference  Aug.  1,  they  were  walking 
to  lunch  together. 

Ms.  Peete  recalled  the  startled  reac¬ 
tion  of  other  participants  at  the  once-a- 
decade  gathering  as  they  saw  the  two 
chatting. 

"Boy,  it  was  amazing  to  see  their 
faces!”  she  said. 

Her  experience  was  typical  of  those  of 


other  conference  participants,  who  said 
they  arrived  expecting  their  foes  to  be 
something  other  than  human  but  came 
away  realizing  they  were  not  so  different 
after  all. 

Just  days  after  a  vote  upholding  the 
right  of  the  28  independent  Anglican 
churches  to  decide  on  their  own  whether 
to  have  female  bishops,  Ms.  Peete  re¬ 
called  what  it  was  like  to  participate  in 
the  historic  debate. 

She  didn’t  have  a  vote  at  the  confer¬ 
ence  because  she  is  not  a  bishop,  but  she 
was  able  to  influence  voters  by  being  an 
official  consultant. 

As  fate  would  have  it,  Ms.  Peete  was 
in  a  group  that  included  Bishop  Leonard 
and  Presiding  Bishop  Edmond  Browning 
of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

Bishop  Browning  is  a  strong  advocate 
of  female  ordination. 

“There  were  12  of  us,”  recalled  Ms. 
Peete.  “It  was  one  of  the  most  incredible 


experiences  I’ve  ever  had.” 

What  issued  from  the  small  group  ulti¬ 
mately  was  the  proposal  that  eventually 
won  overwhelming  support  from  the  en¬ 
tire  conference— the  right  of  the  28  An¬ 
glican  churches  worldwide  to  make  their 
own  decisions  on  female  bishops,  with 
encouragement  for  differing  factions  to 
respect  each  others’  positions. 

Ms.  Peete  recalled  that  when  she  was 
assigned  the  task  of  sitting  on  the  work¬ 
ing  group  alongside  Bishop  Leonard, 
Bishop  John  Spong  of  Newark,  N.J., 
quipped  that  her  job  was  “to  counteract 
Graham  Leonard.” 

Whether  her  influence  was  quite  that 
dramatic  is  subject  to  debate,  but  Ms. 
Peete  said  opponents  of  female  ordina¬ 
tion  at  the  very  least  “can’t  see  women 
in  quite  the  same  way”  upon  return  to 
their  dioceses. 

And,  she  suggested,  the  path  has  been 
cleared  for  “the  real  beginning  of  the 
transformation  of  the  church.” 


Bishop  Browning  said  the  conference 
put  to  rest  fears  that  American  Angli¬ 
cans,  represented  by  the  Episcopal 
Church,  were  willing  to  forge  ahead  with 
consecration  of  a  female  bishop  with  dis¬ 
regard  for  the  rest  of  the  communion. 

Said  Bishop  Browning,  ‘Whatever 
horhs  we  were  imagined  to  have  were 
put  to  rest.” 

Ultimately,  the  compromise  measure 
was  adopted  and,  Bishop  Browning  re¬ 
called,  “Graham  Leonard  was  very 
much  a  part  of  it.” 

The  U.S.  Episcopal  leader  said  he  ap¬ 
preciated  the  comments  made  by  the 
bishop  of  London  because  they  presented 
a  “more  articulate”  position  for  opposi¬ 
tion  to  female  bishops. 

Bishop  Browning  said  that  gave  him 
“a  genuine  respect”  for  the  opposing 
point  of  view. 

“He  (Bishop  Leonard)  doesn’t  have  the 
horns  that  I  thought  he  had,  too,”  Bishop 
Browning  said. 


History  of  Hymns 
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Anglican  bishops  face  the  question 

LONDON— Upon  emerging  from  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral,  participants  in  the 
12th  Lambeth  Conference  of  Anglican  Bishops  (top)  were  greeted  by  a 
throng  of  female  ordination  supporters  carrying  a  large  banner  that  read, 
“Where  are  our  women  priests?”  Celebrants  of  the  Eucharist  at  the  cathe¬ 
dral  included  (left  to  right)  the  Most  Rev.  Walter  Khotso  Makhulu,  primate 
of  Central  Africa;  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  Runcie,  archbishop  of  Canterbury; 
the  Most  Rev.  John  Grindrod,  primate  of  Australia;  and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Gra¬ 
ham  Leonard,  bishop  of  London.  Bishops,  their  wives  and  other  participants 
filled  28  buses  and  traveled  from  Canterbury  to  London  for  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  service. 

Sandinista  official  defends 


Christianity-Marxism  mix 


1954  Billy  Graham  Crusade  revives  old  song 


To  God  be  the  glory,  great  things 
he  hath  done ; 

So  loved  he  the  world  that  he  gave 
us  his  Son,  Who  yielded  his  life  an 
atonement  for  sin, 

And  opened  the  lifegate  that  all 
may  go  in. 

Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord, 

Let  the  earth  hear  his  voice! 

Praise  the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord, 

Let  the  people  rejoice! 

0  come  to  the  Father,  through  Je¬ 
sus  the  Son,  And  give  him  the  glory, 
great  things  he  hath  done. 

Dear  Deborah 

Likeable  pastor’s 
preaching  ‘pains’ 
church  members 

Dear  Deborah, 

Well,  they  did  it  again. 

Our  pastor  has  been  sent  back  to  us  for 
another  year.  He  is  a  likable  fellow,  but 
he  cannot  preach,  cannot  even  use  En¬ 
glish  language  correctly. 

It  is  really  painful  to  sit  through  a  ser¬ 
mon  on  Sunday,  and,  of  course,  he  ram¬ 
bles  for  half  an  hour. 

People  are  staying  away  from  church, 
and  we  are  hurting  financially,  but  the 
district  superintendent  doesn’t  listen. 

Several  of  us  wrote  directly  to  him  and 
never  even  got  a  reply.  We  are  ready  to 
transfer.  Can  you  help? 

No  name,  no  state,  please. 

Dear  No  Name, 

There  is  so  much  you  do  not  say  in 
your  letter.  United  Methodist 
churches  are  supposed  to  have  a 
Pastor-Parish  Relations  Committee 
to  handle  concerns  between  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  congregation.  Members  of 
that  group  are  to  contact  the  district 
superintendent  if  all  else  fails. 

Did  you  attempt  to  bypass  this 
process?  You  should  first  contact 
this  committee  in  your  congregation. 

But  getting  rid  of  the  pastor  isn’t 
the  only  alternative.  All  pastors  are 
supposed  to  have  continuing  educa¬ 
tion.  Maybe  a  course  in  preaching  or 
in  English  grammar  or  such  would 
be  beneficial. 

Sometimes  it  might  be  possible  for 
a  small  group  from  the  church  to 
meet  with  the  pastor  to  talk  about 
the  Sunday  sermon  afterwards.  If 
that  were  done  in  a  supportive  way, 
perhaps  he  could  be  helped  to  see 
how  people  are  struggling  with  his 
sermons. 

Sometimes,  the  Holy  Spirit  uses 
sensitive  laypeople  to  reach  God’s 
pastors  as  well  as  the  other  way 
around! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

In  preparation  for  the  1954  Billy  Gra¬ 
ham  Greater  London  Crusade,  Cliff  Bar- 
rows,  the  musical  director,  was  compiling 
a  songbook  for  the  great  throngs. 

Someone  in  London  suggested  “To  God 
Be  the  Glory.”  The  song  was  unfamiliar 
to  Barrows,  but  on  strong  recommenda¬ 
tion  he  included  it  in  the  songbook. 

At  Harringay  it  became  an  often-re¬ 
peated  favorite  hymn. 

Delighted  with  this  “new-found”  song, 
Barrows  returned  to  the  states  and  later 
introduced  it  in  the  1954  crusade  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  where  it  was  sung  enthusias- 


By  GUSTAV  NIEBUHR 
Religious  News  Service 

ATLANTA— Despite  personal  pleas 
from  the  Rev.  Jerry  Falwell,  conservative 
pastors  have  generally  stayed  away  from 
militant  protests  that  have  attempted  to 
shut  down  local  abortion  clinics. 

Speaking  outside  an  abortion  clinic  re¬ 
cently,  Mr.  Falwell  challenged  ministers 
to  join  ranks  with  Operation  Rescue.  Its 
volunteers  have  attempted  to  shut  down 
clinics  by  forming  human  barricades  on 
the  sidewalks  outside. 

As  of  Aug.  15— in  four  weeks  of  dem¬ 
onstrations  that  began  during  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  National  Convention  — 436 
demonstrators  had  been  arrested.  More 
than  200  remained  in  jail. 

Mr.  Falwell  also  called  for  Republican 
presidential  candidate  George  Bush  to 
endorse  the  protests. 

Conservative  pastors  contacted  for 
comments  on  the  appeal  expressed  sup¬ 
port  for  the  ideals  of  Operation  Rescue 
while  declining  to  participate  themselves. 

“There’s  a  tendency  right  now  on  the 
part  of  many  conservative  pastors  not  just 
to  be  conservative  theologically  but  also 


tically  at  Vinderbilt  University’s  football 
stadium. 

The  “new-found”  song  was  by  no 
means  new,  and  it  didn’t  originate  in  En¬ 
gland.  It  is  an  American  gospel  song 
written  in  1875.  The  words  were  by  the 
blind  songwriter,  Fanny  J.  Crosby,  and 
music  was  by  William  Howard  Doane,  a 
wealthy  Cincinnati  manufacturer. 

Crosby  and  Doane  collaborated  in  writ¬ 
ing  many  songs.  Some  of  the  familiar  ones 
are  “Jesus,  Keep  Me  Near  the  Cross”;  “I 
Am  Thine,  0  Lord”;  “Pass  Me  Not,  O  Gen¬ 
tle  Savior";  and  “Rescue  the  Perishing.” 

Intended  as  a  song  for  Sunday-school 
children,  “To  God  Be  the  Glory”  was 


conservative  behaviorally,"  said  the  Rev. 
James  T.  Wood,  pastor  of  Mount  Vernon 
Baptist  Church  in  northwest  Atlanta. 

Mr.  Wood,  a  leading  clergy  critic  of 
abortion  in  Atlanta,  said  many  conserva¬ 
tive  ministers  consider  demonstrating  to 
be  “negative”  and  therefore  taboo. 

He  said  that  while  he  has  provided  fi¬ 
nancial  support  and  prayer  for  Operation 
Rescue,  he  has  not  joined  the  demonstra¬ 
tions  because  “I  believe  that  God  is  not 
leading  me  to  do  that  at  this  time.” 

Mr.  Falwell,  an  independent  Baptist  min¬ 
ister,  specifically  named  a  handful  of  con¬ 
servative  Southern  Baptist  ministers  as 
people  he  expected  to  join  demonstrators. 

Among  them  was  the  Rev.  Dwight 
“Ike"  Reightard,  pastor  of  New  Hope 
Baptist  Church  in  Fayetteville,  Ga. 

Mr.  Reightard,  reached  in  Hawaii 
where  he  is  on  sabbatical,  said  he  was 
“kind  of  caught  off  guard”  by  Mr.  Fal- 
well’s  appearance  in  Atlanta. 

“I’m  certainly  sympathetic  with  their 
position,”  he  said  of  the  demonstrators, 
“but  I  do  not  know  them  personally.” 

Another  conservative  Baptist  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rev.  James  Merritt,  pastor  of 


first  published  in  a  small  collection  in 
1875.  Somehow  beyond  explanation, 
compilers  of  subsequent  collections  of 
gospel  songs  seemed  to  overlook  this 
one.  For  80  years  it  was  forgotten. 

Crosby’s  text  reflects  an  objective  ex¬ 
pression  rarely  found  in  her  lyrics.  Here 
is  a  straightforward  expression  of  praise 
to  God,  not  in  her  usual  subjective  style. 

The  refrain  of  Doane’s  tune,  “Praise 
the  Lord,  praise  the  Lord,”  provides  the 
worshiper  an  opportunity  for  exuberant 
praise. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Stand  Up  and  Bless  the  Lord ” 


First  Baptist  Church  in  Snellville,  Ga., 
said  that  although  he  agreed  with  the 
demonstrators,  local  ministers  would  be 
cautious  about  jumping  in. 

He  said  conservative  churches  should 
develop  homes  for  unwed  mothers,  pro¬ 
viding  them  with  medical  care  and  the 
opportunity  to  consider  allowing  their 
babies  to  be  put  up  for  adoption  rather 
than  undergoing  abortions. 

During  his  appearance  in  Atlanta,  Mr. 
Falwell  presented  a  $10,000  check  to  the 
leader  of  Operation  Rescue,  Randall 
Terry,  an  evangelical  layman  from  Bing¬ 
hamton,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Falwell  said  the  check  would  help 
Mr.  Terry  cover  his  legal  costs. 

In  his  remarks  directed  at  Mr.  Bush, 
Mr.  Falwell  said  he  hoped  that  the  vice 
president  “would  say  that  what’s  happen¬ 
ing  here  with  Operation  Rescue  is  good.” 

"I  believe  if  he  did,  he  might  have  5  to 
10  million  [more]  votes  that  might  go 
fishing  on  election  day  otherwise,”  Mr. 
Fallwell  said. 

A  spokesman  for  the  vice  president 
said  Mr.  Bush  would  have  no  comment 
on  Mr.  Falwell’s  statement. 


By  MARK  R.  DAY 
Religious  News  Service 

LIMA,  Peru— The  blend  of  Christian¬ 
ity  and  Marxism  embraced  by  the  Sandi¬ 
nista  government  of  Nicaragua  is  a 
uniquely  Central  American  approach  to 
the  Gospel,  said  the  Jesuit  priest  who  is 
the  government  minister  of  planning. 

That  is  why  the  Sandinistas  are  misun¬ 
derstood  and  criticized  by  both  the  Vatican 
and  the  U.S.  State  Department,  said  the 
Rev.  Javier  Gorostiaga  in  an  article  in  the 
Colombian  magazine,  “Solidaridad.” 

Father  Gorostiaga  said  that  Nicara¬ 
guans  have  constructed  their  ideological 
synthesis  out  of  historical  necessity. 

Since  U.S.  and  European  intellectuals 
are  accustomed  to  “clear  and  distinct 
ideas,”  he  said,  they  fail  to  grasp  or  ac¬ 
cept  the  Nicaraguans’  unique  approach 
to  solving  their  problems. 

“Central  Americans  have  accumulat¬ 
ed  historical  and  ideological  experiences 
from  their  poverty,  from  their  peripher¬ 
al  position  in  the  world,  and  are  creating 
something  completely  original,”  Father 
Gorostiaga  said. 

He  maintained  that  Nicaragua  is  not 
under  attack  for  receiving  Soviet  aid  but 
because  it  has  become  a  new  term  of  ref¬ 
erence  for  social  change  in  the  Third 
World— with  generosity  toward  its  ene¬ 
mies,  without  terrorism  and  with  a  ca¬ 
pacity  to  correct  its  errors. 

Commenting  on  the  third  point,  Father 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  sister  of  one  of  six 
South  African  blacks  whose  scheduled 
execution  has  been  decried  by  religious 
leaders  the  world  over  says  she  mea¬ 
sures  her  life  in  two  halves. 

One  was  before  her  brother  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death,  the  other  afterwards. 

Speaking  Aug.  15  at  the  United  Nations 
Church  Center  in  New  York,  Joyce  Mok- 
hesi  said,  “The  knowledge  that  my  broth¬ 
er,  Francis,  may  soon  be  killed  never 
leaves  me." 

Francis  Mokhesi  and  five  other  young 
blacks,  known  as  the  “Sharpeville  Six,” 
were  sentenced  to  death  by  hanging  in 
December  1985  for  their  alleged  role  in 
the  1984  murder  of  Sharpeville  Deputy 
Mayor  Khuzwayo  Dlamini. 

The  six  have  won  two  stays  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  the  state  is  currently  consider¬ 
ing  an  appeal  to  hear  evidence  that  two 
key  government  witnesses  were  forced 
by  police  to  implicate  two  of  the  six. 

In  sentencing  the  six  to  death,  the 
South  African  Court  of  Appeals  said  it 
had  not  been  proved  that  the  convicts  ac¬ 
tually  killed  the  deputy  mayor. 

However,  using  the  South  African  judi¬ 
cial  principle  of  “common  purpose,”  the 
court  said  they  were  guilty  of  murder  for 
being  part  of  a  large  crowd  that  killed 
Mr.  Dlamini  after  he  allegedly  fired 
shots  at  them. 

Mr.  Mokhesi,  a  professional  soccer  play¬ 
er,  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  as  is  one  other  of 
the  Sharpeville  Six.  Two  are  Anglicans. 

Ms.  Mokhesi,  traveling  in  the  United 
States  with  her  brother’s  10-year-old 
daughter,  Mamolise,  said,  “Christmas 
Day,  the  birth  of  our  Savior,  used  to  be  a 
day  of  rejoicing  for  all  of  the  families. 
None  of  ^s  feels  like  rejoicing  at  any- 


“Christianity  that  says 
there  exists  a  contradic¬ 
tion  is  a  Christianity  of 
the  empire.” 

— Javier  Gorostiaga 


Gorostiaga  said  he  is  “convinced  that  the 
Salvadoran  and  Guatemalan  revolutions 
can  and  should  be  better  than  Nicaragua’s.” 

While  acknowledging  papal  state¬ 
ments  underlining  the  intellectual  con¬ 
flicts  between  Marxism  and  Christianity, 
the  Jesuit  insisted  that  the  two  are  not 
contradictory. 

“The  Christianity  that  says  there  ex¬ 
ists  a  contradiction  is  a  Christianity  of 
the  empire  and  one  we  cannot  accept,” 
he  said. 

The  Nicaraguan  official  said  his  coun¬ 
try  "may  be  small,  peripheral  and  under¬ 
developed,  but  we  claim  the  right  to 
determine  our  own  history,  our  own  style 
of  development  and  our  own  form  of 
government." 

Father  Gorostiaga  suggested  that 
Christianity  could  serve  as  a  unifying 
force  for  Latin  America  as  countries  in 
the  region  face  the  problems  of  paying 
foreign  debt,  building  a  new  economic 
order  and  forging  representative  and 
democratic  governments. 


thing  anymore. 

“When  we  see  people  celebrating,  it 
reminds  us  of  our  own  pain;  it  isolates  us, 
for  what  we  have  to  share  is  something 
that  we  cannot  communicate  to  those 
whose  hearts  have  not  also  been  tossed 
and  crushed  by  these  injustices.” 

Ms.  Mokhesi  said  Mamolise  has  not 
been  able  to  visit  her  father  in  prison  be¬ 
cause  government  regulations  prohibit 
children  under  16  from  entering  prisons. 

Ms.  Mokhesi  is  visiting  leaders  in  the 
United  States  and  other  western  nations  as 
part  of  a  campaign  to  put  increasing  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  administration  of  South  Afri¬ 
can  President  P.W.  Botha  before  Sept.  7, 
the  next  scheduled  hearing  in  the  case. 

On  that  date  the  South  African  Court 
of  Appeals  is  to  hear  arguments  on 
whether  to  consider  new  evidence  alleg¬ 
edly  implicating  police  in  forcing  testi¬ 
mony  used  to  implicate  the  defendants. 

Executives  of  the  United  States  Catho¬ 
lic  Conference,  National  Council  of 
Churches  Synagogue  Council  of  America 
issued  a  joint  statement  Aug.  9  appealing 
to  President  Botha  to  commute  the  death 
sentences  of  the  Sharpeville  Six  and 
grant  a  new  trial. 

“The  conviction  and  death  sentences 
of  these  five  men  and  one  woman  raise 
profound  issues  of  fairness  and  justice,” 
the  statement  said. 

“Our  biblical  sense  of  justice  requires 
that  each  person  be  held  accountable  for 
his  or  her  own  actions,  and  we  reject  the 
notion  of  guilt  by  ‘common  purpose.’  ” 

Statements  in  support  of  the  Sharpe¬ 
ville  Six  have  also  been  issued  by  the  two 
major  United  States  presidential  candi¬ 
dates,  Vice  President  George  Bush  and 
Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis; 
and  Amnesty  International,  a  human- 
rights  organization. 


South  African  woman  brings 
appeal  for  brother  to  U.S. 
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ATLANTA— Anti-abortion  leader  Randy  Terry  (left)  of  Operation  Rescue,  an  organization  protesting  health  clin¬ 
ics  that  offer  abortion  services,  raises  his  hand  and  yells,  “Hallelujah,”  after  receiving  a  $10,000  check  from  the 
Rev.  Jerry  Falwell  (right).  Looking  on  (center)  is  Dr.  Jerry  Nims,  president  of  Moral  Majority.  The  check  was  pre¬ 
sented  during  a  demonstration  outside  the  Woman’s  Health  Center. 

Pastors  duck  abortion  protests 


THE  METHODIST  HOME  OF  NEW  ORLEANS 

'MAKING  MIRACLES  HAPPEN' 

815  Washington  Avenue  New  Orleans,  La.  (504)  895-7709 


One  of  Each  — 


I  hen  a  Whole  Bunch 


Dr.  Richard  Hodges 


I  hope  that  you  will  allow  me  to  write 
about  something  very  personal.  I  be¬ 
came  a  father  for  the  third  time  on  June 
6th.  And  I  can  think  of  little  else. 

No,  I  did  not  have  the  privilege  of  be¬ 
ing  in  the  surgical  delivery  room  and  ac¬ 
tually  seeing  the  birth  as  I  did  with  my 
first  two.  However,  I  do  not  think  I  will 
ever  forget  watching  the  entrance  of  a 
brand  new  baby  into  this  world.  That 
these  beautiful  children  belong  to  me, 
makes  me  especially  proud.  I  cannot  de¬ 
scribe  to  you  the  feelings  within  me. 

It’s  important  for  us  to  remember  that 
life  is  a  gift.  There  is  something  more 
than  just  flesh  and  blood,  bone  and  joint. 
There  is  life  to  be  found  in  children. 

It’s  also  important  for  us  to  remember 
who  the  giver  of  life  is.  I  truly  believe 


that  the  new  life  that  has  come  into  my 
presence  is  God  given. 

It  is  an  awesome  responsibility  to  be  a 
parent.  This  is  the  third  time  that  God 
has  entrusted  into  my  care  the  precious 
gift  of  life.  I  have  literally  trembled  each 
time  that  I  accepted  the  challenge  of 
raising  the  children  that  God  has  given  to 
me.  Know  what?  You  would  too,  if  you 
had  53  children! 

You  see,  my  first  son,  Todd,  was  bom 
in  September  of  1976.  My  first  daughter. 
Elizabeth,  was  born  in  July  of  1984.  But 
my  other  children,  all  50  ( 4-  or  -) 
came  in  a  BUNCH  on  June  6, 1988. 

As  the  new  Executive  Director  of  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans,  my 
family  is  quite  extended.  Some  days  I 
have  30  or  40.  Today  I  have  51,  not  count¬ 
ing  Todd  and  Elizabeth.  To  say  I  have 
my  hands  full,  would  be  an  understate¬ 
ment.  However,  God  has  blessed  me  with 
some  marvelous  help.  Not  only  do  I  have 
some  wonderful  Child  Development 
Workers  and  Staff  to  work  with  my  chil¬ 
dren,  I  have  each  and  every  one  of  you. 
Thank  you  for  your  love  and  support.  It 
means  so  much  to  my  children  and  to 
myself. 

In  closing,  I  would  encourage  every 
parent  to  pause  from  time  to  time  and  to 
consider  the  gift  of  life  as  God  has  en¬ 
trusted  it  to  you  in  the  gift  of  a  child. 
May  God’s  grace  and  peace  be  with  you. 
And,  oh  yes,  give  your  child  a  hug  or  a 
kiss  or  a  call  today.  I  know  that  yours 
are  every  bit  as  special  to  you  as  all  53  of 
mine  are  to  me. 

Richard  E.  Hodges,  Ph.D. 

Executive  Director 


Social  Worker  Hired 


Michele  Kelly  has  assumed  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  social  worker  for  The  Methodist 
Home.  Ms.  Kelly  received  her  B.S.  de¬ 
gree  from  St.  Mary’s  Dominican  College, 
N.O.  and  her  M.S.W.  from  Tulane  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  is  also  a  licensed  practical 
nurse. 

Ms.  Kelly  came  to  The  Home  from  the 
Bogalusa  Mental  Health  Clinic  where  she 
was  Children’s  Coordinator,  providing 
group  and  family  therapy.  While  there 
she  organized  and  led  sexual  abuse  vic¬ 
tim  groups  and  children’s  medication 
management  groups. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Social  Workers,  the  Mental 
Health  Association  of  GNO,  Big  Brothers 
and  Big  Sisters  of  GNO,  American  Red 
Cross  and  Bogalusa  Community  Mental 
Health  Clinic,  Advisory  Member. 

Ms.  Kelly  brings  her  excellent  skills  to 


Michele  Kelly 


the  growing  professional  climate  of  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


Dr.  Fisher  Joins  Staff 

Dr.  Marc  Fisher  recently  joined  the 
staff  of  The  Methodist  Home.  His  pres¬ 
ence  will  provide  increased  medical  care 
for  the  children.  This  is  a  wonderful  step 
in  our  growth.  Dr.  Fisher  is  a  native  of 
New  Orleans  and  a  graduate  of  De  La¬ 
Salle  High  School,  Tulane  University  and 
LSU  Medical  School,  specializing  in  pedi¬ 
atric  care.  He  was  trained  in  pediatrics 
at  Children’s  and  Charity  Hospitals  in 
New  Orleans  and  was  chief  resident  in 
1987-88. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Eligi¬ 
ble  Pediatrics,  the  American  Academy 
of  Pediatricians,  the  American  Medical 
Society,  the  Louisiana  State  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  the  Jefferson  Medical  Society  and 
is  in  private  practice  in  Gretna. 


Residential  Family 
Care  Program 

“U.S.  Families  Face 
Social  Dynamite” 

This  was  the  title  of  an  article  that  ap¬ 
peared  recently  in  the  New  Orleans 
Times  Picayune.  The  article  states  that 
‘‘increasing  out-of-wedlock  births,  con¬ 
tinuing  growth  in  the  number  of  families 
headed  by  women  and  a  rising  number  of 
children  living  in  deprivation  are  among 
'deeply  troubling’  changes  in  the  fam:,;‘ 
structure.” 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
is  addressing  the  unacceptable  effects 
the  above  changes  in  the  family  have 
had  on  some  of  the  children  in  our  soci¬ 
ety  through  its  Residential  Family  Care 
Program.  These  unacceptable  effects  in¬ 
clude  both  physical  and  emotional  abuse. 

The  goal  of  the  Residential  Family  Care 
Program  is  to  provide  a  healthy  family 
setting  in  which  a  child  receives  proper 
care  and  treatment  for  his/her  previous¬ 
ly  experienced  physical,  mental,  or  emo¬ 
tional  deprivation.  Each  child  in  our 
society,  as  a  unique  creation  of  God,  has 
the  right  to  see  himself /herself  within  a 
“family”  context  and  to  identify  with 


Dan  Bouysou 


things  other  than  hiruseu/  nerself,  name¬ 
ly  others  and  God. 

If  you  live  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
area  and  are  interested  in  obtaining 
more  information  about  The  Methodist 
Home’s  Residential  Family  Care  Pro¬ 
gram,  please  contact  Mr.  Dan  Bouysou 
at  (504)  895-7709. 


Dr.  Marc  Fisher 


102  YEARS  AND  GROWING 


NEW  LOOK  —  To  help  change  the  image  of  the  Institution,  the  foyer  of  The 
Methodist  Home  has  been  decorated  as  a  welcoming  reception  area.  A  play  area 
with  toys  and  puzzles  are  a  part  of  the  living  room-like  atmosphere.  Pictured  is  Eva 
Watkins,  who  oversees  the  reception  area. 


CARING  GROUP  —  Velma  and  Henry  Adcock  deliver  the  supplies  and  a  gener¬ 
ous  check  collected  by  the  Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Vacation  Bible  School. 


DONATION  —  The  Greater  New  Orleans  United  Methodist  Men’s  group  is  one  of 
the  most  active  Men’s  groups  in  the  nation.  Pictured  above  is  Mr.  John  Davis  giving 
a  $500  donation  to  Rev.  W.O.  Lynch  Jr.,  Chaplain  and  Community  Relations  Direc¬ 
tor. 


New  Executive  Director  Named 


Dr.  Richard  E.  Hodges  was  elected  by 
The  Board  of  Directors  of  The  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  as  Executive  Di¬ 
rector  on  June  3,  1988.  Dr.  Hodges  came 
to  The  Methodist  Home  in  1986  to  estab¬ 
lish  and  direct  the  Residential  Family 
Care  Program,  a  specialized  form  of  fos¬ 
ter  care  for  abandoned,  abused  and  ne¬ 
glected  children. 

Born  and  raised  in  Baton  Rouge,  Loui¬ 
siana,  Dr.  Hodges  is  a  graduate  of  Louisi¬ 
ana  State  University  and  holds  three 
degrees  from  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary.  In  1987,  Dr.  Hodges 
earned  a  Ph.D.  in  Counseling  Psychology 
from  Columbia  Pacific  University. 


His  credentials  include  Clinical  Mem¬ 
bership  in  American  Association  of  Mar¬ 
riage  and  Family  Therapy  (AAMFT), 
National  Certified  Counselor  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Board  of  Certified  Counselors 
(NBCC),  World  Federation  of  Mental 
Health  Counselors  (WFMHC),  The  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Mental  Health  Clergy,  Inc. 
(AMHC),  and  holds  Professional  Counsel¬ 
or  Licenses  in  the  states  of  Louisiana, 
Mississippi  and  Georgia. 

Dr.  Hodges  is  married  to  Wilma  Dem- 
ing  Hodges  and  has  one  son,  Todd,  age 
nine,  and  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  age 
four. 


Case  Manager  Added  to  Program 


Ms.  Penny  Connor  has  been  added  as  a 
case  manager  for  the  RFC  Program  of 
The  Methodist  Home.  Ms.  Connor  was  an 
outstanding  student  and  leader  at  Xavier 
Preparatory  High  School  in  New  Orleans 
before  attending  Louisiana  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  where  she  received  her  bachelor’s 
degree. 

Before  coming  to  The  Home  in  June, 
1988,  she  worked  at  St.  Elizabeth’s  Home 
in  New  Orleans,  with  emotionally  dis¬ 
turbed  and  sexually  abused  females  and 
at  DePaul  Hospital  with  Behavior  Disor¬ 
ders  and  Chemically  Dependent  children 
and  adolescents. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  National  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Negro  Women  of  New  Orleans,  and 
works  with  pregnant  teens  and  teen 
mothers  in  the  Adolescent  Mother’s  Ini¬ 
tiative  Program. 


Penny  Connor 

Ms.  Connor  is  highly  qualified  to  work 
with  the  emotionally  and  deveiopmentally 
disabled  children  of  our  RFC  Program. 


Board  Approves  Future  Plans 


In  late  1986,  three  needs  were  brought 
to  the  Board  of  Directors’  attention  by 
the  Superintendent.  First,  The  Home 
needed  to  have  an  Executive  Director 
who  was  trained  in  social  services  and 
one  who  would  have  a  long  tenure.  Sec¬ 
ond,  The  Home  needed  to  expand  its  ser¬ 
vices  to  cover  several  children  and 
family  programs.  Third,  The  Home  need¬ 
ed  to  increase  its  endowment  to  provide 
for  times  of  financial  crisis,  new  pro¬ 
grams,  and  capital  improvements. 

During  that  meeting,  the  bylaws  were 
changed,  to  provide  for  an  Executive  Di¬ 


rector  trained  in  social  services;  a  new 
program,  Residential  Family  Care  was 
approved,  and  a  long-range  planning 
committee  was  appointed. 

In  October  1986,  the  Residential  Fam¬ 
ily  Care  Program  began.  In  June  1988  a 
new  Executive  Director  was  hired.  In  the 
coming  year  plans  for  increasing  the  en¬ 
dowment  will  be  initiated. 

Articles  on  this  page  will  introduce 
you  to  the  new  staff  and  changes  that  are 
taking  place.  You  can  join  us  with  pride 
as  we  face  the  future  together. 


A  Wish  List  for  the  Home 


Occasionally  I  am  asked,  "Do  you 
have  a  wish  list  for  The  Home?”  Well, 
the  answer  obviously  is  yes.  My  chief 
wish  would  be  that  our  world  and  society 
be  in  such  good  shape  that  we  would 
have  no  need  for  institutions  such  as  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  Realiz¬ 
ing  that  this  is  a  Utopian  wish,  however, 
let  me  make  some  practical  suggestions 
from  our  wish  list. 

If  you  want  to  help  The  Home  with  a 
BIG  GIFT  you  could  think  about  provid¬ 
ing:  1)  a  swimming  pool  complete  with 
fence  and  covered  shelter  —  with  insur¬ 
ance,  too;  2)  a  large  screen  color  T.V.  for 


group  movies/videos;  3)  money  to  re¬ 
model  the  play  yard  area;  4)  assistance 
in  remodeling  our  pre-school  bedrooms; 
5)  wall  mats  for  our  gym  to  protect  our 
skaters;  6)  assistance  for  field  trips;  7) 
one  large,  red  wagon  with  side  rails  for 
our  nursery  babies  and  8)  diapers,  dia¬ 
pers  and  more  diapers  and  on  and  on  my 
list  could  go.  Of  course,  money  is  never 
refused! 

Thanks  for  all  the  help  you  have  given 
in  the  past  as  well  as  now  and  please, 
pray  with  us  here  at  The  Home  that  our 
world’s  treatment  of  children  might  im¬ 
prove. 


Coordinators  Recognized 


In  recognition  of  their  years  of  ser¬ 
vice,  their  invaluable  experience  and  ex¬ 
cellent  abilities,  the  following  Child 
Development  Workers  were  named  as 
Coordinators  by  Dr.  Richard  Hodges. 


Velma  Jenkins,  Nursery  Coordinator; 
Evelyn  Sturgis,  Preschool  Coordinator; 
Catherine  Metoyer,  Boys  Coordinator 
and  Catherine  Hookfin,  Girls  Coordina¬ 
tor. 


Special  Volunteer  Needed 


The  Methodist  Home  is  looking  for  a 
licensed  operating  engineer  who  would 
volunteer  his  services  as  a  consultant  for 
the  operation  of  our  building.  We  need 
someone  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
area  who  would  be  on  call  to  advise  the 
maintenance  personnel  should  a  building 
operations  emergency  arise.  He  would 
also  need  to  be  available  to  make  routine 
inspections  of  our  equipment  and  advise 
in  planning  preventive  maintenance. 
This  person's  license  would  need  to  be 
displayed  for  purposes  of  our  licensing 
as  a  child  care  facility. 

If  you  are  a  retired  person  who  meets 
these  qualifications  and  would  be  willing 
to  donate  your  time  in  supportive  care  of 
children,  we  would  like  to  hear  from  you. 


Even  if  you  are  not  retired  but  have  a 
few  hours  per  month  to  provide  this 
needed  service,  please  give  us  a  call. 

We  also  have  need  for  some  miscella¬ 
neous  items  which  are  not  in  our  budget. 
We  need  a  small  8000  BTU  (or  more)  A/C 
unit,  a  fly  light  for  our  kitchen,  a  com¬ 
mercial  food  processor,  a  commercial 
microwave  oven  and  a  slightly  used  (or 
new)  commercial  dishwasher  to  replace 
the  one  we  have  (which  was  used  by  the 
Pilgrims  following  the  first  Thanksgiving 
dinner!)  If  you  would  like  to  donate  or 
contribute  toward  the  purchase  of  any  of 
these  items,  please  feel  free  to  contact 
me,  Mike  Tabb  at  504-895-7709.  Any  gift 
is  tax  deductible  and  may  be  given  in 
honor  or  memory  of  someone. 


Methodist  Home  Staff 


Richard  Hodges . Executive  Director 

Jim  Akins . Director  of  Child  Care 

Michele  Kelly . Social  Worker 

W.O.  Lynch . Chaplain/Director  of  Community  Relations 

Jere  Edwards . Comptroller 

Susie  Forsythe . Office  Manager 

Mike  Tabb . Director  of  Support  Services 

Marc  Fisher,  M.D . Physician 

Dan  Bouysou . Family  Therapist 

Penny  Connor . Case  Manager 

Eva  Watkins . Secretary/Receptionist 
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WELCOME  TO  LOUISIANA  —  Bishop  Bill  Oden  and  his  wife  Marilyn  have 
moved  into  the  Episcopal  Residence  in  Bocage  subdivision  in  Baton  Rouge.  Bishop 
Oden  is  already  in  his  office  in  the  Headquarters  Building  at  527  North  Boulevard 
working  with  the  Louisiana  Conference. 


Festive  event  set  for  Older  Adults 


at  First  Church,  N.O.  Sept.  23-24 

There  will  be  a  Fun  Fest  and  Feast  for  '"“THe^  schedules"  for  the  two  days  will 


Older  Adults,  Sept.  23-24  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  New  Orleans. 

The  event  is  scheduled  for  all  older 
adults  and  the  purpose  is  to  allow  all  old¬ 
er  adults  in  the  Conference  to  share  to¬ 
gether  in  fellowship  and  to  take 
resources  back  to  their  local  churches. 

The  resource  leader  will  be  Rev.  Larry 
Eisenberg.  He  is  a  retired  minister  who 
has  written  several  books  on  recreation 
and  is  an  active  workshop  leader.  Among 
his  most  familiar  books  is  “Omnibus  of 
Fun.” 

Those  interested  in  attending  are  wel¬ 
come  to  come  for  one  or  both  of  the  two 
scheduled  days.  There  is  a  $10  registra¬ 
tion  cost,  plus  meals  which  will  be  about 
$3  each. 


run  as  follows: 

Friday 

6  p.m.  Cajun  Dinner 

7  p.m.  Square  Dancing  (All  steps 

will  be  taught.  No  experience 
is  necessary  —  cards  and 
dominoes  will  be  available.) 

Saturday 

9:30  a.m.  Registration 
10  a.m.  Fellowship  and  Re-Creation 
with  Larry  Eisenberg 
Noon  Lunch  at  First  UMC 
3  p.m.  Dismiss 

For  persons  planning  to  stay  over¬ 
night,  motel  suggestions  can  be  obtained 
from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans. 


T 

Registration  Form  For  Older  Adult  Fun  Fest  and  Feast 

Registration  Deadline:  September  19,  1988 
Make  Check  Payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Name _ Church _ 

Address _ 

City,  State _ Zip _ 

_ Friday  only 

_ Saturday  only 

_ Both  Friday  and  Saturday 

Mail  registration  with  $10  fee  to: 

Larry  Lewis 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 


September  Conference  Calendar 

3-5  Singles  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  4  p.m.  on  3rd-l  p.m.  on  5th 

3-5  Family  Camp,  Lake  Charles  District  Camp 

7-8  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  Districts  Gathering 

with  Bishop  Oden 

7- 10  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  "Offering  Christ  Today,”  Little  Rock,  AR 

8- 9  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Fall  Retreat 

9  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  9:30  a.m. 

11  Christian  Education  Sunday 

16  UMW  Annual  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 

16  Church  Growth  Seminar  —  1st  Church,  Lafayette  9  a.m.-l  p.m. 

17  Lake  Charles  District  Teacher  Training  Event  with  John  Westerhoff,  First 

Church,  Lake  Charles 

18  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board  Observance 

18- 19  Alexandria  District  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

19- 20  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Board  of  Directors  Meeting,  Tall 

Timbers  Conference  Center,  Alexandria,  2:30  p.m. 

21-23  GCFA  Quadrennial  Workshop  Training,  Orlando,  Fla. 

23-24  Older  Adult  Consultation,  1st  New  Orleans,  6  p.m.  on  23rd-3  p.m.  on  24th 
25-26  Shreveport  District  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

25- 26  Wally  White  Lectures,  First  Church,  Alexandria 

26- 29  Seniors  at  Sequoyah  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  AR 

29  CFA  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a.m. 

30  Board  of  Discipleship  Meeting,  First  Church,  Pineville,  10:00  a.m. 


In  Memoriam 

Mrs.  Gertrude  L.  Krumnow,  wife  of  re-  al  services  were  held  on  August  21  at 
tired  Louisiana  Conference  minister,  Perry  United  Methodist  Church  in  Perry, 
Rev.  Clarence  B.  Krumnow,  died  August  Texas. 

18, 1988.  She  was  78  years  old.  The  funer- 


September  11  — 


Christian  Education  Sunday 


Christian  Education  Sunday,  set  for 
Sept.  11,  is  a  special  time  scheduled  by 
each  conference  to  emphasize  the  Sun¬ 
day  School  programs  within  each  church 
and  to  recognize  the  dedication  of  the 
Christian  Education  workers. 

Realizing  how  important  Sunday 
school  is  to  the  church  helps  to  place 
greater  importance  on  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Sunday.  For  instance,  75  percent  of 
all  church  members  come  from  the  Sun¬ 
day  school.  Also,  85  percent  of  all  church 
workers  come  from  the  Sunday  school 
and  95  percent  of  all  pastors  come  from 
the  Sunday  School.  On  the  down  side 
however,  60  percent  of  all  grade  school 
children  do  not  attend  Sunday  school;  80 
percent  of  all  high  school  youth  do  not 
attend  Sunday  school  and  90  percent  of 
all  college  young  adults  do  not  attend 
Sunday  school.  These  surprising  statis¬ 
tics  present  a  golden  opportunity  for 
mission  at  our  own  back  door. 


Objective 

The  Foundation  for  Teaching  and 
Learning  in  the  United  Methodist  Church 
states  an  objective  for  the  Christian  Edu¬ 
cation  system.  “The  objective  of  the 
church  as  manifested  through  its  educa¬ 
tional  ministry  is  that  all  persons  be 
aware  of  and  grow  in  their  understand¬ 
ing  of  God,  especially  of  his  redeeming 
love  as  revealed  in  Jesus  Christ,  respond 
in  faith  and  love,  to  the  end  that  they 
may  know  who  they  are  and  what  their 
human  situation  means,  increasingly 
identify  themselves  as  children  of  God 
and  members  of  the  community,  live  in 
the  spirit  of  God  in  every  relationship, 
fulfill  their  common  discipleship  in  the 
world  and  abide  in  the  Christian  hope.  ’  ’ 


Church  School  is  Important 

The  Church  school  is  the  number  one 
evangelistic  arm  of  the  church.  Approxi¬ 
mately  75  percent  of  all  persons  coming 
into  UM  churches  on  profession  of  faith 
come  through  the  Sunday  School.  The 
Sunday  school  provides  the  structure  and 
nurture  that  makes  effective  evangelism 
possible. 

Church  growth  comes  basically 
through  persons  being  added  to  the 
church  on  profession  of  faith,  not  in 
transferring  members  from  one  church 
to  another.  Studies  indicate  that  trends  in 
the  Sunday  school  are  followed  within 
five  years  by  the  same  trend  in  the 
church.  So,  if  a  Sunday  school  is  growing, 
the  church  will  show  that  same  growth  in 
three  to  five  years. 

The  Sunday  school  is  the  number  one 
nurturing  arm  of  the  local  church.  No 
other  organization  within  the  church  has 
the  overall  impact  of  the  Sunday  school. 
Most  persons,  especially  adults,  attend 
°unday  school  for  the  fellowship. 

The  Sunday  school  provides  small 
groups  in  which  caring  and  support  are 
experienced  and  most  persons  need  to  be 
related  to  other  persons  in  such  small, 
face-to-face  groups.  At  this  point,  the 
teacher  is  crucial.  The  number  one  quali¬ 
ty  of  a  good  Sunday  school  teacher  is 


that  he  or  she  be  a  person  who  loves  and 
is  concerned  about  other  persons.  This 
capacity  to  care  and  show  active  con¬ 
cern  for  other  persons  characterizes  a 
good  nurturing  climate.  Sunday  school 
classes  and  groups  tend  to  grow  in  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  as  they  increasingly  be¬ 
come  caring  groups. 

Sunday  school  is  the  primary  teach¬ 
ing/learning  arm  of  the  church.  One 
main  purpose  is  to  help  persons  under¬ 
stand  the  Christian  faith  and  heritage 
that  comes  to  us  through  the  Bible  and 
the  Church.  Teaching/learning  takes 
place  in  other  areas  of  the  church,  but 
none  as  strongly  as  in  the  Sunday  school. 
It  is  literally  the  "school  of  the  church.” 
Sunday  school  at  its  best  is  a  teaching/ 
learning  community. 

Sunday  school  is  also  the  number  one 
leader  development  arm  of  the  church. 
Take  an  inventory  of  your  church  lead¬ 
ers  and  see  how  many  were  brought  up 
in  the  Sunday  school. 

Celebrating  Sunday  School 

Sunday  School  and  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Sunday  can  be  celebrated  by  taking 
a  special  offering  in  your  church  to  be 
used  for  leadership  training  and  develop¬ 
ment  within  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
In  the  past,  this  has  supported  events 
such  as  the  Sunday  School  Fairs  and  Lab 
Schools. 

Churches  could  also  plan  a  Service  of 
Recognition  and  Dedication  for  all  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  workers  in  the  church.  A 
possible  Litany  of  Commitment  is  avail¬ 
able  from  Discipleship  Resources. 

Another  aspect  churches  may  wish  to 
consider  in  planning  to  celebrate  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  Sunday  would  be  to  place 
special  emphasis  on  the  Sunday  school 
with  a  church-wide  program  or  event. 
This  could  be  a  Rally  Day  Program,  a 
Sunday  School  picnic  or  any  other  activity. 

Help  is  Available 

The  Sunday  school  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  part  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
since  its  early  days  in  America.  Many  of 
the  churches  in  Louisiana  started  as  Sun¬ 


day  schools  which  met  weekly,  while 
worship  services  were  added  as  preach¬ 
ers  could  make  the  circuit.  Although  the 
Sunday  school  has  undergone  many 
changes  in  the  last  two  centuries,  it  is 
still  the  primary  teaching/learning  as¬ 
pect  of  the  church  today. 

There  is  help  available  to  churches  of 
all  sizes  as  they  struggle  to  keep  the  val¬ 
ue  of  the  Sunday  school  alive.  There  are 
two  publications  from  Cokesbury  avail¬ 
able  quarterly.  "Leader  in  the  Church 
School  Today”  is  for  persons  with  admin¬ 
istrative  responsibilities  for  the  Sunday 
school.  It  contains  articles  about  impor¬ 
tant  issues  for  the  leader  as  well  as  sug¬ 
gestions  for  workshops  to  train  teachers. 

The  other  resource,  "Teachers  in  the 
Church  Today,”  is  for  Sunday  School 
teachers.  This  new  publication  has  arti¬ 
cles  for  and  by  teachers  to  help  them 
grow  spiritually  and  as  teachers. 

Help  is  also  available  from  the  staff  of 
the  Conference  Council  on  Ministries. 
Carolyn  Dove,  Conference  Youth  Coordi¬ 
nator,  is  available  to  local  churches  in 
the  area  of  youth  ministry.  Carolyn  is  fa¬ 
miliar  with  resources  for  youth  and  can 
assist  in  training. 

Larry  Lewis,  Conference  Director  of 
Education  Ministries,  has  experience  in 
leading  workshops  for  local  churches, 
clusters  of  churches  or  districts  in  teach¬ 
er  training  or  in  Sunday  School  evalua¬ 
tion  and  planning.  Larry  can  design  an 
event  to  meet  the  needs  of  most  churches 
—  small  or  large  —  within  a  variety  of 
time  frames. 

Some  of  the  topics  which  you  might 
want  to  consider  are:  Motivation  for 
Teaching,  Age-level  Characteristics, 
Curriculum  Resources,  Sunday  School 
Growth  and  Outreach,  Activities  and 
Ideas  for  Teachers,  Weekday  Ministries 
with  Children,  Teaching  the  Bible  to 
Children,  Youth  and  Adults,  Storytelling 
Sharing  Your  Faith,  and  many  more. 

Carolyn  Dove  or  Larry  Lewis  may  be 
contacted  at  Conference  Council  on  Min¬ 
istries,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802  or  (504)  346-1646. 


Sept.  16-17  — 


UMW  ready  for  1988  Annual  Meeting 


The  15th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  United  Methodist  Wom¬ 
en  will  be  held  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  Sep¬ 
tember  16-17. 

A  processional  of  Conference  officers 
and  dignitaries  will  signal  the  beginning 
of  the  meeting  with  the  processional 
hymn,  "Joyful,  Joyful  We  Adore  Thee,” 
being  led  by  the  Handbell  Choir  and  the 
Women’s  Ensemble  of  Broadmoor 
Church.  Colorful  windsocks  designed  to 
interpret  the  theme  will  be  carried  by 
representatives  of  the  nine  districts  in 
our  Conference. 

Janelle  McCammon,  Conference  Pres¬ 
ident,  will  preside  over  the  meeting.  Par- 
ticipants  will  be  welcomed  by  Dr. 
Kenneth  Reed,  host  minister;  Alice  Ir¬ 
ving,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District 
President;  and  Frances  Pearce,  local 
President.  Bishop  Bill  Oden  will  also  be 
in  attendance.  The  theme  for  the  event  is 
“All  One  in  Christ.” 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  1988  An¬ 
nual  Meeting  will  be  Betty  Gordon,  a 
Vice  President  of  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church.  She  is 
serving  her  second  quadrennium  as  a  di¬ 
rector  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  she  chairs  the  Committee 


KEYNOTE  SPEAKER  -  Betty  Gor¬ 
don,  a  Vice  President  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
will  be  the  main  speaker  for  the  1988 
UMW  Annual  Meeting. 


on  Ecumenical  Relations.  At  present, 
Gordon  is  also  serving  as  Treasurer  of 
the  North  America  Area,  WFMW. 

Through  the  UMW,  Gordon  has  served 
as  President  of  the  West  Virginia  Confer¬ 
ence,  Christian  Mission  and  on  the  North¬ 
eastern  Core  Planning  Group.  She  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  General  and  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
and  is  active  in  the  West  Virginia  Annual 
Conference. 

Gordon  was  educated  at  Winthrop  Col¬ 
lege,  graduated  from  the  F.A.  School  of 
Fine  Arts,  and  received  a  bachelor’s  de¬ 
gree  from  Bluefield  State  College.  Serv¬ 
ing  Jesus  Christ  through  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  she  has  experienced  a 
number  of  cultures  in  countries  of  the 
world.  Being  with  women,  where  they 
are,  has  brought  enrichment  and  a  deep¬ 
er  commitment  to  mission. 

A  native  of  South  Carolina.  Gordon 
now  lives  in  Bluefield,  West  Virginia 
with  her  husband,  Will.  They  have  two 
sons. 

Another  special  guest  will  be  Edith 
Ming.  President  of  the  World  Federation 
of  Methodist  Women.  A  resident  of  New 
Orleans,  Ming  is  a  member  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
husband,  Donald  George  Kenneth  Ming, 
is  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana  area  of  the 
AME  Church. 

Margaret  Browder,  a  resident  of  Ba¬ 


ton  Rouge,  will  also  be  a  special  guest  at 
the  meeting.  Browder  is  the  regional 
representative  to  Church  Women  United. 
She  will  address  the  group  during  the 
Friday  afternoon  session  and  will  share 
leadership  of  an  interest  group  with 
Ming  later  that  same  day.  This  will  give 
those  attending  an  opportunity  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  a  more  in-depth  look  at  WFMW 
and  CWU  through  this  small  group  con¬ 
versation  with  officers  in  these  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organizations. 

The  group  will  break  into  smaller 
groups  to  focus  on  topics  that  are  of  in¬ 
terest  to  members.  A  wide  variety  of 
topics  and  issues  will  be  offered  this 
year,  ranging  from  “Enriching  Your 
Prayer  Life”  to  "Managing  Your  Mon¬ 
ey.’’  Great  care  was  given  to  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  the  subjects  and  to  the  speakers 
and  leaders,  striving  to  present  some¬ 
thing  for  everyone. 

One  of  the  most  timely  and  popular  inter¬ 
est  groups  will  be  the  sneak  preview  of  the 
new  hymnal.  The  new  hymnal  will  not  be 
available  until  the  fall  of  1989,  however 
Cokesbury  Publishing  House  is  making 
available  a  wide  selection  of  previewing 
materials,  including  a  sampler  Of  the 
hymnal  itself. 

Wayne  Millet  and  Judy  Zollinger  will 
team  up  to  direct  the  music  for  the  meet¬ 
ing.  Millet,  the  minister  of  music  at 
Broadmoor  will  conduct  the  Women's 


Ensemble  as  they  participate  in  the 
Opening  Session  Friday  afternoon  and 
again  at  the  banquet  that  evening.  He 
will  also  lead  the  interest  group  on  the 
new  hymnal. 

Zollinger  will  lead  the  group  in  singing 
during  the  meeting  and  during  worship 
experiences,  where  she  will  sing.  She 
serves  as  Mission  Coordinator  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Personhood  and  as  a  volunteer  in 
the  music  program  at  Broadmoor  where 
she  directs  the  choir  of  four-year-olds, 
“The  Merry  Music  Makers.” 

Alice  Story  and  Lou  Alexander  are 
serving  as  co-chairpersons  of  the  annual 
Meeting  Task  Force  and  Cynthia  Holli¬ 
day  is  the  local  arrangements  chairper¬ 
son. 


Welcome 
Celebrations 
Held  for 
Bishop  Oden 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond-Baton 
Rouge/Lafayette  Districts  —  Sept.  7- 
8 

Alexandria  District  —  Sept.  18-19 
Shreveport  District  —  Sept.  25-26 
Rustin  District  —  Oct.  4 
Monroe  District  —  Oct.  5 
Lake  Charles  District  —  Oct.  9-11 
New  Orleans/Houma-New  Or¬ 
leans/Slidell  —  Oct.  23-24 
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ORGANIZERS  —  Lou  Alexander,  left,  and  Alice  Story,  right,  have  served  as  the 
co-chairpersons  for  the  UMW  Annual  Meeting  Task  Force.  These  two  ladies  have 
worked  together  setting  up  programs,  coordinating  leaders  and  even  having  the  pro¬ 
grams  printed  and  putting  them  together  for  this  big  event. 
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How  would  you  have  voted  to  respond? 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1988 

My  Witness 

I  don’t  want  to  kick  my  habit! 


Imagine  your  church  being  offered  a 
$10,000,  no-strings-attached  gift.  There’s 
only  one  catch:  The  money  was  raised 
under  a  state-approved  “charitable  gam¬ 
bling”  law. 

How  would  you  rote  to  respond? 

This  situation  is  not  imaginary.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  four  congregations  in  Ogilvie, 
Minn.,  a  community  of  450  about  60 
miles  northwest  of  Minneapolis,  recently 
had  to  respond  to  just  that  situation  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  26). 

The  Ogilvie  Lions  Club  had  raised 
$283,050  by  sponsoring  pull-tab  gambling 
devices  at  local  bars  and  restaurants. 
(People  buy  chances  to  pull  back  a  tab  in 
hopes  that  it  will  reveal  they've  won  a 
large  jackpot.)  Under  state  law,  the  Li¬ 
ons  were  required  to  give  away  a  portion 
of  their  $146,106  profit  after  expenses 
were  paid.  The  club  decided  to  give 
$10,000  each  to  the  Roman  Catholic,  Mis¬ 
souri  Synod  Lutheran,  United  Methodist 
and  Christian  Reformed  congregations. 

How  would  you  have  voted  to  respond? 

Three  of  the  churches— the  Roman 
Catholics,  Lutherans  and  Reformed— ac¬ 
cepted  the  gift.  One— the  United  Method¬ 
ists— struggled  with  what  to  do. 

The  Rev.  Leslie  Drake,  pastor  of  the 
United  Methodist  flock  in  Ogilvie,  said 
his  church  board  had  an  extended  discus¬ 
sion  about  whether  to  accept  the  gift. 

He  said  some  members  noted  the  ar¬ 
ea’s  depressed  economy  and  pointed  to 
the  good  that  could  be  done  with  an  extra 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


$10,000. 

Some  noted  that  the  Lions  Club  has 
other  non-gambling  income,  “so  why 
couldn’t  we  just  accept  it  as  a  gift  from 
the  Lions  Club’s  regular  income?” 

Still  others  wondered  why  the  church 
shouldn’t  “take  the  money  and  turn  evil 
against  itself  by  doing  good  with  it.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Drake  said 
some  argued  against  accepting  the 
$10,000  because  of  the  dissension  that 
might  occur  in  deciding  how  to  spend  it. 

The  group  also  examined  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Social  Principles.  They  declare 
gambling  of  every  kind  to  be  “deadly  to 
the  best  interests  of  moral,  social,  eco¬ 
nomic  and  spiritual  life,  and  destructive 
of  good  government.” 

The  statement  urges  Christians  to  ab¬ 
stain  from  gambling  and  continues: 
“Community  standards  and  personal 
lifestyles  should  be  such  as  would  make 
unnecessary  and  undesirable  the  resort 
to  commercial  gambling,  including  pub¬ 
lic  lotteries,  as  a  recreation,  as  an  es¬ 
cape  or  as  a  means  of  producing  public 
revenue  or  funds  for  support  of  charities 
or  government.” 

Board  members  were  asked  to  consid¬ 
er  the  implications  of  accepting  money 
that  may  have  been  raised  from  people 
spending  $100  on  pull-tab  gambling  and 
not  having  enough  money  left  to  feed 
their  families. 

How  would  you  have  voted  to  respond? 

In  the  end,  the  Ogilvie  UMC  board  vot¬ 


ed  to  refuse  the  gift.  But  the  decision 
wasn’t  unanimous.  A  month  later,  the 
ethical  struggle  was  still  going  on.  One 
board  member  said:  “I’ve  thought  a  lot 
about  this,  and  I  believe  we  did  the  right 
thing.” 

Another  said:  “It’s  kept  going  through 
my  mind  again  and  again  all  the  good  we 
could  have  done  with  that  money.” 

Mr.  Drake  said:  “I  think  the  communi¬ 
ty  in  general  thinks  we’re  crazy." 

How  would  you  have  voted  to  respond? 

We  support  the  premise  that  no  form 
of  gambling  is  “harmless.”  Hence,  we 
commend  the  Ogilvie  congregation’s  de¬ 
cision  not  to  accept  the  gambling-gener¬ 
ated  $10,000  gift. 

But  we  don’t  assume  the  three 
churches  who  accepted  similar  gifts 
were  acting  as  tools  of  the  devil.  They 
doubtless  will  find  ways  to  use  their  gifts 
to  “turn  evil  to  good.”  If  the  church  were 
to  accept  only  gifts  that  could  be  certi¬ 
fied  100%  pure  in  their  origin,  many  a 
good  cause  would  be  down  the  tubes. 

The  remarkable  thing  about  members 
of  the  Ogilvie  congregation  is  their  will¬ 
ingness  to  struggle  with  one  another 
about  an  issue  of  right  and  wrong  and 
then  make  a  principled  decision. 

In  a  day  when  cynics  say  that  “every¬ 
thing  and  everyone  has  a  price,”  it’s  en¬ 
couraging  to  encounter  a  group  of 
Christians  who  face  temptation  and  de¬ 
cide:  “Our  convictions  are  not  for  sale.” 

How  would  you  have  voted  to  respond? 


By  MARTHA  M.  GARBETT 

Admitting  I  am  an  addict  has  not  been 
easy.  I  have  been  told  that  is  the  first 
step  of  recovery. 

There  is  only  one  problem.  I  don’t 
want  to  recover.  I  am  hopelessly  addict¬ 
ed  to  puppets.  And  I  am  blissfully  happy! 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  my  life  as  an 
addict  began  just  a  little  more  than  two 
years  ago.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  many 
puppets  I  have.  I  don’t  count  them  be¬ 
cause  regardless  of  the  numbers,  I  al¬ 
ways  find  more  I  must  have. 

I  have  puppets  that  have  always  been 
puppets.  I  have  some  that  have  meta¬ 
morphosed  from  stuffed  animals,  and  I 
have  unstuffed,  stuffed  animals  who 
dream  of  becoming  puppets. 

I  can’t  get  enough 

Still  I  search  for  more.  Why?  They  are 
my  inspiration,  a  medium  of  expression 
for  my  desire  to  create  stories  for  chil¬ 
dren  in  which  they  can  become  involved. 

Last  year,  after  a  church  meeting  the 
minister  asked  me  what  was  new.  My 
usual  answer  would  have  been  an  eva¬ 
sive  one. 

But  on  this  occasion  I  told  him  that  I 
had  written  a  couple  of  puppet  plays  and 
hoped  to  write  more.  He  immediately  in¬ 
troduced  me  to  our  new  Sunday  school 
superintendent,  who  had  been  praying 
about  a  puppet  ministry  for  our  church. 

I  tried  my  hand  at  making  people  pup¬ 
pets  to  use  with  my  plays  but  found  the 


children  much  preferred  animal  puppets. 
I  wrote  a  puppet  play  for  vacation 
church  school  about  a  group  of  animals 
and  their  attempt  to  help  the  wolf 
change  his  un-Christian  attitudes. 

Children  love  it 

The  children  loved  it.  We  performed 
one  act  during  opening  exercises  each 
morning  and  found  the  children  eagerly 
awaited  the  next  day’s  performance. 

I  started  a  campaign  within  the  church 
for  a  puppet  workshop,  which  we  still 
hold  regularly.  I  have  a  small  but  loyal 
group  of  youth  puppeteers  who  help 
make  and  operate  the  puppets. 

We  have  a  large  impressive  puppet 
stage  built  by  several  church  members, 
which  can  easily  be  unassembled.  I  am 
encouraging  our  youths  to  branch  out 
into  writing  scripts. 

We  have  added  lighting  and  a  sound 
system  to  the  stage,  and  I  am  much  in 
prayer  about  our  need  for  someone  who 
would  help  provide  music  for  our  plays. 

Many  of  my  ideas  come  in  the  early 
morning  while  soaking  in  the  tub.  I  spend 
this  time  in  quiet  communication  with 
my  creator. 

Banishing  unwanted  thoughts  takes 
practice,  but  it  gets  easier,  and  the  fruits 
of  this  daily  routine  are  nothing  short  of 
amazing. 

I  look  for  inexpensive  buys 

Obtaining  a  large  variety  of  puppets  is 
necessary  to  keep  the  children’s  interest 
high.  My  funds  are  quite  limited.  There¬ 
fore,  finding  inexpensive  methods  was  nec¬ 
essary.  I  started  with  yard  sales,  which 


have  a  great  appeal  for  me  anyway. 

I  have  found  that  dirty  old  stuffed  ani¬ 
mals  can  be  purchased  for  5  to  50  cents; 
unstuffed,  washed  and  mouths  inserted 
with  a  minimum  of  effort.  My  first  at¬ 
tempts  were  crude,  but  I  soon  leaned  to 
follow  the  natural  mouth  contours,  and 
the  results  were  amazing. 

I  also  haunt  through  the  thrift  stores.  I 
am  fortunate  that  there  are  three  in  close 
proximity,  and  I  make  regular  visits. 

Not  only  have  I  found  that  my  search 
for  a  particular  animal  has,  with  one  ex¬ 
ception,  always  been  rewarded  (I 
couldn’t  find  a  seagull),  but  I  always 
seem  to  find  one  I  wasn’t  looking,  which 
gives  me  an  idea  for  another  play. 

My  plays  are  designed  to  involve  the 
children.  The  puppets  talk  to  them,  and 
ask  their  opinions.  It  is  so  exciting  to 
hear  the  children  responding. 

We  use  these  plays  during  junior 
church  and  find  that  rather  than  having 
discipline  problems,  we  have  a  group  of 
eager  youngsters  who  are  learning  Chris¬ 
tian  attitudes  in  an  enjoyable  way. 

Yes,  I  am  an  addict  who  has  no  desire 
to  kick  the  habit.  I  feel  like  I  am  doing 
what  I  was  born  to  do! 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Martha  Garbett  is  a  member  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lexington 
Park,  Md.  (Baltimore  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Editorials  blame  wrong  people  for  film’s  sin 


Here  I  Stand 


To  the  Editor: 

I  fail  to  see  the  reasoning  of  your  edi¬ 
torials  on  the  “Last  Temptation  of 
Christ”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  19). 

According  to  one  editorial,  those  who 
wrote  letters  of  protest  and  boycotted 
the  film  “bear  no  small  measure  of  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  success  of  the  film.” 

Once  again  the  responsibility  of  the  sin 
is  transferred  to  someone  other  than  those 
involved  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
Christians  have  “ignored’’  attacks  on 
Christ  and  Christians  for  too  long.  That  is 
why  a  film  like  this  has  been  made. 

I  applaud  all  who  were  involved  in  the 
boycott  no  matter  how  much  money  is 
made  on  the  film.  In  the  long  run  we  will 
hurt  Universal  Studios  financially,  and 
there  is  an  ethical  issue  involved. 

Would  those  who  say  we  should  have 
ignored  this  film  also  have  advised  Jesus 
to  tell  his  followers  to  ignore  his  murder 
so  as  not  to  bring  too  much  attention  to 
the  event?  And  then  tell  them  that  if  they 
did  call  attention  to  it,  they  were  partial¬ 
ly  responsible  for  their  sin? 

Thank  God  for  the  boycott! 

John  H.  Stukey 
San  Angelo,  Texas 

Editorials  provide  insight 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo!  Encore!  Praise  God!  Your  Aug. 
19  editorial  regarding  the  ruckus  about 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  are 
among  the  best,  most  insightful  and  help¬ 
ful  I  have  ever  read  in  your  newspaper. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  movie  is  of¬ 
fensive,  but  when  well-meaning  Chris¬ 
tian  people  are  manipulated  to  assure 
the  financial  success  of  a  motion  picture, 
that  is  even  more  offensive. 

Without  all  of  the  attention  that  Chris¬ 
tians  have  brought  to  this  movie,  it  proba¬ 
bly  would  have  been  only  a  flash  in  a  pan. 

When  are  we  going  to  learn  as  a 
church  that  public  protests  and  boycotts 
often  have  the  opposite  effect  desired? 

In  the  end  we  appear  foolish  because 
our  efforts  have  aided  the  very  thing  we 
object  to.  There  is  a  difference  between 
taking  a  stand  on  something  and  raising 
hell  about  something  to  get  our  way. 

The  final  litmus  test  question  on  this 
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issue  to  me  is  this:  “Has  anyone  been 
won  to  the  kingdom  of  God  because  of 
the  stand  of  the  church  on  this  issue?”  To 
be  quite  frank  with  you,  I  doubt  it. 

Richard  E.  Jackson 
Falfurrias,  Texas 

We  can’t  ignore  this  insult 

To  the  Editor: 

We  Christians  have  been  used  by  Uni¬ 
versal  Studios  as  your  Aug.  19  editorials 
suggested. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  we  as  Christians 
should  remember  this  insult,  insensitiv¬ 
ity  and  callous  disregard  for  our  Lord  as 
we  enter  the  market  place. 

We  ignored  abortion,  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  a  cure  for  the  results  of  recreation¬ 
al  sex.  We  have  ignored  pornography, 
and  it  is  now  confronting  us  in  many  of 
our  local  stores.  We  have  ignored  the 
media’s  attack  on  the  church,  Christian 
and  our  values,  and  now  we  have  what 
now  seems  the  ultimate  sacrilege  “The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

At  some  point  Christians  must  stand 
against  the  onslaught  of  the  world.  I  be¬ 
lieve  this  is  not  the  time  to  “ignore  it.” 

Gale  N.  Izard 
Wewoka,  Oklahoma 

Let’s  abolish  jurisdictions 

To  the  Editor: 

Barbara  Wendland’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
piece  on  jurisdictional  conferences  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  5)  strikes  a  very  responsive 
note  in  me. 

Ever  since  the  establishment  of  juris¬ 
dictions  by  The  Methodist  Church  in 
1939,  I  have  felt  they  were  a  mistaken 
creation. 

Those  who  have  long  memories  or 
have  read  Methodist  history  know  the  ju¬ 
risdictions  were  set  up  to  satisfy  the  for¬ 
mer  southern  Methodist  church  so  that 
the  white  folks  in  the  South  wouldn’t 
have  to  have  Negroes  (or  in  the  polite 
Southern  language  of  the  time,  “nigras”) 
in  the  same  conferences  with  them. 

At  the  time,  I  was  among  those  who 
protested  that  the  price  for  unifying  the 
two  major  branches  of  American  Method¬ 
ism,  together  with  the  Methodist  Protes¬ 
tant  Church,  was  too  high.  To  bow  to 
segregation,  with  one  non-geographical  ju¬ 
risdiction  for  blacks  and  five  geographical 
ones  for  whites,  was  not  worth  it. 

The  argument,  obnoxious  as  it  was,  for 
creating  jurisdictions  has  long  been  a 
moot  one.  The  black  jurisdiction  was  abol¬ 
ished  in  1968.  So  what  earthly  reason  ex¬ 
ists  for  jurisdictions,  other  than  inertia? 

The  General  Conference  could  once 
again  take  up  the  tasks  the  jurisdictional 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
hook ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 


“Through  him  we  have  obtained 
access  to  this  grace  in  which  we 
stand,  and  we  rejoice  in  our  hope  of 
sharing  the  glory  of  God.  More  than 
that,  we  rejoice  in  our  sufferings, 
knowing  that  suffering  produces  en¬ 
durance,  and  endurance  produces 
character,  and  character  produces 
hope,  and  hope  does  not  disappoint 
us  because  God’s  love  has  been 
poured  into  our  hearts  through  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  has  been  given  to 
us.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  27:13-14) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  4 
Monday:  Psalms  119:129-133 
Tuesday:  Psalms  119:134-136. 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  2:1-8 
Thursday:  James  1:17-21 
Friday:  James  1:22-25 
Saturday:  James  1:26-27 
Sunday:  Mark  7:31-37 


conferences  now  perform.  Retaking 
those  tasks  won’t  be  burdensome,  for  as 
Ms.  Wendland  notes,  “The  only  real  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  jurisdictional  conference 
(was)  voting  for  new  bishops.” 

Before  1939,  that  business  had  been 
handled  by  General  Conferences.  It  is  too 
much  to  ask  that  “only  real  business  of 
the  jurisdictional  conference”  return  to 
its  original  voting  body?  I  think  not. 

Ralph  Mason  Dreger 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

I  saw  Holy  Spirit  move 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  been  interested  in  the  various 
comments  concerning  jurisdictional 
meetings,  especially  as  they  relate  to  the 
lack  of  perceived  spirituality  involved 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  5). 

I  came  away  from  jurisdictional  con¬ 
ference  enthusiastic  about  what  I  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  movement  of  the  spirit  in  the 
elections  of  our  episcopal  leadership. 

Politics  is  neither  religious  nor  irreli¬ 
gious.  It  is  a  tool  used  for  more  or  less 
honorable  concerns.  The  movement  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  be  present  at 
some  times  and  not  at  others. 

What  I  observed  was  spiritual  to  the 
point  that  a  caucus  was  concerned  about 
preserving  each  delegate’s  integrity  and 
freedom  to  vote  his  or  her  conscience. 

There  were  elements  of  maneuver  with 
a  caring  for  the  other  delegations,  which 
was  a  surprise  because  I  expected  more 
power  and  manipulations.  I  assume  that 
the  caring  and  spiritual  aspect  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  caucuses  varied  with  the  make-up  of 
the  people  and  leaders  within  them. 

Certainly,  the  spiritual  nature  could  be 
made  clearer  in  all  of  our  actions.  I  was 
pleased  to  see  it  in  some  of  them. 

Of  course  the  jurisdictional  reports 
were  just  that:  reports.  I  watched  our 
bishops  officiate  with  grace  and  kindness 
when  they  could  have  been  rightfully 
short  with  some  delegates. 

The  installation  service  was  a  special 
holy  time  that  marked  the  movement  of 
some  elders  into  affirming  the  spiritual 
gift  of  administration. 

Robert  W.  Van  House 
Ponca  City,  Oklahoma 

Wives  have  own  ministry 

To  the  Editor: 

The  "Here  I  Stand”  column  in  your 
Aug.  5  issue  presented  understandable 
frustrations  that  have  been  presented  by 
many  people  who  attended  the  1988  juris¬ 
dictional  conferences. 

I  have  been  in  contact  with  at  least  on 
delegate  from  each  of  the  jurisdictional 
conferences,  and  all  expressed  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  some  positive  changes  would  be 
in  order. 


There  was  one  statement  made  in  the 
article  that  raised  serious  questions.  That 
one  suggested  that  wives  of  bishops  were 
"just  decorative  accessories  and  back¬ 
ground  supporters  for  their  husbands.” 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  this  erfone- 
ous  concept  exists.  It  indicates  that  there 
probably  should  be  more  education  and 
information  provided  to  the  constituency 
relative  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  episcopacy. 

The  service  of  my  wife  to  the  church  is 
certainly  more  than  that  suggested. 
While  not  consecrated  to  the  office  of  the 
episcopacy,  she  is  certainly  dedicated  to 
it.  She  is  a  very  integral  and  important 
part  of  my  ministry. 

I  wouldn’t  be  a  bishop  nor  be  able  to 
perform  my  duties  and  fulfill  my  respon¬ 
sibilities  were  it  not  for  her  competent 
help.  She  also  renders  effective  service 
in  her  relationship  to  clergy  spouses, 
which  is  a  fruitful  ministry  in  itself. 

I  hope  the  opinion  expressed  relative 
to  the  bishops’  spouses  is  not  too  wide¬ 
spread.  If  the  false  concept  is  true,  may 
it  be  that  it  can  soon  be  corrected  with 
factual  information. 

W.T.  Handy 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Many  labor  for  Christ 

To  the  Editor: 

After  35  years  as  a  pastor,  I  was  ap¬ 
pointed  last  year  to  an  annual  confer¬ 
ence  staff  position. 

Some  pastor  friends  teased  me  about 
“leaving  the  ministry.  I  understood  be¬ 
cause  in  the  past  I  had  teased  district-su¬ 
perintendent  friends  the  same  way. 

A  few  laypeople,  however,  seemed  to 
wonder  why  I  was  leaving  the  pastorate 
and  if  it  might  really  be  true  that  I  was, 
in  effect,  “leaving  the  ministry.” 

It  isn’t  true.  There  are  many  servants 
of  the  church  who  are  not  pastors. 

In  the  my  conference  headquarters 
building,  there  are  28  lay  and  clergy 
staff  people  who  feel  they  are  in  mission 
and  ministry  for  Christ  and  His  church. 

Many  others  feel  the  same  in  church 
schools,  hospitals,  homes  and  church 
agencies  throughout  the  world.  Whatever 
their  task,  they  “work  heartily,  as  serv¬ 
ing  the  Lord”  (Colossians  3:23). 

Labor  Day  is  a  good  time  to  give 
thanks  to  God  for  all  dedicated  servants, 
both  lay  and  clergy,  who  invest  time,  tal¬ 
ent  and  energy  day  after  day  in  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  tasks  for  Christ,  the  master 
worker  and  servant  of  all. 

Gus  Browning 
Houston,  Texas 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor."  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 


Welcome  to  new  readers  in  Oldsmar,  Fla. 


With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  275  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Community  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Oldsmar,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual 
Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 


homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Oldsmar, 
we  say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  read¬ 
ers  in  providing  feedback  and  opinion 
through  such  columns  as  "Letters  to  the 
Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  "Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


We  need  weekly  worship 
to  avoid  ‘cardiac  arrest’ 


O.F.  Landis 


By  O.F.  LANDIS 

If  worship  is  the  “heart  beat”  of  the 
church,  our  United  Methodist  Church 
may  be  an  urgent  candidate  for  “cardiac 
care.” 

Every  Lord’s  day,  with  few  exceptions, 
every  congregation  of  our  fellowship  as¬ 
sembles  for  worship.  I 
Prepared  leadership  I 
is  ready  with  at  least  I 
one  minister  along  I 
with  a  team  of  lay  | 
helpers. 

The  better  thel 
leaders  are  prepared  I 
to  lead  and  the  more  1 
ready  the  attendants 
are  to  follow,  the  more  likely  genuine 
worship  will  happen. 

Here  is  the  very  “pulse”  and  “heart 
beat”  of  the  whole  life  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion,  large  or  small. 

But  let’s  look  at  us.  There  are  more 
than  9  million  of  us  in  the  United  States. 
And  who  precisely  are  we? 

Our  Discipline  declares:  “We  are  a 
community  of  true  believers  under  the 
Lordship  of  Christ.”  What  an  affirma¬ 
tion! 

Our  identity  is  further  established  by 
each  of  us  standing  at  the  altar  of  one  of 
our  congregations  in  a  solemn  service  of 
worship  and  vowed  "to  be  loyal  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  to  uphold  it 
by  our  prayers,  our  presence,  our  gifts 
and  our  service.” 

And  all  that  had  the  solid  seal  and 
bond  of  our  baptism.  That,  then,  is  who 
we  9-million-plus  are!  Our  authentic 
identity  is  established! 

But  by  the  corporate  confession  of  our 
reporting,  only  one  of  every  three  of  us 
attends.  But  the  sad  and  tragic  admission 
is  that  two  of  every  three  of  us  are  ab¬ 
sent!  More  than  twice  as  many  of  us  vote 
“no"  by  our  absence! 

A  public  school  couldn’t  operate  a  sin¬ 
gle  day  with  such  a  pupil  absence.  A  mil¬ 
itary  unit  with  a  critical  assignment 
would  be  defeated  from  the  very  start.  A 
local  industry  with  such  a  presence  of 
any  one  of  its  shifts  would  be  critically 
hampered. 

Worship  is  a  “high-powered”  experi¬ 
ence.  Energy  is  generated  sufficient  to 
make  our  whole  enterprise  go.  The  very 


first  Christians  set  the  pattern  indelibly. 
“They  devoted  themselves  to  the  apos¬ 
tles’  teaching  and  fellowship,  to  the 
breaking  of  bread  and  prayer”  (Acts 
2:42). 

From  the  “wilderness  summit”  our 
Lord  decreed,  “You  shall  worship  the 
Lord  your  God,  and  him  only  shall  you 
serve"  (Luke  4:8).  And  from  there  he 
forthwith  went  to  Galilee  and  shortly  “to 
Nazareth,  where  he  was  brought  up;  and 
he  went  to  the  synagogue,  as  his  custom 
was,  on  the  sabbath  day”  (Luke  4:16). 

Could  anything  be  more  “bed  rock”  for 
more  than  9  million  of  us  United  Method¬ 
ists  on  each  Lord’s  day? 

Worship  is  a  “high-voltage”  energy 
supply.  From  it  the  ultimate  power  need¬ 
ed  to  do  our  witness  is  supplied. 

Witness,  for  example,  what  happened 
to  Isaiah  as  reported  in  Isaiah  6:l-8a.  He 
experienced  a  radical  change  that  put 
him  into  a  harmonious  status  with  God. 
He  became  obedient  to  the  will  and  pur¬ 
pose,  ready  to  be  and  to  do. 

Never  in  all  our  history  have  we  been 
blessed  as  a  Christian  fellowship  with  the 
program  and  institutional  means  to  do 
what  our  lovely  Lord  commanded  us  to 
do.  We  lack  nothing  but  the  will  and  pow¬ 
er  to  make  our  equipment  come  alive 
with  energy  and  life. 

If  we  agree  that  we  can  identify  wor¬ 
ship  as  the  "heart  beat’’  of  the  church, 
surely  the  next  step  in  this  reasoning  is 
that  we  are  in  need  of  “cardiac  care." 

If  so,  the  therapy,  beginning  next 
Lord’s  day,  is  simple:  high  quality  lead¬ 
ership  by  ministers,  choirs  and  ushers, 
and,  every  Sunday  glad,  joyous,  whole¬ 
hearted  giving  of  ourselves  in  worship. 

All  the  good  goals  of  our  wide-spread 
Christian  fellowship  can  be  reached  as 
soon  as  this  revival  takes  place. 

“ Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  O.F.  Landis  is  a 
retired  ministerial  member  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 


Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 
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United  Methodists  respond 


to  world  crises 


Burundi  UMs  safe,  join  in  relief  efforts 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Burundi’s  United  Methodists— most  of 
whom  belong  to  the  Hutu  tribe— haven’t 
been  caught  in  a  regional  outbreak  of 
tribal  violence  that  left  5,000  dead  in  the 
central  African  nation  last  month. 

In  addition,  three  UM  missionaries 
who  serve  in  Burundi  are  safe,  the  chief 
executive  of  the  UM  world  missions 
agency  reported. 

Most  United  Methodists  in  Burundi 
live  in  the  central  and  southern  regions 
of  the  nation  and  are  a  fraction  of  the  na¬ 
tion’s  5-million  population,  missions  offi¬ 
cials  said. 

The  violence  between  members  of  the 
Tutsi  and  Hutu  tribes  flared  in  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  the  country,  which  is  about 
the  size  of  Maryland. 

The  UM  missionaries— Jeff  and 
Eleanor  Lockwood,  their  2 ‘A -year-old 
daughter  Philipa;  and  Debra  Price- 
have  contacted  relatives  in  the  United 
States  to  say  they  were  in  no  danger, 
said  Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  head  of  the 
World  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa,  leader  of 
the  nation’s  20,000  United  Methodists, 
spoke  by  telephone  to  a  church  official  in 
New  York  Aug.  26. 

He  described  the  situation  as  “fairly 
calm  now,  and  he  wanted  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  join  the  other 
churches  in  Burundi  to  get  emergency 
aid  to  people  in  the  north,”  said  Dr.  Nor¬ 
ma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  requested  $15,000 
in  emergency  relief  aid  for  victims  of 
the  violence,  she  said.  Relief  committee 
directors  approved  his  request,  and  she 
sent  a  cable  Aug.  26  guaranteeing  that 
$15,000  would  be  sent  to  Burundi. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  the  funds 


Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
.  .  .  asked  for  aid 


would  be  used  to  buy  blankets,  medical 
supplies  and  food  for  victims. 

A  U.S.  State  Department  representative 
echoed  the  bishop’s  description  of  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  country,  saying  the  situation 
was  “tense,  but  calm”  and  noting  all  areas 
were  under  a  7  p.m.  to  5  a.m.  curfew. 

Word  allays  fears 

The  reports  helped  allay  concerns  in  the 
UM  mission  community,  which  feared  Bu¬ 
rundi’s  United  Methodists  might  be  caught 
up  in  spreading  tribal  warfare. 

According  to  reports,  the  clashes  be¬ 
gan  when  Hutu  tribesmen  in  the  north 
turned  on  Tutsi  tribal  members  in  the 
Kirendo  region  about  Aug.  14  and  massa¬ 
cred  Tutsi  settlers. 

The  Tutsi-controlled  army  retaliated 
swiftly,  killing  Hutu  tribal  people  and 
sending  others  fleeing  for  safety. 


The  Burundi  government,  as  well  as 
the  army,  is  dominated  by  members  of 
the  Tutsi  tribe,  which  makes  up  just  15 
percent  of  the  population. 

Most  of  the  more  than  40,000  people  who 
fled  Burundi’s  northern  region,  where  all 
the  reported  acts  of  violence  have  oc¬ 
curred,  have  been  Hutus,  according  to  a 
United  Nations  official  on  the  scene. 

The  largest  refugee  population  is  in 
Rwanda— Burundi’s  northern  neighbor— 
where  the  power  relationship  between 
the  two  tribes  is  essentially  reversed. 

News  reports  conflict 

Numbers  of  dead  by  tribe  vary  dramati¬ 
cally,  depending  upon  sources.  But  a  U.S. 
State  Department  official  told  the  Report¬ 
er  that  his  best  sources  indicated  that  the 
numbers  of  Hutus  and  Tutsis  killed  were 
roughly  equal— "about  50-50.” 

A  senior  Western  diplomat  stationed  in 
Burundi  told  a  “New  York  Times”  corre¬ 
spondent  he  understood  that  3,000  of  the 
dead  were  Tutsi  tribes  people. 

However,  most  news  reports  quoted 
refugees  fleeing  the  country  or  relief  of¬ 
ficials  in  Rwanda  as  saying  most  of  the 
dead  were  Hutus. 

Burundi  officials  have  blamed  Hutus 
living  in  Rwanda  for  inciting  the  initial 
attacks  but  have  conceded  that  Tutsi  sol¬ 
diers  killed  Hutu  civilians  in  reprisals 
for  massacres  by  rival  tribesmen. 

The  Hutu  People’s  Liberation  Party,  an 
exiled  opposition  group,  has  charged  that 
Burundi’s  army  massacred  thousands  of 
Hutus. 

Some  observers  worried  that  the  out¬ 
break  of  violence  between  Hutu  and  Tutsi 
tribes  in  Burundi  might  lead  to  a  repeat  of 
a  1972  slaughter  that  saw  100,000  Hutus 
killed  after  a  failed  coup  attempt. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  of  Bu¬ 
rundi  joined  the  denomination  in  1984, 12 
years  after  that  violence. 


UMR  MAP 


The  tiny  African  nation  of  Burun¬ 
di  has  been  wracked  by  fighting  be¬ 
tween  the  Hutu  and  Tutsi  tribes. 

The  United  Methodist  missionaries 
were  accounted  for  Aug.  20  when  Ms. 
Price,  a  registered  nurse  who  has  been  in 
Burundi  since  April  30,  telephoned  her 
mother  to  say  that  both  she  and  the 
Lockwoods  were  safe. 

“She  has  been  looking  forward  to  this 
missionary  assignment  for  a  long  time,” 
said  Louise  Price  of  Lowell,  Mich. 

“I’m  sure  that  something  like  this  isn’t 
going  to  scare  her  off.  She’s  a  very  deter¬ 
mined  person.” 

The  Lockwoods,  who  are  land-use  spe¬ 
cialists,  live  “next  door”  to  her  daughter 
in  Gitega,  said  Mrs.  Price. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  SUN  NEWSPAPERS 

PATAPSCO  PARK,  Md.— Emma  Broadwater  Han¬ 
kins  Thomas,  who  turned  117  this  week,  listens  to 
worship  at  St.  John’s  United  Methodist  Church. 


Oldest  living  UM  turns  117 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Emma  Broadwater  Hankins  Thomas,  believed 
to  be  the  oldest  living  United  Methodist,  cele¬ 
brated  her  117th  birthday  this  week  in  Glen  Bur- 
nie,  Md. 

Mrs.  Thomas,  a  member  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Patapsco  Park,  Md.,  was 
born  Aug.  29,  1871,  in  Magothy,  Md.  She  now 
lives  in  the  Maryland  Manor  of  Glen  Burnie. 

Lloyd  E.  Marcus,  full-time  lay  pastor  of  the 
two-point  Patapsco  Park  Charge,  which  includes 
St.  John’s  UMC,  and  the  members  of  the  two 
congregations  were  to  bring  birthday  greetings 
and  citations  to  “Miss  Emma”  from  throughout 
the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  and  Maryland. 

Officials  at  the  UM  General  Commission  on 
Archives  and  History  said  they  knew  of  no  living 
United  Methodist  older  than  Mrs.  Thomas. 

Blanche  Powell,  a  member  of  Mount  Winans 
United  Methodist  Church,  the  other  congregation 
in  the  Patapsco  Park  Charge,  said  of  Mrs. 
Thomas: 


“She  was,  as  she  states,  ‘Methodist  born  and 
Methodist  bred.  She  was  an  active  member  in 
her  church  until  a  few  years  ago.  She  continues 
to  be  alert  and  fairly  independent.  She  could 
walk  without  assistance  until  she  fell  a  year  ago. 

“She  recalls  that  she  was  active  in  the  Ladies 
Aid  and  continued  working  in  the  Women’s  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Christian  Service  and  the  organization  of 
United  Methodist  Women. 

“In  fact,  Miss  Emma  still  considers  herself  a 
member  of  St.  John’s  local  UMW  unit.  Her  faith 
is  strong,  and  she  believes  God  has  kept  her  here 
for  a  purpose.” 

Mrs.  Thomas  grew  up  in  Anne  Arundel  Coun¬ 
ty,  Md.,  and  has  lived  there  all  of  her  life. 

She  and  her  first  husband,  Frank  Hankins,  had 
12  children.  Five  are  still  living:  Florence  Rose, 
92;  Harriet  Hines,  85;  James  Hankins,  80;  Frank 
Hankins,  78;  and  Alfred  Hankins,  70. 

Her  second  husband  was  Stephen  Thomas. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Ecumenical  network  readies  for  Sept.  19  start 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

A  new  cable  network  featuring  pro¬ 
grams  from  mainline  denominations— in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church- 
plans  to  begin  operations  modestly  Sept.  19. 

Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network  is 
to  show  programs  initially  from  1  to  6 
p.m.  Eastern  time  weekdays,  7  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.  on  Saturdays  and  6  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  on 
Sundays. 

“We’re  not  out  to  make  a  big  splash  in 
the  market,"  said  Wilford  V.  Bane  Jr.,  in¬ 
terim  general  manager  of  the  Vision  net¬ 
work.  “We’re  starting  at  a  level  we  can 
sustain  and  from  which  we  can  start  to 
grow.” 

As  the  network  expands,  “We  will 
move  into  the  competitive  market  of 
prime  time,”  said  Mr.  Bane,  a  staff 
member  of  the  official  UM  communica-  * 
tions  agency. 

The  network  could  potentially  reach  6 
million  viewers  during  its  early  days, 
Mr.  Bane  said.  That  number  could  even¬ 
tually  expand  to  18.5  million  with  pres¬ 
ent  cable  commitments. 

However,  final  decisions  on  access  rest 
with  local  cable  operators,  Mr.  Bane  said. 

“It’s  hard  to  know  exactly  what  com¬ 
munities  we  will  and  will  not  be  in,”  he 
admitted. 

“Our  goal  has  been  as  much  market 
penetration  as  possible.  We  have  started 
with  big  multisystem  owners  and  have 
relied  on  them  to  help  us  get  the  individ¬ 
ual  cable  system  on  line.” 

Multisystem  operators  who  have 
signed  commitments  or  letters  of  intent 
with  the  network  are  Tele-Communica¬ 
tions  Inc.,  American  Television  and 
Communications,  United  Artists/Daniel, 
Post-Newsweek  Cable,  Centel  Cable, 
TKR,  Paragon  Cable,  Jones  Intercable, 
United  Cable  Television  and  National 
Cable  Television  Cooperative. 

Cable  systems  pay  a  fee  to  carry  the 
network,  based  on  number  of  subscrib¬ 
ers,  Mr.  Bane  said.  Those  fees  should 
cover  normal  operating  costs,  which  he 
estimates  at  $500,000  a  month. 

The  Vision  network  was  created  by  the 
National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition,  a 
group  of  mainline  denominations  now 
numbering  19.  The  network  is  to  provide 
denominational,  ecumenical  and  values- 
oriented  shows. 

The  initial  program  schedule  includes 
productions  from  13  denominations  and 
offers  a  variety  of  formats,  ranging  from 
talk  shows  and  television  magazine  pro¬ 
grams  to  dramas  to  religious  worship 
services. 

“We  will  identify  denominational  pro¬ 


gramming,”  Mr.  Bane  said.  “The  denom¬ 
inations  are  free  to  talk  about  what  they 
believe,  who  they  are,  what  their  theol¬ 
ogy  is.” 

However,  fund  raising,  criticism  of 
other  religions  and  overt  attempts  to 
persuade  people  to  change  their  current 
religions  are  not  permitted,  he  added. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
will  offer  its  “Catch  the  Spirit”  TV  mag¬ 
azine  show  at  2:30  p.m.  Mondays  and  5 
p.m.  Tuesdays. 

Other  Methodist  programming  will  be 
offered  by  the  Alternate  View  Network 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

DAYTON,  Ohio— The  acceptance  of 
women  pastors  is  growing  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  according  to  survey  re¬ 
sults  released  last  month  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  central  coordinating  agency. 

More  than  two-thirds  of  1,387  survey  re¬ 
spondents  believe  that  people  in  their  con¬ 
gregations  would  accept  a  women  pastor 
more  readily  than  five  years  earlier. 

More  than  70  percent  of  those  respond¬ 
ing  see  no  difference  between  the  way 
women  and  men  perform  typical  pasto¬ 
ral  tasks. 

Responses  reflect  the  opinions  of  or¬ 
dained  ministers  and  lay  officeholders  in 
local  congregations. 

Results  don’t  reflect  whole  UMC 

The  laypeople  who  responded  were 
picked  from  a  random  sample  of  the 
mailing  list  of  “The  Interpreter,”  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  program  journal.  Since  the 
journal  is  sent  without  charge  to  selected 
officers  in  each  congregation,  the  lay  re¬ 
spondents  don’t  scientifically  represent 
the  total  United  Methodist  membership. 

The  sample  of  ordained  ministers 
came  from  lists  maintained  by  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  fiscal  agency. 

Of  those  contacted,  58  percent  re¬ 
turned  their  questionnaires. 

Questions  dealt  with  the  presence  of 
women  in  the  ordained  ministry,  accep¬ 
tance  of  and  openness  to  clergywomen  in 
appointments  to  local  congregations, 
gender-typed  preferences  for  clergy 
tasks  and  attitudes  toward  professional 
and  personal  roles  of  clergywomen. 

Direct  experience  with  women  minis¬ 
ters  has  the  biggest  influence  on  atti- 


of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  La.,  and  the  Ed  Bauman  Bi¬ 
ble  study  series  from  Washington. 

In  addition,  the  Vision  network  has  ac¬ 
quired  several  television  series. 

Those  include  “Songs  of  Praise,”  a 
British  Broadcasting  Corp.  series  that 
presents  visits  to  different  British  con¬ 
gregations;  “Old  Friends  .  .  .  New 
Friends,”  an  adult  program  featuring 
Fred  Rogers  of  “Mr.  Rogers’  Neighbor¬ 
hood”;  and  “The  Long  Search,”  produced 
by  RM  Productions,  Munich,  Germany, 


“The  report  on 
clergywomen  reveals  that 
the  future  may  be 
regarded  with  hope.” 

— C.  David  Lundquist 


tudes  toward  clergywomen,  survey 
results  indicate. 

Respondents  who  now  have  a 
clergywoman  as  pastor  are  more  willing 
to  accept  a  clergywoman  and  have  a 
more  positive  attitude  toward  them. 

More  than  90  percent  of  respondents 
who  have  women  pastors  find  them  ac¬ 
ceptable  for  all  pastoral  tasks. 

Other  factors  affecting  attitudes  to¬ 
ward  clergywomen  are  geography,  sex 
and  age  of  the  respondent. 

Answers  from  people  in  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Western  Jurisdiction,  one  of  five 
geographic  regions  in  the  United  States, 
indicate  that  their  congregations  support 
the  work  clergywomen  more  than  in  oth¬ 
er  areas. 

But  Westerners  were  closely  followed 
by  survey  participants  from  the  North 
Central  and  Northeastern  jurisdictions. 

People  from  the  South  Central  and 
Southeastern  jurisdictions  indicate  that 
their  congregations  would  be  least  likely 
to  accept  clergywomen. 

Women  generally  have  more  support¬ 
ive  attitudes  about  clergywomen  than 
men,  the  survey  indicates. 

But  men  under  40  who  have  a 


and  Time-Life  Films,  New  York,  about 
one  man’s  spiritual  exploration. 

Mr.  Bane  and  two  other  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  executives— Nel¬ 
son  Price  and  Bruno  Caliandro— have 
been  instrumental  in  the  formation  of 
the  network.  David  Ochoa,  another  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist,  served  as  general  manager 
until  his  resignation  in  May. 

Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  New  York, 
where  the  network  offices  are  based,  also 
is  a  key  participant.  Its  rector,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  P.  Matthews,  is  chairman  of  the  co¬ 
alition’s  board  of  trustees. 


clergywoman  as  pastor  show  more  sup¬ 
port  for  clergywomen  than  clergywomen 
show  for  themselves. 

Younger  respondents  are  more  sup¬ 
portive;  older  respondents,  less. 

Men,  women  get  same  rating 

On  nine  of  10  pastoral  tasks  identified 
in  the  survey  questionnaire— including 
calling,  counseling  and  preaching— more 
than  70  percent  of  the  respondents  didn’t 
consider  sex  important. 

Only  in  expressing  preference  for  a  se¬ 
nior  pastor  did  the  percentage  picking 
women  drop  below  70  percent— and  then 
dramatically  to  42. 

Nearly  three  of  four  respondents  said 
their  congregations  would  suffer  no  loss 
of  participation  or  financial  support  if  a 
woman  were  named  pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  had  3,444 
clergywomen  in  1987.  That  equals  about 
9  percent  of  the  denomination’s  39,136 
ordained  ministers. 

Among  ministers  25-29,  however, 
women  constituted  24.1  percent  total. 

The  denomination’s  13  seminaries  re¬ 
ported  that  women  accounted  for  nearly 
41  percent  of  all  master  of  divinity  stu¬ 
dents  in  1987. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  pre¬ 
dicts  that  women  will  become  an  in¬ 
creasingly  dominant  force  in  ministry. 

“The  report  on  clergywomen  reveals 
that  the  future  may  be  regarded  with 
hope,”  Mr.  Lundquist  said.  “It  also  iden¬ 
tifies  existing  and  potential  problem  ar¬ 
eas,  offering  information  for 
decision-makers  as  the  church  seeks  to 
be  fully  inclusive  in  clergy  placement.” 


Survey  shows  clergywomen  gain 
more  acceptance  as  pastors 


Nepal  earthquake  victims 
get  $30,000  in  assistance 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  sent  $10,000  in 
emergency  aid  last  week  to  Nepalese 
victims  of  an  earthquake  on  the  Nepal- 
India  border  and  are  standing  by  with 
another  $20,000  for  relief  supplies. 

“These  people  will  need  all  the  assis¬ 
tance  they  can  get,”  said  Dr.  Norma 
Kehrberg,  director  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief. 

“They  literally  live  on  the  edge  of  the 
mountains,  and  they  live  on  the  edge  of 
life  itself.” 

Dr.  Kehrberg,  who  was  a  missionary 
in  Nepal  from  1968  until  1976,  said  her 
agency  is  awaiting  reports  from  on-the- 
scene  observers  before  committing  the 
additional  $20,000. 

Death  toll  reaches  758 

The  death  toll  from  the  Aug.  21  earth¬ 
quake  reached  758  late  last  week  as  res¬ 
cue  workers  found  more  bodies  in 
remote  areas  of  Nepal. 

The  earthquake,  described  as  the 
worst  in  the  region  in  54  years,  regis¬ 
tered  6.5  on  the  Richter  scale,  according 
to  the  Seismological  Observatory  in  New 
Delhi.  The  quake  was  centered  in  the  Bi¬ 
har  state  of  northeastern  India,  but  af¬ 
fected  a  1,000-mile  stretch  of  the 
Himalayan  foothills. 

According  to  early  reports,  an  isolated 
25-bed  hospital  run  by  United  Mission  to 
Nepal  at  Okhaldhunga  was  destroyed, 
and  four  people  were  killed,  said  Dr. 
Kehrberg.  Staff  housing  on  the  moun¬ 
tainside  near  the  hospital  was  damaged, 
and  four  adults  and  four  children  were 
evacuated. 

The  United  Mission  to  Nepal  receives 
support  from  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world  mission  board. 

“They  (United  Mission  officials)  re¬ 
quested  that  we  immediately  send 
$10,000  as  they  had  already  put  together 
a  charter  flight  to  bring  in  aid,”  Dr. 
Kehrberg  said. 

That  mercy  flight  was  turned  back 
Aug.  25  because  of  bad  weather  but 
made  a  second,  successful  attempt  the 
following  day,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said.  Mon¬ 
soon  rains  have  hampered  relief  efforts. 

Thousands  left  homeless 

The  earthquake  caused  extensive  dam¬ 
age  in  the  cities  of  Dharan  and  Dhankuta 
in  Nepal,  forcing  thousands  of  people 
into  the  6pen,  she  said. 

“Probably  85  percent  of  the  houses  (in 
Dharan)  have  been  destroyed,”  Dr.  Kehr¬ 
berg  said.  “It  could  be  a  massive  rehabili¬ 
tation  effort  just  getting  housing  back.” 

Many  victims  are  refusing  to  return  to 
their  homes  because  of  fears  of  another 
earthquake  or  being  trapped  by  a  roof 
collapse  caused  by  the  heavy  rains,  she 

Chicago  UM 
hacks  redress 
for  internees 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Legislation  apologiz¬ 
ing  and  providing  reparations  for  the 
forced  relocation  of  120,000  Japanese- 
Americans  in  World  War  II  was  “long 
overdue,”  said  a  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  who  was  a  key  figure  in  court  pro¬ 
ceedings  on  the  issue. 

“It  was  a  step  in  growth  for  the  United 
States  of  America  to  be  able  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  an  injustice  and  apologize  for  it  and 
make  amends,”  said  William  Hohri  of 
Chicago. 

Mr.  Hohri  is  the  lead  plaintiff  in  a  court 
action  that  grew  out  of  the  Parish  of  the 
Holy  Covenant  where  he  is  a  member. 

The  legislation  signed  into  law  Aug.  10 
by  President  Reagan  sets  up  a  $1. 25-bil¬ 
lion  trust  fund  to  award  $20,000  in  tax- 
free  payments  to  each  eligible  internee 
or  designated  beneficiary  of  the  nearly 
60,000  survivors  of  the  forced  relocation. 
Congress  still  must  provide  funding. 
While  applauding  the  legislation,  Mr. 
Hohri  said  Aug.  12,  “Constitutional  issues 
still  have  not  been  addressed,  and  they 
can  be  addressed  only  by  the  courts.” 

Lower  courts  have  held  that  the  stat¬ 
ute  of  limitations  in  the  case  has  expired, 
but  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  is  being 
asked  to  rehear  that  ruling. 

Mr.  Hohri  said  the  constitutional  issue 
is  an  earlier  Supreme  Court  decision  that 
“ratified  the  suspension  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  by  the  government"  merely  on  alle¬ 
gation  of  military  necessity. 

He  called  the  decision  “a  serious  pre¬ 
cedent  (that)  we  don’t  want  repeated  . . . 
because  it  gives  far  too  much  power  to 
the  military  and  to  the  government.” 

“It  also  introduces  a  tremendous  con¬ 
tradiction  into  our  legal  system— how 
(to)  suspend  the  constitution  and  keep  the 
courts  running  at  the  same  time,”  said 
Mr.  Hohri. 
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An  earthquake  centered  near 
Darbhanga, India,  caused  wide¬ 
spread  damage  along  1,000  miles  in 
Nepal. 

said.  The  extent  of  damage  outside  the 
cities  remains  largely  unknown. 

“In  most  of  the  mountain  areas,  there 
is  no  communications  yet,”  she  added. 

In  India,  J.K.  Michael,  a  Methodist  lay¬ 
man  and  director  of  the  Protestant  ecu¬ 
menical  Churches  Auxiliary  for  Social 
Action,  is  directing  the  emergency  disas¬ 
ter  response,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

The  Indian  relief  official  is  asking  U.S. 
churches  to  send  cash  to  help  purchase 
supplies,  said  Bruce  Rogers,  an  official 
with  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches 
in  the  United  States. 

The  Indian  relief  agency  has  distributed 
8,000  kits  containing  clothing,  blankets  and 
utensils,  valued  at  $114,000,  he  said. 

The  Indian  agency,  which  has  relief 
teams  from  Calcutta  and  New  Delhi  in 
the  area  affected  by  the  quake,  is  al¬ 
ready  making  plans  for  rehabilitation  ef¬ 
forts  and  long-term  development 
programs,  Mr.  Rogers  said. 

Nepal  lacks  coordinated  effort 

In  Nepal,  government  officials  called 
for  cash  aid  to  purchase  supplies  in  re¬ 
gion,  including  blankets,  tents,  corru¬ 
gated  iron  sheets  and  plastic  pipe. 

Mr.  Rogers  said  church  relief  efforts 
were  being  hampered  by  the  country’s 
mountainous  terrain,  and  the  absence  of 
a  Nepalese  counterpart  to  the  Indian  re¬ 
lief  group. 

The  United  Mission  to  Nepal— the 
Protestant  churches’  partner  in  the  coun¬ 
try— is  primarily  a  social-services  agen¬ 
cy,  dispensing  medical  aid  and  providing 
education  in  the  country,  he  explained. 

Because  relief  supplies  aren’t  readily 
available  in  Nepal,  Mr.  Rogers  said, 
church  officials  are  “looking  at  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  India  relief  workers  delivering 
supplies  at  the  border,  rather  than  air¬ 
lifting  them  into  Katmandu  to  be 
trucked  back  to  the  border.” 


“SUMATHI  NEEDS 
OUR  HELP” 


SUMATHI,  born  March  10,  1983, 
has  known  poverty  all  of  her  life. 
Her  father  died  a  few  years  ago, 
leaving  the  mother  penniless.  In  des¬ 
peration,  she  brought  Sumathi  to 
the  Sharon  Children's  Orphanage,  a 
Christian  facility,  in  south  India. 

You  could  sponsor  Sumathi  or 
another  child  like  her  in  one  of  71 
Christian  orphanages  in  11  coun¬ 
tries  where  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.  administers  to  their  needs. 
The  cost:  Just  $13  a  month  pro¬ 
vides  the  child  with  food  for  body 
and  spirit  plus  an  education  and 
other  necessities. 

You  will  receive  full  information 
on  the  child  including  photo,  name 
and  address,  plus  information  on 
our  work  with  children.  WCI  is  U.S. 
government  approved  and  donations 
are  tax  deductible.  WCI  sent  88%  of 
funds  received  on  to  the  children  in 
1987.  Will  you  sponsor  a  child? 
Many  destitute  youngsters  are  wait- 
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Professor  harmonizes  preaching,  jazz 


SEPTEMBER  2,  1988 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

KANSAS  CITY.  Mo.— The  familiar 
hymn  echoes  in  the  empty  hall,  evoking 
lyrics  with  every  note: 

Precious  Lord,  take  my  hand. 

Lead  me  on,  let  me  stand  . . . 

The  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Lowry’s  hands  on 
the  grand  piano  begin  to  reshape  the 
melbdy  the  way  a  potter  molds  clay. 

Chords  modulate.  Harmony  hesitates. 
Tenipo  undulates  into  slow,  soulful  blues. 

Sdon  the  melody  disappears  into  en- 
twiiiing  variations.  A  series  of  complica¬ 
tions  builds,  leaving  the  listener 
wondering  how  the  musician  will  ever 
get  back  to  where  he  started. 

Then,  in  a  startling  turn,  the  theme  re¬ 
appears: 

through  the  storm,  through  the 
night, 

Lead  me  on  to  the  light, 

Take  my  hand,  precious  Lord,  lead 
me  home. 

The  hymn’s  final  note  fades,  leaving  in 
the'air  overtones  that  illustrate  its 
form— a  musical  example  of  narrative. 

Music  mixes  with  preaching 

Translating  narrative  from  music  into 
sermons  is  part  of  what  is  making  Dr. 
Lowry  the  first  occupant  of  the  new 
William  K.  McElvaney  Chair  in  Preaching 
at  UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 


The  chair  is  named  for  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Paul  who  now  teaches  preach¬ 
ing  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  in  Dallas. 

Dr.  Lowry,  a  faculty  member  at  St. 
Paul  since  1968,  is  to  be  installed  in  his 
new  position  Sept.  28.  His  installation 
sermon  will  close  a  three-day  preaching 
festival.  It  is  to  include  presentations 
Sept.  26  by  Dr.  McElvaney  and  Sept.  27 
by  the  Rev.  James  Forbes,  professor  of 
preaching  at  Union  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  New  York. 

How  did  Dr.  Lowry  get  from  preach¬ 
ing  to  jazz— and  back  again? 

His  answer,  offered  in  a  voice  that  hints 
of  pulpit  resonance,  is  a  narrative  itself. 

“A  sermon,  like  a  piece  of  music,  is  an 
event  in  time,”  Dr.  Lowry  said.  “People 
who  preach  well  do  it  intuitively,  as  an  art 
form.  They’ve  never  named  the  variables. 

“The  key  to  my  ministry  in  preaching 
is  to  name  the  variables.” 

Narrative  preaching,  he  emphasized, 
is  not  just  telling  stories.  The  form  is  a 
distinct  model  with  principles  that  go 
back  as  far  as  ancient  Greece. 

Ideas  come  from  music,  ministry 

Dr.  Lowry  explained  that  his  own  theo¬ 
ries  on  narrative  preaching  synthesize  a 
lifetime  of  experience  in  both  music  and 
ministry. 

His  music  came  first.  He  was  playing 
the  piano  from  age  5— to  the  immense 


chagrin  of  his  older  brother,  Ralph,  upon 
whose  by-the-book  piano  lessons  young 
Gene  improvised. 

When  he  became  a  clergyman,  he 
started  out  as  a  topical  preacher  intend¬ 
ing  a  pastoral  ministry. 

He  earned  a  master’s  degree  in  teach¬ 
ing  speech  at  Columbia  University  in 
1958  while  pastor  of  St.  Paul  Methodist 
Church  in  West  New  York,  N.J.  His  doc¬ 
torate  in  the  philosophy  of  education  is 
from  the  University  of  Kansas. 

A  member  of  the  Missouri  West  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  he  served  three  Kansas 
churches  while  teaching  part  time  at  St. 
Paul  from  1962  to  1968.  He  joined  the 
faculty  full  time  in  1968. 

About  1970,  Dr.  Lowry  said,  he  began 
to  realize  what  his  musical  avocation 
was  telling  him  about  his  vocation  as  a 
preacher. 

Article  tells  of  concept 

He  describes  his  metamorphosis  in  an 
article  called  “Preaching  and  All  That 
Jazz,"  which  he  has  written  for  a  forth¬ 
coming  book: 

“Although  Aristotle  was  talking  about 
literary  form  when  he  spoke  of  the  plot 
moving  from  opening  conflict  into  com¬ 
plication  through  perpetia  (or  reversal) 
toward  denouement,  he  just  as  well  could 
have  been  discussing  (in  advance)  the  dy¬ 
namics  of  jazz  improvisation.” 


1  st  bishop  with  husband  opens 
new  chapter  of  church  history 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

MINNEAPOLIS— Minnesota  got  a 
new  United  Methodist  episcopal  leader 
this  week  believed  to  be  the  world’s  first 
bishop  with  a  husband. 

Newly  elected  Bishop  Sharon  Brown 
Christopher,  44,  became  leader  of  the 
state’s  160,000  United  Methodists  Sept.  1. 

Bishop  Christopher  is  one  of  five  wom¬ 
en  elected  bishops  in  recent  years  in  the 
9.7-million-member  denomination,  which 
has  some  3,450  women  among  its  39,000 
clergy  members. 

Bishop  Christopher,  however,  is  the 
first  of  the  female  bishops  to  be  married 
when  she  was  elected.  Others  were  di¬ 
vorced,  widowed  or  single. 

As  such,  Bishop  Christopher  and  her 
husband,  the  Rev.  Charles  Logsdon 
Christopher,  represent  a  growing  phen- 
onmenon  in  mainline  Protestantism— 
clergy  couples.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  alone  has  800. 

Couple  takes  new  name 

On  a  recent  visit  to  her  new  office  in 
Minneapolis,  Bishop  Christopher  talked 
about  her  unusual  family  situation  and 
her  hopes  for  her  new  position. 

Bishop  Christopher  said  her  husband 
would  leave  his  church  In  Milwaukee, 
where  he  has  served  for  eight  years.  Mr. 
Christopher  is  to  take  a  sabbatical,  after 
which  he  hopes  to  serve  a  Minnesota 
church,  the  bishop  said. 

The  Christophers’  two  children,  Jef¬ 
frey  Charles  Logsdon,  25,  and  Amy  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Logsdon,  23,  plan  to  continue  living 
in  Milwaukee. 

The  difference  in  surnames  of  the  par¬ 
ents  and  children  results  from  an  unusu¬ 
al  twist  to  the  marriage  of  the  new 
bishop  and  her  husband. 

When  Sharon  Brown  and  Charles  Logs¬ 
don  were  married  in  1973,  they  added 
“Christopher”— meaning  “Christ-bear- 
er”— to  their  names. 


Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher 
.  .  .  Minnesota  Area  leader 

Bishop  Christopher  said  they  took  on  the 
surname  because  of  their  understanding 
that  “when  people  enter  a  new  covenant 
with  God,  their  name  is  changed," 

She  cited  the  examples  of  Abraham 
and  Sarah,  the  Apostle  Paul  and  Roman 
Catholic  sisters  and  brothers  who  take  on 
new  names  when  they  join  holy  orders. 

"From  the  very  beginning  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship,”  Bishop  Christopher  said,  "we 
have  understood  ourselves  to  be  centered 
in  a  mission  in  ministry  that  was  broader 
than  ourselves— the  ministry  of  bearing 
the  Christ.  That  has  set  the  tone  of  our 
marriage  relationship.” 

Clergywomen  ‘enthusiastic’ 

At  the  time  of  her  election,  Bishop 
Christopher  was  assistant  to  Bishop  Da¬ 
vid  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area). 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  Vhen  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC/YOUTH  NEEDED  for  alive 
1000-member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re- 
sume  to  Bill  Dugger,  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  2300  Ave.  H.  Bay  City.  TX  77414.  Phone: 
(409)  245-4627 

YOUTH  WORKER  WANTED.  Committed  Chris¬ 
tian  to  devote  12-15  hours  p/w  working  with  early 
teens.  Salary  $500.00  per  month.  References  re¬ 
quired.  Apply  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
600  South  Grove  St.,  Eustis.  FL  32726. 

MINISTER-DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  F*rogram  Ministries  for  1200-member  church. 
Interested  in  someone  with  administrative  and 
programatic  skills.  Submit  resume  and  3  refer¬ 
ences  to  Dr  T  Leo  Brannon.  214  Church  Street, 
Selma,  AL  36701. 

SERVICE  OPPORTUNITY  IN  FLORIDA  during 
the  winter  of  1988.  Needed  willing  and  skilled 
workers  to  work  in  a  central  Florida  camp  Hook¬ 
up  for  camper  provided  for  20  hours  of  service. 
Send  inquiries  to:  Camps.  P.O.  Box  3767,  Lakeland, 

FL  33802. 

WANTED  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
and  Youth  Ministries.  Medical  benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sumes  to  St  Stephen's  United  Methodist  Church, 
Box  14916,  Albuquerque,  NM  87191.  Phone:  (505) 
293-9673. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  Aus¬ 
tin.  TX  now  accepting  applications  through  Sep¬ 
tember  15  for  full-time  director  of  music. 
Ambitious  music  program  at  all  levels.  Coordina¬ 
tion/supervision  of  four-part  time  music  staff. 
Submit  resumes  (including  major  works  per¬ 
formed)  and  three  references  to  Search  Commit- 
tee,  FUMC,  P.O.  Box  1666,  Austin.  TX  78767. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  SOUGHT 
by  2000  -  member  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Odessa.  Texas.  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer- 
ences:  Rev  Charles  Crutchfield,  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa.  TX  79761 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking  a 
director  of  Christian  education  and  youth  minis- 
tries  to  lead  us  in  resourcing  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs,  wants,  goals,  and  values  of  persons 
of  all  ages  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr. 
Richard  C.  Brownfield,  201  West  North,  Decatur, 
IL'02522.  (217)423-9711. 

ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  1000  +  MEMBER 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  suburb  Contact 
Rev  Michael  R  Jackson.  Christ  UMC.  2807  Val- 
wood  Parkway,  Farmers  Branch,  TX  75234.  Tele- 
phone  (214)247-6136. 

YOUTH  MINISTER  EXPERIENCED  $18,000- 
$22,000  Health  insurance;  housing  allowance.  Send 
resume  attention:  Dawn  Perclval,  0501  E.  Hwy.  6 
Bypass.  College  Station,  TX  77840. 

FULL-TIME  ORGANIST  PROVIDES  accompani¬ 
ment  for  rehearsal  and  services  and  assists  direc¬ 
tor  of  music  In  Implementing  all  phases  of 
ministry  of  music.  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Ninety-five  rank,  four  manual  Aeo- 
llan-Sklnner  organ  (1956)  Submit  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to.  Dr  Donald  F  Jensen.  Director  of 
Music.  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  222  NW 

15,  Oklahoma  City,  OK  73103  by  October  1. 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  2500-member  active  United  Methodist  Church 
in  central  Florida,  Must  have  choral/ handbell  ex¬ 
perience  as  well  as  organ  abilities.  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion  coming  available  January  1989.  Send  resume 
to  Lee  Lallance.  Director  of  Music.  FUMC,  1126  E. 
Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala,  FL  32670. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R. 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com¬ 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067. 627-9507.  


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 


TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS-$49.95.  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  re¬ 
lease.  For  more  information  write:  Stewardship 
Systems,  P.O.  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie,  TX 
75053.  


proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 
Catalog  $1.  Nancy  Designs,  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue 
Earth.  MN  56013 


MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH. 
Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free 
service  to  churches.  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept.  18,  PO  Box  36.  Huntington. 
WV  25706-0036 


BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 


WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 

Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street.  San  Francls- 
co,  CA  94109  (416)  673-6768. 


FREE  INFORMATION  ON  ENERGIZING  Fam¬ 

ily  Ministries  Family  Education  Enterprises,  2320 
E.  Lincoln  Dr..  Phoenix.  AZ  85016  Phone:  (602)  955- 
8554. 


BRITISH  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE  confers  hon¬ 

orary  awards  on  ministers  of  standing.  Send  $2  for 
air  mall  details  to  The  Registrar,  Wessex  College, 
St.  Magnus,  Stoford,  Yeovil,  BA22  BUB,  England. 


DIRECTOR  OF  VOLUNTEER  ACTIVITIES.  A 

non-profit  publisher  of  scripture  materials  seeks  a 
director  to  administer/develop  programs  for  its 
volunteers.  This  position  requires  a  creative  ap¬ 
proach  to  program  development  and  good  commu¬ 
nication  skills  In  an  Interdenominational 
environment.  Prior  experience  In  the  non-profit 
sector  preferred.  Located  in  New  York  City,  this 
assignment  offers  s  salary  commensurate  with  ex¬ 
perience  and  a  generous  paid  In  full  benefit  pack¬ 
age  Interested  candidates  are  asked  to  submit 
their  resume/salary  history  in  confidence  to:  Per¬ 
sonnel  Department,  American  Bible  Society,  1865 
Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10023.  Equal  Opportuni¬ 
ty  Employer  M/F/H. 


Bishop  Christopher  said  it  was  hard 
for  her  to  say  if  the  increasing  number  of 
clergywomen  is  changing  the  church. 
That’s  because  she’s  been  in  the  midst  of 
the  change. 

But  she  said  she  sensed  "a  passion  and 
commitment  to  ministry  in  ordained 
women  that  is  enthusiastic.” 

“A  lot  of  clergywomen  have  had  to 
overcome  a  lot  of  obstacles  to  be  or¬ 
dained  and  serve  in  ministry  and  so  there 
is  an  unwavering  commitment  to  be  in 
ministry,”  she  said. 

"But  I  also  sense  that  clergywomen 
are  articulating  the  Gospel  in  some  fresh 
ways  out  of  their  own  experience.  That 
brings  new  images,  new  perspectives  on 
the  Gospel  that  fascinate  some  people 
and  invite  them  to  be  in  relationship  to 
the  church.” 

Women’s  increasing  roles  in  the 
church  shouldn’t  drive  out  men,  Bishop 
Christopher  said. 

“Most  of  the  men  I  talk  and  work  with 
are  very  appreciative  of  the  diversity 
and  richness  of  gifts  women  bring,”  she 
said.  "They  celebrate  women  being  in 
partnership  with  them  in  ministry." 

Roots  grow  from  ancient  stories 

The  new  bishop  said  that  theologically 
she  would  describe  herself  as  "a  person 
rooted  deeply  in  the  ancient  symbols  and 
stories  of  the  Christian  tradition,  always 
keeping  an  eye  to  the  future  and  the  vision 
of  God's  shalom  that  God  is  calling  us  to 
make  visible  in  the  present  moment." 

She  said  she  understands  herself  "to  be 
on  a  spiritual  journey  that  is  full  of 
growth,  in  some  moments  ecstatic,  in 
other  moments  dry  and  barren,  but  al¬ 
ways  a  source  of  growth.” 

She  said  she  also  understands  herself 
“to  be  a  world  citizen.” 

"I  carry  the  conviction  that  if  we  are 
to  survive  and  flourish  as  a  planet,  we 
must  begin  to  think  globally,”  Bishop 
Christopher  asserted.  “The  church  is  one 
place  where  we  can  model  the  global 
community  of  living  together  in  diversi¬ 
ty,  yes,  but  also  in  unity.” 

Mr.  Thorkelson,  a  veteran  religion  writer, 
frequently  contributes  to  the  Reporter. 


Jazz  improvisation,  in  fact,  owes  its 
genesis  to  the  talents  of  black  preachers, 
Dr.  Lowry  writes: 

“It  was  the  homiletical  improvisation 
of  the  black  preacher,  together  with  the 
contrapuntal  participation  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  which  developed  into  jazz  impro¬ 
visation  in  the  first  place. 

". . .  One  day  it  began  to  dawn  on  me 
that  whether  preaching  a  narrative  text 
or  not,  in  sermonic  form  I  was  moving 
from  problem  to  solution,  from  itch  to 
scratch  in  virtually  all  my  sermons.” 

This  revelation  resulted  in  his  first 
book,  “The  Homiletical  Plot:  The  Ser¬ 
mon  as  Narrative  Art  Form.”  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  another  volume,  “Doing  ‘Time’ 
in  the  Pulpit:  The  Relationship  Between 
Narrative  and  Preaching.” 

His  narrative  theories  have  resulted  in 
numerous  requests  for  him  to  lecture  in 
churches  and  at  colleges  and  to  sei;ve  as 
preacher  at  annual  conference  meetings. 

His  lectures  have  such  titles  as  “Chris¬ 
tianity  and  Jazz,”  “Theology  of  the  Blues” 
and  “The  Gospel  in  Word  and  Song.” 

He  also  has  recorded  a  piano  album, 
“The  Sound  of  Good  News.” 

Preaching  renaissance  starting 

Today  Dr.  Lowry  is  among  a  handful 
of  professors  around  the  country  at  the 
forefront  of  a  preaching  renaissance. 

“The  formal  theological  world  has  dis¬ 
covered  what  the  local  church  says:  Sun¬ 
day  worship  is  central  to  people’s  faith 
experience,  and  preaching  is  the  central 
event  of  worship,”  Dr.  Lowry  said. 

He  added  he  is  honored  to  be  the  first 
occupant  of  the  chair  that  memorializes 
Dr.  McElvaney. 

"Preaching  is  central  to  Bill  McElvan- 
ey’s  work,”  Dr.  Lowry  said.  "He  believes 
in  it,  and  he’s  an  artist  in  the  doing  of  it. 
Bill  kept  St.  Paul— a  30-year-old  school 
with  little  endowment— alive  during  infla¬ 
tionary  times.  This  chair  in  preaching  is  a 
good  way  for  him  to  be  remembered.” 
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KANSAS  CITY,  Mo.— The  Rev.  Eugene  L.  Lowry  has  adapted  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  jazz  into  a  sermon  technique  he  calls  “narrative  preaching.”  His 
scholarship  has  earned  him  the  first  appointment  to  the  William  K.  McEl¬ 
vaney  Chair  of  Preaching  at  UM-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology. 


African  church  continues  to  grow 


HARARE,  Zimbabwe— Second-mile 
giving  by  United  Methodists  is  support¬ 
ing  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  church 
in  Africa. 

Funding  for  33  projects,  totaling 
$540,000,  was  approved  recently  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  of  the  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  program.  A  por¬ 
tion  of  that  money  comes  from  gifts  to  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  Advance  Committee  has  listed  Af¬ 
rica  Church  Growth  and  Development  as 
one  of  its  highest  priorities  for  1988-89. 

The  Rev.  William  Carter,  director  of 
the  Advance,  said  that  47  programs  to¬ 
taling  $1.9  million  from  13  African  annu¬ 
al  conferences  are  now  before  the 
committee  as  it  seeks  support  from 
across  the  denomination. 

The  $540,000  approved  by  the  African 
Church  Growth  and  Development  com¬ 
mittee  for  this  year  will  pay  for  comple¬ 
tion  of  seven  church  buildings  and  three 
parsonages. 

Ozane,  one  of  the  new  church  buildings 
in  Zaire,  is  being  constructed  where 
three  annual  conferences  have  been  de¬ 
veloped  since  the  inception  of  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  Fund. 

The  funds  also  cover  scholarships  for 
20  students  preparing  for  church  leader¬ 
ship  posts,  eight  of  whom  are  women. 

The  students  will  be  entering  their  sec¬ 
ond  year  of  study  at  universities  in  Brazil, 
Belgium,  Zimbabwe,  Zaire  and  Canada. 

The  committee  approved  an  additional 
$189,000  for  evangelism  and  outreach  pro¬ 
grams  in  Africa. 

The  committee,  headed  by  Mama 
Shimba  Bulaya  of  Zaire,  visited  the 
Murewa  United  Methodist  Center  in  Zim¬ 
babwe,  where  a  new  building  is  being  built 
for  a  rapidly  growing  congregation  of 
more  than  2,000  members. 

In  addition,  the  North  Shaba  Annual 
Conference  in  Zaire  reported  to  the  com- 
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MAPUTO,  Mozambique— The  Rev.  Amina  Isalas  Chacque,  pastor  of  the 
Machava  circuit  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mozambique,  preaches 
in  a  "church  without  walls,”  outside  of  Maputo.  Officials  of  the  Africa 
Church  Growth  and  Development  program  say  new  churches  are  necessary 
to  accommodate  growing  congregations. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

/CHANCE 

No  gift  too  small 

mittee  that  it  has  started  70  new  congre¬ 
gations  in  areas  where  people  have  not 
heard  the  Gospel. 

This  effort  was  helped  by  a  land  cruiser 
purchased  by  the  Africa  Church  Growth 
and  Development  programs. 

The  Africa  Church  Growth  and  Develop¬ 
ment  fund  was  approved  by  the  1980  Unit¬ 


ed  Methodist  General  Conference  and  is 
related  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries’  World  Program  Division. 

To  date  it  has  raised  $4  million  for 
church-growth  projects. 

Second-mile  gifts  to  Africa  Church 
Growth  and  Development  may  be  sent 
through  annual  conference  treasurers  and 
designated  for  Advance  No.  008233-0  H-T. 

This  article  was  adapted  from  a  story 
from  United  Methodist  News  Service. 


the  church  today 
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UM  layman  faces  murder  charge 
in  ‘mercy  killing’  of  wife 

PLANO,  Texas— A  United  Methodist 
layman  is  facing  murder  charges  for 
shooting  his  terminally  ill  wife. 

Richard  Calder,  66,  a  retired  Air  Force 
veteran,  told  police  he  shot  his  wife  of  40 
years,  Mary  Lorene,  Aug.  21  to  end  her 
suffering.  Plano  Police  Chief  Chuck 
Rohre  said  Mr.  Calder  also  expressed 
concern  that  the  couple  had  no  more 
medical  insurance. 

Mrs.  Calder  had  been  suffering  from 
cancer  for  several  years,  and  hospital  of¬ 
ficials  said  the  woman  was  in  “end 
stages”  of  her  illness. 

The  Rev.  Ralph  E.  Burke,  associate 
pastor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Plano,  said  the  Calders  were  active 
church  members,  although  Mrs.  Calder’s 
illness  had  prevented  them  from  continu¬ 
ing  regular  activities. 

Police  said  Mr.  Calder  walked  into  his 
wife’s  private  hospital  room  at  9:15  p.m. 
Aug.  21  and  shot  her  three  times  in  the 
head  with  a  .357-caliber  handgun. 

Minister  who  served  in  Congress 
heads  defense  research  panel 

WASHINGTON— A  United  Methodist 
minister  who  once  served  in  Congress 
has  been  named  executive  director  of  a 
private,  non-partisan  organization  that 
promotes  public  debate  on  U.S.  defense 
policy  and  U.S.-Soviet  relations. 

The  Rev.  Bob  Edgar,  who  represented 
Pennsylvania  in  the  U.S.  House  for  12 
years,  is  heading  the  Committee  for  Na¬ 
tional  Security,  which  conducts  research 
for  members  of  Congress,  both  Demo¬ 
crats  and  Republicans. 

A  clergy  member  of  the  Eastern  Penn¬ 


sylvania  Annual  Conference.  Mr.  Edgar 
gave  up  his  House  seat  to  run  for  the  U.S. 
Senate  in  1986.  He  later  served  as  fi¬ 
nance  director  for  presidential  campaign 
of  U.S.  Sen.  Paul  Simon,  D-Ill.,  and  was 
special  assistant  to  U.S.  Rep.  William 
Grey  III,  D-Pa. 

UM  TV  magazine  program  plans 
new  look  for  fall  TV  season 

NEW  YORK— Producers  of  “Catch 
the  Spirit,”  the  United  Methodist  TV 
magazine  program  are  planning  a  new 
look  for  the  fall  season— a  new  set,  new 
story  possibilities  and  a  new  co-host. 

“  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’  will  spend  more 
time  in  the  field,  reporting  and  produc¬ 
ing  on  location,”  said  Nelson  Price,  chief 
public  media  executive  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications.  “The  show  will 
have  more  stories  that  revolve  around 
individuals  and  their  faith  commitment 
and  more  segments  about  local  churches 
and  their  outreach  ministries.” 

The  new  anchorperson  will  replace 
Emily  Simer,  who  has  taken  a  position 
with  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

600  children  get 
shoes  for  school 

DALLAS— Six  hundred  Dallas  children 
were  fitted  for  new  shoes  for  school  last 
week  at  Munger  Place  United  Methodist 
Church. 

“The  excitement  on  the  children’s 
faces,  and  the  energy  of  the  volunteers, 
creates  a  sense  of  community  that  is 
both  inspirational  and  unifying  for  the 
city  of  Dallas,”  said  the  Rev.  James  P. 
Ozier,  pastor  of  Munger  Place  UMC. 


Providing  children  with  new  shoes  is  an 
annual  project  for  the  Wilkinson  Center 
at  the  church.  The  center  is  a  ministry  of 
the  East  Dallas  Cooperative  Parish. 

Last  year  the  “back  to  school”  shoe 
drive  distributed  more  than  500  pairs  of 
shoes  purchased  through  cash  donations. 
This  year  shoes  were  purchased  from 
two  stores  in  east  Dallas. 


OFFERS  QUALITY  BIBLE  TRAINING 
FOR  YOUR  CHURCH 

YOUR  CHURCH  CAN  BE  A  CENTER  FOR 
BIBLE  TEACHING.  We  provide  all  materials 
and  incentives  to  enlist  and  teach  dynamic 
Bible  courses. 

A  LAY  ACADEMY  WITH  PROVEN  SUCCESS. 
YOU  CAN  COMPLETE  OLD  AND  NEW 
TESTAMENT  SURVEYS  IN  ONE  YEAR 
Additional  courses  cover  every  word  of 
the  Bible. 

LOOK  IT  OVER!  Introductory  Kit  $15 


TRINITY  BIBLE  STUDIES 
Box  77  •  El  Paso  ARK  72045 
501-849-2131 


WEAVE  UNITED  INTO  THE 
FABRIC  OF  YOUR  FUTURE 

•  United's  flexible  scheduling  allows  me  to  balance  my  life  between  family, 
school  and  work, 

•  Faculty  members  practice  what  they  preach  —  they  minister  to  others 
while  preparing  us  for  ministry. 

•  The  financial  aid  program  makes  it  possible  for  students  from  diverse  faith 
backgrounds  to  attend  seminary  creating  an  ecumenical  educational 
environment. 

For  mot*  information  about  United.  Dayton  Scholanbipi 
or  other  financial  aid.  contact:  Sue  Zabel,  Director  of  Admuiioru 
United  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Twin  Citiei 
J000  Fifth  Street  SW  •  New  Breton,  MN  SSII2  •  (612)  63U3II 
UNITED  THEOUDOICAL  SEMINARY  OF  THE  TWIN  CITIES 
00  


FORT  WORTH  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL 

30  years  of  independent,  private,  Christian  education  serving  Northeast  Tar¬ 
rant  County  and  the  Mid-Cities 

•  Excellence  in  academics-college  preparatory-  Pre  K-12 

•  Excellence  in  social  and  spiritual  development 

•  Excellence  in  providing  a  well-rounded  curriculum,  in¬ 
cluding  advanced  placement  and  honors  classes,  foreign 
languages,  fine  arts,  athletics 

•  Academically  and  behaviorally  qualified  students  may 
enroll  in  FWC’s  programs  throughout  the  school  year. 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  REGARDING  ADMIS¬ 
SION,  CALL  (817)  281-6536  or  (Metro)  498-1009 
••Fully  accredited  by  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 
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Religious  voters  can  swing  elections 

Catholics  pick  winners  in  six  of  the  last  seven  presidential  races 


By  ALBERT  J.  MENENDEZ 
Religious  News  Service 

If  all  of  America’s  religious  groups 
voted  alike,  there  would  be  no  such  thing 
as  a  religious  vote,  the  eminent  election 
expert  Richard  Scammon  observed  a 
few  years  back.  But  they  don’t. 

For  many  reasons  he  is  right.  As  in  ev¬ 
ery  recent  presidential  election,  this 
year’s  contest  for  the  big  prize  is  likely 
to  see  strong  and  sharp  political  divi¬ 
sions  along  religious  lines. 

The  way  religiously  committed  voters 
react  to  the  candidates,  platforms  and  is¬ 
sues  could  well  determine  the  outcome. 

The  1988  candidates  offer  religious 
contrasts. 

Massachusetts  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis 
would  become  the  nation’s  first  Greek  Or¬ 
thodox  president  and  only  its  second  non- 
Protestant  chief  executive  in  200  years. 

His  wife,  Kitty,  would  be  the  first  Jew¬ 
ish  first  lady.  The  Dukakises’  interfaith 
marriage  reflects  modern  American  re¬ 
alities. 

His  running  mate,  U.S.  Sen.  Lloyd 
Bentsen,  D-Texas,  is  a  Presbyterian. 

Both  Democratic  candidates  have 
tended  to  keep  their  religious  convictions 
a  private  matter. 

Vice  President  George  Bush,  the  GOP 
nominee,  is  a  lifelong  Episcopalian  who 
attends  church  regularly  and  is  a  friend 
of  evangelist  Billy  Graham. 


His  running  mate,  U.S.  Sen.  Dan 
Quayle,  R-Ind.,  is  an  evangelical  who 
generally  attends  a  Bible  church  or  a 
Presbyterian  church. 

Catholics  largest  bloc  vote 

Let’s  look  at  each  religious  group  the 
way  hard-headed  politicians  do: 

First,  the  Roman  Catholics,  America’s 
once  despised  and  now  pre-eminent 
faith,  numbering  more  than  50  million 
strong,  will  cast  25  to  28  percent  of  the 
Nov.  8  vote. 

The  Roman  Catholic  vote  is  important 
for  five  major  reasons: 

1.  Sheer  size.  It’s  the  largest  group  by 
far  and  actually  outnumbers  all  Protes¬ 
tants  in  the  Northeast  and  New  England 
states. 

2.  Roman  Catholics  live  mostly  in 
electoral-vote-rich  states.  A  majority 
live  in  12  states  that  have  a  majority  of 
Electoral  College  votes. 

3.  Roman  Catholics  are  the  pivotal 
swing  group  in  modern  politics.  They 
have  favored  the  winner  in  six  of  the  last 
seven  presidential  races,  failing  only  to 
support  Richard  Nixon  over  Hubert 
Humphrey  in  1968. 

In  recent  years  they  have  tended  to  be 
Republican,  both  in  party  politics  and 
presidential  choice.  Roman  Catholics 
have  favored  Republicans  in  three  of  the 
last  four  presidential  elections. 


Democrats  cannot  win  the  presidency 
unless  they  can  attract  55  to  60  percent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  vote. 

Catholics  mirror  ‘mainstream’ 

4.  Roman  Catholics  are  the  closest  to 
the  mainstream  on  issues,  according  to 
numerous  polls  and  surveys. 

They  are  somewhat  more  liberal  than 
Protestants  on  foreign  policy  and  econom¬ 
ic  issues  and  slightly  more  conservative  on 
social  or  family  issues.  But  they  are  near 
the  center  on  most  areas  of  public  policy, 
as  is  reflected  also  in  the  voting  behavior 
of  Catholic  members  of  Congress. 

5.  Finally,  Roman  Catholics  are  demo- 
graphically  representative  of  the  nation- 
well  educated,  affluent  and  ethnically  di¬ 
verse.  In  fact,  they  are  ahead  of  Protes¬ 
tants  in  most  of  these  categories. 

Roman  Catholics  are  also  influential 
in  all  regions,  including  the  South,  where 
one  of  six  voters  is  now  Catholic. 

What  about  1988? 

Michael  Dukakis  has  led  George  Bush 
consistently  among  Roman  Catholics  in 
national  polls.  He  swept  the  Catholic  pri¬ 
mary  vote  over  his  Democratic  rivals, 
even  winning  parts  of  the  Cajun  country 
in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi’s  Gulf 
Coast,  where  Protestant  voters  split  be¬ 
tween  U.S.  Sen  Albert  Gore,  D-Tenn.,  and 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson. 

The  Massachusetts  governor’s  moder¬ 


ate  liberalism,  emphasis  on  family  val¬ 
ues  and  his  ethnic  heritage  position  him 
as  the  strongest  Democratic  candidate  in 
20  years  among  the  Roman  Catholic 
community. 

George  Bush  is  not  out  of  the  running, 
however.  Increasing  affluence  and  cul¬ 
tural  conservatism  have  made  the  GOP 
candidate  a  popular  option  among  many 
Roman  Catholics. 

Ronald  Reagan’s  record  high  56  percent 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  vote  in  1984  cannot 
be  ignored.  And  Roman  Catholic  Republi¬ 
cans  liked  Mr.  Bush  in  the  primaries. 

The  abortion  and  parochial-school-aid 
issues  are  pluses  for  Republicans  among 
more  traditional  Roman  Catholic  voters, 
but  Mr.  Bush’s  upper-class,  white-Anglo- 
Saxon-Protestant  demeanor  is  not  con¬ 
sidered  helpful. 

“Neither  party  can  take  Catholic  sup¬ 
port  for  granted,”  cautions  Jim  Castelli, 
a  Washington-based  journalist  who 
knows  the  Roman  Catholic  community 
inside  and  out. 

If  the  Roman  Catholic  vote  is  shifting 
on  election  night,  Connecticut,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  New  York,  Illinois,  Ohio,  Wisconsin 
and  Michigan  may  fall  to  the  Democrats. 

Albert  J.  Menendez  is  the  former  re¬ 
search  director  of  Americans  United  for 
, Separation  of  Church  and  State  and  au¬ 
thor  of  ” Religion  at  the  Polls”  published 
in  1977  by  Westminster  Press. 


Book  Review 


‘Raising  PG  Kids 9  alerts  parents  to  ‘ X-rated 9  lyrics 


“Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X-rated  Soci¬ 
ety”  by  Tipper  Gore.  Abingdon  Press, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  1987,  219  pages,  $8.95. 

By  JEFFERSON  D.  CASKEY 

No  longer  can  the  traditional  pro¬ 
grams  of  our  churches  and  schools  be 
sufficient  for  rearing  today’s  children. 

Parents,  teachers  and  the  church  must 
be  alert  to  a  world  that  can  destroy  or  ir¬ 
retrievably  cripple  our  young  people. 

The  whole  person  must  be  considered. 
Of  particular  concern  in  “Raising  PG 
Kids  in  an  X-rated  Society”  are  media 
and  a  rock  music  that  is  having  a  dire  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  youths  of  today. 

Tipper  Gore  reveals  a  trend  in  rock 
music  that  is  shocking  and  depressing— a 
far  cry  from  other  days  when  rock  music 
meant  “Twist  and  Shout,”  “I  Love  Lucy” 
and  Elvis  Presley. 

For  example,  she  cites  porn  rock  per¬ 
formers  Judas  Priest,  whose  song  about 
oral  sex  at  gunpoint  sold  2  million 
copies;  Motley  Crue’s  album,  “Shout  at 
the  Devil,”  with  a  lyric,  “Not  a  woman, 
but  a  whore/I  can  taste  the  hate”; 
Sheena  Easton’s  “Sugar  Walls”  about  fe¬ 
male  sexual  arousal;  and  Prince’s  “Pur¬ 
ple  Rain”  with  a  song  about  a  girl 
masturbating  in  a  hotel  lobby. 

Anglican  priest 
thrives  on  risk , 
secret  missions 

By  ALAN  GILL 
Religious  News  Service 

SYDNEY,  Australia— Anglican  Arch¬ 
bishop  David  Penman  of  Melbourne,  who 
recently  undertook  a  secret  mission  to 
Iran  on  behalf  of  hostages  held  in  Leba¬ 
non,  is  no  stranger  to  adventure. 

A  man  whose  courteous  nature  belies 
a  passionate  outspokenness  against  per¬ 
ceived  injustices,  Archbishop  Penman 
was  a  missionary  in  Pakistan,  then  in  Af¬ 
rica,  before  going  to  Lebanon  in  1972  to 
serve  as  Anglican  chaplain  to  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Beirut. 

In  Africa  and  Pakistan  the  archbishop 
was  a  vocal  critic  of  tyranny  in  any 
form,  befriending— among  others— 
Ugandan  Archbishop  Janani  Luwum, 
who  eventually  was  murdered. 

During  the  early  stages  of  the  Leba¬ 
nese  conflict,  he  “hid  in  corridors  and 
cupboards”  with  the  present  Anglican 
bishop  in  Jerusalem,  Bishop  Samir  Ka- 
fity,  Archbishop  Penman  recalled. 

A  few  years  later  he  met  the  Coptic 
pope,  Shenouda  HI,  by  traveling  to  the  de¬ 
sert  monastery  an  hour’s  drive  from  Cai¬ 
ro,  where  the  pope  was  under  house  arrest. 

At  the  recent  worldwide  Lambeth  Con¬ 
ference  of  Anglican  bishops  in  Canter¬ 
bury,  England,  the  archbishop  astonished 
other  bishops  when  he  reported  that  kid¬ 
napped  Anglican  envoy  Terry  Waite— ru¬ 
mored  at  times  to  be  dead— could  be 
released  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Archbishop  Penman  said  that  was  one 
piece  of  information  he  picked  up  during 
his  visit,  which  was  unpublicized  but  car¬ 
ried  out  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Irani¬ 
an  government. 

Archbishop  Penman’s  exploits  outside 
the  church  proper  have  been  mirrored  by 
political  turmoil  within  the  church  also. 

He  was  elected  archbishop  of  Mel¬ 
bourne  in  1984,  but  that  came  only  after 
a  yearlong  deadlock  on  selecting  a  new 
archbishop  by  the  church’s  selection 
committee. 

Archbishop  Penman  has  described 
himself  theologically  as  having  a  “hard 
center  with  soft  edges.” 

His  theological  position  has  put  him  at 
odds  with  Archbishop  Donald  Robinson 
of  Sydney,  an  outspoken  opponent  of  the 
ordination  of  women  to  the  priesthood. 

Archbishop  Penman,  who  leads  the  ma¬ 
jority  group  in  favor  of  female  ordination, 
has  found  himself  thus  far  thwarted  by  the 
tactics  of  the  traditionalist  opposition  led 
by  Archbishop  Robinson. 

But  the  Melbourne  prelate  has  hinted  at 
times  that  he  might  encourage  the  ordina¬ 
tion  of  a  woman  even  without  approval 
from  the  church’s  General  Synod. 


Mrs.  Gore,  wife  of  U.S.  Sen.  Albert 
Gore  Jr.,  D-Tenn.,  paints  a  frightening 
picture  of  all  the  media  and  their  use  of 
explicit  sex  and  graphic  violence. 

Throughout  “Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X- 
rated  Society,”  Mrs.  Gore  is  concerned 
with  the  cults  of  violence,  explicit  sex  in 
the  media,  suicide,  heavy-metal  music, 
satanism,  alcohol,  drugs  and  their  tragic 
results  for  young  people. 

Gradually  Mrs.  Gore  has  seen  some 
cooperation  from  the  media: 

•  Columbia  Records  has  canceled 
Slayer’s  album,  “Reign  in  Blood.” 

•George  David  Weiss,  president  of 
Songwriters  of  America,  has  asked  art¬ 
ists  to  exercise  self-restraint  in  lyrics 
and  videos. 

•  Motown  and  Smokey  Robinson  have 
urged  artists  to  be  more  sensitive  to 
young  fans,  and  others  are  rethinking 
what  is  happening  as  a  result  of  their 
work. 


•Paul  McCartney  sees  a  need  for 
change,  and  Mike  Love  of  the  Beach 
Boys  is  disturbed  by  the  entertainment’s 
explicit  sex  and  violence. 

Fully  aware  that  censorship  will  not 
solve  the  problem,  Mrs.  Gore  sees  the 
only  hope  is  for  parents  to  be  informed 
and  willing  to  fight  against  market  ex¬ 
ploitation. 

She  emphasizes  that  parents  have  the 
right  to  demand  that  the  entertainment 
industry  accept  responsibility  for  what  it 
produces. 

“Raising  PG  Kids  in  an  X-rated  Soci¬ 
ety”  is  far  from  being  a  happy  book. 

To  some,  it  will  offer  helpful  informa¬ 
tion.  Others  will  condemn  it  on  the 
grounds  of  freedom  of  artistic  expres¬ 
sion  and  censorship. 

The  book  can  be  frightening,  but  it 
should  be  available  to  parents.  Profes¬ 
sionals  involved  in  helping  children  and 
young  adults  will  welcome  it. 


Dr.  Jefferson  D.  Caskey  is  a  professor 
of  Library  Science  at  Western  Kentucky 
University  in  Bowling  Green  and  a  fre¬ 
quent  reviewer  for  the  Reporter. 
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Methodists  re-enact  Wesley’s  Moravian  visit 

HERNHUT,  East  Germany— A  traditionally  dressed  member  of  the  Mo¬ 
ravian  Church  serves  tea  to  Methodists  as  part  of  a  “Love  Feast”  marking 
John  Wesley’s  1738  visit  to  the  Moravian  community.  Methodists  from  16 
countries  recently  celebrated  the  visit.  The  founder  of  the  world  Methodist 
movement  had  gone  to  the  Moravians  to  learn  more  about  their  faith  and 
community  life.  United  Methodist  bishops  Hermann  Sticher  (West  Germa¬ 
ny  and  West  Berlin)  and  Rudiger  Minor  (East  Germany)  took  part  in  the  cel¬ 
ebration. 


History  of  Hymns 

Dying  minister’s  last  words  inspire  verse 


Stand  up,  stand  up  for  Jesus, 

Ye  soldiers  of  the  cross ; 

Lift  high  his  royal  banner. 

It  must  not  suffer  loss. 

From  victory  unto  victory 
His  army  shall  he  lead. 

Till  every  foe  is  vanquished, 

And  Christ  is  Lord  indeed. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Late  in  1857,  a  spiritual  awakening  be¬ 
gan  in  New  York  City.  During  the  follow¬ 
ing  months,  this  awakening  spread 
throughout  many  states. 


Noonday  prayer  meetings  were  held  in 
churches,  public  halls  and  theaters. 
Throngs  of  people  took  part  and  churches 
of  all  denominations  were  involved. 

More  than  5,000  people  participated  in 
the  prayer  meetings  in  the  YMCA  in 
Philadelphia  in  the  spring  of  1858.  Dudly 
Tyng,  a  young  Episcopal  minister,  was 
one  of  the  leaders. 

Great  crowds  attended  his  Church  of 
the  Covenant,  meeting  in  Jayne’s  Hall  in 
Philadelphia.  His  tragic  death  provided 
the  inspiration  for  "Stand  Up,  Stand  Up 
for  Jesus.” 

One  weekday  afternoon  Tyng  went 
from  his  study  to  the  barn  where  a  mule 
was  walking  in  circles,  powering  a  corn- 
shelling  machine.  As  he  patted  the  mule, 
the  sleeve  of  his  silk  study  jacket  caught 
in  the  cogs  of  the  wheel,  and  his  arm  was 
torn  from  his  shoulder. 

Despite  all  medical  efforts  and  the  ur¬ 
gent  concern  of  his  friends,  he  died  five 
days  later.  George  Duffield  was  one  of 


the  fellow-ministers  who  stood  by  his  bed 
in  his  last  hours. 

When  asked  if  he  had  any  message  to 
send  to  his  people,  Tyng  replied,  "Tell 
them,  ‘Let  us  all  stand  up  for  Jesus.’  ” 

The  following  Sunday  morning,  Duffield 
preached  to  his  Presbyterian  congregation 
from  the  text,  "Stand  therefore,  having 
girded  your  loins  with  truth  and  having  put 
on  the  breastplate  of  righteousness” 
(Ephesians  6:14). 

The  sermon  ended  with  the  hymn  that 
Duffield  had  written,  based  on  the  dying 
testimony  of  his  friend  Tyng. 

The  stanzas  of  the  hymn  reflect  the 
imagery  of  a  Roman  soldier’s  fighting 
equipment  as  described  in  Paul’s  letter 
to  the  Ephesians.  That  this  equipment  is 
quite  obsolete  today  doesn’t  make  the 
hymn  any  less  appropriate  for  congrega¬ 
tional  singing.  The  truth  remains.  The 
lesson  is  obvious. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

‘‘I  love  thy  kingdom.  Lord” 


Dear  Deborah 


Why  can’t  church  keep 
using  old  hymn  books? 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  DOT  ROPER 

CLANTON,  Ala.— Worshipers  come  by  boat,  car  or  water  skis  to  “River  Church”  on  Lake  Mitchell.  The  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Clanton  has  sponsored  an  early,  summertime-only  worship  service  on  the  Alabama 
River’s  Lake  Mitchell  since  1968.  The  services  begin  on  the  Sunday  of  Memorial  Day  weekend  and  conclude  on  La¬ 
bor  Day  weekend. 

* Shall  We  Gather  At  The  River?’ 

Alabamians  bring  hymn  to  life 


CLANTON,  Ala.— When  members  of 
one  Alabama  congregation  sing,  “Shall 
We  Gather  at  the  River,”  that  is  exactly 
what  they  mean. 

For  20  years,  the  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  of  Clanton,  Ala.,  has  been 
sponsoring  just  such  a  gathering— a  sum¬ 
mertime-only,  early  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vice  on  the  nearby  Alabama  River. 

The  30-minute  “River  Church”  ser¬ 
vices  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Mitchell  (cre¬ 
ated  by  a  dam  on  the  river)  begins  on  the 
Sunday  of  Memorial  Day  weekend  and 
conclude  on  Labor  Day  weekend. 

Throughout  the  summer,  attendance 
averages  about  125,  said  Dot  Roper,  a 
First  UMC  member  and  lay  speaker  who 
has  helped  conduct  the  service.  The  high¬ 
est  attendance  on  record  is  185,  she  said. 

“The  congregation  comes  by  boat,  car 
or  on  water  skis,"  said  Ms.  Roper.  “Near- 


Poem  of  the  Week 

Unwed  mother 

No  explanations 
for  the  inexplicable  news; 
nor  could  you  fathom  the  parade  of  stars, 
shepherds,  and  sages 
that  birthing  night. 

What  else  could  you  do 
but  hold  the  images  near  your  heart 
in  the  cold  shadows 
of  upraised  crosses? 

—MICHAEL  BAILEY 


by  neighbors  often  listen  from  their  front 
porches. 

“During  these  20  years,  there  has  nev¬ 
er  been  a  rainout.” 

Bo  Warren,  owner  of  the  nearby  Blue 
Creek  Marina  and  a  member  of  the  local 
water-ski  club  that  formed  a  nucleus  of 
young  people  in  the  original  congrega¬ 
tion,  praises  the  interdenominational 
composition  of  the  congregation.  He  said 
he  feels  the  services  are  especially 
meaningful  to  young  people. 

“Just  look  around,  and  you  will  notice 
that  a  large  number  of  those  who  come 
by  boat  are  young  people,”  he  said. 

He  recalled  one  Sunday,  when  mem¬ 
bers  of  a  local  water-ski  club  arrived  on 
their  skis,  which  they  “parked”  along 
with  three  kites  and  two  delta  wings.  Af¬ 
ter  the  service,  club  members  put  on  a 
ski  show. 

The  unusual  has  shared  equal  billing 
with  the  usual  at  the  outdoor  services, 
Ms.  Roper  pointed  out,  citing  weddings 
and  baptisms,  including  infant  baptisms. 

Credit  for  the  idea  of  an  outreach  ser¬ 
vice  at  Lake  Mitchell  belongs  to  a  for¬ 
mer  pastor  of  First  UMC,  the  Rev.  John 
D.  Trobaugh,  who  bought  a  campsite  on 
the  lake  in  1968. 

With  encouragement  from  his  congre¬ 
gation  and  friends  at  the  river,  he  began 
to  advertise  and  started  the  service  at 
the  Trobaugh’s  private  pier. 

Later,  a  pavilion  was  built  at  Higgins 
Ferry  Park,  and  the  services  were  moved. 


“This  has  been  a  meaningful  ministry 
over  the  years,”  said  Mr.  Trobaugh,  who 
is  now  pastor  of  Dexter  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery,  Ala. 
“It  has  touched  many  lives,  and  I  think  it 
will  continue  for  years  to  come.” 

The  Rev.  Donald  K.  Fuller,  who  as  pres¬ 
ent  pastor  at  First  UMC  has  inherited  the 
ministry,  is  excited  about  the  river  ser¬ 
vice,  which  has  not  only  survived  but  has 
also  experienced  a  steady  growth. 

The  interdenominational  services  are 
built  solidly  on  lay  involvement,  said  Mr. 
Fuller,  who  is  in  his  first  year  as  pastor 
of  Clanton  congregation. 

Ms.  Roper  said  that  Clanton  church 
members  have  been  involved  from  the 
very  beginning  in  “setting  up”  the  wor¬ 
ship  area  with  necessary  facilities: 

“The  river  setting  is  conducive  for  re¬ 
ligious  experiences  in  an  environment 
similar  to  that  of  Jesus’  ministry  on  the 
water,”  said  Mr.  Fuller. 

It  has  also  had  an  impact  on  his  church 
in  town— one  that  should  be  noticed 
again  this  next  week. 

During  the  fall  and  winter,  when  the 
river  services  are  not  held,  the  atten¬ 
dance  at  Clanton  UMC  has  increased  sig¬ 
nificantly. 

This  article  is  based  on  information 
provided  by  Dot  Roper,  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church,  Clanton, 
Ala. 


Dear  Deborah, 

Have  you  seen  the  previews  of  the  new 
United  Methodist  Hymnal?  Someone  who 
went  to  our  annual-conference  session  has 
shown  it  to  us,  and  we  are  really  upset. 

Why  should  we  spend  all  that  money  to 
buy  new  hymnals  when  the  old  ones  have 
been  good  enough  for  so  long? 

Our  church  is  barely  making  ends 
meet.  We  never  get  all  our  apportion¬ 
ments  paid,  but  we  are  getting  a  lot  of 
pressure  from  the  pastor  to  order  the 
hymnals  while  we  can  get  a  discount. 

We  think  it  is  just  too  much! 

Can’t  we  be  United  Methodists  and  use 
the  old  hymnals? 

Maxine  and  Frank 
Dear  Maxine  and  Frank, 

1  haven’t  had  an  opportunity  to 
see  the  new  hymnal  previews,  so 
cannot  say  anything  about  the  new 
hymnals. 

But  I  have  been  a  church  member 
long  enough  to  remember  the  fuss 
when  the  one  we  now  use  was  intro¬ 
duced. 

Also,  I  recall  how  much  opposition 
there  was  to  the  “new”  Revised 
Standard  Version  of  the  Bible  back 
in  the  '50s.  Seems  like  change  comes 
slowly  and  with  difficulty  to  most 


congregations. 

However,  the  point  you  raise 
about  making  ends  meet  and  meet¬ 
ing  your  apportionments  causes  me 
to  wonder  if  your  church  needs  to 
set  some  financial  priorities  for  it¬ 
self. 

Good  stewardship  is  for  congrega¬ 
tions  as  well  as  members. 

Many  congregations  no  doubt 
won’t  be  able  to  afford  the  hymnals, 
whether  they  want  them  or  not. 

Others  will  decide  for  other  rea¬ 
sons.  Some  may  use  memorial  funds 
for  this  purpose. 

Whatever  the  decision,  we  are  all 
United  Methodists!  In  time  though, 
more  and  more  churches  will  have 
them,  and  the  new  hymnals  will  be¬ 
come  the  "old”  ones. 

Worship  visitors  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  will  feel  at  home  finding  the 
same  hymnals  they  use  back  home. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Rights  group  documents  Czech 
chill  20  years  after  ’68  invasion 


From  Religious  News  Service 

WASHINGTON — Twenty  years  after 
Soviet  tanks  rolled  into  Czechoslovakia, 
a  human-rights  group  says  it  is  still  win¬ 
ter  in  Prague  for  religious  believers. 

Soviet-led  armies  invaded  Czechoslova¬ 
kia  Aug.  21,  1968,  crushing  the  period  of 
liberalization  known  as  “Prague  Spring.” 

While  there  are  now  faint  signs  of  po¬ 
litical  reforms  underway  in  Czechoslova¬ 
kia,  the  Washington-based  Puebla 
Institute  said  the  Communist  govern¬ 
ment  there  continues  to  follow  a  policy 
of  severe  religious  repression. 

"The  Prague  government  controls  re¬ 
ligious  activity  down  to  the  most  minute 
detail,"  said  a  60-page  Puebla  report. 

All  members  of  the  clergy  must  get 
approval  from  the  government  for  each 
specific  religious  activity  they  perform, 
and  those  who  don’t  get  heavy  prison 
sentences,  according  to  the  Roman  Cath¬ 


olic  lay  organization. 

"The  state  continues  to  tightly  restrict 
access  to  Bibles,  prayer  books  and  theo¬ 
logical  treaties  and  to  heavily  censor  and 
influence  the  state-sponsored  religious 
press,”  said  the  report. 

“Religious  believers  cannot  attain 
high  positions  of  authority  and  responsi¬ 
bility  in  Czechoslovakian  society.” 

But  the  study  noted  a  growing  resis¬ 
tance,  including  a  31-point  petition 
signed  by  more  than  500,000  Roman 
Catholics,  demanding  reforms.  Roman 
Catholics  are  the  largest  religious  group 
in  Czechoslovakia. 

To  date,  however,  the  government  has 
made  only  two  relatively  minor  conces¬ 
sions— the  training  of  500  new  nuns  and 
limited  religious  instruction  to  children, 
the  report  said. 

Czech  officials  continue  routinely 
violate  religious  liberty,  said  the  study. 
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Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Board,  Inc. 

900  Hiawatha  Trail 
Pineville,  LA.  71360 

318-640-4158 

Rev.  James  L.  Adams,  Executive  Director 


September  is  Retired  Ministers’  Homes  Month 


Board  Members 

Lewis  Love,  Chairman 
P.O.  Box  1219 
Ruston,  LA  71273-1219 

0.225-5601,  H.  318-255-7912  SPORT  0.  318-226-8610 


The  Third  Sunday  in  September 
is  Retired  Ministers 9  Sunday 


Earl  Cefalu,  Jr.,  Secretary 
P.0.  Box  806 
Amite,  LA  71422 

O. 504-748-8183 

Mike  John,  Jr.,  Treasurer 

P. O.  Box  1152 
Monroe.  LA  71201 

O.  318-323-2014  H.  318-322-6473 

Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Cabinet  Representative 

P. O.  Box  929 
Ruston,  LA  71273 

H.  318-251-2690  0.  318-255-2041 

Joe  Crouch 
407  Pine  Grove  Dr. 

Pineville,  LA  71301 
H.  318-443-2772 


WAYS  TO  GIVE 

There  are  a  number  of  ways  that  you  can  participate  in  this  unique  ministry. 

•  Observe  Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Month  and  Sunday. 

•  Cash  donations  at  anytime. 

•  Donations  of  stock  and  bonds. 

•  Remember  this  ministry  in  your  will. 

•  If  you  are  unable  to  do  any  of  the  above,  please  remember  us  in  your  prayers 

A  NEW  SERVICE  OF  THE  BOARD 

Do  you  ever  find  yourself  wondering  what  to  give  a  relative  or  friend  on  birthdays  and  at  Christmas?  Why  not  give  a  gift  that 
lives.  For  each  $25  donations,  we  will  send  a  very  attractive  and  tasteful  card  acknowledging  your  gift.  This  will  also  be  a  beauti¬ 
ful  way  to  remember  the  birthdays  of  your  deceased  relatives  and  friends,  as  well  as  Christmas  time. 

TAKE  NOTE 

PLEASE  NOTE:  At  the  Annual  Conference,  the  Retired  Minister’s  Homes  Board  was  removed  from  the  Good  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ing.  All  of  the  other  agencies  in  the  Good  Samaritan  Offering  receive  state  and  federal  aid.  We  are  totally  dependent  on  our  gen¬ 
erosity. 


Ms.  Jane  Pardue 
P.O.  Box  41 
Vivian.  LA  71082 
H.  318-378-4412 

Rev.  Calvin  Lapuyade 
226  Fort  Jackson 
Belle  Chasse,  LA  70037 
H.  504-394-3722 

Rev.  Larry  Robertson 
P.O.  Box  148 
Clinton,  LA  70722 

O.  504-683-5472  H.  504-683-8135 

Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot 

P. O.  Box  366 
Oakdale,  LA  71463 

O.  318-335-3336  H.  335-2411 

Rev.  Tracy  Arnold 
2727  Jackson  St. 

Alexandria,  LA  71301 

O.  318-443-5696  H.  318-473-2203 

Mrs.  Paul  White 
99  Woodland 
Boyce,  LA  71409 
318-443-1349 

Cliff  Williams 

P. O.  Box  1385 
Jena.  LA 

O.  318-992-4111  H.  318-992-8544 

George  Gladney 
Rt.  3  Box  210 
Rayville,  LA  71269 

Mary  Margaret  Barr 
200  Fairfield  Drive 
Ruston,  LA  71270 

Rev.  Stephen  Williamson 

P. O.  Box  86 

Downsville.  LA  71234-0086 
318-982-7309 


Housing  Louisiana  Retired  Ministers 


I  . 

ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 
Alexandria 
Jonesville 
Natchitoches 
Pineville 

BATON  ROUGE-HAMMOND  DISTRICT 
Amite 

Baton  Rouge 
Baton  Rouge 
Hammond 

BATON  ROUGE— LAFAYETT  DISTRICT 
Lafayette 
Lafayette 
Franklin 
Plaquemine 
LAKE  CHARLES 
West  Lake 
Iota 

MONROE  DISTRICT 
Rayville 
Rayville 

Monroe-St.  Paul’s 
West  Monroe 

NEW  ORLEANS-HOUMA  DISTRICT 
Aurora  Gardens 

NEW  ORLEANS-SLIDELL  DISTRICT 
Slidell 
Ponchatoula 
RUSTON  DISTRICT 
Minden 

Minden,  Lakeview 
Homer 
Bernice 
Downsville 
RUSTON 
Duplex 
Home 
Home 
Home 
Home 
Home 


Occupants 


Apartments: 

Rev  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

(ii) 

i 

Mrs.  Fredna  Akin 

(  5) 

II 

Minister’s  son  (Drew  Robertson) 

<  i) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Abe  Conerly 

(  8) 

III 

Mrs.  Crotwell’s  daughter 

(  8) 

Mrs.  George  W.  Dameron 

(28) 

IV 

Mrs.  Claude  Crotwell 

(  8) 

V 

Mrs.  Ober  Fader 

(  6) 

Rev,  and  Mrs.  Will  Finnin 

(11) 

VI 

Minister’s  son 

(  1) 

Mrs.  Luman  Douglas 

(17) 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 

(18) 

Belcher 

(Available) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Messer 

(  7) 

Bossier  City 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Schwindimann 

(  4) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Pearl  McKay 

(20) 

Bossier  City 

Mrs.  Leon  Scott 

(11) 

(  7) 

Mansfield 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Harbuck 

(10) 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Hurley 

(13) 

Vivian 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Carter 

(  5) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Percy  Emanuel 

(  9) 

Coushatta 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  William  Sirman 

(  1) 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Skinner 

(  1) 

r 

Mrs.  Martha  Hayes  (Donation) 

1 

| 

Contribution 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Cecil  Mims 

(  3) 

(Available) 

j 

I  am  enclosing 

a  contribution  of  for  (check  one)  building  j 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  Patton 

(  6) 

homes 

expanding  ministries  to  the  Retired  Ministers  Homes  Boards, 

Joe  Robinson 

(ID 

Inc.,  of  the  Lousiana  Annual  Conference,  of  the  United  Methodist  Church,  South 

Central  Jurisdiction. 

Bernice  Taylor 

(  4) 

As  a  Memorial 

♦n  Honorarium 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Jim  Ailor 

(12) 

1 

(  8) 

1 

To 

Mrs.  Paul  Durbin 

(20) 

i 
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Programs 


Please  note.  If  your  church  or  group 
needs  a  program  or  someone  to  supply 
the  pulpit,  the  Director  of  the  Board  or 
some  member  of  the  Board  is  available. 
We  also  have  a  30-minute  video  cassette 
that  is  available. 


We  do  not  know  for  sure  who  all  of  our 
retirees  will  be,  but  as  of  this  writing,  we 
have  five  homes  available.  If  you  qualify 
and  are  interested  please  let  the  Director 
of  the  Board  know. 


Guaranteed  Loans 


The  least  expensive  way  of  providing 
retirement  homes  is  for  each  minister  to 
buy  property  now.  However,  those  who 
have  the  greatest  need  are  those  who  are 
least  able  to  purchase  property.  The 
combination  of  high  down  payment  and 


closing  cost  makes  it  almost  impossible. 
By  increasing  our  reserves,  we  will  be 
able  to  make  a  100  percent  guaranteed 
loan  similar  to  the  V.A.  guaranteed  loans 
for  ex-soldiers. 


Housing  Allowance 
in  lieu  of  Parsonages 


Another  less  expensive  method  of  pro¬ 
viding  retirement  homes  is  for  the 
church  to  provide  a  housing  allowance  in 
lieu  of  a  parsonage.  Most  denominations 
are  doing  this  now.  Our  itinerant  system 
of  appointments  make  this  difficult  for 
the  Methodist  Church. 

When  I  left  Jena,  LA,  there  were  a  doz¬ 
en  homes  for  sale  at  or  about  the  price  I 


would  have  had  to  receive  had  I  owned 
my  own  home.  Some  them  were  still  for 
sale  four  years  later.  I  could  not  have 
bought  in  Bossier  City  without  my  equi¬ 
ty.  Again,  with  increased  reserves,  we 
would  be  able  to  pay  a  given  minister  his 
equity  and  let  him  buy  in  his  new  com¬ 
munity.  This  is  a  regular  practice 
throughout  the  industry. 


Good  Stewardship 


When  our  Conference  entered  the  Min¬ 
isters  Reserve  Pension  Plan  we  were  ex¬ 
ercising  good  stewardship.  It  did  take  a 
step  of  faith,  because  we  had  to  raise  a 
lot  of  money  up  front,  and  are  still  pay¬ 
ing  for  the  funding.  But  given  inflation, 
our  pension  program  would  have  been 
bankrupt  long  ago  had  we  not  done  so. 
We  now  have  an  opportunity  to  take  the 
same  step  of  faith  for  our  Retired  Minis¬ 
ters’  homes. 

Increasing  our  reserves  will  do  several 
things: 


1.  Interest  will  provide  funds  for 
building  additional  homes. 

2.  Interest  will  provide  funds  for  our 
expanding  ministries 

3.  Interest  will  enable  us  to  finan¬ 
cially  help  all  of  our  ministers  when  they 
retire. 

4.  Adequate  reserves  will  enable  us 
to  guarantee  loans  to  ministers  for  hous¬ 
ing. 

5.  Adequate  reserves  will  enable  us 
to  give  a  minister,  who  owns  his  own 
home,  his  equity  when  he  moves. 


Memorials 


To: 

Lawrence  Daniel 
Marie  Risinger 
C.  J.  T.  Cotton 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Bonnecarrere 

Rev.  Thomas  P.  Fincher 

Maybelle  Wendt 

Rev.  W.  P.  Cassels 

Mrs.  Lilly  House 

Rev.  J.  B.  McCann 

Evelyn  Bell 

Billy  Robinson 

Sadie  V.  Deen 


From 
Day’s  UMC 

Lake  Charles  District  Parsonettes 
Rev.  Gilbert  and  Mamye  Wade 
D.  B.  &  Peggy  Bonnecarrere 
Murray  and  Jean  Fincher 
Shreveport  District  Parsonettes 
Ruston  District  Parsonettes 
Mrs.  Jennie  O.  Parker 
Mrs.  Gladys  H.  Norriss 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bobby  Joe  Lee 
Rev.  Joe  Robinson 
Rev.  D.  R.  Deen 


Honorariums 


Mr.  snd  Mrs.  James  Cathey 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  James  L.  Adams 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lowrey 
George  W.  Harbuck 
McGuire  UMC 

Rev.  J.  Roddy  and  Linda  Taylor 


Milton  Vallery 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Flurry 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  John  Sayes 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Campbell 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Dameron 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Couch 
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Grace  to  you,  and  Peace! 

It  is  with  fear  and  trembling  that  I  begin  my  work  as  Bishop  of  the  Louisiana 
Area.  For  the  history  of  this  area  is  rich  and  the  potential  for  future  mission 
and  ministry  is  great. 

You  are  a  most  gracious  people.  Your  notes,  calls,  prayers  and  words  of 
affirmation  have  been  greatly  appreciated  by  Marilyn  and  me  as  we  move  in 
and  get  settled. 

We  are  eager  to  get  acquainted  with  you,  the  laity  and  clergy,  and  we  want 
to  visit  all  sections  of  the  state  as  soon  as  possible.  Therefore,  we  will  be  in 
every  district  for  Welcoming  Celebrations  in  September  and  October. 

I  want  to  begin  my  Episcopal  tenure  in  Louisiana  by  getting  to  know  you 
where  you  live,  work  and  worship.  I  want  to  be  in  your  churches,  your  homes, 
your  businesses,  your  factories  and  on  a  personal  note,  Marilyn  and  I  look 
forward  to  enjoying  the  unique  beauty  of  the  Louisiana  coastal  waters  and 
interior  lands. 

If  this  new  beginning  is  filled  with  fear  and  trembling,  it  is  also  filled  with 
excitement  and  joy.  This  is  the  time  and  place  that  God,  through  the  church, 
has  called  me  to  be  in  ministry.  This  is  the  beginning  of  a  shared  journey. 


UXM— &  O  Ov\ 


The  Beginning  of 
a  Shared  Jo  urney 


IN  WITH  THE  NEW,  OUT  WITH  THE  OLD  -  Louisiana’s  new  Bishop,  Bill  Oden, 
pictured  lelt,  is  spending  a  few  moments  trading  stories  with  outgoing  Bishop  Ben 
Oliphint.  Bishop  Oden  officially  took  office  on  Sept.  1, 1988. 


October  18-20 


Retired  Ministers  to  get  together 


Retired  Louisiana  Conference 
ministers  and  their  spouses,  and  sur¬ 
viving  spouses  are  getting  together 
for  a  time  of  sharing  and  fellowship. 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Retreat 
will  be  held  at  Tall  Timbers  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  near  Alexandria  on  Oc¬ 
tober  18-20. 

One  feature  will  be  the  sharing  of 
some  of  the  hobbies  of  those  attend¬ 
ing  the  function.  The  hobbies  will  be 
displayed  and  the  retired  persons 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  give 
some  explanation  of  their  work.  A 
number  of  the  hobbies  are  very  in¬ 
teresting  as  well  as  unique. 

Retired  persons  will  also  have  the 
chance  to  visit  with  Bishop  Bill  Oden 
and  his  wife  Marilyn.  The  Bishop 


will  preach  at  the  Wednesday  eve¬ 
ning  service. 

Other  speakers  for  the  retreat  in¬ 
clude  Rev.  Joe  McLain  of  First 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  and  Rev.  Jimmie 
Pyles  of  First  UMC,  Pineville.  Rev. 
Fay  Barr-hartung,  pastor  at  the  Col- 
fax-Hollins  Chapel  charge  will  lead 
the  Bible  study. 

Singing,  preaching,  Bible  study, 
recreation  and  swimming  are  a  few 
of  the  other  opportunities  available 
to  the  group. 

The  cost  for  the  retreat  is  $50  per 
person  (double  occupancy),  which  in¬ 
cludes  all  meals.  A  $5  reservation 
fee  is  due  in  to  the  Conference  Office 
no  later  than  October  1. 


Retreat  for  Retired  Ministers  and  Spouses, 
and  Surviving  Spouses 

Please  make  reservations  for  persons _ for  the  Retired  Ministers’ 

Retreat 

Name  - 

Address  _ 

City  _  Zip _ 

Reservation  fee  of  $5  per  person  must  accompany  reservation.  Make  check 
payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Mail  to: 

Larry  Lewis  Conference  Council  on  Ministries,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802. 

* ’Directions  to  the  Conference  Center  and  a  schedule  will  be  mailed  with 
confirmation  of  your  registration. 

_  I  would  like  a  single  room  for  a  total  cost  of  $79  instead  of  $50. 


Centenary  College  celebrating  three  big  events  in  September 


Within  one  week’s  time,  Centenary 
College  will  celebrate  its  80th  anniversa¬ 
ry  in  Shreveport,  the  installation  of  Dr. 
Earle  Labor  as  the  Wilson  Professor  of 
American  Literature,  and  the  $1.9  mil¬ 
lion  renovation  of  Jackson  Hall. 

On  Sept.  16,  1988  Centenary  College 
will  mark  the  80th  anniversary  of  the 
first  day  of  classes  in  Shreveport.  On  the 
opening  day  in  1908,  there  were  69  stu¬ 
dents  enrolled  (most  of  them  in  the  acad¬ 
emy),  three  faculty  members,  and  the 
College  president.  The  budget  for  1908-09 
was  less  than  $10,000  and  the  faculty  sal¬ 
aries  averaged  $800  plus  room  and 
board. 


The  new  building  —  Jackson  Hall  — 
was  valued  at  $30,000,  and  the  total  prop¬ 
erty  including  the  40-acre  campus  (given 
by  J.B.  Atkins)  was  $60,000.  There  was  a 
mortgage  on  the  property  of  $7,500,  and 
a  small  endowment  of  $8,500.  The  curric¬ 
ulum  consisted  of  two  academic  tracks: 
classical  courses  including  Latin,  Greek, 
French  and  German,  and  Scientific 
courses  consisting  of  modern  language 
and  natural  science. 

On  Sept.  22,  1988  there  will  be  two  cel¬ 
ebrations:  the  installation  of  Dr.  Earle 
Labor  as  the  George  Wilson  Professor  of 
American  Literature  and  the  dedication 


of  the  renovation  of  Jackson  Hall,  the 
first  building  on  the  Shreveport  campus. 

Dr.  Labor  will  give  the  keynote  ad¬ 
dress  at  the  11  a.m.  President’s  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  Brown  Chapel  where  he  will  be 
officially  installed  as  the  Wilson  Profes¬ 
sor.  The  Convocation,  complete  with  ac¬ 
ademic  procession,  is  free  and  open  to 
the  public. 

The  Wilson  Chair,  Centenary’s  ninth 
endowed  chair,  was  established  last 
spring  with  $1,000,000  —  $600,000  from 
the  late  Mr.  Wilson  and  $400,000  from  the 
Eminent  Scholars  Fund  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  Dr.  Labor,  a  member  of  the 


Centenary  faculty  for  33  years  is  world 
renowned  for  his  scholarly  work  on  the 
American  author  Jack  London. 

The  Jackson  Hall  renovation,  initiated 
with  a  $900,000  grant  from  the  Frost 
Foundation,  was  completed  with  many 
individual  and  corporate  gifts  of  $25,000 
and  several  gifts  of  $5,000-$15,000.  The 
“new''  Jackson  Hall  will  house  the 
School  of  Business  and  the  Departments 
of  English  and  Foreign  Languages. 

A  dedication  ceremony,  free  and  open 
to  the  public,  will  be  held  at  1  p.m.  at  the 
north  entrance.  The  building  will  be  open 
all  afternoon  for  touring. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Fifth  Sunday  Singing  on  First  Sunday 
Night  was  enjoyed  by  a  large  group  at 
Crew  Lake  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Start,  LA  on  August  7th.  Vacations  had 
caused  the  delay.  The  15-member  choir 
displayed  their  great  love  and  talent  for 
singing,  and  congregational  singing  was 
interspersed  with  the  solos,  duets  and 
choir  specials.  Refreshments  were  en¬ 
joyed  afterward.  The  next  Fifth  Sunday 
Singing  will  be  October  30,  1988  at  7  p.m. 
Come  hear  some  great  singing  and  have  a 
good  time.  Rev.  Howard  L.  Hudson  is 
pastor  of  Crew  Lake  UMC. 

*  *  * 

St.  Andrew’s  UMC  in  Sterlington  has 
re-scheduled  their  Revival  for  Sept.  11- 
14.  To  start  the  week  of  services,  there 


will  be  an  ice  cream  supper  in  Wesley 
Hall  at  5:30  p.m.,  followed  by  the  service 
at  6:30  p.m.  Then,  Monday  through 
Wednesday,  services  will  begin  at  7  p.m. 
Rev.  Jim  Constable  is  the  pastor  at  St. 
Andrew’s. 

The  Board  of  Church  and  Society  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  en¬ 
courages  every  registered  voter  to  vote 
in  the  General  Election  on  Nov.  8.  If  you 
are  not  registered,  please  do  so  before 
Oct.  14.  Pray  for  the  candidates,  the 
country  and  for  God’s  assistance  as  you 
vote  in  this  important  election.  Vote  as 
good  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 


The  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary  is 
sponsoring  its  Annual  Luncheon  and 
Fashion  Show  on  Saturday,  Sept.  10  at 
noon  in  the  Grand  Ballroom  of  the  Bayou 
Plaza  Hotel,  4040  Tulane  Avenue  in  New 
Orleans.  The  theme  of  the  Fashion  Show 
is  ‘‘Fall  Fashions.  Previews  ’88.”  The  lat¬ 
est  in  fall  fashions  will  be  presented  by 
the  Unique  Boutique  and  the  Forgotten 
Woman.  Models  are  from  the  New  Image 
Model  Agency.  Everyone  is  invited  to 
share  in  this  project  which  will  benefit 
the  Lafon  Nursing  Home.  Alice  Porter  is 
the  president  of  the  Auxiliary  and  Aman¬ 
da  Bowers  is  the  Fashion  Show  Chairper¬ 
son. 

•  •  * 

Grace  UMC  in  New  Orleans  celebrat¬ 


ed  its  138th  anniversary  on  Sunday,  Au¬ 
gust  28th  at  the  11  a.m.  service.  The 
theme  for  the  event  was  ‘‘A  Christian 
Movement  of  138  Years:  Longevity, 
Leadership  and  Service."  The  guest 
speaker  was  Edgar  F.  Poree,  Jr.  of  Beth¬ 
any  UMC.  The  subject  was  “The  Church 
on  Trial."  Poree  is  a  product  of  Grace 
UMC.  This  was  a  homecoming  for  him 
and  a  proud  moment  for  Grace.  Former 
first  ladies  of  Grace  were  honored  on 
this  occasion.  Another  feature  was  the 
Trail  Blazers  and  Pathfinders  groups. 
There  was  a  fellowship  period  following 
the  service.  Mertes  Troullier  was  gener¬ 
al  chairperson  of  the  Anniversary  Com¬ 
mittees  and  Activities.  Co-chairpersons 
were  Laura  Goods  and  Preston  Landor 


A  View  of  Pastor's  School  1 988  in  England 


PLAYING  THE  PART  —  Leora  Trice  played  the  role  of  Susanna  Wesley  at  St. 
Andrew’s  Church  at  Epworth  in  England.  She  is  pictured  with  Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
who  lectured  during  the  tour. 


SPECIAL  HOME  —  This  is  the  home  of  the  Wesley’s  in  Epworth.  It  was  part  of 
the  tour  during  Pastor’s  School  in  England. 


STROLLING  THE  GROUNDS  —  These  tour  members  are  pictured  within  the  Lincoln 
Quadrangle  at  Oxford  University.  This  is  where  John  Wesley  attended  school. 


THE  NEW  LOOK  -  Dr.  Henry 
Blount,  the  Ruston  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  models  the  “new  attire”  for  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents. 


MEDIEVAL  MEAL  —  Members  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  participated  in  a 
Medieval  Banquet  at  Coombe  Alley  during  the  tour  to  England.  The  banquet  was  an 
interesting  experience  as  those  attending  did  what  would  have  been  proper  during 
this  period  —  they  ate  with  their  hands. 


GRAND  HALL  —  The  Methodist  Central  Hall  was  just  one  of  the  great  sights 
seen  on  the  tour.  Methodist  Central  Hall  is  London’s  Methodist  Church. 


IMPRESSIVE  SIGHT  -  The  beauti¬ 
ful  Methodist  Church  in  Epworth,  Ea- 
gland  was  one  of  the  many  stops  on  Ute 
tour. 
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How  open  are  we  to  ‘different’  pastors  Let’s  lament  racism’s  victory 

f«  .  ktir  i'll  It  hil/r  D  m  rill  up  Iwill*  I'nJIV  f  A  rOAD  O  n/t  t  Vl  ll  nuilllfc  Am  rlinAfinAintiniT  I  .  .  at  _  aa  aaaa  i  am  a  ■  •  .  -  i  ■  ,  ■  .... 


la  our  cup  half  empty  or  half  full? 

Do  ice  celebrate  the  progress  in  our 
church's  efforts  to  be  inclusive  or  lament 
the  barriers  still  to  be  overcome? 

Those  were  our  questions  as  we 
learned  that  congregations  are  increas¬ 
ingly  willing  to  accept  woman  pastors 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  2). 

More  than  two-thirds  of  the  lay  and 
clergy  leaders  randomly  surveyed  by 
United  Methodism's  General  Council  on 
Ministries  said  their  congregations  are 
"more  accepting  of  a  woman  in  the  min¬ 
istry  than  they  were  five  years  ago." 

And  more  than  90%  who  have  been  in 
congregations  with  women  pastors  con¬ 
sider  them  acceptable  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  all  pastoral  tasks. 

Given  the  relatively  recent  emergence 
of  large  numbers  of  female  clergy,  that 
degree  of  acceptance  represents  re¬ 
markable  progress. 

When  one  notes  that  two  of  the  15  bish¬ 
ops  elected  during  July  to  lead  our 
church  are  women,  the  conclusion  seems 
inescapable:  United  Methodism  is  well 
down  the  road  to  open  itineracy— that  is, 
pastors  being  assigned  “without  regard 
to  race,  ethnic  origin,  sex,  color  or  age.” 

Our  cup  clearly  is  more  than  half  full 
in  appointing  pastors  icithout  regard  to 
sex. 

Look,  however,  for  similar  progress  in 
the  acceptance  of  pastors  without  regard 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


to  race,  and  the  results  are  disappointing. 

There  is  no  similarly  comprehensive 
survey  regarding  racial  attitudes.  But 
knowledgeable  church  leaders  concede 
that  racial  barriers  are  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  break  down  than  sexual  barriers. 

The  just-completed  survey  did  show 
that  less  than  half  as  many  church  lead¬ 
ers  believe  a  minister’s  race  “does  not 
matter"  as  believe  that  sex  “does  not 
matter." 

Barbara  Thompson,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Religion  and  Race,  says:  “As  I 
listen  to  annual  conferences  and  ethnic 
pastors,  I  would  have  to  say  there  is  no 
true  open  itineracy  in  our  church.” 

Despite  progress  in  many  areas,  our 
cup  is  still  more  than  half  empty  in  ap¬ 
pointing  pastors  without  regard  to  race. 

Many  United  Methodists,  including 
many  church  leaders,  consider  open  itin¬ 
eracy  an  unachievable  ideal.  Others  con¬ 
sider  the  goal  of  open  itineracy  a 
secondary  distraction  from  the  church’s 
primary  task. 

If  inclusiveness  were  strictly  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  sociological  statistics,  we  would 
agree.  For  Christians,  however,  inclu¬ 
siveness  is  a  matter  of  primary  theolog¬ 
ical  importance.  Paul  wrote  to  the 
Galatian  church:  “There  is  neither  Jew 
nor  Greek;  there  is  neither  slave  nor 
free;  there  is  neither  male  nor  female, 


for  you  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus.” 

When  a  congregation  expresses  a  will¬ 
ingness  to  accept  a  woman  minister  or  a 
minister  of  some  ethnic  origin  other 
than  that  of  the  majority  of  the  congre¬ 
gation,  it  witnesses  to  the  truth  of  this 
passage  of  Scripture.  When  such  a  min¬ 
ister  is  regarded  as  unacceptable  to 
serve  a  church  because  of  her  female¬ 
ness  or  color,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  discredited. 

The  key  to  breaking  down  barriers  to 
inclusiveness  lies  in  our  church’s  leaders. 
Bishop  Woodie  White  of  the  Illinois  Area 
says  knowingly  that  there  may  be  more 
cross-racial  appointments  in  the  church, 
achieved  quietly  and  without  fanfare, 
than  generally  is  known.  He  concedes, 
however,  that  the  number  is  smaller 
than  it  should  be.  And  he  agrees  that  the 
key  to  making  it  happen  is  leadership. 

“I  think  we  in  the  leadership  don’t  give 
congregations  enough  credit,"  Bishop 
White  says.  "We  can  have  open  itineracy 
when  bishops  and  cabinets  say  ‘this  will 
be  done’  and  then  work  with  great  care 
and  sensitivity  with  pastor-parish  rela¬ 
tions  committees." 

Let  us  acknowledge  where  our  cup  of 
inclusiveness  is  being  filled  and  give 
thanks  for  it.  Let  us  equally  acknowledge 
where  our  cup  remains  largely  empty  and 
commit  ourselves ,  for  the  sake  of  Christ, 
to  take  the  needed  steps  to  fill  it. 


By  GRAYSON  ATHA 

The  hanging  in  the  front  of  Sandburg 
Auditorium  at  the  North  Central  Juris¬ 
dictional  Conference  was  striking.  The 
eyes  of  the  black  woman  met  the  eyes  of 
every  delegate  and  visitor,  almost  as  if 
she  was  watching  the  proceedings— gen¬ 
tle,  soft,  penetrating. 

It  was  the  kind  of  portrait  seen  first  with 
the  eyes  but  immediately  with  the  heart, 
the  emotions.  The  child  she  was  holding  en¬ 
hanced  the  huge  imposing  hanging. 

As  a  white  person  in  the  stillness  of 
my  own  being,  I  knew  that  the  intense 
emotion  was  more  than  just  looking  at  a 
portrait  of  a  black  African  woman.  I 
knew  that  a  part  of  the  experience  was 
the  history  of  whites  and  blacks. 

We  want  healing 

I  knew  that  deep  within  the  human 
race,  we  want  healing  to  take  place.  The 
wounds  of  our  separation  long  for  com¬ 
plete  healing. 

The  wounds  are  often  difficult  to  see 
because  we  have  covered  them  over  by 
actions— good  actions,  reconciling  ac¬ 
tions,  healing  actions.  But  healing,  recov¬ 
ery,  reconciliation  with  the  black 
community  is  in  process,  and  we  must 
never— not  for  a  moment— turn  back, 
hesitate,  relax. 

We  must  not  for  a  moment  believe 
that  the  river  of  racism  has  been 


Church  should  take  $10,000  gift,  apologize 


To  the  Editor: 

When  I  first  read  about  the  United 
Methodist  church  in  Ogilvie,  Minn.,  turn¬ 
ing  down  a  $10,000  gift  from  the  local  Li¬ 
ons  Club,  I  responded  in  the  positive  way 
your  Sept.  2  editorial  did. 

The  congregation  rejected  the  gift  be¬ 
cause  of  the  UMC’s  Social  Principles, 
which  declare  gambling  a  social  evil. 
Since  one  of  the  Lions  Club  fund-raising 
methods  is  pull-tab  gambling,  some 
church  powers  felt  that  accepting  the 
money  would  be  supporting  gambling, 
which  is  contrary  to  UMC  policy. 

At  first  I  thought  that  here  was  a 
church  having  the  spine  to  turn  down  a 
lot  of  money  because  of  an  issue  of  ethi¬ 
cal  principle.  However,  the  more  I  think 
about  the  matter,  the  more  queasy  I  am. 

Thought  1:  A  church  pleads  for  money. 
A  highly  respectable  charity  responds  with 
a  very  generous  donation  with  apparently 
no  strings  attached.  The  church  rejects  the 
money.  That  reeks  of  hypocrisy. 

Thought  2:  Since  when  has  a  church 
been  granted  the  dominion  to  question 
(let  alone  judge)  the  generous  gifts  of 
anyone? 

Thought  3:  A  church  should  be  thank¬ 
ful  and  gracious  in  accepting  dona¬ 
tions— especially  ones  with  no  strings 
attached. 

Thought  4:  We  live  in  an  imperfect 
world.  Ideally,  every  penny  of  every  gift 
to  a  church  would  come  from  honest  and 
noble  origins.  Where  do  we  draw  the 
line?  We  could  call  into  question  any  do¬ 
nation.  After  all,  the  people  who  contrib¬ 
ute  indirectly  through  their  pull-tab 
activities  did  so  voluntarily.  Nobody 
forced  them  upon  the  Lions. 

Not  one  of  us  has  given  a  perfect  gift.  I 
look  at  businessmen  who  have  become 
rich  by  shady  dealings  that  hurt  people. 
Sometimes  illegal  and  immoral  activi¬ 
ties  are  involved. 

These  "devout  Christians”  make  dona¬ 
tions  to  churches.  Their  Christian  mo¬ 
tives?  Publicity  and  tax  shelters  in  some 
cases.  How  many  churches  question — let 
alone  reject— donations  from  such  people? 

When  I  give  money  to  a  charity,  I 
think  about  those  less-than-perfect  times 
at  work  when  I  took  extra  breaks,  had  a 
bad  attitude  or  produced  substandard  re- 
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suits.  Should  I  not  give  because  of  imper¬ 
fect  money? 

My  response  now  to  members  of  the 
Ogilvie  United  Methodist  Church  is  to 
get  off  their  high  horses,  accept  the  gen¬ 
erous  donation  graciously,  deliver  a  for¬ 
mal  apology  to  the  Lions  Club  and  use 
the  money  constructively  and  in  the 
charitable  fashion  that  is  expected  of  a 
charitable  institution. 

Rick  K.  Sundin  Jr. 

Davenport,  Iowa 

Tell  us  more  about  growth 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  affirm  and  encourage  the  Re¬ 
porter  for  the  Aug.  12  editorial,  “Plan 
shows  vision,  commitment." 

I  affirm  your  act  of  highlighting  min¬ 
istry  that  has  growth  goals  and  growth 
history.  All  of  us  need  to  see  that  record 
for  motivation  and  accountability. 

I  encourage  you  to  include  similar 
highlights  from  other  United  Methodist 
ministries  that  illustrate  planning  for 
and  achieving  measurable  growth  of  the 
church  in  the  world. 

And  I  further  encourage  you  to  lift  up 
the  other  elements  of,  the  Korean  United 
Methodists  that  contribute  to  their 
growth  record  and  to  zeal  for  the  Gospel. 

W.  Craig  Curry 
Hale  Center,  Texas 

Holy  Spirit  amazes  me 

To  the  Editor: 

I  deeply  appreciate  Jaime  Potter- 
Miller’s  "My  Witness”  (see  UMR,  Aug.  8), 
which  recalled,  deepened,  and  again 
named  the  special  experience  we  shared 
in  Buckhannon,  W.Va. 

Like  Jaime  Potter-Miller,  I  traveled  to 
the  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  with  a  sense  of  personal  spiritual 
emptiness.  I  carried  with  me  a  number 
of  personal  issues  and  a  yearning  for 
God  to  show  me  the  way  S/He  would 
have  me  to  go. 

And  like  Ms.  Potter-Miller,  I  was  over¬ 
whelmed,  amazed  and  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit’s  action  in  our  midst  and  by  the 
power  of  the  testimony  of  the  Rev.  Fred 
Craddock  of  Candler  School  of  Theology 
and  Dean  Marjorie  Suchocki  of  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary.  They  pointed  to  and 
named  the  Spirit’s  work  among  us. 

Partly  it  was  the  Rev  Susan  Morri¬ 
son's  surprise  election  as  a  bishop,  partly 
God  confounding  all  our  human  plans  to 
do  a  new  thing,  partly  the  numerous  lu¬ 
minous  personal  encounters  that  we  each 
seemed  to  have  during  those  days. 

We  were  "havin’  church." 

George  D.  McClain 
Staten  Island,  New  York 

Critic  misses  point 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  counter  David  C.  Paul’s  letter 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  19)  attacking  Jaime  Pot¬ 
ter-Miller’s  “My  Witness"  column  of 
Aug.  5  about  the  election  of  Susan  Morri¬ 
son  as  bishop. 

If  Mr.  Paul  would  stop  being  so  defen¬ 
sive  about  anything  that  might  be  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  feminist  movement  and  read 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

‘‘Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O 
God,  and  put  a  new  and  right  spirit 
within  me.”  (RSV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  Romans  5:2-3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  11 
Monday:  Psalms  125 
Tuesday:  Proverbs  22:1-2 
Wednesday:  Proverbs  22:8-9 
Thursday:  James  2:1-5 
Friday:  James  2:8-10 
Saturday:  James  2:14-17 
Sunday:  Mark  8:27-38 
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THAT  MEANS  I'M 
RESPONSIBLE  FOR 
myself,  and  I 
CANT  BLAME 
ANYBODY  ELSE 


SOMETIMES  I  WISH 
I  COUlX> 


the  article  carefully,  he  would  see  that 
the  movement  to  which  she  was  refer¬ 
ring  was  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within 
the  election  process. 

I  grow  weary  of  men  and  women  who 
because  of  their  own  stereotypical  biases 
make  hasty  generalizations  about  sex— 
or  anything  else  that  represents  an  emo¬ 
tionally  charged  issue— that  interfere 
with  their  ability  to  really  hear  what 
someone  else  is  saying. 

There  is  not  one  mention  in  Ms.  Pot¬ 
ter-Miller’s  article  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment  or  the  “hurrah  for  our  side  mental¬ 
ity”  to  which  Mr.  Paul  refers. 

The  so-called  "serious  flaw  in  thinking” 
here  is  that  Mr.  Paul  was  so  quick  to  see 
Ms.  Potter-Miller  as  a  malcontent  femi¬ 
nist  that  he  missed  the  beauty  and  power 
of  the  spiritual  experience  that  she  was 
wanting  to  convey  as  shared  by  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  other  men  and  women  at  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
Maurine  Waun 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania 

Other  reforms  needed,  too 

To  the  Editor: 

In  your  Aug.  5  issue,  there  were  two  ar¬ 
ticles  in  regard  to  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ences.  One  person  had  a  good  experience 
and  the  other  it  seemed  wasn’t  so  good. 

I  am  in  no  position  to  know  which  one 
is  correct.  I  have  never  been  to  a  juris¬ 
dictional  conference.  But  the  article  by 
Barbara  Wendland  seems  to  be  describ¬ 
ing  our  annual  conference. 

In  my  opinion  the  annual  conference 
should  be  either  transformed  or  buried. 

For  the  most  part,  the  reports  given 
and  the  votes  taken  are  unnecessary. 
Much  too  much  is  spent  on  periodicals 
that  are  handed  out.  Except  for  the  years 
that  delegates  are  elected  for  general 
and  jurisdictional  conferences,  the  annu¬ 
al  conference  could  be  shortened  to  a  day 
and  a  half  at  the  most. 

Franklin  Blomquist 
Taylor,  Texas 

Thanks  for  film  review 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  excel¬ 
lent  coverage  of  "The  Last  Temptation 
of  Christ,"  especially  the  movie  review 
by  Stephen  Swecker  (see  UMR,  Aug.  19). 

Now  I  can  decide  not  to  see  the  movie 
on  the  actual  content  and  not  on  unfound¬ 
ed  "religious”  hysteria. 

The  Religious  Right  in  this  country  is 
giving  all  Christians  a  bad  name— first 
with  their  prayer  towers,  then  sex  scan¬ 
dals  and  now  by  spreading  actual  lies 
about  this  movie. 

That  is  witnessing?  Paul  writes  that 
we  are  to  be  fools  for  Christ  (1  Corinthi¬ 
ans  4:10),  not  just  fools. 

Richard  W.  Conner 
Millersville,  Pennsylvania 

Let’s  protest  real  evils 

To  the  Editor: 

We  find  the  protest  over  "The  Last 
Temptation  of  Christ"  to  be  amusing  and 
sad.  Do  those  doing  the  protest  really  be¬ 
lieve  that  one  movie,  whom  some  have 
said  would  have  gone  almost  unnoticed 
without  the  protest,  will  destroy  the  di¬ 
vinity  of  Jesus? 

Other  heresies  have  posed  a  greater 
threat  to  Christianity,  and  we  have  lived 
through  them.  The  heresy  of  silence 
among  Christians  historically  has  been 


and  still  is  one  of  the  greatest  threats  to 
our  existence. 

Many  biblical  images  could  be  used, 
but  the  one  that  is  most  vivid  about  the 
doers  and  do-nothings  is  in  Matthew  25. 
Where  is  the  protest? 

Or,  in  our, country  where  the  prison 
population  has  doubled  in  the  last  eight 
years,  where  are  the  visitors? 

It  is  amusing  that  such  a  fuss  is  made 
over  something  rather  insignificant  and 
sad  that  there  is  silence  on  so  many  is¬ 
sues  of  major  consequence. 

Peggy  and  Paul  S.  Powell 
Bismarck,  Missouri 

Where  are  our  priorities? 

To  the  Editor: 

Just  about  every  month  we  read  in  the 
Reporter  or  some  other  journal  about 
the  Rev.  Donald  Wildmon  and  his  cru¬ 
sade  against  books  and  magazines  he 
wants  to  censor  and  remove  from  the 
American  public. 

And  now  of  course,  there  is  the  nation¬ 
al  flak  over  the  movie,  “The  Last  Temp¬ 
tation  of  Christ." 

One  searches  in  vain  for  a  concerted 
national  crusade,  led  by  him  or  any  of 
our  United  Methodist  leaders,  against 
drunk  drivers,  deadly  pollution  on  our 
beaches,  etc. 

What  fantastic  time  and  effort  has 
been  devoted  by  him  and  church  officials 
in  pressure  tactics  on  state  and  national 
officials  to  clean  up  "pornography.”  If 
that  same  effort  and  pressure  had  been 
used  to  wipe  out  drunk  drivers,  how 
many  thousands  of  innocent  lives  could 
have  been  saved  yearly? 

One  can  make  a  choice,  without  Mr. 
Wildmon's  efforts  and  opinions,  about 
watching  movies  or  reading  books  and 
magazines.  But  one  has  no  such  choice 
when  met  head  on  by  a  drunk  driver. 

One  wonders  where  priorities  are 
placed1  in  our  society  and  by  our  church. 

Edward  D.  Jervey 
Radford,  Virginia 

Service  is  ‘in  the  bag’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  serve  as  pastor  to  four  churches  in  a 
larger  parish  with  a  lay  speaker  as  an 
assistant.  Each  of  us  preaches  in  two 
churches  each  Sunday. 

There  are  many  miles  between  where 
we  live  and  the  churches,  and  I  was  al¬ 
ways  worried  that  one  of  us  would  slide 
into  a  ditch  and  that  the  people  would  be 
gathered  and  that  there  would  be  no 
preacher  and  no  bulletins. 

A  friend  gave  me  the  idea  of  putting 
an  order  to  worship,  a  sermon  and  a  chil¬ 
dren’s  message  into  each  pulpit. 

I  chose  to  put  these  items  in  a  brown  pa¬ 
per  bag  with  a  note  on  the  outside  that 
reads,  “To  be  used  when  the  people  are 
gathered  and  the  minister  doesn’t  arrive.” 

I  told  the  lay  leader  in  each  church  to 
go  ahead  and  have  the  service  and  then 
come  looking  for  us.  The  cover  page 
reads,  "Emergency  Rations!” 

On  a  hot  Saturday  evening  recently,  I 
received  a  call  with  the  news  that  the  lay 
speaker  was  very  ill.  So  I  called  the  two 
lay  leaders,  and  they  secured  three  volun¬ 
teer  leaders  as  they  came  in  the  door  the 
next  morning,  and  they  held  the  services. 

Later  I  was  told  by  several  people, 
"We  felt  so  cared  for.” 

I  recommend  this  procedure  for  two-, 
three-  and  four-point  parishes. 

Lyla  Sloat 

De  Smet,  South  Dakota 


crossed.  Indeed,  if  we  look  back  to  see  if 
we  have  crossed  the  river,  we  may  be 
overrun  by  the  pur¬ 
suing  chariots. 

God  has  graciously 
divided  the  water 
and  offered  a  path  to 
cross.  But  the  cross¬ 
ing  is  not  the  victory. 

The  crossing  is  not  I 

the  triumph.  Thel  _ 

crossing  is  only  the  Grayson  Atha 
way  through  the  hatred,  the  injustice,  the 
deep  separation  that  still  divides  us. 

We  need  healing.  We  long  for  healing. 
Our  souls  reach  out  for  healing. 

When  we  looked  at  that  hanging  of  the 
African  woman  with  a  child,  our  souls 
spoke,  and  the  unguarded  emotion  leapt 
from  within  us.  Guilt-stirred,  and  almost 
in  chorus,  we  cried  out,  “Forgive  us.  You 
are  one  of  us." 

The  one  who  had  brought  the  hanging 
affirmed  that  it  showed  a  real  person  and 
was  made  from  a  photograph  of  a  woman 
in  a  worship  service  in  a  church  in  Africa. 
We  are  building  a  church  for  this  congre¬ 
gation,  and  this  woman  and  child  are  a 
part  of  that  African  congregation. 

"How  can  we  get  a  poster  of  her?"  we 
ask.  "How  can  we  each  have  her  in  our 
midst?  How  can  we  hold  her  in  our 
hearts?  How  can  she  continue  to  speak  to 
our  souls  that  cry  for  wholeness?" 

We  don’t  really  know  for  what  we  are 
asking.  We  don’t  know  who  it  is  we  see  in 
the  hanging.  "Ah,  but  we  know  we  want 
to  take  her  with  us.” 

The  cost,  the  address,  the  amount  to 
cover  postage.  We  must  have  her  with  us. 

Let’s  tell  her 

"Oh,  listen  to  me,"  says  another  in  our 
midst.  “Can  someone  go  to  Africa  and 
tell  that  woman  what  she  has  meant  to 
all  of  us?  Can  someone  take  her  a  poster 
of  herself  and  let  her  know  how  she  has 
moved  all  of  us  with  compassion  and 
love?  Find  her  and  tell  her  what  she  has 
meant  to  us.” 

Those  who  study  the  mind  tell  us  that 
when  we  are  moved,  it  is  both  the  con¬ 
scious  and  the  subconscious  that  is  at  work 
and  the  latter  to  a  much  greater  degree. 

The  experience  affirmed  the  great 
compassion  that  was  present  among  us, 
the  great  longing  to  say,  "We  are  sorry. 
Will  you  go  with  us?" 


But,  whereas  that  compassion  af¬ 
firmed  our  desire  for  wholeness,  it  also 
witnessed  to  the  prejudice  that  lingers. 

Our  reaching  out  witnessed  that  heal¬ 
ing  is  the  cry  of  our  souls.  But  our  wills 
are  slow,  and  our  eyes  are  dim,  and  the 
light  seems  often  to  light  only  when  we 
choose  to  hold  the  candle. 

That  brings  me  to  the  real  drama  that 
was  unfolding  in  our  midst.  That  drama  in 
Scene  I  of  Act  3  had  been  the  election  of  a 
white  male  as  one  of  the  three  bishops 
picked  by  this  gathering.  Act  3,  Scene  2, 
was  the  election  of  a  white  female. 

The  prologue  of  our  drama  had  hap¬ 
pened  long  before.  The  prologue  of  this 
drama  made  clear  that  bishops  were  to 
be  elected  by  ability  with  an  eye  to  inclu¬ 
sion  in  sex  and  race. 

Now,  on  the  final  night  in  DeKalb,  Ill., 
the  final  scene  of  the  final  act  was  in  pro¬ 
gress.  All  but  two  candidates  had  with¬ 
drawn.  The  white  male  and  female  bishops 
elect  were  on  the  platform;  and  the  choice 
was  in  the  ballots  of  the  gathering. 

The  final  two  people  for  that  choice 
were  a  white  male  and  black  male.  The 
portrait  of  the  African  woman  watched. 
Our  hearts,  our  souls,  reached  out  to  her. 
We  wanted  her  to  go  with  us.  We  longed 
to  be  perfectly  whole. 

The  enemy  wins 

But,  we  looked  back  and  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  We  were  overcome.  The  enemy 
triumphed. 

In  another  day,  by  God’s  help,  by  God  s 
grace,  our  souls  will  triumph.  We  shall 
cross  the  river  of  racism. 

In  the  meantime— in  the  now,  in  the 
present— we  say  to  the  African  womanj 
but  we  really  mean  it  to  be  heard  by  alt 
of  our  black  brothers  and  sisters,  “For¬ 
give  us  once  again.  You  saw  only  your  of¬ 
fering  of  a  candidate  denied.  We,  your 
white  brothers  and  sisters,  denied  a  part' 
of  the  longing  of  our  souls." 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev,  Grayson  Atha  is. 
superintendent  of  the  Findlay  District. 
West  Ohio  Annual  Conference. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double -! 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  "Here 
l  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


My  Witness 

My  failures  have  caused 
UM  membership  decline 


By  JAMES  DAVID  OAKS  JR. 

I  am  33  years  old,  and  it  seems  that  all 
my  life  I  have  been  bombarded  with  the 
news  that  the  United  Methodist  Church  is 
losing  members. 

I  remember  during  seminary  reading 
a  10-year  study,  prepared  by  one  of  our 
denominational  boards,  that  attempted 
to  explain  why  we  were  in  a  decline. 

In  the  decade  since  graduation,  as  I 
have  served  churches  myself,  I  remem¬ 
ber  few  meetings  or  conferences  where 
the  topic  didn’t  eventually  get  around  to 
membership  loss. 

Too  often  the  discussion  of  member¬ 
ship  trends  focuses  on  who  is  at  fault. 
Some  presentations  tend  to  instill  a  sense 
of  guilt  and  depression  even  among 
members  of  the  clergy  and  laypeople 
from  congregations  where  membership 
is  on  the  rise. 

I’m  not  proposing  that  we  ignore  the 
problem.  Neither  am  I  suggesting  that  a 
“positive  thinking"  approach  alone  is  the 
answer. 

However,  people  are  more  likely  to 
book  passage  on  a  ship  line  that  adver¬ 
tises  where  it  is  going  than  on  one  that  is 
asking  help  in  plugging  its  leaks. 

Since  there  are  those  who  still  ask  the 
question,  "Whose  fault  is  it?"  I  am  final¬ 
ly  going  to  tell  you.  It’s  my  fault! 

Too  many  times  I  have  failed  to  take 
the  opportunity  that  God  has  presented 
to  me  to  reach  out  in  the  name  of  Christ. 
It's  not  a  matter  of  failing  to  create 
these  opportunities  but  of  failing  to  take 
advantage  of  those  God  has  placed  right 
in  front  of  me. 

Too  often  my  concern  is  more  with  the 
advancement  of  my  own  career  than 


with  sharing  the  love  of  Christ  with  peo¬ 
ple.  I  have  been  too  interested  in  how  the 
“numbers”  made  me  look  and  not 
enough  in  how  I  have  made  Christ  look  to 
those  people  whom  the  numbers  repre¬ 
sent. 

I  have  approached  evangelism  from 
the  standpoint  of  how  having  more  peo¬ 
ple  in  worship  might  help  the  church 
budget  and  year-end  statistics.  I  should 
have  focused  on  what  God  wanted  to  give 
to  people  through  me  and  the  church. 

Perhaps  I  am  not  alone  in  these  atti-' 
tudes,  but  the  sin  of  others  doesn’t  excuse; 
me.  I  learned  long  ago  that  I  cannot; 
change  other  people.  I  cannot  change  the; 
United  Methodist  Church.  I  can,  howev-; 
er,  with  God’s  help,  change  me. 

I  pray  that  God  will  forgive  my  mis-; 
takes  and  show  me  a  new  way.  I  make  no; 
predictions  about  when  the  congregation; 
to  which  I  have  been  appointed  will  dou-; 
ble  its  membership. 

I  can  make  a  commitment,  though,  to; 
share  Christ’s  love  with  people  today  and 
try  to  win  one.  Tomorrow  I  will  try  to; 
win  another. 

I  pray  that  God  might  use  me  yet.; 
What’s  more,  I  pray  that  God  will  use; 
you,  too. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  column  through' 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share* 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian, 
life.  The  Rev.  James  David  Oaks  Jr.  is. 
pastor  of  Sturgis  and  Dekoven  United ; 
Methodist  churches  in  Sturgis.  Ky.  (Lou¬ 
isville  Annual  Conference ). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced', 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O.¬ 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275.  \ 
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COKESBURY  SATELLITE  TELEVISION  NETWORK 

Presents 

Twelve  Parables  of 
Jesus 

Bible  Study  for  Christian  Living 

Via  satellite  with 


Dr.  Maxie  D.  Dunnam 

7:30  -  8:30  p.m.  EDT 

September  11,  18,  15;  October  16,  23,  30  - 
Westar  IV  Channel  19 

October  2  -  Westar  IV  Channel  20 
October  9  -  Westar  IV  Channel  11 

Another  inspirational  television  Bible  study  taught  by  this 
dynamic  and  respected  author  and  Bible  scholar. 

Study  Guide  and  weekly  leaflets  available  from  Cokesbury. 

Order  Books  Toll  Free  1-800-672-1789 
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Inquiries  mount  over  national  missions  deficit,  cuts 

.  -m  •till  •  t  r~  iTc«oc  Pari t  Tnln  Thp  Rook  nf  Disrinline  mar 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
and  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writers 

Tough  questions  about  more  than  three  years  of 
overspending  by  United  Methodism's  national  mis¬ 
sion  agency  are  expected  to  surface  when  directors 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  gather  in 
New  York  Sept.  12-16  for  their  orientation. 

Questions  being  asked  by  Global  Ministries  di¬ 
rectors  and  staff  and  by  United  Methodists 
throughout  the  country  include: 

•How  did  the  National  Division  spend  more 
than  its  income  for  1985, 1986,  1987  and  so  far  in 
1988? 

•  How  did  those  continuing  deficits  go  unchal¬ 
lenged  by  directors? 

•  What  is  to  be  done  about  the  situation? 

While  staff  cutbacks  announced  in  August 

came  as  a  shock,  the  deficit  has  been  known  to 
National  Division  directors  since  Spring  1985. 

Warning  came  in  1985 

In  a  report  dated  March  23,  1988,  National  Di¬ 
vision  treasurer  Brenda  Norwood  stated:  ‘  Direc¬ 
tors  were  made  aware  in  Spring  1985  that  the 
Division  was  experiencing  a  trend  of  expense  be¬ 
yond  income.”  Her  report  stated  that  directors 
were  warned  at  that  time  that  continued  over¬ 
spending  would  result  in  a  deficit. 

“The  result  of  this  prediction  was  seen  by  our 
year-end  report  of  1986,”  the  1988  report  continued. 
“The  division  incurred  a  deficit  of  $825,419.” 

Ms.  Norwood's  report  added  that  the  parent 
Global  Ministries  board  directed  the  division  to 
use  reserves  to  cover  the  deficit. 


Treasurer’s  report  shows  agency’s  problem  known  since  1 985 


The  National  Division’s  primary  income  sources 
are,  in  order:  Women’s  Division,  Advance  Specials, 
World  Service,  reimbursements  for  services,  and 
interest  income  on  mortgages  and  loans. 

According  to  Ms.  Norwood’s  report,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division’s  income  from  investments  and 
from  the  contributions  of  individual  United 
Methodists  declined  while  expenses  rose,  includ¬ 
ing  grants  to  local  and  regional  programs. 

Her  report  showed  that  the  $825,419  deficit  at 
the  end  of  1986  had  been  cut  to  $373,386  by  the 
end  of  1987.  But  when  the  National  Division’s  fi¬ 
nance  committee  met  in  mid-August,  the  deficit 
was  reported  as  $2  million. 

Staff  cut;  program  cuts  expected 

One  National  Division  effort  to  trim  its  deficit 
was  to  eliminate  11  mid-level  positions— includ¬ 
ing  two  vacant  positions— and  six  support  staff 
positions.  Unspecified  programs  and  services 
also  are  expected  to  be  cut. 

Lula  Garrett,  acting  chief  executive  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division,  has  assured  questioners  that  the 
staff  cuts  will  not  hurt  programs  the  division  of¬ 
fers  directly  to  local  churches  and  annual  con¬ 
ferences  (see  UMR,  Aug.  26). 

Ms.  Garrett  has  not  specified,  however,  how 
programs  directly  affected  by  the  staff  cuts— in¬ 
volving  mission  personnel,  ministries  to  women 
and  ethnic  persons,  and  local  church  develop¬ 
ment-will  be  continued. 

Theressa  Hoover,  chief  executive  of  the  mis¬ 


sion  board’s  Women’s  Division,  told  the  Reporter 
that  her  agency’s  directors  are  among  those  who 
have  asked  about  the  impact  of  the  cutbacks. 

The  Women’s  Division  provides  nearly  one-third 
of  the  National  Division’s  budget.  This  money 
comes  from  mission  pledges  and  other  contribu¬ 
tions  of  local  units  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

For  1988,  $4.9  million  (28.5  percent)  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division's  $17.2  million  income  came 
from  the  Women’s  Division.  The  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  has  approved  $5.1  million  for  the  National 
Division’s  1989  budget. 

Special  grants,  typically  thousands  of  dollars,  are 
given  by  the  Women’s  Division  for  new  mission  pro¬ 
grams  and  for  the  upkeep  of  historic  properties. 

Ms.  Hoover  explained  why  one  division  helps 
finance  another: 

“In  1964,  the  Women’s  Division  agreed  to 
transfer  many  of  our  properties  and  programs, 
such  as  community  centers,  to  the  general 
church.  However,  we  [the  Women’s  Division] 
have  continued  to  appropriate  money  each  year 
for  those  programs." 

“We  will  raise  some  hard  questions  at  appro¬ 
priation  time,”  Ms.  Hoover  said.  “People  in  the 
annual  conferences  are  being  assured  [by  the 
National  Division]  that  programs  are  not  being 
cut.  But  even  if  programs  are  reassigned,  they 
are  being  reassigned  to  an  already  loaded  staff. 

“We  knew  the  National  Division  had  to  take  a 
serious  look  at  its  budget  crisis.  But  firing  sever¬ 
al  people  won’t  make  a  dent  in  the  deficit.” 

Carolyn  Hopkins  of  Cairo,  Ga.,  former  vice 


president  of  the  National  Division  and  a  member 
of  the  finance  committee  that  made  the  mid-Au¬ 
gust  staff  cuts,  acknowledged  that  the  National 
Division  staff  is  overloaded. 

"But,”  she  said,  "with  a  little  bit  of  prioritiz¬ 
ing,  I  think,  if  they  are  willing,  the  staff  will  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  changes. 

"It  will  be  a  time  of  restructuring  the  jobs  and 
the  people.  It  was  very  necessary  to  make  those 
staff  changes  because  of  the  deficit.  The  pro¬ 
grams,  the  staff  and  services  just  had  to  be 
trimmed  to  help  the  ’88  and  '89  budgets.” 

Ms.  Hopkins,  who  will  be  returning  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  three  finance  committees— Women’s  Di¬ 
vision,  National  Division  and  the  Global 
Ministries  board— told  the  Reporter  she  was 
“shocked”  when  the  National  Division’s  finance 
committee  decided  to  make  the  staff  cuts.  She 
said  she  had  been  worrying  about  the  National 
Division’s  deficit  for  almost  two  years  but  saw 
no  other  choice. 

Wave  of  protest  ensues 

One  immediate  effect  of  the  cutbacks  has  been 
a  wave  of  protest  among  National  Division  em¬ 
ployees  and  mission  workers  under  the  division’s 
administration.  Some  observers  say  that  the 
backlash  is  unlike  any  ever  seen  in  the  agency. 

One  group,  United  Methodist  deaconesses  and 
home  missionaries,  hopes  to  appeal  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  the  Office  of  Deaconess  Service  to  the  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council,  the  church’s  “supreme  court,” 
according  to  Louise  Weeks,  a  retired  deaconess 


of  Estes  Park,  Colo.  The  Book  of  Discipline  man¬ 
dates  that  there  shall  be  an  Office  of  Deaconess 
Service  within  the  Global  Ministries  board. 

The  month-old  United  Methodist  Association 
of  Deaconesses  and  Home  Missionaries  has  filed 
a  resolution  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  asking  reconsideration  of  the  cut¬ 
backs,  said  Sybil  Dodson  of  Brevard,  N.C.,  a  dea¬ 
coness  and  the  association’s  chairwoman. 

Meanwhile,  about  50  Global  Ministries  women 
executives  formed  their  own  association  on  Aug. 
26.  They  are  led  by  another  deaconess,  Barbara 
E.  Campbell,  who  directs  administration  in  the 
Women’s  Division. 

The  women  executives  contend  that  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  cutbacks  show  sex,  race  and  age 
discrimination.  They  were  scheduled  to  meet 
again  Sept.  9. 

Additionally,  26  National  Division  executives 
signed  a  four-page  letter  of  protest  to  board  offi¬ 
cials  asking  the  board  to  review  personnel  prac¬ 
tices  and  to  consider  the  impact  the  cutbacks 
will  have  on  programs  in  local  United  Methodist 
congregations. 

Those  dismissed  and  positions  they  held  are 
Jane  Brice-Briddell,  administrative  services; 
Betty  Letzig,  mission  personnel  support  ser¬ 
vices;  Lucy  Gist,  mission  interpretation;  the 
Rev.  Eli  Rivera,  director,  missional  priorities; 
Christine  Brewer,  deaconess  and  home  mission¬ 
ary  executive  secretary;  the  Rev.  Tom  Robin¬ 
son,  program  secretary  for  black  ministries; 
Peggy  Halsey,  director,  women  in  crisis;  Lee 
Coppernoll,  director,  young  adult  leadership  de¬ 
velopment;  and  Elaine  Kalmer,  coordinator  of 
loan  services. 


PHOTO  BY  GROVER  BRINKMAN 

NEW  ATHENS,  Ill.— This  small  rural  church  near  New  Athens,  30 
miles  southeast  of  St.  Louis,  was  once  called  the  “Smallest  Methodist 
Church  in  the  U.S.”  because  it  had  but  two  members.  But  Zion  United 
Methodist  Church  has  been  restored  and  is  being  preserved  by  a  group 
known  as  “The  Friends  of  Zion.” 

2-member  ‘family  church 5 
finds  new  life  with  friends 


By  GROVER  BRINKMAN 

NEW  ATHENS,  111— Zion  United 
Methodist,  the  Civil  War-era  church 
that  sits  atop  a  hill  south  of  New  Ath¬ 
ens,  about  30  miles  southeast  of  St. 
Louis,  is  back  in  the  news. 

Recognized  as  “the  smallest  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  the  nation”  when  its  con¬ 
gregation  dwindled  to  a  brother-sister 
membership  in  the  1960s,  the  quaint  lit¬ 
tle  church  is  to  be  repaired  and  pre¬ 
served  by  “The  Friends  of  Zion.” 

The  “smallest”  appendage  was 
tagged  to  it  when  its  congregation 
consisted  of  Alex  and  Pearl  Wildy, 
brother  and  sister  who  lived  on  a 
farm  about  a  mile  from  the  church. 

Their  mother  had  been  a  lifelong 
member  of  the  church,  and  just  be¬ 
fore  she  died  at  age  87,  she  made  her 
children  pledge  they  would  keep  the 
church  open. 

So,  from  the  mid-1960s  until  1984, 
services  were  held  there  each  Sunday 
morning  by  a  pastor  who  lived  at 
nearby  Marissa.  The  pastor  delivered 
a  full  sermon  to  his  two  parishioners, 
just  as  if  he  had  a  full  congregation. 

When  Pearl  Wildy  died,  Alex,  then 
in  his  80s,  offered  United  Methodist- 
related  McKendree  College  at  nearby 
Lebanon  a  unique  contract.  He  would 
deed  his  160-acre  farm  to  the  college 


in  exchange  for  a  lifelong  residency 
in  a  Methodist  retirement  home. 

College  officials  agreed,  and  today, 
Mr.  Wildy,  in  his  90s,  is  a  resident  of 
the  Methodist  Retirement  Center  at 
Lawrenceville,  Ill. 

But  before  he  turned  over  the  key 
to  his  farm  house,  he  had  an  18-foot- 
high  marble  obelisk  erected  on  the 
church  grounds  in  memory  of  the 
Wildy  family  and  the  other  pioneers 
of  the  area. 

Now  Zion  United  Methodist  Church 
and  its  artifacts  are  the  property  of  the 
newly-formed  “Friends  of  Zion,”  a  non¬ 
profit  group  created  to  protect  the 
church  and  its  cemetery.  The  building 
has  been  repaired  inside  and  out. 

Luckily,  artifacts  inside  the  rural 
building  were  preserved  before  van¬ 
dals  could  strike.  An  organ,  a  piano,  a 
pot-bellied  stove,  kerosene  wall 
lamps,  an  altar  made  of  walnut  wood, 
and  the  straight-backed  pews  are  all 
considered  collectors’  items. 

Zion  was  officially  organized  in 
1860,  but  due  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War  in  1861,  the  building  was  not 
completed  until  eight  years  later.  Not 
long  afterward,  the  Wildy  family  be¬ 
came  the  backbone  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Brinkman  is  a  freelance  writer 
from  Columbia,  III. 


Consolations  follow  air  crashes 

UMC  chaplains ,  others  provide  comfort  in  Germany ,  America 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodist  ministers  joined  cler¬ 
ics  from  other  denominations  in  offering 
spiritual  comfort  to  people  involved  in  two 
aircraft  accidents  last  week. 

Maj.  Donald  M.  Zimmerman,  the  only 
United  Methodist-endorsed  chaplain  at 
Ramstein  AiT  Force  Base  in  West  Ger¬ 
man,  told  the  Reporter  he  was  counsel¬ 
ing  people  who  witnessed  the  Aug.  28 
crash  of  three  Italian  stunt  jets  during  an 
air  show  at  the  base. 

In  Texas,  at  least  six  United  Methodist 
pastors  prayed  and  talked  with  survivors 
and  their  relatives  following  the  Aug.  31 
crash  of  a  Delta  Air  Lines  jet  at  Dallas- 
Fort  Worth  International  Airport. 

Another  United  Methodist  minister  di¬ 
rected  chaplaincy  efforts  at  the  hospital 
where  64  of  the  95  Delta  crash  survivors 
were  treated. 

51  killed  in  West  Germany 

In  West  Germany,  at  least  51  people 
were  killed  and  some  500  others  injured 
when  one  of*  the  three  Italian  air  force 
jets  slammed  into  the  ground  and 
sprayed  burning  jet  fuel  into  a  crowd  of 
nearly  300,000  people. 

The  accident  happened  after  the  three 
planes,  part  of  a  precision  Italian  flying 
team,  collided  while  doing  low-level  ma¬ 
neuvers  over  the  crowd. 

Back  to  school 


Mr.  Zimmerman,  a  U.S.  Air  Force  offi¬ 
cer,  said  he  had  visited  nine  American 
burn  victims  Aug.  31  at  nearby  Land- 
stulh  Army  Medical  Center.  Six  of  those 
were  later  transferred  to  the  burn  unit  at 
Brooke  Army  Medical  Center,  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas. 

The  chaplain  said  he  had  heard  that 
Americans  accounted  for  only  about  one 
in  25  of  the  injured  spectators.  No  Air 
Force  personnel  assigned  to  the  Ram¬ 
stein  base  had  been  killed,  although  the 
wife  and  child  of  one  airman  had  died. 

"Everybody’s  in  a  state  of  shock,”  Mr. 
Zimmerman  said  of  the  atmosphere  at 
the  air  base.  “People  are  asking,  ‘Why 
was  I  spared?’  ” 

Mr.  Zimmerman  said  he  is  working 
with  about  25  other  Army  and  Air  Force 
chaplains  at  Ramstein  and  Landstuhl  to 
help  survivors  answer  those  questions. 

“We  are  encouraging  people  to  talk,  to 
work  through  their  grief,”  Mr.  Zimmer¬ 
man  said.  “We  are  concentrating  on 
God’s  love.  They  are  not  cursing  God  for 
taking  these  lives.” 

Personal  faith  is  sustaining  many  of  the 
Air  Force  cooks,  clerks  and  other  adminis¬ 
trative  personnel  assigned  to  handle  the 
charred  remains  of  people  killed  in  the 
fireball  of  jet  fuel,  the  chaplain  said. 

“Many  of  them  [body  handlers]  speak  of 
their  great  faith  in  God,”  he  said.  “They 
say  their  faith  helps  them  remember  that 


the  spirit  of  the  person  who  is  now  just  a 
hunk  of  chaired  flesh  is  not  there.” 

In  Texas,  59  ministers  responded  when 
they  heard  that  a  Delta  jet  had  crashed  on 
takeoff,  said  the  Rev.  Luke  Miranda,  chief 
chaplain  at  the  Dallas-Fort  Worth  airport. 

Some  went  to  the  crash  site;  some 
went  to  the  Delta  terminal  to  wait  with 
relatives;  and  some  went  to  a  nearby  ho¬ 
tel  to  aid  mental  health  workers  counsel¬ 
ing  survivors  and  their  families,  the 
Roman  Catholic  priest  said. 

The  Rev.  Roy  T.  Bassett,  pastor  of  St. 
Paul  United  Methodist  Church  in  nearby 
Hurst,  Texas,  was  one  of  the  first  minis¬ 
ters  to  sign  in  to  offer  assistance  at  the 
Delta  terminal. 

Because  relatively  few  people  died  in 
the  Aug.  31  crash,  he  said,  the  35  minis¬ 
ters  at  the  terminal  didn’t  face  the  influx 
of  distraught  family  members  that  they 
had  in  1985  when  another1  Delta  crash 
killed  137. 

Fewer  than  20  relatives  and  just  a  few 
of  the  survivors  came  to  the  “family 
room"  set  up  by  Delta,  said  Mr.  Bassett, 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  airport  chaplaincy  service. 

Ministers  and  priests  at  the  terminal 
provided  a  spiritual  presence  for  family 
members  and  Delta  employees,  he  said. 

“It  was  not  unlike  going  into  the  home 
of  a  parishioner  in  any  other  emergen¬ 


cy,”  Mr.  Bennett  said.  “The  only  differ¬ 
ence  was  we  didn’t  know  these  people.” 

The  ministers  prayed  with  survivors 
and  relatives  and  affirmed  whatever 
prayers  they  were  lifting,  he  said. 

Eight  serve  at  hospital 

The  Rev.  Eric  Smith,  senior  chaplain 
at  Harris  Methodist-HEB  Hospital  in 
Hurst,  worked  with  an  eight-minister 
team  to  aid  relatives  of  crash  victims 
treated  there. 

He  said  he  stationed  the  eight  volun¬ 
teer  ministers,  including  four  United 
Methodists,  where  they  could  meet  fam¬ 
ily  members  arriving  at  the  hospital  or 
be  available  to  provide  pastoral  counsel¬ 
ing  for  people  seeking  information  about 
survivors  by  telephone. 

Meanwhile,  he  and  the  hospital’s  other 
full-time  chaplain  helped  survivors  in 
the  emergency  room. 

“Many  patients  wanted  to  talk  to  a 
minister,"  he  said.  “They  felt  spiritually 
attuned  because  they  had  just  gone 
through  a  life-and-death  experience. 

“Some  said  it  was  a  miracle  that  they 
survived  or  that  God  must  really  care  for 
them.  Some  were  grieving  because  they 
had  heard  someone  they  knew  had  died. 

“Members  of  the  flight  crew  kept  going 
over  what  they  could  have  done  different¬ 
ly.  They  had  a  sense  of  responsibility  even 
though  they  were  in  shock.” 


148  selected  UM  pastors  attend  first  Academy  for  Preaching 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Improved  preaching 
was  the  goal  of  148  United  Methodist 
pastors  attending  the  recent  first  Acade¬ 
my  for  Preaching. 

Sponsored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  the  academy  is  a  two-year, 
colleague-based  study  involving  selected 
pastors  nominated  by  their  conference 
boards  of  ordained  ministry. 

Participants  represented  50  annual 
conferences,  30  seminaries  and  every 
major  ethnic  group.  Twenty  percent  of 
participants  were  women. 

To  be  invited  to  the  academy,  each 
pastor  had  to  undergo  a  rigorous  selec¬ 
tion  process  including  an  audiotape  of  a 
sermon. 

Candidates  were  selected  on  the  basis 
of  their  commitment  to  preaching  and 
their  potential  for  leadership,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Thomas  A.  (Andy)  Langford, 
assistant  general  secretary  for  the 
board’s  Section  on  Worship. 

A  concert  by  country  music  singer 
Don  Schlitz,  followed  by  a  question-and- 
answer  session,  was  a  popular  feature. 

“Preaching  is  as  much  an  art  as  song¬ 
writing  or  storytelling,”  said  the  Rev. 
Michael  Williams,  director  of  preaching 
for  the  Section  on  Worship  and  an  origi¬ 
nator  of  the  academy  concept. 

“This  program  is  not  just  academic  . . . 
we  brought  in  poets,  storytellers  and 


songwriters  ...  to  deal  with  the  whole 
person.” 

Specific  tips  on  preaching  and  sermon 
preparation  were  offered  by  the  Rev. 
Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.  of  Dallas,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  St.  Luke’s  Community  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Pointing  out  the  difference  between 
writing  for  the  ear  and  for  the  eye,  he 
said  he  “talks”  his  sermons  onto  the 
page. 

He  encouraged  the 
pastors  to  establish 
eye  contact  with  ev¬ 
ery  member  of  the 
congregation,  start 
the  sermon  slowly 

and  with  the  i°west 

comfortable  voice. 

register  and  build 
Zan  W.  Holmes  Jr.  momentum,  strive 
for  “psychological  movement,”  and  be 
sure  that  body  language  relates  to  the 
spoken  message. 

Dr.  Holmes  urged  the  pastors  to  close 
their  sermons  with  invitations  to  Chris¬ 
tian  discipleship. 

"It  has  made  all  the  difference  in  my 
preaching,”  Dr.  Holmes  said.  “Our  mem¬ 
bership  at  St.  Luke’s  went  from  300  to 
2,500.  God  enabled  something  to  happen 
in  me,  and  my  expectations  rose  to  a  new 
level.” 

Other  guest  speakers  offering  tips  on 


preaching  and  demonstrating  their  own 
skills  were  the  Rev.  Heather  Murray  El¬ 
kins,  chaplain  at  Drew  University,  Madi¬ 
son,  N.J.,  and  the  Rev.  Fred  B.  Craddock, 
professor  of  preaching  and  New  Testa¬ 
ment  at  Candler  School  of  Theology,  At¬ 
lanta. 

Other  leaders  included  a  Presbyterian 
pastor,  a  poet  and  storyteller,  an  author 


of  Christian  books,  and  several  Board  of 
Discipleship  staff  members. 

Academy  participants  will  meet  next 
in  Israel  Jan.  24-Feb.  1  to  study  the  cul¬ 
tural  and  historical  world  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

A  second  academy  is  planned  to  begin 
in  August  1989.  More  than  200  names 
have  been  placed  in  nomination. 


Debate:  where  have  all  the  UMMen  gone? 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— The  ratio  of  women  to 
men  in  local  United  Methodist  churches 
is  a  subject  for  debate  in  the  September 
issue  of  “Circuit  Rider”  magazine. 

In  the  article,  "The  Vanishing  Men  in 
the  United  Methodist  Church,”  the  Rev. 

I  Lyle  Schaller  of  Naperville,  Ill.,  points  to 
I  what  he  calls  the  "feminization”  of  local 
churches  and  ties  the  membership  de- 
1  cline  with  the  increase  in  the  percentage 
of  female  parishioners. 

“Circuit  Rider”  is  a  publication  of  The 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville.  The  Rev.  Keith  I.  Pohl  is  edi- 
|  tor. 

I  Mr.  Schaller— a  United  Methodist  and 
!  a  parish  consultant  for  the  Yokefellow 
Institute  in  Richmond,  Ind.— also  gives 
examples  of  types  of  congregations  he 
believes  successfully  attract  men. 

,  The  author  told  United  Methodist 


News  Service  he  believes  the  imbalance 
of  male  and  female  membership,  which 
began  about  1960,  should  be  a  concern 
for  United  Methodists. 

“I  assume  the  church  would  like  to 
reach  men,”  he  said.  “It  already  reaches 
women.” 

In  Mr.  Schaller’s  opinion,  men  and 
women  seek  different  avenues  of  church 
participation.  For  example,  he  noted, 
more  women  than  men  attend  Bible 
study  classes. 

It  is  “critical  ...  to  create  places  in 
the  church  where  men  feel  wanted  and 
feel  needed,”  he  explained. 

He  pointed  out  that  many  local 
churches  have  women’s  organizations 
but  no  corresponding  men’s  organiza¬ 
tions. 

“The  staffing  today,  I  think,  is  increas¬ 
ingly  oriented  toward  reaching  women 


and  children  in  programming,”  he  added. 

Mr.  Schaller  said  his  research  has 
shown  that  men  tend  to  be  drawn  to  new 
churches,  which  often  have  a  younger 
congregation  and  more  nearly  equal 
male-female  ratio.  But  he  said  he  does 
not  believe  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  made  new  churches  a  priority. 

The  magazine  printed  responses  to  Mr. 
Schaller’s  viewpoint  by  Barbara  E. 
Campbell,  an  assistant  general  secretary 
for  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
and  James  H.  Snead,  head  of  the  Division 
of  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Ms.  Campbell  said  she  found  the  arti¬ 
cle  flawed  by  generalizations  and  lack  of 
documentation.  She  told  United  Method¬ 
ist  News  Service  that  it  is  representative 
of  a  “blame-the-victim  syndrome.” 

While  women  may  be  represented  in 


larger  numbers,  men  still  retain  the 
power,  according  to  Ms.  Campbell. 

She  said  the  clergy  has  a  dispropor¬ 
tionate  voice  in  leadership:  “The  leader¬ 
ship  pattern  ...  is  constitutionally  biased 
in  favor  of  men.” 

While  it  is  important  for  both  men  and 
women  to  respond  to  the  faith,  “the  out¬ 
reach  and  mission  of  the  church”  is  not 
dependent  on  specific  percentages,  she 
pointed  out. 

In  her  response,  Ms.  Campbell  noted 
that  people  have  different  needs  and  re¬ 
turn  to  congregations  where  they  receive 
“hope,  spiritual  uplift  and  meaningful  in¬ 
volvement.” 

Mr.  Snead  said  special  attention  has 
been  paid  in  the  past  few  years  to  men’s 
ministry  and  that  United  Methodist  Men 
organizations  have  been  reinforced  by 
the  Board  of  Discipleship. 


THANK  YOU! 

“Call  to  Action”  Generates  53,317  Responses 

Every  one  of  the  fifty  states  was  represented.  Responses 
came  from  a  broad  cross-section  of  lay  persons,  as  well  as  from 
a  notable  number  of  clergy  persons.  Letters  were  received  from 
administrative  boards,  United  Methodist  Women’s  units,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Youth  Fellowships,  United  Methodist  Men's 
groups,  Sunday  school  classes,  and  work  area  commissions.  In¬ 
dividuals  from  every  age  group  responded,  the  youngest  letter 
writer  being  a  fifteen  year-old  girl,  and  the  oldest  respondent  a 
ninety-two  year-old  retired  pastor! 

The  jurisdictional  statistics  for  the  responses  are  as  follows: 


Jurisdiction 

North  Central 
Northeastern 
South  Central 
Southeastern 
Western 


12/31/88 

Membership 

1,946,891 

1,805,796 

1,911,444 

2,901,288 

517,371 


Total 
Responses 

15,058 

7,584 

13,369 

15,290 

2,016 


% 

Membership 

.77 

.42 

.70 

.53 

.39 


Twenty-seven  church  groups  sent  their  letters  by  Federal  Ex¬ 
press  mail,  in  order  to  have  their  responses  recorded  prior  to 
the  General  Conference!  Of  the  53,317  responses,  only  113 
were  opposed  to  the  Houston  Declaration.  Over  and  over  again, 
individuals  expressed  their  relief  and  joy  in  having  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  voice  their  feelings  and  convictions  about  their  faith  and 
about  their  church. 

Indeed,  each  person  can  make  a  difference;  and  the  Call  to 
Action  has  made  a  difference  in  helping  to  determine  the  direc¬ 
tion  that  The  United  Methodist  Church  will  take  in  the  new 
quadrennium. 

THANK  YOU! 

The  Call  To  Action  Steering  Committee  and  Signers 

Ad  sponsored  by:  The  Steering  Committee-A  Call  To  Action,  P.O.  Box  244, 
Spirit  Lake,  Iowa  51360. 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


SEPTEMBER  9,  1988 


Chautauqua  conference  finds  religion  essential  to  families 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

CHAUTAUQUA,  N.Y.-Religious  faith 
is  both  inescapable  and  essential  for 
American  families. 

That  message  emerged  subtly  but 
clearly  last  month  as  the  Chautauqua  In¬ 
stitution  sponsored  its  second  weeklong 
conference  on  American  families. 

For  those  who  know  Chautauqua’s  his¬ 
tory  of  diversity  and  free  speech,  it  was 
a  typical  topic  on  a  typical  week.  The 
114-year-old  institution  was  started  by 
Methodists  as  a  non-denominational 
training  site  for.  Sunday  school  teachers 
but  quickly  expanded  to  emphasize  reli¬ 
gion.  education,  arts  and  recreation. 

The  cast  of  speakers  on  American 
families— most  of  whom  made  no  explic¬ 
it  references  to  religious  faith— included 
four  veterans  from  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment;  the  boyish-looking,  41-year-old 
governor  of  Arkansas;  a  wisecracking, 
confessedly  born-again  psychologist 
from  Arizona;  and  a  minister  who  holds 
the  second  highest  elected  office  in  her 
mainline  Protestant  denomination. 

Missing  from  the  speakers’  rostrum 
were  ethnic  minority  persons,  youths  and 
senior  citizens. 

Chautauqua  follows  pattern 

The  Chautauqua  pattern  includes  a 
daily  early-morning  sermon  on  the 
theme  by  the  chaplain  of  the  week,  a 
late-morning  lecture  by  an  expert  on  the 
week’s  theme  (a  different  expert  each 
day)  and  a  presentation  each  afternoon 
by  a  lecturer-of-the-week  selected  by  the 
institution’s  Department  of  Religion. 

The  religious  faith  some  speakers  al¬ 
luded  to  was  not  a  sanctimonious  syrup. 


Susan  Dworkin 
.  .  .  traditions  matter 

and  the  American  families  being  spoken 
about  were  almost  anything  but  a  "work¬ 
ing  father,  homemaker  mother,  two  chil¬ 
dren  and  a  dog.” 

One  of  the  most  explicitly  religious 
statements  of  the  week,  other  than  the 
chaplains’  sermons,  came  from  play¬ 
wright/author  Susan  Dworkin,  speaking 
on  "Traditions.” 

Describing  herself  as  a  churchgoer 
who  "finds  no  comfort  there,”  she  de¬ 
clared,  “I  am  a  godless  woman,  and  I  say 
this  with  more  than  a  little  regret.  But  I 
do  believe  that  any  parent  who  believes 
a  child  can  be  raised  without  a  sense  of 
belonging  to  a  religious  and  ethnic  com¬ 
munity  risks  their  loneliness,  their  inse¬ 
curity,  even  their  emotional  stability  in 
later  life.” 


Kevin  Leman 
.  .  .  teach  children  values 

Religious  tradition,  she  explained, 
"pulls  at  all  of  us,  no  matter  how  far  we 
have  strayed.” 

Traditions  of  all  kinds  cement  fam¬ 
ilies,  the  Jewish  writer  said,  adding  wry¬ 
ly,  “Let's  face  it,  if  it  were  not  for 
Christmas,  at  least  half  of  the  families 
would  never  go  home.” 

Another  morning's  lecturer  was  Gloria 
Steinem,  former  editor  of  "Ms.”  maga¬ 
zine  and,  at  54,  one  of  the  feminist  move¬ 
ment’s  seemingly  ageless  models. 

Ms.  Steinem  defined  “family”  as  “any 
unit  of  people  who  make  a  loving  and 
nurturing  long-term  commitment  to  one 
another.  . . .  Families  are  chosen  as  well 
as  born.” 

Given  that  definition,  she  described 
the  family  also  as  “a  microcosm  of  the 
universe”  and  said  that  the  Golden  Rule 


Africa  university 

Meeting  in  Zimbabwe  takes  formal,  decisive  turn 


Gov.  Bill  Clinton 

.  .  .  government  not  savior 

still  works  best  “except  for  sadists  and 
masochists.” 

Ms.  Steinem,  working  on  a  book  on 
ethics,  added  that  self-esteem  is  the  in¬ 
ner  core  of  ethics  and  said  “without  self¬ 
esteem,  the  Golden  Rule  won't  work.” 

Stepfamilies  becoming  the  norm 

“Stepfamily”  was  the  lecture  theme  of 
journalist  Jeannette  Lofas.  A  stepparent 
herself,  she  said  census  statisticians  pre¬ 
dict  that  the  stepfamily  will  be  the 
American  majority  by  1990. 

As  if  that  were  not  unsettling  enough 
to  family  traditionalists,  she  added  that 
two-thirds  of  stepfamilies  “break  up.” 

“The  stepfamily  does  not  and  will  not 
function  as  an  intact  family,”  she  said. 
“The  children  are  not  yours,  and  they 
never  will  be,  but  they  can  become  your 
psychological  children.” 


Ms.  Lofas  was  one  of  several  speakers 
insisting  that  “we  need  to  bring  grand¬ 
parents  back  into  family  settings.” 

She  was  also  one  of  several  who  said 
that  a  child— any  child— “needs  someone 
to  love  him  irrationally,  to  say,  'I  accept 
you  for  what  you  are.’  ”  That  loving  per¬ 
son,  speakers  agreed,  need  not  necessar¬ 
ily  be  either  a  parent  or  a  grandparent. 

Lettie  Cottin  Pogrebin,  current  editor 
of  “Ms.”  magazine,  gave  this  model  for 
parenting  during  her  lecture:  “Try  to  be¬ 
come  the  kind  of  parent  you  wish  you 
had  had.” 

Arkansas  Gov.  Bill  Clinton,  the  week’s 
lead-off  speaker,  described  the  three 
greatest  challenges  to  American  fam¬ 
ilies  as:  (1)  poverty,  (2)  mothers  in  the 
work  force  and  (3)  the  changing  struc¬ 
ture  of  family  life. 

Government’s  role  in  meeting  those 
challenges  is  as  neither  a  savior  nor  a 
spectator  but  as  a  catalyst  and  partner, 
he  said. 

As  “musts"  in  that  partnership,  he  list¬ 
ed:  (1)  help  more  babies  be  healthy,  (2) 
form  decent  systems  of  child  care  and  (3) 
work  out  better  partnerships  with  busi¬ 
nesses  for  child  care. 

‘Authoritative’  parents  needed 

Psychologist  Kevin  Leman  from  Ari¬ 
zona  kept  his  afternoon  lecture  audi¬ 
ences  chuckling  with  asides  about 
children,  calling  them  “those  little  ankle 
biters”  and  “crown  princes.” 

His  formula  for  best  parenting  is  nei¬ 
ther  permissive  nor  authoritarian  but 
"authoritative.” 

“You  have  a  God-given  right,”  he  in¬ 
sisted.  “to  teach  your  children  what  your 
values  are.” 

The  chaplain  of  the  week,  the  Rev.  Clau¬ 


dia  Grant,  deputy  general  minister  of  the 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  said 
the  church  has  the  opportunity  to  present 
family  models  that  include  all  people 
“without  tests  of  doctrine.” 

"We  respect  the  right  of  God  to  deter¬ 
mine  God’s  own  family,"  she  said,  “and 
we  rejoice  that  God  has  included  each  of 
us  in  the  family  of  faith.” 

In  Chautauqua  tradition,  evenings  in¬ 
cluded  three  concerts  and  an  opera  by 
resident  ensembles,  a  production  of 
Shakespeare’s  “The  Taming  of  the 
Shrew”  by  a  company  from  Pittsburgh, 
the  American  premiere  of  a  Brish  dra¬ 
ma  depicting  a  dysfunctional  British 
family  in  19th  century  India,  and  a  con¬ 
cert  by  jazz  trumpeter  Chuck  Mangione. 

Founded  by  two  Methodists 

The  Chautauqua  Institution,  which 
gets  its  name  from  the  western  New 
York  lake  on  whose  shores  it  sits,  was 
founded  in  1874  by  two  Methodist  men— 
layman  Lewis  Miller  and  Bishop  John 
Heyl  Vincent. 

Chautauqua-like  locations— many  un¬ 
der  Methodist  ownership— sprang  up 
around  the  turn  of  the  century,  as  did  en¬ 
tertainment  troupes  traveling  so-called 
“Chautauqua  circuits.”  A  few  of  the  for¬ 
mer  continue  with  United  Methodist  ties. 

New  York’s  “mother"  Chautauqua  In¬ 
stitution  hosts  about  50,000  ticketbuyers 
during  its  nine-week  summer  season. 

The  1,000-acre  grounds  contain  year- 
round  homes  for  some  500  citizens,  and 
the  institution's  permanent  buildings  in¬ 
clude  Hurlbut  Memorial  Church,  non-de- 
nominational  in  service  but  included 
among  appointment  locations  of  the 
United  Methodist  Western  New  York  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NASHVILLE— Plans  for  the  start-up 
of  United  Methodism's  first  university  in 
Africa  took  a  more  formal  and  decisive 
turn  recently  in  Zimbabwe  during  a 
meeting  of  church  officials  and  members 
of  a  Zimbabwean  commission  studying 
the  nation’s  higher  education  needs. 

Meanwhile  a  “master  plan”  for  build¬ 
ing  and  funding  the  university  at  Old  Mu- 
tare,  Zimbabwe,  will  be  reviewed  by  top 
United  Methodist  officials  this  fall  and 
presented  to  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Africa  University’s  governing  board 
in  October  at  Old  Mutare. 

Recently,  a  team  representing  United 
Methodism's  higher  education  agency 
met  with  a  special  commission  mandat¬ 
ed  earlier  this  year  by  Zimbabwean 
President  Robert  Mugabe  to  examine  the 
role  of  the  United  Methodist  university 
in  the  overall  higher  education  plan  for 


the  southwest  African  nation. 

In  an  interview  Sept.  1,  the  Rev.  Roger 
Ireson.  chief  executive  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
board,  said  conversations  between  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  the  Zim¬ 
babwean  government  have  become  more 
“formalized,"  and  support  for  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  first  institution  of  higher 
education  in  sub-Sahara  Africa  among 
Zimbabweans  is  on  the  rise. 

Up  to  now  conversations  have  been  in¬ 
formal,  with  correspondence  between 
Dr.  Ireson  and  Dzingai  Mutumbuka,  Zim¬ 
babwean  minister  of  higher  education. 

In  the  first  meeting  of  the  United 
Methodist  representatives  and  President 
Mugabe's  commission,  Dr.  Ireson  said 
the  church  representatives  answered  “in¬ 
tense”  questions  concerning  governance 
of  and  the  denomination's  commitment 
to  the  Africa  university. 


"They  were  pleased  to  hear  that  the 
idea  for  the  university  was  initiated  by 
African  United  Methodists  and  that  it 
will  serve  students  in  Zimbabwe  and 
from  all  over  Africa,”  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

“Most  importantly,  we  told  them  that 
the  church  is  committed  financially  and 
spiritually  to  the  school.  The  wanted  to 
know  that  we  would  not  leave  it  as  a  li¬ 
ability  to  the  people  of  Zimbabwe,  but 
would  support  it.” 

He  said  local  support  for  the  universi¬ 
ty  is  running  strong,  with  the  city  council 
of  Mutare  sending  an  official  letter  to 
the  commission  asking  for  approval  of 
the  United  Methodist  university. 

The  commission  will  report  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Mugabe  in  late  December,  and  he 
will  meet  executives  of  the  Africa  uni¬ 
versity  in  October— the  first  such  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  president  about  the 
university. 


the  church  today 


Videotape  aims  to  help 
large-membership  churches 

NASHVILLE— Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  and  its 
senior  pastor  are  featured  in  a  new  vid¬ 
eotape  designed  to  help  ministers  of 
large  congregations.  * 

The  60-minute  production,  called  “Lead¬ 
ing  the  Large  Membership  Church;  The  Se¬ 
nior  Pastor,”  was  released  in  August  by 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

The  videotape  focuses  on  the  outreach 
ministries  of  the  7,300-member  Tulsa  con¬ 
gregation  and  on  the  Rev.  Mouzon  Biggs 
Jr.'s  view  of  the  qualities  required  to  be 
the  church’s  “chief  executive  officer.” 


Copies  of  “Leading  the  Large  Member¬ 
ship  Church"  are  being  distributed  by  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  to  pastors  of  all 
large-membership  United  Methodist  con¬ 
gregations. 

Inquiries  about  the  video  may  be  direct¬ 
ed  to  David  Kerr  or  Robert  Paul  at  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nash¬ 
ville,  Term.  37202. 


‘Severely-disabled’  Peggy  Railey 
life  expectancy  ‘almost  normal’ 

DALLAS  (UMR)— Margaret  "Peggy" 
Railey.  the  United  Methodist  minister's 
wife  who  was  strangled  nearly  to  death 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  “bringing  the  good  news.”  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  “good  news” 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  “in-house  newsletter,”  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact;  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 


April  21,  1987,  is  likely  to  live  for  many 
years  but  is  “severely  disabled”  and  may 
never  recover  from  the  assault. 

Dr.  William  Parker,  medical  director 
at  Baylor  Institute  for  Rehabilitation, 
made  those  observations  Sept.  2  after 
Mrs.  Railey,  39,  ended  six  weeks  of  inten¬ 
sive  therapy  at  the  hospital. 

Although  the  patient  “made  progress,” 
Dr.  Parker  said,  she  “at  no  time  (has) 
made  any  kind  of  communications  ef¬ 
fort.”  He  added  that  her  life  expectancy 
could  be  "almost  normal’’— another  25- 
30  years. 

Mrs.  Railey  was  returned  Sept.  1  to  the 
Tyler,  Texas,  nursing  home  where  she 
has  been  cared  for  since  June  1987. 

Dr.  Parker  said  the  six-week  therapy 
was  paid  for  by  insurance.  In  June, 
members  of  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference  voted  to  continue  Mrs.  Rai- 
ley’s  insurance  coverage  for  another 
year.  Her  husband.  Walker  Railey, 
served  in  the  conference  until  surrender¬ 
ing  his  credentials  last  year. 


Gulfside  holds  special  place 

11V 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

WAVELAND,  Miss.— “Gulfside”  is 
a  special  place  among  black  United 
Methodists. 

What  today  is  Gulfside  United 
Methodist  Assembly  was  once  the 
only  educational  and  recreational 
meeting  ground  open  to  blacks  in  the 
Wesleyan  tradition. 

That  was  true  some  64  years  ago, 
when  Jim  Crow  laws  (segregation) 
and  other  racial  injustices  prevented 
black  Methodists  from  using  other  re¬ 
treat  centers  throughout  the  country. 

Gulfside  began  on  the  shores  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  as  “Gulfside  Chautau¬ 
qua  and  Camp  Meeting  ground  for  our 
people  in  the  South,"  according  to  a 
report  to  the  1924  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Gulfside  was  a  national  center  for 
continuing  education  for  black  Meth¬ 
odist  clergy  and  laity. 

But  when  the  Evangelical  United 
Brethren  and  Methodist  churches 
merged  in  1968,  the  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  the  separate  governing  structure 
for  black  Methodists,  was  dissolved. 

Blacks  were  able  to  go  to  assembly 
grounds  in  their  annual  conferences 


Partnership 
in  Missions 
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IVo  gift  too  small 

or  jurisdictional  areas,  and  Gulfside 
was  all  but  forgotten. 

Realizing  Gulfside’s  historic  value, 
United  Methodists  in  Mississippi 
pulled  together  to  raise  the  funds  to 
renovate  its  facilities.  They  were  soon 
joined  by  church  members  in  Texas 
and  Louisiana,  and  a  national  cam¬ 
paign  was  started  to  save  Gulfside. 

Today,  Gulfside  Assembly,  a  140-acre 
retreat  center  along  the  Gulf  shore,  is 
valued  at  more  than  $1  million. 

Bishop  Ernest  T.  Dixon  (San  Antonio, 
Texas,  Area),  chairman  of  the  institu¬ 
tion’s  board  j)f  trustees,  said  Gulfside 
will  always  be  remembered  as  “an  oa¬ 
sis  for  blacks  in  a  huge  desert.” 

Gulfside  was  the  dream  of  Bishop 
Robert  W.  Jones  (New  Orleans  Area), 
the  first  black  elected  a  general  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  Church.  He  wanted  to  create  a 
“religious  resort"  for  black  people. 

The  bishop  challenged  14  Methodist 
ministers  and  laypeople  in  1923  to 
raise  the  money  for  land  through 
“penny  clubs.” 

"I  remember  Bishop  Jones  telling 
them,  ‘If  everybody  gave  a  penny  a 
day,’  we  can  raise  this  money  in  no 
time,’  ’’  said  Rometta  Roberts,  whose 
late  husband,  the  Rev.  S.G.  Roberts, 
was  one  of  the  ministers  challenged. 

Now  a  member  of  St.  Rock  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Waveland,  Miss., 
Mrs.  Roberts  told  the  Reporter  that 
“in  no  time,"  those  14  leaders  raised 
$4,000  to  buy  300  acres  and  lease  an¬ 
other  316  acres. 

Gifts  to  support  Gulfside  assembly 
today  can  be  sent  to  conference  trea¬ 
surers  and  designated  for  "Gulfside  As¬ 
sembly  Program,’’  Advance  No. 
761337-2,  or  “Gulfside  Assembly  Capi¬ 
tal  Renovation,”  Advance  No.  761335-0. 


PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Rometta  Roberts 
.  .  .  remembers  1920s  fundraising 

Historic  inn 
remodeled 

Reporter  Staff  Special 
WAVELAND,  Miss.— At  least  200 
United  Methodists  representing  the 
Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Texas  an¬ 
nual  conference  contributed  close  to 
$5,000  to  Gulfside  United  Methodist 
Assembly  last  month. 

The  offering  was  collected  during 
the  Aug.  20  consecration  service  for 
the  remodeled  Longmore  Inn. 

Renovation  of  the  historic  three- 
story  building,  named  for  a  Gulfside 
benefactor,  cost  $400,000.  The  money 
came  from  special  gifts  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  inn  contains  a  dining  room, 
kitchen,  lounge,  conference  and  meet¬ 
ing  rooms  and  35  bedrooms. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Blacks  given  evangelism  formula: 
vision,  variety  in  sharing  Gospel 


,  214/630-6495 

CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 

YOUTH  MINISTER.  EXPERIENCED  Jl^.yOO- 
$22,000.  Health  insurance;  hou'w.g,  allowance.  Send 
resume  attention:  Dawn  Percival,  Aldersgate  UMC, 
6501  E.  Hwy.  6  Bypass,  College  Station.  TX  77840. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  DROP-IN  CENTER 
Skills:  Bible  teaching,  administrative,  recreational 
and  counseling-  Commitment  to  evangelical,  city 
youth  ministry.  Minimum  salary  package  of 
$18,000.  Send  resume  to:  M.  Petrarca,  Crossfire 
Ministries.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  243.  Butler.  PA  16003. 

ment  for  rehearsal  and  services  and  assists  direc¬ 
tor  of  music  in  implementing  all  phases  of 
ministry  of  music.  Salary  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Ninety-five  rank,  four  manual  Aeo- 
lian-Skinner  organ  (1956).  Submit  resume  and  ref¬ 
erences  to:  Dr.  Donald  F.  Jensen,  Director  of 
Music,  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  222  NW 

15,  Oklahoma  City.  OK  73103  by  October  1. 

TURNER’S  COTTAGE  LODGING  with  full  break¬ 
fast.  Downtown  historic  Jefferson,  TX  Special  occa¬ 
sions  celebrated  Six-generation  Methodist  family. 
$50  to  $65  Steve  and  Nonie  (214)  665-8616,  665-2269 

BEST  PRICE  COMPUTERS  ’  If  you  don’t  want  to 
be  a  computer  expert  then.. Macintosh  Plus,  SE  & 

II  systems  for  desk  top  publishing  &  local  area 
networks.  Bible  study  software  also  available. 
(214)  592-6047 

DIRECTOR  MUSIC/YOUTH  NEEDED  for  alive 
1000-member  church.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Bill  Dugger.  First  United  Methodist 
Church.  2300  Ave  H,  Bay  City.  TX  77414.  Phone: 
(409)  245-4627 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  seeking  a 
director  of  Christian  education  and  youth  minis¬ 
tries  to  lead  us  in  resourcing  the  spiritual  and 
physical  needs,  wants,  goals,  and  values  of  persons 
of  all  ages.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Dr 
Richard  C  Brownfield.  201  West  North.  Decatur. 

IL  62522  (217)  423-9711. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  SMOKIES 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun.  Drawer  1138, 
Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627-6067,  627-9507 

ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  1000  -  MEMBER 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  suburb.  Contact 
Rev  Michael  R.  Jackson.  Christ  UMC,  2807  Val- 
wood  Parkway.  Farmers  Branch.  TX  75234.  Tele¬ 
phone  (214)  247-6136. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

TWO  PROVEN  FUNDING  PROGRAMS-$49.95.  In¬ 
cludes  manuals,  proof  sheets  and  copyright  release. 

For  more  information  write:  Stewardship  Systems. 

P.O  Box  532784,  Grand  Prairie,  TX  75053 

ORGANIST/ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  NEEDED 
for  2500-member  active  United  Methodist  Church 

perience  as  well  as  organ  abilities.  Full-time  posi¬ 
tion  coming  available  January  1989.  Send  resume 
to  Lee  Lallance,  Director  of  Music,  FUMC.  1126  E 
Silver  Springs  Blvd.,  Ocala.  FL  32670. 

YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  2200-MEMBER 
CHURCH.  Salary  negotiable.  Benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  before  Oct.  1  to:  Staff /Parish  Committee, 

110  E.  New  Haven  Ave.,  Melbourne,  FT  32901. 

By  JOHN  W.  COLEMAN  JR. 

United  Methodist  News  Service 

ATLANTA— More  vision  and  variety 
in  sharing  the  Gospel  of  Christ  was  the 
formula  for  evangelism  that  350  black 
local  church  leaders  received  at  the  re¬ 
cent  first  national  United  Methodist 
Black  Church  Growth  Consultation. 

Leaders  came  in  teams  from  a  cross- 
section  of  50  black  inner  city,  metropoli¬ 
tan,  small  town  and  rural  churches,  each 
representing  an  annual  conference. 

Workshops,  plenary  sessions  and  wor¬ 
ship  services  were  geared  to  the  theme, 
“Black  Pentecost:  Saving  Souls  and  Mak¬ 
ing  Disciples.” 

Teams  explored  new  methods  and  op¬ 
portunities  to  enhance  their  worship  and 
music,  Christian  education,  evangelism, 
outreach  and  mission,  and  laity  empow¬ 
erment. 

The  consultation  was  a  result  of  the 
1984  General  Conference  goal  to  double 
the  denomination's  membership  by  1992. 

Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
(BMCR)  the  church's  unofficial  black  cau¬ 
cus,  organized  and  convened  the  event 
with  leadership  and  support  from  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  and  the  general  boards  of  Disci¬ 
pleship  and  Global  Ministries. 

"We  are  losing  black  members  at  the 
highest  rate  Of  any  denomination— more 
than  140,000  since  the  dissolution  of  the 
(racially  segregated)  Central  Jurisdiction 
in  1968.”  said  Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  of 


Syracuse,  N.Y.,  in  his  keynote  message. 

Recalling  the  historic,  central  role  of 
the  black  church  as  an  anchor  that  sus¬ 
tained  its  community,  he  acknowledged 
that  that  role  has  diminished  despite  grow¬ 
ing  pain  and  alienation  in  black  communi¬ 
ties,  as  people  have  looked  elsewhere  to 
satisfy  their  needs. 

Bishop  Roy  Nichols  of  Oakland,  Calif., 
in  another  address,  recalled  the  findings  of 
a  1987  Gallup  survey,  “Religion  in  Ameri¬ 
ca.”  He  noted  the  growing  number  of  non¬ 
church  members  who  complain  that  most 
churches  seem  more  concerned  about  or¬ 
ganizational  matters  and  money  than 
about  social  and  spiritual  needs. 

“People  are  looking  for  . . .  diversity  in 
our  approach  to  our  faith,”  said  Bishop 
Nichols.  “Jesus  offered  new  approaches 
and  various  facets  of  the  same  messianic 
message  to  different  people  depending  on 
who  they  were— whether  a  prostitute,  a 
rabbi  or  a  thief— and  what  their  particular 
needs  were.” 

Alluding  to  the  need  for  variety  in  order 
to  attract  new  members,  he  added,  "If 
you're  still  offering  your  chicken  cooked 
the  same  old  way,  then  your  little  old 
church  will  always  be  a  little  old  church.” 

The  retired  episcopal  leader  has  re¬ 
searched  trends  and  characteristics 
among  growing  churches  for  a  book  to  be 
published  next  spring. 

"Churches  exist  in  a  highly  competi¬ 
tive  environment,”  he  explained.  "We 
have  to  be  more  aggressive,  more  vision¬ 


ary  and  more  sensitive  to  people’s  real 
needs  if  we’re  going  to  invite  them  to 
come  share  the  Gospel.” 

Bishop  Nichols  advised  participants  to 
offer  varieties  of  sacred  music,  including 
gospel,  anthems,  contemporary  Chris¬ 
tian  and  instrumental  music. 

He  urged  them  to  explore  new  minis¬ 
tries  for  latch-key  children  and  single- 
parent  families,  more  prayer  and 
nurturing  groups,  more  training  of  lay 
people  to  encourage  daily  one-on-one 
evangelism,  and  more  educational  pro¬ 
grams  on  a  wide  range  of  topics— from 
personal  financial  management  to  par¬ 
enting  to  marriage  enrichment. 

He  recommended  task  forces  and  ad 
hoc  groups  of  interested  persons  to  avoid 
hindering  promising  programs  and  min¬ 
istries  in  traditional  work  area  and  com¬ 
mittee  structures. 

Consultation  planners  will  report  their 
evaluations  and  other  research  data  to 
the  fall  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops,  according  to  Deborah  Bass,  consul¬ 
tant  and  coordinator  for  the  event. 

They  also  will  track  the  progress  of 
many  of  the  participating  churches  for 
two  years  and  consult  with  bishops  and 
annual  conferences  who  sent  representa¬ 
tive  teams. 

Mr.  Coleman  is  an  account  executive 
for  United  Methodist  Communications’ 
Division  of  Program  and  Benevolence  In¬ 
terpretation. 
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SPIRITUAL  DIRECTION 

Ecumenical,  part-time,  available  for  clergy,  re¬ 
ligious,  counselors,  laity  who  want  support  and 
deepening  in  their  ministries  of  spiritual  guid¬ 
ance  with  individuals  and  groups.  Graduate 
credit  from  Washington  Theological  Union  op¬ 
tional.  Special  emphasis  given  to  contemplative 
traditions.  Both  programs  include  two  11 -day 
residencies  in  Washington  as  well  as  monitored 
work  in  your  own  locale.  Residencies  for  one  of 
the  programs  will  be  in  the  winter;  for  the  other 
program  they  will  be  in  the  summer. 

Staff  includes  Tilden  Edwards,  Gerald  May,  Rose 
Mary  Dougherty,  Shaun  McCarty  and  others. 
Application  deadlines:  May  15,  1989  (winter  resi¬ 
dency),  September  1,  1989  (summer  residency) 
Shalem  Institute  for  Spiritual  Formation,  Mount  St. 
Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016.  (202)  966-7050. 
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GROUP  SPIRITUAL 
FORMATION  LEADERS 

Resources  and  support  for  leaders  of  spiritual 
formation  groups  and  retreats,  with  special  em¬ 
phasis  on  assisting  contemplative  presence  for 
active  people.  Ecumenical,  part-time,  open  to 
clergy,  religious  and  laity  who  feel  called  to  as¬ 
sist  people's  direct  presence  for  God  in  a  group 
setting  with  the  assistance  of  a  variety  of  meth¬ 
ods.  A  year-long  extension  program  including 
one  eight-day  and  one  five-day  residency,  plus 
group  leadership  in  your  own  locale. 

Staff  includes  Tilden  Edwards,  Marlene 
Maier,  Gerald  May  and  Rose  Mary  Dougherty. 
Application  deadline:  lanuary  9,  1989 
Shalem  Institute  for  Spiritual  Formation,  Mount  St. 
Alban,  Washington,  D.C.  20016.  (202)966-7050. 
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Religious  right  tilts  to  Republicans 

Protestant  evangelicals  still  love  GOP ;  mainliners  harder  to  pin  down 


By  ALBERT  J.  MENENDEZ 
Religious  News  Service 
While  many  regional  and  cultural  dif¬ 
ferences  characterize  the  evangelicals, 
they  are  seen  today  as  the  GOP’s  most 
loyal  flock. 

They  are  fiercely  conservative  on 
lifestyle  questions,  ranging  from  censor¬ 
ship  of  sexually  explicit  films  and  books, 
support  of  school  prayer  and  a  ban  on 
abortion  to  opposition  to  a  wider  role  for 
women  in  society. 

Evangelicals  cast  81  percent  of  their 
1984  vote  for  Ronald  Reagan. 

Their  support  for  Republican  senatori¬ 
al  and  congressional  candidates  topped 
70  percent  and  remained  high  in  1986. 

The  Southern  Baptist  segment  of  this 
community  is  somewhat  more  Demo¬ 
cratic,  at  least  in  races  below  the  presi¬ 
dential  level. 

Largely  responsible  for  shaping  the 
1984  and  1988  GOP  platforms,  the  evan¬ 
gelical  bloc  is  not  likely  to  divorce  the 
GOP  this  fall  even  if  the  love  affair  has 
cooled  somewhat. 

While  George  Bush’s  moderate,  quiet 
Episcopal  faith  is  somewhat  out  of  sync 
with  the  more  fervid  and  externalized 
brand  of  evangelicalism,  he  has  won 
their  respect  and  admiration  as  Ronald 
Reagan’s  loyal  VP. 

Mr.  Bush  has  gone  the  second  mile  in 
courting  religious  conservatives  and  has 
frequently  addressed  their  gatherings. 

Previously  reluctant  to  discuss  his  per- 
sohal  faith,  he  began  to  do  so  a  couple  of 
years  ago  and  even  prepared  a  videotape 
for  use  in  conservative  Christian  media. 

Sympathetic  articles  by  writer  Doug 
Weed  began  to  appear  in  evangelical 
magazines  like  Christian  Herald. 

This  wooing  paid  off  in  the  hard-fought 
primaries,  where  Mr.  Bush  handily  de- 

Scientist  predicts 
Second  Coming’s 
signal  this  week 

By  RAY  WADDLE 
Religious  News  Service 
NASHVILLE,  Tenn.— A  fundamental¬ 
ist's  prophecy  that  Sept.  12  will  signal 
Christ’s  second  coming  is  fast  spreading 
among  conservative  Christians. 

The  prophecy  is  explained  in  a  book  ti¬ 
tled  “88  Reasons  Why  the  Rapture  Will 
Be  In  1988,"  written  by  Edgar  Whisenant 
of  Little  Rock. 

The  author  is  described  as  a  former 
NASA  scientist  with  five  degrees  who 
wants  no  money  for  his  efforts  though  he 
has  spent  14  years  working  out  his  often 
complicated  theories  of  biblical  prophe¬ 
cy. 

It  is  so  convincing  to  Nashville  Chris¬ 
tian  broadcaster  Norvell  Olive  that  he 
has  paid  $200,000  to  print  2  million 
copies  to  get  the  word  out. 

“By  the  time  I  got  to  the  10th  reason,  I 
was  convinced,"  said  Mr.  Olive,  executive 
director  of  the  World  Bible  Society. 

“Now  I  feel  like  a  Navy  technician 
watching  a  radar  screen  who  suddenly 
sees  something  on  the  screen  and  has  to 
decide  whether  to  do  something  about  it 
and  tell  people  or  not.” 

Mr.  Whisenant’s  book  claims  that 
some  time  during  Rosh  Hashanah,  the 
Jewish  New  Year  that  begins  at  sunset 
Sept.  11  and  ends  Sept.  13,  faithful  believ¬ 
ers  will  be  raptured— taken  up  into  the 
air  to  meet  Christ. 

That  blessed  event,  says  the  book,  will 
be  followed  by: 

•  Signing  of  a  peace  pact  between  Is¬ 
rael  and  an  unnamed  anti-Christ  Sept.  21. 

•  The  start  of  World  War  III  Oct.  4. 

•  Seven  years  of  violent  tribulation 
culminating  in  the  "invasion  of  Jesus”  to 
win  the  battle  of  Armageddon  and  the 
conversion  of  Jews. 

•  The  establishment  of  Christ’s  1,000- 
year  reign  of  peace  in  December  1995. 

*•  A  final  battle  with  Satan  March  17, 
2999. 

•The  beginning  of  eternity  Jan.  1, 
3000  A.D. 

Mr.  Whisenant  claims  “unfakeable” 
evidence  that  1988-95  corresponds  to  the 
"70th  week  of  Daniel,"  a  seven-year  peri¬ 
od  mentioned  in  Daniel  9:24  after  which 
will  follow  “everlasting  righteousness.” 

However,  one  conservative  minister 
who  expects  the  imminent  return  of  Christ 
feels  that  the  book  is  counterproductive. 

“Though  we  believe  the  Lord  could 
come  any  time,  I’m  concerned  that  a  lot 
of  people  will  put  their  faith  in  this  book 
and  not  the  Bible,  so  when  Sept.  12  comes 
along  and  nothing  happens  it  could  de¬ 
stroy  people’s  faith,"  said  the  Rev.  A1 
Henson,  pastor  of  Lighthouse  Baptist 
Church  in  Nashville. 

An  assistant  minister  of  Lighthouse  re¬ 
cently  bought  100  copies  of  the  book  for 
distribution  at  the  church.  Excitement 
over  the  prophecies  at  the  church  prompt¬ 
ed  Mr.  Henson  to  mount  the  pulpit  to  cau¬ 
tion  against  “taking  it  to  heart.” 

The  minister  cautioned  that  “sensa¬ 
tionalists  see  everything  as  a  sign  of  the 
Lord’s  coming.  During  World  War  n, 
people  thought,  ‘This  is  it.’  During  the 
Depression,  particularly,  people  thought 
his  coming  was  near.  Paul  believed  he 
would  return  in  his  day,  too.” 

Mr.  Henson  said  he  is  concerned  that 
“this  will  be  an  opportunity  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  arena  to  laugh  at  us  again  for  not  un¬ 
derstanding  our  own  Bible." 

Mr.  Olive,  whose  World  Bible  Society 
produces  fundamentalist  broadcasts  for 
aodiences  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  China, 
said  he  has  sent  copies  of  the  book  to  ev¬ 
ery  minister  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada. 


feated  his  rivals,  including  Christian 
broadcaster  Pat  Robertson,  among  born- 
again  voters  in  almost  every  state. 

During  the  primaries,  evangelical 
Democrats  favored  Southern  Baptist  A1 
Gore.  Whether  they  will  stick  with  Mr. 
Dukakis  is  a  major  concern  among  party 
strategists  in  Dixie. 

Evangelicals  emphasize  views 

Many  evangelical  voters  seem  to 
yearn  for  an  identification  with  their 
candidate  and  feel  comfortable  with 
those  who  share  their  religious  views. 

Hence,  the  low-key  religiousness  of  the 
Dukakis-Bentsen  ticket  and  the  silence 
of  the  Democratic  platform  on  religious 
issues  are  distinct  minuses  for  the  Demo¬ 
crats  among  this  already  unfriendly  con¬ 
stituency. 

And  the  nomination  of  Indiana  Sen. 
Dan  Quayle  should  solidify  the  evangeli¬ 
cal  constituency  behind  the  Republican 
ticket.  .  *  • 

Evangelicals  are  concentrated  in  the 
lower  socio-economic  strata,  although 
many  have  prospered  in  recent  years. 
Thus,  their  support  for  the  Republicans 
is  an  example  of  voting  against  what 
might  be  considered  their  economic  self- 
interest,  the  reverse  side  of  the  upper-in¬ 
come  Jews  who  vote  Democratic. 

Voting  patterns  of  these  two  groups 
show  clearly  the  importance  of  religious 
values  in  elections. 

The  evangelical  vote  is  pivotal 
throughout  the  South  and  in  states  like 
Kentucky,  Oklahoma  and  Missouri. 

In  a  close  election  it  could  be  impor¬ 


tant  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania. 

Mainline  Protestants  make  up  a  group 
that  is  even  more  difficult  to  define  than 
the  evangelicals.  This  is  because  a  large 
chunk  rarely  attends  church  and  is  cul¬ 
turally  rather  than  personally  Protestant 
in  identification. 

These  voters  may  represent  anywhere 
from  25  to  30  percent  of  the  electorate. 

In  California,  for  example,  38  percent 
of  1984  voters  told  ABC  pollsters  that 
they  were  Protestant,  but  only  15  per¬ 
cent  were  church  members. 

The  moderate-to-liberal  Protestant  con¬ 
stituency  remains  influential  in  the  upper 
echelons  of  society,  including  Episcopa¬ 
lians  (many  of  whom  are  more  Catholic 
than  Protestant)  and  Presbyterians. 

This  constituency  also  includes  the  sol¬ 
id  United  Methodist  and  Lutheran  middle 
class.  They  are  Republican  by  tradition 
and  instinct.  Only  Lyndon  Johnson  broke 
this  pattern  in  1964. 

But  their  Republicanism  has  more  in 
common  with  the  moderate  Gerald  Ford- 
Dwight  Eisenhower  brand  than  with  Sun 
Belt  conservatism  a  la  Ronald  Reagan. 

John  Anderson  did  well  among  them  in 
1980,  but  Mr.  Reagan  was  still  the  clear 
winner  in  1980  and  1984  among  this  group. 

The  mainliners  have  been  almost  to¬ 
tally  locked  out  of  influence  in  the  Rea¬ 
gan  White  House,  which  has  been  much 
more  open  to  the  concerns  of  evangeli¬ 
cals  and  Catholics. 

The  mainliners  are  moderate  to  con¬ 
servative  on  economic  questions,  moder¬ 
ate  on  foreign  policy  but  liberal  on  social 
and  cultural  issues. 


For  example,  on  questions  like  abor¬ 
tion,  school  prayer  and  censorship,  Epis¬ 
copalians  rank  just  behind  Jews  and  the 
unchurched  in  liberal  sentiment. 

This  may  explain  why  Episcopalians 
gave  Mr.  Reagan  only  60  percent  of  their 
votes  in  1984. 

Moderates  tilting  to  Democrats 

Moderate  Protestants  are  particularly 
influential  in  the  Midwest,  in  places  like 
Iowa,  Indiana,  Kansas  and  Minnesota. 
They  are  a  major  voting  bloc  in  rural  ar¬ 
eas  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  up¬ 
per  New  England. 

While  historically  Republican,  they 
have  been  tending  Democratic  in  recent 
decades,  a  trend  that  has  accelerated 
during  President  Reagan’s  second  term. 

But  Democrats  have  a  hard  time  ap¬ 
pealing  to  them  in  presidential  races.  De¬ 
spite  their  unequivocal  rejection  of  Mr. 
Reagan’s  social  agenda,  they  still  pre¬ 
ferred  the  president  over  Walter  Mondale 
by  about  65  percent  to  35  percent. 

This  is  George  Bush’s  natural  constitu¬ 
ency,  and  he  swept  mainline  votes  in  the 
primaries,  except  in  pockets  of  Bob 
Doles'  Midwest. 

Mike  Dukakis  did  well  among  main¬ 
line  Protestant  Democrats  and  thus  has 
an  historic  opportunity  to  split  these 
votes  with  Mr.  Bush  in  November. 

Albert  J.  Menendez  is  the  former  re¬ 
search  director  of  Americans  United  for 
Separation  of  Church  and  State  and  au¬ 
thor  of  "Religion  at  the  Polls,"  published 
in  1977  by  Westminster  Press. 


ART  COURTESY  OF  R.J.  HUNTER  AND  ASSOCIATES.  ir> 

Area  churches  join  in  “ United  ”  UMC  ad  campaign 

HOPEWELL,  Pa.— Twenty  United  Methodist  Churches  in  central  Chester  County  in  southeastern  Pennsylvania  have 
united  to  advertise  their  respective  church  locations  and  service  hours  in  a  common  newspaper  ad.  The  "l/niied-Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church”  advertisement  ran  for  the  first  time  July  12  with  18  churches.  Two  others  joined  later.  “It  at¬ 
tracted  attention  as  the  largest  ad  in  that  section  of  the  newspaper  and  helped  make  the  various  United  Methodist 
churches  appear  more  united,"  said  Ray  Hunter,  an  advertising  agency  owner  and  chairperson  of  Hopewell  UMC’s 
advertising  committee.  He  volunteered  his  agency’s  services  to  prepare  the  camera-ready  artwork  and  indicated 
his  willingness  to  do  so  for  other  churches  for  a  reasonable  fee. 

Dear  Deborah 

Query  strikes  common  chord  with  readers 


Dear  Readers: 

The  letter  from  Maureen,  who  was 
feeling  a  need  for  a  closer  relation¬ 
ship  with  God.  which  didn't  seem  to 
be  met  by  church  work,  touched  off 
more  mail  than  any  other  column 
since  I  began  last  January. 

Those  of  you  who  are  older  proba¬ 
bly  have  noticed  that  your  needs 
changed  as  your  life  situation 
changed. 

Young  parents  and  families  look 
for  things  in  a  church  different  from 
those  a  midlife  couple  looks  for,  and 
that  is  different  yet  from  the  needs 
of  retirees  and  the  elderly. 


However,  if  you  are  not  moving 
but  wanting  to  stay  in  your  home 
church,  you  may  very  well  have  to 
take  the  initiative  in  creating  new 
groups  or  classes  that  will  address 
your  needs. 

God  created  us  to  grow,  learn  and 
become  throughout  all  of  our  life¬ 
time,  and  that  need  cannot  be  stifled. 

If  churches  don't  allow  those  who 
grow  into  new  needs  to  find  a  new 
niche  in  the  congregation,  we  often 
lose  them,  either  to  another  congre¬ 
gation  or  to  the  church  all  together. 

They  don't  necessarily  give  up  on 


God  though.  Most  of  them  keep 
searching,  growing  and  looking  for 
likeminded  others .  even  if  not  in  a 
church. 

I  feel  sad  that  so  many  apparently 
feel  they  have  to  leave  the  church  to 
have  the  freedom  to  keep  growing  I 
pray  we  can  learn  to  make  room  for 
everyone. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
"Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


History  of  Hymns 

Early-day  Yale  president  penned  hymn 


I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord, 

The  house  of  thine  abode, 

The  church  our  blest  Redeemer 
saved 

With  his  own  precious  blood. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
“I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord,”  written  in 
1801,  is  the  earliest  American  hymn  still 
sung  in  our  churches  today. 

Timothy  Dwight,  who  wrote  the  verse, 
uses  the  “kingdom,”  “house,”  “church” 
and  “Zion"  to  mean  the  same  thing— 
God’s  people,  the  church. 

In  the  second  stanza  he  borrows 
phrases  from  David’s  prayer,  "Keep  me 
as  the  apple  of  thy  eye”  (Psalms  17:8) 
and  from  Isaiah’s  words  “Behold,  I  have 
graven  thee  upon  the  palms  of  my 


hands”  (Isaiah  49:16). 

In  the  fourth  stanza,  Dwight  expresses 
his  joy  in  the  church’s  “heavenly 
ways"— communion,  the  solemn  vows  of 
confirmation  at  baptism  and  the 
hymns— the  simple  rites  of  the  church. 

By  any  measure,  Dwight  was  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  man.  Born  in  Massachusetts 
in  1752,  he  was  the  grandson  of  New  En¬ 
gland  preacher  Jonathan  Edwards. 

At  age  4,  Dwight  could  read  the  Bible. 
He  entered  grammar  school  when  he 
was  6  and  enrolled  in  Yale  College  at  13. 

Intense  study  in  his  youth  permanently 
injured  his  eyesight,  and,  in  later  years, 
he  endured  constant  pain.  At  times  he 
was  able  to  read  only  15  minutes  a  day. 

Ordained  to  the  Congregational  minis¬ 
try,  he  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Conti¬ 


nental  Army  during  the  Revolution. 

He  was  a  close  friend  of  George  Wash¬ 
ington  and  became  one  of  the  most  influ¬ 
ential  intellectual  leaders  during  the 
first  decades  of  the  new  United  States. 

For  17  years  he  served  as  president  of 
Yale  College.  The  extent  of  his  scholar¬ 
ship  may  be  seen  in  his  various  duties.  In 
addition  to  his  administrative  work,  he 
taught  ethics,  metaphysics,  logic,  theol¬ 
ogy,  literature,  and  oratory. 

When  he  became  president  of  Yale, 
there  were  only  five  Christians  among 
the  student  body.  His  preaching  in  chapel 
resulted  in  a  spiritual  awakening  that 
changed  the  school  and  spread  to  other 
education  institutions  in  New  England. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"There  is  sunshine  in  my  soul  today" 
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Renegade  bishop  defies  pope 

STOCKTON,  Minn.— Bishop  Richard  Williamson,  48,  is  the  only  North 
American  bishop  of  the  Priestly  Society  of  Pius  X,  founded  by  French 
Archbishop  Marcel  Lefevbre.  He  was  one  of  four  men  consecrated  bishops 
by  Archbishop  Lefevbre  July  1  in  Econe,  Switzerland.  Because  Rome  had 
not  authorized  the  consecrations,  all  five  were  automatically  excommuni¬ 
cated.  Bishop  Williamson  said  Pope  John  Paul  II  “means  well”  but  is  mis¬ 
guided.  He  said  the  Society  is  “holding  the  torch  until  the  Lord  God 
intervenes  and  saves  his  papacy.” 


‘Religious  fervor  of  Operation 
Rescue  irks  pro-choice  groups 


From  Religious  News  Service 

ATLANTA— After  watching  a  month 
of  militant  anti-abortion  demonstrations, 
Atlanta  supporters  of  legalized  abortion 
say  two  things  in  particular  have  gotten 
under  their  skin. 

They  are  irked  at  protesters’  claim  of 
a  religious  justification  for  their  actions 
and  the  amount  of  publicity  the  protests 
have  generated. 

"As  an  organization,  we  had  become 
very  concerned  about  the  amount  of  cov¬ 
erage  Operation  Rescue  was  getting  and 
the  religious  fervor  that  seemed  to  be 
coming  out  with  the  articles,”  said  Lynn 
M.  Wilson,  president  of  Georgia  Abortion 
Rights  Action  League,  which  supports  le¬ 
galized  abortion. 

Since  July  19,  Operation  Rescue  has 
tried  to  shut  down  several  local  abortion 
clinics  by  organizing  sit-ins  outside  them. 

In  turn,  the  league  has  received  a 
number  of  phone  calls  from  people  upset 
about  the  demonstrations,  said  Sally  Ty¬ 
ler.  the  league's  executive  director. 

"A  lot  of  these  people  are  mad  that 
(the  protesters)  are  invoking  the  name  of 
God  to  do  it,”  she  said. 

Among  the  callers  were  members  of 
Clergy  and  Laity  Concerned,  a  liberal  re¬ 
ligious  group,  who  told  Ms.  Wilson  that 
many  Atlanta  clergy  do  not  hold  an  anti- 
abortion  view. 

With  that,  Ms.  Wilson  asked  four  Prot¬ 
estant  ministers  and  a  rabbi  to  meet  and 
present  their  views  supporting  a  "pro- 
choice”  position  on  abortion. 

"One  of  the  things  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  speaks  of  is  the  sacredness  of 
human  life— the  anti-abortionists  put  all 
this  on  the  fetus,”  said  the  Rev.  Sally 
Daniel,  pastor  of  Grant  Park/Aldersgate 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Atlanta 

United  Methodist  Church  laws,  con¬ 
tained  in  the  “Book  of  Discipline,”  state 
that  the  denomination  does  not  support 
abortion  as  a  means  of  birth  control.  But 
they  also  say  that  United  Methodists 
should  "respect  the  sacredness  of  the  life 


and  well-being  of  the  mother,  for  whom 
devastating  damage  may  result  from  an 
unacceptable  pregnancy.” 

Others  attending  the  meeting  at  the 
Presbyterian  Center  were  Dr.  C.  Benton 
Kline,  president  emeritus  of  Columbia 
Theological  Seminary  in  Decatur;  Rabbi 
Philip  N.  Kranz  of  Temple  Sinai  in  north¬ 
west  Atlanta;  the  Rev.  Leslie  Withers, 
coordinator  of  ministries  for  Oakhurst 
Baptist  Church  in  Decatur;  and  the  Rev. 
Emmett  Herndon,  associate  chaplain  for 
campus  ministries  in  the  Greater  Atlan¬ 
ta  Presbytery  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.). 

Christian  agency 
settles  with  ACLU 

From  Religious  News  Service 

Intercristo,  a  Seattle-based  agency 
that  links  Christian  job-seekers  with 
Christian  organizations,  has  reached  an 
out-of-court  settlement  of  a  discrimina¬ 
tion  lawsuit  filed  against  it  in  1986  by  the 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU). 

The  ACLU  charged  that  Intercristo 
and  its  parent  organization.  Crista  Minis¬ 
tries,  discriminated  on  the  basis  of  reli¬ 
gion  because  applicants  seeking  jobs  in 
Christian  ministries  were  asked  to  state 
whether  they  are  Christians. 

In  June  1987  the  U  S.  Supreme  Court 
unanimously  upheld  a  federal  law  ex¬ 
empting  churches  and  other  religious  or¬ 
ganizations  from  complying  with  the 
Civil  Rights  Act’s  ban  on  religious  bias  in 
hiring  practices. 

As  part  of  the  settlement  with  the 
ACLU,  Intercristo  said  it  will  request  a 
signed  statement  from  each  organization 
it  serves  verifying  that  it  is  a  religious 
organization. 

In  the  case  of  profit-making  organiza¬ 
tions,  the  organization  must  certify  to 
Intercristo  that  the  jobs  are  subject  to  a 
“bona  fide  occupational  qualification’’ 
based  on  religious  belief. 


YMCA’s  religious  identity 
on  the  line  in  Beverly  Hills 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Here  is  the  question:  Is  the  YMCA  a 
Christian  organization? 

That's  the  subject  in  a  debate  over 
a  proposal  to  give  the  organization’s 
branch  in  Beverly  Hills,  Calif.,  space 
in  a  proposed  city-owned  human  re¬ 
source  center. 

The  issue  arose  when  a  committee 
recommended  the  Y  be  among  groups 
housed  in  the  city  center.  At  the  same 
time,  the  committee  specified  that 
such  organizations  must  have  no  reli¬ 
gious  affiliation. 

Attorney  Richard  A.  Stone,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee,  said  the  YM- 
CA  s  national  constitution  has  as  one 
of  its  goals  to  develop  “a  faith  for  dai¬ 
ly  living  based  upon  the  teachings  of 
Jesus  Christ,  that  they  may  thereby 
be  helped  in  achieving  their  highest 
potential  as  children  of  God.” 

Mr.  Stone  also  said  the  Y’s  state¬ 
ment  of  purpose  states,  "The  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association  we  re¬ 
gard  as  being  in  its  essential  genius  a 
worldwide  fellowship  united  by  a 
common  loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  for 
the  purpose  of  developing  Christian 
personality  and  building  a  Christian 
society." 

But  Beverly  Hills  Mayor  Robert  K. 
Tanenbaum,  president  of  the  local  Y’s 
board  of  directors,  said  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  directors  are  Jewish,  in¬ 
cluding  five  of  the  eight  top  officers. 

He  said  he  considers  the  words  in 
the  constitution  to  be  “institutional 
rhetoric  that  acknowledges  the  his¬ 
torical  roots  of  the  association  and  in 
no  way  mandates  a  religious  commit¬ 
ment  on  the  part  of  the  Beverly  Hills 


Family  Y.” 

Larry  Rosen,  director  of  operations 
for  the  YMCA  of  Metropolitan  Los 
Angeles,  agreed. 

"We  define  Christianity  in  its 
broadest  terms,”  he  told  the  “Los  An¬ 
geles  Times.” 

"We  define  it  as  promoting  charity 
and  peace  on  earth,  things  attributed 
to  Jesus  Christ,  whether  or  not  you 
believe  he  is  the  son  of  God,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Rosen  said  he  is  Jewish  and  has 
been  involved  in  Y  activities  since  he 
was  7  years  old. 

"I  have  not  found  any  conflict  with 
my  faith  in  that  participation,"  he 
said.  “The  organization  has  never 
asked  me  to  compromise  my  faith.  I 
can  live  a  life  based  on  the  teachings 
of  Jesus  Christ  without  worshiping  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.” 

Celeste  Wrobleski,  public  relations 
director  for  the  YMCA’s  national  of¬ 
fice  in  Chicago,  said  the  organiza¬ 
tion’s  constitution  specifically  states 
that  persons  shall  be  eligible  to  join 
and  hold  office  in  the  organization 
"without  discrimination  on  the  basis 
of  race,  sex,  religion,  color  or  nation¬ 
al  origin.” 

“What  started  out  as  an  exclusively 
Christian  organization  has  become  ec¬ 
umenical  in  its  scope,"  Ms.  Wrobleski 
said. 

She  noted  that  a  few  years  ago,  the 
federal  Department  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development  ruled  that  the 
YMCA  was  eligible  for  community 
development  block  grants  because  it 
is  "not  a  pervasively  sectarian  orga¬ 
nization”  and  does  not  discriminate 
on  the  basis  of  religion. 
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HOOKED  TOGETHER  —  These  District  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  members 
have  locked  arms  and  are  participating  in  a  game  to  learn  to  take  instructions  dur¬ 
ing  their  training  event. 


ater  at  Centenary  College  in  Shreveport  during  their  Training  event,  June  9-11, 1988.  closing  worship  service  and  communion  during  their  training  event. 


Conference  Youth  elect  1988-89  officers 


On  June  11,  the  members  of  the  Con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries 
elected  their  officers  for  the  1988-89 
year.  Todd  Soileau  from  the  Baton 
Rouge /Hammond  District  was  elected 
President  for  the  next  year.  Todd  is  a 
member  of  Ingleside  UMC  and  has 
served  on  the  CCYM  for  the  past  two 
years. 

Kelvin  Patterson,  Baton  Rouge /La¬ 
fayette,  was  elected  Vice-President.  Kel¬ 
vin,  a  member  of  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC,  has  served  on  the  CCYM  for  three 
years  and  is  one  of  the  representatives 
on  the  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team. 

The  secretary  for  CCYM  is  Jimmy 
Hale  from  1st  UMC  in  Monroe.  Jimmy 
has  served  on  the  CCYM  for  one  year. 
Two  youth  were  selected  as  co-chairper¬ 
sons  for  the  Youth  Service  Fund.  Angela 
Gafford,  member  of  Gretna  UMC, 


New  Orleans/Houma  District,  is  be¬ 
ginning  her  second  year  on  the  CCYM. 
Chris  Weego  from  Horseshoe  UMC  in 
Alexandria  will  be  starting  his  first  year 
on  the  CCYM. 

Heather  Dove,  Baton  Rouge/Ham¬ 
mond,  is  also  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  for  the  CCYM.  Heather,  a 
member  of  Jefferson  UMC,  is  one  of  the 
representatives  on  the  Jurisdictional 
Youth  Team. 

One  district  youth  coordinator  was 
elected  to  serve  on  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee,  Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  Hodge-Dodson- 
New  Hope  charge.  Dolores  Giles,  Mt. 
Zion  UMC  in  the  New  Orleans/ Houma 
District  was  elected  to  serve  as  the  adult 
on  the  Project  Review  Committee.  The 
executive  committee  has  responsibilities 
for  the  operations  of  the  CCYM  between 
meetings. 


NEW  OFFICERS  —  The  1988-89  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries’  officers 


are  pictured  above.  They  are,  top  row,  1.  to  r.,  Co-chairperson  YSF,  Chris  Weego  and 
Secretary  Jimmy  Hale.  Bottom  row:  Vice  President,  Kelvin  Patterson;  Co-Chair¬ 
person  of  YSF,  Angela  Gafford  and  President,  Todd  Soileau. 


Districts  select  new  CCYM  Representatives 


The  District  DCYM’s  have  selected 
their  new  representatives  on  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  for  the 
1988-89  year.  Each  district  elects  two 


youth  representatives  and  one  alternate. 
The  District  Youth  Coordinators  are  also 
members  of  the  CCYM.  The  youth  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  CCYM  are; 


Alexandria: 

Chris  Weego  —  Horseshoe  Drive  —  Alexandria 
Stephanie  Tarver  —  Nolley  —  Jena 
(alt.)  Nancy  Boyd  —  1st  —  Pineville 

Baton  Rouge/Hammond: 

Denean  Mullen  —  Live  Oak  —  Watson 
Todd  Soileau  —  Ingleside  —  Baton  Rouge 
•Inga  Patterson  —  Jordan  —  Baton  Rouge 
••Heather  Dove  —  Jefferson  —  Baton  Rouge 
(alt.)  Becky  Roberts  —  Jefferson  —  Baton  Rouge 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette: 

••Kelvin  Patterson  —  Camphor  —  Baton  Rouge 
Lequita  Pearley  —  St.  James  —  Belle  Rose 
(alt.)  Daniel  Heath  —  St.  Mark  —  Baton  Rouge 

Lake  Charles: 

Steve  Pekar  —  St.  Luke-Simpson  —  Lake  Charles 
•Sher  Diaz  —  Warren  —  Lake  Charles 
Jamie  Musick  —  1st  —  Crowley 
(alt.)  Leigh  Ann  Boston  —  1st  —  Lake  Charles 


Monroe: 

Jimmy  Hale  —  1st  —  Monroe 
Shannon  Stromberg  —  1st  —  Monroe 
•Eric  Robinson  —  St.  Paul  —  Bastrop 
(alt.)  Kenny  Morrow  —  McGuire  —  West  Monroe 
New  Orleans/Houma: 

Angela  Gafford  —  Gretna  —  New  Orleans 
.  Kendra  Jackson  —  Mount  Zion  —  New  Orleans 
(alt.)  David  Leonard  —  Gretna  —  New  Orleans 
New  Orleans/Slidell: 

Bobby  Gambrell  —  1st  —  Slidell 
Bryan  Cothran  —  Munholland  —  Metairie 
•Erica  Robinson  —  Hartzel  —  New  Orleans 
Ruston: 

Lee  Crowson  —  1st  —  Minden 
Jennifer  McLelland  —  Lakeview  —  Minden 
(alt.)  Heather  McLelland  —  Lakeview  —  Minden 
Shreveport: 

Brian  Smith  —  1st  —  Bossier  City 
Mark  Goins  —  Noel  —  Shreveport 
•Yolanda  Brantley  —  St.  James  —  Shreveport 
(alt.)  Wameca  Jones  —  St.  James  —  Shreveport 

•  indicates  Conference  At-Large  Members 
••indicates  Jurisdictional  Youth  Team  Members 


District  Youth  Coordinators  chosen  for  1988-89 


The  District  Youth  Coordinators  for 
the  nine  districts  in  the  Conference  have 
been  selected  for  the  1988-89  year.  These 
persons  are  responsible  for  the  youth 
events  within  their  district  and  they  re¬ 
late  to  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries. 

As  the  adult  leader  for  the  District 
Council  on  Youth  Ministries,  the  coordi¬ 


nator  serves  as  a  resource  person  in  the 
district  and  as  a  liaison  with  the  Confer¬ 
ence  and  local  churches.  Each  district 
determines  its  own  structure  for  DCYM 
and  programs,  with  the  guidance  of  the 
Youth  Coordinator.  If  your  church  is  not 
involved  in  the  youth  programs  in  your 
district,  contact  your  District  Youth  Co¬ 
ordinator  for  information  about  becom¬ 
ing  involved. 


Selected  were: 

Alexandria  —  Mr.  David  Nugent,  1st  UMC,  Alexandria  (318)  448-1373 
Baton  Rouge/Hammond  —  Mr.  John  Edd  Harper,  Broadmoor,  Baton  Rouge  (504) 
924-8269 

Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  —  Ms.  Leona  McCastle,  Camphor,  Baton  Rouge  (504)  356- 
9048 

Lake  Charles  —  Rev.  Eddie  Morgan,  1st  UMC,  Welsh  (318)  734-2083 
Monroe  —  Mrs.  Phyllis  Taylor,  1st  UMC,  Monroe  (318)  387-3498 
New  Orleans/Houma  —  Ms.  Dolores  Giles,  Mount  Zion,  Metairie  (504)  833-4882 
New  Orleans/ Slidell  —  Rev.  Tom  Dolph,  1st  UMC,  Slidell  (504)  643-6437 
Ruston  —  Rev.  Jeff  Duke,  Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope  (318)  259-2647 
Shreveport  —  Mrs.  Betty  Smith,  1st  UMC,  Bossier  City  (318)  747-0762 


SMILING  FACES  —  Members  of  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministries  and 
Youth  Coordinators  took  time  out  for  a  picture  during  the  District  Council  on  Youth 
Ministries  Training  event  in  Shreveport. 


Youth  Service  Fund 


Applications  for  Youth  Service  Fund 
monies  must  be  submitted  by  December 
1,  1988.  You  may  obtain  an  application 
from  the  Conference  Office  or  from  your 
pastor. 

All  money  raised  for  Youth  Service 
Fund  in  1988  needs  to  be  turned  in  to 
your  local  church  treasurer  so  he  can 
forward  the  money  to  the  Conference  Of¬ 
fice  by  December  31, 1988. 

History /Philosophy  of 
Youth  Service  Fund: 

YSF  is  “raised  by  youth,  distributed  by 
youth,  to  projects  which  benefit  youth.” 
It  is  an  attempt  to  help  youth  “Reach  out 
to  service  beyond  the  local  church”  and 


to  make  an  impact  upon  projects.  To¬ 
gether  we  can  do  things  which  we  could 
not  do  individually. 

Process: 

Raised  at  the  local  church  or  district 
level. 

Sent  to  the  Annual  Conference. 

30  percent  is  sent  to  National  (commit¬ 
tee  of  youth  and  adults  determine  how  it 
will  be  distributed). 

70  percent  stays  in  the  local  Confer¬ 
ence  (up  to  30  percent  used  for  adminis¬ 
tration,  at  least  30  percent  distributed  to 
projt  'ts  in  Conference,  at  least  30  per¬ 
cent  distributed  to  projects  outside  the 
Conference. 


- Coming  Events - 

October  8,  1988 

Fall  Convocation,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  —  10  a.m.-3:30  p.m. 
November  5-6,  1988 

Junior  High  Retreat  —  North,  Caney  Conference  Centre  —  Sat.  10  a.m.-Sun. 
12:30  p.m. 

November  12-13,  1988 

Junior  High  Retreat  —  South,  Camp  Istrouma  —  Sat.  10  a.m.-Sun  12:30  p.m. 
February  17-19,  1989 

Senior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre,  Minden  —  Fri.  7:30  p.m.-Sun. 
12:30  p.m. 


DATES  TO  REMEMBER: 
YSF  Sunday 
DCYM  Training 
JYMO  Training 
Peace  Trip  to  USSR 
NYMO  Training 


May  28, 1989 
June  8-10, 1989 
July  10-15, 1989 
July  17-August  12, 1989 
July  31-August  4, 1989 


DATE  FOR  ADULT  LEADERS  WITH  YOUTH: 

Forum  ’89  —  January  16-21,  1989,  Orlando,  Florida.  Interested  leaders  contact  the 
Conference  Office  for  brochure  and  transportation  information. 


Fall  Convocation 


The  Youth  Fall  Convocation  is  slated 
for  Saturday,  October  8,  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Fall  Convo  is  a  day  set  aside  for 
junior  highs,  senior  highs  and  youth  spon¬ 
sors  to  get  together  for  worship,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  a  concert. 

The  worship  for  the  event  is  led  by  the 
Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry. 
The  Centenary  Resource  Team  will  be 
on  hand  to  lead  the  fellowship. 

Another  feature  of  the  Convo  will  be  a 
concert  led  by  Jim  Newton.  Newton  is  a 
United  Methodist  minister  related  to  the 
Central  Texas  Conference.  He  served 
several  churches  as  youth  minister  be¬ 


fore  devoting  full  time  to  his  music  in 
1975.  He  is  President  of  “Celebration 
Shop,  Inc.”  a  group  supporting  alterna- 
tive  ministries.  Newton  is  currently  in¬ 
volved  in  developing  therapeutic  music 
resources  for  severely  and  chronically  ill 
children.  Several  years  ago,  he  was  in 
Louisiana  as  the  primary  resource  for  a 
senior  high  retreat. 

The  fee  is  $6.50  which  will  cover  lunch, 
but  snacks  will  be  sold  with  the  profits 
being  given  to  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 
This  fee  should  be  sent  to  the  Conference 
Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Blvd.,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge,  LA.  70802,  no  later  than  Octo¬ 
ber  3. 


Junior  High  Retreat 


“Acceptance:  Coping  in  a  Complex 
Age,”  will  be  the  theme  of  the  Junior 
High  Retreats.  The  first  retreat  will  be 
held  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre  on 
November  5-6  and  the  second  retreat  is 
scheduled  for  November  12-13  at  Camp 
Istrouma. 

Areas  of  discussion  for  the  groups  will 
deal  with  the  issues  of  children  having 
children,  peer  pressure  and  dealing  with 


death. 

Registration  for  the  events  will  be  at 
10  a.m.  Saturday  and  the  retreats  will 
end  on  Sunday,  12:30  p.m. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $22.  A  pre-regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $5  must  accompany  the 
registration  form.  This  form  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  no  later  than  the  Wednesday  prior 
to  the  event. 


Registration  Form 

Send  to:  Carolyn  Dove,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802 
Make  check  payable  to:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

Name _ _ _ — - - —  M  —  F  — 

Address  — - - - 

Church - — -  City - 

Grade _ CAMP:  Istrouma - Caney - 

Parent’s  Signature  — - - — - 


Senior  High  Retreat 


The  1989  Senior  High  Retreat  will  be 
held  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre 
from  February  17-19, 1989. 

The  theme  for  the  event  is  “Love  and 
Soaps:  Lifestyles  of  the  Old  and  Holy.” 
The  leader  for  the  retreat  is  Rev.  Fay 
Barr-hartung.  The  theme  will  deal  with 


the  books  of  Ruth  and  Esther  and  the  re¬ 
treat  is  open  to  all  senior  high  youth  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

The  retreat  starts  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Fri¬ 
day  and  ends  at  12:30  p.m.  on  Sunday,  af¬ 
ter  lunch.  The  cost  of  the  event  is  $28. 


Forum ’89 


A  United  Methodist  forum  of  adult 
leaders  with  youth  has  been  scheduled 
for  January  16-21, 1989  in  Orlando,  Flori¬ 
da.  The  event,  being  called  Forum  '89 
will  take  place  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Orlando  and  at  the  Harley  Hotel. 

The  theme  for  Forum  ’89  is  “Experi¬ 
encing  God’s  Grace  —  Living  Our  Sto¬ 
ry.”  The  opening  worship  service  will  be 
a  “Celebration  of  the  Life  of  Dr.  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.”  Rev.  Walter  L.  Kim¬ 
brough  will  be  the  preacher  and  music 
will  be  provided  by  the  Bethune-Cook- 
man  College  Choir. 


There  are  a  number  of  inspiring  key¬ 
note  speakers  scheduled  for  the  event,  as 
well  as  creative  and  practical  workshops 
and  the  opportunity  for  building  and  re¬ 
newing  friendships. 

Registration  will  be  $190,  which  in¬ 
cludes  all  14  meals.  The  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  Section  on  the  Ministry  of 
the  Laity. 

For  registration  materials  contact 
Tom  Salsgiver,  Section  on  Ministry  of 
the  Laity,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202  or  call  (615)  340-7143. 
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Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  proudly  acknowledges  its  twentieth 
year  of  service  to  the  Eastern  New  Or¬ 
leans  community  on  September  25th. 

“Our  theme,  ‘A  Celebration  of  Caring: 
Past,  Present  and  Future',  is  a  continu¬ 


ing  reminder  of  our  Hospital’s  distin¬ 
guished  history  of  service  to  the 
community,”  said  Fred  Young,  Hospital 
President,  “as  well  as  our  commitment 
to  boldly  address  the  challenges  ahead." 

“It  is  fitting,”  he  continued,  “that  we 


recognize  the  members  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  for  their  dedicated,  and  contin¬ 
ued  service  to  our  Hospital.” 

In  1959,  M.  Kenneth  Schor,  a  Methodist 
layman  of  Gentilly  Church,  conceived 


the  idea  of  Methodist  Hospital.  Encour¬ 
aged  by  his  pastor,  John  B.  Koelemay, 
the  idea  was  taken  to  the  men's  group  of 
the  Church  and  began  its  long  journey  to 
reality.  Methodist  Hospital  was  orga¬ 
nized  and  incorporated  on  June  14,  1961, 
through  the  leadership  of  residents  of  the 
Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans.  In  1968, 
Methodist  Hospital  became  a  reality. 

A  year-long  celebration  is  currently 
being  held  at  Methodist  Hospital. 

Highlighting  the  events  will  be  the 
opening  of  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center, 
the  only  hospital-affiliated  freestanding 
facility  of  its  kind  in  the  East  New  Or¬ 
leans  area. 

Scheduled  to  open  in  October,  the 
Methodist  Cancer  Center  will  add  the  di¬ 
mension  of  radiation  therapy,  which  has 
not  been  available  in  East  New  Orleans, 
as  well  as  provide  a  comprehensive  can¬ 
cer  treatment  program. 

On  September  24,  the  Sixth  Annual 
Steppin’  Out  Gala  for  the  benefit  of  Pen¬ 
dleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospital  will 
be  held.  Sponsored  by  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation,  the  black-tie 
event  will  feature  dinner  and  entertain¬ 
ment. 

The  local  hit  revue,  “Where  the  Girls 
Were"  will  be  the  featured  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  Gala.  The  “New  Orleans  Hot 
Jazz  Orchestra”,  "SWING”,  and  “Ivy” 
will  also  provide  music  for  listening  and 
dancing  throughout  the  evening. 

Mrs.  Thomas  L.  Giraud  and  John  E. 
McLachlan,  MD,  will  co-chair  the  event. 
Honorary  co-chairs  are  Mayor  and  Mrs. 
Sidney  J.  Barthelemy.  The  Committee 


includes:  Mrs.  Cameron  B.  Barr,  Albert 
Barrocas,  MD,  Richard  M.  Davis,  Mrs. 
Mary  Drury,  Mrs.  Robert  E.  Eggerton, 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Fortenberry,  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ard  A.  Henault,  Mrs.  Joseph  F.  Mancuso, 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  McHale,  Jr.,  Donald  E. 
Pate,  Mrs.  Leif  N.  Pedersen,  Mrs.  Kern 
A.  Reese,  J.  Ronald  Rosata,  Stanley  C. 
Roskind,  MD,  Mrs.  Charles  F.  Singer, 
Robert  A.  Thomas,  PhD,  Mrs.  Kirk  H. 
Webster,  and  Mrs.  Frederick  C.  Young, 
Jr. 

On  September  26,  a  special  Time  Cap¬ 
sule  will  be  placed.  The  Capsule  will  con¬ 
tain  medical  equipment,  publications, 
forms  and  other  articles  presently  used 
by  all  departments  of  the  Hospital.  The 
Capsule  is  scheduled  to  be  opened  in  the 
year  2008. 

On  October  1,  the  Sixth  Annual  Step- 
pin’  Out  Road  Race  to  benefit  Methodist 
Hospital  will  be  conducted.  Special  me¬ 
dallions  commemorating  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital’s  twentieth  anniversary  will  be 
presented  to  all  finishers. 

Since  1968,  Methodist  Hospital  has  of¬ 
fered  a  full-range  of  acute  care  hospital 
services,  ministering  to  the  physical  as 
well  as  the  spiritual  needs  of  our  pa¬ 
tients.  Methodist  Hospital  is  the  center  of 
a  diversified  health  system. 

To  better  meet  the  needs  of  the  East¬ 
ern  New  Orleans  community,  continued 
growth  was  experienced  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Health  System  with  the  addition  of 
the  Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery  Cen¬ 
ter,  Methodist  Psychiatric  Pavillion,  and 
Methodist  Neurosurgery  Center. 

Recognizing  the  special  health  care 
and  financial  needs  of  older  adults,  Se¬ 
nior  Focus  was  recently  introduced  to 


the  community.  The  program  offers  nu¬ 
merous  health-related  services  and  ac¬ 
tivities  to  adults  55  and  over.  The 
Methodist  Occupational  and  Industrial 
Medicine  Clinic  was  established  to  pro¬ 
vide  prompt,  economical  health  care  ser¬ 
vices  to  employees  of  metropolitan  area 
businesses  with  a  wide  variety  of  services 
from  emergency  treatment  for  injured 
or  ill  employees  to  rehabilitative  care  in 
addition  to  providing  major  health  care 
services  to  the  community. 

In  keeping  with  the  Hospital’s  contin¬ 
ued  commitment  to  wellness,  plan? ‘are 
also  underway  for  the  introduction  of  a 
new  health/fitness  center.  Plans  for  a 
full-service  cardiovascular  program,  in¬ 
cluding  the  capability  of  open  heart  sur¬ 
gery,  will  be  finalized  this  year. 

“I  am  proud  of  what  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  has  become,”  said  Young.  "I  hope 
that  all  members  of  the  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily  will  join  in  our  celebration.” 


A  CELEBRATION 
OF  CARING 


PENDLETON  MEMORIAL 

METHODIST 

HOSPITAL 


NEW  FACILITY  -  One  of  the  big  events  highlighting  the  cer  Center.  This  center  is  the  only  hospital-affiliated  free- 

celebrations  for  the  20th  anniversary  of  Pendleton  Memorial  standing  facility  of  its  kind  in  the  East  New  Orleans  area. 

Methodist  Hospital  will  be  the  opening  of  the  Methodist  Can- 


Paul  admonishes  the  church  at  Rome  to  “Welcome  one  another  as  Christ  has 
welcomed  you.”  (Romans  15:7) 

Think  about  that.  The  welcome  of  Christ  is  unconditional,  with  open  arms, 
and  always  available. 

Your  welcome  to  Marilyn  and  me  has  been  in  the  spirit  of  Christ.  We  have 
been  overwhelmed  by  your  open  arms,  and  with  the  help  of  many  we  are 
beginning  to  find  our  way  around  Louisiana. 

My  prayer  is  that  our  “shared  journey”  will  be  one  of  spiritual  growth  in  the 
midst  of  all  those  expectations  and  hopes  that  will  be  met  and  those  that  will 
not  be  fully  realized.  For  no  leader  can  fulfill  all  hopes  and  meet  all  needs. 

But  thank  God  that  we  continue  to  welcome  one  another  as  Christ  has 
welcomed  us.  That  means  acceptance  of  the  finite,  the  unfinished,  the  frailties 
in  each  of  us  as  persons  and  as  a  Conference! 


A  Christ -like 


Welcome 


COMMUNITY  STEWARD  HONORED  -  Margaret  Winn,  who  has  served  as 
Communion  Steward  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Many  for  the  past  27 
years  was  honored  with  a  plaque  on  Sunday,  August  7.  Making  the  presentation  was 
Rev.  Louis  Coppage  Jr.,  pastor  at  Many.  Mrs.  Winn  credited  the  support  of  her  late 
husband  Jack  and  several  friends  with  her  longtime  church  service. 


Pictorial  Directory  Information 

Some  of  the  pictures  taken  during  Annual  Conference  for  the  Pictorial 
Directory  have  been  switched  at  the  Olan  Mills  office.  If  you  have  received 
someone  else’s  picture  by  mistake,  please  send  it  to  Kim  Dent  at  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

As  soon  as  possible,  we  will  send  the  correct  picture  back  to  you.  Thank  you 
for  your  cooperation. 


Journal  correction 

There  is  an  error  in  the  Blue  Cross  address  in  the  1988  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Journal.  On  page  six,  the  Blue  Cross  zip  code  should  be  70895-8029. 
Please  make  a  note  of  this  correction. 


Local  Church  budget  planning  for  1989 

•  .  •••  -  t  --  —  •  •<*.- 


This  is  the  time  of  the  year  for  local 
churches  to  plan  programs  and  budget 
for  1989.  The  District  Superintendents 
are  distributing  to  the  pastors  the  1989 
local  church  apportionments  approved 
at  the  June  session  of  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

THE  FORMAT  OF  THE  APPOR¬ 
TIONMENTS  AS  THEY  APPEAR  ON 
THE  MONTHLY  REMITTANCE  RE¬ 
PORT  HAS  BEEN  CHANGED.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  the  new  quadrennium,  the 
order  and  format  of  the  local  church  re¬ 
port  to  the  Annual  Conference  is  differ¬ 
ent,  so  the  Monthly  Remittance  Report 
has  been  revised  to  accomodate  this 
change. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  following  se¬ 
quence  be  used  in  presenting  a  local 
church  budget  to  the  congregation. 

1.  Benevolences 

2.  Connectional  Administration  Funds 

3.  Clergy  Support  other  than  Local 
Church 

4.  Clergy  Support  —  Local  Church 

5.  Local  Church  Expenditures 

If  local  church  Finance  Committees 
will  approve  the  following  suggested  Lo¬ 
cal  Church  Chart  of  Accounts  for  expen¬ 
ditures,  it  can  greatly  help  at  the  end  of 


the  year  when  the  minister  turns  in  to 
the  District  Superintendent  the  Local 
Church  Report  to  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence. 

Suggested  1989  Local  Church 
Chart  Of  Accounts: 
Benevolences 

3500  World  Service  &  Conference 
Benevolences 

3600  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
3700  Black  College  Fund 
3800  Africa  University  Fund 
3910  General  Advance  Specials 
3920  World  Service  Specials 
4000  Youth  Service  Fund 

4101  Human  Relations  Day 

4102  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 

4103  Peace  with  Justice 

4104  Native  American 

4105  World  Communion  Day 

4106  United  Methodist  Student  Day 
4200  Christian  Education  Sunday 
4310  SCJ  Seminary  Fund 

4320  Lydia  Patterson 

4330  Gulfside  Assembly 

4400  Conference  Advance  Specials 

4500  Centenary  College 

4600  Wesley  Foundation 

4700  Dillard  University 


4800  Good  Samaritan  Institutions  — 
Designated 

4900  Good  Samaritan  Offering  — 
Undesignated 

5000  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
5100  Local  Church  Benevolences 
Connectional  Administration  Funds 
5200  Interdenominational  Fund 
5300  General  Administration  Fund 
5400  Jurisdictional  Administration 
Fund 

5500  Louisiana  Conference 
Administration  Fund 
5600  District  Administration  Fund 
Clergy  Support  Other  Than  Local 
Church 

5800  Pension  &  Benefit  Funds  (MPP/ 
CPP) 

5900  Pension  (Decimal) 

6000  District  Superintendents’  Fund 
6100  Episcopal  Fund 
6200  Equitable  Salary  Fund 
Clergy  Support  Local  Church 
6300  Pastor’s  Base  Compensation 
6400  Associate  Pastor’s  Base 
Compensation 

6500  Utilities  and  other  Housing-related 
Allowances 
Paid  to/for  pastor(s) 


6600  Travel  Paid  pastor(s) 

6700  Other  Cash  Allowances  paid 
pastor(s) 

Local  Church  Expenditures 
6800  Principal  and  Interest  paid  on 
Indebtedness 

6900  Paid  on  Building  and 
Improvements 

7000  Diaconal  Ministers  Total 
Compensation 

7100  Other  Staff  Compensation 
7210  Council  on  Ministries  Expenses  (all 
work  areas) 

7220  Property  Insurance  (Church  and 
parsonage) 

7221  Church  Utilities 

7222  Church  Office  Expenses 

Suggested  1989  Local  Church 
Chart  Of  Accounts 
NOTE  FOR  LOCAL  CHURCH 
TREASURERS:  By  using  four  digits  for 
fund  numbers  the  suggested  chart  of 
accounts  can  be  adapted  for  any  size 
church.  Local  church  program  and 
current  operating  expenses  will  be 
reported  on  line  72.  All  local  church  staff 
other  than  ordained  and  diaconal 
ministers  will  be  reported  on  line  71. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


The  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  District 
Lay  Speaking  School  is  planned  for  Octo¬ 
ber  2,  9  and  16  at  Davidson  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  710  Jefferson, 
in  Lafayette,  at  2:30  p.m.  The  first  30 
registrations  received  through  the  dis¬ 
trict  pastors  will  be  accepted.  Applica¬ 
tion  blanks  for  the  school  may  be 
obtained  from  the  local  pastors. 

•  •  • 

Winnsboro  and  Gilbert  UMC’s  have 
started  a  Senior  Citizens  activities 
group.  For  their  first  trip,  22  members 
traveled  to  Boscobel  Cottage  for  a  fun 
day  of  friendship,  fellowship  and  excel¬ 
lent  food.  The  group,  for  men  and  wom¬ 
en,  is  taking  suggestions  and  ideas  for 
get-togethers  and  for  a  name  for  their 
group.  The  pastor  is  Rev.  Tom  Crosby. 

The  members  of  Caddo  Heights  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  have  been  ex¬ 
tremely  busy  putting  in  many  hours 
renovating  the  parsonage.  In  the  past 
few  months  members  Dallas  Alam,  John 
Simons  and  David  Corbett  did  extensive 
repair  and  re-roofed  the  garage.  Other 
work  completed  includes  plumbing 
work,  installation  of  a  ceiling  fan  in  the 
living  room,  new  sheers  were  hung  in  the 
living  and  dining  rooms,  interior  and  ex¬ 
terior  painting  was  done  and  new  wall¬ 
paper  was  hung.  Much  appreciation  goes 
to  those  who  gave  of  their  time  and  their 
money.  The  pastor  at  Caddo  Heights  is 
Rev.  Mickey  Stringfield. 

*  *  * 

Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans  called  a  special  charge 
conference  for  Wednesday,  August  31, 
where  detailed  plans  and  specifications 


and  a  reliable  and  detailed  estimate  of 
cost  were  presented  for  building  their 
church  facilities.  These  were  presented 
for  final  approval.  The  plans  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  New  Orleans/Slidell  Dis¬ 
trict  Board  of  Church  Location  and 
Building,  the  State  Fire  Marshall,  the 
City  Planning  Commission  and  others. 
The  charge  conference  voted  yes  and 
construction  will  commence  shortly.  The 
pastor  at  Cornerstone  is  Rev.  Tom  Law- 
son. 

*  *  * 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial  UMC  in 
Bogalusa  celebrated  Homecoming  Sun¬ 
day  recently  with  their  former  pastor, 
Rev.  Cleburne  Quaid  leading  the  morn¬ 
ing  service.  A  family  of  evangelical  com¬ 
municators  led  the  evening  service. 
They  were  the  Bentons,  singers  and 
speakers  who  have  been  in  ministry  for 
29  years  and  recorded  15  albums.  Based 
in  Burlington,  Iowa,  they  have  appeared 
in  41  states.  Rev.  John  R.  Johns  is  the 
current  pastor. 

*  *  * 

This  poem  was  written  by  some  of  the 
campers  and  counselors  at  the  Pre- 
Campers  Camp  at  the  Caney  Conference 
Centre,  July  22-24. 

We  like  camp 
In  a  special  way 
We  thank  you  God 
For  each  new  day. 

We’ll  keep  your  world  clean 
We’ve  got  a  great  plan 
We’ll  pick  up  trash 
All  over  the  land. 

Thanks  for  the  birds 


And  each  butterfly 
Thanks  for  everything 
That  flies  in  the  sky. 

You  gave  us  the  sun 
You  make  the  wind  blow 
You  give  us  food 
So  we  can  grow. 

We’re  having  fun 
It’s  getting  hotter 
We  love  to  swim 
Thanks  for  the  water. 

You  made  the  animals 
The  trees  and  the  grass 
But  you  saved  the  best 
You  made  us  last! 

•  *  * 

Rev.  Ed  DeWeese,  Area  Director  of 
Prison  Fellowship,  announces  a  new  pro¬ 
gram  aimed  at  reducing  crime  and  reha¬ 
bilitating  juveniles.  Starting  in 
September  at  the  Family  Court  Facility 
in  Baton  Rouge,  which  houses  approxi¬ 
mately  50  juvenile  offenders,  male  and 
female,  Prison  Fellowship  is  undertak¬ 
ing  a  complete  one  on  one  visitation  pro¬ 
gram  for  each  week.  Under  the  pilot 
program,  each  juvenile  will  have  a 
Christian  adult  assigned  to  him  or  her  to 
make  a  weekly  visit  as  long  as  the  juve¬ 
nile  is  in  custody,  and  then  afterward. 
The  volunteers  are  coming  from  differ¬ 
ent  Christian  churches  and  are  serving 
with  Prison  Fellowship  coordinating.  If 
anyone  is  interested  in  the  program  or  in 
serving  as  a  volunteer,  please  contact  Ed 
DeWeese  at  Prison  Fellowship. 

Bayou  Scie  United  Methodist  Church 


in  Many  will  hold  their  Homecoming  ser¬ 
vices  on  October  9.  Rev.  John  Koelemay 
will  be  the  guest  speaker.  Singing,  dinner 
on  the  grounds  and  the  fellowship  of 
friends  and  former  members  is  sure  to 
make  this  day  special.  Rev.  Louis  M. 
Coppage  Jr.  is  the  pastor  at  Bayou  Scie. 

Rev.  Max  Marble  has  been  appointed 
as  the  new  Coordinator  of  Volunteers  in 
Mission  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  Methodist  church.  Vol¬ 
unteers  in  Mission  is  primarily  a  lay 
movement  in  the  church,  in  which  men, 
women  and  youth  voluntarily  serve  in 
mission  fields  in  the  United  States,  Cen¬ 
tral  America  and  overseas  on  a  short¬ 
term  basis.  Each  year,  more  than  300 
teams  composed  of  over  5,000  people 
from  the  eight-state  area  of  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  serve  as  volunteers.  The  Coordina¬ 
tor  has  the  responsibility  to  resource  and 
coordinate  these  efforts  and  to  serve  as  a 
liaison  between  work  team  members  and 
the  mission  field.  This  appointment  was 
made  by  Bishop  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.  and  was 
effective  Sept.  1. 

The  Springhill  United  Methodist 
Church  invites  you  to  attend  the  Tenth 
Annual  Homecoming  on  Sunday,  Sept.  25. 
There  will  be  coffee  and  fellowship  in 
Baxter  Hall  at  10:15  a  m.  followed  by 
worship  in  the  sanctuary  with  Rev. 
James  Evans  as  guest  preacher.  A  cov¬ 
ered-dish  luncheon  will  follow  in  the 
Youth  Building.  The  luncheon  committee 
is  headed  by  LaQueta  Fields  and  Minnie 
Morgan,  and  the  food  will  be  provided  by 
resident  members.  Rev.  Charles  Hum¬ 
phreys  is  the  minister. 
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■■■■■  Editorial 


Is  your  family  ‘church  in  miniature’? 


What  does  a  self-described  “godless” 
playwright/author  have  in  common  with 
an  avowed  “born-again  Christian”  psy¬ 
chologist? 

Very  little,  you  say? 

However  unlikely,  two  speakers  fitting 
those  descriptions  touched  common  ground 
recently  during  a  Chautauqua  Institution 
conference  on  families  (see  UMR.  Sept.  9). 

Susan  Dworkin,  the  playwright/ 
author,  and  Kevin  Leman,  the  psycholo¬ 
gist,  used  different  words  but  drove 
home  the  same  point: 

The  perpetuation  via  families  of  reli¬ 
gious  traditions  and  values  is  essential 
to  personal  and  societal  well-being. 

Ms.  Dworkin  said  that  parents  who  be¬ 
lieve  a  child  can  be  reared  without  a 
sense  of  belonging  to  a  religious  and  eth¬ 
nic  community  risk  their  children’s 
“loneliness,  their  insecurity,  even  their 
emotional  stability  later  in  life.”  Reli¬ 
gious  tradition  “pulls  at  all  of  us,  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  far  we  have  strayed,”  she  added. 

In  the  same  vein,  Dr.  Leman  stressed 
the  importance  of  “authoritative”  child- 
rearing  as  a  hallmark  of  healthy  Chris¬ 
tian  families.  “You  have  a  God-given 
right  to  teach  your  children  what  your 
values  are,”  he  told  his  audience. 

We  heartily  agree  with  both  speakers. 
It’s  as  refreshing  as  it  is  surprising  to  find 
the  importance  of  religious  tradition  and 
religious  values  being  touted  in  the  same 
forum  by  such  dissimilar  voices. 

In  addition,  it’s  particularly  noteworthy 
that  both  speakers  emphasized  the  centrali¬ 
ty  of  the  family  for  nurturing  religious 
faith  and  values  and  for  passing  those  be¬ 
liefs  from  one  generation  to  the  next. 

Even  those  of  us  who  affirm  the  im¬ 
portance  of  each— faith  and  family— too 
ofte  fail  to  connect  the  two.  However, 
Scripiure  and  experience  amply  confirm 
the  Dworkin/Leman  insight:  Both 
healthv  people  and  healthy  societies  re¬ 


quire  families  that  are  firmly  grounded 
in  a  strong  religious  faith. 

That  insight  frequently  gets  lost  in  a 
secular  culture  that  exalts  the  autonomy 
of  "the  individual."  Even  in  some  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  church  one’s  "personal  rela¬ 
tionship  with  God”  is  stressed  to  the  near 
exclusion  of  Christianity’s  corporate  na¬ 
ture.  That  nature  includes  recognition  of 
the  family  as  the  primary  nurturer  of 
spiritual  and  moral  values. 

As  Christians,  we  should  act  on  the 
Dworkin/Leman  insight  by  reclaiming  a 
traditional  image  of  the  family  as  “the 
church  in  miniature.”  Adoption  of  such 
an  image  would  benefit  most  families  in 
at  least  three  ways: 

S  It  would  be  a  constant  reminder 
that  following  Christ  begins  each  day 
right  where  we  are:  in  our  homes,  with 
loved  ones,  to  whom  we  are  accountable 
for  sharing  and  living  out  our  faith  tradi¬ 
tion  and  commitment. 

/In  a  time  when  relationships,  in¬ 
cluding  families,  are  often  viewed  as 
temporary  and  disposable,  such  a  model 
would  promote  a  more  appropriately 
permanent  understanding  of  the  family: 
not  as  an  optional  set  of  relationships  but 
as  a  uniquely  precious  gift  from  God. 

'f  Such  a  model  would  encourage 
treating  our  families  as  the  primary 
base  for  Christian  mission— that  is,  for 
responding  to  and  carrying  out  God’s 
will  in  the  world.  Not  only  do  families 
that  "pray  together”  tend  to  “stay  to¬ 
gether.”  They  also  are  more  likely  than 
others  to  work  outside  the  home  to  pro¬ 
mote  and  glorify  the  cause  of  Christ. 

How  closely  are  Christian  faith  and 
family  relationships  linked  in  your 
home?  Could  your  family  be  fairly  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  “church  in  miniature”?  If 
not,  what  changes  would  be  required  for 
it  to  become  such? 


Here  I  Stand 

Non-violent  challenges  to  tyranny 9  oppression 
are  hopeful  signs  in  a  violence-filled  world 


By  RICHARD  DEATS 

That  oppressed  people  around  the 
world  are  challenging  unjust  struc¬ 
tures  and  tyrants  is  one  of  the  most 
hopeful  signs  of  our  day. 

People  are  demonstrating  their 
determination  to  be  free,  to  live  in 
dignity  and  to  have  hope  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

The  widespread  assumption  that 
these  struggles  for  liberation  must 
inevitably  be  violent  is,  however, 
only  that— an  assumption.  Tyranny 
rests  upon  the  people.  It  depends 
upon  their  cooperation  or,  at  least, 
their  passive  acceptance  of  its  rule. 

When  enough  people  actively  be¬ 
gin  to  question,  then  resist  that  rule, 
even  a  tyrannical  government  finds 
itself  with  decreasing  power  and 
ability  to  enforce  its  will. 

Nowhere  has  this  principle  been 
more  dramatically  seen  than  in  the 
events  leading  up  to  the  non-violent 
overthrow  of  Ferdinand  Marcos  in 
the  Philippines  in  February  1986. 

Determination  demonstrated 

After  nearly  two  decades  of  au¬ 
thoritarian  and  brutal  rule  under  Mr. 
Marcos,  the  Filipinos  demonstrated 
their  determination  to  put  an  end  to 
that  tyranny  once  and  for  all. 

What  was  to  be  a  rigged  election 
to  perpetuate  Mr.  Marcos  in  office 
proved  to  be  the  occasion  for  mobi¬ 
lizing  the  nation  to  usher  in  a  new 
government  under  the  leadership  of 
Corazon  Aquino. 


Hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
were  trained  as  poll  watchers,  and 
an  independent 
organization 
was  set  up  to 
monitor  the 
counting  of  the 
ballots.  Comput¬ 
er  operators  at 
great  risk 
walked  out  of 
the  national  Richard  Deats 
election  commission  when  it  be¬ 
came  clear  that  the  ballots  were  not 
being  fairly  tabulated. 

Masses  of  people  peacefully  sur¬ 
rounded  a  small  contingent  of  de¬ 
fecting  military  men  who  were  in 
danger  of  being  annihilated.  Con¬ 
templative  nuns  prayed  and  fasted 
for  a  peaceful  deliverance  from  tyr¬ 
anny. 

Soldiers  faced  with  bravery 

Unarmed  families  faced  armed 
soldiers  with  quiet  bravery.  Young 
people  gave  flowers  to  infantrymen, 
and  nuns  sat  in  front  of  oncoming 
tanks.  Radio  broadcasters  provided 
round-the-clock  information,  train¬ 
ing  and  encouragement  to  the 
masses  of  the  people. 

Bus  drivers  punctured  tires  and 
blocked  roads  with  their  disabled 
vehicles  to  hold  off  approaching 
troops  and  tanks.  Whole  congrega¬ 
tions  went  into  the  streets  to  vigil 
and  pray. 

Loyalist  troops  of  Mr.  Marcos— 


heretofore  fierce  in  their  treatment 
of  government  opponents— found 
themselves  disarmed  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  mass  display  of  goodwill  and 
unarmed  courage. 

In  short,  the  people  resisted  with 
soul  force  and  brought  down  a  dicta¬ 
tor  to  the  amazement  of  the  world. 

This  "people  power  revolution” 
gave  to  the  Filipinos  a  deep  sense  of 
their  own  God-given  dignity  and  po¬ 
tential.  Armed  with  the  power  of 
truth  and  love,  they  took  a  mighty 
step  forward  toward  societal  trans¬ 
formation. 

A  significant  step 

Though  only  a  step  in  a  long  jour¬ 
ney,  it  was  a  step  fraught  with  great 
significance.  Looked  at  in  terms  of 
historical  significance,  the  “people 
power  revolution”  of  the  Philippines 
is  of  profound  importance  for  hu¬ 
manity’s  ongoing  struggle  to  find  a 
way  other  than  lethal  violence  for 
ending  oppression  and  building  what 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  called  "the 
beloved  community." 

The  increasingly  destructive  pow¬ 
er  unleashed  in  modern  wars  and 
revolutions  has  brought  us  to  the 
brink  of  omnicide.  Our  global  inter¬ 
connectedness  means  that  there  is 
no  longer  any  localized  armed  con¬ 
flict. 

There  is  an  ever  present  danger  of 
such  conflicts  not  only  spreading  to 
neighboring  countries  but  drawing 
in  the  superpowers  as  well,  as  we 


see  in  Central  America,  the  Middle 
East  and  South  Africa.  No  one  is 
safe  from  the  scourge  of  modern 
warfare.  Even  the  earth,  indeed  all 
life,  is  threatened. 

Another  way  demonstrated  1 

But  in  the  Philippines  the  poten¬ 
tial  of  another  way  was  demonstrat¬ 
ed.  A  bold  "experiment  with  truth” 
has  provided  new  insights  into  the 
meaning  of  liberation  struggle. 

That  stands  beside  Gandhi’s  free¬ 
dom  movement  in  India,  the  civil- 
rights  struggle  in  the  United  States, 
Solidarity  in  Poland  and  the  growing 
worldwide  non-violent  movement 
that  seeks  to  live  out  the  divine  des¬ 
tiny  to  which  we  have  been  called, 
finding  a  way  forward  in  history 
where  justice,  peace  and  freedom 
are  inseparable. 

“Here  1  Stand ”  is  a  forum 
through  which  Reporter  readers 
may  express  opinions  and  concerns 
about  issues  facing  the  church.  The 
Rev.  Richard  Deats  is  a  ministerial 
member  of  United  Methodism’s  Phil¬ 
ippines  Annual  Conference  and  is 
currently  serving  on  staff  of  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  of  Reconciliation  in  Nyack, 
N.Y. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length) 
to  "Here  1  Stand,”  United  Methodist 
Reporter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas, 
Texas  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


My  Witness 


Identity,  concrete  goals  are  keys  to  vitality 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  Aug.  26  editori¬ 
al  headlined,  “Are  we  victims  of  ‘heart 
disease’?” 

The  matters  of  declining  levels  of  giv¬ 
ing  and  of  membership  in  the  UMC  need 
to  be  addressed  but  more  as  symptoms 
than  as  problems  themselves. 

Even  with  the  "malaise"  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation,  individual  congregations  are 
thriving,  as  reported  often  in  the  Report¬ 
er.  Some  congregations  have  hammered 
out  an  identity  for  themselves.  They  have 
decided  who  they  are  and  who  they  are 
not,  and  they  have  developed  concrete 
dreams  and  missions  based  upon  that. 

Rather  than  trying  to  be  “all  things  to 
all  people.”  such  congregations  have  in¬ 
stead  decided  to  be  the  best  hands,  heart, 
feet  or  ears  in  the  body  of  Christ  that 
they  can  possibly  be. 

Such  congregations  aren’t  thriving 
solely  because  they  are  United  Methodist 
or  because  they  have  adopted  dreams 
and  missions  developed  for  them  by  the 
General  Conference  or  our  boards  and 
agencies.  They  don’t  have  strong  stand¬ 
ing  in  membership  and  finances  because 
of  crafty  stewardship  drives  or  gentle 
suggestions  such  as  your  editorial. 

Whether  inspired  by  the  Good  News 
movement  or  as  a  reconciling  congrega¬ 
tion,  these  thriving  congregations  have  spe¬ 
cific  and  concrete  dreams  and  hopes.  It  is 
the  concreteness  that  gives  people  some¬ 
thing  to  “hang  their  hat  upon,”  or  more  to 
the  point,  something  specific  toward  which 
they  can  pledge  their  resources. 

Developing  an  identity  and  discerning 
just  where  they  stand  as  part  of  the  body 
of  Christ  are  the  ways  in  which  they  have 
inspired  the  commitment  on  a  local  level 
that  seems  to  be  lacking  on  broader  levels. 
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Until  local  congregations  take  such 
initiative  themselves,  discussion  about 
membership  and  finance  will  only  skirt 
the  central  concern  of  developing  com¬ 
mitment  to  the  church  through  a  church. 

Bruce  T.  Prestwood-Taylor 
Ware,  Massachusetts 

Column  writer  defended 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  sorry  that  David  Paul  of  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas,  doesn’t  know  Jaime  Potter- 
Miller  (see  UMR,  Aug.  19).  If  he  did,  he 
wouldn’t  have  questioned  her  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Christian  faith. 

Perhaps  the  election  of  a  woman  to  the 
episcopacy  doesn-t  bring  tears  of  joy  to 
Mr.  Paul’s  eyes,  but  I  can  understand  how 
Ms.  Potter-Miller  could  see  in  that  unex¬ 
pected  turn  of  events  the  hand  of  God. 

Jaime  Potter-Miller,  through  her  ser¬ 
mons  and  songs,  has  often  lifted  the  spir¬ 
its  of  her  brother  and  sister  in  the  clergy. 

If  the  events  at  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tional  Conference  gave  her  new  hope  for 
the  church  and  an  end  to  a  spiritual  dry 
spell,  then  I  rejoice  with  her.  She  is 
among  the  most  dedicated  and  spiritual¬ 
ly  alive  pastors  I  know. 

H.  Rand  Edwards 
Washington,  Pennsylvania 

We  care,  but  do  we  act? 

To  the  Editor: 

What  are  we  United  Methodists  doing 
to  protest  our  government’s  continued 
squandering  of  resources  on  ever  more 
lethal  weaponry  and  on  adventures  in 
space  when  there  is  so  much  suffering 
here  in  our  midst  and  around  the  world? 

Surely  not  enough. 

Christ  was  sent  to  us  as  the  prince  of 
peace,  and  His  coming  was  announced 
with  the  message:  “Peace  on  earth;  good¬ 
will  to  men."  Are  we  sufficiently  con¬ 
cerned  for  peace? 

Is  our  apparent  lack  of  influence  be¬ 
cause  of  insensitivity  to  the  basic  needs 
of  others,  to  lack  of  faith  in  God  or  to 
failure  to  recognize  our  responsibility  as 
citizens  of  a  democratic  form  of  govern¬ 
ment?  Perhaps  it  is  a  bit  of  all  three  but 
surely  much  of  the  last. 

Are  we  sufficiently  aware  of  the  need 
to  keep  informed  of  vital  issues,  on  our 
government’s  foreign  policies  and  on  the 
voting  record  of  our  people  in  Congress? 
Do  we  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  how 
our  U.S.  representatives  vote  each  fall  in 
the  United  Nations  General  Assembly? 

We  may  care,  but  do  we  act?  When  the 
people  speak,  government  responds. 

Gail  Asel 

Maysville,  Missouri 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow- 


Irony  pointed  out 

To  the  Editor: 

Are  you  aware  of  the  delightful  irony 
of  your  Aug.  19  editorial  headlined,  “Uni¬ 
versal  deserves  ‘best  hornswoggle’  Os¬ 
car”?  It  ends  with,  “There  is  only  one 
effective  means  of  combating  exploit¬ 
ative  hype:  Ignore  it.” 

Ignore  it  you  didn’t.  The  page  is  filled 
with  four  other  articles  and  columns 
about  the  film:  “Well-meaning  Christians 
can  become  accomplices”;  “How  should 
we  deal  with  sacrilege?”;  “Peeling  back 
the  layers  of  movie’s  hype,,  meaning”; 
“Sharpening  the  focus  on  ‘Last  Tempta¬ 
tion  of  Christ’  ”;  and  “How  did  we  get  to 
where  we  are?” 

The  last  article  ends  with,  "The  Re¬ 
porter  flies  Associate  Editor  Stephen 
Swecker  to  Chicago  to  view  the  first 
available  public  screening.” 

Good  going!  Not  a  minute  to  lose  in  ig¬ 
noring  the  story! 

As  a  liberal  churchman,  I  find  myself 
in  this  controversy  siding  with  the  pro¬ 
testers  of  the  film.  Whatever  the  limita¬ 
tions  of  their  methods,  at  least  they  care. 

Contrast  that  with  the  leaders  of  the 
liberal  denominations,  whose  main  stock 
in  trade  is  their  unconvinced  amiability, 
going  about  busily  quoting  the  First 
Amendment. 

George  R.  Plagenz 
Columbus,  Ohio 


You  fell  into  trap 

To  the  Editor: 

As  I  read  the  editorial  of  Aug.  19  on 
“Hornswoggle,”  I  wondered  why  you  too 
fell  into  the  trap. 

Why  not  practice  what  you  preach  and 
ignore  this  whole  dirty  topic?  Let’s  spend 
our  time  and  money  to  promote  the  one 
true  God  and  Jesus  Christ. 

Woodrow  W.  Roberts 
Jena,  Louisiana 


the  response  and  that  its  plans  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  religious  community  with 
some  care  dissolved  in  the  process. 

Attacking  the  messenger  instead  of 
paying  more  attention  to  the  message 
may  be  safe,  but  it  dishonors  the  excel¬ 
lent  coverage  in  most  of  your  discussion. 

Would  that  you  had  given  Stephen 
Swecker  twice  the  space,  though,  to  de¬ 
velop  the  excellent  point  he  touched  on 
at  the  end  of  his  review  and  perhaps  to 
raise  some  he  left  out.  For  example: 

•  How  do  we  penetrate  the  “fully  God, 
fully  human”  in  life  or  in  art?  Director 
Martin  Scorsese  tilts  too  far  in  the  hu¬ 
man  direction,  some  have  claimed,  but 
to  this  viewer  it  was  a  relief  after  the  ra¬ 
diant  pastel  hues  with  which  we  in  the 
church  so  often  paint  the  stories  of  Jesus. 

•  Though  it  has  received  almost  no  at¬ 
tention,  the  most  disturbing,  emotionally 
difficult  aspect  of  the  film  for  me  was 
the  extraordinary  violence.  It  was  not 
gratuitous  but  startled  me  with  its  obvi¬ 
ousness  and  forced  me  to  look  at  Jesus’ 
ministry  and  my  own  faith  in  a  new  way. 

•  Fundamentalist  fury  over  the  sexual 
theme  is  one  more  sign— like  homophobia 
and  Madison  Avenue’s  insistence  on  selling 
everything  with  sex — that  both  the  world 
and  the  church  hunger  to  look  more  au¬ 
thentically  into  the  relationships  between 
values,  sexuality  and  faith.  To  think  that 
Jesus  had  no  hormones  is  heretical  if  we 
include  him  in  the  human  race. 

Instead  of  blaming  Universal  for  mar¬ 
keting  the  film,  let’s  thank  Nikos  Kazan- 
tzakis  and  Martin  Scorsese  for  having 
the  courage  and  creativity  to  explore 
where  angels  apparently  fear  to  tread. 

And  hurrah  for  Universal,  as  well  as 
the  protesters,  for  turning  our  heads 
away  from  failed  ministers  to  a  power¬ 
fully  dramatic  expression  of  this  man 
Jesus  who  means  so  much  to  us  all. 

Paul  Chaffee 

San  Francisco,  California 


ing: 

“If  we  confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful 
and  just,  and  will  forgive  our  sins 
and  cleanse  us  from  all  unrighteous¬ 
ness.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Psalms  51:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  18 
Monday:  Psalms  27:1-6 
Tuesday:  Job  28:12-19 
Wednesday:  Job  28:20-28 
Thursday:  James  3:1-12 
Friday:  James  3:13-18 
Saturday:  Mark  9:14-29 
Sunday:  Mark  9:30-37 


He  doesn’t  know  my  Jesus! 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  your  Aug.  19  treatment  of 
“The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ.” 

Your  reporter,  Stephen  Swecker, 
doesn’t  know  my  Jesus! 

Serving  the  greatest  Master, 

Bill  Brown 

Florence,  South  Carolina 

Points  left  untouched 

To  the  Editor: 

While  hesitating  to  defend  Hollywood 
moguls,  I  think  making  Universal  pictures 
the  bad  guy  in  your  discussion  of  “The 
Last  Temptation  of  Christ”  is  a  low  blow. 

Complaining  about  the  “hype"  while 
devoting  30  percent  of  your  Aug.  19  issue 
to  the  film  is  to  protest  a  bit  much. 

My  own  sense  is  that  Universal  was 
blown  out  of  the  water  by  the  ferocity  of 


An  opportunity  to  share? 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  fall  my  employer  sent  me  to  Ire¬ 
land  for  seven  weeks.  During  this  time,  I 
attended  several  Methodist  churches. 

In  each  case  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  the  hymnal  contained  only  words. 
(Individuals  could  purchase  personal 
copies  with  music). 

With  the  introduction  of  our  new  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Hymnal,  might  we  not  con¬ 
sider  establishing  a  collection/ 
distribution  center  for  the  “old"  hymnals 
and  the  funding  to  disburse  them? 

I  am  sure  there  are  many  churches 
across  our  country  and  throughout  the 
world  that  would  welcome  them. 

Travel  abroad  certainly  underlines  the 
abundance  we  take  for  granted.  Perhaps 
this  is  an  opportunity  to  share. 

Ruth  Hurlbut 
Butler,  Pennsylvania 


Being  a  4P.K’  has  made 
me  tough  but  also  proud! 


By  CONNIE  CHRISTIAN  LAWHORN 

Being  labeled  a  “P.K.”  (preacher’s  kid) 
from  birth  and  having  the  last  name  of 
Christian  made  me  tough. 

I  was  tough  because  I 
four  children  born 
into  a  Methodist  par-  j 
sonage  in  North  Mis-  J 
sissippi  on  my  « 
father’s  birthday. 

I  was  tough  be-  " 
cause  members  of 
the  church  and  gen¬ 
eral  community  ex¬ 
pected  more  from  Connie  Lawhorn 
me  than  they  seemed  to  expect  from  oth¬ 
er  kids  in  the  neighborhood.  • 

I  was  tough  because  I  had  spent  grades 
eight,  nine,  10  and  11  in  one  school  only 
to  learn  during  final  exams  that  we 
would  be  moved  to  another  town  and 
that  I  wouldn’t  be  a  graduating  senior 
with  my  friends  of  four  years. 

I  was  tough  because— just  because.  I 
still  am. 

There  is  something  about  being  la¬ 
beled  a  P.K.  that  used  to  bother  me. 
There  is  something  about  still  being  a 
P.K.  that  makes  me  proud. 

I’m  proud  because  I  work  with  the  con- 
nectional  church  in  the  field  of  aging.  I’m 


proud  because  I  understand  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  what  it  means  to  my  heritage  and 
what  it  will  mean  to  my  grandchildren. 

I’m  proud  because  my  mom  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Scarritt  College  in  Christian  edu¬ 
cation  and  church  music  and  loves  her 
church  and  Lord.  I’m  proud  because  my 
children  love  United  Methodist  Youth 
Fellowship  and  Sunday  school. 

I’m  proud  that  I  can  be  comfortable  to 
stand  on  Sunday  morning  at  the  back  of 
the  sanctuary  while  the  organist  prepares 
to  begin  the  prelude  and  sing,  “There’s  a 
sweet,  sweet  spirit  in  this  place,”  and  to 
hear  the  congregation  get  quiet  and  spiri¬ 
tually  prepare  for  worship. 

I’m  proud  that  I  go  to  church  because 
of  the  learning  atmosphere  and  comfort¬ 
ing  relationships  gained  from  Christian 
friends  who  love.  I’m  proud  that  I  know 
it  is  not  just  the  preacher  who  makes  the 
church.  But  after  21  years  of  hearing  my 
daddy  preach,  I  still  believe  that  nobody 
can  out-preach  him! 

Being  born  a  "P.K.”  held  awesome  re¬ 
sponsibilities  for  me  as  a  young  person. 
Being  a  “P.K.”  continues  to  hold  the  same, 
but  things  have  changed.  I  grew  up! 

Connie  Lawhorn  is  a  member  of  St. 
Paul’s  United  Methodist  Church,  Mount 
Juliet,  Tenn.  ( Tennessee  conference). 


Sharing 
the  Loaf- 


For  a  World 
Made  Whole 


Crusade  Scholars  share  the  loaf  during  Holy  Communion 

October  2 

cgsss®81 

World  Communion 
Sunday 


And  give  to  the  offering 


that  helps  those  who  study  to  serve: 


•  Crusade  Scholarships 

•  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships 

•  Ethnic  Minority 

In-Service  Training 

UTCcm 
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UMs  to  aid  flooded  Bangladesh 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Victims  of  Bangladesh’s  "worst-ever” 
recent  flooding  are  to  receive  $50,000  in 
relief  supplies  from  United  Methodists. 

Part  of  the  emergency  grant  is  to  buy 
desperately  needed  water  purification 
tablets,  said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Unsanitary  drinking  water  has  report¬ 
edly  caused  more  than  100,000  cases  of 
diarrhea  and  other  medical  problems, 
according  to  the  Bangladesh  govern¬ 
ment’s  health  control  center. 

Flooding  in  the  Asian  country  along 
India’s  eastern  border— described  by  its 
president  as  the  "worst”  in  its  history- 
marooned  28  million  people  at  its  height 
and  caused  at  least  1,300  deaths,  accord¬ 
ing  to  news  reports. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  relief  committee  is  working  with 
Church  World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches,  in  provid¬ 
ing  the  purification  tablets  and  helping 
to  meet  other  emergency  needs. 

Lonnie  Turnipseed,  a  relief  official  with 
Church  World  Service,  told  the  Reporter 

Ecumenist 

By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

PRINCETON,  N.J.— A  new  path  to¬ 
ward  visible  Christian  unity  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  traced  out  under  the 
leadership  of  a  United  Methodist,  will  be 
debated  in  New  Orleans  later  this  year. 

The  Rev.  Gerald  F.  Moede,  who 
stepped  down  this  summer  as  general 
secretary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU),  views  development  of  the 
new  direction  as  a  key  accomplishment 
of  his  14  years  at  the  COCU  helm. 

Known  as  "covenanting,”  the  process 
uses  what  Dr.  Moede  calls  “a  biblical  for¬ 
mat  to  bring  Christians  together  sociologi¬ 
cally  and  theologically  to  meet  today’s 
needs  and  those  of  the  future.”  He  also 
pointed  out  that  it  is  one  that  in  the  U.S. 
"milieu  may  be  pragmatically  possible.” 

Interviewed  shortly  before  he  moved 
to  a  Wisconsin  pastorate,  Dr.  Moede  em¬ 
phasized  that  a  covenanting  approach 
“specifically  does  not  involve  institution¬ 
al  or  structural  merger.”  An  institution¬ 
al  union  was  rejected  by  COCU  churches 
in  1970. 

Dual  focus  anticipated 

The  covenanting  plan,  characterized 
as  "a  communion  model  mingling  minis¬ 
tries  and  members,”  would  have  a  “dual 
focus  of  worship  and  life  in  the  world”  at 
regional  and  local  levels,  he  said. 

"Albert  Outler  was  advocating  such  an 
approach  15-20  years  ago,”  Dr.  Moede 
observed. 

Dr.  Outler,  now  retired  from  the  facul¬ 
ty  of  Southern  Methodist  University’s 
Perkins  School  of  Theology,  is  one  of  the 
church’s  best-known  theologians  and 
Wesley  scholars. 

After  the  1970  plan  of  structural  union 
was  rejected,  it  became  necessary  to 
find  another  form  in  which  to  approach 
unity,  Dr.  Moede  continued. 

“We  had  to  wait  awhile  until  the  air 
cleared;  we  had  to  carry  through  some 
experiments  in  worship  and  mission;  we 
had  to  continue  development  of  a  theo¬ 
logical  agreement.” 

The  direction  to  be  debated  in  New  Or¬ 
leans  in  December,  the  United  Methodist 


By  WILLMAR  THORKELSON 

MINNEAPOLIS— The  Moscow  Baptist 
Church  now  can  send  50  volunteers  into  a 
government  psychiatric  hospital  to  work 
with  patients  and  to  provide  a  Christian 
witness  to  them. 

The  lifting  of  restrictions  on  charita¬ 
ble  work  by  religious  groups  is  one  of 
many  changes  coinciding  with  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  millennium  of  Christianity 
in  the  Soviet  Union,  a  leading  Soviet 
Christian  told  United  Methodists  during 
a  recent  visit  to  Minnesota. 

The  Rev.  Anatoly  Sokolov  attributed 
the  changes,  in  part,  to  the  policies  of 
"glasnost”  (openness)  and  “perestroika” 
(restructuring)  instituted  by  Soviet  lead¬ 
er  Mikhail  S.  Gorbachev. 

But  in  appearances  at  two  St.  Paul- 
area  United  Methodist  churches,  he  said 
he  was  also  convinced  that  "God  made 


that  10-million  water  purification  tablets 
were  to  have  been  flown  from  London  to 
the  capital  city  of  Dhaka  Sept.  9. 

The  10-million  tablets  would  supply 
60,000  families  for  40  days,  he  said. 

"When  life  in  Bangladesh  returns  to 
normal,  people  can  boil  water  to  purify 
it,”  he  said. 

As  of  last  week,  life  was  anything  but 
normal  in  the  Wisconsin-sized  delta  nation. 

In  Dhaka,  “the  human  suffering  is  be¬ 
yond  our  experience,”  said  Susanta  Adhi- 
kari,  director  of  the  Christian  Commission 
for  Development  in  Bangladesh. 

People  clinging  to  trees 

David  Barnhart,  a  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice  representative  in  Dhaka,  reported 
seeing  people  clinging  to  trees  above  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  Shivalaya  area,  where  there  is 
little  or  no  high  ground. 

The  more  fortunate  were  sitting  out 
the  flooding  on  the  upper  floors  of  half- 
submerged  buildings  or  on  rooftops,  ac¬ 
cording  to  other  news  reports. 

The  widespread  flooding  has  made  dis¬ 
tribution  of  relief  supplies  problematic, 
said  Dr.  Kehrberg. 

“It  is  a  very  difficult  situation  at  pres- 


ecumenist  asserts,  “is  theologically  re¬ 
spectable  and  responsible.  We  are  a  na¬ 
tion  that  took  covenanting  seriously  and 
we  have  that  in  our  national  psyche  and 
in  our  political  life,  as  well  as  in  our 
theological  life.” 

Churches,  said  Dr.  Moede,  “will  begin 
to  identify  in  ways  they  do  not  now  with 
brothers  and  sisters  around  us.  As  United 
Methodists,  we  will  realize  that  we  can¬ 
not  and  need  not  do  the  whole  things  our¬ 
selves,  that  our  identity  is  incomplete 
unless  others  are  somehow  with  us  and 
we  with  them." 

Elements  involved  in  the  covenanting 
process  include  COCU  churches’  accep¬ 
tance  of  one  another’s  baptism  and 
membership,  a  commitment  to  inclu¬ 
siveness,  recognition  and  reconciliation 


the  changes  possible"  and  that  the 
prayers  of  Christians  in  many  countries 
were  being  answered. 

Mr.  Sokolov  directs  the  press  service  of 
the  Union  of  Evangelical  Christian  Bap¬ 
tists  of  the  U.S.S.R.,  which  consists  of  Men- 
nonites,  Assembly  of  God  Pentecostals, 
Evangelical  Christians  and  Baptists. 

The  contribution  of  the  millennium 
celebration  was  “unique,"  Mr.  Sokolov 
said,  explaining  that  Christians  were 
able  to  preach  the  Gospel  on  the  streets, 
something  not  normally  permitted. 

He  said  that  more  than  5,000  persons 
attended  an  open-air  service  on  a  Dnepr 
River  bank  in  Kiev— the  exact  site  of  the 
first  mass  baptism  in  what  is  now  the  So¬ 
viet  Union  1,000  years  ago. 

“Many  unbelievers  were  present  at  the 
millennium  service,  making  u  a  great 
witness  for  Christ,”  he  said. 


ent  because  so  much  of  the  country  is  un¬ 
derwater,”  she  said. 

Although  the  nation’s  three  largest  riv¬ 
ers  began  to  recede  last  week,  transpor¬ 
tation  to  many  areas  was  impossible 
because  of  flooded  and  washed-out  roads. 

Mr.  Turnipseed  said  relief  efforts  were 
hampered  further  when  the  Dhaka  air¬ 
port  closed  for  several  days.  More  than 
half  its  runway  was  underwater. 

In  addition  to  transportation  prob¬ 
lems,  Bangladeshi  government  officials 
reportedly  added  to  the  confusion  by 
sending  mixed  signals  regarding  the 
need  for  some  emergency  supplies. 

Saidur  Rahman,  the  Bangladeshi  infor¬ 
mation  minister,  was  quoted  in  news  re¬ 
ports  late  last  week  as  insisting  that 
there  was  no  shortage  of  purification 
tablets  in  the  country,  even  as  United 
Methodist  and  Church  World  Service  of¬ 
ficials  were  arranging  their  shipment. 

Development  “washed  out” 

But  one  Western  diplomat  in  the  re¬ 
gion  who  tried  to  buy  the  tablets  for  re¬ 
lief  distribution  said  he  was  unable  to 
locate  sufficient  quantities  either  in  Ban¬ 
gladesh  or  in  nearby  countries. 


of  each  other’s  ministries,  a  common 
mission,  and  regularly  shared  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

A  specific  example  outlined  by  Dr. 
Moede  of  how  covenanting  could  change 
present  practices  in  the  nine  COCU 
churches  involves  ordination. 

“All  the  churches  that  are  together  in 
the  covenant  would  be  represented  in  or¬ 
dinations  so  that  new  ministers  would 
have  a  common  acceptability  by  all 
churches  in  the  covenant,  and,  therefore, 
could  serve  in  any  of  the  congregations 
of  these  churches." 

At  the  local  level,  joint  baptisms  once 
or  twice  a  year  would  be  held,  an  Easter 
vigil  might  be  shared  and  the  eucharist 
would  be  celebrated  together  regularly. 

Local  missional  activity  would  be 


In  Bryansk,  a  city  400  kilometers 
south  of  Moscow,  three  Baptist  congre¬ 
gations  with  1,500  members  came  to¬ 
gether  for  a  five-hour,  open-air 
millennium  service  attended  by  some 
3,500  persons,  most  of  them  unbelievers, 
Mr.  Sokolov  said. 

The  service  was  preceded  by  a  march 
through  the  city’s  streets  in  which  church 
members  carried  banners  quoting  verses 
of  Scripture. 

Mr.  Sokolov  said  the  first  two  hours  of 
the  service  consisted  of  sermons  and  an¬ 
other  two  hours  was  devoted  to  bap¬ 
tisms.  Sixty-three  people  were  baptized 
and  at  the  end  of  the  service,  50  persons 
responded  to  invitations  from  the  three 
officiating  pastors  and  "came  to  the  pul¬ 
pit,  kneeled,  repented  of  their  sins,  and 
accepted  Jesus  Christ,"  he  said. 

The  minister  said  media  coverage  ot 


In  addition  to  the  emergency  relief  as¬ 
sistance,  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
announced  an  immediate  allocation  of 
$150,000  so  the  Christian  Commission  for 
Development  in  Bangladesh — which  also 
receives  UM  funding— can  rebuild  its 
projects  after  flood  waters  recede. 

"All  the  (agency’s)  development  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  washed  out,”  said  Mr. 
Turnipseed.  He  noted  that  floods  last 
year  severely  damaged  the  agency’s 
work  but  said  it  was  able  to  salvage 
about  75  percent  of  its  projects. 

The  relief  agency  official  doubts  that 
many  current  projects  can  be  salvaged. 

“This  year’s  flood  may  change  the  way 
all  voluntary  agencies  do  development  in 
Bangladesh,”  he  said.  “Not  only  has  the 
magnitude  of  the  flooding  increased  but 
also  the  frequency.” 

Development  officials  all  insist  that 
the  most  pressing  need  is  a  regional  plan 
to  stop  flood  waters  that  originate  out¬ 
side  Bangladesh  in  the  Himalayan  water¬ 
shed,  the  Associated  Press  reported. 

The  United  Methodist  News  Service 
gontributed  to  this  article. 


planned  jointly.  Present  church  struc¬ 
tures,  forms  of  worship,  modes  of  bap¬ 
tism,  assignment  of  pastors,  and  other 
traditions  will  be  retained. 

COCU’s  worship  commission  is  devel¬ 
oping  liturgies  for  inauguration  of  the 
covenanting  agreement  at  national,  re¬ 
gional  and  local  levels. 

Supporting  the  covenanting  proposal 
are  earlier  agreements  on  mutual  recogni¬ 
tion  of  church  membership  and  theology. 

Some  provisions  accepted 

Each  of  the  nine  COCU  churches  has 
accepted  at  its  highest  level  the  baptism 
and  membership  recognition,  and  the 
theology  statement  now  is  making  the 
rounds  of  top  legislative  assemblies.  The 
1988  United  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  the  theology  statement  as 
an  adequate  expression  of  apostolic 
faith. 

“How  proud  I  was  of  our  church  in  ac¬ 
cepting  the  theological  consensus  and 
how  thankful;  it  was  important  for  the 
future  of  COCU  and  our  church,  ecu¬ 
menically,"  Dr.  Moede  asserted. 

The  theology  statement  is  in  some 
ways  one  of  a  kind,  he  continued.  It  com¬ 
bines  agreement  on  classical  doctrinal 
points  of  division  with  "agreed  ways  of 
interpreting  liberation  theologies”  such 
as  black,  feminist  and  Third  World,  and 
the  "theological  thinking  of  persons  with 
disabilities,"  he  said. 

Another  important  development  dur¬ 
ing  Dr.  Moede’s  tenure  as  COCU’s  chief 
[  staff  executive,  he  said,  was  the  “deepen¬ 
ing  of  trust  among  the  churches.” 

He  added,  "Trust  is  basic  to  any  pro¬ 
cess  in  manifesting  unity.  This  was  espe¬ 
cially  the  case  in  developing 
relationships  with  predominantly  black 
churches.  It  also  was  true  among  women 
and  people  with  handicapping  conditions 
as  their  concerns  and  theological  view¬ 
points  were  sought  and  taken  seriously.” 

Despite  the  gains  of  the  past  14  years, 
the  United  Methodist  theologian  sees  dif¬ 
ficulties  that  remain  unresolved. 

“An  innate  individualism  still  seems  to 
attract  U.S.  Christians— the  ‘we  can  go  it 
alone’  mentality,  along  with  a  penchant 


millennium  events,  including  appear¬ 
ances  of  religious  leaders  on  television, 
had  prompted  many  unbelievers  to  ask 
for  Bibles. 

Many  had  heard  that  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment  had  permitted  Soviet  Protestant 
churches  to  receive  100,000  Bibles  printed 
in  West  Germany  and  the  Russian  Ortho¬ 
dox  Church  to  receive  150,000  Bibles  from 
West  Germany,  in  addition  to  another 
100,000  printed  inside  the  USSR. 

He  said  the  demand  for  Bibles  had 
shown  the  “spiritual  hunger”  that  exists 
in  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  Soviet  Union,  he  said,  has  some  50 
million  Orthodox  believers,  3  million 
Protestant  Christians  and  only  1.9  mil¬ 
lion  Communist  Party  members.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  believers  is  much  higher  than 
the  percentage  of  atheists,  he  said. 

He  said  Christians  pray  "intensely”  for 
Mr.  Gorbachev  and  for  his  government, 
believing  that  he  has  a  good  attitude  to¬ 
ward  believers.  Mr.  Gorbachev's  mother  is 
a  believer  and  the  government  leader  has 
some  knowledge  of  Scripture,  illustrated 
by  the  fact  he  was  able  to  complete  a 
phrase  of  Scripture  that  someone  had 
quoted  incompletely,  Mr.  Sokolov  said. 

Improving  church  work  with  children 
and  youth  has  become  another  possibility 
under  the  current  government,  the  minis¬ 
ter  said.  While  Sunday  schools  are  not  yet 
permitted,  parents  can  freely  bring  their 
children  to  Christmas  services  for  children 
at  the  beginning  of  January,  he  said. 

He  said  opening  a  seminary  is  the 
most  urgent  need  for  his  Union  of  Evan¬ 
gelical  Christian  Baptists.  At  present, 
ministers  receive  training  by  Bible 
school  correspondence  courses.  A  few, 
like  Mr.  Sokolov,  have  been  able  to  study 
abroad.  He  studied  at  Spurgess  Seminary 
in  England. 

Besides  serving  as  press  director  for 
the  Union  of  Evangelical  Christian  Bap¬ 
tists,  Mr.  Sokolov  is  a  preacher  in  the 
Moscow  Baptist  Church  and  a  minister 
of  small  Baptist  church  at  Klin,  about  40 
kilometers  north  of  Moscow. 

While  in  Minnesota,  Mr.  Sokolov  spoke 
at  Hamline  United  Methodist  Church  and 
First-Trinity  United  Methodist  Church, 
both  in  St.  Paul. 

Mr.  Thorkelson  is  a  freelance  writer  in 
Minneapolis. 
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Severe  flooding  in  Bangladesh,  in 
the  area  shown  on  this  map,  has  left 
thousands  homeless. 


Bangladesh  Emergency 
ADVANCE  No.  202400 

United  Methodists  can  contribute  to 
the  relief  effort  by  designating  their  of¬ 
fering  for  the  Bangladesh  Emergency 
Advance  No.  202400. 


for  competition,”  he  said. 

"The  temptation  to  organize  the  world 
families  of  churches  at  the  expense  of 
national  efforts  also  remains. 

“We  need  to  do  a  better  job  of  commu¬ 
nicating  with  Christians  who  call  them¬ 
selves,  ‘evangelical’  than  we  have.  What 
we  are  doing  is,  in  my  opinion,  at  the 
very  heart  of  what  being  evangelical 
means,  but  we  need  to  involve  more 
evangelicals  in  our  work,  hear  their  con¬ 
cerns  and  enlist  them  in  the  vital  cause 
of  manifesting  visible  unity.” 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  been 
a  participant  in  the  Consultation  on 
Church  Union  since  its  beginning  almost 
30  years  ago.  Retired  Bishop  James  K. 
Mathews  of  Washington  served  a  term  as 
the  movement’s  president. 

The  plenary  to  be  held  Dec.  5-9  in  New 
Orleans  will  involve  about  two  dozen 
United  Methodists,  including  10  voting 
delegates  named  by  the  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops.  If  approved  there,  the  covenanting 
proposal  then  will  go  to  the  nine  partici¬ 
pating  churches  for  consideration. 

Consultation  members,  in  addition  to 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  include  the 
African  Methodist  Episcopal,  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  and  Christian 
Methodist  Episcopal  churches,  Christian 
Church  (Disciples  of  Christ),  Episcopal 
Church,  the  International  Council  of 
Community  Churches,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.)  and  the  United  Church  of 
Christ. 


By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Gripping  stories  of 
brutality  against  children  were  com¬ 
bined  with  calls  for  changes  in  U.S.  poli¬ 
cy  toward  Israel  Sept.  8  as  members  of  a 
"friendship  tour”  to  the  Middle  East  re¬ 
ported  their  findings  during  a  news  con¬ 
ference. 

A  dozen  United  Methodists  were 
among  the  56  participants  in  the  trip 
sponsored  by  Pax  World  Foundation. 

The  group  returned  Aug.  27  after  two 
weeks  in  Jordan,  the  West  Bank,  Gaza 
and  Israel. 

Israeli  military  operations  "have 
called  into  question  fundamental  as¬ 
sumptions  of  parents  and  children 
throughout  the  world,”  Stephen  Bing. 
Bolton,  Mass.,  told  the  news  conference. 

Mr.  Bing  heads  a  state-based  child  ad¬ 
vocacy  organization. 

"Nothing  in  my  professional  and  per¬ 
sonal  experience,  ranging  from  repre¬ 
senting  children  who  were  victims  of 
racial  violence  in  Newark,  N.J.,  to  moni¬ 
toring  school  desegregation  in  South  Car¬ 
olina,  to  exploring  issues  of  hunger  in 
Appalachia,  prepared  me  for  the  situa¬ 
tion  faced  by  children  in  the  West  Bank 
and  Gaza,”  Mr.  Bing  asserted. 

‘Unspeakable  violence’  reported 

Children,  he  said,  are  subject  to  ran¬ 
dom  search  and  arrest,  and  are  “victims 
of  unspeakable  violence." 

Schools  are  closed,  he  continued,  hos¬ 
pitals  are  subject  to  military  attack,  and 
“children  go  without  needed  medical 
care  for  wounds  suffered  in  beatings  and 
shootings  because  they  are  afraid  they 
will  be  arrested." 

Jennifer  Bing-Canar,  a  resident  of  the 
West  Bank  for  the  past  two  years  and  a 
teacher  in  a  Quaker  school,  related  how 
her  students  have  become  immobilized 
by  their  experiences. 

She  said  she  was  shot  in  the  back  with 
an  Israeli  rubber-coated  bullet,  and  her 
husband  was  beaten  by  soldiers  after  he 
tried  to  intercede  when  he  saw  them 
roughing  up  a  teenager. 

Camilo  Perez-Bustillo,  a  Somerville, 
Mass.,  attorney  and  an  advisor  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee 
Refugee  Program,  in  describing  what  he 
labeled  "indiscriminate  violence" 
against  several  children,  said  that  if  “we 
do  not  act  on  the  information  available, 
we  will  have  an  endless  cycle  of  revenge, 
death  and  suffering.” 

Calling  for  action  by  U.S.  citizens,  a 
well-known  United  Methodist  social  ethi- 
cist  and  theological  professor,  the  Rev. 
J.  Philip  Wogaman,  said  “Israel  now 
needs  to  feel  some  real  pressure.” 

Dr.  Wogaman,  who  teaches  at  Wesley 
Seminary  in  Washington,  added;  “I  am 
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Assistance 
won’t  end 
after  floods 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  $50,000 
emergency  grant  for  Bangladesh  relief 
efforts  is  likely  to  be  the  church’s  first 
response,  not  the  last. 

Gary  Bekofske,  who  directs  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  special¬ 
ized  ministries,  told  the  Reporter  that  UM 
assistance  isn’t  limited  to  a  one-time  re¬ 
sponse  to  headline-making  disasters. 

"What  we  try  to  do  is  make  sense  with 
the  allocations,"  Mr  Bekofske  explained. 
He  said  the  agency’s  first  concern  is  for 
“individual  lives,  especially  the  lives  and 
livelihood  of  the  poor  ” 

“The  next  step  will  be  for  less  critical 
emergency  items."  said  Mr.  Bekofske.  In 
the  case  of  Bangladesh,  it  will  be  to  help 
repair  and  rebuild  homes  and  restore 
vast  agricultural  efforts,  he  explained. 

"Certainly  they  need  money  up  front, 
but  they  will  need  money  three  months 
from  now,  six  months  from  now  and  a 
year  from  now,"  he  said. 

The  UM  relief  official  said  the  same 
thing  is  true  in  most  other  emergencies. 

Recently,  the  UM  relief  agency  re¬ 
sponded  to  emergencies  in  Burundi, 
where  Bishop  J  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
asked  for  $15,000  to  aid  victims  of  tribal 
violence,  and  in  Nepal,  where  $30,000 
was  sent  to  assist  earthquake  victims. 

Funds  for  responding  to  emergencies 
come  from  individual  United  Methodists' 
contributions  to  the  "One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing,”  an  annual  offering  taken  in  lo¬ 
cal  churches. 

"We  try  to  start  the  year  with  $500,000 
in  this  emergency  account,”  said  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg  the  relief  agency’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  director. 

In  the  case  of  Bangladesh,  the  relief 
committee  contributes  to  several  ongo¬ 
ing  projects,  including  a  woman-and-in- 
fant  health  program  in  Khulna  and  land, 
irrigation  and  women’s  job  training  proj¬ 
ects  through  the  Christian  Commission 
for  Development. 

The  development  agency  is  a  coopera¬ 
tive  program  with  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice — the  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches— and  the  World 
Council  of  Churches. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  last  week  that  her 
agency  is  carefully  monitoring  the  situa¬ 
tion  involving  the  Khulna  health  clinic  to 
determine  what  it  needs  to  resume  oper¬ 
ation  after  the  floods  subside. 

"We  are  anticipating  being  a  part  of  a 
long-term  relief  effort  in  Bangladesh," 
she  said. 


J.  Philip  Wogaman 
.  .  .  time  for  action 


afraid  that  the  United  States,  Israel’s  ma¬ 
jor  international  benefactor,  has  too  often 
provided  that  country  with  a  blank  check. 

“The  time  has  come  for  caring  people 
in  the  United  States  to  say  that  will  no 
longer  do,"  he  said. 

‘Concern’  lacks  passion 

While  church  people  have  exhibited  a 
good  deal  of  concern.  Dr.  Wogaman  con¬ 
tinued,  “it  hasn't  been  very  passionate. 

"On  the  other  hand,  U.S.  government 
support  for  almost  any  Israeli  policy  has 
been  undergirded  by  passionate  constitu¬ 
encies  ...  We  need  to  make  it  clear  there 
are  limits  beyond  which  we  will  not  tol¬ 
erate  the  U.S.  government’s  going.” 

At  the  same  time,  the  Wesley  semi¬ 
nary  professor  said,  U.S.  Christians 
"should  reach  out  in  new  ways  for  dia¬ 
logue  with  the  Jewish  community  in  the 
United  States,  many  of  whose  members 
are  deeply  troubled." 

Mr.  Bing  added  his  view  that  "Israeli 
society  is  by  no  means  a  monolith”  and 
many  persons  both  in  Israel  and  the  U.S. 
are  concerned  about  recent  events. 

Martha  Keys,  Arlington.  Va.,  a  former 
U.S.  Representative  from  Kansas  and  a 
health  and  education  official  in  the  Ca:  - 
ter  administration,  said  the  situation 
calls  for  strong  initiatives  in  leadership 
by  the  U.S.  president. 

"We  cannot  condone  such  activity  (as 
Israel's)  on  the  part  of  our  friends."  Pax 
World  Foundation,  the  tour’s  sponsor,  is 
a  Washington-based  organization  encour¬ 
aging  international  understanding,  rec¬ 
onciliation  and  development  in  behalf  of 
the  poor  and  world  peace. 

The  Rev.  J.  Elliott  Corbett,  a  United 
Methodist,  is  the  foundation's  president. 


I  SOUGHT  THE  LORD,  AND  HE  HEARD  ME,  AND  DELIVERED  ME  FROM  ALL  MY  FEARS. 

—  Psalm  34:4 

READ  THIS  MESSAGE  CAREFULLY.  It  is  printed  here  for  one  reason  —  to  reach  those  who  love  Jesus  with  all 
their  hearts  and  yet  are  unable  to  serve  Him  effectively. 

THE  JOY  IS  NOT  THERE  LIKE  IT  ONCE  WAS.  A  gradual  “drifting  away"  from  God  has  taken  place  until  it 
seems  that  prayers  are  no  longer  getting  through.  On  the  mountaintop  one  day  and  in  the  valley  the  next,  the  faith  experiences 
come  but  they  do  not  last 

Sleepless  nights  Tired  soon  after  rising.  A  feeling  that  no  one  really  cares  or  understands.  Moments  of  over¬ 
whelming  loneliness.  Fear  of  what  the  future  holds,  of  how  you  will  get  by,  of  "what  will  become  of  me?" 

I  AM  WEARY  OF  MY  CRYING:  MY  THROAT  IS  DRIED:  MINE  EYES  FAIL  WHILE  I  WAIT  FOR  MY  GOD. 

—  Psalm  69:3 

You’ve  prayed.  You’ve  given.  You’ve  even  written  to  the  top  ministers  in  the  country  and  asked  TH  E  M  to  pray  — 
and  yet  things  seem  to  be  getting  worse  instead  of  better. 

If  you  are  right  now  saying  to  yourself  that  this  fits  you  to  a  “T”  —  don’t  be  surprised,  for  God  often  does  work  in  mysterious 
ways.  I  too  once  knew  deep  despair,  and  when  the  Lord  raised  me  up  I  asked  that  He  use  me  to  help  others  who  are  suffering  as 
I  once  suffered.  And  over  the  past  fifteen  years,  many  hundreds  of  friends  have  seen  that  "wall"  disappear  between  God  and 
themselves,  enabling  them  to  “come  alive”  again. 

If  you  too  would  like  to  receive  faith-strengthening  helps  which  have  assisted  others  in  regaining  a  purpose  in  life,  a  reason  for 
living,  then  I  invite  you  to  drop  me  a  line.  I  do  ask,  however,  that  no  one  write  simply  out  of  curiosity.  Because  I  read  and 
answer  all  mail  myself,  it  is  necessary  that  correspondence  be  limited  only  to  those  truly  in  need  of  help.  Save  this.  It  will  not 
appear  in  the  next  issue. 

Write  to:  Joseph  Peter  Phillips  Box  968  Banning,  CA  92220 


Soviet  Baptist  tells  of  newly  won  religious  freedoms 


sees  6 covenanting 9  as  key  to  Christian  unity 


The  Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  a  United  Methodist  who  stepped  down  this  sum¬ 
mer  as  general  secretary  of  the  Consultation  on  Church  Union,  says  he  be¬ 
lieves  “covenanting”  will  be  “a  biblical  format  to  bring  Christians 
together.”  He  left  COCU  to  serve  a  parish  in  Wisconsin. 


—GLEN  LARUM 

Mideast  visitors  denounce 
Israeli  brutality  to  children 
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Plymouth  church  rocks  with  sounds  of  happy  ‘family’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

PLYMOUTH,  Mich.— Imagine  a  giant 
family  reunion  once  a  week. 

That  is  the  mood  in  the  basement  fel¬ 
lowship  room  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  during  the  intermission  between 
Sunday  morning  worship  services. 

On  this  June  Sunday,  it  is  crowded  and 
noisy.  To  move,  people  have  to  jostle 
their  way  along.  And  they  stop— first 
here,  then  there. 

Here,  they  gush  over  a  handsewn  stole 
presented  to  their  young  associate  minis¬ 
ter,  the  Rev.  Doug  McMunn,  in  honor  of 
his  ordination  as  an  elder  earlier  in  the 
week  during  annual  conference. 

There,  they  hug  happy  high  school 
graduates,  congratulating  them  for  mak¬ 
ing  it  through  12  years  of  school. 

Farther  on,  they  stop  to  listen  in  on 
two  young  couples  comparing  notes 
about  their  group’s  weekly  Bible  study. 

Or  men  talking  about  their  Wednesday 
morning  prayer  breakfast  -so  success¬ 


ful  the  women  are  copying  it. 

Or  a  group  talking  about  the  church’s 
building  plans  and  the  $1.2  million  raised 
to  date  for  the  new  sanctuary. 

One  big  happy  family 

The  fellowship  hour  echoes  with  the 
sounds  of  one  big  happy  family.  At  last 
count,  it  was  a  “family”  with  1,375  mem¬ 
bers  and  growing  at  the  rate  of  60  new 
additions  every  year. 

It  hash’t  always  been  this  way,  some 
church  members  said.  Friendly  enough, 
sure,  but  not  “family"  like  this. 

There  was  a  time  when  Plymouth 
First  Church  reflected  the  prevailing  at- 


i 


PLYMOUTH,  Mich.— Sanford  Burr,  a  50-year  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Plymouth,  shows  off  plans  to  expand  the  church.  Mr. 
Burr  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee  the  last  time  the  facility  was 
enlarged.  He  admits  he  didn’t  think  at  the  time  that  it  would  have  to  be 
done  again  in  his  lifetime. 


“This  church  just  has 
something  special  to 
offer,  an  excitement  .  .  . 
It’s  something  you  want 
to  catch.” 

— June  Turner 


titudes  in  the  largely  white,  affluent, 
bedroom  community  of  Detroit  with  its 
large  numbers  of  middle-aged  execu¬ 
tives  and  whitecollar  workers  associated 
with  the  automotive  industry. 

In  fact,  one  member  said,  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  Plymouth  has  been  described  as 
“wired,  white  and  uptight.” 

But  if  Plymouth  First  UMC  ever  fit 
that  description,  it  doesn’t  any  more. 

Nancy  L.  Smith,  the  church’s  secretary 
since  1978,  said,  “I  have  watched  this 
congregation  change  from  a  cool,  unin¬ 
volved,  fragmented  group  to  a  live,  ex¬ 
cited,  warm,  caring  family. 

“You  can  sense  the  excitement  during 
fellowship  hour,  during  mid-week  class¬ 
es,  during  worship  and  throughout  the 
week,”  said  Ms.  Smith. 

"People  are  involved  in  activities  and 
it’s  ‘alive’  around  here.” 

First  credit  to  the  Shepherd 

She  gives  the  credit  “first  to  the  Shep¬ 
herd,  then  to  His  undershepherd”— the 
Rev.  John  Grenfell  Jr.,  senior  pastor  for 
eight  years. 

Mrs.  Smith  said  the  pastor  helps  gen¬ 
erate  the  sense  of  “aliveness”  by  encour¬ 
aging  lay  people  to  take  leadership  roles 
in  the  church’s  ministry. 

“As  a  result,  more  ministry  is  accom¬ 
plished  and  people  learn  to  care  for  one 
another,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Grenfell  and  Mr.  McMunn  single 
out  the  efforts  of  members  like  Mary 
Childs,  who  makes  an  everyday  practice 
of  calling  elderly  members  to  see  how 
they  are  doing,  as  the  kind  of  ministry 
that  makes  things  happen. 

That’s  the  model  they  encourage 
members  to  duplicate  throughout  the 
church— members  actively  and  inten¬ 
tionally  ministering  to  one  another. 

Christy  Carroll  said  that  this  kind  of 
ministry  has  occurred  in  “New  Horizons," 
a  group  of  about  30  young  couples. 

The  couples  have  grown  very  close  to 
each  other  in  a  group  that  she  gives  Mr. 
McMunn  credit  for  getting  started. 

“He  told  us  there  were  a  lot  of  us,”  Ms. 
Carroll  said.  “We  didn’t  believe  him.” 


PLYMOUTH,  Mich.— It  was  hard  to  tell  who  were  the  proud  parents  and  who  were  the  proud  godparents  from  . 
the  congregation  when  graduating  seniors  of  Plymouth’s  First  United  Methodist  Church  were  honored  earlier  this  : 
year.  The  ceremony  and  gathering  in  the  fellowship  hall  afterward  typified  the  remarkable  sense  of  “family”  this 
growing  United  Methodist  congregation  exudes. 


They  do  now,  and  they  have  come  to 
appreciate  its  importance. 

Last  year,  when  a  young  woman  mem¬ 
ber  was  killed  in  an  auto  accident,  the  cor¬ 
porate  ministry  of  New  Horizons  helped 
them— including  the  young  woman’s  hus¬ 
band-deal  with  the  tragedy,  she  said. 

Members  helping  members 

Emphasis  on  members  ministering  to 
members  has  helped  make  Plymouth 
First  a  growing  church  during  years 
when  many  churches  in  the  Detroit  An¬ 
nual  Conference  were  reporting  steady 
membership  declines. 

By  contrast,  Plymouth  First  has  re¬ 
corded  an  average  net  gain  rate  of  60 
members  a  year  for  the  past  four  years. 

June  Turner  said  she  and  her  family 
were  so  impressed  by  what  was  happening 
at  the  church  that  instead  of  rejoining 
their  home  church  when  they  returned  to 
Plymouth  from  a  stint  in  Brazil  four  years 


Pump  brings  new  life  to  villagers 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

"There  are  villages  in  North  Sumatra 
that  have  no  water,”  said  the  Rev. 
Dwight  S.  Busacca  of  Naperville,  Ill. 

Mr.  Busacca,  a  mission  interpreter-for 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
was  describing  one  of  the  major  prob¬ 
lems  facing  villages  in  Indonesia— thou¬ 
sands  of  families  without  water. 

He  and  17  others  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  North  Central  Jurisdiction  visited  the 
village  of  Sibakkudu  in  Indonesia  last 
spring  to  learn  how  churches  could  help 
"bring  water  to  a  village"  with  help  from 
The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

“Sibakkudu  is  built  on  a  high  ridge  with 
a  sharp  drop  on  each  side,”  Mr.  Busacca 
said.  "The  families  live  in  small,  simple 
homes  under  unsanitary  conditions. 

“Pigs,  goats  and  chickens  roam  freely, 
making  the  environment  unhealthy.  There 
are  no  cars,  no  vans,  not  even  a  bicycle. 
Signs  of  malnourishment  are  apparent  in 
both  the  children  and  the  adults. 

“The  only  water  is  in  a  small,  artesian- 
fed  stream  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away 
at  the  base  of  a  valley.  Each  day,  women 
in  the  village  walk  down  the  steep  ridge  on 
which  the  village  is  built  to  secure  their 
water.  They  must  carefully  climb  the 
ridge  with  the  water  in  buckets  and  return 
to  their  homes. 

“It’s  difficult  enough  to  climb  the 


Partnership 
in  Missions 

IVo  gift  too  small 

CLASSIFIED 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  for 
growing  United  Methodist  church  of  2400  + 
members.  New  position  requiring  Christian  com¬ 
mitment.  degree  or  equivalent  business  experi¬ 
ence  and  excellent  people  skills.  Responsible  for 
financial,  facilities  and  office  management,  as 
well  as  personnel  management.  Salary  and  bene¬ 
fits  negotiable  based  on  qualifications.  Submit 
resume  and  references  before  October  5.  1988  to: 
Dale  Sells,  Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist, 
13102  Lake  Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 


A  DIRECTOR  OF  EVANGELISM  AND  Nurture 

open  in  a  1000-member  United  Methodist  church 
in  Canton.  Illinois.  Salary  and  benefits  commen¬ 
surate  with  experience  and  training.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references  to:  Search  Committee, 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church,  120  North  Ave¬ 
nue  A.  Canton,  IL  61520. 


DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  Riff  School  of 

Theology,  Denver.  Colorado  A  graduate  school 
supported  by  the  United  Methodist  Church,  Iliff 
School  of  Theology  was  established  in  1892.  Cur¬ 
rently,  it  seeks  applications  and  nominations  for 
the  position  of  Director  of  Development  Candi¬ 
dates  should  present  at  least  four  years  of  suc¬ 
cessful.  hands-on  development  experience, 
including  direct  annual  fund  raising,  alumni/ae 
programming,  planned  giving,  donor  research 
and  cultivation  and  program  management.  Capi¬ 
tal  campaign  experience  is  desired,  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  theological  education  would  be  helpful. 
A  bachelor's  degree  is  required  and  exceptional 
interpersonal,  oral  and  written  skills  are  essen¬ 
tial.  This  is  an  excellent  opportunity  for  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  and  talented  development  professional 
who  wants  to  make  an  important  difference.  Iliff 
is  an  equal  opportunity  employer.  Nominations 
and  applications,  with  resume,  should  be  mailed 
before  September  21.  1988  to:  Dr  Thomas  K. 
Craine,  Vice  President  for  Institutional  Ad¬ 
vancement,  The  Iliff  School  of  Theology,  2201  So. 
University  Blvd.,  Denver,  CO  80210. 


ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  1000  -  MEMBER 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  suburb.  Con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Michael  R  Jackson,  Christ  UMC,  2807 
Valwood  Parkway.  Farmers  Branch,  TX  75234. 
Telephone  (214)  247-6J36. 


YOUTH  MINISTER  EXPERIENCED  $18,000- 
$22,000.  Health  insurance;  housing  allowance. 
Send  resume  attention:  Dawn  Percival,  Alders- 
gate  UMC.  6501  E.  Hwy  6  Bypass.  College  Sta¬ 
tion.  TX  77840 


ridge,  let  alone  doing  so  with  a  container 
of  water.” 

To  improve  the  way  of  life  for  these 
immigrants,  the  Methodist  Church  of  In¬ 
donesia  has  combined  Christian  witness 
with  new  agricultural  and  rural  develop¬ 
ment  programs. 

Those  programs  include  building 
hydra-ram  pump  systems,  paid  for  by 
designated,  second-mile  gifts  to  the 
Advance,  to  bring  water  to  more  villages. 

As  a  result  of  UM  giving,  women  in 


villages  like  Sibakkudu  will  no  longer 
have  to  walk  up  steep  hills  to  get  water. 
Hydra-ram  pumps  will  bring  water  into 
the  village. 

"This  pump  not  only  provides  clean 
water  to  drink,  but  it  increases  the 
health  care  in  the  area,”  said  the  Rev. 
Michael  S.  Hahm,  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sions  executive  for  Southeast  Asia  and 
the  Pacific  Islands.  “It  also  gives  the 
people  a  better  outlook  on  life. 

"Now  the  children  have  clean  clothes 
and  really  want  to  participate  in  the 
church  because  they  feel  good  about 
themselves.” 

Gifts  to  support  this  project  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  can  be 
sent  to  conference  treasurers  and  desig¬ 
nated  for  “Indonesia:  Hydra-Ram  Irriga¬ 
tion  Project,”  Advance  No.  217435-1. 


the  church  today 


Africa  Central  Conference 
elects,  re-elects  bishops 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— The  Rev.  Joao 
Somane  Machado  was  elected  bishop  of 
Mozambique  on  the  first  ballot  of  the 
United  Methodist  Africa  Central  Confer¬ 
ence  recently. 

The  Rev.  Moiaes  Fernandez  was 
named  bishop  of  the  newly  created  East 
Angola  Conference  on  the  second  ballot. 

Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndorcimpa  of  Burun¬ 
di  was  re-elected  unanimously  and  now 
will  serve  for  life. 

‘Vision,  variety’  offered  as 
growth,  evangelism  formula 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— More  vision  and 
variety  in  sharing  the  gospel  of  Christ 
was  the  formula  for  church  growth  and 
evangelism  presented  to  350  United 
Methodist  black  local  church  leaders 
who  met  from  all  over  the  country  re¬ 
cently  in  Atlanta. 

Teams  from  50  inner-city,  metropoli¬ 
tan,  small  town  and  rural  churches  com¬ 
prised  the  list  of  the  consultation 
organized  and  convened  by  Black  Meth¬ 


odists  for  Church  Renewal. 

Bishop  Hazen  G.  Werner, 
retired,  dies  at  age  93 

ST.  PETERSBURG,  Fla.  (UMNS)— 
Retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Hazen 
G.  Werner,  93,  died  Sept.  5  at  his  home  in 
St.  Petersburg  after  a  lengthy  illness. 

Elected  to  the  episcopacy  in  1948,  he 
led  the  Ohio  Area  16  years  and  provided 
episcopal  supervision  in  Hong  Kong  and 
Taiwan  four  years  before  retiring  in 
1968. 

United  Methodist  minister 
urges  recognition  of  Angola 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  United  Meth¬ 
odist  is  part  of  a  group  urging  U.S.  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  African  country  of  Angola. 

The  Rev.  A1  Sampson,  pastor  of  Fern- 
wood  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chica¬ 
go  and  a  former  staff  member  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Confer¬ 
ence,  was  among  20  black  church  and 
civil  rights  leaders  who  returned  from 
Angola  in  late  August. 

"We  saw  a  very  proud  people  who  had 
a  deep-seated  relationship  with  God,"  he 


ago  they  joined  First  UMC. 

“This  church  just  has  something  spe¬ 
cial  to  offer,  an  excitement— like  the 
saying  that  was  going  around,  ‘Catch  the 
Spirit,’”  she  said.  “It’s  something  you 
want  to  catch.” 

She  was  so  quickly  caught  up  in  the  ex¬ 
citement  she  described  that  she  served  a 
term  as  head  of  the  church’s  evangelistic 
outreach  team. 

In  addition  to  sparking  the  church’s 
numerical  growth,  the  strong  emphasis 
on  ministry  to  one  another  also  has 
helped  spawn  a  growing  sense  of  mission 
beyond  the  local  church  community. 

First  UMC  has  sent  members  to  work 
camps  in  Virginia,  Oklahoma,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  among  the  Indian  tribes 
of  northern  Michigan. 

During  this  year’s  mission  trip,  20 
members  spent  a  week  repairing  homes 
of  low-income  residents  for  the  Appala¬ 
chian  Service  Project. 

Those  experiences  have  had  an  impor¬ 
tant  influence  on  the  thinking  of  church 
members  “for  a  long  time,”  said  Sanford 
Burr,  a  50-year  member  of  the  congrega¬ 
tion  and  the  Ann  Arbor  district  layleader. 

Mr.  Burr  said  members  now  regularly 
volunteer  to  work  in  downtown  soup 
kitchens  in  inner-city  Detroit  and  in 
nearby  Pontiac,  Mich. 

Members  give  more  than  time 

Church  members  give  more  than  just 
their  time  to  Plymouth  First’s  mission 
activities. 

Mission  giving  is  up  from  about  $1000 
above  apportionments  eight  years  ago  to 
more  than  $50,000  above  and  beyond  ap¬ 
portionments,  including  making  an  unso¬ 
licited  gift  of  $30,000  to  the  annual 
conference’s  retirement  home. 

Russ  King,  a  Dean  Witter  stockbroker 
and  chairman  of  the  church’s  evangelism 
committee,  said  he  thinks  that  a  merging 
of  new  leadership  and  old  leadership  at 
the  church  has  helped  create  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  dynamic  chemistry. 

That  enthusiasm  also  has  helped  spark 
a  major  fundraising  drive  to  expand  the 
church’s  15-year-old  facilities,  stretched 


John  Grenfell  Jr. 

.  .  .encourages  lay  ministry 

to  the  limit.. 

The  present  $3  million  proposal,  which  I 
will  create  a  sanctuary  that  will  seat  600 
and  build  in  space  for  the  church’s  ex¬ 
ploding  educational  ministry,  is  on 
schedule.  Members  voted  Aug.  30  to  go 
ahead  wjth  the  building  project. 

Mr.  Burr,  chairman  of  the  building 
committee  25  years  ago,  did  not  foresee 
the  need  for  a  major  addition  in  his  life¬ 
time.  Now,  he  is  not  so  sure  this  time 
that  the  facility  will  not  have  to  be  ex¬ 
panded  again  by  the  year  2000. 

"Dr.  Grenfell  is  always  urging,  ‘Let’s 
reach  out  and  bring  in  others,’  ’’  he  said. 

“The  Church  Aflame”  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically,  - 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations,  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Recommendations  of  con¬ 
gregations  that  deserve  to  be  featured 
should  be  sent  to  " The  Church  Aflame 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


PHOTO  BY  DWIGHT  BUSACCA 

NORTH  SUMATRA,  Indonesia- 
A  man  in  the  Indonesian  village  of 
Sibakkudu  holds  his  child  and  waits 
for  his  wife  to  return  to  the  village 
with  water  for  the  family.  With  gifts 
from  the  Advance,  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Indonesia  has  helped 
thousands  of  people  in  rural  settings 
attain  a  better  way  of  life. 


Ski  Bible  at 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conf.  Center 
Ridgecrest,  North  Carolina 
January  1— February  17 
or 

Glorieta  Baptist  Conf.  Center 
Glorieta,  New  Mexico 
December  9— April  15 

Come  ski  the  slopes  of  Wolf  Laurel  in  North  Carolina  or  Santa  Fe 
Ski  Area  and  Sandia  Ski  Area  in  New  Mexico.  Enjoy  Bible  study 
together  under  the  leadership  of  excellent  Bible  teachers. 

See  You  There! 


said,  pointing  out  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  with  308  congregations,  is 
"flourishing”  there. 

The  group  will  present  its  information 
to  both  U.S.  presidential  candidates,  he 
said,  in  an  effort  to  urge  the  government 
to  establish  full  diplomatic  relations 
with  Angola. 

Explosions  signal  startup 
of  Korean  Methodist  seminary 

ATLANTA  (UMNS)— Colorful  bursts 
of  blue,  red  and  green  on  a  Korean  hill¬ 
side  marked  the  start  recently  of  con¬ 
struction  on  a  seminary  supported  by 
$250,000  from  United  Methodists  in  the 
Atlanta  area. 

Officials  and  laity  of  the  Atlanta-Ros- 
well  District  in  the  North  Georgia  Confer¬ 
ence  took  part  in  the  ground-breaking  at 
the  new  location  for  Methodist-related 
Mokwon  University  in  Taejon,  South  Ko¬ 
rea. 

The  explosions  replaced  the  tradition¬ 
al  turning  of  spadefuls  of  earth. 

In  addition  to  taking  part  in  ceremo¬ 
nies,  the  22  Georgians  spent  a  week  in  a 
preaching  mission  in  Korea. 


A  New  Spirit 


F.  Willis  Vickery,  Pastor 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church 
Huntsville.  Alabama 


"At  this  point  and  time  we  have  pledged  more 
than  $2,000,000  in  the  Capital  Stewardship  Cam¬ 
paign  .  .  .  Many  new  leaders  have  emerged  in  our 
church.  There  has  developed  an  excellent  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  understanding  among  those 
people  who  are  committed,  not  only  to  this  pro¬ 
gram,  but  to  the  future  of  Trinity  Church." 

For  a  free  copy  of  the  brochure.  "How  Churches 
Are  Raising  More  Money,"  contact  Cargill  Associates, 
4701  Altamesa  Boulevard,  Box  330339,  Fort  Worth, 
Texas  76163-0339.  (817  )  292-9374.  Call  toll  free 
1-800-433-2233. 

CIS 

Cargill  AssociArES 

Fund  Raising  Services 
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NEW  YORK— Letters  written  by  young  American  soldiers,  like  this  one  with  Vietnamese 


Influence  multiplies  ‘Jewish  vote’ 

Jewish  voting  bloc  powerful ,  though  strength  of  numbers  dwindles 


By  ALBERT  J.  MENENDEZ 
Religious  News  Service 
The  Jewish  vote  fascinates  political 
junkies,  perhaps  because  of  this  commu¬ 
nity’s  high  visibility  among  the  cultural 
and  academic  elites. 

Jews  are  highly  influential  in  the  polit¬ 
ical  process.  High  achievers  in  almost 
every  endeavor,  Jews  generally  rank 
first  in  income  and  education. 

A  record  number  of  Jews— about  7 
percent— hold  seats  in  Congress,  a  re¬ 
markable  achievement  for  an  immigrant 
community  that  has  had  to  struggle  for 
decades  against  anti-Semitism. 

But  the  Jewish  vote  is  no  more  than  3 
percent  of  the  electorate,  down  from  two 


decades  ago  as  more  blacks,  Hispanics 
and  white  fundamentalists  are  voting. 

Even  in  New  York  state  the  Jewish 
vote  has  fallen  below  15  percent. 

Jewish  voters  have  some  clout  in  New 
Jersey,  Maryland,  California,  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  Florida. 

Since  the  presidency  of  Franklin 
Delano  Roosevelt,  the  Jewish  communi¬ 
ty  has  been  strongly  committed  to  the 
liberal  social  and  cultural  values  embod¬ 
ied  in  the  Democratic  Party. 

In  almost  every  election.  Jews  have 
been  among  the  most  Democratic  of  vot¬ 
ers,  faithfully  backing  candidates  like 
Adlai  Stevenson,  Hubert  Humphrey  and 
George  McGovern. 


In  doing  so,  it  is  said,  Jews  have  voted 
against  their  economic  interests. 

But  they  have  felt  most  secure  in 
Democratic  administrations. 

Beginning  in  the  early  1970s,  however, 
many  Jews  began  to  see  the  Democrats’ 
foreign  policy  positions  toward  Israel 
and  the  Soviet  Union  as  threatening  their 
best  interests. 

Social  conflicts  with  their  traditional 
black  allies  over  school  busing  and  quo¬ 
tas  threatened  to  shatter  the  black/Jew¬ 
ish  alliance  over  civil  rights. 

These  conflicts  depressed  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  vote,  and  Richard  Nixon  and  Ger¬ 
ald  Ford  did  better  among  Jews  than 
Dwight  Eisenhower. 


home  the  war  experience  through  the  eyes  of  the  men  and  women  who  lived  it.  In  “Dear  America:  Letters  Home 
from  Vietnam,”  some  of  today’s  outstanding  performers  read  actual  letters  while  viewers  see  a  combination  of 
newsreel  footage  and  Gl-donated  home  movies  and  hear  a  soundtrack  of  popular  music  from  the  era.  The  film  is 
being  released  nationwide  on  Sept.  16.  Profits  will  be  donated  to  the  New  York  Vietnam  Veterans  Memorial  Com¬ 
mission  and  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Ensemble  Theatre. 

British  theologian  expresses  optimism 
for  talks  between  Methodists,  Anglicans 

pal  Church  as  kind  of  a  primary  part¬ 
ner,"  Dr.  Wainwright  observed. 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

A  well-known  Methodist  theologian  at 
Duke  Divinity  School  says  he  is  optimis¬ 
tic  about  the  formal  dialogue  between 
Anglicans  and  Methodists  called  for  by- 
Anglican  bishops  meeting  recently  at  the 
Lambeth  Conference  in  England. 

The  Rev.  Geoffrey  Wainwright,  a  Brit¬ 
ish  Methodist  minister  who  teaches  at 
the  United  Methodist-related  divinity 
school  in  Durham,  N.C.,  suggested  re¬ 
cently  that  one  good  reason  for  optimism 
is  the  apparent  lack  of  major  doctrinal 
differences  separating  the  two  churches. 

According  to  Dr.  Wainwright,  the  ma¬ 
jor  differences  that  could  create  difficul¬ 
ties  in  any  dialogue  promise  to  be 
cultural  rather  than  doctrinal. 

Dr.  Wainwright  heads  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council’s  standing  committee  on 
ecumenics  and  dialogue  and  attended  the 
Lambeth  Conference  as  an  official  ob¬ 
server  of  the  council. 

He  said  the  Methodist  body  will  proba¬ 
bly  address  the  dialogue  invitation  early 
next  year. 

History  records  failures 

Dr.  Wainwright’s  optimism  comes 
amid  a  history  of  failed  attempts  at 
shared  fellowship  between  British  Angli¬ 
cans— represented  by  the  Church  of  En¬ 
gland— and  Methodists. 


After  years  of  discussion,  British 
Methodists  voted  to  approve  intercom¬ 
munion  in  1969  and  voted  similarly  again 
in  1972. 

But  on  both  occasions  the  Church  of 
England’s  governing  body  narrowly 
missed  achieving  the  75  percent  major¬ 
ity  needed  to  approve  the  proposal. 

A  third  attempt  at  intercommunion  in 
1973  involving  a  third  body,  the  newly 
formed  United  Reformed  Church,  also 
failed,  according  to  Dr.  Wainwright. 

Dr.  Wainwright,  who  took  part  in  the 
last  dialogue,  called  the  history  of  Brit¬ 
ish  Anglican-Methodist  dialogue  a  “dis¬ 
appointing”  one,  adding,  “We  on  the 
Methodist  side  obviously  feel  as  though 
we  were  let  down.” 

However,  he  pointed  out  that  those  at¬ 
tempts  failed  not  so  much  because  of 
doctrinal  disagreements  but  because  of 
the  social  and  cultural  history  of  the 
churches  in  Britain— particularly  the 
emphasis  on  Methodism  as  “coming  out 
of”  the  established  church,  the  Church  of 
England. 

In  the  United  States,  he  said,  it  is  almost 
a  reverse  situation:  The  United  Methodist 
Church  is  much  larger  than  its  Anglican 
counterpart,  the  Episcopal  Church. 

‘Not  a  primary  partner’ 

“There  is  a  sense  in  which  the  United 
Methodists  would  not  look  at  the  Episco- 


History  of  Hymns 


Walk  in  the  park  prompts 
writer  to  pen  ‘sunny’  hymn 


There  is  sunshine  in  my  soul  today, 

More  glorious  and  bright 

Than  glows  in  any  earthly  sky, 

For  Jesus  is  my  light. 

0  there’s  sunshine,  blessed 
sunshine, 

When  the  peaceful,  happy  mo¬ 
ments  roll; 

When  Jesus  shows  his  smiling 
face, 

There  is  sunshine  in  my  soul. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

Following  months  of  anxiety  and  phys¬ 
ical  pain,  Eliza  Hewitt  enjoyed  much  im¬ 
provement  in  her  physical  health. 

In  the  brightness  of  the  sunshine  of  a 
warm  spring  day  in  May  1887,  she 
strolled  through  Fairmount  Park  near 
her  home  in  Philadelphia. 

When  she  returned  home,  she  quickly 
wrote  the  lines  of  "There  Is  Sunshine  in 
My  Soul  Today.” 

Miss  Hewitt  was  a  public  school  teach¬ 
er  in  her  mid-30s.  One  of  her  students— 
an  incorrigible  boy— had  struck  her 
across  the  back  with  a  heavy  slate,  caus¬ 
ing  severe  injury.  She  was  placed  in  a 
heavy  cast  for  six  months. 

After  her  long  confinement,  her  doctor 
had  permitted  her  to  go  for  the  short 


walk  in  the  park. 

The  second  stanza  refers  to  her  “un¬ 
sung”  songs: 

There  is  music  in  my  soul  today, 

A  carol  to  my  King, 

And  Jesus,  listening,  can  hear 

The  songs  1  cannot  sing. 

John  R.  Sweney,  a  gifted  musician, 
wrote  the  music  for  the  hymn. 

A  cornet  player  of  extraordinary  skill, 
Mr.  Sweney  directed  the  3rd  Delaware 
Regiment  Band  after  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War. 

Later  he  was  professor  of  music  at 
Pennsylvania  Military  Academy  for  25 
years. 

Because  of  his  musical  talents,  he  was 
in  great  demand  as  music  director  in  the 
summer  religious  assemblies. 

The  composer  of  more  than  1,000  gos¬ 
pel  songs,  Mr.  Sweney  shared  in  compil¬ 
ing  more  than  60  collections  of  gospel 
songs,  Sunday  school  songs,  and  other 
collections. 

Mr.  Sweney’s  joyful  tune  for  Eliza 
Hewitt’s  text  is  easily  sung,  and  hearty 
singing  clearly  suggests  the  brilliant 
sound  of  Sweney’s  Silver  Cornet  Band  of 
a  century  ago. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“Come,  we  that  love  the  Lord " 


Despite  the  failures,  Dr.  Wainwright 
suggested  points  at  which  the  ground  has 
been  made  fertile  for  dialogue  that  could 
serve  as  starting  points  for  renewed  at¬ 
tempts  at  intercommunion. 

In  the  United  States,  he  noted,  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  both  members  of  the 
Consultation  on  Church  Union  and,  as 
such,  have  a  long-term  commitment  and 
history  of  ecumenical  dialogue. 

Dear  Deborah 

If  sick  are  not 
healed,  is  their 
faith  at  fault? 

Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  a  chronic  illness.  The  doctor 
says  there  is  no  cure  for  me. 

I  can  handle  that,  but  I  need  some  ad¬ 
vice  on  how  to  reply  to  people  who  say  to 
me  that  they  are  praying  for  my  healing 
and  if  I  have  enough  faith  I  will  be 
healed. 

I  wonder  if  there  must  be  something 
wrong  with  me  since  I  always  have 
thought  I  had  a  deep  faith.  But  these 
folks  seem  to  be  saying  I  don’t  have 
enough  to  be  healed. 

Lydia 

Dear  Lydia: 

You  raise  one  of  the  hardest  ques¬ 
tions  we  Christians  have  to  struggle 
with. 

When  sincere  Christian  have  dif¬ 
ferent  understandings  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  does  it  mean  that  there  is 
something  wrong  with  some  of  us? 

I  say  the  answer  to  that  is  no.  But  l 
also  feel  that  there  is  no  point  in  get¬ 
ting  into  useless  arguments  either. 

My  advice  to  you  is  in  two  parts. 
First,  1  would  thank  the  people  who 
are  sincere  in  their  offer  to  pray  for 
you.  All  of  us  need  prayer. 

Second,  I  would  seek  a  deeper  un¬ 
derstanding  of  Scripture  and  discuss 
it  with  your  pastor  or  someone  who 
will  be  willing  to  study  with  you. 

There  are  very  different  under¬ 
standings  of  what  faith  is  and  of 
what  Jesus  meant  when  he  said  faith 
made  someone  whole. 

I  believe  faith  was  never  meant  to 
be  a  measure  of  God's  loving  care. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


In  1980,  an  extremely  unpopular  Dem¬ 
ocratic  president,  Jimmy  Carter,  nearly 
lost  the  Jewish  vote  to  Ronald  Reagan, 
while  15  to  20  percent  of  Jews  opted  for 
John  Anderson. 

Mr.  Carter’s  Jewish  vote  was  the  lowest 
any  Democrat  had  received  since  1924. 

But  the  Reagan  administration’s  ties 
to  the  Religious  Right  angered  and 
frightened  so  many  Jews  that  Walter 
Mondale  swept  their  vote  in  1984,  the 
largest  gain  the  former  vice  president 
made  among  any  gropp. 

Mike  Dukakis  won  convincing  major¬ 
ities  among  Jewish  voters  in  every  Dem¬ 
ocratic  primary  this  year. 

His  commitment  to  civil  liberties  and 
his  intellectual  style  are  very  appealing 
to  Jewish  voters— and  his  Jewish  wife, 
Kitty,  probably  won’t  hurt. 

He  should  win  75  to  80  percent  of  the 
Jewish  vote  in  November. 

Orthodox  Jews,  however,  share  a 
great  deal  in  common  with  evangelicals 
and  conservative  Catholics  and  will 
probably  give  the  edge  to  Mr.  Bush. 

Albert  J.  Menendez  is  former  research 
director  of  Americans  United  for  Separa¬ 
tion  of  Church  and  State  and  author  of 
“ Religion  at  the  Polls,’’  published  in  1977 
by  Westminster  Press. 

Movie  Review 

American  GIs 
tell  their  own 
Vietnam  story 

By  THOMAS  W.  GOODHUE 
There  have  now  been  movies  about  the 
war  in  Vietnam,  including  excellent  ones 
such  as  "Platoon;"  plays  about  the  war, 
including  some  great  ones  such  as  "Tr  ac¬ 
ers,"  and  even  television  series  set  in 
Vietnam. 

There  has  never,  however,  been  any¬ 
thing  like  "Dear  America:  Letters  Home 
from  Vietnam.” 

Based  on  the  book  by  the  same  name, 
this  film  uses  actual  letters  sent  home  by 
American  GIs  to  tell  about  the  war  as 
they  experienced  it,  in  their  own  words. 

Documentary  filmmaker  Bill  Coutrie 
and  Thomas  Bird,  founder  and  director 
of  the  Vietnam  Veterans  Ensemble  The¬ 
atre  Company  (VETCo),  recruited  a  host 
of  talented  actors  to  read  the  letters, 
which  are  accompanied  by  newsreel 
footage  (much  of  it  never  seen  before), 
home  movies  shot  by  soldiers,  and  music 
from  the  1960s  and  1970s. 

Dear  America”  pounds  home  the  re¬ 
ality  that  this  war  was  fought  by  teen¬ 
agers:  the  average  age  of  American 
soldiers  was  19. 

It  reminds  us,  too,  that  some  GIs  in 
Vietnam  were  women  who  suffered  the 
traumas  of  war  no  less  than  members  of 
combat  units  on  patrol. 

And  if  we  did  not  know  it  already,  we 
will  never  be  able  to  forget  after  seeing 
"Dear  America"  that  the  bravery  of  sol¬ 
diers  in  Vietnam  continued  even  as  they 
grew  less  convinced  of  the  war’s  purpose. 

The  earliest  letters  were  optimistic, 
but  even  before  civilians  demonstrated 
against  the  war  in  large  numbers,  sol¬ 
diers  expressed  grave  doubts  about 
American  policy  in  Vietnam. 

One  may  wish  that  “Dear  America,” 
which  keeps  totaling  the  American  dead 
and  wounded  in  Vietnam,  had  paid  more 
attention  to  what  the  war  did  to  the  Viet¬ 
namese  themselves. 

Perhaps  most  GIs  seldom  mentioned 
the  Vietnamese,  but  at  least  one  letter 
agonizes  over  the  death  inflicted  on  the 
land,  the  animals,  and  the  people  of  this 
beautiful  land. 

Still,  the  cumulative  effect  of  the  let¬ 
ters,  the  pictures,  and  the  music  is  al¬ 
most  overwhelming. 

Those  who  lived  through  these  years 
may  find  it  intensely  therapeutic;  those 
who  are  too  young  to  remember  the  war 
may  get  a  glimpse  of  what  their  elders 
endured. 

Those  who  have  never  known,  or  have 
forgotten,  that  war  is  hell,  one  inflicted 
by  old  men  on  the  young,  may  be  dis¬ 
suaded  from  military  adventure  with  ill- 
defined  missions.  The  wonder  is  not  that 
so  many  Americans  died  there— it  is  that 
three  million  returned  home. 
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Chinese  free  to  read  the  Bible 

BEIJING— Chinese  layman  Zhang  Baosan  is  overcome  by  emotion  as  he 
reads  verses  from  his  worn  Bible.  He  remembers  the  years  when  he  had  to 
hide  the  Bible  for  fear  of  confiscation,  memorizing  favorite  passages  in 
case  it  was  found.  Today,  he  can  read  it  openly. 

Jesuit  forsook  politics, 
famous  family  heritage 


By  WILLIAM  BOLE 
Religious  News  Service 

For  the  Rev.  Avery  Dulles,  it’s  been  an 
improbable  career. 

Born  into  a  family  of  diplomats,  he 
might  have  followed  in  the  career  foot¬ 
steps  of  his  father,  the  late  Secretary  of 
State  John  Foster  Dulles. 

Or  he  might  have  taken  after  his  un¬ 
cle,  the  late  Allen  Dulles,  who  directed 
the  Central  Intelligence  Agency  in  the 
1950s. 

Instead,  Father  Dulles  broke  with  both 
the  professional  and  religious  back¬ 
ground  of  his  Presbyterian  family. 

An  agnostic  by  the  time  he  entered 
college,  he  eventually  chose  the  Catholic 
priesthood  and  later  became  a  widely  re¬ 
spected  theologian  in  his  church. 

This  month,  at  age  70,  Father  Dulles  is 
retiring  as  professor  of  theology  at  Cath¬ 
olic  University  in  Washington. 

Influence  assured 

Yet  his  presence  on  the  American 
church  scene  is  unlikely  to  diminish,  as 
shown  by  the  close  attention  being  paid 
to  his  just-released  book,  “The  Reshap¬ 
ing  of  Catholicism.” 

In  the  often  polarized  atmosphere  of 
debate  within  American  Catholicism 
these  days,  Father  Dulles  is  known  for 
his  role  as  the  theologian  who  has  been 
able  to  maintain  a  middle  course. 

When  he  speaks,  for  instance,  on  the 
volatile  issue  of  theological  dissent,  it  be¬ 
comes  clear  why  he  has  earned  a  middle- 
of-the-road  reputation  in  American 
Catholicism. 

“I  don't  think  they  should  crack  down.” 
he  said  of  the  Vatican's  disciplining  of  dis¬ 
sident  theologians.  “They  can’t  control  ev¬ 
erything.  And  it’s  counter-productive.” 

At  the  same  time,  he  said  theologians 
should  publicly  criticize  church  teach¬ 
ings  only  in  extraordinary  circum¬ 
stances,  and  then  only  “modestly." 

That  he  would  be  playing  any  role  at 
all  in  American  religion  is  something 
that  could  hardly  have  been  foreseen 
during  his  days  as  an  undergraduate  stu¬ 
dent  at  Harvard  University. 

But  it  was  at  secular  Harvard  that 
young  Dulles  found  himself  drawn  to 


Christianity  while  reading  Plato,  Aristot¬ 
le  and  other  great  philosophers. 

"They  convinced  me  that  materialism 
was  not  the  answer,  that  there  was  such 
a  thing  as  virtue  and  that  there  were 
moral  standards  that  were  objective  and 
could  be  known,"  said  Father  Dulles,  a 
tall,  thin  man  with  a  quiet,  shy  manner. 

Fascination  with  Catholic  thinkers  like 
St.  Thomas  Aquinas  led  the  young  stu¬ 
dent  to  begin  frequenting  a  small.  Catho¬ 
lic-run  bookstore  in  Cambridge. 

"Finally,  when  I  got  ready,  I  went  up 
to  the  manager  of  the  bookstore  and 
asked  her.  How  do  I  get  into  your 
church?’  ”  he  recalled. 

Father  Dulles  was  baptized  into  the 
Catholic  Church  in  1940.  He  entered  the 
Society  of  Jesus— the  Jesuits— in  1946. 

To  John  Foster  Dulles,  all  this  was  dis¬ 
concerting,  but  he  eventually  warmed  up 
to  the  idea  of  having  a  Catholic  son. 

“When  he  met  with  Catholic  foreign 
ministers,  chancellors  and  premiers,  he 
would  mention  that  he  had  a  son  who  was 
a  priest,”  said  Father  Dulles.  “They 
would  be  impressed  by  that.  It  created  a 
common  bond." 

Today,  the  priest’s  small  but  comfort¬ 
able  campus  apartment  offers  a  glimpse 
of  his  family  pride. 

There  is  a  photograph  of  Pope  Pius 
XII  greeting  his  father  in  Rome.  On  top 
of  a  bookcase  containing  several  dozen 
selections  written  or  edited  by  the  theo¬ 
logian  is  a  photograph  of  Allen  Dulles. 

Government  work  not  for  him 

“I've  never  felt  any  desire  to  go  into 
government,"  said  Father  Dulles,  who 
will  begin  retirement  as  a  visiting  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Fordham  University  in  his  na¬ 
tive  New  York  City. 

His  mission  has  been  and  will  remain 
the  Catholic  Church,  an  institution  now 
beset  with  disputes  over  faith  and  doc¬ 
trine. 

“I  just  don’t  think  it  is  proper  for 
Christians  to  be  constantly  at  each  oth¬ 
er’s  throats,"  said  the  convert. 

“The  church  can  easily  tear  itself 
apart,  as  it  already  has  in  Holland  and 
France.  I  don't  want  to  see  that  happen 
here." 


Tensions  ease  in  Christian-Muslim  talks 


By  STEVE  RODAN 
Religious  News  Service 

JERUSALEM— Six  years  ago,  Jyris 
Khoury  returned  from  the  United  States 
with  an  idea. 

The  Greek  Orthodox  theologian  had 
seen  Christians  and  Jews  speak  frankly 
about  their  religions  and  the  tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  two  faiths. 

So,  he  reasoned,  why  not  do  the  same 
between  the  Christians  and  Muslims  in 
the  Holy  Land? 

Today,  the  dialogue  is  entering  its  sev¬ 
enth  year  and  appears  to  have  overcome 
threats  by  Muslim  fundamentalists  and 
suspicion  by  Christians. 

On  Aug.  23,  more  than  200  Christians 
and  Muslims  attended  the  sixth  annual 
dialogue  at  the  Tantur  Ecumenical  Cen¬ 
ter,  a  religious  retreat  sponsored  by  No¬ 
tre  Dame  University. 

Participants  stressed  the  openness  of 
their  respective  faiths  and  said  their 
struggle  for  Palestinian  statehood  over¬ 
rides  their  differences. 

“What  we  hope  to  achieve  is  more  mu¬ 
tual  knowledge  of  the  other,"  said  Bishop 
Michel  Sabah,  the  Roman  Catholic  patri¬ 
arch  of  Jerusalem.  “By  knowing  better 
the  other,  he  can  love  better  the  other." 

This  year’s  dialogue  was  held  in  the 


“Both  people  are  in  the 
same  situation,  suffering 
in  the  same  way.  They 
are  waiting  the  same  way 
for  peace  and  hope.” 

— Bishop  Michel  Sabah 


shadow  of  the  eight-month-old  Palestin¬ 
ian  uprising  in  which  more  than  250  Ar¬ 
abs  have  been  killed  in  clashes  with 
Israeli  soldiers  in  the  West  Bank  and 
Gaza.  Most  of  the  casualties  have  been 
Muslims.  But  the  Christians  reminded 
their  Muslim  dialogue  partners  that  they, 
too,  have  suffered  dead  and  wounded. 

“Both  people  are  in  the  same  situation, 
suffering  in  the  same  way,”  Bishop  Sa¬ 
bah  said.  "They  are  waiting  the  same 
way  for  peace  and  hope." 

Organizers  of  the  dialogue  acknowl¬ 
edge  that  it  is  not  a  grassroots  move¬ 
ment,  Most  of  those  attending  this  year 
were  Palestinian  professionals  such  as 
physicians,  educators,  attorneys  and 
newspaper  editors. 


But  the  dialogue  has  won  wide  support 
from  both  Christian  and  Muslim  religious 
leaders,  including  the  mufti  of  Jerusalem, 
Sheikh  Saad  eddin  al-Alami,  who  heads 
the  network  of  Islamic  mosques  and 
schools  around  the  West  Bank. 

On  the  other  hand,  some  Muslim  cler¬ 
ics  have  ordered  parishioners  not  to  join 
the  dialogue.  These  include  sheiks  in  the 
cities  of  Hebron,  Nablus  and  Gaza, 
where  the  Islamic  fundamentalist  move¬ 
ment  is  strong. 

At  first,  the  dialogue  consisted  merely 
of  lectures  about  Islam  and  Christianity. 
Gradually,  the  two  sides  ventured  into 
subjects  that  were  of  mutual  concern. 

Last  year’s  conference  discussed  wom¬ 
en’s  issues,  which  is  a  source  of  contro¬ 
versy  in  both  religions.  Christians  allow 
women  more  freedom  than  Muslims,  and 
Muslim  fundamentalists  have  expressed 
anger  at  the  Western  style  of  dress  of 
many  Christian  women. 

"One  of  the  troubles  of  interfaith  dia¬ 
logue  is  that  often  it  is  at  a  very  superfi¬ 
cial  level,"  said  Dr.  Landrom  Bolling, 
rector  at  Tantur.  "being  polite  to  one  an¬ 
other  but  not  getting  serious.” 

He  said  the  Christian-Muslim  dialogue 
“has  made  it  possible  to  get  beyond  those 
polite  superficialities." 
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The  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  in  Louisiana 


Taking  a  look  at  Campus  Ministries  across  Louisiana 


PICTURE  FROM  THE  PAST  —  This  picture  was  taken  at  the  LSU  Wesley  Foun¬ 
dation,  who  knows  how  many  years  ago!  The  faces  may  have  changed,  and  so  have 
the  times,  but  the  goals  of  the  foundation  remain  the  same. 


ANNUAL  EVENT  —  The  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  holds  a  mid-winter 
retreat  every  year  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre  for  rewarding  times  with  gifted 
speakers  and  instructional  workshops.  Dr.  Clay  Lee,  recently  elected  bishop  to  the 
Holston  Conference,  was  the  1988  speaker. 


HARD  WORKERS  —  This  energetic  bunch  from  LSU  spent  time  in  Reynosa, 
Mexico  on  their  1988  mission  trip. 


GIVING  THANKS  —  The  Northeast  Wesley  Foundation  hosted  a  Thanksgiving 
dinner  on  Thanksgiving  Day  for  all  those  not  able  to  go  home.  The  turnout  was  great 
and  a  good  time  was  had  by  all. 


CREATURES  FROM  ...  —  This  group  from  the  Northwestern  University’s  Wes¬ 
ley  Foundation  are  pictured  at  their  retreat  at  Black  Lake.  The  retreat  is  held  annu¬ 
ally  and  everyone  had  a  great  time  and  was  able  to  learn  a  lot  about  each  other. 


MEETING  OF  MINDS  —  The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Campus  Ministries 
has  sponsored  several  UM  seminars  on  national  and  international  affairs  in  New 
York  and  Washington,  D.C. 


GET  TOGETHER  —  The  faculty  and  staff  at  Southern  University  had  an  ecu¬ 
menical  get  together.  Pictured  are.  Father  Brian  Garry  and  Lois  Heath,  a  member 
of  the  Wesley  Foundation’s  Board. 


CLASS  ACT  —  These  Southern  University  members  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  are 
participating  in  a  fzrhion  show  at  the  university. 


LUNCH  BUNCH  —  Rev.  Bryant  Gore  and  members  of  his  Pollock  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  bring  food  to  serve  on  Tuesdays  for  the  Northwestern  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  lunch  and  program.  They  serve  over  100  students  at  this  time. 


SPECIAL  CAST  —  Pictured  is  the  cast  for  “The  Other  Wise  Man.”  The  production 
was  an  outdoor  production  held  at  7  a.m..  just  before  Easter  break  at  Northeast. 


Louisiana  Tech 

The  Louisiana  Tech’s  Wesley  Founda¬ 
tion  continues  to  give  the  kind  of  support 
and  challenge  most  helpful  for  our  col¬ 
lege  students.  Tech’s  foundation  is  a 
place  of  fellowship,  of  challenge,  of  in¬ 
struction  and  is  a  place  to  kick  off  your 
shoes  and  get  comfortable 

Wesley's  students  can  be  found  in  ser¬ 
vice  in  local  churches,  in  business,  in  fra¬ 
ternal  organizations,  student 
government  and  in  the  community. 

Putting  life  together  —  that’s  what 
Wesley  Foundation  is  all  about.  Come 
join  us! 


PIGGIN’  OUT-  The  Louisiana  Tech  members  got  together  for  a  special  treat. 
How  do  you  make  a  30-foot  long  banana  split?  In  a  rain  gutter  of  course!  The  gather¬ 
ing  was  for  spiritual  enrichment,  fellowship  and  dessert. 


Northeast  Louisiana  Univ. 

Wesley  Foundation  and  Northeast 
United  Campus  Ministries  (a  coalition  of 
10  church  groups)  carry  on  the  ministry 
of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at 
NLU.  This  ministry  is  involved  in  all  as¬ 
pects  of  the  life  and  structure  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity.  Strong  emphasis  is  placed  on 
programming,  counseling,  issue  explora¬ 
tion  and  faith  development. 

Participants  in  the  ministry  are  stu¬ 
dents.  faculty,  administrators,  secretar¬ 
ies,  University  police  and  other 
University  staff.  A  concentrated  effort  is 
made  to  involve  people  not  associated 
with  the  University  to  enable  the  church 
to  bridge  the  town/campus  gap. 

Three  specialized  ministries  are:  1)  an 
active  work  with  International  students, 
2)  a  day  care  center  for  children  of  stu¬ 
dents  and  3)  AIDS  education  and  counseling. 


Jan.  3-6, 1989 

New  Orleans  ’89 
Set  for  UM  students 


The  South  Central  and  South  Eastern 
Jurisdictions  have  joined  together  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  Conference/Mission  experience 
for  United  Methodist  Students.  The  Con¬ 
ference,  being  called  “For  God  so  loved 
the  World  . . .  Thinking  Globally  —  Act¬ 
ing  Locally,"  will  take  place  in  New  Or¬ 
leans,  January  3-6, 1989. 

This  experience  will  instill  in  the 
group  a  sense  of  mission  to  respond  to 
the  needs  of  those  less  fortunate. 

There  are  two  keynote  speakers  for 
the  conference.  The  first  is  Rev.  Eman¬ 
uel  Cleaver,  pastor  of  St.  James  Paseo 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  Rev.  Cleaver  is  a  member  of 
Kansas  City’s  City  Council  and  is  a  noted 
conference  speaker.  His  ministry  is  re¬ 
lated  to  working  with  the  poor  in  Kansas 
City. 

Another  speaker  is  Millard  Fuller,  the 
founder  and  director  of  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity.  Habitat  for  Humanity  is  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  housing  or  renovate 
housing  for  the  working  poor  at  afford¬ 
able  prices. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  activities 
of  the  conference  will  be  site  visits 
scheduled  for  Wednesday  afternoon. 
Small  groups  will  be  visiting  different 
mission  sites  in  the  New  Orleans  area. 


There  are  a  number  of  sites  to  choose 
from  including  the  homeless,  soup  kitch¬ 
ens  and  food  banks,  AIDS,  community 
centers,  juvenile  programs,  runaways, 
children’s  homes,  drug  centers,  spouse 
abuse  and  child  abuse  centers,  interna¬ 
tional  refugees,  storefront  missions  and 
seamen’s  ministries. 

Thursday,  the  United  Methodist  Stu¬ 
dent  Conference  will  consist  of  work¬ 
shops  and  panel  discussions  with  the 
keynote  speakers.  There  will  also  be 
small  groups,  which  will  be  the  focal 
point  for  students  to  get  to  know  one  an¬ 
other. 

Another  interesting  feature  of  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  the  worship  services. 
They  will  center  around  the  Methodist 
"worship  heritage,”  from  Hispanic  to 
European,  to  a  closing  worship  service  in 
Jazz. 

The  UM  Student  Conference  will  be 
held  at  the  New  Orleans  Sheraton  on  Ca¬ 
nal  Street.  The  total  cost  for  the  event  is 
$135,  which  includes  lodging,  registration 
and  meals. 

Those  interested  in  participating  in 
this  event  may  contact  Randy  Nichols,  at 
LSU’s  Uniting  Campus  Ministries  office, 
333  East  Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
70802  or  call  (504)  344-7695. 


National  conference  set  for 
Students  of  all  denominations 


A  National  Conference  for  College  and 
University  students  is  being  convened  by 
the  Presbyterian  Church  (USA)  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky  December  28,  1988 
through  January  1, 1989. 

The  conference,  being  called  "Let  the 
Bones  Dance,”  is  designed  for  students  in 
undergraduate  schools,  theological  semi¬ 
naries  and  professional  schools.  It  is  a 
gathering  for  engineers  and  poets,  sociol¬ 
ogists  and  scientists.  Let  the  Bones 
Dance  is  a  conference  for  any  student  — 
you  do  not  have  to  be  a  Presbyterian  to 
attend  the  gathering. 

The  conference’s  purpose  is  for  stu¬ 
dents,  campus  ministers,  chaplains,  pas¬ 
tors  and  friends  of  the  denomination  to 
gather  together  and  explore  personal, 
national  and  global  dynamics  of  God’s 
activity  in  our  world. 

This  gathering  includes  such  features 
as  worship  experiences,  challenging 
speakers,  thoughtful  Bible  study  oppor¬ 
tunities,  interest  workshops  on  practical 


and  theoretical  topics,  visits  to  mission 
sites  in  Louisville,  ice  skating,  network¬ 
ing,  entertainment  and  lots  of  music  and 
of  course,  a  celebration  for  New  Year’s 
Eve. 

The  leadership  will  involve  such  peo¬ 
ple  as  Gary  Demarest,  Associate  for 
Evangelism,  Presbyterian  Church  (USA); 
Rodrigo  Carazo,  former  President  of 
Costa  Rica;  Keith  Russell,  President, 
New  York  Theological  Seminary  and 
many  others.  There  will  also  be  a  num¬ 
ber  of  student  leaders. 

Registration  for  Let  the  Bones  Dance 
is  $60  and  the  cost  of  room  and  board  is 
$110.  A  $25  non-refundable  deposit  is  to 
be  sent  with  the  application. 

For  more  information  or  to  obtain 
your  application  for  the  national  confer¬ 
ence,  please  contact  your  campus  minis¬ 
ter  or  Kerry  Rice,  Room  1102  AA,  100 
Witherspoon  St.,  Louisville,  KY  40202- 
1396. 


Directory  of  Campus  Ministries 


Centenary  College 

Rev.  Robert  Ed  Taylor,  Chaplain 

P.O.  Box  41188 

Shreveport,  La.  71134 

(318)  869-5281 

Dillard  University 

Dr.  Isaac  Bivins,  Chaplain 

2601  Gentilly  Blvd. 

New  Orleans  La. 

(504)  283-8822 

Grambling  State  University 
United  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Bennett  Smith 
P.O.  Box  81 
Grambling,  La.  71245 
(318) 274-2354 

Louisiana  Tech  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Larry  Norman 
Tech  Station,  Box  3005 
Ruston,  La.  71272 
(318) 255-3112 

Louisiana  State  University, 
Baton  Rouge 
Uniting  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Randy  Nichols 
333  E.  Chimes  St. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.  70802 
(504)  344-7695 

McNeese  State  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Wayne  Taylor 
501  E.  Sale 

Lake  Charles  La.  70605 
(318)  477-2191 


Northeast  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Jim  Wilson 
112  Delano  Dr. 

Monroe,  La.  71203 
(318) 343-2944 

Northwestern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Ryan  Horton 
P.O.  Box  4285 
Natchitoches  La.  71457 
(318)  352-2888 

Southeastern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Gene  Finnell 
903  W.  Colorado 
Hammond,  La.  70401 
(504)  345-6175 

Southern  University 
Wesley  Foundation 
Rev.  Frieda  Brown 
P.O.  Box  11458 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70813 
(504)  778-0076 

University  of  Southwestern 
Louisiana 

Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Don  Ross 
238  General  Gardner 
Lafayette,  La.  70501 
(318)  235-6073 

Tulane  University 
United  Methodist  Center 
Rev.  John  Higginbotham 
7102  Freret 

New  Orleans,  La.  70118 
(504)  866-8681 


University  of  New  Orleans, 
Southern  University  at  New 
Orleans  and  Delgado  Jr.  College 
Wesley  Campus  Ministry 
Rev.  Melissa  Draper 
4128  Franklin  Ave. 

New  Orleans  La.  70122 
(504)  288-7880 
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United  Methodists  ‘Share  the  Loaf’ 
on  World  Communion  Sunday 


During  the  Last  Supper,  Jesus  gave  his 
disciples  bread  and  wine  to  symbolize  his 
sacrifice  for  our  redemption.  He  told 
them,  “Take  this  and  share  it  among 
yourselves.”  (Luke  22:17,  NEB)  That 
command  echoes  even  today  as  United 
Methodists  join  Christians  on  every  con¬ 
tinent  in  the  celebration  of  World  Com¬ 
munion  Sunday,  Oct.  2. 

Our  theme  for  this  occasion  is  “Shar¬ 
ing  the  Loaf  —  For  a  World  Made 
Whole.”  It  reminds  us  that  joining  our 
global  family  of  faith  at  the  Lord’s  table 
brings  us  closer  to  God  and  to  one  anoth¬ 
er  as  people  of  God.  But  we  are  not 


merely  invited  to  partake  of  the  sacra¬ 
ment  of  redemption;  we  are  commanded 
to  share  it  and  thus,  to  share  Christ’s 
message  of  wholeness  with  a  broken 
world. 

The  special  offering  we  receive  on 
World  Communion  Sunday  enables  hun¬ 
dreds  of  United  Methodist  students  each 
year  to  become  effective  witnesses  to 
that  message  of  hope  as  they  prepare 
themselves  for  leadership  in  our  global 
church  and  society.  Our  gifts  provide 
them  with  the  financial  aid  they  urgently 
need  for  education  and  training  in  vari¬ 
ous  fields  of  service  and  ministry. 


Dreams  and  Deeds 


There  are  moments  in  life  when  time  seems  to  stand  still  and  the  feelings, 
sounds  and  sights  of  those  times  are  eternally  etched  on  your  mind.  Several  of 
those  moments  are  part  of  my  continuing  journey:  my  confirmation,  the  day  I 
got  my  driver’s  license,  our  wedding,  the  moment  of  birth  of  our  children,  my 
consecration  as  a  Bishop,  the  joy  of  meeting  clergy  and  laity  in  the  Louisiana 
District  Welcoming  Celebrations,  and  a  few  other  very  memorable  times, 
places,  and  events. 

One  such  time  and  place  was  at  Mesa  Verde  National  Park  in  southwestern 
Colorado.  It  was  last  summer  and  the  first  time  our  family  had  visited  the 
park.  It  was  an  overwhelming  experience.  As  early  as  the  time  of  Christ,  the 
“basket  makers"  had  settlements  in  the  area.  By  550  A.D.  they  cultivated  corn, 
squash  and  beans  on  the  Mesa  and  lived  in  “pithouses”  made  of  wood  and  bark. 
By  750  A.D.  they  had  built  small  cities  under  the  cliffs  that  surrounded  the 
Mesas.  By  then,  basket  weaving  had  turned  into  pottery  and  the  Anasazi 
(meaning  the  ancient  ones)  were  on  their  way  to  creating  the  culture  of  the 
Pueblo  Indians  of  southwestern  United  States.  They  reached  their  high  point  as 
a  civilization  around  1300  A.D.  (called  the  “classic”  or  Great  Pueblo  period). 
Soon  after,  they  abruptly  left  their  cliff  dwellings  which  remained  undisturbed 
until  discovered  by  some  cowboys  (the  Wetherill  brothers)  in  1888.  Since  then, 
the  area  has  become  a  national  treasure. 

As  I  stood  in  those  beautifully  crafted  ruins  and  thought  about  farming  on 
the  Mesa,  the  great  irrigation  systems  that  the  Anasazi  created  and  the  cliff 
cities  they  built,  I  realized  that  the  needs,  hopes,  and  dreams  of  these  people 
were  not  unlike  mine.  They  had  so  unified  their  work  and  living  that  their  life 
had  a  oneness.  Conditions  were  harsh,  droughts  deadly  and  crop  failures 
common.  But  at  the  center  of  their  cliff  cities  were  Kivas  —  places  of  prayer 
in  the  midst  of  life  and  work. 

Standing  in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  cliff  cities,  I  found  myself  surrounded  by 
centuries-pf  humans  who  turned  need  into  dreams  and  dreams  into  deeds.  I 
thought  of  a  hymn  —  the  second  verse  of  number  254  in  our  Hymnal: 

Though  what  I  dream  and  what  I  do 

In  my  weak  days  are  always  two. 

Help  me,  oppressed  by  things  undone 

O  thou,  whose  deeds  and  dreams  were  one! 

My  prayer  for  the  Louisiana  Area  is  that  our  dreams  and  deeds  may  be 
united. 
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Crusade  Scholarships  help  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  and  international  students  pursue 
graduate  degrees  in  ministry,  education, 
medicine,  law  and  other  professions. 
Their  scholarships  require  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  return  to  their  churches,  their 
communities  or  their  countries  with  new 
skills  to  serve  in  new  leadership  roles. 

Ethnic  Minority  Scholarships  aid  eth¬ 
nic  minority  undergraduate  students  who 
could  not  afford  the  increasing  costs  of 
higher  education  otherwise.  These  young 
people  generally  are  active  in  their  local 
churches,  and  many  offer  the  promise  of 
vital  Christian  witness  in  their  career  as¬ 
pirations. 

Ethnic  Minority  In-Service  Training 
funds  help  and  encourage  ethnic  minor¬ 
ity  recipients  to  earn  professional  certi¬ 
fication  in  various  church-related 
careers.  By  combining  study  with  practi¬ 
cal  training  —  often  in  pursuit  of  second 
careers  —  they  become  qualified  as  di- 
aconal  ministers,  certified  Christian  edu¬ 
cators,  family  counselors,  chaplains, 
musicians  and  so  on. 

By  supporting  the  dreams  and  endeav¬ 
ors  of  these  scholarship  recipients,  our 


World  Communion  Sunday 
October  2,  1988 

World  Communion  Sunday  offering  can 
touch  many  lives  in  many  places.  But  the 
lives  we  touch  are  really  our  own,  for  in 
the  apostle  Paul’s  words  “Because  there 
is  one  bread,  we  who  are  many  are  one 
body,  for  we  all  partake  of  the  one 
bread."  (I  Corinthians  10:17,  RSV)  On  this 
special  day  of  the  Eucharist,  let  us  share 
the  one  bread  as  one  body  in  Christ  and 
share  our  witness  to  a  world  made 
whole. 


Youth  Fall  Convocation  offers 
exciting  fellowship  opportunities 


An  exciting  opportunity  for  youth  all 
across  the  Conference  is  coming  around 
once  again  this  year.  The  Youth  Fall 
Convocation  is  scheduled  for  Saturday, 
October  8,  at  Broadmoor  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Fall  Convo  is  a  day  set  aside  for  junior 
highs,  senior  highs  and  youth  sponsors  to 
get  together  for  the  greatest  conference- 
wide  youth  fellbwshlp  function. 

The  Centenary  Resource  Team  will  be 
on  hand  to  lead  the  fellowship  part  of  the 
event.  They  have  been  present  for  the 
past  number  of  years  to  work  with  the 
group  in  this  area. 

Another  exciting  feature  of  the  Fall 
Convocation  will  be  a  concert  given  by 
Jim  Newton.  Newton  is  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  related  to  the  Central  Texas 
Conference.  He  served  several  churches 
as  youth  minister  before  devoting  full 
time  to  his  music  in  1975.  Jim  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  “Celebration  Shop,  Inc.,”  a  group 


supporting  alternative  ministries.  He  is 
currently  involved  in  developing  thera¬ 
peutic  music  resources  for  severely  and 
chronically  ill  children.  Several  years 
ago,  he  was  in  Louisiana  as  the  primary 
resource  for  a  senior  high  retreat. 

A  third  facet  of  the  event  will  be  the 
special  worship  time,  which  will  be  led 
by  the  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istry.' 

This  day,  which  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 
and  end  at  3:30  p.m.,  will  be  a  great 
event  for  all  those  attending,  as  youth 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  gather 
together  to  visit  old  friends  and  meet 
new  ones  from  other  youth  groups. 

The  fee  for  Fall  Convo  is  $6.50,  which 
will  cover  lunch.  Snacks  will  be  sold  with 
the  profits  being  given  to  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund.  This  fee  should  be  sent  to  the 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA. 
70802,  no  later  than  Monday,  October  3. 


Registration  Form 

This  registration  form  is  to  give  an  accurate  count  of  all  who  will  be 
attending  the  FALL  CONVOCATION,  and  to  let  us  know  for  how  many  to  plan 
lunch.  Your  $6.50  registration  fee  covers  the  cost  of  lunch,  the  concert  and  all 
program  costs.  Your  fee  should  be  sent  with  registration,  BY  OCTOBER  3,  to 
Conference  Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720. 


Name  _ 

Address 

Church 


Adult  Sponsor  Present 


Around  the  Conference - 
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SPECIAL  SPEAKER  —  The  UMW  and  the  Work  Area  on  Missions  of  St.  Mark 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  recently  hosted  Doretha  Brown,  UM  missionary  to  Liberia. 
She  was  the  speaker  in  a  service  of  Celebration  and  Fellowship  honoring  her  work 
as  Director  of  a  Youth  Hostel  in  Monrovia.  Pictured  are  Deloris  Jones,  left,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  St.  Mark’s  UMW  and  Doretha  Brown,  right. 


FAMILY  OF  GOD  —  A  Palestinian  village,  strolling  drama  group,  youth  musical 
and  classes  for  preschool  and  adults  were  just  part  of  the  fun  for  First  UMC  in  Alex¬ 
andria.  Participants  in  the  church-wide  Vacation  Bible  School  ate  supper  and  sang 
together,  as  well  as  sharing  experiences  with  all  ages  and  interest  groups  for  five 
nights  as  they  studied  what  it  means  to  be  the  “Family  of  God.” 


SINGING  THE  PRAISES  —  Approximately  81  children  attended  Vacation  Bible 
School  at  Lacombe  United  Methodist  Church  in  August.  Most  were  non-members. 
Kathy  McGathy  directed  the  VBS  and  Rev.  John  Downs  is  the  pastor  at  Lacombe. 


LEARNING  LOTS  —  There  were  about  60  children  from  Douglas  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  who  participated  in  an  exciting  Vacation  Bible  School  in  August.  The 
children  learned  a  lot  and  had  a  great  time. 


Crusade  Scholarship  aids 
second-career  minister 


In  1979,  after  16  years  as  a  banker  in 
Puerto  Rico,  Victor  Perez-Silvestry 
turned  his  back  on  that  promising  career 
and  entered  the  ministry. 

“I  was  born  and  raised  in  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  and  was  always  an  active  lay¬ 
person,  willing  to  do  anything  for  the 
church,”  he  recalled.  “But  it  was  a  big 
decision  to  quit  banking  for  the  ministry. 
It  cut  my  salary  in  half.  Yet,  I  felt  called 
to  do  it.” 

Because  the  United  Methodist  Crusade 
Scholarship  Program  has  aided  his  train¬ 
ing  for  ministry,  Mr.  Perez’s  second  ca¬ 
reer  has  become  just  as  promising  as  the 
first.  While  serving  eight  years  as  a  pas¬ 
tor  in  Santurce  and  Ponce.  Puerto  Rico, 
he  earned  a  Master  of  Divinity  degree 
from  the  Evangelical  Seminary  of  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  in  Rio  Piedras.  He  then  took  ex¬ 
tension  courses  there  to  earn  a  Doctor  of 
Ministry  degree  from  McCormick  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Chicago.  He  has  completed 
coursework  and  will  earn  the  doctorate 
degree  when  he  finishes  his  thesis  by 
1990. 

“The  Crusade  Scholarship  Program 
made  it  all  possible,”  Mr.  Perez  ex¬ 
plained.  “For  five  years,  it  helped  pay 
for  my  studies  for  both  degrees;  and  that 
would  have  been  impossible  otherwise  on 
my  small  pastor’s  salary.” 

Crusade  Scholarships,  administered  by 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
are  funded  by  one-half  of  the  special  of¬ 
fering  received  in  United  Methodist 
churches  on  World  Communion  Sunday. 
Since  1944,  they  have  helped  thousands  of 
U.S.  and  international  students  gain  aca¬ 
demic  training  for  careers  in  ministry 
and  service  to  church  and  society. 

The  other  half  of  the  offering  is  divid¬ 
ed  between  ethnic  minority  undergradu¬ 
ate  scholarships  (35  percent)  and  grants 
for  in-service  training  of  ethnic  minority 
persons  seeking  certification  in  church- 
related  careers  (15  percent).  Both  of 
these  programs  are  administered  by 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 


Ministry.  Along  with  the  Crusade  Schol¬ 
arship  Program,  they  provide  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  United  Methodists  with  precious 
opportunities  for  education  and  qualified 
ministry  in  a  wide  range  of  professions. 

Since  1987,  Victor  Perez-Silvestry  has 
been  associate  general  secretary  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship’s  Division 
of  Christian  Service,  where  he  oversees 
administration  of  the  sections  on  Minis¬ 
try  of  the  Laity,  Stewardship,  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church,  and  Covenant 
Discipleship  Groups.  But  the  role  he 
finds  most  exciting  is  directing  the  new 
Ethnic  Church  Resource  and  Training 
Project,  which  offers  targeted  resources 
and  leadership  training  to  help  ethnic 
churches  develop  vital  areas  of  ministry. 

“We  have  many  talented  and  skilled 
people  attending  ethnic  churches,”  he 
said.  “I’ve  always  had  great  interest  in 
the  role  of  laypersons  in  the  local 
church.  If  we  can  help  them  understand 
and  perform  their  roles  more  effective¬ 
ly,  then  we  can  help  them  become  better 
disciples  and  improve  the  ministry  of 
our  churches. 

As  he  encounters  and  works  with  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic  congregations  and  groups 
across  the  country.  Mr.  Perez  wants  to 
share  the  special  gifts  of  the  Hispanic 
church:  “our  long  history  and  cultural  di¬ 
versity,  our  love  of  music,  preaching, 
justice  and  personal  testimony.”  But  he 
wants  to  learn  and  help  promote  the 
strengths  of  Black,  Asian  and  Native 
American  churches  as  well. 

Such  ambitions  capture  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  observance  of  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday:  "Sharing  the  Loaf  —  For  a 
World  Made  Whole.”  On  Oct.  2,  millions 
of  Christians  around  the  world  will  join 
in  their  common  sacrament  of  salvation. 
Our  gifts  can  support  Crusade  Scholars 
like  Victor  Perez-Silvestry  and  other  eth¬ 
nic  persons  who  study  to  serve.  Through 
them,  we  can  teach,  witness  and  share 
the  message  of  hope  and  redemption 
with  a  world  made  whole  through  Christ. 


A  SHARING  TIME  —  Victor  Perez-Silvestry,  right,  shares  his  views  with  two 
other  Crusade  Scholars  during  Bible  study  at  their  March  meeting  in  New  York. 
More  than  80  scholars  gathered  for  worship  and  fellowship  as  they  learned  more 
about  the  program,  about  one  another,  and  about  mission  opportunities  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 


Applications  being  accepted  for 
Accessibility  Grants  for  churches 


The  Health  and  Wglfare  Ministries 
Program  Department  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  is  offering 
accessibility  grants  to  local  churches. 
The  incentive  grants  are  for  churches 
willing  to  make  facilities,  activities  and 
programs  accessible  to  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions. 

Only  applications  from  United  Meth¬ 
odist  local  churches  will  be  considered. 
Grants  are  competitive. 

Each  of  the  50  churches  chosen  will  re¬ 
ceive  $500.  Grants  are  available  only  to 
the  United  Methodist  churches.  Only  one 
grant  will  be  given  to  a  local  church. 
Churches  must  confer  with  their  district 
superintendents  when  making  applica¬ 
tions. 

All  grant  applications  must  be  post¬ 
marked  no  later  than  April  15,  1989.  No¬ 
tification  of  award  decisions  will  be 
made  by  August.  1989. 

Special  emphasis  will  be  given  to  pro¬ 
grammatic  accessibility,  not  solely 
structural  improvements. 

A  church  must  give  evidence  of  satis¬ 
factory  planning  in  which  persons  with 
handicapping  conditions  participated. 
The  project  should  be  a  part  of  a  larger 
access  plan.  Other  requirements  are  fi¬ 
nancial  need  and  evidence  of  congrega¬ 
tional  involvement.  Paid  architectural 


drawings  or  consultative  plans  are  not 
required. 

Grants  may  be  used  for  program  re¬ 
sources  as  well  as  structural  improve¬ 
ments,  such  as  chairlifts,  elevators,  curb 
cuts,  rest  room  renovations,  ramps,  etc. 

Projects  can  aid  those  with  hearing  or 
sight  impairments.  Church  schpol  and 
worship  materials  for  mentally  retarded 
children  and  adults  may  also  be  obtained 
with  a  grant.  A  grant  can  also  be  used 
for  programmatic  resources  that  height¬ 
en  awareness  and  break  down  attitudinal 
barriers  toward  persons  with  mental 
health  handicapping  conditions. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Program  Department  will  make  every 
effort  to  ensure  that  grant  recipients 
represent  all  jurisdictions  and  annual 
conferences.  Grant  recipients  will  also 
vary  in  size,  ethnic  composition  rural 
and  urban  locale,  and  include  project  re¬ 
sponses  to  a  range  of  handicapping  con¬ 
ditions. 

Churches  may  request  1989  applica¬ 
tion  materials  from: 

Judy  Hunt 

Health  and  Welfare  Ministries 
Department 

475  Riverside  Drive,  Room  350 

New  York,  New  York  10115 

(212)  870-3911 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Reader-Editor  Dialogue 

Is  UMC  disaster  response  adequate? 


To  the  Editor: 

“United  Methodists  respond  to  world 
crises,”  according  to  a  Sept.  2  Reporter 
headline.  And  a  Sept.  16  headline  states, 
“UMs  to  aid  flooded  Bangladesh.”  Such 
headlines  reassure  us  that  we  United 
Methodists  do  care  about  the  needs  of 
others  beyond  our  borders. 

But  read  on— and  wonder!  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
sent  only  $15,000  to  Burundi,  which 
suffered  internal  tragedy,  $30,000  to 
Nepal  earthquake  victims  and  only 
$50,000  to  Bangladesh!  Yet  the  articles 
detail  great  need  in  these  countries. 

So  how  do  we  respond  to  these  cri¬ 
ses?  Unless  my  arithmetic  fails  me, 
the  total  response  of  $95,000  amounts 
to  only  1  cent  from  each  of  the  approx¬ 
imately  9  million  United  Methodists  in 
the  United  States.  Therefore,  I  can’t 
really  be  enthusiastic  about  our  re¬ 
sponse.  It  doesn’t  deserve  such  glow¬ 
ing  headlines. 

True,  these  were  emergencies  and 
thus  not  budgeted.  Also  true,  we  coop¬ 
erate  with  Church  World*  Service  in 
such  relief  efforts.  But  surely  we  could 
all  be  more  generous  in  our  giving. 

L.E.  Basinger 
Quincy,  Illinois 

Dear  Mr.  Basinger: 

You  are  right— to  a  point. 

The  emergency  efforts  that  you  cite 
are  limited,  particularly  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  huge  disaster-related  needs 
in  Burundi,  Nepal  and  Bangladesh. 

As  you  indicate,  however,  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief's  im¬ 
mediate  response  doesn’t  reflect  the 
whole  picture.  In  any  event,  the  dollar 


amount  of  such  aid  shouldn't  be  the 
only  yardstick  by  which  its  adequacy  is 
measured. 

The  director  of  the  agency’s  special¬ 
ized  ministries  recently  helped  put  the 
matter  into  perspective. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bekofske  explained 
that  United  Methodist  emergency  aid 
isn’t  limited  to  a  one-time  response  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  16).  In  addition,  Mr.  Be¬ 
kofske  outlined  a  two-step  process  used 
to  provide  such  aid: 

1.  Meet  the  most  pressing  immedi¬ 
ate  needs  of  individuals,  particularly 
poor  people. 

For  example,  in  Bangladesh  an  ur¬ 
gent  need  exists  for  safe  drinking  water 
following  devastating  floods.  Thus,  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  funds  will  be  partly  used 
to  supply  water  purification  tablets. 

2.  After  the  immediate  crisis  is  over, 
deal  with  less  critical  emergency  needs. 

In  the  case  of  Bangladesh,  repairing 
and  rebuilding  homes  and  restoring  ag¬ 
ricultural  efforts  fall  into  this  category. 

Beyond  this  two-step  emergency  aid 
process.  United  Methodism’s  relief 
agency  supports  numerous  ongoing 
long-term  development  projects.  Many 
of  these  projects  benefit  stricken  coun¬ 
tries  long  after  the  immediate  crisis 
has  passed. 

Of  course,  none  of  the  above  is  “ade¬ 
quate.”  Such  aid— even  when  combined 
with  the  efforts  of  other  church  relief 
agencies  AND  with  the  vast  amounts  of 
assistance  provided  by  governmental 
relief  agencies— still  cannot  eliminate 
all  disaster-inflicted  suffering. 

That  doesn’t  mean  that  our  efforts  as 
United  Methodists  are  insignificant.  We 
can  and  should  take  pride  in  the  wit¬ 


ness  to  Christlike  compassion  that  our 
emergency  aid  makes: 

/  It  meets  urgent  human  need  at  the 
time  and  place  such  need  is  greatest. 

S  It  is  unconditional— "no  strings 
attached”  except  that  it  be  used  for  its 
designated  purpose. 

•/  It  says,  in  effect,  “In  the  name  of 
Jesus,  we  care  and  will  continue  to  care 
long  after  the  crisis  has  passed." 

We  commend  you  for  encouraging 
United  Methodists  to  “give  more.”  At 
least  three  ways  exist  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  do  so. 

First,  donations  to  emergency  funds 
of  United  Methodism’s  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  help  ensure  that 
immediate  aid  will  be  available  when 
emergencies  arise  anywhere  in  the 
world. 

The  $45,000  recently  approved  to  aid 
victims  of  Hurricane  Gilbert  comes 
from  such  funds  (see  related  stories 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

Second,  donations  to  official  “special 
appeals”  help  to  extend  relief  efforts 
beyond  immediate  emergency  needs. 

The  $3-million  special  appeal  from 
the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  for  Bangladesh  is  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  (see  related  story  elsewhere  on  this 
page). 

Third,  donations  to  ongoing  Advance 
projects  help  provide  assistance  in 
meeting  long-term  needs. 

Information  about  these  forms  of 
giving  is  available  from  your  pastor, 
missions  secretary  or  district  superin¬ 
tendent.  Or  write:  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  475  Riverside 
Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 


Here  I  Stand 
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UMC  ties  to  Department  of  Defense 
violate  stance  on  war 9  militarism 


By  RICK  HALPERIN 

A  deep  crisis,  a  moral  malaise,  cur¬ 
rently  exists  within  the  United  Methodist 
Church. 

That  crisis  centers  on  the  relationship 
between  the  church’s  colleges  and  univer¬ 
sities  and  their  ties  to  the  U.S.  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense.  That  relationship  is 
laced  with  inconsistency  and  hypocrisy. 

The  church  has  issued  several  strong 
statements  in  writing  on  the  issues  of  nu- 
clearism  and  militarism.  Paragraph  75C 
of  The  Book  of  Discipline  (1984),  states: 
“We  believe  war  is  incompatible  with  the 
teachings  and  example  of  Christ.  ...  We 
insist  that  the  militarization  of  society 
must  be  challenged  and  stopped.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  in  its  1986  pas¬ 
toral  letter,  “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The 
Nuclear  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace,”  has 
stated:  “Peacemaking  . . .  requires  the 
defense  of  creation  itself  against  possi¬ 
ble  assaults  that  may  be  rationalized  in 
the  name  of  ‘national  defense,’  and  the 
churches’  own  implication  in  militarism, 
racism,  sexism  and  materialism  re¬ 
quires  a  deeply  penitent  approach  to 
peacemaking.” 

On  a  closer  look,  however,  the 
church’s  commitment  to  the  principle  of 
anti-militarism  and  to  the  justification  of 
life  simply  doesn’t  match  the  current  re¬ 
ality  at  church-related  institutions. 

It  was  disturbing  to  discover  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  1986-87  figures  released  by  the 
Department  of  Defense,  Southern  Meth¬ 
odist  University  ranked  74th  in  the  na¬ 
tion  out  of  152  colleges  and  universities 
that  did  more  than  $500,000  worth  of 
business  with  the  Defense  Department. 
SMU’s  total  was  $3,182,000. 

The  university  has  more  than  tripled 


its  business  with  the  department  in  1987- 
88,  now  doing 
$10,630,864  in  busi¬ 
ness.  The  funds  have 
been  or  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  disbursed 
through  1991.  The  av¬ 
erage  amount  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  fiscal 
year  1987-88  is 
$5,111,099.  Rick  Halperin  •. 

The  huge  figures  alone  are  troubling, 
but  it  is  the  relationship  itself  that  is 
most  disturbing. 

The  Department  of  Defense  represents 
a  policy  and  an  ideology  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  church.  Simply  put,  denomi¬ 
national  institutions  of  higher  learning 
should  have  no  connections  whatsoever 
with  those  branches  of  the  government 
that  foster,  support  or  ideologically  de¬ 
fend  the  right  to  use  weaponry  that  could 
result  in  the  taking  of  human  lives. 

Defense-related  research  at  denomi¬ 
national  institutions  means  that,  at  the 
very  least,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
gives  its  tacit  approval  for  such  grants 
and  contracts  to  be  both  awarded  to  and 
researched  at  its  institutions. 

This  approval  would  seem  directly 
contrary  to  the  bishops’  pastoral  letter, 
which  states:  “Creation  itself  is  under  at¬ 
tack.  ...  We  make  appeal  for  peace  re¬ 
search,  studies  and  training  at  all  levels 
of  education.” 

It  was  even  more  upsetting  to  learn 
that  Southern  Methodist  University  is  by 
no  means  alone  among  denominational 
schools  with  ties  to  the  Department  of 
Defense. 

Other  UM-related  schools  and  their 
current  awards  include:  Boston  Universi¬ 


ty  ($6.67  million),  American  University 
($3.2  million),  the  University  of  Denver 
($3.82  million)  and  Duke  University 
($25.15  million). 

The  U.S.  Department  of  Defense  rep¬ 
resents  a  principle  of  militarism,  vio¬ 
lence  and  the  destruction  of  human  life. 

The  time  has  come  for  the  next  General 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  to  issue  a  formal  statement  urging 
its  colleges  and  universities  to  cease  all 
dealings  with  the  Department  of  Defense. 

By  issuing  such  a  statement,  denomi¬ 
national  schools  can  truly  assume  their 
rightful  place  in  American  society  as 
moral  leaders  in  the  quest  for  peace. 

Rick  Halperin  lives  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  is  a  member  of  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Auburn,  Ala.  (Alabama- 
West  Florida  Annual  Conference). 


Pontius’  Puddle 

EX©  TOM 

SINCE  MfaO,  VOO  HOKANS 
H ME  SPENT  *15  TRILLION 
ON  THE  ARKS  RACE, 
AND  FOOfrHT  SI  MAJOR 
WARS  THAT  HAVE  KILLED 
12,555,000  MEN,  WOKEN, 
AND  CHILDREN.  THANKS 

to  voo, the  world  is 
becoming-  a  saeer 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Ogilvie  church  praised,  criticized  for  decision 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  interested  in  the  Sept.  2  editorial 
headlined.  “How  would  you  have  voted  to 
respond?” 

Right  away,  I  want  to  say  that  I  applaud 
the  Ogilvie  United  Methodist  Church  for 
its  decision  not  to  accept  the  $10,000  gift 
that  came  from  gambling  revenue. 

I’m  sure  the  decision  wasn’t  easy. 
When  we  wrestle  with  principles,  it  nev¬ 
er  is  “easy.” 

Our  congregation  was  the  catalyst  for 
the  Christian  community  when  the  lot¬ 
tery  and  casino  question  was  to  be 
placed  before  the  voters. 

We  had  many  meetings,  discussions, 
planning  sessions,  etc.  that  we  hoped 
threw  some  weight  into  the  decision  to 
defeat  casino  gambling— although  we 
lost  on  the  lottery. 

During  one  of  those  sessions,  I  made 
the  remark  that  I  had  "decided  to  trust 
Jesus  Christ  for  tomorrow  instead  of 
some  lottery  ticket.”  That  is  still  where  I 
stand  although  some  interesting  scenari¬ 
os  have  come  to  mind  since  then. 

What  would  I  do,  how  would  I  feel,  how 
would  I  vote,  if  some  earnest,  well- 
meaning,  loving  member  who  doesn’t 
feel  the  way  I  do  offers  money  from  lot¬ 
tery  winnings  to  our  church? 

What  would  I  do  or  not  do  if  my 
spouse,  who  occasionally  succumbs  to 
the  lure  of  the  millions,  wins?  Where  do  I 
draw  the  line?  Where  do  I  say,  “This  far 
and  no  further”? 

We  have  daily  decisions  on  how  to  wit¬ 
ness,  how  to  follow. 

Again,  I  congratulate  the  Ogilvie 
church  for  standing  firmly  on  the  United 
Methodist  Social  Principles.  We  can’t 
have  it  both  ways.  We  either  stand  or 
fall— and  the  world  is  watching. 

Pat  Wilson 

Jensen  Beach,  Florida 


Bravo  for  Ogilvie  UMC! 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  to  the  United  Methodist  Church 
of  Ogilvie. 

We  applaud  its  decision  to  decline  the 
gambling  money. 

Henry  and  Ima  Bland 
Orange,  Texas 

Action  is  too  legalistic 

To  the  Editor: 

While  I  love  and  admire  the  members 
of  the  Ogilvie  United  Methodist  Church 
for  being  true  to  their  beliefs  and  refus¬ 
ing  the  $10,000  gift  from  the  Lions  Club,  I 
believe  that  their  interpretation  of  the 
United  Methodist  Social  Principles  is  en¬ 
tirely  too  strict  and  legalistic. 

Sometimes  we  United  Methodists  are 
guilty  of  straining  out  gnats  and  swallow¬ 
ing  camels  (Matthew  23:2).  Or,  putting  the 
matter  another  way,  we  see  the  specks  in 
our  brother’s  eye  and  fail  to  notice  the  log 
that  is  in  our  own  eye  (Matthew  7:3). 

Responsible  stewardship  involves  infi¬ 
nitely  more  than  totally  abstaining  from 
any,  even  the  most  innocuous,  forms  of 
gambling.  The  world  is  beset  by  many 
sins  of  irresponsible  stewardship.  Our 


modern  “consume  and  waste”  lifestyle  is 
rife  with  stewardship  sins  of  monumental 
proportions.  The  very  future  of  our  planet 
may  be  threatened  by  our  wasteful,  short¬ 
sighted  and  selfish  lack  of  stewardship. 

“Pull-tab"  gambling  devices  used  by 
Lions  Clubs  may  be  technically  "wrong,” 
according  to  our  Social  Principles,  but  I 
truly  believe  that  they  are  “gnats”  or 
"specks"  when  compared  to  the  “cam¬ 
el”-  and  “log”-sized  sins  we  must  address 
as  United  Methodist  Christians. 

In  regard  to  this  issue,  I  am  reminded 
of  Paul’s  words  that  we  are  to  be  "minis¬ 
ters  of  a  new  covenant,  not  in  a  written 
law  but  in  the  Spirit;  for  the  letter  of  the 
law  kills,  but  the  Spirit  gives  life”  (2  Co¬ 
rinthians  3:6). 

Paul  also  wrote,  “Knowledge  puffs  up, 
but  love  builds  up”  (1  Corinthians  8:1).  To 
refuse  the  generous  gift  from  the  Lions 
Club  is  to  risk  insulting  its  members  and 
even  unnecessarily  appearing  to  act  hyp¬ 
ocritical  and  self-righteous,  possibly 
casting  a  stumbling  block  in  the  path  of 
people  who  might  otherwise  look  to  us 
for  ethical  and  moral  leadership. 

I  believe  that  we  are  wrong  to  interpret 
the  Social  Principles  in  such  a  narrow,  le- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


galistic  and  (dare  I  say  it)  Pharisaical  man¬ 
ner.  Perhaps  the  members  of  the  Ogilvie 
church  are  "victims”  of  such  an  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  the  Social  Principles. 

Eliza  Gonzalez 
Ingram,  Texas 

Let’s  avoid  selective  stands 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  surprise  and  disappointment 
that  I  read  Barbara  Blackstone’s  article 
on  the  Holy  Land  (see  UMR,  Aug.  26). 

Certainly,  the  work  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  does  is  inspiring,  but 
the  prayers  and  action  calls  she  notes 
reek  of  selective  morality. 

Nowhere  is  there  a  prayer  that  Arab 
terrorists  and  extremists  stop  their 
slaughter  of  fellow  Arabs— Christian  and 
Moslem,  let  alone  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  slaughter  and  violence 
against  Israeli  and  European  civilians. 

Nowhere  is  there  a  plea  for  Arab  lead¬ 
ers  to  confess  their  sins  against  Israel— 
namely,  instigating  five  wars  against 
that  country  in  40  years. 

Nor  is  there  any  confession  of  historic 
Christian  sins  against  Islam  and  Judaism. 

Prayers  shouldn’t  be  one-sided— at 


Missions  board  now  seen  from  inside 
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After  nearly  two  decades  as  an  observer, 
reporter,  sometime  advocate  and  some¬ 
time  critic  of  our  church’s  largest  general 
agency— the  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries— my  status  changed  last  week. 

I  joined  with  177  other  United  Method¬ 
ists  elected  from  around  the  world  to 
serve  as  our  mission  board’s  directors 
(policy  makers)  for  the  next  four  years. 

It’s  a  little  disconcerting  to  realize 
that  I'll  no  longer  be  able  refer  to  “it”  or 
“they”  regarding  the  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  It’s  now  “we." 

Those  who  have  known  me  and  this 
newspaper  as  critics  of  Global  Ministries 
policies  and  practices  from  time  to  time 
are  bound  to  wonder:  "Has  the  editor 
sold  out  or  been  co-opted?” 

I  trust  not.  I  was  not  elected  to  serve 
on  Global  Ministries  as  a  representative 
of  the  Reporter  but  as  a  representative 
of  my  annual  conference  and  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference.  I  will  seek  to  offer  the 
same  qualities  of  independent  thought 
coupled  with  Christian  commitment  in 
that  role  as  in  my  editor’s  role. 

As  a  matter  of  long-standing  policy,  I 
will  not  attempt  personally  to  report  or 
editorialize  in  the  Reporter  regarding  any 
activity  in  which  I  am  directly  involved. 
That  task  will  be  carried  out  by  other 
members  of  the  Reporter  staff.  They  will 
have  the  freedom  and  responsibility  to 
pursue  those  tasks  in  the  same  way  they 
would  if  I  were  not  involved. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  probably  generates  both  more  in¬ 
terest  and  more  controversy  than  all 
our  church’s  other  general  agencies 
combined.  Many  United  Methodists  con¬ 
sider  it  out  of  synch  with  their  under¬ 
standing  of  the  Christian  faith. 

It’s  my  impression  that  reforms  have 
been  instituted  during  the  past  five  years 
that  make  Global  Ministries  far  more 
accountable  to  the  rest  of  the  church 
than  before.  My  experiences  as  a  board 
member  will  test  that  impression.  I  in¬ 
tend  to  share  with  Reporter  readers 
notes  and  insights  gleaned  from  my  in¬ 
volvements  as  a  Global  Ministries  direc¬ 
tor  that  are  unlikely  to  surface  in  news 
reports. 

Last  week’s  organizational  meeting 
produced  four  such  entries. 

Like  another  full-time  job 

1.  At  the  end  of  our  four-day  orienta¬ 
tion  meeting,  I  feel  as  though  I’ve  just 
taken  on  an  additional  full-time  job.  In 


addition  to  serving  as  a  director  on  the 
full  Global  Ministries  board,  I  will  serve 
as  one  of  88  directors  of  the  World  Divi¬ 
sion,  with  special  involvements  in  its 
Committee  on  Afri-  ^  i 

ca,  Europe  and  the  ** 

Middle  East. 

I  will  serve  as  one 
of  28  directors  of  the 
United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Re¬ 
lief,  and  as  chair  of 
its  geographical 
committee  on  Afri-  Spurgeon  Dunnam 
ca,  Europe  and  the  Middle  East. 

And  I’ll  be  serving  on  the  special  new 
24-member  Mission  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  is  to  develop  ways  of  ex¬ 
tending  United  Methodism’s  work  into 
areas  where  the  Christian  Gospel  is  not 
being  effectively  shared. 

If  that  sounds  like  a  lot  to  do,  it  is.  But 
my  involvements  are  fairly  typical  of 
those  assumed  by  most  Global  Ministries 
directors.  Those  who  serve  on  the 
board’s  Women’s  Division  add  yet  anoth¬ 
er  significant  layer  of  involvements. 

Astounding  magnitude  of  work 

The  magnitude  of  this  board’s  work  is 
astounding  and  almost  overwhelming. 
We  oversee  a  vast  network  of  schools, 
community  centers,  hospitals  and  homes 
in  this  country  through  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  and  an  equally  vast  network  of 
overseas  mission  involvements  through 
the  World  Division.  The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  is  involved  in  re¬ 
lief  and  rehabilitation  efforts  anywhere 
disaster  strikes  in  this  country  or  around 
the  world. 

Our  church  employs  more  than  2,000 
people  around  the  world  through  Global 
Ministries.  The  board’s  combined  income 
and  expenditures  total  more  than  $110 
million  annually.  It’s  a  shame  that  most 
United  Methodists  experience  these  many 
forms  of  outreach  only  as  impersonal  “ap¬ 
portionments”  in  their  local  church  bud¬ 
gets  rather  than  as  manifold  means  of 
doing  good  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 

2.  Global  Ministries  directors  spend  a 
frustrating  amount  of  time  and  energy 
trying  to  be  “inclusive.”  In  fact,  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  probably 
more  committed  to  inclusiveness  than 
any  group  I’ve  ever  seen.  That  commit¬ 
ment  includes  ensuring  a  relatively  bal¬ 
anced  division  of  representatives  in  all 
the  board's  divisions  and  committees  by 


sex,  ethnicity,  age,  geography  and  theo¬ 
logical  outlook. 

The  process  of  becoming  inclusive  is 
tedious.  I  spent  three  days  in  August 
working  on  a  committee  of  32  people 
that  made  the  initial  subgroup  assign¬ 
ments.  Then  several  blocks  of  the 
board's  time  were  spent  perfecting  those 
balances  last  week. 

The  promised  payoff  is  groupings  that 
will  ensure  representation  of  every  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  in  this  country  and  abroad 
rather  than  any  single  outlook.  By  the 
end  of  the  board’s  orientation  meeting, 
our  inclusiveness  looked  and  felt  good. 
Here’s  hoping  that  this  internal  achieve¬ 
ment  now  will  enable  us  to  guide  our 
church  into  more  effective  outreach  to 
all  groups  of  people  in  the  future. 

3.  The  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief  approved  a  churchwide  appeal 
for  $3  million  to  respond  to  catastrophic 
floods  that  have  put  much  of  the  Asian 
nation  of  Bangladesh  under  water  during 
the  past  month. 

At  the  same  time  we  approved  a  $30,000 
emergency  grant  to  deal  with  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Hurricane  Gilbert  in  Jamaica  and 
had  staff  members  and  volunteers  on 
standby  alert  to  respond  when  Gilbert  hit 
land  in  Mexico  or  Texas.  Before  we  ad¬ 
journed,  account  No.  982422-4  already  was 
set  up  to  handle  funds  that  will  be  contrib¬ 
uted  by  United  Methodists  to  overcome 
the  devastation  wreaked  by  Gilbert. 

It  feels  good  to  be  a  part  of  a  church 
that  is  committed  to  reach  out  quickly 
and  compassionately  in  the  name  of  Je¬ 
sus  to  people  hit  by  natural  disasters 
anywhere  in  the  world. 

4.  The  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
been  accused  in  recent  years  of  neglect¬ 
ing  traditional  efforts  to  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel  of  Christ  and  make  new  disciples  in 
all  nations.  It  likewise  has  been  faulted 
by  many  for  reducing  the  size  of  our 
church’s  overseas  missionary  force.  The 
board’s  new  Mission  Evangelism  Com¬ 
mittee  represents  a  serious  effort  to  ad¬ 
dress  those  and  other  related  issues. 

That  committee  as  well  as  other  parts 
of  Global  Ministries  and  the  various  other 
general  agencies  of  our  church  deserve 
our  prayers  and  interest  as  they  embark 
on  their  work  for  the  next  four  years  dur¬ 
ing  the  weeks  ahead.  Our  witness  as  Chris¬ 
tians  is  strongest  when  our  mission  is 
simultaneously  being  carried  out  locally, 
regionally,  nationally  and  globally. 

—SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


least  from  my  understanding  of  Jewish 
and  Christian  Scripture. 

Philip  Perlmutter 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

We  need  to  know,  do  more 

To  the  Editor: 

I  fully  support  Barbara  Blackstone’s 
position  in  the  “Here  I  Stand”  article 
concerning  the  Palestinian  people  and 
our  mission  to  them  (see  UMR,  Aug.  26). 

I  am  an  Arab- American  pastor  of  Leb- 
anese-Syrian  background,  and  I  fully  em¬ 
pathize  with  the  sufferings  of  these 
captive  peoples  while  also  supporting  the 
right  of  worldwide  Jewry  to  have  a 
homeland  of  its  own  in  Israel. 

I  believe  many  United  Methodist  lead¬ 
ers  and  people  are  not  informed  concern¬ 
ing  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians,  and  we 
desperately  need  to  raise  awareness 
while  we  press  for  a  just  peace  for  all. 

Furthermore,  we  do  need  to  act  as  a 
counterbalance  to  Christian  fundamental¬ 
ists  who  discount  all  Arabs  in  their  view¬ 
point  on  the  second  coming  of  Christ. 

I  personally  have  been  insulted  by 
such  people  who  out  of  ignorance  fos¬ 
tered  by  their  beliefs  have  asked  such 
questions  as,  "How  does  it  feel  to  be  a 
part  of  a  people  who  will  be  destroyed  by 
Christ  at  the  end  of  time  for  opposing  his 
Chosen  People,  the  Jews?” 

This  view  has  even  appeared  in  the  lit¬ 
erature  of  some  of  our  more  conserva¬ 
tive  mainline  denominations,  where  I 
have  read  it  with  horror. 

Action  and  prayer  combined  will  prove 
powerful  allies  to  alter  current  thinking. 
So  will  voices  like  those  of  Ms.  Blackstone. 

Charles  Ferris 
Camden,  Tennessee 


Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“In  your  anger  do  not  sin.  Do  not  let 
the  sun  go  down  while  you  are  still 
angry,  and  do  not  give  the  devil  a 
foothold.”  (NIV) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  John  1:9) 

Readings  for  week  of  Sept.  25 
Monday:  Psalms  27:1-6 
Tuesday:  Psalms  27:7-14 
Wednesday:  Job  42:1-6 
Thursday:  Job  42:7-17 
Friday:  James  4:13-17 
Saturday:  James  5:7-11 
Sunday:  Mark  9:38-50 


Faith  RirThe 
Journey 


The  early  circuit-riding 
I  preachers  traveled  a  rugged 
I  road  as  they  spread  the  Gos- 
I  pel.  And  today's  journey  in 
l  faith  -  for  those  who  are 
1  serious  about  it  -  is  no  less 
Jdemanding.  Master  the 
path  with  the  help  of  Francis  Asbury 
Press.  They're  books  that  keep  hearts 
burning  with  the  Good  News  as  well  as 
sharpen  your  skills. 

Follow  the  historic  trail  of  grace  with 
John  Deschner's  landmark  Wesley's 
Cbristology.  Recall  Methodism's  special 
heritage  of  singing  in  OForA  Thousand 
Thpgues,  or  let  The  Wesley  Hymns 
open  the  spiritual  treasure  found  in  this 
beloved  music. 

Pick  up  the  trail  of  20th-century 
faithfulness  with  The  Claws  Of  The 
Dragon,  a  first-hand  account  of  grace 
in  mainland  China. 

For  the  road  tomorrow,  Faith  And 
Form  summons  United  Methodists  to 
again  join  theology  and  polity.  And  for 
some  concerns  of  the  entire  Wesleyan 
family,  look  to  Tom  Oden's  Doctrinal 
Standards  In  The  Wesleyan  TYadition. 


When  you  need  to  set  hearts  on  fire, 
study  a  master.  Like  James  Earl  Massey  's 
forthcoming  Preaching  From  Hebrews. 
Or  take  some  proven  tips  lot  Evangelistic 
Preaching,  from  seasoned  evangelist 
Alan  Walker. 

For  more  insight  into  Scripture,  saddle 
up  with  four  studies  from  Rueben  Welch: 
Faith  For  The  Journey,  on  Hebrews;  Our 
Freedom  in  Christ,  for  Romans;  his  Let  's 
Listen  1b  Jesus  on  John  14-17;  and  on 
Philippians,  The  Open  Secret  of  Strength 

And  nobody  warms  hearts  like  W.  E. 
Sangster.  Cultivate  lasting  spiritual  growth 
with  his  positive-minded  The  Secret  Of 
Radiant  Life,  his  insightful  The  Pattern 
Of  Prayer,  or  the  favorite  He  Is  Able: 
they're  all  classics. 

Send  for  your  free  brochure. 

Find  new  strength  for  your  journey  in 
faith  with  books  from  Zondervan's  Francis 
Asbury  Press.  They're  available  now  at 
bookstores  everywhere. 

To  learn  more  about  these  and  other 
books  of  interest  to  the  Wesleyan  commu¬ 
nity,  write:  Francis  Asbury  Press  Brochure, 
Dept.  UM  Zondervan,  1415  Lake  Drive  SE, 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  49506. 


Zondervan 

Academic  and  Professional  Reading. 
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Special  appeals  OK’d  for  flood,  hurricane  victims 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodists  are 
being  asked  to  respond  to  two  interna¬ 
tional  disasters  that  hit  widely  separated 
locations  this  month. 

Response  will  be  through  special  gifts  to 
the  denomination's  official  mission  agency. 

During  the  organizational  meeting  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
,  in  New  York  Sept.  12-15,  directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
approved  a  $30,000  grant  for  relief  ef¬ 
forts  in  Jamaica  and  other  areas  hit  by 
Hurricane  Gilbert  (see  extended  story  on 
the  hurricane  below). 

The  day  after  that  meeting  ended,  the 
executive  committee  of  the  relief  agency 
approved  an  additional  $15,000  in  emer¬ 
gency  aid  for  Methodists  in  the  part  of 
Mexico  also  hit  by  the  hurricane. 

Elected  directors  of  the  full  mission 
board  also  affirmed  a  $3-million  special 
appeal  for  people  in  Bangladesh,  site  of 
recent  flooding  (see  UMR,  Sept.  16). 

Relief  for  Jamaican  Methodists 

Even  as  new  and  returning  directors 
of  the  mission  board  were  dlecting  offi¬ 
cers  and  making  committee  assignments 
for  the  next  four  years,  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Committee  on  Relief  was  receiving 
daily  reports  on  damages  caused  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  Gilbert. 

Hurricane  Gilbert  was  the  worst 
storm  to  hit  the  Western  Hemisphere  in 
this  century,  according  to  the  National 
Weather  Service. 

The  Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske,  emergen¬ 
cy-response  specialist  for  the  relief  com¬ 
mittee,  told  missions  directors  that  at 
least  500,000  people  were  left  homeless, 
that  25  were  reported  dead  and  that 
thousands  of  homes  were  damaged  be¬ 
cause  of  the  hurricane. 

“This  $30,000  will  be  used  for  immedi¬ 
ate  needs,  including  cash  assistance  to 
the  Jamaica  District  of  the  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Caribbean  and  the  Ameri¬ 
cas,  and  a  shipment  of  emergency  mate¬ 


rials,  including  medicine,  medical 
supplies,  blankets  and  water  purification 
tablets,  in  conjunction  with  Church 
World  Service  (relief  agency  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches),”  he  said. 

"This  is  an  initial  response  only,  as 
there  will  be  ongoing  rehabilitation  and 
reconstruction  needs”  (see  related  edito¬ 
rial  on  Page  2). 

Mr.  Bekofske  said  that  the  $30,000 
would  also  be  used  for  “human  needs  and 
repairing  church  property  should  the 
hurricane  damage  other  areas  of  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean,  Mexico  and/or  U.S.  cities  on  the 
Gulf  Coast.” 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive 
of  the  relief  committee,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  the  storm  destroyed  several  buildings 
in  Jamaica,  including  the  Methodist 
headquarters  and  the  home  of  the  Rev. 
Evans  Bailey,  superintendent  of  the  Ja¬ 
maica  District. 

The  Rev.  Bruce  Weaver  of  Dallas,  the 
relief  committee’s  disaster-response  spe¬ 
cialist  for  the  Caribbean,  was  scheduled 
to  go  to  Jamaica  Sept.  20  with  a  check 
for  $20,000. 

Dr.  Weaver  and  Alford  Alphonse,  Global 
Ministries  Latin  America /Caribbean  exec¬ 
utive,  are  to  assist  in  the  ongoing  emergen¬ 
cy  response  there  by  United  Methodists. 

Reports  of  damage  to  other  islands 
and  to  the  Yucatan  Peninsula  in  Mexico 
were  not  available  to  directors  during 
the  meeting. 

However,  the  relief  committee  did  re¬ 
ceive  a  request  for  emergency  response 
from  Mexican  Methodist  Bishop  Miguel 
Hernandez  of  Monterrey.  The  agency’s 
executive  committee  authorized  $15,000 
in  aid  Sept.  16  for  the  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico’s  Northern  Conference. 

Directors  on  the  relief  committee 
heard  about  the  disaster-preparedness 
status  of  disaster  response  networks  in 
U.S.  annual  conferences  in  the  path  of 
the  hurricane,  said  Bishop  C.P.  Minnick 
(Raleigh,  N.C.,  Area),  newly  elected 
chairman  of  the  committee. 

“All  annual  conference  networks  were 


Global  Ministries  President  J.  Woodrow  Hearn 

Mission  officers  elected 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NEW  YORK— Bishop  J.  Woodrow 
Hearn  (Nebraska  Area)  was  elected  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  during  the  board’s  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  Sept.  12-15. 

The  board  is  United  Methodism’s  larg¬ 
est  program  agency. 

Also  elected  were  board  vice  presi¬ 
dents  who  chair  Global  Ministries’  three 
program  divisions.  They  are  Sally  E. 
Graham  Ernst  of  Bethel  Park,  Pa., 
Women’s  Division;  Bishop  J.  Lloyd  Knox 
(Birmingham,  Ala.,  Area),  World  Divi¬ 
sion;  and  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Bos¬ 
ton  Area),  National  Division. 

Chair  of  the  board’s  program  units  are 
Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons,  (Ohio  West 


Area),  Mission  Personnel  Resources; 
Bishop  C.P.  Minnick  (Raleigh,  N.C., 
Area),  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief;  Carolyn  Henninger  Oehler,  Chica¬ 
go,  Mission  Education  and  Cultivation; 
Martha  Sanchez,  Wichita,  Kan.,  Health 
and  Welfare  Ministries. 

Standing  committee  chair  are  the  Rev. 
Karl  K.  Stegall,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  fi¬ 
nance;  the  Rev.  Sandra  F.  Hoke,  La 
Grange,  Ill.,  personnel  and  nominations; 
the  Rev.  Mary  Ann  Swenson,  Everrett, 
Wash.,  committee  to  eliminate  institu¬ 
tional  racism;  the  Rev.  James  M.  Law- 
son,  Los  Angeles,  research  and 
development,  and  Tal  Oden,  Altus,  Okla., 
mission  evangelism. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ACTIVE 

MINISTRY 


MM 


MM 


i ra  Asbury  Seminary 
™  opens  up  a  world 
of  possibilities 
for  you. 


Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective 
Christian  service  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  graduate-level  seminary 
where  faculty  and  students  embrace 
biblical,  Wesleyan  evangelical  beliefs. 
Accredited  degree  programs  include: 

•  Master  of  Divinity 

•  Master  of  Arts  (Research)  . 

Biblical  Studies 
Theological  Studies 

•  Master  of  Arts  (Specialization)  ■■ 

Christian  Education 
Church  Music 
Parish  Counseling 
World  Mission  &  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 

•  Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divinity/Master  of  Arts: 

Pastoral  Counseling 

•  Master  of  Theology,  World  Mission  &.  Evangelism 

•  Doctor  of  Missiology 

•  Doctor  of  Ministry 

•  Cooperative  Programs  (1/nivenny  of  Kentucky)  : 

Master  of  Social  Work  (UK)  and  M.Div. 
or  M.A.  (Asbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 


Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free 

For  enrollment  information  -  ask  for  Admissions 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  Eastern  time  zone 


Asbury 

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 
WILMORE.  KY  40390-  1199 


alerted,  activated  and  prepared  to  respond 
as  needs  arise,”  Bishop  Minnick  said. 

Gifts  to  assist  victims  of  Hurricane 
Gilbert  should  be  sent  through  annual 
conference  treasurers  for  Advance  No. 
982422-4. 

Bangladesh  to  get  more  funds 

Global  Ministries  directors  later 
learned  that  the  United  Methodist  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Bishops  and  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration  had  ap¬ 
proved  the  request  from  the  relief  com¬ 
mittee  to  issue  a  “Bishops’  Appeal  for  $3 
million  for  Bangladesh.” 

This  appeal  is  for  relief,  rehabilitation 
and  reconstruction  assistance  for  Ban¬ 
gladesh  over  the  next  two  years. 

Flooding  in  the  Asian  country  along 
India’s  eastern  border  first  began  in  May 
of  this  year.  The  situation  worsened  in 
early  September.  It  was  described  by 
government  officials  as  “the  worst  flood 
in  the  country’s  history”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  16). 

“Life  in  Bangladesh  is  tenuous,”  said 
Dr.  Kehrberg.  “The  Bangladesh  people 
rely  on  the  monsoon  to  bring  the  neces¬ 
sary  rain  to  produce  food  required  to 
survive.  But  each  year,  they  live  in  fear 
of  flooding. 

“In  1988,  the  deadly  threat  of  destructive 
flooding  brought  the  worst  fears  of  the 
country  to  reality  as  the  rains,  which  are 
considered  life-giving,  became  life-taking.” 

Dr.  Kehrberg  told  the  Reporter  that 
Bangladesh  has  made  “every  effort  to 
meet  immediate  emergency  needs.” 

“We  must  also  work  and  give  sacrifi- 
cially  so  that  the  survival  of  the  people 
of  Bangladesh  is  not  left  to  the  destruc¬ 
tive  forces  of  natural  and  environmental 
disasters,”  she  added. 

The  UM  relief  agency  and  Church 
World  Service  have  been  working  with 
the  Christian  Commission  for  Develop¬ 
ment  in  Bangladesh  to  provide  medicine, 
food  and  millions  of  water  purification 
tablets.  The  UM  committee  sent  5,000 
nylon  reinforced  plastic  sheets  to  Ban- 
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The  worst  floods  in  70  years  in  Bangladesh  have  brought  church  response  from  all  over  the  world,  including  a 
special  $3  million  appeal  approved  last  week  for  United  Methodists. 


gladesh  Sept.  16  to  be  used  in  temporary 
housing  for  families. 

10  days,  22  inches  of  rain 

Twenty-two  inches  of  rain  fell  in  10  days 
at  the  end  of  a  very  heavy  monsoon  season 
in  Bangladesh,  putting  three-fourths  of  the 
Wisconsin-sized  nation  under  water.  Dr. 
Kehrberg  said  at  least  28  million  people 
were  left  stranded  and  homeless. 


The  death  toll  in  Bangladesh  has  risen 
to  at  least  680. 

UM  relief  officials  said  long-term  suf¬ 
fering  would  result  from  the  loss  of  one- 
fourth  of  the  country’s  rice  crop. 

“If  the  flood  waters  recede  by  mid- 
September,  it  may  be  possible  to  replant 
some  rice  seedlings,”  said  Dr.  Kehrberg. 
“Loss  of  the  rice  crops  will  mean  that 
millions  of  people  will  need  emergency 


food  for  at  least  four  months.” 

The  $3  million  is  expected  to  help 
meet  emergency  needs  and  assist  in  re¬ 
habilitation,  reconstruction,  reforesta¬ 
tion  and  flood-control  efforts  reaching 
into  the  Himalayan  mountains  and 
neighboring  Nepal. 

United  Methodists  may  contribute  to 
the  “Bishops’  Appeal  for  Bangladesh" 
through  special  Advance  No.  202400. 


Tough  questions  confront  National  Division 
as  Global  Ministries  board  holds  orientation 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— Equip  directors  to  make 
decisions,  not  just  rubber-stamp  them. 

That  was  the  goal  of  the  organization¬ 
al  meeting  of  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  in  New  York  last  week. 

The  178  United  Methodists  represent¬ 
ing  every  annual  conference  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  and  overseas  met  to  select 
officers  and  make  committee  assign¬ 
ments  for  the  next  four  years. 

Directors  also  made  final  adjustments 
in  membership  on  the  board’s  three  divi¬ 
sions:  Women’s  Division,  World  Program 
Division  and  National  Program  Division. 

Division  faces  questions 

Besides  getting  organized,  National 
Division  directors  faced  tough  questions 
regarding  the  division’s  finances.  Those 
directors  found  themselves  asking: 

1.  What  are  the  real  financial  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  National  Division? 

2.  What  can  we  learn  from  past  mis¬ 
takes  so  they  won’t  happen  again? 

Last  month,  the  mission  board  trimmed 
the  1988  National  Division  budget  and 
made  staff  cuts  in  light  of  a  deficit  report¬ 
ed  at  $2  million  (see  UMR  Sept.  9). 

The  revised  1988  budget  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division  has  been  set  at  $17.5  million, 
and  11  midlevel  staff  positions— two  va¬ 
cant  positions  and  nine  executives— 
were  eliminated.  Six  support  staff  were 
also  eliminated  by  attrition. 

Services  to  annual  conferences  and  lo¬ 
cal  churches  were  trimmed  through  such 
measures  as  limited  executive  staff  travel. 

The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  the  mis¬ 
sion  board’s  chief  executive,  assured  di¬ 
rectors  that  duties  handled  by  eliminated 
staff  positions  would  be  given  to  other 
staff  members. 

Those  cuts  include  the  Office  of  Dea¬ 


coness  Service,  subject  of  controversy 
within  the  past  month  (see  UMR,  Sept.  9). 
That  office  is  mandated  by  The  Book  of 
Discipline,  the  collection  of  church  laws, 
to  be  staffed  by  a  deaconess.  No  one  has 
been  named  to  head  that  office. 

A  revised  1989  budget  is  to  be  present¬ 
ed  to  Global  Ministries  directors  for  ap¬ 
proval  at  their  Oct.  17-21  meeting. 

“What  kind  of  process  are  we  going  to 
put  into  operation  so  we  won’t  have  a  re¬ 
peat  of  what  happened  between  board 
meetings  like  we  did  this  year?”  asked 
Bishop  Leroy  Hodapp  (Indiana  Area)  at 
the  start  of  the  National  Division  meeting. 

Bishop  Hodapp,  who  is  starting  his  sec¬ 
ond  four-year  term  as  a  National  Divi¬ 
sion  director,  told  the  Reporter  that 
although  a  March  1988  division  treasur¬ 
er’s  report  mentioned  a  $825,419  deficit, 
the  report  “just  said  we  needed  to  tight¬ 
en  our  belts.” 

“The  directors  did  not  receive  a  red 
flag  to  tell  us  something  had  to  be  done  im¬ 
mediately,”  he  added.  "I  think  we  need 
to  know  what  happened  so  the  next  time 
someone  can  hold  a  red  flag  so  it  won’t 
happen  again.” 

Executives  respond 

Responding  to  questions  from  Bishop 
Hodapp  and  other  directors  were  the  Dr. 
Nugent;  Stephen  F.  Brimigion,  board 
treasurer;  Lula  Garrett,  National  Divi¬ 
sion  interim  chief  executive;  and  Brenda 
Norwood,  National  Division  treasurer. 

Staff  executives  said  the  problems 
were  caused  by  several  things,  including: 

•Spending  money  not  designated  for 
specific  mission  projects  to  renovate  the 
board’s  offices  in  New  York’s  Inter¬ 
church  Center; 

•  Committing  too  much  to  loans  for  lo¬ 
cal  churches  through  the  division’s  con¬ 


gregational  development  unit. 

•  Not  receiving  World  Service  dollars, 
Human  Relations  Day  offerings  and  gifts 
to  Advance  Special  projects  as  fast  as 
expected. 

“The  division  was  spending  at  a  faster 
rate  than  you  budgeted  for,”  Dr.  Nugent 
told  directors. 

Naomi  Christensen  of  Hastings,  Iowa, 
a  member  of  the  National  Division’s 
1985-88  finance  committee,  noted  that 
“the  money  wasn’t  mismanaged.” 

“It  was  all  used  for  mission,"  she  said. 
“We  received  so  many  appeals  for  new 
mission  programs  that  were  not  in  our 
budget  that  were  all  so  greatly  needed  in 
the  church  that  we  couldn’t  turn  them 
down.  We’ll  have  to  live  the  hard  realities 
that  we  just  don’t  have  enough  money  this 
year  and  turn  some  programs  down." 

Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area),  newly  elected  National  Division 
president,  told  directors  they  would  be 
asked  to  make  “some  hard  decisions 
about  finances  of  the  board”  during  the 
coming  four  years. 

“We  must  take  a  look  at  the  steward¬ 
ship-responsibility  question,”  Bishop 
Skeete  said.  “As  chairperson,  I  will  be 
holding  your  feet  to  the  fire  to  keep  with¬ 
in  our  budget  for  this  quadrennium.” 

Comments  echo  earlier  meeting 

Questions  and  suggestions  raised  last 
week  regarding  the  National  Division 
were  much  the  same  as  those  discussed 
during  the  full  board’s  Aug.  1  adminis¬ 
trative  committee  meeting. 

Minutes  of  that  meeting  show  that  di¬ 
rectors,  using  the  National  Division’s 
problems  as  a  case  study,  then  said  such 
things  as: 

“Different  kinds  of  budget  presenta¬ 
tions/financial  reports  are  needed.” 

“When  do  we  say,  ‘There  is  not  enough 


money  in  the  budget?’  Who  says  there  is 
not  enough  money?” 

“Directors  tend  to  follow  lead  of  staff. 
De-emphasize  staff.” 

“FTotect  the  directors’  right  to  question.” 

The  Rev.  Karl  Stegall,  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Montgomery. 
Ala.,  and  newly  elected  chairman  of  the 
board  finance  committee,  affirmed  all  the 
questions  and  suggestions  directors  raised 
over  the  past  six  weeks  regarding  over¬ 
spending  in  the  National  Division. 

“We  (directors)  have  oversight  of  the 
funds  of  the  board,  advise  the  treasurer 
and  work  with  the  general  secretary  in 
financial  matters  and  budget  control  but 
have  no  veto  power,”  said  Dr.  Stegall. 

“So  during  the  next  four  years,  we’ll 
have  to  do  a  better  job  of  monitoring  in¬ 
vestments,  fund  balances  and  delinquent 
loans  before  problems  get  out  of  hand.” 

Pastor  selected 
for  national  post 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK — A  pastor  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  has  been  nominated  to  head  the 
National  Program  Division  of  the  United 
Methodist  mission  board. 

The  nominee,  the  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fet- 
terman,  pastor  of  Wesley  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Tyrone,  Pa.,  was 
introduced  to  elected  directors  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  last  week  during  an  or¬ 
ganizational  meeting. 

If  elected  during  the  mission  board’s 
Oct.  14-21  meeting,  Mr.  Fetterman,  57, 
would  succeed  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux, 
who  resigned  in  June  as  deputy  general 
secretary.  Mr.  Fetterman  would  begin 
his  job  immediately  after  election. 


Hurricane  preparedness  gives  UMs  ‘fire  drill’ 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  all  along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  spent 
much  of  last  week  bracing  for  an  expected  assault 
from  Hurricane  Gilbert. 

Instead,  the  week’s  preparations  served  as  what  one 
United  Methodist  conference  official  termed  “a  fire 
drill”  for  responding  to  future  hurricanes. 

The  storm,  which  devastated  Jamaica  and  battered 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula  of  Mexico,  lost  its  “storm  of  the 
century”  character  before  making  landfall  Sept.  16  in 
northern  Mexico. 

After  setting  record-low  barometric  readings  (the 
measure  of  a  storm’s  strength)  while  still  in  the  Carib¬ 
bean  Sea,  Hurricane  Gilbert  had  its  punch  pulled  over 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula  and  never  regained  its  full 
Force  5  strength. 

Neither  did  it  make  an  anticipated  northward  turn  in 
the  Gulf  toward  the  Texas  and  Louisiana  coasts.  It  final¬ 
ly  hammered  ashore  along  a  rural  segment  of  the  Mexi¬ 
can  coast  about  100  miles  south  of  Brownsville,  Texas. 

Mexican  bishop  to  tour  area 

Mexican  Methodist  Bishop  Miguel  Hernandez  of  Mon¬ 
terrey  was  planning  late  last  week  to  survey  the  dam¬ 
age  caused  by  Hurricane  Gilbert  as  soon  as  he  could 
tour  the  area,  said  Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  United  Methodist  church’s  relief  agency. 

Floods  in  Monterrey  caused  by  rains  from  the  storm 
had  killed  at  least  60  people,  weekend  news  reports 
indicated.  Another  150  people  were  reported  missing. 

The  storm  had  previously  caused  heavy  damage 
along  Mexico’s  Yucatan  Coast,  and  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Committee  on  Relief  voted  last  week  to  give  an 
initial  grant  of  $15,000  for  disaster  relief  in  the  coun¬ 
try  (see  separate  story.) 

Among  United  Methodists  along  the  western  Gulf 


Coast,  preparations  ranged  from  special  worship  ser¬ 
vices— like  one  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston— to  churches  serving  as  emergency  shelters, 
like  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Brownsville. 

In  addition.  United  Methodist  officials  organized  im¬ 
promptu  ham  radio  networks  all  along  the  Gulf 
Coast— from  New  Orleans  to  Eagle  Pass,  Texas— to 
maintain  communication  in  the  event  telephone  lines 
were  blown  down. 

Church  officials  and  laypeople  put  together  relief 
plans  to  help  victims  after  the  storm  passed,  including 
stocking  a  refrigerated  truck  with  $10,000  worth  of 
foodstuffs  to  take  to  the  scene  of  storm  damage,  said 
the  Rev.  Donald  G.  Willis  of  Houston,  disaster  coordi¬ 
nator  for  the  Texas  Annual  Conference. 

Many  flee  storm 

The  Rev.  J.  Larry  Smith,  pastor  of  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Galveston,  reported  that  many 
members  of  his  congregation— including  many  older 
people— left  as  the  storm  hit  Jamaica  and  was  being 
described  by  weather  forecasters  as  “one  of  the  stron¬ 
gest  storms  of  the  century.” 

An  estimated  300  residents  at  the  United  Methodist- 
related  retirement  community  in  Galveston— Moody 
House  and  the  Turner  Geriatric  Center— also  were 
evacuated,  some  to  UM  facilities  inland. 

United  Methodist  churches  and  institutions  farther 
inland  opened  their  doors  for  people  fleeing  Gilbert. 

Officials  at  the  United  Methodist  Mission  Home  in 
San  Antonio  said  11  children  and  seven  employees  of 
the  Brownson  Home  in  Victoria,  Texas,  were  evacuat¬ 
ed  to  the  San  Antonio  facility  early  Friday  afternoon. 

Beverly  Robberson,  editor  of  the  Southwest  Texas 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter,  said  several  San 
Antonio  churches  were  opened  as  shelters  for  people 
fleeing  Gilbert  and  unable  to  find  or  afford  lodging  in 
local  motels. 


Jim  Pace,  a  United  Methodist  layman,  was  among 
the  many  who  stayed  behind.  He  helped  direct  an 
emergency  shelter  in  Brownsville,  which  had  been 
expected  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  hurricane’s  impact. 

Churches  provide  shelter 

Mr.  Pace,  a  former  United  Methodist  missionary  in 
Bolivia,  said  that  Brownsville  and  Harlingen  churches 
stocked  up  on  food  and  water  and  opened  their  doors 
as  emergency,  shelters  to  the  general  public  and 
church  members. 

“We  spread  the  word  through  the  congregation,  call¬ 
ing  all  elderly  members  and  those  who  live  by  them¬ 
selves,"  said  Mr.  Pace. 

The  congregation  also  extended  a  special  invitation 
to  residents  of  the  Mexican  farming  village  of  La 
Bartolina,  just  eight  miles  from  the  Gulf,  he  said. 

“We  were  afraid  that  some  of  our  Mexican  brothers 
and  sisters  would  have  no  place  to  go  and  might  not  feel 
welcome  in  public  shelters  in  Brownsville,”  he  said. 

Eventually  about  30  people  sought  shelter  at  the 
Brownsville  church,  which  was  hit  by  heavy  rains  and 
winds  that  swept  along  the  northern  edge  of  the  hurri¬ 
cane.  The  facility  was  equipped  to  handle  as  many  as 
150,  Mr.  Pace  said. 

In  Louisiana,  the  Rev.  Thomas  L.  Howe  Jr.,  pastor 
at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Thibodaux,  La., 
organized  plans  in  case  the  hurricane  made  a  north¬ 
ward  turn  as  had  been  expected. 

In  the  event  of  landfall  along  the  Louisiana  coast, 
ministers  in  affected  areas  were  instructed  to  assess: 

•Damage  to  church  property. 

•Damage  in  immediate  church  neighborhoods. 

•  What  churches  needed  to  respond  to  neighborhood 
needs— “What  do  we  need  to  send  in  when  roads  are 
opened?” 

•  Information  on  church  members  and  their  families. 
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Ethnic  men  tell  Discipleship  board  what’s  needed 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

DALLAS— Developing  strong  congre¬ 
gational  leaders,  raising  self-esteem  and 
supporting  the  family  topped  the  minis¬ 
tries  that  ethnic  men  proposed  Sept.  9^tT 
during  a  national  consultation  sponsored 
by  United  Methodist  Men. 

Forty  men— Asian,  black,  Hispanic 
and  Native  American— proposed  lists  of 
needs  unique  to  their  cultures  as  well  as 
topics,  such  as  family  life,  that  cut 
across  cultural  lines. 

Part  of  the  consultation’s  purpose  was 
to  increase  “ports  of  entry”  for  ethnic 
men  into  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
said  Allen  L.  Brown,  an  executive  in  the 
United  Methodist  Men  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship. 

“We  received  a  number  of  requests 
from  different  ethnic  constituencies  re¬ 
garding  needs  to  which  they  felt  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  was  not  respond¬ 
ing,"  Mr.  Brown  said. 

As  a  result,  the  National  Association 
of  Conference  Presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
church’s  missional  priority  fund  to  stage 
the  consultation,  Mr.  Brown  said. 

The  missional  priority,  the  UMC’s  pri¬ 
mary  project  for  program  and  budget, 
through  the  end  of  1988  is  "Developing 
and  Strengthening  the  Ethnic  Minority 
Local  Church  for  Witness  and  Mission.” 

Feminization  of  UMC  noted 

Increasing  feminization  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  (see  UMR,  Sept.  9)  was 
another  impetus  for  the  consultation,  Mr. 
Brown  said. 

“We’ve  known  for  some  time  that  the 
number  of  men  participating  in  the 
church  is  less  than  that  of  women,”  Mr. 
Brown  said. 

"Men  are  not  content  just  with  wor¬ 
ship  on  Sunday  morning.  They  tend  to 
participate  in  a  local  church  where  they 
are  challenged  by  significant  ministries 
centered  around  people.” 

To  determine  those  ministries  and  ex¬ 


plore  ways  to  put  them  into  practice,  the 
consultation  first  heard  presentations  on 
various  aspects  of  ministry.  Then  partic¬ 
ipants  gathered  in  their  respective  ethnic 
groups  to  discuss  their  needs  and  develop 
-action  plans  for  the  Board  of  Disciple¬ 
ship. 

The  keynote  speaker  was  the  Rev. 
Douglass  E.  Fitch,  pastor  of  Downs  Me¬ 
morial  United  Methodist  Church,  Oak¬ 
land.  Calif. 

"This  consultation  shows  serious  re¬ 
spect  for  the  needs  of  individual  ethnic 
communities,”  Dr.  Fitch  said. 

“We  use  the  same  language  but  not  the 
same  experience,  so  we  must  respect  dif¬ 
ferent  cultures  and  let  them  address 
their  needs.  That  respect  is  what’s  gener¬ 
ating  the  ethusiasm  we  feel  here.” 

5  topics  considered 

Topics  and  their  presenters  were: 

"Witness  and  Discipleship,”  the  Rev. 
Edward  E.  Bufford,  pastor  of  Brooks 
United  Methodist  Church,  Jamaica,  N.Y. 

"Programming  and  Ministry,”  Mari¬ 
lyn  W.  Magee,  chief  executive  of  the  Sec¬ 
tion  on  Ministry  of  the  Laity,  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

“Ethnic  Families,”  the  Rev.  Joel  N. 
Martinez,  pastor  of  Emanu-El  Iglesia 
Methodista  Unida,  Dallas. 

“Gifts  and  Talents,”  the  Rev.  J.  Lavon 
Kincaid  Sr.,  pastor  of  Union  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church,  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  Kincaid  said  he  expects  the  consul¬ 
tation’s  result  will  be  “tangible,  function¬ 
al  programs  and  tools— resources 
developed  from  the  unique  perspectives 
of  each  ethnic  group. 

"This  is  one  positive  aspect  of  the  Eth¬ 
nic  Minority  Local  Church  missional  pri¬ 
ority  of  the  last  three  quadrennia,”  Dr. 
Kincaid  said.  "The  minority  leaders  here 
were  developed  under  the  EMLC.  Now 
they  will  go  back  to  their  local  churches 
and  give  leadership.  So  even  though  the 
EMLC  is  no  longer  a  missional  priority, 
it’s  still  going  on.” 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  consultation, 


each  ethnic  group  presented  results  of  its 
discussions  to  the  full  gathering. 

For  Asians,  Ji  Shik  Ryu  of  Glendale, 
Calif.,  reported  that  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  was  the  greatest  need.  That  need 
includes  recruitment  of  strong  lay  lead¬ 
ers,  clergy  and  especially  young  adults, 
he  said. 

Also  urgently  needed  are  resources  for 
spiritual  growth  written  in  each  of  the 
several  languages  of  the  Asian  ethnic 
group,  Mr.  Ryu  said. 

For  blacks,  Carl  Stewart  of  Shreve¬ 
port,  La.,  reported,  the  greatest  need  is 
church  resources  written  from  the  per¬ 
spective  of  the  black  experience— de¬ 
fined,  in  part,  as  a  generation  of  black 
young  people  growing  up  without  know¬ 
ing  what  it  is  to  live  with  overt  racism. 

His  group  proposed  a  six-month  time¬ 
table  for  the  Board  of  Discipleship  to  of¬ 
fer  drafts  of  new  materials  to  the 
consultation  participants. 

Mr.  Stewart  stressed  that  materials 
should  be  theologically  and  biblically 
sound  and  should  include  a  “talent  inven¬ 
tory"  and  “interest  finder"  to  help  poten¬ 
tial  leaders  discover  their  gifts  and  ways 
to  use  those  gifts  in  the  local  church. 

More  Spanish  materials  sought 

For  the  Hispanics,  Ramon  Lopez  of 
Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  proposed  new  re¬ 
sources  written  or  translated  into  Span¬ 
ish.  The  group  requested  that  those 
resources  be  promoted  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship  better  current  Spanish  re¬ 
sources. 

Also  needed,  the  Hispanic  group  said, 
is  greater  sensitivity  to  the  different  cul¬ 
tures,  such  as  Puerto  Ricans,  Cubans, 
Mexicans  and  Central  Americans,  which, 
within  the  broader  Hispanic  community, 
presumably  seek  different  things  from 
the  church. 

The  Hispanics’  plan  stressed  strengthen¬ 
ing  devotional  life  through  the  use  of 
prayer  partners,  intercessory  prayer  and 
forming  covenant  prayer  groups. 

For  Native  Americans,  the  Rev.  Samu¬ 


el  Wynn  of  Hope  Mills,  N.C.,  proposed 
that  five  Native  American  consultants 
be  provided  to  inform  and  educate  local 
church  members  about  the  church  and 
ways  the  church  can  minister  to  them.  A 
specific  function,  he  indicated,  would  be 
to  help  raise  the  self-esteem  of  Native 
American  men  by  affirming  their  cul¬ 
ture  and  self-worth  in  the  face  of  such 
difficulties  as  unemployment  and  alco¬ 
holism. 


Consultants  also  would  recruit  young 
Native  American  men  to  become  lay 
leaders  in  local  churches,  Mr.  Wynn  said. 

All  four  ethnic  groups  listed  support 
for  the  family  as  the  greatest  need  for  lo¬ 
cal  ministry.  They  expressed  great  con¬ 
cerns  over  the  breakup  of  the  family 
caused  by  culture  shock  and  drug  and  al¬ 
cohol  abuse. 

Board  of  Discipleship  representatives 
at  the  consultation  said  they  would  re¬ 


view  the  proposals  from  the  consultation 
and  report  back  to  participants  as  soon 
as  possible  on  how  the  proposals  could  be 
accomplished. 

Dr.  David  L.  White,  head  of  the  Ethnic 
Minority  Local  Church  program  in  the 
Board  of  Discipleship,  said  he  believed 
that  many  projects  proposed  by  the  par¬ 
ticipants  could  be  eligible  for  grants 
from  missional  priority  funds  in  annual 
conferences. 
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DALLAS  Dr.  Troy  Coleman  from  the  University  of  Texas  at  Arlington  makes  a  point  as  discussion  leader  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  United  Methodist  Men’s  ethnic-minority  consultation.  He  addressed  the  Native  American  group. 


Bill  called  threat  to  senior  citizens 


VISN  assured  of  cable  industry  support 


By  ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 
Religious  News  Service 

DENVER— The  cable  TV  industry 
will  stay  committed  to  the  fledgling 
network  operated  by  mainline  faith 
groups— including  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  communications  agency— for  at 
least  three  years  while  viewer  accep¬ 
tance  is  established,  an  industry  exec¬ 
utive  says. 

Robert  Thomson,  vice  president  of 
the  nation’s  largest  cable  television 
system  operator,  Denver-based  Tele¬ 
communications  Inc.,  made  the  com¬ 
ment  in  an  interview  Sept.  13. 

Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network 
was  scheduled  to  begin  operations 
Sept.  19.  Initially  programs  are  to  run 
from  1  p.m.  to  6  p.m.  (Eastern  time) 
Monday  through  Friday,  with  longer 
weekend  hours. 

Mr.  Thomson,  who  has  been  in¬ 
volved  closely  with  creation  of  the 
network,  predicted  that  the  interfaith 
operation,  which  was  to  be  available 
to  6  million  cable  subscribers  at  first, 
would  receive  “rapid  (public)  appeal 
over  the  next  two  to  three  years.” 


The  new  network  is  operated  by  a 
coalition  of  20  Protestant,  Jewish,  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  and  Orthodox  groups. 
Network  officials  have  said  programs 
are  to  be  values-oriented. 

Cable  TV  executives  were  instru¬ 
mental  in  creation  of  the  Vision  net¬ 
work  because  of  industry 
dissatisfaction  with  some  aspects  of 
existing  religious  networks.  That  dis¬ 
satisfaction  peaked  with  the  PTL 


scandal  in  the  spring  of  1987,  when 
some  cable  systems  stopped  carrying 
the  PTL  network. 

Some  systems  may  drop  existing 
religious  networks,  if  necessary,  to 
make  a  channel  available  for  Vision, 
Mr.  Thomson  said,  depending  largely 
on  local  viewer  preference. 

Competition  for  channels  is  great, 
Mr.  Thomson  said.  Few  systems  have 
open  channels. 


Who  knows  who’s  watching? 


From  Religious  News  Service 

Officials  of  the  new  Vision  cable 
network  didn’t  know  who  was  watch¬ 
ing  their  programs  when  operations 
began  Sept.  19. 

Consequently,  viewers  wanting  to 
see  the  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Net¬ 
work  had  to  call  their  local  cable 
company  to  see  if  the  TV  service  fea¬ 
turing  programs  from  mainline  de¬ 
nominations  was  available  in  their 
area. 

The  network  has  signed  agree¬ 


ments  with  some  of  the  nation’s  larg¬ 
est  cable  TV  operators,  said  Wilford 
V.  Bane  Jr.,  interim  general  manag¬ 
er.  Those  firms  include  Tele-Commu¬ 
nications  Inc.,  United  Cable, 
Post-Newsweek  Cable  and  American 
Television  and  Communications,  a 
subsidiary  of  Time  Inc. 

But  parent  companies  usually  let 
local  managers  decide  what  program¬ 
ming  services  a  local  system  will  car¬ 
ry,  Mr.  Bane  said. 

—ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 


short  on  top  of  this  ‘Old  Smokey’ 


_ _ 
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SMOKEY  MOUNTAIN,  Philippines— This  young  resident  of  Manila’s 
famous  dump  ground  rests  his  basket  as  he  pauses  in  his  search  through  the 
trash-covered  mountain  top  for  something  to  sell. 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

WASHINGTON— Proposed  changes  in 
federal  law  could  “drastically  affect  the 
lifestyle"  of  many  senior  citizens  living 
in  United  Methodist-related  retirement 
homes. 

That’s  the  view  of  at  least  two  officials 
in  United  Methodist  health  and  welfare 
ministries. 

At  issue  are  two  income  tests  in  the 
Miscellaneous  Revenue  Act  of  1988. 
Those  tests  limit  occupancy  of  housing 
built  under  tax-exempt  bonds. 

Some  United  Methodist-related  homes 
for  the  aging  have  developed  facilities 
using  such  financing. 

"The  wrong  people  are  going  to  be  vic¬ 
timized”  [by  the  new  tests],  said  the  Rev. 


Minister  weathers  assault  by 
Hurricane  Gilbert  on  Jamaica 

KINGSTON,  Jamaica  — A  United 
Methodist  minister  from  Virginia,  co- 
founder  of  an  extensive  anti-hunger  pro¬ 
gram,  last  week  weathered  the  first 
hurricane  to  hit  Jamaica  since  1951. 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Horn,  in  Kingston 
working  with  several  Methodist  and  An¬ 
glican  churches  involved  in  a  seed  potato 
growing  project,  was  not  injured  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  Gilbert.  The  storm  killed  26  peo¬ 
ple  as  it  swept  across  Jamaica  Sept.  9 
with  175-mile-per-hour  winds. 

He  is  a  founder  of  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew,  an  organization  based  in  Big  Is¬ 
land,  Va.,  and  best  known  for  its  Potato 
Project.  The  project  salvages  nonmar- 
ketable  crops  and  makes  them  available 
across  the  country  to  food  banks  and  oth¬ 
er  agencies  feeding  homeless  and  hungry 
people. 


A.  Wray  Tomlin,  executive  director  of 
Methodist  Homes  for  the  Aging  in  the 
North  Alabama  and  Alabama-West  Flor¬ 
ida  conferences. 

Under  a  bill  passed  by  the  U.S.  House 
of  Representatives  this  summer,  20  per¬ 
cent  of  housing  units  in  a  project  built 
with  tax-exempt  bonds  must  be  occupied 
by  tenants  with  incomes  of  50  percent  or 
less  of  area  median  income,  or  at  least 
40  percent  of  the  tenants  must  have  in¬ 
comes  of  60  percent  or  less  of  area  medi¬ 
an  income. 

Most  residents  of  church-run  retire¬ 
ment  homes  wouldn’t  meet  those  re¬ 
quirements,  and  some  might  be  forced  to 
move,  Mr.  Tomlin  said. 

“It  will  drastically  affect  the  lifestyle 


Congress  tabs  first  Thursday 
in  May  ‘National  Day  of  Prayer’ 

WASHINGTON— Congress  voted  last 
month  to  restore  the  oldest  living  tradi¬ 
tion  in  America— national  prayer— to 
the  nation’s  official  calendar. 

A  regular  national  day  of  prayer  will 
be  observed  each  spring  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  May,  said  Peter  P.  Stewart, 
president  of  Thanksgiving  Square— the 
National  Thanksgiving  Commission. 

The  day  of  prayer  observance  dates  to 
1775,  when  it  was  first  recommended  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  preceded 
the  official  declaration  of  Thanksgiving 
by  two  years. 

Although  Thanksgiving  has  been  ob¬ 
served  annually  since  1863,  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  did  not  become  an  annual 
event  until  1952.  But  it  was  not  uniform¬ 
ly  observed  because  no  fixed  day  was 
set,  Mr.  Stewart  said. 


of  our  senior  citizens,  and  we  think  that’s 
tragic,”  he  said. 

“People  with  wealth  have  means  of  go¬ 
ing  into  other  facilities.  The  very  low-in¬ 
come  individuals  are  taken  care  of  by  the 
Housing  and  Urban  Development  program. 

“The  constituency  of  most  of  our 
churches  is  that  middle-income  group 
who  would  not  meet  the  test  that  is  being 
imposed  by  this  bill.” 

Enactment  of  the  pending  legislation 
would  eliminate  the  ability  of  a  number 
of  United  Methodist  facilities  to  use  tax- 
exempt  bonds,  Mr.  Tomlin  added. 

“Some  programs  would  be  shut  down; 
others  would  be  severely  crippled,”  he 
maintained. 

Robert  F.  Willner,  president  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries,  said  that  besides  Ala¬ 
bama,  states  with  facilities  that  might  be 
affected  by  the  tax  changes  include  Minne¬ 
sota,  Nebraska  and  North  Carolina. 

The  Senate  hasn’t  acted  on  the  bill  yet. 
The  Senate  version  doesn’t  now  contain 
the  two  income  requirements. 

A  House-Senate  conference  committee 
is  expected  to  work  out  a  compromise 
before  the  100th  Congress  adjourns  in 
early  autumn. 

Life’s 

By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPPINGTON 

MANILA,  Philippines— On  top  of 
Smokey  Mountain,  all  covered  with 
trash,  life  expectancy  averages  about  28 
years. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  recently 
established  a  small  mission  to  residents 
of  Smokey  Mountain.  Unlike  the 
“Smoky”  in  the  American  folk  song,  it’s 
not  a  romantic  retreat.  Rather  it  is  a  city 
dump,  one  of  Asia’s  worst  slums,  where 
some  20,000  squatters  pick  out  a  living 
from  the  trash. 

The  new  Smokey  Mountain  mission  is 
an  example  of  “barrio  ministry”  in  the 
church’s  Manila  Area,  headed  by  Bishop 
Emerito  Nacpil. 

Full-time  work  in  slums 

The  bishop  sends  pastors  into  slum  ar¬ 
eas  to  work  full  time  evangelizing  and  es¬ 
tablishing  congregations  under  a  mission 
outreach  program  that  depends  largely 
on  “mother  churches”— local  churches 
that  sponsor  the  new  congregations. 

Last  year  the  bishop  appointed  the 
Rev.  Jorge  P.  Liwag  to  begin  a  church  in 
Navotas,  a  thickly  populated  area  not  on 
top  of  but  just  north  of  Smokey  Moun¬ 
tain.  The  “mother  church”  in  this  case  is 
the  Tangos  United  Methodist  Church, 
also  in  Navotas. 

Funding  for  salaries  of  lay  volunteers- 
in-mission  and  for  pastors  sent  to  begin 
mission  congregations  and  funding  for 
church  buildings  may  come  from  one  or 
more  "mother  churches”  and  may  be 
supplemented  by  district  and  conference 
funds. 

Members  of  "mother  churches”  may 
also  provide  lay  leadership  for  the  new 
congregations. 

Through  the  “mother  church”  system 
and  the  ministry  of  pastors  like  Mr. 
Liwag,  the  total  number  of  churches— 
established  churches  including  "mother 
churches”  plus  the  new  congregations— 
in  the  West  Metro  Manila  District  has  in¬ 
creased  in  the  last  three  years  from  24  to 
48.  That  doesn’t  include  fellowships  or 
mission  stations  spreading  in  both  rural 
and  urban  barrios  through  the  work  of 
Philippine  volunteers. 

In  its  first  year  under  Mr.  Liwag,  Wes¬ 
ley  Navotas  United  Methodist  Church 
has  grown  to  100  baptized  members. 

Mr.  Liwag  said  he  began  his  barrio  min¬ 
istry  in  Navotas  by  showing  movies  and 
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preaching  in  an  open  area  of  the  crowded 
seaside  squatter  village,  almost  as  littered 
with  trash  as  Smokey  Mountain. 

Members’  lives  changed 

Most  members  of  the  new  congrega¬ 
tion  are  laborers  or  fishermen.  Many  are 
former  prostitutes,  drug  addicts,  gam¬ 
blers  or  prisoners  who  “changed  their 
lives,"  Mr.  Liwag  said. 

Two  members  of  the  “mother  church” 
moved  their  memberships  to  the  new 
congregation.  One  serves  as  chair  of  the 
administrative  board,  the  other  as  lay 
leader. 

Materials  for  a  church  building,  now 
under  construction,  were  provided  by  a 
member  the  “mother  church.” 

Meanwhile  the  congregation  is  worship¬ 
ing  in  the  side  yard  of  the  benefactor’s 
home  under  an  open-sided  tin-roofed  pa¬ 
vilion. 

Members  of  the  Wesley  congregation 
are  helping  construct  the  building  and  con¬ 
tributing  money  for  furnishings. 

“About  99  percent  of  the  members  faith¬ 
fully  and  sacrificially  pay  their  tithes,” 
Mr.  Liwag  said. 

Mr.  Liwag  said  services  in  the  little  con¬ 
gregation  combine  elements  from  both  the 
traditional  and  the  increasingly  popular 
charismatic  forms  of  worship. 

Mr.  Liwag  said,  “Of  all  the  work  I  have 
done,  I  think  pioneering  a  church  is  the 
best.  It  is  wonderful  to  see  the  fruit  of 
God’s  work.’’  But  he  said  he  found  starting 
a  church  “difficult,  exciting  and  inspiring.” 

Besides  evangelization  and  establish¬ 
ing  new  churches,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  United  Methodist-related  in¬ 
stitutions  in  the  Philippines  are  involved 
in  community  development. 

Harris  Memorial  College  for  Women 
and  its  students  are  involved  in  outreach 
and  community  development.  The  college 
sponsors  an  ecumenical  legal-aid  center 
for  women  (Advance  Special  No.  009092-2 
R-A)  and  trains  deaconesses  for  barrio 
ministry  (Advance  Special  No.  000519-4). 

Students  at  the  Mary  Johnston  School 
of  Nursing  learn  community  health 


while  performing  community  service  in 
the  Tonda  slum  area  as  part  of  the  cur¬ 
riculum.  They  also  participate  in  an 
alumni-sponsored  community  develop¬ 
ment  program  that  includes  a  supple¬ 
mental  feeding  program  for  children  and 
a  child  care  center  in  a  heavily  populat¬ 
ed  area  (Advance  No.  007840-6). 

Union  Theological  Seminary  trains 
seminarians  for  urban  and  rural  barrio 
ministry  and  community  development 


(Advance  Special  No.  009872-3). 

Students  from  both  Harris  College  and 
Union  Theological  Seminary  have  been 
involved,  too,  in  a  pilot  program  to  help 
people  plan  and  carry  out  their  own  de¬ 
velopment.  That’s  done  through  a  consul¬ 
tation  method  similar  to  that  used  in 
corporate  renewal  in  the  United  States. 

Ms.  Sappington  is  a  former  associate 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

THE  UNIVERSITY'S  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  Theology 
and  Religious  Studies  now  offers  structured  non- 
residential  programs  leading  to  the  award  of  cer¬ 
tificates,  bachelor's,  master's,  and  doctoral 
degrees.  Special  executive  DD  and  STD,  and 
church  music  programs  now  also  available.  To  ob¬ 
tain  the  school's  new  special  catalog,  call  or  write: 
Fairfax  University  (Theology  Programs),  2900  En¬ 
ergy  Centre.  New  Orleans,  LA  70163.  Tel:  (504)  585- 
7303.  1 

DIRECTOR  OF  MUSIC  AND  THE  ARTS,  First 
United  Methodist  Church.  Dallas,  Texas.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to.  Karen  Spencer,  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  1928  Ross  Avenue,  Dallas,  TX  75201. 

REDEVELOPING  CHURCH  LOOKING  FOR  per¬ 
sons)  with  skills  in  program  coordination/develop¬ 
ment,  youth  ministries  and  Christian  education. 
Send  resume  to:  St.  Paul  United  Methodist  Church, 
107  E.  Routt,  Pueblo,  CO  81004 

AMERICAN^  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC.  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPS  AND  CONFERENCES. 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference  Executive  re¬ 
sponsible  for  ministries  at  three  sites-1,100  acres 
and  30,000  year-round  camper  days.  Contact  Dr. 
Robert  Daugherty.  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box  820, 
Valley  Forge,  PA  19482  before  October  19. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION /Youth 
Ministries  for  900-member  congregation  in  beauti¬ 
ful  northwest  Florida  community  near  coast.  Direc¬ 
tor  will  supervise  educational  program  with  special 
emphasis  on  youth  ministries.  Person  should  pos- 

WESLEY  FOUNDATION  OF  AUSTIN  accepting 
lay  and  clergy  applications  for  full-time  director 
Salary  negotiable.  Send  resumes  with  references 
oefore  October  7  to:  Wesley  Foundation  Search 
Committee,  3755  Capital  of  Texas  Hwy.  South 
#150,  Austin,  TX  78704. 

pie,  have  strong  spiritual  attributes  and  enthusiasm 
with  vision.  Salary  beginning  $20,000,  determined 
by  training  and  experience.  MCE  and  certification 
by  UMC  preferred.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
The  Rev.  Edwin  R  Sells.  P.O.  Box  1503,  Marianna, 
FL  32446.  Telephone:  (904)  482-4502. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR:  2500-member 

church  needs  dynamic,  experienced  youth  director 
Splendid  ongoing  program  in  place.  Send  resume  to: 
First  UMC,  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  75606 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  NEEDED  for  grow¬ 
ing  United  Methodist  church  of  2400  +  members. 
New  position  requiring  Christian  commitment,  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  business  experience  and  excel¬ 
lent  people  skills.  Responsible  for  financial, 
facilities  and  office  management,  as  well  as  per¬ 
sonnel  management.  Salary  and  benefits  negotia¬ 
ble  based  on  qualifications.  Submit  resume  and 
references  before  October  5,  1988  to:  Dale  Sells, 
Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist,  13102  Lake 
Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  PROGRAMS/ Educa¬ 
tion.  Some  administrative  duties  possible.  Full¬ 
time  position.  Send  resume  to:  Southwest  UMC,  Dr. 
Jerry  Pennington,  9603  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX 
77063. 

ORGANIST  WANTED  FOR  2000-  MEMBER 
church  in  Fort  Worth.  Contact:  Sonny  Walden, 
Westcliff  United  Methodist  Church,  4833  Selkirk 
Dr.,  Fort  Worth.  TX  76109  (817)  921-5224  . 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view.  Com- 
pletely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week,  $450  four 
weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton  Calhoun, 
Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786.  (704)  627- 
6067,  627-9507 

SEE  ENGLAND  AT  THE  LOWEST  POSSIBLE 
cost.  Visit  the  land  of  our  heritage,  enjoy  fellow¬ 
ship  with  English  and  American  Methodists  while 
staying  at  Methodist  Holiday  Hotels.  18  days,  in- 
eluding  air  fare  and  most  meals,  from  $1,250.  Con¬ 
tact  Glen  Mar  Travel  Fellowship,  8430  Glen  Mar 
Road.  Ellicott  City,  MD  21043  or  call  (301)  465- 
4995 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11.00  a  m.  (504  )  488-0856. 

ECONOMIC  HOME  COOKIN'-  AN  ACTION  euide 
for  congregations  on  community  economic  devel¬ 
opment.  Case  studies,  theological  reflections,  self- 
assessment  tools,  planning  process,  glossary 
Community  Workshop  on  Economic  Development, 
100  South  Morgan,  Chicago.  IL  60607.  $19.95  pre¬ 
paid. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL.  16  days, 
six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1,  1989.  For  bro¬ 
chure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

PROFESSOR  OF  METHODIST  STUDIES  and  Di¬ 
rector  of  Field  Education.  Applicants  should  have 
advanced  degree  beyond  M.  Div.,  competence  in 

SERMONS  WANTED!  NEW  YORK-BASED  pub¬ 
lishing  company  will  publish  your  sermons  free  if 
you  can  sell  130  copies  of  your  books!  Welstar  Pub¬ 
lications  (212)928-7528. 

the  United  Methodist  Church.  Send  dossiers  to: 
Dean,  Memphis  Theological  Seminary,  168  East 
Parkway,  So.,  Memphis,  TN  38104  by  December  1, 
1988 

EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

_ 214/630-6495 _ 


the  church  today 


God  Alone  is 
Alpha  and  Omega 


My  columns  for  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  usually  are  due  two  weeks 
before  publication  date.  But,  I  write  these  words  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Septem¬ 
ber  11,  before  leaving  for  Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina. 

You  may  not  read  these  words.  For  1  saw  a  full  page  advertisement  in 
yesterday’s  newspaper  which  predicted  the  second  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  on 
Monday,  September  12,  1988.  The  ad  listed  a  number  of  irrefutable  signs  and 
said  that,  beyond  any  doubt,  the  physical  return  of  Christ  will  be  September  12. 
If,  in  fact,  that  does  occur,  it  will  probably  make  these  words  —  and  indeed  this 
newspaper  —  rather  insignificant  and  obsolete. 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  going  on  with  these  thoughts  just  in  case  our 
predictors  are  incorrect.  And  the  truth  id  that  history  until  now  has  been 
on  my  side.  For  throughout  the  church’sjxislejlQe.  many  dates  for  the  second 
coming  have  been  set  and  proven  wrong. 

This  is  a  good  time  —  in  case  these  words  are  read  and  life  is  "business  as 
usual"  —  to  remind  us  of  several  important  points: 

1.  God  alone  is  the  Creator  of  the  universe.  Our  world  had  a  beginning  and 
will  have  an  end.  God  is  Alpha  and  Omega. 

2.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  history.  We  believe,  as  followers  of  Jesus,  that 
he  came  to  usher  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  its  fullness.  And  as  resurrected 
Lord,  he  is  the  one  who  will  be  the  consummation  of  all  history. 

3.  We  are  responsible  for  how  we  live  our  lives  and  not  for  determining 
God’s  timetable.  False  prophets  arise  who  claim  to  unlock  the  hidden 
secrets  of  the  Bible  and  the  mind  of  God.  But  Jesus  makes  clear  that  only 
God  knows  the  mind  of  God. 

4  We  are  called  to  be  stewards  of  the  present  knowing  that  our  stewardship 
of  today  greatly  affects  God’s  creation  and  the  world’s  tomorrows.  We 
cannot  spew  our  garbage  into  space,  rivers,  and  oceans  without  affecting 
our  children  —  ad  infinitum  —  until  the  end  of  history,  as  we  know  it. 

As  the  old  hymn  proclaims  “My  Times  are  in  Thy  Hands."  The  question  isn  t 
"What  year  and  day  will  Jesus  return?”  The  question  is,  “Am  I  living  my  life  as 
an  affirmation  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  of  history?”  If  so,  we  need  not 
concern  ourselves  with  mixing  astrology  and  bibliolatry. 

In  case  we  are  all  still  around  on  October  2,  I  urge  you  to  share  in  World 
Communion  Sunday  worship.  I  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  affirm  that  Jesus 
Christ  lives  and  is  Lord  of  our  history. 
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World  Communion  Sunday 
October  2,  1988 


G  CROWD  —  A  large  group  of  laity  and  clergy  gathered  at  Broadmoor  umc, 
n  Rouge  for  one  of  the  Baton  Rouge  districts’  Welcoming  Celebrations  to  meet 
)dens. 


GREETING  GUESTS  -  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Oden  had  the  opportunity  to  meet  a 
large  number  of  clergy  and  laity  at  the 
Welcoming  Celebrations  in  Baton 
Rouge. 


OPPORTUNITY  TO  CHAT  -  These 
three  men  enjoyed  a  few  moments  ex¬ 
changing  ideas.  Pictured  above  are, 
from  1.  to  r.,  Bob  Sides,  Baton  Rouge/ 
Lafayette  district  lay  leader,  Bishop  Bill 
Oden  and  Weldon  Averette,  Baton 
Rouge/Hammond  district  lay  leader. 


ENJOYING  THE  MEAL  -  This  group  appears  to  be  having  a  good  time  during 
the  Welcoming  Celebration  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Oden. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


On  September  18,  Douglas  United 
Methodist  Church  held  a  dedication  ser¬ 
vice,  consecrating  their  new  stained 
glass  windows  and  choir  robes,  which 
were  purchased  in  June.  Dr.  Henry 
Blount,  Ruston  District  Superintendent, 
and  Rev.  Jennie  Jones  officiated  in  this 
special  service. 

Dr.  Wallace  Davis  Chappell  preached 
at  a  revival  service  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  the  Covenant  in  La¬ 
fayette  from  Sept.  18-21.  Chappell  is  an 
evangelist  from  Nashville,  Tenn.  and  is 
well  known  throughout  Methodism  as  the 
author  of  several  books.  There  was  a 
"brown  bag”  devotional  time  Monday 
through  Wednesday  at  noon.  Rev.  Brady 
Forman  is  the  pastor  at  Church  of  the 
Covenant. 

Flood  victims  in  Bangladesh  will  re¬ 


ceive  $50,000  in  relief  services  and  sup¬ 
plies  through  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief.  “Part  of  that  will 
be  used  to  provide  water  purification 
tablets,  which  are  desperately  needed" 
because  wells  have  become  polluted.  Un¬ 
sanitary  drinking  water  is  reported  to 
have  caused  an  outbreak  of  diarrhea  and 
other  medical  problems.  The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  contrib¬ 
utes  to  several  projects  in  Bangladesh, 
including  a  woman  and  infant  health  pro¬ 
gram  in  Khulna,  and  land,  irrigation  and 
women’s  job  training  projects  through 
the  Christian  Commission  for  Develop¬ 
ment  there. 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  announces  the  opening  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Neurosurgery  Center,  under  the 
medical  direction  of  Raeburn  C.  Llewel¬ 


lyn,  M.D.  The  Center,  open  from  9  a.m. 
to  5  p.m.  weekdays,  is  located  in  the 
Medical  Center  of  East  New  Orleans, 
5640  Read  Blvd.,  Suite  840,  New  Orleans, 
LA.  70127. 


The  University  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  held  their  41st 
Birthday  Celebration  Carnival,  CAJUN 
SPICE,  Saturday,  Sept.  24  on  the  church 
grounds.  Special  entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Buccaneer  Barbershop 
Chorus,  the  Sweet  Adaline  Singers,  San¬ 
dra  Belaire  and  “Emmanline,”  Zydaco 
musicians,  the  “Cayenne”  Chancel  Choir, 
“From  the  Heart”  Puppet  Show,  and  a 
special  appearance  by  Gumbo  Gator. 
Craft  and  food  booths,  as  well  as  rides 
for  the  children  were  just  part  of  the  fun. 
Rev.  Bill  Fraser,  Associate  Minister  to 
First  UMC  in  Bossier  City,  and  past  min- 
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ister  to  University  Church  was  the  guest 
speaker  for  both  worship  services  on 
Sept.  25,  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  The 
proceeds  from  the  carnival  were  to  bene¬ 
fit  Rev.  David  and  Dr.  Mary  Sue  Lowry, 
missionaries  to  Temuco.  Chile.  Rev.  Lael 
Jones  is  the  pastor  at  University. 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  welcomes  Anita  Martin  to 
their  staff.  She  will  be  serving  as  church 
secretary.  Anita  comes  to  St.  Luke’s  af¬ 
ter  working  for  20  years  as  a  school  sec¬ 
retary  in  the  Jefferson  parish  school 
system. 

*  *  * 

At  McGuire  UMC  in  West  Monroe,  re¬ 
cently,  30  members  of  the  Council  on 
Ministries  gathered  for  four  hours  to  set 
goals  and  objectives  for  ministry  in  1989. 
The  pastor  at  McGuire  is  Rev.  Michael 
McLaurin. 


GATHERED  TOGETHER  —  A  large  group  gathered  to  welcome  the  Odens  to  the 
Louisiana  Conference  at  the  districts’  celebration  in  Baton  Rouge. 


October  Conference  Calendar 

1  Istrouma  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

1  Caney  Board  of  Directors  Meeting,  10:00  a.m. 

2  World  Communion  Sunday 

3-6  Mountain  Top  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR 

4  Methodist  Children’s  Home  Board  Meeting 

4  Ruston  District  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

5  Monroe  District  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

5-6  Jurisdictional  Council  Directors  Meeting,  Little  Rock, 

Arkansas 

6  Clergy  Women’s  Day  Apart:  Northern  part  of  state  — 
Colfax  UMC,  Southern  part  of  state 

Southern  University,  Baton  Rouge 
7-9  Singles  Weekend,  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas 
8  Fall  Youth  Convocation,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 

Rouge,  10:00  a.m. -4:00  p.m. 

9- 11  Lake  Charles  District  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

10  Workshop  for  Clergy  &  Church  Professionals,  Methodist 
Children’s  Home 

10- 13  The  Best  Is  Yet  To  Be  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah, 

Fayetteville,  AR 

15  UMW  District  Elected  Leadership  Training 

16  Access  Sunday 

17- 24  Autumn  Time  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 

ville,  AR 

18- 20  Retired  Minister’s  Retreat,  Tall  Timbers,  4:00  p.m.  on 

18th  until  1:00  p.m.  on  20th 

23- 24  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Orleans-Slidell 

Districts  Gathering  with  Bishop  Oden 

24- 25  Joint  Communications  Committee,  Atlanta,  GA 

24-27  Leaves  of  Gold  (Retiree  Event),  Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayette¬ 
ville,  AR 

24-29  National  Christian  Education  Conference,  Clarion  Ho¬ 
tel,  New  Orleans 

28  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

31 -Nov.  2  College  of  Bishops  —  CCOM  Directors  —  JCOM  Meet¬ 
ing,  Little  Rock 


EXCITING  MESSAGE  —  Bishop  Bill  Oden  is  pictured  sharing  his  views  for  the 
future  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  with  clergy  and  laity  at  the  Baton  Rouge/Ham¬ 
mond,  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Welcoming  Celebration. 


Laity  Sunday  to  be  observed  Oct.  9 


Laity  Sunday  will  be  observed  this 
year  on  October  9  and  the  theme  “Living 
As  Disciples  in  Our  World,”  is  being  used 
on  this  special  day  of  worship. 

Laity  Sunday  is  one  day  on  the  church 
calendar  during  which  United  Methodists 
affirm  the  ministry  of  everyone  —  chil¬ 
dren,  youth  and  adults.  This  day  is  set 
aside  to  celebrate  the  ministry  and  ser- 
vanthood  of  the  laity.  Laypersons  in  a 
number  of  churches  across  the  Louisiana 
Conference  will  plan  and  present  the 
worship  service  for  this  day,  while  the 
clergy  sit  in  the  congregation  to  listen 
and  support  the  witnessing  of  these  unor¬ 
dained  vnlunt*»°rc 


With  the  theme,  “Living  As  Disciples 
in  Our  World,”  we  are  called  to  share  in 
the  struggles  of  all  God’s  children.  For 
some,  this  sharing  challenges  us  to  come 
before  God  and  one  another  with  empty 
hands. 

The  possibility  of  empty  hands  pre¬ 
sents  both  problems  and  challenges.  Dis- 
cipleship  compels  us  to  testify  to  Christ’s 
liberating  and  redeeming  power  in  every 
sphere  of  life.  Many  discerning  Chris¬ 
tians  continue  to  be  plagued  by  questions 
of  how  to  deal  with  violations  of  human 
rights  by  governments  that  receive  assis¬ 
tance  from  our  own  government.  The 


problems  seem  to  be  many  and  the  solu¬ 
tions  few.  We  are  clear  that  the  church 
must  attempt  to  be  part  of  the  solution 
and  not  part  of  the  problem. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  Lay  Leader, 
Paul  White,  urges  the  clergy  to  help  set 
priorities  and  goals  for  our  lay  member¬ 
ship. 

"Just  as  the  clergy  cannot  do  the  work 
they  are  called  to  do  without  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  lay  people,  so  we 
lay  people  cannot  fully  perform  our  part 
without  the  blessing  of  the  clergy,” 
White  said. 

One  of  White’s  suggestions  for  improv¬ 
ing  the  participation  and  quality  of  lay 


leadership  is  in  the  selection  of  capable 
charge  lay  leaders.  He  suggests  that 
charge  lay  leaders  need  to  be  the  most 
committed  active  lay  people  within  the 
churches. 

Laity  Sunday  is  a  special  day  for  re¬ 
membering  how  important  the  laity  is  in 
every  United  Methodist  Church.  Living 
as  disciples  in  God’s  world  calls  us  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  God’s  mission  more  as  a  relation¬ 
ship  than  geography.  We  are  called  to  be 
with  people  where  they  are.  We  affirm 
the  holistic  nature  of  God’s  mission.  We 
are  grateful  that  each  of  us  has  some¬ 
thing  to  give  to  God’s  mission. 


World  Food  Day  set  for  Oct.  16 


The  United  Methodist  Church  joins 
more  than  385  national  organizations  in 
asking  local  congregations  to  study  and 
reflect  on  the  problem  of  hunger  and 
work  for  a  solution. 

World  Food  Day  falls  on  Sunday,  Oct. 
16,  which  is  during  Peace  with  Justice 
week  (Oct.  14-24).  The  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Church  and  Society  urges 
local  United  Methodist  churches  to  com¬ 
memorate  World  Food  Day  with  a  wor¬ 
ship  service  based  on  Matthew  25:31-46. 

Other  suggestions  from  the  General 
and  Conference  Boards  of  Church  and 
Society  include:  1.  form  a  coalition  of  lo¬ 
cal  groups  to  sponsor  a  local  world  hun¬ 
ger  event;  2.  study  hunger  in  the  local 
community;  3.  study  the  effects  of  this 
year’s  drought  on  farmers  and  support 
the  Farm  Crisis  Coalition  of  La.  Inter¬ 
church  Conference;  4.  encourage  church 
members  to  join  Bread  for  the  World 
($15  per  year),  a  group  which  advises 
members  about  hunger  legislation  and 
urges  members  to  call  or  write  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  Senators  about  such  legis¬ 
lation. 

Facts  about  World  Hunger  ...  In  the 
United  States,  both  the  number  and  the 
percentage  of  hungry  people  have  in¬ 
creased  in  this  decade.  Twenty  million 
U.S.  citizens  lack  enough  food  to  eat  for 


at  least  two  days  of  each  month,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  group  of  Harvard  physicians. 

Between  1970  and  1980,  world  hunger 
grew  by  15  million  people  —  an  average 
of  1.5  million  each  year.  In  the  period  of 
1980-85,  there  were  almost  40  million 
more  hungry  people,  close  to  8  million  a 
year. 

Almost  60  percent  of  the  hungry  live  in 
Asia,  25  percent  in  Africa,  10  percent  in 
Latin  America  and  five  percent  in  the 
near  East.  Each  year  40  million  people 
die  from  hunger  related  diseases;  almost 
half  are  children. 

According  to  UNICEF,  it  would  take 
$5  per  child  to  save  many  of  the  15  mil¬ 
lion  babies  that  die  of  malnutrition.  Ef¬ 
fective  programs  include  immunization, 
breast  feeding,  rehydration  therapy  and 
improved  general  childcare. 

Arthur  Simon,  Director  of  Bread  for 
the  World,  states:  “Hunger  could  end  by 
2000  in  the  sense  that  humankind  has  the 
knowledge  and  resources  to  end  it.  But  to 
believe  that  the  difficult  choices  and 
changes  to  bring  that  about  will  be  made 
so  rapidly  is  unrealistic.  We  can,  howev¬ 
er,  make  progress.” 

Let  us  throughout  our  state  and  uni¬ 
verse  use  World  Food  Day  as  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  educate,  reflect  and  act  to  end 
world  hunger. 


Bishop  Oden  itinerates  the  Conference 


In  order  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Oden  to  meet  as  many  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  clergy  and  laity  as  possible,  it  was  decided  that  they  would  visit  in  each  of  the 
districts  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  scenes  in  this  issue  of  the  newspaper  were  taken  at  the  first  of  these  gather¬ 
ings,  which  include  the  Baton  Rouge/Hammond  and  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  dis¬ 
tricts. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  Odens  have  been  in  the  Alexandria  and  Shreveport  districts 
and  will  be  visiting  the  remaining  districts  during  the  month  of  October.  Clergy  and 
laity  alike  are  urged  to  be  in  attendance  at  these  “Welcoming  Celebrations”  to  meet 
the  Odens  and  welcome  them  to  Louisiana. 
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Board  should  admit  that  ‘someone  goofed’ 


What  would  you  call  it  if: 

•  Your  local  church  spent  more  money 
than  it  took  in  for  five  years  in  a  row? 

•  Staff  and  elected  leaders  did  not  se¬ 
riously  question  such  overspending? 

•  Those  responsible  for  monitoring 
church  finances  couldn’t,  or  wouldn’t, 
clearly  explain  why  such  overspending 
continually  occurred? 

If  you  would  label  these  evidences  of 
“financial  mismanagement,”  we  believe 
you’d  be  right. 

You’d  also  be  right  to  recognize  a  sim¬ 
ilar  pattern  of  fiscal  conduct  recently 
disclosed  about  United  Methodism’s  na¬ 
tional  missions  agency  (see  UMR,  Aug. 
26,  Sept.  9  and  Sept.  23). 

The  finance  committee  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries'  National  Divi¬ 
sion  revealed  in  mid-August  that,  since 
1983,  the  division  has  been  running  a  sub¬ 
stantial  deficit— perhaps  as  much  as  $2 
million  per  year.  This  revelation  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  indications  that  11  staff  posi¬ 
tions  and  numerous  unspecified  programs 
were  being  cut  to  deal  with  the  deficit. 

Amazingly,  elected  directors  of  the 
agency  never  vigorously  challenged  such 
ongoing  deficit  spending.  They  were 
warned  in  writing  about  the  deficits  begin¬ 
ning  in  the  spring  of  1985  and  continuing 
each  subsequent  year.  However,  they  ap¬ 
parently  were  led  to  believe  the  deficits 
posed  no  serious  problem. 

To  date  no  one  has  offered  a  satisfactory 
explanation  as  to  why  such  continual  over¬ 
spending,  some  of  which  was  covered  by 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


the  division’s  reserve  funds,  was  permitted. 

Incredibly,  a  member  of  the  mission 
board’s  finance  committee  during  the  years 
in  question  even  went  so  far  as  to  state  that 
“the  money  wasn’t  mismanaged.” 

We  can  think  of  no  more  suitable 
word,  however,  than  “mismanagement” 
to  describe  a  pattern  of  regularly  spend¬ 
ing  more  money  than  one  has. 

Denials  that  staff  and  directors  failed 
to  give  responsible  oversight  to  church 
funds  can  only  fuel  doubts  across  the 
church  about  the  competence  and  integ¬ 
rity  of  the  mission  board’s  leadership. 

It  would  be  far  better  for  the  mission 
board’s  staff  and  directors  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  what  is  readily  apparent  to  anyone 
who  has  tried  to  balance  a  checkbook: 
somebody  goofed. 

The  information  provided  to  date  de¬ 
fines  the  National  Division  financial 
problems  only  in  generalities.  Neither 
the  causes  of  the  deficits  nor  the  reme¬ 
dies  for  them  have  been  set  forth  in  a 
way  that  is  clear,  specific  and  under¬ 
standable.  Until  that  is  done,  many  will 
suspect  that  the  problem  has  been  nei¬ 
ther  properly  defined  nor  solved. 

A  much  healthier  course  than  that  fol¬ 
lowed  to  date  would  be  to  admit  the  past 
failures  openly  and  provide  answers  to 
some  obvious  questions,  such  as: 

•  What  is  the  total  amount  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division’s  deficit  over  the  past 
five  years? 

•  Where  did  the  money  go?  What 
were  the  specific  causes  of  the  deficits? 


•Were  the  board’s  elected  directors 
kept  properly  informed  about  the  grow¬ 
ing  deficit  and  the  resulting  fiscal  crisis 
it  could  produce?  If  not,  why  not? 

•If  yes,  why  didn’t  the  board’s  elect¬ 
ed  directors  ask  harder  questions  about 
the  division’s  financial  reports? 

•  What  is  being  done  to  ensure  that  a 
similar  situation  does  not  recur? 

As  Christians,  we  often  are  tempted, 
out  of  a  well-meaning  desire  to  be  gener¬ 
ous  and  compassionate,  to  avoid  posing 
such  hard-headed  questions.  Initial  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  such  good  intentions, 
and  not  dishonesty  or  other  knowing  mis¬ 
conduct,  are  what  landed  the  National 
Division  in  its  present  fix. 

But  Christian  compassion  and  fiscal  in¬ 
tegrity  should  not  be  seen  as  contradic¬ 
tory.  Rather,  when  viewed  properly,  they 
complement  each  other  as  equally  valid 
aspects  of  our  Christian  calling. 

It  is  neither  compassionate  nor  re¬ 
sponsible  for  individual  Christians  or 
church  agencies  to  spend  beyond  their 
means.  To  do  so  is  to  steal  from  the  fu¬ 
ture  by  reducing  our  long-term  capacity 
to  reach  out  in  ministry  to  others. 

Leaders  of  the  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  need  without  delay  to  provide  infor¬ 
mation  that  will  define  the  National 
Division’s  financial  problems. 

Then  the  National  Division  directors 
need  to  take  steps  at  the  mission  board’s 
October  meeting  that  will  assure  them¬ 
selves  and  the  rest  of  the  church  that  the 
division’s  financial  house  is  in  order. 


Here  I  Stand 
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Are  our  church  leaders  really 
listening  to  local  concerns ? 


By  HAROLD  W.  BRUEN 

One  has  to  wonder  if  the  connectional 
bodies  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
have  any  real  understanding  of  or  any 
real  concern  for  local  congregations. 

Have  any  of  our  connectional  leaders 
been  really  listening  during  the  last  two 
decades?  Are  they  listening  even  now? 

Consider  some  recent  trends  among 
United  Methodists.  During  the  highly  infla¬ 
tionary  period  of  the  1970s  and  early  1980s, 
local  churches  found  themselves  forced  to 
reduce  staffs,  cut  program  moneys  and  let 
buildings  decline  to  pay  for  utilities,  insur¬ 
ance  and  other  escalating  costs. 

Those  deteriorating  buildings  and  re¬ 
ductions  in  program  dollars  (including 
dollars  for  local  mission)  have  caught  up 
with  us. 

We  have  heard  it  said  many  times  that 
local  congregations  spend  more  on  them¬ 
selves  than  they  do  on  connectional  min¬ 
istry.  Yet,  the  rate  at  which  connectional 
support  has  been  rising  has  been  nearly 
twice  that  of  the  local  church. 

In  a  report  to  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  reported  that  be¬ 
tween  1974  and  1982  the  amount  local 
churches  spent  for  their  own  needs  in¬ 
creased  by  92.6  percent.  When  you  add 
the  amount  contributed  through  United 
Methodist  Women’s  organizations,  the  in- 


Racism  charge:  Right  battle,  wrong  front 


To  the  Editor: 

There  is  racism  in  the  church. 

But  for  Grayson  Atha’s  Sept.  9  article 
headlined,  “Let’s  lament  racism’s  vic¬ 
tory”  to  announce,  in  his  otherwise 
gracefully  written  essay,  that  the  failure 
of  the  North  Central  Jurisdictional  Con¬ 
ference  to  elect  a  black  male  occurred 
because  “We  looked  back.  ...  We  were 
overcome.  The  enemy  triumphed”  is  un¬ 
fortunate  and  unfair. 

It  is  unfair  to  newly  elected  Bishop 
Bill  Lewis,  to  the  Southern  Illinois  con¬ 
ference,  to  other  episcopal  candidates 
within  the  jurisdiction,  to  458  honorable 
jurisdictional  delegates  and  to  the  North 
Central  College  of  Bishops,  who  at  every 
point  led  us  with  consummate  wisdom 
and  prayerful  caring. 

Are  we  to  believe  that  these  fine  peo¬ 
ple  are  the  personification  of  “the  ene¬ 
my”  or  have  been  duped  by  the  enemy?  I 
think  not. 

My  good  West  Ohio  friend  ..(jlrayson 
Atha  is  a  wise  and  delightful  person.  But 
ip  this  instance  he  is  fighting  the  right 
War  along  the  wrong  front.  And  seldom 
does  that  bring  the  victory  we  seek. 

Gene  Frazer 
Columbus,  Ohio 

‘Hell’  should  be  in  creed 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  long  wondered  why  the  powers 
that  be  of  our  dear  United  Methodist 
Church  decided  to  take  the  portion  “He 
descended  into  hell”  out  of  our  Apostle’s 
Creed?  That’s  in  the  Bible  in  Matthew 
12:40. 

Here  we  clearly  see  Jesus  did  descend 
into  hell  and  led  those  Old  Testament 
saints  up  with  him,  and  when  he  ascend¬ 
ed  into  heaven,  he  took  them  with  him. 

Why  did  the  authorities  of  our  dear 
church  feel  they  had  the  right  to  do  such 
a  thing,  to  strike  this  portion  out  of  our 
creed? 

Oh,  how  I  long  to  see  this  portion  rein¬ 
stated  in  the  Apostles'  Creed.  I  hope  that 
the  powers  of  our  church  will  do  that. 
Isn’t  there  someone  else  who  feels  they 
should? 


INFOS  WATIOM 
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Maybe  others  feel  the  same  way  about 
this  matter. 

Norman  A.  Hendrickson 
Vero  Beach,  Florida 

Let’s  promote  building 

To  the  Editor:  « 

A  short  time  ago  1  was  in  Washington 
near  our  nation’s  capitol.  I,  observed  a 
beautiful  building  with  the  inscription 
across  the  top,  “The  Methodist  Building.” 

This  building  is  at  100  Maryland  Ave¬ 
nue,  very  close  to  the  Capitol  and  across 
the  street  from  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
Building.  The  Methodist  Building  is  a 
truly  magnificent  building  in  keeping 
with  the  architecture  of  other  impressive 
buildings  in  that  area  of  Washington. 

Being  a  United  Methodist  of  long 
standing,  my  interests  were  aroused.  I 
entered  and  inquired  if  I  could  be  shown 
to  the  person  in  charge. 

I  was  sent  to  the  office  of  the  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society.  Dr.  W.  Astor 
Kirk  was  the  acting  executive.  He  was 
cordial  and  hospitable  and  took  the  time  to 
take  me  around  to  a  number  of  offices  and 
introduce  me  to  a  number  of  people. 

As  I  walked  through  the  building,  an 
idea  occurred  to  me  that  the  church 
should  publicize  the  existence  of  this 
building.  It  would  be  a  significant  way 
for  the  United  Methodist  Church  to  have 
a  presence  in  our  nations’  capitol. 

I  don’t  believe  that  members  of  the 
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United  Methodist  Church  are  generally 
aware  of  its  existence.  I  think  it  would  be 
worthwhile  for  the  members  to  have  a 
firsthand  look  at  what  our  church  is  ac¬ 
complishing  in  a  location  so  close  to  the 
seat  of  our  nations’  civil  authority.  It 
would  be  revealing  to  a  vast  number  of 
our  church's  members. 

Let  me  additionally  suggest  that  we 
not  lose  sight  of  the  true  calling  of  the- 
church,  which  is  to  seek  and  to  save  the 
lost  and  to  publish  the  Good  News. 

I  would  be  pleased  to  work  with  any 
group  to  make  suggestions  about  how 
programs  could  be  generally  made 
known  to  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  all  across  the  United  States  by  in¬ 
viting  groups  to  come  into  the  building 
and  view  the  programs  of  the  church. 
Claude  Swafford 
South  Pittsburg,  Tennessee 

Don’t  change  Mr.  Wildmon 

To  the  Editor: 

Hey,  we  all  know  it’s  fun  to  sit  in  the 
Godseat  every  once  in  awhile.  But 
Edward  Jervey’s  Sept.  9  letter— head¬ 
lined,  “Where  are  our  priorities?”— sure 
doesn’t  establish  any  binding  claim  to 
the  right  to  sit  there. 

Mr.  Jervey  berates  the  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon  for  not  turning  his  efforts  from 
the  defeat  of  pornography  to  stopping 
drunken  driving  and  the  pollution  of  our 
beaches. 

That’s  like  berating  an  acquired-im- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


We  need  to  pray  for  a  little  ‘ tjogtjog ’ 


Retired  Bishop  Leontine  T.C.  Kelly 
said  something  about  books  during  the 
recent  Deaconess  Centennial  Convoca¬ 
tion  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  that  has  been 
burrowing  into  my  mind. 

“I’m  working  with  these  books,  and 
they’re  working  with  me,”  Bishop  Kelly 
said  of  her  current  reading. 

I  have  never  quite  considered  my  fa¬ 
vorite  pastime  in  that  manner.  I  began  to 
realize  the  truth  of  Bishop  Kelly’s  words, 
however,  when  I  started  the  book  that’s 
now  “working"  on  me. 

Howard  Rheingold’s  “They  Have  a 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — book , 
chapter ,  verse — of  the  following: 

“Let  your  thoughts  be  on  heavenly 
things,  not  on  the  things  that  are  of 
the  earth.”  (Jerusalem  Bible) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Ephesians  4:26-27) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  2 
Monday:  Psalms  128 
Tuesday:  Genesis  2:1-17 
Wednesday:  Genesis  2:18-24 
Thursday:  Hebrews  1:1-4 
Friday:  Hebrews  2:9-11 
Saturday:  Mark  10:2-9 
Sunday:  Mark  10:10-16 


Word  for  It”  (Jeremy  P.  Tarcher  Inc., 
1988)  is  billed  as  a  “lighthearted  lexicon 
of  untranslatable  words  and  phrases.” 

Some  of  them,  like  mbuki-mvuki, 
switch  on  light  bulbs 
in  one’s  head.  That  is 
a  Bantu  word  mean¬ 
ing  “to  shuck  off 
one’s  clothes  in  order 
to  dance.”  Some  lin¬ 
guists  believe  it  is 
the  root  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  slang  phrase,  _ 

“ boogie- woo-gie.”  Cynthia  Astle 

Similar  humorous  insights  fill  “They 
Have  a  Word  for  It.”  The  author’s  intro¬ 
duction  warns,  however,  that  the  book  can 
have  serious  side-effects  at  a  deeper  level. 

“It  has  to  do,”  he  writes,  "with  the  in¬ 
sidious  way  words  mold  thoughts.” 

Mr.  Rheingold  goes  on  to  share  a  the¬ 
ory  linguists  know  as  “the  Whorfian  hy¬ 
pothesis."  Plainly  put,  linguist  Benjamin 
Whorf  theorizes  that  language  actually 
molds  the  way  people  think  and  per¬ 
ceive. 

The  Whorfian  hypothesis  has  hit  me 
like  an  occurencia,  (a  Spanish  word 
meaning  a  sudden,  bright  idea). 

I've  realized  that  if  we  are  to  be  truly 
the  inclusive  church  we  strive  to  be,  lan¬ 
guages  other  than  English  must  be  al¬ 
lowed  regularly  to  influence  our 
vocabulary. 

For  instance,  one  of  Mr.  Rheingold’s 
entries  is  a  Hawaiian  word,  ho'opono- 
pono  (pronounced  HO-oh-poh-no-poh-no). 
It’s  a  combination  social  gathering  and 
religious  event.  Opposing  parties,  after 
invoking  a  holy  presence,  covenant  with 
one  another  to  talk  through  their  differ¬ 
ences  until  all  is  resolved. 


Imagine  what  our  church’s  meetings 
would  be  like  if  everyone  present  coven¬ 
anted  prayerfully  to  stick  it  out  until  all 
differences  were  resolved! 

We  could  witness  to  the  beauty  of  cre¬ 
ation  against  the  greed  of  materialism  if 
we  would  talk  about  hozh'q,  (pronounced 
HOE-shk).  This  Navajo  word  means  the 
beauty  of  life  that  is  not  just  in  a  cre¬ 
ation  but  in  the  act  of  creating  itself. 

Next  time  someone  boasts  about  her 
$25,000  sports  car,  you  could  talk  about 
the  songs,  prayers  or  paintings  you’ve 
made.  That’s  hozh'q. 

Perhaps  what  we  need  in  our  collec¬ 
tive  efforts  to  share  our  faith  is  a  unique 
Javanese  concept,  tjogtjog  (pronounced 
CHOT-chog). 

This  harmonious  state  is  achieved,  writes 
Mr.  Rheingold,  “when  cooperative  efforts 
mesh  to  an  almost  supernatural  degree 
through  a  combination  of  practice,  skill, 
confidence,  mutual  regard  and  timing.” 

He  compares  it  to  a  sports  team  in 
which  a  passer  throws  a  ball  to  a  receiv¬ 
er  without  having  to  look,  confident  his 
or  her  teammate  will  be  there. 

A  similar  harmonious  relationship 
among  Christians  would  be  a  terrific  for¬ 
mula  for  spreading  the  Good  News  all 
over  the  world. 

These  and  many  other  words  from  this 
book  are  “working  on  me.”  They  are 
helping  me  experience,  albeit  minimally, 
what  it  must  be  like  to  perceive  God’s 
world  as  a  Hispanic,  a  Bantu,  a  Hawai¬ 
ian,  a  Navajo  or  a  Javanese  might. 

With  each  word  I  become,  in  some 
mystic  fashion,  less  the  insular  person  I 
am  and  more  the  universal  child  of  God  I 
am  called  to  be. 

-CYNTHIA  ASTLE 


crease  in  connectional  giving  jumps  to 
186.1  percent. 

This  trend  hasn’t  abated. 

Moreover,  apportionments  continue  to 
increase  year  by  year,  with  little  or  no 
negotiability.  That  increases  the  anger 
and  sense  of  powerlessness  felt  by  local 
church  leaders! 

Significant,  also,  is  that  the  salaries  of 
bishops  and  general-church  staffs  have 
been  rising  at  a  much  higher  rate  than 
that  of  most  local-church  pastors  and 
staffs. 

Ironically,  during  the  last  two  qua- 
drennia,  when  many  local  churches  have 
had  to  reduce  staffs,  those  at  many  con¬ 
nectional  levels  have  been  growing! 

Even  more  frustrating  is  that  when  we 
became  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
1968,  five  special  offerings  were  autho¬ 
rized  to  be  taken  annually. 

This  year  our  church  has  been  asked  to 
contribute  to  14  special  offerings. 

Do  we  not  need  to  consider  which  pro¬ 
grams  may  need  to  be  “traded-off”  to 
make  room  for  new  programs  and  mis- 
sional  priorities? 

Who  has  said  “thank  you”  to  those  loy¬ 
al  United  Methodists  in  local  churches 
who,  though  dwindling  in  numbers,  have 
provided  significantly  increased  dollars 
to  keep  their  churches  and  their  connec¬ 
tion  in  ministry  and  mission? 

Is  anybody  listening? 

Some  further  questions  need  to  be  an¬ 
swered.  Who  is  planning  for  the  impact 
that  an  aging  society— and  a  more  highly 
aged  church— will  have  on  our  denomi¬ 
nation? 

Who  is  strategizing  at  general-church 
and  annual-conference  levels  for  the 
time  when  many  churches  will  no  longer 
be  able  to  afford  their  operations? 

Who  is  strategizing  at  general-church 
and  annual-conference  levels  for  ways  to 
support  and  enhance  those  churches  that 
may  have  a  viable  and  bright  future 
while  taking  steps  to  help  those  churches 


mune-deficiency-syndrome  researcher 
for  not  investing  his  energies  in  asbestos 
reclamation.  Or  a  superb  ice  skater  for 
not  being  a  doctor. 

Further,  I  thought  the  church  was  ter¬ 
ribly  concerned  about  the  cancers  of  the 
soul.  Even  Jesug^said  something  about 
fearing  spiritual  killers  more  than  kill¬ 
ers  of  the  body. 

Mr.  Wildmon  is  a  specialist  of  the  soul, 
and  if  Mr.  Jervey  wishes  to  condemn  him 
for  not  being  a  purifier  of  beaches,  then  I 
suggest  that  he  follow  his  own  advice 
and  get  his  priorities  straight. 

Charles  C.  Anker 
Carmel,  California 

Devil  has  funds  long  enough 

To  the  Editor: 

Referring  to  the  editorial,  “How  would 
you  have  voted  to  respond?”  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  2),  maybe  the  following  story  may 
help  some  people  decide: 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century, 
Sam  Jones  was  holding  a  revival  meet¬ 
ing  at  St.  Louis,  famous  for  its  whiskey 
distilleries.  One  wealthy  whiskey  maker 
brought  $10,000  to  Sam  Jones  to  use  “for 
the  good  of  the  Lord.” 

The  evangelistic  committee  didn’t 
want  to  accept  the  money,  but  Sam 
Jones  said,  “The  money  has  been  used 
long  enough  for  the  devil;  now  we  will 
use  it  for  the  Lord,”  and  he  accepted  it. 

Thomas  M.  Giles 
Birmingham,  Alabama 


that  may  be  in  a  terminal  stage  to  die 
with  dignity? 

The  latter  may  be  the  most  difficult  of 
all  to  do.  But  don’t  institutions,  including 
those  programs  and  agencies  beyond  the 
local  cjiurch  that  develop  an  institutional 
life  of  their  own,  need  to  face  the  fact  of. 
mortality? 

Is  it  time  to  return  more  dollars  to  lo¬ 
cal  churches  so  they  may  care  for  their 
buildings,  increase  their  programs  and 
provide  for  more  mission  to  their  own 
neighborhoods  and  districts? 

Will  decisions  be  made  at  general- 
church  levels  to  do  that,  or  will  local 
churches  simply  band  together  and,  how¬ 
ever  reluctantly,  make  those  decisions?  . 

As  Rollo  May  pointed  out  nearly  15 
years  ago,  powerlessness  soon  turns  to 
apathy,  and  when  apathy  has  run  its 
course,  violent  reaction  takes  over. 

In  an  age  when  the  practice  of  Chris-:.; 
tian  faith  may  be  more  important  than!  ; 
denominational  loyalty,  do  we  run  the!; 
risk  of  alienating  local-church  people!; 
who  for  years  have  devoted  their  lives  to! ; 
the  church  we  all  love  and  serve  and  who! ; 
are  wondering  if  anyone  at  the  “top”!; 
really  cares? 

Or  do  we  merely  continue  the  compet¬ 
itive  atmosphere  in.  which  we  have  been 
living  for  the  last  two  decades  or  so? 

Finally,  are  we  who  raise  such  ques*. 
tions  simply  to  be  accused  of  being  smit¬ 
ten  by  negativism?  Or  is  there  room 
within  United  Methodist  structures  for 
some  self-criticism  and  rethinking? 

Is  it  time  not  only  to  talk  about  the 
stewardship  of  giving  but  also  about  the 
stewardship  of  using  the  gifts? 

Our  answers  to  these  questions  may  not 
only  determine  the  future  of  our  denomi¬ 
nation  but  also  the  morale  and  goodwill 
of  our  people,  laity  and  clergy  alike. 

The  Rev.  Harold  W.  Bruen  is  pastor  of 
St.  Paul's  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Syracuse.  N.Y.  (North  Central  New  York 
conference). 


My  Witness 

Work  trip  lets  us  experience 
UM  mission  efforts  firsthand 


By  DOROTHY  L.  WICKLER 

At  6  a.m.  June  25,  a  group  of  three 
youths  and  eight  adults  from  First  Unit- 
ed  Methodist  Church,  ] 

McPherson,  Kan.,  set, 
out  with  high  expec¬ 
tations  for  a  week  of  j 
work. 

They  were  headed' 
for  Lydia  Patterson  j 
Institute  in  El  Pasoj 
Texas,  a  South  Cen- 
tral  Jurisdictional  Dorothy  Wickler 
school  for  youths  without  a  high  school 
opportunity. 

More  than  90  percent  of  the  students 
cross  the  Mexican-American  border  dai¬ 
ly,  walking  across  the  bridge  over  the 
Rio  Grande  and  an  additional  mile  to 
Lydia  Patterson  school. 

The  work  team  stayed  in  Santa  Rosa, 
N.M.,  the  first  night,  then  drove  180  miles, 
arriving  just  in  time  for  worship  with  the 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  congre¬ 
gation  in  Alamogordo,  N.M. 

This  church  was  about  to  be  closed,  but 
the  present  supply  minister,  a  full-time 
Air  Force  chaplain,  asked  the  conference 
to  wait  one  year.  Under  his  leadership  the 
congregation  has  become  a  vibrant,  lov¬ 
ing,  caring  group  of  God’s  children. 

The  church  members  have  done  that  by 
reaching  out  and  accepting  others,  shar¬ 
ing  the  Gospel  and  supporting  and  supply¬ 
ing  needs  of  people  in  their  community. 

The  complete  cleaning  of  the  Lydia 
Patterson  library  was  the  team’s  as¬ 
signed  work.  Tasks  ranged  from  dusting 
every  book  and  shelf  to  stripping  and 
rewaxing  the  floor  and  painting  the  walls 
under  the  supervision  of  a  Lydia 
Patterson  student. 

Work  students  were  everywhere, 
working  hard  without  supervision! 

To  meet  and  get  to  know  the  Rev.  A.T. 
Grout,  president  of  Lydia  Patterson,  was 
a  real  privilege  and  inspiration.  Mr. 
Grout  took  the  team  to  Juarez,  Mexico, 
one  day  to  see  the  plaza  and  cathedral, 


wander  through  the  market  and  especial¬ 
ly  to  see  the  work  of  the  United  Method-: 
ist  Church  there. 

It  was  inspiring  to  see  the  Colonia  ; 
Echeverria  Clinic  in  operation,  the  Hou- 
chen  Day  Care  Center  and  the  Houchen 
Community  Center  and  Thrift  Shop.  All 
are  UMC  supported  through  the  Advance 
Special,  local  churches,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  , 

The  group  went  with  different  expecta¬ 
tions,  but  their  basic  goals  were  all  met: 

S  to  in  some  way  be  of  service  to 
Lydia  Patterson  Institute,  learn  of  its 
work  and  learn  of  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdiction’s  work  as  well; 

S  to  grow  together  in  fellowship  as  a 
small  group  in  a  large  church;  and 

S  to  return  to  inform  and  inspire  the 
church  at  home. 

After  a  15-minute  slide-and-story  pre¬ 
sentation,  the  congregation  gave  a  free¬ 
will  offering  of  $600  for  Lydia  Patterson 
Institute. 

First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
McPherson  is  now  planning  several 
work-team  trips  for  1989.  Why  don’t  you 
try  this  or  a  similarly  exciting  project  in 
your  church? 

Dorothy  L.  Wickler  is  a  member  of  ’■ 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mc¬ 
Pherson.  Kan.  ( Kansas  West  conference). 


POSITION  AVAILABLE 

The  United  Methodist  Reporter  has 
an  immediate  opening  for  an  experi¬ 
enced  journalist  who  believes  reli¬ 
gious  news  should  be  covered  in  an 
interesting,  credible  way.  Ideal  per¬ 
son  will  have  degree  in  journalism; 
several  years’  solid  work  experience; 
high  levels  of  energy,  curiosity  and 
creativity,  and  be  a  committed  Chris¬ 
tian  active  in  the  church.  Contact 
Personnel  Director,  Box  660275,  Dal¬ 
las,  TX  75266,  (214)  630-6495. 


R  Christ 
Centered 
Partnership 


Ten  years  after  their  arrival  in  Bukuru,  Nigeria,  with  their  two  young  sons,  and  on  their 
first  missionary  assignment,  Diane  and  Ronald  Ray  find  enthusiasm  for  their  teaching  work 
at  the  Theological  College  of  Northern  Nigeria  undimmed.  Situated  seven  miles  from  Jos, 
high  on  the  Jos  Plateau,  the  Theological  College  was  founded  in  1959,  and  is  the  highest 
institution  of  theological  learning  in  northern  Nigeria. 

Teaching  at  the  Theological  College,  a  major  ecumenical  venture  of  13  cooperating  church 
bodies,  is  conducted  on  three  levels.  The  highest  level  awards  the  Bachelor  of  Divinity  degree. 
The  student  body,  148  in  all,  consists  of  students  from  throughout  Nigeria,  and  from  Ethiopia, 
Cameroon  and  the  Sudan.  Three-quarters  of  the  faculty,  and  the  principal  as  well,  are 
Nigerian;  the  principal  is  himself  a  graduate  of  the  college. 

While  Ron  teaches  Christian  Ethics  and  Systematic  Theology,  Diane  teaches  English  at 
the  Theological  College,  the  Women’s  College  and  in  classes  for  student  wives.  Ron,  who 
received  his  Master  of  Divinity  from  Yale  Divinity  School  and  his  Ph.D.  in  Christian  Ethics 
from  the  University  of  St.  Andrews  in  Scotland,  was  a  parish  minister  in  the  Oregon  and 
Idaho  conferences  for  seven  years  prior  to  leaving  for  service  in  Nigeria.  Diane  holds  a  B.A. 
degree  from  Oregon  Stale  University. 

The  importance  of  the  missionary  work  that  the  Rays  carry  out  in  northern  Nigeria  is 
beyond  measure.  To  help  assure  the  continuity  of  their  ministry  contact  your  Conference 
Secretary  of  Global  Ministries,  or  write  to  Ed  Moultrie,  Room  1305,  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y  10115. 


World  Program  Division 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
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Are  ‘downside  pastors’  ringing  death  knell  of  UMC? 


many  see  membership  decline  as  normal 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Pastors  who've  never  been 
part  of  a  growing  denomination  and  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  God’s  will  for  the  church  to  grow  are 
ringing  the  death  knell  for  local  United  Method¬ 
ist  congregations. 

That’s  the  analysis  of  a  retired  United  Meth¬ 
odist  bishop  who  spoke  Sept.  14  at  a  national 
meeting  of  United  Methodists  alarmed  by  lack¬ 
luster  worship  and  plummeting  membership. 

Bishop  Emerson  S.  Colaw  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
who  retired  Sept.  1,  said  too  many  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  accept  the  denomination’s  mem¬ 
bership  decline  as  normal. 

“We  must  believe  that  it  is  God’s  will  for  the 
church  to  grow,"  he  said.  “After  talking  to  people 
about  the  20-year  membership  decline  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  I’ve  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  a  significant  number  of  United  Methodist 
clergy  don’t  believe  we’re  called  to  grow.” 

50  growth  consultants  trained 

Bishop  Colaw,  now  associate  professor  of 
homiletics  and  Christian  ministry  at  UM-related 
United  Theological  Seminary  in  Dayton,  joined 


Bishop  asserts  too 

several  other  church  officials  in  a  training  event 
for  50  new  "Growth-Plus"  consultants. 

Those  consultants  work  with  UM  congrega¬ 
tions  that  want  to  put  life  back  into  their 
churches,  expand  the  scope  of  their  ministries 
and  attract  more  members. 

Since  the  “Growth-Plus”  program  was 
launched  by  the  evangelism  section  of  the 
church’s  General  Board  of  Discipleship  in  1987, 
257  consultants— mostly  pastors— have  been 
trained. 

Bishop  Colaw  noted  that  many  pastors  serving 
the  denomination’s  37,750  U.S.  congregations  en¬ 
tered  the  ordained  ministry  in  the  past  20  years. 

As  a  result,  he  said,  "Close  to  one  half  of  our 
clergy  have  never  experienced  this  church  as 
growing,  so  we’ve  come  to  accept  (membership) 
decline  as  normal. 

"It’s  going  to  take  much  prayer,  patience  and 
perseverance  for  us  to  turn  that  thinking 
around." 


Another  speaker  told  new  “Growth-Plus”  con¬ 
sultants  that  if  a  local  church  is  lifeless,  has  lit¬ 
tle  relevance  to  the  community  around  it  and  is 
experiencing  a  membership  slump,  maybe  the 
preaching  isn’t  what  it  ought  to  be. 

The  Rev.  David  W.  Kerr,  evangelism  staff 
member  at  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  he  fa¬ 
vored  "preaching  for  response.”  He  called  that  a 
healthy  influence  on  congregations  that  grow 
numerically  and  in  their  outreach  to  their  re¬ 
spective  communities. 

“Unfortunately  in  our  local  churches,  an  invi¬ 
tation  after  the  sermon  is  no  longer  normative," 
Mr.  Kerr  said.  “But  your  sermon  must  elicit  a 
response. 

“A  church  that  wants  to  grow  and  to  be  in 
ministry  must  be  moved  to  ask,  ‘O  God,  what 
can  we  do  to  make  this  a  movement  of  renewal 
for  the  whole  church?’  ” 

Mr.  Kerr  urged  the  participants  to  start  their 
consultation  efforts  with  opening-night  celebra¬ 


tions  that  include  inspirational  sermons. 

"Preaching  can  be  the  means  by  which  the 
eyes  of  our  congregation  can  be  called  back  to 
center  stage,  to  the  revelation  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ.”  Mr.  Kerr  said. 

“Too  many  pastors  and  churches  have  adopted 
the  attitude  that  ‘we’re  all  right  the  way  we  are. 
We  take  in  an  adequate  number  of  members  to 
sustain  our  ministry.' 

"That  attitude  is  contrary  to  the  Gospel.  As 
long  as  one  person  is  living  outside  the  reconcil¬ 
ing  love  of  Jesus  Christ,  there  is  room  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church  to  grow." 

Pointers  given 

The  Rev.  Ralph  Mohney  and  his  wife,  Nell,  of 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  offered  pointers  to  the  new 
class  of  consultants  based  on  their  two  years  of 
work  helping  congregations  revamp  their  minis¬ 
tries.  The  Mohneys  were  among  the  first 
"Growth-Plus”  consultants  trained  in  1987. 

Recruiting  volunteers  to  oversee  new  out¬ 


reach  projects  "should  be  a  No.  1  priority  in  ev¬ 
ery  church,"  said  Mrs.  Mohney.  “Too  many 
churches  that  are  dying  have  just  a  few  people 
trying  to  do  everything,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Mohney  suggested  that  congregations  of 
300  members  or  more  employ  a  lay  coordinator 
of  volunteers  to  identify,  train  and  place  people 
for  ministry  according  to  their  skills. 

Older  adult  ministries  are  sorely  lacking  in 
United  Methodist  churches,  said  Mr.  Mohney,  a 
retired  minister  from  the  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  But  older  people  offer  a  fertile  field  for 
mission. 

“Approximately  5,000  people  turn  65  every 
day  in  the  United  States,”  Mr  Mohney  said. 
"And  35,000  people  in  this  country  are  more  than 
100  years  old.  These  folks  need  to  know  the 
church  cares  and  that  there  is  a  place  for  them." 

“Growth-Plus"  consultants  commit  to  helping 
two  congregations  develop  and  implement  plans 
for  expanded  ministries  and  membership  over 
four  years.  The  emphasis  is  on  expanding  each 
congregation's  mission  outreach  to  its  communi¬ 
ty  and  beyond,  not  just  numerical  growth,  Disci¬ 
pleship  officials  said. 


MACON,  Miss.— Larry  Miller,  a  founder  of  the  tiny  nondenominational 
Fellowship  of  Hope  congregation,  shows  Mississippi  2020  Network  member 
Bonnie  Rhyne  the  porch  area  where  fire  started  and  eventually  destroyed 
the  building  in  late  August.  The  charred  cross  on  the  boarded-up  door  testi¬ 
fies  to  the  35-member  interracial  congregation’s  determination  to  rebuild. 
Mississippi  2020  Network  volunteers  are  to  help  tear  down  the  ruined  build¬ 
ing  this  week,  and  a  “church-raising”  is  tentatively  scheduled  Nov.  11-12. 


Layman  organizes  response 
to  apparent  arson  church  fire 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

An  arson  blaze  that  gutted  the  tiny,  inter¬ 
racial  Fellowship  of  Hope  church  in  Macon, 
Miss.,  last  month  has  lit  a  fire  of  determi¬ 
nation  in  a  United  Methodist  layman. 

Church  members  suspect  the  blaze 
may  have  been  set  in  an  attempt  to  oust 
the  congregation  from  a  predominantly 
white  neighborhood  in  the  community  of 
about  7,500  that  s  60  miles  north  of  Me¬ 
ridian,  Miss. 

So  Bob  Kochtitzky,  a  member  of  Wells 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Jackson, 
Miss.,  is  determined  to  use  the  incident 
to  prove  to  the  world  that  Mississippians 
are  no  longer  captives  of  racism. 

Mr.  Kochtitzky  is  director  of  the  3- 
year-old  Mississippi  2020  Network,  a 
kind  of  futurist  “think  tank."  The  125- 
member  network  has  formed  a  special 
outreach— “Mississippi  Cares’’— to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  church-burning  incident. 

Mississippi  Cares  is  conducting  a  nation¬ 
al  campaign  to  raise  $75,000  for  a  new 
church  facility,  he  said.  In  addition,  the  or¬ 
ganization  is  soliciting  donations  of  build¬ 
ing  materials  and  furnishings  and  recruit¬ 
ing  volunteers  to  rebuild  the  church. 

People  from  throughout  the  state  are 
responding,  Mr.  Kochtitzky  said. 

The  group  is  to  help  church  members 
tear  down  the  remains  of  the  church  Oct. 


1.  Plans  call  for  pouring  a  foundation  slab 
and  erecting  another  building  Nov.  11-12. 

The  50-year-old  church  building— for¬ 
merly  a  six-room,  one-story  private 
home— suffered  extensive  damage  in  a 
late-night  fire  Aug.  28.  State  Fire  Mar¬ 
shal  John  Chamblee  said  evidence  indi¬ 
cates  the  fire  was  set  intentionally. 

The  35-member  non-denominational 
congregation— a  mix  of  whites,  blacks 
and  Choctaw  Indians  from  Mennonite, 
United  Methodist  and  Baptist  back¬ 
grounds— used  the  building  in  its  work 
with  poor  people,  said  Mr.  Kochtitzky. 

Maxine  Miller,  who  with  her  husband 
was  one  of  the  church’s  four  founding 
families,  said  helping  poor  people  was 
one  reason  the  interdenominational 
church  was  formed. 

“We  had  a  real  desire  to  live  out  our 
faith,  and  no  other  church  in  the  area 
seemed  to  be  as  serious  as  we  were  feel¬ 
ing,”  she  said. 

Church  members  started  a  financial 
counseling  program  and  were  planning 
to  start  a  tutorial  program  at  the  church, 
said  Mrs.  Miller. 

The  church’s  outreach  efforts  included 
a  voter-registration  drive  and  sponsoring 
a  family  that  had  lost  its  home  in  an  ac¬ 
cidental  fire,  she  said. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


Boost  Bible  study  interest  and  attendance 

with  University  of  the  Air  (ull-color  video-courses! 


Bring  the  finest  United  Methodist  Thousands  across  America 

scholars  right  into  your  church  have  taken  these  courses 

THESE  EXCELLENT  VIDEO-COURSES  NOW  AVAILABLE . . . 

DR.  DAVID  A.  SEAMANDS  “Spiritual  Healing  for  Damaged  Emotions" 
“The  Holy  Spirit  and  You” 

“Our  Methodist  Heritage  In  Christ” 

“The  Master's  Plan  of  Evangelism" 

“The  Meaning  of  the  Wanned  Heart" 

“Six  Sessions  with  a  Christian  Psychiatrist" 
“A  Bishop  Speaks  His  Mind” 


DR.  KENNETH  C.  KINGHORN 
DR.  ROBERT  G.  TUTTLE 
DR.  ROBERT  E  COLEMAN 
DR.  DONALD  ENGLISH 
WILLIAM  P.  WILSON,  M.D. 
BISHOP  EARL  G.  HUNT,  JR. 


Coming  soon:  great  new  courses  by  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White, 
Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke,  Dr.  Jimmy  Buskirk  and  Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CALL  TOLL-FREE  1-800-367-0087 


or  call  407-830-0255  collect  •  Don't  wait  —  call  or  write  today! 

METHODIST  HOUR  •  P.O.  BOX  77,  ORLANDO,  FLORIDA  32802 


CHURCH  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 

November  12-13,  1988 

"From  a  percentage  perspective,  Custer 
Road  has  been  the  fastest  growing  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  decade  of  the 
'80’s. "-Robert  Paul,  General  Board. 


Experience  first-hand  the  excitement  and  dynamic  ministry  of 
Custer  Road. 


For  an  information  brochure,  call  Joan  Newman  at  (214)  596- 
6042. 


Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church 
6601  Custer  Road,  Plano,  Texas  75023 
Mark  Craig,  Senior  Minister 

Sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


Additional  grants  from  UMCOR 
help  Gilbert  victims  in  four  areas 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  second  $15,000  emergency  grant  for 
relief  to  victims  of  Hurricane  Gilbert  in 
the  Yucatan  Peninsula  and  northern 
Mexico  was  approved  last  week  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  relief  agency. 

In  addition,  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  sent  another  $30,000  to 
Jamaica,  which  was  devastated  by  the 
storm. 

UMCOR’s  sister  division  within  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  the 
National  Division,  assigned  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Craig  Nelson  to  spend  a  month  coor¬ 
dinating  relief  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
Texas-Mexico  border.  Mr.  Nelson  is  a 
church  and  community  development  spe¬ 
cialist. 

Bishop  Ernie  T.  Dixon,  whose  San  An¬ 
tonio  Area  includes  both  the  Southwest 
Texas  and  Rio  Grande  conferences,  was 
expected  to  request  $10,000  from  UM¬ 
COR  to  carry  out  the  relief  plan  in  both 
countries. 

Also  on  the  scene  assessing  damages 
was  Max  Marble,  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  coordinator  of  Volunteers  in  Mis¬ 
sion.  Several  VIM  teams  reportedly  were 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— The  churchwide  impact  of 
financial  trouble  in  one  arm  of  United 
Methodism’s  missions  board  is  beginning 
to  spill  over  into  other  agencies  of  the 
church. 

The  47-member  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  orga¬ 
nizing  last  week  for  the  1989-92  quadren- 
nium,  took  note  of  the  recent  disclosure 
of  financial  troubles  in  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (see  related  editorial 
on  Page  2). 

The  National  Division  announced  in 
August  that  it  had  laid  off  nine  execu¬ 
tives  and  six  support  staff  members  and 
was  considering  program  cutbacks  in  an 
attempt  to  make  up  a  deficit  resulting 

Loophole? 


"standing  by”  for  assignments  to  work  in 
either  Mexico  or  southern  Texas. 

The  Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske,  who  di¬ 
rects  specialized  services  for  the  com¬ 
mittee,  said  the  agency  is  awaiting 
further  word  from  officials  of  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Mexico  about  damages 
caused  by  the  hurricane. 

The  storm,  in  its  own  death  throes,  trig¬ 
gered  torrential  floods  that  killed  more 
than  200  people  in  Monterrey,  Mexico. 
Several  bus  loads  of  people  fleeing  flood 
waters  were  drowned  when  the  rain-swol¬ 
len  Santa  Catarina  River  swept  the  vehi¬ 
cles  away,  according  to  news  reports. 

Mr.  Bekofske  said  UM  relief  commit¬ 
tee  was  working  closely  with  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  to  coordinate  a 
church  response  to  the  havoc  wreaked  by 
Gilbert  on  its  weeklong  trek  across  the 
Caribbean  Sea  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Details  of  the  damage  caused  in  the 
Yucatan,  which  Gilbert  hit  with  200  mph 
winds,  and  northern  Mexico  have  been 
slow  in  coming,  the  official  said. 

Mexican  Methodist  Bishops  Raul  Ruiz 
of  Mexico  City  and  Miguel  Hernandez  of 
Monterrey  are  both  attending  a  South- 


from'tflve  years  of  overspending  (see 
UMR,  Aug.  30,  Sept.  9  and  23). 

“We’re  aware  of  the  financial  troubles 
of  some  agencies,  and  we  want  to  stave 
off  potential  problems  early  on,”  said 
Joetta  Rinehart  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C., 
a  returning  member  of  the  women’s  sta¬ 
tus  commission  who  has  served  on  the 
agency’s  finance  committee. 

The  World  Service  Fund,  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  basic  program  fund,  gets  its  rev¬ 
enue  from  apportionments  paid  by  local 
congregations. 

United  Methodist  contributions  to 
World  Service  have  been  down  in  recent 
years,  Mrs.  Rinehart  added. 

The  commission  is  budgeted  to  receive 
$468,500  of  the  1988  World  Service  Fund. 

In  actuality,  World  Service  revenue 


west  Border  Conference  meeting  in 
Phoenix,  Ariz.,  and  haven’t  been  able  to 
survey  the  damaged  areas,  he  said. 

"Both  have  been  working  in  disaster 
response,  and  several  of  their  district  su¬ 
perintendents  in  Mexico  were  at  work 
with  UMCOR’s  disaster  response  field 
coordinator,  Virginia  Miller,  who  was  in 
Brownsville,  Texas,  to  determine  the  re¬ 
gion’s  needs,"  said  Mr.  Bekofske. 

To  assist  Jamaica,  the  Cayman  Islands, 
Yucatan  and  northern  Mexico  in  recover¬ 
ing  from  damages  caused  by  Gilbert,  he 
said,  an  emergency  Advance  asking  (Ad¬ 
vance  No.  982422-4)  was  approved. 

Church  World  Service,  through  which 
the  UM  agency  makes  many  gifts,  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  regional  appeal  of  $2  million 
for  short-term  and  long-term  assistance 
to  the  affected  areas,  said  Mr.  Bekofske. 

“What  is  really  needed  is  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  stand  with  them  as  long  as  nec¬ 
essary,”  he  said  of  hard-hit  areas  around 
the  globe. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  commit¬ 
tee  has  responded  recently  to  disasters  in 
the  Central  African  nation  of  Burundi, 
India  and  Nepal,  Bangladesh,  and  the  Ca¬ 
ribbean  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


has  been  about.  90  percent  of  its  budget 
estimate,  said  Beth  Taylor,  comptroller 
of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  and,  by  virtue  of  that  of¬ 
fice  in  the  church’s  general  treasury  of¬ 
fice,  also  the  commission’s  treasurer. 

According  to  that  budget  profile,  then, 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  is  expected  to  get  about  $421,650 
in  1988. 

Commission  members  also  heard  that 
the  agency’s  operating  account  has 
$13,984  deficit  through  Aug.  31. 

Ms.  Taylor  explained  that  expenses  of 
about  $118,782  exceeded  the  $104,798 
carried  forward  from  1987. 

But  Ms.  Taylor  said  the  apparent 
shortage  is  no  cause  for  alarm  and  is 
typical  of  most  denominational  agency 
operations. 


Women’s  unit 
gets  officer 
on  key  panel 

BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— After  at  least  an 
hour  of  debate  during  the  recent  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  orga¬ 
nizational  meeting,  the  agency’s 
Women’s  Division  got  its  newly  elect¬ 
ed  president  on  the  board’s  standing 
committee  on  personnel  and  nomina¬ 
tions. 

Women’s  Division  directors  had 
voiced  concern  that  Sally  Graham 
Ernst  of  Bethel  Park,  Pa.,  wasn’t  on 
the  16-member  committee  that  devel¬ 
ops  the  mission  board’s  personnel  pol¬ 
icies.  This  committee  also  nominates 
directors  to  leadership  positions  and 
interviews  applicants  for  the  highest- 
level  staff  positions. 

Mrs.  Ernst  was  elected  president  of 
the  Women’s  Division  and  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  full  mission  board  during 
the  agency’s  organizational  meeting 
in  New  York  Sept.  12-15. 

Concern  over  the  makeup  of  the 
personnel  and  nominations  commit¬ 
tee  began  last  March,  when  that  panel 
didn’t  renominate  chief  executives  of 
the  board’s  World  Program  Division 
and  Health  and  Welfare  Department. 
The  committee  recommended  in  both 
cases  that  the  contracts  of  the  execu¬ 
tives  not  be  renewed. 

Women’s  Division  directors  say 
that  having  Ms.  Ernst  on  the  person¬ 
nel  committee  will  encourage  policy 
consistency  between  the  board  and 
the  Women’s  Division  on  personnel 
matters. 

Theressa  Hoover,  Women’s  Divi¬ 
sion  chief  executive,  told  the  Report¬ 
er  last  week  that  she  is  “pleased  that 
the  Women’s  Division  president  is  on 
the  committee  on  personnel  and 
nominations.” 

“It  is  an  important  link,  since  she 
chairs  the  Women’s  Division  commit¬ 
tee  on  personnel,”  Ms.  Hoover  said. 
"It  is  strategic  that  each  unit  of  the 
board  have  representation  on  the 
board’s  personnel  and  nominations 
committee,  since  that  is  the  group 
that  sets  policy  for  all  executive 
staff.” 


National  Division  financial  impact 
spills  over  to  other  UMC  agencies 


Northeastern  Jurisdiction  studies  ways  to  meet  two  concerns 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Many  United  Methodists  in  the  Northeast  say  they 
want  their  bishops  to  be  “where  the  action  is” — especial¬ 
ly  in  the  capital  cities  of  the  nation  and  New  York  state. 

Bishops  in  the  region  say  they  want  their  workloads 
kept  to  a  manageable  level— with  no  more  than  two 
annual  conferences  assigned  to  any  one  episcopal  leader. 

During  the  next  two  years,  officials  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Northeastern  Jurisdiction,  one  of 
five  geographic  regions  in  the  United  States,  are  to 
examine  a  plan  that  could  satisfy  both  concerns. 

The  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  is  au¬ 
thorized  to  have  a  special  one-day  session  before  De¬ 
cember  1990  to  decide  whether  to  approve  the  plan, 
which  could  add  a  bishop  to  the  11-state  region. 

Plan  to  use  ‘loophole’ 

That  addition  won’t  be  easy.  For  one  thing,  the  plan 
hinges  on  the  use  of  a  "loophole”  in  the  church  law  that 
governs  creation  of  new  episcopal  areas.  That  loophole 
has  never  been  tested  in  a  church  court. 

The  plan  would  require  redrawing  the  boundaries  of 
five  of  the  jurisdiction’s  nine  episcopal  areas,  the  cre¬ 
ation  of  one  new  episcopal  area  and  the  election  of  an 
additional  bishop. 

The  church  law  in  question  was  passed  by  the  1988 
General  Conference.  The  law  allows  the  division  of  an 
episcopal  area— the  official  name  of  a  church  administra¬ 
tive  area  overseen  by  a  bishop— if  it  contains  two  annual 
conferences  with  more  than  125,000  members  in  each. 

The  plan  under  study  in  the  Northeastern  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  would  temporarily  “pair”  two  conferences  that 
meet  the  125,000-member  requirements  and  place 
them  in  a  redrawn  episcopal  area.  Then  those  confer¬ 
ences  could  be  divided  into  separate  episcopal  areas. 

The  jurisdictional  conference  would  need  to  elect  a 
bishop  to  head  that  additional  area— bringing  the  total 
number  of  active  bishops  in  the  11 -state  region  to  10. 

2  capitals  get  bishops 

The  key  effect  of  the  proposal,  which  electrified  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  jurisdictional  conference  when  it  was  pre¬ 
sented  by  Bishop  Joseph  H.  Yeakel  (Washington  Area)  in 
July,  would  be  to  place  a  bishop  in  Albany,  N.Y.,  capital 
of  the  region’s  largest  state,  and  reduce  the  administra¬ 
tive  workload  on  the  bishop  heading  the  area. 

Proponents  of  the  plan  contend  that  this  should  al¬ 


low  the  Washington  Area  bishop  more  time  to  focus  on 
many  key  national  issues  and  personally  contact  many 
of  the  nation’s  lawmakers  to  present  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  perspective. 

The  current  Washington  Area  encompasses  the  Bal¬ 
timore  and  Peninsula  annual  conferences  and  covers 
Delaware,  the  District  of  Columbia  and  parts  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  West  Virginia. 

Under  the  proposal  a  redrawn  Washington  Area 
would  include  only  the  Baltimore  conference  and  cov¬ 
er  the  District  of  Columbia  and  parts  of  Maryland  and 
West  Virginia. 

Ridgeway  Shinn  Jr.  of  Johnstown,  R.I.,  and  author  of 
a  paper  titled  "Visions  of  the  Office  of  Bishop  in  the 
Year  2000,”  praised  the  innovative  proposal  for  its 
planned  deployment  of  bishops. 

"This  is  a  marvelous  invention,  using  a  piece  of 
legislation  that  was  designed  for  another  purpose,  to 
be  sure,"  Dr.  Shinn  told  jurisdictional  delegates. 

In  his  study  paper,  which  was  available  to  jurisdic¬ 
tional  conference  members,  he  urged  they  consider 
increasing  the  number  of  bishops  so  that  episcopal 
leadership  could  be  focused  in  Washington,  New  York 
City  and  Albany. 

“If  bishops  are  to  ‘lead’  in  the  Northeast,  at  least 
these  three  vital  centers  need  more  concentrated  at¬ 
tention  than  they  now  receive,”  he  said. 

The  Rev.  William  A.  Holmes,  pastor  of  Metropolitan 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Washington, 
said  having  a  United  Methodist  bishop  who  could  focus 
more  attention  on  the  nation’s  capital  would  be  a 
"distinct  advantage"  to  the  denomination. 

"A  bishop  with  informal  contacts  and  interpersonal 
networking  on  the  Hill  (Capitol  Hill)  would  have  an 
extraordinary  impact,"  he  said. 

Although  some  jurisdictional  conference  members 
sought  immediate  approval  for  the  plan  during  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  Conference  in  July,  Bishop 
C.  Dale  White  ( New  York  Area )  urged  the  two-year  study. 

He  cautioned  that  the  denomination  might  regard  a 
hasty  action  as  “finessing”  the  intent  of  legislation 
adopted  by  General  Conference  in  May. 

Failed  merger  sparks  idea 

The  loophole  proposal  arose  from  a  failed  merger 
plan  for  the  Maine  and  Hew  Hampshire  conferences. 
That  merger  would  have  reduced  the  only  three-con¬ 
ference  area  in  the  jurisdiction— the  Boston  Area— to 


a  two-conference  area. 

But  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  conferences, 
which  with  the  Southern  New  England  conference 
make  up  the  area,  refused  to  merge. 

Jurisdictional  conference  members  honored  that  de¬ 
cision  by  voting  to  allow  the  three  conferences  to 
remain  an  exception  to  their  declared  principle  that  no 
episcopal  area  should  have  more  than  two  annual  con¬ 
ferences. 

Under  Bishop  Yeakel’s  proposal,  the  Boston  Area 
could  be  reduced  to  a  two-conference  area  without  a 
merger  by  the  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  confer¬ 
ences.  The  Northeastern  Jurisdictional  College  of 
Bishops  could  make  the  change  by  redrawing  the  epis¬ 
copal  area  boundaries. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  constitution  gives  the 
college  of  bishops  in  each  region  sole  authority  to  set 
the  boundaries  for  areas  of  episcopal  supervision. 
Nothing  in  church  laws  says  episcopal  areas  must 
contain  contiguous  annual  conferences. 

Bishop  Yeakel’s  realignment  plan  would  change  the 
boundaries  of  the  Boston  Area  to  encompass  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  and  Maine  conferences.  The  Troy 
and  New  Hampshire  conferences  would  form  a  new 
episcopal  area,  with  headquarters  in  Albany.  N.Y. 

The  New  York  Area  would  include  the  New  York 
and  Puerto  Rico  conferences.  The  Puerto  Rico  confer¬ 
ence  now  is  part  of  the  Philadelphia  Area. 

The  Philadelphia  Area  would  include  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Peninsula  conferences. 

The  Baltimore  conference,  now  in  the  Washington 
Area,  temporarily  would  be  joined  with  the  Pittsburgh 
Area  (Western  Pennsylvania  conference),  and  the  cur¬ 
rent  Washington  Area  would  be  eliminated. 

Since  the  Baltimore  and  Western  Pennsylvania  con¬ 
ferences  each  has  more  than  200,000  members,  the 
college  of  bishops  presumably  could  then  split  the 
short-lived  area  into  two  areas— recreating  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Area  to  contain  only  the  Baltimore  conference. 

In  the  plan  under  study,  four  episcopal  areas— West 
Virginia;  New  York  West;  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  and  New 
Jersey— would  remain  the  same. 

Even  if  approved,  the  plan’s  constitutionality  might 
still  face  a  challenge  to  the  Judicial  Council,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  “Supreme  Court.” 

Judicial  Council  President  Tom  H.  Matheny,  a  Ham¬ 
mond,  La.,  attorney,  told  the  Reporter  last  week  he 
couldn’t  speculate  on  the  legality  of  the  proposed  action. 
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Consultants  bring  methods 
to  help  Filipinos  develop  areas 


By  ROBERTA  B.  SAPP1NGTON 
MANILA,  Philippines— Australian  ar¬ 
chitect  and  builder  Richard  West  has  a 
longtime  business  relationship  with  the 
Philippines. 

But  it  wasn't  business  that  brought 
him  or  16  American  volunteers-in-mis- 
sion  to  the  Philippines  recently. 

Rather,  the  group  of  nurses,  business¬ 
men,  educators,  ministers  and  other  pro¬ 
fessionals  came  to  join  an  equal  number  of 
Filipino  United  Methodist  volunteers  in  a 
unique  community  development  project. 
Instead  of  tools  or  money,  the  volunteers 
brought  only  knowledge  and  methods.  ' 
As  Mr.  West  told  Manila’s  Central 
United  Methodist  congregation,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group  came  to  “offer  whatev¬ 


er  expertise”  they  had  to  “help  Filipinos 
make  whatever  difference”  they  could. 

The  pilot  development-by-consult  pro¬ 
gram  was  initiated  three  years  ago  by 
UM  Bishop  Emerito  Nacpil  (Manila  Area) 
when  he  invited  a  U.S.  team  led  by  the 
Rev.  George  Holcombe,  consultant  for  de¬ 
velopment  in  the  North  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  to  come  to  the  Philippines. 

The  objective  was  to  help  a  resettle¬ 
ment  barangay  (low-income  area)  south 
of  Manila  take  charge  of  its  own  devel¬ 
opment  by  applying  modern-world  meth¬ 
odology  to  its  Third-World  problems. 

Process  tightly  scheduled 

The  consultation  method  of  communi¬ 
ty  development  is  a  tightly  scheduled 


process  involving  every  adult  resident 
wishing  to  participate.  It  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  used  in  villages  and  small  com¬ 
munities  throughout  Southeast  Asia  for 
more  than  15  years. 

The  process  is  based  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  that  the  difference  between  poverty 
and  wealth  is  not  money  or  education  but 
methods,  Mr.  Holcombe  said. 

In  three  years  the  number  of  Philip¬ 
pine  barangays  participating  in  the  five- 
day  consult  process  has  grown  to  nine. 
Three  more  have  requested  consults  for 
the  coming  year. 

Consultants  offer  encouragement  and 
advice  by  working  with  residents  in 
small  special-interest  groups  (usually 
education,  health,  housing,  and  econom¬ 
ics).  The  objective  is  to  help  residents  en¬ 
vision  improvements,  set  priorities, 
develop  strategies  for  overcoming  obsta¬ 
cles  and  work  out  steps  for  accomplish¬ 
ing  goals. 

In  the  barangay  (barrio)  of  San  Felipe, 
an  old,  established  community  some  72 
miles  north  of  Manila,  resident  Myrna 
Mercado  said  that  one  of  the  notable  dif¬ 
ferences  made  by  the  1987  consultation 
was  a  new  attitude  of  reconciliation  and 
cooperation  between  Roman  Catholics 
and  Protestants. 

In  a  three-day,  miniconsultation,  the 
1988  consultants  joined  residents  in  cele¬ 
brating  that  and  other  accomplishments 
of  the  past  year  and  then  in  setting  new 
goals  and  developing  strategies  for  ac¬ 
complishing  them. 

Since  the  early-1988  consultation,  a 
credit  and  development  co-op  has  been 
registered;  a  land  bank  loan  for  farmers 
has  been  arranged;  the  health  group  has 
sponsored  a  drug-education  project;  the 
education  group  has  launched  a  fund¬ 
raising  project  to  start  a  kindergarten  in 
the  barangay;  and  the  Manila  Area  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  coordinating  board  for  the 
development  project  has  done  a  survey 
of  the  need  for  water  wells  and  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  proposal  for  obtaining  funding. 

For  one  widow,  a  job 

On  a  personal  level,  the  1988  consulta¬ 
tion  in  the  squatter  barangay  of  Rowe- 
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ROWENA’S  GARDEN,  Philippines— Francisca  Cudal  has  the  promise  of 
a  job  because  of  a  United  Methodist-sponsored  community  development-by¬ 
consultation  project  in  her  community.  The  unemployed  widow  has  been 
struggling  to  rear  her  granddaughter,  Florenda  Bastida,  since  Florenda’s 
mother  died  at  age  21  from  typhoid  fever  because  the  nearest  health  care 
was  “one  peso  and  a  jeepney  ride  away.”  Mrs.  Cudal  is  to  be  employed  as  a 
laundress  at  the  nearby  new  campus  of  a  Methodist-related  college. 


Nicaraguan  ‘peace  convoy’  drivers 
not  worried  in  face  of  prosecution 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Two  United  Methodist  peace  activists 
who  defied  U.S.  law  this  summer  by  de¬ 
livering  pickup  trucks  to  Nicaragua  said 
they  aren’t  worried  that  they  might  be 
prosecuted. 

If  they  are  prosecuted  and  convicted, 
Carol  Cavness  Walker  of  Austin,  Texas, 
and  the  Rev.  Eric  F.  Swanfeldt  of  Uncas- 
ville.  Conn.,  could  face  fines  of  up  to 
$50,000  and  be  sentenced  to  up  to  10 
years  in  prison  for  violations  of  the  Nica¬ 
raguan  Trade  Embargo  Act  of  1985. 


STUDY/TRAVEL  SEMINAR 
TO  THE  PHILIPPINES 

March  31-April  19,  1989 

The  purpose  of  the  trip  is  to  prepare  per¬ 
sons  to  give  leadership  to  the  National 
Ecumenical  Mission  Study  during  1989- 
90.  The  host  agency  is  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  of  the  Philippines. 
Leaders  are  James  Palm  and  Robert 
Reber.  Contact:  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary,  3041  Broadway,  New  York, 
NY,  10027.  Phone:  (212)  6624315. 


“I  feel  that  we  did  the  right  thing,  al¬ 
though  we  are  all  very  curious  as  to 
whether  there  will  be  legal  repercus¬ 
sions,”  said  Ms.  Walker,  a  peace-and-jus- 
tice  educator  in  the  Southwest  Texas 
Annual  Conference  who  is“sponsored  by 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

Mr.  Swanfeldt  echoed  Ms.  Walker’s 
sentiments. 

“It  made  it  kind  of  an  exciting  thing 
that  people  were  willing  to  take  any  ac¬ 
tion  that  was  necessary,  regardless  of 
the  consequences,  and  said  that  whatev¬ 
er  the  government  threatens  or  tries  to 
do  or  does  later  on,  will  not  keep  us  from 
getting  aid  to  people  who  need  it,”  he 
told  the  Reporter. 

Officials  unavailable 

Officials  with  the  Foreign  Assets 
Department  of  the  U.S.  Treasury  Depart- 


NATIVITIES 

•  For  Sale — 9  pc.  outdoor  nativities. 

I  Handpainted.  Free  Brochure. 

•  $750  +  Shipping 

•  Shearl  Products,  Rt.  #  1.  Box  46  A 

•  Melvin.  IL  60952.  (217)  388-2894 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  51  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
525  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
510  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance 

YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Minister- 
Director.  Full-time.  Growing  1500  plus-member 
church  in  Tampa  Bay  area.  Salary:  523,000  pack¬ 
age  plus  rental  value  of  parsonage.  Send  resume 
and  references:  Heritage  United  Methodist  Church. 

WANTED:  DIRECTOR  FOR  SHIPROCK  HOME 
for  women  and  children.  Experience  necessary 
Send  resume  to.  P  O  Box  1805.  Shiprock.  NM  87420 
or  call  (505)368-5124. 

2680  Landmark  Drive.  Clearwater,  FL  34621 
Phone:  (813)  796-1329. 

ACCOMPANIMENT  BOOK  FOR  "Lift  Everj 

RED  BIRD  FALL  COLOR /ENCOUNTER.  October 
16-20.  Camp  O'  Cumberlands.  565  total.  Mission 
tours;  local  artisans;  spiritual  renewal.  30  limit. 
Reservations  (606)  598-5915,  Ruth  Wiertzema. 

Winston.  Tulsa,  OK  74112  in  preparing  "Joyful 
Noise  ',  160-page  intergenerational  songs  fun  and 
faith  for  churches,  out  soon?  Needed! 

DIRECTOR  OF  CAMPS  AND  CONFERENCES. 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  Conference.  Executive  re¬ 
sponsible  for  ministries  at  three  sites-1,100  acres 
and  30.000  year-round  camper  days.  Contact:  Dr 
Robert  Daughertv,  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box  820, 
Valley  Forge,  PA  19482  before  October  19. 

WANTED:  YOUTH  DIRECTOR.  First  United 
Methodist  Church.  Fort  Myers.  FL.  Salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  full  medical  and  pension  benefits.  Contact; 
Box  809.  Ft  Myers,  FL  33902 

MINISTER-DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  Program  Ministries  for  1200-member  church. 
Interested  in  someone  with  administrative  and 
programatic  skills.  Submit  resume  and  3  refer¬ 
ences  to:  Dr.  T.  Leo  Brannon.  214  Church  Street. 
Selma,  AL  36701. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR  2500-member 
church  needs  dynamic,  experienced  youth  director. 
Splendid  ongoing  program  in  place.  Send  resume  to: 
First  UMC,  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  75606. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  UM  Neighborhood 
Services,  Philadelphia,  PA.  MSW  plus  5  years  ex¬ 
perience  or  education/experience  equivalencies. 
Strong  program  development  skills  a  must.  Send 
resume  by  10/31:  Search  Committee.  Tioga  UMC, 
Broad  &  Westmoreland  Sts..  Philadelphia,  PA 
19140 

ing  United  Methodist  church  of  2400  *  members. 
New  position  requiring  Christian  commitment,  de¬ 
gree  or  equivalent  business  experience  and  excel¬ 
lent  people  skills.  Responsible  for  financial, 
facilities  and  office  management,  as  well  as  per¬ 
sonnel  management.  Salary  and  benefits  negotia¬ 
ble  based  on  qualifications.  Submit  resume  and 
references  before  October  5,  1988  to:  Dale  Sells, 
Lake  Magdalene  United  Methodist.  13102  Lake 
Magdalene  Blvd.,  Tampa,  FL  33618. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  UNITED  Methodist-re¬ 
lated  community  center  seeking  person  to  plan,  di¬ 
rect  and  coordinate  development/administration 
of  all  program  activities,  property  maintenance, 
personnel  development/management,  financial 
management,  fund  raising.  Requirements:  degree 
in  social  sciences  or  business  management;  experi¬ 
ence  in  personnel  management,  successful  grant 
writing,  fund  raising,  budget  control;  initiative; 
commitment  to  mission/outreach  ministries  of 
United  Methodist  Church.  Excellent  communica¬ 
tion  skills  in  Spanish/English  preferred.  Salary  ne¬ 
gotiable.  Must  be  willing  to  relocate  to  San 
Marcos.  Send  resumes  (and  if  desired,  audio  or  vid¬ 
eo  tape).  Southside  Community  Center,  c/o  Mary 
Compton.  Box  341.  San  Marcos.  TX  78667,  by  Octo¬ 
ber  10.  1988 

VISIT  CHINA.  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL.  16  days, 
six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1,  1989.  For  bro¬ 
chure  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

THE  UNIVERSITY'S  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  Theology 
and  Religious  Studies  now  offers  structured  non- 
residential  programs  leading  to  the  award  of  certif¬ 
icates,  bachelor's,  master's,  and  doctoral  degrees. 
Special  executive  DD  and  STD.  and  church  music 
programs  now  also  available.  To  obtain  the  school's 
new  special  catalog,  call  or  write:  Fairfax  Universi¬ 
ty  (Theology  Programs),  2900  Energy  Centre.  New 
Orleans.  LA  70163.  Tel:  (504)  585-7303.  1 

POSITIONS  OPEN  SUPERVISOR  OF  Children's 
Homes-  responsible  for  supervision  of  total  child 
care  program,  staff,  and  facilities.  Bachelor's  de¬ 
gree  in  social  work  required  plus  3  years  experi- 
ence.  COUNSELOR-  responsible  for  individual  and 
group  counseling  support  for  teenage  clients  and 
staff.  Bachelor's  degree  in  counseling  and  experi¬ 
ence  Send  resume  promptly  to:  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  Henderson  Settlement,  P.O.  Box  205,  Frakes, 
KY  40940.  (606)337-3613. 

SERMONS  WANTED!  NEW  YORK-BASED  pub¬ 
lishing  company  will  publish  your  sermons  free  if 
you  can  sell  130  copies  of  your  books!  Welstar  Pub¬ 
lications  (212)  928-7528. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O  Box  55712.  Dept.  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smokies. 
Near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view  Complete¬ 
ly  furnished  efficiencies  5145  week,  5450  four  weeks. 
Winter  availability  Clayton  Calhoun,  Drawer  1138. 
Waynesville,  NC  28786  f/04)  627-6067, 627-9507  ! 

FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Educa¬ 
tion  with  responsibility  for  educational  ministry 
for  newborns  through  adults  in  energetic  1200- 
member  church  In  San  Jose  metropolitan  area. 

Professional  training,  proven  competency  In 
Christian  education,  ability  to  work  as  part  of  a 
team  needed.  For  application  write:  Roberta  Cor¬ 
son,  First  UMC.  P.O  Box  875,  Campbell,  CA  95009 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

ment,  which  has  responsibility  for  enforc¬ 
ing  the  embargo,  weren’t  available  for 
comment. 

But  court  documents  filed  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  indicated  that  it  hasn’t  decided 
whether  to  prosecute  the  two,  said  an  at¬ 
torney  representing  the  convoy  organizers. 

The  “convoyists"  claim  that  the  vehi¬ 
cles— mostly  pickup  trucks— were  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid,  said  Gerry  Condon,  a  na¬ 
tional  coordinator  for  the  Veterans  Peace 
Convoy,  which  sponsored  the  convoy. 

Convoy  organizers  claim  that  the  U.S. 
government  defined  the  embargo’s  aid 
restrictions  “too  narrowly,”  he  said. 

U.S.  Customs  officials  maintained  that 
under  terms  of  the  act,  the  group  could 
take  food,  clothing  and  medical  supplies 
to  Nicaragua  but  couldn’t  legally  leave 
the  vehicles  in  the  country. 

Mr.  Condon  said  one  convoy  mem¬ 
ber— David  Tuttle  of  Davis,  Calif.  — 
claimed  he  was  threatened  with  prosecu¬ 
tion  by  U.S.  Customs  officials  at  Los  An¬ 
geles  International  Airport  upon  his 
return  from  Nicaragua. 

“I  think  the  government  is  on  ex¬ 
tremely  weak  ground,  politically  and  le¬ 
gally,”  he  said.  “For  those  two  reasons, 
and  because  we  are  (military)  veterans,  I 
just  think  we  will  not  be  prosecuted.” 

He  predicted  that  prosecution  of  any 
convoy  members  would  provoke  a  public 
outcry. 

Organizers  seek  ruling 

The  Veterans  Peace  Convoy  has  filed 
suit  in  the  federal  district  court  at  Lare¬ 
do  seeking  to  overturn  the  interpretation 
of  the  embargo  by  customs  officials. 

Convoy  members  are  hoping  for  a  rul¬ 
ing  in  their  favor  from  U.S.  District 
Judge  George  P.  Kazen  of  Laredo,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Stephen  Somerstein,  a  New 
York  attorney  representing  the  Veterans 
Peace  Convoy. 

“The  government  is  not  likely  to  pros¬ 
ecute  in  the  face  of  an  unfavorable  rul¬ 
ing,”  said  Mr.  Somerstein. 

"In  their  most  recently  filed  court  pa¬ 
pers,  they  said  they  had  not  made  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  prosecute,  but  they  couched  the 
language  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  rule  out 
prosecution.” 

Beginning  May  21,  the  Veterans  Peace 
Convoy  started  to  assemble  drivers  and 
vehicles.  It  ended  up  with  37  vehicles  and 
30  tons  of  cargo  at  the  Texas-Mexico 
border  at  Laredo. 

Stopped  at  the  border  by  U.S.  Customs 
officials,  some  drivers  turned  around 
and  went  to  Washington  to  protest. 

Eventually,  16  trucks,  their  drivers  and 
passengers  returned  to  Laredo,  crossed 
the  border  and  traveled  to  Nicaragua. 

Among  trucks  delivered  to  Nicaragua 
were  two  vehicles  donated  by  the  South¬ 
ern  New  England  Annual  Conference,  of 
which  Mr.  Swanfeldt  is  a  member,  and  a 
vehicle  donated  by  Ms.  Walker. 

During  the  height  of  the  controversy 
surrounding  the  convoy,  several  United 
Methodist  bishops,  the  church’s  General 
Board  of  Church  and  Society  and  offi¬ 
cials  of  at  least  five  annual  conferences 
spoke  out  supporting  the  group’s  effort 
to  deliver  the  trucks  and  supplies. 

Mr.  Swanfeldt  said  the  journey  to  deliv¬ 
er  the  trucks  to  community  and  church 
agencies  in  Nicaragua  was  worth  the  diffi¬ 
culties  convoy  members  encountered. 
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SAN  FELIPE,  Philippines— Dallas  accountant  Fred  Jordan  advises  participants  in  a  recent  United  Methodist- 
sponsored  community  development  consultation  on  ways  to  improve  the  village  economy. 


na’s  Garden  near  Taytay,  east  of  Manila, 
brought  Francisca  Cudal  the  promise  of 
a  job. 

Ms.  Cudal,  a  widow,  had  been  strug¬ 
gling  to  rear  her  granddaughter,  whose 
mother  died  at  age  21  of  typhoid  because 
medical  aid  was  "one  peso  and  a  jeepney 
ride  away.” 

When  United  Methodist-related  Harris 
Memorial  College  moves  later  in  1988  to 
its  new  campus  near  Rowena’s  Garden, 
Mrs.  Cudal  is  to  become  a  laundress  for 
the  dormitory. 

As  facilitator  for  the  Rowena’s  Garden 
consultation  and  its  follow-up  develop¬ 
ment,  the  college’s  outreach  department 
is  also  to  make  a  difference  to  other  resi¬ 
dents  whose  vision  for  the  community  in¬ 
cludes  such  things  as  classes  in  primary 
health  care  and  vocational  training. 

After  consultants  leave,  each  baran¬ 
gay  continues  to  work  with  a  coordinator 
or  an  organization  (such  as  Harris  Me¬ 
morial  College  in  the  case  of  Rowena’s 

the 

church 

today 

NCC  communicator  joining 
Yale  Divinity  faculty 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)-The  Rev. 
William  F.  Fore  has  resigned  as  head 
of  the  Communications  Commission 
of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
effective  Dec.  31,  to  join  the  faculty  of 
Yale  Divinity  School  in  the  area  of 
communications. 

In  submitting  his  resignation,  the 
United  Methodist  minister  noted  that 
he  will  have  headed  the  agency  for 
exactly  25  years,  beginning  as  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  old  Broadcasting 
and  Film  Commission  Jan.  1, 1964. 

Dr.  Fore  is  also  president  of  the 
World  Association  for  Christian  Com¬ 
munication  and  chairs  the  National 
Coalition  Against  Censorship.  His 
most  recent  book  is  “Television  and 
Religion:  The  Shaping  of  Faith,  Val¬ 
ues  and  Culture,”  published  last  year. 

UM  peace  activist  heading 
for  teaching  post  in  China 

AUSTIN,  Texas  (UMR) — A  United 
Methodist  who  recently  took  a  pickup 
truck  to  Nicaragua  as  part  of  a  con¬ 
troversial  Veterans  Peace  Convoy  is 
to  begin  teaching  English  in  China 
next  year. 

Carol  Cavness  Walker  of  Austin,  a 
United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  peace-with-justice 
educator  in  the  Southwest  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  is  to  be  stationed  in 
Nanjing,  China,  for  two  years,  start¬ 
ing  Feb.  1, 1989. 

Ms.  Walker,  a  former  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionary,  is  to  join  two  United 
Methodists  missionaries— Franklin  R. 
and  Martha  R.  Kuhlman— in  a  special 
program  coordinated  through  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Churches  and  the 
Amity  Foundation. 

Like  the  Kuhlmans,  Ms.  Walker  is 
to  be  employed  as  a  United  Methodist 
missionary  on  assignment  from  the 
UM  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  but  assigned  through  the  Amity 
Foundation,  an  ecumenical  church 
agency  representing  the  Protestant 
Church  in  China. 

Two  Atlanta  schools 
plan  to  merge  in  1989 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Clark  Col¬ 
lege  in  Atlanta,  one  of  the  11  histori¬ 
cally  black  United  Methodist  colleges, 
will  merge  with  Atlanta  University  to 
form  a  single  institution  by  mid-1989, 
Clark's  president  announced  Sept.  15. 

Dr.  Thomas  Cole,  who  took  the 
helm  at  Clark  in  January,  told  the 
Council  of  Presidents  of  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  black  colleges  that  trustees  of 
both  schools  united  July  1  as  Clark- 
Atlanta  University  Inc.  That  entity 
will  work  during  the  next  year  to 
flesh  out  plans  for  uniting  the  two 
schools,  probably  by  July  1989. 

The  new  Clark-Atlanta  University 
will  likely  have  about  3,000  students: 
at  least  2,000  undergraduates  and 
1,000  graduates.  Dr.  Cole  expressed 
hope  that  the  new  school  will  main¬ 
tain  affiliation  with  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  the  Black  College 
Fund,  as  has  Clark. 


Garden).  The  coordinators  monitor  and 
facilitate  progress  of  the  development 
plan  the  barangay  has  made. 

That  help  may  take  the  form  of  put¬ 
ting  barangay  leaders  in  touch  with  local 
or  government  authorities  or  organiza¬ 
tions  that  can  provide  various  kinds  of 
assistance. 

Coordinating  board  continues 

In  addition,  a  United  Methodist  coordi¬ 
nating  board  has  been  set  up  to  do  long- 
range  planning  for  the  development 
program  and  provide  overall  direction 
and  funding  for  special  projects,  such  as 
a  5,000  peso  ($250)  loan  to  launch  a  proj- 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

With  the  eyes  of  the  world  focused  on 
the  Korean  peninsula  and  the  Summer 
Olympics  last  week,  a  conservative  reli¬ 
gious  think-tank  delivered  a  stinging 
criticism  of  two  mainline  church  groups' 
views  on  North  and  South  Korea. 

But  while  the  two  ecumenical  church 
groups— both  supported  by  the  United 
Methodist  Church— came  in  for  sharp 
criticism,  the  denomination  itself  got 
good  marks  for  its  Korea  policy. 

The  Washington-based  Institute  of  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Democracy  said  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  in  Korea 
and  the  National  Council  of  Churches  are 
“fixated”  on  reunifying  the  Koreas. 

In  their  pursuit  of  that  vision,  an  insti¬ 
tute  official  said,  they  ignore  North  Ko¬ 
rea’s  brutal  communist  regime  and  its 
systematic  religious  repression.  Instead, 
they  place  the  blame  on  South  Korea  and 
the  presence  of  U.S.  troops  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  division. 

UM  stand  praised 

By  contrast,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  was  praised  for  “a  resolution 
which  stands  as  the  most  forthright,  judi¬ 
cious  U.S.  church  contribution  to  the  dis¬ 
cussion  of  Korean  reunification.” 

Alan  Wisdom,  the  institute’s  research 
director,  said  the  resolution,  approved  by 
the  1988  General  Conference— United 
Methodism’s  top  legislative  body — draws 
a  sharp  distinction  between  the  progress 
of  democracy  in  the  two  Koreas. 

“The  resolution  sets  forth,  too,  the  nec¬ 
essary  connection  between  freedom  and 
reunification,  stressing  the  importance  of 
open  social  institutions,  including  free¬ 
dom  for  press,  academic,  religious,  and 
cultural  activities,  in  order  to  build  a 
strong,  unified  Korea,’  ”  said  Mr.  Wisdom. 

“The  North  American  Coalition  seems 
to  have  become  so  fixated  on  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  division  of  Korea  that  it  sees  only 
shadows  over  all  that  has  been  achieved 
in  the  South.” 

Achievements  being  ignored  include  a 
"booming”  economy  and  a  newly  in¬ 
stalled  democratic  government,  he  said. 

The  coalition  also  discounts  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  Christian 
church  in  that  country,  saying  most  of 
South  Korea’s  25  million  Christians  are  not 
"actively  engaged  in  the  struggle  for  jus- 


ect  in  San  Felipe  to  raise  money  for  q 
kindergarten  by  selling  school  supplies 
at  the  beginning  of  the  school  year. 

Members  of  the  coordinating  board 
also  serve  as  consultants,  working  witl^ 
the  consultants  from  overseas.  In  fact;’ 
Americans  are  no  longer  the  main  even£ 
in  the  consults,  Mr.  Holcombe  said. 

Filipino  consultants  hold  the  key  to  th^ 
future,  he  said.  “They  are  part  of  a  bur; 
geoning  group  of  Filipinos  who  are  put*' 
ting  their  lives  on  the  line  for  th£ 
barangays— a  kind  of  Philippine  Peace 
Corps,”  he  said. 

Ms.  Sappington  is  a  former  associate 
editor  of  the  Reporter. 


tice  and  human  rights,”  said  Mr.  Wisdom. 

Instead,  the  coalition  focuses  on  what  its 
official  statement  describes  as  the  “cen¬ 
tral  tragedy  of  modern-day  Korea”— the 
division  of  Korea  into  north  and  south— 
and  portrays  the  United  States  as  the  synv 
bol  of  exploitation,  he  said. 

NCC  echoes  view 

That  latter  view,  expressed  during  a 
congressional  hearing  by  a  National 
Council  of  Churches’  staff  member,  drew 
a  sharp  retort  from  a  United  Methodist 
congressman,  U.S.  Rep.  Robert  Torricel¬ 
li,  D-N.  J.,  said  Mr.  Wisdom. 

Mr.  Torricelli  reportedly  rebuked  Doro¬ 
thy  Ogle,  an  official  of  the  NCC’s  Korea 
Peace  and  Reunification  unit,  for  saying 
she  doubted  the  sincerity  of  South  Korean 
President  Roh  Tae  Woo  and  for  calling  U.S. 
policy  “a  major  obstacle  to  the  success  of 
bilateral  talks”  between  North  and  South. 

Calling  her  testimony  "a  real  disser¬ 
vice,”  Mr.  Torricelli  told  Ms.  Ogle,  “I 
frankly  found  so  much  of  your  remarks 
out  of  what  is  currently  the  range  of 
thinking  or  discussion  in  this  country.” 

Mr.  Wisdom  insists  that  even  most  Ko¬ 
rean  Christians  don’t  agree  with  the  posi¬ 
tion  being  advocated  by  the  coalition  and 
its  supporters. 

Criticism  not  heard  in  Seoul 

“Denouncing  South  Korea  categorical¬ 
ly,  ignoring  or  praising  North  Korea  and 
urging  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops  does 
not  play  well  in  Seoul,”  he  said. 

Even  the  National  Council  of 
Churches,  in  a  study  book  on  Korea,  ad¬ 
mits  as  much,  said  the  analyst  for  the 
conservative  institute. 

He  said  one  Korean-American  United 
Methodist  minister,  the  Rev.  Peter  Sun, 
believes  sufficient  care  has  often  not 
been  taken  in  the  church  campaign  for 
Korean  reunification. 

"They  never  call  Kim  II  Sung  a  dicta¬ 
tor,  but  when  they  come  to  South  Korea, 
they  say:  ‘Look  here!  This  is  a  military 
dictatorship!’  Mr.  Wisdom  quotes  Mr. 
Sun  as  saying.  “I  think  they  should  mea¬ 
sure  both  North  Korea  and  South  Korea 
with  the  same  yardstick.” 

Mr.  Sun  led  the  successful  effort  of  the 
Korean-American  United  Methodist  cau¬ 
cus  to  amend  the  General  Conference 
resolution  on  Korea,  which  resembled 
the  NCC’s  stated  position  before  it  was 
revised  in  committee. 
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EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter."  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
214/630-6495  


‘Conservative’  analysis 
gives  UMC  good  marks 
for  its  Korea  policy 
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Jamaica  Hurricane  Relief  Offering 


The  Council  on  Finance  and  Administration  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  has 
designated  Sunday,  October  16,  for  receiving  a  special  offering  to  help  with  the 
needs  caused  by  the  damage  from  Hurricane  Gilbert.  Offerings  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  will  go  to  help  with  restoration  of  the  St.  Ann's  Bay 
Church  in  Jamaica.  This  church  and  Wesley  College,  which  is  a  project  of  St. 
Ann's  Bay  Church,  is  an  Advance  Special  of  our  conference  and  has  been  the 
recipient  of  work  crews  representing  Volunteers  In  Mission  from  Louisiana. 
All  gifts  will  be  used  directly  to  assist  the  hurricane  victims  and  the  rehabilita¬ 
tion  of  facilities  at  St.  Anne's  Bay. 

Send  offerings  to  Conference  Treasurer,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 
LA  70802.  Mark  your  check  Jamaican  Relief,  and  make  payable  to  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Annual  Conference. 


Two  Conference  Youth  selected  for  Russian  Peace  Trip 


;  Two  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Con¬ 
ference  youth  are  gearing  up  for  a  very 
important  journey.  Jamie  Musick  and 
Todd  Soileau  have  been  selected  to  rep¬ 
resent  the  Louisiana  Conference  as  part 
of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  on  a 
Peace  Trip  to  the  Soviet  Union,  from 
July  17-August  12, 1989. 


Jamie  Musick 


Applications  were  taken  from  across 
the  Conference  and  youth  had  to  answer 
three  questions  regarding  the  trip  and 
send  a  letter  of  recommendation  from 
their  pastors.  The  competition  for  the 
two  slots  was  narrowed  to  seven  and  a 
selection  committee  composed  of  three 
youth  and  two  adults  made  the  final 


Todd  Soileau 


It’s  a  Matter 


of  Faith! 


As  most  of  the  churches  of  Louisiana  Methodism  prepare  for  their  annual 
stewardship  drives,  several  memories  come  into  focus: 

First  is  that  of  a  young  couple  in  a  church  I  served.  As  I  sat  in  their  home 
talking  about  some  exciting  plans  for  a  new  educational  building,  I  asked  them 
when  the  new  couch,  they  had  saved  for  so  long,  would  be  delivered.  (When  I 
had  been  in  their  home  talking  about  their  joining  the  church  some  months 
earlier,  they  apologized  for  their  living  room  couch  and  said  they  were  order¬ 
ing  a  new  one.)  The  couple  awkwardly  said  that  they  had  canceled  the  order. 
Then  I  remembered  that  they  had  made  the  largest  pledge  to  the  new  building 
as  well  as  continuing  to  give  a  tithe  of  their  income  to  the  church.  And  they 
were  both  blue-collar  workers!  My  first  reaction  was  to  urge  them  to  go  ahead 
and  get  their  new  couch.  Then  I  realized  that  this  was  really  a  matter  of  faith 
to  them;  that  they  truly  believed  that  their  checkbook  follows  their  priorities! 

Then  there  is  the  memory  of  our  neighbor  who  was  a  full-time  custodian.  He 
would  cash  his  paycheck  each  month,  bring  home  the  money  and  he  and  his 
wife  would  carefully  put  a  portion  in  each  envelope  with  old  pencil-written 
labels  entitled  "church,”  “savings,"  "groceries,”  "utilities,”  "clothes,”  etc.  I 
will  never  forget  sitting  around  their  kitchen  table  and  drinking  coffee  as  they 
very  naturally  placed  funds  into  the  proper  slot.  My  first  reaction  was  to 
suggest  that  they  had  no  envelope  for  "fun”  or  “recreation,”  both  of  which  I 
believe  was  essential  for  a  healthy  life.  But  then  I  realized  that  this  was  a  faith 
matter  to  them  and  by  the  ordering  of  their  funds  they  were  really  offering 
themselves  to  God.  They  truly  believed  that  their  checkbook  followed  their 
priorities! 

Finally,  there  is  the  memory  of  when  Marilyn  and  I  first  decided  that  the 
tithe  was  to  be  our  witness  of  faith.  We  had  debated  whether  we  should  begin 
with  3%,  then  move  to  5%  and  eventually  to  10%  giving.  But  as  we  agonized, 
we  realized  that  the  tithe  is  the  biblical  standard  of  giving,  that  I  could  not 
preach  what  I  did  not  practice,  and  that  we  United  Methodists  had  been  silent 
on  the  tithe  far  too  long.  So  we  jumped  in  as  full  tithers. 

There  was  a  time  when  I  would  apologetically  ask  our  members  to  give  to 
the  church.  I  had  a  “whatever-you-want-to-give-will-be-appreciated  attitude." 
No  longer!  As  I  learned  the  joy  of  giving,  and  as  I  gained  confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  distribution  of  funds,  I  enthusi¬ 
astically  began  urging  our  members  to  give  to  the  best  bargain  in  town  —  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  next  few  weeks  will  be  decision-making  days  for  our  families.  The  times 
are  tough,  the  area  is  economically  depressed,  and  many  organizations  are 
pushing  hard  to  meet  budgets  and  goals. 

But  it  is  really  a  matter  of  faith.  Not  how  much  we  give,  but  how  we  give;  it’s 
whether  we  give  a  token  amount  or  affirm  the  truth  of  the  Gospel  with  our 
tithe. 

Let  us  pray  for  faithful  response  to  our  annual  stewardship  drives. 

1 


UMW  reschedule 


Annual  Meeting 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  United  Methodist  Women,  which  was  cancelled  due  to 
Hurricane  Gibert,  will  be  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Pineville,  in 
connection  with  District  Elected  Leaders  Training,  Saturday,  October  15, 1988. 

Registration  will  begin  at  9  a.m.  with  the  meeting  convening  at  9:30  a.m. 

The  women  of  the  Pineville  United  Methodist  Women  will  serve  lunch  for  $4 
each.  Reservations  should  be  made  through  District  Presidents  by  Tuesday, 
October  11,  1988. 

District  Elected  Leaders  Training  will  follow  the  Annual  Meeting. 


choices.  Also  selected  was  an  alternate, 
Carey  David. 

Thirty-six  youth  and  six  adult  leaders 
from  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  will 
go  to  Russia  as  citizen  diplomats  in  the 
summer  of  1989.  This  trip  will  give  the 
participants  the  opportunity  to  meet  oth¬ 
er  youth  and  other  people  in  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  in  the  Soviet  Union.  They 
will  also  be  able  to  share  mutual  inter¬ 
ests  in  healthy  ways  to  work  toward  a 
peaceful  world  and  then  report  back 
their  experiences  and  impressions  to  the 
churches  and  people  of  the  United  States 
and  thus  complete  a  circle  of  love  for 
God’s  creation. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  the  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  will  have  an  additional  opening 
available.  Should  that  happen,  the  alter¬ 
nate  will  have  the  opportunity  to  partici¬ 
pate,  if  the  funds  for  the  trip  can  be 
raised. 

Jamie  Musick  is  a  member  of  First 
UMC  in  Crowley,  where  she  serves  on 
the  Council  on  Ministries,  Council  on 
Education,  Administrative  Board  and  is 
a  member  of  the  UMYF.  Beyond  the  lo¬ 
cal  church,  she  serves  on  the  District 


Youth  Council  as  vice  president,  on  the 
Conference  Youth  Council  as  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  Lake  Charles  district,  as 
Youth  Representative  to  the  Conference 
Commission  on  Status  and  Role  of  Wom¬ 
en  and  Conference  Youth  Representative 
on  the  Design  Team  for  the  1990  Spiritu¬ 
al  Life  Rally. 

Jamie  is  currently  a  junior  at  Crowley 
High  School  where  she  is  a  member  of 
the  French  Club,  the  Science  Club,  SADD 
and  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

The  second  youth  chosen  to  make  the 
trip  is  Todd  Soileau.  Todd  is  a  member  of 
Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  where  he 
has  served  on  several  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  committees  and  is  presently  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  Evangelism  Committee.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  UMYF  at  Ingleside 
where  he  has  been  elected  president  for 
this  school  year.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  District  Council  on  Youth  Minis¬ 
tries  for  the  past  five  years.  During  that 
time  he  has  served  as  District  CYM  pres¬ 
ident  and  YSF  chairperson.  Todd  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Conference  Coun¬ 
cil  on  Youth  Ministries  for  the  past  four 
years.  He  now  holds  the  office  of  presi¬ 
dent.  Todd  is  serving  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 


ference  as  a  representative  on  the  Board 
of  Church  and  Society,  Board  of  Laity 
and  Conference  Council  on  Ministries.  He 
is  a  senior  this  year  at  Walker  High 
School. 

The  alternate,  Carey  David,  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  UMC  in  New  Roads.  Due  to 
the  size  of  her  church,  her  youth  activi¬ 
ties  have  been  limited.  However,  she 
does  help  teach  Sunday  School  and  works 
in  the  church  nursery  whenever  needed. 
Carey  is  a  junior  in  high  school,  where 
she  participates  in  the  Honor  Society  and 
is  listed  in  "Who’s  Who  Among  American 
High  School  Students.”  She  has  competed 
in  district  and  state  rallies  in  Civics  and 
in  the  LISA  rally  in  World  History.  She 
has  been  a  member  of  the  high  school 
dance  team  for  the  past  two  years  and  is 
again  this  year.  Carey  is  on  the  staff  of 
the  high  school  newspaper  and  is  active  in 
civic  affairs  such  as  being  on  the  phone 
lines  for  the  Muscular  Dystrophy  Associa¬ 
tion  Telethon  on  Labor  Day  weekend. 

By  accepting  a  position  on  the  Soviet 
Mission  Team,  representatives  dedicate 
themselves  to  the  goals  of  building 
greater  understanding  of  the  problems  of 
the  world  and  the  possibilities  of  peace¬ 


ful  solutions  as  they  relate  to  the  United 
States  and  Russia,  to  promote  peace  and 
world  order  through  cultural  exchange 
with  the  youth  of  the  Soviet  Union  and  to 
learn  of  the  mission  of  the  church  in  the 
wider  world  through  this  experience. 

A  great  deal  is  expected  of  these  youth 
chosen  to  make  the  trip.  They  will  be  re¬ 
quired  to  complete  certain  readings  pri¬ 
or  to  the  trip  and  will  be  de-briefed  upon 
their  return,  helping  them  to  prepare  for 
the  presentations  they  will  be  expected 
to  give  back  home.  Each  participant  will 
be  expected  to  give  four  such  reports  af¬ 
ter  the  trip. 

The  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Min¬ 
istries  will  contribute  $1,000  per  person 
to  help  with  the  trip.  However,  additional 
funding  is  needed 

Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
President  Janelle  McCammon  thinks  the 
project  would  be  a  wonderful  outreach 
for  a  UMW  unit  that  has  participated  in 
the  Russia  study. 

Any  group  or  individual  interested  in 
helping  to  make  this  trip  possible,  please 
send  your  contributions  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Youth  Coordinator,  527  North  Bou¬ 
levard.  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


Sixth  Annual  Peace  with  Justice  Week  set  for  Oct.  14-24 


There  was  a  surging  sense  of  new  pow¬ 
er  in  the  air  when  11  national  religious 
bodies  issued  "A  Call  to  Common  Wit¬ 
ness  and  Action”  during  the  first  nation¬ 
al  Peace  with  Justice  Week  in  1983.  Just 
one  year  earlier,  a  million  people  had 
gathered  in  New  York  City  and  other  cit¬ 
ies  around  the  country  demanding  nucle¬ 
ar  disarmament.  There  was  a  growing 
awareness  of  the  connections  between 
militarism  and  social  justice. 

Since  its  beginnings.  Peace  with  Jus¬ 
tice  Week  has  focused  consistently  on  the 
call  for  a  reexamination  of  our  nation’s 
domestic  and  international  priorities.  It 
has  done  so,  in  large  measure  by  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  linkages  between  issues  of 
peace  and  social  justice. 

Five  years  later,  the  rushing,  leaping, 
clamourous  stream  that  began  the  Week 
has  moved  beyond  the  rapids  into  a 
broad  and  powerful  river.  Grassroots  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  Week  grows  dramati¬ 
cally  with  each  passing  year,  embracing 
more  and  more  fully  the  wholistic  reali¬ 
ty  of  God’s  Shalom;  a  reality  that  under¬ 
stands  there  is  not  peace  without  justice, 
and  no  justice  without  peace. 

The  sixth  annual  Peace  with  Justice 
Week  provides  a  glimpse  of  how  this  riv¬ 
er  continues  to  flow,  fed  by  the  well- 
springs  of  faith  we  tap  as  together  we 
reassert  that  part  of  our  national  heri¬ 
tage  which  proclaims  "liberty  and  jus¬ 
tice  for  all.”  On  the  eve  of  national 
elections,  we  can  and  must  declare  with 
a  single  voice  our  country’s  need  for 
leaders  committed  to  justice  for  our  own 
people  and  for  all  peoples  of  the  world. 
Peace,  as  the  Prophet  Isaiah  teaches,  is 
the  fruit  of  justice. 


Poverty  Presents  a  Challenge 
to  People  of  Faith 

In  a  shopping  center  parking  lot,  a 
family  lives  out  of  the  back  seat  of  their 
car.  In  a  busy  urban  bus  station,  a  moth¬ 
er  and  three  children  huddle  together  un¬ 
der  a  tattered  quilt,  wondering  about  the 
next  meal.  All  across  the  United  States, 
poverty  is  becoming  more  and  more  a 
part  of  our  cultural  landscape.  It  is  a  re¬ 
ality  that  defies  the  many  stereotypes 
constructed  to  insulate  those  who  are  not 
poor  from  the  pain  of  sisters  and  broth¬ 
ers  who  live,  and  too  often  die,  in  pover¬ 
ty’s  harsh  shadow.  It  is  also  a  reality  that 
lays  claim  on  people  of  faith,  both  as  in¬ 
dividuals  and  as  communities. 

We  often  imagine  that  poor  people 
simply  don’t  want  to  work,  or  that 
"they”  are  shiftless  or  lazy.  But  when 
one  stops  to  consider  that  children  are 
the  poorest  of  all  U.S.  citizens,  these  im¬ 
ages  begin  to  crumble.  Poverty  is  a  way 
of  life  for  more  than  13  million  children 
in  the  U.S.  More  children  die  of  poverty 
in  this  country  than  of  traffic  accidents 
and  suicides  combined.  And,  a  baby  born 
in  Newark,  New  Jersey  is  as  likely  to  die 
in  the  first  year  of  life  as  a  child  born  in 
Costa  Rica. 

In  the  Louisiana  Conference,  the 
CrossLines  Ministry  is  set  up  to  help  with 
the  problem  of  poverty  in  families  with 
children  on  behalf  of  Louisiana  Method¬ 
ism.  The  ministry  has  specifically  decid¬ 
ed  to  seek  out  methods  that  are  effective 
in  helping  homeless  and  hungry  families 
on  welfare  to  become  self-reliant.  Cross- 
Lines  is  planned  as  a  self-help  ministry, 
using  volunteers  as  primary  staff.  In  ad¬ 


dition  to  these  ongoing  activities,  work 
has  begun  in  Baton  Rouge  with  families 
who  show  up  at  the  Volunteers  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  Family  Shelter.  These  people  are  al¬ 
most  invariably  destitute  and  desperate, 
and  they  are  often  very  alone  in  the 
world.  Rev.  Betsy  Irvine  is  the  director 
of  CrossLines. 


What  is  Community 

For  people  who  live  in  the  United 
States,  the  concept  of  community  is  not 
new.  It’s  a  word  that  so  many  are  used  to 
hearing  that  its  meaning  has  become 
vague.  In  a  given  town,  one  can  walk 
down  the  street  and  see  the  “Community 
Theatre,”  the  “Community  Center”  or 
the  Community  Park.  How  often  in  pass¬ 
ing  such  places,  do  we  think  about  what 
it  means  to  be  a  community.  Is  a  com¬ 
munity  a  place  where  people  think  and 
act  alike?  Is  it  something  more  than  a 
collection  of  buildings  and  people?  What 
is  a  community,  anyway? 

In  the  United  States,  community  is  of¬ 
ten  defined  by  racial,  ethnic  and  econom¬ 
ic  differences.  While  such  divisions 
among  God’s  children  may  often  bear 
the  name  of  "community”  it  is  really  a 
series  of  barriers  built  up  by  fear,  suspi¬ 
cion,  alienation  and  hatred.  The  fact  is 
that  barriers  have  little  to  do  with  com¬ 
munity.  Does  it  occur  to  us  that  as  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Creating  God,  we  are  part  of 
a  rich  and  diverse  group  of  people?  Do 
we  recall  that  we  are  part  of  God’s  com¬ 
munity.  When  we  read  the  words  of  Isa¬ 
iah  and  hear  the  Prophet  telling  people 
of  faith  not  to  hide  from  their  own  flesh, 
is  this  understood  as  a  call  to  take  down 


the  barriers  and  embrace  our  sisters  and 
brothers  as  though  they  were  our  own 
flesh?  Is  it  understood  that  this  embrace 
is  a  process  that  in  itself  becomes  com¬ 
munity? 


Embracing  Diversity 

For  people  of  faith,  these  are  impor¬ 
tant  questions.  Living  in  the  midst  of  a 
culture- that  increasingly  isolates  and 
separates,  it  becomes  easy  to  adopt  a 
narrow  vision  of  community.  It  feels 
safe  to  gather  those  around  who  are  not 
different;  who  do  not  challenge  our  as¬ 
sumptions  about  our  own  lives  and  the 
way  we  live  them.  Yet.  when  we  do  that, 
we  are  limiting  ourselves.  In  fact,  we  are 
hiding  from  our  own  flesh  and  denying 
each  other  the  richness  of  cultural  diver¬ 
sity;  God’s  gift  to  us  of  each  other. 

Peace  with  Justice  Week  provides  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  begin  breaking 
down  barriers;  to  begin  learning  about 
and  becoming  involved  with  people  of 
other  cultures.  Below  are  some  ideas 
that  might  help  the  people  of  God  come 
together  in  respect  and  compassion  rath¬ 
er  than  stay  apart  in  suspicion  and  fear 

•  Plan  a  cultural  fair  in  your  com¬ 
munity. 

•  Organize  a  congregational  ex¬ 
change  with  a  faith  community  of 
a  different  cultural  heritage. 

•  Learn  another  language. 

•  Invite  clergypeople  from  other 
traditions  and  cultures  to  preach 
or  speak  in  your  faith  community. 

•  Host  workshops  on  racism  and  cul¬ 
tural  awareness. 


10K  CROP  Walk  set  to  raise  money  for  Church  World  Services 


A  number  of  United  Methodists;  local 
church  members,  members  of  The  Unit¬ 
ing  Campus  Ministries  and  students  will 
be  lacing  up  their  walking  shoes  to  raise 
money  for  a  good  cause. 

There  will  be  a  CROP  Walk,  a  10K 
walk-a-thon,  to  raise  money  for  Church 
World  Services,  a  relief  and  development 
agency  that  helps  poor  and  hungry  peo¬ 
ple  world-wide.  The  Walk  will  take  place 
on  Sunday,  October  16.  It  will  begin  at 
the  Baptist  Student  Union,  at  the  gates  of 
LSU  at  1:30  p.m.  The  course  will  go  from 
there  down  to  the  steps  of  the  State  Capi¬ 
tol  and  then  on  to  the  levee. 

CROP  is  the  name  given  to  walks  and 
other  local  community  hunger  education 
and  fund  raising  events  sponsored  by 
Church  World  Service,  an  international 


The  Rodessa  United  Methodist 
Church  invites  you  to  attend  Homecom¬ 
ing  on  Sunday,  Oct.  9.  There  will  be  cof¬ 
fee  and  visitation  (fellowship)  at  10  a.m. 
Worship  services  will  follow  with  Rev. 
Jack  Cooke  as  guest  minister.  After  the 
service,  there  will  be  a  covered  dish  lun¬ 
cheon  in  the  Rodessa  Village  Hall.  The 
food  will  be  provided  by  the  host  church 
and  friends.  Rev.  Terry  Willis  is  the  pas¬ 
tor  at  Rodessa. 

•  •  • 

The  Homer-Wesley  charge  wel¬ 
comes  aboard  their  new  part  time  youth 
director,  Mark  K.  Kremer.  Mark,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Perham,  Minn.,  is  preparing  for 
the  ministry.  He  had  his  first  meeting 


relief,  development  and  resettlement 
agency  of  more  than  30  Protestant  and 
Orthodox  communions  in  the  United 
States. 

Church  World  Service  works  through 
partner  agencies  in  more  than  70  coun¬ 
tries.  Family  health,  food  production, 
water  resource  development  and  voca¬ 
tional  training  are  some  of  the  ways 
CROP  event  gifts  make  a  difference. 

The  Church  World  Service  places  its 
greatest  emphasis  on  self-development. 
More  than  40  years  of  experience  in 
feeding  the  hungry  and  sheltering  the 
homeless  have  underscored  the  need  to 
eradicate  the  basic  causes  of  these  prob¬ 
lems  and  to  strengthen  long-term  prob¬ 
lem-solving  at  the  local  level. 

In  many  situations,  communities  who 


with  the  youth,  grades  6-12  on  Sunday, 
Sept.  18,  for  a  get  acquainted  time  and 
"where  do  we  go  from  here?”  The  pastor 
is  Rev.  Jim  Humphrey. 


At  3  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Oct.  9,  Dr.  Webb 
Pomeroy  will  be  honored  at  First  UMC 
of  Shreveport,  using  a  "This  is  Your 
Life"  format.  Dr.  Pomeroy  is  the  T.  L. 
James  Professor  of  Religion  at  Centena¬ 
ry  College.  This  program  will  also  serve 
as  a  fundraiser  for  the  Missions  Program 
at  First  Methodist.  Donations  of  $5  are 
asked,  and  may  be  mailed  to  First  UMC, 
Shreveport.  Dr.  John  Fellers  is  the  pas¬ 
tor. 


participate  in  the  CROP  Walk  choose  to 
return  up  to  25  percent  of  the  money 
they  raise  to  share  with  local  hunger  pro¬ 
grams. 

There  are  more  than  1,500  walks  na¬ 
tionwide,  involving  some  three  million 
people  as  participants  and  sponsors.  An¬ 
other  200  communities  choose  to  fast, 
canvass  or  hold  an  "a-thon”  under  the 
CROP  banner. 

The  CROP  Walks  were  started  on  Oc¬ 
tober  17,  1969  when  a  thousand  people  in 
Bismarck,  North  Dakota  took  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  They  launched  the 
first  CROP  Walk  and  raised  $25,000  to 
help  the  hungry.  Since  then,  millions  of 
people  of  all  ages  have  taken  their  hearts 
out  on  the  road  for  the  well-being  of  oth¬ 
ers. 


First  UMC  in  Lafayette  will  be  the 
scene  of  the  first  Choc-a-holic  (lovers  of 
chocolate)  convention  in  Louisiana,  on 
Saturday,  Oct.  8  from  9  a.m.  to  noon. 
There  will  be  three  hours  of  browsing 
through  items  of  chocolate  with  plate 
and  spoon  in  hand  for  sampling.  A  sign  at 
the  door  will  read  "First  UMC  assumes 
no  responsibility  for  upset  tummies  or 
excess  weight  acquired  as  a  result  of  this 
event.”  All  Choc-a-holics  across  the  Con¬ 
ference  are  Invited  to  attend  this  conven¬ 
tion  with  a  $10  donation  going  to  the  debt 
reduction  of  the  remodeling  of  this  his¬ 
toric  landmark  church. 


If  you  are  interested  in  participating 
in  the  CROP  Walk  in  Baton  Rouge,  more 
information  is  available  at  TUCM. 
Please  call  (504)  344-7695,  or  write  to  333 
East  Chimes  St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


Retired  Ministers 
Retreat  set  for 
October  18-20 

Retired  Louisiana  Conference 
ministers  and  their  spouses,  and  sur¬ 
viving  spouses  will  soon  be  getting 
together  for  a  time  of  sharing  and 
fellowship. 

The  Retired  Ministers’  Retreat 
will  be  held  at  Tall  Timbers  Confer¬ 
ence  Center,  near  Alexandria  on  Oc¬ 
tober  18-20.  The  registration 
deadline  for  this  event  has  been  ex¬ 
tended  through  October  12. 

Features  of  the  retreat  include 
sharing  of  hobbies  of  some  of  the 
ministers,  a  visit  with  Bishop  and 
Mrs.  Bill  Oden  and  a  number  of  in¬ 
teresting  speakers  will  be  on  hand  to 
lead  the  Bible  study. 

The  cost  for  the  retreat  is  $50  per 
person  (double  occupancy),  which  in¬ 
cludes  all  meals.  A  $5  reservation 
fee  is  due  in  to  the  Conference  Of¬ 
fice  by  Oct.  12.  Please  send  to  the 
attention  of  Larry  Lewis,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.,  70802. 
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Gaining  clarity  about  our  identity 


“Who  do  you  say  I  am?” 

Few  questions  have  so  gripped  the  hu¬ 
man  mind  and  spirit  as  this  query  by  Je¬ 
sus  of  his  followers  (Mark  8:29). 

Even  in  the  20th  century,  how  one  re¬ 
sponds  to  this  question  is  a  basic  witness 
to  one’s  faith  in  and  relationship  to  God. 

Hence,  we  were  encouraged  to  learn 
that  Jesus’  question  was  posed  recently 
in  what  some  United  Methodists  may 
consider  an  unlikely  setting. 

The  Rev.  Sharon  Zimmerman  Rader 
used  it  to  challenge  members  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role 
of  Women  in  the  Church  to  engage  in 
theological  reflection  (see  related  story 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  agency  has  been  under  fire  by  crit¬ 
ics  who  charge  it  with  promoting  a  hereti¬ 
cal  brand  of  feminism  instead  of  orthodox 
Christianity.  Dissatisfaction  was  so  intense 
that  a  motion  to  dismantle  the  commission 
was  defeated  by  a  razor-thin,  22-vote  mar¬ 
gin  at  the  1988  General  Conference. 

In  that  context,  Ms.  Rader’s  premise 
for  raising  Jesus’  probing  question  was 
on  target:  Commission  staff  members 
and  elected  directors  need  to  develop  a 
clear  idea  of  the  agency’s  identity  and 
purpose  as  part  of  the  body  of  Christ. 

“Who  do  you  say  I  am?” 

No  better  way  exists  for  Christians  to 
gain  clarity  about  our  identity  than  to 
grapple  with  that  question.  That’s  true 
for  church  agencies  groping  for  a  rede¬ 
fined  identity.  It  equally  applies  to  indi¬ 
viduals  and  congregations  seeking  to 
respond  more  faithfully  to  our  calling. 

The  question  is  particularly  pointed 
when  we  realize  how  readily  our  Chris¬ 
tian  identity  can  be  blurred  by  cultural 


intrusions.  Anytime  we  uncritically 
blend  Christian  truth  with  secular  ideolo¬ 
gies  or  concepts,  our  distinctively  Chris¬ 
tian  identity  is  diminished. 

By  contrast,  when  we  struggle  to  know 
and  follow  Jesus  as  One  who  is  not  a 
product  of  our  culture— indeed,  who  pro¬ 
foundly  challenges  many  of  our  society’s 
most  cherished  assumptions— we  take  an 
essential  step  toward  recovering  our 
unique  Christian  identity. 

"Who  do  you  say  I  am?” 

It’s  unfortunate  that  efforts  to  raise 
and  respond  to  that  question  publicly, 
even  by  Christians,  often  are  resisted  as 
“  too  personal.”  How  often  do  we  run 
from  Jesus’s  words  behind  weak  ratio¬ 
nalizations  such  as,  “My  faith  is  too  per¬ 
sonal  to  talk  about,”  or  "That’s  a  private 
matter  between  God  and  me?” 

To  the  contrary,  we  cannot  fulfill  our 
calling  as  Christians  if  we  are  unwilling 
to  deal  openly  with  Jesus’  question.  Nor 
can  we  realistically  expect  others  to  ac¬ 
cept  Him  as  ruler  of  their  lives  if  we  who 
call  ourselves  Christians  are  unwilling  to 
make  that  confession  first. 

GrappUng  with  Jesus’s  words  also  should 
be  a  regular  part  of  the  corporate  life  of 
every  congregation,  Christian  group  or  or¬ 
ganization.  As  we  witness  to  each  other 
about  our  understanding  of  and  relationship 
with  Jesus,  we  remind  each  other  of  who 
and  Whose  we  are  in  the  midst  of  countless 
competing  claims  on  our  lives. 

We  applaud  Ms.  Rader  for  raising  Je¬ 
sus’  question  at  the  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  meeting.  We 
will  be  looking  for  evidence  in  the  months 
ahead  of  its  positive  impact  on  that  group. 

“Who  do  you  say  I  am?” 


Here  I  Stand 

UMC  must  retain  covenant  with  deaconesses 


BY  LOUISE  WEEKS 

I  am  one  of  the  United  Methodist 
deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
hoping  for  a  Judicial  Council  review 
of  the  recent  action  by  the  National 
Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  eliminat¬ 
ing  the  deaconess  program  office  (see 
UMR,  Sept.  9). 

According  to  the  1984  Book  of  Dis¬ 
cipline,  Paragraph  1418,  the  church's 
purpose  in  having  a  community  of 
called,  committed,  commissioned 
mission  workers,  known  as  deacon¬ 
esses  and  home  missionaries,  is  “to 
express  representatively  the  love  and 
concern  of  the  believing  community 
for  the  needs  in  the  world  and, 
through  education  and  involvement, 
to  enable  the  full  ministry  and  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  people  of  God. 

"Deaconesses  and  home  missionaries 
function  through  diverse  forms  of  ser¬ 
vice  directed  toward  the  world  to  make 
Jesus  Christ  known  in  the  fullness  of 
his  ministry  and  mission,  which  man¬ 
date  that  his  followers:  a)  alleviate  suf¬ 
fering,  b)  eradicate  causes  of  injustice 
and  all  that  robs  life  of  dignity  and 
worth,  c)  facilitate  the  development  of 
full  human  potential,  d)  share  in  build¬ 
ing  global  community  through  the 
Church  Universal.” 

The  action  taken  by  the  National 


Division  focused  on  three  aspects  of 
the  deaconess  program  office: 

1)  elimination 
of  the  position  of  ff 
executive  secre¬ 
cy- 

2)  termination 
of  the  executive 
secretary  with 
two  weeks  notice. 

3)  the  stated  in-  /Al 

tention  to  reas-  Louise  Weeks 
sign  some  functions  to  another  office. 

The  National  Division’s  acting  chief 
executive  stated  that  this  action  was 
being  taken  because  of' the  financial 
crisis  in  the  division. 

Action  has  three  aspects 

At  issue  are  two  questions: 

1) Can  an  agency  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church,  by  action  of  its  ex¬ 
ecutive,  by  action  of  a  committee  of 
the  agency  or  by  of  the  total  board, 
set  aside  legislation  adopted  by  the 
General  Conference? 

2)  Can  the  current  fiscal  situation 
of  the  National  Division  be  used  as  an 
excuse  for  threatening  the  covenant 
that  the  total  church  (through  action 
by  the  General  Conference)  has  made 
with  its  servant  community  of  dea¬ 
conesses  and  home  missionaries? 

Legislation  related  to  deaconesses 


and  home  missionaries  and  the  office 
that  serves  them  is  mandated  by  the 
total  church  and  delegated  to  the  care 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

This  legislation  (1984  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  Paragraphs  1418-1421)  is  the 
covenant  between  the  church  and  its 
servant  community.  With  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division’s  action  the  covenant  is 
threatened. 

For  100  years  the  church  has  main¬ 
tained  the  covenant  relationship  with 
this  community,  strengthening  and  re¬ 
newing  it  over  the  years.  As  United 
Methodist  deaconesses  and  home  mis¬ 
sionaries,  we  have  assumed  that  The 
Book  of  Discipline  is  the  law  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  We  have  up¬ 
held  it  as  the  law.  We  have  believed 
that  this  law  is  changed  only  by  the 
General  Conference. 

The  legislation  related  to  the  func¬ 
tions  and  staffing  of  the  deaconess 
program  office  isn’t  concerned  with 
floor  space  in  the  National  Division, 
files  and  desks  or  whether  the  support 
staff  member  at  the  desk  or  file  is  a 
deaconess. 

Specific  functions  mandated 

The  legislation  mandates  specific 
program  functions  to  be  carried  out 
by  that  office  and  an  executive  secre¬ 


tary  in  charge  (implying  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  salary  commensurate  with 
other  executive  secretaries  within  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries). 
Further,  the  legislation  mandates 
that  the  executive  secretary  be  a  dea¬ 
coness.  That  is  covenant. 

If,  in  its  current  financial  situation, 
the  National  Division  cannot  afford  to 
continue  the  assigned  responsibility 
for  maintaining  the  covenant,  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
has  authority  and  responsibility  to 
place  the  deaconess  program  office  in 
another  division  or  department  of  the 
board  to  be  administered  as  mandat¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Conference. 

The  current  fiscal  situation  in  the 
National  Division  must  not  be  allowed 
to  threaten  the  church’s  covenant 
with  its  servant  community  of  dea¬ 
conesses  and  home  missionaries. 

"Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  Louise  Weeks  is  a 
member  of  Lyons  United  Methodist 
Church.  Lyons,  Co.  (Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
“ Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Is  church  a  hospital  for  sinners? 


Where  would  you  turn  for  help  if  you 
had  disturbing  questions  or  doubts  about 
your  Christian  faith  and  values? 

To  your  church? 

Not  likely,  according  to  a  recently  re¬ 
leased  national  study.  The  study,  entitled 
“Faith  Development  in  the  Adult  Life  Cy¬ 
cle,"  combines  Gallup  Poll  data  and  in- 
depth  interviews  of  more  than  1,000  people. 

The  study  finds  that  adults  seeking  an¬ 
swers  to  faith-related  problems  are 
more  likely  to  turn  to  friends,  family 
members  or  “self-help”  Bible  study  than 
to  their  church. 

People  tend  not  to  seek  out  their 
church  for  help  because  they  believe 
their  doubts  about  faith  can’t  be  dealt 
with  there,  the  study  results  say. 

This  finding  is  particularly  troubling.  It 
suggests  that  the  church  may  be  failing— 
or  at  least  perceived  as  failing— to  live  up 
to  its  identity  in  a  basic  respect:  as  a  com¬ 
munity  of  guidance,  support  and  encour¬ 
agement  for  those  who  hit  a  rocky  patch 
on  their  spiritual  journey. 

The  finding  reveals  a  widespread  false 
understanding  of  the  church  held  by 
many  inside  as  well  as  outside  the  com¬ 
munity  of  faith.  According  to  that  under¬ 
standing,  the  church  exists  only  for 
people  who  have  no  doubts  about  God 
and  no  problems  in  their  spiritual  life. 

Even  lifelong  Christians  sometimes 
make  that  erroneous  assumption  about 
fellow  church  members.  As  a  result,  a 
conspiracy  of  silence  all  too  frequently 


quells  opportunities  to  deal  with  our  own 
spiritual  problems  or  those  of  others  at 
the  church. 

For  example,  when  was  the  last  time 
your  pastor  or  a  member  of  your  congre¬ 
gation  asked  you,  in  all  seriousness,  the 
traditional  question  of  Christian  concern: 
"Is  it  well  with  your  soul?” 

Our  common  inability  or  unwillingness 
to  ask  such  a  question,  and  to  deal  appro¬ 
priately  with  its  answer,  is  a  major  stum¬ 
bling  block  to  enhancing  the  life  of  faith. 
That’s  true  not  only  for  individuals  in  spir¬ 
itual  crisis;  it’s  true  for  entire  congrega¬ 
tions  needing  a  deeper  awareness  of  what 
it  means  to  be  a  community  of  faith. 

As  Christians,  we  should  recall  that  our 
Lord  welcomed  and  healed  the  epileptic 
son  of  a  man  who  openly  confessed  his  un¬ 
belief  (Mark  9:24).  Individually  and  corpo¬ 
rately,  we  should  be  willing,  like  Jesus,  to 
deal  compassionately  with  the  spiritual 
crises  of  others  and,  like  the  father,  to  be 
open  and  honest  about  our  own. 

By  such  willingness,  we  can  give  life 
and  meaning  to  the  adage  that  "the 
church  is  not  a  hotel  for  saints  but  a  hos¬ 
pital  for  sinners.” 

This  Gallup  finding  is  a  timely  and  help¬ 
ful,  though  unsettling,  prod  for  congrega¬ 
tional  self-examination.  How  effective  is 
your  congregation  in  providing  its  mem¬ 
bers  a  place  to  acknowledge  and  deal  with 
their  spiritual  crises? 

Is  your  church  only  a  hotel  for  saints  or 
also  a  hospital  for  sinners? 


Action,  not  accusation,  is  key  to  revitalization 

Pontius'  Puddle 


To  the  Editor: 

Whenever  the  Reporter  arrives,  it  is 
read  thoroughly. 

Some  articles  make  me  cringe,  and 
other  times  outright  anger  is  the  result. 
Occasionally,  I  read  the  most  touching, 
helpful  words  and  needed  words  anyone 
can  imagine. 

This  week’s  “My  Witness”  by  the  Rev. 
James  David  Oaks  Jr.  of  the  Louisville 
Annual  Conference  was  such  an  article 
(see  UMR,  Sept.  9). 

When  my  eyes  saw  the  headline,  "My 
failures  have  caused  UM  membership 
decline,”  there  was  a  feeling  that  some¬ 
one  had  read  my  mind.  James  said  ex¬ 
actly  what  I  feel.  Thank  you  for  printing 
his  article. 

My  churches  have  always  had  numeri¬ 
cal  growth  rather  than  decline,  but  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  far  outweigh  mere  numbers 
every  time!  I,  too,  feel  a  personal  part  in 
my  great  denomination’s  loss  in  member¬ 
ship.  Like  James,  no  accusing  finger  will 
be  pointed  at  others  anymore.  Rather,  like 
him,  I  will  try  to  win  one  today.  Action  is 
the  answer,  not  accusation. 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  last 
penned  a  letter  to  the  editor,  but  the  urge 
this  time  was  too  great  not  to  write. 

Charles  Rice 
Corsicana,  Texas 

Watch  out  for  sex  change! 

To  the  Editor: 

In  the  mainline  churches  too  many 
straws  have  been  in  too  strong  a  wind  for 
too  long  a  time.  Just  as  Nazism  was  a  so¬ 
cio-political  cult,  so  the  modern  feminist 


movement,  both  in  and  out  of  the  church, 
smacks  of  cultism. 

Even  though  many  of  us  have  been 
aware  of  the  buildup  for  some  time,  still 
it  came  as  a  sobering  shock  to  see  the 
common  “foot  soldier”  move  out. 

George  McClain  in  his  Sept.  9  letter 
headlined,  "Holy  Spirit  amazes  me,”  re¬ 
fers  to  looking  to  God  for  “the  way  S/He 
would  have  me  to  go.” 

God  (the  real  biblical  Father,  He,  Him 
God)  help  us!  When  the  horrible  beast  of 
cultism  raises  its  ugly  head  within  the 
church  of  the  Wesleys,  we’re  in  trouble. 
Must  we  suffer  the  agony  of  a  spiritual 
world  war  within  the  church,  or  will 
those  who  have  the  power  to  do  so  take  a 
stand  and  declare  "enough  already?” 

Or  have  too  many  of  them  been  duped 


My  Witness 


Celebrating  a  mysterious  message  of  peace 


By  GRACE  C.  LINDQUIST 
Tranquil  summer  days  at  Chautauqua 
Institution  in  New  York  State  always 
provide  an  ideal  atmosphere  for  contem¬ 
plation. 

This  year  I  have  found  that  to  be  ex¬ 
ceptionally  true  because  of  recent  shat¬ 
tering  sorrow  and  a  special  blessing 
about  which  I  continue  to  reflect. 
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For  60  years  I  have  nourished  my  spir¬ 
it  through  daily  devotions.  There  has 
been  a  progression  in 
the  way  I  have  done 
that.  As  an  adoles¬ 
cent  I  accepted  a 
challenge  to  devote 
some  time  each  day 
to  Bible  reading  and 
prayer. 

Looking  back  to 
my  teen  years,  I  re-  Grace  Lindquist 
alize  that  was  a  ritual,  a  form,  perhaps 
even  a  habit— an  exercise  that  made  me 
feel  good  about  myself.  Gradually  the 
early  shallowness  of  my  experience 
deepened,  giving  way  to  earnest  and 
meaningful  communion  with  God. 

In  May  1988,  my  need  for  inner  peace 
and  for  grace  to  face  the  future  was 
acute.  During  the  preceding  12  months, 
my  husband  had  been  critically  ill,  and 
his  death  left  me  with  initial  reactions 
that  seemed  irreconcilable. 

Positive  reactions 

On  the  one  hand  were  positive  things:  my 
resurrection  hope  and  immense  gratitude 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book .  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

"Since  we  believe  that  Jesus  died 
and  rose  again,  even  so,  through  Je¬ 
sus,  God  will  bring  with  him  those 
who  have  fallen  asleep."  (RSV) 


for  God's  goodness  in  giving  us  almost  half 
a  century  of  a  wonderful  life  together. 

On  the  other  hand  were  the  negatives:  a 
sense  of  emptiness  and  loss;  reserves  of 
strength  and  endurance  pushed  to  their 
limits;  a  demanding  need  for  insight  and 
direction  for  the  future. 

I  knew  this  great  need  could  be  sup¬ 
plied  by  resuming  my  practice  of  spend¬ 
ing  time  alone  with  God.  I  had  known 
only  brief  snatches  of  time  for  that  during 
the  pressures  of  the  preceding  12  months. 

After  having  lived  in  parsonages  for  40 
years  and  retirement  years  in  the  first 
home  we  had  ever  owned,  we  were  forced 
by  Harold’s  illness  to  move  back  north 
and  relinquish  our  Florida  dream  home. 

This  process,  coupled  with  my  anxiety 
and  my  role  as  primary  “care-giver,"  took 
me  through  months  of  weary  exhaustion. 
God’s  presence  was  near  and  precious  as 
was  His  guidance.  His  voice  came  to  me 
repeatedly  through  His  word,  “As  your 
day,  so  shall  your  strength  be.” 

I  had  a  new  appreciation  now  of  my 
time  of  meditation  and  prayer  as  a  result 
of  all  of  this  experience. 

Two  days  after  Harold’s  memorial  ser¬ 
vice,  I  was  alone  in  a  fashion  I  had  never 
coveted.  In  that  moment  I  felt  a  craving 
for  some  special  message  from  God. 

Why  was  this  page  turned  back? 

I  decided  to  use  the  daily  devotional 
guide  Harold  had  used  for  several  years. 
I  picked  up  his  1988  copy  of  "The  Upper 
Room  Disciplines."  At  my  touch  it  fell 
open  to  May  9  because  the  page  had  been 
folded  in  half. 


Book 


Chapter  Verse 


Christ 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Colossians  3:2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  9 
Monday:  Psalm  90:1-12 
Tuesday:  Genesis  3:1-7 
Wednesday:  Genesis  3:8-19 
Thursday:  Hebrews  4:1-3 
Friday:  Hebrews  4:9-13 
Saturday:  Mark  10:17-22 
Sunday:  Mark  10:23-30 


You 

are  inexplicable 
but  embraceable, 
passing  among  us 
like  a  warm  wind 
on  a  winter  day; 
your  swtot  dusty  feet 
bearing  awe-full  news, 

"God  with  us;” 
looking  us  in  the  eyes 
so  longingly; 
passion  spelled  out 
in  all  your  words. 

—  DAVID  K.  ANTIEAU 


May  9  was  the  day  of  his  death,  and  I 
literally  quivered  with  a  strange  sense  of 
awe. 

There  flashed  before  me  the  picture  of 
him  reading  his  Bible  and  “Disciplines" 
as  I  was  preparing  our  evening  meal  on 
that  day  about  three  hours  before  his  fa¬ 
tal  cardiac  arrest.  Why  had  he  turned 
back  this  one  page  and  no  other  in  the 
whole  book? 

Puzzled,  with  trembling  fingers  I  un¬ 
folded  that  May  9  page.  Amazement  and 
wonder  overwhelmed  me  as  I  read  1 
John  5:13,  a  biblical  passage  dear  to  his 
heart— a  passage  he  frequently  used  as  a 
sermon  text  on  Easter,  the  day  on  which 
preaching  the  Good  News  always 
brought  him  immeasurable  joy.  I  read  on 
to  the  last  paragraph: 

“Whatever  streams  of  life  we  encoun¬ 
ter  this  week  are  chances  to  speak  with 
our  lives  and  words  the  truth  of  our  Eas¬ 
ter  faith:  eternal  life  is  ours  here  and 
now  if  only  we  take  the  step.  I  write  this 
to  you  who  believe  in  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God,  that  you  may  know  that  you  have 
eternal  life.’” 

I  find  myself  irresistibly  turning  back 
over  and  over  again  to  that  paragraph. 
There  are  moments  when  I  wish  I  knew 
what  Harold  was  thinking  when  he  fold¬ 
ed  that  page  in  half. 

Did  he  suspect  that  within  a  few  short 
hours  he  would  be  taking  that  one  final 
step  across  the  threshold  into  the  home 
toward  which  he  had  directed  his  life? 

Did  he  perhaps  intend  to  share  that 
page  with  me  if  he  weren’t  limited  by 
aphasia?  Or  was  he  perchance  wonder¬ 
ing  if  ever  again  he  would  be  privileged 
to  remind  a  worshiping  congregation 
that  eternal  life  begins  here  and  now? 

Whatever  the  reason,  I  rejoice  that  he 
left  me  that  message  of  peace  and  prom¬ 
ise,  which  I  found  because,  like  him,  I 
was  seeking  God’s  renewing  spirit  in  pri¬ 
vate  devotions.  Someday  my  questions 
will  be  answered. 

What  a  great  God!  What  a  glorious 
Gospel! 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Grace»C.  Lindquist  is  a  member  of 
Glenwood  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Erie.  Pa.  (Western  Pennsylvania  Annual 
Conference). 


into  joining  the  march  into  the  feminist 
Rheinland?  God  is  not  only  who  He  re¬ 
vealed  Himself  to  be,  but  the  sole  and  fi¬ 
nal  authority  of  how  He  did  it. 

Let  me  say  to  Mr.  McClain:  It  is  not 
my  intent  to  berate  or  degrade  you.  Your 
desire  to  know  God’s  way  for  you  is  most 
commendable.  Would  that  more  of  His 
people  shared  the  same  concern.  All  the 
more  reason  I  chafe  under  the  realiza¬ 
tion  that  those  who  should  know  better 
lead  honest  seekers  along  wrong  paths. 

In  Christ,  God  elevated  womanhood  to 
the  highest  degree  it  has  ever  been— but 
never  at  the  expense  of  who  He  was  or  is. 
When  the  church,  the  body  of  Christ,  at¬ 
tempts  transsexual  surgery  on  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  watch  out! 

Ralph  E.  Maynard 
Kissimmee,  Florida 

Altering  view  discredits  us 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodism  is  well  down  the 
road  to  open  itineracy!  Does  that  neces¬ 
sarily  make  it  wrong  or  right? 

The  Sept.  9  editorial  headlined,  “How 
open  are  we  to  ‘different’  pastors,”  tries 
to  justify  its  position  that  open  itineracy 
is  right  by  appealing  to  Paul’s  letter  to 
the  Galatians. 

The  verse  cited  refers  only  to  all  of  us 
being  Christians.  It  certainly  doesn’t 
mean  that  we  are  all  preachers. 

Paul  plainly  states  the  qualifications 
of  a  “bishop”  preacher.  One  of  the  quali¬ 
fications  is  to  be  of  one  wife.  I  certainly 
hope  we  don’t  have  female  United  Meth¬ 
odist  ministers  with  one  wife! 

If  God  had  wanted  female  leaders,  he 
would  have  appointed  them  to  the  early 
church.  Is  it  not  also  possible  to  discredit 
the  church  by  changing  interpretations 
of  God’s  Scripture  just  to  conform  to  our 
worldly  changes  in  regard  to  women. 

My  Bible  is  the  same  as  it  was  50 
years  ago.  Let  us  be  careful  and  not  fill 
our  cup  without  being  certain  about  what 
God  wants.  „  c  ,  , 

Billy  D.  Sanderfur 

Glasgow,  Kentucky 

U.S.  pays  for  violence 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  thankful  for  Sept.  16  article  head¬ 
lined,  "Mideast  visitors  denounce  Israeli 
brutality  to  children.”  Also,  I  appreciate 
the  Pax  World  Foundation  calling  for 
changes  in  U.S.  policy  toward  Israel. 

Everyone  knows  (or  should  know)  that 
we,  the  U.S.  taxpayers,  have  been  financ¬ 
ing  Israel’s  brutality  in  the  Middle  East 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  there’s  no 
sign  of  our  changing. 

This  violence  will  continue  as  long  as 
our  congressmen  and  senators  don’t  have 


the  courage  to  criticize  Israel  for  its  rep¬ 
rehensible  and  unacceptable  actions. 
Why?  Because  these  spineless  politicians 
are  afraid  of  being  labeled  anti-Semitic 
by  the  liberal  media. 

Hogwash!  We  need  more  statesmen  in 
Washington  who  aren’t  afraid  to  tell  the 
truth. 

I  beg  everyone  who  reads  this  letter  to 
write  to  his  or  her  congressman  and  sen¬ 
ator  and  demand  that  they  stop  giving  Is¬ 
rael  from  $3  billion  to  $5  billion  every 
year.  If  that  were  to  happen,  the  violence 
and  brutality  would  soon  stop. 

Fred  A.  Rheney 
Smyrna,  Georgia 

I’m  sending  $  1 

To  the  Editor: 

In  answer  to  your  editorial  about  the 
Ogilvie,  Minn.,  church’s  choice  about  the 
$10,000  offer,  I  hope  our  congregation 
would  have  responded  as  the  Ogilvie  one 
did  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2).  What  a  fine  hour! 

I  plan  to  write  to  the  people  of  that 
church  to  voice  my  appreciation  for 
their  stand.  Too,  I  will  include  $1  (asking 
them  not  to  acknowledge,  as  a  25-cents 
stamp  would  take  one-fourth  of  my  gift). 
Might  others  care  to  do  the  same? 

How  little  the  Ogilvie  parish  can  do 
with  my  tiny  offering,  but  it  is  a  state¬ 
ment  that  I  know  they  will  use  it  well  in 
ethical  service  to  others  following  the 
teachings  of  our  Lord. 

Georgenia  Irwin 
Claremont,  California 

Welcome  to  readers  of  new 
edition  in  Edinboro,  Pa. 

With  this  issue  the  Reporter  welcomes 
as  new  readers  about  450  member-fam¬ 
ilies  of  Edinboro  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Edinboro,  Pa.  (Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Conference). 

This  addition  is  the  most  recent  to  the 
more  than  360  local  churches  across  the 
United  States  that  publish  special  edi¬ 
tions  of  the  Reporter.  These  editions 
combine  local  church  news  with  general 
religious  news  and  opinion  and  are 
mailed  as  one  paper  directly  to  the 
homes  of  all  church  members. 

To  our  new  subscribers  in  Edinboro, 
we  say,  "Welcome.”  We  hope  you  find 
your  new  church  paper  interesting  and 
informative. 

We  invite  you  to  join  with  other  readers 
in  providing  feedback  and  opinion  through 
such  columns  as  “Letters  to  the  Editor.” 

And  to  our  continuing  readers  across 
the  church,  we  say  again,  “Thank  you  for 
reading  your  edition  of  the  Reporter.” 


-T 


he  Curtain  Rises  on  the  A.d.  Players  22nd  Season 
Featuring 


A  play  with  music 
offering  certain  hope 
to  uncertain  people 

Written  by  Artistic  Director 
Jeannette  Clift  George 

Playing  at  Grace  Theater 
October  6  through  November  6 


.JUNCTION 


Thu.,  Fri.,  Sat.,  -  8pm 
Sun  -  2:30pm 

2710  West  Alabama 
Houston,  Texas 
(713)526-2721 

A.D.  Players  Touring  Company  - 
Live  theater  with  a  living  message! 


Call  (713)526-2721  to  book  this  exciting  company  for  your  event! 
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Devastation 

UM  visitor  says  Jamaica 
6 disrupted 9  by  hurricane 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


PHOTO  BY  THE  REV.  R  BRUCE  WEAVER 

A  chicken  farmer  in  Jamaica  describes  how  Hurricane  Gilbert  destroyed  his  farm  and  at  least  25,000  chickens 
last  month.  The  Jamaican  government  estimates  the  total  damage  to  the  country  to  be  close  to  $8  million. 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist  minister  from  Dal¬ 
las  who  visited  Jamaica  last  month  said 
residents  are  experiencing  “a  total  dis¬ 
ruption  within  their  families,  community 
life  and  livelihood.” 

“It  will  take  months  and  months  to  re¬ 
store  the  island,"  said  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce 
Weaver,  a  district  superintendent  in  the 
North  Texas  Annual  Conference.  “But 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Jamaica  will  be 
a  part  of  that.” 

Dr.  Weaver  was  in  Jamaica  Sept.  20-25 
as  a  disaster-response  specialist  for  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

He  and  Alford  Alphonse,  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  executive  for 
Latin  American  and  the  Caribbean,  sur¬ 
veyed  the  storm-wracked  island  a  week 
after  it  was  hit  by  Hurricane  Gilbert. 

Volunteers  not  needed  yet 

Dr.  Weaver  said  that  right  now,  the  Ja¬ 
maica  Methodists  aren’t  ready  to  receive 
volunteers  because  they  are  still  report¬ 
ing  the  damages. 

“But  on  the  long-term,  they’ll  need 
many  volunteers  to  put  their  lives  back 
together,"  he  said. 

At  least  25  people  died  in  the  hurri¬ 
cane,  and  800,000  people  were  initially 
left  homeless. 

“Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg  [chief  executive 
•of  the  UM  relief  committee]  asked  me  to 
represent  UMCOR  in  a  pastoral  role  and 
convey  to  the  leadership  of  the  Jamaican 
Methodist  Church  our  concern  as  United 
Methodists,”  Dr.  Weaver  said. 

He  presented  a  check  to  the  Jamaica 
District  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Caribbean  and  the  Americas  for  $20,000. 


By  GLEN LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Agencies  that  monitor  racism  and  sex¬ 
ism  in  the  United  Methodist  Church  vot¬ 
ed  last  week  to  look  into  a  late  August 
decision  to  eliminate  11  staff  positions  at 
the  denomination’s  mission  board. 

The  General  Commission  on  Religion 
and  Race  voted  to  express  its  concern, 
and  the  General  Commission  on  the  Sta¬ 
tus  and  Role  of  Women  in  the  Church 
agreed  to  ask  for  more  information  re¬ 
garding  the  action. 

In  addition,  the  Commission  on  Reli¬ 
gion  and  Race  voted  to  express  its  con¬ 
cern  about  personnel  practices  at  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House  in 
Nashville. 

In  a  recent  action,  a  Hispanic  employ¬ 
ee  in  the  publishing  house’s  Cokesbury 
Division  was  let  go  when  her  marketing 
position  was  eliminated  as  part  of  a  bud- 


That  money  had  been  approved  Sept.  14 
by  newly  elected  directors  of  the  relief 
committee. 

Another  $10,000  was  used  to  purchase 
generators  for  water  pumps  and  water 
purification  tablets  in  conjunction  with 
Church  World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the 
National  Council  of  Churches. 

Most  roofs  damaged 

Dr.  Weaver  said  the  primary  damage 
in  Jamaica  was  to  house  roofs. 

The  Rev.  C.  Evans  Bailey,  superinten¬ 
dent  for  the  Jamaica  District  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  the  Caribbean,  and 
the  Rev.  Phillip  Potter,  former  World 
Council  of  Churches  chief  executive, 
were  among  thousands  of  people  who  re¬ 
ported  roof  damage  caused  by  the  storm. 

“It’s  estimated  that  anywhere  from  60 
to  80  percent  of  the  roofs  of  the  homes 
had  total-to-severe  damage,"  said  Dr. 
Weaver.  “By  total,  I  mean  blown  off  so 
that  you  could  see  the  sky  standing  inside 
your  house. 

“After  the  hurricane,  then  it  rained 
about  12  inches  and  flooded  the  houses.” 

At  least  80  percent  of  the  120  Method¬ 
ist  parsonages  and  churches  were  dam¬ 
aged,  he  said.  Some  homes  along  the 
seacoast  were  blown  away,  and  many 
people  lost  everything. 

Dr.  Weaver  said  the  loss  of  drinking 
water,  food  and  jobs  had  totally  disrupt¬ 
ed  living  patterns. 

Lives  disrupted 

“This  [disruption]  includes  the  cottage 
industries,  factories,  farms  and  tour¬ 
ism,”  he  said. 

“Banana  plantations  and  coconut 
groves  were  leveled  for  miles,  and  they 
will  take  several  years  to  replace.  Fruit 


Nominee  pledges  to  balance 
National  Division  budget, 
Page  4 


get  cutback. 

At  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries,  the  11  midlevel  staff  positions 
eliminated  in  an  effort  to  trim  its  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  budget  were 
held  by  women,  a  Hispanic  and  a  black. 

Seven  of  the  nine  missions  board  staff 
members  were  reassigned  within  the 
agency,  officials  said.  Two  positions 
were  vacant. 

Ezequiel  Gonzalez,  a  member  of  the 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race  from 
Lakewood,  N.J.,  told  other  commission 
members  that  the  UM  mission  agency  has 
“blatantly  practiced"  racism  and  sexism. 

He  called  for  a  commission  resolution 


trees,  such  as  mango  trees,  were 
stripped  of  branches  like  a  giant  came 
through  searching  for  a  plaything. 

“All  the  hotels  have  some  kind  of  dam¬ 
age,  so  very  few  are  open  for  business." 

Kingston,  the  capital,  is  the  site  of 
much  heavy  manufacturing.  Dr.  Weaver 
said.  But  most  of  the  factories  won’t 
have  power  for  several  weeks.  Employ¬ 
ees  will  be  out  of  work  until  the  factories 
re-open. 


expressing  “as  strong  as  possible”  con¬ 
cern  about  the  decision. 

“The  need  of  this  situation  demands  an 
immediate,  serious  and  intensive  expres¬ 
sion  of  concern,”  Mr.  Gonzalez  said. 

But  the  Rev.  Luther  W.  Henry,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Commission  on  Religion  and 
Race  from  Hurst,  Texas,  said  the  agency 
should  investigate  the  situation  before 
reacting. 

"We  want  to  gather  all  the  facts,"  Mr. 
Henry  said,  urging  the  commission  not  to 
act  “on  hearsay.” 

The  Rev.  Kenneth  Deere,  a  commis¬ 
sion  staff  member,  told  the  group  that 
the  mission  agency  is  “No.  1  on  our  list 
for  a  review.”  That  review  is  to  be  con¬ 
ducted  early  in  1989. 

“I  think  this  [review]  will  be  a  signal 
that  we  will  respond  as  quickly  as  possi¬ 
ble,”  Mr.  Deere  said,  referring  to  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  concern.  “We  need  to  get 


“The  big  problem  is  producing  income 
to  buy  food,”  Dr.  Weaver  said.  “Food  is 
there,  but  unless  the  churches  from  the 
world  respond  and  help  set  up  a  system 
for  distribution,  a  lot  of  those  people 
won’t  have  food.” 

Besides  food,  Dr.  Weaver  continued, 
the  Jamaicans  need  shelter,  bedding  and 
clothing.  Building  supplies  are  in  big  de¬ 
mand  as  well  because  materials  are  so 
expensive. 


involved  as  quickly  as  we  can.” 

The  Commission  on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  authorized  an  official  let¬ 
ter  of  inquiry  to  the  Rev.  Randolph  Nu¬ 
gent,  chief  executive  of  the  mission 
board,  asking  for  a  firsthand  explanation 
of  the  layoffs  and  the  rationale  used  for 
selecting  personnel  for  dismissal. 

Some  members  of  the  women’s  status 
commission  wanted  to  make  a  more 
forceful  inquiry. 

“I  feel  we  need  to  register  serious  con¬ 
cern  by  a  consensus  of  our  commission,” 
said  Fran  Eldredge  of  El  Sobrante,  Calif. 

Pong  Javier  of  Country  Club  Hills,  Ill., 
agreed.  “I  think  we  need  to  put  some 
substance  in  this  letter,’’  she  said. 
"They’ve  had  enough  letters  already.” 

Kiyoko  Kasai  Fujiu,  a  member  of 
women’s  commission’s  three-person  ex¬ 
ecutive  secretariat,  cautioned  that,  while 
the  letter  should  request  an  official 


"It  will  take  a  while  to  get  enough  cor¬ 
rugated  roofing  and  plastic  covering  for 
all  the  damaged  homes,”  he  said. 

“The  people  feel  they  need  loans  to 
buy  materials  to  get  the  basic  economy 
back.  One  farmer  lost  his  whole  chicken 
operation:  25,000  out  27,000  chickens.  We 
learned  that  the  government  will  help 
the  big  farmers.  But  a  loan  fund  is  need 
to  help  the  little  family  that  had  a  few 
chickens  and  two  goats." 


statement  from  Dr.  Nugent,  it  shouldn’t 
bear  the  full  force  of  advocacy. 

“It’s  premature  to  put  substance  in  this 
letter  because  we’ve  had  no  individual  al¬ 
legations  of  discrimination,"  she  said. 

The  commission  asked  for  a  reply  in 
time  for  its  February  1989  meeting. 

United  Methodist  Women  of  the  West¬ 
ern  North  Carolina  Annual  Conference 
also  have  petitioned  Dr.  Nugent,  ques¬ 
tioning  the  personnel  practices  and  con¬ 
demning  the  elimination  of  the  Office  of 
Deaconess  Service  and  the  termination 
of  its  longtime  executive  secretary, 
Christine  Brewer. 

Women  executives  in  the  L?M  mission 
agency  recently  formed  their  own  asso¬ 
ciation  to  protest  the  cutbacks,  contend¬ 
ing  they  show  sex,  race  and  age 
discrimination. 

Associate  Editor  Cynthia  B.  Astle  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  story. 
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More  relief 
funds  pledged 

United  Methodists  have  given  the  Ja¬ 
maica  District  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  the  Caribbean  and  the  Americas 
$147,830  in  assistance  grants. 

After  the  Rev.  R.  Bruce  Weaver  of 
Dallas  assessed  damage  to  the  island  last 
month  to  determine  further  assistance 
by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  the  agency  approved  three  addi¬ 
tional  grants  to  the  Jamaica  Methodist 
Church: 

•/  $25,000  for  food,  to  be  distributed 
by  pastors  in  25  circuits.  The  relief  com¬ 
mittee  is  to  send  rice,  red  peas,  pow¬ 
dered  milk,  canned  meat  and  other  basic 
staples. 

/  $25,000  for  a  revolving  loan  fund 
for  people  to  start  repairing  their  homes. 

/  $15,000  for  a  special  program  in 
the  Rivertown  city  area  of  Kingston  to 
assist  people  who  have  no  homes  and  no 
place  to  go. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  commit¬ 
tee  also  contributed  $52,830  to  Church 
World  Service,  relief  arm  of  the  National 
Council  of  Churches,  for  the  purchase  of 
polyethylene  sheets.  The  sheets  are  to  be 
used  as  temporary  roofing  for  damaged 
buildings. 

During  the  week  Hurricane  Gilbert  hit 
Jamaica,  UM  relief  committee  directors 
approved  an  initial  grant  of  $30,000. 

Contributions  to  assist  the  Jamaica 
Methodist  Church  should  be  earmarked 
for  Advance  No.  420625-4  Jamaica  Reha¬ 
bilitation  and  Recovery. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Border  area  needs 
put  at  $100,000 

A  United  Methodist  pastor,  assessing 
damages  caused  by  Hurricane  Gilbert, 
said  $100,000  is  needed  immediately  to 
aid  flooding  victims  in  northeast  Mexico 
and  in  “colonias”  along  the  Rio  Grande 
in  South  Texas. 

The  denomination’s  relief  agency  al¬ 
ready  has  approved  $30,000  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  special  disaster  fund  that  church 
members  can  contribute  through— Ad¬ 
vance  No.  982422-4. 

The  Rev.  William  J.  Hughes,  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  San  Be¬ 
nito,  Texas,  said  that  in  addition  to  storm 
damage  in  Mexico,  Rio  Grande  flooding 
has  left  families  homeless  and  wiped  out 
migrant  farm  worker  jobs  on  the  U.S. 
side  of  the  border. 

The  Rev.  Reuben  Regis,  a  Methodist 
district  superintendent  in  northeastern 
Mexico,  reported  that  towns  along  the 
coast  in  Mexico— many  with  small,  poor 
Methodist  congregations— suffered 
heavily  from  severe  winds,  heavy  rains 
and  flooding  tide  waters. 

Beverly  Robberson,  editor  of  the 
Southwest  Texas  edition  of  the  Reporter, 
contributed  to  this  article. 


“SUVENDU  DESERVES 
A  CHANCE  IN  LIFE” 


Monitoring  agencies  to  look  at  mission  board  layoffs 


Women’s  commission  labors  to  redefine  identity  after  opposition 


BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

CHICAGO— “It’s  been  a  difficult  birth¬ 
ing  process,  but  we  have  delivered." 

With  those  words,  47  members  of  the 
United  Methodist  General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the 
Church— who  labored  for  four  days  to  or¬ 
ganize  for  the  1989-92  quadrenniuum— 
were  sent  forth  by  their  new  president, 
the  Rev.  Linda  E.  Thomas. 

During  the  Sept.  22-25  session  commis¬ 
sion  members: 

•Considered  theological  reasons  for 
its  continued  existence  in  light  of  a  1988 
General  Conference  vote  that  almost 
abolished  the  agency. 

•  Sent  its  nominations  committee  back 
twice  to  devise  a  slate  of  officers  that 
the  full  commission  would  accept  as  ra¬ 
cially  and  ethnically  inclusive. 

Opposition  remembered 

Recent  opposition  to  the  agency  inten¬ 


sified  the  commission  members’  initial 
examination  of  its  purpose  and  goals  for 
the  next  four  years. 

A  vote  to  abolish  the  commission— an 
effort  that  began  as  a  petition  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Abilene, 
Texas— was  narrowly  defeated  in  May 
by  a  margin  of  52  to  48  percent. 

Commission  members  were  mindful  of 
that  vote  as  they  sought  theological  in¬ 
struction  from  the  Rev.  Sharon  Zimmer¬ 
man  Rader,  senior  pastor  of  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  East  Lan¬ 
sing,  Mich. 

Ms.  Rader  said  the  church's  quadrennial 
theme,  "Celebrate  and  Witness,"  under¬ 
scores  the  commission’s  need  to  form  its 
purpose  and  goals  clearly  and  to  communi¬ 
cate  those  ideas  to  the  entire  denomination. 

"We  can’t  witness  until  we  identify  what 
we  celebrate,”  she  said.  “To  celebrate,  we 
must  be  clear  about  our  mission." 

As  the  basis  for  theological  reflection, 
she  read  Jesus’  question  to  the  disciples 


in  Mark  8:29:  “Who  do  you  say  I  am?” 

Ms.  Rader  then  engaged  commission 
members  in  a  meditation  on  who  Jesus 
Christ  is  to  them  personally. 

Members  share  views  of  Christ 

After  sharing  their  responses  with  each 
other,  members  were  asked  to  reflect  on 
their  reasons  for  being  on  the  commission 
and  reasons  for  the  agency  to  exist. 

"Our  goal  is  not  self-preservation  but 
the  completion  of  the  unfinished  work  of 
the  commission,"  commented  Becky 
Haase  of  Glendale,  Calif.,  a  returning 
member,  during  the  subsequent  discussion. 

Members’  responses  to  the  theological 
study  Ms.  Rader  led  are  to  be  compiled 
by  agency  staff  members  for  further  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  commission’s  February 
meeting.  That’s  when  plans  for  the  new 
quadrennium  are  to  be  adopted. 

In  addition  to  their  theological  reflec¬ 
tion,  the  reorganizing  commission  strug¬ 
gled  to  model  inclusiveness  for  the 
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CHICAGO— The  Rev.  Linda  E.  Thomas  of  Washington  (center),  new  president  of  the  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the  Church,  leads  agency  directors  in  a  litany— “For  all  that  has  been,  thanks.  For  all 
that  will  be,  YES!”— at  the  close  of  a  plenary  session.  With  her  are  Joetta  Rinehart  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  (left), 
new  vice  president,  and  Winonah  McGee  of  Monroe,  Iowa  (right),  new  secretary. 


United  Methodist  Church. 

The  new  president,  Ms.  Thomas,  is 
black.  She  is  dean  of  students  at  L^M-re- 
lated  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  and  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Annual  Conference. 

The  commission  selected  Joetta  Rine¬ 
hart  of  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  a  white 
laywoman,  as  vice  president  and  Win¬ 
onah  McGee  of  Monroe,  Iowa,  a  Native 
American  laywoman,  as  secretary. 

Committee  has  hard  time 

But  the  nominations  committee  had  a 
harder  job  achieving  racial  and  ethnic 
inclusiveness  in  the  rest  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  leadership. 

Despite  seeking  additional  information 
from  commission  members  and  working 
until  wee  hours  for  two  nights,  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  first  two  proposed  slates  were  re¬ 
jected  by  the  full  commission. 

Two  of  the  biggest  objections  from  com¬ 
mission  members  were  the  lack  of  Hispan- 
ics  and  ethnic  men  in  the  leadership. 

Nominations  committee  members  re¬ 
sponded  that  the  commission’s  new  mem¬ 


bership  doesn’t  have  many  ethnic  men. 
Those  who  are  members  were  unavailable 
to  accept  leadership,  they  added. 

“As  one  of  the  ethnic  men  on  the  com¬ 
mission,  I  have  to  tell  you  that  I  cannot 
take  an  office  because  I’m  simply 
stretched  to  my  limit,"  said  Holman  Ed¬ 
mond  Jr.,  a  black  layman  from  Atlanta. 

After  some  members  who  had  initially 
declined  leadership  reconsidered,  the 
nominations  committee  came  up  with  a 
slate  accepted  by  the  commission  at  the 
final  plenary  session  Sunday  morning. 

Committee  chairs,  who  with  the  offi¬ 
cers  form  the  commission’s  coordinating 
committee,  are  Albert  Pruess-Jones  of 
Austin,  Texas,  annual  conference  and 
constitutent  services;  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Ann  Lopez  Spence  of  Albuquerque,  N.M., 
ideas  and  education;  Marie  Rivera  of 
Bergen,  N.J.,  monitoring  and  research; 
Don  Mendenhall  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
evaluation  and  review;  Ms.  Haase,  fi¬ 
nance;  Marcus  Dickson  of  Washington, 
legislative  coordinator,  the  Rev.  William 
Mullette  of  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  nomina¬ 
tions;  and  the  Rev.  Naomi  Patricia 
Southard  of  San  Francisco,  personnel. 


Publishing  house  to  phase  out 
non-UM  printing  customers 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  the  nation’s  largest 
church-related  book  publisher,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  will  phase  out  printing 
for  non-United  Methodist  customers. 

The  announcement  came  Sept.  30,  four 
days  after  the  45-member  General  Board 
of  Publications,  which  governs  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house,  met  in  a  special  closed  ses¬ 
sion  in  Nashville. 

The  governing  board  asked  Mr.  Feast- 
er  to  develop  a  plan  and  general  sched¬ 
ule  for  the  gradual  reduction  of 
commercial  printing  ventures. 

Printing  for  non-United  Methodist  cus¬ 
tomers  has  reportedly  accounted  for  about 
35  percent  of  the  workload  for  Parthenon 
Press,  the  house’s  manufacturing  division. 

Robert  K.  Feaster,  president  and  pub¬ 
lisher,  said  current  commitments  to  cus¬ 
tomers  would  be  honored  as  the 
“downsizing"  occurs. 

Mr.  Feaster  said  continued  commer¬ 
cial  printing  work  "does  not  fit  well  with 
our  primary  mission.”  In  addition,  he 
said,  “It  creates  a  continuing  demand  for 
major  capital  investment  in  equipment, 
which  is  difficult  to  commit  in  the  face 
of  other  pressing  priorities.” 


Publishing  officials  stressed  that  the 
phase-out  of  printing  for  non-United  Meth¬ 
odist  customers  wouldn’t  affect  on-going 
functions  for  the  denomination. 

Parthenon  has  317  full-time  and  46  part- 
time  employees.  Mr.  Feaster  said  staff  re¬ 
ductions  were  expected  to  occur  through 
attrition  caused  by  retirements,  resigna¬ 
tions  and  periodic  staff  adjustments. 

“Any  Parthenon  Press  employees  af¬ 
fected  by  staff  reductions  will  be  treated 
equitably  and  as  compassionately  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  accordance  with  house  policies, 
which  we  feel  are  quite  generous,”  Mr. 
Feaster  said. 


fj  CHOIR  ROBES 


EXPERT 
U  TAILORING 


$22i 


Finest  Fabrics  including 
Permanent  Press  and  Wash  and  Wear 
Superior  Quality  Free  Color  Catalog 
and  Fabnc  Swatches  on  Request 
Guaranteed  Satisfaction 
TOLL-FREE  1-800-826-8612 

lEGENCY 


P.0  Box  10S57T 
Jacksonville,  Florida  32207 


SUVENDU,  a  five-year-old  boy  liv¬ 
ing  in  Calcutta,  India,  was  trying  to 
support  himself  by  washing  dishes. 
His  father  is  crippled,  and  his 
mother  earns  a  dime  a  day. 

Suvendu  came  to  the  Christian 
mission,  begging  for  work,  and  the 
superintendent  suggested  that  he 
remain  there  so  he  could  be  given 
a  good  education  plus  food  for 
body  and  spirit. 

You  could  sponsor  this  needy 
youngster  for  just  a  few  cents  a  day 
through  WORLD’S  CHILDREN, 
INC.,  an  organization  founded  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 
The  sponsorship  fee  is  $13  a 
month,  and  gifts  to  WCI  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible.  WCI  sent  88%  of  funds  re¬ 
ceived  on  to  the  children  in  1987. 

You  will  receive  full  information 
on  the  child:  photo,  name,  address, 
plus  news  on  our  work  with  chil¬ 
dren.  Will  you  sponsor  a  destitute 
youngster?  It  is  a  joyful  experience 
when  blessings  are  shared  with 
those  in  need.  Please  write  today. 


I - 


Fn 


WORLDS 

CHILDREN 


I  with  to  sponsor  o  child  where  the 

Enclosed  it  payment  lor  first  month 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 
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United  Methodists  affirm  continued  support 
for  ecumenical  group  amid  its  budget  crisis 


OCTOBER  7,  1988 


From  Staff  and  News  Service  Reports 
The  National  Council  of  Churches  is 
facing  a  severe  financial  crunch  that 
threatens  to  force  cutbacks  in  many  pro¬ 
grams,  according  to  the  Rev.  Arie  R. 
Brouwer,  chief  executive  of  the  nation¬ 
wide  ecumenical  organization. 

But  the  impending  crisis  is  not  necessar¬ 
ily  a  bad  development,  said  the  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  W.  Huston,  United  Methodism's  top 
ecumenical  official.  He  attended  the  recent 
NCC  Executive  Committee  meeting  at 
which  Dr.  Brouwer  reported  the  problem. 

Dr.  Brouwer  told  committee  members 
that  financial  problems  that  have 
plagued  the  agency  for  at  least  two  de¬ 
cades  seem  finally  to  be  coming  to  a 
head  and  could  lead  to  “very  severe  pro¬ 
gram  reductions.” 


A  major  cause  of  the  budget  crisis, 
said  Dr.  Brouwer,  appears  to  be  the 
growing  disenchantment  in  the  United 
States  with  mainline  Protestant  denomi¬ 
nations  from  which  the  NCC  draws  most 
of  its  support. 

Many  NCC  member  communions,  in¬ 
cluding  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
have  suffered  significant  membership 
losses  in  recent  years. 

A  search  for  identity 

The  mainline  churches  seem  to  be  en¬ 
tering  a  time  when  they  are  on  a  “search 
for  identity,”  Dr.  Brouwer  said.  That 
translates  into  a  waning  of  support  for 
the  NCC,  he  said. 

Although  some  NCC  member  denomi- 
-~*;ons  have  manofT<v*  *o  keep  their  dona¬ 


tions  to  the  agency  at  a  consistent  level, 
Dr.  Brouwer  said  that  appears  to  be  “get¬ 
ting  harder  and  harder  and  harder.’" 

Dr.  Brouwer  reported  that  reserves  of 
the  agency’s  various  program  units  are 
"more  or  less  exhausted." 

Even  Church  World  Service— the 
agency’s  relief  wing  and  by  far  the  larg¬ 
est  and  healthiest  of  the  units,  command¬ 
ing  about  70  percent  of  the  agency’s 
annual  budget— has  not  escaped  the  cri¬ 
sis,  Dr.  Brouwer  pointed  out.  He  said 
Church  World  Service  is  facing  an  oper¬ 
ating  shortage  of  $1.5  to  $2  million. 

The  NCC  chief  executive  suggested 
problems  experienced  by  Church  World 
Service  have  been  caused  in  part  by  con¬ 
cerns  of  some  member  denominations 
that  the  agency  is  being  forced  to  give  up 


the  church  today 


United  Methodist  chosen  public 
affairs  director  of  Boy  Scouting 

IRVING,  Texas— A  United  Methodist 
layman  has  been  named  director  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  for  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America.  N*. 

Julian  Dyke  is  a 
certified  lay  speaker 
and  an  adult  church 
school  teacher.  The 
Baltimore  native 
once  served  as  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  East  Mill¬ 
stone  United  Julian  Dyke 
Methodist  Church  in  East  Millstone,  N.  J. 

In  his  new  job,  Mr.  Dyke  is  to  work 
with  public,  private  and  government  or¬ 
ganizations  to  explain  Scouting’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  youth  development.  He 
joined  Boy  Scouts  of  America  staff  in 
May  1977  as  director  of  religious  rela¬ 
tionships  after  nine  years  as  an  official 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

Pastor  killed  as  trespasser 
while  making  house  call 

GENEVA,  Fla.— The  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  was  killed  Sept. 
11  while  making  a  pastoral  call. 

The  Rev.  Richard  Conner,  48,  a  native 
of  Martins  Ferry,  Ohio,  turned  into  the 
wrong  driveway  and  was  shot  as  a  tres¬ 
passer  while  still  seated  in  his  car,  ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  in  the  Florida 
conference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 

He  leaves  a  wife,  Pamela  Johnson 
Conner,  and  two  children. 

Zimbabwe’s  ex-president  glad 
to  be  back  teaching  theology 

HARARE,  Zimbabwe  (EPS)— The 
Methodist  minister  who  was  Zimbabwe's 
first  president  says  he  is  glad  to  "back  in 
the  land  of  the  living.” 


The  Rev.  Canaan  Banana,  who  held  of¬ 
fice  from  April  1980  to  the  end  of  1987, 
now  lectures  part  time  in  political  theol¬ 
ogy  at  the  University  of  Zimbabwe, 
where  he  used  to  be  chancellor. 

Retired  on  a  full  presidential  salary, 
Mr.  Banana  is  not  accepting  payment  for 
his  university  work.  He  is  a  prolific  writ¬ 
er  on  liberation  theology. 

Ministry  commission  re-elects 
Ruth  Daugherty  as  chair 

CHICAGO  (UMNS) — A  special  commis¬ 
sion  appointed  by  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  to  continue  studying  ministry  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  re-elected  Ruth 
A.  Daugherty  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  as 
chairwoman  for  another  four  years. 

The  Commission  for  the  Study  of  Min¬ 
istry,  originally  created  by  the  1984  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  also  elected  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  (Dallas  Area)  as  vice  chair¬ 
man  and  the  Rev.  Gerald  Moede,  Adell, 
Wis.,  as  secretary. 

The  35-member  commission,  which 
met  Sept.  20-21  to  reorganize  for  the 
1989-92  quadrennium,  includes  20  new 
members  appointed  by  the  Council  of 
Bishops.  Its  report  to  the  1988  General 
Conference  affirmed  the  concept  of  a 
permanent  diaconate  but  didn’t  propose 
immediate  change  in  church  law,  calling 
instead  for  further  exploration. 

North  Carolina  minister  named 
to  UM  Publishing  House  post 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— A  North  Caro¬ 
lina  cleric  has  been  named  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  public  relations  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  Rev.  Walter  H.  McKelvey,  cur¬ 
rently  director  of  congregational  devel¬ 
opment  for  the  Western  North  Carolina 


Annual  Conference,  is  to  assume  his  new 
duties  Jan.  1. 

As  head  of  public  relations  for  the  Nash¬ 
ville-based  publishing  house,  Dr.  McKel¬ 
vey  is  to  oversee  internal  communications, 
media  relations  and  production  of  such 
publications  as  “Newscope,”  a  weekly 
newsletter  about  the  denomination. 

Former  communications  staffer 
fills  post  at  new  Vision  network 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  former  TV 
producer  with  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications  has  been  named  vice  president 
for  programming  of  the  new  Vision  In¬ 
terfaith  Satellite  Network. 

Jeffrey  Weber  of  New  York  helped 
prepare  the  cable  network,  which  fea¬ 
tures  values-oriented  programs  from 
mainline  denominations— including  the 
United  Methodist  Church— for  its  Sept. 
19  debut.  Mr.  Weber  worked  at  the  UM 
communications  agency  until  1980  while 
studying  at  Union  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York. 

Before  assuming  his  new  post,  Mr.  We¬ 
ber  was  director  of  video  productions  at 
Trinity  Church  (Episcopal)  in  New  York. 
He  has  also  worked  with  the  Nickelodeon 
cable  service,  the  Disney  Channel  and 
WNET-TV,  New  York. 

Seattle  bishop  elected  to  lead 
religion  and  race  commission 

WASHINGTON-Bishop  Calvin  D. 
McConnell  (Seattle  Area)  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race  last  week. 

Directors  selected  Bishop  Joseph  B. 
Bethea  (Columbia,  S.C.,  Area)  as  vice 
president;  the  Rev.  Bradley  F.  Watkins 
of 'Dunlap,  Ill.,  as  secretary;  and  Lorrine 
Smith,  a  layperson  from  Chicago,  as  as¬ 
sistant  secretary. 


The  Most  Beautiful  Songs  Ever  Written! 

More  singing  is  now  available  as  we  introduce  two  brand  new  cassette  tapes.  Our  first  cassette  entitled  "On  The  Jericho  Road” 
is  a  tremendous  blend  of  both  old  and  new  songs.  This  cassette  has  been  especially  tuned  for  automobile  cassette  players  and  high 
quality  home  stereo  systems. 

Another  new  cassette  in  this  series  is  "Old  Time  Religion”,  which  features  three  more  songs  written  by  Fanny  J.  Crosby. 

Each  cassette  is  one  hour  long,  with  the  exception  of  the  “Tribute  to  Fanny  J.  Crosby”  cassette  which  is  IV2  hours  long.  All 
singing  is  led  by  RAY  WALKER,  bass  with  the  internationally  known  "Jordanaires”  Quartet.  All  cassettes  have  the  glorious  con¬ 
gregational  sound  that  we  have  loved  so  longl 


“ON  THE  JERICHO  ROAD” 

•LET  THERE  BE  A  RAINBOW 
•CHURCH  IN  THE  WILDWOOD 
•IT  MAY  BE  AT  MORN 
•WONDERFUL  GRACE  OF  JESUS 
•THANK  GOD  FOR  CALVARY 
•THE  KINGDOM  IS  SPREADING 
•NOBODY  KNOWS  BUT  JESUS 
•THAT  NIGHT  IN  GETHSEMANE 
•WONDERFUL  STORY  OF  LOVE 
•SING  OH  SING  HIS  PRAISES  -U* 

•ON  THE  JERICHO  ROAD 

•JUST  A  LITTLE  TALK  WITH  JESUS 

•HE  IS  A  FRIEND  TO  ME 

•AN  EMPTY  MANSION 

•TIME  ENOUGH  YET 

•DONT  WAIT  TOO  LONG 

•MEET  ME  THERE 

•I’LL  FLY  AWAY 

•BEAUTIFUL  ROBES  OF  WHITE 

“A  TRIBUTE  TO  FANNY  “ 
J.  CROSBY” 

•BLESSED  ASSURANCE 

•ALL  THE  WAY  MY  SAVIOR  LEADS  ME 

•A  WONDERFUL  SAVIOR 

•JESUS  IS  TENDERLY  CALLING 

•I  AM  THINE,  OH  LORD 

•HIDE  ME,  O  MY  SAVIOR 

•JESUS,  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 

•TO  THE  WORK 

•RESCUE  THE  PERISHING 

•TO  GOD  BE  THE  GLORY 

•CLOSE  TO  THEE 

•PASS  ME  NOT 

•HOLD  THOU  MY  HAND 

•TAKE  THE  WORLD.  BUT  GIVE  ME  JESUS 

•I  SHALL  KNOW  HIM 

•REDEEMED 

•WILL  YOU  COME? 

•TIS  THE  BLESSED  HOUR  OF  PRAYER 
•WILL  JESUS  FIND  US  WATCHING? 

•PRAISE  HIM!  PRAISE  HIM! 

•TELL  ME  THE  STORY  OF  JESUS 
•THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 
•SAFE  IN  THE  ARMS  OP  JESUS 
•THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 
•SAVIOR,  MORE  THAN  LIFE  TO  ME 
•WELCOME  FOR  ME 
•SPEED  AWAY 

•SOMEDAY  THE  SILVER  CORD  WILL  BREAK 


“OLD  TIME  RELIGION” 

•UNSEARCHABLE  RICHES 

•NEARER  THE  CROSS 

•ONE  BLESSED  HOUR 

•HE  LEADETH  ME 

•THOU  THINKEST  LORD  OF  ME 

•WHEN  THE  SUN  OF  MY  LIFE  GOES  DOWN 

•SWEETER  GETS  THE  JOURNEY 

•SEEKING  FOR  ME 

•JESUS  KEEP  ME  NEAR  THE  CROSS 

•MANSION  OVER  THE  HILLTOP 

•TIS  THE  OLD  TIME  RELIGION 

•IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  MY  KING 

•THAT  WILL  BE  GLORY  FOR  ME  (GABRIEL) 

•I  LOVE  MY  SAVIOR  TOO 

•WITHOUT  HIM 

•LET  THE  LOWER  LIGHTS  BE  BURNING 
•THOUGH  YOUR  SINS  BE  AS  SCARLET 
•GLORY  FOR  ME  (POLLOCK) 

•BEYOND  THE  SUNSET 


“WONDERFUL 
WORDS  OF  LIFE” 

•TAKE  MY  LIFE  AND  LET  IT  BE 
•WONDERFUL  WORDS  OF  LIFE 
•SONG  OF  WONDERFUL  LOVE 
(WONDERFUL,  WONDERFUL) 

•EVERY  CLOUD  HAS  A  SILVER  LINING 

•WE  HAVE  AN  ANCHOR 

•AM  I  NEARER  TO  HEAVEN  TODAY 

•WILL  THERE  BE  ANY  STARS 

•FROM  THE  CROSS  TO  THE  CROWN 

•I’LL  LIVE  IN  GLORY 

•I’LL  LIVE  ON 

•UPON  THE  BANKS  OF  JORDAN 
STOOD  (ALL  PARTS  SUNG  BY  RAY 
WALKER) 

•THERE  IS  A  FOUNTAIN 
•GLORY  FOR  ME 
•BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 
•JESUS  IS  ALL  THE  WORLD  TO  ME 
•WHERE  THE  ROSES  NEVER  FADE 
•SURELY  GOODNESS  AND  MERCY 
•HEAVEN 

•WHISPERING  HOPE 


“IT  IS  NO  SECRET 
WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO” 


MARCHING  IN 

^7 


•IT  IS  NO  SECRET  WHAT  GOD  CAN  DO 
•THERE  IS  A  BALM  IN  GILEAD 
•TAKE  MY  HAND  PRECIOUS  LORD 
•WHEN  THE  SAINTS  GO  MARCHING  IN 
•I  WANT  TO  KNOW 
•BECAUSE  HE  LIVES 
•AMAZING  GRACE 
•HE  SET  ME  FREE  _ 

•BATTLE  HYMN  OF  THE  REPUBLIC 
•THIS  OLD  HOUSE 
•PEACE  IN  THE  VALLEY 
•HOW  GREAT  THOU  ART 
•WHERE  COULD  I  GO? 

•JUST  A  CLOSER  WALK  WITH  THEE 
•HE’LL  UNDERSTAND  AND  SAY  "WELL 
DONE” 

•PRECIOUS  MEMORIES 

•WILL  THE  CIRCLE  BE  UNBROKEN 


“MY  GOD  AND  I” 

•HE 

•DO  YOU  KNOW  THE  SONG 

•THE  END  OF  THE  WAY 

•THE  LAST  MILE  OF  THE  WAY 

•THANK  GOD  FOR  JESUS,  HE’S  MINE 

•JESUS  TOOK  MY  BURDEN 

•MY  GOD  IS  REAL 

•HOW  LONG  HAS  IT  BEEN? 

•SING  AND  BE  HAPPY 
•I’LL  BE  SOMEWHERE  LISTENING 
•I  LOVE  THE  LORD 
•MY  GOD  AND  I 
•I’D  RATHER  HAVE  JESUS 
•PUT  YOUR  HAND  IN  THE  HAND 
•THE  HALF  I  CANNOT  TELL 
•THE  HALF  HAS  NEVER  YET  BEEN 
TOLD 

•SING  OH  SING  HIS  PRAISES 
•OH  I  WANT  TO  SEE  HIM 


tennessee  ennie  fond 

Ray’s  unceasing  efforts  to  put  Christ  in  our  lives  is  truly 
an  inspiration.  I  salute  you  Ray  Walker  and  stand  behind  ( 
you  in  your  efforts  to  bring  Christ  into  our  every  day  lives. 


Six  and  one-half  (6V2)  hours  of  singing  — 

120  songs  in  all! 

These  cassettes  are  truly  a  treasure  and  are  priced  at  only  $8.95  each.  They  also  make  the  perfect  gift.  These  attractively 
packaged  recordings  may  be  obtained  by  writing  Dallas  Christian  Sound  or  by  completing  the  order  form  below.  What  a  power 
source  singing  can  be! 

HOLIDAY  SPECIAL  —  Order  one  tape  for  $8.95,  two  for  $  1 7.00,  three  for  $24.00,  four  for  $31.00,  five  for  $37.00,  or  six  for  $42,001 


DALLAS  CHRISTIAN 
SOUND 
P.O.  Box  796072 
Dallas,  Texas  75379 

PROVIDING  THE  BEST  IN 
RELIGIOUS  MUSIC 

— Life  Time  Guarantee  On  All  Tapes — 


□  “On  The  Jericho 
Road” 

PLEASE  RUSH:  Q  “Old  Time  Religion” 

□  “A  Tribute  To 
Fanny  J.  Crosby” 


□  “Wonderful  Words 
Of  Life” 

□  “It  Is  No  Secret 
What  God  Can  Do” 

□  “My  God  And  I” 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY  _ 


. STATE . 


.  ZIP  . 


too  much  of  its  income  to  support  "com¬ 
mon  services"  provided  by  the  council’s 
central  administrative  structure. 

Those  denominations,  which  Dr. 
Brouwer  didn’t  identify,  appear  to  be 
withholding  some  donations  as  a  form  of 
protest,  he  said. 

Crisis  in  stages  for  a  long  time 

Dr.  Huston,  who  is  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodism’s  General  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Christian  Unity  and  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns,  acknowledged  that  the 
NCC’s  current  financial  woes  have  exist¬ 
ed  “in  various  stages  for  a  long  time”  as 
a  result  of  dwindling  support. 

However,  Dr.  Huston  said,  “I  look  on  it 
(the  crisis)  as  a  very  positive  situation.” 

“I  envision  a  much  healthier  NCC  than 
we’ve  had  in  the  last  30  years”  as  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  crisis,  Dr.  Huston  said. 

Responding  to  Dr.  Brouwer’s  sugges¬ 
tion  that  some  denominations  are  with¬ 
holding  financial  support,  Dr.  Huston 
said  he  has  "no  factual  knowledge”  of 
such  action  by  official  United  Methodist 
supporters. 

He  said  that  United  Methodism  is  “un¬ 
equivocal”  in  its  commitment  to  the 
NCC  and  its  efforts  to  be  a  "visible  com¬ 
munity  of  communions.” 

NCC  records  show  that  the  council,  in¬ 
cluding  Church  World  Service,  received 
$4.14  million  from  all  official  United 
Methodist  sources  during  1987. 

Dr.  Huston  expressed  confidence  that 
the  financial  crunch  would  prompt  the 
organization  to  "grapple  with  key  is¬ 
sues”  that  have  faced  it  for  years. 

“For  30  years  we’ve  had  a  particular  or¬ 
ganizational  structure  and  expectations 
and  are  now  finding  things  are  not  work¬ 
ing  like  we  hoped  they  would,”  he  said. 

He  pointed  out  that,  as  a  result  of  similar 
previous  crises,  the  NCC  staff  is  less  than 
half  of  what  it  was  not  many  years  ago. 

"That’s  a  reflection  of  responsible  ad¬ 
ministration,”  Dr.  Huston  said. 

He  described  Dr.  Brouwer’s  most  re¬ 
cent  warnings  as  "a  healthy  approach  to 
reality”  and  said  he  has  confidence  in  the 
general  secretary’s  leadership. 

Agency  hasn’t  withheld  funds 

Another  United  Methodist  official,  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the 
denomination’s  relief  agency,  echoed 
similar  support  for  the  NCC  and  said  her 
agency  hasn’t  withheld  funds  from 
Church  World  Service. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  cooperates  with  Church  World 
Service  to  provide  worldwide  emergency 
disaster  aid. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  acknowledged  that  she 
has  been  among  critics  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  concern  about  "common  ser¬ 
vice”  assessments  placed  on  funds 
earmarked  for  emergency  assistance. 

“When  we  have  the  option  to  deal  di¬ 
rectly  (with  situations  requiring  emer¬ 
gency  assistance),  we  will  use  the  channel 
that  doesn’t  get  taxed  [for  common  ser¬ 
vices],”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

Using  direct  channels  rather  than 
Church  World  Service  has  been  a  long¬ 
standing  practice  of  her  agency,  Dr. 
Kehrberg  said,  and  shouldn’t  be  con¬ 
strued  as  a  form  of  withholding. 

She  acknowledged,  however,  that  relief 
committee  directors  did  decide  two  years 
ago  to  reduce  the  agency’s  contribution  to 
Church  World  Service’s  budgeted  program 
support  by  5  percent  annually. 

She  said  directors  made  that  cut— which 
totals  some  $30,000  per  year— to  express 
her  agency’s  objection  to  some  Church 
World  Service  program  funds  being  used 
for  non-relief  and  emergency  programs. 

"This  is  not  the  reason  CWS  is  in  trou¬ 
ble,”  Dr.  Kehrberg  said.  "But  you  can’t 
ask  people  charged  to  deal  with  hunger 
and  relief  ministries  to  support  items  not 
related  to  those  ministries.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
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in  Missions 


/4DWNCE  No  gift  too  small 


UMCOR  PHOTO  BY  REV.  R.  DEAN  HANCOCK 

ITANG,  Ethiopia— These  Sudanese  refugees  arrived  in  an  Ethiopian  refu¬ 
gee  camp  in  August  after  walking  as  much  as  40  days  to  find  food  and  shel¬ 
ter.  The  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  has  responded  to  the  needs 
of  these  people  through  gifts  from  the  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Floods  in  arid  Sudan  send 
thousands  to  refugee  camps 

By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Ministry  to  homeless  people  in  Sudan 
continues  to  be  the  call  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  follow¬ 
ing  recent  floods  in  the  African  nation. 

Funds  for  that  work  come  from  desig¬ 
nated,  second-mile  gifts  to  the  Advance 
for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Twelve  hours  of  rain  drenched  most  of 
Sudan,  one  Africa’s  largest  nations,  Aug. 

4.  The  downpour  totaled  an  estimated 
eight  inches. 

Since  much  of  the  ground  in  the  north¬ 
western  African  nation  is  dry  and  doesn’t 
absorb  water  easily,  massive  flooding  re¬ 
sulted. 

The  capital  city  of  Khartoum,  which 
sits  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile  River,  expe¬ 
rienced  most  of  the  flooding. 

The  United  Nations  reports  that  about 
1.5  million  of  the  4  million  residents  of 
Khartoum  are  without  food  or  shelter. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  city  has  been 
turned  into  lakes  and  mud. 

"When  that  much  flooding  happens, 
then  several  areas  are  affected,"  said  the 
Rev.  Gary  L.  Bekofske,  emergency-re¬ 
sponse  specialist  for  the  UM  relief  com¬ 
mittee.  "Roads  are  now  in  need  of 
repair,  and  getting  around  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult." 

The  World  Council  of  Churches  has  is¬ 
sued  an  appeal  for  $200,000  to  help  Su¬ 
dan.  Since  the  country  contains  no 
United  Methodist  congregations,  the  UM 
relief  committee  has  sent  $50,000  to  the 
Sudan  Council  of  Churches  to  purchase 
emergency  items  such  as  blankets,  medi¬ 
cine,  tents  and  heavy  waterproof  clothes. 

With  the  added  problems  of  internal 
wars  in  Sudan,  many  Sudanese  have  fled 
to  nearby  Ethiopia  in  search  of  food, 
clothing  and  shelter.  The  Rev.  R.  Dean 
Hancock,  project  officer  for  the  UM  re¬ 
lief  committee,  visited  the  Itang  Suda¬ 
nese  Refugee  Camp  in  August  and 
described  what  he  saw  to  the  Reporter. 

“We  were  told  that  some  of  these  peo¬ 
ple  are  children  and  adolescents  who 
walk  from  40  to  60  days  searching  for 
food  and  shelter,”  he  said. 

“The  current  emergency  situation  is 
the  direct  result  of  the  volume  of  refu¬ 


gees  and  their  poor  physical  health  upon 
arrival  to  camps.” 

In  the  September  issue  of  "UMCOR 
Update,”  Dr.  Norma  J.  Kehrberg,  chief 
executive  of  the  relief  committee,  de¬ 
scribes  how  her  agency  has  been  “called 
to  make  a  difference  in  the  lives  of  men, 
women  and  children  caught  in  depths  of 
despair.” 

"Earthquakes,  famines,  floods,  typhoons, 
wars  and  endemic  poverty  bring  pain,  mis¬ 
ery,  suffering  and  death,”  she  said. 

“But  in  Christ’s  name,  men  and  wom¬ 
en  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  be¬ 
lieve  that  things  don’t  have  to  be  that 
way.  They  believe  in  making  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  ease  the  burden  of  the  desolate, 
bring  hope  for  the  despairing  and  work 
to  eliminate  injustices  in  the  name  and 
spirit  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

Gifts  to  assist  this  effort  can  be  sent 
via  annual  conference  treasurers  and 
designated  for  Advance  No.  982450,  “UM¬ 
COR  Emergencies-Sudan.” 


UM  mission  board  nominee  promises 
he’ll  balance  National  Division  budget 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  Pennsylvania  pas¬ 
tor  nominated  to  head  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church’s  national  missions  agency 
promises  to  balance  the  budget  and  be 
particularly  sensitive  to  issues  of  sexism 
and  racism. 

The  nomination  of  the  Rev.  Brian  A.  Fet¬ 
terman,  57,  to  head  the  National  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  has  spawned  much  curiosity  at 
division  headquarters  in  New  York. 

That’s  because  even  longtime,  knowl¬ 
edgeable  missions  staffers  say  they  nev¬ 
er  heard  of  the  Tyrone,  Pa.,  minister 
until  his  nomination  was  announced  in 
mid-September. 

However,  Dr.  Fetterman  suggested 
Sept.  27  that,  despite  his  apparent  lack  of 
visibility  on  the  denominational  level,  he 
has  a  track  record.  That  record  serves  to 
illuminate  his  position  on  several  issues 
that  have  recently  come  to  dominate 
talk  at  the  National  Division. 

Among  those  issues  are  a  recently  dis¬ 
covered  $2  million  budgetary  deficit  that 
forced  the  division’s  elected  directors  to 
eliminate  11  midlevel  staff  positions  and 
six  support  staff  jobs. 

In  August,  26  members  of  the  National 
Division  staff  sent  a  letter  of  protest  to  the 
board.  It  pointed  out  that  mostly  women 
and  minority  people  were  involved  in  the 
staff  cuts  and  raised  questions  of  “institu¬ 
tionalized  racism  and  sexism." 

Dr.  Fetterman,  who  currently  serves 
the  Wesley  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Tyrone,  declined  to  comment  on  specif¬ 


ics  of  the  budget  crisis  and  layoffs.  He 
noted  that  he  has  no  firsthand  knowledge 
of  either  situation. 

However,  he  pointed  out  that  as  a  pas¬ 
tor  of  several  Pennsylvania  churches 
and  as  superintendent  of  the  church’s 
Harrisburg  (Pa.)  District  from  1981-87, 
he  ran  tight  budgets  and  was  especially 
concerned  about  the  rights  of  minority 
people  and  women. 

"A  part  of  my  ministry  at  every  level 
has  been  fiscal  integrity  in  terms  of  ac¬ 
countability,  and  in  this  case  (the  Nation¬ 
al  Division)  there  will  be  every  effort  to 
account  for  funds  in  and  funds  out  and  a 
balanced  budget  that  will  not  be  running 
any  deficits,”  Dr.  Fetterman  said. 

The  nominee  said  it  was  “too  soon”  to 
determine  whether  additional  staff  cuts 
might  be  needed  at  the  National  Division. 

He  said  further  cuts  "would  just  be 
devastating  for  the  staff,”  adding,  “What 
is  in  place  is  in  place,  and  that’s  the  way 
it  is,  and  that’s  the  way  it  will  be.” 

Noting  that  he  was  involved  in  minor¬ 
ity  ministry  programs  in  Harrisburg,  Dr. 
Fetterman  said,  "There  need  be  no  fear 
that  I’m  not  aware  of  gender  issues  and 
issues  of  ethnicity." 

Promising  an  administration  free  of 
sexism  or  racism  based  on  principles  of 
collegiality,  trust  and  respect,  he  said, 
“People  can  hold  my  feet  to  the  fire." 

Dr.  Fetterman  said  that  during  his  ten¬ 
ure  as  superintendent  of  the  Harrisburg 
District,  he  successfully  encouraged  great¬ 
er  interaction  between  the  sole  black  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  congregation  in  the  city,  Mit¬ 
chell  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church, 


and  predominantly  white  churches. 

That  interaction,  he  said,  involved  pul¬ 
pit  exchanges  and  joint  worship  services 
that  led  ultimately  to  establishment  of  a 
cooperative  ministry  program  focusing 
on  plight  of  the  needy. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Fetterman  said  the  first 
Hispanic  ministry  program  was  estab¬ 
lished  in  Harrisburg  during  his  tenure. 

He  emphasized  that  relations  between 
the  white  churches  and  black  and  His¬ 
panic  churches  weren’t  characterized  by 
paternalism  but  by  inclusiveness  and  a 
sharing  of  the  decision-making  process. 


CLASSIFIED 


PART-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  for  rapidly 
growing  1600-member  congregation  in  Northwest 
Houston.  Salary  negotiable,  experience  preferred. 
Send  resume  and  references  to:  The  Rev.  Bill 
Haygood,  11330  Louetta,  Houston,  TX  77070. 


MINISTER-DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Education 
Program  Ministries  for  1200-member  church.  Inter¬ 
ested  in  someone  with  administrative  and  programa- 
tic  skills.  Submit  resume  and  3  references  to:  Dr.  T. 
Leo  Brannon,  214  Church  Street,  Selma,  AL  36701. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  UM  Neighborhood 
Services,  Philadelphia,  PA.  MSW  plus  5  years  experi¬ 
ence  or  education/experience  equivalencies.  Strong 
program  development  skills  a  must.  Send  resume  by 
10/31:  Search  Committee.  Tioga  UMC,  Broad  & 
Westmoreland  Sts.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19140, 


YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Minis- 

terDirector.  Full-time  Growing  1500  plus-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Tampa  Bay  area.  Salary.  $23,000 
package  plus  rental  value  of  parsonage.  Send  re¬ 
sume  ana  references:  Heritage  United  Methodist 
Church,  2680  Landmark  Drive,  Clearwater,  FL 
34621  Phone:  (813)796-1329. 


YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR:  2500-member 
church  needs  dynamic,  experienced  youth  director. 
Splendid  ongoing  program  In  place  Send  rejume 
to:  First  UMC,  Box  707,  Longview,  TX  75606. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  FOR  2200-MEMBER 

CHURCH.  Salary  negotiable.  Benefits.  Send  re¬ 
sume  to  Staff /Parlsn  Committee,  110  E.  New 
Haven  Ave„  Melbourne,  FL  32901. _ 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  needed! 

The  devastation  created  by  Hurricane  Gilbert  throughout  Jamaica  and 
Mexico  has  been  extensive.  All  United  Methodist  Churches  in  Louisiana  will  be 
taking  a  special  offering  on  Sunday,  October  16  to  give  financial  assistance  to 
people  and  institutions  in  need.  Our  offering  will  be  designated  for  St.  Ann’s 
Bay  Church  in  Jamaica,  where  many  work  teams  from  Louisiana  have  gone. 

Rev.  James  Poole,  Coordinator  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission,  has  issued  a  call  for  workers  who  might  be  available  in  the  very  near 
future  to  assist  with  the  rebuilding  of  damaged  properties. 

Those  interested  in  participating  in  such  a  program  are  urged  to  contact 
Rev.  James  Poole,  so  such  a  trip  can  be  coordinated.  Please  contact  him  at  411 
Second  St.,  Natchitoches,  LA.,  71457  or  (318)  357-8296. 


Dr.  Cooksey  devotes  time  as  Methodist  in  Mission 


Henry  Nouwen  is  one  of  my  favorite  writers  on  prayer  and  life  in  the  Spirit. 
He  has  these  thoughts  on  hope  in  his  book  WITH  OPEN  HANDS.  I  found  them 
meaningful  and  want  to  share  them  with  you. 

Hope  means  to  keep  living 
amid  desperation 
and  to  keep  humming 
in  the  darkness. 

Hoping  is  knowing  that  there  is  love, 

it  is  trust  in  tomorrow 

it  is  falling  asleep 

and  waking  again 

when  the  sun  rises. 

In  the  midst  of  a  gale  at  sea, 
it  is  to  discover  land. 

In  the  eyes  of  another 

it  is  to  see  that  he  understands  you. 

...  As  long  as  there  is  still  hope 
there  will  also  be  prayer. 

.  . .  And  God  will  be  holding  you 
in  his  hands. 

This  is  a  time  many  local  churches  are  planning  their  budgets  and  translat¬ 
ing  dreams  into  line  items.  Jurgen  Moltmann  says  that  all  hope  is  eventually 
translated  into  planning,  but  all  planning  does  not  necessarily  spring  from 
hope. 

Robert  Dale  reminds  us  that  needs  plus  resources  plus  a  vision  of  the 
Kingdom  equals  church  goals. 

I  pray  that  hope,  vision  and  needs  will  invade  your  planning  processes. 


e~\ 


WAITING  IN  LINE  —  These  patients  are  seated  in  the  “waiting  room,"  waiting 
for  admission  into  the  eye  clinic. 


Appointment  Changes  Announced 


Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announces  the 
following  changes  for  the  Louisiana  An¬ 
nual  Conference: 

L.  L.  Haynes  from  Wesley  Church.  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Lafayette  District,  to  Leave 
of  Absence. 

Freddie  C.  Henderson  from  Jordan-Le- 
Jeune  Charge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  to  Wesley  Church,  Baton  Rouge- 
Lafayette  District. 

Clarence  L.  Hillard  from  Roberts-St. 
Luke  Charge,  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
District,  to  Jordan-LeJeune  Charge,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Hammond  District. 

Roberts-St.  Luke  Charge,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Julius  Jefferson  from  Warren  Church, 
Lake  Charles  District,  to  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  Staff,  New  York. 

William  L.  Jones  from  Asbury-St.  Mat¬ 
thew  Charge.  New  Orleans-Houma  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Warren  Church,  Lake  Charles 
District. 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  from  LaHarpe- 
Thompson  Charge,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  to  the  Asbury-St.  Matthew 
Charge.  New  Orleans-Houma  District. 

LaHarpe-Thompson  Charge,  New  Or¬ 
leans-Slidell  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly  from  Welsh 


Memorial  Church,  Vinton,  Lake  Charles 
District,  to  Associate,  First  Church, 
Shreveport,  Shreveport  District. 

Lionel  Marcel  from  Cotton  Valley- 
Pleasant  Valley  Charge.  Ruston  District, 
to  Welsh  Memorial  Church,  Vinton,  Lake 
Charles  District. 

Cotton  Valley-Pleasant  Valley  Charge, 
Ruston  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Steven  R.  Kelly  from  Associate,  Hen¬ 
ning  Memorial  Church,  Sulphur,  Lake 
Charles  District,  to  Associate,  First 
Church,  Shreveport,  Shreveport  District. 

Transfer  Out:  Richard  P.  Smith,  Asso¬ 
ciate,  Broadmoor  Church,  Shreveport, 
Shreveport  District  to  the  Memphis  Con¬ 
ference. 

Benedict  Galloway  from  Ellerbe  Road 
Church,  Shreveport  District,  to  Asso¬ 
ciate,  Broadmoor  Church.  Shreveport, 
Shreveport  District. 

Herbert  M.  Scott  from  Director  of  CSC 
Program,  Centenary  College,  Shreveport 
District,  to  Associate,  Glenn  Memorial 
Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Barksdale  Church,  Bossier  City, 
Shreveport  District,  to  be  supplied. 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel  Charge, 
Baton  Rouge-Hammond  District,  to  be 
supplied. 


Hoping  is 
Trusting  in 
Tomorrow! 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


I 

The  University  of  Southwestern  in  La¬ 
fayette  Wesley  Builders  and  Alumni 
Covered  Dish  Dinner  will  be  held  on  Fri¬ 
day,  October  14  at  7  p.m.  at  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  Fellowship  Hall, 
1130  Johnston  St.  Alumni  and  friends  of 
Wesley  are  invited  to  attend.  You  may 
bring  a  salad,  vegetable  or  dessert.  Wes¬ 
ley  is  also  conductihg  an  alumni  search. 
If  you  did  not  receive  an  announcement 
about  this  event,  please  notify  USL  Wes¬ 
ley.  Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry  is 
the  United  Methodist  and  Presbyterian 
sponsored  Student  Center  at  USL.  Call 
the  Wesley  Office  for  reservations,  (318) 
235-6073,  or  write  to  238  General  Gard¬ 
ner  Ave.,  Lafayette,  LA  70501.  Rev.  Don 
Ross  is  the  campus  minister. 

On  Sunday,  Sept.  19,  the  Mallalieu 


Access  Sunday  1988  has  been  calen¬ 
dared  by  the  General  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  as  a  Special  Sunday  with¬ 
out  offering.  It  is  a  special  day  on  which 
local  churches  and  congregations  are 
asked  to  celebrate  persons  with  handi¬ 
capping  conditions. 

Scheduled  on  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  calendar  for  October  16,  it  is  hoped 
that  every  congregation  will  participate 
in  Access  Sunday  and  celebrate  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  persons  with  handicapping  condi¬ 
tions  in  their  congregation  and/or 


United  Methodist  Women  observed  their 
first  “Mother  and  Daughter’’  banquet. 
The  guest  speaker  for  the  event  was  Mrs. 
Dorothy  Conrad  from  Neely  UMC  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge.  About  40  women  attended  the 
banquet.  Rev.  Howard  Milo  is  the  pastor 
at  Mallalieu  and  Mary  L.  Shelvin  is  the 
president  of  the  Mallalieu  UMW.  Helen 
Green  was  the  chairperson  for  the  ban¬ 
quet.  t 

The  United  Methodist  Women  at  First 
UMC  in  Alexandria  are  holding  a  bazaar 
and  luncheon  on  Tuesday,  October  25. 
The  bazaar  will  be  held  from  10  a.m.  un¬ 
til  2  p.m.  in  the  church  annex.  The  lun¬ 
cheon  will  be  held  in  the  Fellowship  Hall 
from  11  a.m.  until  1  p.m.  Tickets  for  the 
luncheon  are  $6  and  must  be  purchased 
in  advance.  For  more  information, 


community. 

If  the  third  Sunday  in  October  is  not  a 
convenient  time  for  your  church  to  cele¬ 
brate  Access  Sunday,  congregations  are 
urged  to  set  another  date  and  begin  mak¬ 
ing  their  plans  for  Access  Sunday. 

Access  Sunday  offers  a  congregation 
the  opportunity  of  celebrating  the  life  of 
persons  who  may  be  in  the  congregation 
who  have  handicapping  conditions  and 
often  feel  that  the  church  is  not  sensitive 
to  them  or  that  they  even  exist  in  the 
community,  much  less  that  they  might 
have  gifts  or  graces  to  share  with  the 


please  call  (318)  443-5696. 

*  *  * 

Walker  United  Methodist  Church  con¬ 
gratulates  their  new  youth  officers; 
President  —  Brandi  Swann,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  —  Jodie  Guice,  Treasurer/Secre¬ 
tary  —  Derek  McGraw,  Refreshments  — 
Angie  White.  DCYM  Representatives  — 
Elissa  Badeaux  and  Sheantel  Bourque 
and  Alternate  —  Jodie  Guice. 

St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Shreveport  celebrated  two  special  occa¬ 
sions  on  Sept.  25  —  their  30th  anniversa¬ 
ry  as  a  congregation  and  the  consecra¬ 
tion  of  the  sanctuaty Innovation  and  new 
building.  The  weekend  included  a  silent 
auction,  a  reception  following  the  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  and  a  salad  supper 
that  night.  Rev.  James  Poole,  who 


non-handicapped  community. 

Before  you  dismiss  the  thought  by  sim¬ 
ply  saying  “There  aren’t  any  handi¬ 
capped  persons  in  our  church”  you  might 
want  to  look  again.  Approximately  17 
percent  of  the  population  in  the  United 
States  has  a  handicapping  condition  — 
hearing  or  visual  impairment,  physical 
impairment,  or  mentally  retarded.  They 
are  in  every  community  and  if  they  are 
not  visible  in  your  church,  perhaps  this  is 
the  time  for  Access  Sunday  to  find  them 
and  involve  them  in  a  meaningful  ser¬ 
vice  of  worship. 


served  the  church  for  nine  years,  was  the 
guest  preacher  for  the  morning  service. 
District  Superintendent  Ray  Branton 
was  also  on  hand  to  lead  the  consecration 
service.  That  evening.  Dr.  Barrie  Rich¬ 
ardson.  Dean  of  the  School  of  Business  at 
Centenary  College,  was  the  guest  speak¬ 
er  Rev.  Don  McDowell  is  the  pastor  at 
St  Luke’s. 

The  ladies  of  St.  Luke-Simpson  UM 
Churches  gathered  at  the  Uskichitto  Re¬ 
treat  Center  in  Leblanc  on  Sept.  23.  They 
started  off  their  weekend  with  the  eve¬ 
ning  meal  and  then  spent  20  hours  of 
study  an<T  fellowship.  Beth  Abel  of  King- 
wood,  Texas  led  the  group  in  “Spiritual 
Growth  and  Daily  Living,”  a  well  fo¬ 
cused  retreat  that  lays  out  some  “how 
to’s.”  Beth  is  the  mother  of  two  young 
children,  wife  of  the  minister  of  music  at 
Kingwood  UMC  and  is  a  practicing  clini¬ 
cal  therapist.  Rev.  Thomas  Dunbar  is  the 
pastor  at  St.  Luke-Simpson. 

Missions  Retreat 
Scheduled  for 
October  21-22 

A  Missions  Retreat  is  scheduled  for 
the  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  on  Octo¬ 
ber  21-22.  The  Retreat  will  feature  Bill 
Fitzgerald,  missionary  in  residence  to  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction. 

The  cost  of  the  Retreat  will  be  $25  for 
couples  and  $15  for  singles.  Those  wish¬ 
ing  to  attend  just  the  Friday  night  ses¬ 
sion  are  asked  to  donate  $8  which 
includes  the  supper  meal.  The  Retreat 
begins  with  the  supper  meal  on  Friday 
and  concludes  Saturday  afternoon.  Your 
check  will  be  your  reservation  for  this 
outstanding  event. 

Rev.  M.  Ray  Holt,  director,  may  be 
called  if  you  have  any  questions.  Please 
make  your  check  payable  to  the  Lake 
Charles  District  Office  UMC  and  mark  it 
“Missions  Retreat.”  If  you  plan  to  spend 
the  night,  please  bring  your  bedding  and 
personal  articles.  Bunk  beds  and  food 
will  be  provided.  Mail  registration  to 
Lake  Charles  District  Office,  816  Kirk- 
man  St..  Lake  Charles,  LA.  70601 


Local  churches  urged  to  remember  the  20th 
anniversary  of  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund 


This  year  celebrates  the  Twentieth 
Year  of  the  Ministerial  Education  Fund. 
The  hurried  schedule  of  this  year’s  Annu¬ 
al  Conference  prevented  the  Conference 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  from  invit¬ 
ing  you  to  join  in  the  festivities. 

Unfortunately,  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence  level  of  support  of  the  MEF  appor¬ 
tionment  dropped  to  85  percent  in  1987. 
At  the  very  time  that  our  seminarians 
are  asked  to  pay  more  in  tuition  and 
fees,  we  have  less  scholarship  aid  to  give 
them.  Many  students  increase  their  debt 
level  by  $6,000  to  $9,000  in  order  to  com¬ 


plete  their  theological  education. 

There  is  hope  for  a  better  future  as  we 
challenge  ourselves  to  achieve  a  greater 
performance.  Increasing  the  perfor¬ 
mance  throughout  the  entire  United 
Methodist  Connection  from  the  current 
83  percent  to  90  percent  during  this  qua- 
drennium  would  be  the  equivalent  of  a 
$2,500  scholarship  for  every  United 
Methodist  Student  enrolled  in  a  United 
Methodist  Seminary. 

You  can  make  this  birthday  of  the 
Ministerial  Education  Fund  a  happy  one. 
First,  make  every  effort  to  see  that  your 
charge  pays  the  MEF  100  percent.  Sec¬ 


ond,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  Board  of  Ordained 
Ministry,  every  ministerial  member  of 
the  Annual  Conference  is  challenged  to 
give  a  birthday  present  to  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund.  This  gift  is  to  be  the 
amount  you  receive  this  year  for  one 
honorarium,  example:  wedding,  revival, 
etc. 

Please  send  your  gift  on  your  church’s 
monthly  remittance  sheet,  line  #5600.  If 
your  church  pays  its  apportionment  in 
full,  your  charge  will  be  paying  that  item 
in  excess  of  100  percent,  but  the  comput¬ 
er  can  handle  it! 


Access  Sunday  1 988  to  be  celebrated  October  1 6 


Individuals  and  groups  across  the  Lou¬ 
isiana  Conference  are  constantly  in¬ 
volved  in  special  mission  projects, 
devoting  their  time,  talent  and  resources 
toward  these  projects. 

From  July  27  through  August  15  of  this 
year,  Louisiana  Conference  layperson  Dr. 
John  Cooksey,  an  opthalmic  surgeon  and 
member  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monroe,  led  his  second  team  of 
surgeons  in  as  many  years  to  Kenya. 

While  there,  Dr.  Cooksey,  four  col¬ 
leagues  and  a  support  team  of  two 
nurses  and  other  staff  people,  totaling  20 
in  number,  continued  work  they  began 
the  previous  summer  in  the  Meru  Dis¬ 
trict  and  particularly  at  the  Maua  Meth¬ 
odist  Hospital. 

Although  statistics  are  not  available 
from  the  1988  trip  as  of  yet,  the  first  trip 
resulted  in  1,400  patients  being  given 
screening  exams  and  100  patients  receiv¬ 
ing  eye  surgery  during  a  two-week  peri¬ 
od.  The  team  also  brought  with  them  35 
boxes  and  crates  of  medical  supplies  do¬ 
nated  by  hospitals  and  churches. 

This  trip  had  another  purpose.  In  addi¬ 


tion  to  offering  modern  opthalmic  sur¬ 
gery,  including  lens  implantations,  plans 
were  made  during  the  first  trip  to  build  a 
modern  eye  clinic,  which  would  include 
two  operating  rooms  and  examination 
rooms.  In  an  area  where  there  is  only 
one  eye  surgeon  for  each  area  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  New  Orleans,  this  would  enable 
more  surgeons  to  locate  there  and  have 
available  to  them  sophisticated  equip¬ 
ment  to  work  with. 

Dr.  Cooksey  was  first  approached  by 
the  late  Bishop  Walter  Underwood  to  at¬ 
tend  the  World  Methodist  Council  in  Nai¬ 
robi,  Kenya  in  1986,  and  to  look  into  the 
possibility  of  offering  some  of  his  world- 
reknowned  expertise  to  the  people  there. 
This  led  to  his  inviting  four  other  sur¬ 
geons  from  around  the  country  and  from 
several  religious  affiliations  to  join  him 
at  their  own  expense.  Also,  nurses  andj 
other  support  staff  were  invited  to  come 
and  join  in  the  ventures. 

Dr.  John  Cooksey,  a  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  in  mission  . . .  someone  we 
need  to  know  about. 


Around  the 


SUPER  SPUDS  —  As  part  of  their  missions  fundraiser,  members  of  Grace  UMC 
in  Ruston  held  a  couple  of  potato  contests.  In  one  event,  the  children  decorated  pota¬ 
toes  into  any  character  they  wanted,  including  Adam  and  Eve  (peeled  potatoes), 
couch  potato,  Billy  the  Kid  Spud.  Rambo  Spud  and  the  Potato  Pastor.  In  the  other 
event,  adults  had  a  potato  cookery  contest  which  featured  all  kinds  of  potato  and 
sweet  potato  dishes.  This  was  not  only  a  fun  time,  but  Grace  also  raised  money  for 
the  Harvest  of  Hope  Project. 


INTERESTING  LECTURER  —  Those  attending  the  Pastor’s  School  this  year  is 
Shreveport  had  the  opportunity  to  listp*’  *„  Dr.  Zan  Holmes,  pictured  above,  who 
shared  his  style  of  sermon  preparation. 


A  CLOSER  LOOK  —  Dr.  John  Cooksey  examines  a  patient  in  Kenya.  This  trip 
was  his  second  mission  to  Kenya,  where  he  worked  at  the  Maua  Methodist  Hospital 
in  the  Meru  district. 
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Facing  an  uncomfortable  blessing 


Here  I  Stand 


v  ‘Dos,  don’ ts’  for  helping  mourners 


Can  expressions  of  racial  bigotry  ever 
be  a  blessing? 

Ordinarily,  we  would  answer  with  a  re¬ 
sounding  "no.”  A  recent  breathtaking  in¬ 
cident,  however,  made  us  think  otherwise. 

According  to  Religious  News  Service, 
an  elected  board  member  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  social-concerns  agency  re¬ 
cently  “spoke  his  mind”  on,  among  other 
things,  race  relationships. 

Dr.  Curtis  Caine,  a  physician  from  Jack- 
son,  Miss.,  aired  his  views  at  the  board’s  an¬ 
nual  meeting.  Dr  Caine  warned  his  31 
colleagues  not  to  "endorse"  the  Rev.  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr.  and  denounced  the  late  civ¬ 
il-rights  leader  as  a  “fraud." 

He  also  voiced  opposition  to  efforts  to 
end  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  Dr.  Caine 
said:  “We  have  to  be  very  careful  that  we 
do  not  get  caught  in  the  trap  that  is  clos¬ 
ing  in  around  us  about  apartheid  in  South 
Africa,  which  doesn’t  exist  anymore  and 
was  beneficial  when  it  did,  because  it 
meant  separate  development.” 

We  warned  you  it  was  breathtaking! 

Significantly,  even  Dr.  Caine’s  colleagues 
on  the  Southern  Baptist  Christian  Life 
Commisson  were  shocked  into  silence  by 
his  views.  The  commission’s  membership 
recently  has  shifted  far  to  the  right  of  cen¬ 
ter  on  some  social  issues  after  a  long  histo¬ 
ry  of  more  progressive  moral  leadership. 

The  agency’s  new  chief  executive  called 
Dr.  Caine’s  remarks  "an  embarrassment.” 
His  predecessor  publicly  expressed  fear 
that  the  comments  would  be  “injurious"  to 
his  church’s  Christian  witness. 

We  agree— and  then  some.  The  credi¬ 
bility  of  all  Christians,  not  only  Southern 
Baptists,  suffers  as  a  result  of  such  big¬ 
oted  and  uninformed  public  comments 
from  a  church  leader. 

Such  comments  show  that,  despite 
concerted  ongoing  efforts  among  Chris¬ 
tians  to  confront  and  eliminate  racial 


prejudice  and  ignorance  wherever  they 
appear,  we’ve  not  even  eradicated  such 
attitudes  among  ourselves. 

Hence  the  blessing: 

It  is  far  easier  to  recognize  and  chal¬ 
lenge  such  blatantly  racist  comments 
than  to  deal  with  less  overt  and  more 
subtle  forms  of  racial  prejudice. 

For  example.  Dr.  Caine’s  swipe  at  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King  Jr.  was  a  thinly  veiled 
reference  to  questions  others  have  raised 
about  the  civil-rights  leader’s  personal 
morality.  Dr.  Caine  makes  a  false  leap  of 
logic,  however,  to  imply  that  such  ques¬ 
tions  invalidate  Dr.  King’s  movement  to 
guarantee  the  civil  rights  of  black  and 
other  ethnic-minority  peoples. 

Similarly,  it  is  ludicrous  to  deny  the 
reality  of  legalized  racial  separation  in 
South  Africa  or  to  suggest  that  it  is  any¬ 
thing  less  than  evil.  Even  its  government 
enforcers  don’t  deny  its  existence.  And 
world  opinion  about  its  evilness  is  a  mas¬ 
sive  moral  judgment’  against  apartheid’s 
intolerable  oppression  of  a  black  major¬ 
ity  by  a  white  minority. 

It  is  particularly  sobering  to  think  that 
a  few  people  who  should  know  better  are 
in  positions  of  influence  in  the  church. 
Most,  however,  are  far  less  likely  than 
Dr.  Caine  to  air  their  views  in  public. 
More  common  in  “polite  society”  are 
quiet  undercurrents  of  bigotry— racial 
jokes,  derogatory  expressions,  etc.— that 
reveal  the  ongoing  existence  of  such  nox¬ 
ious  and  un-Christlike  attitudes. 

Being  brought  face  to  face  with  such 
attitudes  is  an  uncomfortable  blessing. 
Frankly  confronting  them,  however,  can 
and  should  be  beneficial  in  two  ways: 

Doing  so  challenges  our  complacency 
about  how  far  we’ye  come  in  combatting 
personal  and  societal  racism.  It  also  re¬ 
minds  us  of  how  far  we  must  go,  with 
God’s  help,  to  end  the  “evils  we  deplore.” 


By  STUART  K.  ALLEN 

Recent  months  have  brought  a  series  of 
two  very  different  life  situations  my  way. 
In  March  of  1987,  my  wife,  Sharon,  was 
diagnosed  as  having  cancer.  This  past 
February,  my  one  brother  died  a  violent 
death,  the  victim  of  a  robbery /murder. 

It  has  taken  all  of  my  faith  to  over¬ 
come  the  grief  and  depression  that  has  re¬ 
sulted.  I  have  also  found  comfort  from 
many  of  my  friends  and  church  members. 

Over  the  past  several  months,  I’ve 
looked  at  some  of  the  ways  many  in  my 
congregations  have  given  my  family  and 
me  support.  As  a  result  of  my  experi¬ 
ence,  I  want  to  share  some  of  the  things 
others  may  wish  to  say  to  those  experi¬ 
encing  grief.  I  also  want  to  cover  the 
“don’ts,”  that  is,  what  not  to  say  to  a 
troubled  person. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  many  of  us 
have  the  skills  to  give  support  to  others. 
All  it  take  is  a  little  care  to  plan  out 
what  we  should  say. 

“Dos”  for  care  givers 

1.  Offer  your  support,  not  sympathy. 
Say,  “I  understand  you’ve  had  a  tragedy 
in  your  life.  Is  there  anything  I  can  do?” 

Don’t  say,  “Oh,  how  sorry  I  am  to  hear 
you  have  cancer.  I  know  how  you  feel.” 

2.  Listen  and  listen  some  more.  It's 
hard  for  us  to  listen,  but  one  of  the  se¬ 
crets  of  a  good  counselor  is  simply  good 
listening  skills. 

3.  Be  yourself  in  relating  to  the  person 
experiencing  grief.  A  false  showing  of 
concern  is  easily  seen  through. 

4.  Call  or  go  to  visit  the  person  you  are 
concerned  about,  but  be  prepared  for  a 
variety  of  responses  from  the  person  in 
grief.  In  difficult  times,  people  are  not 
always  able  to  be  themselves. 


5.  Offer  spiritual  support.  Say,  "I  wish 
to  lift  up  your  loss  in  my  prayers,  if 
that’s  OK  with  you.”  You  may  also  offer 
to  contact  the  pastor  if  he/she  hasn’t 
been  called. 

6.  Get  a  better  understanding  of  grief 
yourself.  There  are  two  books  I  recom¬ 
mend  over  and  over:  “When  Bad  Things 
Happen  To  Good  People"  by  Rabbi  Har¬ 
old  Kushner  and  “Tracks  of  a  Fellow 
Struggler"  by  John  Claypool. 

7.  Offer  to  obtain  the  name,  contact 
person,  and  meeting  time  and  place  of  a 
number  of  grief-therapy  groups  meeting 
in  your  area.  These  groups  are  made  up 
of  people  who  have  suffered  a  loss  of 
their  own. 

Things  care  givers  shouldn't  do 

1.  Don’t  avoid  people  in  grief.  Some 
people  experiencing  loss  report  that  they 
feel  as  if  they  have  AIDS!  Even  their 
friends  ignore  them. 
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2.  Don’t  pry  for  details  of  the  person's 
difficulty.  In  hospital  visitation,  I  seek 
only  to  discover  how  the  patient  is  han¬ 
dling  his/her  illness.  The  details  are  the 
business  of  the  patient — unless  he  or  she 
offers  me  details., 

3.  Avoid  compensatory  language.  Such 
phrases  as  these,  though  well  inten- 
tioned,  often  do  harm:  “It  was  part  of 
God’s  marvelous  plan  your  brother 
died.”  “At  least  your  brother  didn’t  have 
any  dependent  children.” 

4.  Don’t  burden  people  in  grief  with 
"trivial  business.  It’s  all  they  can  often  do 

to  get  through  the  day. 

People  looking  for  love 

Remember,  people  are  simply  looking 
for  love,  concern  and  your  caring.  Some¬ 
times,  they  need  the  offer  of  practical  help. 

People  like  us,  who  believe  in  God, 
have  a  mandate  to  help  those  who  suffer. 
We  also  have  the  greatest  healing  power 


known:  God’s  love. 

I  shared  these  words  with  those  at¬ 
tending  my  brother’s  funeral:  “My 
prayer  goes  out  to  the  person(s)  who 
murdered  Keith.  I  feel  sorry  for  him  or 
her  because  they  are  living  in  what  I  call 
hell,  the  reality  that  they  took  the  life  of 
another  human  being  and  therefore  have 
put  people  who  loved  Keith  in  grief." 

All  of  those  who  call  Jesus  Lord  are 
God’s  healing  people. 

*  "Here  I  Stand "  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Stuart  K.  Allen 
is  pastor  of  Marshall-Fall  River  Charge 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Mar¬ 
shall .  Wis.  (Wisconsin  conference). 

•  Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
l  Stand."  United  Methodist  Reporter. 
P.O.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266- 
0275. 


Puddle 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Offer  the  military  Christ,  not  criticism! 


To  the  Editor: 

I  was  particularly  interested  in  the  ar¬ 
ticle  headlined,  "UMC  ties  to  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Defense  violate  stance  on  war, 
militarism”  (see  UMR,  Sept.  23). 

I  was  interested  for  several  reasons  but 
mainly  because  the  writer  of  the  article 
blasted  UM-related  institutions  for  their 
support  of  the  Department  of  Defense. 

I  wonder  if  the  writer  of  the  article 
has  seriously  looked  into  the  nature  of 
the  business  our  UM-related  institutions 
are  doing  for  the  Department  of  Defense. 

Additionally,  I  wonder  if  he  has  seri¬ 
ously  and  critically  looked  into  the  min- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 


“But  I  say  to  you  that  hear,  love  your 
enemies;  do  good  to  those  who  hate 
you;  bless  those  who  curse  you;  pray 
for  those  who  abuse  you.”  (RSV) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Tbessalonians 
4:14) 


Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  16 
Monday:  Psalms  35:1-16 
Tuesday:  Psalms  35:17-28 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  53:1-6 
Thursday:  Isaiah  53:7-12 
Friday:  Hebrews  4:14-16 
Saturday:  Mark  10:29-34 
Sunday:  Mark  10:35-45 
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istry  of  the  United  Methodist  churches 
across  America,  especially  those 
churches  nestled  in  communities  whose 
basic  economy  is  the  U.S.  military  instal¬ 
lations  located  in  or  near  them.  And  I 
wonder  why  he  is  so  critical  of  our  UM- 
related  institutions’  relationships  with 
the  Department  of  Defense. 

If  I  could  ask  such  critics  only  one 
question,  it  would  be,  “What  are  you  do¬ 
ing  to  change  the  relationship  of  the  UM- 
related  institutions  and  the  Department 
of  Defense?” 

I  suspect  that  if  energy  was  directed 
toward  the  source  of  the  issue,  we  could 
all  do  our  part.  As  a  pastor  in  a  commu¬ 
nity  whose  basic  economy  is  based  on  the 
military,  I  am  doing  what  I  understand 
to  be  my  part.  I  am  offering  them  Christ, 
not  criticism! 

Jay  Tatum 
Lawton,  Oklahoma 

Money  beat  the  flood! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  just  read  the  L.E.  Basinger’s  crit¬ 
icism  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief’s  response  to  emergencies  (see 
UMR  Reader-Editor  Dialogue,  Sept.  23).  I 
appreciate  your  editorial  response  and 
would  like  to  add  my  own  rejoinder. 

In  1977,  when  I  was  representing  the  re¬ 
lief  committee  in  India,  I  had  a  telephone 
call  from  the  director  of  Church’s  Auxilia¬ 
ry  for  Social  Action.  He  said  that  there  had 
been  a  report  on  the  radio  that  morning  of 
a  flood  coming  down  the  Jumna  River 
that  would  cause  a  crises  in  Delhi.  He 
asked  for  $5,000  to  start  relief  activities. 

With  the  approval  of  Bishop  Eric 
Mitchell,  then  chairman  of  the  UM  relief 
committee  in  India,  I  sent  a  cable  to  UM- 
COR  that  went  something  like  this: 
"Flood  coming  Delhi.  CASA  requests  dol¬ 
lars  5000." 

The  next  day,  I  had  a  call  from  Major 
Michael,  the  director  of  Church’s  Auxil¬ 
iary  for  Social  Action,  saying  “Thanks 
for  the  money.”  I  said,  “Our  UMCOR 
money  has  not  yet  arrived."  He  respond¬ 
ed,  "Oh,  yes  it  has.  It  was  sent  by  telex 
directly  to  our  bank  account.” 

The  amazing  thing  was  that  the  money 
arrived  before  the  flood  waters,  but  the 
flood  did  come.  In  a  large  section  of  Del¬ 
hi,  the  water  was  10  to  12  feet  deep.  We 
were  able  to  have  food  cooked  at  the 
Methodist  church  and  have  it  delivered 
by  boat  to  people  who  were  stranded  on 
their  roof  tops. 

That  is  only  one  illustration  of  the  UM 
relief  committee  being  first  in  its  re¬ 
sponse.  The  amount  may  sound  insignifi¬ 
cant.  But  so  were  five  loaves  and  two 


fish  for  a  multitude  of  5,000. 

Donald  E.  Rugh 
Sevierville,  Tennessee 

I  want  to  be  a  liberal 

To  the  Editor: 

There  is  a  sinister  plot  afoot  to  pollute 
and  utterly  destroy  a  fine  and  sincere  old 
Christian  word,  and  that  word  is  none 
other  than  “liberal.” 

Never  mind  that  most  of  the  world’s 
finest,  most  caring  and  loving  people  are 
“liberals.”  Never  mind  that  Mr.  Webster 
uses  such  words  as  “generous,”  “toler¬ 
ant,”  “favoring  reform  or  progress”  in 
his  definition. 

These  evil  forces  would  have  you  be¬ 
lieve  it  is  a  nasty  swear  word  that 
shouldn’t  even  be  mentioned  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  women  and  children. 

But  these  forces  shall  be  cut  off  even 
by  those  who  have  given  them  their 
strongest  support,  yea,  verily,  by  the 
most  fundamental  of  Christians. 

For  is  it  not  written  in  the  Bible— and 
in  the  King  James  Version  of  the  Bible— 
in  the  book  of  Isaiah  (32:5,  7,  8):  “The  vile 
person  shall  be  no  more  called  liberal, 
nor  the  churl  said  to  be  bountiful. 

“The  instruments  also  of  the  churl  are 
evil:  He  deviseth  wicked  devices  to  destroy 
the  poor  with  lying  words,  even  when  the 
needy  speaketh  right.  But  the  liberal  devi¬ 
seth  liberal  things;  and  by  liberal  things 
shall  he  stand”  (emphasis  added). 

But  as  for  the  word  “conservative"  (un¬ 
less,  perchance,  it  also  meaneth  the  same 
as  the  word  “churl”),  it  isn’t  even  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Bible.  Verily,  to  the  Lord, 
the  conservative  must  be  a  nonentity. 

So  here’s  hoping  that  when  St.  Peter 
starts  the  great  roll  call  up  yonder,  he 
finds  my  name  listed  among  the  liberals. 

Chuck  Worley 
Cedar-edge,  Colorado 

Try  convoy  participants 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nicaraguan  “peace  convoy”  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  Sept.  30  issue  of  the  Reporter  is 
typical  of  what  we  read  daily:  a  defiance 
against  law  and  order. 

Why  did  these  people  deliberately  defy 
our  government?  Why  didn’t  these  people 
drop  off  a  truck  and  load  in  Guatamala? 
Why  didn’t  they  give  half  of  their  convoy 
to  the  contras?  They  too  are  suffering. 

Why  didn’t  they  drop  the  food  and 
clothing  and  return  with  the  trucks  to 
possibly  again  aid  some  poverty  area? 
Would  we  be  looking  at  Metodistas? 

Maybe  one  of  these  trucks  will  pull  up 
to  one  of  the  houses  for  a  bed  and  break¬ 


fast  some  red  day.  I  doubt  if  it  will  have 
a  load  of  herring. 

The  embargo  act  has  been  violated. 
There  should  be  an  indictment  and  trial. 
Due  process  should  go  forward.  There 
should  be  no  shielding.  Anarchy  stems 
from  defiance. 

If  they  wanted  to  be  “do-gooders,” 
they  should  have  loaded  37  trucks  and 
taken  off  for  Appalachia  or  other  areas. 
Dropping  off  a  truck  plus  its  load 
wouldn’t  violate  law  and  order. 

There  are  times  when  we  United  Meth¬ 
odists  seem  to  have  an  embargo  for  help¬ 
ing  our  needy  but  will  go  through  hell  to 
get  to  some  country  that  hates  us. 

“My  country,  right  or  wrong.”  Democ¬ 
racy  changes  laws,  obeys  laws  and  de¬ 
fends  laws.  The  day  is  coming  when  it 
will  again  punish  violations  of  laws. 

R.L.  Fenstermacher 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 

Inside  view  will  help 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  heartening  to  read  in  the  Sept. 
23  Reporter  that  Spurgeon  Dunnam  had 
been  elected  by  his  jurisdictional  confer¬ 
ence  to  be  a  member  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

His  article  headlined,  “Missions  board 
now  seen  from  inside,”  will  help  many 
well-meaning  but  uninformed  United  Meth¬ 
odists  to  appreciate  the  scope  of  this  great 
organization  and  the  time  and  talents  that 
its  elected  personnel  from  all  across  our 
church,  serving  without  salary,  bring  to  the 
worldwide  outreach  of  our  faith. 

I  for  one,  a  former  member  of  the 
board,  look  forward  eagerly  to  future  ar¬ 
ticles  as  he  continues  to  make  effective 
witness  during  the  new  quadrennium. 

Martha  Ross  Olejar 
Palm  Bay,  Florida 

Don’t  jazz  up  Gospel 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  a  sad  day  when  United  Methodist 
and  our  leaders  have  to  resort  to  jazz 
and  the  blues  to  teach  theology  and  to 
win  souls  to  Christ  (see  UMR,  Sept.  2). 

I  don’t  think  Christ  intended  for  Chris¬ 
tianity  and  jazz,  theology  and  the  blues 
to  be  compared  with  His  teachings  of  the 
parables. 

I  guess  I’m  supposed  to  be  thankful  to 
Christian  leaders  such  as  the  Rev.  Eu¬ 
gene  Lowry  that  we  and  our  youths  can 
go  to  a  house  of  worship  and  hear  the 
same  music  that  we  hear  in  the  secular 
world:  “All  that  jazz.” 

Bernice  Henley  Walker 
Temple,  Texas 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Two  communions  make  special  witness 


Did  anyone  else  notice  that  nice  con- 
gruity  last  week  between  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday  and  the  |“ 

Summer  Olympics? 

On  an  enormous  I 
field  in  Seoul,  Korea, 
some  of  the  world’s 
greatest  athletes  did, 
in  fact,  have  their 
own  peaceful  closing 
communion— a  cele-  ' 
bration  of  muscle  John  Lovelace 
and  sinew,  heart  and  mind  that  is  the 
stuff  of  champions. 

Engulfing  those  marvelous  athletes  as 
they  ended  the  24th  Olympiad  were  thou¬ 
sands  of  musicians  and  dancers,  adding 
festive  notes  to  the  communion. 

But  wrapped  externally  in  time 
around  those  festivities  was  the  Chris¬ 
tian  world's  comparatively  quiet  cele¬ 
bration  of  communion — the  one  day  in 
the  year  when  we  are  most  united  in  our 


celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Someone  once  calculated  that  World 
Communion  Sunday  actually  begins 
somewhere  in  the  South  Pacific,  perhaps 
in  Tonga  or  Fiji.  Out  there  on  the  other 
side  of  the  International  Date  Line, 
Christians  commune  on  that  Sunday  even 
as  we  in  the  western  world  are  still  wind¬ 
ing  down  a  Saturday. 

The  sun  propels  World  Communion 
Sunday  onward,  pushing  daylight  and 
worship  services  ahead  throughout  Asia, 
Africa,  Europe  and  finally  the  Americas. 
By  nightfall  somewhere  back  in  the  Pa¬ 
cific — perhaps  in  a  United  Methodist 
church  in  Hawaii— the  day  ends  and, 
with  it,  the  celebration. 

My  own  local  church  added  two  spe¬ 
cial  touches  to  this  year’s  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday. 

One  was  the  reading  of  portions  of  the 
liturgical  prayer  by  our  young  intern  in 
his  native  South  African  Afrikaans  lan¬ 


guage.  The  verbal  sounds  were  strange 
to  American  ears,  but  the  cadence  was 
so  compatible  with  the  printed  English 
that  the  feeling  of  being  “one  in  the  spir¬ 
it”  was  unmistakable. 

The  other  special  touch  was  more  par¬ 
ticipatory.  As  each  group  of  worshipers 
communed,  the  organist  played  a  hymn 
representative  of  an  overseas  country. 
Then,  in  the  dismissal  prayer,  the  minis¬ 
ter  called  attention  to  that  country  by 
asking  us  to  “remember  in  prayer  the 
Christians  in  [for  instance]  China _ ” 

The  Olympic  athletes,  in  their  own 
way,  led  us  to  offer  prayers  of  thanksgiv¬ 
ing  that  their  games  had  been  spared  the 
riots  and  bloodshed  that  have  marred 
past  Olympics.  The  athletes’  witness,  in 
tandem  with  Christians’  World  Commu¬ 
nion  Sunday,  gave  the  world— Christian 
and  non-Christian  alike— a  very  special 
communion  Sunday  indeed. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


My  Witness 

Promotion  Sunday  marks 
time  to  hold  on  and  let  go 


BY  MARITA  JEAN  WILLIS 

“For  everything  there  is  a  season  and  a 
lime  for  every  matter  under  heaven:  a 
lime  to  weep  and  a  time  to  laugh,  a  time 
to  seek  and  a  time  to  lose,  a  time  to  keep 
and  a  time  to  cast  aicay"  (Ecclesiastes  3). 

Dateline:  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  Manhattan,  Kan.,  Aug.  28, 1988- 
Promotion  Sunday. 

How  can  I  bear  it?  For  a  whole  year 
you  have  been  my  kids.  Now  we  share 
our  last  Sunday  morning  together,  sing 
ouf  last  songs  together,  and  our  last  les¬ 
son  is  hurried.  My  lips  smile,  but  my 
heart  weeps.  What  I  really  want  to  do  is 
bar  the  door  and  tell  time  to  stop. 

There  is  so  much  I  must  tell  you  and  so 
little  time.  Already  Miss  Pam,  who  wise¬ 
ly  offered  to  escort  you  to  your  new 
classroom,  is  lining  you  up  at  the  door.  A 
few  turn  to  wave  goodbye,  but  mostly 
you  push  forward  eagerly. 

All  year  I  have  watched  you  gleefully 
turn  5  years  old,  taking  the  first  giant 
step  toward  kindergarten.  Don’t  you 
know  that  in  kindergarten  you  have  to 
learn  everything  you  need  to  know  to  get 
along  all  the  rest  of  your  life?  Wouldn’t 
you  rather  be  4? 

The  new  class  arrives.  What  a  mob  of 
arms,  leg  and  untied  shoes.  Why  am  I 
still  here?  Who  are  these  strangers? 
Well,  not  strangers,  really,  for  didn’t  this 
class  join  ours  for  singing  time  every 
Sunday  for  the  past  year? 

I  spot  some  special  children  who  have 
a  parent  I  have  known  since  they  them¬ 


selves  were  teens  or  younger.  That’s  a 
little  like  being  a  secondhand  granny,  so 
that  will  be  fun. 

Others  are  children  of  my  daughter’s 
church  friends  and  also  young  couples  I 
know  and  care  about  from  my  husband’s 
work  with  the  young  married  class. 
Some  I  know  have  some  special  needs — 
lots  of  hugs  will  help. 

I  gather  the  young  people  for  story  cir¬ 
cle.  They  crowd  together  in  a  “lump,"  ea¬ 
ger  to  please,  unwilling,  boisterous,  shy, 
happy,  uncertain,  wiggly,  quiet,  bouncy, 
and  they  are  beautifully  4  years  old. 
That  wonderful  never-again-Peter-Pan- 
year  between  babyhood  and  kidhood. 

My  lap  is  claimed;  others  snuggle  close. 
They  ail  .have  something  very  special  to 
say  and  ti7  to  take  turns. 

What  was  it  that  the  wise  old  preacher 
said  so  long  ago?  A  time  for  holding  onto 
and  a  time  for  letting  go— something  like 
that. 

We  have  a  whole  year  ahead  of  us. 
Surely  in  that  length  of  time  I  can  give 
you,  with  God’s  help  and  guidance,  my 
wisdom,  my  caring  and  my  love. 

My  glasses  are  knocked  awry  so  the 
beautiful  young  faces  are  a  blur— or  may¬ 
be  it  is  this  morning’s  heart  tears  spilling 
out  of  my  eyes;  only  now  the  tears  are  of 
joy.  All  is  well  in  First  United  Methodist 
Sunday  school.  Thanks  God.  Amen. 

Marita  Jean  Willis  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Man¬ 
hattan.  Kan.  (Kansas  East  Annual  Con¬ 
ference). 


5^ood  News 
Dible  For 
0nlyR50 


The  American  Bible  Society  proudly  offers  a 
special  edition  of  the  Good  News  Bible  at 
our  lowest  price  ever— only  $1 .50! 

The  Good  News  Bible  is  an  accurate  and 
faithful  translation  that  speaks  in  the 
language  of  today— in  clear,  easy-to- 
understand  words.  That's  why  it  is  ideal  for 
outreach  to  those  hearing  God’s  message  of 
love  and  |oy  for  the  first  time. 

This  full-size  edition  features  section 
headings,  Bible  book  Introductions  and 
outlines,  a  word  list  and  footnotes. 

Join  with  those  who've  already  helped  to 
share  over  25  million  copies  of  the  Good 
News  Bible.  Reach  out  with  God’s  Word. 
Order  your  copies— for  only  $1 .50  each — today. 

American  Bible  Society  •  P.O.  Box  5674 
Grand  Central  Station  •  New  York,  NY  10163 


Available  at  cost  of  publi¬ 
cation  from  the  American 
Bible  Society,  a  non-profit 
organization  serving  the 
people  of  God  everywhere 


Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice' 


Street _ 

Enclosed 

□  check 

□  money  order 

Amount  Enclosed  S _ 

'Handling  Foes 
S  01-9  99  addS  50 
$10  00-519  99  add  $i  00 
$20  00  and  over  add  $1  95 


dbs 


CREDIT  CARD  ORDERS  For  lasler 
service,  call  1  800-543-8000. 

Operator  312,  and  charge  your 
order  to  your  MasterCard  or  Visa 
Minimum  credit  card  order  $20  00 
All  orders  are  subject  to  $1  95 
handling  tee 

Mail  to  American  Bible  Society  P  0  Bo*  5624  Grand  Central  Station  New  York  NY  10163  N01239 


•Handling  Fee 


Sales  Tax 
(CA  Only) 


GRAND  TOTAL 


PAGE  3 


OCTOBER  14,  1988  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Discipleship  agency  endorses  ‘housecleaning  of  racism’ 


BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— A  “thorough  house¬ 
cleaning  of  racism”  from  the  personnel 
practices  and  programming  of  United 
Methodism’s  General  Board  of  Disciple- 
Ship  has  been  endorsed  by  the  agency’s 
management  and  its  racism  monitoring 
committee. 

But  how  quickly  that  housecleaning 
occurs,  and  with  whose  leadership,  is  up 
in  the  air. 

The  Board  of  Discipleship  has  been  un¬ 
der  scrutiny  for  reported  racism  for  at 
least  three  years. 

The  departure  of  several  Hispanic 
staff  members  in  late  1985  led  to  pro¬ 
tests  from  the  Rio  Grande  Annual  Con¬ 


ference  and  MARCHA,  the  unofficial 
United  Methodist  Hispanic  caucus. 

At  about  that  same  time  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race,  which 
monitors  practices  at  denominational 
agencies,  hit  the  Discipleship  board  with 
an  unfavorable  review. 

Invitation  accepted 

Last  week,  members  of  Discipleship’s 
institutional  racism  monitoring  commit¬ 
tee  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Rev. 
Ezra  Earl  Jones,  the  board’s  chief  execu¬ 
tive,  to  join  agency  executives  in  a  rac¬ 
ism  sensitivity  training  event. 

“If  we  knew  where  the  racism  is  in  our 
organization,  we’d  do  something  about  it,” 
Dr.  Jones  told  the  committee.  “But  we 


don’t  always  know  where  it  is.  We’ve  had 
things  come  up  we  didn’t  know  we  had.” 

Dr.  Jones  said  Discipleship  staff  mem¬ 
bers  took  their  first  steps  toward  eradi¬ 
cating  racism  in  a  July  19  workshop  led 
by  Dr.  Carolyn  Johnson,  a  consultant 
from  Purdue  University. 

Staff  members  requested  the  training 
after  encountering  racism  at  the  1988 
General  Conference  in  St.  Louis,  Dr. 
Jones  said. 

Racism  committee  members  Betty 
Whitehurst  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Cyn¬ 
thia  Abrams  of  Los  Angeles  corroborat¬ 
ed  Dr.  Jones’  report  of  racist  treatment 
of  staff  members  and  guests  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference. 

Ms.  Whitehurst  told  the  Reporter  that 
the  most  overt  act  of  racism  at  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  was  the  failure  to  seat 
bishops  of  autonomous  Methodist 
churches  on  the  dais  with  United  Method¬ 
ist  bishops. 

“To  us  it  was  just  a  seat  in  the  hall,  but 
to  them  it  was  an  insult,”  Ms.  Whitehurst 
said. 

Different  approaches  advocated 

But  while  Dr.  Jones  and  the  racism 
committee  were  agreed  on  the  goal  with¬ 
in  the  Board  of  Discipleship,  they  dif¬ 
fered  on  their  approaches. 

Dr.  Jones  proposed  a  follow-up  train¬ 
ing  event  be  led  by  Dr.  Johnson  in  early 
1989.  But  after  Dr.  Jones  left  to  attend 
another  meeting,  racism  committee 
members  decided  they  didn’t  want  to  be 
rushed  into  anything. 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area)  counseled  restraint. 

“It’s  crucial  to  know  who  makes  the 
decision  on  the  leadership  of  this  event,” 
Bishop  Morrison  said.  “It’s  crucial  to 
know  who  that  leadership  is. 

“If  we’re  serious  about  this,  I’m  will¬ 
ing  to  risk  enough  time  to  have  quality  in 
it.  This  could  be  the  most  significant 
thing  we  do  this  quadrennium.” 

Ms.  Abrams,  a  Seneca  Indian,  said  she 
was  dubious  about  plunging  into  the 
event  before  the  next  review  of  the 
Board  of  Discipleship  by  the  Commission 
on  Religion  and  Race.  That  review,  one 


in  a  series  the  Religion  and  Race  agency 
is  authorized  to  conduct  of  all  other  de¬ 
nominational  agencies,  is  scheduled  for 
June  1989. 

“I  have  great  respect  for  the  general 
secretary’s  [Dr.  Jones’]  intelligence,  but  I 
think  he’s  trying  to  shed  as  good  a  light 
as  possible  on  the  board  for  Religion  and 
Race,”  Ms.  Abrams  asserted. 

Bishop  Morrison  supported  Ms. 
Abrams.  “Let’s  not  do  it  if  it’s  just  to  be 
cosmetic,”  the  bishop  said. 

Immediate  action  sought 

La  Verne  Burton  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  fa¬ 
vored  holding  the  workshop  immediately. 

“I  sense  a  lot  of  distrust  of  the  man¬ 
agement,  and  that  bothers  me,”  Mrs. 
Burton  said.  “It  bothers  me  that  we  think 
it’s  OK  to  have  a  negative  report  from 


Religion  and  Race.  We  exist  to  wipe  out 
racism,  and  the  sooner  we  start  the  bet¬ 
ter  it  will  be.” 

Caryl  Krill  of  Edgerton,  Ohio,  agreed, 
saying.  “If  the  general  secretary  sees 
that  there  is  a  problem  with  racism, 
waiting  six  or  seven  months  won’t  help.” 

Bishop  Morrison  moved  to  table  plan¬ 
ning  of  the  event  until  the  board’s  Febru¬ 
ary  meeting  and  to  make  that  planning  a 
major  portion  of  its  agenda. 

The  committee  approved  her  motion 
9-2,  with  Mrs.  Burton  and  Mrs.  Krill  vot¬ 
ing  against. 

The  committee  also  empowered  its  offi¬ 
cers  to  begin  assembling  information  on 
possible  trainers,  content  and  timetables. 

The  executive  group  includes  the 
chairman,  the  Rev.  Byoung-Hyuk  Song  of 


Concord,  N.H.;  Ms.  Abrams,  vice  chair¬ 
man;  and  Mrs.  Whitehurst,  secretary. 

Efforts  being  made 

Since  late  1986,  the  agency  has  made 
an  effort  to  be  more  inclusive  in  person¬ 
nel  practices  and  programming. 

Most  recent  evidence  of  the  board’s  ef¬ 
forts  include  its  Hispanic  resources  pilot 
program  (see  accompanying  story)  and 
the  recent  Ethnic  Men's  Consultation,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  National  Association  of 
Annual  Conference  Presidents  of  United 
Methodist  Men  and  Discipleship’s  Men’s 
Division  (see  UMR,  Sept.  23). 

The  board  also  prepares  a  quarterly  re¬ 
port  on  racial-ethnic  and  sexual  inclusive¬ 
ness  among  its  employees,  said  the  Rev 
Victor  Perez-Silvestry,  the  Discipleship 
board’s  affirmative-action  officer. 


Agency  going  on  the  road 
to  poll  Hispanic  churches 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  is  going  directly  to  Hispanic 
United  Methodists  in  six  cities  to  find  out 
how  to  serve  them  better. 

An  action  plan  to  improve  resources 
for  Hispanic  United  Methodists  was  un¬ 
veiled  for  the  102-member  board  during 
its  organizing  meeting  Oct.  4-7. 

The  Rev.  Victor  Perez-Silvestry,  head 
of  the  board’s  Christian  service  unit,  said 
the  action  plan  calls  for  contracting  with 
people  on  a  part-time  basis  to  serve  as 
interpreters  of  Hispanic  needs  and  devel¬ 
opers  of  new  resources. 

The  part-time  developers  are  to  live  in 
the  areas  they  are  going  to  serve,  he  ex¬ 
plained. 

Target  areas  surveyed  by  Disciple¬ 
ship’s  executive  council  in  1986  are  New 
York;  San  Francisco;  Chicago;  San  Anto¬ 
nio,  Texas;  Miami;  and  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rico. 

Two  contracts  with  developers  have 
been  negotiated,  Mr.  Perez-Silvestry 
said. 

The  Rev.  Lydia  E.  Lebron  is  serving  in 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  through  an 


agreement  with  the  Multi-Ethnic  Center 
of  Drew  University. 

The  Rev.  Arturo  Fernandez  of  the  Cen¬ 
tro  Hispano  de  Evangelismo  y  Mision  is 
serving  in  San  Francisco. 

Both  met  with  local  pastors  and  lay 
leaders  in  their  respective  areas  during 
July  and  August,  Mr.  Perez-Silvestry 
said. 

Their  final  recommendations  are  due 
Jan.  15, 1989,  he  said. 

Hispanic  United  Methodists  in  these 
two  pilot  areas  are  being  asked  to  evalu¬ 
ate  the  developer-interpreter  program, 
Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  continued. 

If  it  proves  effective,  the  service  will 
continue  until  there  are  resource  devel¬ 
opers  in  areas  of  major  Hispanic  church 
populations,  he  said. 

The  program  is  budgeted  for  $30,000 
each  year  of  the  1989-92  quadrennium, 
Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  told  the  Reporter. 

"I’m  sure  we’re  in  for  some  surprises,” 
he  said.  "But  we  need  to  do  this  to  be 
faithful  to  meeting  the  real  needs  of  our 
Hispanic  United  Methodists  and  not  the 
needs  of  our  own  agenda.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Ethnic  program  ‘off  and  running’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— While  other  United 
Methodist  agencies  are  trying  to  figure 
out  how  to  add  programming  for  ethnic- 
minority  local  churches,  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  has  its  program 
off  and  running. 

The  Rev.  Victor  Perez-Silvestry,  head 
of  the  board's  Division  of  Christian  Ser¬ 
vice,  reported  on  the  ethnic-minority 
plan  to  the  Board  of  Discipleship  orga¬ 
nizing  meeting  Oct.  4-7. 

Strengthening  the  ethnic-minority  lo¬ 
cal  church  has  been  a  missional  priority 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
past  12  years.  The  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  removed  the  priority  designation 
and  voted  to  incorporate  the  emphasis 
into  the  church’s  general  programming. 

Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  said  that  the  Disci¬ 
pleship  board  was  the  only  United  Meth¬ 
odist  agency  to  present  a  completed  plan 
when  the  ethnic-minority  general-pro¬ 
gramming  committee  met  this  summer. 

The  Discipleship  efforts  has  selected 
five  annual  conferences,  each  represent¬ 
ing  one  of  the  church's  five  geographical 
jurisdictions,  as  pilot  projects,  he  said. 


Each  annual  conference  was  surveyed 
by  a  three-person  committee  composed 
of  a  Board  of  Discipleship  director,  the 
annual  conference’s  ethnic-minority  lo¬ 
cal  church  coordinator  and  the  confer¬ 
ence’s  council  on  ministries  director. 

The  team  worked  with  the  annual  con¬ 
ference  to  determine  local  ethnic  needs 
and  to  set  up  responses  to  those  needs, 
Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  said. 

Annual  conferences  visited  were  Pen¬ 
insula  (Northeastern  Jurisdiction),  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Southeastern  Jurisdiction), 
California-Nevada  (Western  Jurisdic¬ 
tion),  Oklahoma-Indian  Missionary 
(South  Central  Jurisdiction)  and  North¬ 
ern  Illinois  (North  Central  Jurisdiction). 

The  Peninsula  conference  is  to  have 
training  in  stewardship,  evangelism  and 
Christian  education  Dec.  2-3  and  6-7  and 
March  13-17. 

The  Tennessee  conference  is  to  have 
training  Nov.  12  in  fellowship  care,  youth 
leaders  and  strengthening  Sunday  school. 

The  California-Nevada  conference  had 
training  in  evangelism,  worship  and  mu¬ 
sic  for  Hmong  (Southeast  Asian)  United 
Methodists  in  Nashville  in  March. 


As  a  result,  a  Hmong  worship  resource 
is  in  preparation,  said  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie 
Fox,  the  board’s  evangelism  staff  leader. 

A  training  event  for  black  youths  in 
the  California-Nevada  conference  is  to 
be  held  in  fall  1989 

The  Northern  Illinois  conference  is  to 
have  training  Oct.  28-29  in  stewardship. 
Christian  education  and  lay  leadership 
for  black,  Hispanic  and  Asian  laypeople. 

The  Oklahoma-Indian  Missionary  Con¬ 
ference  hasn’t  established  its  priorities, 
Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  said,  but  a  final  con¬ 
sultation  is  scheduled  Nov.  4-5  in  Kansas. 

Evaluation  of  the  pilot  projects  is  to 
take  place  in  December. 

Mr.  Perez-Silvestry  said  the  Disciple¬ 
ship  board  has  received  inquiries  about 
the  ethnic  leadership  training  from 
about  40  annual  conferences. 

The  program  has  a  budget  of  $194,250. 
Registration  fees  are  to  provide  $35,000. 
Missional  priority  funds  are  to  supply 
$42,750  for  direct  costs  of  the  project, 
and  new  ministries  funds  are  to  pay 
$116,500. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


missionary  protesting  his  dismissal 


churches  in  Hong  Kong  that  have  work¬ 
ing  agreements  with  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  world  mission  board. 

“The  decision  is  based  on  the  facts  of 
his  assignment,  not  my  personal  feel¬ 
ings,”  he  told  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Carroll  said  Mr.  Meacham’s  work- 
teaching  and  archaeology— does  not  meet 
criteria  that  board  directors  have  consis¬ 
tently  expected  of  its  missionaries,  i.e. 
that  they  “be  a  part  of  the  life  and  the  wit¬ 
ness  of  the  church.” 

He  said  that  is  also  why  the  Hong  Kong 
churches  with  which  the  board  works 
will  not  accept  Mr.  Meacham  as  part  of 
their  structures,  an  affiliation  he  said 
Mr.  Meacham  must  have  to  stay  on  there 
as  a  UM  missionary. 


Mr.  Meacham  said  ties  with  those 
churches  are  not  a  viable  option. 

He  said  Methodist  Church  of  Hong  Kong 
officials  are  unhappy  over  his  support  of  a 
Roman  Catholic-sponsored  exhibition  of 
the  Shroud  of  Turin.  The  Hong  Kong-based 
Church  of  Christ  in  China  has  not  received 
any  missionaries  for  a  long  time,  said  the 
Rev.  Lee  Ching  Chee,  a  church  official. 

Mr.  Meacham  has  suggested  the  board 
executive  approve  an  affiliation  with 
Hong  Kong  Baptist  College,  the  city’s 
only  post-secondary  Christian  institution. 

However,  Mr.  Carroll  said  that  propos¬ 
al  represents  “just  another  umbrella  for 
the  same  type  of  work  he  was  doing, 
which  is  not  a  mission  priority  of  the 
Board.” 


Mr.  Meacham,  however,  cites  com¬ 
mendations  of  his  work  from  the  Rev. 
Edwin  O.  Fisher,  the  UM  executive  for 
the  region  until  1986;  as  well  as  from  An¬ 
glicans,  Jews,  Roman  Catholics  and  an¬ 
cestor  worshipers  in  Hong  Kong. 

He  claims,  too,  that  the  denomination 
has  other  missionaries  who  have  little,  if 
any,  relationship  to  churches  in  their  as¬ 
signed  countries.  He  said  there  are  mis¬ 
sionaries  working  as  teachers  in  state 
schools  in  mainland  China  and  in  Hong 
Kong  dealing  with  social  issues  who  are 
‘not  formally  tied  to  a  colleague  church. 

Mr.  Meacham  said  Mr.  Carroll’s  insis¬ 
tence  he  be  accepted  by  a  colleague 
church  insures  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
stay  in  Hong  Kong  as  a  UM  missionary. 


‘WorshipWorks’  network  shares  ideas 
of  the  church’s  most  creative  ministers 
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ASUNCION,  Paraguay— Jubilant  members  of  the  newest  member  of  the 
worldwide  Methodist  family  raise  the  sign  trumpeting  the  creation  of  the 
Evangelical  Methodist  Community  of  Paraguay  Sept.  16.  The  newly-formed 
Paraguayan  church  is  a  joint  mission  project  of  the  Methodist  Church  in 
Brazil’s  Sixth  Region  and  the  U.S.-based  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  an  unofficial  mission  agency  supported  by  United  Methodists. 

New  Methodist  church 


Hong  Kong 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

A  dismissed  United  Methodist  educa¬ 
tor  in  Hong  Kong,  unable  to  overturn  his 
dismissal  through  normal  channels,  has 
taken  the  extraordinary  step  of  pleading 
his  case  directly  to  officials  and  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  board  meets  next  week  in  New 
York. 

William  Meacham,  a  teacher  and  ar¬ 
cheologist  at  the  Center  for  Asian  Stud¬ 
ies  in  Hong  Kong,  thinks  a  long-standing 
disagreement  about  China  politics  with  a 
one-time  neighbor  who  recently  became 
his  boss  has  come  back  to  haunt  him. 

Mr.  Meacham  said  his  dismissal  July 
31  after  18  years  as  a  UM  missionary 
was  “highly  arbitrary  and  unfair.” 

Mr.  Meacham  told  the  Reporter  he  be¬ 
lieves  his  missionary  job  was  terminated 
because  he  and  the  Rev.  Ewing  W.  Car- 
roll,  the  board’s  chief  executive  for  work 
in  the  region,  have  been  at  odds  since  the 
early  1970s  when  both  were  serving  in 
Hong  Kong  and  held  contrasting  views  of 
the  political  situation  in  mainland  China. 

“It  is  not  the  will  of  God  that  my  life 
and  work  in  Hong  Kong  should  hinge  on 
finding  acceptance  with  someone  who  in 
1970  was  raving  over  ‘the  good  things  hap¬ 
pening  in  new  China,’  now  seen  clearly  for 
what  it  was,  a  period  of  hideous,  oppres¬ 
sive  dictatorship,"  Mr.  Meacham  said. 

Mr.  Carroll  insists  that  the  decision 
was  made  solely  because  Mr.  Meacham 
is  not  sponsored  by  either  of  the  two 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Some  of  United  Methodism’s  most  cre¬ 
ative  worship  leaders  have  a  new  nation¬ 
al  connection  for  sharing  ideas  called 
WorshipWorks. 

“WorshipWorks  aims  to  link  200  to  300 
of  the  nation’s  most  committed  and  cre¬ 
ative  worship  leaders  in  a  national  net¬ 
work  with  local  chapters,”  said  the  Rev. 
John  S.  Rice  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  or¬ 
ganization’s  director. 

The  idea  for  WorshipWorks  came 


when  Dr.  Rice  was  minister  of  music  at 
Wilshire  United  Methodist  Church  in  Los 
Angeles.  He  said  he  found  it  helpful  to 
spend  time  with  worship  leaders  in  other 
cities,  learning  principles  of  effective 
worship  and  applying  them  to  a  specific 
situation. 

The  new  organization  is  also  expected 
to  create  resources  for  local  congrega¬ 
tions  after  a  year  of  surveying  needs. 
Those  aids  are  expected  to  include  such 
things  as  a  worship-resource  catalog,  a 
list  of  church-related  organizations  for 
worship  committee  members  and  “how 
to"  videotapes  showing  "what  really 
works  in  the  trenches.” 

The  first  WorshipWorks  forum  is  to  be 
in  the  Desert  Southwest  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence,  Oct.  21-22,  at  Central  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Phoenix,  Ariz. 

Resource  people  are  to  include  Dr. 
Marjorie  Tuell  of  Los  Angeles,  who 
chaired  the  hymn  texts  section  of  the 
Hymnal  Revision  Committee,  and  Alice 
Parker,  jnusician  and  author  of  books  on 
getting  congregations  to  sing. 

Dr.  Rice  said,  “It  is  important  that 
churches  have  a  strong  music  program. 
Music  is  important.  The  choir’s  place  in 
the  worship  service  is  important  in  the 
life  of  the  congregation. 

“We  hope  to  collect  from  church  lead¬ 


ers  new  ideas  for  worship.  We  will  also 
gather  questions  from  churches  who  just 
want  to  revitalize  a  music  program.” 

Other  WorshipWorks  forums  are 
scheduled  in  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.Va.;  Des  Moines,  Iowa.;  Sacra¬ 
mento  and  Fresno,  Calif.;  Everett  and 
Puget  Sound,  Wash.;  New  York;  Boston; 
Denver;  Atlanta;  and  Houston. 

WorshipWorks  has  an  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  consisting  of  United  Methodist 
church  leaders,  Christian  educators  and 
seminary  professors.  The  advisory  com¬ 
mittee  will  produce  at  least  five  video 
resources  demonstrating  creative  pro¬ 
grams  for  worship  services: 

“Worship  at  Our  Place,"  focusing  on 
the  local  church; 

“Technology  in  Worship,”  which  sur¬ 
veys  churches  using  computers  in  music 
ministries; 

“The  Choir  Leads  the  Way,”  for  choir 
directors; 

“Rejoice  and  Sing”  using  resources 
from  the  new  United  Methodist  hymnal; 

“Worship  works  because  . . .”  introduc¬ 
ing  the  WorshipWorks  organization. 

More  information  is  available  from 
Dr.  Rice  at  10619  Alameda  Drive,  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.  37932,  telephone  (615)  966- 
0103. 
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is  ‘born’  in 

By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  from  across  the 
United  States  were  “midwives”  last 
month  at  the  birth  of  the  newest  member 
of  the  worldwide  Methodist  family. 

The  Evangelical  Methodist  Communi¬ 
ty  of  Paraguay  came  to  life  Sept.  16  as  a 
result  of  an  international  Methodist  ef¬ 
fort,  according  to  the  Rev.  David  Ring  of 
St.  Mark’s  United  Methodist  Church  in  El 
Paso,  Texas. 

The  new  Paraguayan  church  is  a  joint 
project  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Brazil 
and  an  unofficial  mission  agency  in  the 
United  States— the  Mission  Society  for 
United  Methodists. 

The  Paraguayan  congregation— the 
first  ever  in  that  South  American  coun¬ 
try— was  chartered  in  a  consisting  ser¬ 
vice  attended  by  Methodists  from  the 
U.S.,  Brazil  and  Spain. 

The  service — translated  into  four  lan¬ 
guages,  including  the  local  native  tongue, 
Guarani— was  held  in  a  storefront  intend¬ 
ed  to  hold  50  people  but  packed  with  more 
than  150,  said  Mr.  Ring. 

“This  is  only  the  beginning,”  said  the 
Rev.  Pablo  Bogado,  a  Paraguayan  who 
with  his  wife,  Claudette,  is  working  with 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Brazil’s  Sixth 
Region  in  a  missionary  outreach  into  his 
native  country. 

“Within  two  years,  we  believe  that 
there  will  be  2000  Methodists  in  Para¬ 
guay,  to  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,”  he  said. 

Members  of  the  St.  Mark’s  UMC  in  El 
Paso  support  Mr.  Bogado’s  work  as  one 
of  their  special  mission  projects.  The  El 
Paso  congregation  supports  missionaries 
sent  by  both  the  official  United  Method¬ 
ist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
and  the  unofficial  Mission  Society. 

“The  plan  is  to  put  a  church  in  each  of 
the  19  states  of  the  country  within  two 
years,”  he  said. 


Paraguay 

United  Methodists  from  the  El  Paso 
district,  along  with  church  members 
from  five  other  U.S.  states,  spent  a  week 
in  California-sized  Paraguay  last  month 
under  auspices  of  “Christian  Hands  in 
Action.” 

“Christian  Hands  in  Action”  is  the  offi¬ 
cial  mission  arm  of  the  El  Paso  district 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  the  past  four  years,  the  group  has 
fielded  short-term  mission  teams,  includ¬ 
ing  physicians  and  dentists,  in  Mexico 
and  Central  America. 

On  this  trip,  there  were  17  United 
Methodists  from  Texas,  New  Mexico, 
California,  Alabama,  Michigan  and  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Mr.  Ring  said. 

The  “Christian  Hands  in  Action”  team 
treated  more  than  1000  medical  and  den¬ 
tal  patients  free  of  charge  during  their 
week  in  Paraguay  and  witnessed  more 
than  50  first-time  professions  of  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  the  El  Paso  pastor  said. 

“At  night,  we  would  go  back  to  the 
area  where  we  had  treated  patients  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  and  hold  a  worship  service, 
many  in  the  open  air,”  he  explained. 

“The  chemistry  was  perfect,  and  it 
seemed  liked  the  Holy  Spirit  was  very 
much  behind  everything  we  were  doing.  I 
have  a  feeling  that  in  50  years  I’ll  look 
back  on  this  and  say  it  was  one  of  the 
very  high  points  of  my  ministry.” 

Although  Richard  Schisler,  a  mission¬ 
ary  serving  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  Brazil,  took  part  in 
the  mission  that  resulted  in  the  charter¬ 
ing  of  the  church,  a  spokesperson  at  the 
board’s  headquarters  in  New  York  said, 
“This  is  something  that  we  have  no  infor¬ 
mation  on.  Paraguay  is  a  country  with 
which  we  do  not  have  a  relationship.” 

The  Rev.  H.T.  Maclin,  president  of  the 
Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists, 
said  his  organization  supports  five  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Paraguay,  including  the  £o- 
gadas  and  three  Americans— Bruce  and 
Marlene  Inglish,  and  Ivan  WalL 
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The  early  circuit-riding 
|  preachers  traveled  a  rugged 
I  road  as  they  spread  the  Gos- 
k  pel.  And  today's  journey  in 
l  faith  -  for  those  who  are 
1  serious  about  it  -  is  no  less 
Jdemanding.  Master  the 
path  with  the  help  of  Francis  Asbury 
Press.  They’re  books  that  keep  hearts 
burning  with  the  Good  News  as  well  as 
sharpen  your  skills. 

Follow  the  historic  trail  of  grace  with 
John  Deschner's  landmark  Wesley's 
Christology.  Recall  Methodism's  special 
heritage  of  singing  in  OFOrA  Thousand 
Tongues,  or  let  The  Wesley  Hymns 
open  the  spiritual  treasure  found  in  this 
beloved  music. 

Pick  up  the  trail  of  20th-century 
faithfulness  with  The  Claws  Of  The 
Dragon,  a  first-hand  account  of  grace 
in  mainland  China. 

For  the  road  tomorrow,  Faith  And 
Form  summons  United  Methodists  to 
again  join  theology  and  polity.  And  for 
some  concerns  of  the  entire  Wesleyan 
family,  look  to  Tbm  Oden's  Doctrinal 
Standards  In  The  Wesleyan  TYadition. 


When  you  need  to  set  l^arts  on  fire, 
study  a  master.  Like  James  Earl  Massey  's 
forthcoming  Preaching  From  Hebrews. 

Or  take  some  proven  tips  for  Evangelistic 
Preaching,  from  seasoned  evangelist 
Alan  Walker. 

For  more  insight  into  Scripture,  saddle 
up  with  four  studies  from  Rueben  Welch 
Faith  For  The  Journey,  on  Hebrews;  Our 
Freedom  in  Christ,  for  Romans;  his  Let's 
Listen  Tb  Jesus  on  John  14-17;  and  on 
Philippians,  The  Open  Secret  of  Strength. 

And  nobody  warms  hearts  like  W.  E. 
Sangster.  Cultivate  lasting  spiritual  growth 
with  his  positive-minded  The  Secret  Of 
Radiant  Life,  his  insightful  The  Pattern 
Of  Prayer,  or  the  favorite  He  Is  Able. 
they're  all  classics. 

Send  for  your  free  brochure. 

Find  new  strength  for  your  journey  in 
faith  with  books  from  Zondervan's  Francis 
Asbury  Press.  They're  available  now  at 
bookstores  everywhere. 

To  learn  more  about  these  and  other 
books  of  interest  to  the  Wesleyan  commu¬ 
nity,  write:  Francis  Asbury  Press  Brochure, 
Dept.  UM  Zondervan,  1415  Lake  Drive  SE, 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan  49506. 


Zondervan 

Academic  and  Professional  Reading. 


DESERT  SOUTHWEST  PHOTO  BY  COLLEEN  SANDERS-HATFIELD 

PHOENIX— Don  Morse,  left,  choir  director  for  Central  United  Methodist 
Church,  Phoenix,  discusses  upcoming  WorshipWorks  program  with  the  Rev. 
John  S.  Rice,  center,  and  the  Rev.  Mike  Nickerson,  Desert  Southwest  con¬ 
ference  Council  on  Ministries  director. 
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Bubble-up  theology  revives  urban  UM  church 


OCTOBER  14,  1988 


By  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 
Managing  Editor 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.-Some  call  it  “the 
church  with  the  bubble-up  theology.” 

Among  those  who  do  is  the  senior  min¬ 
ister,  the  Rev.  Hal  Garman. 

Dr.  Garman,  a  sociologist  by  academic 
training,  explains  "bubble-up  theology"  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church  as  the 
notion  that  the  pastor  and  staff  have  to 
“stay  loose"  and  thereby  free  up  laypeople 
“to  do  things  no  one  could  anticipate.” 

What’s  the  senior  minister’s  role  in  all 
this?  One  lay  member  says,  “Hal  oper¬ 
ates  the  blacksmith's  bellows  and  heats 
up  the  sparks.” 

Not  all  the  sparks  catch  fire.  That’s  all 
right,  too.  One  laywoman  said,  “This  is  a 
nonthreatening  environment.  It's  not  like 
work.  No  one’s  gonna  say,  ‘You  screwed 
up.’  ” 

What  created  the  environment  in 
which  “bubble-up  theology”  can  thrive? 

Members— newcomers  and  oldtimers 
alike— credit  it  to  an  attitude  summed 
up  in  four  words:  "We  can  do  it!” 

‘Complete  turnaround’  made 

Layman  Ken  Taylor  uttered  those  four 
potent  words  10  years  ago.  The  “it”  he 
was  talking  about  was  a  complete  turn¬ 
around  for  University  Church. 

In  nearly  every  measurable  way— aver¬ 
age  weekly  worship  attendance,  average 
church  school  attendance,  membership, 
number  of  new  members  received  per 
year,  annual  income  from  pledges— Uni¬ 
versity  Church  had  bottomed  out. 

As  of  the  mid-1970s  it  was  no  longer  at 
or  even  near  the  pinnacle  of  upstate  New 
York  Methodism. 


i 


^1  The  church 

*1  aflame 


Upkeep  costs  on  the  massive  1921  En¬ 
glish  Gothic  structure  were  so  daunting 
that  the  dwindling  congregation— aver¬ 
age  attendance  150— met  downstairs 
during  the  winter,  abandoning  the  un¬ 
heated  sanctuary  with  its  magnificent 
banks  of  stained-glass  windows. 

“We  were  counting  the  months  until 
we  collapsed,”  the  indomitable  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  recalls. 

Why  didn’t  they? 

First  came  the  change  in  attitude— “I 
can  do  it”  and  "We  can  do  it.” 

Next  was  some  realistic  membership- 
roll  pruning,  removing  some  500  names 
via  charge  conference  action  and  leaving 
a  reliable  base  of  150  “giving  units.” 

Then  came  the  arm  twisting,  putting 
people  to  work. 

"We  planned  a  capital  funds  campaign 
and  hoped  to  get  50-60  people  to  make 
calls  on  behalf  of  church  finances,”  re¬ 
calls  Mr.  Lee,  then  stewardship  chair¬ 
man,  now  long-range  chairman.  “We 
ended  up  with  over  100.” 

Included  in  gifts  to  that  campaign  was 
one  couple’s  entire  estate  of  over 
$100,000,  a  crucial  early  boost  to  a  per¬ 
manent  endowment  which  recently  hit  $1 
million. 

Changes  in  ministerial  leadership 
were  undeniably  a  part  of  “it.”  From  a 
period  described  as  “fractious”  the 


church  progressed  to  a  "healer”  to,  sev¬ 
en-plus  years  ago.  Dr.  Garman. 

Members  quick  to  explain 

What  does  “bubble-up"  sound  like? 

Members  responded  energetically 
while  a  visiting  journalist  scrambled  to 
keep  up: 

“It  doesn't  matter  how  long  you’ve 
been  a  member.  No  one  says  you  haven't 
been  here  long  enough.  You  do  what  you 
have  to  do.” 

“There’s  something  here  for  every¬ 
one’s  talents.  You  find  uses  you  don't 
even  know  you  have.” 

“You  don’t  get  locked  into  slots  here. 
If  you  get  tired  of  working  in  one  area, 
you  tell  the  right  committee  and  they  let 
you  do  something  else.” 

“Most  members  live  elsewhere.  The 
community  and  the  congregation  are  not 
the  same,  but  there’s  a  healthy  community 
around  the  church,  and  that’s  important. 
It’s  like  ‘Star  Wars’— the  ‘force’  is  here.” 

“You  have  many  opportunities  to  ex¬ 
press  your  spirituality  here,  to  question 
openly  and  to  explore,  no  matter  wheth¬ 
er  you’re  a  student  [at  nearby  Syracuse 
University]  or  age  85.” 

“There’s  nobody  in  this  room  [15  or  so 
members  talking  with  the  journalist] 
that  I  don’t  feel  I  have  a  special  relation¬ 
ship  with.” 

When  nearly  everyone  else  in  the  room 
nodded  agreement  with  that  last  point,  the 
secret  of  "bubble-up  theology”  was  clear. 

Church  known  for  its  outreach 

In  an  attractive  brochure  given  to  visi¬ 
tors,  Dr.  Garman  explains: 

“The  congregation  of  University 

HI 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 

SYRACUSE,  N.Y.— That’s  a  peanut  butter-and-jelly  sandwich  “brigade”  at  work  in  the  University  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  kitchen.  It’s  there  every  Sunday  morning,  making  150  sandwiches  to  take  to  a  nearby  Christian  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church  congregation.  University  church’s  outreach  ranges  from  near-neighborhood  to  Africa. 


the  church  today 


Bishop  Woodie  White  heads 
UM  Discipleship  board 

NASHVILLE— Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area)  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  1989-92  General  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  during  its  organizing  meeting 
Oct.  4-7. 

Bishop  David  Lawson  (Wisconsin  Area) 
was  elected  vice  president. 

Other  officers  include  Evelyn  Laycock  of 
Madisonville.  Tenn..  secretary;  Isaac  W. 
Brown,  head  of  the  board’s  Office  of  Finan¬ 
cial  Services,  treasurer,  and  Joyce  Arnold, 

Native  Americans 
compiling  hymnal 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

Native  American  United  Methodists 
are  attempting  to  become  the  fourth  eth¬ 
nic  group  to  compile  a  special  hymnal  to 
supplement  the  church’s  official  hymnal. 

The  Native  American  hymnal  will 
blend  traditional  and  new  hymns  and  in¬ 
clude  a  sampling  of  responsive  readings, 
liturgy,  rituals,  and  prayers  from  vari¬ 
ous  tribes,  said  project  director  Marilyn 
M.  Hofstra  of  Areata,  Calif. 

She  said  the  hymnal  also  will  include 
five  songs  from  the  new  United  Method¬ 
ist  hymnal  — “Jesus  Our  Friend  and 
Brother,"  a  Cheyenne  translation;  “Hele- 
luyan,"  Muscogee  (Creek);  “Many  and 
Great,  O  God.”  Dakota;  “  ‘T’was  in  the 
Moon  of  Wintertime,"  Huron;  and  "Daw- 
Kee,  Aim  Daw-Tsi."  Kiowa. 

"Many  native  songs  have  been  passed 
on  orally,  so  we  have  the  words,  but  the 
music  is  not  in  written  form,"  said  Ms. 
Hofstra.  “This  project  will  endeavor  to 
accomplish  transcribing  those  hymns." 

She  is  seeking  materials  so  the  hymnal 
and  worship  resource  will  be  representa¬ 
tive  of  Native  American  spirituality.  The 
hymnal  is  to  be  completed  by  July  1990. 

The  project  is  being  financed  by  a  grant 
from  the  UM  Board  of  Discipleship. 

Already  in  print  are  “Songs  of  Zion,"  a 
Black  hymnal;  “Celebremos.”  a  Hispanic 
hymnal;  and  "Songs  of  the  Four  Winds,” 
an  Asian-American  hymnal,  said  the  Rev. 
Sam  Young,  editor  of  the  recently  revised 
official  hymnal  and  worship  book. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


administrative  assistant  to  the  board’s 
chief  executive,  recording  secretary. 

Education  agency  administrator 
announces  June  30  retirement 

NASHVILLE— The  chief  administra¬ 
tor  for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Minis¬ 
try  is  retiring. 

Martha  Lawrence, 
associate  general 
secretary  for  admin¬ 
istration  at  the  Nash¬ 
ville-based  agency 
since  1983,  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  she  will  Martha  Lawrence 
leave  her  post  June  30,  1989.  She  is  to  begin 
a  six-month  study  leave  Jan.  1  and  assist 
her  successor  during  that  period. 

As  the  board’s  administrative  officer, 
Ms.  Lawrence  supervises  personnel  mat¬ 
ters  and  manages  a  financial  portfolio 
worth  more  than  $60  million.  She  served 
32  years  on  the  staff  of  the  current  board 
and  its  predecessor  agencies. 

Discipleship  board  moves  its 
meetings  to  save  on  air  fares 

NASHVILLE— The  1989-92  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  voted  41-37  to  shift 
its  meeting  dates  to  include  weekends  to 


save  money  on  air  fares. 

Members  considered  the  issue  three 
times  before  reaching  a  decision. 

Layman  Marcus  Fang  of  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  argued  that  weekend  air 
fares  are  as  much  as  $250  cheaper  than 
weekday  air  fares. 

Multiplied  by  the  80  or  so  members 
who  fly  to  meetings,  the  potential  sav¬ 
ings  could  amount  to  as  much  as  $20,000 
per  gathering,  he  said.  The  Board  of  Dis¬ 
cipleship  meets  twice  annually. 

New  marketing  director  named 
to  promote  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— Promoting 
United  Methodism’s  national  television 
series,  “Catch  the  Spirit,”  will  be  the  pri¬ 
mary  task  of  a  new  marketing  director 
recently  named  by  United  Methodist 
Communications. 

William  R.  Richards,  a  veteran  com¬ 
munications  professional  who  has 
worked  with  the  agency  and  its  predeces¬ 
sors  for  22  years,  will  take  on  that  job 
Jan.  1.  He  also  will  continue  to  supervise 
media  training  for  bishops  and  other 
church  leaders. 

He  was  UMCom’s  authority  on  cable 
television  as  that  industry  began  to 
emerge  signficantly  in  the  early  1970s. 
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SYRACUSE,  N.Y. — Senior  minister  Hal  Garman  (center)  gets  credit  for  operating  the  “blacksmith’s  bellows” 
that  keeps  the  heat  under  the  “bubble-up  theology”  at  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Syracuse.  Small- 
group  meetings  like  this  are  typical  of  what  brought  the  church  back  to  life. 


Church,  one  of  the  most  diverse  in  this 
community,  is  known  for  its  outreach 
programs,  which  begin  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  and  reach  to  Africa,  the  Middle 
East  and  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  ...  We 
feel  God’s  spirit  in  our  midst ...  We  keep 
asking  ourselves,  ‘What  is  it  that  God 
wants  us  to  be  doing?’  Come  and  see  for 
yourself.” 

What  the  onlooker  would  see  could  in¬ 
clude  a  full-range  Sunday  school  from  tod¬ 
dlers  to  adult  Bible  study,  open-issues 
forum  and  a  special-education  adult  class; 
magnificently  trained  adult  choir,  hand¬ 
bell  choir,  children’s  choir;  fellowship 
groups  for  all  ages,  and  outreach  projects 
ranging,  as  Dr.  Garman  indicates,  from 
neighborhood  to  Iron  Curtain. 

Perhaps  the  most  extensive  outreach 
project  is  Neighborhood  Linking.  That’s 
the  programmatic  portal  through  which 
needy  people  living  nearby  come  to  the 
church  to  find  out  about  and  get  linked  to 


whatever  governmental  or  private  agen¬ 
cies  are  designed  to  meet  their  needs. 

Others?  Refugee  resettlement  —  wait¬ 
ing  for  a  sixth  family.  Habitat  for  Hu¬ 
manity  —  sent  a  team  to  Haiti,  hosted  1987 
international  convention,  hoping  to  help 
build  houses  in  three  lots  Habitat  owns  in 
Syracuse. 

Helping  nearby  churches— a  “sandwich 
brigade"  makes  150  sandwiches  each  Sun¬ 
day  morning  in  the  University  Church 
kitchen  and  takes  then  to  a  nearby  Chris¬ 
tian  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

What  about  the  numbers? 

Dr.  Garman’s  intricate  charts  show 
this: 

Average  weekly  worship  attendance: 
All-time  high  of  320  in  1959;  low  of  160  in 
1979;  now  200  and  rising. 

Average  Sunday  school  attendance: 
High  of  295  in  1960;  low  of  60  in  1978;  now 
about  110. 

Membership:  High  of  1,360  in  1961,  low 


of  480  in  1980;  now  about  560,  40  percent 
of  whom  have  joined  under  Dr.  Garman’s 
administration. 

Number  of  new  members  received 
each  year:  High  of  105  in  1959;  low  of  13 
in  1980;  45  in  1986. 

Baptisms:  48  in  1948;  3  in  1977;  14  in 
1986. 

What,  finally,  makes  University 
Church,  Syracuse,  a  “church  aflame”? 
In  the  succinct  spirit  of  “we  can  do  it,” 
one  member  answered,  “There’s  room 
here  for  people  to  catch  fire!” 

" The  Church  Aflame"  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations,  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities.  Recommendations  of  con¬ 
gregations  that  deserve  to  be  featured 
should  be  sent  to  “ The  Church  Aflame." 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275. 


Covenant  spans  two  hemispheres 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Lind  (Washington)  United  Methodist 
Church  is  a  long  way  from  Methodist 
churches  in  Belo  Horizonte,  Brazil,  but 
these  churches  have  a  common  interest 
nevertheless. 

The  Lind  congregation  has  pledged  to 
support  two  pastors  assigned  to  Brazil’s 
Methodist  churches  through  the  “cove¬ 
nant  relationship”  program. 

"Covenant  relationship”  is  the  way  in 
which  a  local  United  Methodist  church 
can  give  financial  and  moral  support  to  a 
United  Methodist  missionary  or  mission¬ 
ary  couple. 

Donor  churches  involved  in  the  cove¬ 
nant  determine  the  type  of  national  or 
world  mission  project  they  want  to  help. 

When  the  commitment  is  made,  the 
church  makes  a  financial  pledge.  Gifts 
go  to  the  conference  treasurer  designat¬ 
ed  to  the  missionary  or  missionary  cou¬ 
ple's  unique  Advance  number. 

The  level  of  support  made  by  most 
churches  in  the  covenant  program  is 
$1,000  a  year,  according  to  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  officials. 
Presently,  5,000-plus  local  churches  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  program.  The  sponsoring 
board  recommends  a  minimum  commit¬ 
ment  of  $3  per  member  per  year. 

"Many  people  think  that  you  have  to 
be  a  big  church  with  a  lot  of  financial  re¬ 
sources  to  participate  in  this  program,” 
says  Edward  A.  Moultrie,  who  interprets 
the  missionary  support  program  for  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

“But  here  [Lind]  is  a  little  church  in  a 
town  that's  going  through  the  farm  crisis 
that  still  went  the  second  mile  in  their 
giving  through  the  Advance.” 

Lind.  Wash.,  77  miles  southwest  from 
Spokane,  has  about  450  residents.  Most 
people  in  the  area  are  dry-land  wheat 
farmers,  some  of  whom  are  in  danger  of 
losing  their  land. 

The  Rev.  George  Hanke,  pastor  of 
Lind  UMC,  said  the  farm  crisis  has  had 
an  effect  on  his  Sunday  church  atten¬ 
dance.  The  church  has  181  members  on 
its  rolls,  but  only  40  members  actively 
participate  in  the  ministry. 

Despite  the  decrease  in  attendance, 
the  congregation  does  what  it  can  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  covenant  relationship  with  the 
Revs.  Leon  and  Martha  Strunk,  a  mis¬ 
sionary  couple  in  Belo  Horizonte.  The 
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Partnership 
in  Missions 
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No  gift  too  small 

congregation  has  supported  the  couple 
since  1982. 

"Lind  isn’t  a  large  church,  but  we  still 
have  a  vision  for  missions,"  said  Mrs. 
Doreen  Hanke,  wife  of  the  pastor. 

"With  wheat  prices  fluctuating  and 
farmers  going  out  of  business,  it’s  great 
that  people  still  want  to  participate  in 
this  program,"  she  added. 
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Martha  Strunk 


More  information  on  “Covenant  Rela¬ 
tionships"  is  available  from  conference 
or  district  mission  secretaries,  Global 
Ministries  field  representative,  or  the 
Advance  Office  at  (212)  870-3790. 


CHURCH  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 
November  12-13,  1988 

"Custer  Road’s  congregation  is  an  unusually 
vibrant  one  because  the  staff  and  hundreds 
of  lay  persons  live  out  their  commitment  to 
Christ  and  the  church  through  worship, 
study,  service,  and  giving  every  week. "-War¬ 
ren  Hartman,  Executive  Director  of  Research,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Experience  first-hand  the  excitement  and  dynamic  ministry  of 
Custer  Road. 

For  an  information  brochure,  call  Joan  Newman  at  (214)  596-6042. 

Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church 
6601  Custer  Road,  Plano,  Texas  75023 
Mark  Craig,  Senior  Minister 

Sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


Judge  rules  for  peace  convoy 


CLASSIFIED 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth,  to  develop  a  full  youth  program,  in 
Grove.  OK  on  beautiful  Grand  Lake,  a  rapidly 
growing  area  Will  discuss  salary  at  interview 
Send  complete  resume  to:  First  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church.  P.O.  Box  387,  Grove,  OK  74344,  or 
call  (918)  786-5148  if  you  have  any  questions 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

The  disputed  actions  of  a  Veterans 
Peace  Convoy,  which  included  two  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  were  upheld  recently  by  a 
federal  judge. 

The  convoy  defied  a  Reagan  adminis¬ 
tration  interpretation  of  the  Nicaragua 
Trade  Embargo  Act  of  1985  by  taking 
pickup  trucks  to  that  Central  American 
country  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30). 

U.S.  District  Judge  George  P.  Kazen  of 
Laredo,  Texas,  ruled  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  has  no  authority  to  prohibit  aid  to 
foreign  countries  if  the  aid  can  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected  to  be  used  to  relieve  hu¬ 
man  sufferings. 

Unless  reversed  on  appeal.  Judge  Ka- 
zen’s  decision  diminishes  the  possibility 
that  members  of  the  convoy  might  be 
prosecuted,  said  an  attorney  represent¬ 
ing  the  "convoyistas." 

The  U.S.  Treasury  Department  is  re¬ 
portedly  reviewing  the  ruling  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  to  appeal.  Treasury 
officials  didn’t  reply  to  telephone  inqui¬ 
ries  from  the  Reporter. 


Government  officials  had  said  convoy 
members  could  face  prison  sentences  of 
up  to  10  years  and  fines  up  to  $50,000. 

The  Rev.  Eric  F.  Swanfeldt,  pastor  of 
Uncasville  (Conn.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  Carol  Cavness  Walker,  a 
United  Methodist  peace-and-justice 
worker  from  Austin,  Texas,  both  told  the 
Reporter  last  week  that  they  had  been 
confident  the  judge  would  rule  in  favor 
of  the  convoy. 

Ms.  Walker  accompanied  a  pickup  truck 
she  donated;  Mr.  Swanfeldt  drove  one  of 
two  vehicles  donated  by  the  denomina¬ 
tion's  Southern  New  England  conference. 

Mr.  Swanfeldt  said  he  had  felt  com¬ 
pelled  to  challenge  the  government’s  in¬ 
terpretation  of  the  law  by  an  act  of  civil 
disobedience. 

“We  were  working  through  the  demo¬ 
cratic  process,  but  we  couldn't  wait  for  it 
because  the  situation  in  Nicaragua  and 
Central  America  was  so  critical,”  he  said. 

In  his  ruling,  Judge  Kazen  said,  "The 
president  has  no  authority  to  regulate  or 
prohibit  (the)  donations  by  persons  of  arti¬ 
cles,  as  distinguished  from  funds,  which 


me  donor  intends  to  be  used  to  relieve  nu- 
man  sufferings  if  the  articles  can  reason¬ 
ably  be  expected  to  serve  that  purpose.” 

Convoy  coordinator  Gerry  Condon  said, 
“We  see  it  as  a  big  victory,  not  only  vindi¬ 
cating  the  Veterans  Peace  Convoy  but  as 
an  important  precedent  for  all  those 
Americans  who  are  sending  humanitarian 
aid  to  Nicaragua.” 

Members  of  the  Veterans  Peace  Con¬ 
voy  delivered  16  vehicles— mostly  pick¬ 
up  trucks— to  church  and  community 
groups  in  Nicaragua  in  late  July,  con¬ 
tending  that  the  vehicles  and  their  cargo 
of  food,  clothing,  medical  supplies  and  a 
shipment  of  paper  from  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville  were 
humanitarian  aid. 

The  1985  trade  embargo  act  contains  an 
exemption  for  such  aid,  but  the  federal 
government  had  been  interpreting  the  ex¬ 
emptions  on  a  case-by-case  basis,  the 
court  said,  and  had  refused  to  allow  export 
of  certain  items,  including  cars  and  trucks. 

The  Veterans  Peace  Convoy  filed  suit  in 
the  Laredo  federal  district  court  to  over¬ 
turn  that  interpretation  of  the  embargo. 


ACTIVE 

MINISTRY 


Asbury  Seminary 
opens  up  a  world 
of  possibilities 
for  you. 


Prepare  to  fulfill  your  call  to  effective 
Christian  service  at  Asbury,  a  multi- 
denominational  graduate-level  seminary 
where  faculty  and  students  embrace 
biblical,  Wesleyan  evangelical  beliefs. 

Accredited  degree  programs  include: 

•  Master  of  Divinity 

•  Master  of  Arts  (Research) 

Biblical  Studies 
Theological  Studies 

•  Master  of  Arts  (Specialization) : 

Christian  Education 
Church  Music 
Parish  Counseling 
World  Mission  &  Evangelism 
Youth  Ministry 

•  Dual  Degree:  Master  of  Divinity/Master  of  Arts. 

Pastoral  Counseling 

•  Master  of  Theology,  World  Mission  fit  Evangelism 

•  Doctor  of  Missiology 

•  Doctor  of  Ministry 

•  Cooperative  Programs  (University  of  Kentucky): 

Master  of  Social  Work  (UK)  and  M.Div. 
orM.A.  (Asbury) 

Doctor  of  Philosophy  (UK) 

Call  1  800  2-ASBURY  Toll  Free 

For  enrollment  information  -  ask  for  Admissions 
In  Kentucky  (606)  858-3581  Eastern  time  zone 


CENTENARY  college 
library  BOX  4138 
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St.  Mark  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  holds 


groundbreaking 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Baton  Rouge  is  nearing  its  100  years  of 
religious,  civic  and  community  service 
to  the  Baton  Rouge  community,  not  only 


to  those  who  are  United  Methodists,  but 
wherever  there  was  a  need  to  and  for 
people. 

For  many  years,  there  have  been  plans 


to  build  a  new  St.  Mark  Church  —  it  be¬ 
gan  many  years  ago  and  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  Rev.  W.  T.  Handy  Jr.,  now  bishop 
of  the  Missouri  Conference.  The  Church 


was  completely  refurbished,  and  its  new 
face-lift  lasted  for  a  number  of  years  un¬ 
til  time,  weather,  age  and  the  environ¬ 
ment  took  their  toll,  making  its 
parishioners  imminently  aware  of  the 
need  to  tear  down,  rebuild  or  relocate. 

The  trustees,  building  committee 
members,  officers  and  members  of  the 
church  set  out  to  do  an  indepth  study. 
The  present  site  is  located  in  a  section  of 
the  city  that  was  once  a  thriving  and 
heavily  populated  residential  area.  As 
times  have  changed  and  families  have 
moved  from  this  area,  only  a  small  num¬ 
ber  of  the  church  members  remain  in  the 
local  church  area. 

A  search  for  property  that  would  meet 
the  needs  of  the  congregation  was  made. 
Finally  the  site  sought  and  selected  was 
acceptable  to  the  membership  and  a 
three-and-a-half  acre  tract  was  pur¬ 
chased  during  the  leadership  of  Rev. 
Robert  Williams.  The  property  is  located 
at  6217  Glen  Oaks  Drive,  formerly  the 
site  of  St.  Paul  Methodist  Church.  The 
property  was  left  undeveloped  for  a 
number  of  years  while  the  church  mem¬ 
bers  made  no  definite  plans  to  begin  the 
building  project. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  September  25, 
the  hard  work  and  dreams  of  many  be¬ 
gan  to  be  realized,  as  the  groundbreaking 
ceremony  was  held. 

The  ceremony  began  with  the  Call  to 
Worship  by  Julia  S.  Knighten,  chairper¬ 
son-work  area  in  education;  the  invoca¬ 
tion  was  given  by  George  Cooper,  lay 
leader;  the  address  “The  Image  of  the 
Church”  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Ken  Fish¬ 
er;  the  Litany  of  Dedication  was  led  by 
Dr  Kirby  Vining,  District  Superinten¬ 


dent  of  the  Baton  Rouge/Lafayette  Dis¬ 
trict  and  the  Prayer  of  Dedication  was 
offered  by  Rev.  Bertrand  Griffin,  mem¬ 
ber  of  St.  Mark  and  Chaplain  at  Dixon 
Correctional  Institute. 

Participants  in  the  groundbreaking 
ceremony  included  chairpersons  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  Inez  Chrisentery. 
Council  on  Ministries.  Lois  Randall 
Heath;  Board  of  Trustees,  Theodore  Lot- 
ten  Sr.,  and  the  18  members  of  the  Build¬ 
ing  Committee. 

Others  turning  the  soil  were  Doris  Da¬ 
vis,  Harriet  Washington,  Mable  Washing¬ 
ton,  Dr  Kirby  Vining,  Rev  Roger 
Lathan,  Conference  Director  of  Special 
Ministries,  Councilman  V.M.  “Lank” 
Corsentino,  Representative  Melvin 


"Kip"  Holden  and  Ralph  Lott,  contractor 
for  the  project,  who  presented  Rev.  Fish¬ 
er  with  the  "gold  shovel." 

Bishop  William  Oden  was  busy  on  epis¬ 
copal  duties  in  Shreveport  and  sent 
greetings  from  him  and  Mrs.  Oden. 

Rev.  Ken  Fisher  has  been  heard  saying 
"We  are  going  to  do  it  in  88,"  and  this  is 
the  word  around  the  old  St.  Mark  UMC 
these  days.  The  contractor  for  the  proj¬ 
ect.  Mr  Ralph  Lott  of  Beauregard  De¬ 
velopment  Group  has  predicted  170  days 
until  completion,  given  the  weather  is  fa¬ 
vorable  throughout  the  fall  and  winter 
months.  The  members  at  St  Mark  are 
keeping  their  fingers  crossed  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  pray  that  they  will  be  in  their  new 
church  by  late  spring  or  early  summer 


DIGGIN’  IN  —  Members  and  friends  of  St.  Mark  United  a  new  church.  They  hope  to  have  the  project  completed  by  the 

Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  held  groundbreak-  early  summer  of  1989. 

ing  ceremonies,  as  they  launched  into  the  project  of  building 


1989 


right.  George  Cooper,  Julia  Knighten,  Rev.  Ken  Fisher,  Dr.  Kirby  Vining  and  Rev. 
Bertrand  Griffin. 


Clergywomen  in 


United  Methodism 


There  is  probably  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  church  when  ministry  has 
changed  so  rapidly  as  the  present. 

The  Episcopal  Church  has  just  elected  its  first  woman  Bishop.  Marilyn  and 
I  recently  returned  from  a  seminar  for  all  newly  elected  bishops  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  There  we  met  Bishop  Sharon  Brown  Christopher  and  her 
clergy  spouse.  Bishop  Christopher  is  the  first  woman  Bishop  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  be  married  when  elected. 

Women  in  ministry  is  a  permanent  reality  in  our  denomination.  In  1956, 
Methodism  began  full  ordination  and  acceptance  of  women  clergy.  Since  then, 
some  of  our  most  competent  and  effective  ministers  have  been  women.  With 
five  women  having  been  elected  United  Methodist  bishops,  there  is  full 
affirmation  of  women  in  ministry  at  all  levels  of  the  church. 

In  1987,  the  United  Methodist  Church  reported  3,444  clergywomen,  about  9 
percent  of  the  denomination's  total.  But  women  comprise  24  percent  of  all 
clergy  in  the  25-29  age  bracket  (according  to  a  recent  report  in  the  CHRIS¬ 
TIAN  CENTURY).  As  around  40  percent  of  our  current  seminarians  are 
women,  that  percentage  is  certain  to  continue  to  climb. 

And  there  is  good  news  for  women  in  ministry  for  the  future.  A  recent 
survey  by  the  UMC’s  General  Council  on  Ministries  shows  that  the  acceptance 
of  women  pastors  is  growing.  More  than  70  percent  of  those  local  church 
leaders  surveyed  saw  no  difference  between  women’s  and  men’s  performance 
of  typical  pastoral  tasks. 

On  November  3,  Marilyn  and  I  will  be  hosting  the  31  women  clergy  of 
Louisiana  Methodism  for  a  get-acquainted  meeting.  We  are  eager  to  hear 
their  hopes,  dreams,  fears  and  frustrations  at  that  time.  Also,  we  want  to  let 
them  know  that  their  ministry  is  an  indispensible  part  of  the  whole  ministry  of 
the  church.  . 


New  videos  now  available 


Three  new  videos  have  been  added  to 
the  Conference  Resource  Center.  They 
may  be  reserved  by  contacting  Carolyn 
Powell  at  (504)  346-1646  or  Resource  Cen¬ 
ter.  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge.  LA. 
70802. 

"Gym  Period"  is  intended  for  older 
children  and  youth.  It  is  the  story  of  the 
lonely,  clumsy  kid  in  gym  class  who  has 
trouble  climbing  the  rope  —  the  symbol 
of  success  for  the  teacher.  It  is  a  good 
discussion  film  dealing  with  the  expecta¬ 
tions  of  others  and  how  we  need  to  view 
ourselves.  Self-esteem  and  achievement 
are  some  of  the  issues  involved. 

"Phos”  is  the  Greek  term  for  light. 
This  is  the  story  of  the  Easter  light  in  a 
Greek  village  and  the  faith  and  warmth 


it  brings  to  a  peasant  boy  named  Adonis. 
This  is  the  story  of  an  Easter  tradition  in 
Greece,  but  it  can  be  used  any  time  to 
center  on  the  experience  of  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  Jesus.  It  is  intended  for 
elementary  children  and  youth.  “Phos” 
is  in  Greek  with  English  subtitles. 

“Little  Friend"  is  the  story  of  an  11- 
year-old  boy  and  an  old  man  who  become 
friends  near  the  beginning  of  WW  II. 
Their  friendship  is  tested  as  the  man  be¬ 
comes  the  center  of  rumors  and  suspi¬ 
cions  because  of  his  Asian-American 
heritage.  It  is  a  story  of  friendship  and 
forgiveness  and  the  special  feeling  which 
comes  with  being  forgiven.  This  43-min¬ 
ute  video  could  be  enjoyed  by  children, 
youth  and  adults. 


Junior  High  Retreat  coming  soon 


"Acceptance:  Coping  in  a  Complex 
Age,”  will  be  the  theme  of  the  Junior 
High  Retreats.  The  first  retreat  will  be 
held  at  the  Caney  Conference  Centre  on 
November  5-6  and  the  second  retreat  is 
scheduled  for  November  12-13  at  Camp 
Istrouma. 

Areas  of  discussion  for  the  groups  will 
deal  with  the  issues  of  children  having 
children,  peer  pressure  and  dealing  with 
death. 


Registration  for  the  events  will  be  at 
10  a.m.  Saturday  and  the  retreats  will 
end  on  Sunday.  12:30  p.m. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $22.  A  pre-regis¬ 
tration  fee  of  $5  must  accompany  the 
registration  and  must  be  received  no  lat¬ 
er  than  the  Wednesday  prior  to  the  event. 
Please  send  your  name,  address,  phone 
number  and  the  church  you  attend  to 
Conference  Youth  Director,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70802. 


Around  the  Conference 


SHARING  TIME  —  The  Tornadoes  softball  team  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Big  Buddy 
program  was  sponsored  by  the  Sunday  Nite  Singles  of  the  First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge. 
The  team  was  honored  with  an  awards  banquet  at  the  church  where  they  enjoyed 
hot  dogs,  ice  cream  and  Cokes.  The  coaches  presented  their  awards.  The  Sunday 
Nite  Singles  donated  $250  for  the  uniforms,  equipment  and  miscellaneous  expenses. 


SPECIAL  SESSION  —  “Church  and  State:  Together  Working  for  a  Better  Louisiana” 
was  chosen  as  the  theme  of  the  Louisiana  Interchurch  Council’s  1989  annual  assembly 
slated  for  Jan.  24-25  at  the  Holidome  in  Kenner.  Pictured  are  1.  to  r..  Bishop  Bill  Oden. 
Mr.  Mike  O’Keefe,  Chairman  of  LIC  Commission  on  Criminal  Justice  and  Rev.  James 
Stovall.  Executive  Director  of  LIC. 


DISTRICT  MEETING  —  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Lake  Charles  district  United 
Methodist  Women  was  held  at  First  UMC,  DeQuincy  on  Oct.  1.  Janelle  McCammon, 
Conference  President,  pictured  left,  was  the  speaker.  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Lake 
Charles  District  Superintendent,  pictured  in  the  middle,  installed  the  newly  elected 
officers.  Mary  Lou  France,  right,  Lake  Charles  District  President,  presided. 


SMILING  FACES  —  Gonzales  UMC  had  a  very  successful  Vacation  Bible  School 
this  year.  The  theme  was  “Jesus:  Our  friend  and  teacher.”  One  of  the  activities  en¬ 
joyed  was  the  launching  of  balloons.  The  one  found  the  farthest  away  was  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks  is  the  pastor. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Reveille  United  Methodist  Church  re¬ 
cently  completed  the  paving  of  its  park¬ 
ing  lot  after  many  years  of  coping  with  a 
gravel  parking  area.  The  original  con¬ 
struction  budget  for  the  church  did  not 
permit  the  paving  of  the  parking  area. 
Through  the  efforts  of  members  and 
friends,  gravel  and  necessary  equipment 
were  secured  to  construct  the  original 
parking  lot  at  a  minimal  cost.  When  the 
building  note  was  paid  off  recently, 
funds  became  available  for  program  en¬ 
hancements  and  facility  improvements. 
The  new  parking  area  is  a  visible  symbol 
of  commitment  to  expanding  and  im¬ 
proving  outreach  to  the  community.  Rev. 
Howard  L,  Hudson  is  pastor  of  Reveille. 

Algiers  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  believes  they  have  one  of 
the  most  exciting  Sunday  Schools 
around.  Christian  Education  Sunday  was 
celebrated  in  a  memorable  way  this 
year.  Rebekah  Parks,  Sunday  School  Su¬ 
perintendent,  presented  a  beautiful 
plaque  to  Mrs.  Jeanette  Israel  for  her  40 


years  oi  teaching  in  the  pre-kindergarten 
class,  lovingly  known  as  the  “Children  of 
Israel."  Rebekah  proudly  wears  a  27- 
year  pin  of  perfect  attendance.  The  other 
teachers  were  given  a  pendant  or  lapel 
pin  with  the  lamp  of  learning  symbol. 
The  average  years  of  teaching  service 
for  the  Algiers  staff  is  over  13  years. 
Rev.  Ed  Parks  is  the  pastor. 

St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  will 
hold  a  Craft  Fair  and  Chicken  Barbecue. 
Sponsored  by  the  St.  Luke’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Women,  the  Craft  Fair  will  begin 
on  Friday,  Nov.  4.  from  noon  until  5  p.m. 
and  on  Saturday,  Nov.  5  from  9  a.m.  until 
4  p.m.  The  chicken  barbecue  will  be  Sat¬ 
urday  and  takeouts  are  available.  Pro¬ 
ceeds  will  go  to  missions  and  the  Church 
Building  Fund.  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  is  the 
pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Men  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Amite  re¬ 
cently  held  a  meatball  and  spaghetti  sup¬ 
per.  The  chef  for  the  event  was  Ronnie 


Sledge  and  the  proceeds  went  toward  the 
United  Methodist  Men's  Scholarship 
Fund  Rev.  Ken  Irby  is  the  pastor  at 
First  UMC,  Amite. 

The  folks  at  Magnolia  UMC  in  Green- 
well  Springs  held  their  Country  Time 
Bazaar  and  Barbecue  Chicken  Dinner  on 
Oct.  15  in  their  Family  Life  Center.  The 
event  offered  a  great  opportunity  for 
Christmas  shopping  and  the  barbecue 


I 

was  delicious.  All  profits  went  toward 
the  Sanctuary  Expansion  Fund.  Rev. 
Robert  Peterson  is  the  pastor. 

Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New  Orleans  is 
making  preparations  for  a  big  40th  anni¬ 
versary  celebration.  The  40th  Anniversa¬ 
ry  Committee  met  on  Sept.  8  to  plan 
details  for  the  coming  celebration  set  for 
Sunday.  Dec.  11th.  Dr.  Alan  Einsel  is  the 
pastor  at  Lake  Vista. 


Extra  Journals 
Available 

There  are  some  additional  1988  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Journals  available.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  obtaining  one  of  these 
journals  may  contact  their  district  su¬ 
perintendent.  There  is  no  cost  for  these 
books. 
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Why  must  we  publish  bad  news  ?  Was  Methodism’ s  founder  a  * communist *? 


Theologian  Karl  Barth  once  advised 
Christians  to  read  with  the  Bible  in  one 
hand  and  a  newspaper  in  the  other— ad¬ 
vice  we  heartily  endorse! 

His  premise  was  simple  yet  profound: 
God’s  Word  sheds  light  on  the  meaning  of 
current  events.  In  turn,  news  about  those 
events  gives  a  modern  context  for  grap¬ 
pling  with  the  Bible’s  abiding  relevance. 

Regrettably,  not  all  of  our  readers 
share  that  premise  as  it  applies  to  their 
church  newspaper.  That’s  particularly 
evident  when  news  reflects  negatively  on 
some  aspect  of  church  life  or  on  some 
church  leaders.  Some  readers  question 
why  the  Reporter  publishes  ‘‘such  stuff.” 

Hence,  it  was  encouraging  recently  to 
see  an  affirmation  about  the  ongoing  need 
for  balanced  reporting  of  church-  and 
faith-related  news,  both  good  and  bad. 

Speaking  at  a  recent  conference  in 
Wheaton,  Ill.,  on  “Evangelicals,  the  Mass 
Media  and  American  Culture,’’  a  journal¬ 
ism  professor  lamented  the  state  of 
much  religious  journalism. 

Dr.  Marvin  Olasky  from  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Texas  journalism  school  noted  that 
Christian  publications  generally  are  un¬ 
willing  to  report  “bad  news”  or  to  show 
human  beings  as  sinful.  Dr.  Olasky 
called  for  more,  not  fewer,  “hard-hitting 
Christian  publications.”  He  added: 

“Presentation  of  the  bad  news  in  a 
gripping  way  makes  recognition  of  the 
good  news  of  Christ  more  likely.” 

We  agree.  However,  such  an  insight  is 
anything  but  self-evident  for  countless 
Christians,  particularly  as  it  applies  to 
religious  publications. 

That’s  partly  understandable.  Most  of  us 
are  besieged  daily  via  the  secular  media 
with  the  world’s  ills  and  human  failings. 
Why  should  we  be  depressed  by  more  of 
the  same  in  our  church  newspaper? 

In  fact,  most  issues  of  the  Reporter 
carry  far  more  positive  than  negative  ar¬ 
ticles.  Over  the  course  of  a  typical  year, 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


positive  articles  far  outnumber  and  out¬ 
weigh  those  with  a  negative  focus. 

The  church,  however,  is  an  “earthen  ves¬ 
sel,”  that  is,  an  imperfect  institution  that 
reflects  both  the  divine  image  and  the  sin¬ 
ful  nature  of  the  human  beings  who  make 
up  its  membership.  It  would  grossly  distort 
that  reality  for  a  newspaper  that  purports 
to  cover  the  church  to  focus  on  the  former 
and  disregard  the  latter. 

Such  imbalance  would  not  merely  reflect 
and  reinforce  unhealthy  "head  in  the  sand” 
attitudes.  It  would  call  into  question  the 
publication’s  overall  credibility,  including 
the  truthfulness  of  its  positive  reporting. 

By  contrast,  faithful  reporting  of  the  bad 
news  with  the  good  paints  a  word  portrait 
that  rings  true  to  human  experience.  Con¬ 
sequently,  news  that  is  truly  good,  that  is, 
that  glorifies  God  and  reflects  the  divine 
presence  in  our  midst,  stands  out  all  the 
more  sharply  and  persuasively. 

As  editors  of  your  church  newspaper,  we 
are  committed  to  providing  honest  and  bal¬ 
anced  coverage  of  United  Methodism  and 
the  larger  cause  of  Christianity  worldwide. 

As  Christians,  we  are  as  pained  as  many 
of  you  when  that  means  reporting  news 
that  reflects  negatively  on  our  church  or 
the  faith  it  proclaims.  We  take  special  sat¬ 
isfaction  in  regular  efforts  to  report  news 
that  reflects  positively  on  the  church  such 
as  our  ongoing  "Church  Aflame”  series  on 
vital  local  congregations. 

You  have  a  right  above  all  to  expect 
that  the  information  we  print  is  a  credible 
reflection  of  current  reality  and  not  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  good  news/bad  news  formula. 

We  encourage  you  to  follow  Karl 
Barth’s  advice  and  regularly  read  your 
Bible  alongside  the  newspaper,  including 
this  one— even  when  the  news  is  "bad.” 

We  know  of  no  better  way  to  confirm  the 
ancient  hymn's  witness  that,  “though  this 
world,  with  devils  filled,  should  threaten  to 
undo  us,  we  will  not  fear,  for  God  hath 
willed  His  truth  to  triumph  through  us.” 


By  THEODORE  W.  JENNINGS,  JR. 

Some  of  the  letters  to  the  editor  that  I 
have  seen  in  various  Methodist  publica¬ 
tions,  including  this  one,  have  raised  the 
question  about  the  left-wing  tilt  of  some 
of  our  church’s  policies  and  the  “pinko" 
cast  of  some  of  our  boards  and  agencies. 

It  all  takes  me  back  to  the  days  of  my 
youth  when  the  McCarthy  hearings  were 
the  big  hit  on  the  radio.  Then  too  the 
question  was  raised  whether  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  or  at  least  some  of  its  groups 
were  not  at  least  fellow  travelers  of  the 
Communist  party. 

I  can  remember  the  parsonage  phone 
ringing  off  the  hook  as  worried  members 
of  the  congregation  called  to  see  if  they 
had  inadvertently  joined  a  communist 
front  organization. 

Given  the  resurgence  of  this  sort  of 
talk,  I  thought  it  interesting  to  ask 
whether  Methodism  is  inherently  predis¬ 
posed  to  this  charge  owing  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  its  founder. 

Was  John  Wesley  a  communist? 

Wesley  wasn’t  an  American 

Often  this  question  means  no  more 
than  this:  Is  the  person  a  patriotic  Amer¬ 
ican?  Not  only  was  Wesley  not  an  Ameri¬ 
can,  he  was  adamantly  opposed  to  the 
American  revolution. 

Somehow  he  wasn’t  impressed  by  the 
alleged  “love  of  liberty”  espoused  by 
Southern  slave  holders,  nor  did  he  think 
protests  against  injustice  on  the  part  of 
New  York  merchant  princes  or  the  oppo¬ 
sition  to  taxes  on  the  part  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  businessmen  was  something  to  be 
accepted  at  face  value. 

Talk  of  “democracy”  that  restricted 
the  vote  to  prosperous  white  males  he 
thought  was  pure  humbug.  So  on  that 
score  things  don’t  look  too  good  for  our 
beloved  founder. 

I’m  afraid  there  is  even  worse  news. 


Wesley  didn’t  believe  in  the  sanctity  of 
private  property  either.  In  fact  he  held 
that,  properly  speaking,  there  is  and  can 
be  no  such  thing  as 
private  property.  The 
earth  and  all  that  is 
in  it  belongs  to  God. 

Wesley  didn’t  think 
this  was  a  pious  slo¬ 
gan  to  be  repeated 
while  leaving  every- 1 
thing  as  it  was  be¬ 
fore.  He  imagined  Theodore  Jennings 
that  it  should  be  taken  seriously,  literally. 

When  the  prosperous  bridled  at  his  sug¬ 
gestion  that  their  consumerism  was  an  of¬ 
fense  against  God,  they  exclaimed,  "I  may 
do  what  I  please  with  my  own  property!” 
To  this  Wesley  responded:  “Here  lies  the 
ground  of  your  mistake.  It  is  not  your  own. 
It  cannot  be  unless  you  are  the  Lord  of 
heaven  and  earth.  (“Danger  of  Increas¬ 
ing  Riches"  Works  vol.  VII,  p.  362). 

Well  if  we’re  not  owners  then  what  are 
we?  Stewards;  said  Wesley.  Well,  that’s 
not  so  bad  is  it?  We  all  know  what  that 
means.  It  means  we  should  give  some¬ 
thing  to  the  church  to  underwrite  its  bud¬ 
get,  right?  It  means  that  we  should  be 
generous  when  it’s  time  to  build  a  new 
sanctuary.  Right?  Wrong. 

To  say  someone  is  a  steward  is  to  say 
that  someone  is  not  an  owner.  We  often 
think  of  what  we  have,  homes,  salaries, 
etc.  as  somehow  earned  as  a  reward  for 
our  industry,  our  piety,  our  diligence. 

When  we  think  that  way  then  we  imag¬ 
ine  that  stewardship  means  a  kind  of  ec¬ 
clesiastical  withholding  tax. 

Or  we  may  think  of  what  we  have  as  a 
gift  from  God.  God  has  been  very  gener¬ 
ous  to  us.  And  so  we  ought  to  be  grateful. 
And  so  we  express  our  gratitude  with  a 
symbolic  thanksgiving  offering. 

But  for  Wesley  our  worldly  goods  are 
neither  a  kind  of  divine  wage  nor  a  kind 


Good  intentions  don’t  lessen  accountability 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  and  appreciation 
for  the  Sept.  30  editorial  headlined, 
‘‘Board  should  admit  that  ‘someone 
goofed.’  ”  The  editorial  was,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion.  very  fair  and  Christian. 

Two  of  your  statements  are  almost 
prophetic: 

•“As  Christians,  we  often  are  tempt¬ 
ed,  out  of  a  well-meaning  desire  to  be 
generous  and  compassionate,  to  avoid 
posing  such  hard-nosed  questions.” 

•“It  is  neither  compassionate  nor  re¬ 
sponsible  for  individual  Christians  or 
church  agencies  to  spend  beyond  their 
means.  To  do  so  is  to  steal  from  the  fu¬ 
ture  by  reducing  our  long-term  capacity 
to  reach  out  in  ministry  to  others.” 

We  in  the  Christian  community  contin¬ 
ually  raise  the  cry  of  accountability  and 
responsibility  concerning  society’s  insti¬ 
tutions,  including  pointing  out  their  fail¬ 
ings— so  much  so  that  I  feel  at  times  we 
neglect  our  own  domain. 

And  we  are  the  agency  that,  at  least  in 
theory,  serves  as  conscience  for  the  rest. 
Whether  we  act  from  good  intentions  or 
not  does  not  lessen  the  accountability  we 
have  for  our  actions.  If  we  do  otherwise 
how  are  we  different  “from  the  scribes 
and  the  Pharisees?” 

In  order  that  our  ministers  may  func¬ 
tion  effectively  in  the  local  parish  we 
must  know  for  sure  that  the  structure  of 
our  church  is  sound. 

I  cannot  imagine  Amos  proclaiming 
“Jeroboam  shall  die  by  the  sword”  with 
fear  that  those  to  whom  he  spoke  would 
have  reason  to  attack  his  credibility  be¬ 
cause  those  whom  he,  represented  were 
less  than  free  of  guilt.  Amos  spoke  from 
a  position  of  strength  as  did  the  other 
prophets  both  before  and  after. 


Pontius'  Puddle 


HO V)  CA,N  &Ot>  EXPECT  ME  TO 
FOLLOW  THESE  INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR  THE  WAV  TO  TREAT 
THE  POOR  AMD  OPPRESSED  ? 
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I  detect  a  strong  note  of  compassion 
and  forgiveness  in  your  editorial  and  this 
must  be  so.  Thank  you. 

Clarence  McCall  Jr. 
Madisonville,  Tennessee 

‘Tjogtjog’  was  excellent! 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  "tjogtjog"  article  by  Cynthia 
Astle  was  excellent  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30). 

Her  message  was  fun  to  read  but  more 
than  that  Ms.  Astle  has  called  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  need  to  see  beyond  our  own 
boundaries. 

To  accept  her  statement,  that  “lan¬ 
guage  actually  molds  the  way  people 
think  and  perceive,”  calls  us  to  take 
more  seriously  what  it  means  for  those 
of  us  in  English-speaking  countries  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  to  witness  the  Christian  faith 
with  persons  throughout  the  world. 

Wilfred  Bailey 
Dallas,  Texas 

Error  noted,  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

A  typographical  error  (mine,  appar¬ 
ently)  crept  into  my  article  headlined, 
"Soviet  Baptist  tells  of  newly  won  reli¬ 
gious  freedom,"  printed  in  the  Sept.  16  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter. 

Mr.  Sokolov  said  there  were  some  19 
million  Communist  Party  members  in 


the  Soviet  Union,  not  1.9  million,  as  the 
article  quoted  him  as  saying.  (Thus  party 
members  comprise  between  6  and  7  per¬ 
cent  of  the  280  million  population). 

Sorry  for  the  error. 

Willmar  L.  Thorkelson 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Women  do  better  than  men 

To  the  Editor: 

In  Houston  four  of  the  top  positions  in 
the  city  are  held  by  women  who  are  all 
doing  an  outstanding  job. 

I  think  in  the  church  as  well  as  in  secu¬ 
lar  society,  women  do  much  better  than 
men.  I  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  the 
church  to  make  senior  pastors,  district 
superintendents  and  bishops  out  of  all  our 
women  pastors.  Then  we  would  gain  in  in¬ 
fluence,  membership  and  stewardship. 

At  the  turn  of  the  century  when  the 
church,  which  had  been  moving  with  the 
frontier  fell  back  on  itself  and  became  sta¬ 
bilized,  the  men  preachers  told  members 
of  the  church  to  do  good  but  didn’t  provide 
any  structures  for  them  to  do  good. 

Men  went  out  and  organized  the  ser¬ 
vice  clubs  but  not  in  the  name  of  the 
church.  The  women  who  were  tied  down 
at  home  with  too  many  children  and  who 
had  no  opportunity  in  the  secular  work¬ 
place,  stayed  home  and  organized  the 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Leaving  home  can  he  painful 
part  of  one’s  Christian  witness 


Two  of  our  best  friends  in  Florida 
called  late  one  recent  night.  I  was  unpre- 
pared  for  the  realiza¬ 
tion  of  how  much  I 
miss  them. 

Susie  and  Peter 
are  among  our  "old¬ 
est  and  dearest.” 

You  probably  have 
friends  much  like 
them. 

We  were  in  each  Cynthia  Astle 
others’  weddings.  We  had  babies  the 
same  year.  We’ve  shared  Christmas, 
birthdays,  christenings,  funerals. 

We’ve  talked  politics,  religion,  philoso¬ 
phy,  music,  art,  housework  and  home 
mortgages.  We’ve  been  back-to-back 
against  the  world  for  each  other. 

Now,  because  my  husband  John  and  I 
chose  to  accept  my  position  at  the  Re¬ 
porter  and  the  move  it  entailed,  our  lives 
have  diverged  from  those  of  our  friends. 
The  separation  is  more  painful  than  I 
had  expected. 

Our  readers  don’t  always  realize  it, 
but  “leaving  home"  is  the  norm  for  the 
national  writing  staff  of  the  Reporter. 

The  standards  of  this  newspaper  are 
such  that  it  chooses  from  among  the 
most  skilled,  most  committed  Christian 
journalists  it  can  find  to  interpret  to¬ 
day’s  religious  news  to  its  readers. 


We  come  to  the  Reporter  from  all 
across  the  United  States  as  journalists. 
But  even  more  we  come  as  Christians, 
answering  a  call  to  the  ministry  of  com¬ 
munication. 

When  we  answer  that  call,  we  accept 
the  challenge  and  the  sacrifice  that  go 
with  it. 

Our  ministry  takes  us  to  many  places. 
We  meet  many  people.  Most  of  them  are 
devout  Christians,  trying  their  best  to 
live  their  faith. 

Their  example  bolsters  us,  as  does  the 
constant  support  of  the  faith  community 
that  we  provide  for  each  other  here  at 
the  Reporter. 

Yet  we  all  have  times  when  we  long 
for  our  beginnings,  to  be  with  people 
with  whom  we  share  our  history,  good 
and  bad,  and  who  love  us  anyway,  unre¬ 
servedly. 

For  some  of  us  at  the  Reporter,  being 
far  away  from  people  we  love  is  a  sacri¬ 
fice  we  accept  as  part  our  ministry.  I 
celebrate  the  ability  and  willingness  to 
make  such  commitments. 

Every  time  any  of  us  chooses  to  re¬ 
spond  to  God’s  call  we  reaffirm  the 
scriptural  witness  that,  “whether  at 
home  or  away,  we  make  it  our  aim  to 
please  Him”  (2  Corinthians  5:9). 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


of  divine  gift.  For  in  either  of  these  cases 
what  is  earned  or  received  becomes  my 
property  to  do  with  as  I  like,  whether 
badly  or  well.  But  with  stewards  the 
matter  is  quite  different. 

A  different  matter  for  stewards 

What  is  a  steward?  A  couple  of  exam¬ 
ples.  When  you  give  money  to  a  stockbro¬ 
ker  to  invest  you  give  certain 
instructions:  part  in  stocks  of  this  type, 
part  in  bonds  of  that  type,  etc. 

Or  when  you  make  a  will  you  tell  the 
lawyer:  give  so  much  to  cousin  Harriet 
and  something  to  the  Humane  Society 
and  so  on.  The  stockbroker  or  the  lawyer 
are  stewards.  They  have  your  money. 
But  it's  still  your  money.  It’s  not  theirs  to 
do  with  as  they  like. 

They’re  supposed  to  do  as  you  instruct. 
If  they  begin  to  treat  it  as  their  own 
money,  use  it  to  line  their  own  pockets, 
then  they  are  guilty  of  embezzlement, 
they  are  thieves. 

Now  that  is  what  Wesley  was  getting 
at  in  talking  about  possessions.  It  all  be¬ 
longs  to  God.  It  isn’t  a  wage  I’ve  earned 
or  something  I’ve  been  given.  It  still  be¬ 
longs  to  God.  And  it  is  to  be  used  only  in 
accordance  with  God’s  instructions.  And 
if  I  treat  it  as  my  own  then  I’m  a  thief. 
But  what  are  the  instructions  of  the  le¬ 
gitimate  owner?  What  does  God  require? 

“Do  you  know  that  God  entrusted  you 
with  that  money  (all  above  what  buys 
necessaries  for  your  family)  to  feed  the 
hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  help  the 
stranger,  the  widow,  the  fatherless:  and 
indeed,  as  far  as  it  will  go,  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  all  mankind?”  (ibid) 

So  the  instructions  of  the  true  owner 
are  not  that  we  should  spend  it  or  invest 
it,  or  even  give  it  to  the  church.  What  we 
have  is  intended  for  the  poor.  And  when 
we  ignore  this  instruction  we  are  embez¬ 
zling  God’s  property.  Now  we  don’t  take 
that  very  seriously.  But  Wesley  did. 

“Every  shilling  which  you  needlessly 
spend  on  your  own  apparel  is,  in  effect, 
stolen  from  God  and  the  poor  . . .  When 
you  are  laying  out  that  money  in  costly 
apparel  which  you  could  have  otherwise 
spared  for  the  poor,  you  thereby  deprive 
them  of  what  God,  the  proprietor  of  all, 
had  lodged  in  your  hands  for  their  use.  If 
so  what  you  put  on  yourself,  you  are,  in 
effect  tearing  from  the  back  of  the  na¬ 
ked;  as  the  costly  and  delicate  food 
which  you  eat,  you  are  snatching  from 
the  mouth  of  the  hungry”  (“On  Dress” 
Works,  vol.  VII,  p.  28). 

Indeed  he  goes  so  far  as  to  say:  “Ev¬ 
erything  about  thee  which  cost  more 
than  Christian  duty  required  thee  to  lay 
out  is  the  blood  of  the  poor”  (ibid). 

Private  property  is  robbery 

What  we  call  private  property  Wesley 
calls  robbery.  Robbery  of  God  and  the 
poor.  If  my  car  is  more  luxurious  than 


simple  transportation  requires  then  it  is 
stolen  from  the  poor.  If  my  house  is 
more  comfortable  than  shelter  from  the 
storm  requires  then  it  is  stolen  from  God 
and  the  poor. 

Now  you  begin  to  see  how  the  question 
of  whether  Wesley  was  a  communist  can 
arise.  When  left-wing  students  in  third 
world  countries  attack  corporate  profits 
and  private  luxury  as  theft  from  the 
poor,  or  even  as  the  “blood  of  the  poor,” 
they’re  singing  Wesley’s  song. 

There  is  more.  Communism  doesn’t  just 
mean  the  denial  of  the  principle  of  private 
property.  It  also  means  asserting  that 
these  goods  properly  belong  to  the  com¬ 
munity  or  are  to  be  regarded  as  common 
to  all.  And  that  is  what  Wesley  thought  too. 

Wesley  was  big  on  the  Spirit 

We  also  know  that  Wesley  was  big  on 
the  Spirit.  That  is  why  we  have  a  flame 
on  our  emblem.  So  Wesley  naturally  took 
the  story  of  Pentecost  seriously.  And 
what  did  he  find  when  he  read  the  story? 

“And  all  who  believed  were  together  and 
had  all  things  in  common;  and  they  sold 
their  possessions  and  goods  and  distributed 
them  as  any  had  need”  (Acts  2:44^15). 

And  the  description  is  repeated  the 
next  time  the  church  is  described  as 
filled  with  the  Spirit: 

"And  no  one  said  that  any  of  the  things 
which  he  possess  was  his  own,  but  they 
had  all  things  in  common  . . .  and  distri¬ 
bution  was  made  to  each  as  any  had 
need"  (Acts  4:32,  35). 

Now  that  is  “Pentecostal  commu¬ 
nism."  Nothing  is  my  own.  It  is  held  in 
common.  It  is  to  be  distributed  to  those 
who  need.  From  each  according  to  abili¬ 
ty,  to  each  according  to  need.  And  Wes¬ 
ley  maintained  that:  “In  all  ages  and 
nations,  the  same  cause,  the  same  degree 
of  grace,  could  not  but,  in  like  circum¬ 
stances,  produce  the  same  effect”  (Notes 
on  the  New  Testament). 

Now  you  decide.  Was  Wesley  a  com¬ 
munist,  or  what? 

Of  course  Wesley  wasn’t  a  Marxist. 
Marxism  hadn’t  been  conceived  yet.  For 
that  matter  neither  had  Marx.  But  a  half 
century  later  the  young  philosopher 
named  Marx  came  to  England  to  study 
the  economic  reality  of  the  Industrial 
Revolution.  It  was  an  economic  reality 
that  hadn’t  been  influenced  by  Wesley. 

The  Methodists  had  long  since  buried 
not  only  Wesley  but  all  his  teaching  about 
property  and  the  poor  and  Pentecostal 
communism.  It  might  have  been  different. 

What  if  Methodists  had  practiced  what 
John  Wesley  preached?  What  if  they  had 
demonstrated  that  Christian  faith  trans¬ 
forms  economic  reality?  Karl  Marx 
might  have  become  a  Methodist. 

The  Rev.  Theodore  W.  Jennings,  Jr.  is 
a  member  of  the  Florida  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence  and  lives  in  Bakersfield,  California. 


missionary  societies,  which  educate!! 
churches  and  saved  the  Methodist 
Church.  Women  have  saved  the  church. 

But  now,  because  of  economics,  women 
must  go  into  the  workplace,  and  non-cler¬ 
gy  women  will  not  be  able  to  continue 
what  they  have  been  doing.  We  are  going 
to  have  to  depend  upon  the  paid,  profes¬ 
sional  women  clergy  to  save  the  church. 

The  Commission  to  Study  the  Ministry 
(and  God  only  knows  how  many  there 
have  been)  will  not  improve  anything  un¬ 
less  it  fully  recognizes  the  potential  of 
women  clergy. 

Woodrow  Seals 
Houston,  Texas 

He’s  not  in  the  real  world 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  response  to  Rich  Hal- 
perin’s  “Here  I  Stand”  article  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  23). 

Mr.  Halperin  is  not  living  in  the  real 
world.  The  world  is  not  black  and  white. 
There  are  a  lot  of  gray  areas  in  this 
world. 

We  owe  the  military  a  great  debt.  If 
Mr.  Halperin  does  not  think  so,  he  needs 
to  go  to  Arlington  Cemetery  in  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.,  and  see  all  the  Americans  who 
protected  his  freedoms. 

Mr.  Halperin  did  not  mention  that  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Defense  is  now  de¬ 
stroying  a  class  of  nuclear  weapons. 

His  column  was  headlined,  “Here  I 
Stand.”  In  my  view,  he  is  standing  on  ig¬ 
norance  and  paranoia. 

R.  Joe  Brockington 
Lancaster,  Texas 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
hook,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“O  Lord,  my  heart  is  not  lifted  up, 
my  eyes  are  not  raised  too  high;  I  do 
not  occupy  myself  with  things  too 
great  and  too  marvelous  for  me.  But 
I  have  calmed  and  quieted  my  soul, 
like  a  child  quieted  at  its  mother’s 
breast;  like  a  child  that  is  quieted  is 
my  soul.”  (RSV) 

I Submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer,  Rosedale,  Va.) 
Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  6:27-28) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  23 
Monday:  Psalm  126 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  31:1-6 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  31:7-9 
Thursday:  Hebrews  5:1-6 
Friday:  Hebrews  5:7-14 
Saturday:  Mark  10:46-52 
Sunday:  Mark  11:15-19 


My  Witness 

God’s  gift  of  a  child:  ‘You  have 
no  idea  what  impact  it  had  on  me’ 


By  JAN  LICHTENW ALTER 
The  young  man  smiled  and  talked  to 
the  baby,  obviously  comfortable  with 
very  young  children.  — 

He  has  four  nieces  I 
and  nephews,  he  said, 
as  the  baby  laughed 
and  grasped  for  his  | 
outstretched  finger.  I 
though  how  beautiful 
a  sight  it  was,  the  tiny  I 
fair  fingers  squeezing  ! 
the  long  finger  of  the  Jan  Lichtenwalter 
man’s  ebony-skinned  hand. 

He  reached  out  his  hands,  and  I  handed 
the  baby  to  him.  The  tiny  boy  grabbed  his 
beard  in  curious  exploration  and  looked  in¬ 
tently  into  the  face  of  his  new  friend. 

In  that  moment  of  handing  over  my  in¬ 
fant  son,  my  pulse  raced  in  fear.  Suddenly 
I  was  face  to  face  with  the  terror  of  AIDS, 
as  the  young  man  with  AIDS,  who  will 
never  see  his  own  children,  held  my  child. 

Like  Abraham  and  Sarah,  my  husband 
and  I  have  laughed  with  joy  for  the  unex¬ 
pected  miracle  of  this  son  so  far  along  our 
life  journeys.  We  experienced  his  birth,  as 
all  parents  do,  as  if  he  were  the  first  child 
ever  born!  We  have  re-ordered  our  lives  to 
make  room  for  him  in  our  family. 

We  have  walked  him  to  sleep  in  the 
middle  of  the  night,  watched  in  the  si¬ 
lence  of  early  morning  for  signs  of  his 
breathing  in  his  cradle.  We  have  delight¬ 
ed  in  each  new  accomplishment,  planned 
for  his  future,  pampered  and  protected 
him  in  every  way  we  can.  Then,  in  one 
split  second,  I  handed  him  over  .... 

We  had  no  qualms  whatever  about 
joining  the  persons  with  AIDS  at  the  re¬ 
treat,  helping  to  prepare  one  of  their 
meals,  and  giving  custodial  assistance  as 
the  retreat  came  to  a  close. 

We  knew  the  facts:  AIDS  can  only  be 
transmitted  in  specific  settings,  primari¬ 
ly  from  one  sexual  partner  to  another, 
and  among  drug  users  sharing  needles. 
Our  faith  called  us  to  respond  and  to  sup¬ 
port  the  efforts  of  others  who  made  the 


"Quality  of  Life”  retreat  possible. 

But  what  about  the  child? 

We  did  not  discuss  it  beforehand,  al¬ 
though  later  we  discovered  each  of  us 
had  had  misgivings  about  taking  our  son 
with  us.  What  about  the  one-in-a-million 
chance  that  he  would  be  exposed? 

On  our  way  home,  we  talked  about  the 
power  and  poignancy  of  the  experience. 
We  realized  it  would  be  only  the  first 
time  that  we  would  bring  our  child  along 
with  us  in  moments  when  we  needed  to 
put  our  own  convictions  on  the  line. 

His  dad  reminded  me  that  we  put  the 
baby  at  eminently  greater  risk  each  time 
we  strap  him  into  his  car  seat  and  take 
him  on  the  road.  We  realized  that  each  of 
those  young  men  facing  their  own  un¬ 
timely  death  have  mothers  and  fathers 
who  rejoiced  at  their  births,  and  will  too 
soon  grieve  over  their  graves. 

Before  the  participants  went  their  sep¬ 
arate  ways,  I  asked  them  to  tell  me  if 
there  were  messages  they  wanted  to  give 
to  the  members  of  our  churches. 

They  wanted  you  to  know,  that  in  the 
face  of  rejection  by  many  others,  they 
thank  you  for  reaching  out  to  them  to 
make  their  time  together  possible.  They 
wanted  you  to  know  that,  having  lost 
jobs,  on  severely  limited  incomes,  they 
could  not  have  attended  without  the  fi¬ 
nancial  help  that  you  gave. 

And  one  young  man,  bearing  already  the 
ravaging  marks  of  the  incurable  disease, 
took  me  aside,  and  said  of  the  tiny  smiling 
boy,  "You  have  no  idea  what  an  impact  it 
had  on  me,  when  we  have  been  ignored  by 
our  families  and  friends,  that  your  four- 
month  old  baby  was  here  with  us  today.” 

Through  the  trust  and  innocence  of  a 
child,  God  brings  us  together  and  con¬ 
quers  our  fears. 

Jan  Lichtenwalter  is  a  member  of  Hiss 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore, 
Md.  (Baltimore  Conference)  and  is  editor 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter  in  which  this  article  first 
appeared  (reprinted  with  permission). 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news.”  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


OCTOBER  21,  1988 


- — THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER  PAGE  3 

Regional  UM  schools  of  evangelism:  ‘unstoppable’ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist  Regional 
Schools  of  Evangelism,  started  about  two  years 
ago  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  are 
making  a  difference  in  the  way  local  churches 
"offer  Christ." 

That  was  the  report  of  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox, 
assistant  general  secretary  of  Discipleship’s  sec¬ 
tion  on  evangelism,  to  the  board’s  directors 
gathered  Oct.  4-7  to  organize  for  the  1989-92  qua- 
drennium. 

"  Offering  Christ  Today”  schools— 15  of  which 
have  been  held— are  proving  so  effective  that 
they  are  booked  through  1989  and  into  1990,  said 
Dr.  Fox. 

"We  planned  it  for  just  one  quadrennium,  but 
we  haven't  been  able  to  stop,"  he  told  Disciple¬ 
ship  directors. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Jack  Tuell  (Los  An¬ 
geles  Area)  affirmed  Mr.  Fox’s  evaluation. 

"  I  believe  the  school  of  evangelism  we  held  at 
Anaheim  [Calif.]  was  the  most  significant  thing 
we've  done  since  I've  been  bishop,"  Bishop  Tuell 


“I  believe  the  school  of 
evangelism  we  held  was  the 
most  significant  thing  we’ve 
done  since  I’ve  been 
bishop.” 

— Bishop  Jack  Tuell 

told  the  Reporter. 

Anaheim  was  the  site  of  the  biggest  school 
thus  far,  Mr.  Fox  said.  But  the  most  recent 
school,  held  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.  for  the  North 
Arkansas  and  Little  Rock  annual  conferences, 
was  the  second  biggest,  enlisting  500  partici¬ 
pants. 

Terry  Gibson,  a  Discipleship  director  from  the 
North  Arkansas  Annual  Conference,  said  the 
evangelism  school  “changed  my  thinking  about 
witnessing.  It  certainly  wasn’t  a  dull  weekend." 

The  "  grassroots  approach”  of  “Offering  Christ 
Today"  focuses  on  several  factors,  according  to 


the  report  to  the  Discipleship  board.  Among 
them  are: 

•  Exploring  the  "why"  of  offering  Christ. 

•  Focusing  on  the  context  for  evangelizing. 

•  Enabling  faith  sharing. 

•Emphasizing  the  call  to  offer  Christ  in 
preaching. 

•Looking  at  ways  to  organize  the  congrega¬ 
tion  for  making  disciples. 

•  Exploring  models  of  outreach  ministries. 

Dr.  Fox  said  it  takes  an  annual  conference 

about  18  months  to  prepare  for  a  school  of  evan¬ 
gelism.  Each  school  costs  an  average  of  $4,200. 
Basic  individual  tuition  is  about  $60  for  materi¬ 
als.  but  can  range  up  to  $200  when  meals  and 
lodging  are  included,  depending  upon  the  loca¬ 
tion. 

The  schools  of  evangelism  are  funded  in  part 
by  annual  grants  of  $25,000  from  the  Foundation 
for  Evangelism,  a  United  Methodist  organiza¬ 
tion  based  in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.  that  raises 
funds  for  evangelizing.  The  organization  is  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  Board  of  Discipleship. 


Schools  planned  include: 

Cherry  Hill,  N.J.,  Oct.  27-29;  Memphis,  Term., 
Feb.  15-18.  1989;  Dallas.  March  29-April  1,  1989; 
Illinois  Area.  April  17-20.  1989;  West  Ohio.  May 
3-6.  1989:  Breckenridge,  Colo.,  Sept.  13-16,  1989; 
Fort  Walton  Beach,  Fla.,  Oct.  9-12,  1989;  San  An¬ 
tonio.  Nov.  1-4,  1989;  North  Georgia,  Nov.  15-18, 
1989;  and  in  1990,  Louisville  Conference,  April 
18-21;  Western  New  York  Conference,  May  2-5; 
and  Vermont's  Troy  Conference,  Oct.  24-27. 

Among  other  achievements  reported  to  the  di¬ 
rectors: 

•A  joint  program  by  Discipleship,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  and 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  will 
bring  together  21  persons,  clergy  and  lay,  to  be 
trained  in  July  1989  so  that  they  can  start 
churches  among  poor  and  marginalized  people, 
said  the  Rev.  Jim  Cowell. 

•  The  Lay  Witness  Mission,  a  25-year-old  pro¬ 
gram  in  which  United  Methodist  laypeople  visit 
other  congregations  at  their  own  expense  for  a 
weekend  of  faith-sharing,  continues  to  flourish  in 


local  churches,  according  to  Dr  Shirley  Clement. 

•257  consultants  in  37  annual  conferences 
have  been  trained  in  the  "  Growth  Plus"  program 
of  mission,  ministry  and  education,  said  the  Rev. 
Joe  Harding. 

•The  Academy  of  Preaching,  which  will 
teach  "preaching  for  response"  according  to  its 
director,  the  Rev.  David  Kerr,  drew  148  partici¬ 
pants  from  53  annual  conferences  during  its  in¬ 
augural  session  in  August  (see  UMR,  Sept.  9). 

•A  new  video.  "Faith-Sharing,”  and  its  ac¬ 
companying  instruction  kit  will  be  available  to 
local  congregations  in  February,  said  Dr.  Fox. 

•  A  discipleship  convocation,  sponsored  by  the 
board  and  the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bish¬ 
ops.  will  be  held  in  Fall  1990.  The  event  is 
planned  to  exemplify  the  bishops’  four-year 
membership  initiative  titled  "Vital  Congrega¬ 
tions— Faithful  Disciples." 

"We  are  convinced  that  if  we  can  increase  the 
number  of  persons  who  share  their  faith,  that  is 
the  most  significant  thing  we  can  do  in  our 
church."  said  Dr.  Fox 


Financial  problems  get  top  agenda  spot 


From  Staff  and  Wire  Reports 

NEW  YORK— Newly  elected  directors 
of  United  Methodism’s  missions  agency 
were  expected  to  give  their  full  attention 
to  financial  problems  when  they  meet  in 
New  York  this  week. 

The  178-member  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  United  Methodism's 
largest  program  agency,  is  in  session 
Oct.  17-21. 

'The  board  will  be  giving  prime  time 
to  the  1987  report  of  the  treasurers,  espe¬ 
cially  the  section  on  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion,"  said  Lula  Garrett,  acting  chief 
executive  of  the  National  Division. 

The  concern  with  closer  examination 
of  financial  reports  comes  after  an¬ 
nouncement  in  August  of  a  $2  million 
deficit  in  the  mission  board’s  National 
Program  Division.  Directors  cut  11  exec¬ 
utive  positions  and  six  clerical  jobs  as 
part  of  the  effort  to  make  up  the  deficit 
(see  UMR,  Aug.  26). 

Another  item  on  the  National  Division 
agenda  will  be  the  election  of  the  Rev.  Bri¬ 
an  A.  Fetterman  as  new  chief  executive. 

Dr.  Fetterman  was  pastor  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tyrone,  Pa., 
at  the  time  of  his  nomination.  He  now  is 
in  New  York,  working  as  a  consultant  to 


the  National  Division. 

Ms.  Garrett  said  she  doesn’t  believe 
the  forced  staff  restructuring  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  has  hurt  the  programs. 
Instead,  she  said,  the  staff  reductions 
have  caused  staff  members  to  be  "more 
clearly  focused." 

She  added  that  areas  unaffected  by 
current  budget  cuts  should  be  reap¬ 
praised  “in  light  of  what  seems  to  be  a 
trend  around  shrinking  resources.” 

Program  areas  involved  in  the  August 
staff  reduction  are: 

•  Young  adult  leadership  develop¬ 
ment,  which  includes  mission  intern, 
summer  intern  and  US-2  (two-year  na¬ 
tional  missionaries)  programs. 

Lee  Coppernoll,  the  former  director, 
was  dismissed  in  the  staff  cuts.  The  pro¬ 
gram  now  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Walton,  who  is  in  charge 
of  United  Methodist  Voluntary  Services. 

•Mission  personnel  support  services, 
formerly  handled  by  deaconess  Betty 
Letzig,  is  to  be  divided  among  a  number 
of  people,  Ms.  Garrett  said. 

The  Rev.  Elaine  B.  Barnes,  executive 
secretary  of  church  and  community  min¬ 
istry.  is  to  serve  as  the  key  liaison. 


Ms.  Letzig  negotiated  severance  pay 
with  the  agency,  Ms.  Garrett  added. 

•Deaconess  and  home  missionary  ser¬ 
vices.  Longtime  director  Christine  Brew¬ 
er  was  terminated  in  the  staff  cuts.  Betty 
Swarthout.  a  program  secretary  in  the 
mission  personnel  department,  is  work¬ 
ing  part-time  in  that  area. 

Ms.  Garrett  said  a  full-time  person  to 
supervise  the  Office  of  Deaconess  Ser¬ 
vice  is  a  top  priority  "when  our  financial 
situation  improves.” 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  Ms.  Swarth¬ 
out  is  a  deaconess.  That  status  fulfills  the 
requirement  in  church  law  that  a  dea¬ 
coness  head  the  Deaconess  Service  staff. 

•  Mission  interpretation.  Deaconess 
Lucy  Gist  is  continuing  in  that  program 
until  her  retirement,  said  Ms.  Garrett. 

•  Administrative  services.  Jane  Brice- 
Briddell  was  offered  a  new  position,  at  a 
lower  level,  in  this  area,  according  to 
Ms.  Garrett. 

•Missional  priorities.  The  Rev.  Eli  S. 
Rivera,  former  director,  now  is  in 
charge  of  missions  and  missionary  con¬ 
ferences. 

He  is  to  oversee  the  incorporation  of 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Local  Church  mis¬ 


sional  priority  into  Global  Ministries' 
general  programs.  The  missional  priori¬ 
ty  ends  this  year. 

Ms.  Garrett  said  the  board  would  con¬ 
tinue  to  make  ethnic-minority  local 
church  grants  for  the  next  four  years. 
Mr.  Rivera  is  to  administer  that  process. 

•  Black  ministries.  The  Rev.  W 
Thomas  Robinson,  former  program  sec¬ 
retary.  has  been  transferred  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Education  and  Cultivation  Program 
Department.  Ms.  Garrett  said  work  on 
black  ministry  would  be  incorporated 
throughout  the  division. 

"Our  whole  new  program  on  Mission 
2000  will  focus  on  ethnic  local  churches, 
and  certainly  black  ministry  is  a  part  of 
that."  she  added. 

•Women  in  crisis.  Peggy  Halsey,  the 
former  executive  secretary  of  that  pro¬ 
gram.  is  to  combine  the  crisis  program 
with  one  focusing  on  ministry  to  women 
and  families. 

•Loan  services.  Elaine  Kalmar,  who 
was  coordinator  of  the  program,  now  is 
working  in  the  Global  Ministries  board’s 
insurance  and  legal  department.  Ms. 
Garrett  said  the  loan  coordinator’s  posi¬ 
tion  would  remain  vacant. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Randolph  Nugent  (standing)  explains  the  Nation¬ 
al  Division  deficit  during  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’  organiz¬ 
ing  meeting  in  September.  Looking  on  is  Bishop  F.  Herbert  Skeete  (Boston 
Area),  president  of  the  National  Division. 

•  New  church  development  and  insti-  secretary  will  remain  vacant, 
tutional  ministries.  The  positions  of  ex-  staff  writer  Denise  Johnson  Stovall 
ecutive  secretary  and  program  contributed  to  this  article. 


Troubled 
school  sale 
expected 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE-The  United  Method¬ 
ist  higher  education  agency  has 
reached  an  agreement  in  principle  to 
sell  its  share  of  the  former  Morris¬ 
town  College  campus  in  eastern  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

The  executive  committee  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry  approved  a  plan  last 
week  to  convey  church-owned  proper¬ 
ty  at  the  historically  black  two-year 
institution  to  Knoxville  College. 

Knoxville  College,  a  historically 
black  four-year  institution  affiliated 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.), 
absorbed  the  students  from  Morris¬ 
town  College  when  the  formerly  UM- 
related  school  couldn’t  open  this  fall. 

Details  of  the  sale  are  to  be  worked 
out  after  trustees  of  the  two  schools 
complete  a  merger  agreement. 

Under  the  proposed  property  trans¬ 
fer,  no  cash  would  change  hands,  said 
Dr.  Ken  Yamada,  chief  executive  of  the 
board's  Division  of  Higher  Education. 

Knoxville  College  would  assume 
Morristown  College’s  $1. 5-million 
debt  liability.  Dr.  Yamada  said.  That 
figure  nearly  equals  the  value  of  the 
UM  board’s  interest  in  one-half  the 
campus  real  estate. 

In  addition,  Knoxville  College 
would  set  aside  $250,000  within  its  en¬ 
dowment  fund  to  generate  income  for 
scholarships  for  United  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  at  the  Presbyterian  school.  That 
amount  equals  the  support  Morris¬ 
town  College  had  received  from  the 
UM  Black  College  Fund,  Dr.  Yamada 
said. 

The  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  higher  education  and 
ministry  board,  called  the  agreement 
"favorable  and  consistent  with  our 
mission." 

Dr.  Ireson  said  the  board  wanted  to 
recover  use  of  the  money  from  the 
Black  College  Fund  and  avoid  liability 
for  the  Morristown  College  debts. 

The  1,300-student  Knoxville  College 
has  agreed  to  use  the  Morristown 
campus  "for  educational  purposes" 
for  at  least  five  years,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

Dr.  Yamada  said  the  Presbyterian 
school  plans  reopen  the  Morristown 
campus  as  a  second  instructional 
site  —  possibly  as  soon  as  January.  He 
said  Knoxville  College  is  operating 
near  capacity  at  its  main  campus. 

Morristown  College  had  been  strug¬ 
gling  with  financial  problems  for  a  de¬ 
cade.  In  1987  the  school  lost  its 
accreditation  from  the  Southern  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Colleges,  and  the  United 
Methodist  University  Senate  removed 
it  from  the  list  of  institutions  ap¬ 
proved  to  receive  denominational 
funds. 

When  Morristown  didn’t  have  the 
money  to  reopen  in  September,  Dr. 
Yamada  said,  Knoxville  College  ad¬ 
mitted  all  the  students  and  hired  some 
of  the  faculty  and  staff. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Board  plots  new  role  in  ‘minister’  definition 


DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE — United  Methodists  are 
developing  new  understandings  of  what 
"‘ministers"  are,  leaders  of  the  UM  min¬ 
istry  agency  noted  last  week.  •« 

And.  they  said,  the  denomination’s 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  has  contributions  to  make  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  four  years  to  those  new  un¬ 
derstandings. 

That  theme  surfaced  in  separate  ad¬ 
dresses  to  the  board’s  Oct.  13-15  organi¬ 
zational  meeting  for  the  1989-92  term  by 
the  agency’s  chief  executive  and  newly 
elected  president. 

"While  there  is  a  General  Conference 
commission  again  at  work  on  this  vola¬ 
tile  and  critical  task  [of  defining  minis¬ 
try],  we  must  also  make  our 
contributions,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger  W. 
Ireson.  top  staff  executive  at  the  Nash¬ 
ville-based  board. 


"Discussions  of  the  professional  ministry 
are  at  the  very  center  of  this  board’s  life.” 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  (Houston 
Area),  new  president  of  the  95-member 
board,  said,  "We  must  redefine  ministry. 
We  can't  count  on  others  to  do  that  for 
us.  This  board  must  be  a  part  of  that  re¬ 
definition.” 

Molding  new  understandings  of  ministry 
will  join  the  board’s  other  major  project- 
building  a  university  in  Africa— as  a  top 
priority  during  the  next  four  years,  both 
leaders  said  (see  related  stories). 

The  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  pre¬ 
decessor  denominations  have  been  studying 
definitions  and  understandings  of  ministry 
for  nearly  50  years. 

The  1984  General  Conference,  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  highest  policy-making  body, 
established  the  latest  study  commission. 
That  panel  made  a  preliminary  report  to 
the  1988  General  Conference  and  received 
permission  to  continue  its  work  until  1992, 


albeit  with  an  enlarged  membership. 

The  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Min¬ 
istry  did  not  play  a  major  part  in  the  1985- 
88  study. 

Redefining  ministry  is  a  task  for  the 
whole  church, ’’  Bishop  Oliphint  told  the  Re¬ 
porter.  "We  appreciate  the  work  of  the 
commission,  but  we  have  tended  to  leave 
the  work  to  the  commission.  It’s  not  an  ei¬ 
ther  or  thing.  We  all  must  be  involved." 

United  Methodist  definitions  of  ministry 
must  recognize  how  other  denominations 
define  ministry,  said  Bishop  Oliphint,  who 
served  during  1985-88  as  president  of  the 
UM  ecumenical-relations  commission. 

"We  can't  stand  apart  from  other  denom¬ 
inations,  especially  in  relation  to  the  diaco- 
nate."  he  said. 

Currently,  the  United  Methodist  Church 
recognizes  two  orders  of  ordained  minis¬ 
try-deacon  and  elder.  People  in  both  or¬ 
ders  are  to  carry  out  ministry  related  to 
word,  service  and  order." 


Deacon  status  is  considered  a  prepara¬ 
tory  step  toward  becoming  an  elder.  Most 
pastors  are  elders. 

Both  deacons  and  elders  are  appointed  to 
their  positions  annually  by  bishops. 

Diaconal  ministers,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  consecrated,  not  ordained.  As  such, 
they  are  part  of  the  laity,  not  the  clergy, 
and  don't  receive  annual  appointments 
from  bishops.  Diaconal  ministers  must,  in¬ 
stead.  secure  their  own  jobs. 

Diaconal  ministers,  defined  as  being 
called  to  "service  and  justice"  ministries, 
function  in  such  capacities  as  Christian 
educators,  music  directors  and  church  busi¬ 
ness  administrators. 

Dr.  Ireson  said  his  board  is  ready  to  add 
one  major  point  to  discussions  of  what 
tasks  should  be  classified  as  appropriate 
for  ordained  and  diaconal  ministries.  That 
point,  he  explained,  is  the  relationship  of  di¬ 
aconal  ministers  to  bishops  and  the  ways 
ordained  and  diaconal  ministers  get  jobs. 


Bishop  Ben  Oliphint 
. . .  must  recognize  others 


Witchcraft  seen  as  bar  to  church-related  education  in  Africa 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— Christianity  won’t 
make  a  lasting  mark  on  Africa  until 
preachers  and  teachers  acknowledge  the 
fact  that  belief  in  witchcraft  still  domi¬ 
nates  the  continent. 

The  Rev.  Temba  L.J.  Mafico,  a  theolo¬ 
gian  from  Zimbabwe,  delivered  that 
message  Oct.  13  to  members  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry. 

Dr.  Mafico  presented  the  1988  Willson 
Lecture  to  the  board  to  help  members 
understand  the  challenges  that  will  face 
theology  teachers  at  the  proposed  UM 
university  in  Africa. 

The  first  academic  unit  of  that  institu¬ 
tion.  the  College  of  Theology,  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  in  March  1990  at  Old 
Mutare.  Zimbabwe. 

Dr.  Mafico,  who  serves  on  the  advisory 


panel  for  the  new  theological  school,  said 
his  experience  as  a  United  Church  of 
Christ  pastor  in  Zimbabwe  convinced 
him  that  most  African  Christians— even 
■westernized"  urban  dwellers— ‘‘live 
two  contradicting  lives.” 

One  life  is  as  Sunday-morning  Chris¬ 
tians.  he  said.  The  other  is  as  "ardent  fol¬ 
lowers  of  their  traditional  religion"  the 
rest  of  the  week. 

"To  teach  that  witches  do  not  exist,  as 
I  had  done,  isn't  helpful,"  said  Dr.  Ma¬ 
fico.  currently  professor  of  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  and  biblical  Hebrew  at 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
in  Atlanta. 

Witchcraft  explains  why  accidents  and 
death  and  other  evil  things  happen,  he  said. 

Before  Africans  will  fully  reject 
witchcraft,  he  said,  they  need  “tangible 
proof  and  signs,"  similar  to  the  ones  in 
Mark  16:18,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  forms  "a 


protective  wall  against  witches,  sorcer¬ 
ers.  demons." 

"This  good  news  should  be  accentuat¬ 
ed  with  the  words  ‘fear  not'  or  ‘be  not 
dismayed.”’  Dr.  Mafico  said.  "These 
words  were  repeatedly  said  by  Jesus  to 
the  Jews  who.  during  His  time,  believed 
a  similar  cosmological  view  as  still  do 
the  traditional  Africans  today.” 

Without  such  assurances,  Africans  find 
the  Western  version  of  Christianity  too 
superficial,  he  said.  They  don’t  see  it  fill¬ 
ing  a  need  in  their  lives. 

Dr.  Mafico  said  he  began  in  1973  to  see 
that  the  missionary  church,  which  had  tra¬ 
ditionally  denied  the  existence  of  witch¬ 
craft.  could  never  truly  transform 
Africans.  It  failed,  he  said,  because  it  de¬ 
nied  a  fundamental  part  of  African  culture. 

Dr  Mafico's  discussion  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  witchcraft  on  African  culture 
was  part  of  his  lecture  on  "The  African 


Social  agency  reaffirms  grape  boycott 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

WASHINGTON  — Directors  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  social  action 
agency  refused  last  week  to  back  away 
from  a  controversial  general  boycott  of 
California  table  grapes. 

By  a  wide  margin  the  directors— 
many  newly  elected— voted  to  confirm 
the  boycott  put  in  place  by  executive 
committee  action  of  the  previous  board 
in  June. 

After  prolonged  debate,  directors  vot¬ 
ed  down  a  motion  which  would  have  sus¬ 
pended  the  boycott  pending  a  review  of 
the  situation  at  the  board’s  next  meeting. 
They  did  call  for  a  full  update  on  the 
boycott  at  the  April  6-9  meeting. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  directors,  who 
serve  four-year  terms,  were  elected  to 
the  agency  this  summer. 

In  March  agency  directors — by  a  nar¬ 
row  31-30  margin— had  ordered  the  exec¬ 
utive  committee  to  join  a  general 
boycott  of  California  table  grapes  if  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  United  Methodist  annual 
conferences  in  California  had  targeted  a 


particular  grower  for  selective  boycott. 

In  May  the  denomination’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body— the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence-rejected  a  table  grape  boycott  by 
a  556-328  margin. 

During  annual  conference  sessions  in 
June  neither  California  conference  put  a 
selective  boycott  in  place,  although  the 
California-Nevada  conference  named  a 
"potential  selective  boycott  target.” 

The  Church  and  Society  board’s  execu¬ 
tive  committee  refused  to  interpret  that 
action  as  complying  with  what  the  agen¬ 
cy  had  in  mind. 

Critics  have  charged  the  agency  with 
flaunting  the  will  of  the  church  as  ex¬ 
pressed  by  General  Conference,  the  only 
body  that  can  speak  for  the  entire  church. 

Others  have  questioned  the  merits  of 
implementing  a  boycott  on  the  strength 
of  a  one-vote  margin,  with  a  third  of  the 
board  of  directors  absent. 

The  Rev.  George  Ogle,  who  heads  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
unit  on  economic  and  social  justice,  told 
unit  members  the  goal  of  the  boycott 
was  to  force  growers  to  sit  down  with 


leaders  of  the  United  Farmworkers 
union  and  reach  agreements  about  union 
elections,  collective  bargaining  and  pes¬ 
ticide  use.  He  said  that  collective  bar¬ 
gaining  between  the  union  and  growers 
has  been  eliminated.” 

However,  Rory  Hickok,  a  spokesman 
for  a  California  grape  workers  and  farm¬ 
ers  coalition,  said  afterward  he  had  a 
copy  of  at  least  one  United  Farmworkers 
contract  still  in  force. 

The  Rev.  Paul  Williamson,  head  of  the 
California-Nevada  conference  selective 
boycott  task  force  since  December  1987, 
told  the  Reporter  by  telephone  that  the 
task  force  plans  to  forge  ahead  with  ef¬ 
forts  to  selectively  target  violators. 

Another  California  farm-area  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Charles  A.  Woodworth,  told  the 
Reporter  in  a  telephone  interview  that 
the  agency’s  decision  punishes  the  inno¬ 
cent  along  with  the  guilty. 

"It's  hard  work  to  find  the  guilty  and 
identify  them,  but  we  should  be  willing 
to  pay  that  price  for  justice,"  he  said. 

Social  action  agency 
reaffirms  grape  boycott 


Context  for  Theology." 

He  also  discussed  concepts  of  time,  be¬ 
liefs  about  community,  the  importance 
of  ancestors,  the  role  of  grandparents  in 
an  African  family,  attitudes  toward 
strangers  and  views  of  God. 

Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  deCarvalho  (Ango¬ 
la  Area)  termed  Dr.  Mafico’s  character¬ 
izations  of  African  culture  "very  fair." 

"You  find  these  views  all  over  Africa," 
Bishop  DeCarvalho  said.  “The  particular 
things  that  get  emphasized  are  different, 


but  the  beliefs  about  witchcraft,  ances¬ 
tors  and  the  sense  of  family  are  basically 
the  same." 

The  Willson  Lecture  is  an  annual  pre¬ 
sentation  designed  to  contribute  to  the 
spiritual  and  intellectual  enrichment  of 
people  associated  with  UM  agencies  in 
Nashville. 

The  lecture  series  was  established  in 
1955  by  an  endowment  from  Mr  and 
Mrs.  James  M.  Willson  Sr.  of  Floydada, 
Texas. 
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Methodist  hospitals:  Two  examples  of  excellence 

Top-rated  Houston  facility  treats  body,  spirit 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— Captain  Kangaroo  had 
his  heart  bypass  surgery  here.  Jerry 
Lewis’s  back  ailment  was  relieved  here. 
A1  Hirt  and  Wayne  Newton  were  treated 
here.  So  were  the  Turkish  prime  minis¬ 
ter  and  Saudi  Arabia’s  crown  prince. 

And  a  little  boy  from  Zapata,  Mexico, 
got  a  new  liver  here. 

Welcome  to  The  Methodist  Hospital, 
where  there’s  only  one  word  to  describe 
what  goes  on:  excellence. 

The  Methodist  Hospital,  a  health  and 
welfare  ministry  of  the  Texas  Annual 
Conference,  is  a  1,218-bed  tertiary  care 
complex,  serving  40,000  in-patients  and 
200,000  outpatients  each  year.  They 
come  from  all  50  states  and  70  foreign 
countries. 

It  is  so  outstanding  that  the  “New 
York  Times’’  recently  listed  it  as  one  of 
the  top  hospitals  in  the  United  States. 

And  it’s  huge— the  fourth-largest  not- 
for-profit,  non-governmental,  acute-care 
facility  in  the  United  States. 

Surgeons  are  medical  pioneers 

It  employs  5,500  physicians,  nurses, 
administrators,  technicians  and  other 
staff  members  and  has  an  annual  budget 
of  $500  million. 

Methodist  Hospital  in  Houston  is  the  pri¬ 
mary  teaching  hospital  for  Baylor  College 
of  Medicine.  It  is  also  the  “flagship”  of  the 
The  Methodist  Hospital  System,  a  non¬ 
profit  group  of  32  hospitals  in  the  United 
States,  Mexico,  Guatemala,  Venezuela, 
Peru,  Italy  and  Turkey  that  have  historic 
ties  to  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  hospital  has  a  longtime  commit¬ 
ment  to  medical  excellence.  Historic 
medical  breakthroughs  by  such  surgeons 
as  cardiologist  Michael  E.  DeBakey  and 
organ-transplant  pioneer  E.  Stanley 
Crawford  gave  Methodist  Hospital  a  rep¬ 
utation  of  being  on  the  frontier  for  re¬ 
search  and  technology. 

But  a  more  recent  commitment  to  ser¬ 
vice-seeing  to  the  physical,  emotional 
and  spiritual  needs  of  its  patients— is 
what  has  made  The  Methodist  Hospital 
genuinely  a  world-class  care  facility. 

‘People  holding  your  hand’ 

“All  this  incredible  technology  needs 
to  be  counterbalanced  by  people  holding 
your  hand,”  said  Larry  L.  Mathis,  Meth¬ 
odist’s  chief  executive  officer. 

Mr.  Mathis  came  to  the  hospital  18 
years  ago  as  a  management  trainee  and 
never  left.  “I  became  convinced  that  a 
step  away  from  Methodist  was  a  step 
down,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Mathis'  devotion  to  the  hospital  and 
his  passion  for  excellence  is  equaled  in 
other  hospital  staff  members.  Theif  Com¬ 
bined  quest  for  excellence  led  The  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital  to  institute  its  Caring  Through 
Service  study  in  1984,  said  Mark  Williams, 


vice  president  of  patient  services. 

“Our  hospital  is  organized  around  the 
convenience  and  well-being  of  our  pa¬ 
tients,”  Mr.  Williams  said.  "We  want  to  be 
the  best  service  organization  in  the  world.” 

Courtesy  becomes  the  rule 

In  response  to  the  study  task  force’s 
report,  Methodist  instituted  some  new 
rules  for  its  employees: 

S  Be  courteous  at  all  times; 

S  Don’t  talk  “over”  the  patient  by  us¬ 
ing  medical  jargon  in  his  or  her  pres¬ 
ence; 

•f  Help  the  patient  with  any  need; 

S  Help  create  an  overall  service  en¬ 
vironment. 

That  attitude  resulted  in  many 
changes.  Little  things,  like  more  comfort¬ 
able  pillows,  were  combined  with  big 
changes  like  adding  doormen,  bellmen, 
valet  parking,  daily  newspaper  selections, 
faster  elevators  and  an  improved  menu. 

"Hospital  food  is  always  remembered 
as  awful,"  Mr.  Williams  noted  wryly. 

Methodist’s  renewed  commitment  to 
service  also  resulted  in  the  hospital’s  re¬ 
affirming  its  relationship  to  the  Texas 
Annual  Conference.  That  reaffirmation 
came  at  a  time  when  other  church-relat¬ 
ed  health  and  welfare  ministries  were 
being  pushed  to  sever  their  ties  to  the 
United  Methodist  Church  because  of  po¬ 
tential  legal  liabilities. 

“People  react  differently  in  church-re¬ 
lated  hospitals,"  said  Mr.  Mathis,  himself 
an  active  United  Methodist  layman.  “We 
couldn’t  be  a  major  medical  center  with¬ 
out  the  support  of  our  community. 

"No  for-profit  hospital  has  achieved 
the  same  prominence  as  Methodist.  I 
think  that’s  because  of  the  combination 
of  our  religious  principles  and  the  tax-re¬ 
lief  of  our  not-for-profit  status.” 

Sticks  close  to  mission 

Mr.  Mathis  said  his  experience  in 
health-care  administration  has  shown 
that  the  relationship  of  church-related 
health  and  welfare  ministries  "goes  sour 
when  those  agencies  go  beyond  the  scope 
of  the  traditional  mission  of  the  church. 

"We  stick  real  close  to  our  mission,” 
he  said.  “We  put  taxable  things  into  tax¬ 
able  business  corporations,  like  Chez 
Eddy,  our  low-calorie,  low-cholesterol 
restaurant." 

Methodist  Hospital’s  conservative  fis¬ 
cal  management  also  has  kept  it  free  of 
the  deficits  facing  other  hospitals  around 
the  country,  its  administrator  added. 

Mr.  Mathis  explained  that  Methodist 
Hospital  has  no  health-maintenance  or¬ 
ganization  or  preferred-provider  con¬ 
tracts.  These  recent  innovations  in 
health  insurance  provide  discounts  to  pa¬ 
tients  but,  according  to  Mr.  Mathis,  keep 
hospitals  from  receiving  adequate  return 
on  the  cost  of  health  care. 


Unit  charges  at  Methodist  are  7  percent 
lower  than  the  majority  of  not-for-profit 
hospitals  and  30  percent  lower  than  for- 
profit  hospitals.  Mr.  Mathis  said. 

The  cost  for  all  medical  services  per  pa¬ 
tient  per  day  averages  about  $1,000,  Mr 
Mathis  said.  The  actual  cost  varies  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  services  a  patient  requires. 

All  funds  received  beyond  operating 
expenses  are  put  back  into  improving 
health  care  at  the  hospital,  he  said. 

Consequently,  the  hospital  has  been 
able  to  achieve  such  accomplishments  as 
those  listed  in  its  1987  report  to  the  Tex¬ 
as  Annual  Conference: 

•Construction  of  a  10-story  expansion. 

•Construction  of  a  25-story  profes¬ 
sional  office  building,  Smith  Tower, 
named  in  memory  of  United  Methodist 
Bishop  A.  Frank  Smith  and  his  wife,  Bess 
Crutchfield  Smith,  longtime  hospital 
benefactors. 

•  A  new  helicopter  transport  program 
for  critically  ill  patients. 

•The  first  double-lung  transplant  in 
the  United  States. 

•  Implementation  of  a  pioneering  rule 
to  request  that  all  patients  admitted  or 
scheduled  for  invasive  procedures  be 
tested  voluntarily  for  human  immuno¬ 
logic  virus,  the  virus  that  produces  ac¬ 
quired  immune  deficiency  syndrome. 

All  those  accomplishments  build  upon 
such  prior  achievements  as: 

•The  multiorgan  transplant  center, 
which  performs  heart,  heart-lung,  single 
and  double-lung,  liver,  cornea  and  bone 
marrow  transplants. 

•The  Institute  for  Preventive  Medi¬ 
cine,  a  wellness  center  that  focuses  on 
prevention  of  diseases  through  weight 
reduction,  exercise  programs,  smoking 
cessation,  stress  management  and  nutri¬ 
tion  consultation. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  METHODIST  HOSPITAL  HOUSTON 

HOUSTON— Dr.  Ray  Verm  (center)  supervises  the  first  biliary  lithotripter  procedure  at  The  Methodist  Hospital, 
of  Houston.  The  procedure,  which  uses  shock  waves  to  pulverize  gallstones,  is  the  latest  in  a  long  line  of  medical 
breakthroughs  tested  at  the  hospital. 


•The  cancer  program,  recently  ac¬ 
credited  as  a  teaching  hospital  by  the 
American  College  of  Surgeons  and  pro¬ 
viding  a  full  range  of  cancer  care  from 
diagnosis  to  treatment. 

•  The  Blue  Bird  Circle  Clinic,  the  only 
facility  in  the  Southwest  devoted  to  the 
treatment  of  neurological  disorders  in 
children. 

One  of  the  hospital’s  major  1988  ac¬ 
complishments  is  its  selection  as  a  Fed¬ 


eral  Drug  Administration  test  site  for 
the  biliary  lithotripter  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story  on  The  Methodist  Hospital  of 
Indianapolis). 

This  machine  is  the  core  of  a  new  med¬ 
ical  procedure  that  pulverizes  gallstones 
by  shock  waves,  eliminating  the  need  for 
surgery. 

The  first  test  was  conducted  Sept.  12 
on  a  female  patient  from  South  Carolina. 

The  Methodist  Hospital  summarized  its 


medical  mission  in  its  Statement  of  Val¬ 
ues,  revised  in  1987,  which  states  in  part: 

“We  will  strive  for  excellence  . . . 

"In  all  that  we  do,  we  will  not  forget 
that  people  are  the  means  and  ends  of 
our  endeavors  . . . 

“We  will  preseve  our  connection  with 
the  United  Methodist  Church,  whose  tra¬ 
ditional  concern  for  serving  God  through 
serving  individuals  remains  the  steadfast 
framework  for  our  actions. ..." 


Renovation  keeps  6 Indy  500’  hospital  in  fast  lane 


By  JAMES  H.  STEELE 

INDIANAPOLIS— It’s  Memorial  Day 
weekend.  For  a  few  brief  hours,  the 
world’s  eyes  focus  on  Indianapolis  Motor 
Speedway. 

The  500-mile  race  on  the  famous  brick 
oval— believed  to  be  the  largest  single-day 
sporting  event  anywhere— is  under  way. 

Danger  is  the  auto  racer’s  constant 
companion.  Chances  are  that  sometime 
during  the  race  calls  will  be  made  for 
medical  help,  not  only  for  driver  injuries, 
but  for  emergencies  in  the  stands  as  well. 

As  those  who  follow  the  Indy  500  by  ra¬ 
dio  or  TV  know  very  well,  almost  invari¬ 
ably  the  word  comes:  “They’ve  been 
taken  to  Methodist  Hospital.” 

The  hospital’s  longtime  continuing  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  Indianapolis  Motor 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 


ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  a  confes¬ 

sional  evangelical  seminary  in  Wesleyan-Arminian 
tradition,  is  seeking  women  or  ethnic  minority 
candidates  for  tenure-track  position  in  New  Testa¬ 
ment  beginning  fall  1989.  Candidates  should  have 
PhD  ordination,  pastoral  and  teaching  experience 
preferred.  Contact:  Dr  M  R  Mulholland,  Jr..  Pro¬ 
vost,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary.  Wilmore,  KY 
40390  (606)858-3581. 


YOUTH-YOUNG  ADULT  DIRECTOR  full-time. 

First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dunedin.  Flori¬ 
da.  Innovative  salary  package.  Large  number  of 
adults  now  involved  with  program  Write 
Charles  Courtoy.  Box  1556.  Dunedin.  FI.  34697. 
Phone:  (813)733-4139 


COORDINATOR  OF  OUTDOOR  MINISTRIES. 

Baltimore  Conference.  Full-time  position  responsi¬ 
ble  for  programmatic  and  administrative  over¬ 
sight  of  conference  outdoor  ministries  with  three 
campsites.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Council 
on  Ministries.  5124  Greenwich  Avenue,  Baltimore. 
MD  21229  Attn:  Outdoor  Ministries. 


APPLICATIONS  ACCEPTED  THROUGH  Novem¬ 

ber  9  for  half-time  Austin  District  program  direc¬ 
tor.  Seeking  program  generalist  with 
comprehensive  skills  in  administration/ coordina¬ 
tion.  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  to:  Search, 
3755  Capital  of  Texas  Highway  South,  #150,  Aus- 
tin.  Texas  78704  (512)  442-9444  or  444-1983. _ 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Mary- 

ville,  TN,  growing  church  with  expanding  program 
now  receiving  applications  for  a  variety  of  staff 
positions-  youth,  adult  and  family  ministries.  Send 
resume  to:  First  UMC.  P.O  Box  473.  Maryville,  TN 
37803. 


DIRECTOR  FOR  LOCAL  CHURCH  MINISTRIES. 

The  North  Indiana  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  seeking  persons  (clergy  or  laity)  to 
serve  on  a  local  church  ministries  team  and  direct¬ 
ly  support  the  growth  of  churches  in  three  dis¬ 
tricts.  Applicants  should  have  experience  in  local 
church  development  with  a  commitment  to  in¬ 
creasing  worship  attendance,  church  school  atten¬ 
dance,  and  membership.  Demonstrated 
administrative  and  communication  skills,  with  the 
ability  to  relate  well  with  local  church  leaders  is 
essential.  Good  personal  health  and  freedom  to 
travel  extensively  by  auto  throughout  North  Indi¬ 
ana  is  expected.  Office  facilities  in  Marion.  Indi¬ 
ana  References  required.  Send  resume  to:  Ronald 
C  Stoll.  Personnel  Strategies,  P.O.  Box  2382,  Elk- 
hart,  Indiana  46515.  (219)  522-3616. _ 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FULL-TIME  DCE  Mu- 

sic.  FUMC  is  a  600-member  church  in  Central 
Florida  Responsibilities:  coordinating  Christian 
education  age-levels  choral.  Salary  negotiable. 
Submit  resume  FUMC  455  South  Broadway  Ave., 
Bartow.  FL  33830 


POSITION  AVAILABLE:  COUNCIL  DIRECTOR, 

Troy  Conference.  Contact:  Dr  Leon  Adkins.  Jr..  4 
Arden  Craig  Dr.,  Albany.  NY  12203  by  October  31. 


FACULTY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE.  Tenure- 

track  positions  (or  associate  professor  of  Christian 
education  and  associate  professor  of  homiletics. 
Please  apply  by  November  15  to:  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio.  3081  Columbus  Pike.  Dela¬ 
ware.  Ohio  45015.  Attention:  Dean  C  M  Kempton 
Hewitt  We  are  an  equal  opportunity  affirmative 
action  employer. 


YOUTH  DIRECTOR  WANTED  FOR  1500-member 

church  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume /refer¬ 
ences  before  November  15  First  United  Methodist, 
P.O.  Box  163,  Texarkana,  AR  75504. _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  COALITION  FOR  the 

Homeless  of  Orlando  seeks  proven  leader  for 
young  organization.  Requires  administrative/su¬ 
pervisory  experience  to  oversee  operation  of  two 
shelters  and  to  direct  fund-raising  campaign  for 
permanent  shelter  Bachelor's  degree,  master’s 
preferred  Salary  negotiable.  Send  resume  by  Oc¬ 
tober  31:  Search  Committee.  Coalition  for  Home¬ 
less.  P.O.  Box  482.  Orlando,  FL  32802  Equal 
opportunity  employer 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 

kies  near  Lake  Junaluska  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville.  NC  28786 
(704)627-6067.  627-9507 


MATURE  SINGLE  PARENT  MALE  WITH  BBA 
degree  seeking  new  career  in  church  administra¬ 
tion.  Background  in  sales  administration.  Want  to 
locate  in  Arlington  area.  For  resume  write. 
FUMC.  Goldthwaite,  TX  76844. 


DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  sought  by 

2000  -  member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa,  Texas.  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble.  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield,  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa.  TX  79761.  


DIRECTOR  MON  VALLEY  CHURCH-RELATED 
social  service  agency.  MSW,  related  field,  equiva¬ 
lent  experience.  Expertise:  administration,  fund¬ 
ing.  programming,  interpersonal  skills, 
supervision.  Deadline:  November  7.  Resumes:  P.O. 
Box  100086,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15233. 


USKICHITTO  RETREAT  CENTER  LOOKING  for 
director  Trustees,  Uskichitto  Retreat  Center,  are 
seeking  applications  for  position  of  camp  director 
to  be  filled  at  next  session  of  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  Applicants  should  love  the  out-of- 
doors,  be  experienced  in  church  camping,  capable 
of  supervising  staff,  willing  to  promote  use  of  the 
facilities,  have  administrative  skills  and  a  flair  for 
raising  funds.  A  job  description  is  available  upon 
request.  Trustees  prefer  a  retired  United  Method¬ 
ist  minister  who  might  also  serve  a  part-time 
church.  Salary  is  negotiable.  A  beautiful  1900 
square  foot  home  for  the  director  will  be  complet¬ 
ed  in  the  Spring  of  '89  Applicants  should  send  re¬ 
sumes  to:  Lake  Charles  District  Office,  c/o 
Woodrow  W.  Smith,  816  Kirkman  St.,  Lake 
Charles,  LA  70601.  Applications  must  be  received 
no  later  than  December  1, 1988.  The  retreat  center 
is  located  three  miles  North  of  Hwy.  190  at  LeB- 
lanc,  La.  six  miles  East  of  Kinder  and  Hwy.  165.  It 
is  only  45  minutes  from  Lake  Charles. 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR  NEW  POSTION  for 
managing  office  and  personnel.  Computer,  data 
processing  qualifications  required.  Other  credit 
for  degree  or  equivalent  business,  finance,  ac¬ 
counting  or  personnel  management  experience. 
Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions.  Send  resume  and  references  before  Novem¬ 
ber  21  to  FUMC,  260  Prima  Vista  Blvd..  Port  St. 
Lucie.  FL  34983.  


A  2000-MEMBER  UNITED  METHODIST  church 

on  Florida's  gulf  coast  is  seeking  a  director  of 
youth  ministries  to  have  full  responsibility  for  the 
youth  programs  of  the  church.  The  challenge  cov¬ 
ers  all  sponsored  activities  from  junior  high 
through  post  high  school.  Position  reports  to  the 
senior  pastor.  Suitable  degree  and  2-3  years  of  ca¬ 
reer  experience  are  required.  Send  resume/salary 
history  to:  Janet  Miles,  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Brandon.  121  N.  Knights  Ave  ,  Brandon. 
FL  33511.  


GROWING  2000-MEMBER  FLORIDA  gulf  coast 
United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  director  of 
Christian  education  to  direct  the  entire  education¬ 
al  program  of  the  church.  This  position  will  report 
to  the  senior  pastor  and  affords  opportunity  for 
Christian  commitment  and  growth.  Degree  in 
Christian  education  or  allied  area  is  required  along 
with  2-3  years  of  career  experience.  Send  resume/ 
salary  history  to:  Janet  Miles,  First  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  121  N.  Knights  Ave..  Brandon,  FL 
33511 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  SCARRITT-Ben- 
nett  Center,  Nashville.  TN  being  sought.  New  posi¬ 
tion.  Ten  year  work  experience  and  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  required.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available  11/15/88.  Submit  resume  to: 
Grace  Seiser,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  1008  19th 
Ave  ,  South,  Nashville.  TN  37212-2166. 


PRINTER /DIRECTOR  NEEDED  TO  ORGANIZE 
and  operate  new  Native  Youth  Print  Shop  Offset 
press  and  small  business  experience  required.  Sub¬ 
mit  resume  and  portfolio  to:  Nome  Community 
Center.  Box  98.  Nome.  AK  99762. 


REV  WILLIAM  BALDERSON  INTERESTED  IN 
exchanging  pulpit  with  minister  in  Seattle,  Wash- 
ington  area.  Solomons,  Md.  20688. 


FOR  SALE:  ALLEN  ELECTRONIC  ORGAN,  3 
manual  and  pedal  Call:  Rev  Jack  Shelton.  West¬ 
minster  United  Methodist  Church.  Houston.  TX 
(713)  782-7750. 


MEN  ALIVE",  NEW  PLANNING  HANDBOOK 
for  men's  groups  compiled  Larry  Eisenberg.  1218 
S.  Winston,  Tulsa.  OK  74112.  $6.95  postpaid.  Free 
copy  Boyce  Bowdon's  excellent  book  on  trium¬ 
phant  prayer,  ordinary  peoples'  lives,  (separate, 
$2.50). 


DIRECTOR  OF  GLOBAL  SERVICES  for  Arkan¬ 
sas-based  PVO.  Manage  $5  million  international 
development  program  in  40  countries.  Requires  8 
years  administrative  experience,  6  years  interna¬ 
tional  experience,  leadership  ability,  travel.  Salary 
negotiable.  For  details  contact:  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor,  HPI.  Box  808,  Little  Rock,  AR  72203.  Tele¬ 
phone:  (501)  376-6836  Deadline  November  10. 

1875  8-RANK.  1-MANUAL  PEDAL  Marklove 

Tracker  organ,  restored  1988  Ideal  for  small  church 
or  chapel.  $26,500  FOB  Troy.  NY.  (518)  273-2974. 

WANTED:  USED  COKESBURY  WORSHIP  hym¬ 

nals  for  small  UM  congregation.  Good  condition, 
reasonable.  Wichita  Avenue  UMC,  4625  Wichita 
Avenue.  Fort  Worth.  TX  76119.  (817)  536-5411, 
(817)531-1001. 

SINGLES  LEADERS.  WRITE  FOR  FREE  sample 

of  our  national,  monthly  newsletter.  Single  Adult 
Ministry  Information,  Institute  of  Singles  Dynam¬ 
ics.  Box  11394,  Kansas  City.  MO  64112.  Also,  semi¬ 
nars.  conferences,  church  consulting. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  CHURCH. 

Fill  your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a 
professional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free 
service  to  churches.  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service.  Dept.  18.  PO  Box  36.  Huntington, 
WV  25706-0036  ! 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 

ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc  Programming/resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt.  Box  38.  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038.  i 

YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Minister 

Director.  Full-time.  Growing  1500  plus-member 
church  in  Tampa  Bay  area.  Salary:  $23,000  pack¬ 
age  plus  rental  value  of  parsonage  Send  resume 
and  references.  Heritage  United  Methodist  Church, 
2680  Landmark  Drive.  Clearwater,  FL  34621. 
Phone  (813)  796-1329. 

YOUTH  MINISTRIES  DIRECTOR:  2500-member 

church  needs  dynamic,  experienced  youth  director. 
Splendid  ongoing  program  in  place.  Send  resume 
to  First  UMC,  Box  707.  Longview.  TX  75606. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 

Youth,  to  develop  a  full  youth  program,  in  Grove. 
OK  on  beautiful  Grand  Lake,  a  rapidly  growing 
area.  Will  discuss  salary  at  interview.  Send  com¬ 
plete  resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
P.O.  Box  387.  Grove,  OK  74344.  or  call  (918)  786-5148 
if  you  have  any  questions. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16 

days,  six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1.  1989.  For 
brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 
Box  1058.  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap- 

proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 
Catalog  $1.  Nancy  Designs,  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue 
Earth.  MN  56013. 

BUYING  COINS.  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 

lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton.  TX  78358.  | 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street.  San  Francis¬ 
co.  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768. 

FREE  INFORMATION  ON:  ENERGIZING 

Family  Ministries.  Family  Education  Enter¬ 
prises,  2320  E.  Lincoln  Dr..  Phoenix.  AZ  85016. 
Phone:  (602)  955-8554.  j 

THE  UNIVERSITY'S  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  Theol- 
ogy  and  Religious  Studies  now  offers  structured 
non-residential  programs  leading  to  the  award  of 
certificates,  bachelor's,  master's,  and  doctoral 
degrees  Special  executive  DD  and  STD,  and 
church  music  programs  now  also  available  To 
obtain  the  school's  new  special  catalog,  call  or 
write  Fairfax  University  (Theology  Programs). 
2900  Energy  Centre.  New  Orleans.  LA  70163  Tel: 
(504)  585-7303. 

CHOIR  ROBES  FOR  SALE:  44  USED  GOLD  choir 

robes  bv  Autrv  Brothers  of  Denver.  Lengths  from 
shoulder  38-54  inches  $5.00  per  robe.  No  stoles. 
For  information  call.  Washington  Park  United 
Methodist  Church  (303)  777-3043. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

Speedway  dates  to  the  track’s  earliest 
days,  even  before  the  first  500-mile  race 
in  1911.  In  1910  the  hospital  purchased  its 
first  motorized  ambulance  to  speed  pa¬ 
tients  from  the  raceway. 

Innovation  and  pioneering  have  been  a 
way  of  life  ever  since  at  the  medical  fa¬ 
cility,  which  has  become  the  state’s  larg¬ 
est  hospital. 

UMs  serve  on  board 

Church  ties  to  the  hospital  are  more 
than  in  name  only.  Bishop  Leroy  C.  Ho- 
dapp  (Indiana  Area)  and  his  executive  as¬ 
sistant,  the  Rev.  Mark  Blaising,  are 
among  several  United  Methodists  with 
key  roles  on  Methodist  Hospital’s  board 
of  directors. 

United  Methodists  also  played  key 
roles  in  the  recent  installation  of  William 
J.  Loveday  as  the  hospital’s  president.  In 
his  installation  remarks,  the  new  chief 
noted  his  belief  “in  the  importance  of 
spirituality  in  healing.” 

Mr.  Loveday’s  predecessor.  Dr.  Frank 
P.  Lloyd,  spoke  similar  words  at  the 
March  1986  ribbon  cutting  for  the  new 
main  building: 

"Our  enduring  mission  remains  the 
same. ...  to  provide  care  for  our  patients 
and  their  families  to  the  best  of  our  abili¬ 
ty  in  the  Christian  spirit  of  love,  giving 
and  compassion.” 

The  hospital  had  its  genesis  in  1899, 


when  a  national  youth  meeting  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church’s  Epworth 
League  donated  its  leftover  funds  of 
$4,750  for  a  hospital. 

Contributions  from  Sunday  school 
classes  and  churches  throughout  Indiana 
financed  the  original  facility,  which 
opened  with  100  beds  in  1908.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  buildings  in  Indianapolis  to  be 
lighted  by  electricity. 

Seed  money  grows  hospital 

From  that  tiny  seed  money,  a  giant 
hospital  has  grown. 

Methodist  Hospital  of  Indiana  Inc.  to¬ 
day  has  1,120  beds  and  nearly  5,000  em¬ 
ployees.  Its  annual  bydget  of  $250 
million  includes  $10  million  for  research 
and  $18  million  in  care  donated  to  pa¬ 
tients  unable  to  pay  for  it. 

While  other  medical  facilities  moved 
to  suburbia,  Methodist  decided  in  1980  to 
expand  at  its  present  location  in  down¬ 
town  Indianapolis. 

The  overall  renovation  program,  in¬ 
cluding  a  $110  million  main  building, 
cost  $175  million.  The  centerpiece  build¬ 
ing,  which  opened  in  1986,  enabled  the 
hospital  to  provide  some  of  the  most  up- 
to-date  medical  facilities  and  services  in 
the  Midwest. 

Methodist  Hospital’s  comprehensive 
care  encompasses  an  extensive  organ- 
transplant  program  including  heart,  arti- 


the  church  today 


New  co-host  chosen 
for  ‘Catch  the  Spirit’ 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— Anisa  Mehdi 
has  been  chosen  to  succeed  Emily  Simer 
as  co-host  of  the  United  Methodist  week¬ 
ly  television  program,  “Catch  the  Spirit.” 

Ms.  Mehdi,  who  also  will  be  a  field  pro¬ 
ducer  for  the  pro¬ 
gram,  is  a  former  1 
foreign  desk  produc¬ 
er  for  CBS  News  and  I 
former  associate 
producer  for  “60 
Minutes,”  "West  57th 
Street,’’  and  “CBS 
Reports’’  news 
shows.  Anisa  Mehdi 

Hilly  Hicks  will  return  as  co-host  and 
field  producer.  The  1988-89  season  of 
“Catch  the  Spirit”  also  will  feature  a 
new  stage  set  and  increased  emphasis  on 
individual  stories  of  faith,  according  to 
Nelson  Price,  an  executive  with  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Ms.  Simer  left  the  show  this  summer 
to  take  a  communications  position  with 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Church  and  Society  board 
elects  resources  manager 

WASHINGTON-Jean  M.  Robinson  of 
Brewster,  N.  Y.,  was  elected  as  the  new 
associate  general  secretary  for  resource 
management  (finance  and  administra¬ 
tion)  of  the  United  Methodist  General 
Baord  of  Church  and  Society  last  week. 

The  1985  graduate  of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  Law  School  has  been  the  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  United  Methodist 
Development  Fund,  related  to  the  de¬ 
nomination's  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  since  February  1986. 

Church  and  Society  chooses 
first  southern  bishop 

WASHINGTON-Bishop  Robert  C. 
Morgan  of  the  Jackson,  Miss.,  Area,  was 
elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  in 
the  board's  organizational  meeting  last 
week  in  Washington. 


He  is  the  first  bishop  from  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  Southeastern  Jurisdiction  elect¬ 
ed  to  that  post  in  the  20-year  history  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Other  officers  include  the  Rev. 
Edward  Iwamoto  of  Bellevue,  Wash., 
vice  president;  the  Rev.  Helen  G.  Taylor 
of  Oklahoma  City,  secretary,  and  Andrea 
Allen  of  Hollis,  N.  Y.,  treasurer. 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
the  first  Native  American  elected  to 
head  a  United  Methodist  national  board 
staff,  was  installed  as  the  agency’s  chief 
executive.  -CLENLARUM 

Bishop  Oliphint  to  preside 
over  Higher  Education  board 

NASHVILLE^— A  bishop  from  Texas, 
three  laypeople  and  one  ordained  minis¬ 
ter  will  fill  the  top  elected  posts  at  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  for  the  next  four  years. 

Bishop  Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  (Houston 
Area)  was  elected  president  of  the  95-mem¬ 
ber  board  for  the  1989-92  term  Oct.  14. 

Vice  presidents,  who  head  the  board's 
four  program  divisions,  are  Mark  A. 
Nerio,  a  layman  from  Germantown. 
Tenn.  (Diaconal  Ministry);  Janet  E.  Ste¬ 
phenson,  a  laywoman  from  Ames,  Iowa 
(Higher  Education);  James  M.  Walker,  a 
layman  from  Seguin,  Texas  (Chaplains 
and  Related  Ministries);  and  the  Rev.  Re¬ 
becca  C.  Youngblood,  a  pastor  from 
Cleveland,  Miss.  (Ordained  Ministry). 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

Concrete  steps  proposed 
for  Methodist  India  merger 

BOMBAY,  India  (Ecumenical  Press 
Service)— A  committee  negotiating 
union  between  the  (United)  Church  of 
North  India  and  the  Methodist  Church  in 
India  is  proposing  that  the  two  take 
"concrete  steps”  toward  "an  interim 
goal  of  intercommunion  by  mutual  rec¬ 
ognition  and  unification  of  the  threefold 
ministries.” 

The  two  churches  were  asked  recently 
to  consider  the  proposal  for  a  unified  or¬ 
dained  ministry  and  to  give  further  dir¬ 
ectives  about  the  plan. 


ficial  heart  and  kidney. 

The  hospital  was  among  the  first  to  in¬ 
stall  a  device  known  as  a  lithotripter, 
which  pulverizes  kidney  stones  with 
shock  waves.  It  also  is  one  of  the  testing 
sites  for  a  similar  machine,  a  biliary 
lithotripter,  which  uses  a  similar  proce¬ 
dure  to  break  up  gallstones  (see  accom¬ 
panying  story  on  The  Methodist  Hospital 
in  Houston). 

The  hospital  has  an  extensive  neonatal 
care  program,  including  fetal  care  and 
intra-uterine  transfusion.  The  hospital’s 
Center  for  Reproduction  and  Transplan¬ 
ts  Immunology  works  to  stop  repeated 
miscarriages  by  changing  the  mother’s 
immune  system  so  that  it  ceases  to  re¬ 
ject  fetal  tissue. 

The  hospital’s  Buchanan  Counseling 
Center  is  believed  to  be  the  nation’s  first 
hospital-based  counseling  facility. 

In  addition,  an  extensive  program  is 
offered  in  pastoral  care  and  couseling.  A 
rabbi  was  recently  added  to  the  chap¬ 
laincy  staff. 

Two  helicopters  maintained 

Methodist  Hospital  maintains  an  ex¬ 
tensive  emergency  department,  includ¬ 
ing  two  helicopter  ambulances.  And  its 
eye  clinic  includes  treatment  of  rare  eye 
diseases  and  corneal  transplants. 

Outpatient  services  include  urgent 
care  centers,  occupational  health,  sports 
medicine,  neighborhood  health  centers, 
diagnostic  centers  and  home  health  care. 

Additional  health  care  services  are 
provided  by  more  than  2,000  volunteers 
and  2,000  members  of  White  Cross,  the 
hospital’s  auxiliary.  Volunteers  provide 
services  in  about  45  areas  of  the  hospital. 

Since  1922,  when  Methodist  Hospital 
joined  the  Eli  Lilly  Co.  in  developing  the 
use  of  insulin  to  treat  diabetes,  the  hospital 
has  been  a  pioneer  in  medical  advances. 

In  the  1980s,  it  has  led  with  Indiana’s 
only  Regional  Spinal  Cord  Center. 

In  1982  Methodist  Hospital  became  the 
first  non-university  medical  center  in  the 
country  to  perform  a  successful  heart 
transplant. 

That  same  year,  the  Indianapolis  facil¬ 
ity  was  the  nation’s  first  hospital  to  use 
intraoperative  radiation  therapy  for 
head  and  neck  cancer  patients. 

A  successful  voice  prosthesis,  devel¬ 
oped  in  1981,  that  restores  speech  for 
throat  cancer  patients  has  attracted 
worldwide  referrals. 

Mr.  Steele  is  director  of  communica¬ 
tions  for  the  United  Methodist  Indiana 
Area. 


ARE  YOU  PASTOR, 
COUNSELOR, 
TEACHER  OF  ETHICS? 

Knowledge  of  Bio-medical  progress 
and  problems  is  indispensable 
today.  Spend  a  week  of  learning  at 
the  Texas  Medical  Center. 

January  3-7,  1989 

Leading  experts  in  medicine,  ethics 
and  theology  discuss  issues  of 
health  and  illness,  life  and  death. 

Fee:  $200.  Fine  accommodations  at 
modest  cost. 

Write  or  phone  for  prospectus. 

Dr.  J.  Robert  Nelson,  Director. 


a 


The  Institute 
of  Religion 

Texas  Medical  Center 
P.  O.  Box  20569 
Houston,  Tx  77225 
(713)797-0600 


LIBRARY  BOX  4188 

Shreveport  la  71104 
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Appeal  made 
for  Bangladesh 


Last  month,  Bangladesh  received  22  inches  of  rain  within  10  days.  Rivers 
began  overflowing,  burying  three-fourths  of  the  country  under  water.  At  least 
25  million  people  were  left  stranded  and  homeless. 

In  response  to  the  crises,  the  Council  of  Bishops,  with  the  approval  of  GCFA, 
has  issued  a  S3  million  Bishops’  appeal  for  Bangladesh.  Checks  going  to  local 
churches  should  be  marked  for  the  Bangladesh  Relief  Fund  and  be  made  out  to 
the  local  church.  Checks  being  sent  to  the  Conference  Office  should  be  made 
out  to  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  and  marked  Bangladesh:  UMCOR 
Advance  #202400-6. 

Information  and  sample  resources  related  to  the  appeal  have  been  sent  to  all 
pastors.  Congregations  are  urged  to  participate  in  this  appeal. 


Youth  Fall  Convocation  draws  record  crowd  of  600 


WHAT  A  CROWD  —  These  junior  high  and  high  school  youth,  as  well  as  their 
youth  sponsors  gathered  for  Youth  Fall  Convocation  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge.  Approximately  600  students  attended. 


SMALL  GROUP  —  Youth  also  had  the  opportunity  to  gather  in  small  groups  and 
participate  in  discussions.  Meeting  new  friends  was  a  large  part  of  the  day. 


Reflections  on 
District  Visits 


Marilyn  and  I  have  met  with  all  the  Districts  now.  I  have  become  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  literally  thousands  of  laypersons,  nearly  all  the  clergy,  most  of  the 
clergy  spouses,  and  many  clergy  widows.  I  have  seen  large  churches  and 
small  ones  —  each  one  built  through  the  sacrifices  of  Louisiana  Methodists.  I 
have  met  black,  white,  Oriental,  and  Hispanic;  Acadian,  Floridian,  Northern, 
and  New  Orleanians;  children,  youth,  and  elderly.  I  have  been  strongly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  commitment  of  the  laity  and  the  devotion  of  the  clergy. 

I  have  driven  through  swamp  and  marshland  and  over  bayous,  on  interstate 
highways  and  gravel  roads,  over  magnificent  bridges  and  causeways  —  and 
those  that  called  for  prayer!  I  have  seen  shrimp  boats,  alligators,  and  watched 
a  drawbridge  rise.  I  have  seen  Methodist  money  in  service  —  colleges,  homes 
for  children  and  retired  clergy,  hospitals,  social  service  agencies,  camps,  and 
Wesley  Foundations.  And,  it  has  been  a  tremendous  joy. 

The  power  and  inspiration  of  each  District  celebration  will  always  be  a 
significant  part  of  my  life.  When  the  problems  inherent  in  the  office  of  the 
episcopacy  begin  to  weigh  me  down,  I  will  call  forth  the  memory  of  those 
high  and  holy  moments,  and  their  beauty  and  music  and  meaning  will 
strengthen  me.  What  a  gift  you  have  given  me! 

I  All  across  Louisiana,  our  eyes  have  met,  our  hands  have  touched,  and  our 
words  have  greeted  each  other.  Together,  our  eyes  can  see  the  world  through 
the  eyes  of  Christ.  Together,  our  hands  can  be  His  hands  at  work  in  our 
churches,  our  Conference,  and  our  world.  Together,  our  words  can  speak  the 
love  of  God,  inclusive  and  all  encompassing.  Together,  we  can  move  forward 
in  this  new  day  in  Louisiana  Methodism. 

:  I  now  feel  like  I  am  the  Bishop  of  Louisiana  United  Methodism  —  in  all 

places  and  structures  and  —  most  important  of  all  —  among  all  United 
Methodist  persons! 

Training  scheduled  for  Preschool 
Teachers  on  Satellite  TV  Network 


The  Cokesbury  Satellite  Television 
Network  (CSTN)  will  broadcast  a  train¬ 
ing  event  for  teachers  of  Preschool  chil¬ 
dren.  It  will  appear  November  13,  5 
p.m.-6:30  p.m.  on  Spacenet  1,  Channel  21. 
The  format  will  be  60  minutes  of  live 
workshop  followed  by  30  minutes  of  call- 
in  questions. 

Mary  Jane  Pierce  Norton,  Director  of 


Young  Children’s  Education  with  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship  will  con¬ 
duct  this  event.  She  will  be  assisted  by 
Janice  Hellmann  from  Madison,  Tennes¬ 
see. 

The  workshop  will  cover  planning, 
room  setup,  ways  children  learn  and  ap¬ 
propriate  learning  activities,  storytelling 
and  discipline. 


Appointment  Change  Announced 

Bishop  William  B.  Oden  announces  a  dren’s  Home  in  Ruston  to  leave  of 
change  of  appointment  for  Dale  M.  Hag-  absence,  effective  September  6, 1988. 
gard,  from  Chaplain,  Methodist  Chil- 


In  Memoriam 

Frances  A.  Smith  Hall,  wife  of  the  late  Mrs.  Hall,  80,  was  living  in  Paris,  Ten- 
Louisiana  Conference  minister  Rev.  nessee  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Claude  0.  Hall,  died  September  20,  1988. 


“Too  many  to  count”  could  have  been 
the  theme  for  the  1988  Youth  Fall  Convo¬ 
cation,  held  October  8,  as  approximately 
600  junior  high  and  high  school  students 
packed  the  gym  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Fall  Convocation  is  a  time  of  fellow¬ 
ship  and  sharing  for  youth  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  This  day  is  set 
aside  annually  for  junior  highs,  senior 
highs  and  youth  sponsors  to  get  together 
for  worship,  fun  and  a  concert. 

The  Centenary  School  of  Church  Ca¬ 
reers  Resource  Team  attempted  to  pro¬ 
vide  games  for  all  those  attending  during 
the  morning  session  of  the  Convocation. 
It  was  a  little  hectic  at  times  as  the  600 
participants  tried  to  play  games,  howev¬ 
er,  they  managed  to  do  it  and  get  some¬ 
thing  out  of  it. 


After  a  delicious  lunch  of  tacos,  na- 
chos  and  brownies,  Jim  Newton  shared 
his  message  in  song.  Newton  is  a  United 
Methodist  minister  related  to  the  Central 
Texas  Conference.  He  has  served  several 
churches  as  youth  minister  before  devot¬ 
ing  full  time  to  his  music  in  1975.  He  is 
president  of  “Celebration  Shop,  Inc.,”  a 
group  supporting  alternative  ministries. 

The  Conference  Youth  team  ended  the 
day  with  a  special  worship  entitled  “The 
Glass  Box.  " 

As  a  result  of  this  event,  approximate¬ 
ly  $2,000  was  raised  for  the  Youth  Ser¬ 
vice  Fund.  This  money  will  go  toward 
special  mission  projects  chosen  by  the 
youth. 

Next  year,  Youth  Fall  Convocation  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  October  7  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monroe. 


GROUP  GAMES  —  Participants  in  the  Youth  Fall  Convocation  gathered  for 
group  activities  led  by  the  Centenary  School  of  Church  Careers  Resource  Team. 


INSPIRING  CONCERT  —  Rev.  Jim  Newton  of  the  Central  Texas  Conference  pre¬ 
sented  a  meaningful  concert  to  the  group  attending  the  Fall  Convocation. 


SPECIAL  SINGERS  —  These  members  of  the  Centenary  Resource  Team  took  a 
few  minutes  to  present  a  special  message  in  music  to  the  600  youth  at  Youth  Fall 
Convocation. 


Good  Samaritan  Offering,  a  time  for  giving,  scheduled  for  Nov.  20 


“Truly  I  say  to  you,  to  the  extent  that 
you  did  it  to  one  of  these  brothers  of 
Mine,  even  the  least  of  them,  you  did  it  to 
Me.” 

The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  be¬ 
lieves  in  taking  care  of  its  brothers,  but 
assistance  is  greatly  needed,  so  on  No¬ 
vember  20,  1988,  this  organization,  along 
with  its  five  Good  Samaritan  agencies 
will  conduct  the  Good  Samaritan  Offer¬ 
ing. 

The  Lafon  Home,  established  in  1867, 
is  a  nursing  home  which  has  been  serving 
the  elderly  and  needy  since  that  time.  Al¬ 
though  many  changes  have  occurred, 
this  prestigious  institution  has  remained 
dedicated. 

This  home,  located  in  New  Orleans,  in¬ 
cludes  such  services  as  personalized  24 
hour  nursing  care  under  the  supervision 
of  qualified  Registered  and  Licensed 
Practical  Nurses,  well  balanced  meals 
prepared  by  a  dietician,  in  addition  to  a 
wide  variety  of  activities  planned  by  an 
activity  coordinator.  The  home  also  pro¬ 


vides  religious  services  as  well  as  a 
range  of  personal  services. 

Lafon  was  reopened  for  service  in  a 
newly  constructed  and  quality  facility  in 
1984. 

The  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston  is  a  multi-service  child  care  fa¬ 
cility  which  emphasizes  family  re¬ 
construction  with  counseling  for  both 
child  and  family. 

This  institution  provides  residential, 
emergency,  and  foster  care  to  school  age 
children  and  youth  throughout  the  state 
of  Louisiana. 

In  1982  the  home  received  114  refer¬ 
rals  for  children  who  needed  emergency 
or  evaluation  care.  Four  years  later,  in 

1986,  referrals  climbed  to  433  youth.  In 

1987,  the  home  received  315  names.  It 
was  forced  at  that  time  to  turn  away  246 
of  these  youth  because  no  bed  space  was 
available.  It  is  not  a  happy  moment 
when  one  has  to  be  told  that  he  or  she 
cannot  be  helped.  This  constant  increase 


of  youth  in  such  need  is  a  definite  re¬ 
minder  that  facilities,  such  as  this  home 
in  Ruston,  are  greatly  needed. 

A  home  for  the  abused,  the  Methodist 
Home  of  New  Orleans  takes  care  of 
abandoned  and  neglected  children  whose 
ages  range  from  infant  to  14  years. 

All  of  these  children  have  been  verbal¬ 
ly,  physically,  and  sexually  abused.  Some 
have  had  to  survive  on  streets  or  in  aban¬ 
doned  buildings.  Since  its  existence,  the 
Methodist  Home  has  seen  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  children  come  through  its  doors. 

The  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital  is  a  general  hospital  in  the  East 
Gentilly  area  of  New  Orleans  serving  pa¬ 
tients  from  the  southern  portion  of  the 
state,  along  with  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast.  This  facility  offers  complete  qual¬ 
ity  medical  care,  providing  a  Christian 
environment  in  addition  to  medical  ser¬ 
vices  for  those  less  fortunate. 

Pendleton  provides  a  wide  range  of 
community  health  educational  programs 


through  Wellspring,  the  hospital's  health 
education  department.  These  courses 
usually  pertain  to  areas  of  CPR  and  par¬ 
enting.  Provided  on  a  regular  basis, 
these  classes  are  often  free  to  the  public. 

A  community  facility  offering  daycare 
to  the  central  city  area  of  New  Orleans, 
the  People’s  Community  Center  uses  its 
Christian  environment  and  variety  of 
services  to  promote  the  development  of 
spiritual,  physical  and  mental,  as  well 
as  social  and  emotional  well  being. 

Giving  to  these  institutions  through  the 
Good  Samaritan  Offering  has  declined 
within  these  past  few  years.  We  have  yet 
to  even  come  close  to  our  goal  of 
$500,000  for  these  special  ministries. 
This  is  indeed  our  responsibility  in  Loui¬ 
siana. 

As  a  Conference,  we  must  actively 
work  together  and  strive  to  give  them 
the  support  that  they  so  deserve.  Let  us 
all  remember  our  commitment  on  No¬ 
vember  20,  and  truly  prove  that,  we  too, 
are  Good  Samaritans. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


St.  Luke-Simpson  in  Lake  Charles  has 
formed  a  Covenant  relationship  with 
Lewis  and  Dottie  Gibbs  who  are  Mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Kenya. 

What  is  a  Covenant  Relationship?  It  is 
when  a  congregation  pays  $1,000  toward 
the  support  of  a  Missionary  or  Mission¬ 
ary  family.  They  in  turn  keep  the  donor 
church  informed  through  correspon¬ 
dence,  exactly  what  type  of  work  they 
are  performing  and  how  it  is  carried  on. 
When  they  return  on  furlough,  the  church 
is  entitled  to  a  visit  and  report  on  their 


work  and  progress. 

Presently,  the  Gibbs  are  teaching  at 
the  Methodist  Training  Institute  near  the 
small  town  of  Meru,  about  180  miles 
north  of  Nairobi  on  the  slope  of  Mt.  Ke¬ 
nya.  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dunbar  is  Pastor  of 
St.  Luke-Simpson. 

St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Metairie  expresses  many 
thanks  to  the  willing  hands  and  hearts 
who  helped  with  Work  Day  on  September 
17,  1988.  Cash  contributions  of  over  $300 


WALLS  ARE  GOING  UP  —  Construction  of  the  new  Reception  and  Emer¬ 
gency  Care  Center  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  is  progressing 
on  schedule.  By  the  time  this  news  reaches  you.  the  inside  walls  and  ceilings 
will  be  in  place.  This  new  facility  is  urgently  needed  to  help  more  children.  For 
more  Methodist  Children’s  Home  news,  please  see  the  Special  Page. 


have  allowed  the  church  to  have  mildew 
professionally  removed  from  the  patio 
ceilings  and  purchase  additional  sod  for 
the  new  sidewalk  area  on  Auburn  Street. 
Rev.  J.  Roddy  Taylor  is  Pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  the 
Springhill  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston  kicked  off  their  outreach  pro¬ 
gram  for  mothers  with  a  “Mother’s  Day 
In"  luncheon  at  the  church  Wednesday, 
October  19.  The  time  was  billed  as  “Ex¬ 
citing  Soup  Day,”  and  was  celebrated 
10:00  a.m.  to  1:00  p.m.  in  Baxter  Hall. 
There  was  plenty  of  time  for  fellowship, 
and  devotion  time  was  geared  toward  the 
interest  of  mothers.  In  addition,  a  free 
lunch  and  babysitter  were  provided. 
Local  attorney,  Mary  Ellen  Halterman, 
who  headed  the  project,  presented  ‘‘A 


Modern  Look  at  Proverbs  31.”  Rev. 
Charles  B.  Humphreys  is  Pastor. 

*  *  * 

Centenary  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Franklinton  recently  held  a  covered  dish 
dinner  on  October  9.  The  1989  budget  and 
church  goals  were  discussed.  New  Dis¬ 
trict  Superintendent,  Rev.  Warren  Blake- 
man,  chaired  the  Conference  and 
provided  the  opening  devotional.  Rev. 
Willis  W.  Dear  is  Pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Mount  Zion  United  Methodist 
Church  “Sanctuary  Choir”  is  being  pre¬ 
sented  in  concert  by  William  Houston,  Jr. 
on  October  28.  It  is  truly  a  wonderful  pro¬ 
duction.  Everyone  is  invited  to  attend. 
Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is  Pastor  of  the 
New  Orleans  church. 


November  Conference  Calendar 

4  CWU  World  Community  Day 

5  UMM  Executive  Committee,  Pineville 

5-6  Junior  High  Retreat,  Caney  Conference  Centre  (10:00  a  m.  on  5th  until  1:00 
p.m.  on  6th) 

9-11  Board  of  Governors  Meeting,  United  Methodist  Reporter,  Dallas 
10-13  Cursillo  #13,  Tall  Timbers 

11  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  9:30  a.m. 

12  UMW  School  of  Christian  Missions  Committee  Meeting 

12- 13  Junior  High  Retreat,  Camp  Istrouma  (10:00  a.m.  on  12th  until  1:00  p.m.  on 

13th) 

13- 18  Council  of  Bishops  Regular  Semi-annual  Meeting,  St.  Simon,  Georgia 

17  CrossLines  Board  Meeting,  Istrouma  Church,  10.00  a.m. 

17  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

19  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  10:00  a.m. 

20  Good  Samaritan  Observance 

20-23  Senior  High  Camp,  Caney  Conference  Centre 
27  United  Methodist  Student  Day 

29-Dec.  1  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Convocation  on  Racism  and  Joint  Training 
Event,  Executive  Inn,  Dallas,  Texas,  10:00  a.m. 
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Do  we  have  a  ‘double  standard’? 


A  Southern  Baptist  ethicist’s  recent 
call  for  pastors  to  model  high  moral 
standards  is  noteworthy  both  for  what  it 
does  and  does  not  mention. 

According  to  the  Baptist  Press,  Dr. 
Henlee  Barnette,  emeritus  professor  of 
Christian  ethics  at  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
says  ministers  “must  walk  worthily"  of 
their  calling  if  they  are  to  maintain  the 
respect  of  their  congregations. 

Dr.  Barnette  lists  some  five  character¬ 
istics  of  morally  upright  pastors:  a  “genu¬ 
ine  experience  of  redemption  in  Christ," 
honesty  in  all  relationships,  intellectual 
maturity,  emotional  maturity,  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  a  life  of  humble  service. 

Dr.  Barnette's  call  is  a  constructive  re¬ 
minder  of  the  need  for  and  content  of 
Christian  moral  conduct.  His  advice  is  par¬ 
ticularly  fitting  during  a  time  when  pastors 
attract  more  negative  than  positive  atten¬ 
tion  because  of  widely  publicized  moral 
failings  of  prominent  clergy  members. 

What  Dr.  Barnette  does  not  mention, 
however,  is  an  equally  important  off¬ 
shoot  of  the  latter  reality. 

The  visibility  given  by  the  media  to  sex¬ 
ual  and  financial  scandals  involving  minis¬ 
ters  frequently  obscures  a  basic  truth: 
Every  follower  of  Christ  is  called  to  a 
similarly  high  standard  of  moral  con¬ 
duct  (see,  for  example,  Matthew  16:24). 

That  truth  in  no  way  lessens  the  need 
for  Christian  leaders  to  be  models  of 
moral  integrity.  Viewed  properly,  how¬ 
ever,  the  so-called  “double  standard”  of 
moral  conduct  for  members  of  the  cler¬ 
gy  is  not  a  different  standard  at  all. 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


Rather,  the  same  moral  standard  ap¬ 
plies  to  both  lay  and  ordained  people. 
But  it  has  differing  implications  depend¬ 
ing  on  who  breaches  it. 

The  traditional  emphasis  on  clergy 
morality  underscores  a  specific  reality. 
Namely,  the  credibility  of  clergy  mem¬ 
bers  as  Christian  leaders  is  severely  and 
often  permanently  damaged  when  they 
breach  Christian  norms  of  moral  con¬ 
duct. 

A  corresponding  reality  is  less  fre¬ 
quently  emphasized  and  often  ignored: 
The  credibility  of  the  faith  we  proclaim 
is  undermined  when  the  moral  integrity 
of  any  Christian  is  compromised.  The 
cause  of  Christ  suffers,  often  in  ways  we 
never  know,  when  those  who  follow  Him 
violate  God’s  laws. 

By  contrast,  Christians— lay  and  or¬ 
dained— whose  lives  reflect  consistently 
high  moral  standards  witness  to  God's 
power  to  transform  and  work  through 
our  sinful  human  nature.  The  joy  that 
typically  accompanies  that  witness  is 
more  than  ample  reward  for  living  lives 
worthy  of  our  calling. 

Lay  and  ordained  Christians  should  ex¬ 
hibit  a  renewed  awareness  of  the  obliga¬ 
tion— and  opportunity— each  has  to  "go 
on  to  perfection"  in  the  Christian  life  and 
should  seek  ways  to  encourage  and  up¬ 
hold  one  another  in  that  endeavor. 

A  prayer  of  the  Psalmist  could  well 
serve  as  a  motto  for  all  of  us  in  that  chal¬ 
lenging  task:  "Let  not  those  who  hope  in 
thee  be  put  to  shame  through  me,  0 
LORD  God  of  hosts"  (Psalm  69). 
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Here  I  Stand 

Missions  agency  funding  crisis  must  not  recur 


By  KENNETH  W.  HICKS 

The  issue  surrounding  the  financial 
plight  of  the  National  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  is  complex  and  disconcert¬ 
ing  (see  UMR, 

Sept.  9,  23,  30  and 
Oct.  7.  21). 

The  most  satis¬ 
fying  factor  is 
that  moneys  given 
to  the  cause  of  the 
national  mission 
enterprises  went 
to  those  endeav-  Bishop  Hicks 
ors  and  supports.  They  are  some  of 
the  most  extensive  efforts  of  mission 
and  ministry  that  exist  anywhere. 

It  may  also  be  said  that  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  this  division  is  one  of 
the  most  visible  and  widely  reviewed 
manifestations  of  our  church.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  this  work  will  be 
highly  scrutinized,  critiqued  and  per¬ 
meated  with  human  judgment. 

The  National  Division  is  in  so  many 
places  and  at  work  in  so  many  human 
predicaments.  It  involves  hundreds  of 
personnel  who  have  some  part  in  the 
administration  of  these  enterprises. 
To  be  seen  is  to  be  judged! 

So  up  to  this  point,  there  is  so  much 
good  being  done  in  so  many  localities 
that  we  can  be  proud  that  our  money  is 
serving  humanity  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

One  must  turn  the  page  over,  howev¬ 
er,  for  another  part  of  the  story.  Within 
the  National  Division,  as  within  the  mis¬ 
sion  board  itself  it  is  obvious  that  a 


breakdown  in  communications  and  in¬ 
terpretations  has  resulted.  That  break¬ 
down  has  left  many  of  our  directors  and 
general  constituency  with  questions  as 
to  the  effectiveness  of  the  system. 

The  question,  "How  could  such  a 
thing  happen?”  is  a  natural  and  quite 
legitimate  one. 

Something  went  wrong 

As  one  who  served  as  a  director  on 
the  National  Program  Division  and 
was  president  of  the  division  for  the 
past  four  years,  I  thought  I  was  fairly 
close  to  the  situation,  but  something 
went  wrong. 

We  had  a  hard-working  finance 
committee. 

The  Missions  Development  Commit¬ 
tee,  which  is  the  planning  arm  of  the  di¬ 
vision,  carefully  planned  the  projected 
programs  to  be  presented  to  the  divi¬ 
sion  for  consideration.  This  consider¬ 
ation  included  budget  content  as  well. 

In  addition,  there  was  the  audit  pro¬ 
cess  of  the  division  and  of  the  board. 
But  these  steps  were  not  enough. 

It  is  impossible  for  an  elected  di¬ 
rector  to  appear  behind  the  curtain  at 
475  Riverside  Drive  [the  New  York 
City  office  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries]  each  week  and 
scrutinize  the  politics,  complexities 
and  dynamics  taking  place  on  a  daily 
basis.  The  inconsistencies  in  and  con¬ 
sequences  of  administrative  decisions 
are  difficult  to  sort  out. 

Nevertheless,  I  have  difficulty  know¬ 
ing  how  a  group  of  National  Division 


directors  could  be  any  more  dedicated 
and  hard-working  than  those  assigned 
to  any  of  the  other  divisions  within  the 
mission  board. 

One  thing  I  have  learned  is  that  fig¬ 
ures  on  paper  don’t  tell  the  story!  If  it 
is  not  told  frankly  or  timely  enough, 
there  will  be  trouble.  I  will  probably 
never  understand  our  plight  fully. 

The  staff  I  had  experience  with 
were  and  are  plausible  people  and,  I 
believe,  dedicated  to  their  jobs.  Lula 
Garrett,  during  her  brief  time  as  the 
division's  acting  chief  executive,  has 
acted  with  promptness  and  dispatch 
in  alerting  us  to  the  situation.  She  is 
to  be  commended. 

But  the  story  wasn’t  told  with 
enough  fire  and  brimstone,  and  the 
scenarios  weren’t  provided  with  clar¬ 
ity  for  early  adjustments.  If  we  as  di¬ 
rectors  are  not  hearing  the  warnings 
to  take  heed  or  if  we  are  not  seeing  the 
yellow  flags,  we  should  be  locked  in  a 
room  by  the  administration  of  the 
board  and  kept  there  until  we  hear  and 
see  the  truth  of  the  situation. 

The  urgency  was  not  vivid  enough, 
and/or  the  system  is  not  delineated 
adequately  for  the  members  of  the 
board  to  get  the  message.  What 
should  have  been  communicated 
wasn’t  communicated  in  a  timely  and 
vivid  fashion. 

Directors  are  practical  people 

Our  staff  members  are  anxious  to  do 
all  they  can  with  the  resources  they 
have,  but  they  are  practical  people 


also.  They  are  capable  of  hearing  and 
dealing  with  the  truth  if  it  is  before 
them  in  raw  reality. 

We  must  rectify  the  manner  in 
which  data  comes  to  us.  We  must  un¬ 
derstand,  and  whatever  it  takes  must 
be  applied.  The  information  must  be 
assimilated.  The  figures  must  say 
what  they  mean,  and  the  conse¬ 
quences  as  well  as  the  opportunities 
must  be  clearer. 

Accountability  takes  on  many 
forms,  and  it  must  be  applied  across 
the  board  to  personnel,  including  staff 
members  and  elected  directors. 

I  am  one  of  many  who  regret  that 
the  information  leading  up  to  our  pres¬ 
ent  situation  wasn’t  comprehensible 
enough  to  make  better  judgments.  I 
speak  as  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
last  quadrennium  who  regrets  whatev¬ 
er  it  was  that  brought  us  to  this  place. 

The  funds  have  been  faithfully  ap¬ 
plied  but  not  faithfully  managed.  They 
have  been  faithfully  given  but  not  faith¬ 
fully  interpreted.  We  must  never  expe¬ 
rience  another  episode  with  the 
comparative  suddenness  of  this  one.  We 
must  be  faithful  with  each  other. 

It  is  neither  effective  nor  humane 
to  have  our  recent  experience  reoc¬ 
cur.  God  is  counting  on  us. 

Bishop  Kenneth  W.  Hicks  is  episco¬ 
pal  leader  of  United  Methodism’s 
Kansas  Area.  He  was  president  of  the 
National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
during  the  1985-88  quadrennium. 


Let’s  stop  4they-bashing’  and  start  seeing 

Pontius'  Puddle 


I’D  LIKE  TO  WOtfK 
FOR  PEACE  ON 
EARTH,  LORD, 
BUT  WHAT  CAM  , 
OME  PERSON  DO< 


WWAT  CAM  ONE 
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WHAT  CAN  ONE  | 
PERSON  DOT 
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NATION  DOT 

WHAT  CAN  ONE] 
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WHAT  CAN 
ONE  PERSON 
DOR 


Grief  can  be  a  slow  process  and  often 


To  the  Editor: 

Really,  when  are  we  going  to  get  tired 
of  “they-bashing"? 

The  Rev.  Harold  Bruen’s  “Here  I  Stand” 
article  headlined,  “Are  our  church  leaders 
really  listening  to  local  concerns,”  was  the 
latest  in  a  long  line  of  divisively-thinking 
writers  who  need  to  reflect  on  what 
they’re  saying  (see  UMR,  Sept.  30). 

The  statement  being  made  more  and 
more  is  that  our  elected  representatives, 
from  the  district  to  the  general  church  level, 
aren’t  listening,  aren't  responsive,  aren’t  in 
touch  with  the  local  church  and  don’t  care. 

Point  One:  “They”  are  still  “we,”  even 
after  election,  and  need  to  be  lovingly  re¬ 
garded  as  such.  We  can  expect  to  decline 
further  in  membership  and  fail  in  our  mis¬ 
sion  to  build  the  kingdom  if  our  leader-col¬ 
leagues  are  widely  regarded  as  “they.” 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book .  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“You  know  how  to  interpret  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  but  you  can¬ 
not  interpret  the  signs  of  the  time” 
(RSV). 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


( Last  week’s  answer :  Psalm  131 : 1-2) 

Readings  for  week  of  Oct.  30 
Monday:  Psalm  119:1-32 
Tuesday:  Psalm  119:33-48 
Wednesday:  Deuteronomy  6:1-9 
Thursday:  Hebrews  7:1-22 
Friday:  Hebrews  7:23-28 
Saturday:  Mark  12:13-27 
Sunday:  Mark  12:28-34 
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Point  Two:  If  “they"  are  poor  repre¬ 
sentatives,  whose  fault  is  that?  Most  of 
our  officials  are  either  elected  by  the  an¬ 
nual  conference  or  placed  in  the  nomi¬ 
nating  ‘‘pool’’  by  them.  The  annual 
conference's  membership  comprises  of 
two  groups,  lay  and  clergy. 

The  majority  of  clergy  membership  in 
conferences  is  made  up  of  active  pastors, 
and  not  those  on  special  appointment, 
with  retired  pastors  swelling  the  ranks 
of  those  actively  leading  local  churches. 
How  have  they  become  seen  as  out  of 
touch  with  the  grass  roots? 

Almost  all  of  the  lay  members  in  con¬ 
ferences  are  elected  by  their  local 
churches.  Is  it  possible  for  them  to  be  out 
of  touch?  If  so,  does  not  the  burden  of  fault 
lie  with  those  local  churches  who  elect 
anybody  who  drags  along  the  pike  that  is 
willing  to  go  out  of  town  next  June?  In  the 
three  churches  I’ve  served,  we  have  elect¬ 
ed  only  people  who  could  be  described  as 
fine  Christians  who  possess  keen  minds. 

If  you  would  reform  the  character  of 
our  general  and  conference  boards  and 
agencies,  begin  by  strengthening  the  pool 
from  which  they  come  and  by  which  they 
are  elected. 

Also,  recommend  the  practice  of  elect¬ 
ing  the  cream  of  the  crop  as  lay  member 
to  all  local  churches. 

And,  please,  stop  speaking  as  though 
“they”  were  somehow  not  a  part  of  “us” ! 

Raymond  G.  Lockley 
San  Francisco,  California 

Help  mourners  remember 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Rev.  Stuart  Allen’s  article  on  help¬ 
ing  mourners  printed  in  the  Oct  14  “Here 
I  Stand”  was  excellent.  However,  I  felt  Mr. 
Allen  left  out  an  important  “don’t.” 

Don’t  quit  mentioning  the  person  who 
has  died.  I  know  most  people  think  it’s 
painful  for  the  one  left  behind  to  hear 
their  deceased  loved  one’s  name  but 
from  experience  I  can  tell  you  it  is  much 
more  painful  never  to  hear  their  name. 

It’s  as  though  everyone  but  you  has  for¬ 
gotten  he  ever  lived,  the  kind  things  he  did, 
the  funny  things  he  said,  the  love  he  gave. 

The  person  in  my  church  who  has 
helped  me  the  most  in  the  year  and  a 
half  since  my  husband  was  killed  in  a 
traffic  accident  is  the  man  who  tells  me 
how  much  he  too  misses  Mike  and  re¬ 
members  with  me  the  fond  memories. 

I  guess  what  I’m  trying  to  say  is,  don’t 
expect  someone  who’s  grieving  to  bury 
the  memories  at  the  same  time  as  they 
bury  the  person. 


By  CLAIRE  CHILES 

Way  back  at  the  beginning  of  my  un¬ 
folding  consciousness  I  was  in  a  Sunday 
school  class  with  oth¬ 
er  little  ones. 

One  day  my  teach¬ 
er  gave  us  a  card 
with  a  picture  of  a 
beautiful  person  with 
his  arms  around 
some  little  kids. 

I  blurted  out, 

“Who  is  that?” 

She  said,  "That  is 
little  children.” 

That  did  it.  That  card  became  my 
treasure  and  I  pretended  that  the  beauti¬ 
ful  person  had  his  arms  around  me  too.  I 
had  never  seen  my  human  father  and 
when  I'd  ask  where  he  was  my  grand¬ 
mother  told  me  not  to  ask  questions. 

But  one  day  at  Sunday  school  I  worked 
up  the  nerve  to  ask  where  Jesus  was— I 
had  to  find  out  more  about  him.  My 
teacher  answered,  "He's  in  heaven.” 

That  did  it  again.  From  then  on  the 
search  has  continued.  I  had  to  know 
more  about  that  beautiful  man  who 
loved  all  the  little  kids— and  me.  When¬ 
ever  anyone  would  ask  me  where  my  fa- 


what  is  most  needed  is  someone  to  under¬ 
stand  that  you  still  need  to  remember. 

Karen  Brueggen 
Piedmont,  Oklahoma 

Where  was  missions  board? 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wish  to  affirm  the  Oct.  7  “Here  I 
Stand"  article  headlined,  “UMC  must  re¬ 
tain  covenant  with  deaconesses." 

Deaconesses  are  connected  to  the  United 
Methodist  Church  through  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  The  Deaconess 
Program  Office  is  a  disciplinary  one  and 
assigned  to  the  National  Division  of  the 
missions  agency  for  administration. 

Where  was  the  General  Board  of  Glob¬ 
al  Ministries  when  the  National  Division 
closed  the  General  Conference  mandated 
Deaconess  Program  Office? 

Since  deaconesses  belong  to  the  whole 
of  United  Methodism,  we  have  just  rea¬ 
son  to  question  this  serious  action. 

Gerald  C.  Krueger 
Birmingham,  Alabama 

May  veil  fall  from  eyes 

To  the  Editor: 

In  an  Oct.  7  Letter  to  the  Editor,  Ralph 
Maynard  of  Kissimee,  Fla.,  equated  fem¬ 
inists  with  Nazis. 

I  question  the  editor’s  wisdom  in  pub¬ 
lishing  such  a  letter,  but  perhaps  free 
speech  really  exists.  If  if  does,  my  letter 
had  better  be  printed,  too. 

If  the  writer  were  to  compare  the  philos¬ 
ophies  of  those  of  his  mindset  and  feminists 
to  the  Nazi  and  Christian  philosophies,  I 
wonder  what  the  result  would  be?  Jesus 
said  that  all  are  the  same  in  the  eyes  of 
God  and  that  being  male  or  female  is  of  no 
consequence  in  God’s  realm. 


ther  was  I'd  make  believe  and  answer, 
“He’s  in  heaven.” 

You  know  and  I  know  that  God  put 
that  burning  and  yearning  desire  in  us  in 
order  to  fulfill  it  in  the  fullness  of  his 
timing.  Anything  worth  having  is  never 
easy  to  acquire.  I  reflect  on  the  years  of 
searching.  The  alcohol  and  pills.  Any¬ 
thing  to  dull  the  misery  of  unsatisfied 
longing. 

It  took  the  unconditional  love  of  spirit- 
filled  people  of  God  at  a  camp  to  lay 
hands  on  me  and  pray  a  prayer  of  faith 
over  me.  It  took  that  to  birth  me  into  the 
knowledge  of  who  I  really  was  and  am— 
a  child  of  God.  We  are  all  God’s  children. 
God  has  no  grandchildren. 

Then  came  the  Bible  studies  and— God 
be  praised— the  four  Gospels  where  Je¬ 
sus  really  took  front  and  center  stage.  I 
didn’t  know  what  he  had  but  I  knew  that 
I  had  to  have  it— like  Moses  said  in  the 
Ten  Commandments:  “For  me  there  is 
no  peace  of  spirit  until  I  hear  the  word  of 
God  from  God  himself.” 

Right  now  while  I  sit  here  before  this 
rusty,  dusty  and  musty  machine  trying  to 
get  it  to  say  what  I  can’t  put  into  words, 
I’ll  try  and  take  a  stab  at  it. 

I  believe  God  created  and  fashioned 


The  Nazis,  on  the  other  hand,  clearly 
demonstrated  by  their  extermination  of 
the  Jews  that  they  do  not  believe  that  all 
are  the  same  in  the  eyes  of  God.  Femi¬ 
nists  are  fulfilling  God’s  will  by  promot¬ 
ing  sexual  equality  on  earth.  Are  those 
who  are  thwarting  such  equality  more 
like  Jesus  or  the  Nazis? 

To  maintain  that  God  is  masculine  is 
absurd.  How  can  spirit  be  masculine? 
Consider  the  Bible  verses  that  say  that 
God  is  love  and  that  God  is  spirit  and 
that  those  who  worship  God  must  wor¬ 
ship  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

We  frail  humans  think  of  God  as  mas¬ 
culine  because  a  religion  can  never  be 
separated  from  the  culture  in  which  it  is 
practiced. 

The  Christian  faith  has  absorbed  the 
male  dominance  of  the  culture.  Perhaps 
God  is  considered  “Father”  because  God 
is  powerful  and  fathers  have  had  more 
power  than  mothers. 

As  our  culture  recognizes  the  conflict 
of  male  dominance  with  Jesus’  message, 
we  have  the  right  and  obligation  to  ad¬ 
just  our  religion  to  approach  Jesus’ 
teachings. 

By  the  grace  of  God,  the  veils  may  fall 
from  the  eyes  of  even  the  most  fervently 
sexist  of  human  beings. 

Dianne  K.  Urban 
Manhattan,  Kansas 

We  must  allow  choice 

To  the  Editor: 

God  planted  two  trees  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  allowing  humanity  free  choice,  in¬ 
cluding  the  choice  to  view  or  not  to  view 
the  film,  "The  Last  Temptation  of  Christ." 

If  Christ  was  not  tempted  sexually  as 
part  of  His  human  nature  then  He  was 
not  tempted  as  we  are.  We  cannot  deny 


his  human  “beans”  for  his  very  own  and 
I  believe  that  the  life-cycle  that  his  be¬ 
loved  son,  Jesus,  lived  in  his  days  of  the 
flesh,  shows  us  how  and  what  to  expect.  I 
believe  it  is  our  inheritance  that  God 
planned  it  that  way  before  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  this  beautiful  universe.  He  had  us 
in  mind  then. 

I  have  been  completely  captivated  by 
the  miracles  Jesus  performed.  But,  and 
it  is  a  big  "but,”  I  only  have  to  look  into 
my  mirror  to  see  one  of  God's  greatest 
miracles  of  all  times— me.  Praise  God 
for  his  divine  blueprint  for  our  lives. 
There  is  no  other  way  to  go,  it’s  first 
class  all  the  way. 

I’ve  tried  them  all.  I  am  an  authority 
now. 

“My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Claire  Chiles  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Stillwater,  OK 
(Oklahoma  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to:  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,”  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275.  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


the  idea  that  Christ  was  also  human  as 
well  as  divine. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Scriptures  de¬ 
pict  Jesus'  life  on  earth  as  one  of  ques¬ 
tioning  His  role  and  He  did  struggle  with 
the  Messiah  responsibility. 

His  questioning  of  Peter  after  the 
transfiguration  and  His  prayer  in  the 
garden  the  night  He  was  arrested  seem 
to  indicate  a  Jesus  who  was  torn  between 
His  human  side  and  His  divinity. 

The  film  depicts  Jesus  as  overcoming 
the  temptation  of  stepping  down  from 
the  cross  and  living  a  human  life.  Christ 
had  that  option.  To  deny  the  struggle 
Christ  had  is  to  deny  Jesus'  human  na¬ 
ture  and  to  deny  evidence  of  Scripture. 

Regardless  of  our  views  of  the  movie, 
I  ask,  do  we  have  a  right  to  force  our  mo¬ 
rality  and  sense  of  right  and  wrong  down 
the  throats  of  those  who  opt  not  to  be¬ 
lieve  as  we  do?  Do  we  have  a  right  to  cut 
down  a  tree  that  God  planted— a  tree  of 
temptation?  Do  we  have  a  right  to  deny 
free  will  and  choice? 

Whether  I  like  or  dislike  the  movie, 
whether  I  approve  of  it  or  not,  is  not  the 
question.  God  allowed  humanity  choice 
and  for  me  to  deny  choice  to  anyone  is 
changing  God’s  plan  for  humankind. 

Rick  Branford 
Palmer,  Massachusetts 

Focus  should  be  on  truth 

To  the  Editor: 

Regarding  Bernice  Walker’s  Letter  to 
the  Editor  headlined,  "Don’t  jazz  up  Gos¬ 
pel,”  what  is  needed  is  a  balanced  diet 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  14). 


Jesus  taught  in  the  vernacular  of  his 
time,  even  when  He  quoted  the  time-hon¬ 
ored  prophets.  Bach  wrote  “new”  music 
in  1700!  Fanny  Crosby  was  pretty 
"swingy"  for  1900. 

I  wouldn’t  doubt  that  each  met  with 
some  criticism  from  "traditionalists” 
who  perhaps  felt  it  unseemly  to  present 
the  message  in  a  “modern”  vessel. 

May  I  suggest  that  truth  can  be  trans¬ 
mitted  in  many  packages.  Indeed,  some 
folks  still  think  that  the  King  James  Ver¬ 
sion  is  the  real  word  of  God. 

I  agree  that  no  music,  anthem,  ser¬ 
mon,  prayer  or  scripture  reading  is  go¬ 
ing  to  please  everybody,  and  that  a 
steady  diet  of  one  style  of  worship  tends 
to  lose  effectiveness.  However,  the  an¬ 
swer  lies  in  maintaining  a  good  mix. 

Let’s  admit  that  the  message  of  God  is, 
at  best,  carried  in  earthly  vessels,  and 
there’s  not  much  we  can  do  about  that. 
But  the  focus  should  be  on  the  truth  that 
is  carried  in  word  and  music. 

Sure,  there  are  times  when  I  am  in  the 
spirit  for  Bach’s  majesty,  but  sometimes 
a  guitar  would  better  express  my  joy.  If 
the  art  of  the  moment  is  in  good  taste 
(which  is  a  value  judgment),  but  doesn’t 
fit  my  personal  moment  with  God,  I  try 
to  "grin  and  bear  it,”  though  I  often  do 
more  "bearing”  than  "grinning!” 

Hopefully,  the  Holy  Spirit  will  speak 
through  the  medium  to  my  heart  and  it  just 
might  be  the  thing  that  inspires,  sustains 
and  speaks  to  my  neighbor  in  the  pew! 

C.  Carson  Parks 
Nashville,  Tennessee 

Let  them  run  for  office 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  amazed  at  the  reasons  given  for 
the  proposed  reorganization  of  the 
Northeastern  Jurisdiction  as  reported  in 
the  Sept.  30  Reporter. 

It  seems  to  me,  if  our  bishops  want  to 
be  in  politics,  let  them  run  for  office.  Too 
often  their  views  reflect  their  own  politi¬ 
cal  views  with  little  if  any  theological  re¬ 
flection. 

My  local  church  does  not  hear  my  po¬ 
litical  views,  so  why  must  we  constantly 
hear  the  liberal  views  of  our  bishops? 
Let  the  bishops  stay  home  and  take  care 
of  their  own  conferences  and  we  will  no 
longer  have  a  declining  church! 

Donald  J.  Johnson 
Monticello,  Indiana 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church's  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 


My  Witness 

T  had  to  find  out  more  about  Jesus9 


Claire  Chiles 
Jesus,  blessing  the 
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Budget  4in  the  black’  promised  for  National  Division 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— The  top  priority  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
meeting  Oct.  17-21  in  New  York,  was  to  get  the 
board’s  National  Division  budget  back  in  shape 
after  nearly  four  years  of  overspending  that 
damaged  the  division’s  fiscal  health. 

The  remedy:  Place  the  division  on  a  strict  fis¬ 
cal  diet,  trimming  the  current  year’s  budget  to 
$17,136,512. 

This  is  the  second  time  this  year  the  National 
Division’s  budget  has  been  cut  to  curb  over¬ 
spending  that  rose  to  nearly  $2  million  between 
1983  and  1987. 

Last  March,  National  Division  directors  left 
the  1988  budget  at  $18,078,517. 

But  on  Aug.  12-14,  one  of  the  final  recommen¬ 
dations  made  by  the  division’s  outgoing  (1985-88) 
joint  committee  on  finance  and  mission  develop¬ 
ment  was  to  reduce  the  1988  budget  to 
$17,536,512. 

Last  month,  newly  elected  and  returning  di¬ 


rectors  were  greeted  with  news  of  personnel 
cuts  that  involved  11  executive  positions  and  six 
support  staff. 

‘Must  end  in  the  black’ 

National  Division  president  Bishop  F.  Herbert 
Skeete  (Boston  Area)  explained: 

"I  think  it’s  imperative  to  end  in  the  black  to 
send  a  signal  to  the  church  that  we  are  serious 
about  controlling  this  situation. 

“We  are  going  on  a  strict  austerity  program 
for  the  next  two  months  to  turn  this  thing 
around.” 

By  the  end  of  last  week’s  meeting,  National 
Division  directors  had  approved  nearly  $400,000 
in  additional  budget  cuts,  which  included: 

•  $85,000  from  executive  staff  travel; 

•  $15,000  from  a  budget  to  hire  new  executives; 
•$25,000  by  freezing  the  hiring  of  support 

staff  and  engaging  no  additional  consultants  and 
temporary  employees; 

•  tin  non  hy  delay’ll?  programs  i" 


Children  and  Youth  in  Jeopardy  Initiative: 

•  $129,000  from  emerging  mission  opportunities. 

•$54,000  in  reductions  for  the  Parish  Minis¬ 
tries  program  unit,  ($20,000  new  mission  oppor¬ 
tunities,  $7,000  women  and  families,  $10,000  in 
interpretation  and  $17,000  in  general  areas.) 

•  $35,000  in  reductions  from  institutional  min¬ 
istries  unit  (church  and  community  ministries; 
$5,000  for  US-2’s,  the  program  recruiting  young 
adult  misionaries  serving  two  years;  and  mission 
training,  $19,000); 

•  $40,000  from  the  National  Division  adminis¬ 
tration  budget. 

The  division  asked  the  full  board  to  approve 
the  cuts,  ". . .  allowing  for  adjustments  to  be 
made  within  the  total.” 

The  1989  budget  was  recommended  as 
$17,319,129. 

To  keep  the  budget  balanced,  a  joint  budget 
committee  of  finance  and  mission  development 
directors  will  check  on  the  National  Division 


monthly,  through  income  and  expense  state¬ 
ments,  and  make  quarterly  recommendations  to 
keep  the  budget  in  balance. 

Delinquent  loans  reported 

Directors  also  approved  a  plan  to  appoint  an 
interim  committee  to  review  delinquent  congre¬ 
gational-development  loans  made  to  local 
churches  and  delinquent  payments  on  mortgage 
loans  for  Global  Ministries  executive  staff. 

National  Division  treasurer  Brenda  Norwood 
told  the  Reporter  that  98  delinquent  church 
loans  are  on  file,  but  an  exact  amount  of  the  de¬ 
linquent  balance  was  not  available. 

The  mortgage  loans  to  certain  executives  are 
made  under  a  long-standing  board  policy  of 
helping  them  relocate  in  the  New  York  area. 
Payments  are  made  via  payroll  deductions  and 
payments  are  accelerated  upon  an  executive’s 
separation  from  the  board. 

Directors  decided  to  amortize  the  1987  operat¬ 
ing  deficit  of  $367,465  in  the  regular  budget  over 


a  five-year  period,  beginning  with  $75,000  in 
1989,  $175,000  in  1990,  and  other  amounts  in  sub¬ 
sequent  years  until  the  deficit  is  absorbed. 

In  other  action,  the  division  approved: 

•  Grants  to  mission  programs  totaling 
$369,530,  including  requests  for  funding  of 
$361,430  through  the  Women’s  Division; 

•Recommendations  to  continue  to  relate  to 
the  town  and  country  network,  urban  network, 
community  indigenous  and  black  community  de¬ 
velopers,  church  and  community  ministries,  dea¬ 
coness  and  home  missionaries,  and  the  National 
Committee  on  Korean-American  Ministries; 

•Forty-three  ethnic  minority  local  church 
missional  priority  funding  requests  totaling 
$306,500  in  the  following  categories:  salary  sup¬ 
plement,  $57,500;  outreach  ministries,  $129,000, 
and  church  extension,  $120,000. 

More  reports  on  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  be  published  in  a  subsequent  is¬ 
sue  of  the  Reporter. 


Women  place  ‘strings’ 
on  missions  support 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— Beginning  in  1989,  the 
$5  million-plus  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  national  mission  agency  re¬ 
ceives  annually  from  its  sister  unit  in  the 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries— the  Women’s  Division— will  come 
with  strings  attached. 

Women’s  Division  directors,  who  help 
fund  other  divisions  of  the  board,  voted 
last  week  to  demand  that  the  National 
Division  adopt  new  guidelines  of  fiscal 
accountability  and  to  withhold  $5,120,854 
approved  for  domestic  mission  work  un¬ 
til  the  conditions  are  met. 

New  conditions  include: 

•  A  policy  setting  the  amount  and 
sources  of  funds  staff  can  spend  without 
directors'  approval. 

•  Starting  in  1990,  freezing  the  budget 
limit  at  the  amount  of  the  previous 
year’s  receipts— excepting  the  World 
Service  allocation  received  for  national 
missions  and  the  Women’s  Division  ap¬ 
propriation,  since  those  amounts  are  de¬ 
termined  annually  through  procedures 
outside  the  division. 

•Limiting  spending  from  other  in¬ 
come  to  current  receipts  unless  ade¬ 
quately  budgeted  from  other  sources. 

Wilodyne  Hooper  of  Santa  Fe,  Texas, 
chairperson  of  the  appropriations  com¬ 
mittee,  told  the  Reporter  that  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  was  also  concerned  about 
budget  cuts  in  the  National  Division’s 
program  for  UM-related  institutions, 
such  as  school  and  community  centers 
that  have  historically  provided  ministries 
to  women  and  children. 

“It’s  not  a  punitive  measure,  but  we 
have  to  be  accountable  for  what  we  ex¬ 
pend  as  the  Women’s  Division,”  said  Ms. 
Hooper.  “These  are  undesignated  gifts 
that  come  from  almost  30,000  local  units. 

“Those  local  units  are  expecting  us  to 
ask  the  question,  ‘Are  we  being  wise 
stewards?  Are  our  dollars  that  come 


from  all  those  local  United  Methodist 
Women  being  spent  wisely?’  ” 

Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  for  the  1.2  mil¬ 
lion  United  Methodist  Women,  said  this 
action  was  not  a  new  policy  set  by  the 
Women’s  Division  just  for  National  Divi¬ 
sion.  She  told  the  Reporter  that  the  divi¬ 
sion  attached  strings  to  the  use  of  funds 
given  to  the  World  Division  in  1975. 

Ms.  Sohl  said  the  United  Methodist 
Book  of  Discipline  gives  the  Women’s  Di¬ 
vision  the  right  to  put  “specific  designa¬ 
tions  and  time  limits”  on  its  gifts.  If  the 
funds  are  not  spent  for  that  purpose 
within  the  specified  time  period,  she 
said,  unspent  funds  are  to  be  returned  to 
the  division. 

She  also  reminded  directors  that  the 
division’s  bylaws  dictate  that  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  cannot  build  a  budget  that 
exceeds  what  it  has  received  the  previ¬ 
ous  year. 

The  National  Division  finance  com¬ 
mittee  agreed  early  last  week  to  “accept 
the  recommendation  in  principle’’  and  to 
develop  a  plan  of  action  to  bring  to  the 
board’s  Spring  1989  meeting. 

However,  in  a  final  plenary  on  Oct.  21, 
the  Women’s  Division  refused  to  grant 
the  delay. 

The  National  Division,  it  reaffirmed, 
must  show  the  Women’s  Division  before 
Jan.  1  that  all  conditions  have  been  met. 

“We’ll  have  to  develop  some  financial 
policies  through  a  telephone  conference 
call  or  some  other  method,”  said  Carolyn 
Hopkins  of  Cairo,  Ga. 

Ms.  Hopkins  is  chairman  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Division  finance  committee  and  a 
Women’s  Division  member. 

Women’s  Division  directors  approved 
$19,168,327  in  total  appropriations  for 
1989,  up  from  $18,573,298  in  1988. 

That  includes  the  National  Division  al¬ 
location  and  an  equal  amount  for  World 
Division,  $7,820,175  for  Women’s  Division 
and  $1,106,444  to  Mission  Education  and 
Cultivation. 


Audit  panel,  outside  firm 
report  concern  on  finances 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK  — “I’ve  never  seen  as 
much  interest  in  the  finances  of  an  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  (dur¬ 
ing  a  meeting]  as  I’ve  seen  by  the 
directors  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.” 

Those  were  the  words  of  the  Rev.  Karl 
K.  Stegall  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  chairman 
of  the  board’s  finance  committee,  when 
the  board  met  in  New  York  last  week. 

The  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
external  audit  was  the  subject  most  dis¬ 
cussed  by  the  committee  on  finance.  Indi¬ 
vidual  audits  of  the  board,  its  departments 
and  its  units  were  completed  by  the  ac¬ 
counting  firm  of  Price  Waterhouse. 

The  accounting  firm  recommended 
that  the  board  reevaluate  compensation 
and  other  employee  benefits  because, 
said  the  firm,  the  board’s  policies  are  not 
sufficiently  competitive  to  attract  quali¬ 


fied  technical  employees  such  as  com¬ 
puter  and  accounting  staff. 

The  accounting  firm  also  recommend¬ 
ed  that  the  board  establish  an  internal 
audit  function,  independent  of  all  other 
departments,  divisions,  and  agencies  of 
the  Global  Ministries  board. 

The  report  said  there  was  “inadequate 
documentation  that  mortgage  loans  for 
staff  executives  and  loans  to  local 
churches  for  congregational  develop¬ 
ment  had  been  actively  investigated  or 
collection  efforts  implemented.” 

"Mortgage  loans”  in  the  auditor’s  report 
refers  to  loans  made  under  long-standing 
board  policy  to  help  new  staff  executives 
find  housing  in  the  New  York  area,  with 
payments  made  via  payroll  deductions 
and  payments  accelerated  upon  an  execu¬ 
tive’s  separation  from  the  board. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


In  a  World 
in  Economic 
Crisis.  .  .  . 
The  Poor 
Grow  Even 
Poorer. 


CHURCHES 
IN  CRISIS 


Millions  of  children  have  been  abandoned  on  the  streets  of  Brazil’s  cities. 
Some  spend  their  nights  at  the  garbage  dumps,  salvaging  paper  and  glass. 
In  Bolivia  out-of-work  miners  are  selling  their  furniture  to  buy  food  and 
clothing  for  their  children. 

The  churches  are  so  poor  they  may  not  be  able  to  reach  out. 

In  Bolivia  pastors  earn  $50  a  month  in  an  economy  where  it  takes  $150 
a  month  to  feed  a  family.  In  Sierra  Leone  a  bag  of  rice,  the  staple  food, 
costs  $10— more  than  the  average  pastor’s  monthly  salary. 


The  Bishops'  Appeal  for  Partner  Churches  in  Crisis 
seeks  $9  million  to  respond  to  these  needs. 


Please  give  generously.  Designate  your  gift  “Bishops’  Appeal  for 
Partner  Churches  in  Crisis,”  #010068-0. 


World  Program  Division  •  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


GENERAL  BOARD  OF  GLOBAL  MINISTRIES  PHOTO  BY  JOHN  C.  GOODWIN 

NEW  YORK— Directors  of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  assist 
with  communion  during  a  commissioning  service  of  32  United  Methodist 
missionaries  on  Oct.  19.  The  service  at  New  York’s  Metropolitan-Duane 
United  Methodist  Church  was  one  highlight  of  the  board’s  week-long  semi¬ 
annual  meeting. 


One  swims,  other  struggles 

Separate  legal  status 
keeps  finances  apart 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  YORK— How  can  one  division  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
be  in  troubled  financial  waters  while  an¬ 
other  is  swimming  along  easily  despite  a 
potential  budget  shortfall  this  year  of 
more  than  $1  million? 

It  is  quite  simple,  says  the  mission 
agency’s  general  treasurer. 

Each  division  is  a  separate,  legal  cor¬ 
poration,  said  Stephen  F.  Brimigion. 

Thus,  each  of  the  board's  three  pro¬ 
gram  divisions— World,  National  and 
Women’s— must  develop  and  account  for 
its  own  sources  of  funds. 

The  National  Division  was  forced  to 
make  severe  budget  cutbacks  and  elimi¬ 
nate  staff  positions  because  its  recent 
budgets  ate  up  the  division’s  fund  bal¬ 
ances  and  ran  into  the  red  (see  related 
story.) 

Even  the  World  Division’s  current  $22 
million  budget  could  wind  up,  in  a  “worst 
case  scenario,"  with  a  $1,264,558  short¬ 
fall,  said  Mr.  Brimigion. 

The  scenario  involves  actual  receipts 
from  voluntary  giving  by  church  mem¬ 
bers  falling  more  than  $1  million  short  of 
projections,  he  said. 

Considering  historic  giving  patterns, 
that  is  unlikely,  said  Mr.  Brimigion.  He 
said  contributions  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year  usually  make  up  about  40 
percent  of  the  annual  total. 

But  unlike  the  National  Division,  even 
a  “worst  case  scenario”  poses  no  imme¬ 
diate  danger  that  the  World  Division  will 
run  out  of  funds,  said  Mr.  Brimigion. 

The  World  Division’s  financial  com¬ 
mittee  has  more  than  $3.7  million  in  “un¬ 


designated  funds”  to  which  it  could  turn 
to  cover  its  budget,  the  treasurer  said. 

Too,  there  are  more  than  $22  million 
in  other  funds— designated  but  un¬ 
spent— that  the  World  Division  could  use 
to  meet  a  fiscal  emergency.  An  example 
of  that  kind  of  designated-but-unspent 
fund  is  the  Collins  Pension  Fund,  desig¬ 
nated  for  missionary  programs  and 
benefits. 

But  World  Division  directors  have  nev¬ 
er  used  that  fund  of  slightly  more  than 
$14  million  for  other  purposes,  according 
to  Mr.  Brimigion. 

The  World  Division  also  has  a  perma¬ 
nent  and  “untouchable”  investment  port¬ 
folio  of  almost  $35  million.  Some  of  its 
interest  earnings  not  otherwise  restrict¬ 
ed  are  used  to  fund  division  projects. 

Despite  the  threat  of  a  shortfall  in  the 
1988  budget,  the  World  Division’s  direc¬ 
tors  last  week  approved  a  $2.3  million  in¬ 
crease  to  expand  its  missions  program 
for  next  year. 

To  cover  any  shortfall.  World  Divi¬ 
sion’s  finance  committee  recommended 
that  a  “first  claim”  initially  be  made  on 
five  fund  sources  (amounting  to  about 
$1.75  million)  including: 

•Undesignated  legacies  in  excess  of 
$600,000. 

•  Net  gain  on  stock  sales. 

•Interest  income  that  has  not  been 
budgeted. 

•A  fund  designated  for  medical  mis¬ 
sionary  support. 

•  Contributions  to  the  second-mile 
General  Advance  mission-support  pro¬ 
gram  by  local  church  members  who  do 
not  designate  a  particular  project  to 
which  their  money  is  to  go. 


Fetterman,  Germany  get  mission  posts 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— The  Rev.  Brian  Adams 
Fetterman  of  Tyrone,  Pa.,  has  been 
elected  deputy  general  secretary  of  the 
United  Methodist  National  Division. 

The  178  directors  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  made  the  decision 
last  week. 

Dr.  Fetterman  succeeds  the  Rev.  Rene 
Bideaux,  who  resigned  earlier  this  year. 

The  newly-confirmed  executive  served 
30  years  in  local  churches  in  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Conference  and  was  a  su¬ 
perintendent  for  that  conference’s  Har¬ 
risburg  District  from  1981-87. 

Dr.  Fetterman  began  serving  as  a  con¬ 
sultant  to  the  division  on  Oct.  3,  pending 
his  election. 

Concern  over  the  search  process  and 
pool  of  applicants  for  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  post  became  so  intense  that  it  was  a 
primary  topic  during  a  2  1/2  hour  closed 
personnel  session  of  directors  of  the  board. 

Prior  to  his  election,  Dr.  Fetterman 
responded  to  a  concern  that  he  did  not 
have  adequate  experience  to  lead  a  pro¬ 
gram  with  a  $17.3  million  budget. 

Quoting  the  person  who  recommended 
him  for  his  new  job— Bishop  Felton  May 
(Harrisburg  Area)— he  gave  a  challenge 
to  directors. 

“You  are  the  people  of  God.  You  are  in 
relationship,  not  competition.  You  are 
the  people  of  God.  Act  like  it!  That’s 
what  we  need  as  a  vision  for  the  qua- 
drennium  ahead.  We  need  to  put  fear  and 
distrust  aside  and  get  on  with  the  task  of 
diakonia— service.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany,  a  long¬ 
time  executive  staff  member  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  world  mission 
agency,  has  been  named  interim  head  of 
the  agency’s  World  Division. 

During  the  interim,  he  has  “full  power 
to  act  just  as  if  he  were  elected"  to  the 
post,  a  board  attorney  assured  directors. 

Dr.  Germany,  66,  told  the  Reporter  he 
had  planned  to  retire  in  December  after 
23  years  with  the  board  but  will  stay  un¬ 
til  a  permanent  successor  to  Dr.  Peggy 
Billings  is  selected. 

“I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  provide  some 
continuity  in  the  board,”  he  said,  calling 
the  opportunity  a  "dollop  of  God’s  grace” 
daubed  on  the  end  of  a  41-year  missions 
career. 

Dr.  Germany,  a  Colorado  native,  was  a 
missionary  in  Japan  from  1947  to  1964. 
Since  1973,  he  has  been  the  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  for  program  administra¬ 
tion  in  the  World  Division. 

The  interim  executive  praised  his  pre¬ 
decessor’s  work  in  the  division  and  told 
directors  he  was  especially  grateful  for 
his  colleagues'  support. 


In  a  decision  announced  last  spring 
which  drew  protests  from  some  church 
quarters,  Dr.  Billings  was  not  renominat¬ 
ed  to  the  post  she  had  held  since  1984. 

No  reason  was  given  for  that  decision. 

Following  last  spring’s  action,  some 
directors  criticized  the  board’s  personnel 
process;  others  and  some  division  execu¬ 
tives  protested  Dr.  Billings’  dismissal  as 
arbitrary  and  unfair. 

In  a  separate  personnel  action,  the 
world  mission  board  also  reopened  its 
search  for  an  executive  to  head  the  new¬ 
ly-created  boardwide  committee  on  mis¬ 
sion  evangelism. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Parker,  a  consultant 
with  the  agency,  had  been  considered  a 
frontrunner  for  that  position  last  March. 

But,  questions  over  the  board’s  general 
personnel  policies— raised  after  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  Dr.  Billings’  dismissal- 
postponed  the  expected  vote  on  the  evan¬ 
gelism  post.  Directors  subsequently  de¬ 
cided  to  renew  the  search  for  an 
evangelism  executive. 

—GLEN  LARUM 


The  Rev.  Brian  Fetterman 
. .  .  netc  missions  executive 


The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany 
.  .  .  interim  world  missions  chief 


Come,  Share,  Rejoice’  adopted 
as  four-year  fund-raising  theme 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodists  will 
receive  repeated  invitations  to  “Come, 
Share,  Rejoice”  during  the  next  four 
years. 

That’s  the  slogan  for  the  first  unified 
approach  to  raising  money  for  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  apportioned 
funds,  special-day  offerings  and  desig¬ 
nated  second-mile  gifts. 

Elected  members  of  the  General  Com- 
mission  on  Communication  learned 
about  the  new  fund-raising  theme  during 
their  Oct.  19-22  organizational  meeting 
for  the  1989-92  term. 

The  40-member  commission  oversees 
operations  of  United  Methodist  Commu¬ 
nications,  which  provides  materials  to 
promote  the  denomination’s  14  askings. 

The  "Come,  Share,  Rejoice"  slogan, 
selected  after  a  two-year,  $125,000  mar¬ 
ket-research  project,  is  to  appear  on  all 
fund-raising  materials— printed  and  au¬ 
diovisual-starting  in  January  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  1992. 

"Our  goal  is  to  have  church  members 
recognize  ‘Come,  Share,  Rejoice’  as  the 
overall  theme  for  financial  commitment 
in  the  church  and  to  see  each  fund  as 
part  of  a  whole,”  said  the  Rev.  Donald  E. 
Collier,  chief  executive  of  the  commis¬ 
sion’s  Division  of  Program  and  Benevo¬ 
lence  Interpretation. 


"Come,  Share,  Rejoice”  emerged  from 
more  than  30  slogans  tested  by  market 
researchers,  Mr.  Collier  said. 

“It  was  identified  as  having  the  best 
chance  of  bringing  a  positive  reponse 
from  United  Methodist  people,"  Mr.  Col¬ 
lier  said.  "It’s  positive,  upbeat,  modern 
and  adaptable  to  all  14  funds. 

In  the  past,  he  noted,  each  denomina¬ 
tional  appeal  had  its  own  promotional 
material.  Nothing  showed  how  the 
causes  fit  into  the  overall  ministry  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

Market  research  found  that,  as  a  re¬ 
sult,  church  members  generally  didn’t 
recognize  the  names  of  the  14  church 
askings  and  didn't  know  what  kinds  of 
ministries  each  asking  supported,  Mr. 
Collier  said. 

The  executive  said  he  hopes  that  by 
1991  most  United  Methodists  will  recog¬ 
nize  the  “Come,  Share,  Rejoice”  slogan 
and  identify  it  with  appeals  to  support  a 
coordinated  program  of  worldwide  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  ministries. 

To  reach  that  objective,  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  is  distributing  to 
denominational  leaders  a  two-inch  thick 
“Come,  Share,  Rejoice  Guide  to  Church¬ 
wide  Giving." 

“We  think  this  guide  is  the  first  to 
gather  basic  information  about  all  the 
general  church  funds  in  one  place,”  Mr. 
Collier  said. 


“We  feel  so  good  about  it  that  we  are 
promising  pastors  they  can  save  one  day 
a  year  by  using  it.  They  will  have  all  the 
information  they  need  for  finance  com¬ 
mittees.  administrative  boards  or  coun¬ 
cil  on  ministries  all  in  one  place.” 

The  three-ring  notebook  guide  has 
gone  to  all  bishops  and  district  superin¬ 
tendents  as  well  as  to  certain  annual  con¬ 
ference  officials,  Mr.  Collier  said.  It  is  to 
be  delivered  to  all  pastors  in  November. 

“The  response  from  district  superin¬ 
tendents  and  others  who  have  seen  the 
guide  has  been  overwhelmingly  posi¬ 
tive,"  Mr.  Collier  said. 

The  guides,  which  cost  the  communi¬ 
cations  agency  about  $10  each  to  pro¬ 
duce,  aren’t  intended  to  be  read  “from 
front  to  back,”  Mr.  Collier  said. 

“If  pastors  will  just  read  the  introduc¬ 
tion  and  become  familiar  with  the  con¬ 
tents,  then  they  can  use  it  like  a 
dictionary  when  questions  come  up.” 

The  guide  contains  seven  sections,  in¬ 
cluding  the  introduction.  Four  provide 
information  about  different  categories  of 
UM  fund  appeals.  One  gives  an  overview 
of  the  1989-92  denominational  budget. 
Another  lists  resources  available  for  pro¬ 
moting  various  askings. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
plans  a  detailed  evaluation  of  the  “Come, 
Share,  Rejoice”  approach  to  fund-raising 
in  1991.  Mr.  Collier  said. 
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Expanded  chaplains9  corps  heals  wounds 
of  spirit  at  Houston’s  Methodist  Hospital 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


HOUSTON— The  Rev.  Brian  Gowen  conducts  a  memorial  service  for  a  hospital  staff  member  at  Wiess  Memori¬ 
al  Chapel  at  The  Methodist  Hospital.  Mr.  Gowen  is  part  of  a  chaplains  corps  that  has  more  than  tripled  in  the  past 
16  months,  as  the  hospital  has  elevated  its  capacity  for  spiritual  care  to  match  its  health-care  expertise. 
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Teen  leader 
advocates 
for  UM  youth 

By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

NASHVILLE— A  down-to-earth  atti¬ 
tude.  a  rare  capacity  for  discipline  and  a 
deep  desire  to  serve  others  have  brought 
16-year-old  Jenny  DeVoe  to  the  top  of 
United  Methodism’s  youth  leadership. 

The  high  school  senior  from  Helena, 
Mont.,  is  1988-89  chairwoman  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Youth  Ministries  Organization,  af¬ 
filiated  with  the  denomination’s  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

Miss  DeVoe  represented  NYMO  (pro¬ 
nounced  KNEE-moe)  at  Discipleship ’s 
organizing  meeting  Oct.  4-7. 

“I  want  youth  to  see  that  they’re  part 
of  the  church  today  and  that  they  have  a 
voice,”  Miss  DeVoe  told  the  Reporter.  “I 
want  to  advocate  for  youth  to  adults.” 

Two  million  United  Methodist  youth 
could  hardly  have  a  more  skilled  advo¬ 
cate— or  one  to  whom  adults  would  be 
more  likely  to  listen. 

Her  national  United  Methodist  office 
is  the  pinnacle  of  a  year’s  accomplish¬ 
ments  that  testify  to  Miss  DeVoe’s  drive, 
discipline  and  commitment  to  service. 

She  is: 

•  A  member  of  St.  Paul’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Helena,  where  she  has 
served  four  years  on  the  staff-parish  re¬ 
lations  committee; 

•  President  of  the  Yellowstone  Annual 
Conference  Youth  Ministries. 

•Student  council  president  at  Helena 
High  School,  where  she  also  participates 
in  band  and  choir. 

•A  peer  counselor  at  the  Montana 
Teen  Institute  for  teens  with  alcoholism 
problems. 

Last  summer  she  was  governor  of 
Montana  Girls’  State,  an  annual  civics 
event,  sponsored  by  the  American  Le¬ 
gion  Auxiliary,  that  teaches  girls  about 
democratic  government. 

She  was  an  organizer  of  Helena’s 
“Cherish  Life”  program,  a  series  of 
weekend  activities  intended  to  offer 
teens  safe  alternatives  to  pastimes  in¬ 
volving  drugs  and  alcohol. 

All  this  activity  directly  relates  to  the 
experiences  she  has  had  in  United  Meth¬ 
odist  youth  ministry,  Miss  DeVoe  told  the 
Reporter. 


Editor  of  church  school 
publications  resigns 

NASHVILLE— The  Rev.  Orion  N. 
Hutchinson  Jr.,  editor  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  church  school  publications,  has  an¬ 
nounced  his  resignation  effective  Jan.  1, 
1989. 

A  United  Methodist  Publishing  House 
release  said  Dr.  Hutchinson  will  accept  a 
ministerial  appointment  in  the  Western 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference. 

Dr.  Hutchinson  will  continue  to  write 
church  school  publications  and  to  partic¬ 
ipate  in  training  for  the  “Disciple”  Bible 
study  introduced  during  his  tenure. 

UM  seminary  student  wins 
Catholic  video  contest 

DAYTON,  Ohio  (RNS) — A  student  at  a 
United  Methodist  seminary  has  won  the 
first  prize  in  a  video  contest  sponsored 
by  The  Christophers,  a  Catholic  organi- 
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Jenny  DeVoe 

.  .  .  leads  UM  youth  organisation 


“When  I  was  13  I  attended  my  first 
NYMO  convocation,’’  she  explained. 
“Some  of  the  older  youth  helped  me  on 
my  spiritual  journey.  Because  of  them,  I 
want  to  give  back  what  they  gave  to  me. 

I  want  to  give  my  talents  to  leadership. 
That’s  been  my  dream.” 

One  of  her  responsibilities,  one  she 
shares  with  other  steering  committee 
members,  is  to  oversee  fundraising  and 
disbursement  of  the  Youth  Service  Fund. 

The  fund  is  composed  of  contributions 
from  United  Methodist  youth.  Thirty  per¬ 
cent  of  the  fund  pays  for  administration 
and  programs  of  the  national  organiza¬ 
tion’s  office  in  Nashville. 

The  remaining  70  percent  is  used  for 
ministries  that  benefit  youth  around  the 
world. 

“The  steering  committee  administers 
nearly  $100,000  per  year,”  she  said. 
"We’re  able  to  fund  about  20  projects  re¬ 
lated  to  youth  each  year.  One  project  we 
funded  last  year  was  educational  materi¬ 
als  about  the  problems  of  teen-age  par¬ 
enting  for  youth  in  Guam.” 

Miss  DeVoe  said  she  hasn’t  settled  on  a 
career.  She  intends  to  pursue  a  broad  lib¬ 
eral  arts  education  but  is  not  sure  what 
college  she’ll  attend  when  she  graduates 
next  year. 

Whatever  her  scholastic  future  might 
be,  Miss  DeVoe  is  sure  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  will  continue  to  be  an  im¬ 
portant  part  of  her  life. 

“I  want  to  share  my  spiritual  journey 
with  others,  to  help  them  discover  where 
they  are  in  Christ,”  she  said. 


zation  that  promotes  Christian  values  in 
the  mass  media. 

Jonathan  Clark  of  United  Theological 
Seminary  in  Dayton  won  over  entrants 
from  more  than  60  other  colleges  and 
universities  with  a  video  titled  “If  I  Had 
a  Hammer.” 

Youth  organization  elects 
its  first  executive  director 

NASHVILLE— The  United  Methodist 
National  Youth  Ministry  has  hired  its 
first  executive  director,  a  position  creat¬ 
ed  by  the  restructuring  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  that  took  place  at  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

Jack  B.  Harrison  will  become  the  or¬ 
ganization’s  chief  administrator  on  Jan. 
1,  1989.  He  was  elected  Oct.  7  by  vote  of 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  upon 
recommendation  of  the  youth  organiza¬ 
tion’s  steering  committee. 

Executives  named  to  head 
Higher  Education  units 

NASHVILLE— Executives  were 
named  last  week  to  head  two  units  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry. 

Dr.  Ken  Yamada,  a  staff  member  in  the 
board’s  Division  of  Higher  Education, 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

HOUSTON— The  Rev.  Brian  Gowen, 
barely  a  week  into  his  chaplaincy  at  The 
Methodist  Hospital,  stood  before  a  small 
gathering  in  the  Wiess  Memorial  Chapel. 

Behind  Mr.  Gowen  on  the  altar  rail 
was  a  color  portrait  of  nurse  Gloria  Go¬ 
mez  and  her  family.  Before  him  were 
Mrs.  Gomez’s  co-workers,  friends  and 
family,  who  had  come  to  mourn  her 
death  from  cancer. 

"We’ve  come  here  today  for  what  I 
call  a  coronation  service,”  the  young 
chaplain  told  them.  "We’re  gathered 
here  to  place  a  crown  on  Gloria’s  head, 
to  crown  her  life  of  quiet  ministry  in  the 
name  of  Christ.” 

One  by  one,  the  mourners  shared  their 
remembrances  of  Mrs.  Gomez  at  the  en¬ 
couragement  of  Mr.  Gowen,  a  Gospel  As¬ 
sembly  clergyman,  and  the  Rev.  Paul  L. 
Polk,  a  United  Methodist  intern  chaplain. 

New  era  dawns 

The  presence  of  the  two  chaplains— 
even  the  memorial  service  itself— provid¬ 
ed  evidence  of  the  new  era  of  The  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital’s  chaplaincy  program. 

A  chaplains'  corps  that  for  years  num¬ 
bered  no  more  than  three  has  become  a 
cadre  of  10,  with  two  more,  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  priests,  expected  shortly. 

They  minister  to  the  staff  and  patients 
of  The  Methodist  Hospital  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Rev.  Julian  L.  Byrd  Jr.,  a 
United  Methodist. 

Mr.  Byrd,  a  member  of  the  Texas  An¬ 
nual  Conference,  has  spent  his  entire 
ministry  as  a  hospital  chaplain  at  Hous¬ 
ton’s  internationally  known  Texas  Medi¬ 
cal  Center.  Currently  he  is  president  of 
the  College  of  Chaplains  of  the  American 
Protestant  Health  Association.  He  is  also 
president-elect  of  the  Association  for 
Clinical  Pastoral  Education. 

Gripe  leads  to  job 

Mr.  Byrd  came  to  his  current  position 
by  way  of  a  gripe. 

About  two  years  ago,  Mr.  Byrd  ap¬ 
proached  Larry  Mathis,  chief  executive 
officer  of  The  Methodist  Hospital,  to 
complain  about  the  hospital’s  chaplaincy 
program. 


moved  up  to  lead  employees  in  that  divi¬ 
sion.  He  will  oversee  relations  with  125 
UM-related  colleges  and  schools  as  well 
as  outreach  through  campus  ministries. 

The  Rev.  Judith  E.  Smith,  a  former 
editor  in  The  Upper  Room  Section  of  the 
General  Board  of  Discipleship,  was 
named  head  of  the  board’s  Office  of  In¬ 
terpretation.  In  that  job  she  will  direct 
the  board’s  communications  and  public 
relations  programs. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

United  Methodist  giving 
up  3  percent 

EVANSTON,  Ill.  (UMNS)— Receipts 
for  20  domestic  and  international  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
were  3  percent  higher  in  the  first  three 
quarters  of  1988  than  the  same  period  a 
year  ago. 

Through  Sept.  30,  almost  $61  million 
was  received  by  the  church’s  General 
Council  on  Finance  and  Administration 
based  in  Evanston.  The  comparable  1987 
total  was  $59  million. 

Among  benevolence  funds,  One  Great 
Hour  of  Sharing  was  up  5  percent;  World 
Communion,  almost  11  percent;  World 
Order  Sunday,  32  percent;  and  “Advance 
Specials,”  6  percent. 


“It  just  bothered  me,  as  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman,  that  The  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  supported  by  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  didn’t  have  a  chaplaincy  program 
to  match  its  health-care  expertise,”  Mr. 
Byrd  said. 

Mr.  Mathis  immediately  offered  the 
job  of  revamping  the  chaplains’  program 
to  Mr.  Byrd— who  at  first  declined. 

Mr.  Byrd  said  his  conscience  began 
bothering  him  about  his  refusal.  Then, 
prompted  further  by  what  Mr.  Byrd  jok¬ 
ingly  called  the  “collusion”  of  Mr.  Ma¬ 
this  and  United  Methodist  Bishop 
Benjamin  R.  Oliphint  (Houston  Area),  he 
accepted  the  position. 

Developments  cited 

Today,  about  16  months  later,  the  chap¬ 
laincy  program  at  The  Methodist  Hospital 
has  achieved  national  accreditation  and 
new  vitality  with  astonishing  speed.  Mr. 
Byrd  cited  several  developments: 


Reporter  Staff  Special 
NASHVILLE— United  Methodists  need 
to  strengthen  ties  with  their  church-re¬ 
lated  schools,  the  head  of  the  UM  higher 
education  board  believes. 

“We  must  bring  the  church  and  the 
academy  closer  in  shared  life  and  com¬ 
mitment  if  we  are  to  fulfill  our  mission,” 
the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson  told  members 
of  the  denomination’s  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  Oct.  13. 
Recently  approved  establishment  of  a 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— United  Methodist-relat¬ 
ed  Southwestern  University  in 
Georgetown,  Texas,  was  ranked  number 
one  in  its  class  in  a  recent  ranking  of  the 
top  colleges  and  universities  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States. 

Eight  United  Methodist-related 
schools  were  rated  in  the  top  25  in  at 
least  one  category  of  "America’s  Best 
Colleges,”  a  special  report  published  in 
the  Oct.  10  issue  of  “U.S.  News  and 
World  Report." 

Southwestern  was  the  only  top-ranked 
school  with  United  Methodist  affiliation. 

There  are  84  four-year  colleges  and 
universities  related  to  the  church  in  the 
United  States. 

In  hailing  Southwestern,  the  article 
cited  the  school’s  endowment  of  more 
than  $80,000  for  each  of  its  1,100  stu¬ 
dents,  comparable  to  such  national  uni¬ 
versities  as  Emory  in  Atlanta— also 
United  Methodist  and  highly  rated— and 
Columbia  in  New  York. 

Also  lauded  were  the  school’s  top¬ 
flight  faculty  (more  than  90  percent  have 
doctorates),  newly  enlarged  library  and 
cream-of-the-crop  student  body  (South¬ 
western's  1988-89  freshman  class  aver¬ 
aged  1,102  in  SAT  scores,  122  points 
above  the  entering  class  in  1980). 

The  school  also  was  commended  for 
tripling  its  enrollment  of  people  of  color 
since  1982  to  13  percent. 

Other  United  Methodist  schools  which 
received  high  marks  in  the  “U.S.  News” 
ranking: 

•Duke  University,  Durham,  N.C.,  and 
Emory  University,  Atlanta,  ranked  12th 
and  22nd  respectively  out  of  204  national 
universities  (Duke  also  ranked  14th  in  the 
“reputation”  category); 

•llinois  Wesleyan  University,  Bloo¬ 
mington,  Ill.,  ranked  an  impressive  No.  2 
of  167  “small,  comprehensive  colleges,” 
that  is  those  with  between  1,500  and  2,500 
students  and  which  award  more  than 


•  The  program  has  been  approved  as  a 
training  site  for  intern  chaplains  by  the 
Association  for  Clinical  Pastoral  Educa¬ 
tion.  Two  women  and  four  men  have  been 
selected  as  the  first  residents.  They  repre¬ 
sent  the  United  Methodist,  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist,  United  Church  of  Christ  and  Society  of 
Friends  (Quakers)  denominations. 

•The  chaplaincy  program  connects 
with  local  churches  by  offering  part- 
time  clinical  pastoral  training  for  clerics 
and  coordinating  lay  volunteers. 

•  Quarterly  memorial  services  are  held 
to  help  nurses,  doctors  and  others  cope 
with  their  grief  at  the  loss  of  patients. 

•  A  healing  service,  including  interces¬ 
sory  prayer  and  laying-on  of  hands,  is 
held  twice  a  month. 

•Regular  worship  services  have  in¬ 
creased.  The  goal  is  to  hold  daily  worship 
in  the  soon-to-be-completed  120-seat  cha¬ 
pel  and  to  add  small  “worship  centers” 


$100  million  fund  to  generate  money  for 
scholarships  may  help  churches  and  col¬ 
leges  better  understand  their  common 
mission,  he  said. 

The  remarks  were  part  of  Dr.  Ireson’s 
chief  executive’s  report  to  the  95  elected 
directors  of  his  agency. 

“There  has  been  a  drift  between  the 
church  and  academia,”  Dr.  Ireson  said. 
“Each  has  gone  its  own  way  after  the  im¬ 
pact  of  the  ’60s.  Each  views  the  other 
with  some  suspicion  and  as  a  stranger.” 


half  their  undergraduate  degrees  in  two 
or  more  occupations  or  professions; 

•In  addition  to  No.  1 -ranked  South¬ 
western,  Alaska  Pacific  University,  An¬ 
chorage;  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
Delaware,  Ohio;  Wofford  College,  Spar¬ 
tanburg,  S.C.;  and  Wesleyan  College,  Ma¬ 
con,  Ga.,  ranked  4,  12,  19,  and  22, 
respectively,  of  418  regional  liberal  arts 
schools. 

These  schools  offer  more  than  half 
their  baccalaureate  degrees  in  arts  and 
sciences. 

Alaska  Pacific’s  fourth-place  showing 
is  especially  sweet  for  a  school  that  12 
years  ago  closed  its  doors  for  a  year  in 
the  face  of  financial  crisis. 

But  under  the  leadership  of  immediate 
past  president,  the  Rev.  Glenn  A.  Olds, 
and  now  the  Rev.  F.  Thomas  Trotter,  the 
school  with  1,400  students  has  regained 
its  academic  and  financial  standing. 

The  only  four-year  private  university 
in  Alaska,  the  school  was  called  “a  trea¬ 
sure  in  our  midst”  on  the  editorial  page 
of  "The  Anchorage  Times”  Oct.  7  issue. 


throughout  the  hospital. 

•Chaplains  supervise  counseling  on 
tissue  and  organ  donations. 

•  Chaplains  give  guidance  in  biomedi¬ 
cal  ethics  issues. 

Mr.  Byrd,  who  serves  on  the  hospital’s 
biomedical  ethics  committee,  is  to  lead 
an  ethics  seminar  for  nurses  in  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  seminar  is  to  cover  such  thorny 
topics  as  human  need  vs.  high-tech  medi¬ 
cal  care;  the  ability  of  high-tech  care  to 
stabilize  dying  but  not  enhance  living;  the 
individual  nature  of  each  bio-ethical  deci¬ 
sion;  and  the  ethical  questions  involved  in 
caring  for  critically  ill  newborns. 

“I  view  every  Christian  in  this  hospital 
as  having  a  tremendous  opportunity  to 
witness  to  their  faith  and  minister  to  oth¬ 
ers,”  Mr.  Byrd  said. 

“Our  job  as  chaplains  is  to  help  them 
learn  how  to  do  that  consciously  and  de¬ 
liberately.” 


As  a  result,  Dr.  Ireson  told  the  Report¬ 
er,  United  Methodists  sometimes  feel 
like  outsiders  at  UM-related  schools. 
Likewise,  college  representatives  often 
feel  like  strangers  at  church  meetings. 

To  close  the  gap,  college  presidents, 
church  leaders  and  church  members 
must  recognize  their  common  interest  in 
higher  education,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

"Their  (colleges’)  students  are  the  for¬ 
mer  children  of  the  church,”  he  noted. 
“Our  hope  for  their  future  is  shared  by 
the  church  and  college. 

"Our  mission  is  the  same— to  prepare 
and  nurture  those  young  people  so  they 
might  find  fulfillment  in  life  and  make 
their  contributions  to  God’s  world.” 

From  that  common  mission  grows  val- 
ues-oriented  instruction  noted  by  educa¬ 
tors  for  its  excellence,  he  said— such 
instruction  being  provided  in  a  nurturing 
community  that  reflects  the  influence  of 
the  church. 

“We  must  help  more  of  our  students 
receive  the  benefits  of  our  church-relat¬ 
ed  schools,"  Dr.  Ireson  told  the  board. 

But  such  help  will  take  money,  he  not¬ 
ed.  That’s  why  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence  approved  establishment  of  the  $100 
million  endowment  fund  to  generate  in¬ 
come  for  scholarships. 

“There  is  at  least  a  $3,000  differential 
[in  costs]  between  state-supported  insti¬ 
tutions  and  the  church-related  ones,”  Dr. 
Ireson  reported.  "Our  own  students  can¬ 
not  afford  our  own  schools.” 

Consequently,  many  United  Methodist 
schools  have  become  elitist  places  to  at¬ 
tend,  he  said,  contrary  to  the  primary  rea¬ 
son  those  institutions  were  started— to 
make  higher  education  more  accessible. 

Scholarships  from  the  $100  million  fund 
should  make  education  at  UM-related  col¬ 
leges  accessible  again,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

Details  about  how  the  church  plans  to 
raise  money  for  that  scholarship  fund 
are  to  be  worked  out  by  spring,  he  said. 

—DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Shearl  Products.  Rt.  #  1.  Box  46  A 
Melvin.  IL  60952.  (217)  388-2894 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES:  SI  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words  Blind  ads 
110  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap- 
proved  in  advance. 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1300  +  membership  suburban  church  in  Clearwa¬ 
ter,  Florida.  Salary  is  negotiable.  "Logos"  experi¬ 
ence  desired  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Search  Committee.  2045  Drew  Street.  Clearwater. 
FL  34625  


FULL-TIME  DIRECTOR  OF  CE/YOUTH/Singles 
Ministry  sought  by  evangelical  UM  church-  Send 
resume,  salary  requirements,  and  references  to: 
Mt  Holly  Springs  UMC.  202  W  Butler  Street,  Mt. 
Holly  Springs.  PA  17065.  (717)  486-4883. 


DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER  METHODIST  Home. 
Waco,  Texas  seeking  development  officer.  Position 
available  January  1,  1989.  Applicant  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  travel,  demonstrate  love  for  mature  adults, 
possess  good  social  skills,  good  appearance.  Pref¬ 
erence  given  to  United  Methodist  Church  back¬ 
ground.  Liberal  Arts  Degree  with  accounting, 
finance,  banking  and  economics  course  work  help¬ 
ful.  Salary  121.000  annually  plus  benefits.  Apply: 
Methodist  Home,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  TX 
76706  (817)753-0181. 


ADMINISTRATOR  OF  LEISURE  MINISTRIES 
Full-time  Administrative  and  programatic  skills 
needed.  1600-member  congregation,  new  Christian 
life  center  Salary  based  on  education  and  experi¬ 
ence  Applications  must  be  received  no  later  than 
November  15,  1988  Resumes  to:  Dr  John  Few.  St. 
John  s  UMC,  1800  Cypress  Gardens  Blvd..  Winter 
Haven.  FL  33884 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  AND 
Youth.  Growing  evangelical  church  seeks  an  indi¬ 
vidual  to  administer  educational /youth  programs. 
Experience  working  with  youth  required.  Salary 
126-28,000  Send  resume  to  James  Williams,  Lake 
Shore  UMC,  2246  Blanding  Blvd..  Jacksonville.  FL 
32210. 


METHODIST  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL  IN  OHIO 
invites  applications  for  the  position  of  academic 
dean.  Quaiificaitons  include  a  Ph.D..  commitment 
to  the  heritage  of  United  Methodist  church,  and 
leadership  experiences  in  theological  education. 
Candidates  should  send  vitae  and  three  references 
by  December  15  to:  President,  METHESCO.  3081 
Columbus  Pike,  Delaware.  OH  43015-0931  


ASBURY  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY,  a  confes¬ 
sional  evangelical  seminary  in  Wesleyan-Arminian 
tradition,  is  seeking  women  or  ethnic  minority 
candidates  for  tenure-track  position  in  New  Testa¬ 
ment  beginning  fall  1989.  Candidates  should  have 
Ph  D  ordination,  pastoral  and  teaching  experience 
preferred.  Contact:  Dr  M  R  Mulholland,  Jr..  Pro¬ 
vost,  Asbury  Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore.  KY 
40390  (606)858-3581 


1875  8-RANK.  1-MANUAL/PEDAL  Marklove 
Tracker  organ,  restored  1988  Ideal  for  small  church 
or  chapel  126.500  FOB  Troy.  NY  (518)  273-2974. 


YOUTH-YOUNG  ADULT  DIRECTOR  full-time. 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  Dunedin.  Flori¬ 
da.  Innovative  salary  package.  Large  number  of 
adults  now  involved  with  program.  Write 
Charles  Courtoy,  Box  1556,  Dunedin.  FI.  34697. 
Phone:  (813)733-4139. 


COORDINATOR  OF  OUTDOOR  MINISTRIES. 
Baltimore  Conference.  Full-time  position  responsi¬ 
ble  for  programmatic  and  administrative  over¬ 
sight  of  conference  outdoor  ministries  with  three 
campsites.  Send  resume  and  inquiries  to:  Council 
on  Ministries.  5124  Greenwich  Avenue,  Baltimore, 
MD  21229.  Atta  Outdoor  Ministries. 


FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Mary¬ 
ville.  TN.  growing  church  with  expanding  program 
now  receiving  applications  for  a  variety  of  staff 
positions-  youth,  adult  and  family  ministries.  Send 
resume  to:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  473,  Maryville.  TN 
37803  


DIRECTOR  FOR  LOCAL  CHURCH  MINISTRIES. 
The  North  Indiana  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  is  seeking  persons  (clergy  or  laity)  to 
serve  on  a  local  church  ministries  team  and  direct¬ 
ly  support  the  growth  of  churches  in  three  dis¬ 
tricts.  Applicants  should  have  experience  in  local 
church  development  with  a  commitment  to  in¬ 
creasing  worship  attendance,  church  school  atten¬ 
dance.  and  membership.  Demonstrated 
administrative  and  communication  skills,  with  the 
ability  to  relate  well  with  local  church  leaders  is 
essential.  Good  personal  health  and  freedom  to 
travel  extensively  by  auto  throughout  North  Indi¬ 
ana  is  expected  Office  facilities  in  Marion.  Indi¬ 
ana.  References  required.  Send  resume  to:  Ronald 
C.  Stoll,  Personnel  Strategies,  P.O.  Box  2382,  Elk- 
hart,  Indiana  46515.  (219)  522-3616.  


IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FULL-TIME  DCE/Mu- 
sic.  FUMC  is  a  600-member  church  in  Central 
Florida.  Responsibilities:  coordinating  Christian 
education/age-levels/choral.  Salary  negotiable. 
Submit  resume:  FUMC  455  South  Broadway  Ave., 
Bartow,  FL  33830.  


FACULTY  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE.  Tenure- 
track  positions  for  associate  professor  of  Christian 
education  and  associate  professor  of  homiletics. 
Please  apply  by  November  15  to.  Methodist  Theo¬ 
logical  School  in  Ohio.  3081  Columbus  Pike,  Dela¬ 
ware.  Ohio  45015.  Attention:  Dean  C  M.  Kempton 
Hewitt.  We  are  an  equal  opportunity  affirmative 
action  employer.  


5  sought 

2000  +  member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa.  Texas  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia¬ 
ble,  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences:  Rev  Charles  Crutchfield,  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa,  TX  79761 


YOUTH  AND  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  Minis¬ 
ter/Director  Full-time.  Growing  1500  plus-mem¬ 
ber  church  in  Tampa  Bay  area  Salary  823,000 
package  plus  rental  value  of  parsonage.  Send  re¬ 
sume  and  references.  Heritage  United  Methodist 
Church.  2680  Landmark  Drive.  Clearwater,  FL 
34621  Phone:  (813)796-1329 _ 


CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR.  NEW  POSITION  for 
managing  office  and  personnel.  Computer,  data 
processing  qualifications  required.  Other  credit 
for  degree  or  equivalent  business,  finance,  ac¬ 
counting  or  personnel  management  experience 
Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions  Send  resume  and  references  before  Novem¬ 
ber  21  to  FUMC.  260  Prima  Vista  Blvd..  Port  St. 
Lucie,  FL  34983 


DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  and 
Youth,  to  develop  a  full  youth  program,  in  Grove, 
OK  on  beautiful  Grand  Lake,  a  rapidly  growing 
area  Will  discuss  salary  at  interview.  Send  complete 
resume  to:  First  United  Methodist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
387,  Grove,  OK  74344.  or  call  (918)  786-5148  if  you 
have  any  questions.  


NIT  PICKER  CROSS.  REPRODUCTION  Coptic 
cross  from  Ethiopia,  over  400  years  old.  Ready 
for  leather,  lace,  colorful  beads.  812.99  4-  82.00 
shipping  (Texas,  add  8%  tax).  Cast  in  fine  U.S. 
pewter,  Y-8  foundry.  Jack  Riley,  9104  Moye,  El 
Paso,  TX  79925. 


VISIT  CHINA.  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL.  16 
days,  six  cities  in  China.  May  16-June  1.  1989.  For 
brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission.  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 


SINGLES  LEADERS.  WRITE  FOR  FREE  sample 
of  our  national,  monthly  newsletter.  Single  Adult 
Ministry  Information,  Institute  of  Singles  Dynam¬ 
ics.  Box  11394,  Kansas  City.  MO  64112.  Also,  semi¬ 
nars,  conferences,  church  consulting. 


"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies"  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/resource  staff 
and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Mountain 
Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38.  Woodland 
Park,  CO  80866  (719)  687-9038. 


THE  UNIVERSITY’S  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  Religious  Studies  now  offers  structured 
non-residential  programs  leading  to  the  award  of 
certificates,  bachelor’s,  master’s,  and  doctoral 
degrees.  Special  executive  DD  and  STD.  and 
church  music  programs  now  also  available.  To 
obtain  the  school's  new  special  catalog,  call  or 
write:  Fairfax  University  (Theology  Programs). 
2900  Energy  Centre.  New  Orleans.  LA  70163.  Tel: 
(504)  585-7303. 


AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write  Dr 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC.  P.O.  Box  55712.  Dept  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)981-1981 


SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  8145  week. 
8450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton 
Calhoun.  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,  627-9507. 


VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  comer  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856 _ 


CHURCH  ENRICHMENT  SEMINAR 

November  12-13,  1988 

"Custer  Road's  congregation  is  an  unusually 
vibrant  one  because  the  staff  and  hundreds 
of  lay  persons  live  out  their  commitment  to 
Christ  and  the  church  through  worship, 
_  study,  service,  and  giving  every  week. "-War¬ 
ren  Hartman,  Executive  Director  of  Research,  General  Board  of 
Discipleship. 

Experience  first-hand  the  excitement  and  dynamic  ministry  of 
Custer  Road. 

For  an  information  brochure,  call  Joan  Newman  at  (214)  596-6042. 

Custer  Road  United  Methodist  Church 
6601  Custer  Road,  Plano,  Texas  75023 
Mark  Craig,  Senior  Minister 

Sponsored  by  General  Board  of  Discipleship 


the  church  today 


Education  chief  urges  UMs  renew 
ties  with  church-related  colleges 


UM-related  colleges 
among  nation’s  best 


OCTOBER  28,  1988 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Heat’s  100-plus;  but  so  is  this  UM  layman 


By  GROVER  BRINKMAN 
and  SHIRLEY  BRINKMAN  KOCHER 

NASHVILLE,  Ill.— James  A.  Friend, 
lifelong  Methodist  and  currently  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Friendship  Manor  at  Nashville, 
Ill.,  recently  celebrated  the  start  of  his 
second  century  with  a  bang. 

He  fulfilled  a  longtime  wish  by  riding 
a  grain  combine  operated  by  a  grand¬ 
nephew,  Morris  Snead,  as  Mr.  Snead 
completed  the  season’s  harvest  in  a 
wheat  field  near  Nashville. 

"It’s  a  bit  different,  harvesting  wheat 
today  from  when  I  was  a  boy  on  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  farm,”  said  Mr.  Friend,  as  he  was 
helped  down  from  the  cab  of  the  huge 
harvester. 

Eighty  years  ago,  when  he  worked  on 


the  farm  of  his  father,  Henry  E.  Friend, 
near  Okawville,  Ill.,  wheat  and  oats  were 
harvested  with  a  binder  pulled  by  horses. 
The  binder  cut  the  grain  and  tied  the 
grain  into  bundles  with  twine.  Workers 
followed  the  machine,  set  the  bundles 
into  shocks,  usually  of  nine  sheaves,  with 
another  draped  over  the  top  as  a  rain 
cap.  Threshermen  didn’t  arrive  until 
weeks  later. 

"We  sweated  in  those  days,”  said  Mr. 
Friend.  “It  was  just  as  hot  as  today. 

"On  Wednesday  night,  we  tried  to  get 
washed  up  in  time  to  attend  a  midweek 
prayer  service  at  a  nearby  Methodist 
church.” 

Mr.  Friend,  who  at  100  is  unusually 
sound— both  physicallv  and  mentally- 


spent  most  of  his  life  in  St.  Louis  as  a 
railroad  executive. 

He  was  active  in  the  building  and 
maintaining  of  Bowman  Methodist 
Church  in  St.  Louis  and,  in  his  own 
words,  "never  missed  a  Sunday  service.” 

After  his  retirement  and  the  death  of 
his  wife,  Gwen,  he  moved  to  Friendship 
Manor  Home  to  be  near  his  relatives, 
most  of  whom  lived  in  Illinois. 

Mr.  Friend,  a  deeply  religious  man, 
never  forgot  the  admonition  of  his  father 
that  “to  harvest  the  grain  was  living 
close  to  God.”  As  the  crop  ripened  this 
year,  he  often  accompanied  some  farmer 
friend  into  the  countryside  to  view  the 
wheat. 


A  friend  knew  of  his  desire  to  ride  a 
combine  to  make  a  comparison  to  the 
harvest  of  his  youth,  so  it  was  arranged. 

"Temperatures  were  100-plus,  and  I’m 
100-plus,”  Mr.  Friend  quipped  as  he  left 
the  field.  “That’s  not  only  a  coincidence 
but  a  miracle.” 

Back  at  the  home  that  evening,  Mr. 
Friend  told  his  dinner  companions  about 
his  remarkable  day. 

“After  80  years,  I  was  a  boy  again,”  he 
said.  “I  even  remembered  the  songs  we 
sang  at  prayer  meeting  after  a  long  day 
in  the  fields!” 

Grover  Brinkman  is  a  free-lance  writ¬ 
er;  his  daughter,  Shirley,  is  a  free-lance 
photographer.  The  two  are  frequent  con¬ 
tributors  to  the  Reporter. 


Ministers’  project  salvages  food 


Society  of  St.  Andrew  gets  nonmarketahle  produce  to  food  banks 


By  ROBERT  BOCZKIEWICZ 
Religious  News  Service 

Nine  years  ago  two  United  Methodist  pastors  in 
rural  Virginia  felt  a  calling  to  devote  themselves  to 
the  cause  of  eradicating  hunger. 

Their  effort  has  evolved  into  a  $900,000-a-year  pro¬ 
gram  that  includes  an  extensive  crop  gleaning  project. 

The  Rev.  Raymond  Buchanan  and  the  Rev.  Kenneth 
Horne  left  their  pastorates  and  now  are  co-directors  of 
the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

The  world  hunger  ministry  says  it  takes  its  name 
from  the  disciple  who  was  “always  introducing  others 
to  our  Lord.”  The  society  is  based  in  the  Blue  Ridge 
Mountain  village  of  Big  Island,  Va. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Buchanan  said  that  the  Buchan¬ 
an  and  Horne  families  originally  moved  into  an  old 
farmhouse  to  have  a  subsistence  lifestyle. 

“By  using  fewer  resources  we  could  be  part  of  the 
solution,  not  part  of  the  problem,”  he  said. 

In  an  article  he  wrote,  Mr.  Buchanan  said,  "We  live 
in  a  world  blessed  by  a  loving  Creator,  a  world  well 
able  to  supply  all  the  needs  of  the  human  family. 

‘Want  is  nothing  less  than  sinful’ 

“That  any  should  lack  daily  bread  is  nothing  less 
than  sinful.  . . .  The  commodity-oriented,  product-cen¬ 
tered,  consumerism  emphasis  of  our  contemporary 
culture  has  no  place  in  the  church." 

Initially  they  taught  church  and  college  groups 
about  why  some  persons  do  not  have  enough  food  and 
what  can  alleviate  the  condition. 

One  cause,  Mr.  Buchanan  said,  is  the  waste  of  food¬ 
stuffs. 

When  challenged  by  a  farmer  about  the  extent  of 


waste,  Mr.  Buchanan  and  Mr.  Horne  got  the  farmer’s 
consent  to  gather  his  potatoes  for  hunger  relief  in  1983. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  the  ‘‘potato  project”  which 
the  society  says  has  distributed  72  million  pounds  of 
potatoes  and  other  produce  to  food  banks  for  the  needy 
in  47  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

“We’ve  not  even  scratched  the  surface  of  what  could 
be  done,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 

In  that  project,  farmers  sort  potatoes  in  the  grading 
process.  Those  that  do  not  meet  standards  are  donated 
to  the  project,  which  pays  for  extra  labor  in  the  sorting 
and  packaging. 

Other  costs  include  containers  and  freight  from 
farms  to  food  banks.  The  project  spends  about  four 
cents  a  pound  to  donate  the  potatoes  to  food  banks,  Mr. 
Buchanan  said. 

More  growers  ready 

"We  have  more  growers  who  want  to  donate  and 
more  food  relief  agencies  that  want  the  produce  than 
we  are  able  to  handle,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 

“The  only  limitation  is  raising  enough  money,”  he 
said. 

In  1985  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  began  its  "Harvest 
of  Hope”  project.  Fifty  persons,  mainly  youths  from 
middle-class  homes  where  hunger  is  unknown,  spend  a 
week  in  a  camp  near  fields  ready  for  gleaning. 

After  pre-dawn  devotions,  they  glean  for  half  a  day. 
In  the  afternoon,  they  are  taught  about  world  hunger. 

“They  are  at  an  age  where  they  are  forming  val¬ 
ues,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said.  "It  changes  their  lives.” 

The  camps  were  held  this  year  in  Virginia,  Louisi¬ 
ana  and  Texas.  Usually  the  participants  come  from  a 
half  dozen  denominations,  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 


This  year  the  society  began  its  Virginia  Gleaning 
Network.  Farmers  whose  fields  are  ready  to  be 
gleaned  call,  and  the  society  notifies  groups  with  vol¬ 
unteers  that  they  are  needed. 

Farmers  allow  gleaning  of  crops  that  do  not  meet 
size  or  appearance  standards  for  marketing. 

The  society  contacts  food  relief  agencies  to  advise 
what  type  of  produce  is  available. 

That  program  used  gleaners  from  63  churches  or 
other  groups  and  provided  tomatoes,  corn,  cabbage, 
pears,  peaches,  strawberries  and  other  crops,  Mr.  Bu¬ 
chanan  said. 

Most  of  it  was  distributed  in  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia,  but  he  said  food  banks  in  Richmond,  Norfolk, 
Charlottesville  and  Lynchburg  also  received  produce. 

In  1985  the  society  worked  through  Church  World 
Service  to  ship  potatoes  to  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Last  year  it  began  a  pilot  project  in  Jamaica  to 
provide  seed  potatoes  for  planting.  More  international 
efforts  are  expected  when  finances  permit. 

Former  sheep  shed  is  headquarters 

The  society  operates  with  a  staff  of  eight  from  a 
converted  sheep  shed.  It  is  governed  by  a  24-member 
board. 

Most  of  the  budget  comes  from  church  organizations, 
Mr.  Buchanan  said.  Foundations,  denominational  agen¬ 
cies  and  parachurch  organizations  also  contribute. 

The  Home  and  Buchanan  families  no  longer  live  at 
the  poverty  level  as  they  once  did  by  choice. 

“It’s  a  trade-off  because  of  the  extra  time  and  labor 
required  for  that  lifestyle,”  Mr.  Buchanan  said. 

"Now  we’re  on  the  road  one-third  of  the  time  raising 
money  and  promoting  the  projects.” 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  OPERATION  MOBILIZATION 


Agreement  reached  for  Logos  II 

PEACHTREE  CITY,  Ga.— Operation  Mobilization,  an  international,  in¬ 
terdenominational  evangelism  ministry,  recently  announced  it  has  acquired 
a  successor  to  its  "book  ship.”  Passengers  and  crew  escaped  unharmed  in 
January  when  the  original  ship,  called  Logos ,  was  wrecked  off  the  southern 
tip  of  South  America.  The  new  vessel,  a  Greek  ship  shown  here  as  the  Anto¬ 
nio  Lazaro ,  has  been  purchased  for  just  under  $2  million.  The  ship  will  be 
named  Logos  II.  Operation  Mobilization  officials  said  the  vessel’s  large 
rooms  give  it  excellent  potential  for  evangelism  conferences  and  Christian 
book  exhibits. 


Five  women  honored  for 
U.N.  church-center  work 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— Five  women  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  the  success  of  the  Church  Center 
for  the  United  Nations  were  honored  Oct. 
16  during  the  meeting  of  the  Women’s 
Division  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries. 

The  division,  which  owns  the  building 
at  777  United  Nations  Plaza,  was  mark¬ 
ing  the  center’s  25th  anniversary.  The 
women  honored  were: 

•Kathleen  “Kay”  Fraleigh,  a  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  staffer  at  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Office  for  the  United  Nations. 

According  to  Peggy  Billings,  World  Di¬ 
vision  deputy  general  secretary,  Ms. 
Fraleigh  has  been  “behind  the  scenes,  in 
front  of  the  scenes,  changing  the  scenes 
and  rearranging  the  scenes”  at  the  cen¬ 
ter. 

•  Esther  Hymer,  who  was  a  U.N.  rep¬ 
resentative  for  Church  Women  United 
when  the  center  was  conceived.  Theressa 
Hoover,  Women’s  Division  deputy  gener¬ 
al  secretary,  announced  that  Ms. 
Hymer’s  entire  collection  of  U.N.  docu¬ 


ments  is  being  given  in  trust  to  the 
Church  Center  for  the  U.N. 

•  Eleanor  Schnurr,  a  U.N.  representa¬ 
tive  for  the  Baptist  World  Alliance  who 
once  helped  save  the  center  from  demo¬ 
lition.  Ms.  Billings  said  that  Ms.  Schnurr, 
who  has  bone  cancer,  “has  created  for 
all  of  us  a  model  of  ecumenical  commit¬ 
ment  and  international  responsibility.” 

•  Dorothy  Height,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Negro  Women.  Ms.  Hoo¬ 
ver  described  Ms.  Height,  a  United 
Methodist,  as  a  woman  who  “broke  bar¬ 
riers  and  built  bridges”  between  races 
and  sexes,  in  corporate  boardrooms  and 
in  the  halls  of  government. 

•Dame  Nita  Barrow,  ambassador  to 
the  United  Nations  from  Barbados,  who 
also  led  the  U.N.  Decade  for  Women 
Committee.  "I  have  never  seen  one  who 
has  come  out  so  gracious  in  the  face  of 
difficulty  and  conflict,”  said  Rose  Cach¬ 
ings,  who  is  retiring  as  executive  secre¬ 
tary  in  the  World  Division’s  Office  of 
Ministry  with  Children,  about  Ms.  Bar- 
row’s  accomplishments. 


History  of  Hymns 

Father-son  ties  underlay  poems 


Blest  are  the  pure  in  heart, 

For  they  shall  see  our  God; 

The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  theirs, 

Their  soul  is  Christ’s  abode. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

The  hymn  was  written  by  John  Keble, 
a  young  Anglican  minister,  who  had  been 
a  high-ranking  scholar  at  Oxford  Univer¬ 
sity  and  who  possessed  unusual  poetic 
gifts. 

In  1823,  following  the  death  of  his 
mother,  Keble  returned  home  to  assist 
his  father,  vicar  of  the  parish  church  at 
Fairford,  a  small  village  about  20  miles 
west  of  Oxford,  England. 

Father  and  son  shared  a  close  relation¬ 
ship  both  personally  and  in  their  church 
activities.  The  father’s  high  ideals  con- 


Dear  Deborah: 

I  have  been  thinking  a  long  time  about 
the  letter  from  the  people  who  were 
thinking  about  leaving  the  church  to  go 
someplace  else  to  "grow.” 

As  lay  people,  we  have  been  called  to 
minister  as  well  as  clergy.  If  we  keep 
running  away,  how  can  we  grow  or  min¬ 
ister? 

As  a  layperson  you  can  start  a  new 
program  or  class.  Find  others  and  get 
going.  I  am  sure  clergy  would  be  grate¬ 
ful  for  laity  to  take  over  some  of  the 
work. 

We  are  in  a  changing  society.  Don’t 
run  away— set  the  pace! 

A  sister  in  Christ 


ceming  the  church  and  its  liturgy  made 
a  lasting  impression  on  his  son. 

During  the  years  at  Fairford,  Keble 
wrote  a  considerable  number  of  poems 
that  he  published  under  the  title  “The 
Christian  Year”  in  1827.  The  subtitle, 
“Thoughts  in  verse  for  the  Sundays  and 
Holy  Days  throughout  the  year,”  ex¬ 
plains  Keble’s  purpose  for  the  book. 

Poetic  meditations  were  included  for 
each  Sunday  in  the  year,  for  festivals, 
and  special  days— saints’  days,  Christ¬ 
mas,  Holy  Communion,  baptism,  confir¬ 
mation,  matrimony,  burial,  etc. 

Primarily  designed  as  devotional  ma¬ 
terial,  Keble’s  poetic  writing  was 
marked  by  a  simplicity  of  expression,  a 
spirit  of  genuine  piety,  and  a  gentle  quiet 
faith.  “The  Christian  Year”  became  a 


Dear  Sister: 

Thank  you  for  your  thoughtful  let¬ 
ter.  I  agree  that  lay  people  could  do 
a  lot  more,  and  most  clergy  would 
accept  it.  But  l  think  it  would  be 
good  to  talk  it  over  with  your  pastor 
and  coordinate  the  work. 


Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


household  book  of  sacred  poetry. 

“Blest”  are  the  pure  in  heart”  is  only 
one  of  a  number  of  Keble’s  poems  that 
became  hymns.  This  hymn,  Keble’s  com¬ 
mentary  on  Matthew  5:8,  was  written  for 
the  Feast  of  the  Purification  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin  Mary. 

Keble  was  appointed  vicar  of  Hursley, 
a  small  village  near  Winchester,  in  1836. 
The  church  building  and  the  vicarage 
were  both  in  need  of  major  reconstruc¬ 
tion.  To  pay  for  this  undertaking,  Keble 
gave  the  entire  proceeds  from  the  sale  of 
“The  Christian  Year." 

Since  76  editions  of  his  poems  were 
published  before  Keble’s  death  in  1866, 
the  collection  made  a  substantial  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  village  of  Hursley. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“  Jesus  calls  us” 


Poem  of  the  week 

I  TRANSFIGURATION  I 

Green  worm  creeping, 
feeding,  fattening, 
spins  a  grey  cocoon 
and  enters  death. 

Hung  on  a  low  bough 
winter  holds  it 
for  the  spring 
when  death  gives  way 
to  birth  and  butterfly. 

Wormlike  I  spin 
a  grey  cocoon  of  days 
that  bind  me  tight 
and  wonder  if  death 
like  death  of  that 
green  worm  will 
give  way  to  life  again. 

Will  some  spring  see 
my  transformed  shape 
lift  skyward  on  bright  wings? 

-BECKY  ERICSON 


Fund  offers 
pensioners 
more  choice 

By  United  Methodist  News  Service 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— A  pensions  fund 
free  of  ties  to  South  Africa  and  to  the 
200  biggest  U.S.  defense  contractors 
will  be  available  Jan.  1  for  invest¬ 
ments  by  United  Methodist  clergy. 

The  denomination’s  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  approved  final  details  for  the 
special  fund  at  its  meeting  recently. 

Creation  of  the  fund  had  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Clergy  and  lay  church  employees 
covered  under  the  denomination’s  na¬ 
tional  pensions  program  can  request 
that  their  personal  or  tax-deferred  con¬ 
tributions  be  channeled  into  what  is 
known  formally  as  “Special  Fund  IV.” 

Contributions  made  in  behalf  of 
employees  by  local  churches  and  oth¬ 
er  employers  will  continue  to  go  into 
the  board’s  diversified  fund. 

"Fund  IV”  will  be  invested  in  com¬ 
panies  with  no  known  direct  produc¬ 
tion,  investments,  effective  licensing 
or  franchising  agreements  or  employ¬ 
ees  in  South  Africa,  pensions  officials 
said.  Any  firm  listed  in  the  top  200  in 
dollar  volume  of  prime  Department 
of  Defense  (DOD)  contracts  or  any 
company  with  an  identifiable  weap¬ 
ons  contract  or  subcontract  award 
also  will  be  excluded,  as  well  as  any 
firm  with  a  DOD  contract  exceeding  5 
percent  of  the  company’s  gross  reve¬ 
nues,  and  most  U.S.  government  secu¬ 
rities. 

In  another  action  related  to  corpo¬ 
rate  social  responsibility,  the  board 
said  it  will  file  and  co-file  shareholder 
resolutions  with  selected  companies  to 
combat  discrimination  against  women, 
racial  minorities  and  other  minorities. 


Dear  Deborah 

It’s  up  to  laypeople,  too, 
to  see  that  churches  grow 
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NASHVILLE,  III.— James  A.  Friend,  a  100-year-old  United  Methodist,  re¬ 
cently  fulfilled  a  longtime  wish,  spending  a  day  in  the  wheat  field,  riding  a 
grain  combine.  Grain  was  being  harvested  on  his  grandnephew’s  farm.  Re¬ 
garding  the  heat  that  day,  he  said,  "It  was  100--but  so  am  I!” 


Book  Review 

Fundamental  values  lifted, 
‘baby  boom’  age  challenged 


"The  New  Legacy”  by  Tieman  H.  Dippel 
Jr.,  Taylor  Publishing  Company,  Dallas, 
Texas. 

By  WILLIAM  D.  ELLIOTT 

What  were  the  cherished  values  of  our 
parents,  grandparents,  and  earlier  gen¬ 
erations,  which  serve  as  a  foundation  for 
our  lives? 

Unfortunately,  too  many  parents  have 
failed  to  educate  their  children  on  the  vi¬ 
tal  legacy  of  ideas  being  unwittingly  be¬ 
queathed  to  them.  It  should  come, 
therefore,  as  no  surprise  to  discover  that 
the  younger  generation  today  has  little 
grasp  of  the  basic  democratic  principles 
and  individual  values  that  have  proved 
so  essential  to  our  country. 

Stepping  into  this  void  is  a  landmark 
book  by  a  remarkable  man.  “The  New 
Legacy”  by  Tieman  H.  Dippel  Jr.  This  is 
a  poignant  book  eloquently  expressing 
the  fundamental  values  of  times  past 
and  challenging  the  baby-boom  genera¬ 
tion  to  examine  the  future. 

Will  the  future  of  America  be  a  time 
of  individual  responsibility,  ethical  and 
moral  behavior,  love  of  God,  pursuit  of 
excellence  in  all  aspects  of  our  lives,  the 
building  of  a  solid  family  foundation,  and 
trust  and  respect  of  family  members, 
neighbors,  business  associates  and  the 
nurturing  of  friends? 

Mr.  Dippel  forcefully  argues  that  all 
of  us  should  learn  from  the  past  and  find 
a  “new  balance  that  brings  back  the 
closeness  and  satisfaction  of  a  past  peri¬ 
od.” 

The  generation  who  led  us  through 
World  War  II  appreciated  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  personal  character,  national 
will,  and  the  strength  of  ideas  and  val¬ 
ues. 

Since  then,  Mr.  Dippel  observes, 
trends  in  government  and  society  have 
broken  down  our  work  ethic,  family  val¬ 
ues  and  the  way  of  life.  He  urges  us  to 
"commit  ourselves  to  the  task  of  creat¬ 
ing  a  new  legacy  for  our  children's  chil¬ 
dren.” 

The  root  cause  of  our  difficulty,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Dippel,  is  the  forsaking  of 


individual  responsibility.  Too  many  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  led  and  cared  for,  especially  by 
government.  Instead  of  blaming  our  lead¬ 
ers  for  failure  of  will,  perhaps  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  a  failure  of  will  of  all  citizens. 

Ostensibly,  Tieman  H.  Dippel  ,  Jr.  is 
the  author  of  "The  New  Legacy.”  But  in 
fact,  his  silent  partner  in  the  project  was 
his  father.  The  book  is  about  the  father’s 
educating  his  son  and  passing  on  his  fam¬ 
ily  legacy. 

What  follows  is  a  brief  sampling  of 
some  pearls  of  wisdom  of  Mr.  Dippel  Sr.: 

On  the  importance  of  God’s  laws: 

It  is  important  to  remember  that 
no  matter  how  they  try  in  Con¬ 
gress.  they  cannot  repeal  the  law 
of  gravity.  God's  laws  and  natural 
laws  are  the  ultimate  power  in  this 
world.  Some  people  may  only  dis¬ 
cover  them  after  a  lifetime,  but 
they  do  exist.  Recognizing  them  is 
crucial. 

On  the  purpose  of  ideas,  politics,  and 
money: 

Don't  underestimate  the  power 
and  value  of  ideas,  politics,  and 
money.  But  never  let  any  of  these 
be  your  God.  Learn  to  acquire  and 
use  them,  but  make  absolutely  cer¬ 
tain  that  you  understand  the  pur¬ 
pose  for  which  they  are  being 
used. 

On  our  life’s  purpose: 

All  we  can  do  within  our  life  span 
is  to  make  the  world  better  than  it 
was  when  we  first  arrived. 

This  book  represents  a  statement  of 
the  values  that  Mr.  Dippel  believes  all  of 
us  should  cherish  and  nourish  if  we  are 
able  to  maintain  for  ourselves  and  our 
children  the  level  of  greatness  produced 
by  our  forefathers.  He  analyzes  family 
values,  economic  problems  facing  our 
nation,  the  role  of  media  in  our  society, 
and  the  essential  qualities  necessary  for 
political  leadership  today. 

William  D.  Elliott  is  an  active  United 
Methodist  layman  and  attorney  in  Dal¬ 
las.  Texas. 


Jews  tell  pollster  beliefs 
anti-Semitism  on  the  rise 


From  Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— A  growing  percentage 
of  American  Jews  believes  that  anti- 
Semitism,  particularly  from  the  black 
community,  is  a  serious  problem,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  results  of  a  survey  re¬ 
leased  Oct.  13  by  the  American  Jewish 
Committee. 

The  research  conducted  last  spring 
also  found  that  Jews  continue  to  be  more 
liberal  than  other  Americans  on  political 
issues,  particularly  church-state  ques¬ 
tions. 

Steven  M.  Cohen,  professor  of  sociolo¬ 
gy  at  Queens  College  in  New  York  and 
the  coordinator  of  the  survey,  said  more 
than  three-quarters  of  the  1,252  Jews 
surveyed  believe  that  anti-Semitism  in 
America  is  “a  serious  problem  for  Amer¬ 
ican  Jews.”  He  said  this  was  the  highest 
figure  recorded  since  the  committee’s 
surveys  first  asked  the  question  in  1983. 

The  latest  research  found  that  only 
one-fourth  of  the  Jews  surveyed  believe 
that  "virtually  all  positions  of  influence 
in  America  are  open  to  Jews,"  a  figure 
lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous  AJC 
surveys.  The  54  percent  who  said  they 
are  “worried  the  U.S.  may  stop  being  a 
firm  ally  of  Israel”  was  a  clear  majority, 
up  from  the  figure  in  1986,  the  last  time 


the  question  was  asked. 

Almost  half  of  the  Jewish  respon¬ 
dents— 46  percent— said  they  believe 
"many"  American  blacks  are  anti-Semit¬ 
ic.  Fifty-nine  percent  attributed  this 
characteristic  to  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson. 

Jewish  liberalism  in  political  issues 
was  highlighted  by  comparing  the  re¬ 
sponses  of  the  1,252  Jews  surveyed  with 
a  parallel  survey  of  1,217  non- Jews.  It 
found,  among  other  things,  that  Jews  fa¬ 
vor  homosexual  rights  more  than  other 
Americans. 

In  response  to  the  statement,  “whatev¬ 
er  my  personal  views  of  homosexuality, 
I  think  that  homosexuals  should  have  the 
same  rights  as  other  people,”  85  percent 
of  the  Jews  agreed,  compared  with  70 
percent  of  the  blacks  and  57  percent  of 
the  non-Jewish  whites. 

On  another  church-state  matter,  Mr. 
Cohen  commented  that  “somewhat  ironi¬ 
cally,  far  more  non-Jews  than  Jews  say 
it  is  OK  for  a  city  government  to  put  up 
a  menorah  on  government  property  dur¬ 
ing  the  Jewish  holiday  of  Chanukah.” 
The  statement  won  the  assent  of  81  per¬ 
cent  of  the  non-Jewish  whites  and  60  per¬ 
cent  of  the  blacks  but  only  37  percent  of 
the  Jews. 


methodist 

children ’s 

home 

/_ 

Terrel  J.  DeVille  August  E.  Aamocit 

nerts 

.  Executive  Director  Director  0/  Development 

children's  mine 

I’rinlctl  Qiinrlerfy  by  The  Mcthxhst  Childrens Home.  Ruston.  IsiumiM 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 


THE  DIRECTORS  —  The  directors  of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  recently  met  in  Ruston.  They  are:  back  row,  1.  to  r., 
Rev  Larry  Miller,  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Dr.  Henry  Blount,  Mr.  L.  D.  McGehee,  Mr.  R.  E.  Holladay  III.  Rev.  H.  A.  Harrington, 
Mr.  L.  D.  Napper,  Mr.  Bill  Baker  Jr„  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  Mr.  Floyd  B.  James,  Ms.  Roberta  Green  Hinton,  Rev.  Merlin 


Merrill,  Mr.  Welton  Brumfield,  Mr.  W.  A.  J.  Lewis  and  Mr.  Jimmy  Love.  Front  row,  1.  to  r„  Rev.  Kirby  Vining,  Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell,  Dr.  Nancy  Carruth,  Ms.  Virginia  D.  Laskey,  Ms.  Janelle  McCammon  and  Sally  Turner.  Not  pictured  are  Mr.  Randy 
Ewing,  Rev.  Charles  Simmons,  Dr.  Irwin  Abraham,  Dr.  L.  Keith  Mason  and  Ms.  Inez  Chrisentery. 


Help  Make  Christmas  Merry  at  the  6 Home  ’ 


Cash  is  always  the  most  helpful  because 
it  gives  us  more  flexibility,  but  we  are 
very  grateful  for  any  gift. 

HERE  ARE  SOME  IDEAS: 

1.  Playground  balls 

a.  soccer  balls 

b.  basketballs 

c.  footballs 

d.  volleyballs  and  nets 

e.  softballs  and  equipment 

f.  baseballs  and  equipment 

2.  Archery  equipment 

3  Badminton  racquets  ^nd  croquet 
equipment 

4.  Playground  equipment 

a.  swing-set 

b.  jungle  gym 

5.  Microwave  ovens  and  cookware 

6.  Bookcases 

7.  Punching  bag  (body  type) 

8.  Bicycles  (boys  and  girls  —  all  sizes) 

9.  Porch  swings  and  lawn  chairs 

10.  Towels  and  washcloths 

11.  Dishtowels 

12.  Building  blocks 

13.  Barbecue  pits 

14.  Propane  fish  fryers 

15.  New  furniture 

16.  All  types  of  kitchen  appliances 

17.  Quilted  blankets 

18.  New  pillows 

19  Mops,  brooms,  pails 

20  Flower  seeds 

21.  Trees,  shrubbery 

22.  Water  hoses 

23.  New  office  furniture 

24.  Folding  tables 

25.  Vans 

26.  Automobiles 

27.  New  pianos 

28.  Personal  computers  for  children’s 


homes 

29.  Coffeepots 

30.  New  T.V.’s  for  homes 

31.  Camping  equipment 

32.  a.  tents 

33.  b.  flashlights 

34.  portable  storage  building 

35.  camping  lights 

36.  batteries  (all  sizes) 

Monthly  Sponsorships 

$5.00  would  . . . 

feed  a  child  for  a  day, 

help  buy  personal  supplies  for  one 

child, 

buy  school  supplies  for  one  child. 
$10.00  would  . . . 

feed  two  children  for  a  day, 

help  buy  a  birthday  gift  for  one 

child  each  month, 

pay  for  one  child’s  monthly  hair 

cut, 

take  care  of  school  supplies  for 
one  child  for  a  year. 

$15.00  would  . . . 

feed  three  children  for  a  day. 
provide  eye  glasses  and  exam  for 
one  youth, 

help  make  tutoring  available  for  a 
child. 

$20.00  would  . . . 

feed  four  children  for  a  day, 
help  with  music  or  dance  lessons 
for  a  child, 

help  provide  dental  expenses  for 
youth, 

give  one  child  an  allowance  for  a 
month, 

furnish  a  house  with  dishes,  flat- 
ware  and  supplies  for  a  year. 

$25.00  would  . . . 

feed  five  children  for  a  day, 


help  provide  a  full  year’s  clothing 
allowance  for  a  child, 
help  give  a  house  group  a  night  out 
for  a  movie, 

furnish  linens  for  one  house  for  a 
year. 

$50.00  would  . . . 

feed  a  house  of  eight  for  two  days, 
help  pay  for  a  child’s  transporta¬ 
tion  home  to  visit  family, 
help  pay  for  twelve  children’s 
Christmases, 

help  to  pay  for  medical  expenses. 
$100.00  would  . . . 

help  to  pay  maintenance  and  up¬ 
keep  cost  in  a  home  for  a  year, 
pay  for  club  dues,  athletic  fees, 
and  extra  school  activities  for 
three  children  for  a  year, 

.  .  .  help  to  pay  for  religious  education 
materials  and  activities  for  reli¬ 
gious  education. 

$200.00  would  . . . 

pay  for  large  household  items  such 
as  carpet,  drapes,  and  major  appli¬ 
ances, 

help  to  pay  for  training  equipment 

for  children  and  staff, 

help  to  keep  a  child  in  college  or 

foster  care  for  a  year, 

help  pay  for  two  houses  to  have  a 

special  activity, 

help  to  purchase  a  new  van  for  the 
children’s  transportation. 

Annual  Sponsorships 

$250.00  would  . . . 

pay  for  music  or  dance  lessons  for 
a  child, 

...  pay  for  the  total  cost  of  insuring 
one  house  for  children 
$300.00  would  . . . 


clothe  a  child  for  a  year, 

furnish  linens  for  a  children’s 

house. 

$400.00  would  . . . 

feed  all  the  children  for  a  day. 
$500.00  would  . . . 

pay  for  heating,  cooling  and  elec¬ 
tricity  of  a  house  full  of  children, 
provide  Christmas  gifts  for  10  chil¬ 
dren, 

provide  birthday  gifts  for  20  chil¬ 
dren. 


One  Time  Sponsorships 

$1,000.00  would  . . . 

provide  signs  to  identify  all  our 
buildings. 

$5,000.00  would  . . . 

make  much  needed  repairs  and 
improvements  to  our  playground 
and  ball  fields. 

$10,000.00  would  . . . 

.  .  .  provide  an  electronic  communica¬ 
tion  system  for  times  of  crisis  and 
emergency, 

$15,000.00  would  . . . 

provide  an  athletic  field. 

$35,000.00  would  . . . 

pay  for  resurfacing  the  campus 
drive. 

$40,000.00  would  . . . 

.  .  .  provide  a  pool  cover  for  year- 
round  use. 

$50,000.00  would  . . . 

provide  a  pavilion  for  outdoor  ac¬ 
tivities. 

$850,000.00  would  . . . 

provide  a  new  Reception  Center, 
making  it  possible  for  24  more 
children  to  be  housed  in  Emergen¬ 
cy  Care. 


I’m  Free  and  Available 


Augie  Aamodt,  B.A.,  M.Div., 

Director  of  Development 

It  has  been  more  than  two  years  since 
I  began  my  ministry  at  the  Children’s 
Home.  Have  I  ever  learned  a  lot  about 
Louisiana  Methodism  and  its  members! 

I  have  had  the  privilege  of  speaking 
and  preaching  to  several  thousand  Meth¬ 
odists  all  over  Louisiana.  I  am  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  church  practically  every  Sunday. 
It  has  been  a  great  experience.  I  have 
preached  54  times  in  the  last  six  months. 

One  of  the  big  surprises  was  to  find  out 
how  many  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
thought  the  Children's  Home  was  still  an 
orphanage.  There  aren’t  many  orphans 
in  our  country  anymore  and  there  have 
been  very,  very  few  at  Methodist  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Home  over  the  past  10  or  15  years. 
Our  residents  are  children  who  have 
been  abused,  neglected,  abandoned  or 
are  children  who  have  severe  emotional 
and  relationship  problems  with  their 


families. 

After  speaking  at  a  church  recently, 
one  very  active  member  asked,  “How 
many  empty  beds  do  you  have  now  at  the 
orphanage?”  When  I  told  her  we  were 
full  and  that  last  year  we  turned  away 
over  500  —  she  was  horrified! 

There  are  some  Methodists  who  didn’t 
know  we  even  exist. 

There  are  others  who  knew  there  was 
a  children's  home,  but  didn’t  know  it  was 
Methodist. 

Another  big  misunderstanding  con¬ 
cerns  the  cost  of  having  me  or  other  staff 
members  come  to  speak  at  their  church. 
I’m  free!!  There  is  no  charge. 

There  are  some  churches  that  will 
give  me  an  expense  check.  Some  individ¬ 
uals  will  hand  me  a  check  or  money.  Oc¬ 
casionally  I  am  told  I  can  take  an 
offering.  Sometimes  there  is  no  money 
involved. 

There  is  no  charge,  fee  or  request  for 


funds.  I  and  other  speakers  simply  pre¬ 
sent  the  story  of  the  Home  and  its  current 
situation. 

Presentations  can  be  in  the  form  of  a 
church  school  class  lesson,  video  tape  or 
almost  any  way  that  meets  the  need  of  a 
congregation  or  group. 

No  church  or  group  is  too  small!  Often 
pastors  and  laypersons  are  surprised  to 
hear  that  I  will  even  travel  to  small 
churches  and  groups  any  place  to  share 
the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  message. 
All  Methodists  need  to  hear  the  story  and 
the  facts.  The  size  of  the  church  or  group 
makes  no  difference. 

The  distance  from  Ruston  makes  no 
difference  —  even  to  South  Louisiana. 
I'm  beginning  to  feel  like  some  kind  of 
“circuit  rider." 

One  Sunday,  I  traveled  from  Ida,  north 
of  Shreveport  on  the  Arkansas  border, 
where  I  preached  at  morning  worship,  to 
Jackson,  east  of  Baton  Rouge  for  an  eve¬ 


ning  service.  The  total  distance  was  over 
600  miles  that  day. 

Recently,  I  spoke  at  Abbeville  in  the 
morning  and  afternoon,  Pecan  Island  at 
night  and  was  back  north  in  Homer  after 
lunch  the  next  day  for  a  UMW  meeting. 

I  don’t  always  enjoy  the  long  distance 
travel,  but  I  always  enjoy  being  with  fel¬ 
low  Methodists  and  talking  about  the 
"Home.” 

There  are  now  almost  70  churches  that 
have  sent  us  their  mailing  lists  so  that 
we  can  keep  everyone  informed  and  up 
to  date.  Our  newsletter  mailing  list  has 
the  names  of  almost  25,000  Methodists. 

Thank  you  to  all  the  churches  that 
have  allowed  me  the  privilege  of  speak¬ 
ing  and/or  preaching! 

Thank  you  to  those  churches  that  have 
sent  their  mailing  lists  so  their  members 
can  keep  informed  and  up  to  date. 

I'm  free  and  available! 

Augie 


Annual  Meeting 


IMPORTANT  MEETING  —  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  sat  down  together  to  discuss  problems  and  ideas  for  the  future. 
Pictured  are,  1.  to  r.,  Virginia  Laskey,  L.  D.  McGehee,  Terrel  DeVille,  R.  E.  Holla- 
day,  W.  A.  J.  Lewis,  Roberta  Green  Hinton  and  Bishop  Bill  Oden. 


TAKING  THE  TOUR  —  This  group  had  the  opportunity  to  tour  the  grounds  and 
facilities  at  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in  Ruston.  Pictured  are  from  1.  to  r., 
Janelle  McCammon,  Bishop  Oden,  Mayor  Pody,  Ms.  Pody,  Marilyn  Oden  and  Terrel 
DeVille. 


THE  DINNER  —  Members  of  the  Board  of  Directors  enjoyed  a  buffet-style  meal 


following  their  meeting  at  the  “Home.” 
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News  on  Pictorial  Directory 


Due  to  delays  in  printing  by  Olan  Mills,  the  Pictorial  Directory  will  not  be 
completed  until  mid-December.  Ministers  will  receive  copies  as  soon  as  they 
are  available. 

Ministers  who  were  photographed  for  the  Directory,  but  have  not  yet  re¬ 
ceived  their  free  8"  X  10",  please  contact  Judy  Palermo  at  527  North  Blvd., 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
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‘Twelve  Keys  To  o 
An  Effective  Church’ 


Kennon  L.  Callahan  wrote  a  book  several  years  ago  suggesting  twelve  keys 
to  an  effective  church.  He  names  them  and  clarifies  why  they  are  keys  to  a 
faithful  —  and  missional  —  congregation.  By  “missional,”  he  means  minister¬ 
ing  to  the  needs  of  people.  These  keys  are  as  follows: 

1.  Specific  Concrete  Missional  Objectives.  The  missional  church  has  two  or 
three  objectives  that  involve  strong  groupings  of  the  congregation  in  mission 
with  persons  who  have  specific  human  hurts  and  hopes. 

2.  Pastoral  and  Lay  Visitation.  Though  a  lost  art  in  many  churches,  the 
missional  church  does  visitation  with  the  unchurched,  newcomers,  constitu¬ 
ents,  and  members  on  a  weekly  basis. 

3.  Corporate,  Dynamic  Worship.  The  weekly  services  are  holistic  in  music 
and  message,  corporately  planned,  and  led  by  a  compassionate,  competent 
team. 

4.  Significant  Relational  Groups.  Most  people  come  to  a  local  church 
looking  for  community.  Instead,  we  put  them  on  a  committee.  Missional 
churches  are  constantly  and  intentionally  starting  new  caring  groups  in  which 
people  may  discover  roots,  place,  and  belonging. 

5.  Strong  Leadership  Resources.  Many  churches  train  leaders  to  fill  func¬ 
tional  slots  inside  the  church’s  program.  Missional  churches  nurture  a  major¬ 
ity  of  their  leaders  to  be  relational  and  caring  with  individuals  and  groups  in 
the  regional  community. 

6.  Streamlined  Structure  and  Solid,  Participatory  Decision  Making.  Mis¬ 
sional  churches  plan  on  the  basis  of  their  strengths,  hopes,  and  objectives. 
They  are  less  preoccupied  with  their  own  needs  and  problems  than  many 
churches.  They  have  a  streamlined  organizational  structure. 

7.  Several  Competent  Programs  and  Activities.  Missional  churches  know 
people  attract  people  more  than  programs  do.  Generally,  they  have  two  to 
three  really  competent  programs  that  serve,  rather  than  use,  people. 

8.  Open  Accessibility.  A  physical  location  that  is  accessible  for  all  persons 
and  to  major  traffic  patterns;  also,  leaders  who  are  accessible  to  the  commu¬ 
nity  are  both  important. 

9.  High  Visibility.  Successful  missional  churches  have  a  high  degree  of 
geographical  and  grapevine  visibility  with  churched  and  unchurched  persons 
in  the  community. 

10.  Adequate  Parking,  Land,  and  Landscaping.  As  a  national  average,  one 
parking  space  permits  1.75  persons  to  participate  in  the  church.  Occasionally, 
it  may  be  as  high  as  2.5  persons  per  parking  space. 

11.  Adequate  Space  and  Facilities.  More  churches  underbuild  than  over¬ 
build,  and  they  thereby  limit  their  growth.  They  build  fixed  rather  than 
flexible  structures.  Missional  churches  build  fot*  the  future. 

12.  Solid  Ffnancial  'Resburces.  Missidlial'Clnirches'know  people  give  money 
to  people  more  than  to  program,  purposes,  or  paper.  Missional  churches  tend 
to  put  their  money  into  people  rather  than  property.  They  exercise  responsi¬ 
ble,  courageous  stewardship. 

Read  these  12  characteristics  over  again.  They  might  well  become  working 
themes  for  each  congregation  as  we  approach  the  planning  process  of  a  new 
year. 
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Delegates  to  Jurisdictional  Confer¬ 
ence  in  New  Orleans  voted  unanimously  to 
finance  a  Conference  and  Seminar  Build¬ 
ing  at  Mount  Sequoyah.  Response  was 
enthusiastic  and  the  speeches  supportive. 

Persons  who  affirmed  the  decision 
said  the  plan  was  a  vote  of  confidence 
for  the  growth,  programming,  and  spirit 
for  the  mountain. 

The  new  center  will  serve  250  to  300  at 
tables  or  in  open  space.  Grace  Donner, 
an  employee  at  Mount  Sequoyah  was 
quoted  as  saying,  ‘‘It’s  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  building.  We’ve  needed  it  for  so 
long.” 

The  structure,  once  completed,  will 
serve  large  groups  of  United  Methodists 
that  it  has  been  unable  to  accommodate 
in  the  past.  The  new  facility  is  expected 
to  be  built  in  1989. 

•  *  • 

The  Bazaar  Committee  of  the  Louisi¬ 


Methodist  Student  Day  Set  Nov.  27 


“THEY  ARE  OUR  FUTURE,  YOU 
ARE  THEIR  HOPE,”  is  this  year’s 
theme  for  “United  Methodist  Student 
Day”  observance  which  is  officially 
scheduled  for  Sunday,  November  27. 

This  special  day  gives  United  Method¬ 
ists  the  opportunity  to  assist  future  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  church  and  of  society.  These 
special  people  are  today’s  college  stu¬ 
dents. 

The  Loan  and  Scholarship  Fund,  which 
.  is  the  oldest  in  the  nation,  has  one  of  the 
most  outstanding  records  of  repayment. 

The  idea  of  Student  Day  offering  be- 
‘  gan  nearly  125  years  ago  when  the 
church  aided  needy  students.  Many  of  the 
first  recipients  later  became  ministers, 
returning  their  talents  to  the  church  and 
community  which  had  willingly  support¬ 
ed  them. 


The  tradition  to  serve  carries  over 
with  today’s  students.  A  survey  taken  in 
1986  showed  that  50  percent  of  past  re¬ 
cipients  chose  such  professions  as  law, 
teaching,  health  care,  and  social  ser¬ 
vices,  as  well  as  diaconal  and  ordained 
ministries  for  career  goals. 

Loans  are  available  to  United  Method¬ 
ist  students  at  any  accredited  college  or 
university.  These  scholarships  are 
awarded  to  United  Methodist  students  at 
United  Methodist  related  institutions  of 
higher  education. 

Without  the  aid,  the  majority  of  these 
students  could  not  see  their  dream  come 
true  in  completing  their  education.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  enrollment  in  United  Methodist 
colleges  and  universities  would  suffer  a 
serious  decline. 

It  is  wonderful  to  know  that  these  stu¬ 


dents  deeply  appreciate  the  assistance 
when  it  becomes  available  to  them.  It 
has  been  stated  that  more  than  95  per¬ 
cent  of  all  loans  are  repaid.  In  this  way, 
others  who  follow  can  also  share  with  the 
gift  of  assistance. 

Ir.  ihe  Louisiana  Conference,  loans  to¬ 
talling  $22,800  were  given  to  23  students 
for  1988.  A  total  of  87  scholarships  were 
awarded  in  the  amount  of  $73,500  for  the 
year.  It  is  the  proceeds  from  Student  Day 
offering  that  are  maintained  to  provide 
support  for  these  loans  and  scholarships. 

With  college  costs  constantly  climb¬ 
ing,  more  and  more  United  Methodist 
men  and  women  are  turning  to  the 
church  for  financial  assistance.  It  is, 
therefore,  imperative  that  this  assis¬ 
tance  is  made  available  to  Methodist  stu¬ 
dents  and  their  families. 


Dillard  Student  Recipient  of  UM 
Publishing  House  Merit  Scholarship 


Bible  Study  Expresses  Faith 

Editorial  Assistant's  Note:  This  is  one  of  five  of  a  series  on  church  and  education  by 
Conference  Director  of  Education  Ministries,  Larry  Lewis. 

“The  fundamental  Goal  of  Christian  Education  is  the  development  of  Christian 
faith  and  discipleship.”  This  statement  comes  from  the  Foundations  for  Teaching  and 
Learning  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Did  you  realize  that  such  a  statement  existed?  What  does  this  statement  mean  to 
you?  For  the  next  few  weeks  I  would  like  to  discuss  this  goal  with  you  and  the  ten 
aims  of  Christian  Education  to  help  accomplish  this  goal. 

There  are  two  implications  of  this  goal  which  I  feel  are  worth  noting.  First,  the 
goal  links  Christian  faith  and  Christian  discipleship  together.  Either  one  without  the 
other  is  incomplete.  Simply  believing  is  not  valid;  that  belief  must  be  put  into  action 
through  discipleship  actions  as  a  disciple  of  Christ,  and  discipleship  needs  faith.  If  we 
are  acting  without  understanding  our  faith,  or  without  taking  the  time  to  support  our 
actions  in  the  Christian  doctrine,  then  our  actions  will  not  bear  the  fruit  of  the  spirit. 

Second,  the  goal  implies  that  Christian  faith  and  discipleship  need  to  be  developed. 
There  is  not  some  magic  point  at  which  we  can  say,  “I  now  have  Christian  faith;  I  no 
longer  need  to  learn,”  nor  can  we  say,  “I  now  am  a  disciple;  I  no  longer  need  to 
grow.”  Faith  and  discipleship  need  to  be  developed,  and  need  to  continue  to  develop. 
We  are  constantly  facing  new  situations.  If  we  ever  become  satisfied  with  our  faith, 
then  it  cannot  expand  into  these  new  situations. 

Instead,  we  must  be  life-long  learners.  We  must  constantly  seek  a  larger  faith  and 
new  opportunities  for  being  disciples.  As  we  discuss  the  ten  aims  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  we  will  see  these  ideas  in  more  detail. 

The  first  aim  of  Christian  Education  is  “to  enlarge  our  grasp  of  the  Bible  as  the 
record  of  God’s  creative  and  reconciling  love.”  We  need  to  come  to  some  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  our  lives.  This  aim  expresses  the  idea  that  the  love  of 
God  is  seen  through  the  continuing  acts  of  creation  and  reconciliation.  The  Bible  is 
the  story  of  God’s  love  for  mankind,  in  spite  of  all  our  faults  and  shortcomings. 

The  purpose  of  Bible  study  is  to  help  us  see  God’s  love  in  action  so  that  we  can 
translate  that  love  to  our  own  lives  and  our  own  time.  We  need  to  respond  to  this  rec¬ 
ord  of  God’s  love  with  faith  —  the  belief  that  God’s  love  is  for  us,  today  —  and  with 
discipleship  —  the  sharing  of  God’s  love  with  all  persons  in  today’s  world.  Our  study 
of  the  Bible  needs  to  be  with  the  intent  of  applying  “God’s  creative  and  reconciling 
love”  to  our  situation.  This  involves  personal  Bible  study  for  individual  reflection  and 
group  study  to  help  us  avoid  our  personal  biases  and  include  the  rich  tradition  of  the 
church  as  the  community  of  believers. 

How  can  this  aim  be  accomplished?  I  suggest  the  Sunday  School  as  the  most  acces¬ 
sible  and  beneficial  place  for  all  stages  of  faith  development. 

Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Two  United  Methodists,  both  students 
at  UM-related  colleges,  are  the  first-ever 
recipients  of  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  Merit  Scholarship. 

Camille  Michel  Davidson  of  Oxford, 
Miss.,  a  senior  at  Millsaps  College  in 
Jackson,  Miss.,  will  receive  a  $3,000 
scholarship.  Demetrice  Lorraine  Stewart 
of  Baton  Rouge,  a  junior  at  Dillard  Uni¬ 
versity  in  New  Orleans,  will  receive  a 
$2,000  scholarship. 

Established  by  the  United  Methodist 
General  Board  of  Publication,  the  UMPH 
Merit  Scholarship  is  intended  to  encour¬ 
age  promising  ethnic  students  in  UM-re¬ 
lated  colleges  and  universities  to  pursue 
lay  careers  in  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  particularly  with  the  pub¬ 
lishing  house. 

A  chemistry  major,  currently  with  a 
3.767  grade  point  average  at  Dillard, 
Stewart  was  named  1986-87  outstanding 
chemistry  student  and  1986-87  outstand¬ 
ing  calculus  student  there  in  addition  to 
being  named  to  the  national  dean’s  list. 
She  received  a  White  House  Initiative 
science  and  technology  student  award.  A 
cadet  in  the  Reserve  Officers  Training 
Corps,  Stewart  received  an  ROTC  scho¬ 
lastic  excellence  award.  She  served  as 
sophomore  class  president  and  honors 
dormitory  treasurer  in  addition  to  being 
a  cheerleader.  As  a  freshman  she  was  se¬ 


lected  as  a  pulpit  associate,  assisting  the 
college  chaplain  as  lector  and  liturgist 
during  chapel  services,  and  participated 
in  the  Bible  Scholars  program. 

She  previously  received  a  university 
scholarship,  a  United  Methodist  minority 
student  scholarship,  the  Lina  H.  McCord 
Scholarship,  and  an  Army  Senior  ROTC 
scholarship.  She  is  a  Minority  Access  to 
Research  Careers  scholar. 

Upon  graduation  from  Scotlandville 
Magnet  High  School  in  Baton  Rouge, 
Stewart  worked  the  summer  of  1986  as  a 
research  apprenticeship  student  at  the 
Louisiana  State  University  School  of  Vet¬ 
erinary  Medicine.  During  the  summer  of 
1987,  she  conducted  seminars  in  six' 
states,  promoting  the  Black  College 
Fund. 

Stewart  plans  to  attend  medical  school 
and  to  practice  in  obstetrics  and  gynecol¬ 
ogy,  perhaps  later  doing  biomedical  re¬ 
search. 

Davidson  has  a  3.6  grade  point  aver¬ 
age  and  is  studying  toward  a  bachelor  of 
business  administration  degree  with  em¬ 
phasis  in  accounting.  At  Millsaps  she  has 
served  on  the  Judicial  Council  and  as 
treasurer  of  the  Student  Body  Associa¬ 
tion,  as  a  member  of  the  yearbook  staff, 
and  as  treasurer  of  the  Black  Students 
Association. 

Davidson  has  held  several  offices,  in¬ 


cluding  vice-president,  in  the  Alpha  Kap¬ 
pa  Alpha  Sorority  at  Millsaps.  She  was 
recognized  by  the  Jackson  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  the  “Mississippi’s  Future 
Leaders  Appreciation  Day.”  She  served 
on  the  campus  ministries  team,  on  the 
steering  committee  for  the  Consultation 
on  the  Status  of  the  Minority  Student, 
and  as  a  delegate  to  the  “Partners  for 
Global  Justice  —  Shalom’’  Peace  Semi¬ 
nar. 

President  of  Sigma  Lambda  leader¬ 
ship  honor  society,  she  has  been  named 
to  several  honor  societies,  including  Or¬ 
der  of  Omega  leadership  society,  Omi- 
cron  Delta  Kappa  national  leadership 
society.  Phi  Eta  Sigma 'scholarship  soci¬ 
ety,  Eta  Sigma  scholarship  society,  Al¬ 
pha  Eta  Sigma  accounting  society,  and 
Circle  K  service  honor  society.  A  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Millsaps  Players  drama  club, 
she  appeared  in  the  cast  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  “Dark  of  the  Moon.” 

Davidson  served  on  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  and  on  an 
“Impact!”  ministries  team.  She  has 
served  as  vice-president  and  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  North  Mississippi 
Conference’s  council  on  youth  ministry 
and  has  served  on  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  Lake  Stephens  United  Methodist 
Camp.  In  her  hometown  church,  Beverly 
UMC  in  Oxford,  she  served  as  president 
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Demetrice  Lorraine  Stewart 

of  the  youth  fellowship  and  as  youth 
choir  accompanist. 

Celebrating  its  200th  anniversary  in 
1989,  The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  is  the  official  publisher,  printer, 
and  distributor  of  books  and  church  sup¬ 
plies  for  the  9.6  million  United  Method¬ 
ists  worldwide.  Governed  by  the 
denomination’s  General  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation,  it  is  the  denomination’s  largest 
agency  in  terms  of  employees  and  its 
only  self-supporting  general  agency. 
Headquarters  are  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 


-Around  the  Conference 


DURING  RECENT  CELEBRATION  —  Pictured  during  the  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict  celebration  for  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  are:  1.  to  r.,  Rev.  Jude  Speyrer,  Bishop 
of  the  Lake  Charles  Diocese,  Dr.  Woodrow  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District  Superinten¬ 
dent,  and  Bishop  Oden. 


SATISFYING  TASTE  BUDS  —  Shown  here  are  some  of  the  many  participants  en¬ 
joying  a  taste  of  southwest  Louisiana  food  during  the  recent  celebration  for  Bishop 
Oden  held  October  9. 


ana  Memorial  Methodist  Church  in  Ope¬ 
lousas  recently  presented  a  special  gift 
in  the  amount  of  $4,500  to  the  Sanctuary 
Renovation  Fund.  This  money  will  be 
used  specifically  for  new  lighting  and  a 
sound  system.  Thanks  go  to  the  Bazaar 
Committee  and  those  who  worked  so 
hard  to  make  the  annual  bazaar  a  great 
success.  Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr.  is  Pas¬ 
tor  at  Louisiana  Memorial. 


Lakeview  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  recently  installed  a  new  staff 
member.  Rick  Seaton  will  now  serve  as 
the  church’s  pastoral  assistant  and  youth 
director.  Rick  is  a  native  of  Missouri,  se¬ 
nior  Centenary  student  in  the  church  ca¬ 
reers  program,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Conference  last  summer.  Rick 
plans  to  attend  seminary  after  gradua¬ 
tion.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  Pastor. 


On  October  13,  the_17th  Annual  award 
presentation  of  the  Volunteer  Activists 
took  place  at  the  Bellemont  Hotel  in  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge. 

The  awards  presentation  recognizes 
the  outstanding  volunteer  service  of  men 
and  women  who  have  contributed  to 
their  community  in  such  fields  as  health, 
education,  government,  community 
charities,  as  well  as  national  and  local 
organizations. 

Three  of  the  seven  honored  at  the  pres¬ 
tigious  event  are  United  Methodists, 
Ruth  N.  Dwight,  Patsy  T.  Barnes,  and 
Dr.  Hilda  Arndt. 

Mrs.  Dwight  is  currently  president  of 
the  Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital  Auxil¬ 
iary.  She  has  been  an  active  volunteer 
worker  for  the  past  35  years.  She  is  also 
very  involved  with  PROJECT  CARE  in 
conjunction  with  the  downtown  Ministe¬ 
rial  Collation.  This  project  pays  the  utili¬ 
ties  for  residents  60  years  and  older. 
Money  for  these  bills  is  financed  through 
Gulf  States  Utilities  and  public  dona¬ 
tions.  Mrs.  Dwight  is  also  involved  with 
countless  other  fund  raising  events. 

Ms.  Barnes  is  highly  motivated  and 
strives  to  excel  at  everything  she  at¬ 
tempts.  Fund  raising  successes  include 
her  service  as  the  first  woman  to  lead 


Three  United  Methodists  Among  Hon  ored 


the  United  Way  Fund  Drive.  She  is  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Way  Board,  being  the 
second  woman  to  take  on  that  responsi¬ 
bility.  Ms.  Barnes  is  dedicated  to  improv¬ 
ing  the  quality  of  life  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Leadership  positions  in  the  community 
come  naturally  to  Ms.  Barnes,  including 
a  Board  Member  with  the  Baton  Rouge 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  Newcomer 
Breakfast  Chairman,  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  Member,  Arts  and  Humanities 
Council  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge.  There 
she  served  as  Director  and  Fund  Drive 
Coordinator.  She  also  strongly  believes 
in  helping  women  realize  their  potential. 
This  is  shown  through  her  work  in  Wom¬ 
en  in  the  Mainstream  and  Capital  Area 
Network.  Since  her  retirement  from 
banking.  Ms.  Barnes  is  Director  of  De¬ 
velopment  for  United  Methodist  Founda¬ 
tion  of  Louisiana. 

Dr.  Hilda  Arndt  has  been  involved 
with  volunteer  activities  for  many 
years.  Through  hard  work  and  deter¬ 
mination,  Dr.  Ardnt  helped  estab¬ 
lish  the  Family  Counseling  Service, 
served  as  board  member,  and  volunteer 
social  worker.  She  was  dedicated  to  en¬ 
couraging  the  Urban  Ministries  Coalition 
to  establish  the  Federation  of  Churches 
and  Synagogues.  She  is  extremely  active 


HONORED  ACTIVISTS  —  Honored  during  the  1988  Volunteer  Activists  Awards 
Presentation  are:  1.  to  r.,  Ruth  Dwight,  Patsy  Barnes,  and  Dr.  Hilda  Arndt. 


in  programs  such  as  Operation  Hope, 
Small  World,  Volunteers  in  Public 
Schools,  Capitol  Hospice  Care,  and  Holy 
Grill  to  name  some.  In  each  group,  Dr. 
Arndt  focuses  on  the  needs  of  the  poor, 
oppressed  and  forgotten.  Her  involve¬ 
ment  in  these  numerous  activities  ex¬ 
press  her  continued  Christian  faith.  In 
nearly  every  capacity  she  has  served  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church. 

In  speaking  to  all  who  were  honored, 


Honorary  Chairman  of  the  1988  Volun¬ 
teer  Activists,  Dan  Borne  said,  “I  would 
also  like  to  thank  the  volunteers  who  are 
being  honored  today.  In  a  biblical  sense, 
you  have  been  good  stewards  of  the  time 
and  the  talents  God  has  given  you.  You 
have  chosen  service  to  others  over  ser¬ 
vice  to  self.  You  have  made  the  right 
choice.  This  community  has  been  . . .  and 
will  continue  to  be  . . .  blessed  because  of 
you  and  the  thousands  of  other  volun¬ 
teers  you  represent." 
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NOVEMBER  4,  1988 


Election  day:  A  time  for  hope,  reconciliation  Deaconesses  have  been  wronged 


“Doonesbury”  comic  strips  recently 
have  depicted  one  of  the  1988  presiden¬ 
tial  candidates  as  invisible. 

The  cartoon's  obviously  partisan  na¬ 
ture  minimizes  its  significance  and  like¬ 
ly  impact.  But  the  imagery  has  an 
intriguing  application  to  this  year’s  pres¬ 
idential  campaign. 

Namely,  although  both  candidates  are 
“there,"  something  is,  iiufact,  conspicu¬ 
ously  missing:  Religion. 

Compared  to  recent  national  elections, 
religious  concerns  in  1988  have  been  no¬ 
tably  muted,  if  not  absent. 

With  minor  exceptions,  little  has  been 
made,  pro  or  con,  of  the  candidates’  per¬ 
sonal  religious  beliefs  and  conduct. 

Further,  religion-based  special  inter¬ 
est  groups  have  been  relatively  silent  in 
promoting  their  political  agendas.  Few 
have  publicly  suggested,  for  example, 
that  one  candidate’s  positions  are  inher¬ 
ently  more  “Christian”  than  the  other’s. 

We  see  both  a  downside  and  an  ironic 
upside  to  this  absence  of  a  “religious  is¬ 
sue”  in  the  1988  campaign. 

The  downside  is  a  diminished  applica¬ 
tion  of  religious  values  to  public  life. 
Perhaps  that’s  an  overreaction  to  more 
zealous  efforts  during  previous  cam¬ 
paigns. 

Previous  efforts  to  promote  narrow 
religious  interests  were  understandably 
a  "turn-off”  for  many  people,  including 
many  Christians.  But  they  reflected  a  re¬ 
alistic  awareness  that  religious  faith 
should  have  at  least  an  indirect  role  in 
molding  public  policy. 

It  is  both  healthy  and  responsible  for 
us  as  Christian  citizens  to  take  an  active 
interest  in  the  religious  identity  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  seek  public  office.  Similarly,  it 
is  appropriate  that  we  actively  support 
public  policies  that,  from  our  faith  per¬ 
spective,  best  promote  the  common 
good. 

The  upside  to  religion’s  muted  role  in 
the  1988  presidential  campaign  is  less 
obvious.  Ironically,  it  comes  from  politi¬ 
cal  passions  being  less  inflamed  and  di¬ 
vided  by  religious  zeal  this  year  than  in 
previous  years. 

As  the  1988  campaign  winds  down,  we 
as  Christians  have  a  golden  opportunity 
to  proclaim  a  message  of  hope  and  rec¬ 
onciliation  to  our  nation.  Such  a  mes- 


Republican  presidential  candidate  George  Bush  (left)  shakes  hands  with 
his  Democratic  opponent,  Michael  S.  Dukakis,  as  Cardinal  John  O’Connor  of 
New  York  looks  on.  The  scene  at  a  Roman  Catholic  Church-sponsored  din¬ 
ner  was  unusual  during  the  1988  campaign.  Religious  personalities  and  is¬ 
sues  haven’t  played  a  big  part  in  this  fall’s  political  drama. 

sage,  while  appropriate  at  any  time,  has 
a  hollow  ring  when  religious  zeal  has 
served  primarily  to  polarize  people. 

A  message  of  reconciliation  is  particu¬ 
larly  needed  in  light  of  the  disillusion¬ 
ment  many  Americans  are  expressing 
about  both  candidates  and  about  our  pro¬ 
cess  for  electing  presidents. 

As  Christians,  we  should  actively  re¬ 
mind  ourselves  and  others  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  realities  in  an  effort  to  place  our 
political  life  in  its  proper  perspective: 

y  Political  elections  are  important 
but  not  life-and-death  matters.  Regard¬ 
less  of  who  is  elected,  it’s  unlikely  that 
things  will  turn  out  as  badly  as  the  de¬ 
feated  candidate  has  predicted  if  his  op¬ 


ponent  wins  or  as  well  as  the  winner  has 
promised.  Only  the  promises  of  God 
merit  our  ultimate  trust  and  concern. 

y  Prayer  for  our  elected  leaders  is  al¬ 
ways  appropriate  and  needed— even,  and 
perhaps  especially,  when  “our  candidate” 
loses.  Prayer  helps  God  to  work  through 
our  imperfect  political  processes  and  insti¬ 
tutions.  It  also  enables  us  to  receive  divine 
healing  from  any  bitterness  we  feel  at  not 
getting  “our  way.” 

y  We  should  vote  Nov.  8  as  a  civic  re¬ 
sponsibility.  More  importantly,  though, 
our  vote  is  an  act  of  faith— not  chiefly  in 
a  person  or  political  system  but  in  God’s 
power  to  redeem  both  for  divine  ends. 


To  the  Editor: 

I  am  a  United  Methodist  deaconess, 
and  I  certainly  agree  with  Louise  Weeks’ 
"Here  I  Stand”  article,  “UMC  must  re¬ 
tain  covenant  with  deaconesses”  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  7). 

Many  deaconesses  and  home  missionar¬ 
ies  have  been  hoping  and  praying  for  a  Ju¬ 
dicial  Council  review  of  the.  recent  action 
by  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  elimi¬ 
nating  the  deaconess  program  office  and 
the  position  of  executive  secretary. 

I  also  am  one  of  the  deaconesses  who 
assumed  The  Book  of  Discipline  was  the 
law  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  and 
believed  the  law  was  changed  only  by  the 
General  Conference. 

However,  the  National  Division  action 
to  eliminate  the  deaconess  program  of- 
iice  ignores  that  law. 

I  believe  the  deaconesses  program  office 
should  be  placed  in  another  division  or  de¬ 
partment  of  the  board  to  be  administered 
as  mandated  by  the  General  Conference. 

This  year,  we,  the  deaconesses  and 
home  missionaries  celebrated  our  100 
years  of  service  to  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  We  pray  that  the  church  will 
maintain  the  covenant  relationship  with 
our  community  so  that  future  deaconess¬ 
es  and  home  missionaries  will  be  able  to 
celebrate  100  more  years  of  service  for 
our  Lord  and  Savior  with  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Beatrice  Fernandez 
El  Paso,  Texas 

Keep  reporting  the  story 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  staff  has  given  some  very  good 
coverage  to  the  situation  that  has  arisen 
in  the  National  Program  Division  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

Also,  the  recent  “Here  I  Stand”  by  Lou¬ 
ise  Weeks  painted  out  some  important  as¬ 
pects  of  the  actions  (see  UMR,  Oct.  7). 


This  story  needs  to  be  kept  before  the 
church  to  be  sure  that  adequate  and  ap¬ 
propriate  adjustments  are  made. 

The  staff  people  who  were  eliminated 
weren’t  the  ones  responsible  for  the  finan¬ 
cial  problems  in  the  National  Division. 

If,  as  reported,  the  National  Division 
spending  had  exceeded  the  income  for  four 
years,  why  was  it  not  corrected  before  it 
became  so  critical?  Why  was  a  large  sum 
of  money  spent  on  rearranging  offices? 

The  only  program  executive  staff  per¬ 
son  authorized  by  the  Discipline  is  the 
executive  secretary  of  deaconess  work. 
That  person  was  included  in  the  layoffs. 

To  my  knowledge,  there  was  no  con¬ 
sultation  with  deaconesses  about  termi¬ 
nating  the  person  in  that  office  or  about 
the  manner  in  which  the  functions  of  that 
office  would  be  carried  out. 

The  crisis  has  not  been  properly  re¬ 
solved.  The  new  board  has  inherited  a 
"hot  potato.” 

The  new  board  not  only  needs  our 
prayers.  It  needs  our  insistence  that  fair 
employment  practices  and  legal  provi¬ 
sions  be  carried  out. 

Mary  Lou  Barnwell 

Lake  Junaluska,  North  Carolina 

Church  needs  deaconesses 

To  the  Editor: 

Many  deaconesses  support  the  views 
of  Louise  Weeks  (see  UMR,  Oct.  7). 

To  have  the  deaconess  program  office 
staff  terminated  in  such  manner  within 
days  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Centennial 
Deaconess  Celebration  is  ironic,  to  say 
the  least! 

In  recent  years  the  National  Program 
Division  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  hasn’t  made  deaconesses  or 
home  missionaries  a  personnel  priority. 

The  church  no  longer  has  an  active 
and  visible  program  that  calls  and  chal¬ 
lenges  teen-agers  and  young  adults  to 


consider  church-related  vocations.  The 
role  of  laywomen  in  church  and  society 
has  been  undergoing  significant  changes. 

Amid  all  that— and  at  the  very  time 
when  social  ills  of  homelessness,  child 
abuse,  teen-mothers  and  drug  problems 
are  on  the  increase— the  number  of  dea¬ 
conesses  has  declined. 

Ministry  among  these  social  ills  are 
the  very  mission  areas  to  which  the 
church  has  called  and  commissioned 
young  women  for  service  for  a  century. 

The  deaconesses  movement  has  provid¬ 
ed  the  church  with  a  corps  of  trained  lay- 
women  available  for  annual  appointment 
to  ministries  of  love,  justice  and  service. 

The  “message”  sept  to  deaconesses 
and  home  missionaries  in  recent  weeks 
by  the  National  Division  is  not  a  ringing 
"call"  to  service.  I  believe  the  church 
still  needs  these  workers  as  much  today 
as  in  the  past. 

Barbara  E.  Campbell 
New  York,  New  York 

I’m  praying  for  election 

To  the  Editor: 

I  am  calling  the  people  of  my  commu¬ 
nity  to  an  election-eve  prayer  meeting 
on  the  court  house  lawn  at  7  p.m.  Nov.  7. 

The  purpose  of  this  public  prayer 
meeting  just  before  the  general  election 
is  to  thank  God  for  the  privileges  of  free 
elections  and  free  assembly,  to  ask  his 
guidance  in  voting,  to  pledge  our  alle¬ 
giance  to  this  beloved  country  and  to 
pledge  our  support  to  those  we  elect. 

Locally  elected  officials  will  be  asked 
to  tell  us  what  our  prayers  mean  to 
them.  The  people  will  make  prayer  re¬ 
quests.  It  will  be  a  simple,  sincere 
prayer  meeting  for  all. 

I  hope  other  communities  will  consid¬ 
er  such  prayer  meetings. 

Cecil  F.  McKee 
Huntsville,  Texas 


Here  I  Stand 

We  should  make  room  for  wheelchairs 


Africa  university  scholars  will  enrich  our  thoughts,  faith 


A  provocative  lecture  on  religion  in 
Africa  recently  demonstrated  an  easily 
overlooked  benefit  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  proposed  university  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  lecture  was  given  by  the  Rev. 
Temba  L.J.  Mafico  to  members  of  the 
General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
Ministry  (see  UMR,  Oct.  21).  Dr.  Mafico, 
a  theologian  from  Zimbabwe,  is  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  Interdenominational  Theological 
Center  in  Atlanta. 

Dr.  Mafico  said  belief  in  witchcraft— 
which  explains  for  Africans  why  evil 
things  happen— still  dominates  Africa, 
even  among  Christians.  Before  Africans 
will  reject  witchcraft,  he  said,  they  need 
“tangible  proof  and  signs”  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  forms  "a  protective  wall  against 
witches,  sorcerers  and  demons.”  He  used 
Mark  16:18  as  an  example  of  “tangible 
proof  and  signs.” 

He  added  that,  without  such  assur¬ 
ances,  Africans  find  the  Western  version 
of  Christianity  superficial  and  unable  to 
fill  an  important  need  for  reassurance  in 
the  face  of  evil’s  ongoing  reality. 

That's  a  disturbing  observation. 

It  challenges  simplistic  Western  notions 
that  traditional  African  religions  will  auto¬ 
matically  give  way  to  the  presumed  self- 
evident  superiority  of  Christianity  once 
Africans  have  heard  the  Gospel. 

It  also  is  a  prod  to  those  of  us  in  the 
West  to  consider  whether  we  have  a  ma¬ 


jor  blind  spot  in  our  understanding  of  the 
Gospel.  Specifically,  it  questions  the  ma¬ 
turity  of  our  grasp  of  evil  and  the  re¬ 
sources  of  our  faith  for  confronting  its 
reality. 

In  either  case,  Dr.  Mafico’s  analysis 
and  insight  are  sterling  examples  of  how 
increased  intellectual  interaction  with 
our  African  brothers  and  sisters  can 
spiritually  enrich  Western  Christians. 

The  overriding  motivation  for  estab¬ 
lishing  a  United  Methodist  university  in 
Africa,  as  approved  by  the  1988  General 
Conference,  is  and  must  continue  to  be  to 
help  African  Christians  train  leaders  for 
their  churches  and  societies. 

The  proposed  university  offers  a  once- 
in-a-lifetime  opportunity  for  United 
Methodist  Christians  to  make  a  positive 
long-term  impact  on  the  vitality  of 
Christianity  in  Africa. 

It  would  be  shortsighted,  however,  and 
all-too  reminiscent  of  a  discredited  colo¬ 
nial  mentality,  not  to  recognize  that  ef¬ 
forts  to  establish  a  UM  African 
university  pave  a  two-way  street. 


In  one  direction,  such  efforts  enable 
Western  Christians  to  share  their  gifts— fi¬ 
nancial,  organizational,  etc. — with  Afri¬ 
cans.  In  the  other  direction,  they  enable 
African  Christians  to  share  their  consider¬ 
able  gifts  with  those  of  us  in  the  West. 

Those  gifts  include  the  spiritual  fruits 
of  their  own  creative  and  often  difficult 
struggles  with  African  culture.  Out  of 
those  struggles  come  such  things  as  new 
forms  of  worship  and  fresh  theological 
insights. 

African  gifts  are  also  likely  to  include 
a  stimulating,  and  sometimes  disturbing, 
angle  of  vision  on  Western  interpreta¬ 
tions  and  applications  of  the  faith. 

Such  mutual  sharing  already  occurs  on 
a  limited  scale  via  existing  mission  efforts 
in  Africa.  The  African  university  holds  un¬ 
usual  potential  for  accelerating  and  ex¬ 
panding  such  interaction,  particularly  as  it 
captures  the  imagination  and  elicits  the  in¬ 
volvement  of  UM  Christians  in  the  West. 

That  is  an  exciting  prospect.  It  merits 
our  widespread  celebration,  encourage¬ 
ment  and  support. 


By  EARL  H.  MILLER 

If  you  have  never  had  to  use  a  wheel¬ 
chair,  you  may  not  have  thought  about 
where  you  would  sit  when  you  attend 
worship. 

In  most  churches  you  would  sit  in  the 
aisle  and  feel  awkward,  and  would  also 
become  a  hazard  in  the  case  of  an  emer¬ 
gency. 

You  might  sit  in  front  of  all  the  other 
pews,  but  most  United  Methodists  don’t 
sit  in  the  front  rows  by  choice!  You  may 
even  sit  in  the  very  back  of  the  church 
where  it  may  be  difficult  to  see  or  hear  if 
that’s  the  only  space  available. 

I  wouldn’t  want  to  imply  that  a  person 
in  a  wheelchair  is  not  grateful  for  any 
space  in  which  to  sit.  However,  I  do  want 
to  suggest  that  with  very  little  effort  more 
acceptable  space  could  be  made  available. 

That  can  be  done  by  shortening  two 
pews,  one  in  front  of  the  other.  The  pews 
need  to  be  shortened  by  36  inches.  Short¬ 
ening  two  pews  in  tandem  permits  even 
an  electrically  powered  wheelchair  am¬ 
ple  space  to  maneuver  into  place.  It  also 
allows  space  for  people  to  move  in  front 
or  back  of  the  wheelchair  to  get  in  or  out 
of  a  pew. 

Another  suggestion  is  to  shorten  two 
pews  about  a  third  of  the  way  from  the 
back  on  one  side  of  the  sanctuary,  and  a 
third  of  the  way  from  the  front  on  the 
other  side  of  the  sanctuary.  That  permits 
some  freedom  of  choice  about  the  area 
in  which  the  worshiper  wants  to  sit. 


Earl  Miller 


Shortened  pews  allow  a  person  in  a 
wheelchair  to  sit  with  his  or  her  family 
or  friends.  That’s  an  advantage  over  re¬ 
moving  all  of  the 
pews  from  a  particu¬ 
lar  section  of  the 
sanctuary. 

When  the  latter  is 
done,  there  is  ample 
space  for  wheel¬ 
chairs,  but  those  in 
wheelchairs  may  be 
segregated  from 
friends  and  family  members. 

Some  churches  are  fortunate  to  be 
built  in  an  architectural  style  that  allows 
for  natural  wheelchair  space  at  the  end 
of  some  pews  within  the  sanctuary  area. 
Others  use  moveable  chairs  that  allow  a 
wheelchair  to  fit  anywhere. 

If  there  are  members  of  our  church  who 
regularly  use  wheelchairs,  they  would  be 
excellent  people  to  serve  as  trustees. 

At  the  very  least  their  counsel  and  ad¬ 
vice  should  be  sought  in  regard  to  mak¬ 
ing  your  church  accessible  to  all.  This 
accessibility  should  include  not  only  the 
sanctuary  but  restrooms  and  all  levels  of 
the  church  when  at  all  possible. 

The  shortened  pew  is  a  message  both 
from  and  to  the  congregation  that  we  are 
an  accessible  and  inclusive  church.  Don’t 
wait  until  someone  in  a  wheelchair  tries 
to  attend  your  church  to  provide  appro¬ 
priate  space. 

By  the  time  you  have  made  space  avail- 


My  Witness 


Fve  found  the  German  roots  of  my  faith 
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By  BETTIJANE  BURGER 
My  search  began  with  a  penciled  note, 
carefully  preserved  for  more  than  100 
years,  and  ended  at  a  quiet  country  grave- 
yard.  I  had  found 
John  Dreisbach. 

The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  perhaps 
had  lost  John  Dreis¬ 
bach,  and  most  of  its 
German-American 
heritage,  in  the  1968 
merger.  „ 

But  with  the  help  of  Bettijane  Burger 
seminary  textbooks,  the  church  archives 
in  Madison,  N.J.,  and  a  reference  to  a  dis- 


for  more  than  100 
quiet  country  grave- 
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Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“  ‘Who  is  my  mother,  and  who  are 
my  brothers?’  Pointing  to  his  disci¬ 
ples,  he  said,  Here  are  my  mother 
and  my  brothers.  For  whoever  does 
the  will  of  my  Father  in  heaven  is 
my  brother  and  sister  and  mother.’  ” 
(NIV) 

(Submitted  by  Monty  Gilmer,  Rosedale,  Va.) 


Book 


Chapter 


Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Matthew  16:3) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  6 
Monday:  Psalm  146 
Tuesday:  1  Kings  17:1-7 
Wednesday:  1  Kings  17:8-16 
Thursday:  Hebrews  9:1-14 
Friday:  Hebrews  9:15-23 
Saturday:  Hebrews  9:24-28 
Sunday:  Mark  12:38-44 


tant  cousin  who  had  compiled  a  genealogy, 
I  rediscovered  a  tradition  and  heritage 
that  had  been  brushed  aside  in  my  growing 
up  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Most  of  us  are  ignorant  of  the  faithful 
German-American  church  growing 
alongside  the  Methodists.  It  was  rebuffed 
from  joining  the  Methodists,  however,  by 
Bishop  Francis  Asbury. 

Bishop  Asbury  perhaps  exhibited  a  bit 
of  English  heritage  ethnocentrism  when 
he  told  my  great-great-great-grandfa- 
ther,  the  Rev.  John  Dreisbach,  that  he 
could  become  a  Methodist  minister  if  he 
would  travel  with  Brother  Jacob  Gruber 
to  learn  better  English. 

But  Dreisbach  felt  called  to  continue 
his  service  with  the  German  immigrants 
as  the  first  “presiding  elder”  of  the 
Evangelical  Association. 

An  unknown  ancestoral  link 

I  didn’t  know  of  my  ancestral  link  to 
my  own  church's  history  until  last  year. 
An  older  minister  told  me  that  "presid¬ 
ing  elder”  in  our  church  meant  "district 
superintendent.”  A  reference  in  the  obit¬ 
uary  of  John  Driesbach’s  grandson  men¬ 
tioned  Dreisbach’s  historic  first. 

The  grandson,  my  great-grandfather 
wrote  (his  spelling  retained),  “Our  Dear 
Grand  Father  departed  this  life  Aug.  20. 
A.D.  1871,  on  the  Sabbath  at  about  2 
o'clock  p.m.  Died  suddenly  after  a  pro¬ 
tracted  sickness  so  that  not  one  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  saw  him  die.  He  died  in  Circleville, 
Ohio,  was  buried  at  Ebenezer  Graveyard  6 
miles  southeast  of  Circleville.” 

Next  year,  1989,  will  be  the  200th  birth¬ 
day  of  Dreisbach,  ordained  by  Bishop  Ja¬ 
cob  Albright  at  18,  who  outlived  all  the 
early  Evangelical  Association  leaders,  to 
write,  preach,  circuit  ride,  advocate.  Yet 
he  was  deemed  too  sickly  to  be  a  bishop. 

Dreisbach’s  grandparents  emigrated 
from  Germany  to  Lancaster  County,  Pa., 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  Both  the 
Evangelical  Association  and  the  United 
Brethren  began  there.  The  Evangelical 


bishop,  Jacob  Albright,  first  a  Lutheran, 
called  his  German  group  a  “newly 
formed  Methodist  conference”  and  for  a 
while  was  a  Methodist  preacher. 

The  Evangelicals  and  United  Brethren 
merged  in  1946. 

Looking  for  a  universal  church,  the 
Evangelicals  were  reluctant  to  call 
themselves  a  church  at  first  but  official¬ 
ly  organized  at  John’s  father’s  home. 
That  was  their  first  general  conference 
in  1816  in  Union  County,  Pa.  John,  age  27, 
presided  as  chairman. 

By  then,  John  had  been  circuit  riding, 
sometimes  away  for  months,  but  kept  di¬ 
aries,  five  years  of  which  are  preserved 
at  the  United  Methodist  archives. 

The  Association  clung  to  its  German 
tradition,  and  one  minister  was  expelled 
for  insisting  on  English.  However,  the  as¬ 
sociation  started  a  missionary  society 
and  declared  in  1847  that  no  one  was  to 
have  slaves.  The  association  finally  be¬ 
gan  to  call  itself  a  church  in  1922. 

Pleaded  for  a  seminary 

By  1808,  Dreisbach  had  published  a 
catechism  and  established  a  publishing 
house  in  New  Berlin,  Pa.,  in  1815.  Moving 
to  Cleveland  in  1854,  he  produced  the  old¬ 
est  German  language  periodical  in  the 
United  States. 

He  pleaded  at  general  conference  for  a 
“seminary  for  the  general  sciences”  and 
in  1855  published  an  article  in  the  “Evan¬ 
gelical  Messenger"  titled,  “Teachers  and 
preachers  should  not  be  ignorant." 

Including  poems  and  hymns  in  his 
journals,  Dreisbach  wrote  sadly  of  bury¬ 
ing  his  first  wife,  Catherine  Ever,  later 
marrying  her  sister  Fanny.  They  reared 
13  children  and  one  adopted  girl.  A 
granddaughter,  Emma  Woodside,  was  a 
missionary  in  Africa. 

His  journals  told  of  meetings  disrupted 
by  apple-throwing  and  others  with  peo¬ 
ple  on  their  knees  weeping  or  leaping  in 
fervor.  He  spoke  bilingually,  and  heard 
an  "edifying”  message  by  Robert  Straw- 
bridge.  He  examined  quarreling  mem¬ 


bers  and  put  them  on  probation.  He 
criticized  his  shortcomings  and  inter¬ 
preted  his  dreams. 

He  rode  20  miles  in  heavy  rains.  He 
helped  with  members’  estate  settle¬ 
ments.  He  had  relatives  who  were  state 
legislators  and  war  veterans.  He  was  a 
Democrat,  later  a  Whig  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  legislature  and  was  mentioned  as  a 
gubernatorial  candidate.  He  often  had  20 
appointments  on  his  circuit. 

The  meeting  with  Bishop  Asbury  was 
Aug.  2,  1810.  After  Dreisbach  turned  down 
Asbury’s  offer  to  join  the  English-speaking 
Methodists,  the  bishop  said  the  German 
language  wouldn’t  last  much  longer. 
Dreisbach  said  the  immigrants  would  keep 
it  going  as  long  as  they  came. 

They  parted  as  friends,  never  to  see 
each  other  again. 

Donated  land  for  church 

Dreisbach  moved  to  Ohio  to  oversee  a 
second  western  conference  begun  in  1827, 
and  donated  land  for  Ebenezer  Evangelical 
Church  outside  Circleville,  Ohio,  in  1850.  He 
was  buried  there  21  years  later. 

The  1871  annual  conference  journal 
said,  “His  sound  judgement,  his  amiable 
disposition  and  deep  piety  secured  to  him 
...  the  esteem  in  which  children  hold  a 
kind  and  loving  father.” 

Now,  117  years  later,  his  great-great- 
great-granddaughter  stood  at  his  grave. 
Only  a  stone  wall  remained  of  his 
church.  I  celebrated  his  and  my  roots  in 
our  church. 

Today  other  immigrants  bring  diverse 
richness  to  the  church,  wanting  to  pre¬ 
serve  their  heritage  as  John  Dreisbach 
did.  He  labored  long  for  the  church,  un¬ 
der  many  hardships.  What  would  he  say 
to  us  today?  In  1817,  he  wrote  simply,  “O 
God,  make  thy  word  faithful.” 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share  mean¬ 
ingful  experiences  of  the  Christian  life. 
Bettijane  Burger  is  a  member  of  Christ 
Church  United  Methodist,  Charleston, 
W.Va.  (West  Virginia  conference). 


A  Tosha  Tudor  favorite— 

And  It  Was  So 
Second  Edition 

This  beautifully  designed  children’s 
book  by  a  famous  illustrator  clearly 
shows  a  very  special  feeling  for  the 
relationship  an  individual  can  have 
toward  the  beauty  of  the  natural  world. 
Thdor  illuminates,  for  the  youngest 
child,  choice  selections  of  Scripture 
that  tell  of  God’s  love  in  creation  as 
manifested  through  Jesus.  Adults  and 
children  alike  will  respond  to  the  time¬ 
less  illustrations  in  this  ideal  gift  book. 

Hardbound  $7.95 

A  Child  Is  Bom: 

Meditations  for  Advent 
and  Christmas 

J.  Barrie  Shepherd 

Described  by  Ann  Weems  as  “a  jewel 
among  the  tinsel  of  the  season,"  this 
book  offers  sixty  biblically-based 
prayers  for  Advent  and  Christmas.  Each 
day’s  prayers  originate  from  Scripture 
passages  that  relate  to  the  Christmas 
story.  Complete  with  illustrations,  A 
Child  Is  Bom  is  a  welcome  addition 
for  individuals  or  groups,  to  keep 
or  to  give.  Hardbound  $12.95 


Published  by 

THE  WESTMINSTER  PRESS 


Q 

Cokesbury 

CALL  OR  VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
or  CALL  TOLL  FREE:  1-800-672-1789 
Use  your  Cokesbury  account,  VISA, 
American  Express,  or  MasterCard. 

Call  Monday-Friday,  7:30-5:00  Central  time 
or  8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 


able,  that  person  is  likely  to  be  attending  a 
more  convenient  church  nearby. 

Each  church  should  be  ready  to  ac¬ 
commodate  people  in  wheelchairs,  so 
when  the  need  arises— and  it  will— the 
congregation  is  already  prepared  to  say 
“welcome”  to  mobility-impaired  people 
and  their  families. 

“Here  I  Stand"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Earl  H.  Miller  is 
a  clergy  member  of  the  Rocky  Mountain 
Annual  Conference  on  disability  leave 
who  lives  in  New  York  City. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “ Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 
0275. 
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Ministry  by  laity  called  ‘true  imitation  of  Christ’ 


Lay  people  reported 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

BOSTON— The  United  Methodist  Church  needs  to  take  a  se¬ 
rious  look  at  the  “hunger”  of  laypeople  for  ministry. 

That’s  one  assessment  from  United  Methodists  who  took 
part  in  the  National  Convocation  on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
Oct.  21-23  at  Andover  Newton  Theological  School. 

"Laity  all  over  are  hungry  to  be  affirmed  in  ministry,”  said  Ai- 
leen  Williams,  a  district  lay  leader  in  the  Minnesota  Annual  Con¬ 
ference.  “The  church  needs  to  find  new  language  for  lay  ministry 
and  new  ways  for  people  to  feel  that  what  they  do  is  ministry." 

Her  traveling  companion,  Kathryn  Colescott,  agreed. 

“One  of  the  great  things  about  coming  to  something  like  this 
convocation  is  that  you  learn  that  your  denomination  has 
some  great  things,  but  it  also  has  some  deficiencies,”  said  Ms. 
Colescott,  the  Minnesota  conference’s  coordinator  of  short¬ 
term  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Evelyn  Burry,  head  of  the  Section  on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity 
at  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship,  said  the  concepts  of  “min¬ 
istry  in  daily  life”  are  already  under  consideration  at  her  agency. 

“Probably  the  biggest  concern  is  the  language  issue,”  Ms. 
Burry  told  the  Reporter.  “Who  is  a  lay  minister?  The  actual 


‘hungry9  for  ministry 

term  ‘laity’— does  it  derive  from  ‘laicos’  which  in  Greek 
means  ‘over  against,’  signifying  being  in  opposition  to  the  cler¬ 
gy,  or  does  it  come  from  ‘laos’  meaning  the  people  of  God?” 

Donna  Costa,  conference  lay  leader  of  the  Southern  New 
England  Annual  Conference,  said  the  convocation  pointed  out 
to  her  the  need  for  United  Methodism  to  be  open  to  adaptation. 

"Can  we  allow  new  things  to  bubble  up?”  she  asked.  “How  can 
we  help  people  see  the  journey  and  the  stages  of  discipleship,  that 
there’s  not  one  ‘right’  way  but  a  variety  of  gifts  and  graces?” 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  outgoing  chief  of  United  Methodism’s 
world  missions  agency,  told  the  Reporter  she  feels  the  church 
needs  to  take  the  questions  of  laypeople  seriously. 

"There’s  a  deep  feeling  among  many  that  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  still  feels  that  laity  have  a  place  and  should  stay 
in  it,”  Dr.  Billings  said. 

“I  think  our  church  structure  is  an  inhibiting  factor.  We 
haven’t  found  a  way  to  use  our  structure  to  free  us  for  ministry. 

"I  see  a  strong  move  for  the  laity  to  renegotiate  the  contract  of 
ministry  for  a  broader  understanding.  To  the  degree  that  we  are 
able  to  do  that,  the  United  Methodist  Church  will  be  revived.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

BOSTON— “The  ministry  of  the  la¬ 
xity— sacrificial  service  in  all  structures 
of  the  world— is  the  true  imitation  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ.” 

With  that  contention,  Episcopalian  au¬ 
thor/lecturer  Verna  Dozier  opened  flood¬ 
gates  of  discussion  at  the  recent  National 
Convocation  on  the  Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

The  people  of  God— also  known  as  the 
Mlaos"  or  laity— attending  the  convoca- 
•  tion  grappled  with  Ms.  Dozier’s  chal¬ 
lenges  and  other  faith  questions  as  if 
wrestling  with  angels. 

Discipleship  challenges  debated 

Unlike  Jacob,  whose  tussle  with  an  an¬ 
gel  left  him  limping,  participants  came 
away  strengthened  by  debate  over  the 
challenges  of  discipleship.  Among  them: 

•  Where  is  God  in  the  demanding— and 
Sometimes  unethical— practices  of  the 
workplace? 

•  *Is  acquired  immune  deficiency  syn¬ 
drome  a  “judgment  from  God”? 

•What  responsibility  do  U.S.  Chris¬ 
tians  bear  for  apartheid  in  South  Africa? 

The  convocation  that  addressed  these 
and  other  issues  was  Oct.  21-23  at  Ando- 
'ver  Newton  Theological  School,  a  semi¬ 
nary  related  to  both  the  American 
Baptist  Churches  in  the  U.S.A.  and  the 
'United  Church  of  Christ. 

The  event  brought  together  235  partic¬ 
ipants  from  26  states  and  Canada.  Par¬ 
ticipants  represented  at  least  seven 
denominations— American  Baptist, 
Southern  Baptist,  Lutheran,  Episcopal, 
United  Church  of  Christ,  United  Method¬ 
ist  and  Roman  Catholic. 

’  “We  specifically  didn’t  ask  for  denomi¬ 
nation  on  the  registration  forms,”  said 
the  Rev.  Keith  Man,  a  United  Church  of 


Christ  clergyman  and  associate  director 
of  Andover  Newton’s  Center  for  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  the  Laity,  which  sponsored  the 
event.  “We  wanted  to  emphasize  the  one¬ 
ness  of  Christianity,  not  denominations.” 

Bible  mentions  2  priesthoods 

In  her  keynote  speech,  Ms.  Dozier  noted 
that  the  New  Testament  refers  to  only  two 
priesthoods:  the  "high  priesthood”  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  priesthood  of  all  believers. 

Today’s  church,  like  the  Hebrew  na¬ 
tion  of  the  Old  Testament,  has  missed 
God’s  calling  by  failing  to  encourage  and 
support  lay  ministry,  she  asserted. 

“God’s  terms  are  more  radical  than 
human  terms,”  Ms.  Dozier  contended. 
"They  will  bring  the  ones  who  live  by 
them  into  collision  with  the  established 
order.  Those  who  live  by  them  must  be 
prepared  to  sacrifice  their  lives.” 

She  posed  three  questions  to  the  convo¬ 
cation: 

•How  has  the  ministry  of  the  laity 
been  shortchanged? 

•  How  can  the  church  emphasize  living 
the  "kingdom  life"  in  the  present  rather 
than  waiting  for  the  “kingdom  to  come”? 

•How  can  the  church  place  concern 
for  people  above  concerns  over  rites  of 
worship  and  institutional  preservation? 

After  a  panel  discussion  explored  the 
demands  of  the  workplace,  convocation 
participants  divided  into  about  20  occu¬ 
pational  interest  groups  and  dispersed 
throughout  metropolitan  Boston  to  meet 
with  Christians  in  numerous  vocations. 

The  groups  shared  faith  struggles  in 
the  workplace  and  attempted  to  clarify 
some  of  the  “gut  issues”  of  contempo¬ 
rary  ministry. 

During  a  second  panel  discussion  the 
next  day,  speakers  and  participants  debat¬ 
ed  several  of  those  issues.  Among  them: 


•What  will  engender  community  and 
moral  responsibility  in  the  workplace 
and  in  society  in  general? 

•What  is  a  Christian’s  responsibility 
toward  making  changes  in  societal  struc¬ 
tures  that  oppress  people? 

"Our  unconscious  presupposition  that 
we  are  individuals  is  desperately  anti¬ 
thetical  to  Scripture,”  asserted  Dr.  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Bettenhausen,  a  Lutheran 
theologian.  “What  we  need  to  ask  is 
whether  the  structure  of  which  we  are  a 
part  embodies  God." 

Ms.  Dozier  agreed,  saying,  “I’m  part 
of  an  unjust  system.  I’m  against  war,  but 


I  pay  my  income  tax.  I  pay  it  with  guilt 
and  prayers  for  forgiveness.” 

Dr.  Peggy  Billings,  outgoing  World  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  chief  of  United  Method¬ 
ism’s  missions  board,  added:  “How  do  we 
walk  in  the  spaces  between  what  crazy  so¬ 
ciety  demands  of  us  and  what  God  says?” 

Confrontations  spark  tension 

The  convocation  weathered  two  in¬ 
tense  moments  of  confrontation  between 
speakers  and  participants. 

During  a  speech  on  faith  in  a  political 
context,  ringing  with  biblically  prophetic 
overtones,  former  U.S.  Rep.  Shirley  Chis¬ 


holm  of  New  York  likened  AIDS  to  a 
“judgment  from  God.” 

Her  remark  was  challenged  by  one 
participant  during  a  question-and-an- 
swer  session.  Mrs.  Chisholm’s  explana¬ 
tion  that  her  remark  was  a  general 
observation  that  didn’t  imply  sins  of  spe¬ 
cific  people  was  met  by  silence  and  then 
polite  applause  from  the  group,  which 
only  minutes  earlier  had  greeted  her 
with  a  standing  ovation. 

Participants’  reactions  to  Mrs.  Chis¬ 
holm’s  remark  were  so  intense  that  con¬ 
vocation  leaders  chose  to  include 
discussion  of  it  during  the  next  day’s 


World  Methodist  leader 


cites  Israeli  violations 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

•  Israel  is  “openly  and  blatantly”  violat¬ 
ing  a  United  Nations-endorsed  human 
•rights  charter  in  its  treatment  of  Pales- 
■  tinians  in  the  occupied  territories,  says 
the  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary  of 
the  World  Methodist  Council. 

■ ;  The  World  Methodist  executive  was  in 
Israel  last  week  to  attend  the  annual 
•conference  of  secretaries  of  Christian 
world  communions. 

“The  things  I  saw  in  the  Palestinian 
,camps  are  worse  than  anything  I  have 
.seen  in  South  Africa,"  said  Dr.  Hale. 

He  told  the  Reporter  he  saw  evidence 
in  East  Jerusalem  and  the  West  Bank  of 
violations  of  25  of  the  Universal  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Humans  Rights’  30  articles. 

“We  would  not  tolerate  even  one  or 
two  of  these  violations  in  the  United 


“UNWANTED  AND 
UNLOVED!” 


How  do  you  tell  a  helpless  little 
four-year-old  that  she  is  not  loved- 
and  not  even  wanted?  Little  Jung 
Hee’s  mother  slipped  into  the  city 
of  Pusan,  Korea,  one  evening  and 
left  Jung  Hee  on  the  bare  sidewalk. 

Does  anyone  wish  to  sponsor 
Jung  Hee  and  thereby  give  her  a 
chance  in  life?  Or,  some  other 
needy  child  in  a  Christian  orphan¬ 
age  in  the  Philippines  or  India? 

You'll  receive  full  information  on 
the  child:  name,  address,  photo. 
You  can  write  him  if  you  wish.  This 
is  a  rewarding  project  for  a  church 
group,  individual  or  family.  The 
cost  is  $13  per  month  and  WCI  is 
U.S.  government  approved  so  all 
donations  are  tax  deductible.  WCI 
sent  88%  of  funds  received  in 
1987  on  for  the  children.  World’s 
Children,  Inc.  was  founded  by  a 
Methodist  minister  and  his  wife. 
Many  destitute  children  like  Jung 
Hee  are  waiting  for  help.  Please 
write  today. 
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States,”  he  said,  noting  that  every  U.N. 
member  has  pledged  to  honor  the  rights 
spelled  out  in  the  U.N.  document. 

He  said  Israel’s  violations  include  arbi¬ 
trary  arrest  and  detention,  punishment 
without  trial,  collective  punitive  acts  that 
injure  innocent  people,  and  the  denial  of 
right  of  free  expression  and  assembly. 

At  one  camp,  he  said,  his  group  was 
told  that  five  men  had  been  arrested  that 
morning  for  “resisting  occupation.” 

.‘It’s  normal  to  be  in  jail’ 

"One  person  standing  nearby  said, 
‘Here,  it  is  the  normal  thing  to  be  in 
jail,’  ”  Dr.  Hale  said,  adding  that  more 
than  17,000  Palestinians  had  been  arrest¬ 
ed  and  imprisoned  in  10  months. 

He  said  that  although  the  Israeli  govern¬ 
ment  has  effectively  shut  down  television 
news  coverage,  incidents  which  major  net¬ 
works  in  this  country  showed  a  few 
months  ago  are  still  occurring. 

“Remembering  the  way  the  holocaust 
was  allowed  to  happen,  I  am  concerned 
about  an  even  greater  tragedy  that  ‘out  of 
sight,  out  of  mind’  may  bring,”  he  said. 

Israeli  Defense  Forces  are  attempting 
to  put  down  an  11-month-old  civil  uprising 
by  Palestinians  calling  for  self-determina¬ 
tion  for  Palestinian  Arab  residents  of  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip,  territories  oc¬ 
cupied  by  Israeli  forces  since  the  end  of 
the  Six-Day  War  in  1967. 

The  uprising— triggered  by  growing 
frustration  over  the  tightening  occupa¬ 
tion  pressures— has  been  marked  by 
stone-throwing  incidents  by  Palestinian 
children,  shopkeepers’  strikes,  and  sym¬ 
bolic  protest  actions.  One  Israeli  soldier 
has  been  killed. 

Dr.  Hale  said  he  talked  with  Palestin¬ 
ian  Arabs  in  Jerusalem  and  in  the  occu¬ 
pied  West  Bank  of  Israel. 

“I  heard  the  plea  of  a  people  crying 
out  for  respect  and  trying  to  find  some 
glimmer  of  hope. 

How  can  America  support  this? 

"As  an  American,  I  came  away  won¬ 
dering  how  our  country  can  support  what 
I  saw  without  mounting  a  serious  chal¬ 
lenge  through  our  State  Department  and 
in  the  highest  levels  of  our  government. 

“What  I  saw  was  in  violation  of  our  na¬ 
tional  Constitution  and  our  most  deeply 
cherished  American  principles.” 

Dr.  Hale  said  one  Eastern  church  pa¬ 
triarch  told  a  visiting  group,  “This  is  the 
worst  time  in  our  history.” 

“During  the  week  I  was  there  the  ‘Je¬ 
rusalem  Post’  reported  one  or  more  per¬ 
sons  shot  to  death  each  day  by  the  Israeli 
Defense  Forces  with  a  four-year-old  be¬ 
ing  killed  on  one  day,”  said  Dr.  Hale. 

He  noted  the  death  toll  since  Decem¬ 
ber  1987  has  topped  300. 

He  said  Palestinian  homes  have  been 
bulldozed  by  Israeli  soldiers,  leaving  in¬ 
nocent  women  and  children  homeless. 

One  mother,  whose  home  had  been  re¬ 
duced  to  a  “huge  mound  of  collapsed 
walls  and  household  contents,”  said  she 
had  begged  soldiers  not  to  destroy  the 
entire  house  because  one  half  was  home 
for  her  married  children. 

“She  said  she  wanted  the  ‘big  nations, 
the  United  States  and  others,’  to  know  of 
their  circumstances  and  to  feel  with 
them,"  said  Dr.  Hale. 

He  said  one  regional  church  leader 
told  of  seeing  “two  beautiful  two-story 
houses"  bulldozed  into  rubble,  simply  be¬ 
cause  children  living  in  them  were  seen 
throwing  stones  at  soldiers. 

Palestinian  refugee  camps  have  been 
virtually  sealed  off,  and  Israeli  soldiers 
regularly  put  up  roadblocks  to  shut  down 
marketplaces,  he  said. 

Some  Israelis  want  to  relocate  Pales¬ 
tinians,  he  said.  He  warned,  however, 
that  the  Palestinians  are  not  going  to 
just  walk  away  and  leave  homes  that 
they  have  been  living  in  for  years. 
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JERUSALEM— A  Palestinian  mother  stands  with  five  of  her  eight  children  in  front  of  their  home  bulldozed  by 
Israeli  defense  forces.  The  tent,  provided  by  the  Red  Cross,  is  symbolic,  since  they  have  found  temporary  shelter 
in  a  borrowed  room.  By  Jewish  law,  the  house  cannot  be  rebuilt  for  five  years. 

Missourian  ‘ emotionally  shaken’ 

UMC  bishop  praises  Africans 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  United  Methodist  bishop  who  retiyned 
last  week  from  a  visit  to  three  countries  in 
Africa  said  seeing  firsthand  the  problems 
of  Methodist  brothers  and  sisters  there  can 
“shake  you  emotionally.” 

Bishop  W.T.  Handy  (Missouri  Area), 
episcopal  leader  of  Missouri  East  and 
Missouri  West  Annual  Conferences,  trav¬ 
eled  to  South  Africa,  Mozambique  and 
Zimbabwe  as  a  representative  of  the 
United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
Sept.  28-Oct.  18. 

He  had  been  asked  to  visit  United 
Methodist-related  projects  in  Mozam¬ 
bique  and  Zimbabwe.  He  was  also  invit¬ 
ed  to  speak  to  a  meeting  of  the  Methodist 
Church  of  Southern  Africa. 

Bishop  Handy  will  give  a  full  report  to 
the  UM  Council  of  Bishops,  meeting  at 
St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.,  Nov.  13-18. 

South  Africans  have  deep  faith 

“South  Africa  is  probably  as  fine  a 
country  physically  as  I’ve  seen,”  said  the 
bishop.  “Capetown  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  cities  in  the  world,  but  the 
whole  fabric  of  the  nation  is  permeated 
by  the  racial  segregation  issue.” 

Bishop  Handy  told  the  Reporter  that 
one  of  the  most  enlightening  points  on 
his  trip  was  to  learn  of  the  presence  of 
United  Methodists  in  South  Africa. 

He  said  there  is  a  South  African  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  UMC  of  Mozambique,  com¬ 
posed  of  Mozambicans  who  have 
married  South  Africans.  The  district  has 
been  authorized  by  the  United  Methodist 
Mozambique  Annual  Conference. 

The  bishop  also  visited  a  Methodist 
church  in  the  South  African  township  of 
Soweto,  scene  of  some  of  the  worst  racial 
riots  in  South  Africa’s  recent  history. 

"I  found  that  the  situation  in  South  Afri¬ 
ca  is  not  as  simple  as  we  might  want  to 
make  it,”  said  the  bishop.  "All  those  coun¬ 
tries  [Mozambique,  Zimbabwe,  and  South 
Africa]  are  tied  together  economically. 

The  bishop  said  what  he  remembers 


W.T.  Handy 

...bishop  visits  South  Africa 


most  about  South  Africa  was  the  detain¬ 
ing  of  its  citizens. 

“People  can  be  picked  up  and  detained 
for  an  unlimited  time.  They  don’t  even 
have  to  tell  your  relatives  that  they  have 
you.  That’s  probably  the  most  devastat¬ 
ing  concept  I’ve  heard  of.” 

As  bad  as  it  is  in  that  country,  said  the 
bishop,  he  still  saw  some  signs  of  faith. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  Methodist  Church 
in  South  Africa  is  black,  he  said.  Also,  the 
Rev.  Stanley  Mogoba,  a  black,  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Methodist  Church 
of  South  Africa  for  three  years. 

Mozambican  aided  by  church 

During  his  trip  to  Mozambique,  Bishop 
Handy  participated  in  a  worship  service 
at  Northfield  United  Methodist  Church, 
where  he  baptized  an  adult  male. 

He  later  saw  “a  very  encouraging  ag¬ 
ricultural  project,"  called  CEMUDRI— 
the  United  Methodist  Center  for  Rural 
and  Industrial  Development. 

Located  10  miles  outside  of  Maputo, 
Mozambique,  CEMUDRI  was  established 


two  years  ago,  employing  23  people  on  16 
acres  of  land. 

Alfredo  B.  Mazive,  director  of  the 
project,  told  the  bishop  that  the  farm  has 
over  2,000  chickens. 

“It  also  has  turkeys,  ducks,  hogs  and 
fish  and  some  of  the  largest  rabbits  I’ve 
seen,”  said  Bishop  Handy. 

Vegetables  grown  include  carrots, 
cabbages,  cauliflower  and  onions.  The 
staff  also  conducts  workshops  on  agricul¬ 
ture  and  animal  husbandry. 

Bishop  Handy  also  visited  the  United 
Methodist  hospital  at  Chicuque,  Mozam¬ 
bique,  which  has  been  given  the  highest  of 
praise  by  the  governor  of  that  province. 

“Mozambique  is  a  poor  country, 
hounded  by  terrorists  that  are  rendering 
havoc  in  the  community  and  in  our 
church  work,”  said  the  UM  bishop. 

“To  see  the  maiming  that  the  terror¬ 
ists  have  done  to  children  and  others  is 
mind-boggling.” 

Zimbabwe  church  growing 

“Out  of  all  the  countries  in  East  Afri¬ 
ca,  Zimbabwe  seems  to  be  making  the 
transition  to  independence  better  than 
any  other  African  country  I’ve  seen,”  the 
bishop  continued. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is  also 
growing  there.  Several  mission  stations 
are  doing  great  work,  but  they  are  des¬ 
perately  in  need  of  resources,  books  and 
electrical  power.” 

The  bishop  visited  Old  Mutare,  pro¬ 
posed  site  for  the  United  Methodist  Afri¬ 
can  university,  and  talked  with  church 
officials  at  a  mission  station  across  from 
the  university  site. 

Bishop  Handy  also  was  asked  to  bap¬ 
tize  a  woman  at  Innercity  Methodist 
Church  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe. 

“The  United  Methodist  Church  is 
growing  all  over  Africa,”  concluded  the 
bishop.  “They  have  something  they  can 
teach  us  about  faith. 

“They  may  well  be  sending  missionar¬ 
ies  to  us  in  the  near  future  for  spiritual 
growth.” 


"gut  issues"  panel. 

The  second  confrontation  came  the 
next  afternoon  following  a  compelling 
account  by  the  Rev.  Colin  Joostee,  a 
black  United  Church  of  Christ  minister 
from  South  Africa,  about  his  experiences 
as  a  victim  of  apartheid. 

One  participant  confronted  Mr.  Joos¬ 
tee  and  the  convocation  leadership,  con¬ 
tending  that  he  had  expected  to  learn 
better  how  to  practice  Christianity  in  the 
workplace  rather  than  be  subjected  to 
remonstrances  about  racism. 

Anger  prompts  discussion 

Mr.  Joostee  met  the  participant’s  anger 
with  some  angry  remarks  of  his  own  about 
the  nature  of  discipleship.  But  the  convo¬ 
cation’s  leaders  used  the  tension  skillfully 
to  engage  other  participants  in  discussion 
of  racism  and  other  global  issues. 

Among  other  speakers  were  the  Rev. 
Harvey  Cox,  an  American  Baptist  cler¬ 
gyman  and  professor  at  Harvard  Divin¬ 
ity  School;  the  Rev.  Elizabeth 
Conde-Frasier,  an  American  Baptist 
clergywoman  and  director  of  Andover 
Newton’s  Hispanic  and  Latin  American 
Ministry  Program;  William  Diehl,  for¬ 
mer  Bethlehem  Steel  executive  and  au¬ 
thor  of  "Thank  God  It’s  Monday”  and  “In 
Search  of  Faithfulness";  and  the  Rev. 
James  Forbes,  professor  of  preaching  at 
interdenominational  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  City. 

The  convocation  took  1  Vi  years  to  plan 
and  cost  $27,000,  according  to  Shirley 
Halleen,  director  of  the  Center  for  the 
Ministry  of  the  Laity. 

The  center  itself  is  an  outgrowth  of  a 
1978-83  study  known  as  the  Laity  Proj¬ 
ect.  The  project  was  an  experiment  by 
Andover  Newton  to  research  ministry  by 
laypeople. 

At  the  convocation’s  conclusion,  no  one 
left  with  a  “handbook”  on  how  to  be  a 
contemporary  Christian.  There  were  no 
easy  answers. 

But  wrestling  with  the  questions  in  the 
company  of  a  faith  community  left  the  par¬ 
ticipants  with  what  many  termed  a  “pro¬ 
found"  renewal  of  commitment  to  their 
struggles  to  live  faithfully  as  Christians. 

High  court 
says  boycott 
vote  valid 

By  ROBERT  LEAR 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

HERSHEY,  Pa.— Barriers  in  a  church 
court  to  a  worldwide  United  Methodist 
boycott  of  Shell  oil  company  products 
were  removed  Oct.  28. 

The  unanimous  action  by  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  highest  tribunal  means  that  the 
boycott  begins  immediately.  It  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  continue  until  Royal  Dutch/Shell 
severs  all  operations  and  economic  ties 
in  South  Africa,  or  until  apartheid  in  that 
nation  is  ended. 

The  boycott  was  ordered  in  May  by  the 
denomination’s  top  legislative  assembly 
on  a  vote  of  475  to  418  and  was  to  begin 
immediately.  Implementation  was 
stayed  pending  a  review  by  the  church’s 
“Supreme  Court.” 

The  court  decided  that  it  does  not  have 
jurisdiction  since  the  issue  “is  neither 
one  of  (United  Methodist)  constitutional¬ 
ity  .. .  nor  of  meaning,  application  or  ef¬ 
fect”  under  church  law. 

Participation  in  a  boycott  is  a  "con- 
nectional  matter,”  the  Judicial  Council 
held,  and  "such  a  question  ...  is  appro¬ 
priate  for  floor  debate  but  not  for  judi¬ 
cial  review." 

Tom  Matheny,  Hammond,  La.,  .presi¬ 
dent  of  the  nine-member  court,  said  the 
“no  jurisdiction”  ruling  in  effect  lifted 
the  stay  imposed  in  May  until  the  panel 
could  review  the  issue. 

The  General  Conference  action  asks 
all  the  approximately  9.8  million  United 
Methodists  in  the  United  States,  Africa, 
Europe  and  the  Philippines  to  “refrain 
from  purchasing  Shell  products”  as  long 
as  the  boycott  is  in  effect.  A  variety  of 
labor,  civil  rights  and  religious  bodies 
have  taken  similar  action. 

Supporters  of  the  boycott  say  that 
Shell  Oil  in  the  U.S.  accounts  for  more 
than  20  percent  of  the  parent  company’s 
product  sales.  Shell  officials  say  the  U.S. 
firm  has  no  direct  involvement  in  South 
Africa. 

Other  decisions  during  the  Oct.  26-28 
Judicial  Council  session  included  throw¬ 
ing  out  a  church  law  dealing  with  elec¬ 
tion  of  directors  for  the  church's  seven 
national  program  agencies.  The  court 
upheld  a  12-year  limit  on  tenure  of  elect¬ 
ed  lay  or  clergy  staff  executives  of  the 
program  units  and  also  said  that  agency 
employees  cannot  be  restricted  as  to  ser¬ 
vice  on  General  Conference  legislative 
committees. 

Three  questions  of  ministerial  regula¬ 
tions  and  one  of  annual  conference  fi¬ 
nance  were  ruled  on  during  the  session. 

In  a  ninth  decision,  the  court  declined 
jurisdiction  in  a  case  dealing  with  a  pro¬ 
gram  sponsored  by  Affirmation,  the 
United  Methodist  caucus  for  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  concerns. 

The  question  arose  out  of  the  Wyoming 
Annual  Conference  which  asked  whether 
“a  resolution  on  reconciliation”  passed 
earlier  this  year  violated  Disciplinary 
language  dealing  with  homosexuality.  In 
refusing  jurisdiction,  the  court  said  that 
it  could  not  rule  on  the  question  as  sub¬ 
mitted  but  that  its  action  was  not  to  be 
interpreted  as  expressing  a  decision  on 
the  substance  of  the  request. 

Struck  down  by  the  high  court  was  a 
church  law  mandating  that  directors  of 
program  agencies  include  one-third  cler¬ 
gy  (at  least  one  a  clergywoman),  one- 
third  lay  men  and  one  third  lay  women. 
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Africa  university  ‘master  plan’ 
waiting  official  Zimbabwe  okay 
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By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Policy-makers  for  the  proposed  United 
Methodist  university  in  Africa  decided 
last  month  on  the  course  to  follow  in  de¬ 
veloping  the  school. 

But  United  Methodists  can’t  begin  that 
journey  until  the  Zimbabwean  govern¬ 
ment  approves  construction  of  the  uni¬ 
versity,  said  Dr.  Ken  Yamada,  head  of 
the  UM  higher  education  division.  That 
decision  is  not  expected  until  late  De¬ 
cember  or  January. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  uni¬ 
versity’s  19-member  governing  board 
adopted  a  master  plan  Oct.  19  for  the 
graduate  and  undergraduate  institution 
planned  for  Old  Mutare,  Zimbabwe,  said 
Dr.  Yamada,  who  attended  the  two-day 
meeting  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  plan  covers  “in  very  broad 
strokes”  the  university’s  mission  state¬ 
ment,  assumptions  about  how  the  school 
will  operate  and  priorities  for  construc¬ 


tion  of  facilities,  he  said. 

The  United  Methodist  General  Council 
on  Ministries  was  to  examine  and  com¬ 
ment  on  the  development  strategy  dur¬ 
ing  its  meeting  this  week  in  Dayton, 
Ohio,  Dr.  Yamada  said. 

The  1988  General  Conference,  which 


Mission  agency  establishes 
special  fund  for  AIDS  work 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  new  Advance  special  fund  has  been 
developed  to  provide  monies  for  United 
Methodist  health  ministries  related  to 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome. 

Administered  by  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the  fund  will  help  en¬ 
able  local  churches  and  communities  de¬ 
velop  programs  of  education, 
compassion  and  advocacy  for  persons 
with  AIDS  and  their  families. 

AIDS  ministries  within  United  Method¬ 
ism  are  not  new  at  local  church,  district 
and  annual  conference  levels.  Two  years 
ago,  Global  Ministries’  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  program  department  began 
taking  a  leadership  role  on  behalf  of  the 
board  as  related  to  AIDS  ministries. 

The  churchwide  policymaking  1988 
General  Conference  adopted  a  resolution 
on  AIDS  and  the  healing  ministry  of  the 
church.  The  resolution  calls  upon  the 
church  at  all  levels  to  engage  in  open 
and  compassionate  ministries  with  per¬ 
sons  with  AIDS  and  their  loved-ones. 

Cathie  Lyons,  interim  chief  executive  for 
the  Health  and  Welfare  Ministries  pro¬ 
gram  department,  told  directors  of  that 
agency  last  month  that  in  every  part  of 
•  the  world,  persons  of  faith  are  confronted 
with  the  awesome  reality  of  AIDS. 

“One  hundred-forty  of  the  world's  159 
countries  have  reported  to  the  World 
Health  Organization  that  they  need  help 
in  dealing  with  AIDS,”  she  said. 

"In  the  latter  part  of  the  20th  century, 
scientists  seek  to  understand  more  fully 
the  virus  which  causes  AIDS. 
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Partnership 
in  Missions 
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No  gift  too  small 

“Individuals,  families  and  whole  commu¬ 
nities  live  in  fear  of  persons  with  AIDS, 
fearful  of  becoming  infected  with  the  vi¬ 
rus,  fearful  of  the  images  of  death,  sexual¬ 
ity,  and  drug  use  which  so  frequently  are 
associated  with  AIDS;  clinging,  perhaps,  to 
the  same  socio-religious  views  about  ill¬ 
ness  and  affliction  which  had  taken  hold  of 
the  Palestine  of  Jesus’  day.” 

In  Jesus'  day,  she  continued,  it  was  the 
leper— despised  and  feared— who  became 
the  central  figure  with  whom  Jesus  identi¬ 
fied  as  he  violated  the  purity  codes. 

Ms.  Lyons  told  her  department’s  direc¬ 
tors,  “In  the  midst  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  by 
the  everlasting  grace  of  God,  we  have 
the  opportunity  to  relearn  the  meaning 
of  holiness;  to  demonstrate  with  our 
lives,  as  Jesus  demonstrated  with  His, 
that,  among  other  things,  holiness  is  an 
act  of  engagement. 

"That  with  the  touch  of  a  hand  holiness 
restores  human  community;  healing  divi¬ 
sion  and  separation;  identifying  always 
with  the  one  who  has  been  cast  out,  with 
the  one  most  feared  and  despised  by 
temple  and  society.” 

Gifts  to  the  Advance  for  United  Meth¬ 
odist  AIDS  ministries  should  be  sent  via 
the  conference  treasurer  and  designated 
Advance  No.  982215-6. 
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established  a  $10  million  fund  to  build 
the  university  facilities,  asked  the  de¬ 
nominational  coordinating  council  and 
the  General  Council  on  Finance  and  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  review  plans  for  the 
school  before  the  money  could  be  spent. 

The  university  governing  board  must 
act  on  the  master  plan  when  it  meets  in 
April,  Dr.  Yamada  said. 

“By  then  we  re  hoping  to  have  the  offi¬ 
cial  response  from  the  government,"  Dr. 
Yamada  said.  "Based  on  that,  the  full 
board  can  ratify  the  master  plan  and  be¬ 
gin  to  implement  it.” 

Target  date  for  start  of  classes  is 
March  1990. 

Last  spring  Zimbabwean  President 
Robert  G.  Mugabe  appointed  a  special 
commission  to  study  implications  of  al¬ 
lowing  a  second  university— other  than 
the  University  of  Zimbabwe— to  operate 
in  the  southern  African  country.  United 
Methodist  officials  initially  met  with  the 
presidential  commission  in  August. 

In  mid-October  UM  higher  education 
officials  hand-delivered  written  responses 
to  questions  about  the  proposed  universi¬ 
ty  to  the  Zimbabwean  commission,  Dr. 
Yamada  said. 

If  the  study  commission  recommends 
approving  the  UM  university  at  Old  Mu- 
tare,  the  Zimbabwean  Parliament  would 
then  have  to  set  policy  to  govern  private 
institutions  in  the  country,  he  said.  Current 
Zimbabwe  law  permits  only  state-con¬ 
trolled  institutions  of  higher  education. 

The  UM  university's  governing  board, 
composed  of  African  and  American  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists,  is  to  make  all  decisions 
about  construction  and  operation  at  the 
school,  Dr.  Yamada  noted. 

Money  for  the  $10  million  construction 
fund  is  to  be  raised  over  the  next  four 
years  through  fair-share  apportionments 
paid  by  the  37,750  UM  congregations  in 
the  United  States. 

In  addition,  the  1988  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  denomination’s  top  policy-mak¬ 
ing  body,  authorized  in  April  a  $10  million 
special  fund  as  an  endowment  to  generate 
future  operating  revenue  for  the  school. 
Money  for  that  fund  is  to  come  from  desig¬ 
nated  gifts  by  individual  United  Method¬ 
ists,  congregations  and  annual  conferences 
and  by  corporations  and  foundations. 
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inew  YUKK— United  Methodist  missionaries  celebrate  their  commissioning  with  a  happy  moment  on  the  side¬ 
walk  outside  Metropolitan  Duane  United  Methodist  Church.  Many  of  the  newly-commissioned  group  are  veterans 
of  church  service.  The  church’s  world  mission  board  for  the  first  time  includes  church  and  community  workers 
among  the  ranks  of  its  National  Division  missionaries. 

Veteran  church  workers,  short-term 
volunteers  earn  missionary  status 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK— Many  of  the  32  people 
commissioned  recently  as  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  aren’t  doing  anything 
different. 

Most  had  been  working— some  for 
years— as  church-related  workers  and 
returned  to  those  same  positions. 

Most  of  the  others— persons  engaged 
in  2-year  mission  assignments— have 
been  at  work  since  August,  said  Sheila 
Fleming. 

Ms.  Fleming,  head  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  mission  resource  de¬ 
partment,  said  the  commissioning  service 
at  Metropolitan-Duane  United  Methodist 
Church  was  a  historic  moment. 


It  marked  the  first  time  that  church 
and  community  workers  and  short-term 
missionaries  serving  in  the  United  States 
have  been  granted  official  missionary 
status,  she  said.  The  group  included  16 
short-term  missionaries,  called  US-2s; 
and  15  church  and  community  workers. 

Church  and  community  workers  com¬ 
missioned  as  missionaries  were: 

Thelma  P.  Barnes,  Greenville,  Miss.; 
Susan  L.  Burgess,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Donna 
K.  Campbell,  Warsaw,  Mo.;  the  Rev. 
Kathleen  Clark,  Greenfield,  Iowa;  L. 
Dayton  Edmonds,  Omak,  Wash.;  Roxie 
Jennings,  Nashville,  Tenn.;  Lisa  A. 
Lamb,  Syl vania,  Ala.;  J.  Helen  Roberts, 
Providence,  R.I.;  Jolene  M.  Roper,  Day- 


UM  bishop  spearheads  growing 
church  attack  against  apartheid 


Compiled  from  news  reports 
NEW  YORK— As  of  last  week,  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Melvin  G.  Talbert  (San 
Francisco  Area)  is  leading  a  National 
Council  of  Churches’  campaign  to  step 
up  organized  U.S.  church  opposition  to 
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Quality  sound  expected  from  the  Kraft  Music  Hall,  Radio  City  Music  Hall  and  the  Greek  in  Los 
Angeles.  Nationally  known  groups  —  too  many  to  mention  in  the  space. 

Thousands  of  hours  of  rehearsal  and  practice  have  been  condensed  for  you  Into  these  superior  quality 
cassettes.  Superior  sound  is  the  result  of  combining  these  talented  singing  groups  with  our  state  of  the 
art  recording  technology.  This  recording  process  allows  you  to  hear,  understand,  and  appreciate  every 
word.  Live  these  moments  along  with  the  thousands  who  attended  these  FESTIVALS  IN  SONG.  You 
will  play  these  cassettes  over  and  over  again!  Extended  play  cassettes  offer  100  songs. 

“THANK  GOD  FOR 


“AMAZING 

GRACE” 

•  Star  Spangled  Banner 

•  O  Lord,  Our  Lord 

•  Halleluiah  Chorus 

•  Jesus,  Jesus 

•  Kittery 

•  John  Saw  The  Number 

•  Traveling  Shoes 

•  Rise  Up  Lazarus 

•  O  Sacred  Head 

•  God  So  Loved  The  World 

•  Jesus  Is  Sweet  To  My  Soul 

•  I’m  A  Hard  Fighting 

Soldier 

•  Tell  It  To  Jesus 

•  Hallelujah,  Christ  Arose 

•  Exultate  Jusd 

•  Climbing  Up  the 

Mountain  Children 

•  Amazing  Grace 

•  Fill  The  World  With  Love 

•  Dry  Bones 

•  Mercy  Lord 

•  Praise  Ye  The  Lord 

•  Ain’t  Got  Time  To  Die 

•  Walk  On  For  Jesus 

•  Swing  Low,  Sweet 

Chariot 


THE  LIGHTHOUSE” 

•  Jesus  Gave  The  Water 

•  There’s  A  Sweet,  Sweet  Spirit 

•  His  Grace  Reaches  Me 

•  Glory  To  God  In  The  Highest 

•  Come,  Thou  Fount  Of  Every  Blessing 

•  I  Can  Hear  A  Voice  A-Prayin’ 

•  Thank  God  For  The  Lighthouse 

•  Mountains  Of  Glory 

•  Nobody  But  My  Lord 

•  He  Touched  Me 

•  We  Are  Going  To  See  The  King 

•  Thank  God  For  Kids 

•  They  Prayed,  But  The  Prayer  Was 

Too  Late 

•  You’re  Drifting  Too  Far  From  The 

Shore 

•  We  Shall  See  Jesus 

•  What  A  Friend  We  Have  In  Jesus 

•  The  Eyes  Of  All 

•  Beautiful  Savior 

•  Atom  Bomb 

•  I’ll  Have  A  New  Body 

•  When  I  Found  The  Lord 

•  Resurrection 

•  The  Welcoming  Table 

•  I  Will  Thank  Thee 

•  Peace  In  The  Valley 


“JESUS  GAVE 
THE  WATER” 

•  Praise  The  Lord 

•  It’s  Going  To  Rain 

•  Swing  Low,  Sweet  Chariot 

•  To  Be  As  Friends 

•  Ride  In  The  Chariot 

•  He  Has  Gone  To  Calvary 

•  Littie  David  Play  On  Your  Harp 

•  I  Want  Jesus  To  Walk  With  Me 

•  Up  Above  My  Head 

•  I  Can  Feel  Him  In  My  Soul 

•  Way  Over  In  The  Glory  Land 

•  Jesus  Gave  The  Water 

•  It’s  Been  A  Long,  Long  Journey 

•  Up  Above  My  Head 

•  The  Aposdes  Twelve 

•  I’Ll  Rise  Again 

•  Lo,  What  A  Glorious  Sight 

•  Seeking  The  Lost 

•  Praise  The  Lord,  Ye  Heav’ns 

Adore  Him 

•  On  Jordan’s  Stormy  Banks 

•  The  Walls  Of  Jericho 

•  Because  He  Lives 

•  Oh,  My  Lord 

•  Climbing  The  Upward  Way 

•  Heavey  Jubilee 

•  Precious  Memories 


“THE  OLD 
RUGGED  CROSS” 

•  The  Old  Rugged  Cross 

•  Beyond  The  Sunset 

•  O  Thou  Fount  Of  Every  Blessing 

•  Jesus  Is  The  Answer 

•  There’s  Water  In  The  Plan 

•  What  A  Friend  We  Have  In  Jesus 

•  Fairest  Lord  Jesus 

•  How  Great  Thou  Art 

•  We  Are  Going  Home 

•  God’s  Family 

•  Sing  And  Make  Music 

•  John  The  Revelator 

•  Shall  1  Crucify  My  Savior 

•  My  God  And  I 

•  Peace  Be  Still 

•  A  Mighty  Fortress 

•To  Count  Him  As  A  Friend 

•  There’s  A  Rainbow  Of  Love 

•  Born  In  Bethlehem 

•  Walking  In  Jerusalem  Just  Like 

John 

•  There’s  A  Sweet,  Sweet,  Spirit 

•  When  I  Wake  Up 

•  I  Believe  The  Old,  Old  Story 

•  God  Put  A  Rainbow  In  The 

Cloud 

•  I’m  Proud  To  Be  An  American 


This  exquisite  four  cassette  tape  library  is  available  only  from  Christian  Hymns  Music  Association 
and  are  truly  a  treasure,  and  also  make  the  perfect  gift.  They  may  be  ordered  by  writing  the  Christian 
Music  Association  or  by  completing  the  order  form!  below.  A  tremendous  value. 


*  Order  one  tape  for  S8.95,  two  for  $17.00,  three  for  $24.00  or  four  for  $31.00  ★ 


CHRISTIAN  HYMNS 
MUSIC  ASSOCIATION 

Suite  330 

279  South  Beverly  Drive  Name 
Beverly  Hills,  California  90212 


Please  Send: 


□  “Amazing  Grace** 

□  “Thank  God  For  The  Lighthouse” 

□  “Jesus  Gave  The  Water” 

□  “The  Old  Rugged  Cross** 
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apartheid— the  system  of  racial  segrega¬ 
tion  in  South  Africa. 

Bishop  Talbert  presided  over  a  “South 
Africa  Crisis  Meeting"  called  by  Western 
church  leaders  after  the  bombing  of  Khotso 
House— the  Johannesburg  headquarters  of 
the  South  African  Council  of  Churches. 

The  group  included  50  representatives  of 
Protestant  churches,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  and  church-related  organizations. 

Jean-Francois  Bill,  general  administra¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  South  African  Council 
of  Churches,  said  the  South  African  govern¬ 
ment  is  stepping  up  its  campaign  against 
church  leaders  who  oppose  apartheid. 

Dr.  Bill  accused  the  government  of 
creating  "a  situation  of  conflict”  that  al¬ 
lowed  the  bombing  of  Khotso  house  and 
the  arson  at  the  Pretoria  headquarters  of 
the  Southern  African  Catholic  Bishops’ 
Conference.  He  expressed  fears  that 
anti-apartheid  church  leaders  might  be 
arrested  and  tortured  as  the  church-state 
conflict  escalates. 

"I  heard  the  same  story  in  Geneva,” 
Bishop  Talbert  said,  referring  to  the 
Sept.  12  emergency  meeting  called  by 
South  Africans  for  U.S.  and  European 
church  representatives. 

The  South  Africans,  he  added,  are  not 
necessarily  asking  for  help  in  rebuilding 
bombed  offices  but  in  dismantling  the 
whole  apartheid  system. 

They  also  are  pointing  out  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  requires  a  prolonged  struggle,  not  just 
an  emergency  response,  and  want  “us  to  be 

UMs  assisting  victims 
of  hurricane,  typhoon 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

United  Methodism's  relief  agency  last 
week  aided  victims  of  two  more  power¬ 
ful  storm  systems— one  in  the  Caribbe¬ 
an.  the  other  in  the  South  Pacific. 

Hurricane  Joan,  which  hammered 
Central  America,  and  Typhoon  Ruby, 
which  devastated  portions  of  the  Philip¬ 
pine  archipelago,  left  nearly  700  dead 
and  nearly  500,000  others  homeless  last 
week,  according  to  news  reports. 

Directors  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  approved  an  initial 
grant  of  $10,000  to  provide  emergency 
aid  for  Joan’s  victims  in  Panama,  Costa 
Rica,  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador,  said 
the  Rev.  Gary  Bekofske,  who  coordinates 
UMCOR’s  disaster  relief  effort. 

He  said  members  of  local  churches 
who  want  to  help  victims  of  Hurricane 
Joan  can  designate  their  offerings:  Cen¬ 
tral  America  Advance,  No.  501300-0. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  agency 
also  responded  late  last  week  to  a  re¬ 
quest  from  Philippine  United  Methodist 
Bishop  Paul  L.A.  Granadosin  (Baguio 
Area)  for  $10,000. 

The  funds  will  be  used  by  the  UM-re- 
lated  Asunscion  Perez  Memorial  Center 
in  Manila  to  assist  victims  of  Typhoon 
Ruby,  said  Mr.  Bekofske. 

United  Methodists  who  want  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  relief  efforts  in  the  Philippines 
can  designate  local  church  offering  to 
Advance  No.  982450,  with  instructions  to 
use  it  for  typhoon  disaster  aid. 

-GLEN  LARUM 


sensitized  to  the  struggle,"  he  explained. 

Bishop  Talbert  said  the  representa¬ 
tives  attending  last  week’s  meeting 
showed  a  high  level  of  commitment  and 
"want  to  join  with  groups  to  do  what 
they  can  to  get  rid  of  that  system.” 

"Our  task  here  is  to  come  up  with  var¬ 
ious  strategies  to  keep  the  issue  before 
us,"  Bishop  Talbert  said. 


ton,  Ohio;  Sara  H.  Simmons,  Omaha, 
Neb.;  Shirley  T.  Jones,  Laurinberg,  N.C.; 
Bruce  A.  Wenigman,  Gilbert,  Minn. 

Persons  serving  two-year  mission 
terms  in  the  United  States  who  were 
commissioned  as  missionaries  include: 

Lane  D.  Coleman,  Mobile,  Ala.;  Robert 
C.  Garner,  Tucson,  Ariz.;  Eve-Lynn  M. 
Gulachi,  Tacoma,  Wash.;  Cathy  R.  Horn- 
buckle,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  William  K. 
Hurr  n,  Douglas,  Alaska;  Connie  Lynn  K. 
Jordan,  Memphis,  Tenn.;  Julie  Ann 
Kline,  Rome,  Ga.;  Mary  L.  Knooihuisen, 
Beverly,  Ky.;  Crystal  D.  Lamb,  Utica, 
N.Y.;  Linda  D.  Patterson,  Houston,  Tex¬ 
as;  Gary  L.  Padschun,  San  Diego,  Calif.; 
Susan  S.  Priest,  LaVerne,  Calif.;  Joanne 
M.  Reich,  Cedartown,  Ga.;  Diana  E.  Ri¬ 
vera,  Houston,  Texas;  Camilla  H.  Taft, 
Spring  Hill,  Fla.;  Thomas  B.  Wilkes  III, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Commissioned  or  otherwise  recog¬ 
nized  as  missionaries  to  serve  in  the 
Alaska  Missionary  Conference  were  the 
Rev.  Carol  Ann  Seckel  and  the  Rev.  R. 
Kevin  Seckel,  the  Rev.  Steven  R.  Lam¬ 
bert  and  the  Rev.  Linda  J.  Picht  Myers 
and  the  Rev.  Ronald  R.  Picht  Myers. 

Miriam  R.  Dayo  of  Beverly,  Ky.,  was 
recognized  for  her  service  as  an  educator 
in  the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference. 

Gayle  E.  Lesure  of  Marlinton,  W.  Va., 
was  consecrated  as  a  deaconess  and  will 
serve  as  a  church  and  community' work¬ 
er  in  the  Pocahontas  Cooperative  Parish. 


UMR  Communications  Center 
gets  $25,000  matching  grant 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— A  $25,000  matching  grant 
was  made  here  last  week  for  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter’s  new  Communica¬ 
tions  Center  by  directors  of  The  Texas 
Methodist  Foundation. 

Terms  of  the  grant  require  the  Reporter 
to  raise  a  like  amount  from  other  sources. 

“This  is  an  initial  grant  toward  a  need¬ 
ed  expansion  of  an  institution  whose 
ministries  benefit  the  whole  church,” 
said  the  Rev.  H.  Eugene  Cragg,  pastor  of 
Memorial  Drive  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  and  chair  of  the  foun¬ 
dation’s  Grants  Committee. 

"Assuming  this  grant  is  successfully 
matched,  I  expect  similar  grants  to  be 
made  for  the  next  two  years  as  our 
means  of  affirming  the  many  contribu¬ 
tions  the  Reporter  makes  to  the  church,” 
Dr.  Cragg  said. 

The  new  UMR  Communications  Cen¬ 
ter  will  be  constructed  at  a  cost  of  $3.2 
million  on  4.6  acres  of  land  owned  by  the 
Reporter  across  the  street  from  the  pub¬ 
lication’s  present  location  in  Dallas’ 
Lone  Star  Park. 

The  new  facility  will  house  all  the 
newspaper’s  operations  plus  its  several 
related  communications  ministries. 

The  Reporter’s  Governing  Board  de¬ 
cided  in  1986  that  funds  for  the  new  Com¬ 
munications  Center  should  be  raised 
outside  the  newspaper's  operating  bud¬ 
get.  That  decision  was  designed  to  avoid 
adding  to  the  huge  burden  postal  rate  in¬ 
creases  have  placed  on  the  budgets  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  annual  conferences 
that  use  the  Reporter’s  services. 

Although  it  is  a  non-profit  church- 
owned  institution,  the  Reporter  operates 
on  a  fully  self-supporting  basis.  This  is 
the  first  time  it  has  appealed  for  benevo¬ 
lent  contributions,  according  to  its  editor 
and  chief  executive,  the  Rev.  Spurgeon 
M.  Dunnam  III. 

“We  have  no  intention  of  changing  our 
basic  pattern  of  self-supporting  opera¬ 
tions,"  Dr.  Dunnam  said.  “The  funding  of 
our  new  facilities  from  outside  our  oper¬ 
ating  budget  will  provide  a  one-time 
boost  that  will  enable  us  to  expand  our 
services  greatly  without  having  to  boost 
what  we  charge  for  them.” 

In  addition  to  housing  the  newspaper, 
printed  and  mailed  to  nearly  500,000 
homes  with  nearly  400  separate  front-page 
identities  each  week,  the  Reporter: 

•Sponsors  and  staffs  the  UMR  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Church  Communications,  an  en¬ 
dowed  service  aimed  at  training  church 
leaders  to  communicate  more  effective¬ 
ly  both  via  church  media  and  the  public 


media.  More  than  a  dozen  seminars  have 
been  co-sponsored  by  the  UMR  Institute 
in  annual  conferences  across  the  nation 
this  year.  The  new  UMR  Communica¬ 
tions  Center  will  include  space  suitable 
for  hosting  communication  training 
events  with  a  national  scope. 

•  Owns  and  operates  Mission  Commu¬ 
nications,  a  specialized  agency  providing 
artistic  and  graphic  assistance  to  local 
churches  and  church  agencies  in  design¬ 
ing  brochures,  logos,  letterheads,  calen¬ 
dars  etc. 

•Owns  and  operates  Religious  News 
Service,  the  nation’s  only  wire  service 
devoted  exclusively  to  the  dissemination 
of  religious  news,  with  clients  as  varied 
as  the  "New  York  Times,”  “Los  Angeles 
Times,”  "USA  Today”  and  dozens  of  reli¬ 
gious  publications. 

•Publishes  newspapers  for  numerous 
other  religious  denominations  as  varied 
as  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  Lutherans, 
Episcopalians,  Presbyterians,  Roman 
Catholics  and  United  Church  of  Christ. 

The  new  Communications  Center  also 
will  include  video  production  facilities 
designed  to  assist  local  churches  and 
church  agencies  in  the  use  of  video  to  tell 
the  church's  story. 

The  Texas  Methodist  Foundation 
based  in  Austin  manages  more  than  $50 
million  in  assets  for  individuals,  local 
churches  and  church  agencies.  One  ma¬ 
jor  focal  point  of  its  ministry  is  provid¬ 
ing  loans  for  the  construction  of  new 
local  churches. 

“We  also  seek  to  use  the  foundation’s 
resources  in  strategic  ways  to  strengthen 
the  church’s  institutional  ministries,” 
said  the  foundation’s  chief  executive,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Laing. 

Promotional  materials  for  the  new 
UMR  Communications  Center  describe  it 
as  "not  just  bricks  and  mortar,  but  a 
means  of  sustaining  and  expanding  the 
church’s  use  of  varied  media  to  tell  the 
Gospel  story.  Your  gift  is  not  only  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  preserve  and  enhance  a 
uniquely  important  institution  of  the 
church.  It  is  an  investment  in  the  fu¬ 
ture— an  investment  in  faith.” 

The  latest  grant  brings  the  total  in 
cash  and  pledges  raised  to  date  for  the 
new  facility  to  more  than  $400,000. 

Gifts  are  tax  deductible. 

Persons  wishing  more  information 
about  plans  for  the  new  UMR  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  may  contact  either  Dr. 
Dunnam  or  UMR  Development  Director, 
Dr.  William  T.  Stephenson,  at  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266.  (214)  630-6495. 
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‘They’ll  tell  you  the  story  of  Jesus’ 

National  network  of  biblical  storytellers  seeks  to  revive  oral  tradition 


By  JIM  OWEN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— “If  you  can  do  it  with  Dickens,  then 
why  not  with  the  Bible?" 

That  unlikely  proposition  neatly  sums  up  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  a  small  but  growing  movement  of  biblical 
storytellers  in  the  United  States. 

They  are  determined  to  promote  spreading  and  un¬ 
derstanding  the  faith  through  the  use  of  an  oral  tradi¬ 
tion  that  all  but  vanished  centuries  ago. 

"We  are  encouraging  people  to  use  biblical  storytell¬ 
ing  as  a  way  of  'telling'  rather  than  simply  ‘reading’ 
the  Scriptures,"  explained  the  Rev.  Judy  Gorsuch. 

Ms.  Gorsuch,  a  New  York  City  pastor  whose  congre¬ 
gation  has  become  involved  in  the  trend,  and  several 
dozen  raconteurs  gathered  over  a  recent  weekend  for 
the  autumn  conference  of  the  New  York-New  Jersey 
chapter  of  the  Network  Of  Biblical  Storytellers. 

It’s  an  energetic,  emotive  and,  not  surprisingly,  very 
verbal  group. 

Ms.  Gorsuch  is  known  for  her  stand-up  version  of  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  uncut  and  no  teleprompter. 

The  Rev.  Peg  Eddy,  a  United  Church  of  Christ  min¬ 
ister  who  is  one  of  the  group’s  founders,  said  that  the 
storytelling  movement  is  about  10  years  old. 

Storytelling  can  enliven  familiar  stories 

She  attributes  the  growing  interest  in  part  to  "peo¬ 
ple’s  desire  to  revive  the  communal  experience  that 
comes  from  telling  the  Bible  stories  aloud,  instead  of 


the  more  private  experience  of  just  reading  the  Bible. 

Storytelling  of  all  kinds  has  grown  in  popularity 
during  the  same  period,  she  said. 

Ms.  Eddy  adds  that  biblical  storytelling  can  enliven 
old,  familiar  Bible  stories  by  infusing  them  with  dra¬ 
ma  and  personal  interpretation. 

She  noted  that  until  70  or  80  A.D.  all  Bible  stories 
were  conveyed  from  one  generation  to  the  next 
through  word  of  mouth. 

An  adjunct  professor  at  New  York  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  Ms.  Eddy  worked  closely  with  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Boomershine  of  United  Methodist-related  United  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  create  a  theologi¬ 
cal  framework  for  telling  Bible  stories  aloud. 

Mr.  Boomershine’s  new  book,  “Story  Journey,"  is 
the  movement's  guidebook. 

At  their  weekend  gathering  at  Christ  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  in  Manhattan,  the  oralists  held  a  work¬ 
shop  in  which  techniques  and  ideas  were  critiqued. 

Highlighting  the  day  was  an  enactment  of  the 
Christmas  story  by  the  well-drilled  storytellers  based 
at  Christ  Church. 

Carolyn  Halpert,  a  Christ  Church  member,  said  that 
their  close  study  of  the  Advent  story  led  to  new  in¬ 
sights  into  the  biblical  setting  in  which  Jesus  was  born. 

By  carefully  scrutinizing  the  story,  she  said,  they 
were  able  to  learn  more  about  their  own  faith  by 
reflecting  on  the  trials  of  Joseph  and  Mary. 

"Who  exactly  were  the  shepherds?”  asked  one  of  the 
group.  “And  why  did  God  choose  them  to  tell  Joseph 
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Interfaith  cable  television  network  on  air 

NEW  YORK— Dr.  Daniel  Matthews,  rector  of  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in  New  York  and  chairman  of  the  board 
of  National  Interfaith  Cable  Coalition,  and  Gregg  Burton,  a  United  Methodist  who  is  vice  president  of  Rainbow,  sit 
in  the  Rainbow  master  control  room  as  the  first  images  of  Vision  Interfaith  Satellite  Network  go  on  line.  VISN  is  a 
religious,  values-oriented  cable  network  operated  by  the  coalition,  created  by  representatives  of  a  number  of  main¬ 
line  denominations  and  faith  groups. 

History  of  Hym  ns 

Christ’s  seaside  call  echoes  in  hymn 


and  Mary  to  flee?" 

The  Christ  Church  storytellers  have  also  used  their 
technique  to  interpret  several  other  biblical  events  to 
their  congregation,  using  donkeys  and  palm  fronds  at 
Easter  and  the  Advent  story  at  Christmas. 

Efforts  ‘more  than  mere  holiday  plays’ 

But  their  thespian  efforts  are  more  than  mere  holi¬ 
day  plays. 

“Part  of  our  storytelling  involves  just  sitting 
around,  discussing  and  interpreting  the  Scriptures, 
said  Ms.  Halpert. 

“We  have  tried  to  probe  deeply  into  the  meaning  of 
those  biblical  passages  as  we  interpret  the  roles. 

“Storytelling  is  a  way  of  renewing  the  Scriptures,  of 
making  them  new,  making  them  now,"  she  said. 

Ms.  Gorsuch,  co-minister  of  West  End  Collegiate 
(Reformed  Church  in  America)  Church  in  Manhattan, 
said  storytelling  is  used  in  myriad  ways,  including 
study,  prayer,  meditation  and  especially  as  a  healing 
instrument." 

"We  have  found  that  the  vivid  telling  of  stones  in 
hospitals,  for  example,  has  a  powerful  effect  on  per¬ 
sons  in  pain,”  she  said. 

The  storytellers'  movement  hasn’t  captured  a  huge 
following:  the  network  has  a  membership  of  only  1,000 
nationwide  in  seven  chapters. 

Yet  those  numbers  may  grow,  said  Ms.  Eddy,  who 
adds,  "Anyone  can  be  a  Bible  storyteller.  It’s  probably 
the  best  way  of  making  those  stories  your  own.” 

Actor  urges 
UMs  to  help 
AIDS  project 

PHILADELPHIA  (UMR)— “Love  is 
the  great  equalizer,  the  only  thing  of  any 
real  value  we  can  give  to  one  another.” 

With  those  words,  movie  actor  Martin 
Sheen  recently  challenged  an  estimated 
100  people  at  the  Family  Life  Center  of 
Elam  United  Methodist  Church  to  sup¬ 
port  the  interfaith  ministry  of  the  newly- 
created  Burning  Bush  Project  as  an 
example  of  the  loving  way  that  Chris¬ 
tians  can  respond  to  the  AIDS  crisis. 

Mr.  Sheen  and  Michael  Phillips,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  project,  described  the  program 
of  the  Philadelphia  facility  to  members 
of  Elam  UMC.  Burning  Bush  serves  as 
temporary  housing  for  patients  with  the 
acquired  immune  deficiency  syndrome 
and  out-of-town  family  members  who 
visit,  said  Mr.  Phillips. 

In  addition  to  “in-house”  services  of 
meals,  pastoral  care,  transportation,  re¬ 
laxation  therapy  and  nursing,  the  project 
offers  similar  assistance  to  people  with 
AIDs  who  continue  to  live  in  their  own 
homes,  he  said. 


Jesus  call  us  o'er  the  tumult 

Of  our  life's  wild,  restless  sea. 

Day  by  day  his  sweet  voice 
soundeth. 

Saying,  “Christian,  follow  me!” 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

As  Jesus  walked  along  the  shore  of  the 
Sea  of  Galilee,  he  saw  two  men  fishing. 

He  engaged  the  two  brothers— Simon 
and  Andrew— in  conversation  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  they  leave  their  nets  and  fish¬ 
ing  gear  and  come  with  him. 

He  promised  to  make  them  fishers,  not 
of  fish  but  of  men. 

This  episode  in  the  life  of  Christ  is  re¬ 
corded  by  the  gospel  writers  Matthew, 
Mark  and  Luke,  and  is  the  basis  for  the 
hymn  by  Cecil  Frances  Alexander.  “Je¬ 
sus  call  us  o’er  the  tumult.” 


Though  at  times  beautiful  and  calm, 
the  Sea  of  Galilee  can  be  rough  and  fear¬ 
some.  It  is  this  picture  that  Mrs. 
Alexander  draws  upon  in  describing 
“life's  wild,  restless  sea.” 

The  Sea  of  Galilee  is  a  large  lake 
through  which  the  Jordan  River  flows. 
The  lake  measures  13  miles  from  north 
to  south  and  7  miles  from  east  to  west. 

Because  it  was  the  scene  of  many  expe¬ 
riences  in  the  life  of  Christ,  it  is  quite  well- 
known  to  readers  of  the  New  Testament. 

Just  as  Andrew  and  Simon  responded 
to  Jesus'  invitation,  we  are  urged  by  the 
hymn  to  respond  and: 

Give  our  hearts  to  thine  obedience, 
Serve  and  love  thee  best  of  all. 

Mrs.  Alexander  was  born  in  Ireland. 
Even  as  a  young  girl  she  showed  great 


concern  and  compassion  for  persons  in 
unfortunate  circumstances. 

With  her  sister  she  began  a  school  for 
the  deaf.  Taking  food  to  the  hungry  and 
helping  those  who  were  ill,  she  walked 
many  miles  day  after  day. 

William  H.  Jude,  English  lecturer,  or¬ 
ganist  and  recitalist,  composed  the  mu¬ 
sic  for  these  words  in  1887. 

Born  in  Suffolk,  England,  Mr.  Jude  had 
a  musical  career  which  took  him 
throughout  Great  Britain  and  Australia 
giving  musical  recitals  and  lecturing. 

His  name  appears  in  our  hymnals  be¬ 
cause  of  this  hymn  tune  written  more 
than  a  century  ago  for  Mrs.  Alexander's 
hymn.  The  tune  is  appropriately  named 
"Galilee.” 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

“My  song  is  love  unknown" 

Dear  Deborah 

Wise  minister 
nurture 
mother’s  faith 


helps 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

Christmas  card  features  ‘Spirit  of  Peace’ 

NEW  YORK— The  National  Council  of  Churches’  1988  Christmas  card, 
envisioned  by  a  United  Methodist  world  mission  agency  official  and  de¬ 
signed  by  the  director  of  a  New  York  art  studio,  depicts  the  white  dove  of 
peace  embracing  Mary  and  the  Christ  Child  in  its  symbolic  wings.  The  orig¬ 
inal  inspiration  for  the  card  came  from  Nora  Quiroga  Boots,  a  Bolivian  na¬ 
tive  who  is  an  executive  with  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries.  The  “Spirit  of  Peace”  card  is  being  sold  by  Intermedia,  a  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  NCC,  in  packages  of  20  for  $10  each. 


Dear  Deborah: 

Many  years  ago,  when  my  elder  daugh¬ 
ter  was  born,  I  was  disillusioned  with 
events  that  had  happened  in  my  church. 

My  faith  in  God  was  strong;  it  was  the 
church  I  could  not  reconcile  with  my 
standards.  A  wise  minister  of  another 
church  baptized  my  baby  in  a  private  cer¬ 
emony  with  only  grandparents  present. 

Years  later,  having  grown  and  ma¬ 
tured  and  prayed,  I  finally  did  join  a 
church— not  his— and  resumed  my  for¬ 
mer  enthusiastic  involvement. 

What  if  that  minister  had  refused  to 
baptize  my  daughter?  Would  I  have  sought 
to  numb  the  pain  in  some  secular  way?  I 
don't  know.  I  do  know  I  am  closer  to 
Christ-centered  living  through  many  God- 
led  experiences,  of  which  that  was  one. 

Please  don’t  print  my  name. 

Dear  Sister  in  Christ's  Church, 

Thank  you  for  your  long  letter.  1 
had  to  trim  it  but  have  tried  to  keep 
true  to  your  story. 

I  am  thankful  that  the  pastor  had 
the  wisdom  and  conviction  to  bap¬ 
tize  your  baby  and  that  your  earlier 
concerns  were  resolved  so  that  you 
are  joyfully  back  in  church. 

Perhaps  your  story  will  inspire 
someone  else.  God  bless  you  and 
your  children. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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Agency  officials  monitor  racism 

WASHINGTON— Bishop  Calvin  D.  McConnell  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  (seated 
left)  is  the  newly-elected  president  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Religion  and  Race.  Other  officials  of  the  agency,  which  monitors 
the  denomination’s  compliance  with  its  own  standards  calling  for  racial  in¬ 
clusiveness,  are  the  Rev.  Bradley  F.  Watkins  of  Dunlap,  Ill.,  (seated  right), 
secretary;  Barbara  R.  Thompson,  the  agency’s  chief  staff  executive,  and 
Bishop  Joseph  D.  Bethea  of  Columbia,  S.C.,  vice  president. 

Drugs,  college  ‘pressures’ 
confront  campus  ministries 


Crosses  symbolize  commitment 

While  the  director  of  "Burning  Bush 
Project,  Inc.,”  outlined  how  the  project 
ministers  to  AIDS  patients,  Mr.  Sheen 
was  busily  fashioning  crosses  from  wood 
he  had  collected  from  a  large  ash  tree  on 
the  Elam  UMC  churchgrounds. 

When  it  was  his  turn  to  speak,  Mr. 
Sheen,  the  honorary  chairman  of  the  Burn¬ 
ing  Bush  Project,  held  the  crosses  up. 

He  asked  persons  in  the  audience  to 
come  forward  and  take  a  cross  in  memo¬ 
ry  of  a  loved  one  who  has  died,  the  many 
who  were  dying  with  AIDS,  and  to  make 
a  donation  to  the  project. 

He  said  the  Burning  Bush  Project  re¬ 
ceives  no  government  funding  and  is  to¬ 
tally  dependent  on  charitable 
contributions. 

‘God-incident’  propels  actor 

Mr  Sheen  said  he  became  involved  in 
projects  like  Burning  Bush  following  an 
incident  in  1981  in  India  when  he  experi¬ 
enced  the  love  of  God  touch  his  life  after 
he  confessed  to  God  his  “brokenness  as  a 
human.” 

That  incident,  which  occurred  during 
the  filming  of  "Gandhi,”  came  at  the  end 
of  a  four-year  period  he  described  as  his 
"dark  night  of  the  soul,”  triggered  by  a 
heart  attack  while  on  location  in  the 
Philippines  for  the  filming  of  “Apoca¬ 
lypse  Now.” 

During  the  long  recovery,  he  said,  he 
had  time  to  think  about  his  life  and  real¬ 
ized  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  die  but  was 
instead  afraid  to  live. 

The  Rev.  James  Todd,  pastor  of  Penn's 
Park  United  Methodist  Church  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  provided  the  information  in  this 
article  for  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter. 


By  KIM  MIDDLEBROOKS 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Drug  problems  among 
college  students  and  challenges  facing 
black  campus  ministers  on  white  cam¬ 
puses  were  the  topics  discussed  recently 
at  a  three-day  United  Methodist  convo¬ 
cation. 

Nearly  50  persons  were  part  of  the  ori¬ 
entation  and  community-building  convo¬ 
cation  for  United  Methodism's  black 
campus  ministers,  college  and  university 
chaplains  and  Wesley  Foundation  direc¬ 
tors.  (The  Wesley  Foundation  is  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church’s  official  campus 
ministry.) 

The  event  took  place  at  Fisk  Universi¬ 
ty,  one  of  the  nation’s  oldest  historically 
black  colleges. 

Although  the  overall  purpose  of  the 
meeting  was  to  provide  an  arena  for  sup¬ 
port,  network-building  and  spiritual  re¬ 
newal  for  campus  ministers,  social 
issues  on  campus  and  the  black  campus 
ministers’  relationships  in  predominant¬ 
ly  white  campus  settings  were  also  ma¬ 
jor  themes. 

"The  No.  1  issue  is  drugs  on  our  cam¬ 
pus,”  said  the  Rev.  Richard  Hicks,  direc¬ 
tor  of  campus  ministry  for  United 
Methodism’s  Board  of  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry. 

He  stressed  the  need  for  more  Chris¬ 
tian  counseling  and  support  for  students 
who  often  turn  to  drugs  to  deal  with 
pressures  of  college  life. 

Black  and  other  ethnic  minority  stu¬ 
dents— particularly  those  at  predominant¬ 
ly  white  colleges— have  added  challenges 
of  isolation  and  lack  of  black  clergy  and 
other  adults  as  support,  he  said. 

The  Rev.  Fletcher  Bryant,  a  veteran 
campus  minister,  said  affirmation  of  stu¬ 
dents’  cultural  identity  and  sense  of  self 
is  a  crucial  service  campus  ministers 
can  render. 

Helping  students  answer  the  basic  hu¬ 
man  question  “Who  am  I?"  should  be 
part  of  the  Christian  message  on  cam¬ 
pus,  he  said. 

Black  campus  ministers  working  in 
white  settings  must  learn  to  assert  them¬ 
selves  and  solicit  support  from  local  con¬ 
gregations,  said  the  Rev.  John  Corry, 
director  of  pastoral  care  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Meharry  Medical  College. 

“One  criticism  I  hear  about  our  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  is  that  we  are  an  isolated, 
segmented  group,”  said  Dr.  Corry. 


Stewardship  campaign 
should  transform  givers 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— The  best  scenario  for  a 
local-church  stewardship  campaign  is 
that  people  move  from  being  grudging 
givers  to  become  willing  caretakers  of 
God’s  world,  a  stewardship  training  ex¬ 
pert  said  recently. 

“Fresh  Winds  Blowing  Through  Stew¬ 
ardship"  was  the  theme  of  a  three-day 
national  conference  on  stewardship  at¬ 
tended  by  more  than  90  people. 

The  participants— most  of  them  local 
church,  district  and  annual  conference 
church-giving  coordinators— spent  the 
time  discussing  the  theology  of  giving, 
searching  the  Scriptures,  swapping  suc¬ 
cess  stories,  and  seeking  ways  to  present 
the  idea  that  the  giving  of  money  and 
time  is  integral  to  spirituality. 

The  Rev.  Cecil  Lackore,  stewardship 
development  director  for  the  Nebraska 
Annual  Conference,  told  his  workshop 
members  “chosen  people”  are  chosen  for 
special  purposes,  not  special  privileges. 

“The  biblical  image  of  God  has  been 
distorted  through  history-,’’  said  Mr. 
Lackore.  "As  images  of  God,  we  re  to  be 


loving  and  serving. 

“The  God  of  Genesis  says  we’re  part  of 
the  earth  and  connected  to  it,”  he  said. 
“But  ego-center  theology,  which  devel¬ 
oped  later,  describes  humanity  as  inde¬ 
pendent  of  the  earth.” 

Christians  should  want  to  serve  by  giv¬ 
ing  because  of  a  sense  of  responsibility 
to  and  love  of  God,  God’s  creatures  and 
the  earth,  he  added. 

"The  Old  Testament  ideal  of  ‘shalom’ 
means  that  wholeness  comes  from  har¬ 
mony  with,  not  domination  of  the  rest  of 
God’s  creation,”  he  said. 

Similarly,  the  Rev.  Ezra  Earl  Jones, 
general  secretary  of  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship,  equated  stewardship 
with  discipleship  in  his  keynote  address. 

Officers  of  the  National  Association  of 
Stewardship  Leaders  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  are  Roy  Stephenson,  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  and  Mr.  Lackore,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  re¬ 
elected  president  and  vice  president  re¬ 
spectively.  The  Rev.  William  D.  Morgan, 
Emporium,  Pa.,  was  elected  secretary  and 
registrar  and  Robert  C.  Meyers,  Portland. 
Ore.,  was  named  treasurer. 


To  overcome  that  image,  he  suggested 
ministers  visit  local  congregations  in  their 
college  communities  so  they  can  become 
associated  with  the  school  and  be  known 
as  the  church’s  connection  on  campus. 

Participants  in  the  convocation  relat¬ 
ed  concerns  particulary  to  the  students 
they  serve. 

The  Rev.  Betty  Pierce  of  State  Univer¬ 
sity,  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  was  interested  in 
linking  her  ministry  with  that  of  commu¬ 
nity  churches  so  volunteers  could  help 
with  students. 

Community-building  among  commut¬ 
er  students  is  a  challenge  the  Rev. 
Dwight  Powell,  campus  minister  at  Coa¬ 
homa  Junior  College,  Clarkville,  Miss., 
wants  to  address. 

Ms.  Middlebrooks  is  a  reporter  for  the 
Nashville  "Pride." 

Israeli  soldier 
risks  jail  term, 
protests  policy 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK  — Next  month,  Meir 
Amor,  a  captain  in  Israel’s  army  re¬ 
serves,  will  again  risk  jail  by  refusing  to 
serve  in  the  occupation  forces  for  the 
Palestinian  West  Bank  and  Gaza  Strip. 

Mr.  Amor  spent  21  days  in  jail  last 
winter  for  the  same  reason. 

"I  couldn’t  go  to  oppress  (the  Palestin¬ 
ian)  people  when  I  thought  they  deserved 
what  they  asked  for,”  he  recently  told  a 
group  of  United  Methodists.  “There  is  no 
way  we  can  solve  the  problem  with  mili¬ 
tary  means." 

Mr.  Amor  and  another  Jewish  Israeli, 
Peretz  Kidron,  are  on  a  month-long  U.S. 
tour,  telling  how  some  Israeli  soldiers  are 
protesting  their  government’s  military  an¬ 
swer  to  Palestinian  claims  for  rights. 

The  United  Methodist  Office  of  the 
United  Nations  is  one  of  seven  co-spon- 
sors  for  the  tour. 

The  two  men  are  members  of  an  Is¬ 
raeli  resistance  group  called  Yesh  Gvul, 
which  means  "There  is  a  limit /border,” 
that  was  established  in  1982  as  a  protest 
to  the  Israeli  invasion  of  Lebanon. 

At  that  time,  650  soldiers  signed  a  peti¬ 
tion  refusing  to  serve  in  Lebanon;  160 
were  jailed.  Others  were  allowed  to 
serve  inside  Israel  instead. 

Mr  Amor,  a  captain  in  the  reserves, 
said  his  experience  in  Lebanon  and  the 
lack  of  defensive  justification  for  the  in¬ 
vasion  made  him  lose  confidence  in  Isra¬ 
el’s  political  leadership. 

That  awakening  also  eventually  led  to 
his  discovery  of  the  Palestinian  people 
who  live  and  work  in  Israel,  “yet  politi¬ 
cally  they  don’t  exist.” 

The  soldiers’  refusals  to  serve  in  the 
occupied  territories  are  a  new  form  of 
protest  over  how  the  Israeli  government 
has  been  dealing  with  the  Palestinians. 

"Here  we  have  soldiers  consciously 
and  deliberately  disobeying  a  specific  or¬ 
der,”  Mr.  Kidron  said  about  Yesh  Gvul. 

“But  when  we  put  on  our  uniforms,  we 
don’t  take  off  our  heads,”  he  said.  “We 
maintain  our  political  and  moral  judg¬ 
ment  and  responsibility.” 

Again,  more  than  600  soldiers  have 
signed  declarations  of  refusals  and  about 
40  have  been  jailed  so  far. 

Mr.  Kidron  stressed  that  Yesh  Gvul  is 
not  an  organized  movement  of  sedition, 
saying,  "It's  a  personal  step  taken  by 
each  one  of  the  reservists.  My  own  refus¬ 
al  goes  back  to  the  early  70s.” 

Neither  Mr.  Meir  nor  Mr.  Kidron  con¬ 
siders  himself  a  pacifist  or  against  Isra¬ 
el’s  Army,  but  Yesh  Gvul  does  oppose  the 
Israeli  government’s  military  policy  to¬ 
ward  the  occupied  territories. 
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Good  Samaritan  Ministries 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference 


Ministry  of 


Christ  Continues 

After  2000  years  the  ministry  of  Christ 
to  children  continues.  Through  the  years, 
the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  has 
given  emergency  shelter  to  abused, 
abandoned,  and  neglected  children. 

In  1986  we  expanded  our  ministry  to 
help  in  the  healing  process  of  the  chil¬ 
dren.  We  did  this  with  highly  trained  and 
supervised  homes  for  hard  to  place  chil¬ 
dren,  called  Residential  Family  Care 
Homes. 

This  year  we  have  achieved  a  new 
milestone  by  adding  a  Diagnostic  and 
Evaluation  Center  and  a  Long-term 
Treatment  Unit.  Our  goal  is  to  return  a 
child  to  a  stable  home  as  quickly  as  pos¬ 
sible. 

Now  we  can  receive  a  child  in  need, 
evaluate  the  child’s  specific  needs,  pro¬ 
vide  therapy,  and  recommend  appropri¬ 
ate  placement.  This  involves  working 
with  judges,  state  workers  and  natural 
parents. 

The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans 
is  an  extension  of  you  into  the  very  life 
of  children  and  families  in  need.  Thank 
you  for  letting  us  share  this  ministry 
with  you. 


“You  taught  me  to  sing.”  ^ 


From  the  Executive  Director 


“You  taught  me  to  read.” 


PLATFORM  MEMBERS  —  Alice  Porter,  President  of  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home 
ENJOYING  THE  SHOW  -  Those  in  attendance  during  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home's  Auxiliary,  speaks  to  those  in  attendance  during  the  luncheon.  To  the  right  of 
Fifth  Annual  Luncheon  were  able  to  preview  fall  fashions.  Mrs.  Porter  is  Dr.  Andrew  Douglas,  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors  for  Lafon. 


of  the  Methodist  Children’s  Home 


Alva  L.  Davis  was  named  Director  of 
Development  in  August  1988. 

She  attended  college  in  Clayton,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Davis  is  married  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children.  While  stationed  in  West 
Germany,  she  served  one  term  as  public 
relations  officer  of  the  Army  Officer’s 


Wives’  Club.  Her  duties  included  coordi¬ 
nating  civic  activities,  coordinating  com- 
mittees  for  various  drives  to  help 
promote  good  morale  among  military 
families. 

She  is  also  a  member  of  Phi  Gamma 
Nu  Professional  sorority  and  is  a  mem¬ 


ber  of  the  National  Shorthand  Reporters 
Association. 

As  Development  Director  of  Lafon, 
Davis  has  beautiful  plans  for  the  future 
growth  of  the  home.  She  says  she  would 
like  to  bring  the  elderly  population  to  an 
enriching  "new  approach  to  living." 


‘When  I  was  homeless,  you  took  me  in.” 


A  New  Day  is  Dawning 


those  released,  21  (65  percent)  were 
placed  back  into  their  homes  or  grand¬ 
parents’  homes,  five  were  placed  in  fos¬ 
ter  homes,  two  in  Independent  Living, 
one  in  another  child  care  agency,  one  in 
Job  Corps,  one  ran  away  while  at  home 
and  one  went  to  LTI. 

The  Alternate  Care  Program  began  in 
October  1987,  therefore  allowing  MCH  to 
house  those  youth  who  would  have  been 
placed  in  adult  correctional  facilities  as 
this  is  now  against  federal  and  state  law. 
This  program  is  a  three  part  program 
which  includes  In-Home  detention, 
Emergency  Foster  Care,  and  Residential 
placement  in  the  Reception  Center. 
Since  January  1988,  eight  youth  have 
been  served  in  this  program  for  292  days 
of  care.  These  youth  were  held  for  the 
following  charges:  three  for  simple  bur¬ 
glaries,  two  for  aggravated  rape,  one 
simple  battery  and  two  for  forgery.  Dis¬ 
position  for  the  youth  were  as  follows: 
three  returned  home,  one  enlisted  in  the 
Army,  two  went  to  other  child  care  agen¬ 
cies,  one  came  into  Residential  Care 
at  MCH  and  one  went  to  LTI. 

Terrel  J.  DeVille 

Executive  Director 


New  Director  of  Development  Named 


.  f 

ATTRACTIVE 
Boutique”  during 
Auxiliary. 


MODELS  —  These  ladies  modeled  fashions  from  the  "Unique 
the  Fall  Fashion  Preview  presented  by  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home 


A  letter  to  you 

Dear  “Other”  Parents: 

Do  you  know  what  it  feels  like  not  to 
have  a  home  you  can  go  to?  We  do,  but 
you  took  us  in,  loved  us,  fed  us,  clothed 
us,  and  gave  us  a  bed  to  sleep  in. 

That’s  what  good  parents  do  for  their 
children,  and  you  did  it  for  over  350  of  us 
this  year.  Did  you  know  you  had  such  a 
large  family?  You  see  we  are  your  “oth¬ 
er”  children  because  you  have  loved  us 
a.id  taken  us  in. 

We  have  never  met  you  personally,  but 
you  must  be  the  one  called  “Jesus.”  We 
hear  that  “Jesus  loves  the  little  chil¬ 
dren,”  and  you  have  loved  us. 

Thank  you  for  loving  us. 

Your  “Other”  Children 


after  case  success  has  been  achieved. 

To  bring  together  the  resources  of 
church  and  community,  the  skills  of  spe¬ 
cialists  and  the  healing  power  of  God  to 
provide  innovative  ministries  to  troubled 
children  and  families  in  the  here  and 
now  continues  to  be  the  Home’s  primary 
mission. 

I  see  young  lives  being  given  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  experience  a  fulfilling  life. 
Nearly  all  are  reaching  for  this  changed 
life,  a  life  that  will  contribute  to  fulfill¬ 
ing  God’s  order  to  bring  about  His  king¬ 
dom  on  earth. 

During  the  first  eight  months  of  1988, 
we  have  had  a  total  of  317  referrals  for 
service  to  our  residential  care  programs. 
A  total  of  54  youth  were  admitted  to  the 
Reception  Center  during  this  period.  Of 
those  placed,  23  came  directly  into 
Emergency  Shelter  Care,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  25  were  admitted  for  Evalua¬ 
tion  Care.  Of  the  23  emergency  cases,  20 
remained  in  the  Reception  Center  and 
were  offered  evaluation  services.  Of  the 
48  youth  evaluated,  41  entered  Residen¬ 
tial  Care. 

During  this  reporting  period,  32  youth 
were  released  from  Residential  Care.  Of 


Lafon  Fashion  Show  a  Big  Success 


On  Saturday,  September  10  at  the  Bay¬ 
ou  Plaza  Hotel’s  Grand  Ballroom  in  New 
Orleans,  a  most  elegant  and  well  attend¬ 
ed  luncheon  was  held.  Although  this  was 
the  day  after  Hurricane  Florence,  every¬ 
one  enjoyed  this  delightful  event. 

This  is  a  very  special  annual  event  in 


the  life  of  the  Lafon  Nursing  Home  Aux¬ 
iliary  of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 
Some  of  the  funds  generated  from  this 
annual  event  will  be  used  in  ways  to  help 
provide  various  items  for  the  nursing 
home. 

The  Fifth  Annual  Luncheon’s  theme 


was  “Fall  Fashions:  Preview  ’88.”  Invit¬ 
ed  fashion  companies  were  The  Forgot¬ 
ten  Woman,  Nu  Images  and  the  Unique 
Boutique. 

The  President  of  the  Auxiliary  is  Alice 
Porter  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  is 
Dr.  Andrew  Douglas. 


In  spite  of  the  demands  placed  upon 
the  Home  to  provide  so  many  different 
needs,  it  has  managed  to  focus  on  and  in¬ 
dividualize  its  services  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  meet  this  great  challenge. 

This  year  has  been  filled  with  stress  on 
staff,  budgets,  families  and  children. 
However,  the  purpose  and  goals  have  not 
been  compromised  and  indeed,  in  case 


STUDY  TIME  —  All  78  youth  at  the  Children’s  Home  are  required  to  study  every 
evening  from  6-7  p.m.  Houseparents  and  child  care  workers  assist  them. 


HELPFUL  FRIENDS  -  A  few  volun¬ 
teers  from  local  churches  who  help  with 
our  mailings.  They  labeled  20,000  news¬ 
letters  that  were  recently  mailed. 


“When  I  was  hungry  you  gave  me  food.” 


Good  Samaritan  Fund  Helps 
Patient  Financial  Assisted  Care 


Because  of  the  Good  Samaritan  Fund 
at  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal,  many  are  able  to  receive  the  neces¬ 
sary  medical  care  who,  otherwise,  would 
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be  unable  to  afford  needed  diagnostic 
tests  and  therapeutic  treatment. 

Chaplain  Paul  Durbin,  Director  of  the 
Pastoral  Care  Department,  said,  “All 
Good  Samaritan  dollars  help  patients 
with  financial  assisted  care.” 

He  cites  the  little  girl  who  could  not 
have  had  an  appendectomy  without  as¬ 
sistance.  Without  the  surgery  at  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  many  complications  may 
have  arisen. 

Chaplain  Durbin  also  recalls  an  elder¬ 
ly  man  who  was  assisted.  “He  was  like 
one  of  the  ten  lepers  in  the  Bible,”  stated 
Chaplain  Durbin.  “When  the  man  was 
able,  he  expressed  his  gratitude  to  Jesus 
by  donating  to  the  Fund  so  that  others 
could  be  helped.” 

There  are  many  others  to  mention, 
who  have  found  the  gift  of  Christ's  love 
on  earth.  “Thanks  to  the  Good  Samaritan 
Fund,”  continued  Durbin,  “we  are  able  to 
help  them.” 
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Ministers’  Emergency  Aid  Fund 

All  clergy  are  reminded  that  their  contributions  to  the  Ministers’  Emergency 
Aid  Fund  are  due  by  the  end  of  the  calendar  year.  Each  minister  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  is  asked  to  give  an  amount  equal  to  one-half  of 
one  percent  of  his  base  salary  for  1988. 

This  fund  is  used  to  provide  emergency  benefit  aid  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  who  may  be  in  special  need  in  times  when  extra  help  is 
much  needed. 

Please  send  your  contributions  to  the  Conference  Treasurer.  The  Fund  No.  is 
6400  and  checks  should  be  made  payable  to  The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
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Send  P.O.  Form  3579  to  P.0.  Box  660275.  Dallas.  TX  75266-0275 


NOVEMBER  18,  1988 


See  the  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 
supplement  on  page  6. 


Giving  Thanks 
for  the  Church 


As  we  approach  Thanksgiving,  hearts  overflow  and  blessings  are  named  and 
numbered.  This  season.  I  am  especially  thankful  for  the  577  United  Methodist 
Churches  throughout  Louisiana.  Your  worship  and  witness  continually  make 
the  Reign  of  God  visible  in  each  place. 

Ann  Weems  has  written  a  poem  which  captures  this  sense  of  Thanksgiving. 

Where  is  the  Church? 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  old  women  come  to  dance, 

Where  young  men  see  visions  and  old  men  dream  dreams, 

Where  children  of  God  bring  their  balloons. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  lepers  come  to  be  touched, 

Where  the  blind  see  and  the  deaf  hear, 

Where  the  lame  run  and  the  dying  live. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  the  daisies  bloom  out  of  barren  land, 
Where  children  lead  and  wise  men  follow, 

Where  mountains  are  moved  and  walls  come  tumbling  down. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  loaves  of  bread  are  stacked  in  the 
sanctuary  to  feed  the  hungry. 

Where  coats  are  taken  off  and  put  on  the  backs  of  the  naked. 

Where  shackles  are  discarded  and  kings  and  shepherds  sit  down  to  live 
together. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  barefoot  children  run  giggling  in 
procession, 

Where  the  minister  is  ministered  unto. 

Where  the  anthem  is  the  laughter  of  the  congregation  and  offering  plates 
are  full  of  people. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  people  go  when  they  skin  their  knees 
or  their  hearts, 

Where  frogs  become  princes  and  Cinderella  dances  beyond  midnight. 

Where  judges  don’t  judge  and  each  child  of  God  is  beautiful  and  precious. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  the  sea  divides  for  the  exiles, 

Where  the  ark  floats  and  the  calf  lies  down  with  the  lion, 

Where  people  can  disagree  and  hold  hands  at  the  same  time. 


Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Meets  November  19 


< an 

Council 

On 

Ministries 


The  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on 
Ministries  will  hold  an  organizational/ 
planning  meeting  on  Saturday,  Novem¬ 
ber  19  at  Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baton  Rouge  at  10:00  a  m. 

This  will  be  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Conference  Council  for  the  new  quadren- 
nium.  Officers  for  the  Council  will  be 
elected  and  membership  to  the  Confer¬ 
ence  Council  on  Ministries’  committees 
will  be  presented  for  election. 

Prior  to  this  meeting,  a  Conference 
goal  setting  task  force  was  held  at  which 
time  Bishop  William  B.  Oden  spoke  to 
the  group  concerning  his  dreams  and  pri¬ 
orities  for  Louisiana  United  Methodists. 
Since  coming  to  his  new  Episcopal  posi¬ 
tion,  Bishop  Oden  feels  that  we  have  a 
far  stronger,  energetic  Conference  with 
more  resources  than  dreamed  possible 
with  these  economic  times. 

During  his  address  to  those  in  atten¬ 
dance,  Bishop  Oden  listed  some  of  his 


priorities  and  dreams.  They  are:  1)  To 
foster  dialogue  from  his  office  with  all 
elements  of  the  Annual  Conference  pro¬ 
viding  better  “listening”  and  better 
“networking."  2)  To  support  priorities 
coming  out  of  the  General  Conference 
for  the  quadrennium.  3)  To  reclaim  sym¬ 
bolic  and  covenantal  role  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  4)  To  clarify  the  process  and 
understanding  of  the  appointive  system. 
5)  To  encourage  a  10  year  plan  for 
church  extension  and  re-vitalization. 

With  the  beginning  of  a  new  quadren¬ 
nium,  Bishop  Oden  urged  that  we  set 
goals  of  direction  for  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference.  Bishop  Oden  suggested  that  the 
District  and  local  churches  would  be  well 
advised  to  have  a  missional  goal,  an  in¬ 
stitutional  goal,  and  a  spiritual  nurture 
goal.  He  also  stated  that  dreams  come 
before  deeds,  but  ultimately  they  come 
together. 

Following  Bishop  Oden’s  keynote  ad¬ 
dress,  those  assembled  divided  into  five 


groups  to  dialogue  together  concerning 
the  directions  for  the  Louisiana  Confer¬ 
ence.  Many  worthwhile  suggestions 
came  from  these  groups  and  will  be 
shared  with  the  Council  on  Ministries  at 
its  meeting  on  Saturday. 

One  group  suggested  a  possible  "Pur¬ 
pose  Statement”  might  need  consider¬ 
ation  by  the  Annual  Conference.  The 
following  is  the  statement  which  has 
been  suggested  for  the  Annual  Confer¬ 
ence:  "The  purpose  of  the  Louisiana  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
is  to  be  a  people  of  God  through  an  inten¬ 
tional  witness,  the  making  of  disciples, 
and  the  meeting  of  human  need  in  the  lo¬ 
cal  community,  state,  nation,  and  world 
in  creative  and  redemptive  ways.” 

Notices  have  gone  out  to  all  Council 
members,  and  Dr.  Charles  B.  Simmons, 
Chairperson,  urges  all  members  to  at¬ 
tend  as  we  work  together  to  finalize  the 
concerns  and  dreams  we  all  have  for  the 
Louisiana  Conference 


Chair  in  Chemistry  Established  at  Centenary  College 


A  $600,000  bequest  by  the  late  Velma 
Davis  Grayson  has  been  matched  with 
$400,000  by  the  State  of  Louisiana  Emi¬ 
nent  Scholars  Fund  to  create  Centenary 
College’s  tenth  endowed  chair. 

The  Velma  Davis  Grayson  Chair  of 
Chemistry  is  also  the  second  $1,000,000 
endowed  chair  at  Centenary  to  be  funded 
with  monies  from  this  fund. 

Mrs.  Grayson,  who  was  87  years  old  at 
the  time  of  her  death  last  fall,  was  a 
prominent  Louisiana  businesswoman. 

She  was  chairperson  of  The  Grayson 
Company  of  the  Southwest,  Inc.,  with  dis¬ 


tribution  centers  in  Shreveport,  Dallas, 
Kilgore,  and  New  Orleans.  She  was  also 
Vice  President  of  The  Grayson  Founda¬ 
tion  and  Grayson  Investment  Company. 

Born  in  Arcadia,  Mrs.  Grayson  lived  in 
Shreveport  for  more  than  67  years.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  Noel  Memorial 
Methodist  Church  for  over  65  years. 

Her  son,  Sam  B.  Grayson,  is  a  1947 
graduate  of  Centenary  College  and  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

The  $1,000,000  will  be  invested  in  in¬ 
terest-bearing  securities,  and  the  inter¬ 


est  will  be  used  for  faculty  and  support 
staff  salaries,  special  equipment  and 
materials,  and  student  and  faculty  en¬ 
richment. 

As  stated  previously,  this  is  Centena¬ 
ry’s  10th  endowed  academic  chair,  the 
others  being  the  Keen  Chair  of  Physics, 
the  James  Chair  of  Religion,  the 
Wortham  Chair  of  Engineering,  the 
Woolf  Chair  of  Geology,  the  Brown  Chair 
of  English,  the  Sample  Chair  of  Business 
Administration,  the  Warters  Chair  of  Bi¬ 
ology,  the  Hurley  Chair  of  Music,  and  the 
Wilson  Chair  of  American  Literature. 


Velma  Davis  Grayson 


■Around  the  Conference ■ 


NOT  TO  EE 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  people  write  “thank  you”  notes  to  God, 
Where  work  is  a  holiday,  where  seeds  are  scattered  and  miracles  are  grown. 


The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  is  where  we  live  responsively  to  his  coming, 
Even  on  Monday  morning  the  world  will  hear  an  abundance  of  alleluias  and 


everyday  is  a  festival  of  faith. 


UML-&  O 


Participation  Includes  Nurture  and  Mission 

Editorial  Assistant's  Note:  This  is  the  third  article  on  church  and  education  by  Con¬ 
ference  Director  of  Education  Ministries,  Larry  Lewis. 

For  the  past  two  weeks  we  have  been  talking  about  the  aims  of  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion,  as  related  to  the  goal.  "The  Fundamental  Goal  of  Christian  Education  is  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  Christian  faith  and  discipleship.”  There  are  ten  aims  which  help  fulfill 
this  goal.  Today,  we  pick  up  with  aim  number  four.  All  of  these  aims  come  from  the 
Foundations  for  Teaching  and  Learning  in  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

"It  is  our  aim  to  participate  in  the  nurture  and  mission  of  the  Body  of  Christ,  His 
Church.”  Participation  in  the  nurture  and  mission  of  the  church  is  not  only  an  aim,  it 
is  also  a  way  of  growing  in  Christian  faith  and  discipleship.  It  is  through  participation 
that  we  learn  and  test  our  beliefs.  The  process  of  learning  to  participate  and  actually 
participating  is  a  "snowballing”  effect. 

You  will  note  that  this  aim  includes  participation  in  both  “nurture  and  mission.”  It 
does  not  say  nurture  for  mission.  Too  often  we  separate  the  two  by  age  levels.  We  as¬ 
sume  that  the  church’s  job  is  to  nurture  children  so  that  they  can  be  in  mission  as 
adults.  But,  the  two  go  hand-in-hand  at  all  age  levels.  Children,  youth,  and  adults  of  all 
ages  need  to  be  nurtured  in  the  Christian  faith.  Likewise,  children,  youth,  and  adults 
of  all  ages  need  to  be  involved  in  the  mission  of  the  church.  The  issue  here  is  the  same 
as  the  “faith/discipleship”  issue  discussed  two  weeks  ago. 

The  opportunities  for  mission  are  constantly  changing.  Nurture  will  help  us  to  be 
aware  of  the  Biblical  foundation  and  the  Biblical  response  to  these  new  opportunities. 
Likewise,  nurture  that  is  not  related  to  the  mission  of  the  church  will  soon  be  lost. 
The  Church  School  is  one  of  the  places  where  persons  of  all  ages  can  struggle  with  new 
opportunities  for  mission  as  well  as  understand  the  foundation  of  our  missional  task. 

Aim  number  five  is  “to  receive  with  joy  God’s  boundless  love,  as  revealed  especial¬ 
ly  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  respond  with  ever-deepening  faith.”  Because  of  our  frame  of 
reference  as  human  beings,  we  often  try  to  attribute  human  characteristics  to  God 
rather  than  allow  God  to  be  infinite  in  His  power  and  love.  As  humans,  we  have  diffi¬ 
culty  comprehending  the  unlimited,  unconditional,  boundless  love  that  God  offers  to 
each  of  us. 

One  of  the  aims  of  Christian  Education  is  to  help  us  receive,  with  joy,  God’s  love 
and  grace.  We  can  begin  to  accept  God’s  boundless  love  as  we  encounter  a  loving, 
caring  spirit  within  the  community  of  faith.  It  is  our  task  to  show  acceptance  and  for¬ 
giveness  with  all  of  God’s  creatures.  It  is  not  our  job  to  judge,  but  to  love.  What  better 
place  to  experience  God’s  love  than  through  a  caring  congregation.  And,  it  is  through 
this  caring  congregation  seen  in  the  Sunday  School,  that  most  children  first  experi¬ 
ence  God’s  love,  outside  the  family  setting. 

It  is  as  we  begin  to  feel  and  realize  the  implications  of  God’s  boundless  love  that 
we  can  then  respond  in  faith.  For  faith  is  a  response  to  the  hand  of  God  reaching  out 
to  us.  I  hope  the  Sunday  School  is  a  caring,  loving  setting  in  your  church.  Come  be  a 
part  of  it;  experience  God’s  love. 


Resources  Available  for  Advent-Christmas 

The  Resource  Library  at  the  Conference  Office  has  a  variety  of  audio  visual  re¬ 
sources  for  use  by  local  churches  throughout  the  year.  There  are  several  resources 
available  which  would  be  of  particular  interest  during  the  Advent-Christmas  season. 
The  16  mm  film  "Martin  the  Cobbler”  is  a  popular  story  based  upon  Tolstoy’s  “Where 
Love  Is,  God  Is.”  It  is  appropriate  for  all  ages. 

Several  resources  are  available  for  'children.  On  VHS  we  have  “The  City  That  For¬ 
got  About  Christmas,”  "I  will  take  you  to  see  the  Christ  Child,”  “When  the  Littlest 
Camel  Knelt,”  and  “The  Nativity”  from  the  Hanna-Barbera  series  for  young 
children. 

Filmstrips  for  children  include  “And  There  Were  Shepherds,”  “Christmas  Around 
the  World,”  “Christmas  With  Carol  and  Peter,”  “Friendly  Beasts  at  Jesus’  Manger,” 
“Green  Whistles  Can’t  Sing  Glory  To  God,”  "Mary's  Song,”  and  “When  the  Littlest 
Camel  Knelt.” 

Kits,  including  pictures  and  songs,  are  "Have  Yourself  a  Merry  Little  Christmas” 
and  “Come  and  Behold  Him.”  To  reserve  any  of  these  resources  or  other  resources  in 
the  Resource  Library,  contact  Carolyn  Powell  at  (504)  346-1646  or  Resource  Library, 
527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

For  a  description  of  these  resources,  check  the  Conference  Resource  Center  Cata¬ 
logue  which  was  mailed  to  each  church  last  spring.  Additional  catalogues  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Resource  Center  for  $2.00  each. 


SHARING  IN  CELEBRATION  —  Pictured  here  during  the  recent  groundbreak¬ 
ing  for  the  new  buildings  for  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  are:  1.  to  r.,  Larry  Lewis, 
Rev.  Debbie  Drash,  Chuck  Dixon,  Richard  Martel,  Jimmie  Ree  Flynt,  Milton  Baker, 
Karen  Hanson,  and  Lena  Bateman.  They  comprise  the  church’s  building  committee. 


DIGGING  IN  —  Rev.  Debbie  Drash  of  St.  Luke's  breaks  a  piece  of  ground  during 
groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the  new  church  buildings.  The  project  includes  an 
Educational  Facility  and  an  Administrative  Offices/Library  Complex.  Completion 
for  the  $150,000  project  is  scheduled  for  mid-December,  1988. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  held  a 
covered  dish  dinner  on  October  23.  It 
was  a  special  opportunity  for  everyone 
to  sing  a  variety  of  hymns,  with  the 
choir,  organ  and  four  great  brass  per¬ 
formers.  It  was  a  festival  of  music,  and 
everyone  enjoyed  an  exciting  evening  of 
fellowship.  Rev.  Grayson  B.  Watson  is 
Pastor. 

•  •  • 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC 
in  Mandeville  is  currently  working  on 
care  packages  to  college  students.  Dur¬ 
ing  November,  the  Senior  High  Youth 
will  be  taking  orders  for  Exam  Survival 
Kits  to  be  sent  to  students  away  at  col¬ 


lege.  These  packages  will  include  items 
needed  during  those  long  study  hours  be¬ 
fore  exams:  homemade  cookies,  high¬ 
lighting  pens,  hot  drink  mixes, 
bookmarks,  etc.  There  is  a  table  located 
in  the  foyer  where  interested  persons 
can  place  orders  and  sign  the  card  to  be 
enclosed  with  each  package.  Delivery 
will  be  the  first  week  of  December  — 
just  in  time  for  exams!  Rev.  J.  Lawrence 
Maddin  is  Pastor. 

*  *  * 

The  Women  of  Mount  Zion  UMC  in 
New  Orleans  celebrated  their  Annual 
Women’s  Day  Program  on  Sunday,  No¬ 
vember  13,  1988  during  the  11:00  a.m. 


worship  service.  The  guest  speaker  was 
Mary  McNeal  Ketchens.  She  addressed 
the  theme,  “Women  Living  by  Faith.” 
The  program  was  chaired  by  Ethel 
Bynum,  Belinda  Holloway,  and  Sarah 
Richardson.  Rev.  Leslie  P.  Norris  is 
Pastor. 

*  *  • 

Carrollton  UMC  in  New  Orleans  is 
springing  into  its  one  hundred  fourth 
year  with  its  CELEBRATE  THE  SPIRIT 
OF  GIVING  Campaign.  The  church  is 
currently  involved  with  prayer,  meet¬ 
ings,  telephoning,  writing,  posters,  and 
every  form  of  contact  it  can  muster. 
Carrollton  wants  to  continue  to  provide 


fellowship  for  the  lonely,  a  good  Sunday 
school,  and  bible  based  services  under 
the  leadership  of  Rev.  Leland  Wade 

United  Methodist  Women  of  First 
UMC  in  Jennings  has  recently  organized 
a  new  night-time  circle  with  a  member¬ 
ship  of  15.  During  a  recent  meeting,  the 
group  adopted  the  name  of  “the  Lamp¬ 
lighters."  and  elected  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  Marilyn  Hebert,  President;  Carol 
Cannon,  Vice  President,  Theresa  Lyons, 
Secretary;  and  Georgia  Berry,  Treasur¬ 
er.  Various  hostesses  and  program 
chairs  have  already  been  selected.  Rich¬ 
ard  C.  Hebert  is  Pastor. 


HISTORICAL  MARKER  —  Bob  Sibley,  left,  a  member  of  Bayou  Scie  UMC  in 
Many,  and  Rev.  Louis  M.  Coppage  Jr.,  Pastor,  are  shown  with  a  plaque  commemo¬ 
rating  the  church,  which  was  built  in  1834,  as  a  Historical  Marker  site  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  on  Archives  and  History.  Seventeen  members  composed  the  original 
membership.  Today,  membership  is  nearing  100. 


FRAMING  UP  —  Since  the  groundbreaking  in  late  summer,  progress  has  taken 
place  on  the  site  of  the  new  church  facilities  at  St.  Luke's  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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^  Editorials 


W.W.V.V 


Jonestown  tragedy:  A  not-so-distant  mirror 


Jonestown. 

The  mere  name  has  become  a  syn¬ 
onym  for  wickedness  and  fanatical  reli¬ 
gious  conduct. 

Among  other  things,  the  mass  suicide 
of  more  than  900  members  of  Peoples 
Temple  10  years  ago  showed  what  evil 
can  result  when  people  give  uncritical 
loyalty  to  a  charismatic  leader  such  as 
the  Rev.  Jim  Jones. 

For  many  people  the  matter  ends  there, 
typically  with  a  sense  of  relief  and  re¬ 
moteness.  After  all,  such  thinking  goes, 
what  transpired  in  “a  South  American  jun¬ 
gle”  was  an  aberration  that  means  little  if 
anything  to  “normal”  people. 

However,  the  10th  anniversary  of  the 
Jonestown  deaths  creates  a  much  more 
troubling  perspective  for  a  United  Meth¬ 
odist  family  that  lost  three  people  in  the 
tragedy  (see  related  article  elsewhere  in 
this  issue). 

For  the  Rev.  John  V.  Moore,  the  Jones¬ 
town  massacre  is  a  “mirror”  on  the  hu¬ 
man  condition  in  today’s  world. 

The  massacre  and  the  events  leading 
up  to  it,  he  says,  are  reminders  of  life’s 
deep  ambiguities.  Possibilities  for  good 
and  the  “forces  of  death”  often  are  close¬ 
ly  intertwined. 

Mr.  Moore  has  made  several  provocative 
points  related  to  that  truth  in  a  volume  of 
essays  edited  by  his  surviving  daughter  and 
her  husband  (“Ten  Years  After  Jonestown,” 
Edwin  Mellen  Press,  1988). 

Some  of  his  most  thoughtful  and  chal¬ 
lenging  observations  include: 

•/  “It  is  . . .  important  to  remember 
that  we  are  made  of  the  same  stuff  as 
those  who  perpetrated  the  evil.  Our  failure 
to  see  in  ourselves  anything  akin  to  what 
drove  the  Nazis  in  their  evil — or  at  least 
our  own  indifference  to  injustice,  suffering 


and  evil— leaves  us  vulnerable  to  that  evil 
in  ourselves  and  to  its  consequences." 

/  “If  flesh  of  my  flesh  and  bone  of 
my  bone  and  spirit  of  my  spirit  could 
participate  in  the  murder-suicide  of  Jon¬ 
estown,  I  could  act  in  some  equally  unbe¬ 
lievable  way  myself.  It  is  one  step  from 
this  self-destruction  to  know  that  the  po¬ 
tential  for  destruction  which  is  in  all  hu¬ 
mans  is  in  me  as  well.” 

/  “Those  who  rally  behind  the  slogan 
Better  Dead  Than  Red’ . . .  have  more  in 
common  with  Jim  Jones  and  his  follow¬ 
ers  than  they  realize.  While  they  con¬ 
demned  the  Jonestown  solution  for 
Peoples  Temple,  they  advocate  it  as  the 
ultimate  defense  against  the  communist 
states  of  Europe  and  Asia.” 

'/'“Not  one  in  10  will  stand  against 
the  crowd,  whether  in  a  fraternity  or  a 
church.  .  .  .  Remembering  Jonestown 
calls  us  to  examine  how  easily  we  con¬ 
form  to  our  culture.” 

f  “There  is  no  way  they  could  have  tak¬ 
en  the  final  step  without  taking  thousands 
of  smaller  steps  before  it.  They  cut  a  cor¬ 
ner  here,  compromised  there,  diluted  their 
integrity  someplace  else,  justified  today 
what  they  had  rejected  yesterday.  . .  .Those 
who  have  engaged  in  little  deceptions  . . . 
can  identify  with  those  who  died.” 

We’re  grateful  for  such  insights,  howev¬ 
er  disturbing  they  might  be.  It  would  have 
been  an  easier  path  for  Mr.  Moore  and  his 
family  to  succumb  to  their  personal  pain 
and  self-pity  and  avoid  grappling  with  the 
larger  meanings  of  the  Jonestown  tragedy. 

Instead,  their  witness  testifies  to  the 
truth  proclaimed  by  another  follower  of 
Christ  who  also  reflected  on  the  mysteri¬ 
ous  relationship  between  good  and  evil: 

“We  know  that  in  everything  God 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


The  “throne"  used  at  Jonestown  by 
the  Rev.  Jim  Jones,  leader  of  Peo¬ 
ples  Temple,  stands  empty  following 
the  1978  mass  suicide-murder  of 
more  than  900  people.  On  the  10th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  deaths,  the  sign 
above  the  chair  reflects  the  larger 
meanings  that  a  United  Methodist 
family  has  found  in  the  massacre. 


works  for  good  with  those  who  love  him, 
who  are  called  according  to  his  purpose" 
(Romans  8:28). 


Here  I  Stand 

It’s  too  bad  we  can’t  get  as  upset 
about  injustice  as  we  do  a  movie 


By  NICHOLAS  B.  SHOW  ALTER 

I  have,  in  recent  weeks,  read  many  of 
the  articles,  reviews  and  editorials  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  cont 
versial  movie,  “1 
Last  Temptation 
Christ.” 

Many  in  the  Ch 
tian  community  ; 
outraged  over  its  r 
tence.  Others  are 
as  disturbed  by 
protests  against  the  Nicholas  Showalter 
film  and  are  willing  to  support  the  rights 
and  liberties  so  cherished  by  our  society. 

I  have  my  own  opinions  about  the 
movie  and  the  theology  it  represents,  but 
too  much  has  already  been  said  about  in¬ 
dividual  personal  perspectives.  I  am 
more  concerned  with  the  image— the 
statement— that  the  Christian  communi¬ 
ty  makes  whenever  something  contro¬ 
versial  like  the  film  presents  itself. 

Those  of  a  more  literalistic  perspective 
are  appropriately  threatened  by  the  as¬ 
sault  to  the  very  foundation  of  their  faith 
systems.  They  protest  fervently— even  of¬ 
fering  to  buy  all  the  copies  of  the  film  so  it 
might  be  destroyed  completely.  Their  pas¬ 
sion  is  predictable  and  right  for  them. 

Others  are  more  open 

Others  are  more  open  and  accepting. 
To  some  of  these,  nothing  is  all  that  im¬ 
portant.  Yes,  some  are  willing  to  defend 
vociferously  the  rights  of  the  film  com¬ 
pany  and  the  movie’s  creators.  Others  of 
the  “open”  ones  are  quick  to  assert  that 
they  can’t  judge  anything  they  haven’t 
seen.  For  these  too,  their  reactions  are 


predictable  and  appropriate  according  to 
their  belief  systems. 

I  would  like  to  challenge  those  who  see 
themselves  at  either  extreme  of  those 
two  perspectives  and  all  of  us  who  have 
any  degree  of  interest  in  such  matters. 

The  world  looks  to  the  church  to  repre¬ 
sent  a  certain  ethic— a  certain  standard 
for  the  world.  What,  then,  is  the  message 
we  project  when  we  get  more  upset 
about  a  two-and-one-half  hour  movie 
than  we  do  about  almost  anything  else 
going  on  in  the  world  today? 

I  think  we  send  a  message  that  our 
faith  has  made  little  progress  since  the 
days  of  Jesus,  whose  ministry  included  a 
critique  of  the  kind  of  religion  more  inter¬ 
ested  in  saving  its  own  life  than  losing  it. 

A  cover  story  by  ‘Time’? 

When  was  the  last  time  society  was  so 
aware  of  the  feelings  of  the  Christian 
community?  When  was  the  last  time  that 
“Time”  magazine  devoted  a  whole  cover 
and  feature  story  to  the  Christian  per¬ 
spective  on  anything? 

I  guess  in  that  sense,  something  posi¬ 
tive  has  come  out  of  the  ordeal.  The 
world  realizes  that  the  church  is  still 
alive  and  breathing. 

But  what  if  the  church  were  to  get  just 
as  actively  engaged  and  just  as  passion¬ 
ately  outspoken  about  issues  by  which 
Jesus  was  most  significantly  moved? 
What  if  we  were  to  create  just  as  big  a 
stink  about  racism,  hunger,  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  the  poor  or  domestic  abuse  of  our 
sisters  and  brothers? 


What  if  “Time”  were  periodically 
moved  to  do  a  cover  and  feature  story  on 
the  way  people’s  attitudes  and  motiva¬ 
tions  were  being  changed  because  of  the 
church  of  Jesus  Christ? 

I  hope  my  attitude  is  not  overly  criti¬ 
cal,  for  indeed  the  church  is  alive,  is  ac¬ 
tive  and  is  changing  the  lives  of  DeoDle! 

What  I  am  pleading  for  is  greater  dis¬ 
cretion  on  the  part  of  Christians  in  pick¬ 
ing  our  battles  and  controversies.  Surely 
we  have  far  greater  messages  to  pro¬ 
claim  to  the  world.  Surely  we  have  great¬ 
er  battles  to  be  waged  that  directly  affect 
the  manner  in  which  creatures  of  God 
live  in  existence  with  one  another! 

The  issue  of  the  nature  of  Jesus  the 
Christ  is  an  integral  one  for  our  belief.  I 
don’t  deny  the  importance  of  this  issue. 
But  just  as  important  to  us  is  the  sub¬ 
stance  of  Jesus’  ministry  that  Jesus  chal¬ 
lenged  his  disciples  to  continue. 

Let  us  as  the  church  be  ever  faithful  to 
those  most  substantive  issues  of  Jesus’  pas¬ 
sion:  caring,  loving,  sacrificing  and  working 
to  bring  justice  to  all  of  God’s  people. 

"Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  church.  Nicholas  B.  Showalter  is 
associate  pastor  of  St.  James  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Danville,  111.  (Cen¬ 
tral  Illinois  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (three  typed,  double¬ 
spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to  “Here 
I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Reporter, 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266- 


0275. 

My  Witness 

Branches  are  rooted  in  God 


Nicholas  Showalter 


Keep  reporting  on  what’s  real  in  Christianity 


To  the  Editor: 

This  is  in  response  to  the  Oct.  21  edito¬ 
rial  headlined,  “Why  must  we  publish 
bad  news?” 

It’s  been  my  experience  that  many 
people  who  are  Christians  look  at  world 
events  and  relationships  with  people 
through  gaily  tinted  glasses. 

According  to  such  people,  turmoil  and 
problems  don’t  matter  because  God’s  go¬ 
ing  to  solve  everything  eventually  any¬ 
how.  We  don’t  have  to  get  involved.  No 
pain  and  all  gain. 

That’s  the  part  that  gnaws  on  me  the 
most  regarding  my  participation  in  the 
church. 

I  find  the  Reporter’s  coverage  very 


■»'  Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“Now  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit;  and 
where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there 
is  liberty.”  (New  American  Standard 
Bible) 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  John  15:10, 12) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  20 
Monday:  Psalm  93 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah  23:1-4 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  23:5-6 
Thursday:  Revelation  l:4b-8 
Friday:  Revelation  1:9-18 
Saturday:  John  18:25-27 
Sunday:  John  18:33-37 
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balanced.  That’s  why  it’s  the  only  Chris¬ 
tian  publication  I  read  regularly. 

If  you  cave  in  to  pressure  from  read¬ 
ers  who  think  bad  news  is  out  of  step 
with  their  Alice-in-Wonderland  Chris¬ 
tianity,  I’m  a  reader  who  would  notice  in 
one  issue. 

Keep  up  your  refreshing  coverage  of, 
thank  God,  what’s  real  in  Christianity. 
Steve  Nieman 
Brush  Prairie,  Washington 

Editorial  was  appropriate 

To  the  Editor: 

The  editorial  headlined,  “Election  day: 
A  time  for  hope,  reconciliation”  in  the 
Nov.  4  issue  was  one  of  the  best  I  have 
read  in  the  Reporter. 

The  final  three  paragraphs  in  particu¬ 
lar  struck  me  as  so  true— something  ev¬ 
ery  Christian  should  take  care  to 
consider  prayerfully. 

It  is  important  to  know  that  reliance 
on  any  politician  or  political  party  is  just 
opening  oneself  for  disappointment.  Our 
only  real  identity  can  be  in  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  God.  That  is  where  we  must 
place  our  trust  and  our  concern. 

Prayer  when  our  candidate  loses  is  dif¬ 
ficult  for  many,  but  we  should  realize 
that  it  is  in  our  own  best  self-interest 
that  whoever  wins  be  given  some  guid¬ 
ance  by  God. 

Thank  you  for  these  most  appropriate 
words,  so  needed  at  this  time. 

John  B.  Quinlan 
Mesquite,  Texas 

Article  raises  questions 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Oct.  28  “Here  I  Stand”  article  by 
Bishop  Kenneth  Hicks  raises  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “How  could  such  a  thing  happen?” 
regarding  the  financial  plight  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

What  a  surprise  to  read  that  it  resulted 
in  part  from  "a  breakdown  in  communi¬ 
cations.” 

It  should  seem  obvious  to  us  that  a 
board  of  directors  meeting  a  few  times  a 
year  cannot  effectively  supervise  the 
program  and  budget  of  a  national  agency 
of  our  church.  We  are  dependent  upon  the 
competence  of  our  paid  staff. 

I  can’t  help  wondering  how  much  is 
spent  on  travel  and  administrative  cost 
before  1  cent  is  delivered  to  those  for 
whom  the  money  was  given. 

Why  are  we  still  operating  administra¬ 
tive  offices  out  of  the  city  of  New  York 
when  many  organizations  have  moved  to 


I  recently  renewed  my  commitment  to 
United  Methodist-related  black  colleges 
when  I  attended  an 
alumni  meeting  of 
my  alma  mater, 

Clark  College. 

As  a  graduate  of 
the  Atlanta,  Ga. 
school,  I  was  excited 
about  celebrating  its 
past  and  planning  for 
its  future.  Denise  Stovall 

But  I  was  concerned.  The  boards  of 
trustees  of  Clark  College  and  Atlanta 
University  voted  to  consolidate  this  year. 

I  was  fearful  that  the  trustees  would 
forget  the  goals  of  Clark’s  founders— the 
Freedman’s  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church— in  the  consolidation 
plans. 

The  society  was  founded  in  1866,  after 
the  Civil  War,  to  meet  the  educational 
needs  of  former  slaves. 

I  realized  that  my  fears  were  unfound¬ 
ed,  however,  after  meeting  the  school’s 
president,  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Cole  Jr.  He  re¬ 
assured  us  that  the  new  school  will  main¬ 
tain  its  ties  to  United  Methodism. 


locations  that  are  less  expensive? 

Joseph  E.  Parshall 
Marina,  California 

Thanks  for  Bible  readings 

To  the  Editor: 

I  wanted  to  write  a  brief  note  to  thank 
you  for  putting  the  weekly  Bible  read¬ 
ings  in  the  Reporter. 

Our  family  uses  them  every  morning 
for  devotions  after  breakfast.  They  are 
just  the  right  length.  We  appreciate  no 
commentary  that  most  readings  include. 
God’s  word  is  plenty  adequate. 

Mrs.  J.M.  Long 
Grapevine,  Texas 

Evil  spirits  are  real! 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  great  interest  the  article 
on  witchcraft  by  Douglas  F.  Cannon  in 
the  Oct.  21  issue  of  the  Reporter  and  the 
quotations  from  the  Rev.  Temba  L.J. 
Mafico,  theologian  from  Zimbabwe. 

It  isn’t  only  true  that  evil  spirits  and 
demons  are  a  reality  to  Africans.  They 
are  a  reality  to  those  in  various  cults  and 
sects  in  America.  I  believe,  too,  that  Sa¬ 
tan  and  his  angels  are  a  reality  to  spirit- 
filled  Christians. 

But  too  many  Christian  teachers  and 
preachers  either  deny  their  reality  or 
play  it  down  and  hinder  the  victory  of 
Christ  over  the  forces  of  evil. 

My  only  concern  with  the  article  is 
that  I’m  not  convinced  that  Professor 
Mafico  even  now  believes  in  the  objec¬ 
tive  reality  of  evil.  I  fear  he  still  believes 
that  it  is  a  product  of  imagination  and  ig- 

On  the  UMR  Beat 


Dr.  Cole  told  us  that  Clark  Atlanta  Uni- 
versity,  as  the  new  school  is  called,  will 
always  nurture  its  students  in  a  Christian 
environment,  provide  outstanding  aca¬ 
demic  programs,  and  be  a  repository  for 
black  culture,  history  and  the  arts. 

A  glowing  witness  at  the  end  of  the 
meeting  to  that  “nurture  and  care”  added 
particular  meaning— and  challenge— to 
Dr.  Cole’s  words.  The  witness  was  given 
by  Marvin  S.  Arrington,  an  active  United 
Methodist  and  a  successful  lawyer. 

Mr.  Arrington  recalled  “living  in  the 
projects  of  Atlanta”  when  a  football 
coach  spotted  him  and  offered  him  a 
scholarship  to  attend  Clark. 

When  he  arrived  on  the  campus,  he  soon 
learned  that  Garkites  were  expected  to 
excel— on  and  off  the  football  field.  Four 
years  later,  he  graduated  as  a  top  student 
and  went  on  to  receive  a  law  degree  at 
UM-related  Emory  University  in  Atlanta. 

"One  day  I  was  driving  through  my  old 
neighborhood  and  saw  some  of  the  guys 
who  went  to  high  school  with  me,”  said 
Mr.  Arrington.  “Many  of  those  guys  had 
no  jobs  and  no  money— just  begging  for 


norance,  saying  in  effect,  “It  is  real  to 
the  Africans,  at  least  they  believe  it  is 
real,  so  we  must  treat  it  as  though  it  is 
real  even  though  we  do  not  personally 
accept  it  as  real.” 

To  think  or  teach  that  Satan  and  evil 
spirits  have  no  real  existence  is  just  as 
unbiblical  and  un-Christian  as  to  think 
and  teach  that  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the 
ministering  angels  don’t  exist  as  objec¬ 
tive  realities.  (I  would  like  to  hear  that  I 
am  wrong  and  that  Dr.  Mafico  has  in¬ 
deed  done  a  complete  turnaround). 

I  believe  in  the  existence  and  power  of 
evil  not  only  because  it  is  biblical  but  be¬ 
cause  it  is  the  experience  of  those  who 
have  known  the  fullness  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it.  Jesus’  experience  with  Satan  immedi¬ 
ately  following  the  manifestation  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  him  was  certainly  real  to 
him. 

Several  years  ago  I  picked  up  a  dis¬ 
carded  pornographic  book  and  began  to 
read  it.  Perverse  ideas  entered  my  mind 
as  they  had  at  other  times,  but  this  time 
I  couldn’t  control  their  effect  upon  me.  I 
was  filled  with  lust! 

I  wrestled  with  all  my  might  against 
this  lust,  but  I  could  not  overcome  it.  It 
was  so  strong  that  it  scared  me  terribly. 

I  repented  of  reading  this  product  of 
hell  and  cried  to  God  for  deliverance. 
And  he  finally  delivered  me. 

I  knew  that  I  had  been  held  captive  by 
an  evil  spirit.  But  in  our  day  in  America, 
Satan  is  more  often  subtly  present  as  an 
angel  of  light  than  as  a  roaring  lion. 

Ernest  L.  Cobbs 
Albion,  Indiana 


a  dollar  to  get  them  through  the  day.” 

"That  could  have  been  me,”  he  contin¬ 
ued.  “If  it  were  not  for  the  people  at 
Clark,  who  saw  the  potential  in  me  to 
achieve,  I  wouldn’t  be  the  president  of 
the  Atlanta  City  Council  today.” 

"If  it  were  not  for  Clark  College. . 

I  cannot  count  the  number  of  times  I 
have  heard  and  said  those  words  in  the 
past  12  years!  And  I  cannot  even  imagine 
the  number  of  times  the  same  thing  has 
been  said  about  United  Methodism’s  oth¬ 
er  10  historically  black  colleges. 

I’m  grateful  for  the  many  United 
Methodists  who  already  support  our 
black  colleges  via  our  church’s  Black 
College  Fund  apportionment. 

But  expressions  of  gratitude— for  my 
alma  mater  and  my  church— are  not 
enough.  With  so  many  black  colleges  in 
financial  trouble,  graduates  of  these 
schools,  including  me,  must  go  the  “sec¬ 
ond  mile”  and  give  additional  financial 
support. 

A  century-old  legacy  of  our  Methodist 
forebears  is  at  stake. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Our  black  college  heritage  is  at  stake 


and  starting  to  grow  again 


By  LOIS  A.  THROGMORTON 

In  many  ways  my  life  in  the  past  sev¬ 
eral  years  has  been  loaded  with  a  heavy 
amount  of  stress  and 
pain.  I  am  sure  that 
I’m  not  unique  in  this 
respect.  However,  I 
am  thankful  for  the 
hope  that  I  have 
found  to  rebuild  my 
life. 

I  share  my  story 
with  the  hope  that 
someone  in  need  will  know  that  the 
promises  given  to  us  by  Jesus  can  be 
trusted  and  that  His  love  is  real. 

For  19  years  I  served  The  United 
Methodist  Church  as  a  clergy  spouse.  I 
am  a  library-media  specialist,  and  my 
husband  was  an  ordained  minister  in  the 
Florida  Annual  Conference. 

Family  deaths  from  cancer 

In  January  1984  my  older  sister  died  of 
cancer.  In  March  1984  my  grandmother 
died.  During  1984  my  father  suffered 
nine  heart  attacks  and  died  Dec.  15.  On 
Nov.  22, 1985,  for  an  unknown  reason,  my 
husband  was  hospitalized  and  was  in  a 
lot  of  pain. 

We  were  told  Nov.  29  he  had  terminal 
lung  cancer.  He  had  no  symptoms  of  this 
dreaded  disease,  and  he  died  10  weeks 
later  on  Feb.  17, 1986. 

I  felt  the  greatest  pain  I  have  ever 
known.  I  also  had  no  place  to  live  because 
of  the  years  in  the  parsonage.  My  son  was 
13  years  old.  If  I  were  a  video  program,  I 
would  produce  my  story  this  way: 

Jesus  said,  "I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my 
Father  is  the  vinedresser.  Every  branch  of 
mine  that  bears  no  fruit,  he  takes  away, 
and  every  branch  that  does  bear  fruit  he 
prunes,  that  it  bear  more  fruit.  You  are  al¬ 
ready  made  clean  by  the  word  that  I  have 
spoken  to  you.  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you.” 

I  am  a  collection  of  green  branches, 
blossoming  moderately  well  as  a  part  of 
a  green  vine.  I  know  sand  loves  my  vine. 
I  stand  next  to  a  United  Methodist 
Church  and  its  minister  and  in  front  of 
the  parsonage  where  the  minister  lives. 

I  offer  support  and  nurture  for  the  min¬ 
ister’s  three  children  and  for  all  who  hap¬ 
pen  to  stop  and  rest  in  my  shade.  I  am 
happy  where  I  am  planted,  and  I  grow 
and  even  produce  some  fruit  of  my  own. 

One  day  a  terrible  fire  came  to  my 
corner  of  the  world.  The  minister  tries  to 


spare  his  church  from  the  fire,  but,  alas, 
the  blaze  was  too  strong,  and  the  minis¬ 
ter  died  in  the  powerful  flames. 

The  church  was  seared  and  scorched 
but  still  stands.  My  branches  tried  very 
hard  to  reach  out  and  protect  and  save 
the  minister,  but  the  flames  were  too  in¬ 
tense.  The  flames  took  away  all  of  my 
lovely  fruit,  and  my  leaves  fell  to  the 
ground.  I  thought  I  was  going  to  die. 

Then  one  day  a  kindly  caretaker  came 
by  and  carefully  dug  me  up.  He  tenderly 
bundled  me  away,  roots  and  all,  and  gently 
placed  me  and  my  vine  on  a  little  piece  of 
land,  next  to  a  smooth-flowing,  blue  lake. 
He  said,  “Wait  here  little  tree.  Rest  here.’' 

My  roots  reached  down  to  water 

Gradually  I  felt  my  roots  begin  to 
reach  down  to  the  cool  flowing  water  at 
the  edge  of  my  little  lake.  I  began  to  no¬ 
tice  some  new  buds  and  branches  begin¬ 
ning  to  grow  where  the  old  branches  had 
been.  A  few  ducks  began  to  swim  by. 
They  quacked  at  me,  and  I  got  up  the 
courage  to  venture  a  little  wave  back. 

One  morning  I  actually  saw  the  sun 
come  up  from  behind  a  cloud.  I  began  to 
rejoice  in  the  warmth  of  the  sunlight.  I 
could  feel  my  roots  stretch  out  and  begin 
to  go  deeper  into  my  new  soil. 

I  looked  up  in  the  bright  light  of  day 
and  saw  a  massive  bird.  It  was  big  and 
powerful.  I  loved  its  beauty  and  freedom 
to  move.  As  my  beautiful  bird  came  clos¬ 
er  and  closer,  I  heard  in  the  wind  of  its 
wing,  “Wait  upon  me,  and  you  too  shall 
be  free  again”  (Isaiah  40:31). 

So  now  my  branches  are  growing 
again.  I  am  waiting  for  some  new  gard- 
ners  to  come  and  fertilize  me  and  to  help 
me  to  grow  again  because  now  I  have 
hope.  My  roots  run  very  deep  and  are  fed 
by  a  living  stream  of  water.  I  abide  in 
Him,  and  He  abides  in  me. 

I  share  my  story  with  the  hope  that 
someone  else  in  pain  may  find  hope  and 
comfort— not  in  me  but  in  Jesus  Christ 
who  makes  all  things  new. 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  Lois  A.  Throgmorton  is  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Okee¬ 
chobee,  Fla.  (Florida  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Lois  Throgmorton 


THIS  CHRISTMAS,  GIVE 

A  Gift  That  Lasts  All  Year  Long 

The  Prayer  Calendar  offers  you  a 
year  full  of  meditations  and  prayers. 
It  lists  missionaries  and  their  birthdays 
as  well  as  mission  programs  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  Retired 
missionaries  are  listed;  maps  and 
photos  enliven  the  text. 

This  is  the  most  valuable  resource 
you  can  possess  to  provide  yourself 
and  others  in  your  church  with  current 
information  about  missionaries.  It’s 
the  perfect  Christmas  gift  for  friends, 
mission  workers,  pastors  and  yourself! 


Order  your  gift  copies  of  the  Prayer  Calendar 
(#1241)  @  $3.50  plus  postage  and  handling 
charges,  from:  Service  Center,  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries,  7820  Reading 
Road/Caller  No.  1800,  Cincinnati,  OH 
45222-1800. 


MISSIONARIES 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries /The  United  Methodist  Church 
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UM  family  says  their  loss ,  tragedy  serve  as  reminders 
that  forces  for  good,  death  are  closely  intertwined  9 


A  Christmas  Gift  Worth  Looking  At  Again  and  Again. . . 


This  vivid  portrayal  of  United 
Methodist  missionaries  in  the  mission 
field  celebrates  more  than  a  century  of 
mission  outreach,  and  displays  a  selec¬ 
tion  of  rare  photographs  from  the 
quarter  of  a  million  historic  prints  in 
the  General  Commission  on  Archives 
and  History.  Handsomely  bound, 
9"xl2 ',  and  160  pages  long, 
Missionaries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  a  valued  addition  to  your 


church  library,  a  treasured  gift  for  a 
missionary  friend,  or  for  your  pastor. 

For  your  own  copy,  or  for  a  gift  for 
another,  of  the  recently  published 
Missionaries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  —  Through  the  Camera ‘s  Eye, 
(//1381),  priced  at  $10.00,  plus 
postage  and  handling,  write  to: 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Service  Center 

7820  Reading  Road/Caller  No.  1800 
Cincinnati,  OH  45222-1800 


General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Nov.  18  is  the  10th  anniversary  of  one  of  this  century's  most 
bizarre  episodes:  the  mass  suicide-murder  of  912  people,  all  U.S.  citizens  but  one,  at 
Jonestown,  Guyana.  The  victims  were  members  of  Peoples  Temple,  a  (Christian 
Church)  Disciples  of  Christ  congregation  based  in  San  Francisco,  and  followers  of 
its  charismatic  leader,  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones. 

The  congregation  moved  to  Guyana,  an  English-speaking  country  the  size  of  Idaho 
on  the  northern  coast  of  South  America,  in  1977.  There  church  members  built  a  com¬ 
munity— Jonestown— on  3,800  acres  of  jungle  30  miles  from  the  Venezuela  border. 
The  community  was  an  attempt  to  create  a  “new  society”  based  on  socialism  and 
freedom  from  race,  age  and  sex  discrimination. 

Most  of  the  912  died  from  being  injected  with  or  drinking  lethal  doses  of  cyanide 
poison.  A  few  died  from  gunshot  wounds. 

Three  of  Jonestown’s  victims  were  members  of  the  family  of  a  United  Methodist 
pastor,  the  Rev.  John  V.  Moore,  a  clergy  member  of  the  California-Nevada  Annual 
Conference.  Mr.  Moore  and  his  wife,  Barbara,  lost  two  of  their  three  daughters,  Caro¬ 
lyn  and  Annie,  and  a  grandson,  Kimo.  At  the  time  of  their  deaths,  Carolyn  was  33;  An¬ 
nie,  24;  and  Kimo,  4. 

The  following  article  is  based  on  a  recent  two-hour  interview  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moore  and  their  surviving  daughter,  Rebecca,  and  on  books  and  articles  about  Jones¬ 
town  written  and/or  edited  by  Rebecca  and  her  husband,  Fielding  M.  McGehee  III. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

It’s  been  10  years  since  two  of  her  daugh¬ 
ters  and  a  grandson  died  at  Jonestown, 
Guyana.  It  could  have  been  yesterday. 

“Jonestown  and  Jim  Jones  are  forever 
present  in  our  lives,”  Barbara  Moore  re¬ 
cently  wrote.  She  told  a  story  that  echoes 
with  the  ache  of  that  unending  presence. 

In  January,  she  said,  she  was  called  for 
jury  duty  in  Davis,  Calif.,  where  her  hus¬ 
band  is  pastor  of  Davis  United  Methodist 
Church.  After  routine  questioning  by  the 
attorneys  in  the  case,  it  appeared  that  she 
was  accepted  to  serve  on  the  jury. 

*.  Following  a  lunch  break,  she  returned 
to  the  courtroom  with  the  other  jurors. 
The  judge  entered  the  room  and  abruptly 
asked,  “Is  there  a  person  in  this  court¬ 
room  whose  daughters  died  in  the  Jones¬ 
town  massacre?”  A  stunned  Barbara 
raised  her  hand. 

“You’re  dismissed,”  the  judge  said. 

Too  shocked  to  say  anything  or  to 
•  question  Jonestown’s  relevance  to  the 
theft  case  being  tried,  Barbara  left  the 
courtroom— “with  as  much  dignity  as  I 
could  muster,”  she  said. 

“I  understood  then,  as  I  do  now,  that 
reminders  will  occur  over  and  over  in 
my  life,”  she  said. 

Reminders  self-imposed 

Ironically,  many  of  the  Moore  family’s 
“reminders"  of  the  1978  deaths  of  912 
members  of  the  Peoples  Temple,  a 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ) 
congregation  that  had  left  San  Francisco 
for  Guyana,  have  been  self-imposed. 

Primarily  because  of  37-year-old  daugh- 
■  ter  Rebecca’s  efforts  to  obtain  hard-to-get 
information  about  the  massacre  at  Jones¬ 
town,  the  community  that  church  mem¬ 
bers  built  in  the  South  American  jungle, 
the  Moores  have  been  engaged  in  ongoing 
investigation  of  and  reflection  about  the 
event  that  claimed  their  three  kin. 

As  a  result  of  their  quest  for  insight 
and  understanding  of  the  deaths  of  Caro¬ 
lyn,  Annie  and  Carolyn’s  son,  Kimo,  no 
fewer  than  five  books  about  Peoples 
Temple  and  Jonestown  have  been  written 
or  edited  by  Rebecca  and  her  husband. 

More  than  books,  however,  have  re¬ 
sulted  from  their  10-year  quest  for  facts 
and  insight  about  the  Jonestown  deaths. 

The  Moores  have  emerged  from  their 
experience  free  of  bitterness.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  their  willingness  to  reflect  with  oth¬ 
ers  about  that  experience  has  added  a 
new  dimension  to  their  sense  of  ministry. 

Little  comfort,  few  details 

Their  investigations  have  yielded  little 
comfort  and  few  certain  details  about 
Carolyn,  Annie,  and  Kimo’s  last  hours. 

What  they  do  reveal  is  that  Carolyn— 
who  had  an  affair  with  the  Rev.  Jim 
Jones,  leader  of  the  Peoples  Temple,  and 
served  as  one  of  his  most  trusted  assis¬ 
tants— died  with  him  in  his  Jonestown 
cabin.  She  was  poisoned. 

Annie,  a  nurse  who  some  witnesses 


said  helped  distribute  the  poison,  may 
have  been  the  last  person  to  die  at  Jones¬ 
town,  perhaps  from  a  self-inflicted  gun¬ 
shot  wound  to  the  head.  Jim  Jones  also 
died  as  the  result  of  a  gunshot. 

The  widespread  assumption  of  10  years 
ago— since  reconfirmed  by  the  Moores’ 
reconstruction  of  events — is  that  the  sui¬ 
cides  resulted  from  a  paranoia-induced 
certainty  by  Jonestown  residents  that  the 
end  was  near  because  of  a  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  plot  to  destroy  the  settlement. 

The  feared  “conspiracy”  was  con¬ 
firmed  to  them  when  a  U.S.  congress¬ 
man,  Rep.  Leo  Ryan,  visited  the  town  to 
investigate  reports  of  malnourishment 
and  mistreatment  of  residents. 

Peoples  Temple  members  killed  the 
congressman  as  he  was  about  to  board  a 
plane  to  leave  with  a  few  discontented 
Jonestown  residents.  That  incident  trig¬ 
gered  the  mass  deaths,  which  had  been 
"rehearsed”  many  times,  according  to 
Rebecca. 

Why  spend  10  years  investigating  such 
gruesome  and  personally  painful  events 
and  writing  and  talking  about  them  with 
whomever  is  interested? 

“We  didn’t  really  choose  to  get  so  in¬ 
volved,”  said  Rebecca,  community  rela¬ 
tions  director  for  United  Way  of 
Northern  Nevada  and  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Reno.  “But 
we  saw  it  as  important  to  get  the  story 
out.  Events  chose  us.” 

She  expressed  particular  frustration 
that  few  scholars  have  dealt  with  Peoples 
Temple  and  Jonestown.  Most  look  upon 
the  two  as  “aberrations”  that  don’t  fit 
neatly  into  conventional  history,  she  said. 

But  that’s  precisely  the  point,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  father,  John.  He  has  called  the 
Jonestown  a  “mirror”  on  the  human  con¬ 
dition. 

The  massacre  and  the  events  leading 
up  to  it,  he  says,  are  reminders  of  life’s 
deep  ambiguities,  namely  that  possibili¬ 
ties  for  good  and  the  “forces  of  death” 
often  are  closely  intertwined. 

Much  of  what  John  says  and  writes  to¬ 
day  about  the  Peoples  Temple  follows 
the  outline  of  a  widely  circulated  sermon 
he  preached  a  week  after  the  1978  event 
entitled,  “A  Witness  to  Tragedy  and  Res¬ 
urrection.” 

‘Went  wrong’  in  two  ways 

He  frankly  acknowledged  then  as  now 
that  Jonestown  “went  wrong”  in  two  fun¬ 
damental  ways:  The  adulation  of  Jim 
Jones  by  his  followers  was  “idolatrous,” 
and  the  “paranoia"  of  Jones  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers,  which  fed  fears  of  a  U.S.-govern- 
ment  conspiracy  against  Peoples 
Temple,  hopelessly  blurred  the  thin  line 
between  fantasy  and  reality. 

But  the  situation  was  not  entirely  evil, 
he  said.  The  people  of  Jonestown  were 
engaged  in  worthwhile  social  experimen¬ 
tation,  judging  partly  from  a  favorable 
impression  he  and  Barbara  gained  from 
a  visit  there  months  before  the  suicides. 

“We  wanted  to  affirm  the  humanness 


UM  ministries’  council  selects  26  church 
members  to  conduct  homosexuality  study 


DAYTON,  Ohio— A  26-member  committee  to  study 
homosexuality  “as  a  subject  for  theological  and  ethi¬ 
cal  analysis”  has  been  named  by  United  Methodism’s 
general-church  planning  and  coordinating  agency. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  also  authorized 
its  research  office  to  conduct  a  survey  about  sexual 
harassment  within  church  structures  and  agencies. 

Both  actions  came  during  the  council’s  Nov.  2-6 
organizational  meeting  for  the  1989-92  term  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  mandates  from  the  1988  General  Conference. 

The  mandate  for  the  homosexuality  study  calls  for 
results,  including  “implications  for  the  [United  Meth¬ 
odist]  Social  Principles,”  to  be  reported  to  the  1992 
General  Conference.  That’s  the  next  session  of  the 
denomination’s  highest  policy-making  body. 

Findings  of  the  sexual  harassment  survey  are  to  be 
reported  to  denominational  agencies,  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  local  congregations  by  December  1990. 

The  council  picked  the  homosexuality  study  group 
based  upon  nomination  from  a  special  six-member  com¬ 
mittee.  The  council’s  executive  committee  had  formed 
the  nominating  committee  in  September. 

According  to  the  nominating  committee’s  chair¬ 
woman,  Jean  Dowell  of  Bloomington,  Minn.,  more 
than  140  names  were  suggested  for  the  study  group. 

The  nominating  committee  initially  recommended  a 
21 -member  panel.  The  number  swelled  to  26,  however, 
as  a  result  of  action  by  the  council  to  add  five  additional 
members:  three  more  from  the  council,  a  youth  member 
and  a  representative  from  overseas  United  Methodism. 

The  General  Conference  mandate  for  the  committee  to 
study  homosexuality  contained  the  requirement  that  it 
include  “persons  representative  of  the  major  existing 
points  of  view  on  homosexuality  within  the  church  and 
persons  well  versed  in  scientific  and  theological  method.” 

The  study  committee  includes  one  bishop,  one  teen¬ 
ager,  one  overseas  representative,  three  members  rep¬ 
resenting  “varying  theological,  biblical  and/or  ethical 
perspectives  on  the  subject  of  homosexuality”  and  five 
elected  members  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries 
for  the  1989-92  quadrennium  (one  from  each  of  the 
church’s  five  geographic  jurisdictions  within  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States.). 

The  committee  also  includes  two  people  each  from 
the  following  categories:  biblical  scholar,  theologian, 
ethicist,  biologist,  psychiatrist  and/or  psychologist,  so¬ 
ciologist,  and  representative  of  the  “gay”  community. 

In  the  interest  of  promoting  “breadth  and  balance"  on 
the  study  group,  Ms.  Dowell  said,  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  decided  not  to  name  more  than  one  member  of 
Affirmation,  the  unofficial  caucus  for  "gays”  and  lesbi¬ 
ans.  She  identified  committee  member  Jeanne  Barnett 
of  Sacramento,  Calif.,  as  an  Affirmation  member. 


Because  of  the  decision  to  limit  the  group  to  one 
Affirmation  member,  she  said,  the  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  was  unable  to  identify  a  person  from  the  male 
“gay”  community  who  could  serve  on  the  study  group. 

As  an  alternative,  Ms.  Dowell  said,  the  pastor  of  a 
“reconciling  congregation,”  the  Rev.  Dennis  J. 
Alexander  of  Minneapolis,  was  named  to  the  study 
group. 

“Reconciling  congregations”  are  churches  that  have 
declared  themselves  to  be  intentional  about  promoting 
the  inclusion  of  homosexual  people  in  the  life  and 
ministry  of  the  congregation. 

The  council  approved  a  budget  of  $199,999  for  the 
study  committee  on  homosexuality  over  the  next  four 
years. 

In  response  to  the  General  Conference  mandate  that 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries  conduct  a  survey  “to 
determine  the  extent  of  sexual  harassment  and  the 


Following  are  brief  identifications  of  members  of 
the  UMC  Committee  to  Study  Homosexuality: 

Dennis  Alexander,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  pastor  of  a 
"reconciling  congregation"  (see  related  story). 

Jeanne  Barnett,  Sacramento,  Calif.,  chief  of  Em¬ 
ployment  Data  and  Research  Division  of  Employment 
Development  Department,  State  of  California. 

Rodolfo  G.  Beltran,  Cabanatuan  City,  Philippines, 
lawyer,  conference  lay  leader. 

Jan  Bond,  Oak  Grove,  Mo.,  diaconal  minister,  work¬ 
er  in  youth  ministry  and  Christian  education,  school 
teacher. 

David  Diaz,  Edinburgh,  Texas,  chairperson  of  Rio 
Grande  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry;  cam¬ 
pus  minister,  Pan  American  University. 

Victor  Paul  Furnish,  Dallas,  Texas,  faculty  mem¬ 
ber,  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Southern  Methodist 
University. 

Sally  Brown  Geis,  Denver,  Colo.,  sociologist,  direc¬ 
tor,  Iliff  School  of  Theology  Institute. 

Stanley  Hauerwas,  Durham,  N.C.,  professor,  Chris¬ 
tian  social  ethics,  Duke  University  Divinity  School. 

T.  Kevin  Higgs,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  youth  minister, 
Huffman  UMC. 

Bruce  Hilton,  Albany,  Calif.,  director.  National  Cen¬ 
ter  for  Bio-Ethics;  AIDS  Adjunct  Professor,  University 
of  California  Extension  and  John  F.  Kennedy  University. 

James  W.  Holsinger  Jr.,  Richmond,  Va.,  physician, 
Ph  D,  in  anatomy  and  physiology,  local,  district  and 
conference  lay  leader. 

Bishop  Neil  L.  Irons,  New  Jersey  Area. 


policies  and  procedures  to  deal  with  it  inside  our 
church  structures,”  the  full  council  referred  to  the 
executive  committee  a  request  for  $20,000  to  pay  for 
the  survey. 

In  other  actions,  the  United  Methodist  General 
Council  on  Ministries: 

•  Heard  a  report  about  recent  financial  problems  in 
the  National  Program  Division  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries.  The  report  was  made  by  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of  the  mission 
board,  and  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska  Area), 
board  president. 

•  Approved  the  second  Sunday  after  Easter  for  the 
1989-92  quadrennium  as  the  date  for  observing  Native 
American  Awareness  Sunday. 

•  Approved  a  plan  for  implementing  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  quadrennial  theme,  “Celebrate  and  Witness:  Cel¬ 
ebrate  God’s  Grace— Witness  for  Jesus  Christ.” 


Rachael  Ann  Julian,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  assistant 
professor  of  psychiatry,  University  of  Alabama  School 
of  Medicine. 

J.  Edward  Legates,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  dean.  School  of 
Agriculture,  N.C.  State  University  (retired). 

James  Logan,  Washington,  D.C.,  professor,  system¬ 
atic  theology,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 

C.  David  Lundquist,  Dayton,  Ohio,  General  Secre¬ 
tary,  United  Methodist  General  Council  on  Ministries. 

William  E.  Lux,  Manchester,  Iowa;  conference  lay 
leader;  farmer. 

Richard  E.  Martin,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  professor  of 
sociology,  Butler  University. 

Rebecca  E.  Parker,  Vashon,  Wash.;  board  of  direc¬ 
tors,  Center  for  the  Prevention  of  Sexual  Abuse  and 
Domestic  Violence. 

Arthur  Pressley,  Madison,  N.J.,  assistant  professor 
of  pastoral  care,  Drew  Theological  School,  Madison, 
N.J. 

Tex  Sample,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  professor  of  ethics, 
Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology. 

David  A.  Seamands,  Wilmore,  Ky.,  professor,  pasto¬ 
ral  theology  and  psychology,  Asbury  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary. 

Claudia  Webster,  Portland,  Ore.,  certified  sex  edu¬ 
cator. 

Wesley  D.  Williams,  Boston.  Mass.,  staff  member, 
Southern  New  England  Annual  Conference. 

J.  Phillip  Wogaman,  Washington,  D.C.,  professor  of 
ethics,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary. 

Nancy  S.  Yamasaki,  Spokane,  Wash.,  pastor,  High¬ 
land  Park  UMC;  chairperson  of  the  committee. 


Members  of  study  committee  identified 


of  all  the  people  there,”  he  said  of  the 
family’s  willingness  to  share  its  experi¬ 
ence  openly. 

“The  media  were  speaking  of  all  the 
kooks  and  nuts.  But  we  knew  the  people 
and  were  pained  and  perplexed  by  that. 
We  knew  them  as  whole  persons. 

“Once  we  started  down  that  path  (of 
dealing  openly  with  the  tragedy),  it  be¬ 
came  part  of  the  healing  process  for  us. 
We’ve  tried  not  to  be  defensive.” 

All  three  Moores  distinguish  between 
their  negative  feelings  about  Jim  Jones 
personally  and  their  positive  assessment  of 
things  he  and  his  followers  did  to  promote 
racial  justice  and  to  help  poor  people. 

‘He  was  a  creepy  person’ 

“I  can  say  unequivocally  that  I  never 
liked  Jim  Jones,”  Barbara  said.  "He  was 
kind  of  a  creepy  person  who  was  warped 
by  his  hatred  of  injustice  and  his  life- 
isn’t-fair  attitude.” 

John,  recalling  when  he  served  as  a 
campus  pastor  in  Davis  in  the  late  1960s 
and  knew  Jones  as  a  fellow  minister,  said, 
"He  couldn’t  work  with  anyone.  You  either 
did  it  his  way  or  you  didn’t  do  it  at  all.” 

During  the  years  in  Davis  and  after¬ 
wards,  Jones  was  an  occasional  visitor  in 
the  Moore  home.  The  relationship  contin¬ 
ued  after  he  fathered  a  son  by  Carolyn 
out  of  wedlock. 

The  affair  between  Jim  Jones  and 
their  oldest  daughter  was  always  a 
source  of  discomfort  for  John  and  Bar¬ 
bara.  They  said  they  frequently  raised 
the  question  of  marriage  and  noted  that 
Jones  already  had  a  wife. 

The  Moores  were  especially  disappoint¬ 
ed  when,  in  1972,  youngest  child  Annie 
joined  Peoples  Temple  in  San  Francisco 
(Carolyn  had  joined  in  1968).  Upon  learning 
of  Annie’s  decision,  John  exclaimed,  “My 
God,  isn’t  one  child  enough?” 

“I  guess  we  always  tried  to  affirm  our 
children’s  right  to  make  their  choices  and 
to  bear  the  consequences,  and  we  would 
bear  them  along  with  them,”  John  said. 

Hard  question  remains 

But  the  hard  question  remains:  How 
could  the  offspring  of  a  happy,  close-knit 
family  that  both  taught  and  actively 
lived  out  their  Christian  faith  be  attract¬ 
ed  to  Peoples  Temple? 

Rebecca  put  it  this  way:  “We  had  a 
childhood  that  made  us  open  to  new 
ideas,  open  to  social  issues,  and  that 
openness  made  us  vulnerable  to  people 
who  worked  to  right  wrongs.” 

Then  she  added:  “People  from  close- 
knit  families  are  most  vulnerable  to 
groups  that  offer  such  closeness,  even 
more  vulnerable  than  people  who  come 
from  miserable  families.” 

In  his  1978  sermon,  John  answered  the 
question  in  slightly  different  terms: 

“Our  children  took  seriously  what  we 
believed  about  commitment,  caring 
about  a  better,  more  humane  and  just  so¬ 
ciety.  They  saw  in  Peoples  Temple  the 
same  kind  of  caring  for  people  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  social  justice  that  they  had 
lived  with.  They  have  paid  our  dues  for 
our  commitments  and  involvements.” 

During  the  recent  interview,  John 
wondered  aloud  where  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  other  mainline 


Bodies  of  the  followers  of  the 
Rev.  Jim  Jones,  leader  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ-affiliated 
Peoples  Temple,  lie  scattered  at 
Jonestown,  Guyana,  following 
their  mass  suicide-murder  10 
years  ago.  More  than  900  people 
drank  or  were  injected  with 
cyanide  poison  from  a  vat  located 
in  the  center  of  the  Jonestown 
compound.  The  Rev.  John  Moore 
(right),  now  a  United  Methodist 
minister  living  in  Davis,  Calif., 
and  his  wife  visited  with  their 
daughters,  Carolyn  (left)  and 
Annie,  at  Jonestown  a  few  months 
before  the  tragedy  in  which  both 
daughters  died.  Carolyn  had  been 
one  of  Jim  Jones’  top  aides.  Annie 
was  a  nurse  who  took  care  of  the 
ailing  Jones. 


churches  people  can  be  “involved  with 
the  same  intensity”  as  his  daughters 
were  with  Peoples  Temple.  "Perhaps  as 
a  missionary,”  he  suggested. 

Church  relationship  is  positive 

However,  the  Moores  harbor  no  reser¬ 
vations  about  how  the  church  has  related 
to  them  during  and  since  the  tragedy. 

“Our  relationship  with  the  church  has 
continued  in  a  positive  way,”  Barbara 
said.  “We’ve  been  affirmed  and  validated 
by  our  United  Methodist  friends.  Even  if 
they  didn’t  understand,  they  affirmed  us 
and  our  children.” 

Today,  John  and  Barbara  attempt 


whenever  possible  to  help  others,  partic¬ 
ularly  young  people,  who  have  gone 
through  or  are  going  through  painful  ex¬ 
periences  with  “new  religious  groups,” 
as  they  prefer  to  call  them. 

“Cult”  has  a  negative  connotation  that 
doesn’t  do  justice  to  the  complex  mix¬ 
ture  of  good  and  bad  in  most  such 
groups,  John  said. 

“I  think  some  good  has  come  out  of 
our  experience  in  that  respect,"  John 
says  of  his  and  Barbara’s  work  with  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  re-entering  society  after  be¬ 
ing  involved  with  new  religious  groups. 

"We’ve  decided  we  want  to  deal  with 
what’s  important  with  the  years  left  to 


us.  There’s  so  much  in  the  church  that  is 
superficial  and  sentimental.  But  our 
days  are  limited.  We  can  spend  time  on 
things  like  that  or  dealing  with  people 
and  their  needs.” 

And  how  will  they  celebrate  Thanks¬ 
giving  10  years  after  the  event  that 
"changed  their  lives  with  a  vengeance,” 
as  Rebecca  put  it? 

"We’re  great  party  people;  we  like  a 
good  time,"  Barbara  said.  “We’ll  cele¬ 
brate  Thanksgiving  as  we  always  have, 
giving  thanks  for  all  good  things  and  ex¬ 
pressing  concern  for  others.” 

John  added:  “  . .  and  for  all  the  good 
years  we  had  with  Carolyn  and  Annie.” 
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Bolivia  mission  project 
paves  a  two-way  street 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

When  Valley  View  (Texas)  United 
Methodist  “Church  decided  to  become 
"partners  in  mission”  with  Methodists  in 
Bolivia,  members  of  that  congregation 
said  they  got  more  than  they  gave. 

In  return  for  their  designated,  second- 
mile  gifts  through  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church,  church  members 
said  they  received  a  gift  of  “knowing 
what  mission  can  be.” 

The  Valley  View  church  gave  $10,000 
to  support  the  Andean  Rural  Health  Care 
project  of  Bolivia. 

The  health-care  project  is  dedicated  to 
improving  the  health  of  the  rural  poor  of 
the  Andes.  Working  in  partnership  with  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Bolivia,  the  project 
concentrates  its  efforts  in  the  rural  areas 
surrounding  the  Bolivian  cities  of  La  Paz, 
Santa  Cruz,  Montero  and  Cochabamba. 

The  Texas  congregation  discovered 
that  an  initial  gift  to  The  Advance  was 
not  the  end  of  their  mission  involvement. 

The  Bolivians  were  so  grateful  for  the 
gift  that  Dr.  Orlando  Tajo,  coordinator 
for  the  health-care  project  in  the  Cocha¬ 
bamba  Valley,  made  a  visit  to  Valley 
View  to  say  thank  you  personally,  and  a 
covenant  relationship  began. 

In  January  1987,  the  Bolivian  project 
needed  support  for  staff  and  a  health 
clinic  in  Mallco  Rancho,  a  rural  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  Cochabamba  Valley. 

In  response,  the  130-member  Texas 
congregation  has  sent  seven  members 
and  other  United  Methodists  to  be  part  of 
a  work  team  in  that  community  for  the 
past  two  summers. 

Their  work  has  included  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  15-room  clinic  and  improve¬ 
ments  on  an  elementary  school  building. 

The  transformations  that  have  taken 
place  have  affected  both  communities, 
said  Valley  View’s  pastor,  the  Rev.  Vic¬ 
tor  E.  Casad. 

“Working  with  Bolivians  in  their  coun¬ 
try  was  life-changing,"  said  Mr.  Casad. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


“This  was  our  church’s  first  experience 
in  global  outreach.  It  gave  us  a  world  vi¬ 
sion  we  never  had  before.” 

How  do  the  people  of  Bolivia  feel 
about  their  new  mission  partners  in  the 
United  States? 

“Very  often  people  ask  about  how  the 
‘Granguitos’  might  be  and  when  they  will 
be  coming  back,"  Dr.  Tajo  wrote  to  the 
Valley  View  congregation. 

“I  can  assure  you  that  many  people  have 
changed  their  attitude  toward  life  and  the 
future.  ...  We  are  encouraged  and  trying 
our  best.  May  God  give  us  the  strength  and 
energy  to  keep  the  work  going." 

Gifts  to  the  Andean  Rural  Health  Care 
project  can  be  made  through  conference 
treasurers  and  designated  for  Advance 
No.  010158-2R-A. 
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MALLCO  RANCHO,  Bolivia— Members  from  Valley  View  (Texas)  United 
Methodist  Church  work  side-by-side  with  Methodists  in  Bolivia  to  build  a 
rural  health  care  clinic  near  the  town  of  Mallco  Rancho.  This  clinic  located 
in  the  Andes  of  South  America  is  supported  through  gifts  from  the  Advance. 


UMR  board  responds  to  ‘broader  visions’ 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Broader  visions  for  the  future  of 
church  communications,  honor  to  the 
benefactor  who  funded  the  first  steps  to¬ 
ward  realizing  one  of  those  dreams,  and 
the  adoption  of  an  affirmative-action 
employment  plan  highlighted  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  Governing  Board  Nov.  9-11  in  Dallas. 

The  directors  also  approved  budgets 
totaling  $8.3  million  for  UMR’s  com¬ 
bined  operations  in  1989. 

Much  of  the  annual  meeting  was  spent 
orienting  directors  regarding  the  Report¬ 
er’s  various  communications  ministries. 
More  than  half  of  the  47  directors  are 


Two 

vivid 

introductions 
to  the 
New 

Testament 


Jesus  Christ:  His  Life  and 
His  Church 

Margaret  Baxter 

'^■'K7’7ntten  in  clear  and  direct 
YManguage.  Baxter  gives  a  com¬ 
prehensive  introduction  to  the  life 
of  Jesus  and  his  way  of  teaching. 

She  explores  New  Testament  letters 
to  help  readers  better  understand 
the  growth  of  the  Christian  church. 
Especially  suitable  for  students 
and  study  groups .  the  book 
includes  illustrations,  maps,  and 
study  questions.  Paper  $10.95 

The  Formation  of  the 
Christian  Scriptures 
Margaret  Baxter 
t  ■  4  his  easy-to-understand  book 
I  introduces  readers  to  the  Gos¬ 
pels  by  clearly  presenting  ways  to 
comprehend  the  biblical  text.  Baxter 
considers  the  writing  of  the  Gospels 
and  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  the 
question  of  inspiration,  along  with 
manuscripts  and  translations.  Photo¬ 
graphs.  maps,  illustrations,  study 
questions,  a  glossary,  and  a  guide  to 
further  reading  enhance  the  book's 
value  as  a  resource  for  students. 

Paper  $9  95 
Price  tentative 
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newly  appointed  by  their  annual  confer¬ 
ences  for  this  year. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M  Dunnam  D3,  Re¬ 
porter  editor-general  manager,  opened  the 
meeting  with  an  innovative  visioning  of 
how  many  communications  benefits  the 
United  Methodist  Church  would  lose  if  the 
Reporter  were  to  disappear. 

UMR  links  all  church  levels 

The  Reporter,  said  Dr.  Dunnam,  is 
“United  Methodism’s  largest  and  most 
potent  communications  network  linking 
the  national  and  world  church,  annual 
conferences,  districts  and  local  churches, 
reaching  nearly  half  a  million  United 
Methodist  homes.” 

He  said  that,  contrary  to  perceptions  by 
some,  the  Reporter  is  among  the  most  con¬ 
sistent  advocates  and  exemplars  of  United 
Methodism’s  connectional  principle. 

Dr.  Dunnam  pointed  out  that  UMR 
also: 

•Publishes  journals  and  pre-confer¬ 
ence  reports  for  nearly  a  third  of  United 
Methodism’s  73  annual  conferences. 

•Operates  Mission  Communications,  a 
promotional  and  illustrative  materials 
agency  capable  of  producing  brochures, 
calendars,  commemorative  montages  and 
other  print  graphics.  Mission  Communica¬ 
tions  has  become  self-supporting  during 
1988  under  the  leadership  of  graphic  artist 
Tom  Gibson,  Dr.  Dunnam  said. 

•Owns  and  operates  Religious  News 
Service,  the  nation’s  only  wire  service 
devoted  exclusively  to  religious  news, 
with  subscribers  including  major  secular 
newspapers  such  as  “The  New  York 
Times,”  the  ‘‘Washington  Post”  and 
"U.S.A.  Today.” 

•Sponsors  and  staffs  the  UMR  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Church  Communications.  During 
1988  the  UMR  Institute  has  provided  me¬ 
dia  training  for  more  than  1,000  people 


Hotline  can  relay  news 
of  UMCOR’s  disaster  work 

NEW  YORK— When  disasters  like  the 
floods  in  Bangladesh  or  Hurricane  Gil¬ 
bert  occur,  things  happen  so  fast  that 
many  United  Methodists  are  not  able  to 
keep  up  with  their  church’s  response. 

Dr.  Norma  Kehrberg,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief,  said  pastors  and  local  church 
leaders  can  call  a  toll  free  UMCOR  hot¬ 
line  number  (1-800-841-1235)  to  find  out 
how  the  church  is  helping  meet  disaster 
victims’  needs. 

Pastors  can  relay  the  information  to 
newspapers  and  radio  stations,  she  said. 

Methodist  Church  of  Southern 
Africa  elects  Mogoba  president 

QUEENSTOWN,  South  Africa— The 
challenge  for  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Southern  Africa  is  to  “become  truly  in¬ 
tegrated,”  ssaid  its  newly-elected  presi¬ 
dent,  the  Rev.  M. 

Stanley  Mogoba. 

Dr.  Mogoba  was 
elected  last  month  to 
a  three-year  term  as 
president  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in 
Southern  Africa.  He 
has  been  secretary  of 
the  conference  since  Stanley  Mogoba 
1982. 

During  his  inaugural  address,  Dr.  Mo¬ 
goba  said  that  inevitable  problems  occur 
as  local  churches  integrate,  but  said  that 
if  the  Methodist  Church  “takes  such  a 


through  workshops  in  16  locations  on 
newletters,  news  releases,  photography, 
video  production  and  other  media. 

The  UMR  Institute  was  made  possible 
through  an  initial  cash  gift  of  $10,000  and 
subsequent  donations  by  James  L.  Ver- 
hoeff,  a  retired  journalist  and  United 
Methodist  layman  from  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Mr.  Verhoeff,  87,  recently  has  been  in 
frail  health  but  recovered  sufficiently  to 
attend  the  UMR  annual  meeting,  where 
his  vision  and  contributions  were  hon¬ 
ored  by  the  gathering. 

Mr.  Verhoeff  told  the  board  he  was  de¬ 
lighted  to  be  present  and  to  hear  how  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  is  realizing 
his  long-held  dream  of  improving  church 
communications. 

Mr.  Verhoeff  also  is  among  the  major 
initial  contributors  to  the  Reporter’s  effort 
to  raise  $3.2  million  for  construction  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  Communica¬ 
tions  Center.  Recent  contributions  from 
various  sources  have  resulted  in  a  total  of 
$500,000  raised  toward  that  goal. 

In  his  annual  report  to  the  board,  Dr. 
Dunnam  said  the  Reporter  has  sustained 
some  painful  circulation  losses  during  1988, 
primarily  as  the  result  of  a  1-cent  per  piece 
increase  in  postal  rates  in  March. 

He  added  that  the  Reporter  has  re¬ 
sponded  by  tightening  its  fiscal  operations 
and  by  exploring  innovations  that  will  add 
options  and  boost  the  Reporter’s  value  to 
local  churches  and  annual  conferences. 

Affirmative-action  plan  adopted 

A  major  action  of  the  UMR  Governing 
Board  was  adoption  of  an  affirmative-ac¬ 
tion  proposal  developed  during  the  past 
year  by  the  board’s  Personnel  Task  Force. 

The  plan,  intended  to  promote  racial/ 
ethnic  and  sexual  inclusiveness  in  UMR 
employment,  sets  minimum  goals  of  5 
percent  racial/ethnic  and  about  50  per¬ 
cent  female  representation  in  each 


bold  step,”  it  will  lead  to  a  new  South 
Africa. 

Methodist  hospital 
opens  in  rural  Ghana 

ANKASI,  Ghana— Two-story  Methodist 
Faith  Hospital  opened  its  doors  and  80 
beds  last  month  in  Ankasi,  Ghana,  using 
maternity  equipment  that  once  belonged 
to  a  defunct  United  Methodist  hospital  in 
El  Paso,  Texas. 

The  equipment  was  given  to  Methodist 
Faith  Hospital  by  the  Women’s  Division 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  world 
mission  agency  through  ‘‘Christian 
Hands  in  Action,”  a  mission  arm  of  the 
El  Paso  District  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  designated  to  distribute  the 
equipment.  Shipping  costs  were  paid  for 
by  the  Mission  Society  for  United  Meth¬ 
odists,  an  unofficial  mission  agency  that 
has  three  medical  missionaries  at  the 
Ghana  hospital. 

The  hospital  was  built  by  the  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Ghana  with  no  U.S.  church 
funding,  said  Dr.  Jeff  Lester,  a  Mangum, 
Okla.,  physician  who  refurbished  the  ma¬ 
ternity  equipment. 

Interim  executive  named 
for  health,  welfare  agency 

NEW  YORK— Cathie  Lyons  has  been 
named  interim  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  United  Methodist  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  program  department 
of  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries. 

She  has  served  as  assistant  general 


grouping  of  employees. 

These  goals  are  roughly  equivalent  to 
current  membership  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  and  may  be  adjusted  as 
more  complete  demographic  informa¬ 
tion  becomes  available  in  1989  from  the 
denomination’s  General  Council  on  Fi¬ 
nance  and  Administration. 

These  goals  are  exceeded  in  all  parts 
of  the  Reporter  staff  except  in  the  group 
of  top  executives. 

The  new  plan  also  commits  the  newspa¬ 
per's  management  to  intentional  policies 
of  inclusiveness  in  the  recruitment  and 
promotion  of  personnel  and  calls  for  annu¬ 
al  reports  of  progress  in  relation  to  goals. 

In  other  business,  the  directors: 

•  Set  annual-conference  and  local- 
church  edition  rates  for  1989  that  aver¬ 
age  1.2  percent  above  1988  rates. 

•Reaffirmed  the  leadership  of  Dr. 
Dunnam  as  editor-general  manager  of 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter  and  the 
Rev.  Lycurgus  Starkey  of  St.  Louis,  as 
chairman  of  the  UMR  Governing  Board. 

•Elected  the  Rev.  Mark  Dorff  of  Al¬ 
buquerque,  N.M.,  as  vice  chairman  and 
the  Rev.  Dorothy  M.  Field  of  Shamokin, 
Pa.,  as  secretary  of  the  board. 

•  Cited  eight  church  leaders  to  be  hon¬ 
ored  as  “UMR  Headliners”  during  1989. 
They  are  Dr.  Charles  L.  Allen,  Texas 
Conference;  Dr.  Leighton  K.  Farrell, 
North  Texas  Conference;  Bishop  W.  T. 
Handy  Jr.,  Missouri  Area;  The  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  Storey,  West  Ohio  (posthumously); 
The  Rev.  David  Swope,  California-Neva- 
da  Conference;  Bishop  Jack  M.  Tuell,  Los 
Angeles  Area;  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Walter 
(Nancy)  Zabel,  Baltimore  Conference. 
Each  was  cited  for  support  of  the  news¬ 
paper  and  its  auxiliary  communications 
ministries  in  some  extraordinary  way  in 
addition  to  general  support  for  the 
church’s  use  of  mass  media. 


secretary  for  advocacy  and  education, 
and  initiated  AIDS  ministries,  child  ad¬ 
vocacy  networks,  and  women’s  health  is¬ 
sues  for  the  mission  board. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Four  finalist  sites 
contend  for  mission  center 

NEW  YORK  (RNS)— United  Methodist 
missions  agency  officials  say  an  “ambitious 
projection”  for  establishment  of  a  denomi¬ 
national  mission  resource  center  calls  for 
the  facility  to  open  in  the  fall  of  1989. 

According  to  a  recent  report,  four  sites 
are  still  in  the  running  for  the  center. 

Two  sites,  Garrett-Evangelical  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  and 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas 
have  been  visited  by  board  officials.  The 
visitation  team  plans  to  visit  Candler 
School  of  Theology-Interdenominational 
Theological  Center  in  Atlanta  Nov.  27-29; 
and  United  Theological  Seminary  in 
Dayton,  Ohio,  Nov.  30-Dec.  1. 

Boston  theology  faculty,  staff 
signal  support  for  new  dean 

BOSTON  (UMR)— Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  faculty  and  staff  used 
the  installation  of  their  new  dean  as  the 
occasion  to  signal  their  support  for  him 
and  “renewed  faith  in  the  future  of  the 
School  of  Theology.” 

Dr.  John  Cartwright,  Martin  Luther 
King,  Jr.  Professor  of  Social  Ethics,  pre¬ 
sented  the  initial  gift  to  Dean  Robert 
Neville  for  the  School  of  Theology’s  up¬ 
coming  drive  to  raise  $15  million  for  its 
endowment. 
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Scarritt  campus  to  get 
‘continued  loving  care’ 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

NEW  YORK— “Continued  loving  care 
of  the  Scarritt  campus”  was  approved  by 
the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United 


“People  in  Nashville 
are  tickled  to  death  the 
Women’s  Division  can 


Methodist  mission  board  last  month. 

The  division’s  parent  body,  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  announced 
renovation  plans  for  the  former  United 
Methodist  graduate  school,  now  called 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 

The  work  is  to  use  gifts  from  United 
Methodist  Women. 

“People  in  the  Nashville  community 
are  tickled  to  death  that  the  Women’s  Di- 


give  it  the  tender  loving 
care  it  needs.” 

— Barbara  Campbell 


In  October  1987  the  Women’s  Division 
voted  to  purchase  the  10.5-acre  campus 
of  Scarritt  Graduate  Schom  for  $i.8  mil¬ 
lion.  Graduate  classes  in  Christian  edii- 


vision  can  give  it  [Scarritt]  the  tender 
loving  care  it  needs,”  said  Barbara 
Campbell,  a  Scarritt  graduate  and  a 
staff  executive  of  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  Women’s  Division  approved 
$688,018  as  the  1989  operating  budget  for 
the  Scarritt-Bennett  Center. 

Renovations  were  approved  for  three 
dormitories  at  a  cost  of  $1.75  million, 
furnishings  for  the  three  dorms  at 
$200,000  and  new  hymnals  for  the  chapel 
at  $1,700. 

Another  campus  building  will  be  refur¬ 
bished  at  a  cost  not  to  exceed  $65,000. 

"We  have  also  located  the  orginal  ar¬ 
chitects  of  Scarritt  to  assist  us  in  the  ren¬ 
ovation  project,"  said  Ms.  Campbell. 

“They  have  all  the  original  drawings 
from  the  1920s,”  she  said. 


cation  and  church  music  ended  in  May. 

The  Women’s  Division  authorized  an 
additional  $1.2  million  to  bring  the  prop¬ 
erty  up  to  Nashville  building  codes. 

Founded  by  the  Women’s  Society  of 
(Foreign)  Missions  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South,  in  1892,  Scarritt  has 
historically  been  related  to  women’s, 
missionary  organizations  for  education 
and  training  of  female  missionaries,  dea¬ 
conesses  and  other  lay  workers. 

The  board  of  directors  for  the  new 
Scarritt-Bennett  Center  had  its  organiza¬ 
tional  meeting  Nov.  10-11  in  Nashville. 

The  meeting  was  to  include  a  service 
of  worship  in  the  Wightman  Chapel  and  a 
rededication  of  the  Virginia  Laskey  Li¬ 
brary,  named  for  a  former  president  of 
the  women’s  organization. 


For  Chile’s  Radio  ‘Umbral,’ 
plebiscite  was  ‘God’s  work’ 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

NEW  YORK-A  popular  Methodist- 
supported  radio  station  helped  shape 
Chile’s  recent  national  election. 

That’s  the  appraisal  of  Chile’s  Methodist 
bishop,  speaking  recently  to  directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  world  mission  board. 

In  the  Oct.  5  election,  Chilean  voters 
rejected  Gen.  Augusto  Pinochet’s  bid  for 
eight  more  years  in  office.  Mr.  Pinochet 
has  ruled  Chile  since  the  overthrow  of 
Marxist-socialist  President  Salvador 
Allende  in  1973. 

“The  plebiscite  was  the  work  of  God  in 
history,”  said  Bishop  Isaias  Gutierrez. 
“Dictators  always  think  they  will  win.” 

But  this  time,  he  said,  the  people  won. 

By  voting  “no,”  Chileans  called  for 
free  presidential  elections  to  be  held  by 
the  end  of  1989. 

Bishop  Gutierrez  said  Radio  Umbral 
helped  create  the  climate  for  what  he  de¬ 
scribed  as  an  honest  election.  The  station 
did  so,  he  said,  by  continually  urging  peo¬ 
ple  to  vote  their  conscience  and  not  to 
give  up  hope. 

The  bishop  told  the  Reporter  there 
was  such  a  desire  to  vote  that  there  were 
instances  of  women  literally  giving  birth 
while  waiting  to  cast  their  ballots. 

And  once  the  vote  was  cast,  Bishop 
Gutierrez  said,  he  took  to  the  airways— 
including  once  at  2:30  a.m.— to  call  for 
“a  spirit  of  serenity  and  calm”  while  the 
nation  awaited  election  results. 

Bishop  Gutierrez  said  Radio  Umbral 
has  blossomed  into  a  major  voice  in  San¬ 
tiago,  population  2  million,  even  though 


the  sponsoring  Methodist  Church  of  Chile 
has  fewer  than  10,000  members. 

The  station  once  broadcast  traditional 
hymns  and  religious  programs  and 
ranked  22  among  Santiago’s  23  FM  sta¬ 
tions,  the  bishop  said.  Today  “Umbral”  is 
rated  sixth  among  the  region’s  42  sta¬ 
tions— AM  and  FM  alike. 

Some  of  Umbral’s  programs  even  rank 
first  in  their  time  slots  in  some  radio  polls, 
said  Bishop  Gutierrez. 

He  said  the  station’s  news  reporting  has 
been  praised  by  Chile’s  National  Commis¬ 
sion  on  Human  Rights,  an  independent  hu- 
mans-rights  group  supported  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  adding  that  some 
of  its  most  avid  listeners  are  among  pris¬ 
oners  and  poor  people. 

A  group  of  housewives  recently  wrote 
Bishop  Gutierrez,  saying,  “This  radia 
provides  a  testimony  that  gives  us  the 
strength  and  courage  that  is  needed  for  a 
country  that  is  repressed.” 

The  bishop  said  much  of  the  station’s 
music  is  rooted  in  indigenous  music, 
which  he  said  is  part  of  a  deliberate  ef¬ 
fort  to  “renew  and  defend  the  identity  of 
the  people  of  Chile.” 

He  has  been  broadcasting  his  own 
meditations  for  more  than  a  year  on  Ra¬ 
dio  Umbral,  and  the  station’s  popularity 
is  starting  to  catch  up  with  him,  he  said. 

Recently,  he  attended  a  meeting  of 
about  600  people— “both  believers  and 
unbelievers”— and,  as  he  was  introduced, 
the  crowd  began  chanting,  “Umbral, 
Umbral,  Umbral." 

—GLEN  LARUM 


CLASSIFIED 

CONFERENCE  STAFF  POSITION  Gay  or  cler¬ 
gy)  In  youth  ministry  and  camping  being  created 
by  West  Michigan  Annual  Conference.  Position 
designed  to  work  %  time  in  support  of  local 
church  youth  ministries.  W  time  in  conference 
camping  program  beginning  June  1.  1989.  Job 
description  available.  Applications  and  resumes 
requested  by  January  15.  1989.  All  communica¬ 
tions  to:  Personnel  Committee,  c/o  Dr  John 
Francis,  Council  Director,  P.O.  Box  6247,  Grand 
Rapids,  MI  49516-6247.  Phone  (616)  459-4503. 

NIT  PICKER  CROSS.  REPRODUCTION  Coptic 
cross  from  Ethiopia,  over  400  years  old.  Ready 
for  leather,  lace,  colorful  beads.  812.99  +  82.00 
shipping  (Texas,  add  8%  tax).  Cast  in  fine  U.S. 
pewter,  Y-8  foundry.  Jack  Riley,  9104  Moye,  El 
Paso,  TX  79925. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Detroit  Annual  Conference.  Man¬ 
ager  and  fund  raiser  for  endowment  through 
contact  with  area  churches  and  members.  Previ¬ 
ous  experience  desirable.  Laity  or  clergy.  Send 
resume  and  salary  history  by  January  15.  1989 
to:  Mr.  Myron  Schiller.  32300  Bonnet  Hill  Road, 
Farmington  Hills.  MI  48018. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHILDREN’S  MINISTRIES  for 
large  suburban  church.  Send  inquiries  to:  Dr. 
Leonard  H.  Budd,  Church  of  the  Saviour,  2537 
Lee  Road,  Cleveland  Heights,  OH  44118. 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY.  SHARED  Ministry  in 
Utah,  composed  of  63  congregations  representing 
the  American  Baptist,  Disciples  of  Christ  (Disci¬ 
ples),  Presbyterian  Church  (U.S.A.),  United  Church 
of  Christ  and  United  Methodist  denominations,  is 
seeking  an  executive  secretary  to  provide  leader¬ 
ship  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  ecumenical 
witness  of  Shared  Ministry.  The  position  requires  . 
administrative/ program  skills  in  addition  to  a 
strong  commitment  to  ecumenical  ministry. 
Shared  Ministry  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer. 
Send  dossier  by  December  15,  1988  to:  Dr.  Charles 

F  Kriner, Chairperson  of  the  Executive  Search 
Committee.  880-28th  Street,  Ogden,  UT  84403 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  SCARRITT-Ben- 
nett  Center.  Nashville.  TN  being  sought.  New  po¬ 
sition.  Ten  year  work  experience  and  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  required.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available  11/15/88.  Submit  resume  to: 
Grace  Seiser,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center,  1008  19th 
Ave.,  South.  Nashville.  TN  37212-2166. 

RETIRED  CLERGY  NEED  PERMANENT,  lov¬ 

ing,  Christian  care  with  limited  employment  or 
group  home  with  sheltered  workshop  for  mildly 
retarded  son.  27,  on  social  security.  Box  630, 
Dade  City.  FL  33525.  (904)  567-6065. 

SEEKING  HUSBAND  AND  WIFE  TEAM  or  indi¬ 

vidual  with  the  God  given  desire  to  serve  others 
in  Christian  camping.  Wesley  Woods  Conference 
Center  is  now  accepting  resumes  for  these  year 
round  positions:  Maintenance  and  Kitchen  Manag¬ 
er/Cook.  Compensation  will  include  salaries, 
housing,  utilities,  food  (when  kitchen  is  open). 
Housing  furnished  is  in  a  one  bedroom  house  (this 
precludes  couples  with  children).  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  write  or  contact  the  manager,  Mike  Gill, 
Wesley  Woods  Conference  Center,  P.O.  Box  846 
Williams  Bay.  WI 53191.  (414)  245-6631. 

ASSISTANT  PROFESSOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  Edu¬ 
cation,  tenure  track.  Doctorate  in  field,  knowledge 
and/or  experience  in  curriculum,  media,  children 
and  youth  ministries  and  leadership  development. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  ordained  United  Meth¬ 
odists.  Application  deadline:  December  1, 1988.  Po¬ 
sition  description  available.  Send  resume,  letters 
of  reference  to:  C.  M.  Kempton  Hewitt,  Academic 
Dean,  The  Methodist  Theological  School  in  Ohio, 
P.O.  Box  1204,  Delaware.  OH  43015.  Equal  oppor¬ 
tunity  affirmative  action  employer. 

SETTLE  MEMORIAL  UNITED  METHODIST 

Church,  an  established  church  of  a  1550  member¬ 
ship  in  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  is  seeking  a  program 
director.  A  college  degree  or  comparable  work  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  area  of  programming  in  a  local 
church  setting  is  essential.  Multi-staff  experience  a 
plus.  Responsibilities  will  include  coordination,  su¬ 
pervision,  implementation,  and  management  of  a 
comprehensive  total  church  program.  Send  resume 
and  references  to:  Search  Committee,  Settle  Memo- 
rial  United  Methodist  Church,  201  E.  4th  Street,  Ow¬ 
ensboro,  KY  42301  by  December  1. 

CHURCH  ADMINISTRATOR.  NEW  POSTION 
for  managing  office  and  personnel.  Computer, 
data  processing  qualifications  required.  Other 
credit  for  degree  or  equivalent  business,  finance, 
accounting  or  personnel  management  experi¬ 
ence.  Salary  negotiable  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Send  resume  and  references  be¬ 
fore  November  21  to  FUMC,  260  Prima  Vista 
Blvd.,  Port  St.  Lucie,  FL  34983. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

1300  +  membership  suburban  church  in  Clearwater, 
Florida.  Salary  is  negotiable.  "Logos  experience  de¬ 
sired.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee.  2045  Drew  Street.  Clearwater,  FL  34625. 

INSURANCE  SALES.  COMMISSION  SALES  po¬ 
sition-  would  like  1-4  years  experience,  but  not 
required  for  individual  interested  in  working 
with  ministers/church  members  selling  insur¬ 
ance  in  Orlando/Ft.  Lauderdale  area.  Excellent 
training  for  right  candidate.  Great  training  pro¬ 
grams.  If  you  have  confidence  in  your  abilities, 
would  like  to  have  your  own  agency  in  2-3  years, 
call:  1-800-451-2286,  Tom  Bauman. 

DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  Three  years  ex¬ 
perience  required.  Must  have  understanding  of  UMC 
structure,  politics.  Salary  124,000.  Deadline  Decem¬ 
ber  15,  1988.  Contact  Sam  Sandoval,  McCurdy 
School  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532.  (505)  753-7221. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  of  Mar- 

yville,  TN,  growing  church  with  expanding  pro¬ 
gram  now  receiving  applications  for  a  variety  of 
staff  positions-  youth,  adult  and  family  minis¬ 
tries.  Send  resume  to:  First  UMC,  P.O.  Box  473, 
Maryville.  TN  37803. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16 

days,  six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1, 1989.  For 
brochure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission, 

Box  1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

"COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock- 
ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc.  Programming/resource 
staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Wood¬ 
land  Park,  CO  80866.  (719)  687-9038. 

IMMEDIATE  OPENING  FULL-TIME  DCE/Mu- 

sic.  FUMC  Is  a  600-member  church  in  Central 
Florida.  Responsibilities:  coordinating  Christian 
education/age-levels/choral.  Salary  negotiable. 
Submit  resume:  FUMC  455  South  Broadway 
Ave.,  Bartow.  FL  33830. 

FOR  SALE:  GEHA  MIMEOGRAPH  MACHINE 

and  supplies.  Good  working  condition.  8500  or 
best  offer.  Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church, 
2336  S.  9th  St..  Allentown,  PA  18103.  Telephone 
(215)  797-1571  or  (215)  797-4708. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  sought  by 

2000  +  member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa,  Texas.  Experience  desired,  salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  ref- 
erences:  Rev  Charles  Crutchfield,  415  N.  Lee, 
Odessa.  TX  79761. 

DEVELOPMENT  OFFICER.  METHODIST 
Home,  Waco,  Texas  seeking  development  officer. 
Position  available  January  1,  1989.  Applicant 
must  be  willing  to  travel,  demonstrate  love  for 
mature  adults,  possess  good  social  skills,  good  ap¬ 
pearance  Preference  given  to  United  Methodist 
Church  background.  Liberal  Arts  Degree  with  ac¬ 
counting,  finance,  banking  and  economics  course 
work  helpful,  Salary  821,000  annually  plus  bene¬ 
fits.  Apply:  Methodist  Home,  1111  Herring  Ave., 
Waco,  TX  76708.  (817)  753-0181 

MEMORIALS  OF  THE  WESLEYS  from  their 
home  town  of  Epworth.  Quality  pottery,  clear 
glazed,  unique  design,  1988  limited  edition:  bust- 
John,  135;  concave  plate-  John  and  Charles,  835; 
Wesley  bell.  140;  loving  cup,  840;  chalice.  842.50. 
Price  delivered  to  your  door.  Satisfaction  guar¬ 
anteed.  Remittance  with  order.  Only  from:  Wes¬ 
ley  Collection,  22  High  Street,  Epworth, 
Doncaster.  DN9  1ET,  England. 

White  ribbon: 


By  DARRELL  TURNER 
Religious  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— Norma  Norris  hopes  to 
make  the  white  ribbon  a  symbol  of  the 
war  on  pornography  just  like  the  yellow 
ribbon  was  a  symbol  of  concern  for  the 
U.S.  hostages  in  Iran  eight  years  ago. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  41-year-old 
Butler,  Pa.,  housewife  and  mother, 
linked  up  with  state  and  national  offices 
of  Morality  in  Media,  the  white  ribbon 
has  become  the  symbol  of  a  campaign 
that  is  mobilizing  people  at  the  grass¬ 
roots  level  throughout  the  nation. 

Known  as  WRAP— for  White  Ribbon 
Against  Pornography— the  campaign 
highlighted  last  week’s  national  Pornog¬ 
raphy  Awareness  Week. 

"Through  WRAP,  a  concerned  public 
used  white  ribbon  to  symbolically  ex¬ 
press  community  standards  and  thereby 
register  support  for  the  enforcement  of 


Woman’s  idea  becomes  national 
symbol  of  war  on  pornography 


Norma  Norris 

.  . .  championing  white  ribbon 
obscenity  laws  against  hard-core  pornog¬ 
raphy,”  said  Joseph  J.  Reilly  Jr.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  Morality  in  Media. 

Ms.  Norris  got  the  idea  after  she  heard 


Monsignor  Francis  Glenn  of  St.  Paul's 
Roman  Catholic  Church  preach  a  sermon 
last  spring  in  which  he  expressed  frus¬ 
tration  about  unsuccessful  efforts  to  shut 
down  the  adult  bookstore  which  had  op¬ 
erated  in  Butler  for  eight  years. 

The  Catholic  priest,  vice  president  of 
the  Butler  County  Citizens  for  Decency, 
said  local  law-enforcement  officials 
were  reluctant  to  take  action  against  the 
bookstore  because  they  felt  local  citizens 
weren’t  very  concerned  about  it. 

"You  could  just  hear  the  frustration 
and  the  beaten  feeling  in  his  voice,”  Ms. 
Norris  recalled  of  the  sermon. 

Then  she  reread  some  materials  she 
had  received  from  James  Dobson,  the 
evangelical  Christian  psychologist  who 
heads  Focus  on  the  Family. 

"He  said  it’s  a  winnable  war,”  Ms. 
Norris  said.  "That  is  something  that 
stuck  with  me  ” 


Ms.  Norris,  who  does  commercials  for 
a  local  radio  station  in  Butler,  came  up 
with  the  idea  of  white  ribbon  as  a  symbol 
of  the  fight  against  pornography. 

She  reasoned  that  it  could  be  tied  to 
car  antennas,  worn  on  clothing  and  dis¬ 
played  on  buildings  and  trees  —  some¬ 
thing  that  everyone  could  use. 

With  the  help  of  Monsignor  Glenn  and 
Citizens  for  Decency,  Ms.  Norris  orga¬ 
nized  a  four-week  campaign  during 
which  12,000  cars  flew  white  ribbon  from 
their  antennae. 

The  climax  was  a  March  7  motorcade 
of  more  than  250  cars  that  resulted  in 
court  action  against  the  bookstore,  which 
was  bulldozed  four  months  later. 

With  the  New  York-based  Morality  in 
Media  going  national  with  the  idea,  white 
ribbon  motorcades  followed  by  rallies  at 
state  capitols  or  courthouse  steps  were 
held  in  several  cities  around  the  country. 
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‘Build  bridges,’ 


PHOTO  BY  KATHARINE  E.  MATCHETTE 

CORVALLIS,  Ore.— Lucile  Hines,  who  with  her  husband  Walter  founded  a  home  for  girls  in  1972,  has  helped 
nearly  500  girls  through  troubled  times  since  then.  Often,  she  helps  teen  agers  at  “Tri  Center  Homes”  with  their 
public  school  homework  assignments. 

She’s  ‘Mom’  to  troubled  girls 

UM  pastor’s  wife  fills  empty  nest  with  500 foster  children 


RELIGIOUS  NEWS  SERVICE  PHOTO 

Chinese  will  celebrate  ‘ Bible  Sunday’ 

NANJING,  China— The  American  Bible  Society  anticipates  that  thou¬ 
sands  of  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  churches  will  participate  in  this 
year’s  Bible  Sunday  celebration  Nov.  20.  The  nondenominational  publishing 
house  helped  fund  the  Amity  printing  press  in  Nanjing  that  printed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  200,000  Bibles  in  China  during  the  last  year. 

Church  leaders  blast  verdict 
in  <*Moonie’  kidnapping  trial 


By  KATHARINE  E.  MATCHETTE 

CORVALLIS,  Ore.— Nearly  500  girls 
think  of  Lucile  Hines  as  “Mom”  or 
“Grandma." 

No,  Lucile  isn’t  the  woman  who  lived 
in  a  shoe,  although,  at  73,  she  admits  she 
might  be  as  old  as  the  woman  in  the 
nursery  rhyme. 

Why  did  she  and  her  husband,  Walter, 
a  United  Methodist  pastor,  forego  the 
peace  of  an  empty  nest  for  500  foster 
children? 

"It  wasn't  that  I  wanted  to  do  it,”  she 
explained.  “We  felt  God  called  us  to  do 
it.” 

Her  second  career  as  a  mother  began 
when  alcohol,  abuse  and  divorce  made 
life  at  home  impossible  for  two  teens 
from  her  church.  Lucile  and  Walter 
opened  their  home  to  them. 

Other  troubled  kids,  some  placed  by 
agencies,  followed. 

In  1972,  Walter  took  early  retirement 
from  his  United  Methodist  pastorate  and 
they  opened  a  home  for  girls  in  Corvallis, 
Ore.  They  named  it  "Tri  Center  Homes” 
(the  "Tri”  stands  for  the  progression 
from  trouble  to  trust  and  triumph). 

For  the  next  14  years  they  served  as 
full-time  houseparents.  Lucile  and 
Walter  moved  out  of  the  girls’  home 
when  Lucile  reached  age  70,  but  she 
stays  involved. 

The  story  of  Seana— one  girl  who  has 
lived  there— embodies  the  tragedy  expe¬ 


rienced  by  many  teens. 

She  came  to  the  Hineses  as  a  physical¬ 
ly-abused  13-year-old,  lonely  and  fright¬ 
ened.  It  was  two  years  before  she 
discovered  what  love  truly  means. 

When  she  went  back  home  briefly,  her 
brothers  talked  her  into  using  drugs. 

Ashamed,  she  called  Lucile. 

"I  blew  it,”  she  said.  “Please  come  and 
get  me.” 

Lucile  looked  at  the  clock.  It  read  2 
a.m.  But  she  and  Walter  made  the  160- 
mile  round  trip  without  hesitating. 

From  that  day,  Seana ’s  attitude  and 
values  began  to  change.  Today,  she  is 
married  and  the  responsible  mother  of 
two  sons. 

Lucile  did  not  see  the  incident  as  un¬ 
usual. 

"I  define  Christian  love  as  the  willing¬ 
ness  to  be  Inconvenienced,’’  she  ex¬ 
plained. 

Like  many  who  come  to  Tri  Center 
Homes,  Seana  was  what  has  been  called 
a  disconnected  teenager. 

According  to  a  report  issued  by  one 
federal  commission,  these  young  people 
have  failed  to  find  any  life  model.  Re¬ 
sponsibility  escapes  them.  Often,  they 
read  poorly.  They  may  leave  school,  take 
drugs,  get  pregnant,  or  resort  to  crime. 

Some  educators  estimate  that  15  per¬ 
cent  of  all  16  to  19-year-olds  are  "at 
risk."  Without  intervention,  they  will  re¬ 
produce  in  kind. 


Lucile’s  "plug  in”  program  includes 
liberal  doses  of  love,  daily  work  assign¬ 
ments,  supervised  homework,  family  de¬ 
votions  and  regular  church  attendance. 

"The  problems  of  kids  like  these  can 
only  be  solved  by  individual  Christians 
who  care,”  she  said. 

Her  concern  is  contagious.  Their 
daughter,  Neva  Shannon,  and  their  son, 
Eldon,  operate  the  Home.  Grandson  Jeff 
Keenan  is  a  foster  parent,  and  grandson 
Brian  Shannon  is  a  psychologist  treating 
adolescents. 

Ms.  Matchette,  who  attends  the  Free 
Methodist  Church  in  Corvallis,  Ore.,  has 
been  a  freelance  writer  for  20  years. 


Dear  Deborah: 

A  little  over  74  years  ago,  when  I  was 
just  10  days  old,  my  parents  took  me  by 
train  back  to  the  family-related  church 
where  my  maternal  grandparents  and 
my  parents  were  married  and  where  I 
was  baptized. 

Just  over  50  years  ago,  my  wife  and  I 
were  married  there. 

When  I  was  growing  up,  this  was  not 


We  plow  the  fields  and  scatter 
The  good  seed  on  the  land, 

But  it  is  fed  and  watered 
By  God’s  almighty  hand. 

He  sends  the  snow  in  winter. 

The  warmth  to  swell  the  grain, 

The  breezes  and  the  sunshine. 

And  soft,  refreshing  rain. 

All  good  gifts  around  us 
Are  sent  from  heaven  above; 

Then  thank  the  Lord,  O  thank  the 

Lord 

For  all  his  love. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Matthias  Claudius,  who  wrote  these 
lines  served  as  one  of  the  commissioners 
of  agriculture  in  Darmstadt,  Germany, 
in  1776.  By  1782,  when  he  wrote  this,  he 
was  a  newspaperman  and  literary  editor 
in  Wandsbek,  near  Hamburg. 

He  loved  the  land  and  he  loved  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  loved  the  harvest  time  in  the  fall 
of  the  year  when  the  crops  are  laid  by. 

To  picture  this,  he  wrote  a  sketch  enti¬ 
tled  "Paul  Erdmann’s  Fest,”  which  de¬ 
scribes  a  scene  in  a  north  German 
farmhouse  when  the  neighbors  gather 
for  a  celebration. 

In  the  course  of  the  festivities,  the 
farm  folk  sing  a  song  which  Claudius  en¬ 
titled  “Peasant’s  Song.”  The  poem  con¬ 
sisted  of  13  stanzas,  each  sung  by  a 
different  person,  with  the  entire  group 
joining  heartily  in  the  refrain. 


UM  men  urged 

By  SUZANNE  CALVIN 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

DENVER— “Be  bridges  and  build 
bridges.” 

That  was  the  advice  given  to  100  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  men  by  Dr.  James  Arm¬ 
strong  in  a  keynote  address  delivered 
last  month  to  the  15th  annual  conference 
of  United  Methodist  Men  district  presi¬ 
dents  and  scouting  coordinators. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  visiting  professor  of 
preaching  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in 
Denver,  reminded  his  audience  that  pow¬ 
er  was  taken  from  Ferdinand  Marcos 
without  loss  of  life  or  firing  of  a  shot 
when  tens  of  thousands  of  people  formed 
a  human  barricade  between  the  dicta¬ 
tor’s  tanks  and  those  of  the  Filipino  peo¬ 
ple. 

He  cited  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.; 
Church  of  England  envoy  and  Middle 
East  hostage  Terry  Waite  and  the  late 
John  Adams,  a  staff  member  of  the 
Board  of  Church  and  Society,  as  others 
who  have  become  bridges  and  shields  be¬ 
tween  forces  of  hostility. 

He  said  bridge  building  is  necessary  in 
situations  other  than  national  and  inter¬ 
national  crisis. 

“Think  of  the  bridges  you  need  to  con¬ 
sider  building— spans  of  understanding  ex¬ 
tended  into  the  experience  of  a  husband  or 
a  wife,  a  daughter,  a  son,  a  parent,  a  busi¬ 
ness  colleague,  a  neighbor  or  a  co-worker. 

“We  are  called  to  be  bridges,  messen¬ 
gers  of  reconciliation,  peaceseekers, 
peacemakers,  servants  of  shalom  span¬ 
ning  troubled  waters,”  he  added. 

Under  the  conference  theme  "Building 
Ministry  and  Mission,"  workshop  and 
plenary  sessions  focused  on  the  role  of 
United  Methodist  Men  and  scouting  min¬ 
istries  within  the  local  church  and  com¬ 
munities  beyond  the  church. 

Emphasis  was  given  to  starting  UMM 
scouting  units;  unit  structure,  purpose 
and  objectives;  chartering  procedures; 
programming  and  funding  techniques, 
and  world  outreach  and  mission. 

About  80  of  the  men  were  from  the 
Western  Jurisdiction;  20  were  from  nine 
other  states. 

Suzanne  Calvin  is  editor  of  the  Rocky 
Mountain  Conference  edition  of  the  Re¬ 
porter. 


our  church.  Wherever  we  lived,  we 
joined  the  local  congregation,  and  both 
my  parents  took  leadership  positions. 

I  started  to  become  a  Methodist  minis¬ 
ter  but  later  "came  to  my  senses"  and 
became  a  newspaperman! 

After  marriage,  my  wife  and  I  moved 
several  times,  each  time  joining  the  local 
congregation. 

After  retirement  and  another  move. 


How  fascinating  that  Claudius,  onetime 
commissioner  of  agriculture,  should  re¬ 
mind  us  that  God  not  only  provides  the 
land,  but  also  the  snow  of  winter,  the 
warmth  of  spring,  the  sunshine  and  rain, 
all  of  which  make  the  land  productive. 

As  an  extra  measure  of  blessing,  Claudi¬ 
us  points  out  in  the  second  stanza  that  God 
provides  the  wayside  flowers  and  the  eve¬ 
ning  star;  he  feeds  the  birds  and  “to  us,  his 
children,  he  gives  our  daily  bread.” 

A  respected  man  of  letters,  Claudius 
made  his  home  in  Wandsbek,  near  Ham¬ 
burg.  He  enjoyed  the  close  friendship  of 
the  Danish  crown  prince  (later  King 
Frederick  VI),  who,  in  1785,  gave  Claudi¬ 
us  an  annual  grant. 

In  1813,  because  of  the  Napoleonic  wars, 
he  fled  his  home,  but  returned  a  year  later 
and  spent  his  final  months  in  Hamburg.  He 
died  in  1815  at  the  age  of  75. 

By  1800,  verses  from  Claudius’  “Peas¬ 
ant's  Song"  were  in  the  school  hymn 
books  and  had  become  widely  known 
throughout  Germany.  In  1861,  Jane 
Campbell,  daughter  of  an  Anglican  min¬ 
ister,  discovered  the  German  hymn  and 
paraphrased,  more  than  translated,  it 
into  English  verse. 

Her  paraphrase  joyfully  captures  the 
rural  simplicity  and  the  folk  quality  of 
the  original  verse,  and  we  sing  of  the 
blessings  God  gives  us  and  we  thank  him 
“for  all  his  love." 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Watchman,  tell  us  of  the  night” 


By  ROBERT  E.  BOCZKIEWICZ 

DENVER— Some  Denver-area  reli¬ 
gious  leaders  are  denouncing  the  acquit¬ 
tal  of  two  men  who  admitted  abducting  a 
member  of  the  Unification  Church  to 
"deprogram”  her  at  the  request  of  her 
parents. 

The  religious  leaders  said  that  a 
judge’s  ruling  which  allowed  a  “choice  of 
evils"  defense  is  a  serious  threat  to  reli¬ 
gious  freedom.  Anti-cult  activists  and  at 
least  one  Christian  social  ethicist  sup¬ 
port  the  trial’s  outcome. 

Britta  Adolffson,  31,  was  grabbed  off  a 
street  near  the  Denver  Unification 
Church  in  May  1987. 

A  private  detective,  Dennis  Whelan, 
and  a  former  member  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion,  Robert  Bandyberry,  admitted  to  be¬ 
ing  paid  to  abduct  her  and  to  holding  her 
eight  days  before  she  escaped. 

They  called  it  a  rescue  attempt  be¬ 
cause  the  Unification  Church,  headed  by 
the  Rev.  Sun  Myung  Moon,  allegedly  uses 
deception  and  brainwashing  in  attracting 
and  keeping  members. 

Denver  District  Judge  Robert  Hyatt 
allowed  the  “choice  of  evils"  defense.  It 
provides  that  an  act  that  normally  is  a 
crime  is  not  considered  a  crime  when  it 
was  designed  to  counter  another  "evil.” 

If  the  judge’s  ruling  and  the  jury’s 
Nov.  4  verdict  become  acceptable,  Jews 
would  not  be  safe  from  some  Christians 
and  Oral  Roberts  would  not  be  safe  from 
his  theological  critics,  said  William 
Hynes,  academic  dean  and  professor  of 
religious  studies  at  Denver’s  Regis  Col¬ 
lege,  a  Jesuit  school. 

Prosecutors  say  they  will  seek  to  have 


we  joined  the  little  church  nearby  and 
are  still  active  members. 

I  don’t  think  the  congregations  who 
pledged  themselves  to  "nurture”  my 
Christian  life  failed  in  any  way;  the 
pledge  was.  in  an  unspoken  way.  passed 
from  one  church  to  another  in  my  youth, 
adulthood,  and  finally  old  age. 

From  an  old  newspaperman 
and  lifetime  Christian 

Dear  Newspaper  Colleague: 

Your  story  illustrates  so  clearly 
the  connectional  relationship  we 
United  Methodists  have  as  part  of 
our  heritage  in  the  Christian  family. 

We  need  to  understand  how  much 
we  have  to  celebrate  in  our  world¬ 
wide  family. 

I  think  the  connectional  system 
also  raises  some  theological  issues 
for  clergymaking  decisions  that  have 
such  an  impact  on  people’s  lives.  We 
need  to  think  them  through  and  dis¬ 
cuss  them  in  our  churches. 

Regarding  the  earlier  writer  to 
whom  I  responded,  I  received  letters 
commending  the  pastor  for  refusing 
to  baptize  the  baby  in  the  grand¬ 
mother's  church. 

Perhaps  those  letters  were  written 
by  people  from  a  different  back¬ 
ground.  One  mentioned  a  concern 
for  the  differing  views  on  infant 
baptism  or  believer's  baptism.  These 
ideas  too,  need  to  be  thought 
through  in  each  congregation. 

In  the  church  we  must  respect  the 
views  of  everyone  while  appreciat¬ 
ing  our  own  and  being  open  to  the 
growth  and  change  of  God’s  Holy 
Spirit  as  we  share  with  one  another. 

Yet  it  so  exciting  to  hear  stories 
such  as  yours  and  see  how  faithful 
congregations  carry  out  ministry 
year  after  year! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,”  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Judge  Hyatt’s  ruling  overturned  because 
it  might  be  relied  on  in  future  cases,  per¬ 
haps  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The 
defendants  can  not  be  retried. 

The  president  of  the  Coalition  for  Reli¬ 
gious  Freedom,  the  Rev.  Donald  N.  Sills, 
joined  Mr.  Hynes  and  other  religious  fig¬ 
ures  at  a  news  conference  last  week  to 
denounce  the  judge’s  ruling. 

Mr.  Sills  and  other  critics  contend  that 
the  kidnapping  case  put  the  Unification 
Church’s  beliefs  and  practices  on  trial. 
The  jurors,  based  on  the  judge’s  instruc¬ 
tion,  decided  "they  have  the  right  to  de¬ 
termine  what  is  and  what  is  not 
acceptable  religious  practice.” 

Iliff  School  of  Theology  President 
Donald  Messer,  a  social  ethicist,  said  he 
believes  the  verdict  was  justified. 

“I  don’t  think  religious  freedom  is  at 
stake,”  he  said.  Dr.  Messer  is  president 
of  the  school  and  has  written  a  book  on 
Christian  political  ethics. 

Dr.  Messer  said  his  analysis  is  from 
the  "pastoral  perspective  of  the  family” 
rather  than  from  a  theoretical  perspec¬ 
tive.  Freedom  of  religion,  just  as  free¬ 
dom  of  the  press,  is  not  absolute,  he  said. 

Mr.  Boczkiewicz  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  Denver. 

UMs  plan  update 
of  worship  book 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

NASHVILLE— Members  of  a  newly 
organized  committee  to  update  United 
Methodism’s  “Book  of  [Worship]  Ser¬ 
vices”  have  a  monumental  homework  as¬ 
signment  to  complete  before  their  first 
meeting  in  February. 

Revision  of  the  "Book  of  Services” 
was  authorized  by  a  resolution  of  the 
1988  General  Conference. 

The  "Book  of  Services”  is  distinct 
from  the  new  United  Methodist  Hymnal 
and  Book  of  Worship  in  that  it  is  used 
primarily  by  clergy  and  local-church 
worship  leaders  as  a  liturgy  resource. 

To  prepare  for  their  first  discussions 
of  United  Methodist  worship,  committee 
members  are  expected  to  read: 

•The  1959  Evangelical  United  Breth¬ 
ren  "Ritual.” 

•The  1965  Methodist  “Book  of  Wor¬ 
ship." 

•The  1984  ITnited  Methodist  "Book  of 
Services." 

•The  newly  published  "Companion  to 
the  Book  of  Services,”  which  gives  the 
history  and  theology  of  the  ritual  in  the 
1984  book. 

•  The  sections  on  worship  and  services 
set  to  music  from  the  new  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Hymnal,  adopted  this  year  by  the 
General  Conference  and  scheduled  to  be 
released  in  Fall  1989. 

Among  the  major  issues  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  committee  are: 

/  Inclusive  language,  particularly 
references  to  “God  the  Father”  in  tradi¬ 
tional  acts  of  worship. 

•/  Integration  of  liturgies  with  ser¬ 
vice  music. 

y  Scriptural  translation,  such  as 
whether  to  use  the  New  Revised  Stand¬ 
ard  Version  of  the  Bible,  due  out  in  1991 
or  1992. 

/  Use  of  other  languages,  including 
Spanish,  Korean,  German,  Native-Amer- 
ican  and  others. 

y  The  rubric  mandating  the  use  of 
"pure,  unfermented  juice  of  the  grape” 
for  communion— although  this  rubric 
still  would  not  be  mandatory,  because  it 
is  not  part  of  the  1988  Book  of  Discipline. 

y  Whether  the  book  should  be  avail¬ 
able  on  computer  disk. 

About  $70,000  has  been  allocated  for 
the  committee's  work  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House  is  contributing  $50,000. 

Bishop  Susan  M.  Morrison  (Philadel¬ 
phia  Area)  was  chosen  chairwoman  of 
the  book  of  worship  committee.  J.  LaVon 
Wilson  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  a  retired 
teacher  who  served  on  the  hymnal  com¬ 
mittee,  was  chdSen  vice  chairwoman. 

-CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Church  symposium  links 
health,  healing  and  spirit 


By  PENNI CRABTREE 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

MEMPHIS— Healing— for  individ¬ 
uals  and  communities— cannot  be  ac¬ 
complished  until  persons  learn  to 
mesh  mind,  body  and  spirit  into  a 
healthy  whole,  according  to  speakers 
at  a  national  United  Methodist  church 
and  health  symposium. 

The  interrelationship  between 
health  and  spiritual  and  emotional  vi¬ 
tality  was  explored  recently  by  near¬ 
ly  300  United  Methodists  from  across 
the  United  States  during  "Health, 
Healing  and  Spirituality  in  the  Wes¬ 
leyan  Tradition,”  a  forum  co-spon- 
sored  by  "The  Upper  Room"  and 
Methodist  Health  Systems. 

The  Nashville-based  Upper  Room 
produces  meditational  resources  for 
United  Methodists. 

Participants  learned  practical 
methods  for  forging  healthy  minds, 
bodies  and  environment  in  workshops 
that  ranged  from  prayer  techniques 
to  ecological  concerns. 

The  Rev.  G.  Scott  Morris,  a  United 
Methodist  clergyman  and  physician, 
encouraged  churches  to  support  and 
even  help  establish  health  clinics  for 
the  poor,  emphasizing  the  need  for 
physical  and  spiritual  care.” 

“We  have  to  approach  people’s  entire 
problems  to  be  good  physicians,"  said 
Dr.  Morris,  who,  with  the  help  of  local 


church  donations,  launched  the  Church 
Health  Center  in  Memphis  which 
serves  persons  with  low-incomes. 

"What’s  easier:  to  treat  a  kid  who 
has  an  infection  every  month  every 
time  he  has  the  infection,  or  to  find  a 
way  to  get  screens  on  the  door  to  keep 
[germ-carry-ing]  flies  off  his  food? 

"I  personally  think  it’s  easier  to  get 
the  screens  on,”  he  said. 

Spiritual  renewal  enthusiast  Flora 
Wuellner,  a  United  Church  of  Christ 
clergywoman,  taught  participants 
methods  for  reducing  both  physical 
and  emotional  stress. 

Keep  realistic  expectations  for 
yourself,  receive  as  well  as  give  nur¬ 
turing,  listen  to  your  body,  make  dai¬ 
ly  prayer  your  link  with  God  rather 
than  just  a  discipline  and  “don’t  shoul¬ 
der  every  cross  dropped  at  your  feet,” 
said  Ms.  Wuellner. 

"If  we  pick  up  a  burden  and  it  gives 
us  nothing  but  frustration,  then  we 
probably  picked  up  the  cross  meant 
for  someone  else,”  she  said. 

An  ethicist  said  that  care  of  the  en¬ 
vironment  should  also  top  Christians’ 
lists  of  health  related  concerns. 

"Every  person’s  health  depends  on 
the  health  of  the  earth,"  said  Dr. 
McGregor  Smith,  director  of  the  Insti¬ 
tute  for  Environment  Ethics  at  Mi- 
ami-Dade  (Fla.)  Community  College 
and  a  United  Methodist  layman. 


Dear  Deborah 

Church  ‘family’  keeps  its  promise 


History  of  Hymns 

Newsman’s  harvest  sketch 
includes  peasants’  6 hymn’ 
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News  From  the  Director’s  Desk 


Hooper  Cottage  in  May.  But,  I  am  happy 
to  say  that  there  is  a  real  need  for  this 
cottage  to  be  reopened.  It  has  recently 
been  renovated  to  rehouse  the  smaller 
children  and  reopened  October  1, 1988. 

In  August,  the  children  went  on  a  four 
day  camping  trip  to  Camp  Windywood, 
which  is  north  of  Alexandria.  They  en¬ 
joyed  swimming,  canoeing  and  horse¬ 
back  riding. 

At  the  end  of  September,  the  children’s 
Arts  and  Crafts  Open  House  was  held.  In¬ 
vitations  were  sent  to  their  teachers, 
principals,  social  workers  and  physicians 
to  come  view  the  crafts  they  worked  on 
during  the  summer.  The  children  really 
enjoyed  showing  off  their  projects. 

The  4th  Annual  Volunteer  Activist 
Gala  was  held  October  7,  1988  at  the  Ni- 
cholls  State  University  Ballroom.  This 
gala,  which  is  sponsored  by  D.  H. 
Holmes  Co.  and  Germaine  Monteil  Cos- 
metiques,  honors  the  outstanding  volun¬ 
teers  in  our  tri-parish  area.  MacDonell  is 
indeed  fortunate  to  be  named  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  such  a  worthy  event! 


It’s  Our  Birthday! 

This  coming  year  will  be  the  70th 
birthday  of  MacDonell.  In  preparation 
for  this  event,  we  are  planning  a  year 
long  celebration  ending  with  a  grand  and 
glorious  “Homecoming”  tentatively 
scheduled  for  November.  We  are  at¬ 
tempting  to  compile  a  list  of  former  resi¬ 
dents.  If  anyone  is  an  Alumni,  knows  of 
others  who  are  Alumni,  or  like  to  help 
with  locating  Alumni,  please  contact  our 
agency  at  (504)  868-8362.  We  would  like 
for  all  to  come  visit  our  campus  at  least 
once  next  year.  Please  call  to  make  an 
appointment. 

Memorial  Walk 

Memorial  Walk  is  a  double  row  of  live 
oak  trees  that  are  being  planted  for  do¬ 
nations  of  $750  and  up.  A  tree  is  planted 
and  named  for  the  person  you  wish  to  re¬ 
member.  A  plaque,  commemorating  the 
deceased  and  the  donor,  is  placed  at  the 
base  of  the  tree.  To  date,  we  have  54 
beautiful  oak  trees  planted,  and  35  of 
these  54  trees  have  been  marked  as  a  do¬ 
nation  in  memory  of  a  loved  one. 


G.  J.  Bridges,  Executive  Director 


SWEET  TOOTH  —  Jonathan  participat¬ 
ed  in  a  4H  Club  Sweet  Contest  and  took 
2nd  place  with  his  castle  cake. 


via —  iL3 


Everyone  has  heard  the  saying  “A  pic¬ 
ture  is  worth  a  thousand  words."  As  you 
look  at  these  pictures,  you  will  see  that 
this  famous  saying  is  true. 

Christmas  1987  was,  as  always,  a  won¬ 
derful  time  around  our  campus.  The  chil¬ 
dren  were  busy  preparing  special  gifts 
for  each  other. 

Santa’s  bag  was  full  of  toys  for  the 
children  thanks  to  the  many  different  do¬ 
nations  given  by  caring  people  and  orga¬ 
nizations. 

At  the  May  board  meeting,  Mrs. 
Marcia  Moser  was  elected  to  the  Board 
of  Directors.  Mrs.  Moser  is  a  member  of 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

I  requested  fundings  from  the  Wom¬ 
en’s  Division  to  repair  the  fence  along 
the  Intracoastal  Canal  and  to  have  vinyl 
siding  installed  on  Keener  and  Downs 
Hall.  The  requests  were  approved  during 
the  Women's  Division  Spring  meeting.  I 
am  truly  grateful  for  the  assistance  the 
Women's  Division  provides  in  maintain¬ 
ing  their  property. 

One  way  for  the  state  to  reduce  their 
budget  was  to  put  a  "cap”  on  the  number 
of  clients  for  which  they  would  purchase 
care.  The  “caps”  forced  me  to  close 


DISNEY  COMES  TO  MACDONELL  —  Hooper  children  enjoy  viewing  their  newly 
decorated  rooms  with  Donald  and  gang. 


ARTS  AND  CRAFTS  —  J.  J.  concentrates  on  making  a  picture  out  of  a  burlap  sack, 
yarn  and  felt. 


VAN  GO  —  J.  J.  enjoyed  participating  in 
a  “Hands-On”  art  exhibit  from  the  New 
Orleans  Art  Museum. 


OPEN  HOUSE  —  Jonathan  enjoys  serv¬ 
ing  punch  at  the  children’s  annual  Open 
House. 


STROLLING  THE  RIVER  -  The  chil¬ 
dren  enjoyed  canoeing  on  their  summer 
trip  to  Camp  Windywood. 


CLIMBING  TO  THE  TOP  -  The  chil¬ 
dren  enjoy  recreation  on  the  monkey 
bars. 
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HORSE  SHOW  —  The  children  were  delighted  to  pet  and  ride  horses  which  were 
brought  to  our  campus. 
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Memorial  Gifts! 


These  gifts  were  given  in  memory  of  a  departed  loved  one.  By  remembering 
those  people  who  have  touched  their  lives,  they  shared  their  care  with  another. 
(07/15/88  —  10/21/88) 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF: 

MR.  DAVID  ARCENEAUX:  by  Sal,  Connie,  Sal,  Jr.,  Mary,  Lisa  and  Susan 
Casente 

MRS.  HARVEY  CAMPBELL:  by  Mrs.  Laura  S.  Donald 

MRS.  JOSEPHINA  CERVANTIS:  by  DeQuincy  United  Methodist  Church 

MR.  ROY  DOMMERT:  by  Mrs.  Laura  S.  Donald 

MR.  ERWIN  GRAHAM:  by  Mr.  Kenneth  Barrilleaux,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J. 
Bridges,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Afton  Schulz,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ray  Cinnater 
MRS.  MARTHA  GRAHAM:  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Afton  Schulz  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Ray  Cinnater 

MISS  ELLIE  GUIDROZ:  by  Mrs.  Bonnie  Seigrist  and  MacDonell  Staff 
MRS.  JULIA  HINGLE:  by  Mr.  Richard  F.  Larkin  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J. 
Bridges 

MR.  FRED  SMITH:  by  Mrs.  Laura  S.  Donald 
MR.  R.  W.  WIMBISH:  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J.  Bridges 
MR.  DON  YOUNG:  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Jones  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  J. 
Bridges 


A  Memorial  Gift 

Many  of  us  have  had  people  in  our  lives  who  have  touched  us.  They  gave  us 
love,  friendship  and  understanding.  Wouldn’t  you  like  to  show  your  love  for 
them  by  giving  in  turn,  to  another?  The  children  at  MacDonell  need  your  touch 
and  love. 

A  Memorial  Gift  can  be  given  in  memory  of  a  loved  one  to  the  children  at 
MacDonell.  A  beautiful  card  will  be  sent  to  the  next  of  kin,  promptly. 


Enclosed  is  my  gift  of  $ 
In  Memory  of  _ 


Send  Acknowledgment  to: 

Name:  _ 

Address:  _ 

City: _ 

My  name  is :  _ 

Address:  _ 

City: _ 


State: _ 


Zip:  _ 


State: 


Zip:. 


Mail  to:  G.  J.  Bridges,  Executive  Director 
MacDonell  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 

1210  East  Main  Street,  Houma,  LA  70363 


Dear  Friends: 


Dear  Friends: 

Christmas  cards  are  more  than  a  wonderful  holiday  tradition.  They  are  a 
way  of  sharing  the  warmth  of  the  Christmas  season  with  special  friends  both 
far  and  near.  We  are  MacDonell  would  again  this  year  like  to  give  you  the 
opportunity  to  make  your  Christmas  message  even  more  meaningful. 

sWhen  you  remember  us  with  a  donation,  we  will  send  a  holiday  message  for 
you  in  a  beautiful  Christmas  card  to  those  on  your  list.  The  enclosed  presenta¬ 
tion  card  will  indicate  that  you  have  given  a  present  to  the  children  at 
MacDonell  in  their  name.  This  donation  of  five  dollars  or  more  per  card 
includes  addressing,  posting,  and  mailing. 

Your  thoughtful  gift  can  help  provide  a  merrier  Christmas  for  our  children 
while  it  multiplies  your  joy  threefold  as  you  share  this  season  with  your  valued 
friends  or  relatives. 

If  you  would  be  interested  in  knowing  more  about  this  method  of  sharing, 
please  call  (504)  868-8362. 

Sincerely, 

G.  J.  Bridges 

_  _  .  ..  .  .  Executive  Director 

P.S.  Your  donation  is  tax 
deductible  to  the  extent 
of  the  law. 


Give  a  Special  Gift 
This  Year! 


Dear  Mr.  Bridges: 

In  Thanksgiving  for  being  able  to  provide  for  the  services  of  MacDonell 
rather  than  needing  them,  I  wish  to  send  this  gift  every: 


—  Week  _ Month 

Thank  you  for  this  opportunity  to  help. 


.Year 


NAME. 


ADDRESS: 
CITY:  _ 


.  STATE: 


ZIP: 


Send  to:  MacDonell  United  Methodist  Children’s  Services,  Inc. 
1210  East  Main  Street,  Houma,  LA  70363 
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United  Methodist  Volunteers  in 
Mission  South  Central  Jurisdiction 

Urgent  need  for  volunteers  in  response  to  Hurricane  Gilbert 

MEXICO:  Contact  persons:  Vincent  and  Amy  James  P.0.  Box  75,  424  N.  13th, 
Donna,  Texas  78537  (512-464-3636).  The  need  currently  is  for  groups  to  work  on 
homes  and  other  buildings  damaged  by  the  Hurricane.  There  is  still  some 
distribution  of  supplies  needed.  Vincent  and  Amy  James  are  retired  missionar¬ 
ies  who  have  been  asked  by  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  to  coordinate 
volunteers. 

JAMAICA:  Contact  person:  Rev.  C.  Evans  Bailey,  2B  Braemar  Ave.,  Kings¬ 
ton  10,  Jamaica  W  I.  The  need  is  for  clearing  of  debris  and  the  reconstruction 
of  many  church  buildings.  There  is  much  destruction  and  lots  to  be  done. 

YOU  MAY  ALSO  MAKE  ARRANGEMENTS  THROUGH  THE  JURISDIC¬ 
TIONAL  VOLUNTEERS  IN  MISSION  OFFICE,  2144  Swallow  Lane,  Lewis¬ 
ville,  Texas  75067  (214-317-3606)  Max  Marble,  Coordinator. 


Advent  —  Beginning 
the  Christian 


Year  Together 


This  Sunday  United  Methodist  Churches  all  across  Louisiana  and  all  around 
the  world  will  celebrate  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  year.  Its  seasons  cycle 
through  Advent,  Christmastide,  Epiphany,  Lent,  Eastertide,  and  Pentecost. 
Through  the  liturgies  and  themes  of  the  Christian  year  “The  Story  becomes 
“My  story."  The  vestments  and  ministers’  stoles  of  Advent  will  be  purple. 
Purple  for  Godly  fear:  Who  can  stand  God’s  judgment?  Purple  for  great  joy: 
God’s  love  is  nearer  to  us  than  we  think!  Purple  for  royalty:  The  sovereign 
God  of  heaven  is  about  to  begin  a  new  reign  by  being  born  in  a  stable. 

Advent  comes  from  adventus,  meaning  to  reach  for  or  to  come.  It  includes 
the  four  Sundays  before  Christmas,  ending  on  Christmas  Eve.  Centuries  ago  it 
was  often  referred  to  as  “Winter  Lent.” 

The  themes  of  Advent  are  the  first  coming  (the  birth  of  Jesus)  and  the  last 
coming  (Christ  as  judge  and  redeemer  of  history).  Over  the  centuries,  a 
variety  of  meanings  have  been  appropriated  for  each  of  the  four  Sundays  of 
Advent.  The  most  recent  is  to  refer  to  the  coming  of  Christ  in  hope  (the  first 
Sunday),  faith  (the  second),  love  (the  third),  and  joy  (the  fourth). 

Advent  is  the  season  of  the  spirit’s  longing  for  life  to  be  different.  We  know 
times  of  feeling  captive  —  to  weaknesses,  habits,  other  people,  our  work.  "If 
only  things  were  different.” 

Winter  comes;  the  days  shorten;  the  nights  lengthen.  Our  ancestors  noticed 
the  sun  sinking  closer  and  closer  to  earth.  Would  it  finally  die  and  leave  us  in 
darkness?  Has  our  Creator  left  us  with  only  judgment  and  not  mercy?  Our 
journey  of  faith  is  the  living  out  of  our  lives  from  a  trust  perspective.  During 
Advent  we  wait  in  longing,  in  hopeful  expectation,  in  repentant  anticipation. 

On  Sunday  we  will  celebrate  the  coming  of  Christ  in  hope.  For  me  it  will  be 
especially  significant.  We  begin  our  first  liturgical  journey  with  hope,  in 
anticipation  and  expectation  that  we,  as  Louisiana  United  Methodists,  can  grow 
in  faith  and  unity,  being  the  Body  of  Christ  and  reflecting  God’s  love. 

I  pray  that  our  lives  this  coming  year  will  be  filled  with  faith  in  God,  and 
that  we  will  act  out  that  faith  —  as  a  Conference,  in  districts, .in  local  churches, 
and  as  individuals.  /\ 

(Qie~\ 


JFe,  Too,  are  Diseiples 

Editorial  Assistant's  Note:  This  is  the  fourth  article  of  five  on  church  and  education 
by  Conference  Director  of  Education  Ministries.  Larry  Lewis. 

“The  Fundamental  Goal  of  Christian  Education  is  the  development  of  Christian 
faith  and  discipleship."  We  continue  our  discussion  of  this  goal  from  the  Foundations 
for  Teaching  and  Learning  in  the  United  Methodist  Church,  and  its  relation  to  the 
ten  aims  of  Christian  Education. 

The  sixth  aim  is  “to  engage  in  ministry  as  our  vocation  given  by  God."  There  are 
several  aspects  of  this  short  statement.  We  must  begin  by  acknowledging  that  we  are 
all  ministers  within  the  church.  "All  Christians  are  called  to  this  ministry  of  servant- 
hood  in  the  world  to  the  glory  of  God  and  for  human  fulfillment”  (The  Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,  Paragraph  104). 

In  this  sense,  our  teaching  and  learning  needs  help  us  understand  this  concept  and 
gain  the  necessary  skills  to  do  this.  It  involves  understanding  the  stance  of  the  church 
on  a  variety  of  issues  and  then  seeing  ways  of  integrating  our  faith  response  with  our 
daily  lives.  We  are  ministers  as  we  are  willing  to  speak  out  on  issues  of  the  rights  of 
minorities;  as  we  are  willing  to  aid  the  poor  and  the  hungry;  as  we  share  our  faith  on 
the  issues  of  peace  and  world  justice;  as  we  witness  to  others  about  the  good  news  of 
Christ.  As  we  learn  and  study,  these  issues  become  more  and  more  related  to  our  ac¬ 
tions  as  disciples. 

But  this  aim  also  involves  educating  persons  to  the  needs  of  full  time  church  voca¬ 
tions.  We  need  to  interpret  the  forms  of  ministry  and  the  variety  of  skills  and  inter¬ 
ests  needed  within  the  ordained  and  diaconal  ministry.  Both  aspects  of  this  aim  are 
dealt  with  through  the  church  school,  with  children,  and  adults. 

The  seventh  aim  is  “to  make  personal  and  social  decisions  that  are  firmly  rooted  in 
our  Christian  faith."  As  I  stated  in  the  first  article  in  this  series,  our  faith  needs  to  be 
expressed  in  our  actions  as  disciples.  We  do  not  stop  with  faith,  but  we  must  use  our 
faith  to  help  us  with  the  hundreds  of  decisions  we  make  daily.  Some  of  these  are  lim¬ 
ited  decisions,  others  are  global  in  scope. 

We  live  in  a  time  when  decisions  are  not  easy.  Social  pluralism  and  new  technology 
have  introduced  issues  that  have  never  been  faced  before.  The  Biblical  authors  never 
intended  to  deal  with  these  issues,  and  we  have  no  traditions  to  help  us.  We  can  only 
reach  a  decision  as  we  struggle  with  our  faith  response  through  the  community  of  be¬ 
lievers. 

The  Bible  tells  us  of  God's  love  and  shows  us  how  to  love  others.  It  gives  us  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  people  of  faith.  But,  we  must  struggle  with  the  applications  for  our 
times.  We  must  test  our  understanding  against  that  of  other  believers. 

It  is  the  aim  of  Christian  Education  to  give  us  the  knowledge  of  the  Biblical  princi¬ 
ples.  to  convey  to  us  the  love  of  God,  and  to  share  with  us  the  concerns  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  of  faith  so  that  our  faith  response  will  be  a  Christian  response.  It  is  through  the 
Sunday  School  that  these  skills  are  learned.  The  process  begins  when  we  are  children, 
but  it  is  continued  and  refined  as  we  mature.  There  is  a  place  in  the  Sunday  School 
for  all  persons  for  all  ages. 


Videos  Available  for  Young  Children 


The  Conference  Resource  Library  has 
purchased  two  videos  intended  for  youn¬ 
ger  children  (preschool  through  second 
grade).  "Jimmy  and  the  White  Lie"  helps 
children  understand  the  problems  that 
grow  when  we  lie.  Jimmy  accidently 
breaks  a  window  and  tells  his  parents  he 
knows  nothing  about  it.  The  lie  grows  un¬ 
til  it  controls  him.  Finally,  when  he  con¬ 
fesses  to  God,  his  parents,  and  the  owner 
of  the  house,  the  lie  disappears.  The  vid¬ 
eo  is  about  15  minutes  long  and  comes 
with  a  discussion  guide. 

"Parables  From  Nature”  is  a  collec¬ 


tion  of  three  of  Jesus'  Parables  recount¬ 
ed  in  animal  tales.  Each  story  is  about  10 
minutes.  Each  story  contains  the  account 
of  the  animals  followed  by  a  brief  telling 
of  the  parable  from  the  scripture.  "Pep¬ 
py  the  Pup"  tells  the  story  of  "The  Prodi¬ 
gal  Son":  "Chuckie  Chipmunk"  relates  to 
"The  Good  Samaritan";  and  "Bushy  the 
Squirrel"  is  a  retelling  of  “The  Foolish 
Rich  Man."  A  discussion  guide  accompa¬ 
nies  the  video.  To  use  either  video,  or  any 
other  resource,  contact  Carolyn  Powell, 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802, 
or  (504)  346-1646. 


December  Conference  Calendar 

1  Pendleton  Methodist  Hospital  Continuing  Education  Event:  Ministry  to  Older 
Adults  Dr.  Ferris  Jordan  .5  CEU 
1-4  UMW  New  Officer  Training  Event,  New  York  City 
5-9  COCU  Plenary  Session,  Intercontinental  Hotel,  New  Orleans 


me 


New  Stewardship  Resources  Now  Available 


Would  you  like  to  get  a  quick  glimpse 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church’s  work 
around  the  world?  Would  you  like  a  cap¬ 
sule  summary  of  the  purpose  of  each  of 
the  church's  many  funds? 

A  new  guidebook  with  videotape  pro¬ 
vides  such  a  glimpse  and  summary,  as 
well  as  introducing  a  new  song  created 
for  United  Methodists  to  celebrate  their 
varied  and  extensive  work  in  the  world. 

This  videotape,  titled  "Come,  Share, 
Rejoice,"  explains  how  money  gets  from 
church  collection  plates  to  lifesaving 
projects  around  the  world  and  may  be 
one  of  the  most  helpful  resources  that 


(United  Methodist  congregations  will  re- 
Kceive  this  year 

The  looseleaf  notebook  and  videotape 
| explain  the  purpose  of  United  Methodist 
"Special  Days"  with  offerings,  such  as 
|  Peace  with  Justice  Sunday,  and  the  near¬ 
ly  two  thousand  projects  and  ministries 
•to  which  persons  can  contribute  directly 
(through  the  Advance. 

Copies  of  the  new  resource  book  are 
[being  mailed  to  all  United  Methodist  pas- 
itors  during  the  month  of  November.  As  a 
j promotional  resource,  first  conceived  in 
’1986,  it  represents  the  first  unified  multi- 


media  effort  to  explain  fully  the  purpose 
of  General  Church  funds,  where  the  mon¬ 
ey  goes  and  ideas  for  presenting  and  in¬ 
terpreting  church-wide  giving  programs. 

"Come,  Share,  Rejoice"  is  available 
from  the  District  Offices  and  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  Conference  Resource  Center.  Pas¬ 
tors  wanting  to  purchase  a  copy  may  do 
so  from  United  Methodist  Communica¬ 
tions.  Box  320,  Nashville,  TN  37202  for 
the  price  of  $15.00. 

Apportioned  funds  . . .  designated  gifts 
.  church-wide  special  days  with  offer¬ 
ings  —  "What’s  It  All  About?"  This  is  the 


title  of  an  "Interpretation  of  Christian 
Stewardship  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  '  Originally  published  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  ago  by  the  Conference  on 
Ministries,  this  booklet  has  been  updated 
and  is  presently  being  printed.  Copies 
will  be  available  to  pastors  and  churches 
throughout  the  Conference  in  early  De¬ 
cember,  according  to  Dr  Harvey  G.  Wil¬ 
liamson.  Council  Director. 

These  two  resources  are  intended  to 
make  the  job  easier  in  each  church  for 
interpreting  and  explaining  church-wide 
giving  for  Louisiana  Methodists. 


DISCIPLE  BIBLE  TEACHING  —  Pictured  are  eight  of  the  10  members  of  the 
Disciple  Bible  Class  of  the  Marksville  UMC.  The  facilitator  for  this  class  is  Rev. 
Steven  Porter  of  the  Marksville-Simmesport-Oak  Grove  charge. 


SINGING  PRAISE  —  The  students  at  Wesley  United  Campus  Ministry  are  “sing¬ 
ing  praises  to  His  name”  and  are  very  appreciative  of  their  newly  acquired  piano. 
Wesley  is  the  Methodist-Presbyterian  Student  Center  at  the  University  of  South¬ 
western  Louisiana  in  Lafayette.  A  big  thank  you  goes  to  the  pastor  and  members  of 
First  UMC  in  New  Iberia  for  recently  donating  this  generous  gift  to  the  student  cen¬ 
ter.  Pictured  from  1.  to  r.  are:  Heather  Fox.  Paula  Milo,  Daniel  Sarver,  and  Richard 
Sarver. 


Around  the  Conference 


Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  Pledge  $300,000 
To  Missions  in  1989 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women  was 
held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church.  Pineville,  October  15.  The  opening  procession¬ 
al  of  conference  and  district  officers  included  a  colorful  display  of  windsocks  repre¬ 
senting  each  of  the  nine  districts.  Mrs.  Janelle  McCammon,  conference  president, 
convened  the  meeting  and  presided  during  the  business  session 

Mrs.  Judith  Rountree,  conference  treasurer,  presented  the  1989  budget  which  in¬ 
creased  the  pledge  to  mission  to  $300,000.  This  amount  will  be  sent  undesignated  to 
be  used  in  response  to  mission’s  call  throughout  the  world 

Retiring  officers  were  honored  and  new  officers  were  elected  and  installed. 

All  one  in  Christ  was  the  theme  for  the  meeting.  Rev.  Ellen  Montegudo  was  the 
worship  leader  and  Mrs.  Alice  Story  was  program  chairperson 
Mrs.  Sally  Turner,  conference  secretary,  was  chairperson  of  DELT  (District  Elect¬ 
ed  Leaders  Training)  which  was  held  in  the  afternoon.  Conference  officers  met  with 
their  district  counterparts  for  training  and  officer  update.  Rev.  Kathryn  Dauphin  was 
the  worship  leader  for  the  closing  and  sending  forth. 


DURING  ANNUAL  MEETING  —  Shown  here  during  the  recent  annual  meeting 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW  held  at  First  UMC  in  Pineville  are  Conference 
UMW'  Secretary  and  Chairperson  of  DELT  Sally  Turner  and  Alice  Story,  Chairper¬ 
son  of  the  AnnualJMeeting  Task  Group.  In  the  background  is  Mary  Lou  Alexander. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Approximately  50  persons  attended  a 
recent  supper  at  Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New 
Orleans.  Doug  Ruchman  gave  reports  on 
our  1988  financial  status,  the  Einsels  re¬ 
ported  on  '88  and  '89  programs,  and  Ran¬ 
dy  Cochran  introduced  the  church's 
needs  for  1989  with  an  excellent  program 
and  explanation.  Rev.  Alan  D.  Einsel  is 
Pastor. 

On  Saturday,  October  15,  Larry  Karr. 
Bruce  Whiddon.  Jeff  Allison,  James  Ev¬ 
ans.  Ray  Fife,  and  Bob  Owens  held  a 
workday  to  install  acoustic  tile  and  fluo¬ 
rescent  lights  in  the  fellowship  hall  at 
Wesley  UMC  in  DeRidder.  But,  to  their 
dismay,  it  became  a  major  job  instead  of 
a  minor  one.  The  church's  master  repair¬ 
man.  of  course,  knew  that  the  task  must 
be  completed  for  the  dinner  which  was 
scheduled  for  October  29,  and  spent 
countless  hours  working  to  finish  the  job. 
Rev.  Douglas  R.  Foreman  is  Pastor. 

Louisiana  CrossLines,  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference’s  Ministry  to  Fami¬ 
lies  in  Poverty,  has  received  a  grant 
from  the  General  Board  of  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  in  the  amount  of  $55,700.  Project 
recipients  of  these  awards  are:  the  Peo¬ 
ple's  Community  Center,  New  Orleans. 
Rainbow  Child  Care  Center,  Slidell;  Is- 
trouma  After  School  Program.  Baton 
Rouge;  and  the  Exceptional  Day  Care 
Project,  Alexandria.  In  addition,  grants 
for  volunteer-training  were  awarded  to 
the  South  Baton  Rouge  Cooperative  Par¬ 
ish  (for  the  medical  clinic  and  work  with 
homeless  families).  Exceptional  Day 
Care  in  Alexandria  and  an  Early  Child¬ 
hood  Intervention  Project  in  Shreveport 
Louisiana  CrossLines  helps  local 
churches  and  agencies  develop  outreach 
projects  which  help  people  help  them¬ 
selves.  For  further  information,  contact 
Elizabeth  Irvine,  Director,  at  3175  Scenic 
Highway.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70805. 


Upcoming  events  which  are  scheduled 
for  Palestine  UMC  in  Pineville  are: 
"Hanging  of  the  Greens"  November  27, 
Little  Pals  Open  House  —  G.R.A.'s 
Christmas  Program  December  4;  and 
Chancel  Choir  Christmas  Program  on 
December  11.  Also  scheduled  are  the 
Children's  Christmas  Play  December  18 
and  on  December  24  the  Christmas  Eve 
Service.  Rev.  Steven  D.  Bearden  is  Pas¬ 
tor. 

Rev.  George  Duerson,  Superintendent 
of  the  Alexandria  District  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference,  UMC,  led  the  fourth  annual 
SPIRITUAL  LIFE  RETREAT  of  Univer¬ 
sity  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  November 
11-13.  In  his  five  lectures.  Rev.  Duerson 
helped  people  take  a  fresh  look  at  Jesus 
and  his  teachings  about  the  kingdom,  es¬ 
pecially  as  reported  by  Luke.  Rev.  J. 
Philip  Woodland  is  Pastor. 

The  youth  of  Ingleside  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  had  a  successful  Halloween  Lock 
Out  It  was  a  great  time  of  fellowship 
and  sharing.  The  youth  also  helped  out 
with  the  DMA  Bazaar  which  took  place 
November  12.  Dr.  James  R.  Schaub  is 
Pastor. 

Live  Oak  UMC’s  DMA  group  recently 
took  a  trip  to  New  Orleans.  They  trav¬ 
elled  on  the  M  R  S.  Express  driven  by 
their  favorite  bus  driver,  Randy.  A  total 
of  43  people  attended,  including  Randy’s 
wife.  Kim  along  with  friends  from  Amite 
Baptist  and  First  Methodist  in  Denham 
Springs.  The  first  stop  was  the  River- 
walk  where  the  group  then  boarded  the 
sternwheeler.  The  Cotton  Blossom.  After 
a  one  hour  cruise  on  the  Mississippi,  they 
arrived  at  Audubon  Zoo  where  several 
hours  were  spent  enjoying  the  animals 
and  the  natural  scenery,  in  addition  to 
great  ca'jun  food  Rev.  Angus  L.  Carruth 
is  Pastor 


The  Davidson  Memorial  UMYF  in  La¬ 
fayette  recently  elected  the  following  of¬ 
ficers:  President,  Brian  Hudson;  Vice 
President.  Brett  Huval;  Secretaries, 
Rubi  Racca  and  Christie  Anderson.  Re¬ 
sponsibilities  were  discussed  and  as¬ 
signed.  also.  On  December  11.  the  youth 
will  be  joined  by  the  young  people  of  Ro- 
sedale  UMC  for  a  hayride,  Christmas 
caroling,  and  a  weiner  roast.  Rev.  Rob¬ 
ert  L.  Deich  is  Pastor. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
recently  held  a  business  meeting,  pro¬ 
gram.  and  luncheon  November  15.  Nancy 
Heausler.  Director  of  Rayne's  Kid  Day 
Out  Program,  spoke  briefly  on  the  updat¬ 
ed  aspects  of  this  program  which  serves 
the  church  and  the  community  at  large. 
Members  of  Raynebow  Circle  led  the 
group  in  a  Thanksgiving  Celebration. 
Program  participants  were:  Elizabeth 
Olsen,  Barbara  Hogue,  Geni  Newman, 
Janet  Cavalier.  Kris  Krueger  and  Libby 
Adams.  Rev.  Clyde  C.  Frazier  Jr.  is  Pas¬ 
tor. 

The  November  meeting  of  L  I  F  E,  of 
First  UMC  in  Covington  was  held  Thurs¬ 
day.  November  10,  1988.  Ross  English 
was  the  guest  speaker.  Mr.  English  is  the 
Director  of  Community  Relations  at 
Greenbriar.  His  topic  was  "The  Grief 
Process.”  The  event  was  a  non-denomi- 
national  meeting  and  everyone  in  the 
community  was  invited  to  attend.  Rev. 
Ted  Standley  is  Pastor. 

The  Rev.  Willis  Dear  was  the  guest  of 
Centenary  College  for  a  week  of  study 
November  7-11  as  a  Ministerial  Fellow 
The  Fellows  program  was  established  to 
encourage  ongoing  scholarships  on  the 
part  of  United  Methodist  ministers  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Rev.  Dear 


is  Pastor  of  Centenary  UMC  in  Franklin- 
ton. 

Start,  Louisiana  has  a  newly  formed 
Brownie  Troop  #64  The  group  meets 
each  Thursday  from  6:15  to  7:15  p.m.  at 
Crew  Lake  UMC  in  Start.  Some  of  their 
many  activities  are  ceremonies,  outings, 
parties,  and  making  crafts.  A  Vestiture 
Pinning  Ceremony  was  held  on  Novem¬ 
ber  3.  Sixteen  members  received  their 
pins.  The  girls  are.  Beverly  Collins. 
Kayla  Eppinette,  Samantha  Goodson, 
Jessica  Nobles,  Kayla  Norman.  Brandy 
Ross.  Brandi  N.  Sapp,  Brandi  Sapp, 
Amanda  Sanford,  Miranda  Stanley, 
Brandy  Stanley.  Jennifer  Stansbury,  Me¬ 
lissa  Tatum.  Rebecca  Wisenor,  Christy 
Williamson,  and  Brittany  Young  The 
leaders  are  Renee  Stanley  and  Pam 
Sapp  Rev  Howard  L  Hudson  is  Pastor 
of  Crew  Lake  UMC.  sponsor  of  the  troop. 

M  &  Ms  (Methodist  in  Middle  Schools) 
began  at  Prescott  Middle  under  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  VIPS  (Volunteers  in  Public 
Schools)  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Office.  This  ex¬ 
tremely  successful  volunteer  effort  is 
comprised  of  interested  Methodists  who 
volunteer  tutoring  time  to  middle  school 
students  in  order  to  increase  their  learn¬ 
ing  experience.  Jenola  Duke  and  Carolyn 
Carnahan  (VIPS  program)  worked  close¬ 
ly  with  UM  District  Superintendent  Kir¬ 
by  Vining  to  assist  in  starting  a  similar 
program  in  the  Lafayette  area.  Upon  the 
completion  ot  the  necessary  training,  the 
new  group  of  volunteers  went  to  work  at 
Truman  Elementary,  a  black  kindergar¬ 
ten  through  eighth  grade  school  with  the 
assistance  of  Assistant  Principal  Doro¬ 
thy  Scott.  Scott  is  now  Principal  at  J.  W. 
Faulk  in  Lafayette.  Because  Truman 
was  not  a  middle  school,  MATES  (Meth¬ 
odists  and  Teachers  Educating  Students) 
was  established  for  the  Lafayette  volun¬ 
teer  service. 
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Editorial 


A  compassionate  offer  to  farmers 


_  Here  I  Stand 

We  must  make  changes  to  transform  UMC 


“Think  of  it  as  a  kinder,  gentler  fore¬ 
closure.” 

So  goes  the  cynical  caption  to  a  recent 
political  cartoon  that  shows  a  banker  talk¬ 
ing  to  a  financially  distressed  farmer. 

The  cartoon  reflects— unfairly,  we 
think— critical  reactions  to  notices  being 
mailed  by  the  U.S.  government’s  Farm¬ 
ers  Home  Administration  to  88,000  delin¬ 
quent  farm  borrowers  across  the  United 
States  (see  UMR,  Nov.  11). 

Titled  "Notice  of  Availability  of  Loan 
Service  Programs  for  Delinquent  Farm 
Borrowers,"  the  mailing  was  even  com¬ 
pared  to  a  “natural  disaster”  by  one 
church  official. 

His  reasoning  is  partially  understand¬ 
able:  If  recipients  don’t  complete  and  re¬ 
turn  forms  enclosed  with  the  notice 
within  45  days,  the  result  could  be  fore¬ 
closure  on  their  property. 

We  disagree,  however,  with  the  nega¬ 
tive  imagery  attached  to  the  Farmers 
Home  Administration  notice  by  well- 
meaning  supporters  of  economically  dis¬ 
tressed  farmers. 

In  fact,  the  notice  is  potentially  the  best 
news  such  farmers— many  of  whom  are 
years  behind  in  their  farm  loan  pay¬ 
ments— have  received  in  a  long  time  It  im¬ 
plements  a  1987  law  that  requires  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  to  spell  out 
farmers’  rights  and  steps  they  can  take  to 
save  their  homes  and  their  livelihoods. 

An  official  of  the  farm  administration 
summarized  the  law’s  intent:  “to  keep 
farmers  on  their  farms  and  help  them 
restructure  their  debt  to  make  that  pos¬ 
sible.” 

Our  church  has  legitimately  voiced 
support  during  recent  years  for  the  pres¬ 
ervation  of  family  farms.  It’s  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  critics  of  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration  notice,  some  of  whom  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  law  gives  many  otherwise 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


To  the  Editor. 

George  Bush  has  been  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  on  a  promise  of 
•peace  through  strength.”  He  plans  to 
modernize  our  nuclear  weapons,  thereby 
improving  our  nuclear  deterrence. 

Two  years  ago  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  in  its  pastoral  letter, 
“In  Defense  of  Creation,”  said  “a  clear 
and  unconditioned  no  to  nuclear  war  and 
to  any  use  of  nuclear  weapons” 

The  bishops  concluded  “that  nuclear 
deterrence  is  a  position  that  cannot  re¬ 
ceive  the  church’s  blessing.” 

They  told  us  that  we  must  go  beyond 
peace— to  Shalom— the  biblical  peace 
during  which  swords  are  beaten  into 
plowshares.  In  short,  the  bishops  asked 
us  to  become  “evangelists  of  Shalom,” 
told  us  to  reject  nuclear  deterrence  hnd 
make  complete  disarmament  our  nation¬ 
al  policy. 

The  success  of  the  Bush  presidential 
campaign  indicates  that  the  majority  of 
voters  support  nuclear  deterrence.  Our 
efforts  in  evangelism  must  have  failed. 

Years  ago  President  John  F.  Kennedy 
challenged  the  Soviet  Union  not  to  an 
arms  race  but  a  peace  race  “to  advance 
together  step  by  step,  stage  by  stage,  un¬ 
til  general  and  complete  disarmament 
has  actually  been  achieved.” 

On  Sept.  20,  1961,  the  United  States 
and  the  Soviet  Union  issued  the  “Joint 
Statement  of  Agreed  Principles  for  Dis¬ 
armament  Negotiations,”  which  incorpo¬ 
rated  that  goal. 

We  have  not  yet  advanced,  as  a  nation, 
to  where  we  were  27  years  ago. 

Edward  C.  Perry 
Palm  Springs,  California 


Peace  work  must  continue 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  learned  from  our  Bible  to 
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doomed  farmers  a  “fighting  chance,” 
have  reacted  with  alarm  rather  than  af¬ 
firmation  of  this  notification  effort. 

When  such  alarm  is  registered  by 
church  officials,  it  reinforces  a  common 
stereotype  that  mainline  churches  are 
knee-jerk  opponents  of  the  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment.  Far  from  achieving  the  desired 
goal  of  getting  Christians  to  help  spread 
the  word  among  potential  beneficiaries/ 
victims,  such  an  approach  is  likely  to 
turn  them  off. 

Here’s  a  case  of  a  federal  law  requir¬ 
ing  something  that  is  consistent  with  a 
Christian  sense  of  fairness:  a  reasonable 
and  realistic  way  to  help  people  resolve 
financial  problems  not  wholly  of  their 
own  making. 

The  law  doesn’t  guarantee  economic 
survival,  nor  should  it.  But  it  offers  hope 
of  a  new  start  for  many  farmers  who 
have  been  responsible  managers. 

As  Christians,  we  should  look  upon  the 
Farmers  Home  Administration  notice  as 
a  partial  but  compassionate  response  to 
the  U.S.  rural  crisis.  It  isn’t  a  panacea. 
But  it  is  a  concrete  indication  that  all  is 
not  lost  for  people  whose  livelihoods  and 
communities,  including  countless 
churches,  have  been  deeply  threatened 
by  changing  economic,  political  and  eco¬ 
logical  realities. 

The  most  constructive  thing  we  can  do 
for  the  time  being  is  to  urge  farmers  in 
nearly  every  state  who  have  delinquent 
Farmers  Home  Administration  loans  to 
respond  to  the  recent  notice  within  the 
required  45  days. 

A  word  from  concerned  Christians  en¬ 
couraging  local  newspapers,  TV  and  ra¬ 
dio  stations  to  highlight  the  situation 
could  make  a  significant  difference. 
Such  efforts  are  a  tangible  way  to  help 
people  “have  ears  to  hear”  a  message 
that  could  profoundly  affect  their  lives. 


love  our  enemies,  to  return  good  for  evil. 

We  have  been  persuaded  by  our  national 
environment  to  hate  our  enemies  and  fear 
them.  St.  John  wrote,  “There  is  no  fear  in 
love,  but  perfect  love  casts  out  fear.” 

The  new  emphasis  of  Mikhail 
Gorbachev  on  openness  and  reconstruc¬ 
tion  carries  over  into  his  foreign  rela¬ 
tions.  He  has  returned  good  for  evil, 
seeking  reconciliation  and  giving  us  the 
opportunity  to  cast  out  our  fear. 

We  can  tell  our  new  president  that  he 
must  continue  the  process  of  warming  up 
the  Cold  War.  Anything  less  is  unworthy 
of  our  nation  “under  God.” 

Charles  W.  Tryon 
La  Verne,  California 

Story  omits  UM  college 

To  the  Editor: 

I  commend  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson 
for  his  stand  on  the  need  to  strengthen  ties 
of  United  Methodists  with  their  church-re¬ 
lated  schools  (see  UMR,  Oct.  28). 

The  companion  story,  “UM-related  col¬ 
leges  among  the  nation’s  best,"  certainly 
shows  that  United  Methodists  have  some 
excellent  church-related  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  among  which  they  can  choose. 

Unfortunately,  the  United  Methodist 
News  Service  failed  to  mention  North 
Central  College  in  Naperville,  Ill.  It  was 
included  on  the  “U.S.  News  &  World  Re¬ 
port”  list  of  "America’s  Best  Collges." 
North  Central  ranked  19  among  small 
comprehensive  colleges. 

North  Central  received  that  ranking 
because  of  the  college’s  selectivity  of 
students,  the  strength  of  its  faculty  and 
teaching,  the  resources  available  to  sup¬ 
port  the  educational  programs  and  its 
ability  to  see  entering  freshmen  through 
to  graduation  in  four  years. 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“For  the  love  of  money  is  the  root 
of  all  evil;  it  is  through  this  craving 
that  some  have  wandered  away  from 
the  faith  and  pierced  their  hearts 
with  many  pangs.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  2  Corinthians  3:17) 

Readings  for  week  of  Nov.  27 
Monday:  Psalms  25:1-5 
Tuesday:  Psalms  25:6-10 
Wednesday:  Jeremiah  33:14-16 
Thursday:  1  Thessalonians  3:9-10 
Friday:  i  thessalonians  3:11-13 
Saturday:  Luke  21:25-28 
Sunday:  Luke  21:29-36 


By  LEE  D.  CARY 

When  Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkan¬ 
sas  Area)  told  us  in  "And  Are  We  Yet 
Alive”  that  the  United  Methodist  Church 
was  declining,  we 
heard  the  voice'  of 
the  boy  who  called 
the  emperor  naked. 

Professors  William 
Willimon  and  Robert 
Wilson  of  UM-related 
Duke  Divinity  School 
then  described  in 
“Rekindling  the 
Flame”  some  bare  parts  of  the  anatomy 
of  decline. 

Now  it’s  time  for  us  to  stitch  together 
the  clothes  of  transformation. 

Toward  that  end,  here’s  one  local  pas¬ 
tor’s  agenda  for  transformation: 

1)  Redistribute  power  laterally,  prin¬ 
cipally  to  the  laity. 

A  former  district  lay  leader  told  me 
he’d  grown  weary  of  attending  annual 
conferences.  He  called  them  “preacher’s 
meetings.”  Annual  conference  sessions 
reveal  our  pattern  of  power  distribution. 
They  tend  to  be  meetings  of,  by  and  for 
the  clergy. 

Transformation  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  based  on  the  redistribution 
of  a  wider  share  of  power  to  the  laity. 

2)  Plan  thoroughly  and  openly  at  all 
levels. 

Transformation  will  begin  when  the  la¬ 
ity  and  clergy  share  a  clear  and  common 
understanding  of  their  annual  conference’s 
yearly  and  long-range  plans.  That  will 
start  with  a  planning  process  character¬ 
ized  by  wide-ranging  participation. 

Transformation  will  be  under  way  when 
our  limited  resources  are  assigned  to  deci¬ 
sively  chosen  and  clearly  stated  purposes. 

3)  Develop  serious  training  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  laity  and  clergy. 


But  the  college’s  achievements  in  sup¬ 
port  of  the  mission  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  are  equally  impressive. 
President  Gael  D.  Swing  has  just  been 
elected  to  a  second  four-year  term  on  the 
University  Senate.  More  students  from 
North  Central  (four  of  33)  than  from  any 
other  college  and  university  in  the  nation 
served  summer  internships  with  the 
United  Methodist  Church  in  1988. 

The  college’s  campus  ministry  dra¬ 
matic-musical  troupe  has  served  the 
church  locally,  nationally  and  interna¬ 
tionally.  The  aggressive  campus  minis¬ 
try  program  has  had  more  proposals 
funded  by  the  church  in  the  last  five 
years  than  any  other  United  Methodist- 
related  college  or  university. 

North  Central  College  is  proud  of  its 
relationship  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church,  and  we  are  proud  of  the  national 
recognition  the  college  has  received 
from  both  “U.S.  News  &  World  Report” 
and  from  education  editors  of  “The  New 
York  Times.” 

Marvin  R.  Meinz 
Naperville,  Illinois 

Keep  reporting  all  news 

To  the  Editor: 

Your  Oct.  21  editorial,  "Why  must  we 
publish  ‘bad  news’?"  should  be  supported 
by  your  readers.  The  editorial  defines 
the  only  sensible  approach  a  credible 
newspaper  can  follow.  It  is  reasonable, 
well-written  and  diplomatic. 

Your  stated  policy  will  develop  a  more 
complete  understanding  of  the  church 
and  the  faith-related  news  you  are  re¬ 
sponsible  for  reporting.  If  you  consistent¬ 
ly  follow  your  stated  policy,  your  readers 
will  continue  to  consider  your  paper  to  be 
a  source  of  accurate  and  complete  news 
in  your  area  of  responsibility. 

You  don’t  have  enough  negative  news 
in  the  Reporter  to  demoralize  your  seri¬ 
ous  readers.  The  majority  of  your  news 
is  good  news.  That  happens  naturally  be¬ 
cause  you  are  reporting  information 
about  the  church  and  its  efforts. 

Since  the  primary  work  of  the  church 
is  directed  toward  doing  good,  you  natu¬ 
rally  have  a  lot  of  good  news  to  report. 

It  doesn’t  follow  that  bad  reports  don’t 
come  to  you.  A  certain  amount  of  failure 
is  always  present  in  any  human  endeav¬ 
or.  When  troubling  issues  develop,  the 
only  sensible  approach  is  to  report  the 
facts  even  when  they  are  disturbing. 

Bad  news  generally  happens  when  a 
problem  is  present,  so  it  is  necessary  to 
report  the  facts  about  any  disturbing  is¬ 
sues  as  soon  as  they  are  available.  That 
allows  corrective  action  to  be  taken  be¬ 
fore  the  situation  becomes  worse. 

The  alternative  is  to  let  the  problem 
go  unreported  and  allow  it  to  continue  to 
grow.  This  approach  allows  an  undesir¬ 
able  situation  to  expand  until  it  becomes 
big  enough  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
general  news  media. 

That  is  when  a  simple  story  can  be  sen¬ 
sationalized  by  an  unsympathetic  writer 
until  those  who  are  interested  in  the  church 


We  United  Methodists  don’t  take  con¬ 
tinuing  education  seriously.  Our  approach 
is  disorganized  and  inconsistent.  Our  train¬ 
ing  events  for  the  laity  are  often  superfi¬ 
cial.  Members  of  the  clergy  are  left  to 
structure  their  own  continuing  education. 

Learning  will  spread  when  annual  con¬ 
ferences  design  and  coordinate  quality 
continuing  education  in  ministry  and 
mission  for  clergy  and  laity. 

4)  Focus  joint  effort  on  a  few  ambi¬ 
tious  and  highly  visible  projects. 

United  Methodists  of  the  future  will  need 
a  deeper  experience  of  the  interdependent 
nature  of  our  connectional  church. 

Corporate  morale  is  built  on  the  feel¬ 
ings  that  accompany  shared  risk  and  co¬ 
operative  achievement.  Highly  visible 
district,  conference  and  jurisdictional 
projects  generate  team  spirit  and  build 
corporate  morale. 

Transformation  calls  for  fewer  “shot¬ 
gun”  and  more  “laser  gun”  approaches 
to  special  projects. 

5)  Encourage  creative  networking 
among  local  congregations. 

United  Methodist  congregations  within 
a  few  blocks  of  each  other  can  go  years 
with  little  contact.  Among  the  clergy  the 
most  unifying  programs  are  often  the 
pension  fund  and  insurance  plan. 

The  cause  of  transformation  will  be 
served  when  congregations  are  encour¬ 
aged  to  cluster  to  undertake  bold,  inno¬ 
vative  projects— projects  missional, 
educational  and  spiritual  in  nature. 

Transformation  will  build  atop  the 
rubble  of  our  bent  toward  segmentalism. 

6)  Link  congregations  more  vividly 
and  convincingly  with  our  denomina¬ 
tional  boards  and  agencies. 

The  public  relations  gap  between  the 
congregations  and  denominational 
boards  and  agencies  is  obvious  to  pas¬ 
tors.  Seen  from  the  typical  congregation, 


efforts  begin  to  have  doubts  about  all  the 
programs  they  have  been  supporting. 

Recent  church  history  shows  that  when 
that  happens,  church  members  become 
skeptics  rather  than  supporters.  If  a  situa¬ 
tion  gets  too  far  out  of  control,  readers  can 
be  lost  permanently  and  thus  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  get  your  message  to  them. 

Please  continue  the  policy  stated  in 
your  editorial.  A.E.  Bransford 

Victoria,  Texas 

Board  should  resign 

To  the  Editor: 

It  is  my  experience  that  organizations 
are  structured  so  that  boards,  groups,  in¬ 
dividuals,  etc.,  carry  out  the  directions 
and  wishes  of  the  governing  body. 

In  the  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  is  a 
prime  example  of  a  group  that  doesn’t  do 
that. 

In  direct  opposition  to  the  General 
Conference,  this  board  voted  to  support 
the  table  grape  boycott  (see  UMR,  Oct. 
21).  Using  the  legal  pretext  “church  law 
gives  national  boards  the  right  to  speak 
for  themselves  and  to  the  church  on  is¬ 
sues  but  not  for  the  denomination  as  a 
whole,”  is  not  a  valid  position. 

Most  people  believe  what  the  national 
boards  say  is  the  church’s  official  posi¬ 
tion.  Drawing  a  fine  legal  line  or  using 
the  excuse  that  “people  should  know  the 
facts”  is  not  acceptable. 

National  boards  do  create  policy  be¬ 
cause  they  are  de  facto  representatives  for 
the  church.  What  they  say  is  construed  to 
be  the  church’s  position.  Thus,  they  are 
agents  for  the  church  as  a  whole. 

If  members  of  the  General  Board  of 
Church  and  Society  cannot  support  the 
General  Conference  direction  in  good 
conscience,  they  should  resign.  If  they 
don’t  resign,  the  church  then  has  two  op¬ 
tions:  Remove  those  members  for  insub¬ 
ordination,  or  admit  that  the  General 
Conference  doesn’t  provide  direction  but 
only  advice. 

If  the  latter  is  true,  I’m  not  sure  peo¬ 
ple  will  continue  to  give  support  to  a 
church  that  talks  about  the  laity  having 
decision-making  power  but  doesn’t  mean 
it. 

If  the  first  option  occurs,  it  could  help 
us  become  a  strong  and  vital  church 
speaking  with  one  voice. 

Paul  L.  Boettcher 
Pomona,  California 

Don’t  tell  me  what  to  buy 

To  the  Editor: 

United  Methodist  leadership  doesn’t 
have  the  right  to  forbid  my  use  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  grapes  or  Shell  products. 

What  of  the  employees  who  will  be 
hurt  by  this  action?  The  member  in  the 
pew  has  the  right  to  consider  all  angles 
and  make  his  (or  her)  own  decisions. 

No  wonder  the  United  Methodist 
Church  is  losing  members  so  rapidly 
with  this  kind  of  action. 

Ethel  Temples  Vermillion 
Sulphur  Springs,  Texas 


the  image  of  the  UMC’s  superstructure  is 
one  of  an  obscure  and  distant  land. 

Commonly,  a  congregation  feels  igno¬ 
rant  about  what  happens  "up  there”  and 
powerless  to  wield  any  influence. 

Transformation  across  the  widest  gap 
in  our  connection  will  be  on  the  horizon 
when  bishops  and  agency  leaders  lead 
the  effort  to  design  new  lines  of  two-way 
communication  between  the  church 
pews  and  the  executive  chairs. 

7)  Let  the  table  of  organization  be 
more  flexible. 

Transformation  means  expressing  the 
openness  of  our  theology  in  a  more  flexi¬ 
ble  policy.  Where  the  structure  doesn't 
work,  we’re  too  slow  to  confess  and 
change  it. 

Key  words  for  organizational  transfor¬ 
mation  will  sound  like  these:  consolidate, 
eliminate,  restructure,  revise,  shift,  cre¬ 
ate— all  and  more  in  light  of  continuous 
review  and  thoughtful  suggestions  solic¬ 
ited  from  all  levels  of  laity  and  clergy. 

There  won’t  be  transformation  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  until  we  step 
back  and  review  our  organizational  struc¬ 
ture  and  administrative  routines.  And  that 


By  ASHEMA  DIVE  MUKANDU 

Many  years  ago,  Africa  was  in  the 
dark.  The  people  used  to  worship  differ¬ 
ent  kinds  of  statues  that  are  not  the  true 
God.  Africa  was  spiritually  blind. 

Our  God  saw  the  needs  of  the  African 
people.  He  has  sent 
many  missionaries 
among  us. 

Now  we  are  very 
grateful  to  God  that 
we  have  the  Bible 
and  that  we  can  read 
it  and  understand  the 
Lord’s  will. 

Many  missionaries  A.D.  Mukandu 
died,  and  some  of  them  continue  to  serve 
the  Lord  Jesus  even  now. 

With  their  help,  supported  by  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  America, 
we  received  different  social  helps— hospi¬ 
tals,  schools,  the  Bible  schools  and  several 
dispensaries.  All  these  things  enable  Afri¬ 
cans  to  understand  the  real  love  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  to  us  through  the  missionaries. 

Bishop  follows  plan 

Since  Bishop  Onema  Fama  is  serving 
the  Lord  Jesus  as  bishop  of  the  Central 
Zaire  Annual  Conference,  he  is  doing  his 
best  to  follow  the  plan  left  by  our  experi¬ 
enced  missionaries  for  the  development 
and  growth  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Zaire. 

Through  Bishop  Onema  Fama’s  effort, 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zaire  has 
already  reached  different  regions  of  our 
country.  Many  United  Methodist  pastors 
are  sent  to  different  parishes  to  proclaim 
the  Gospel  to  the  people. 

Here  are  some  of  these  regions 
reached  by  the  work  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  just  now:  both  Kasai  re¬ 
gions  in  the  Central  Zaire  Annual 
Conference  (Atetela,  luba,  kuba  tribes), 
the  upper  Zaire  in  the  North-East  Annual 
Conference  (Swahili  in  Maniema  and  Ki¬ 
sangani’s  tribes),  low  Zaire  in  the  West 
Zaire  Provisional  Annual  Conference 
(Bandundu,  Bakongo  and  kela  tribes). 

Three  high  schools  in  the  Central  Zaire 
Annual  Conference  provide  the  United 
Methodist  Church  with  qualified  Chris¬ 
tian  workers  for  evangelical  efforts. 

Encouraged  by  the  Zaire  government, 
Bishop  Onema  Fama  has  founded  three 
colleges  in  Zaire: 

•  Pedagogy  College  or  Pedagogy 
Training  College  (known  in  French  as 
I.S.P.  Wembo-Nyama).  This  college  will 
provide  the  church  with  the  qualified 
Christian  teachers  who  can  serve  the 
Lord  in  the  mission  schools  of  our 
church.  These  young  people  may  witness 


exercise  will  be  a  waste  of  time  unless 
we’re  willing  to  seriously  consider  change. 

8)  Speak  more  forthrightly  and  hon¬ 
estly. 

The  transformation  of  our  church  will 
be  communicated  through  authentic  lan¬ 
guage.  The  vocabulary  will  be  more  hon¬ 
est  and  candid  than  what  we’re  used  to 
speaking  and  hearing. 

Slogan  like  "Catch  the  Spirit”  won’t 
fuel  transformation.  Neither  will  grand 
pronouncements  of  missional  priorities 
nor  ambitious  growth  goals.  Transfor¬ 
mation  speaks  a  language  made  credible 
by  support  actions. 

The  words  of  transformation  that  will 
build  our  future  will  come  from  a  wider 
range  of  voices.  More  speech  will  come 
from  less  timid  laypeople. 

When  rank-and-file  members  of  the 
clergy  speak,  they’ll  be  less  fearful  to 
both  confess  their  ignorance  and  ques¬ 
tion  their  leadership. 

The  only  language  that  will  work  for 
transformation  is  the  truth. 

The  Rev.  Lee  Cary  is  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Coppell,  Tex¬ 
as  (North  Texas  Annual  Conference). 


to  the  Lord  Jesus  everywhere  they  can 
work.  That  witness  will  increase  the 
number  of  Christians  in  our  country. 

•Theology  Faculty  (known  in  Zaire  as 
Fathem).  This  college  will  provide  the 
church  with  qualified  pastors  who  will  be 
sent  to  the  different  United  Methodist  par¬ 
ishes  in  different  regions  of  our  country. 

•College  of  Medical  Technic  Institute 
(in  French  I.S.T.M.).  This  college  will 
provide  the  church  with  nurses  after 
three  years  of  studies.  From  this  college, 
we  can  have  the  leaders  of  our  hospitals 
and  dispensaries. 

UMC  is  developing 

All  these  accomplishments,  done  with 
the  help  of  the  Lord’s  people  everywhere, 
show  that  Bishop  Onema  wants  to  develop 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in  our  home¬ 
land.  He  would  like  to  continue  to  perfect 
the  work  until  the  Lord  Jesus  returns. 

All  the  Zaire  believers  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church  appreciate  very  much 
indeed  the  hard  work  our  bishop  is  doing. 
The  local  population  also  loves  Bishop 
Onema  and  wishes  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
will  help  him  continue  to  lead  our 
church.  We  all  are  very  well  satisfied  by 
the  bishop’s  work. 

He  is  a  kind,  good-natured  man  who 
loves  the  Lord’s  people  in  our  church. 
Bishop  Onema  fears  the  God  who  loves 
the  Lord’s  people. 

The  wish  of  the  Central  Zaire  Annual 
Conference  is  to  encourage  our  Bishop 
Onema  to  go  ahead  with  the  work  of  our 
church  until  the  coming  of  Jesus. 

All  of  us,  the  missionaries  and  the 
Zaire  believers,  have  to  pray  that  the 
Lord  Jesus  may  help  Bishop  Onema  and 
give  him  the  necessary  freedom  to  work 
for  the  Lord  Jesus’  glory. 

In  this  20th  century,  when  the  atomic 
bomb  can  destroy  our  planet  in  a  minute, 
let  us  pray  to  the  Lord  who  is  able  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  world  for  peace,  love  and  justice. 

The  Christian  church  is  the  best  of  all 
societies  in  the  world,  where  all  believ¬ 
ers  can  live  as  brothers  and  sisters  in 
love  and  peace.  The  Bible  says:  "Where 
there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish” 
(Proverbs  29:18). 

"My  Witness"  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Ashema  Dive  Mukandu  is  a 
ministerial  member  of  the  Central  Zaire 
Annual  Conference  in  Africa. 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  (two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  "My  Wit¬ 
ness,"  United  Methodist  Reporter,  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


AFRICA 

Church  Growth  and  Development 


In  1987  an  Evangelism  grant  provided  a  land  cruiser  with  a  loud¬ 
speaker  for  a  conference  evangelist.  One  year  later,  over  70  new 
churches  were  opened. 

In  Kinkunki,  a  rapidly  growing  congregation  has  to  rebuild  its  grass 
and  mud  church  each  year  after  the  rainy  season.  Members  have  al¬ 
ready  made  the  bricks  for  a  new  church,  as  their  faith  assures  them 
they  will  build. 

You  too  can  share  in  the  astounding  growth  of  United  Methodism 
in  Africa.  What  an  opportunity!  Demonstrate  our  oneness  in  Christ  by 
contributing  through  the  Advance  to  the  project  of  your  choice. 

Designate  your  gift,  AFRICA  CHURCH  GROWTH  AND 
DEVELOPMENT,  and  indicate  one  of  the  projects  named  below: 


GENERAL 

LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 
EVANGELISM 

CHURCH  GROWTH/REPAIR 


(008233-0  H-T) 
(008237-4  B-T) 
(008235-2  A-T) 
(008231-7  A-N) 


World  Program  Division  •  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


Our  evangelism  of  Shalom  must  have  failed 


Pontius'  Puddle 


HI,  PONTIUS- 

GOING- TO  THE 
BICr  FOOTBALL 
GAME-? 


NOPE.  , 
HEADING 
TO  CHURCH. 


BUT  THE  TEAM’S 
STRUGGLING-  THE 
COACH  SAID  THIS  \S 
A  MOST  SUNDAY. 


ONPORTONATEU)  THE 
W&TORSAID  THE 
SAME  THING-  ABOUT 
W  SPIRITUAL  LIFE. 


Lee  Cary 


My  Witness 

UMs  in  Zaire  are  spreading 
the  Gospel  to  new  regions 
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Historian  says  lack  of  challenge  causes  mainline  churches  malaise 


By  CAROL  ELROD 
Religious  News  Service 
INDIANAPOLIS— The  failure  of  mainline 
churches  to  ask  for  a  high  level  of  commitment 
and  failure  to  teach  members  the  tenets  of  their 
faith  may  at  least  partly  explain  why  there  are 
so  many  dropouts,  a  church  historian  said. 

In  a  lecture  about  the  past,  present  and  future 
of  mainline  Protestantism,  the  Rev.  Dorothy 
Bass  told  an  audience  at  Christian  Theological 
Seminary  that  in  many  churches  the  challenges 
are  so  lacking  that  when  people  drift  away, 
“they  don’t  even  know  they  have.” 

Because  these  dropouts  have  never  learned 
the  excitement  of  the  Christian  message,  they 
turn  to  New  Age  religions,  therapy  and  brands  of 


spirituality  that  they  have  devised  themselves, 
she  said. 

"Loneliness  drives  people  to  therapy  rather 
than  gathering  them  around  the  (Communion) 
table,"  said  Dr.  Bass,  who  teaches  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Chicago  Divinity  School. 

Contrary  to  the  contention  of  some  conserva¬ 
tive  Christians,  most  dropouts  aren’t  switching 
their  membership  to  fundamentalist  and  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  but  are  dropping  out  of  orga¬ 
nized  religion  completely,  said  Dr.  Bass. 

The  scholar  criticized  education  within  the 
churches,  saying  that  it  “can’t  be  done  in  once-a- 
week  Sunday  school.” 

She  also  lambasted  church-affiliated  colleges 
and  universities,  saying  they  have  become  so 


much  “missions  for  secularization”  that  “it’s 
hard  to  know  a  church-affiliated  college  when 
you  see  one." 

Although  a  recent  study  shows  that  almost  all 
Americans  believe  in  God,  for  many  the  spiritual 
quest  “is  taking  startling  forms,"  Dr.  Bass  said. 

"They  think  they  should  come  to  their  beliefs  in¬ 
dependent  of  any  church  or  synagogue,”  she  said. 

Carried  to  the  extreme,  that  means  a  separate 
religion  for  each  American,  Dr  Bass  said. 

Traditional  Christianity  “has  a  more  complete 
interpretation  of  life  and  death”  than  self-made 
religion  does,  she  said. 

Churches  don't  exist  in  a  vacuum  apart  from 
the  culture,  but  mainline  denominations  apparent¬ 
ly  haven't  understood  that,  said  Dr.  Bass,  a  United 


Church  of  Christ  pastor  who  has  taught  American 
religion  and  the  history  of  Christian  thought. 

Many  families  these  days  are  non-traditional 
in  composition,  and  their  members  feel  uncom¬ 
fortable  attending  churches  whose  programs  ex¬ 
clude  them,  Dr.  Bass  said. 

She  also  noted  that  traditional  church  volunteers 
are  almost  non-existent  because  of  job  pressures. 

Pastors  tell  her  even  their  "good  members 
don’t  come  to  church  every  week  any  more.”  Dr 
Bass  said,  "The  pressures  on  working  families 
are  enormous.  " 

Mainline  churches,  whose  members  have  most¬ 
ly  been  middle-  and  upper-class  whites,  have  been 
the  dominant  influence  on  the  American  culture 
since  the  early  days  of  the  nation,  Dr.  Bass  said. 


She  said  they  have  traditionally  had  the  politi¬ 
cal,  social  and  economic  advantage,  but  that’s 
not  true  any  more. 

The  scholar  noted  that  Roman  Catholics, 
Jews,  black  Protestants  and  other  Protestants 
not  in  the  mainstream  really  began  sharing  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  1960s. 

Now,  Dr.  Bass  said,  the  public  voice  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Conference  of  Catholic  Bishops  is  stronger 
than  that  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Ironically,  the  involvement  of  liberal  Protes¬ 
tantism  in  the  ecumenical  movement  may  have 
further  weakened  its  dominance,  she  said.  But  she 
added  that  such  work  should  continue  because  it's 
important  to  show  the  world  that  tolerance  and 
belief  in  Christianity  can  go  together 


United  Methodist  bishops  convene 


President-elect 
to  get  greetings 

By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga— President¬ 
elect  Bush  will  receive  mail  soon  from 
United  Methodism’s  episcopal  leaders. 

The  Council  of  Bishops,  meeting  last 
week  near  where  John  and  Charles  Wes¬ 
ley  once  preached  during  their  early  18th 
century  sojourn  on  American  soil,  ap¬ 
proved  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  presi¬ 
dent-elect. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  council’s  66  ac¬ 
tive  bishops  by  council  president,  Bishop 
Ernest  T.  Dixon  Jr.  (San  Antonio,  Texas, 
Area),  and  secretary,  Bishop  Melvin  G. 
Talbert  (San  Francisco  Area),  the  200- 
word  letter  is  conciliatory  and  supportive. 

Before  the  council  approved  the  letter, 
however,  it  was  returned  to  the  drafting 
committee  to  smooth  out  language  ques¬ 
tioned  by  some  overseas  bishops.  They 
expressed  concern  that  the  letter  not 
sound  “confrontational”  or  appear  to 
make  demands. 

A  U.S.  bishop  noted  privately  that  the 
concern  for  tone  was  strategic  and 
aimed  toward  gaining  an  audience  with 
the  president-elect,  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  letter. 

"We  really  want  to  meet  with  (Mr. 
Bush),”  he  said. 

Here  is  the  full  text  of  the  letter: 

“Dear  Mr.  President-elect  Bush: 

“During  Nov.  14-18,  1988,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  met  on  St.  Simons  Island,  Ga.,  for 
its  semiannual  meeting.  Our  members 
represent  United  Methodist  churches  in 
Africa,  Asia,  Europe  and  the  United 
States  of  America.  On  behalf  of  our  con¬ 
stituency,  we  offer  our  greetings. 

“We  want  you  to  know  that  we  prayed 
for  you  and  pledged  our  continuing 
prayers  as  you  prepare  to  take  upon  your 
shoulders  the  awesome  responsibilities 
of  the  office  of  president  of  the  United 
States.  As  leaders  of  a  global  church,  we 
are  aware  that  your  decisions  will  make 
a  profound  impact  upon  the  entire  fam¬ 
ily  of  nations. 

“You  have  committed  yourself  to 
work  toward  a  kinder,  gentler  nation. 
Your  words  bear  a  message  of  hope  to  a 
world  torn  by  oppression,  poverty  and  vi¬ 
olence. 

“Historically,  the  United  Methodist 
Church  has  championed  the  causes  of 
peace,  justice  and  love  in  response  to 
God’s  call.  In  continuity  with  that  tradi¬ 
tion  we  seek  and  pray  for  unifying  solu¬ 
tions  and  stand  ready  to  confer  with  you, 
as  it  may  be  appropriate. 

“May  God  bless  you  with  the  compas¬ 
sion,  courage,  strength  and  wisdom  to 
lead  the  people  into  paths  of  righteous¬ 


ness  and  peace.” 

After  approving  the  letter,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  voted  to  create  a  mechanism 
by  which  appropriate  greetings  could  be 
sent  on  similar  occasions  to  other  newly 
elected  heads  of  government  in  countries 
having  a  United  Methodist  presence. 

Membership 
group  dissolved 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga— A  special 
bishops’  committee  to  promote  member¬ 
ship  growth  in  the  United  Methodist 
Church  no  longer  exists. 

The  Council  of  Bishops  at  its  semian¬ 
nual  meeting  last  week  voted  to  transfer 
responsibility  for  the  growth  emphasis  to 
the  General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
denomination’s  coordinating  agency. 

Bishop  Richard  B.  Wilke  (Arkansas 
Area)  chaired  the  bishops’  special  mem¬ 
bership  growth  committee  during  the 
past  four  years  and  gained  churchwide 
attention  for  his  efforts  on  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  behalf. 

The  recommendation  to  transfer  the 
growth  emphasis  included  “a  special 
word  of  appreciation  to  Bishop  Richard 
Wilke  for  his  leadership  during  the  past 
four  years.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  formed  the 
committee  after  the  1984  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  Bishop  Wilke  said,  because  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  top  policy-making  assembly 
didn’t  assign  specific  responsibility  for 
the  membership  goal  it  adopted.  That 
goal  was  20  million  members  by  1992. 

In  1984,  the  UMC’s  worldwide  mem¬ 
bership  stood  at  9.7  million  (9.2  million  in 
the  United  States).  By  1987,  total  mem¬ 
bership  remained  9.7  million,  although 
the  number  in  the  United  States  had  fall¬ 
en  to  9  million. 

Bishop  Wilke  said  the  bishops’  decision 
to  transfer  responsibility  for  reaching 
the  membership  goal  was  appropriate, 
since  the  Council  of  Bishops  isn’t  a  pro¬ 
gram  agency.  For  that  reason,  he  said 
his  committee  never  became  part  of  the 
formal  council  structure. 

While  affirming  his  colleagues’  action, 
however,  he  expressed  concern  about  the 
ability  of  the  General  Council  on  Minis¬ 
tries  “to  get  quickly  up  to  speed  and  not 
lose  the  momentum”  of  his  committee’s 
efforts  during  the  past  four  years. 

He  added  that  he  sees  his  committee’s 
“greatest  accomplishment  was  not 
something  that  can  be  measured  but 
[was]  something  spiritual.” 

“The  climate  in  the  church  (toward 
membership  growth  and  evangelism)  has 
changed,”  Bishop  Wilke  said.  “We’re 
talking  about  things  we  weren’t  talking 
about  four  years  ago.” 

He  said  that  his  fellow  bishops  had 


supported  his  committee's  efforts  and 
that  concern  for  church  growth  had  per¬ 
meated  the  denomination’s  general 
boards  and  agencies. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

‘Vital  church’ 
plans  approved 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga— The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops  ap¬ 
proved  plans  last  week  for  a  major 
churchwide  convocation  on  the  vitality 
of  local  congregations. 

The  convocation,  set  for  1990,  proba¬ 
bly  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  is  to  climax  the 
bishops’  current  initiative,  "Vital  Con¬ 
gregations— Faithful  Disciples.” 

That  initiative  was  initially  proposed 
in  November  1986  by  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction’s  College  of  Bishops. 

The  goal  of  the  initiative  is  to  “get  the 
church’s  attention  about  the  importance  of 
congregational  life”  and  to  "inspire  people 
to  engage  in  a  serious  in-depth  look  at 
what  God  is  calling  them  to  be  as  commu¬ 
nities  of  faithful  disciples,"  said  retired 
Bishop  Roy  C.  Clark  of  Columbia,  S.C.  He 
is  coordinating  the  project  for  the  council. 

He  warned  his  colleagues  in  April,  when 
the  general  plans  for  the  initiative  were 
considered,  not  to  see  it  as  a  “quick  fix” 
for  denominational  membership  decline. 

The  convocation  “will  be  a  time  of  cele¬ 
bration,  witness  and  prayer”  for  selected 
laypeople,  pastors,  district  superinten¬ 
dents  and  conference  council  on  ministries 
directors,  according  to  the  bishops’  plan. 
Participants  are  to  include  representa- 


Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa 
...  on  peace  committee 


tives  from  overseas  UM  churches. 

A  pastoral  letter/foundation  docu¬ 
ment/study  guide  on  the  initiative’s 
theme  is  to  be  released  to  the  whole 
church  duringthe  gathering. 

The  bishops  recommended  to  the  UM 
treasury  agency  that  it  allocate  $200,000 
to  pay  for  development  of  the  document. 

The  first  draft  of  the  document  is  to  be 
in  the  bishops’  hands  at  their  fall  1989 
meeting. 

Work  on  the  initiative  is  modeled  on 
the  process  used  by  the  bishops  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  1986  pastoral  letter  and  study 
document  on  nuclear  weapons,  “In  De¬ 
fense  of  Creation.” 

Research  for  and  writing  of  the  docu¬ 
ment  is  to  be  done  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  E. 
Frank,  director  of  the  Rollins  Center  for 
Church  Ministries  at  UM-related  Candler 
School  of  Theology  in  Atlanta.  Dr.  Frank 
is  a  former  pastor  and  is  the  son  of  retired 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Eugene  M.  Frank. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

Burundi  bishop 
on  peace  panel 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga— An  Afri¬ 
can  United  Methodist  bishop  has  been 
named  to  an  unprecedented  special  com¬ 
mission  to  seek  peace  and  unity  for  his 
war-torn  country. 

Bishop  J.  Alfred  Ndoricimpa  (Burundi 
Area),  who  was  in  the  United  States  to 
attend  the  Council  of  Bishops  meeting 
last  week,  said  he  was  appointed  by  Bu¬ 
rundi  President  Pierre  Buyoua  in  early 
October  to  a  special  24-member  National 
Commission  to  Study  Unity. 

He  said  the  group’s  mandate  is  to  de¬ 
vise  a  plan  for  unifying  his  country’s  two 
warring  factions,  the  Hutu  and  Tutsi 
tribes.  The  work  has  no  time  limit. 

The  tribes  have  a  long  history  of  con¬ 
flict  that  has  kept  Burundi  in  a  nearly 
perpetual  state  of  civil  war,  the  bishop 
said?  The  latest  outbreak  of  hostilities 
was  in  August,  which  he  said  resulted  in 
a  "terrible  massacre.” 

Those  hostilities  prompted  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  special  unity  commission. 
Bishop  Ndoricimpa  is  one  of  three  cler¬ 
gymen  on  the  panel.  The  other  two  are 
Roman  Catholics. 

Bishop  Ndoricimpa  said  the  commis¬ 
sion,  like  Burundi’s  newly  appointed  gov¬ 
ernment  cabinet,  is  evenly  divided 
between  Hutu  and  Tutsi  representatives. 
Hutus  make  up  85  percent  of  Burundi’s 
population,  he  said,  Tutsis  14  percent. 
The  remaining  1  percent  are  members  of 
the  Twa  (pygmy)  tribe. 

“Such  a  committee  is  unique  in  Burun¬ 
di’s  history,”  said  the  42-year-old  bishop, 
a  Hutu. 

He  said  he  hopes  the  commission  can 


Study  finds  media  ignore  news  of  religion 


PHILADELPHIA— Item:  Churchgoers 
are  critical  of  newspapers  for  not  paying 
enough  attention  to  religious  life  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  but  churchgoers  have  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  role  of  the  media  than 
some  journalists  give  them  credit  for. 

Item:  The  more  religious  you  are,  the 
more  likely  you  are  to  be  an  avid  reader 
of  daily  newspapers. 

Item:  Journalists  believe  they  do  a  bet¬ 
ter  job  of  covering  religion  in  America 
than  they  did  10  or  15  years  ago. 

These  are  some  conclusions  emerging 
from  an  unusual  15-month  investigation  by 


a  Temple  University  communications  pro¬ 
fessor  into  how  news  media  cover  religion. 

“The  people  in  the  pew  know  what  is 
news  and  what  isn’t  news,”  said  Dr. 
Stewart  M.  Hoover,  a  recognized  author¬ 
ity  on  religious  TV.  He  is  conducting  the 
survey  for  Religious  News  Service, 
which  received  a  $100,000  grant  from  the 
Lilly  Endowment  for  the  project. 

Religious  News  Service  is  owned  and 
operated  by  the  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  the  nation’s  largest-circulation 
Protestant  newsweekly. 

“What  we  are  finding  is  that  churchgo¬ 


ers  understand  the  difference  between 
the  front  page  and  the  church  page,”  said 
Dr.  Hoover,  the  author  of  a  new  book  on 
TV  evangelist  and  former  presidential 
candidate  Pat  Robertson. 

“Even  the  evangelical  Christians— the 
ones  who  theoretically  would  feel  they 
are  most  misunderstood  by  a  secular¬ 
ized,  liberal  media  establishment— are 
pretty  sophisticated  about  this,”  he  said. 

“They  know  the  church  bake  sale 
doesn’t  belong  on  the  front  page.” 

But  the  typical  congregation  member 
does  fault  the  news  media  for  not  provid¬ 
ing  more  information  in  general  about  re¬ 
ligion  as  part  of  their  regular  coverage. 

“One  evangelical  told  us  that  his  local 
newspaper  did  a  pretty  good  job  of  cov¬ 
ering  his  church  on  the  church  page  but 
it  ignored  religion  in  the  rest  of  the  pa¬ 
per,”  said  Dr.  Hoover. 

"He  said,  ‘You  could  read  the  front 
part  of  the  paper  for  a  week  and  not 
know  there  are  any  churches  or  any  reli¬ 
gious  people  living  in  our  area.  Religion 
is  just  not  mentioned.  The  fact  that  there 
is  religion  in  our  community  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  paper  enough.’  ” 

In  addition  to  two  national  surveys  be¬ 
ing  conducted  for  the  project  by  the  Gal¬ 
lup  organization,  Dr.  Hoover  is  directing 
in-depth  studies  of  four  congregations  in 
the  Philadelphia  region:  a  liberal  Protes¬ 
tant  church,  an  evangelical  Assembly  of 
God,  a  black  Protestant  church,  and  a 
suburban  Roman  Catholic  parish. 

The  study  also  includes  interviews 
with  religion  writers  and  editors  at  four 
national  daily  newspapers,  four  small 
dailies  around  the  country  and  at  two 
key  religious  news  bureaus. 

In  discussions  with  media  people,  Dr. 
Hoover  has  found  that  some  journalists 
don’t  fully  understand  what  their  readers 
want  from  their  newspapers. 

"Journalists  feel  that  when  the  reli¬ 
gious  community  complains  about  reli¬ 
gion  coverage,  it’s  because  they  want 
more  promotion  of  their  own  activities,” 
said  the  Temple  professor. 


"And  that’s  not  what  even  the  evan¬ 
gelicals  are  saying. 

"They’re  not  saying  ‘We  want  our 
church  on  the  front  page.'  They're  saying 
Our  church  and  everyone  else’s  church  be¬ 
longs  on  the  church  page.’  But  there  is  a 
religious  dimension  to  contemporary 
American  life  that’s  not  covered  adequate¬ 
ly  in  the  front  section  of  the  paper." 

According  to  Dr.  Hoover,  journalists  rec¬ 
ognize  that  the  religion  beat  has  changed. 

“The  experiences  of  the  past  decade — 
Jimmy  Carter,  the  rise  of  evangelicalism, 
and  religious  ferment— have  illustrated 
the  fact  that  we’re  not  a  secular  society. 

"In  fact,  we’re  a  society  with  secular¬ 
ism  on  the  national  level,  as  a  republic. 
But  underneath  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
sectarian  ferment.  And  that’s  something 
the  press  should  be  covering  and  is  cov¬ 
ering  more  and  more. 

“The  journalists  are  telling  us,  ‘Sure,  10 
or  15  years  ago,  we  didn’t  do  such  a  hot 
job.  But  we  are  doing  better  all  the  time.’  ” 

Another  early  finding  by  Dr.  Hoover: 

“We  haven’t  fully  analyzed  the  data, 
but  it  appears  that  the  more  religious 
you  are— the  more  you  go  to  church  and 
the  more  you  feel  that  religion  is  a  major 
part  of  your  life— the  more  likely  you  to 
be  a  daily  newspaper  reader. 

“Even  for  evangelicals,  there  is  no  rejec¬ 
tion  of  the  secular  press;  they  all  report 
heavy  daily  readership  of  newspapers.” 

He  added  that,  unlike  members  of  the 
other  denominations  being  studied,  evan¬ 
gelicals  supplement  their  newspaper 
reading  with  religious  publications. 

Dr.  Hoover  is  an  assistant  professor  in 
Temple  University’s  Department  of  Ra- 
dio-TV-Film  in  the  School  of  Communi¬ 
cations  and  Theater. 

In  1983  he  was  a  co-investigator  for  a 
major  study  of  religion  and  mass  com¬ 
munication  conducted  by  the  Annenburg 
School  of  Communications  and  the  Gal¬ 
lup  Organization. 

A  final  report  on  his  new  study  of  me¬ 
dia  coverage  of  religion  is  expected  in 
June  1989. 
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Go  Chi  Soh 

A  Japanese  Thanksgiving 


A  thank-you  to  a  host  that  also  has 
a  theological  meaning  was  expressed 
in  a  recent  missive  from  the  Rev. 
Gary  Barbaree,  pastor  of  the  Japa¬ 
nese  United  Methodist  Church  in  Sac¬ 
ramento,  Calif. 

The  phrase,  in  English  characters,  is 
"Go  chiso  sama  deshita,”  pronounced 
GOH  CHI  SO  SAM-ah  DESH-ta. 

Its  basic  meaning,  according  to  Mr. 
Barbaree,  is  "Thank  you,  honorable 
person,  for  all  the  running  around 
you’ve  had  to  do.”  It  commonly  would 
be  said  by  guests  at  the  end  of  a  feast 
or  an  evening  of  entertainment. 

Since  the  phrase  has  several  honor- 
ifics  in  it,  the  Sacramento  pastor  sug¬ 
gested,  it  could  also  be  used  as  a 
prayer  of  thanks  to  God. 

The  ideograms  for  “go  chiso” 
(drawn  here  by  Jonah  Chang  and  tak¬ 


en  from  the  Califomia-Nevada  con¬ 
ference  edition  of  the  Reporter)  have 
the  following  meaning: 

The  kanji  (Japanese  word  for  the 
written  Chinese  character)  “go” 
means  “honorable  person.”  The  kanji 
“chi”  incorporates  the  symbol  for  a 
horse  and  means  "gallop”  in  this  con¬ 
text.  So  the  first  phrase  means,  litera- 
ly,  "honorable  person,  gallop,  run.” 
Translated  farther,  it  means,  “honor¬ 
able  person,  you  ran  and  ran.” 

The  thank  you  of  the  phrase  comes 
from  the  “sama,”  a  form  of  great  po¬ 
liteness,  and  the  "deshita,”  a  verb 
ending. 

“Our  Thanksgiving  vocabulary 
seems  small,"  said  Mr.  Barbaree. 
"Let  us  say,  'Thank  you,  God  for  all 
the  running  around  you  do.  Thank 
you,  God,  for  all  the  Go  chiso.’  ” 
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find  out  why  the  violence  keeps  occur¬ 
ring  and  thus  help  political  leaders  know 
what  mistakes  to  avoid. 

"I  don’t  believe  in  violence,”  he  said. 
“If  our  people  are  going  to  experience 
reconciliation,  they  must  recognize  that 
they  are  brothers  and  sisters  and  that 
God’s  word  must  rule  in  their  lives. 

“That’s  why  I’m  on  the  committee  as  a 
United  Methodist  bishop,  to  say  things 
like  that." 

The  Burundi  church  became  part  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  1984.  It 
lists  25,000  members. 

“But  there  are  35,000  people  in  church 
on  Sunday,”  said  Bishop  Ndoricimpa. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 

‘Kristallnacht’ 

remembered 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— Many 
Christians  remained  silent  50  years  ago 
when  Germany’s  Nazi  government  con¬ 
doned  killings  of  its  Jewish  citizens  and 
wanton  destruction  of  Jewish  property 
during  the  so-called  “Kristallnacht,”  the 
“night  of  shattered  glass.” 

Based  on  that,  the  United  Methodist 
Council  of  Bishops  commended  two  of  its 
own  members  last  week  for  their  leader¬ 
ship  in  seeing  that  the  events  of  that  time 
aren’t  forgotten  and  to  ensure  that  Chris¬ 
tians  “will  never  again  be  silent  in  the 
face”  of  such  atrocities. 

Bishop  Ruediger  R.  Minor,  leader  of 
East  German  United  Methodists,  and 
Bishop  Hermann  L.  Sticher,  leader  of 
West  German  United  Methodists,  led 
their  respective  annual  conferences  in 
producing  a  joint  declaration  on  the  50th 
anniversary  of  "Kristallnacht.” 

The  declaration  called  for  German 
Christians  to  “resist  any  temptation  to 
gloss  over  or  repress  this  guilt-ridden 
past”  and  "to  learn  from  history  that  the 
power  of  faith,  the  confidence  of  hope 
and  the  courage  of  love  may  lead  us  to 
contradiction  and  resistance  within  our 
society  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel.” 

The  three-page  document  also  called 
for  more  intense  efforts  to  promote  un¬ 
derstanding  and  reconciliation  among 
the  world’s  peoples  to  promote  “justice, 
peace  and  the  integrity  of  creation.” 

The  Council  of  Bishops  approved  a  res¬ 
olution  applauding  the  document’s  “sen¬ 
sitive  and  candid  analysis  with  an 
admonition  to  all  within  The  United 
Methodist  Church.” 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


Pension 
board  binds 
S.  African 
investing 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

PITTSBURGH— Directors  of  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church's  biggest  investor 
agency  tightened  policies  against  apart¬ 
heid  in  South  Africa. 

In  a  unanimous  decision  this  month,  the 
32  clergy  and  lay  directors  of  the  General 
Board  of  Pensions  said  that,  effective  im¬ 
mediately.  no  firms  operating  in  South 
Africa  beyond  those  on  an  approved  list 
would  be  eligible  for  investment. 

The  nearly  50  firms  on  the  approved 
list  must  meet  specified  standards  to  re¬ 
main  eligible  for  investments. 

On  June  30.  the  board’s  holdings  in  52 
companies  active  in  South  Africa  totaled 
about  $304.5  million. 

In  a  related  move,  pensions  directors 
instructed  board  staff  members  to  begin 
selling  stock  totaling  more  than  $25  mil¬ 
lion  in  two  international  corporations— 
Royal  Dutch/Shell  and  Imperial  Chemi¬ 
cal.  That  action  was  a  follow-up  to  a  pre¬ 
vious  board  decision. 

Beginning  Jan.  1.  no  more  stock  would 
be  purchased  in  three  U.S.  oil  companies— 
Mobil,  Texaco  and  Chevron,  the  board  de¬ 
cided.  If  these  firms  haven't  withdrawn 
from  South  Africa  by  Dec  31, 1989,  divest¬ 
ment  of  board  holdings  would  begin. 

The  Board  of  Pensions  manages  an  in¬ 
vestment  portfolio  that  had  a  market 
value  of  about  $3  billion  Nov.  10.  The  in¬ 
vestments  cover  retirement  benefits  for 
some  50,000  members  of  the  clergy, 
church  lay  employees  and  beneficiaries. 

The  Rev.  Madge  Floyd,  Pittsburgh, 
said  the  latest  actions  related  to  South 
Africa  are  in  "response  to  the  concerns 
of  (the  board’s)  constituencies"  and  are 
in  keeping  with  the  stance  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  against  apartheid  as 
reflected  in  its  Social  Principles  and  ac¬ 
tions  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 

Ms.  Floyd  is  chairwoman  of  the 
board’s  committee  on  corporate  and  fi¬ 
duciary  responsibility. 

A  tie  vote  in  the  committee  on  whether 
to  present  the  latest  recommendation  to 
the  board  was  broken  by  Ms.  Floyd.  She 
said  such  a  closely  contested  question 
should  be  decided  by  all  the  directors. 

In  another  action  at  its  autumn  meet¬ 
ing,  the  pensions  directors  approved  an 
interest  rate  of  9  percent  for  1988  to  be 
credited  to  accounts  of  individuals  with 
the  board. 

The  directors  approved  an  operating 
budget  of  almost  $14  million  for  1989.  up 
$3.3  million  from  1988. 

Most  of  the  increase  will  cover  salary 
and  fringe  benefits  for  present  staff 
members,  the  expected  addition  of  seven 
professional  and  about  33  support  staff¬ 
ers  and  expenses  incident  to  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  additional  office  space  in  the 
board's  headquarters  city,  Evanston.  Ill. 

The  agency  receives  no  general  church 
funds.  All  operating  expenses  come  from 
its  portfolio. 


CLASSIFIED 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap¬ 
proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste 
canvas).  Catalog  $1  Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO.  Mary 
Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/ board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill,  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co.  CA  94109  (415)673-6768. 

FREE  INFORMATION  ON:  ENERGIZING 
Family  Ministries.  Family  Education  Enter¬ 
prises,  2320  E.  Lincoln  Dr..  Phoenix.  AZ  85016. 
Phone:  (602)  955-8554. 

DIRECTOR  OF  ADMISSIONS.  ILIFF  SCHOOL  of 
Theology  seeks  a  qualified  professional  to  devel¬ 
op  and  implement  a  program  of  recruitment.  Ad- 

letter  and  resume  including  three  references  by 
December  1.  1988  to:  Office  of  the  Dean.  Iliff 
School  of  Theology.  2201  South  University  Boule¬ 
vard,  Denver.  CO  80210.  EOE  employer. 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 
your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free  ser¬ 
vice  to  churches  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service,  Dept  18,  PO  Box  36,  Huntington, 
WV  25706-0036. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  and  Chris- 
tian  Education  position  available  January,  1989 
Contact  First  United  Methodist  Church  by  Decem¬ 
ber  1st.  P.O.  Box  279.  Boynton  Beach,  FL  33425. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O  Boxu55712,  Dept  R. 
Jackson.  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1300  +  membership  suburban  church  in  Clearwa- 
ter,  Florida.  Salary  is  negotiable.  "Logos"  experi¬ 
ence  desired.  Send  resume  and  references  to: 
Search  Committee.  2045  Drew  Street.  Clearwater, 
FL  34625. 

1875  8-RANK,  1 -MANUAL /PEDAL  Marklove 
Tracker  organ,  restored  1988.  Ideal  for  small  church 
or  chapel.  >26,500  FOB  Troy,  NY.  (518)  273-2974. 

LAY  ASSOCIATE  WITH  EXPERIENCE  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music,  education,  youth,  administrative 
assistant.  Seeking  position  with  evangelical 
minded,  mid-sized  church.  Prefer  central  states. 
(918)782-2274. 

THE  UNIVERSITY'S  NEW  SCHOOL  OF  Theology 
and  Religious  Studies  now  offers  structured  non- 
residential  programs  leading  to  the  award  of  certif¬ 
icates.  bachelor's,  master's,  and  doctoral  degrees 
Special  executive  DD  and  STD.  and  church  music 
programs  now  also  available.  To  obtain  the  school's 
new  special  catalog,  call  or  write  Fairfax  Universi¬ 
ty  (Theology  Programs),  2900  Energy  Centre.  New 
Orleans,  LA  70163.  Tel:  (504)  585-7303. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES  sought  by 
2000  +  member  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Odessa,  Texas.  Experience  desired,  salary  negotia- 
ble,  excellent  facilities.  Send  resume  with  refer¬ 
ences:  Rev.  Charles  Crutchfield.  415  N.  Lee. 
Odessa,  TX  79761. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 

CONFERENCE  STAFF  POSITION  (lay  or  clergy) 
in  youth  ministry  and  camping  being  created  by 
West  Michigan  Annual  Conference.  Position  de¬ 
signed  to  work  V>  time  in  support  of  local  church 
youth  ministries,  'A  time  in  conference  camping 
program  beginning  June  1,  1989.  Job  description 
available.  Applications  and  resumes  requested  by 
January  15,  1989.  All  communications  to:  Person¬ 
nel  Committee,  c/o  Dr.  John  Francis.  Council  Di¬ 
rector.  P.O.  Box  6247,  Grand  Rapids,  Ml 
49516-6247.  Phone  (616)459-4503. 

Worship.  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FOR  SALE:  GEHA  MIMEOGRAPH  MACHINE 
and  supplies.  Good  working  condition  >500  or 
best  offer.  Emmanuel  United  Methodist  Church, 
2336  S.  9th  St.,  Allentown,  PA  18103.  Telephone 
(215)  797-1571  or  (215)  797-4708. 

MEMORIALS  OF  THE  WESLEYS  from  their 
home  town  of  Epworth  Quality  pottery,  clear 
glazed,  unique  design,  1988  limited  edition:  bust- 
John,  >35;  concave  plate-  John  and  Charles,  >35; 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL.  16  days, 
six  cities  in  Qiina,  May  16-June  1,  1989.  For  bro¬ 
chure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills.  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

Wesley  bell,  >40;  loving  cup,  >40;  chalice,  >42  50. 
Price  delivered  to  your  door  Satisfaction  guaran¬ 
teed.  Remittance  with  order.  Only  from;  Wesley 
Collection.  22  High  Street,  Epworth,  Doncaster, 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  >145  week. 
>450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138.  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 

COME  TO  THE  MAJESTIC  COLORADO  Rock¬ 
ies".  Stay  with  us!  Camps,  retreats,  work  camps, 
family  reunions,  etc  Programming  resource 
staff  and  excellent  rates  available.  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Conference,  c/o  Kevin  Witt,  Box  38,  Wood- 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu¬ 
lations,  estates.  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808. 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 

DEAD  SEA  SCROLLS:  A  PERSONAL  ACCOUNT. 
John  Trever  Narrative  style,  documented.  Avail¬ 
able  for  contribution  (>10  or  more)  to  School  of 
Theology,  DSS  Project.Claremont,  CA  91711. 
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Trinity  UMC:  New  flames  from  dying  embers 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— The  last  time  downtown 
Denver's  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  was  called  a  “church  aflame,"  it 
literally  was. 

On  an  early  April  morning  in  1966, 
Trinity’s  education  building  burned. 

The  adjoining  sanctuary  was  threatened, 
but  three  firemen  spent  an  entire  day  and 
night  spraying  water  on  the  old  stone  walls. 
In  the  end,  even  the  church’s  remarkable 
stained  glass  windows  were  saved. 

Now  100  years  old,  the  landmark  church 
is  the  backdrop  for  a  129-year-old  congre¬ 
gation  aflame  with  life  and  growth. 

Urban  church  doom  predicted 

Trinity’s  resurgence  is  particularly  in¬ 
teresting.  During  the  same  year  of  the 
fire— 1966— a  report  from  United  Method¬ 
ist-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  said:  “It  is  quite  improb¬ 
able  that  the  downtown  churches  will  ever 
re-establish  themselves  as  great  congrega- 
tionally  based  preaching  centers.” 

Trinity  UMC  was  exactly  the  type  of 


The  Rev.  James  Barnes 
.  .  .  trilling  to  tcork 


Yet  Mr.  Barnes  expresses  ambiva¬ 
lence:  “We’ve  got  it  whipped  today.  But 
not  tomorrow." 

His  counsel  for  other  ministers  taking 
on  a  troubled  church:  "Be  willing  to  lis¬ 
ten.  Be  willing  to  get  the  best  advice.  Be 
willing  to  work." 

With  help  from  Mr.  Schaller,  three 
full-time  assistant  ministers  and  one 
part-time  intern,  two  secretaries,  a  full¬ 
time  music  director,  and  a  wife  who 
cleans  out  church  closets  and  tends  the 
exterior  landscaping,  Mr.  Barnes  has  un¬ 
questionably  worked. 

Something  offered  for  everyone 

This  team  has  prodded  Trinity  into  of¬ 
fering  something  for  everyone. 

On  Sunday  mornings,  for  example,  the 
church  directory  lists  22  Sunday  school 
options,  including  the  Pastor’s  Class, 
which  regularly  attracts  100  people. 

Among  them  is  at  least  one  attorney 
who  argues  with  the  minister. 

"If  you  don’t  take  literally  that  adul¬ 
tery  is  the  only  grounds  for  divorce,"  the 
lawyer  asked  on  a  recent  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing,  "what  other  teachings  of  Christ  are 
you  willing  to  throw  out?” 

The  minister  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven 
before  replying  that,  in  his  experience, 
"99.9  percent"  of  Christ’s  teachings  re¬ 
main  relevant  today. 

"I  think  you  have  to  deal  with  the 
tough  questions  in  life,"  Mr.  Barnes  said 
later.  “I’m  not  here  to  get  people  to 
agree  with  me.” 

The  beautiful  building  attracts  people 
who  work  and  live  downtown.  A  strong 
music  program— including  perfor¬ 
mances  by  the  Denver  Chamber  Orches¬ 
tra— is  further  lure. 

Three  active  singles  groups  attract  youn¬ 
ger  people,  the  widowed  and  divorced. 

"Singles  are  coming  to  this  church  in 
droves,"  said  Robert  Z.  Carlisle,  diaconal 
minister  of  discipleship.  He  noted  that 
almost  half  of  those  who  joined  as  new 
members  in  1987  were  single. 

Children  use  the  chapel  for  their  own 
15-minute  Sunday  worship  service.  And 
Mr.  Barnes  presides  over  many  weddings 
("I  do  my  own  rehearsals”),  baptisms, 
and  funerals,  which  further  cement  the 
parish-pastor  ties. 

Most  important,  Mr.  Barnes  said,  “You 
have  to  give  them  something  so  they  go 


away  spiritually  fulfilled.” 

No  problem  there.  His  sermons  re¬ 
ceive  rave  reviews. 

But  he’s  an  administrator,  too,  and 
among  the  decisions  during  his  tenure  at 
Trinity  was  an  agreement  to  sell  some  of 
Trinity’s  "air  rights”  to  Bramalea  Inc., 
of  Canada. 

Denver  law  ties  the  allowable  height 
of  new  buildings  to  the  amount  of  prop¬ 
erty  owned  by  a  developer.  In  1981  Bra¬ 
malea  owned  land  adjoining  Trinity  and 
wanted  to  increase  its  surface  holdings 
to  develop  its  property. 

In  exchange  for  surface  rights  to  the  lot 
occupied  by  Trinity’s  rebuilt  education 
building,  Bramalea  agreed  to  raze  that 
building,  construct  in  its  place  a  two-story 
underground  annex  to  the  church,  restore 
some  of  historic  Trinity’s  facilities  and  en¬ 
dow  the  church  with  $2  million.  , 

Money  remains  problem 

That  increased  the  church’s  financial 
stability,  but  money  remains  a  problem. 
Only  75  percent  of  the  budget  is  under¬ 
written  by  pledges,  and  this  year  the 
church  has  hired  an  outside  consultant  to 
interview  and  solicit  help  from  Trinity’s 
top  50  givers. 

But  if  giving  isn’t  meeting  expecta¬ 
tions,  membership  loyalty  excels. 

“I  live  25  minutes  from  the  church,” 
said  Georgene  Buzarde,  a  Sunday  school 
activist.  “Every  Sunday,  rain  or  snow, 
we  get  into  that  car,  and  we  haul  all  the 
way  over  there. 

"And  we  have  these  meetings  at  night, 
and  we  get  in  the  car,  and  we  drive  all  the 
way  down  there  and  all  the  way  back.” 

Like  Mrs.  Buzarde,  many  of  the 
church’s  far-flung  members  are  gener¬ 
ous  with  their  time. 

For  example,  volunteers  assist  daily  in  a 
church-sponsored  job  placement  service 
called  “Turnabout."  It  attempts  to  find  jobs 
for  Denver’s  chronically  unemployed. 

Turnabout,  the  brainchild  of  Trinity’s 
church  and  society  commission,  is  situat¬ 
ed  in  the  city’s  only  day  shelter  for  street 
people. 

“It  puts  us  right  in  the  heart  of  people 
who  are  homeless  in  this  city,”  Mr.  Car¬ 
lisle  said. 

Mr.  Carlisle  enjoys  good  lay  support 
for  his  aggressive  evangelism  program. 
Each  first-time  visitor  who  signs  a  fel- 
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DENVER— Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  was  exactly  the  type  of 
church  for  which  a  gloomy  future  was  predicted  in  1966  by  a  report  from 
United  Methodist-related  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 


lowship  card  at  Sunday  morning  service 
receives  a  call  from  a  layperson  Sunday 
night.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Carlisle  and  Mr. 
Barnes  send  that  person  a  letter.  Later  in 
the  week,  Mr.  Carlisle  makes  a  follow-up 
phone  call. 

This  every-person-counts  approach  is 
reflected  in  the  weekly  staff  meeting, 
too.  The  ministers  worry  about  who’s  in 
the  hospital  and  whether  new  members 
are  slipping  through  the  cracks. 

To  figuratively  set  a  church  afire  is 


one  thing;  now  they  brood  over  how  to 
fan  the  flame. 

“The  Church  Aflame"  series  features 
United  Methodist  congregations  of  all 
sizes  that  are  growing  numerically, 
shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the  de¬ 
nomination's  financial  obligations  and 
offering  outstanding  ministries  in  their 
communities. 

Rita  Healy,  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman,  lives  in  Golden.  Colo. 
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"downtown  church”  for  which  the  report 
was  predicting  a  gloomy  future. 

From  a  handful  of  frontier  worshipers 
gathered  under  cottonwood  trees  in  1859, 
Trinity  had  grown  to  3,846  members  in 
1956  and  was,  by  all  accounts,  “a  great 
preaching  center.” 

Then  began  a  decline.  The  neighbor¬ 
hood  changed.  Members  moved  to  the 
suburbs,  triggering  a  long,  steady  ero¬ 
sion  of  the  congregation.  The  church’s 
fiscal  health  deteriorated. 

The  fire  severely  cramped  the 
church’s  program.  For  instance,  when 
Sunday  school  classes  tried  to  regroup 
without  an  education  building,  they 
found  only  one  small  bathroom  in  the 
basement  of  the  sanctuary. 

A  financially  motivated  decision  was 
made  to  close  the  church’s  weekday  se¬ 
nior-citizen  center,  and-  Denver  newspa¬ 
pers  published  photographs  of  senior 
citizens  weeping  and  comforting  each  oth¬ 
er.  The  poignant  pictures  captured  the 
mood  of  the  inner-city  church’s  decline. 

Memberships  slips  to  1,045 

When  the  Rev.  James  E.  Barnes,  new¬ 
ly  appointed  senior  pastor,  saw  his 
charge  conference  finish  cleaning  the 
rolls  in  1980,  membership  was  a  shaky 
1,045,  the  lowest  since  1913. 

But  in  1980.  instead  of  continuing  its 
decline,  Trinity  took  in  91  new  members. 
The  downward  trend  was  reversed.  The 
Rev.  Lyle  E.  Schaller,  a  UM  minister  and 
consultant  on  church  growth  and  parish 
management,  called  the  turnaround  “A 
Miracle  at  Eighteenth  &  Broadway.” 

Today  Trinity’s  membership  ap¬ 
proaches  2,000. 

Darby  Smith,  chairman  of  Trinity’s  fi¬ 
nance  committee,  offers  a  more  compli¬ 
cated  description  than  Mr.  Schaller  for 
the  congregation’s  new  life:  "the  mem¬ 
bers'  determination  that  Trinity  would 
live  and  breathe;  the  coming  to  Trinity  of 
Jim  Barnes  and  his  enthusiastic  and  spir¬ 
ited  leadership;  and  the  programs  and 
outreach  that  have  been  a  part  of  his 
leadership  at  the  church.” 


the  church  today 


Society  of  St.  Andrew  feeds  the  hungry 
with  potatoes  rejected  by  processors 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  ministry  that  provides  direct  food 
relief  while  addressing  problems  of  food 
waste  is  a  project  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Advance. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  is  a  world  hun¬ 
ger  ministry  located  in  Big  Island,  Va. 

The  society  was  started  in  1979  by  two 
couples — The  Rev.  Kenneth  C.  Horne  Jr 
and  his  wife.  Jean,  and  the  Rev  Ray  A. 
Buchanan  and  his  wife,  Mary— to  re¬ 
spond  to  hunger  needs.  The  two  men  are 
clergy  members  of  the  Virginia  Annual 
Conference. 

At  a  cost  of  less  than  4  cents  per 
pound,  the  society  salvages  discarded, 
though  nutritious,  produce  for  food 
banks,  Native  American  reservations 
and  other  agencies  working  with  the 
poor  and  the  hungry.  The  food  is  donated 
by  farmers  and  food-processing  firms. 

The  society  takes  its  name  from  the 
one  of  Jesus’  disciples,  Andrew,  who  was 
always  introducing  others  to  the  Lord. 
The  four  points  of  Andrew’s  cross  sym¬ 
bolize  the  four  major  thrusts  of  the  orga¬ 
nization’s  ministry. 

The  Potato  Project  is  the  oldest  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  society.  Started  in  1983,  the 
project  continues  to  salvage  and  distrib¬ 
ute  large  volumes  of  potatoes  and  yams. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


They  are  donated  to  the  society  because 
they  don’t  meet  size  or  shape  standards 
for  commercial  processing. 

During  the  first  three-quarters  of  1988, 
the  Potato  Project  delivered  12.14  mil¬ 
lion  pounds  of  food  to  America’s  needy  in 
33  states  and  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Harvest  of  Hope  is  a  gleaning/Bible 
study  program  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew 
started  in  1985  for  senior  high  youth  and 
young  adults. 

Participants  glean  produce  like  squash, 
watermelon,  cantaloupe,  cabbage,  corn, 
cucumbers  and  potatoes  left  in  the  fields 
after  harvest.  At  the  same  time,  they 
study  ways  to  eliminate  hunger. 


G.  Jeffery  Allen,  director  of  Harvest 
of  Hope,  said  that  some  325  participants 
gleaned  160,000  pounds  of  produce  this 
year  during  events  in  Texas,  Louisiana 
and  Virginia. 

The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  Press, 
started  in  1986,  produces  publications 
about  hunger. 

International  hunger  programs  began 
in  1987.  The  Society  has  shipped  potatoes 
to  the  Dominican  Republic  and  Mexico 
and  potato  seedlings  to  Jamaica.  The  So¬ 
ciety  is  also  planning  a  trip  to  Kenya 
next  year  to  take  seed  potatoes  to  an  ag¬ 
ricultural  school  supported  by  the  Meth¬ 
odist  Church  of  Kenya. 

Mrs.  Buchanan  said  that  during  No¬ 
vember  and  December,  she  receives  hun¬ 
dreds  of  calls  “from  people  who  want  to 
help  give  loads  of  potatoes  to  the  needy 
for  Thanksgiving  and  Christmas.” 

"It’s  good  that  people  want  to  feed  the 
hungry  during  Thanksgiving  and  Christ¬ 
mas,”  she  said.  “But  we  have  food  to 
give  away  every  day  of  the  year.  We  just 
need  ways  to  distribute  the  food  to 
hungry  people.” 

Mr.  Buchanan  added  that  a  $100  gift  to 
the  society  through  The  Advance  for 
Christ  and  His  Church  can  distribute 
10,000  servings  of  otherwise  wasted  pota¬ 
toes  through  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew. 

Gifts  to  the  Society  of  St.  Andrew  can 
be  sent  via^ny  annual  conference  trea¬ 
surer  and  designated  to  Advance  No. 
801600-0. 

UM  publisher 
to  buy  land 
for  new  site 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— Construction  will  begin 
next  summer  on  a  consolidated  warehouse 
and  shipping  facility  for  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  with 
the  possibility  of  moving  the  entire  opera¬ 
tion  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

The  General  Board  of  Publication, 
which  governs  the  publishing  house,  ap¬ 
proved  purchase  of  33  acres  in  an  office 
and  industrial  center  about  five  miles 
from  the  current  downtown  headquar¬ 
ters  during  the  board’s  fall  meeting. 

The  agency  is  the  official  publisher, 
printer  and  distributor  for  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

In  other  action.  Robert  K.  Feaster, 
president  and  publisher,  said  the  firm 
ended  fiscal  year  1988  with  total  net 
sales  of  more  than  $83  million,  about  $2.4 
million  ahead  of  1987  but  $2.3  million  be¬ 
low  budget. 

Mr.  Feaster  blamed  the  net  loss  of  $1.05 
million— the  first  since  1974,  when  the 
shortfall  was  $526,765— on  upfront  money 
paid  out  for  new  projects,  such  as  the 
Cokesbury  Satellite  Television  Network 
and  the  “Disciple"  audiovisual  Bible  study. 

He  predicted  hymnal  sales  and  more  ef¬ 
ficient  operations  will  improve  the  publish¬ 
ing  house’s  economic  outlook  next  year. 

According  to  board  chairwoman  Anita 
J  Burrous  of  Peru.  Ind.,  construction  of 
a  100,000-square-foot  facility  is  to  begin 
next  summer  on  consolidated  warehous¬ 
ing  and  shipping  facilities. 


Former  ‘Upper  Room’  editor 
heads  communications  agency 
NASHVILLE— A  bishop  who  once  edit¬ 
ed  "The  Upper  Room”  devotional  maga¬ 
zine  will  head  the  United  Methodist 
communications  agency  for  the  next 
four  years. 

Bishop  Rueben  P.  Job  (Iowa  Area)  was 
elected  president  of  the  General  Com¬ 
mission  on  Communication,  which  gov¬ 
erns  United  Methodist  Communications. 

He  served  as  world  editor  of  "The  Up¬ 
per  Room,”  a  publication  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  from  1982  until  his 
election  to  the  episcopacy  in  1984. 

Mary  Silva,  a  laywoman  from  San  An¬ 
tonio,  Texas,  was  elected  vice  president 
of  the  40-member  commission.  James  W. 
Lane,  a  layman  from  North  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  will  serve  as  commission  secre¬ 
tary. 

ABC-TV  plans  to  carry 
UM  Christmas  service 
NASHVILLE— A  United  Methodist 
worship  service  will  help  many  TV  view¬ 
ers  begin  Christmas  Day  this  year. 

ABC-TV  plans  to  telecast  the  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  service  from  Boston  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Tulsa,  Okla., 
officials  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  announced  last  month. 

The  hourlong  telecast  is  scheduled  to 
begin  at  11:30  p.m.  EST  Dec.  24. 

Oldest  living  member 
of  UMC  dies  at  117 
GLEN  BURNIE,  Md.— Emma  Broad¬ 
water  Hankins  Thomas,  believed  to  be 
the  oldest  living  United  Methodist  at  age 
117,  died  Nov.  4  at  the  Maryland  Manor 
nursing  home  in  Glen  Burnie. 

The  funeral  was  at  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Patapsco  Park,  Md., 
where  she  was  a  member. 
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Mrs.  Thomas,  who  was  known  affec¬ 
tionately  as  "Miss  Emma,”  grew  up  in 
Anne  Arundel  County.  Md.  (see  UMR, 
Sept.  2.)  She  had  12  children  and  was 
married  twice. 

UM  agency  asking  companies 
to  get  out  of  South  Africa 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) — In  its  continu¬ 
ing  attempt  to  persuade  U.S.  companies 


to  refuse  to  do  business  with  South  Afri¬ 
ca.  the  United  Methodist  world  mission 
agency  is  refiling  shareholders’  resolu¬ 
tions  to  that  effect. 

The  resolutions,  filed  with  other  groups 
this  fall  through  the  Interfaith  Center  on 
Corporate  Responsibility,  will  resurface 
during  the  companies’  annual  meetings 
next  spring,  according  to  Timothy  H. 
Smith,  the  center’s  executive  director. 
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WASHINGTON— Ecumenical  volunteers  from  the  Council  of  Churches  of 
Greater  Washington  shovel  potatoes  rejected  by  a  potato  chip  factory  into 
boxes  and  bags  for  distribution.  The  Society  of  St.  Andrew  gives  these  pota¬ 
toes  to  the  hungry,  through  United  Methodist  gifts  to  the  Advance. 


The  Best  News  Since 
General  Conference! 


The  1988  Book  of  Discipline  and  Book  of  Resolutions  arc  hot  off  the  press.  Just 
released,  the  new  editions  incorporate  actions  of  the  1988  General  Conference. 

You’ll  want  to  have  these  two  volumes  immediately  to  be  up-to-date  on  the  latest 
developments  in  United  Methodism. 

"United  Methodist  laity  and  clergy  need  to  own  and  use  The  Book  of  Discipline. 
Growing  familiarity  with  it  provides  a  good  understanding  of  the  nature  of  our 
denomination  .  .  .  and  the  common  vision  of  Christian  mission  which  our  people 
share.” — H.  Claude  Young,  Vice  President  of  Publishing,  The  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House 

Book  of  Discipline  (English),  navy  blue  cloth. 

AO 1-036976 . 9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  8.95 

Book  of  Discipline,  Deluxe  Edition,  black  bonded  leather  binding. 

A01 -03700 X .  17.95 

The  Book  of  Resolutions  1988  contains  all  resolutions  and  positions  from  the  1988 
General  Conference.  The  1988  Edition  is  arranged  by  topic  instead  of  according  to 
a  chronological  arrangement  by  quadrennium  as  in  past  editions.  All  church  leaders 
need  this  volume! 

Book  of  Resolutions  (English),  navy  blue  Kivar. 


A01 -037379 . 7.95 

Save  2.95  when  you  buy  both! 

Book  of  Discipline/Book  of  Resolution  Set 

C08-229867 .  14.95 

Available  in  April,  1989: 

Book  of  Discipline  (Spanish) 

A01 -036992 . 9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  8.95 

Book  of  Discipline  (Korean) 

A0 1-036984 . 9.95 

6  or  more,  each,  8.95 


Satisfaction  guaranteed !  Prices  subject  to  change.  Add  sales  tax  where 
applicable.  Transportation  extra. 
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Making 

Faith 


Concrete 


This  Sunday  will  be  the  second  Sunday  in  Advent.  Last  Sunday  the  focus 
was  hope;  this  Sunday  it  will  be  faith. 

Faith  is  said  to  be  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things 
unseen.  Jesus  taught  us  that  faith  is  not  a  static  condition.  Faith  was  imaged 
by  our  Lord  as  mustard  seed  growing  into  mighty  trees.  Our  faith  is  nurtured 
by  participation  in  a  community  of  faith  through  worship  and  study;  by  Bible 
study,  solitude  and  prayer,  and  by  our  witness  to  Christ  in  word  and  deed. 

As  1  think  about  faith  and  its  fruits,  I  cannot  remain  abstract.  Just  as  God’s 
love  became  concrete  in  the  birth  of  a  baby,  so  our  faith  “lives”  in  our 
routines  and  ragged  edges  of  existence. 

I  think  of  a  Methodist  Men’s  meeting  where  a  few  members  sat  over  coffee 
and  pie  and  dreamed  of  a  hospital.  Now,  20  years  later,  all  Louisiana  United 
Methodists  can  be  proud  of  our  healing  ministry  through  Pendleton  Memorial 
Methodist  Hospital. 

I  think  of  a  young  man  whose  commitment  is  acted  out  as  he  volunteers  his 
daily  off-work  hours  to  build  a  director’s  house  at  the  Lake  Charles  District 
Camp. 

I  think  of  my  first  official  function  as  a  bishop.  In  late  July,  I  was  a  delegate 
to  the  World  Methodist  Faith  Conference  in  Vienna,  Austria.  I  was  invited  to 
assist  with  communion  during  the  closing  worship.  I  stood  with  Bishop  Franz 
Schafer  of  Switzerland,  Bishop  Hermann  Sticher  of  West  Germany  and  Bishop 
Ruediger  Minor  of  East  Germany  as  the  Lord’s  Prayer  was  lifted  simulta¬ 
neously  to  God  in  17  different  languages.  Six  hundred  people  participated 
from  four  continents,  people  from  free  nations  and  from  countries  in  the 
Communist  block.  Each  person  came  forward  to  receive  a  piece  of  the  bread 
of  life  and  to  drink  from  one  common  cup.  Faith  calls  us  to  stretch  beyond  our 
comfortable  narrow  provincialism  and  recognize  that  the  family  of  God 
includes  all  races,  nationalities,  and  political  philosophies. 

It  is  faith  which  brings  all  of  us  together  in  the  name  of  Christ  and  pushes 
each  of  us  to  continued  growth. 


Sharing  Our  Faith  Helps 
Others  IdJuJUu'staiid 

¥.  -.  T--  '-■■■-  . 

Editorial  Assistant's  Note:  This  is  the  last  article  of  five  on  church  and  education 
by  Conference  Director  of  Education  Ministries,  Larry  Lewis. 

This  is  the  fifth  and  final  article  on  the  ten  aims  of  Christian  Education  as  they  re¬ 
late  to  the  goal  of  education.  The  Foundations  for  Teaching  and  Learning  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church  states  that:  “The  Fundamental  Goal  of  Christian  Education 
is  the  development  of  Christian  faith  and  discipleship." 

Aim  number  eight  is  “to  serve  as  faithful  stewards  of  the  gifts  of  God’s  creation.” 
All  that  we  have  was  created  by  God.  It  belongs  to  God.  The  world  is  simply  ours  to 
use,  as  temporary  tenants.  But  we  have  a  responsibility  to  use  our  resources  in  a  re¬ 
sponsible  way  —  whether  the  resources  are  land,  food,  talents,  families,  or  a  long  list 
of  others. 

We  are  facing  new  opportunities  for  using  resources.  We  are  also  beginning  to  see 
the  mistakes  made  by  past  generations.  Part  of  our  response  in  faith  and  discipleship 
is  to  face  the  issue  of  being  God’s  stewards  in  the  1980’s  and  beyond.  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  has  the  responsibility  to  challenge  persons  of  all  ages  and  to  help  them  struggle 
with  the  complex  issues  involved  here.  This  cannot  be  done  alone.  We  need  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  community  of  faith  as  we  make  our  response. 

Aim  nine  is  “to  join  with  non-Christians  in  working  toward  common,  human  goals.” 
We  have  readily  acknowledged  the  need  to  communicate  with  other  Christians,  but 
we  have  ignored  the  tremendous  potential  involved  in  dialogue  with  non-Christians. 
God  is  the  God  of  the  entire  universe.  It  is  our  responsibility  to  share  with  all  of  God’s 
creatures.  For  in  that  dialogue,  we  will  break  down  walls  and  affirm  common  under¬ 
standings. 

Through  the  church  school  we  can  learn  about  other  faiths  and  cultures.  This  will 
not  only  help  in  the  unity  of  the  world,  but  it  will  help  us  understand  who  we  are  as 
Christians.  It  is  my  hope  that  the  world  will  one  day  be  unified.  If  this  is  God’s  will, 
then  dialogue  is  a  necessity. 

The  final  aim  is  “to  communicate  our  Christian  faith  clearly  and  persuasively  to 
others.  As  Christians,  we  have  Good  News  to  share.  How  can  we  be  quiet?  One  of  the 
primary  aims  of  Christian  education  is  to  help  persons  understand  their  faith  —  to 
develop  their  faith  —  so  that  it  can  be  seen  in  discipleship.  Our  faith  needs  to  be  so 
much  a  part  of  us  that  it  is  seen  in  every  aspect  of  our  lives.  Our  greatest  witness  is 
the  way  we  live. 

But,  we  also  need  the  skills  to  communicate  our  faith.  We  need  some  grasp  of  the 
skills  for  interpreting  our  faith  to  others.  This  does  not  mean  forcing  our  beliefs  upon 
them.  But,  it  does  mean  sharing  the  joys  of  our  faith  so  that  they  can  be  understood 
by  others. 

This  is  done  through  the  Sunday  School,  both  as  teacher  and  learner.  We  learn  — 
develop  —  our  faith  and  the  skills  for  relating  it.  But,  we  also  practice  the  communi¬ 
cation  of  our  faith  as  we  share  together  in  class  or  teach  children  and  youth.  There  is 
an  old  adage  which  states  that  we  never  understand  something  until  we  are  able  to 
teach  it.  And,  we  never  fully  comprehend  the  importance  of  our  faith  until  we  share 
it  with  someone  else.  For  it  is  through  the  sharing  that  our  faith  really  comes  alive. 


In  Memoriam 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Washington 

Rev.  Charles  L.  Washington,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  on 
November  3,  1988.  Services  were  held  Wednesday,  November  9  at  Camphor 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.  Rev.  Washington,  who  was 
60  at  the  time  of  his  death,  is  survived  by  two  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was 
pastor  of  Scott  United  Methodist  Church  in  Port  Allen. 

Hazel  M.  Beck 

Hazel  M.  Beck,  wife  of  retired  Louisiana  Conference  minister  Leo  Lonnie 
Beck  of  Springhill,  died  November  7,  1988.  Services  were  held  Wednesday, 
November  9.  Mrs.  Beck  was  70  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold 

Rev.  Tracy  R.  Arnold,  a  member  of  the  Louisiana  Conference,  died  Monday, 
November  21,  1988  of  a  heart  attack.  Rev.  Arnold,  57.  was  Pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 

A  memorial  service  was  conducted  Wednesday,  November  23,  at  2  p.m.  at 
First  UMC  in  Alexandria.  Rev.  Arnold  is  survived  by  his  wife,  a  son  and  a 
daughter. 


Please  note 

Inside  you  will  find  a  special  page  on  Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital,  and  a  supplement  on  Methodist  Health  System  Travel 
Program. 


PARTNERS  IN  MINISTRY  —  Pictured  above  is  the  group  of  lay  people  of  Noel 
Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport  working  on  the  Opportunities  for  Service  booklet  used 


More  Than  Money 

In  an  unusual  service  at  Noel  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport, 
money  was  not  the  focal  point!  Instead,  Noel  members  committed  their  time  and  God 
given  talents  to  support  the  church. 

On  Covenant  Sunday,  250  members  walked  to  the  altar  and  dropped  commitment 
cards  into  baskets.  On  these  cards,  they  designated  the  areas  in  which  they  are  work¬ 
ing  as  well  as  other  areas  where  they  would  like  to  become  “partners  in  service.” 
Cards  are  still  coming  into  the  church  office.  Members  who  were  unable  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  covenant  service  will  have  an  opportunity  to  present  their  cards  later. 

The  first  step  toward  this  innovative  plan  was  taken  months  ago  at  a  Council  on 
Ministries  Meeting  with  the  naming  of  an  Opportunities  for  Service  Committee.  Its 
responsibility  was  to  compile  a  list  of  jobs  necessary  for  running  the  church  pro¬ 
grams,  their  importance  to  the  church,  job  descriptions,  the  time  frame  each  re¬ 
quires,  talents  to  be  used  and  developed,  training  provided,  and  the  benefits  partners 
gain  from  performing  these  services. 

Department  heads  were  given  forms  to  fill  out,  listing  all  the  jobs  performed  by 
the  laity  in  their  areas  of  service.  When  the  information  came  back  to  the  committee 
members,  even  they  were  overwhelmed  at  the  number  of  hours  and  the  variety  of 
talents  required  to  support  Noel’s  programs. 


Bishop  Oden  Announces 
Changes  in  Appointments 


C.  Michael  Roberts  from  Calhoun-Beu- 
lah-Indian  Village  Charge,  Ruston  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  the  Cotton  Valley-Pleasant 
Valley  Charge  in  the  Ruston  District,  ef¬ 
fective  November  1, 1988. 

Calhoun-Beulah-Indian  Village 
Charge,  Ruston  District,  to  be  supplied, 
as  of  November  1, 1988. 

David  F.  Fortuna  from  Vidalia 
Charge,  Monroe  District,  to  Associate 
Minister,  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport, 
Shreveport  District,  effective  December 
1, 1988. 

Vidalia  UMC,  Monroe  District,  to  be 
supplied  as  of  December  1,  1988.  Dale  E. 
Branch  from  Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live 
Oak-Mary’s  Chapel  Charge,  New  Or- 
leans-Slidell  District,  to  LaHarpe- 
Thompson  Charge,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  effective  December  1, 1988. 

Eddie  Francis  from  Welsh,  Jones-Mal- 
lalieu-Trinity  Charge,  Lake  Charles  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Live 
Oak-Mary’s  Chapel  Charge,  New  Or¬ 
leans-Slidell  District  effective  December 
1, 1988. 

Welsh,  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity 
Charge,  Lake  Charles  District,  to  be  sup¬ 
plied,  as  of  December  1, 1988. 

Robert  Williams  from  Hartzell-Ray 
Avenue  Charge,  New  Orleans-Slidell  Dis¬ 
trict,  to  Scott  Chapel-Shiloh  Charge,  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Lafayette  District,  effective 


January  1, 1989. 

Hartzell-Ray  Avenue  Charge,  New  Or¬ 
leans-Slidell  District,  to  be  supplied,  as 
of  January  1, 1989. 

Douglas  E.  Milliron  from  the  Grayson- 
Kelly  Charge,  Monroe  District,  to  Moor- 
ingsport-Oil  City  Charge,  Shreveport 
District,  effective  January  1, 1989. 

Louis  Redden  from  Associate  Minis¬ 
ter,  Lea  Joyner  Memorial  UMC,  Monroe, 
Monroe  District,  to  Grayson-Kelly 
Charge,  Monroe  District,  effective  Janu¬ 
ary  1, 1989. 

Charles  B.  Roper  from  Love  Chapel- 
Haughton  Charge,  Shreveport  District  to 
Samaritan  Counseling  Center,  Shreve¬ 
port,  Shreveport  District,  effective  Janu¬ 
ary  1, 1989. 

John  H.  La vo  from  Greenwood-Betha- 
ny  Charge,  Shreveport  District,  to  Love 
Chapel-Haughton  Charge,  Shreveport 
District,  effective  January  1, 1989 

John  Van  Dickens,  III,  from  Associate, 
Noel  Memorial  UMC,  Shreveport, 
Shreveport  District,  to  Greenwood-Beth- 
any  Charge,  Shreveport  District,  effec¬ 
tive  January  1, 1989. 

Ted  D.  Freeland,  Elder  in  Full  Connec¬ 
tion,  from  the  Memphis  Conference,  to 
Associate  Minister,  First  UMC,  Baton 
Rouge,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District 
effective  January  1, 1989. 


in  their  stewardship  emphasis. 
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Around  the  Conference 


A  TRAIMIMG  EYEMT  IFOR  1LOCAE 
ITMIXE®  METMOBIST  EEABERS 


ENJOYING  LUNCH  —  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Samuel  DuBois  Cook  recently  hosted  a  wel¬ 
coming  luncheon  for  Bishop  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Oden  in  the  President’s  Dining 
Room  on  the  Dillard  University  campus.  Pictured  are:  1.  to  r.,  Mrs.  Cook,  Mrs.  Oden, 
Bishop  Oden,  and  President  Cook.  « 


University  Church,  Lake  Charles 


Baton  Rouco-llammond 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 


Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Christ  Church,  Shreveport 


Trinity  Church,  Rustoi 


Trinity  Church,  Alexandria 


AL.L.  mviilus  —  Education  Sunday  was  onserved  with  the  children  assisting  in 
the  morning  services  at  Gonzales  UMC.  Pictured  with  Rev.  Ken  Jacocks,  pastor, 
are:  1.  to  r.,  Chris  Francis,  Janna  Stafford,  and  Jennifer  Prewitt  who  assisted  with 
the  offering,  and  Shannon  Stafford  at  top  left,  liturgist.  At  top  right  is  Becky  Cambre 
who  read  the  minutes. 


I - Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Members  of  Louisiana  Memorial  UMC 
in  Opelousas  recently  enjoyed  hearing 
its  new  four  and  five  year  old  choir  sing 
for  the  first  time.  The  children  did  a  fan¬ 
tastic  job.  The  older  children’s  choir  also 
recently  participated  in  a  worship  ser¬ 
vice.  Louisiana  Memorial  is  extremely 
proud  of  these  children.  Rev.  Cliff  C. 
Wright  Jr.  is  pastor. 


Centenary  UMC,  Franklinton,  recent¬ 
ly  held  a  dedication  ceremony  for  its 
new  stained  glass  window.  Families  and 
friends  were  invited  to  be  a  part  of  this 
significant  event  in  the  life  of  Centenary. 
The  designer  and  artist  of  the  window 
was  on  hand  to  share  his  creation  with 
the  congregation.  Pictures  showing  the 
different  stages  of  the  window’s  develop¬ 
ment  were  on  display.  Rev.  Willis  W. 
Dear  is  pastor. 


Noel  Memorial  UMC  in  Shreveport  is 
thinking  about  Christmas.  Again  this 
year  Noel  will  give  Christmas  baskets  to 
those  who  are  in  need.  More  will  be  an¬ 
nounced  regarding  the  program  at  a  lat¬ 
er  date,  but  until  then,  the  church  asks 
that  persons  begin  collecting  the  follow¬ 
ing:  gifts,  toys,  toilet  articles,  new  and 
used  clothing,  and  candy.  Dr.  Charles  B. 
Simmons  is  pastor. 


Judy  Holt,  Flo  Parker,  and  Alice 
Mucher  of  Trinity  UMC  in  Alexandria, 


attended  the  October  8  District  UMW 
Annual  Meeting  and  LEOT  Training  at 
Nolley  Memorial  UMC  in  Jena.  Judy 
Holt  received  the  annual  “Incentive 
Award”  for  non-District  officer  partici¬ 
pation  in  1988.  Judy  was  also  elected 
District  Treasurer  for  1989.  Trinity  says 
congratulations!  Rev.  William  Willis 
is  pastor. 

Hartzell  Mount  Zion  UMC  of  Slidell 
celebrated  Christian  Education  Day  Sep¬ 
tember  25  with  Mrs.  Phyllis  Porter  Eden 
as  the  guest  speaker.  The  theme  was 
“We  Have  a  Story  to  Tell.”  Rev.  Randall 
E.  Campbell  is  the  pastor. 

•  *  * 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  Stew¬ 
ardship  and  Finance  Commission  of 
Springhill  UMC,  its  Administrative 
Board  approved  for  the  fifth  year  a  pro¬ 
gram  for  raising  funds  for  1989  that  will 
make  each  member  responsible  for  his 
own  pledge.  November  13  was  officially 
set  as  Loyalty  Sunday  in  which  each 
member  of  the  congregation  was  asked 
to  bring  his  Estimate  of  Giving  Card  to 
the  altar  for  dedication.  Letters  went  out 
from  the  church,  detailing  the  program 
and  also  enclosed  a  pledge  card  for  each 
family.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is 
pastor. 

•  •  • 

The  December  meeting  of  the  Men’s 
Club  of  Lakeview  UMC  in  Shreveport 
will  be  held  December  6  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  West  (Greenwood  and 


Monkhouse).  This  is  the  group’s  Christ¬ 
mas  party  and  the  wives  are  the  special 
guests.  Rev.  Douglas  L.  Cain  is  pastor. 


First  UMC  in  Minden  held  its  U.C.A.P. 
Banquet  Thursday,  November  17.  The 
meeting,  which  took  place  in  the  eve¬ 
ning,  was  held  at  the  First  Baptist 
Church  Dining  Room  in  the  Family  Life 
Center.  Guest  speaker  for  the  event  was 
Ronnie  Laughlin  and  special  music  was 
provided  by  The  Angels  of  Greater  St. 
Paul  Church  and  Minden  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  Youth  Choir.  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Burgess  is  pastor. 

*  #  • 

The  UMW  of  First  UMC  in  Houma 
have  begun  their  annual  fund  raiser  to 
furnish  needy  children  in  the  community 
with  a  brand  new  pair  of  shoes  for  the 
winter.  Over  the  years,  the  UMW  has 
been  able  to  help  children  in  Houma  and 
Dulac  through  generous  donations.  The 
children  are  even  given  the  delight  of 
choosing  their  own  shoes.  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  Jr.  is  pastor. 

•  •  • 

First  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  congratu¬ 
lates  LSU  student  Travis  Paul  Groves. 
Groves  is  a  tenor  in  the  Motet  Choir  and 
has  been  the  recipient  of  many  honors 
during  his  young  career,  the  most  recent 
being  the  top  award  from  Mobile  Opera 
Company.  This  award  carries  a  sizable 
cash  award  as  well  as  a  standing  role 
with  the  company.  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 


is  pastor  at  First  UMC. 

•  •  • 

The  K-6th  grade  children  of  First 
UMC  in  Ponchatoula  enjoyed  a  Hallow¬ 
een  Party  on  Sunday,  October  30,  at  the 
home  of  Pauline  and  Harold  Corkern.  A 
special  thanks  is  sent  out  to  the  MYF  for 
planning  games  and  the  scavenger  hunt. 
The  children  also  enjoyed  a  hayride  and 
roasting  hot  dogs  and  marshmallows. 
Thanks  also  go  to  all  of  the  parents  who 
participated  by  sending  food.  It  was  tru¬ 
ly  a  fun  time  for  all.  Rev.  William  I.  Eu¬ 
banks  is  pastor. 

The  Cherub  Choir  and  the  Promises  of 
First  UMC  of  LaPlace,  have  really  had  a 
workout  with  singing  two  Sundays  and 
their  successful  Halloween  parties.  Work 
is  in  progress  now  for  the  Christmas 
Cantata  to  be  held  December  11  at  6:00 
p.m.  with  a  Birthday  Party  for  Jesus  to 
follow.  Rev.  John  E.  Scarf  is  pastor. 


The  Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
will  celebrate  its  40th  Anniversary  with 
a  special  service  Sunday,  December  11. 
Bishop  William  B.  Oden  will  give  the  ser¬ 
mon  with  Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  New 
Orleans-Slidell  District  Superintendent, 
and  former  pastors  taking  part  in  the 
worship  service.  A  noon  meal  and  pro¬ 
gram  will  follow.  Members,  former 
members,  and  friends  of  the  church  are 
invited  to  attend.  Dr.  Alan  Dee  Einsel 
the  present  pastor. 
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THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


DECEMBER  2,  1988 


Bishops’  renewal  plans  take  a  wrong  turn 


Evening  hymns  are  ‘redemptive’ 


Has  an  initiative  to  revitalize  United 
Methodism  taken  a  wrong  turn? 

We  fear  so  based  on  plans  recently  un¬ 
veiled  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  for  a 
churchwide  emphasis  on  “Vital  Congre¬ 
gations— Faithful  Disciples”  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  25). 

At  first  glance,  the  plan’s  center- 
piece— a  pastoral  letter  and  study  docu¬ 
ment  developed  by  the  bishops— appears 
sound.  This  approach  is  modeled  after 
the  bishops’  widely  acclaimed  1986  ini¬ 
tiative,  “In  Defense  of  Creation,”  dealing 
with  the  threat  of  nuclear  weapons. 

.  Following  that  success,  a  number  of 
bishops  raised  a  logical  question:  Why 
not  devote  similar  energy  to  an  effort  to 
revitalize  local  churches  across  our  nu¬ 
merically  declining  denomination? 

Hence  the  upcoming  emphasis  began 
evolving,  including  plans  for  a  church- 
wide  convocation  in  1990  during  which 
the  pastoral  letter  and  study  document 
will  be  released  to  the  church. 

In  light  of  United  Methodism’s  steady 
membership  decline,  we’re  reluctant  to 
criticize  any  effort  to  breathe  new  life 
into  it.  That  reluctance  is  compounded 
by  our  basic  agreement  with  the  bish¬ 
ops’  recognition  that  denominational  re- 


Elsewhere  in  this  issue  the  Reporter 
begins  a  three-part  series,  “Just  Like 
Us."  dealing  with  ministry  to  people  who 
are  mentally  retarded. 

We  consider  this  series  particularly 
timely  and  noteworthy. 

It  was  sparked  by  a  letter  to  the  Re¬ 
porter  from  Beverly  Coffman  of 
Sunnyvale,  Texas.  Her  son.  Dale,  is  se¬ 
verely  retarded. 

In  her  letter,  Mrs.  Coffman  wrote  that 
she  and  her  family  would  like  to  remain 
members  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  However,  they  had  found  few 
congregations  offering  programs  that 
would  meet  her  son’s  special  needs. 

Mrs.  Coffman’s  final  question— "Just 
what  does  the  United  Methodist  Church 
offer?”— led  the  Reporter  into  four 
months  of  research  with  church  leaders 
and  experts  on  mental  retardation. 

We  were  surprised  by  our  findings  in 
three  respects. 

First,  we  discovered  a  wider  incidence 
of  mental  retardation  in  the  general  pop¬ 
ulation— 6  million  people,  90  percent  of 


newal  must  begin  with  renewal  in 
millions  of  Individuals  worshiping  in 
thousands  of  local  congregations. 

However,  the  approach  outlined  at  the 
bishops’  recent  meeting  in  Georgia  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  a  two-fold  flaw:  In  its 
method  and  in  the  method’s  underlying 
assumption,  namely,  that  study  is  the 
key  to  renewed  spiritual  vitality. 

Such  an  approach  was  effective  for 
dealing  with  the  issue  of  nuclear  arms. 
The  primary  goal  then  was  to  promote  in¬ 
creased  understanding  and  awareness  of 
a  complex  social  and  political  problem 
from  a  Christian  perspective. 

That  same  approach  is  not  likely  to  be 
effective  for  promoting  spiritual  renew¬ 
al  among  individuals  and  congregations. 
In  fact,  just  the  opposite  is  likely.  For 
large  numbers  of  people,  nothing  could 
be  more  spirit-killing  than  studying  a 
document  about  spiritual  renewal. 

Missing  from  the  bishops’  plans  is  a  rec¬ 
ognition  that  motivation  is  at  least  as  cru¬ 
cial  as  right  ideas  in  producing  renewal. 

Why  is  the  church  growing  rapidly  in 
parts  of  the  world  where  the  majority  of 
church  members  lack  formal  education 
and  material  resources?  Highly  motivat¬ 
ed  leaders  motivate  members  on  the  ba- 


whom  are  only  mildly  affected— than  we 
had  assumed. 

Second,  inquiries  regarding  United 
Methodism’s  ministries  showed  that 
gratifying  numbers  of  congregations  and 
annual  conferences  are  reaching  out  to 
people  who  are  retarded. 

Third,  further  research  revealed,  how¬ 
ever,  that  consistent  local-church  minis¬ 
try— for  spiritual  nurture,  Christian 
education  and  fellowship  for  those  with 
retardation— is  generally  lacking  in  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

We  encourage  you  to  read  this  series 
beginning  this  week  and  in  the  next  two 
issues  of  the  Reporter.  As  you  read,  focus 
on  your  own  congregation’s  attitude  to¬ 
ward  people  who  are  retarded.  Ask  your¬ 
self  and  others  the  following  questions: 

Do  you  and  others  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion  see  mentally  retarded  people  as  li¬ 
abilities  to  be  avoided? 

Or  do  you  see  them  as  they  are— peo¬ 
ple  created  in  the  image  of  God,  just  like 
us? 


The  Council  of 
Bishops  recent¬ 
ly  unveiled 
plans  for  revi¬ 
talizing  UM 
congregations. 
Missing  from 
the  plans,  how¬ 
ever,  is  recogni¬ 
tion  of  a  vital 
element  for 
producing  spiri¬ 
tual  renewal. 


sis  of  a  personal  relationship  with  God 
that  is  reinforced  by  a  relationship  with 
other  similarly  committed  Christians. 

Motivational  elements  for  revitalizing 
the  church  include  at  least  the  following: 

/ A  conviction  that  the  Christian 
message  is  true  and  relevant  to  life.  If 
deep  down  we  lack  that  conviction,  no 
amount  of  study  will  renew  our  spirits. 

/ A  forthright  recognition  of  human 
sinfulness  and  a  corresponding  recogni¬ 
tion  that  a  healing  relationship  with  God 
is  the  only  basis  for  meaning  and  pur¬ 
pose  in  life.  The  good  news  of  God’s  love 
does  not  make  sense  apart  from  the  bad 
news  of  the  human  condition  without  God. 
Our  flawed  wills  and  imperfect  motiva¬ 
tions  lead  us  on  a  path  to  self-destruction 
until  we  learn  to  entrust  our  lives  to  God. 

S Compelling  examples  of  others  liv¬ 
ing  in  relationship  to  God.  The  adage, 
“I’d  rather  see  a  sermon  than  hear  one,” 
applies.  We  who  urge  renewed  spiritual  vi¬ 
tality  must  be  credible  examples  of  same. 

S A  challenge  in  all  aspects  of  life- 
mental,  physical,  relational  and  spiritu¬ 
al— to  distinguish  oneself  as  a  Christian 
living  as  part  of,  but  not  subservient  to, 
the  prevailing  culture.  At  the  root  of  a 
person’s  spiritual  hunger  is  the  need  to 
exchange  the  “old  creature”  for  a  “new 
creature.”  Adequate  reason  for  change 
does  not  exist  if  the  life  of  faith  does  not 
differ  significantly  from  societal  norms. 

We  hope  our  bishops  will  find  explicit 
ways  to  incorporate  these  and  other  mo¬ 
tivational  elements  in  their  plans  for  re¬ 
vitalizing  the  church.  Otherwise,  they 
are  likely  to  produce  a  document  that  is 
thoughtful  and  theologically  orthodox, 
but  that  seems  irrelevant  to  most  church 
members,  and  that  reinforces  what  the 
bishops  hope  to  reverse. 


To  the  Editor. 

Phil  Giles’  Nov.  11  “Here  I  Stand"  col¬ 
umn  on  the  loss  of  "evening  hymns”  is 
accurate  and  insightful. 

A  major  portion  of  my  own  religious 
history  is  tied  to  Sunday  night  services, 
youth  camps  and  evening  lake-side  wor¬ 
ship  settings.  These  were  indeed  events  of 
local  church  “communal  time”  for  re¬ 
freshment  and  renewal  of  the  frayed  spirit 
that  needed  trimming  around  the  edges  to 
be  ready  for  the  next  week’s  witness. 

I  could  wonder  only  if  the  Hymnal  Com¬ 
mittee  considered  the  increasing  number 
of  Saturday  night  worship  services  that 
now  appear  to  meet  the  demands  of  a 
"pressure  cooker”  society?  I  doubt  it.  It  is 
likely  that  the  current  theological  purists 
have  had  their  way  with  the  new  hymnal. 

I  wondered,  too,  if  they  asked  the  ques¬ 
tion:  Why  has  the  Cokesbury  Hymnal 
continued  to  be  in  demand  in  the  face  of 
the  1964  Hymnal?  I  suspect  there  is  here 
reflected  some  oversight  of  the  grass 
roots  in  the  local  church. 

There  is  a  level  of  need  and  a  quality  of 
feeling  response  that  come  at  the  close  of 
a  day  that  give  the  Holy  Spirit  opportuni¬ 
ty  that  is  not  really  present  at  8  a.m.  or 
10:45  a.m.  “Jesus,  give  the  weary,  calm 
and  sweet  repose.  With  thy  tenderest 
blessing,  May  our  eyelids  close.” 

Sentimental?  Perhaps.  Meaningless?  No. 
Redemptive  for  the  spirit?  No  doubt  of  it. 

Richard  J.  Detweiler 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

Bewilderment  is  revealing 

To  the  Editor: 

It’s  hardly  reassuring  to  read  of  the 
bewilderment  of  the  former  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  president  over  that  divi¬ 
sion’s  long-term  fiscal  mismanagement 
(see  UMR,  Oct.  28). 

Does  he  really  expect  a  mismanaging 
staff  to  highlight  its  chronic  deficit 
spending  in  “fire  and  brimstone”  presen¬ 
tations  to  the  overseeing  directors? 

His  revelation  of  inadequate  oversight 
by  the  directors  helps  us  to  understand 
why  agency  staffs  are  able  to  flaunt 
their  autonomy  and  fund  their  radical 
political  causes  in  defiance  even  of  the 
General  Conference. 

It  doesn’t,  however,  provide  the  need¬ 
ed  specifics  or  answer  the  many  ques¬ 
tions  raised  by  several  years  of  serious 
financial  mismanagement. 

Harold  Haskins 
Puyallup,  Washington 


A  particularly  noteworthy  series 


My  Witness 

We  need  to  remember  singles  during  Advent 


By  DAVID  R.  LaROE 

It  was  the  first  Sunday  in  Advent  a  few 
years  ago.  I  arrived  at  church  and 
walked  into  the  office  as  I  usually  do  on 
Sunday  mornings. 

Richard,  my  pas¬ 
tor  at  the  time, 
greeted  me  wearing 
his  “I  need  you  to  do 
something"  grin. 

“OK.  Richard. 

What’s  up?”  I  asked 
warily. 

"I  would  like  you 
to  light  the  third  candle  in  Advent,"  he 
responded  in  his  can’t-say-no  voice. 

“Sure,  but  isn’t  that  usually  a  family 
thing?”  I  replied. 

“Yes,  but  I  thought  it  was  due  time  for 
us  to  recognize  our  single  members,  es¬ 
pecially  during  the  Christmas  season,” 
he  said  with  his  usual  insightfulness. 

As  the  days  passed,  I  began  to  give  se¬ 
rious  thought  about  representing  the  sin¬ 
gle  members  of  our  congregation. 

“Christmas  and  families  do  seem  to  go 
hand  in  hand,”  I  thought.  How  many 
times  have  I  heard,  “Without  children, 
Christmas  is  just  not  the  same,"  or 
“Christmas  is  great  for  kids"  from  my 
single  friends  and  acquaintances. 
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I  probed  a  little  deeper  into  my  own 
emotions  concerning  the  Yuletide  sea¬ 
son.  I  am  single,  well-supported  by  a  lov¬ 
ing  family  and  friends  and  an  active 
participant  in  a  wonderful  church  com¬ 
munity. 

Yet,  there  was  a  sense  of  something 
missing— not  loneliness  exactly  but 
more  a  feeling  of  separation. 

It  is  as  if  I  were  outside  a  window 
looking  in  upon  a  festive  party  complete 
with  carols,  tree,  stockings  and  mistle¬ 
toe.  At  first  glance  I  can  share  in  the  re¬ 
sounding  joy  that  radiates  from  within.  A 
smile  forms,  but  soon  the  upward  curl  of 
my  lips  begins  a  downward  turn.  A  touch 
of  sadness  causes  a  tiny  tear  to  fall.  I 
wonder  why? 

Maybe  it  is  the  intimacy  surrounding 
the  birth  of  baby  Jesus  that  magnifies 
parenthood.  Perhaps  it  is  the  electricity 


ever  so  present  in  little  children.  Or  it 
could  be  just  our  innermost  need  to  share 
.love  that  seems  to  push  the  family  to  the 
fore  at  Christmastime. 

Nonetheless,  I  did  uncover  a  tinge  of 
one  outside,  very  close,  nose  pressed 
against  the  window  pane. 

As  I  lit  the  third  Advent  candle,  I 
thought  about  the  many  single  people 
who  face  this  holiday  time  without  the 
support  of  family,  friends  and  a  church 
community.  If  I  could  feel  a  cold  touch 
of  aloneness  with  all  my  supporting  love, 
what  must  it  be  like  for  them? 

I  offered  these  words  to  my  congrega¬ 
tion:  “I  light  this  candle  on  behalf  of  the 
single  persons  of  our  church  and  on  be¬ 
half  the  countless  other  single  persons 
who  will  face  this  Christmas  season 
alone.  I  ask  all  of  you,  especially  those  of 
you  with  immediate  families,  to  remem¬ 


ber  in  your  holiday  prayers  those  who 
stand  alone.  Give  mighty  thanks  to  God 
for  love  and  family,  for  they  are  gifts 
from  heaven  above." 

As  I  returned  to  my  seat,  I  prayed, 
"Let  this  be  the  year  in  which  many  sin¬ 
gle  persons  will  be  welcomed  and  feel  at 
home  in  United  Methodist  churches 
around  the  world  to  find  what  I  have 
found:  Love!  Amen.” 

"My  Witness”  is  a  column  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  David  R.  LaRoe  is  pastor  of 
Glendale  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ev¬ 
erett.  Mass.  (Southern  New  England  An¬ 
nual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article  for 
consideration  ( two  typed,  double-spaced 
pages  maximum  length)  to  “My  Wit¬ 
ness."  United  Methodist  Reporter.  P.O. 
Box  660275,  Dallas.  Texas  75266-0275. 


Here  I  Stand 

Our  silence  on  GE  boycott  raises  questions 


By  DANA  K.  HORRELL 
Some  time  before  my  wife  and  I  cut  up 
our  Shell  credit  cards  in  response  to  the 
General  Conference 
boycott  action,  an¬ 
other  boycott  came 
to  my  attention. 

For  more  than  two 
years,  INFACT,  the 
group  that  success¬ 
fully  waged  the  Nes¬ 
tle  boycott,  has  been 
quietly  building  a 
new  campaign.  It  is  aimed  at  persuading 
General  Electric  Company  that  GE’s 
longtime  involvement  in  the  promotion 
and  production  of  nuclear  weapons  is  no 
business  for  a  company  that  claims,  “We 
bring  good  things  to  light." 

Until  now,  INFACT’s  campaign  has 
merited  little  attention  from  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Perhaps  it  is  still  too 
early  in  what  may  prove  to  be  a  pro- 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse— -of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“All  Scripture  is  inspired  by  God 
and  profitable  for  teaching,  for  re¬ 
proof,  for  correction  and  for  training 
in  righteousness.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  1  Timothy  6:10) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  4 
Monday:  Psalm  126 
Tuesday:  Malachi  3:1-4 
Wednesday:  Malachi  3:5-12 
Thursday:  Philippians  1:3-11 
Friday:  Philippians  1:12-18 
Saturday:  Luke  3:1-6 
Sunday:  Luke  3:7-14 


traded  campaign.  Perhaps,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  simply  too  controversial. 

A  little-known,  troubling  fact 

After  all,  to  arrive  at  the  decision  to 
boycott  GE  requires  that  one  acknowl¬ 
edge  a  little-known  yet  troubling  fact 
about  the  arms  race:  It  is  fueled  by  ag¬ 
gressive  political  lobbying  techniques 
that  amount  to  corporate  advertising  for 
the  nuclear  weapons  dollar. 

One  indication  of  this  fact  is  that  GE,  a 
major  weapons  maker,  utilizes  a  full-time 
lobbying  staff  of  120  in  Washington,  D.C. 
Though  this  may  not  seem  like  much  for 
the  U.S.’s  third  largest  corporation,  consid¬ 
er  for  a  moment  that  Exxon,  which  is  even 
larger,  employs  a  staff  of  only  13.  Exxon, 
however,  is  not  a  weapons  maker. 

These  facts,  and  others  like  them,  are 
still  reeling  in  my  head  after  recently  fin¬ 
ishing  INFACT’s  130-page  fact  book  enti¬ 
tled,  "INFACT  Brings  GE  To  Light.”  The 
questions  the  book  raises  are  troubling. 

What  does  it  mean? 

What  does  it  mean  for  our  country 
when  its  third  largest  corporation  is  also 
its  fourth  largest  weapons  maker? 

What  does  it  mean  when  a  name  that  I 
have  associated  with  quality,  durability 
and  safety,  and  whose  products  I  have 
bought  for  years  (think  of  the  light 
bulbs!)  has  been  using  profits  from  my 
purchases  to  build  neutron  “triggers"  for 
every  U.S.  nuclear  weapon? 

And  what  does  it  mean  that  GE  makes 
critical  components  for  more  nuclear 
weapons  systems  than  any  other  corpora¬ 
tion,  including  (on  the  short  list)  the  B-l 
bomber,  the  MX,  Poseidon  and  Minuteman 
missiles,  as  well  as  the  Trident  submarine? 

It  means  that  the  issue  of  corporate 
responsibility  has  at  last  come  home  to 
me,  and  in  a  most  unsettling  way. 

The  overwhelming  approval  of  the  Bish¬ 
op’s  Pastoral  Letter  on  Peace  can  only 
mean  that  most  United  Methodists  are 
very  much  in  favor  of  peace.  When  the 
Letter  was  read  on  the  floor  of  my  Annual 
Conference  three  years  ago,  it  was  greeted 
with  a  thunderous  standing  ovation. 

However,  when  I,  as  a  member  of  the 


our  conference’s  Board  of  Church  and 
Society,  introduced  a  resolution  at  annu¬ 
al  conference  to  boycott  GE,  it  was 
greeted  in  the  three  legislative  subsec¬ 
tions  with  resounding  disapproval. 

One  person  asked  me  why  we  were 
picking  on  GE.  Another  one  declared 
that  INFACT  had  gone  off  the  deep  end. 

We’re  all  in  favor  of  peace,  it  seems, 
yet  we’re  afraid  of  the  ways  that  make 
for  peace.  We’re  all  for  peace  in  the  ab¬ 
stract,  but  when  it  gets  too  specific, 
we’re  afraid. 

Are  we  afraid? 

We  all  approve  of  the  principles  of  the 
bishops’  peace  letter  but  when  it  comes 
to  implementing  those  principles,  we’re 
afraid. 

What  the  INFACT  boycott  comes 
down  to  is  economic  democracy.  Its  pre¬ 
mise  is  that  we  live  in  a  political  democ¬ 
racy  in  which  the  votes  we  cast  at  the 
ballot  box  make  a  difference.  We  live  in 
an  economic  democracy  in  which  the 
things  we  buy,  from  light  bulbs  to  refrig¬ 
erators,  help  to  shape  public  policy. 

For  Christians,  a  further  premise  is 
significant,  namely,  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
be  concerned  about  these  public  matters, 
particularly  when  the  life  of  th^planet 
hangs  in  the  balance. 

I  think  it  is  clear  that  despite  the  Nes¬ 
tle  boycott,  the  General  Board  of  Pen¬ 
sions  protests,  and  the  Shell  boycott,  our 
church  has  not  yet  reached  a  consensus 
on  corporate  responsibility  and  the 
church’s  role  in  advocating  for  it. 

I  can  only  hope  that  the  new  guidelines 
for  initiating  or  joining  an  economic  boy¬ 
cott,  approved  by  the  1988  General  Con¬ 
ference,  will  help  us  to  move  closer  to 
such  a  consensus. 

In  the  meantime,  I  am  left  wondering 
what  those  two  and  one-half  million  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  already  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  the  General  Electric  boycott 
must  think  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  silence  on  the  issue. 

The  Rev.  Dana  K.  Horrell  is  associate 
pastor  of  Community  Church  United 
Methodist  in  Brookfield.  III.  (Northern  Il¬ 
linois  Annual  Conference). 


THE  W0LE 
WE  ARE  TO  SOW 
THE  -SEED  Of  GOV6 
W0RP  IN  PEOPLE'S 
HEARTS 


MOST  OF  US 
WANT  INSTANT 
RESULT* 


dor  after  we  sow 

THE  SEEP  WE  MdST 
LEAVE  THE  RESULT* 
TO  OOP 


Deaconess  history  reviewed 

To  the  Editor: 

As  a  deaconess  my  first  appointment 
was  as  a  rural  worker  in  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  Annual  Conference.  Later  I  also 
served  as  the  executive  of  the  office  of 
what  is  now  known  as  “church  and  com¬ 
munity  ministry”  in  the  National  Pro¬ 
gram  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

From  that  background,  I  think  the 
Nov.  4  article  regarding  commission  of 
missionary  personnel  needs  a  corrective. 

The  program  of  rural  work  in  agricul¬ 
tural  areas  was  begun  under  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Council  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church,  South,  in  1892  with  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  deaconess  Willene  Henry  in 
the  Jonesboro  District  of  the  North  Ar¬ 
kansas  conference  and  of  Bessie  Brand  in 
the  North  Mississippi  conference. 

Those  first  deaconesses  were  appointed 
as  “rural  workers.”  That  title  was  later 
changed  to  “town  and  country  workers" 
and  still  later  to  the  present  term  of 
“church  and  community  worker.” 

Throughout  the  years,  whatever  the  ti¬ 
tle  of  the  job,  the  vast  majority  of  those 
serving  have  been  people  commissioned 
as  deaconesses.  That  signifies  they  had 
the  required  professional  expertise— plus 
at  least  one  year  of  specialized  training 
including  Bible,  theology  and  church  poli¬ 
ty— and  had  satisfactorily  completed  at 
least  one  year  of  work  experience  before 
their  commissioning. 

Later,  as  men  began  to  serve  in  the  pro¬ 
gram,  they  were  commissioned  as  home 
missionaries,  signifying  their  relationship 
to  the  total  church— a  parallel  relation¬ 
ship  to  that  of  the  deaconess. 

It  has  been  only  in  very  recent  years 
that  an  increasing  number  of  people 
were  appointed  to  serve  in  this  area  of 
ministry  in  what  had  in  earlier  years 
been  know  as  “employed  worker”  status 
but '  without  having  met  the  additional 
qualifications  for  commissioning  as  dea¬ 
conesses  or  home  missionaries. 

Thus  the  article’s  statement  that  the 


commissioning  in  November  “marked 
the  first  time  that  church  and  communi¬ 
ty  workers  . . .  serving  in  the  U.S.  have 
been  granted  official  missionary  status” 
fails  to  recognize  the  historical  record. 

In  fact,  several  people  who  had  been 
serving  as  church  and  community  workers 
were  also  commissioned  as  missionaries 
at  the  spring  meeting  of  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  March  1988. 

It  is  important  to  keep  in  mind  that 
deaconess  is  an  office  of  the  general 
church. 

The  current  practice  of  commission¬ 
ing  personnel  as  “missionaries”  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
doesn’t  provide  the  relationship  to  the 
wider  church.  Appointments  are  consid¬ 
ered  term  appointments  and  are  limited 
to  positions  related  only  to  the  board. 

Betty  Letzig 
New  York,  New  York 

Article  praised,  corrected 

To  the  Editor: 

On  behalf  of  the  Methodist  Hospital  in 
Houston,  I  want  to  thank  the  United 
Methodist  Reporter  and  Associate  Editor 
Cynthia  Astle  for  two  excellent  articles 
on  the  good  works  being  done  at  our  hos¬ 
pital  (see  UMR,  Oct.  28). 

The  two  articles  superbly  captured  the 
essence  of  The  Methodist  Hospital.  As 
your  articles  pointed  out,  we  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  providing  excellent  patient 
care  and  service  and  dedicated  to  ad¬ 
vancing  knowledge  through  medical  re¬ 
search  and  medical  education. 

We  would  like  to  ask  for  one  correc¬ 
tion.  Mark  Wallace,  senior  vice  president 
of  the  Patient  Services  Division,  was  in¬ 
correctly  identified.  As  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Mr.  Wallace  is  responsible  for  all 
patient  care  activities  and  leads  54  sepa¬ 
rate  departments  with  4,200  employees. 

Again,  thank  you  for  visiting  us  in  Hous¬ 
ton  and  giving  us  the  opportunity  to  show 
you  why  The  Methodist  Hospital  is  known 
as  one  of  the  top  hospitals  in  the  country. 

Brenda  Koch 
Houston,  Texas 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Wise  words:  Better  to  obey 
than  to  say  ‘I’m  sorry’ 


“Mommy!” 

That  name  rings  out  about  once  every 
15  seconds  around 
our  house.  There  are 
days  when  I’m  sorely 
tempted  to  change 
my  name  to  “Fred.” 

I  also  suspect 
there  are  times  when 
Sean  would  like  to 
call  his  mother 
something  other  than 
"Mommy.”  Our  kindergartener,  once  a 
cuddly  tot,  has  now  “graduated”  to  the 
realization  of  just  how  stuffy  parents  can 
be. 

Lately  Sean  has  taken  to  muttering 
“Good  grief!”  under  his  breath  when  told 
for  the  umpteenth  time  to  pick  up  his 
clothes/toys/books/games/etc. 


downfall  of  a  nation  occurs  when  God  be¬ 
comes  a  deity  to  be  appeased  rather  than 
to  be  obeyed.” 

The  significance  of  Ms.  Dozier’s  re¬ 
mark  struck  me  with  new  force  as  I 
hugged  our  little  boy  forgivingly  before 
he  went  off  to  complete  his  chores. 

I  appreciated  afresh  that  one  of  my 
greatest  responsibilities  as  a  Christian  par¬ 
ent-part  of  my  own  “lay  ministry"  if  you 
will— is  to  teach  our  son  the  joy  of  obedi¬ 
ence  to  God  through  the  teachings  of  Jesus. 

“And  though  the  Lord  give  you  the 
bread  of  adversity  and  the  water  of  af¬ 
fliction,  yet  your  Teacher  will  not  hide 
himself  any  more,  but  your  eyes  will  see 
your  Teacher.  And  your  ears  shall  hear  a 
word  behind  you,  saying,  ‘This  is  the 
way,  walk  in  it _ ”’  (Isaiah  30:20-21). 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Cynthia  Astle 


The  last  time  that  happened,  my 
"mother  tape”  went  into  fast-forward. 

“How  many  times  do  I  have  to  tell  you  to 
do  this?"  I  asked,  exasperated. 

“I’m  sorry,  Mom,”  he  said  contritely. 

I  responded,  “It’s  better  to  obey  than 
to  say,  ‘I’m  sorry.’  ” 

In  that  instant,  I  heard  in  my  memory 
the  forceful  voice  of  Verna  Dozier,  an 
Episcopalian  author/lecturer  who  gave 
the  keynote  address  at  the  recent  Nation¬ 
al  Convocation  on  the  Ministry  of  the  La¬ 
ity  in  Boston. 

“To  obey  is  better  than  to  sacrifice,” 
Ms.  Dozier  told  the  assembly.  “The 


TRAVELING  SEMINAR  TO 
THE  PHILIPPINES 

March  31-Aprll  19, 1989 

Visit  Manila,  Mountain  Province,  Cebu 
and  Mindanao. 

Host  is  NCC  of  Philippines. 

Leaders:  Robert  E.  Reber  and  James  Palm 

Contact  Auburn  Theological  Seminary 
3041  Broadway 
New  York,  NY  10027 
(212)  662-4315. 


New  From  Abingdon 

For  more  than  30  years,  D.L.  Dykes,  Jr,,  has 
preached  each  Sunday  morning  to  a  television 
audience  of  more  than  100,000  people.  Now  he 
brings  his  colorful,  thought-provoking  style  to  the 
pages  of  The  Power  of  Love. 

Exploring  the  dynamic  ways  that  love  can 
transform  our  lives,  D.L.  Dykes,  Jr.,  discusses: 

•  Five  ways  to  express  love 

•  Some  tests  for  true  love 

•  Male  and  female-the  art  of  loving 

•  Is  love  always  the  answer? 

“The  Power  of  Love  will  change  forever  the  way  you  look 
at  yourself,  other  people,  and  the  world  around  you. 
When  you  have  turned  the  final  page,  you  will  under¬ 
stand  how  to  unleash  love's  incredible  power  In  every  di¬ 
mension  of  your  life."  Abingdon  Press  CM8-332052  $12.95 


Alternate  View  Network  500  Common  Street 

1-800-446-7442  Shreveport,  LA  71101 
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Methodist  Health  System  Travel  Program 

Begins  Second  Season 
1989  Tour  Schedule 


Registration  information 

For  more  information  and  prices,  please  complete  the  portion  below: 


NAME:  _ 

ADDRESS: 
CITY: _ 


.  STATE: . 


ZIP:_ 


Trip  (s)  #:  [1]  . 


[2] 


I  am  most  interested  in  receiving  information  on: 
_  [3]  -  [4]  -  [5]  - 


Please  return  to: 

METHODIST  HEALTH  SYSTEM  TRAVEL  PROGRAM 
c/o  Office  of  Development 
9830  Lake  Forest  Blvd.,  Suite  113 
New  Orleans,  LA  70127 


The  Methodist  Health  System 
Travel  Program  begins  its  sec¬ 
ond  season  with  five  exciting 
-trips  that  have  been  selected  spe¬ 
cifically  for  Friends  of  Method- 
Jst.  The  1989  tours  will  take  you 
from  the  beautiful  West  Indies  to 
the  splendor  of  the  Canadian 
Rockies  . . .  from  the  highlands  of 
the  MacGregor  clan  to  the  delta 
of  Mark  Twain  and  Huck  Finn. 

The  unique  aspect  of  the  MHS 
Travel  Program  is  that  while  you 
are  enjoying  established  and  well 
planned  trips  throughout  the  U.S. 
and  abroad,  all  proceeds  are  ben¬ 
efiting  the  many  endeavors  of  the 
Methodist  Health  System,  includ¬ 
ing  Pendleton  Memorial  Method¬ 
ist  Hospital.  We  hope  you  will 
Join  us  this  year  as  we  embark  on 
new  adventures. 


(2)  Heart  Of  Dixie/Mississippi  Queen  Trip 
June  12-16 

Four-night  getaway  trip  on  the  luxurious  MISSISSIPPI  QUEEN  steamboat.  At  mile  230,  BATON  ROUGE  comes  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  on  an  otherwise  wilderness-like  riverbank.  It  is  from  the  Head  of  Passes  northward  to  this  point  that  the  French  influ¬ 
ence  reigns.  At  mile  364  visit  historic  NATCHEZ,  the  site  of  over  500  antebellum  homes  and  an  amazing  82  buildings  on  the 
National  Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  Mississippi  Queen  —  truly  the  queen  of  Ole  Man  River. 


(5)  Steamboatin’  Old  Fashioned  Holiday 
December  1-8 

Enjoy  seven  nights  steamboatin'  as  the  grandest  paddlewheeler  ever  built,  the  Mississippi  Queen,  cele¬ 
brates  a  19th  Century  Christmas  Down  South  in  the  Heart  of  Dixie.  Travel  down  the  Mississippi  River  as 
the  luxurious  Queen  visits  St.  Francisville,  Vicksburg,  Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge.  Sumptuous  cuisine  and 
tranquil  nights  steamboatin'  highlight  our  final  offering  of  the  year. 


(4)  CANADIAN  ROCKIES  ADVENTURE 
September  8-17 

See  the  magnificence  of  the  beautiful,  unspoiled  Canadian  Rockies  first-hand.  Begin  by  spending  one  night  in  EDMON¬ 
TON  at  the  FOUR  SEASONS  HOTEL,  followed  by  two  nights  at  the  JASPER  PARK  LODGE  in  JASPER,  two  nights  in 
BANFF  SPRINGS  HOTEL,  two  nights  in  enchanting  VICTORIA  and,  as  a  finale,  two  nights  in  VANCOUVER  in  the  heart  of 
the  city. 


.  . 


(3)  The  Great  Golf  Courses  Of  Scotland 

June  24-July  2 

Spend  eight  days  in  the  land  where  golf  began  —  beautiful  Scotland.  You'll 
spend  three  nights  at  the  TURNBERRY  HOTEL  playing  golf  at  PRESTWICK, 
site  of  the  first  open  held  in  1860,  and  at  TURNBERRY  AILSA.  Then  another 
four  nights  at  ST.  ANDREW’S  and  the  ST.  ANDREW’S  OLD  COURSE  GOLF 
AND  COUNTRY  CLUB,  where  you’ll  play  golf  at  the  OLD  COURSE  AND 
THE  NEW  COURSE,  as  well  as  GLENEAGLES.  For  those  who  would  rather 
shop  and  sightsee,  there  are  special  escorted  tours  daily  for  non-golfing 
travelers. 


(l)  West  Indies  And  The  Panama  Canal 
February  19-26 

Say  good-bye  to  the  winter  doldrums  as  you  cruise  for  seven  nights  aboard  the  M/V  REGENT  SUN  as  she  weaves  her 
way  through  a  unique  itinerary  that  includes  the  ports  of  PUERTO  MOIN,  COSTA  RICA,  the  SAN  BLAS  ISLANDS  and 
into  the  GATUN  LOCKS  of  the  PANAMA  CANAL,  plus  CARTAGENA,  COLOMBIA.  Book  before  December  31, 1988,  and 
save  $300  per  couple.  A  three-night  option  is  available  in  MONTEGO  BAY,  JAMAICA. 
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Seeking  a  church  for  Dale 

Family  finds  few  UM  ministries  to  those  with  retardation 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

SUNNYVALE,  Texas— Dale  Coffman 
doesn’t  talk  much,  but  he  has  a  smile 
that  can  melt  hearts. 

The  first  thing  the  20-year-old  severely 
retarded  man  shows  a  visitor  is  the  col¬ 
lection  of  gold  and  silver  medals  he  won 
for  swimming  in  the  1988  Texas  Special 
Olympics.  Unlike  many  with  Down  Syn¬ 
drome,  Dale  has  a  good  physique  be¬ 
cause  he  swims  regularly. 

Dale  lives  with  his  parents,  Beverly 
and  Vernon  Coffman,  and  daily  attends 
the  Cooperative  Training  Center,  a  pub¬ 
lic  special-education  school  in  Garland, 
Texas.  His  mother  hopes  Dale  soon  will 
be  able  to  hold  a  job  in  a  sheltered  work¬ 
shop  and  live  in  a  supervised  group  home 
with  other  retarded  young  people. 

But  the  United  Methodist  Church  is  not 
likely  to  be  part  of  the  life  Mrs.  Coffman 
envisions  for  her  son. 

Mrs.  Coffman  said  her  family,  long- 


‘Just 

Like 

Us’ 


Mental  Retardation 

and  United  Methodists 


FIRST  OF  THREE  PARTS 

time  United  Methodists,  is  on  the  verge 
of  leaving  the  church  because  the  Coff¬ 
mans  have  been  unable  to  find  a  congre¬ 
gation  with  a  program  suitable  for  Dale. 

Prospect  regretted 

Mrs.  Coffman’s  regret  at  the  prospect 
of  leaving  the  United  Methodist  Church 


runs  deep.  But  so  does  her  determination 
to  find  a  congregation  where  Dale’s  spe¬ 
cial  needs  will  be  met. 

“In  the  seven  years  we’ve  gone  to  a 
United  Methodist  church  here,  Dale  nev¬ 
er  brought  home  a  Sunday  school  paper,” 
Mrs.  Coffman  said  as  her  son  sat  smiling 
beside  her. 

"He’s  been  going  to  church  since  he 
was  little,  but  because  of  his  limited 
speech— he  didn’t  talk  until  he  was  12— 
it’s  difficult  to  determine  how  much  he 
understands  about  God.” 

Mrs.  Coffman  said  she  has  found  that 
other  churches,  especially  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  and  Churches  of  Christ,  make  priori¬ 
ties  of  Sunday  school  classes  and 
fellowship  groups  for  retarded  children 
and  youths. 

Special  needs  of  people  like  Dale  for 
consistent  weekly  worship  and  fellow¬ 
ship  are  realities  to  which  Mrs.  Coffman 
hopes  United  Methodists  will  become 
more  sensitized. 


Expert  explains  mental  retardation 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Mental  retardation  is  a  condition  in 
which  a  person’s  abilities  to  learn,  retain 
and  perform  the  daily  skills  of  living  are 
slower  than  normal,  a  national  expert 
explained. 

Dr.  Sharon  Davis,  director  of  program¬ 
ming  and  research  for  the  national  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Retarded  Citizens,  said  retardation 
occurs  in  1  of  every  10  families. 

Mental  retardation  is  a  handicapping 
condition,  not  a  disease,  Dr.  Davis  said. 

Retardation  also  is  not  a  mental  ill¬ 
ness,  the  association’s  literature  notes. 

About  3  percent  of  the  general  popula¬ 
tion-more  than  6  million  people— have 
some  level  of  mental  retardation,  the  as¬ 
sociation  reports. 

Retardation  is  gauged  according  to  a 
person’s  intelligence  quotient  and  his  or 
her  “adaptive  functioning  level,”  or  abil¬ 
ity  to  learn,  said  Dr.  Davis,  a  United 


Methodist  laywoman. 

Levels  of  retardation  range  from  mild 
(IQ  51  to  70),  moderate  (IQ  36  to  50),  severe 
(IQ  21  to  35)  to  profound  (IQ  under  20). 

Mildly  retarded  people  account  for  the 
overwhelming  majority— nearly  90  per¬ 
cent—  of  the  retarded  population,  an  es¬ 
timated  5.9  million  people,  according  to 
the  association. 

“These  people  can  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves,”  Dr.  Davis  said.  “They’ll  hold 
jobs,  drive  cars,  live  by  themselves  with 
minimum  supervision. 

“They’re  very  attuned  to  people.  They 
will  model  other  people  to  learn  how  to 
act  appropriately,  so  it’s  important  that 
they  be  in  integrated  groups.  They  need 
good  role  models.” 

Retardation  can  be  caused  by  a  genet¬ 
ic  abnormality,  problems  during  preg¬ 
nancy,  problems  at  birth,  childhood 
diseases  that  can  damage  the  brain,  acci¬ 


dents  that  injure  the  brain,  or  environ¬ 
mental  factors  such  as  malnutrition  or 
lead  poisoning,  Dr.  Davis  said. 

Recently,  medical  professionals  have 
also  become  concerned  about  mental  re¬ 
tardation  caused  by  acquired  immune 
deficiency  syndrome. 

According  to  a  recent  article  by  Drs. 
Gary  W.  Diamond  and  Herbert  J.  Cohen 
of  the  Albert  Einstein  College  of  Medi¬ 
cine  in  New  York,  current  projections  in¬ 
dicate  that  human  immunologic  virus, 
which  causes  AIDS,  may  become  the 
largest  infectious  cause  of  mental  retar¬ 
dation  in  children  in  the  next  five  years. 

Retardation  caused  by  ADDS  is  pre¬ 
ventable  by  the  mothers’  avoiding  high- 
risk  behaviors  that  can  result  in  AIDS, 
say  doctors.  Other  prenatal  causes  of 
mental  retardation,  such  as  fetal  alcohol 
syndrome,  also  are  preventable. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Mrs.  Coffman  said  that,  unlike  mildly 
retarded  people  who  can  fit  in  with  peo¬ 
ple  with  normal  intelligence,  severely 
retarded  people  like  Dale— whose  IQ  is 
30— cannot. 

Parents  provide  opportunities 

What  ability  Dale  has  to  adapt  to  his 
environment,  however,  results  from  his 
parents’  emphasis  on  providing  him  with 
every  educational  opportunity  they 
could,  Mrs.  Coffman  said. 

Their  experience  with  Dale  has  shown 
them  that  many  youngsters  with  severe 
retardation  can  respond  to  normal  envi¬ 
ronments— but  only  as  long  as  their  spe¬ 
cial  needs  are  considered,  she  added. 

“I  believed  in  mainstreaming  until  I  rec¬ 
ognized  Dale’s  behavior  pattern,"  she  said. 
"He  just  needs  to  be  with  people  like  him  so 
he  can  have  some  social  interaction.” 

One  United  Methodist  program,  a  sum¬ 
mer  camp  sponsored  by  the  North  Texas 
Annual  Conference  for  people  with  handi¬ 
caps,  has  brought  Dale  companionship. 

Similar  camps  are  operated  in  nearly 
every  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence,  according  to  the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Division  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries. 

“He  loves  the  camp;  he  just  hates  to 
come  home,”  said  Mrs.  Coffman, 
smoothing  Dale’s  hair. 

Good  as  the  camp  is,  however,  it 
doesn’t  fill  the  void  left  by  the  lack  of 
regular  activities  year-round,  she  added. 

‘Target  churches’  suggested 

Mrs.  Coffman  suggested  that  a  workable 
solution  might  be  to  have  one  congregation 
in  each  district  be  a  “target  church”  for 
ministries  to  people  with  retardation. 

The  ideal  program  for  young  adults 
would  have  an  evening  fellowship  with 
permanent  counselors  to  provide  the  sta¬ 
ble  environment  needed  by  those  with  re¬ 
tardation,  she  said. 

“Not  every  church  has  to  have  it,  but  if 
just  one  United  Methodist  church  in  a 
neighborhood  had  a  program,  people 


ABC  to  air  UM  Christmas  worship  from  Tulsa 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

Members  of  a  United  Methodist 
church  in  Tulsa,  Okla.,  hope  to  share  the 
light  of  Christmas  with  TV  viewers 
across  the  nation  Dec.  24. 

To  do  that,  participants  in  Christmas 
Eve  services  at  Boston  Avenue  United 
Methodist  Church  plan  to  light  some 
2,000  candles  at  the  close  of  a  national 
telecast  from  the  church’s  sanctuary. 

ABC- TV  is  scheduled  to  broadcast  the 
candlelighting  service  from  the  down- 


Sponsoring  Balika  of  India  would 
be  a  wonderful  gift  of  love.  It 
would  assure  her  of  receiving 
physical  and  spiritual  food  while 
she  studies  at  a  Christian  orphan¬ 
age.  As  an  infant,  Balika  lost  her 
right  hand  in  a  fire.  She  needs 
someone  to  love  her.  You  could 
sponsor  her  or  another  destitute 
child  for  only  $13  a  month-less 
than  44C  a  day.  Donations  to 
World's  Children,  Inc.  are  tax- 
deductible,  and  WCI  sent  88%  of 
funds  received  last  year  overseas 
for  the  children. 

You'll  receive  full  information 
about  the  child:  name,  address, 
photo,  and  instructions  about 
writing  to  "your"  child.  This  is  a 
rewarding  project  for  a  church 
group,  individual  or  family.  Give 
prayerful  consideration  to  sharing 
your  love  with  a  destitute  child. 
Please  write  today. 


.  I  wish  to  sponsor  o  child  » 
n**d  Is  grootost - 


Enclosed  Is  poyment  lor  first  month 


World's  Children,  Inc. 
Mrs.  Carol  Ivey,  Director 
P.O.  Box  2979 
Winter  Haven,  FL  33880 


“A  GIFT  FOR  BALIKA” 


“As  long  as  you  let 
people  light  a  candle, 
you  can  fill  the  house. 
There  is  something  very 
special  about  seeing  the 
light  spread  through  a 
dark  sanctuary  on 
Christmas  Eve.” 

— M.  Mouzon  Biggs 


town  Tulsa  congregation  starting  at 
11:30  p.m.  EST  Dec.  24. 

Each  station  decides  on  program 

ABC  affiliated  stations  around  the  coun¬ 
try  will  decide  individually  whether  to  car¬ 
ry  the  program,  said  Shirley  Whipple 
Struchen,  a  staff  member  at  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Communications  based  in  Nashville 
and  liaison  with  the  TV  network. 

"People  will  have  to  check  their  local 
listings  to  see  if  the  program  is  being  car¬ 
ried  in  their  areas,”  Ms.  Struchen  said. 

She  urged  United  Methodists  to  en¬ 
courage  local  ABC-TV  affiliates  to  tele¬ 
cast  the  program,  “A  Christmas  Service: 
Candlelights  from  Tulsa.” 

"We’ll  continue  to  get  church  services 
broadcast  by  the  networks  only  if  their  af¬ 
filiates  carry  these  programs,”  she  said. 

The  candles  at  the  end  of  the  Boston  Av¬ 
enue  UMC  service  symbolize  the  light  that 
the  birth  of  Jesus  brought  into  the  world, 
said  the  Rev.  M.  Mouzon  Biggs,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  7,500-member  congregation. 

Questions  spark  sermon  title 

Dr.  Biggs  said  the  title  of  his  16-to-18- 
minute  sermon— “Do  we  get  to  light  a 
candle?”— comes  from  the  most  com¬ 
mon  question  his  church  receives  about 
the  Christmas  Eve  service. 

“The  calls  usually  come  in  this  way: 
‘I’m  looking  for  a  service  where  you  get 
to  light  a  candle,’  ”  Dr.  Biggs  said. 

“You  can  structure  the  service  in 


many  ways,  but  as  long  as  you  let  people 
light  a  candle,  you  can  fill  the  house. 
There  is  something  very  special  about 
seeing  the  light  spread  through  a  dark 
sanctuary  on  Christmas  Eve.” 

Dr.  Biggs  said  he  is  basing  his  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  sermon  on  Isaiah  9:2-7.  The  pas¬ 
sage  says  that  people  who  walked  in 
darkness  have  seen  a  great  light. 

“God  has  lit  a  candle  for  us,”  Dr.  Biggs 
said.  "We  will  light  our  candles  from  the 
Christ  candle  [of  an  Advent  wreath],  and 
we  will  take  our  lights  and  spill  out  into 
the  cold  streets  of  Tulsa  singing  ‘Silent 
Night.’  ” 

The  candlelighting  is  to  follow  an  hour- 
long  service  that  mixes  Scripture  readings 
about  the  birth  of  Christ  with  carols  sung 
by  a  110-voice  choir,  Dr.  Biggs  said. 

Live  tableau  created 

During  the  music  that  follows  each 
reading,  10  costumed  members  of  the 
Boston  Avenue  congregation  are  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  scene  from  that  part  of  the  Christ¬ 
mas  story  in  a  live  Nativity  tableau. 

“We  will  build  the  creche  scene  right 
before  your  eyes,”  Dr.  Biggs  said. 

Besides  the  choir  members  and  actors, 
the  service  is  to  involve  10  instrumental¬ 
ists  and  nine  ministers,  Dr.  Biggs  said. 

Nearly  6,000  people  attended  the  congre¬ 
gation’s  three  Christmas  Eve  services  last 
year,  Dr.  Biggs  said.  A  similar  turnout  is 
expected  at  the  three  services  this  year. 

ABC-TV’s  affiliate  in  Tulsa,  KTUL, 
which  broadcasts  worship  services  from 
the  church  each  Sunday,  plans  to  video¬ 
tape  both  the  4  and  6  p.m.  services  on 
Christmas  Eve,  Dr.  Biggs  said.  The  sta¬ 
tion  then  plans  to  provide  the  network 
whichever  service  “looks  better.” 

The  Boston  Avenue  congregation  is 
“excited  and  pleased”  that  it  has  been 
picked  to  share  its  traditional  Christmas 
Eve  worship  with  a  national  audience. 
Dr.  Biggs  said. 

The  congregation  has  been  creating  a 
living  Nativity  scene  as  part  of  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  candlelighting  service  for  nine 
years,  he  said. 

"The  structure  of  the  service  you’ll  see 
is  very  much  the  same  from  year  to 


i.'l 

Dr.  M.  Mouzon  Biggs 

.  .  .  national  candlelight  service 

year,”  Dr.  Biggs  said.  “Of  course  the  car¬ 
ols  and  sermons  do  change.” 

NCC  arranges  telecasts 

The  program  is  part  of  a  30-year  ar¬ 
rangement  between  the  National  Council  of 
Churches  and  ABC  to  air  services  on  major 
Christian  holidays,  said  Dave  Pomeroy,  the 
council’s  director  of  media  resources. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  long 
participated  in  this  ecumenical  effort, 
Ms.  Struchen  said. 

ABC-TV  last  carried  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  worship  service  on  Easter  1987,  Ms. 
Struchen  said.  That  originated  from  the 
denomination’s  largest  congregation,  the 
13,000-member  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston. 

The  NCC  has  also  arranged  for  a  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  program  on  NBC-TV,  Mr.  Po¬ 
meroy  said.  It  is  to  feature  a  Church  of  the 
Brethren  congregation  from  Los  Angeles, 
a  United  Church  of  Christ  congregation 
from  Boston,  an  Episcopal  Church  congre¬ 
gation  from  Detroit  and  a  Lutheran  con¬ 
gregation  from  suburban  Chicago. 


Pastors  trucking  aid  to  Nicaragua 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

At  least  three  United  Methodist  minis¬ 
ters  are  among  “Pastors  for  Peace”  tak¬ 
ing  humanitarian  aid  to  Nicaragua  this 
Christmas  season,  says  Sharon  Haas,  a 
representative  for  a  46-person,  20-truck 
“Pastors  for  Peace”  convoy. 

The  convoy,  which  began  rolling  from 
several  U.S.  cities  this  week,  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Interreligious  Foundation 
for  Community  Organizations. 

“The  convoy  should  arrive  in  Managua 
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in  time  to  celebrate  Christmas  and  the 
hope  for  peace  it  brings  with  our  Nicara¬ 
guan  brothers  and  sisters,"  Ms.  Haas  said. 

Among  participants  in  the  “Christmas 
convoy”  are  the  Rev.  A.  Finley  Schaef, 
pastor  of  Park  Slope  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  where  Nicara¬ 
guan  President  Daniel  Ortega  spoke  July 
27,  1986,  while  in  New  York  to  address 
the  United  Nations;  the  Rev.  Schuyler  J. 
Barber-Rhodes,  pastor  of  Chelsea  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Yorktown,  N.Y.;  and 
the  Rev.  Lloyd  A.  Duren,  pastor  of  New¬ 
burgh  United  Methodist  Church  in  New¬ 
burgh,  N.Y. 

United  Methodist  laypeople  in  the  con¬ 
voy  include  Nancy  Schaef,  wife  of  the 
Park  Slope  pastor;  Neal  Conrey  of 
Brackettville,  Texas;  and  Jim  Crawford 
of  Harrisonburg,  Va. 

Elements  of  the  convoy  are  to  con¬ 
verge  in  Texas  Dec.  9,  said  Ms.  Haas,  and 
cross  the  U.S.-Mexican  border  Dec.  14. 

Earlier  this  year,  a  Veterans  for 
Peace  convoy  was  delayed  at  the  border 
by  U.S.  Customs  officials.  They  claimed 
the  "convoyistas”  were  violating  a  feder¬ 
al  trade  embargo  against  Nicaragua  by 
taking  vehicles  to  be  left  in  the  Central 


American  country  (see  UMR,  July  15) 

A  U.S.  District  Court  judge  declared, 
however,  that  the  government  has  no  au¬ 
thority  to  prohibit  aid  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  if  the  aid  can  reasonably  be 
expected  to  be  used  to  relieve  human 
sufferings  (see  UMR,  Oct.  14). 

The  Christmas  convoy  was  formed 
just  days  after  two  United  Methodists 
helped  deliver  two  used  1984  Mercedes 
Benz  trucks  donated  by  the  Interreli¬ 
gious  Foundation  to  church  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Nicaragua’s  Atlantic  coastal 
region— an  area  devastated  by  Hurri¬ 
cane  Gilbert. 

Helping  make  that  delivery  were  the 
Rev.  Eric  Swanfeldt,  a  pastor  from  Un- 
casville,  Conn.,  and  Kathryn  Edwards,  a 
former  lay  pastor  at  Manor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Austin,  Texas. 

For  Mr.  Swanfeldt,  it  was  his  second 
trip.  He  took  part  in  the  earlier  Veter¬ 
ans’  convoy,  along  with  Carol  Cavness 
Walker,  a  UM  peace  and  justice  educator 
from  Austin. 

The  two  Mercedes  trucks  were  loaded 
with  four  tons  of  rice,  said  Ms.  Edwards, 
a  Methodist  missionary  in  Mexico  from 
1960  to  1963. 
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REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 

SUNNYVALE,  Texas— Dale  Coffman,  20,  hugs  his  mother,  Beverly,  out¬ 
side  their  home.  Although  they  have  attended  United  Methodist  churches 
for  many  years,  the  family  is  considering  leaving  the  church  because  of  a 
lack  of  consistent  local  programs  that  meet  the  special  needs  of  Dale  and 
other  people  with  retardation. 

would  come,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Coffman  said  she  believes  the 
segment  of  people  with  mental  retarda¬ 
tion  in  the  general  population  will  grow. 

“There  are  going  to  be  a  lot  more  people 
like  Dale  out  there  because  many  are  being 
de-institutionalized,”  she  said.  “There  are  a 
lot  more  out  there  now,  but  their  parents 


keep  them  at  home  because  they’re  afraid 
people  won’t  put  up  with  them. 

“The  church  is  really  the  only  place 
for  people  like  Dale  to  have  fellowship.” 

NEXT  WEEK:  People  with  mental  retar¬ 
dation  find  a  welcome  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Wichita ,  Kan. 


Relief  agency  chief  warns 
of  Bangladesh  famine 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

With  their  rice  fields  still  flooded, 
Bangladeshi  farmers  are  planting  winter 
vegetables  to  stave  off  famine,  says  the 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

“Hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 
rice  land  are  still  under  water,”  said  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  recently  toured  Bangla¬ 
desh  and  Nepal— two  nations  hammered 
by  natural  disasters  this  year.  Nepal  was 
hit  by  an  earthquake  in  mid-August.  Ban¬ 
gladesh  suffered  heavy  damage  from 
flooding  in  September  and  October. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  she  fears  the  worst 
may  be  yet  to  come  for  the  Bangladeshi 
people,  noting  that  the  rice  crop  upon 
which  the  country  depends  for  food  is 
normally  ready  to  be  harvested  in  Janu¬ 
ary  and  February. 

“Loss  of  the  rice  crops  will  mean  that 
millions  of  people  will  need  emergency 
food  for  at  least  four  months,”  she  said. 

To  help  counter  the  famine  threat,  the 
Christian  Commission  for  Development 
in  Bangladesh— the  UM  committee’s  ma¬ 
jor  relief  partner  in  the  country— has 
distributed  winter  vegetable  seeds,  along 
with  fertilizer  and  insecticide  for  about 
5,000  families,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

The  Bangladesh  commission  has  com¬ 
pleted  the  first  phase  of  its  emergency 
aid  program.  It  provided  meals  for 
150,000  people  for  15  days  at  31  sites  and 
distributed  dry  food  in  the  countryside. 

The  commission  is  also  sponsoring  job 
creation  projects  to  provide  employment 
for  poor  people,  especially  women. 

The  best  way  to  sum  up  the  situation, 
Dr.  Kehrberg  said,  is  the  words  of  Su- 
santa  Adhikari:  “We  in  Bangladesh  will 
not  die,  but  we  will  not  live  properly.  We 
must  learn  to  live  with  the  flood.’  ” 

Ms.  Adhikari  is  director  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Commission  for  Development. 

The  United  Methodist  relief  commit¬ 
tee  has  sent  about  $250,000  in  assistance 
to  the  flood-ravaged  country  and  initiat¬ 
ed  a  special  $3  million  Bishops'  Appeal. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  funds  contributed 
through  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Bangla¬ 
desh  would  be  allocated  as  emergencies 
continue.  Some  funds  would  pay  for  long¬ 
term  recovery  projects  and  to  create  jobs. 
She  noted  that  the  Christian  Commission  is 
desperate  for  more  money  for  wages. 


Dr.  Kehrberg  said  she  saw  an  estimat¬ 
ed  1,000  women  doing  minor  road  re¬ 
pair-one  of  the  job-creation  projects 
supported  by  the  Christian  Commission. 

The  women  work  about  six  hours  a 
day  for  $1  and  regard  the  wages  as 
“heaven-sent,”  she  said. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  toured  a  heavily  flooded 
area  south  of  Dhaka,  traveling  into  the 
region  by  overnight  launch  and  back  up- 
country  by  road. 

She  reported  heavy  silting  of  the  Gan¬ 
ges,  which  she  described  as  an  obvious 
effect  of  deforestation  in  the  Himalayas, 
including  Nepal  and  India. 

Regional  ecologists  are  saying  that  de¬ 
forestation  in  those  areas  has  increased 
the  frequency  and  destruction  of  flooding 
in  Bangladesh.  Those  ecologists  are  urging 
that  flood  control  efforts  be  undertaken. 

In  Nepal,  Dr.  Kehrberg  reported,  the 
UM-supported  United  Mission  in  Nepal  is 
aiding  reconstruction  efforts  for  rural 
clinics  and  schools  damaged  by  the 
earthquake. 

Dr.  Kehrberg,  a  former  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary  to  Nepal,  trekked  25  miles 
into  the  mountainous  back  country  to  one 
community  project  in  a  program  called, 
appropriately:  "Where  there  is  no  road.” 

United  Methodists  can  give  to  the  re¬ 
covery  effort  by  designating  offerings 
through  any  annual  conference  treasurer 
for  the  Bishops’  Appeal  for  Bangladesh 
Advance  No.  202400. 


Racist  vandalism  of  church 
threatens  congregation 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

Acts  of  vandalism  against  a  black 
United  Methodist  congregation  in 
South  Carolina  have  made  members 
afraid  to  worship  in  their  church. 

New  Hope  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  was  closed  Nov.  5- 
19  because  of  destruction  of  church 
property  during  November,  according 
to  the  “South  Carolina  Advocate,"  of¬ 
ficial  publication  of  the  South  Caroli¬ 
na  Annual  Conference.  Rock  Hill  is  30 
miles  south  of  Charlotte,  N.C. 

The  church  reopened  Nov.  20  with  a 
service  of  rededication.  Participants 
included  local  ecumenical  groups  as 
well  as  local,  district  and  conference 
UM  representatives. 

However,  United  Methodist  offi¬ 
cials  said  there  is  still  great  fear 
within  the  congregation  concerning 
the  racial  slurs  painted  on  the  build¬ 
ing.  The  Rev.  James  S.  Gadsden,  di¬ 
rector  of  the  conference  council  on 
ministries,  said  people  are  afraid  they 
might  suffer  bodily  harm  if  they  con¬ 


tinue  to  go  to  church. 

The  Rev.  Lee  C.  Bines,  pastor  of  the 
church,  told  the  “South  Carolina  Ad¬ 
vocate”  he  believes,  "Someone  is  try¬ 
ing  to  run  us  out.  We  are  the  only 
black  community  out  there.” 

Conference  officials  sponsored  a 
workday  Nov.  19  to  repair  windows 
and  place  a  fence  around  the  proper¬ 
ty.  However,  restoration  of  facilities 
is  expected  to  cost  nearly  $10,000. 

United  Methodists  in  South  Caroli¬ 
na  have  come  to  the  aid  of  the  100- 
member  congregation,  raising  nearly 
$3,000  for  repairs  and  protection  at 
the  church. 

In  early  November,  windows  at  the 
church  were  broken,  and  ‘‘ungodly 
items”  were  reportedly  left  at  the  door 
and  in  the  aisles  of  the  sanctuary. 

In  another  incident,  the  wooden  cross 
on  the  steeple  was  sawed  off,  defaced 
with  a  red  substance  and  nailed  to  the 
church’s  sign  in  the  front  lawn,  the 
South  Carolina  newspaper  reported. 
Racial  slurs  were  scratched  on  the  sign 
as  well  as  “KKK"  and  “Satan  reigns.” 
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This  tractor  driver  is  not  a  typical  nun 


MENLO  PARK,  Calif.— This  photograph  by  Sister  Mary  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
a  cloistered  order  of  Roman  Catholic  nuns,  is  one  of  100  winners  in  “The 
American  Woman”  photography  contest,  co-sponsored  by  Eastman  Kodak 
Company  and  “Parade”  magazine.  When  Sister  Mary  first  saw  the  contest 
announcement,  she  discarded  it.  “In  my  life,  surrounded  by  34  nuns,”  she 
said,  “  ‘The  American  Woman’  contest  was  not  for  me.”  But  then  she  saw  Sis¬ 


ter  Catherine  Marie  driving  a  tractor  through  a  field  at  their  Corpus  Christi 
Monastery  and  was  “inspired.”  The  confines  of  the  convent  proved  a  chal¬ 
lenge  for  the  photographer.  The  nuns’  11-acre  enclosure  is  “My  whole  world 
for  photography,”  Sister  Mary  commented.  “I  must  continually  create  with 
God’s  tiny  creatures  or  other  events.  He  shows  me  I  must  keep  my  eyes 
open,  as  well  as  my  heart,  to  see  the  beauty  of  His  world  in  11  acres.” 


Forum  ponders  God’s  will  for  church,  land 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— Trying  to  get  a  fix  on  the 
future  is  hard,  but  41  ministers,  farmers, 
students  and  rural  activists  from  14 
states  and  seven  denominations  recently 
gave  it  their  best  shot. 

They  pondered: 

•  God’s  will  for  the  land. 

•  God’s  will  for  rural  churches. 

They  tried  to  put  the  two  together. 

The  event  was  a  Forum  on  Church  and 

Land  sponsored  by  United  Methodism’s 
Western  Small  Church/Rural  Life  Center 
and  Iliff  and  Claremont  schools  of  theology. 
It  met  at  a  retreat  center  near  Denver. 

In  addition  to  examining  theological 
visions  of  the  future  of  church  and  land 
(see  separate  story),  forum  participants 
focused  on  three  down-to-earth  minis¬ 
tries,  two  of  them  by  laypeople: 

•A  North  Dakota  farmer’s  economi¬ 
cally  successful  and  spiritually  satisfy¬ 
ing  3,000-acre  venture  into  organic 
agriculture. 

•An  Alabama  United  Methodist  min¬ 
istry  that  deals  with  community  prob¬ 
lems  and  poverty. 

•  An  Oregon  community-based  loan 
fund  for  food  producers  and  processors  in 
which  investors  may  choose  their  return 
on  investment:  from  zero  to  6  percent. 

Organic  farm  model  examined 

The  Western  Small  Church/Rural  Life 
Center  is  a  United  Methodist  non-profit 
organization  based  in  Filer,  Idaho.  This 
year’s  forum  was  the  third  in  a  proposed 
series  of  10  annual  meetings  geared  to¬ 
ward  pinning  down  a  new  vision  of  rural 
and  small-church  ministry. 


Dr.  Frederick  Kirschenmann  of  cen¬ 
tral  North  Dakota,  a  former  dean  of  aca¬ 
demics  at  Curry  College  near  Boston, 
organically  farms  3,000  acres. 

A  slide  show  illustrated  his  farming 
practices. 

•  Mixing  chamomile,  bark  and  dande¬ 
lions  into  compost,  for  example,  helps 
the  compost  decompose  more  quickly. 

•  Following  a  crop  of  sunflowers  with 
buckwheat  keeps  volunteer  sunflowers 
from  taking  over  a  field. 

•  Harvesting  natural  slough  grass  sup¬ 
plements  feed  for  his  cattle. 

His  organic  crops  are  in  great  demand 
in  Europe,  where  organic  foods  are  high¬ 
ly  prized,  said  Dr.  Kirschenmann.  He 
added  that  he  receives  $7  for  a  bushel  of 
wheat,  about  double  the  usual  price  paid 
in  the  United  States. 

And  $7  wheat  aside,  Dr.  Kirschenmann 
spoke  convincingly  of  the  intangible  re¬ 
wards  that  have  come  since,  in  his  descrip¬ 
tion,  "God  grabbed  me  by  the  collar  and 
brought  me  back  to  North  Dakota.”  He  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  came  back  to  the  family 
farm  because  of  his  father’s  ill  health. 

“A  sustainable  operation  doesn’t  just 
have  to  do  with  economic  sustenance  but 
with  emotional  and  spiritual  sustenance 
as  well,"  he  said. 

After  Dr.  Kirschenmann  listed  seven 
problems  he  sees  in  agriculture  today, 
forum  participants  clamored  noisily  to 
see  them  written  down  and  taped  onto 
the  wall: 

•/  We  value  productivity  more  than 
sustainability. 

•/  We  value  food  for  profit  more  than 
food  for  nutrition. 


y  We  value  land  as  property  more 
than  land  as  home. 

y  We  value  bigness  more  than  appro¬ 
priateness. 

y  We  value  agriculture  as  industry 
more  than  agriculture  as  community  or 
culture. 

y  We  regard  land  as  cursed  more 
than  land  as  blessed  or  anointed. 

y  We  enjoy  cheap  food  luxuries  more 
than  ecological  and  food  health  and  food 
securities. 

Rural  churches  link  resources 

The  second  practical  model  came 
from  the  Rev.  Dorsey  H.  Walker,  a 
northern  Alabama  minister  who  directs 
a  consortium  of  10  United  Methodist 
churches  serving  the  Upper  Sand  Moun¬ 
tain  Parish. 

Dr.  Kirschenmann  had  commented 
that  he  wished  some  of  the  barely-hang- 
ing-on  churches  in  his  hometown  would 
get  together  and  form  one  strong  ecu¬ 
menical  church. 

Mr.  Walker  said  the  Upper  Sand  Moun¬ 
tain  Parish  is  demonstrating  how  small 
churches  of  a  single  denomination  can 
combine  into  a  shared  social  ministry  with¬ 
out  sacrificing  Sunday  morning  autonomy. 

In  essence,  the  United  Methodist 
churches  of  800-square-mile  Upper  Sand 
Mountain  worship  separately  but  work 
together  on  social  projects,  he  said. 

The  projects  include  distributing  sur¬ 
plus  vegetables  from  area  farmers,  run¬ 
ning  a  used-clothing  store,  providing  day 
camps  for  children  and  focusing  the 
charitable  impulses  of  urban  churches  on 
such  specific  work  as  installing  septic 


systems  at  the  homes  of  poor  people. 

“The  church  needs  to  serve  as  a  cata¬ 
lyst  to  get  things  moving  and  then  as 
soon  as  possible  back  away  and  let  other 
folks  run  it,”  said  Mr.  Walker. 

He  said  that  special  occasions  are  some¬ 
times  impetus  for  joint  worship  experi¬ 
ences  of  the  several  churches  in  the  parish. 

Ag  loan  fund  studied 

The  third  model  is  a  non-profit  commu¬ 
nity  loan  fund  that  supports  food  growers 
and  processors  in  four  counties  in  western 
Oregon,  said  Tom  Forster,  founder  of  the 
Association  for  Regional  Agriculture  Build¬ 
ing  the  Local  Economy— ARABLE. 

One  of  two  ag-related  community  loan 
funds  in  the  United  States,  the  organiza¬ 
tion  appeals  to  socially  responsible  in¬ 
vestor  groups  such  as  churches  and 
religious  foundations  and  to  individual 
investors,  including  members  of  local 
churches,  willing  to  deposit  at  least  $25, 
said  Mr.  Forster.  Its  loan  committee  in¬ 
cludes  three  vegetable  farmers  and  a 
livestock  farmer.  ,  :  n  v .  r  , 

Loans  have  been  given  to  a  local  man 
who  lacked  U.S.  citizenship  and,  there¬ 
fore,  was  at  the  mercy  of  feed  and  seed 
companies;  a  second-generation  organic 
farmer  who,  despite  history  and  longev¬ 
ity  in  the  community,  couldn’t  secure 
conventional  financing;  and  a  contract 
nursery  for  the  Forest  Service. 

Land  is  never  used  as  collateral,  said 
Mr.  Forster. 

“The  whole  community  loan  program 
has  extremely  low  default  rates,”  he  not¬ 
ed.  “There’s  been  only  one  default  in 
ARABLE’S  five-year  history  and  no  in¬ 
vestor  money  was  lost.” 


$75,000  grant  announced  for  UMR  Center 


DALLAS— The  Fair  Foundation  of  Ty¬ 
ler,  Texas,  last  week  announced  a 
$75,000,  three-year  matching  grant  for 
the  United  Methodist  Reporter’s  new 
Communications  Center. 

This  is  the  second  matching  grant  re¬ 
ceived  for  the  new  facility  within  the 
past  month.  Announced  earlier  was  a 
$25,000  gift  from  The  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation. 

The  $100,000  in  matching  grants 
pushes  total  gifts  and  pledges  received  to 


DEAN  OF  THE  THEOLOGICAL  FACULTY 
AFRICA  UNIVERSITY 

The  Planning  Committee  for  the  Theological 
College  of  the  proposed  United  Methodist 
University  in  Africa  is  seeking  nominations  for 
the  position  of  dean  of  the  College  of  Theol¬ 
ogy.  The  university  will  be  located  at  Old  Mu- 
tare,  Zimbabwe.  Persons  to  be  nominated 
should  have  demonstrated  administrative  and 
academic  leadership  experience:  a  Ph.D.  de¬ 
gree  is  highly  desirable.  The  candidate  must 
also  be  an  African  United  Methodist  clergy- 
person  with  teaching  and  ministerial  experi¬ 
ence.  Ability  to  communicate  effectively  in 
English  is  important  and  facility  with  French 
or  Portuguese  is  desirable. 

Persons  interested  in  submitting  them¬ 
selves  for  consideration  for  this  position  or 
nominating  someone  for  the  same  should 
address  inquiries,  including  a  recent  resume, 
by  registered  mail  to:  Bishop  Emilio  J.M.  de 
Carvalho,  Chair  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  University,  by  March  1,  1989.  Bishop  de 
Carvalho’s  address  is  Caixa  Postal  68-C,  Lu¬ 
anda,  Angola.  It  is  anticipated  that  an  ap¬ 
pointment  will  be  made  no  later  than  May  1, 
1989,  and  that  the  first  class  will  be  admit¬ 
ted  for  lectures  in  March,  1990. 

(Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer) 


more  than  $500,000. 

“The  matching  grants  mean  that  each 
$1  contributed  will  result  in  our  receipt 
of  $2,”  explained  the  Rev.  Spurgeon  M. 
Dunnam  III,  editor  and  chief  executive 
of  the  Reporter. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Fair  Foundation 
said,  “We  have  long  had  an  interest  in 
the  work  of  the  United  Methodist  Report¬ 
er  and  we  are  pleased  to  have  a  part  in 
its  continued  growth  and  expansion.  We 
hope  our  matching  grant  will  stimulate 
additional  support  from  across  the 
church  for  the  new  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter  Communications  Center.” 

The  Fair  Foundation  spokesman  add¬ 
ed:  "We  would  hope  to  increase  this  ini¬ 
tial  commitment  if  the  oil  economy,  on 
which  much  of  the  foundation’s  income  is 
based,  improves.” 

The  Fair  Foundation  was  founded  in 
1936  and  named  for  its  founders,  R.  W. 
and  Mattie  Allen  Fair,  active  Methodists. 
Its  interests  are  focused  on  religion,  edu¬ 
cation  and  medical  research.  A  high  per¬ 
centage  of  its  grants  each  year— 
typically  more  than  half— go  to  religious 
causes,  primarily  in  Texas  or  elsewhere 
in  the  Southwest. 

Dr.  Dunnam  noted  that  all  gifts  to  the 
Reporter's  building  fund  are  tax  deduct¬ 
ible  and  that  all  development  costs  are 
borne  from  the  Reporter’s  operating  re¬ 
serves  so  that  100  percent  of  each  dollar 
contributed  goes  to  the  designated  cause. 

He  also  noted  that  contributions  to  the 
building  fund  are  not  limited  to  cash  and 
pledges. 


_ CLASSIFIED _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Detroit  Annual  Conference.  Man¬ 
ager  and  fund  raiser  for  endowment  through 
contact  with  area  churches  and  members.  Previ¬ 
ous  experience  desirable.  Laity  or  clergy.  Send 
resume  and  salary  history  by  January  15,  1989 
to:  Mr  Myron  Schiller.  32300  Bonnet  Hill  Road, 
Farmington  Hills,  MI  48018. _ 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1300+  membership  suburban  church  in  Clearwater, 
Florida.  Salary  is  negotiable  “Logos"  experience  de¬ 
sired  Send  resume  and  references  to-  Search  Com- 
mtttce,  2045  Drew  Street,  Clearwater,  FL  34625. 
DIRECTOR  OF  DEVELOPMENT.  Three  years 
experience  required.  Must  have  understanding  of 
UMC  structure,  politics.  Salary  824,000.  Deadline 
December  15,  1988.  Contact:  Sam  Sandoval. 
McCurdy  School,  Box  127,  Espanola,  NM  87532. 
(505)753-7221. 


"Some  of  our  largest  gifts  to  date  have 
come  in  the  form  of  appreciated  assets 
such  as  stocks  and  land,”  Dr.  Dunnam 
said. 

The  Reporter’s  new  60,000-square-foot 
Communications  Center  will  be  con¬ 
structed  at  a  cost  of  $3.2  million  on  4.6 
acres  of  land  owned  by  the  Reporter 
across  the  street  from  the  publication’s 
present  location  in  Dallas’  Lone  Star 
Park. 

The  new  facility  will  house  all  the 
newspaper’s  operations  plus  its  several 
related  communications  ministries. 

The  Reporter’s  Governing  Board  de- 


Lay  missionary  ‘folk  hero’ 
kidnapped  by  guerrillas 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  (RNS)— Guerrillas  in 
Colombia  have  kidnapped  a  United 
Methodist  missionary  from  St.  Paul 
whose  work  with  the  primitive  Motilone 
Indians  has  made  him  a  folk  hero  and 
won  him  international  recognition. 

Bruce  Olson,  47,  a  United  Methodist 
layman  supported  by  individual  congre¬ 
gations  of  several  denominations  in 
many  countries,  has  been  missing  since 
he  was  captured  at  gunpoint  Oct.  24 

His  captors,  according  to  a  Colombian 
newspaper,  are  members  of  the  anti-gov¬ 
ernment  Camilist  Union-National  Liber¬ 
ation  Army. 

Since  the  kidnapping,  the  Marxist 
guerrillas  have  not  issued  demands. 
Their  motive  remains  a  mystery,  al¬ 
though  there  is  speculation  the  group 
may  have  wanted  to  remove  Mr.  Olson  in 
an  attempt  to  annex  Indian  territory. 

Health  and  Welfare  establishes 
network  for  AIDS  ministries 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  network, 
maintained  for  United  Methodists  interest¬ 
ed  in  ministry  to  persons  with  AIDS,  has 
been  established  by  the  Health  and  Wel¬ 
fare  Ministries  Department  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

According  to  Cathie  Lyons,  the  depart¬ 
ment’s  interim  associate  general  secre¬ 
tary,  the  project  grew  out  of  the 


cided  in  1986  that  funds  for  the  new  Com¬ 
munications  Center  should  be  raised 
outside  the  newspaper’s  operating  bud¬ 
get.  That  decision  was  designed  to  avoid 
adding  to  the  huge  burden  postal  rate  in¬ 
creases  have  placed  on  the  budgets  of  lo¬ 
cal  churches  and  annual  conferences 
that  use  the  Reporter’s  services. 

Persons  wishing  more  information 
about  plans  for  the  new  UMR  Communi¬ 
cations  Center  may  contact  either  Dr. 
Dunnam  or  UMR  Development  Director 
Dr.  William  T.  Stephenson  at  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  TX  75266,  or  (214)  630- 
6495. 


National  Consultation  on  AIDS  Minis¬ 
tries. 

The  network’s  first  publication, 
"Alert,"  mailed  in  mid-November,  is  a 
focus  paper  of  facts  and  figures  on  the 
global  AIDS  crisis. 

Some  of  the  "Alert”  papers,  she  said, 
will  focus  on  AIDS  ministries  by  United 
Methodists,  and  provide  “examples  of 
what  is  going  on  in  other  annual  confer¬ 
ences  (so  that  churches  can)  get  started 
on  their  own  ministries.” 

The  network  will  conduct  a  survey  of 
various  local  AIDS  ministries  and  com¬ 
pile  it  on  a  computerized  listing. 

Bishop  W.  McFerrin  Stowe 
dies  of  leukemia  at  75 

DALLAS— Retired  Bishop  W.  McFer¬ 
rin  Stowe,  episcopal  leader  of  the  Kansas 
Area  1964-72  and  of  the  Dallas-Fort 
Worth  Area  1972-80,  died  of  leukemia 
Nov.  25  at  age  75. 

His  colleagues  on  the  Council  of  Bishops 
chose  him  to  deliver  the  Episcopal  Ad¬ 
dress  to  the  1980  General  Conference  in  In¬ 
dianapolis.  More  recently  he  had  been 
bishop  in  residence  at  Southern  Methodist 
University’s  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

He  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1964  after  13  years  as  senior  pastor  of  St. 
Luke  Methodist  Church  in  Oklahoma 
City.  He  served  other  pastorates  in  Okla¬ 
homa  and  Texas  and  was  on  the  General 
Board  of  Education  staff  1944-49. 
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Farm  prayer? 

Theologian  says  Lord9s  Prayer 
shows  Jesus  cared  about  rural  life 


By  RITA  HEALY 

DENVER— The  Lord’s  Prayer  was  first 
prayed  in  the  midst  of  an  agrarian  crisis. 

That  is  the  contention  of  a  professor  of 
religion  at  Pacific  Lutheran  University 
in  Tacoma,  Wash. 

At  a  United  Methodist-sponsored  fo¬ 
rum  on  church  and  land  last  month,  Dr. 
Douglas  Oakman  told  participants: 

“While  Jesus  may  not  have  endorsed 
purely  and  simply  the  ends  of  peasant 
radicalism,  his  concrete  aims  at  econom¬ 
ic  well-being  for  rural  folks  could  be 
carefully  melded  with  principles  of  land 
redistribution  perceived  in  early  Israel.” 

Those  principles  include  calls  for 
"maximum  access”  for  subsistence  that 
is  protected  and  even  guaranteed  in  the 
community,  said  Dr.  Oakman. 

He  offered  his  interpretations  of  the 
familiar  prayer,  for  instance:  “Give  us 
this  day  our  subsistence  bread  and  bring 
us  not  to  the  trial,  whereby  our  debts 
would  be  used  against  us.” 

"The  Lord’s  Prayer,”  he  said,  "can  be 
understood  as  a  prayer  for  restoration 
and  redemption.  Jesus  was  putting  man 
right  back  into  the  world.” 

Dr.  Oakman’s  analysis  of  Jesus’ 
prayer  was  part  of  a  theological  exami¬ 
nation  of  “church  and  land"  by  41  minis¬ 
ters,  farmers,  students  and  rural 
activists  from  14  states  and  seven  de¬ 
nominations  last  month. 

The  forum  at  Templed  Hills  retreat 
center  was  sponsored  by  the  Western 
Small  Church/Rural  Life  Center— a 
United  Methodist  non-profit  organization 
based  in  Filer,  Idaho— and  two  United 
Methodist-related  seminaries— Iliff 
School  of  Theology  in  Denver  and  the 
School  of  Theology  at  Claremont,  Calif. 

‘God’s  ecology,  God’s  economy’ 

Dr.  Oakman  said  “God’s  ecology”  has 
four  distinctive  characteristics: 

y  The  community’s  long-term  good 
takes  precedence  over  short-term  indi¬ 
vidual,  economic  or  technical  consider¬ 
ations. 

y  People  and  the  land  are  revitalized 
by  “margins,  wilderness  and  creative 
chaos.” 

y  Jesus  and  his  disciples  were  on  the 
margins,  but  marginal  people  are  impor¬ 
tant  players  in  society. 

y  Labor  and  land  “are  gifts  held  in 
trust." 

Just  as  his  concept  of  ecology  was  dis¬ 
tinctive,  Dr.  Oakman’s  view  of  “God’s 
economy”  had  singular  characteristics: 

/  Cooperation  and  the  community 
are  more  highly  valued  than  competition 
and  the  individual. 

/  God  values  debt  forgiveness. 

y  “Usury  may  need  reconsideration.” 


“While  Jesus  may  not  . 
have  endorsed  .  .  .  the 
ends  of  peasant 
radicalism,  his  concrete  :- 
aims  at  economic  well¬ 
being  for  rural  folks 
could  be  carefully - 
melded  with  principles 
of  land  redistribution 
.  .  .  in  early  Israel.” 

— Dr.  Douglas  Oakman  : 


•/  God's  grace  has  material  applica- 
tions. 

y  The  law  should  serve  the  weak. 

y  Jesus  had  a  strong  interest  in  the 
material  well-being  of  people. 

Human  economics  disappointing 

Dr.  Shannon  Jung  of  the  University  of 
Dubuque  (Iowa)  Rural  Ministry  Program 
and  Center  for  Theology  and  Land  chal¬ 
lenged  the  audience  with  his  presenta¬ 
tion  on  "The  Economy  of  God  and  the 
Disappointment  of  Human  Economics.” 

“Why  has  Christianity  avoided  ques¬ 
tions  of  economics?”  he  asked.  "How  and 
why  did  economics  claim  to  be  an  inde? 
pendent,  autonomous  discipline?” 

Dr.  Jung  used  the  illustration  of  wom¬ 
en  successfully  mining  the  Bible  for  sup¬ 
port  of  a  feminist  theology  and  said  the 
Bible  awaits  mining  for  a  theology  of 
materialism. 

He  listed  the  dominant  U.S.  economic 
values: 

•  People  are  self-interested  and  rational. 

•  Pursuit  of  happiness  is  the  primary 
purpose  of  human  life,  and  people  must 
be  free  to  do  that. 

•Ideally,  people  must  be  free  to  com¬ 
pete  to  achieve  their  self-interest,  and 
there  are  natural  forces  at  work  to 
achieve  economic  equilibrium. 

Dr.  Jung  then  contrasted  these  values 
with  the  biblically  based  values  of  what 
he  termed  “God’s  Economy”: 

•God’s  economy  includes  everything. - 

•  Everything  is  interconnected.  : : 

•God  is  present  and  involved  in  this 

still-evolving  creation. 

•Humans  don’t  know  the  future,  pub 
poses  or  interrelations  of  God  and  creation; ; 

•  "The  final  guidepost  of  the  economy 
ics  of  God  is  justice.” 

Ms.  Healy  is  a  United  Methodist  lay- 
woman  and  free-lance  writer  from  Gold s 
en,  Colo. 


A  Time  For 
Comfort  and 
Reflection 


Keeping  My  Balance 

Spiritual  Help  When  Someone  1 
Love  Abuses  Drugs 
Cecil  Murphey 

ks  he  did  in  Day  to  Day:  Spiritual  Help 
iWhen  Someone  You  Love  Has 
„ Alzheimer’s,  Murphey  offers  med¬ 
itations  filled  with  care  and  compassion, 
providing  essential  spiritual  resources  for  drug- 
afflicted  families.  Realizing  how  difficult  it  is  to 
be  involved  with  an  addicted  person,  he  helps 
family  members  deal  with  their  own  feelings.  He  shows  them  how  to 
find  inner  strength  to  support  the  one  with  problems.  Meditations  are 
divided  into  four  sections:  caretaking,  emotions,  response,  and 
recovery 

Hard  $8.95 


Meditations  for  Lent 

Janies  G.  Kirk 

*^’^7’  Tell  known  for  the  sensitive  reflections  he  provided  in  When 
We  Gather:  A  Book  Of  Prayers  for  Worship ,  James  Kirk  now 
▼  ▼  presents  prayers  based  on  Scripture  readings  from  the 
lectionary.  An  index  of  Scripture  passages  and  classic  illustrations  by 
Virgil  Solis  enhance  the  volume. 

Paper  $9-95 

Published  by  THE  WESTMINSTER  PRESS 


Cokesbury 

VISIT  YOUR  COKESBURY  STORE 
or  CALL  TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-672-1789 
7:30-5:00  Central  time  or 
8:30-4:30  Pacific  time. 
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Was  there  a  Star  of  Bethlehem? 


German  scientist  probes  ancient  records  to  determine  starts  reality 


By  UGO  PREMATE 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem  is  an  integral 
part  of  the  Christmas  story. 

But,  was  there  such  a  star?  And,  if  so, 
what  was  it? 

For  centuries  experts  and  laymen,  as¬ 
tronomers  and  historians,  have  tried  to 
identify  the  star  with  each  and  every  ex¬ 
istent  or  imaginary  celestial  body. 

The  recent  investigations  of  Werner 
Keller,  a  German  scientist,  may  shed 
more  light  on  the  subject.  In  a  detailed 
study,  Mr.  Keller  probes  many  of  the 
questions  that  have  plagued  experts. 

Two  critical  questions:  Because  of  its 
sudden  appearance  and  a  sidereal  phe¬ 
nomenon,  was  the  Star  of  Bethlehem  a 
comet  or  a  new  star? 

Origen,  the  Alexandrian  writer  and 
theologian,  said  that  the  star  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  the  three  kings  had  nothing  in 
common  with  those  in  the  sky. 

He  deduced  that  it  was  a  new  star,  one 
of  those  that  from  time  to  time  is  seen  in 
orbit  and  that  the  Greek  scientists  label 
as  comets. 

But  comets’  appearances,  signs  of  pre¬ 
monitions  in  the  past,  have  always  been 
well  recorded  in  time. 

History  and  astronomy  agree  when 
mentioning  the  appearance  of  comets, 
like  the  one  in  44  B.C.  after  Julius  Cae¬ 
sar’s  murder  and  the  other  in  the  year  66 
just  before  Nero’s  suicide. 

Why  was  the  Star  of  Bethlehem,  if  a 
comet,  not  recorded  at  Christ’s  birth? 
Was  it  a  new  star,  then? 

No,  according  to  Mr.  Keller’s  study. 


Comets,  whose  internal  atomic  explo¬ 
sions  free  big  portions  of  material  and 
whose  luminosity  is  brighter  than  any 
other  star,  were  seen  around  Christ’s 
birth  —  in  the  years  134  Before  Christ  and 
again  in  173  Ante  Christum  —  and  only  then 
were  the  sidereal  phenomena  witnessed. 

But  Mr.  Keller,  in  his  detailed  investiga¬ 
tion,  encounters  something  very  relevant. 

In  the  year  1603  Johannes  Kepler,  the 
Renaissance  astronomer  known  for  his 
discovery  of  the  three  principles  of  plan¬ 
etary  motion,  while  in  Prague  studying 
the  near-conjunction  of  two  planets,  dis¬ 
covered  the  work  of  a  rabbi,  Abarbanel. 

The  work  contained  details  of  Jewish 
astrologists  attributing  the  Messiah’s  ar¬ 
rival  to  a  celestial  happening:  the  con¬ 
junction  of  Saturn  with  Jupiter  (symbol 
of  Israel,  its  protector)  and  the  constella¬ 
tion  of  that  country  (Pisces). 

And  Kepler  calculated,  according  to 
its  astrological  tables,  that  the  triple 
conjunction  took  place  in  the  year  7  be¬ 
fore  Christ. 

The  astonishing  Kepler  discovery  was 
not  ratified  till  1925  when  another  scien¬ 
tist,  Schebel,  stumbled  by  accident  over 
some  religious  scripts  of  the  Babylonial 
school  of  Sippar. 

Translating  the  contents,  he  concluded 
that  the  three  kings  said  in  reality:  “We 
have  seen  His  star  in  the  glitter  of  a 
morning  twilight,”  and  that  following  the 
course  of  Abraham— from  north  to 
south— must  have  been  preceded  by  the 
comet  then  at  its  triple  conjunction. 

But  that  was  the  year  7  B.C. 


More  investigations  revealed  that  the 
monk  Dionysius,  when  entrusted  in  the 
year  53  of  determining  and  dividing  the 
eras,  mistook  his  calculations. 

He  forgot  not  only  to  mark  the  year 
zero  as  the  ending  (Before  Christ)  and 
starting  (Ante  Christum)  points,  but  also 
let  out  the  four  years  that  Augustus, 
the  Roman  emperor,  governed  under 
his  own  name,  Octavian,  therefore  setting 
erroneously  the  birth  of  Christ  in  the  year 
174  (of  the  founding  of  Rome) . 


Documents  and  studies  of  Aulius  Gal- 
lus,  and  other  essayists,  revealed  the  er¬ 
ror.  Christ  was  born  two  years  before  the 
death  of  Hydumeus  the  Tyrant;  those  two 
years,  plus  the  four  missing  of  the  Au¬ 
gustus’  era  and  the  forgotten  year 
“zero,”  add  to  seven. 

Did  Johannes  Kepler  reach  the  right 
conclusion?  Mr.  Keller’s  investigation 
has  shed  some  light  on  the  subject,  fasci¬ 
nating,  and  almost  unreal;  but  many 
points  are  still  surrounded  by  mystery. 


Movie  Review 


Film  probes  reconciliation 
of  an  estranged  father,  son 


A  father  (Alan  King,  center)  and  his  son  (Billy  Crystal,  right)  try  to  renew 
their  relationship  in  “Memories  of  Me,”  a  movie  drama  with  a  rich  message  of 
reconciliation  offered  with  an  equally  rich  sense  of  humor. 


By  HILEY  H.  WARD 

Abe  Polin  (Alan  King)  in  the  film, 
“Memories  of  Me,”  is  near  retirement 
and  he’s  lonely. 

As  an  actor,  he  plods  along  as  an  extra 
and  in  bit  parts,  which  are  all  he  can  get. 
Acting  on  the  periphery  of  the  drama, 
he’s  never  able  to  emote  or  to  relate  to 
the  core  of  the  story. 

He’s  gone  through  life  the  same  way. 
Divorced,  he  has  long  been  estranged 
from  his  son,  Abbie  (Billy  Crystal),  now 
an  upcoming  New  York  surgeon. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  movie,  the 
young  doctor  has  a  heart  attack,  brought 
on  from  overwork.  Recuperating,  he  sets 
out  for  Hollywood  to  renew  his  roots  and 
seek  a  reconciliation  with  his  father. 

Both  are  lonely  in  the  world  whizzing 
by.  The  young  doctor,  uprooted,  is  facing 
the  big  chill  of  his  own  mortality.  The  fa¬ 
ther  broods  over  what  might  have  been 
in  his  acting  career. 

Going  to  work  one  morning  at  a  studio 
lot,  the  father  walks  alone  among  larger- 
than-life  walls,  boxed  in  with  his  empti¬ 
ness.  First  in  line  to  apply  for  a  new  bit 
part,  he  sits  on  his  folding  chair. 

The  bit  part,  when  it  comes,  is  to  walk 
around  in  a  red  lobster  suit,  zipped  up  to 
his  chin.  He’s  to  be  in  a  film  sequence 
where  his  colleagues  are  also  dressed  as 
creatures,  fruits  and  vegetables. 

But  the  father  is  not  without  friends. 
He  meets  with  fellow  extras  after  hours 
and  helps  counsel  them  and  broker  jobs 
for  them. 

The  doctor-son  finds  his  father’s  life 
trivial  and  bizarre. 

There  is  a  tender  moment  when  a 
young  lady— another  "extra”— runs  to 
the  father  and,  in  tears,  thanks  him  for 
helping  her  find  a  job.  As  a  counterpoint, 
the  young  doctor  is  shown  rushing  to  an 
accident  scene  and  getting  bloodied  as  he 
helps  a  badly  injured  man. 

What  makes  this  film,  directed  by  Hen¬ 
ry  Winkler,  different  from  the  other  es¬ 
trangement  and  reconciliation  films  about 
ailing  fathers  and  forgotten  sons  (such  as 


the  1986  film,  “Nothing  in  Common")  is 
that  the  two  men  are  somewhat  equal. 

Both  have  a  career  commitment,  both 
are  working,  both  care  about  people, 
both  have  medical  problems.  The  son 
could  die,  the  father  could  die.  The  movie 
could  go  either  way. 

Here  are  good,  caring  people  deep  in 
loneliness  and  self-pity.  In  fact,  it  is  each 
one  trying  to  put  the  other  in  a  pre-cast 
mold  that  causes  sharp  conflict  which 
peaks  in  a  poignant  confrontation  in  a  car 
tunnel.  The  two  get  out  of  the  car  and 
scream  at  one  another.  The  desolate  tun¬ 
nel  compacts  their  loneliness  into  a  kind  of 
hell,  which  they  make  for  each  other. 

The  emphasis  on  estrangement,  lack  of 
sense  of  identity  and  a  soul  hemmed  in  by 
high  walls  is  reminiscent  of  the  sense  of 
loneliness  and  death  that  pervaded  Ber¬ 
nardo  Bertolucci’s  “Last  Tango  in  Paris,” 
although  this  film,  rated  PG-13,  is  in  a 
much  different  family  kind  of  category. 

“Memories  of  Me,”  with  its  circus-like 
extras  dressed  in  all  kinds  of  parapher¬ 
nalia,  also  recalls  the  loneliness  and  es¬ 
trangement  that  Federico  Fellini  stirs  up 
with  the  imagery  of  circus  clowns  and 
entertainers. 

In  "Memories  of  Me,”  the  young  doctor 
has  a  girlfriend,  Dr.  Lisa  McConnell  (Jo- 
Beth  Williams).  Worried  about  the  young 
doctor’s  health,  she  flies  from  the  east  to 
the  west  coast  to  encourage  and  humor 
him  in  the  presence  of  what  appears  to  be 
a  jaded,  difficult  aging  father. 

Dr.  McConnell  finds  the  war  between 
the  father  and  son  more  than  she  can 
handle,  yet  her  presence  serves  as  a  cat¬ 
alyst  in  resolving  the  generation  duel. 

As  the  characters,  with  so  much  in 
common,  move  on  from  their  deadening 
preoccupation  with  themselves  and  let 
go  of  their  obsessiveness,  the  movie 
blooms  into  a  celebration  of  lives  lived 
for  others. 

Dr.  Ward,  a  frequent  reviewer  for  the 
Reporter,  is  a  journalism  professor  at 
Temple  University  in  Philadelphia. 


History  of  Hymns 

Hymn  traced  to  17th  century  German  pastor 


a  hymnal  that  included  this  hymn.  Con¬ 
taining  more  than  1,200  hymns  (over  300 
by  Olearius),  it  was  the  largest  and  most 
significant  German  hymnal  of  the  17th 
century. 

Catherine  Winkworth,  a  skillful  trans¬ 
lator  of  German  hymns,  made  this  En¬ 
glish  translation  in  1863,  and  it  has  found 
wide  acceptance  in  English  speaking 
countries. 

“Psalm  42,”  the  tune  used  with  this 
English  text,  is  based  on  a  French  folk 
song  dating  from  1505. 

Louis  Bourgeois  served  as  music  edi¬ 
tor  for  the  psalters  of  John  Calvin  for  fif¬ 
teen  years  in  Geneva,  Switzerland.  He 
adapted,  arranged,  and  composed  tunes 
to  fit  the  poetic  versions  of  the  psalms 
made  by  Clement  Marot  and  Theodore 
de  Beza. 

His  wise  judgment  in  choosing  and 


shaping  these  tunes  is  evident  in  the  fact 
that  some  of  them  have  lasted  more  than 
400  years. 

The  more  familiar  tune  “Old  Hun¬ 
dredth,”  which  we  use  to  sing  “Praise 
God  from  whom  all  blessings  flow,”  ap¬ 
peared  along  with  “Psalm  42”  in  the  1551 
edition  of  the  "Genevan  Psalter.” 

John  Calvin,  whose  death  occurred  in 
the  same  year  that  William  Shakespeare 
was  born,  was  a  contemporary  of  Martin 
Luther.  Calvin’s  reformation  activities 
took  place  in  the  French-speaking  city  of 
Geneva. 

A  systematic  theologian  of  strict  con¬ 
viction,  Calvin  allowed  only  scripture— 
actually  only  Old  Testament  psalms— to 


Dear  Deborah 

Pastors  should  sometimes 
refer  people  to  counselors 


Comfort,  comfort  ye  my  people, 
Speak  ye  peace,  thus  saith  our 
God; 

Comfort  those  who  sit  in  darkness, 
Mourning  ’neath  their  sorrows’ 
load. 

Speak  ye  to  Jerusalem 

Of  the  peace  that  waits  for  them; 

•  Tell  her  that  her  sins  I  cover, 

■  And  her  warfare  now  is  over. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 
Johannes  Olearius,  who  wrote  these 
lines,  was  graduated  from  the  University 
of  Wittenberg  with  a  doctor  of  divinity 
degree  in  1643. 

The  hymn,  a  paraphrase  of  Isaiah  40:1- 
8,  was  originally  written  for  St.  John  the 
Baptist’s  Day  which  falls  on  June  24,  the 
traditional  date  of  his  birth. 

In  1671,  at  Leipzig,  Olearius  published 
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Dear  Deborah: 

I  went  to  my  pastor  for  counseling,  but 
he  said  he  does  not  do  counseling  and 
suggested  I  see  a  pastoral  counselor. 

Why  should  I  pay  to  see  someone  when 
I  should  be  able  to  talk  with  my  pastor 
for  free? 

Feeling  Rejected. 

Dear  Feeling  So  but  NOT  Rejected: 

You  do  not  indicate  what  you 
wanted  counseling  for,  but  in  this 
day  and  age  counseling  is  a  specific 
profession  and  requires  training  and 
experience  to  be  effective  and  not 
do  harm. 

More  and  more  pastors  are  realiz¬ 
ing  they  do  not  have  the  expertise. 
Because  they  want  the  best  for  their 
parishioners,  they  suggest  a  pastoral 
counselor  or  even  a  mental  health 
counselor. 

Other  issues  sometimes  come  up. 
One  is  confidentiality.  Sometimes  peo¬ 
ple  get  upset  when  a  sermon  illustra¬ 
tion  is  close  to  a  situation  they  have 
talked  about  with  the  pastor,  even 
though  the  pastor  does  make  it  clear 
it  is  a  fictional  illustration.  But  it 
might  be  too  close  to  home  some¬ 
times! 

A  second  concern  is  the  appearance 
of  a  conflict  of  interest  for  the  pastor. 

In  counseling,  if  someone  needs  to 


be  sung  in  his  church.  He  enlisted  some 
poets  to  cast  the  psalms  into  consistent 
metrical  verses,  which  could  be  sung  to 
the  same  tune. 

The  poets  were  instructed  not  to  devi¬ 
ate  from  the  original  Hebrew  in  making 
the  French  lyrics,  nor  to  interpret  or  in¬ 
ject  any  new  ideas  into  their  psalm  ver¬ 
sions. 

Calvin  wanted  the  congregation  to  sing 
pure  scripture.  Bourgeois’  psalm  tunes, 
the  musical  vehicles  of  these  psalm 
texts,  laid  the  foundation  for  English 
hymn  tunes,  and  the  pages  of  our  hym¬ 
nals  bear  witness  to  this  fact. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"Lo,  how  a  Rose  e'er  blooming” 


hear  the  message  of  Jesus  as  he 
spoke  to  the  rich  young  ruler,  but 
the  pastor  is  preaching  about  stew¬ 
ardship  from  the  pulpit,  the  counsel¬ 
ing  message  may  not  get  through! 

Another  issue  is  the  best  use  of  the 
clergy  person’s  time. 

Pastoral  care,  sermons,  adminis¬ 
tration,  hospital  calls,  weddings, 
baptisms,  funerals  and  so  on  all  have 
to  be  allotted  time  in  the  schedule. 

I  think  each  congregation  should 
set  priorities  with  their  own  clergy 
for  the  best  use  of  the  available  time. 

Lastly,  the  pastor's  time  is  not  free. 
You  and  everyone  else  pay  for  the 
pastor  whose  salary  comes  out  of  the 
generous  giving  to  the  local  budget. 

My  advice  to  you  is  to  talk  this 
over  with  the  pastor  and  express 
your  feelings  of  rejection. 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  was 
the  intention  by  your  pastor. 

I  do  believe  that  prayer  before  you 
go,  for  the  pastor  and  the  situation 
you  wanted  counseling  for  will  help 
resolve  this  for  you. 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 


Family  gets  its  kicks  together 

YUMA,  Ariz.— When  the  Rev.  Dennis  Mountjoy;  his  wife,  Sandy;  and  their 
four  children— Sean,  17  (top  left);  Eric,  12;  Erin,  7;  and  Sara,  9— prepare  for 
their  thrice-weekly  studies,  nobody  gets  out  the  books.  The  Mountjoy  family 
is  studying  Shotokan  Karate,  a  martial  art  that  Mr.  Mountjoy  describes  “as 
very  United  Methodist.”  That’s  because  the  first  statement  of  Shotokan  Ka¬ 
rate  philosophy  is  “Seek  perfection  of  character,”  which  he  said  has  over¬ 
tones  of  Methodist  founder  John  Wesley’s  ‘going  on  to  perfection.”  Mr. 
Mountjoy  is  pastor  of  the  Fort  Yuma  United  Methodist  Church  and  director 
of  the  church’s  Indian  Mission. 
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Senior  citizens  swell  volunteer  ranks 

MARIETTA,  Ga.— Senior  citizens  can  often  be  seen  working  in  volunteer 
positions  in  churches.  Some  are  ushers,  Eucharistic  ministers,  shelter  and 
soup  kitchen  volunteers,  or  even  band  members.  Ida  Lynch,  Lannelle  War¬ 
ren  and  Thelma  Beavers,  members  of  a  senior  adult  ukulele  band,  frequent¬ 
ly  visit  nursing  homes  in  their  area  to  perform  as  a  volunteer  ministry. 


Seminary  students  gain  new 
insights  into  others’  beliefs 


By  LARRY  SOKOLOFF 
Religious  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Seminary  students, 
in  a  program  sponsored  by  the  National 
Conference  of  Christians  and  Jews,  are 
attempting  to  foster  understanding  in  the 
world  of  religion,  where  words  and  cus¬ 
toms  are  easily  misinterpreted. 

Students  who  took  part  in  the  latest  of 
a  series  of  seminars  in  the  National  Con¬ 
ference’s  “Theology  in  a  Pluralistic  Set¬ 
ting”  program  said  they  are  learning 
how  to  listen  to  each  other  and  to  respect 
each  other’s  differences. 

Shoshana  Gelfand,  a  rabbinical  stu¬ 
dent  at  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary 
in  New  York,  said  she  discovered  she  and 
black  women  studying  for  the  Protestant 
ministry  share  concerns  about  employ¬ 
ment  prospects. 

Conversely,  Audrey  Bennett  said  that 
learning  about  Jewish  prayer  traditions 
has  helped  her  gain  insights  into  Chris¬ 
tian  traditions  of  prayer.  Ms.  Bennett  is 
a  student  at  the  Howard  University  Di¬ 
vinity  School,  an  interdenominational 
seminary  here  connected  with  historical¬ 
ly  black  Howard  University. 

And  David  Mensah,  a  student  at  nonde- 
nominational  Yale  Divinity  School  in 
New  Haven,  said  meeting  other  semi¬ 
nary  students  has  shown  him  that  “inter- 
faith  dialogue  is  possible  and  helpful.” 

100  students,  20  seminaries 

The  NCCJ  program,  now  in  its  second 
year,  involves  100  students  from  20  semi¬ 
naries  throughout  the  northeast  repre¬ 
senting  Roman  Catholic,  Protestant, 
Orthodox  and  Jewish  traditions. 

Ms.  Gelfand,  Ms.  Bennett  and  Mr. 
Mensah  were  among  about  20  students 
who  gathered  last  month  at  Howard  and 
the  nearby  Catholic  University  of  Ameri¬ 
ca  to  discuss  their  religions. 

Students  attended  classes  and  lectures, 
discussion  groups  and  religious  services. 

Similar  gatherings  are  planned  during 
the  current  academic  year  in  Boston, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

“The  idea  is  for  each  of  the  students  to 
have  an  opportunity  to  identify  the  dis¬ 
tinctiveness  of  each  of  the  communities 
so  they  can  reflect  back  on  who  they  are 
and  also  adjust  their  thinking  to  take  in  a 
more  realistic  and  full  picture  of  who  the 
others  are,”  said  Dr.  Ellen  Charry,  the 
program  director. 

Valuable  training  for  clergy 

Marcia  Prager,  a  student  at  Recon¬ 
structionist  Rabbinical  College  in  Wyn- 
cote,  Pa.,  said  the  program  provides 
valuable  training  for  future  clergy. 

“People  who  are  going  to  be  religious 
leaders,  if  they  don’t  know  how  to  listen, 
are  going  to  be  lost  in  an  endless  forest 
of  misunderstanding  that  will  only  ag¬ 
gravate  past  wounds,”  she  said. 

Ms.  Prager  said  she  found  it  “exhila¬ 
rating"  that  students  were  able  to  dis¬ 
cuss  important  issues  and  find  that  they 
shared  common  feelings. 

Nathan  E.  Jernigan,  a  Howard  stu¬ 
dent,  said  participants  came  to  realize 

Poem  of  the  Week 

Immanuel 

A  cross  impaled 
upon  the  Christmas  Star 
The  Holy  Spirit 
spoke  within  my  heart: 

Here  is  all  you  need  to  know— 

God  with  us 
God  redeeming  us. 

Alleluia  and  amen! 

—  POLLYANNA  SEDZIOL 


that  they  could  find  “common  ground  in 
the  midst  of  acknowledging  what  is  not 
(common  ground).” 

"Theology  in  a  Pluralistic  Setting”  is 
sponsored  through  a  grant  from  the  J. 
Howard  Pew  Freedom  Trust  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  matching  grants  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  other  groups. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  program  is 
to  have  participants  “collaborate  in  self- 
critical  theological  reflection  by  working 
in  one  another’s  theological  methods.” 

It  is  not  designed  “to  work  toward  res¬ 
olution  of  doctrinal  or  ecclesiastical  dif¬ 
ferences  but  to  explore  conjointly 
common  theological  questions  faced  by 
various  religious  traditions.” 

Native  American 
lands,  culture 
under  attack 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
WASHINGTON— Environmental  prob¬ 
lems  .and  the  nation’s  attitude  are  threat¬ 
ening  destruction  of  traditional  Native 
American  lands  and  culture. 

That  was  the  consensus  of  participants 
in  a  United  Methodist-sponsored  dia¬ 
logue  last  month  in  Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 

The  ultimate  solution  to  toxic  wastes, 
industrial  pollution,  waterways,  over- 
grazing  and  offshore  oil  and  gas  drilling 
“lies  in  reversing  the  continuing  Western 
conquest  of  nature,”  according  to  Lois 
Risling,  Areata,  Calif. 

What  is  needed,  she  told  more  than  40 
participants  in  the  dialogue,  is  the  creation 
of  “a  society  that  comprehends  that  the 
cultural  identity  of  human  communities  is 
linked  to  the  survival  of  other  species.” 

Ms.  Risling  directs  the  Indian  Teach¬ 
ers  Education  Program  at  Humboldt 
State  University  in  Areata. 

The  dialogue  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  autumn  National  Congress  of 
American  Indians. 

Tribal  sovereignty  critical 

Russell  Jim,  a  nuclear  waste  policy 
specialist  for  the  Yakima  Tribe  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  said  that  the  key  to 
any  solution  of  environmental  problems 
affecting  Native  Americans  must  begin 
with  the  recognition  of  treaty  rights  and 
tribal  sovereignty. 

Jaydee  Hanson,  director  of  the  Church 
and  Society  department  of  environmen¬ 
tal  justice  and  survival,  said  the  board 
has  been  receiving  a  growing  number  of 
requests  for  assistance  from  Native 
American  groups  involved  in  environ¬ 
mental  justice  struggles. 

He  said  findings  of  the  consultation 
will  be  used  by  the  board  to  create  an 
agenda  for  action  and  develop  a  network 
of  Native  Americans  and  United  Method¬ 
ists  working  on  the  issues. 

Church  urged  to  advocacy 

The  Rev.  Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett, 
Church  and  Society  general  secretary, 
said  “an  intrinsic  link  (lies)  between  the 
survival  of  tribal  people  and  the  health 
of  our  basic  life  support  systems.” 

Mr.  Fassett  is  the  first  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  to  serve  as  chief  staff  executive  of  a 
national  United  Methodist  agency. 

The  National  Congress  of  American 
Indians  commended  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  for  past  support. 

The  group  urged  the  church  to  be  an 
advocate  on  issues  such  as  sovereignty, 
environmental  protection,  natural  re¬ 
sources,  and  preservation  of  cultures  and 
traditions. 
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Methodist  Hospital  in  New  Orleans  Announces 
The  Methodist  Cancer  Center  Opening 


Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist  Hospi¬ 
tal  announces  the  opening  of  the  Method¬ 
ist  Cancer  Center. 

The  only  freestanding  hospital-affiliat¬ 
ed  center  of  its  kind  in  East  New  Or¬ 
leans,  the  Methodist  Cancer  Center 
brings  the  dimension  of  radiation  thera¬ 
py  to  an  area  in  which  it  was  not  avail¬ 
able,  as  well  as  broadens  the  scope  of 
existing  chemotherapeutic  capabilities. 

The  comprehensive  care  program  at 
Methodist  Hospital  includes  detection, 
prevention,  treatment  and  rehabilitation 
of  cancer. 

The  4800-square  foot  Methodist  Cancer 
Center  is  decorated  in  a  comfortable, 
homelike  atmosphere.  Patient  parking, 
including  special  provisions  for  the 
handicapped,  is  available  adjacent  to  the 
Center. 

Radiation  therapy  treatment  will  be 
provided  by  a  Varian  6/100  linear  accel¬ 
erator.  Patients  will  be  prepared  at  the 
Methodist  Cancer  Center  for  radiation 
therapy  by  simulating  the  treatment 
process  without  using  a  high  dosage  of 
radiation.  Methodist  Cancer  Center  Ra¬ 
diation  Therapists  are  Carl  S.  Merlin, 
M.D.  and  Thomas  J.  Weatherall,  M.D. 

Chemotherapy  treatment  will  be  ad¬ 
ministered  in  a  special  area  designated 
for  patient  convenience  and  comfort. 
Medical  Oncologists  are  Alexander  W. 
Washington  Jr.,  M.D.  and  Melissa  G. 
Brammer,  M.D. 

To  assist  in  recognizing  the  early  signs 
of  cancer,  Methodist  Hospital  offers  a 
variety  of  educational  and  screening  pro¬ 
grams.  Lectures  and  awareness  semi¬ 
nars  feature  health  care  specialists  who 
attempt  to  separate  the  facts  from  the 
fiction  about  cancer,  its  development 
and  treatment. 

Inpatient  care  at  Methodist  Hospital  is 
conducted  in  a  specially  designed  oncolo¬ 
gy  unit. 

Methodist  Hospital’s  continuum  ex¬ 
tends  to  provide  assistance  through  a  va¬ 


riety  of  counseling  and  support  services 
for  the  patient  and  family.  These  include 
social  services,  psychological  and  dietet¬ 
ic  counseling  and  pastoral  care. 

Each  staff  member  is  specially 
trained  in  the  most  advanced  methods  of 
outpatient  care  and  is  prepared  to  meet 
the  many  complex  emotional  and  physi¬ 
cal  needs  of  the  patient  and  family. 

To  assist  patients  in  maintaining  their 
nutritional  health  during  treatment,  reg¬ 
istered  dieticians  help  patients  cope  with 
short-term  diet  problems  that  may  occur 
from  the  disease  or  treatment.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  they  provide  assistance  for  main¬ 
taining  a  well-balanced  diet  at  home. 

Methodist  Hospital  and  the  Methodist 
Cancer  Center  maintain  a  strong  link 
with  the  American  Cancer  Society  and  a 
network  of  other  organizations  that  offer 
support,  such  as  hospice  care.  A  Cancer 
Support  Group  meets  at  Methodist  Hos¬ 
pital  regularly. 

Patients  who  choose  to  remain  at 
home  during  cancer  treatment  have  the 
support  of  a  full  range  of  home  health 
services  through  Methodist  Hospital. 

A  Tumor  Registry  has  also  been  estab¬ 
lished.  The  Registry  provides  a  system 
by  which  all  forms  of  diagnosed  or  treat¬ 
ed  cancer  will  be  monitored.  The  data 
will  ensure  that  each  patient  receives  the 
most  comprehensive  cancer  treatment 
available. 

The  Methodist  Cancer  Center  is  a 
member  of  the  diversified  Methodist 
Health  System.  The  Center  is  located  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Pendleton  Memorial  Methodist 
Hospital.  Other  Complex  services  in¬ 
clude  the  Methodist  Ambulatory  Surgery 
Center,  the  Methodist  Occupational  and 
Industrial  Medicine  Clinic,  the  Methodist 
Psychiatric  Pavilion  and  the  Methodist 
Neurosurgery  Center.  The  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  of  East  New  Orleans  is  also  located 
on  the  Methodist  Campus. 

For  information  about  the  Methodist 
Cancer  Center,  call  (504)  244-4900. 


Comfortable  Atmosphere  Where  Friendships  Are  Made 
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Advent  III:  Love 


This  Sunday  we  celebrate  the  third  Sunday  in  Advent.  As  we  considered 
hope  the  first  Sunday  and  faith  the  second  Sunday,  love  will  be  our  focus  this 
Sunday. 

Love  is  the  goal  of  the  Christian  life.  It  is  not  an  easy  goal,  one  that  can  be 
reached  and  then  put  behind  us.  It  is  a  process  goal,  shaping  who  we  become 
as  it  influences  our  decisions,  behavior,  and  habits. 

This  love  is  not  a  spontaneous  emotion,  a  moment’s  spillover  of  warmth;  it 
is  a  long-term  attitude  learned  through  discipline  and  patience.  It  requires 
constant  attentiveness,  a  willingness  to  SEE  and  to  HEAR  and  to  TOUCH  the 
lives  of  those  around  us  —  even  those  who  are  different  from  us  or  disagree 
with  us,  who  make  our  lives  difficult  or  evoke  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  within 
us.  Dorotheas  of  Gaza,  a  sixteenth  century  monk,  stated  that  we 
should  take  care  to  be  at  one  with  everyone  else,  for  the  more  one 
is  united  to  his  neighbor,  the  more  he  is  united  with  God. 

As  we  grow  in  our  love  for  others,  we  grow  in  our  love  for  God.  In  fact,  we 
cannot  grow  in  our  love  for  God  without  growing  in  our  love  for  others. 

Love  is  not  abstract;  it  shows  itself  in  acts  of  kindness.  Roberta  C.  Boni 
writes  in  TO  LOVE  AS  GOD  LOVES  that  love  “is  not  a  duty  we  grimly 
perform.  It  has  to  do  with  delight  in  God  and  other  people  even  at  its  hardest.” 
She  says  that  it  is  impossible  “to  grit  the  teeth  and  love,  no  matter  how  much 
we  want  to."  She  reminds  us  that  growth  toward  perfect  love  “moves  us 
increasingly  toward  a  deeper  compassion  for  other  people’s  human  frailty.” 

We  are  the  Body  of  Christ,  the  channels  of  God’s  love.  I  pray  that  as 
individuals  and  as  churches  we  will  grow  in  that  love.  “Hope,  faith,  and  love 
—  these  three,  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  love.” 


O  e^\ 


Jesus  calls  us...  saying  ‘Christian  follow  me 
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Food,  Clothing,  Supplies  and  Work 
Teams  Provide  Jamaican  Relief 


Volunteers  in  Mission  offers  opportu¬ 
nities  for  us  to  be  in  mission,  rather 
than  hearing  about  mission  or  thinking 
about  mission.  In  answer  to  this  call,  six 
from  Munholland  UMC  went  to  St.  Ann’s 
Bay  in  Jamaica  in  August.  They  went  to 
help  build  a  secondary  school  (Wesley 


College).  Since  none  of  them  were  skilled 
construction  workers,  they  did  what  they 
could:  the  women  painted,  and  the  men 
built  scaffolding  and  hauled  many  buck¬ 
ets  of  cement  for  plastering.  They  spent 
twelve  days  there,  and  found  that  United 
Methodists  in  Jamaica  are  very  warm- 


New  Facility  for  Mount  Sequoyah 


Drawing  of  proposed  Olin  C.  Bailey  Center  at  Mt.  Sequoyah. 


A  ground  breaking  ceremony  was  held 
recently  for  the  new  Olin  C.  Bailey  Cen¬ 
ter  at  Mount  Sequoyah  located  in  Fay¬ 
etteville,  Arkansas.  The  building,  which 
is  scheduled  for  completion  in  June  of 
1989,  was  named  by  Mrs.  Bailey  of  El 
Dorado  in  memory  of  her  late  husband. 

Once  completed,  the  structure  can  be 
used  for  study  by  250  persons  at  tables  or 
around  300  for  receptions  and  gather¬ 
ings.  It  is  being  built  next  to  the  Cokes- 
bury  Book  Store.  Landscaping  will 
include  an  existing  row  of  colorful  sugar 
maples. 

“The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  has 
accepted  major  funding  for  this  project,” 
said  Administrator,  Reverend  Don  Wad¬ 
dell.  "We  consider  this  a  strong  vote  of 


confidence  for  the  future  of  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah,”  he  added.  “As  president  of 
Mount  Sequoyah’s  Board  of  Trustees, 
Bishop  Richard  Wilke  has  been  a  strong 
supporter  of  Mount  Sequoyah  as  it  moves 
into  a  new  era  of  ministry,”  said  Rever¬ 
end  Waddell. 

Records  show  that  attendance  in  this 
Jurisdictional  Conference  and  Retreat 
Center  more  than  doubled  between  1985- 
1987.  Fifty-six  new  “first  time”  events 
were  scheduled  in  1988. 

Reverend  Charles  McDonald,  District 
Superintendent  of  the  Fayetteville  Dis¬ 
trict  and  chairperson  of  the  building 
committee  said,  “This  is  a  new  day  for 
Mount  Sequoyah.” 


In  Memoriam 


Louisiana  Conference  minister,  Wilmer  Tracy  Woodfork  died  November  23, 
1988  at  M.D.  Anderson  Medical  Center  in  Houston.  Reverend  Woodfork,  29,  was 
a  native  of  West  Baton  Rouge  Parish  and  a  resident  of  Opelousas  where  he 
served  as  minister  of  St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church.  Services  were  con¬ 
ducted  by  District  Superintendent  Kirby  Vining  at  11:00  a.m.  on  Tuesday, 
November  29  at  St.  Mark’s.  He  is  survived  by  his  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilmer 
Woodfork,  two  brothers,  and  five  sisters. 


Training  Event  for  New 
Church  Officials  Planned 


Each  year  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries  plans  a  series  of  train¬ 
ing  events  for  church  leaders  who  will 
be  giving  guidance  and  direction  to 
programs  within  their  local  churches. 
Under  the  general  theme,  “Renew  the 
Vision,”  five  different  areas  of  in¬ 
struction  will  be  given  on  Saturday 
morning  during  the  months  of  Janu¬ 
ary  and  February.  Each  gathering 
will  be  opened  with  a  devotional  by 
Bishop  Oden,  followed  by  three  hours 
of  instruction.  The  general  topic  of 
each  workshop  is  listed  below : 

9:00  a.m.  —  Opening  Devotional  — 
Bishop  Oden 

9:15  a.m.  —  Disperse  to  Workshops 
(Each  participant  will  attend  one.) 

1.  Missions  —  Rev.  Steve  Car¬ 
away,  Conference  Mission¬ 
ary  "Secretary 

To  help  persons  be  better  in¬ 
formed,  more  knowledge¬ 
able,  and  strongly  motivated 
concerning  the  mission  out¬ 
reach  of  the  church. 

For:  Missions  Chairs;  Volun¬ 
teers  in  Mission;  Health  & 
Welfare  and  others  interest¬ 
ed. 

2.  Financial  Campaigns  —  Dr. 
Harvey  Williamson,  Execu¬ 
tive  Director,  Conference 
Council  on  Ministries 

To  deal  with  “raising  mon¬ 
ey”  for  church  budgets.  A 
new  fund  raising  process 
called  "Telerama”  will  be 
introduced. 

For:  Stewardship  Chairs;  Fi¬ 


nance  Chairs;  Treasurers; 
Lay  Leaders  and  others  in¬ 
terested. 

3.  Outreach  —  Rev.  Roger 
Lathan,  Conference  Director 
of  Special  Ministries 

To  consider  all  aspects  of 
outreach  to  the  community 
and  the  world,  and  to  be 
aware  of  the  opportunities 
for  social  action. 

For:  Church  &  Society;  Reli¬ 
gion  &  Race;  Commission  on 
the  Status  &  Role  of  Women; 
Christian  Unity  &  Interreli¬ 
gious  Concerns  and  others 
interested. 

4.  Youth  —  Mrs.  Carolyn  Dove, 
Conference  Coordinator  of 
Youth  Ministry 

To  present  planning,  evalua¬ 
tion  and  resources  for  the 
youth  program. 

For:  Youth  Coordinators; 
counselors;  teachers  and  all 
workers  with  youth. 

5.  Education  —  Mr.  Larry 
Lewis,  Conference  Director 
of  Education  Ministries 

To  deal  with  Sunday  School 
evaluation/planning  and 
educational  programs  of  the 
church. 

For:  Age-level  coordinators; 
Sunday  School  Superinten¬ 
dents;  Education  Chairs  and 
others  interested  in  the  edu¬ 
cation  program. 

12:00  noon  —  Dismiss 


hearted,  very  open,  and  very  faithful  to 
our  Lord. 

Upon  the  return,  the  volunteers  pon¬ 
dered  —  was  their  time  and  money  spent 
wisely?  Why  were  they  sent  there?  And 
then,  two  weeks  later,  Hurricane  Gilbert 
hit  Jamaica,  and  the  island  was  devas¬ 
tated.  God  had  answered  their  questions! 
These  individuals  were  sent  so  that  the 
needs  of  Christian  brothers  and  sisters 
would  be  revealed  to  everyone  involved; 
so  that  they  would  be  called  "from  all 
cares  and  pleasures ...” 

The  coordination  of  relief  efforts  have 
been  conducted  with  friends  from  Geor¬ 
gia,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  North  Caroli¬ 
na  and  Texas.  These  volunteers  are 
grateful  indeed,  to  the  United  Methodists 
in  the  Louisiana  Conference  who  also  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  call  for  Jamaican  relief. 

Just  in  the  area  where  the  volunteers 
lived  and  worked,  the  roofs  were  taken 
off  of  Wesley  College,  the  Conference 
Center  where  they  stayed,  the  Minister’s 
home,  and  the  main  church  in  St.  Ann’s 
Bay.  In  addition,  much  damage  was  done 
to  the  local  hospital  and  infirmary  (nurs¬ 
ing  home).  While  aid  has  been  sent  in  by 
UMCOR  and  other  agencies,  most  of  the 
relief  has  gone  either  to  Montego  Bay  or 
Kingston,  the  largest  cities  on  the  island. 
However,  our  efforts  have  been  centered 
around  St.  Ann’s  Bay. 

So  far,  Louisiana  Methodists  have  sent 
$10,500  in  basic  foods  (powdered  milk, 
rice,  red  beans,  soup  and  corn  meal), 
boxes  of  shoes  and  clothing  to  a  local 
-  school  for  Girls,  nine -used-mattresses,  a 


keg  of  nails,  and  a  sampling  of  lumber. 
The  first  shipment  of  food  has  arrived  in 
St.  Ann's  Bay.  Of  that,  $2,000  was  distrib¬ 
uted  to  the  hospital  and  nursing  home 
which  is  known  as  the  Infirmary.  Exten¬ 
sive  damage  has  been  done  there.  A  sec¬ 
ond  shipment  is  now  on  the  way  with 
clothing  and  food. 

A  Methodist  work  team  from  Shreve¬ 
port,  Louisiana,  has  been  in  St.  Ann’s  Bay. 
straightening  some  of  the  walkway  co¬ 
verings  there  and  has  provided  general 
medical  help.  Two  midwives  were  on 
that  team.  There  remains  concern  about 
the  backup  generator  and  the  autoclave 
at  the  St.  Ann’s  Bay  Hospital. 

All  of  the  crops  on  the  island  were  de¬ 
stroyed,  the  fruit  trees  severely  dam¬ 
aged,  and  the  poultry  crop  wiped  out. 
The  poor  people  in  Jamaica  depend  sole¬ 
ly  on  crops,  poultry,  and  fruit,  and  thus, 
will  have  no  means  to  sustain  themselves 
for  at  least  four  months. 

When  God  calls,  and  we  answer,  he 
blesses  us  with  the  ability  to  give,  and 
others,  in  turn,  are  blessed.  WHAT 
SHALL  WE  DO  NEXT?  More  food  is 
needed,  building  supplies  for  repair  are 
critical,  mattresses  are  a  must,  medical 
supplies  are  in  demand  —  the  list  goes 
on  and  on.  If  you  would  like  to  be  a  part 
of  a  work  team,  contact  Reverend  James 
Poole  at  411  Second  Street,  Natchitoches, 
LA  (318-357-8296). 

A  hearty  thanks  to  all  United  Method¬ 
ists  in  Louisiana  who  made  the  decision 
to  “serve  and  love  thee  best  of  all!”  Fu¬ 
ture  articles  will  keep  you  up  to  date  as 
we  determine  which  need  tameet  next. 


Around  the  Conference 


BETHEL  BIBLE  SERIES  GRADUATES  -  Algiers  UMC,  New  Orleans-Slidell 
District,  lists  six  persons  who  completed  the  Teacher’s  Training  in  the  Bethel  Bible 
Series  Study.  They  are:  1.  to  r.,  Drury  Forinash,  Catherine  Forinash,  Mary  Keller, 
Donna  Darling,  and  Richard  Darling.  Not  shown  is  Ken  Hardman.  The  church  has 
begun  the  Congregational  Series  with  a  total  of  26  in  attendance.  Rev.  W.  Ed  Parks 
is  pastor. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events 


Some  of  the  items  that  Noel  Memorial 
UMC  in  Shreveport  would  like  to  have 
for  its  Christmas  Baskets  are  hams,  tur¬ 
keys,  canned  fruit  and  vegetables, 
canned  meat,  potatoes,  sugar,  flour,  rice, 
cookies,  candy,  or  any  packaged  or 
boxed  food.  The  church  is  asking  adults 
to  bring  food,  gifts,  and  new  or  used 
clothing  for  all  ages.  The  children  are 
asked  to  bring  new  or  used  toys  and  the 
youth  are  asked  to  bring  all  types  of  toi¬ 
let  articles.  These  baskets  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  on  December  15  and  16.  Deliveries 
will  begin  upon  completion  of  the  bas¬ 
kets.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Simmons  is  Pastor. 


Bazaar  1988  for  Louisiana  Memorial 
UMC  in  Opelousas  has  come  to  an  end. 
Everyone  involved  worked  very  hard  to 
make  the  event  a  great  success.  The  men 
cleared  $2,400  with  the  barbecue,  and  ap¬ 
proximately  $6,600  were  made  with  the 
sale  of  food  and  crafts.  Rev.  Cliff  C. 
Wright  Jr.  is  Pastor. 


The  Fisher  Methodist  Church  recently 
held  a  Thanksgiving  meal.  It  was  a  won¬ 
derful  time  for  fellowship  and  fun  for  ev¬ 


eryone  in  attendance.  Rev.  Willis  W. 
Dear  is  Pastor. 

*  *  * 

A  group  is  being  formed  at  First  UMC 
in  Houma  to  take  a  tour  of  the  city  to  see 
Christmas  decorations.  Those  interested 
are  to  contact  the  church.  Rev.  J.  Henry 
Bowdon  Jr.  is  Pastor. 

*  «  * 

Sunday,  December  11,  1988,  the  youth 
of  Davidson  Memorial  UMC  in  La¬ 
fayette  will  join  the  UMYF  of  Rosedale 
for  a  hayride  and  wiener  roast.  Everyone 
plans  to  meet  at  the  church  before 
Christmas  caroling.  Rev.  Robert  L. 
Deich  is  Pastor  at  Davidson  and  Rev. 
Douglas  L.  Davis  is  Pastor  at  Rosedale. 

*  *  • 

Sunday  School  children  of  Jefferson 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  are  asked  to  bring 
a  “Just-Like-Me”  bag  to  share  with  the 
needy  at  the  Istrouma  Food  Bank  during 
the  Advent  Season.  Clothing,  toys,  school 
items,  and  Christmas  gifts  are  needed. 
Rev.  William  E.  Nolan  is  Pastor. 


The  Junior  and  Senior  High  MYF  of 
First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles,  are  collect¬ 
ing  canned  goods  and  clothing  for  those 


in  need  for  Christmas.  Donations  may  be 
given  to  a  youth  member  or  brought  to 
the  church  office.  Rev.  Grayson  B.  Wat¬ 
son  is  Pastor. 


A  special  thanks  is  extended  to  all  per¬ 
sons  who  donated  baked  goods  to  the 
UM  Women  Bake  Sale  on  Election  Day 
for  Lake  Vista  UMC  in  New  Orleans. 
Many  persons  in  the  church  gave  food 
and  it  was  deeply  appreciated.  The  event 
was  a  huge  success.  Dr.  Alan  Dee  Einsel 
is  Pastor. 


Spencer  Clifford  of  St.  Matthew’s 
UMC  in  Metairie,  has  been  chosen  to  be 
a  participant  in  “Up  With  People.”  This 
is  a  very  dynamic,  contemporary,  inter¬ 
national  and  educational,  as  well  as  cul¬ 
tural  program.  Following  five  weeks  of 
staging  and  orientation  in  Tucson,  Arizo¬ 
na,  Clifford  will  travel  for  10  months 
with  a  cast  of  over  100  from  18  different 
countries,  building  peace  through  under¬ 
standing  among  people  everywhere.  Clif¬ 
ford  is  taking  a  year  off  from  his  college 
career  to  participate  in  this  vital  learn¬ 
ing  and  sharing  opportunity. 


The  UM  Women  of  Live  Oak  UMC  re¬ 
cently  held  a  barbecue  and  bake  sale 
from  11:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  They  sold 
cakes,  pies,  and  cookies.  A  garage  sale 
was  also  held.  All  involved  worked  very 
hard  to  make  the  event  a  success.  Rev. 
Angus  Carruth  is  Pastor. 

*  *  * 

First  UMC  of  Minden  will  hold  a 
Christian  Music  Festival  featuring  youth 
choirs  from  around  the  state  and  star¬ 
ring  Billy  Sprague,  December  29,  4 : 00  to 
7:00  p.m.  Tickets  will  be  available  at  the 
door.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is  Pastor. 
*•* 

Rayville  UMC  will  host  its  Chancel 
Choir  Christmas  Cantata  “Carols  of 
Christmas”  by  Ellen  Jane  Lorenz  on 
Sunday,  December  18,  at  7  p.m.  in  the 
church  sanctuary.  A  reception  honoring 
the  choir  will  follow.  Rev.  Frank  M. 
Jones  is  pastor. 


First  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge  will  hold 
an  all-church  Christmas  Celebration  Pot- 
luck  Supper,  Sunday,  December  11,  at  4  - 
6  p.m.  There  will  be  a  very  special  visit 
from  Santa  Claus.  Rev.  Joe  W.  McClain 
is  pastor. 


LAITY  SUNDAY  —  Laity  Sunday  was  celebrated  at  Munholland  UMC  with  visits 
from  several  great  lay  men  and  women.  Stewardship  Chairperson,  Bill  Hall,  invited 
the  congregation  to  rededicate  itself  to  the  building  of  God’s  kingdom.  Senior  minis¬ 
ter,  Richard  Hoffpauir,  preached  a  sermon  entitled  “If  I  Were  a  Layperson.” 


HOMECOMING  CELEBRATION  -  Dr.  Woodrow  W.  Smith,  District  Superinten¬ 
dent  for  the  Lake  Charles  District,  is  shown  speaking  during  the  homecoming  cele¬ 
bration  for  Maplewood  UMC  in  Sulphur.  Reverend  Howard  Childs  is  the  present 
pastor. 
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Seeking  God’s  will  for  use  of  land 


Here  I  Stand 

Let’s  worship  Jesus  at  Christmas ,  not  Santa 


It  isn’t  always  necessary’  to  be  big  in 
order  to  make  “big”  things  happen. 

A  good  example  is  the  recent  Forum 
on  Church  and  Land  (see  UMR,  Dec.  2). 

In  both  origin  and  numbers,  the  forum  is 
small-scale.  It  was  instigated  by  the  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist-related  Western  Small 
Church/Rural  Life  Center  based  in  Filer, 
Idaho,  a  low-budget  agency  staffed  by  only 
two  people.  Attendance  at  the  interde¬ 
nominational  event  totaled  only  41  people. 

This  was  the  third  of  10  scheduled  an¬ 
nual  events  that  have  one  overriding  pur¬ 
pose:  to  develop  a  new  vision  of  ministry 
for  rural,  small-town  areas. 

The  recent  Church  and  Land  forum 
sparkled  with  provocative  observations 
about  God’s  will  for  a  broad  group  of 
moral  and  spiritual  concerns. 

Some  observations  were  cast  in  nega¬ 
tive  terms  that  suggested,  in  effect,  how 
commonly  held  societal  values  contrast 
with  divinely  inspired  values. 

For  example,  one  speaker  identified 
numerous  societal  "problems.”  He  said: 

Y  We  value  productivity  more  than 
sustainability. 

Y  We  value  food  for  profit  more  than 
food  for  nutrition. 

Y  We  value  land  as  property  more 
than  land  as  home. 

Y  We  value  bigness  more  than  appro¬ 
priateness. 

Y  We  value  agriculture  as  industry 
more  than  as  community  or  culture. 

Y  We  regard  land  as  cursed  more 
than  land  as  blessed  or  anointed. 

By  contrast,  another  speaker  identi¬ 
fied  five  biblically-derived  values  that 
mark  what  he  called  “God’s  economy.” 
Those  values: 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


•  God’s  economy  embraces  every¬ 
thing. 

•  Everything  is  interconnected. 

•God  is  present  and  involved  in  this 
still-evolving  creation. 

•  Humans  don’t  know  the  future,  pur¬ 
poses  or  interrelations  of  God  and  cre¬ 
ation. 

•  The  final  guidepost  of  God’s  econom¬ 
ics  is  justice. 

We  don't  wholly  agree  with  all  of  the 
above,  particularly  the  last  two. 

As  Christians,  for  example,  we  do 
know— by  faith  and  the  witness  of  Scrip¬ 
ture— a  key  “interrelation  of  God  and 
creation":  God  is  at  work  in  creation 
“for  good."  Hence,  when  human  welfare 
and  the  common  good  are  not  being  real¬ 
ized,  we  can  be  certain  that  God’s  pur¬ 
poses  are  not  being  fulfilled. 

We  question  also  whether  any  single 
biblical  value  can  properly  be  viewed  as 
the  “final  guidepost”  for  God’s  will  apart 
from  its  relationship  to  other,  equally  val¬ 
id  values  such  as  love  and  peace.  Chris¬ 
tian  experience  shows  that  a  harmony  of 
many  values  best  reflects  God’s  will. 

Despite  such  reservations,  it  is  re¬ 
freshing  to  find  such  moral  and  spiritual 
ferment  in  an  ongoing  church-related  fo¬ 
rum  that  deals  with  one  of  the  “big”  un¬ 
resolved  issues  of  our  time. 

Land  and  other  natural  resources  are 
precious  gifts  of  God  that  we  too  fre¬ 
quently  take  for  granted.  Whether  we’re 
rural  or  urban  people,  we  fail  to  reflect 
on  and  exercise  proper  stewardship  of 
those  gifts  at  the  risk  of  doing  irrepara¬ 
ble  harm  to  Planet  Earth. 

Inspired  by  the  forum’s  example,  congre¬ 
gations  of  all  sizes  should  seek  ways  to  pro¬ 
mote  meaningful  dialogue  on  such  issues. 


By  MILTON  M.  MILLER 

Santa  Claus  should  be  abolished 
from  the  celebration  of  Christmas.  He 
should  be  discarded  with  last  year’s 
gift  wrappings. 

Why  do  I  make  these  statements? 

First,  to  quote  from  “Alternatives” 
(an  organization  that  promotes  less 
commercialized  religious  celebra¬ 
tions):  “Whose  birthday  is  it  any¬ 
way?" 

It  certainly  isn’t  Santa  Claus’  de¬ 
spite  every  indication  to  the  contrary. 
His  face  and  portly  figure  appear  on 
the  majority  of  holiday  decorations 
and  greetings.  It  is  always  Santa 
Claus  who  receives  the  most  attention 
and  is  the  most  visible  during  the 
Christmas  season. 

Why  is  it  that  on  both  Christmas 
and  Easter  some  “secular"  element 
(Santa  Claus  and  the  Easter  bunny) 
has  been  introduced  to  take  the  spot¬ 
light  off  the  main  event? 

None  of  us  would  appreciate  having 
the  attention  paid  to  someone  else  on 
our  birthday.  So  why  should  we  insult 
our  Lord  by  honoring  someone  else  on 
His? 

Santa  has  become  a  god! 

Second,  Santa  Claus  has  become  a 
god!  We  are  told  that  anything  that 
takes  the  place  of  God  is  an  idol. 

“Alternatives”  has  a  poster  that 
shows  Santa  holding  the  Baby  Jesus  in 
the  stable.  A  ceramic  piece  that  I  saw 
last  year  showed  Santa  Claus  kneel¬ 
ing  at  the  manger.  That  is  absurd! 

The  argument  used  for  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  St.  Nick  in  our  celebration— 
that  children  need  something  “they 
can  see"— reminds  me  of  the  time 
when  Moses  tarried  on  Mount  Sinai 


when  God  gave  him  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments. 

As  Moses  descended  from  the 
mountain,  he  was  greeted  by  the  sight 
of  the  Golden  Calf.  Aaron’s  explana¬ 
tion  for  making  it:  “The  people  want¬ 
ed  something  they  could  see." 

The  argument  that  Santa  Claus  is 
the  “spirit  of  love”  leads  me  to  ask, 
"Then  where  does  that  leave  Jesus? 
Isn’t  He  the  spirit  of  love?” 

When  I  put  my  foot  down  one  time 
and  said,  “No  Santa  Claus  in  our 
church  this  year!”  who  was  it  that 
complained?  The  adults,  not  the  chil¬ 
dren.  Children  love  the  thought  of  the 
baby  in  the  manger  and  they,  with 
wide-eyed  innocence,  love  to  worship 
Him.  They  don’t  need  something  to 
take  His  place. 

Santa  Claus  has  no  place  in  the 
church,  especially  the  sanctuary.  We 
don’t  need  him  to  take  the  place  of  our 
Lord. 

He  inspires  greed 

Third,  Santa  Claus  inspires  greed. 
We  all  have  seen  little  children  push¬ 
ing  and  shoving  in  line  preparing  to 
tell  Santa  what  they  want  for  Christ¬ 
mas.  Most  of  them  have  long  lists  of 
items  for  themselves. 

Recently  a  post  office  employee 
was  quoted  as  saying  that  he  worked 
in  the  dead  letter  office.  Through  the 
years  he  has  processed  thousands  of 
letters  written  to  St.  Nick  asking  for 
gifts,  but  only  once  did  he  find  a 
"thank  you"  note  written  in  gratitude 
for  what  had  been  received. 

I  have  witnessed  the  sanctuary  of  a 
church  turn  into  a  madhouse  because 
of  the  arrival  of  the  man  in  the  red 
suit  as  children  and  adults  waited  for 


The  argument  used  for  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  St.  Nick  in  our  celebration  of 
Christmas— that  children  need  some¬ 
thing  “they  can  see”— is  similar  to 
the  one  used  by  the  Hebrews  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  idol  of  the  Golden  Calf.  But 
children  don’t  need  something  to  take 
Jesus’  place. 

their  names  to  be  called  to  receive 
their  gifts. 

Years  ago  while  I  was  in  seminary, 
Prof.  Robert  Traina  made  a  state¬ 
ment  that  I  have  never  forgotten.  He 
said:  “Santa  Claus  receives  the  glory 
and  gratitude  that  belongs  to  God. 
For  God  is  the  giver  of  every  good 
and  perfect  gift,  not  the  man  who 
comes  down  the  chimney.” 

Fourth,  the  myth  of  Santa  Claus  is 
cloaked  in  untruths.  After  a  child 


reaches  a  certain  age,  he  or  she  dis¬ 
covers  that  it  was  all  a  fake.  The  big 
fat  man  does  not  really  exist. 

Jesus  came  to  be  the  truth 

There  should  be  no  dishonesty  asso¬ 
ciated  with  such  a  beautiful  holiday. 
Jesus  came  to  be  the  truth.  Such  a 
lovely  story  does  not  need  to  be  sur¬ 
rounded  by  untruths. 

I  guess  I  will  never  understand  why 
we  “need”  Santa  Claus  at  all.  Jesus  is 
all  we  need.  He  alone  can  fulfill  our 
every  desire  and  need.  He  was  born  to 
be  our  Savior  and  Lord  and  that’s 
enough. 

With  great  fondness  and  gratitude  I 
remember  the  Christmas  Eve  ser¬ 
vices  that  I  have  attended  where 
Christ  was  the  center  of  our  worship. 

After  a  beautiful,  inspiring  service, 
we  would  all  go  out  into  the  winter’s 
night  with  a  hope  in  our  hearts,  a  joy 
in  our  spirits  as  we  recalled  how 
many  centuries  before  God  had  sent 
His  only  Son  to  live  with  us,  to  die  for 
us  and  to  show  us  the  way  to  heaven. 

This  Christmas  and  all  Christmases 
to  come,  let  us  worship  only  the  One 
whose  birthday  it  really  is. 

“ Here  l  Stand”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
their  opinions  and  concerns  about  is¬ 
sues  facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Mil- 
ton  M:  Miller  is  pastor  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Girard,  Ks.  (Kan¬ 
sas  East  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  double 
-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to: 
" Here  l  Stand,”  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


My  Witness 


Plea  for  change  in  UMC  structures:  Bravo! 


To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  to  the  Rev.  Lee  Cary  for  his  per¬ 
ceptive  and  articulate  plea  for  change  in 
the  United  Methodist  Qiurch  in  the  Nov. 
25  “Here  I  Stand”  column.  I  heartily  ap¬ 
plaud  Mr.  Cary’s  “agenda  for  transfor¬ 
mation.” 

I  especially  appreciate  his  suggestion 
that  we  redistribute  power  laterally,  to  en¬ 
courage  more  lay  participation.  I  also  en¬ 
dorse  his  call  for  focusing  our  efforts  on  a 
few  ambitious  and  highly  visible  projects 
rather  than  continuing  to  offer  vague  slo¬ 
gans  and  grand  pronouncements. 

In  addition,  I  congratulate  Mr.  Cary 
for  accurately  describing  the  gap  be¬ 
tween  the  UMC’s  superstructure  and  the 
members  of  local  congregations.  I  ap¬ 
plaud  his  plea  for  authentic  and  candid 
speech  from  both  laity  and  clergy. 

Most  of  all,  I  appreciate  Mr.  Cary’s 
emphasis  on  the  need  to  look  honestly  at 
our  organizational  structures  and  seri¬ 
ously  consider  changing  those  that  are 
ineffective. 

Thank  you  for  providing  an  outlet  in 
the  UMC  for  voices  like  Mr.  Cary’s.  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  our  church’s  survival  depends 
on  our  hearing  them. 

Barbara  Wendland 
Temple,  Texas 

Use  of  ‘charismatic’  hit 

To  the  Editor: 

Is  it  the  intent  of  the  Reporter  to  alien¬ 
ate  a  significant  portion  of  its  readers? 

Such  would  seem  to  be  the  case  with 
the  use  of  the  adjective  “charismatic”  to 
describe  the  Rev.  Jim  Jones  in  both  the 
Nov.  18  editorial  and  the  editor’s  note  to 
the  Jonestown  massacre  story. 

Surely  the  Reporter  knows  the  etymol¬ 
ogy  (from  the  Greek  charismata ,  mean¬ 
ing  “gifted”)  and  the  biblical  roots  of  the 
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term,  and  that  it  should  not  properly  be 
applied  to  a  demented  person  such  as 
Jim  Jones. 

Even  more  disturbing  is  that  the  Re¬ 
porter  must  surely  realize  that  many 
United  Methodist  constituents  and  mem¬ 
bers— those  who  emphasize  the  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  worship  and  devotion 
—identify  themselves  partially  through 
use  of  the  term,  charismatic. 

Those  people  have  been  dealt  an  injus¬ 
tice  by  an  inappropriate  use  of  a  beauti¬ 
ful  word  and  deserve  a  printed  apology. 

Michael  J.  Marx  Sr. 

Owensboro,  Kentucky 

Opinions  were  revealing 

To  the  Editor: 

I  have  read  and  reread  with  consider¬ 
able  interest  the  Jonestown  massacre  ar¬ 
ticle  by  Associate  Editor  Stephen  L. 
Swecker  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18).  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  by  the  Rev.  John  Moore 
were  very  revealing  to  me. 

Mr.  Moore’s  euphemisms— “human  con¬ 
dition,"  “life’s  deep  ambiguities,”  “forces 
of  death,”  “worthwhile  social  experi¬ 
ment,”  “affirm  the  humanness  of  all  the 
people  there,”  “our  children  took  seriously 
what  we  believed  about  commitment ...” 
—bespeak  much  about  this  devotion  to 
United  Methodism’s  liberal  bias. 

Mr.  Moore  indicated  that  he  knew  Jones 
as  a  fellow  minister  and  that  Jones  was  an 
occasional  visitor  in  the  Moore  home. 

It  is  almost  unbelievable  that  he  didn’t 
know  of  Jones’  communist  philosophy  and 
warped  hatred  of  American  tradition  that 
cost  him  two  daughters  and  a  grandson. 
The  latter  must  have  been  murdered! 

Jones’  warped  personality  was  appar¬ 
ent  to  Mr.  Moore’s  wife  Barbara  who 
stated,  “He  (Jones)  was  a  creepy  person 
who  was  warped  by  his  hatred  of  injus¬ 
tice  and  his  life-isn’t-fair  attitude." 

Maybe  Jones’  social/political  agenda 
was  closer  to  Mr.  Moore's  than  was  Mr. 
Moore’s  devotion  to  the  tradition  of  John 
Wesley  and  the  Gospel.  He  apparently  did 
not  or  could  not  distinguish  between  the 
profound  difference  between  good  and  eviL 
Roy  H.  Schuermann 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 

The  last  thing  we  need 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  18  issue  lists  the  members  of 
the  UMC  Committee  to  Study  Homosex¬ 
uality.  It  reads  like  a  list  of  delegates  to 
the  Democratic  Party  Convention  in  At¬ 
lanta  last  summer. 


Lord  willing,  I  expect  to  hear  four 
"Messiahs"  this  Christmas  season. 

I  may  even  sing  in 
one,  a  community 
sing-along  that  val¬ 
ues  religious  ardor 
over  musical  order. 

“Messiah”  has 
amazing  staying 
power.  It  survives 
organ  make-do  ac¬ 
companiments  no-  John  A.  Lovelace 
where  near  able  to  match  Handel’s 
orchestration;  tenors  not  able  on  even 
their  best  days  to  hit  the  high  A-naturals 
on  the  "Hallelujah  Chorus,”  and  direc¬ 
tors  who  interpret  the  glistening  “Pasto¬ 
ral  Symphony”  as  a  dirge. 

It  also  survives  massive  choirs  lum¬ 
bering  over  the  fragile,  light  beauty  of 
“His  Yoke  Is  Easy”  and  amateur  orches¬ 
tras  scraping  along  behind  precious  mes¬ 
sages  like  “He  Shall  Feed  His  Flock  Like 
a  Shepherd.” 


The  last  thing  the  United  Methodist 
Church  needs  is  a  committee  to  study  ho¬ 
mosexuality.  At  a  time  when  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  is  in  financial 
trouble  it  is  ridiculous  to  appropriate  al¬ 
most  $200,000  for  the  study. 

This  committee  is  another  example  of 
how  special  interest  groups  have  had  a 
negative  impact  on  the  church.  When  the 
final  report  is  submitted  to  the  next  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  it  will  include  so  many 
compromises  that  it  will  mean  nothing. 

Theodore  J.  Wilson 
Woodbridge,  Virginia 

God’s  word  is  final 

To  the  Editor: 

This  concerns  the  Nov.  18  article  head¬ 
lined,  “United  Methodist  ministries  coun¬ 
cil  selects  26  church  members  to  conduct 
homosexual  study.” 

To  me  this  is  a  waste  of  time,  a  waste 
of  money,  a  waste  of  study.  This  is  not 
the  first  time  such  a  study  has  been 
made.  We  have  such  a  study  in  the  Bible 
in  plain  words.  Every  reference  to  homo¬ 
sexuals  condemns  their  lifestyle. 

God’s  word  is  final.  Let’s  stop  making 
excuses  for  homosexuals  and  their 
lifestyle.  God  loves  homosexuals  but 
hates  their  sin. 

Harry  C.  Mark 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania 

Why  is  study  needed? 

To  the  Editor: 

The  article  on  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  naming  of  26  people  to  con¬ 
duct  a  study  of  homosexuality  amazed 
me  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18).  Why  would  it 


Why  does  it  survive?  The  genius  of 
Handel’s  music  is  in  the  way  it  restates 
the  message  of  Scripture.  Handel  lays 
out  the  gospel  story  of  proclamation, 
birth,  passion,  death  and  resurrection  in 
an  unmistakably  clear  way.  Come  to 
think  of  it,  a  copy  of  the  “Messiah”  li¬ 
bretto  wouldn’t  be  a  bad  gift  for  a  new  or 
prospective  Christian. 

That’s  my  point.  Handel’s  music  is  the 
product  of  genius,  but  the  staying  power 
of  “Messiah"  is  in  the  story,  in  the  pro¬ 
gression  from  the  tenor  soloist’s  opening 
“Comfort  ye,  comfort  ye  my  people"  to 
the  choir’s  penultimate  “Worthy  is  the 
lamb  that  was  slain,"  affirmed  with  the 
final  resounding  “Amen  chorus.” 

I  hope  that  during  this  Advent  and 
Christmas  season  you,  too,  may  get  to 
hear  at  least  one  “Messiah."  Let  it  bring 
you  under  conviction,  as  it  unfailingly 
brings  this  journalist,  that  this  story  of 
old  is  still  the  greatest  story  ever  told. 

-JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


why  is  it  necessary? 

This  committee  has  no  authority  to 
speak  for  God.  There  is  only  one  book 
that  was  put  together  by  a  committee 
that  speaks  with  the  authority  of  God— 
the  Bible. 

The  members  can  purchase  a  Bible  for 
around  a  dollar  or  two.  Think  of  the  sav¬ 
ings. 

With  studies  like  the  homosexuality 
committee  and  the  money  wasted  on 
such  studies,  it’s  no  wonder  that  so  many 
members  are  leaving  The  United  Meth¬ 
odist  church  each  month.  And  can  you 
please  tell  me  where  this  money  comes 
from? 

I  love  the  United  Methodist  Church 
and  have  taught  a  large  Bible  study  class 
(approx.  126  members)  for  22  years.  But 
I’m  just  hanging  on  because  of  the  direc¬ 
tion  our  church  is  taking.  It’s  a  case  of 
“the  tail  wagging  the  dog.”  Surely,  we 
can  wake  up  before  it’s  too  late. 

Stanley  R.  Kennedy 
Pasadena,  Texas 

I  am  no  lay  leader 

To  the  Editor: 

There  have  been  some  outstanding 
conference  lay  leaders  in  the  Iowa  Annu¬ 
al  Conference,  but  I  am  not  now,  nor 
have  I  been  one  of  them,  as  was  errone¬ 
ously  reported  in  the  listing  of  members 
of  the  Committee  to  Study  Homosexual¬ 
ity  (see  UMR,  Nov.  18.) 

Previous  to  this  the  same  error  was 
corrected  with  Jean  Dowell  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Ministries  nominating 
committee.  I  am  an  Iowa  farmer  and  a 
member  of  GCOM. 

Bill  Lux 

Manchester,  Iowa 

Evenhandedness  questioned 

To  the  Editor: 

Last  year,  our  church  voted  to  boycott 
World  Service  apportionments  because 
the  General  Board  of  Church  and  Society 
voted  conditionally  for  a  general  boycott 
of  California  table  grapes. 

The  Church  and  Society  staff  sent  us  a 
letter  pointing  out  that  we  would  hurt 
other  important  UM  agencies  in  our  ef¬ 
forts  to  pressure  just  one  general  board. 
They  said,  “This  practice  hurts  all  of  our 
agencies,  since  the  church  does  not  ac¬ 
cept  ‘designated’  giving  or  withholding  of 
apportionments.” 

This  year,  Church  and  Society  has 
done  the  same  kind  of  thing  they  coun¬ 
selled  us  not  to  do.  They  are  boycotting 
table  grape  farmers  in  our  church  who 
have  done  nothing  wrong  in  order  to  get 
at  other  farmers  the  board  says  are  bad. 

So  the  General  Board  can  use  an  indis¬ 
criminate  weapon  to  make  their  point, 
but  we  aren't  supposed  to  use  that  weap¬ 
on  against  them. 

Is  commitment  to  connectionalism 
and  even-handed  justice  required  only  of 
local  churches? 

Richard  McKinsey 
Kingsburg,  California 


take  $199,000  to  make  such  a  study  and 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

rom  ‘Comfort  ye’  to  ‘Worthy,’ 
Messiah’s’  power  is  in  its  story 


Mystical  Christmas  visitor 
creates  a  special  memory 


By  VERNON  LEE  SCHMID 

That  night  the  winter  sky  sparkled. 

My  three  sisters  and  I,  wrapped  warm¬ 
ly  in  baggy  macki¬ 
naws,  hurried  to  the 
old  car  warming  up 
in  the  driveway.  My 
mother  scurried 
along  behind  us  and 
soon  we  joined  my 
father  who  sat  silent¬ 
ly  behind  the  steer¬ 
ing  wheel  staring  out  Vernon  Schmid 
across  the  countryside. 

Earlier  that  evening  my  mother  had 
taken  me  aside  and  told  me,  as  the  old¬ 
est,  that  there  was  no  money  to  buy 
Christmas  presents  that  year. 

However,  there  was  a  little  tractor  gas 
that  we  could  use  in  the  car  to  take  us 
into  town  to  see  the  street  and  house  dec¬ 
orations. 

Like  a  speechless  giant,  my  father’s 
six-foot  four-inch  frame  sat  frozen  be¬ 
hind  the  wheel  as  we  toured  the  streets 
where  multicolored  lights  proclaimed 
the  season.  On  the  journey  back  to  the 
tenant  farm  where  we  lived  we  all  grew 
silent.  My  sisters  began  to  doze. 

My  mother  sat  silent  as  native  stone 
beside  my  father.  I  listened  to  the  silence 
while  my  mind  tried  to  navigate  the  mys¬ 
terious  circumstances  that  trapped  us. 

Finally,  we  arrived  at  the  farm.  The 
car  pulled  to  a  stop.  We  rousted  my  sis¬ 
ters  out  of  the  car,  half-dragging,  half- 
carrying  them  into  the  house. 

I  could  hear  my  father  fumbling  with 
the  kerosene  lamp  and  then  a  match 
flickered  to  life  and  the  lamp  began  to 
send  a  steady  glow  across  the  room. 

There  in  that  yellow  country  light  we 
stood  clustered  in  the  emptiness  of 
Christmas  eve. 

Then  someone  noticed  four  small,  brown 
paper  bags  sitting  in  a  row  on  the  tattered, 
old  sofa.  We  leaped  toward  it  as  if  a  great 
treasure  chest  had  been  flung  open. 

Inside  each  bag  was  a  collection  of 
hard  candy  and  a  single  juicy  orange. 
There  was  no  tag.  No  identifying  marks. 
And  no  one  knew  who  had  left  them. 

I  could  see  the  puzzlement  and  surprise 
dancing  in  my  parents’  quizzical  eyes.  It 
was  certain  that  some  night  visitor  had 
come  and  gone  like  a  mystical  dream. 

It  would  be  days  before  my  parents  and 
I  would  discover  the  identity  of  that  mys¬ 
tical  visitor.  Uncle  Bill,  my  mother’s 
brother,  with  three  children  and  little 
enough  material  wealth,  had  shared  with 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“To  the  pure  all  things  are  pure, 
but  to  the  corrupt  and  unbelieving 
nothing  is  pure;  their  very  minds  and 
consciences  are  corrupted.” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week's  answer:  2  Timothy  3:16) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  11 
Monday:  Isaiah  12:1-2 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  12:3-6 
Wednesday:  Zephaniah  3:14-20 
Thursday:  Philippians  4:4-7 
Friday:  Philippians  4:8-9 
Saturday:  Luke  3:1-6 
Sunday:  Luke  3:7-18 


us  a  foretaste  of  that  long-expected  Jesus. 

The  spirit  of  a  grace-full  Christ  had 
claimed  his  heart  and  soul  and  he  never 
tired  of  sharing  the  richness  of  the  prom¬ 
ise  offered  to  all  of  us. 

His  simple  act,  shared  out  of  his  own 
meager  possessions,  still  dances  in  my 
heart  on  Christmas  eve  and  I  still  remem¬ 
ber  the  night  the  winter  sky  sparkled. 

“My  Witness"  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  share 
meaningful  experiences  of  the  Christian 
life.  The  Rev.  Vernon  Lee  Schmid  is  pas¬ 
tor  of  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Crisfield,  Maryland  (Peninsula 
Annual  Conference). 


ILIFF  WEEK 


GRADUATE  LECTURES 
AND  PASTORS’  SCHOOL 

January  23  -  26,  1989 
IlifF  School  of  Theology 
Denver,  Colorado 

S.  Jameson  Jones,  Jr.  Visiting 
Preachers  of  the  Week 

David  G.  Buttrick,  professor  of 
homeletics  and  liturgies  at  The  Divinity 
School  of  Vanderbilt  University,  and 
Sharon  Brown  Christopher, 
bishop  of  the  Minnesota  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church 

Lecturers 

Mubarak  Awad,  founder  of  the 
Jerusalem-based  Palestinian  Center  for  the 
Study  of  Nonviolence,  will  deliver  the 
keynote  address:  Nonviolence  and  Peace 
Perspectives  in  the  Israeli-Palestinian 
Conflict 

Larry  Graham,  associate  professor  of 
pastoral  care  and  counseling  at  Iliff —  Care 
of  Persons,  Care  of  Worlds:  Discovering 
the  Prophetic  in  Ministry  to  Sufferers 

Diana  Eck,  professor  of  comparative 
religion  and  Indian  studies  at  Harvard 
University  —  My  Neighbor’s  Faith  and 
Mine:  Ordinary  Christians  and  the 
Challenge  of  Religious  Pluralism 

Khoza  E.  M.  Mgojo,  president  of 
the  Federal  Theological  Seminary  of  South 
Africa  —  The  Church  in  Action  in  South 
Africa 

Charles  E.  Curran,  Visiting  Brooks 
Professor  of  Religion  at  the  University  of 
California  —  Tensions  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church 

Continuing 
Education  Workshops 
Thom  White  Wolf  Fassett,  The  Church 
in  Society 

Dan  L.  Manzanares,  Approach  to  De- 
normalize  Drug  Use  among  Youth 
John  E.  Stumbo,  The  Law  Invades  the 
Church 

William  J.  A.  Power,  Meditations  on  the 
Old  Testament 

Mary  Elizabeth  Moore,  Spirituality  in  a 
World  on  the  Move 

David  G.  Buttrick,  A  New  Homiletic:  A 
Workshop  on  Preaching 
For  information  contact: 

Carole  Loats,  coordinator 
Iliff  Week  of  Lectures 
2201  S.  University  Blvd. 

Denver,  CO  80210 
(303)  744-1287,  ext.  236 
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Kansas  UM  church  nurtures 


Agencies  poised  to  begin  Africa  university 


retarded  youths  and  adults 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

Why  don’t  United  Methodists  place  a 
priority  on  local  ministry  to  people  with 
mental  retardation? 

Waiting  to  react  to  a  member’s  need, 
fear  of  “difference”  and  lack  of  visible 
models  are  three  reasons  cited  by  one 
expert. 

“My  experience  is  that  it’s  not  until  a 
member  comes  in  with  a  child  who  has  re¬ 
tardation  that  the  church  will  respond,” 
said  Susanne  Paul,  executive  secretary  of 
advocacy  education  in  the  Health  and  Wel- 
fare  Department  of  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York. 

“Then,  especially  if  there’s  a  group 
home  or  an  institution  nearby,  the  church 
will  reach  out  to  the  community  with  a 
ministry  to  those  with  retardation.” 

Ms.  Paul  said  most  local-church  retar¬ 
dation  ministries  she  knows  started  as  “re¬ 
active,  rather  than  proactive”  programs. 

However,  fear  remains  the  biggest 
stumbling  block  to  effective  local-church 
ministry  to  those  with  retardation,  Ms. 
Paul  said. 

“I’ve  just  been  reading  a  paper  by  a 
graduate  student  whose  research  showed 
that  even  when  mentally  retarded  per¬ 
sons  attended  worship,  no  one  would 
speak  to  them  or  even  shake  their 
hands,”  Ms.  Paul  said. 

Fear  of  such  a  snub  encourages  the 
families  of  people  with  retardation  to 
keep  their  disabled  relatives  at  home, 
she  added. 


In  addition,  congregations  often  over¬ 
estimate  how  difficult  it  is  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  ministry  to  those  with  re¬ 
tardation,  she  said. 

The  solution  to  this  misperception  is  to 
continue  to  point  out  United  Methodist 
churches  nationwide  with  successful  pro¬ 
grams,  she  said. 

To  help  congregations  overcome  their 
fears  of  reaching  out  to  people  with  re¬ 
tardation,  the  Health  and  Welfare  De¬ 
partment  promotes  Access  Sunday. 
That’s  an  annual  worship  service  that  af¬ 
firms  the  worth  and  gifts  of  people  with 
mental  retardation  and  other  develop¬ 
mental  disabilities,  Ms.  Paul  explained. 

Access  Sunday  liturgy  is  written  annu¬ 
ally  by  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Pitzer,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Southeastern 
Jurisdiction’s  agency  for  people  with  de¬ 
velopmental  disabilities. 

Ms.  Paul’s  office  distributes  Access 
Sunday  literature. 

“This  year  we  had  29,000  requests  for 
the  liturgy,”  Ms.  Paul  said.  “We  have  no 
way  of  knowing  how  many  Access  Sun¬ 
day  services  actually  were  held,  but  the 
number  of  requests  gives  us  hope." 

Mr.  Pitzer  is  also  the  author  of  an  in¬ 
terfaith  congregational  awareness  pro¬ 
gram  used  by  the  national  Association  of 
Retarded  Citizens.  It  has  its  own  obser¬ 
vance,  Mental  Retardation  Sabbath/Sun¬ 
day,  each  March. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


must  remain  in  institutional  care. 

The  center  is  unusual  because  it  ac¬ 
cepts  people  who  have  physically  handi¬ 
capping  conditions,  such  as  sight  or 
motor  impairments. 

The  Sunday  program,  which  runs  from 
8:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m.,  averages  30  par¬ 
ticipants,  Mrs.  Shuart  said. 

Sunday  school  classes  study  a  lesson 
adapted  from  third-  and  fourth-grade 
United  Methodist  curriculum. 

Students  read  from  “The  Living  Bible” 
because  its  simple  language  and  large  print 
are  easier  for  them,  Mrs.  Shuart  said. 

“When  we  started,  ‘The  Living  Bible’ 
was  the  only  one  we  could  get  in  large 
print,”  she  explained.  “We  can’t  use  the 
King  James  Version  because  nobody 
talks  like  that  today.  We  wanted  them  all 
to  read  from  the  same  version;  it’s  just 
easier  for  them  to  understand.” 

Sometimes,  after  Sunday  school,  vol¬ 
unteers  travel  the  length  of  the  block- 
long  church  building  to  take  the 
participants  to  worship  in  the  sanctuary. 

“Sometimes  the  parents  will  come  and 
get  their  children  and  take  them  to  wor¬ 
ship,"  Mrs.  Shuart  said. 

Otherwise,  participants  remain  in  the 
Religious  Nurture  Center  enjoying  spe¬ 
cial  activities,  she  added. 

Fellowship  nights  draw  85 

Tuesday  fellowship  nights  are  social 
events  that  draw  as  many  as  85  people 
during  the  winter,  Mrs.  Shuart  continued. 

“We  celebrate  birthdays  and  just  have 
a  fun  time,”  she  said. 

Her  2,800-member  church  has  support¬ 
ed  the  Religious  Nurture  Center  with 
monetary  gifts,  she  said.  The  program 


PHOTO  COURTESY  FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  WICHITA 

WICHITA,  Kansas— Ralph  Shuart  supervises  the  play  of  a  group  of  children  at  the  Religious  Nurture  Center  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church.  The  20-year-old  program  serves  about  35  children  and  adults  on  Sundays  for  Bible 
study  and  between  50  and  85  people  on  Tuesdays  for  fellowship. 


has  an  annual  budget  of  about  $10,000, 
most  of  it  donated. 

Mrs.  Shuart  acknowledged,  however, 
that  she  still  has  difficulty  getting  volun¬ 
teers  to  help  teach  and  care  for  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 

"Some  are  afraid  of  people  with  retar¬ 
dation,”  she  explained.  “Some  are  un¬ 
comfortable.  But  when  we  take  a  group 
over  to  the  sanctuary,  we  are  accepted.” 

Mrs.  Shuart  said  volunteers  and  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  Religious  Nurture  Center 
“haven’t  understood’’  why  more 


churches  don’t  offer  ministries  to  people 
with  mental  retardation. 

“We  have  one  6-year-old  boy  with  re¬ 
tardation  and  muscular  dystrophy  whose 
own  church  wouldn’t  accept  him,”  she 
said.  "But  he’s  such  a  happy  little  guy." 

Mrs.  Shuart  said  representatives  of 
other  churches  have  visited  the  Wichita 
program,  but  the  visits  haven’t  always 
prompted  another  church  to  start  a  simi¬ 
lar  program. 

"People  from  churches  of  other  de¬ 
nominations  in  Wichita  have  visited  and 


some  have  started  their  own  programs,” 
she  said. 

“But  either  they  won’t  take  people  with 
physical  disabilities,  or  they  won’t  take 
people  with  less  than  moderate  retarda¬ 
tion.  Some  won’t  keep  children  after 
they’re  4  or  5;  they  say  they’re  too  big. 

“They  may  be  large  physically,  but 
they're  still  like  babies.” 

NEXT  WEEK:  Awakening  United 
Methodist  congregations  to  the  needs  of 
people  with  mental  retardation. 


nancial  services  committee.  “That  may 
slow  the  process  down,  but  we  will  be  fis¬ 
cally  responsible.” 

Members  of  the  higher  education  and 
treasury  staff  are  to  meet  this  month  to 
revise  the  plan’s  projections  of  how 
much  money  the  church  will  generate 
for  the  university. 


Fear  impedes  ministry 
to  those  with  retardation 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 

The  opening  of  a  United  Methodist  uni¬ 
versity  in  Africa  inched  closer  to  reality 
last  month. 

Three  United  Methodist  agencies 
made  plans  to  respond  quickly  if  the 
Zimbabwean  government  announces  it 
will  allow  the  school  to  be  built  at  Old 
Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  Word  on  that  deci¬ 
sion  is  expected  in  January. 

The  denomination’s  treasury  agency 
even  made  provisions  for  a  special 
spring  meeting— possibly  around  May 
15— to  act  on  funding  for  the  university. 

In  the  meantime,  the  UM  higher  edu¬ 
cation,  program  coordination  and  fiscal 
agencies  are  filling  in  details  in  the 
school’s  master  plan.  That  plan  estab¬ 
lishes  the  timetable  for  construction,  fi-  . 
nancing  and  curriculum  development  at 
the  university,  set  to  open  in  March  1990 


with  15  theology  students. 

The  university's  19-member  board  of 
directors  is  to  vote  on  the  final  version  of 
that  plan  in  April  if  the  Zimbabwean 
government  by  then  has  approved  con¬ 
struction  of  the  school. 

Zimbabwean  President  Robert  G.  Mu¬ 
gabe  appointed  a  special  commission 
last  spring  to  study  possible  sites  for  a 
second  University  of  Zimbabwe  campus 
and  the  implications  of  allowing  a  pri¬ 
vate  university  to  operate  in  the  south¬ 
ern  African  nation. 

If  the  Zimbabwean  study  commission 
recommends  approving  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  university  at  Old  Mutare,  the  Zim¬ 
babwean  Parliament  would  then  have  to 
set  policy  to  govern  private  educational 
institutions.  Current  Zimbabwe  law  per¬ 
mits  only  state-controlled  universities. 

“If  all  these  advance  arrangements 
converge  on  schedule,  we  may  be  able  to 


enter  into  a  formal  agreement  with  the 
government  [to  build  the  university]  in 
April  and  maybe  even  have  a  symbolic 
ground  breaking,”  said  the  Rev.  Roger 
W.  Ireson,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Edu¬ 
cation  and  Ministry. 

Problems  could  delay  opening 

Problems  in  any  part  of  the  planning 
process— in  the  United  States  or  Zimba¬ 
bwe— might  delay  the  first  day  of  class¬ 
es  until  December  1990  or  March  1991, 
Dr.  Ireson  acknowledged.  (Semesters  in 
Zimbabwe  schools  start  in  March  and 
December.) 

But  the  university’s  board  of  directors, 
not  church  agencies,  will  make  the  deci¬ 
sion  about  whether  to  delay  the  school’s 
opening,  Dr.  Ireson  said. 

"No  one  in  Zimbabwe  will  accept  the 
university  if  it  is  American-controlled,"  he 
said.  “The  board  of  directors  makes  the  fi¬ 
nal  decisions,  ruled  by  the  master  plan.  If 
the  board  violates  the  master  plan,  then 
the  church  can  withdraw  its  money.” 

The  university  board’s  executive  com¬ 
mittee  approved  the  first  draft  of  the 
master  plan  in  October  and  sent  it  to  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  on  Finance  and  Administra¬ 
tion  for  review  (see  UMR,  Nov.  4). 

Action  delayed 

The  1988  General  Conference,  which 
established  a  $10  million  fund  to  build 
the  university,  asked  the  program  coor¬ 
dinating  council  and  the  fiscal  agency  to 
approve  the  university’s  master  plan  be¬ 
fore  any  church  money  could  be  spent. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries  de¬ 
layed  action  on  the  master  plan  at  its 
Nov.  2-6  meeting  and  asked  the  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry  to  pro¬ 
vide  more  information  about  portions  of 
the  document. 

Specifically,  the  council  questioned  the 
plan’s  estimate  that  the  $10  million  fund 
would  generate  $8.65  million  for  the 
school  (see  related  story). 

The  fiscal  agency  also  questioned  the 
master  plan’s  income  estimates  from  the 
$10  million  churchwide  asking.  Treasury 
staff  members  called  $6.75  million  a 
more  realistic  figure. 

In  addition,  the  General  Council  on 
Ministries  wanted  assurances  that  stu¬ 
dents  from  outside  Zimbabwe  would  be 
given  visas  to  attend  the  university. 

Further,  the  council  decided  it 
wouldn’t  make  formal  recommendations 
on  the  master  plan  until  the  Zimbabwean 
government  had  announced  whether  it 
would  allow  the  university  to  be  built, 
said  C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  executive 
of  the  agency. 

But,  he  said,  council  members  were 
impressed  by  the  master  plan  and  are 
committed  to  seeing  the  university  be¬ 
come  a  reality. 

To  help  move  the  master  plan  through 
the  council’s  review  and  evaluation  pro¬ 
cess,  Mr.  Lundquist  said,  the  agency  ap¬ 
pointed  a  five-member  committee  to 
receive  updates  and  refinements  in  the 
document  as  they  become  available. 

The  committee  is  not  empowered  to 
take  final  action  on  the  plan,  he  said.  But 
its  work  should  expedite  deliberations  at 
the  council’s  April  meeting. 

If  all  details  are  still  not  available  by 
then,  he  added,  the  agency  would  look  for 
alternative  ways,  such  as  a  postal  ballot, 
to  act  on  the  plan. 

Income  questioned  again 

The  delay  by  the  coordinating  council 
forced  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  to  delay  action  on 
the  plan  at  its  Nov.  29-Dec.  1  meeting  as 
well.  The  General  Conference  ordered 
the  fiscal  agency  to  base  its  vote  on  rec¬ 
ommendations  from  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries. 

"We  are  not  going  to  proceed  in  the 
building  process  faster  than  our  ability 
to  pay,”  Dr.  Ireson  told  the  council’s  fi- 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Every  week,  Wilma  and  Ralph  Shuart 
and  a  handful  of  volunteers  welcome 
dozens  of  people  of  all  ages  and  abilities 
to  activities  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Wichita,  Kan. 

The  youngest  participant  is  6  years 
old.  The  oldest  is  69.  All  have  mental  re¬ 
tardation. 

First  UMC’s  Religious  Nurture  Center 
was  started  in  1968  by  Dessa  Laughlin, 
Mr.  Shuart’s  aunt,  for  the  benefit  of  two 
families  whose  newborn  sons  suffered 
from  Down  Syndrome. 

Although  its  founder,  who  had  no  chil¬ 
dren  of  her  own,  died  in  August  at  age  82, 
the  Religious  Nurture  Center  is  going 
strong,  said  Mrs.  Shuart.  She  and  her 
husband  serve  part-time  as  the  center’s 
only  paid  staff. 

16  churches  send  people 

Sixteen  churches  of  various  denomina- 
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tions  bring  their  members  with  retarda¬ 
tion  to  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Wichita,  Mrs.  Shuart  said. 

The  Religious  Nurture  Center  accepts 
people  with  levels  of  retardation  from 
mild  to  severe  (see  UMR,  Nov.  25).  It 
cannot  help  profoundly  retarded  people, 
Mrs.  Shuart  explained,  because  their  dis¬ 
abilities  usually  are  so  severe  that  they 


School’s  funds 
may  fall  short 

Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  $10  million  fund  to  build  a 
United  Methodist  university  in  Africa 
will  probably  produce  only  $6.75  mil¬ 
lion  for  the  school. 

At  least  that’s  the  estimate  of  the 
denomination's  treasury  agency 
based  on  the  performance  of  other  ap¬ 
portioned  funds  during  their  initial 
four  years  as  churchwide  askings. 

The  $10  million  Africa  University 
Fund,  to  be  raised  between  1989  and 
1992  through  apportioned  fair-share 
payments  from  the  37,750  UM  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  United  States,  is  expect¬ 
ed  to  generate  $7.3  million,  according 
to  estimates  by  the  General  Council  on 
Finance  and  Administration. 

After  $550,000  in  administrative 
and  fund-raising  costs  are  deducted, 
the  university  would  be  left  with 
about  two-thirds  of  the  money  the 
1988  General  Conference  asked  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  to  raise. 

“I  hope  this  is  a  worst-case  scenar¬ 
io,  and  that  the  church  will  respond 
more  generously  than  in  the  past,” 
said  the  Rev.  Roger  W.  Ireson,  chief 
executive  of  the  General  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry.  That 
agency  presented  the  university  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  General  Conference,  the 
denomination’s  top  policy-making 
body. 

“This  is  a  highly  inspirational  proj¬ 
ect,”  Dr.  Ireson  said.  “A  lot  of  people 
have  already  indicated  they  want  to 
respond." 

The  estimates  come  from  analysis 
of  the  response  to  the  Ministerial 
Education  Fund,  Black  College  Fund 
and  Missional  Priority  Fund  during 
the  first  four  years  of  each  asking. 

The  Ministerial  Education  Fund 
generated  66.9  percent  of  its  $26.8 
million  asking  for  1970-73.  The  Black 
College  Fund  produced  73.2  percent 
of  its  $24  million  asking  for  1973-76. 

The  Missional  Priority  Fund  drew 
82.7  percent  of  its  $16.5  million  asking 
for  1977-80. 

-DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 


Leaders’  training  focuses  on  racism  in  UMC 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Eliminating  racism— making  the 
church’s  "walk"  match  its  "talk”— tops 
the  agenda  for  more  than  1,000  United 
Methodists  as  leadership  training  for  the 
1989-92  quadrennium  begins. 

The  leaders— laity  and  clergy  repre¬ 
senting  all  73  U.S.  annual  conferences— 
are  coming  to  five  regional  meetings  this 
fall  and  winter  to  be  trained  on  ongoing 
programmatic  topics  like  higher  educa¬ 
tion  and  discipleship. 

But  each  three-day  training  event  has 
a  convocation  on  racism  at  its  core. 

The  Nov.  29-Dec.  1  event  in  Dallas  for 
the  eight-state  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
was  typical.  And  even  the  convocation’s 
purpose  of  helping  to  achieve  racial-eth¬ 
nic  justice  didn’t  spare  criticism  of  its 
structure. 

“I  never  owned  slaves,  but  I  benefitted 
mightily  from  second-class  citizens,’’ 
said  the  Rev.  Tex  Sample,  acting  aca¬ 
demic  dean  of  UM-related  St.  Paul 
School  of  Theology  in  Kansas  City,  in  his 
opening  overview. 

Is  church  the  place? 

Dr.  Sample  went  on  to  question  whether 
the  United  Methodist  Church  could  be  the 
place  "where  we  confront  our  differences. 

"The  problem  comes  when  we  turn 
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DALLAS— The  Rev.  Ben  Bushyhead,  a  Native  American,  talks  about  his 
experiences  with  racism  as  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harris,  moderator,  listens.  Mr. 
Bushyhead  was  among  panelists  speaking  about  new  manifestations  of  rac¬ 
ism  during  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Convocation  on  Racism. 


difference  into  deviance,  pathology,  infe¬ 
riority,”  he  argued.  “The  dividing  wall  of 
hostility,  violence  and  oppression  must 
come  down.” 

Members  of  a  multi-racial  panel  on 
new  manifestations  of  racism  shared 
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their  own  experiences  with  the  audience 
of  about  300. 

“Our  church  shouldn’t  be  concerned 
whether  we  fall  on  our  face  [in  combat¬ 
ting  racism],  but  that  we  don’t  fall  often 
enough  on  our  knees,”  said  the  Rev.  Ben 
Bushyhead,  director  of  the  National 
United  Methodist  Native  American  Cen¬ 
ter  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  Rev.  Joong  Tai  Kim,  pastor  of  the 
Doniphan-Rosedale  United  Methodist 
Church  near  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  said  the 
names  given  to  Asians  by  the  white  ma¬ 
jority  are  an  expression  of  racism. 

“We’re  called  the  ‘invisible  minor¬ 
ity’— that’s  tantamount  to  non-exis¬ 
tence,"  he  said.  “We’re  called  the  ‘moral 
minority’  because  we  work  hard  and 
save,  but  that  does  not  deal  with  our  pain 
and  tears. 

“We’re  called  the  ‘marginal  minority’ 
because  we  are  outsiders  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  There  are  inner  sanc¬ 
tums  of  power  and  influence  in  the 
church  from  which  we  are  excluded.” 

The  convocation  itself  came  under 
criticism  from  one  panelist,  the  Rev. 
Joel  Martinez,  pastor  of  Emanu-El  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church,  a  predominantly 
Hispanic  congregation  in  Dallas. 

Why  no  white  on  panel? 

“I  see  no  white  person  on  this  panel,” 
Mr.  Martinez  said.  “I  also  question  the 
insertion  of  the  racism  agenda  into  a  ge¬ 
neric  smorgasbord  type  of  event  that 
tries  to  do  a  lot  of  things  in  a  short  time. 
Is  that  a  sign  of  avoidance?” 


The  Rev.  Mark  Dorff  of  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  who  is  white,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Harris  of  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  who  is 
black,  were  members  of  the  jurisdiction¬ 
al  planning  committee. 

Both  told  the  Reporter  that  combining 
the  racism  and  training  events  was  ac¬ 
cepted  after  much  discussion  by  the  ju¬ 
risdictional  and  national  planning 
committees. 

Evelyn  Fitzgerald,  associate  general 
secretary  of  the  General  Commission  on 
Religion  and  Race,  told  the  Reporter  the 
racism  and  training  events  were  com¬ 
bined  after  annual  conference  council  di¬ 
rectors  questioned  what  might  have  been 
excessive  costs  of  two  separate  events. 

Mr.  Dorff  said  the  event  was  struc¬ 
tured  to  use  the  plenary  sessions  as  the 
racism  convocation,  followed  immedi¬ 
ately  by  “annual  conference  reflection 
times”  for  leaders  to  consider  ways  to 
eliminate  racism. 

‘Reflection  times’  helpful 

Despite  Mr.  Martinez’  criticism  that 
the  structure  didn’t  allow  sufficient 
“processing  time,’’  the  “reflection 
times”  appeared  to  be  serving  their  pur¬ 
pose,  according  to  participants. 

The  Rev.  Dixie  Robertson,  associate 
conference  council  director  of  the  North¬ 
west  Texas  Annual  Conference,  said  her 
area’s  leadership  decided  to  add  a  rac¬ 
ism  convocation  to  the  council  on  minis¬ 
tries  meeting  in  1989. 

“We  never  would  have  done  that  with¬ 
out  this  meeting,"  she  asserted. 

Dr.  Harris  told  the  Reporter  that  “fa¬ 
cilitators”  from  the  annual  conferences 
reported  participants  were  “working 
through  a  lot  of  pain”  in  confronting  rac¬ 
ism  issues  in  their  areas. 

“Still,  I  think  we’ve  developed,  at  least 
in  my  annual  conference,  a  kinship  of  be¬ 
ing  ‘family’  that  we  didn’t  have  before,” 
Dr.  Harris  said.  "This  has  a  more  feeling 
level  than  [the  national  UMC  racism  con¬ 
vocation  in  1987  in]  Louisville.  Once  you 
get  to  feeling,  you  get  something  done.” 

Among  ways  participants  identified 
for  breaking  down  racism  were: 

•More  cross-racial  pastoral  appoint¬ 
ments. 

•  Eliminating  disparities  between  sal¬ 
aries  of  white  pastors  and  those  of  ra¬ 
cial-ethnic  pastors. 

•  Open  itinerancy  for  clergy. 

•Affirming  two  congregational  mod¬ 
els— the  racially  integrated  congrega¬ 
tion  and  the  culturally  homogenous 
congregation— instead  of  insisting  upon 
“either/or.” 

•  Improving  dialogue  among  white 
and  racial-ethnic  United  Methodists  at 
all  leadership  levels. 

•Assuring  financial  backing  for  the 
development  of  racial-ethnic  congrega¬ 
tions  as  well  as  for  “white  suburbia.” 


CLASSIFIED 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  SCARRITT-Ben- 
nett  Center.  Nashville.  TN  being  sought.  New  po- 
siUon.  Ten  year  work  experience  and  United 
Methodist  Church  membership  required.  Job  de¬ 
scription  available  11/15/88  Submit  resume  to: 
Grace  Seiser,  Scarritt-Bennett  Center.  1008  19th 
Ave.,  South.  Nashville,  TN  37212-2166. _ 

PASTOR  FOR  VISION  HILL  COMMUNITY 
Church.  Phoenix.  AZ  to  succeed  Dr.  Kermit 
Long.  Seeking  dynamic  ecumenical  leader  to  ac¬ 
cept  challenge  of  a  most  unusual  opportunity. 
Salary  negotiable  Send  resume  to:  Search  Com¬ 
mittee  in  care  of  Patricia  Barnes.  4030  W.  York- 
shire,  Glendale.  AZ  85308 _ 

MINISTER  OF  MUSIC /EDUCATION-  Central 
UMC  in  Meridian,  MS.  Salary  range  $30,000.  Appli¬ 
cant  must  exhibit  education  and  experience  to  di¬ 
rect  fifty  plus  member  choir,  plus  children  and 
youth  choirs,  as  well  as  implement  and  oversee 
Christian  education  programs.  Please,  only  serious, 
qualified  applicants  should  apply.  Contact  Search 
Committee,  P.O.  Box  1706,  Meridian.  MS  39302. 
WANTED:  EDUCATION  DIRECTOR,  emphasis 
on  youth  ministries.  Large  church,  rural  commu¬ 
nity  Dynamic  individual  needed  to  establish  pro¬ 
gram.  Resume  to:  Carolyn  Hatfield,  Mexico 
United  Methodist  Church,  122  E.  Promenade, 
Mexico,  MO  65265 _ 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Detroit  Annual  Conference.  Man¬ 
ager  and  fund  raiser  for  endowment  through 
contact  with  area  churches  and  members.  Previ¬ 
ous  experience  desirable.  Laity  or  clergy.  Send 
resume  and  salary  history  by  January  15,  1989 
to:  Mr.  Myron  Schiller,  32300  Bonnet  Hill  Road, 
Farmington  Hills.  MI  48018. 


PAGE  4 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


DECEMBER  9,  1988 


General  treasury  agency  reduces  local-church  chores 


Local-church 
forms  altered 

EVANSTON,  III  — Leaders  of  local 
United  Methodist  congregations  won’t 
have  as  many  official  forms  to  deal  with 
during  their  annual  business-session 
charge  conferences  starting  next  year. 

In  addition,  local  churches  will  begin 
filling  out  slightly  modified  year-end  re¬ 
ports  on  membership  and  finances  for 
1989. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  approved  those  changes 
in  forms  last  week. 

The  43-member  council,  which  over¬ 
sees  church  wide  finances  and  record¬ 
keeping,  reduced  the  number  of  official 
forms  for  the  yearly  meetings  in  each 
congregation  from  14  to  four. 

The  remaining  forms  are  the  charge 
conference  minutes,  the  finance  commit¬ 
tee  report,  the  pastor’s  report  and  the 
board  of  trustees’  report. 

‘These  four  forms  are  standard 
enough  and  ask  for  the  kinds  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  a  charge  (congregation)  needs 
to  have  on  record,”  said  the  Rev.  John  L. 
Schreiber,  head  of  the  council’s  records 
and  statistics  section. 

Mr.  Schreiber  noted  that  many  district 
superintendents,  who  normally  preside 
at  charge  conferences,  had  been  simpli¬ 
fying  required  reports.  Consequently, 
only  a  small  percentage  of  the  37,750 
United  Methodist  congregations  in  the 
United  States  were  buying  and  using  the 
14  preprinted  official  forms. 

Forms  that  have  been  eliminated  in¬ 
clude  a  charge-conference  attendance 
roster,  congregational  membership  list 
and  report  of  the  committee  of  nomina¬ 
tions  and  personnel,  which  names  church 
members  to  local  leadership  posts. 

“We  don’t  need  a  special  form  for  such 
things  as  church  membership  lists,”  Mr. 
Schreiber  said.  “Churches  can  list  the 
names  of  members  on  a  piece  of  paper. 

"We  decided  to  use  the  minimum  num¬ 
ber  of  forms  to  call  attention  to  the  in¬ 
formation  that  should  be  reported  and 
then  let  them  (local  church  leaders) 
make  their  reports  without  using  any  of¬ 
ficial  form.” 

The  new  year-end  membership  report¬ 
ing  form,  which  is  first  to  be  used  for  fig¬ 
ures  as  of  Dec.  31,  1989,  asks 
recordkeepers  to  list  the  number  of  peo- 


By  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 
Associate  Editor 


pie  in  each  congregation  who  belong  to 
one  of  six  racial  or  ethnic  groups:  Asian, 
black,  Hispanic,  Native  American,  Pacif¬ 
ic  Islander  and  white. 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries,  the 
denomination’s  program  coordinating 
agency,  asked  the  fiscal  council  in  1986 
to  begin  collecting  statistics  on  the  ra¬ 
cial  and  ethnic  composition  of  the  UMC. 

Definitions  of  each  category  are  based 
on  guidelines  developed  by  the  General 
Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

The  new  year-end  financial  report, 
which  tells  what  congregations  have 
spent  on  such  things  as  staff  salaries, 
building  maintenance,  capital  improve¬ 
ments  and  types  of  ministry,  reorders 
the  listing  of  denominationwide  askings 
“to  more  clearly  show  the  priority  of  be¬ 
nevolence  items,”  according  to  a  council 
report. 

The  current  form  lists  askings,  such  as 
the  World  Service  apportionment  and 
UM  Student  Day  churchwide  offering,  by 
functional  grouping— ministerial  sup¬ 
port  other  than  local  church,  churchwide 
administration  funds  and  benevolences. 

“The  decision  to  show  the  priorities  is 
an  interpretative  action,”  Mr.  Schreiber 
said.  “We  want  to  help  show  congrega¬ 
tions  what’s  important”  to  the  mission 
and  ministry  of  the  church. 

Computer  group 
seeks  standards 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Elected  directors  of 
the  United  Methodist  treasury  agency 
launched  an  effort  last  week  to  develop 
common  computer  standards  for  all  lev¬ 
els  of  the  denomination. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  allocated  $12,000  during 
its  Nov.  29-Dec.  1  meeting  for  the  first 
year  of  the  work,  which  agency  staff 
members  say  could  take  two  to  five 
years. 

The  43-member  council  authorized  its 
computer  systems  committee  to  develop 
“commonly  based  and  broadly  defined 
computer  standards”  for  programs,  data 
definition,  file  structures  and  communi¬ 
cations  procedures  used  by  congrega¬ 


tions,  districts,  annual  conferences, 
jurisdictional  conferences  and  denomi¬ 
national  agencies. 

An  initial  report  on  the  process  is  due 
to  the  council  in  November  1989.  But  the 
agency  established  no  timetable  for  the 
work  and  made  no  funding  commitments 
beyond  next  year. 

The  standardization  effort  won’t  iden¬ 
tify  any  particular  computer  equipment 
or  operating  programs,  the  Rev.  Albert 
E.  Fifhause,  head  of  the  council’s  com¬ 
puter  staff,  told  the  Reporter. 

“We  are  seeking  standards  that  will 
enable  software  to  be  developed  so  that 
it  contains  information  that  can  be 
shared,”  he  said. 

Individual  computer  vendors  can  then 
meet  or  exceed  those  standards  in  pro¬ 
grams  and  equipment  sold  to  United 
Methodist  churches  and  agencies,  he 
said. 

Congregations  already  using  comput¬ 
ers  to  manage  information  or  planning 
to  buy  a  computer  needn’t  worry  too 
much  about  not  complying  with  the 
eventual  standards,  Mr.  Fifhause  said. 

“The  most  standardization  is  now  at 
the  local-church  and  district  level,”  he 
noted.  “UMIS  (United  Methodist  Infor¬ 
mation  System,  a  program  sold  by  the 
UM  Publishing  House)  is  becoming  more 
and  more  widely  accepted.” 

The  computer  committee  plans  to 
identify  any  “quasi-standards”  like  the 
publishing  house  software  and  use  those 
as  starting  points  for  developing  eventu¬ 
al  standards,  he  said. 

In  addition,  he  said  the  committee 
would  build  upon  the  work  done  by  the 
General  Council  on  Ministries  and  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Communications  since  1984 
on  standards  for  sharing  computer  infor¬ 
mation  by  telephone. 

The  panel  plans  to  draw  upon  people 
with  computer  experience  and  expertise 
throughout  the  denomination  in  develop¬ 
ing  the  UM  standards,  Mr.  Fifhause  said. 

“We  at  GCFA  don’t  think  we  have  the 
wisdom  to  write  these  standards,”  he 
said.  “But  we  can  tap  the  resources  of 
the  denomination  and  draw  that  exper¬ 
tise  together.” 

A  commonly  shared  UM  computer  sys¬ 
tem  could  bring  together  “massive 
amounts  of  information  for  support  of 
mission  and  ministry,”  the  Rev.  William 
R.  Johnson,  treasurer  of  the  South  Dako¬ 
ta  Annual  Conference,  told  fiscal  agency 
directors. 


He  represented  an  ad-hoc  group 
formed  by  computer  users  attending  the 
1987  meeting  of  the  national  association 
of  annual  conference  treasurers.  That 
group  asked  the  UM  central  treasury 
agency  to  develop  common  data  stand¬ 
ards. 

The  Book  of  Discipline,  the  collection 
of  denominational  laws,  gives  the  fiscal 
agency  responsibility  for  coordinating 
United  Methodist  computer  systems. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  the  way  the  denomi¬ 
nation  deals  with  computers  today  may 
affect  the  way  the  church  responds  to  the 
needs  of  the  world  in  the  future. 

“We’ve  reached  a  juncture,  a  decision 
point,”  Mr.  Johnson  said.  “Though  all  of 
us  [in  annual  conferences]  do  basically 
the  same  thing,  we  have  73  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  73  different  computer  sys¬ 
tems. 

“We  have  to  decide  if  we  will  have  fur¬ 
ther  fragmentation  or  a  unified  effort 
for  mission  and  ministry.” 

Homosexuality 
study  funded 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— The  committee  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  1988  United  Methodist 
General  Conference  to  study  homosex¬ 
uality  was  allocated  up  to  $199,000  last 
week  to  pay  for  its  work  through  1992. 

But  the  General  Council  on  Finance 
and  Administration  committee  review¬ 
ing  the  funding  request  wasn’t  too  happy 
about  recommending  its  approval. 

That’s  because  delegates  last  spring  to 
the  1988  General  Conference,  the  denom¬ 
ination’s  top  policy-making  body,  were 
told  repeatedly  that  the  General  Council 
on  Ministries  would  finance  the  study 
from  its  1989-92  budget. 

“When  it  gets  out  around  the  church  that 
we’ve  authorized  $199,000  for  this  study, 
it’s  going  to  be  seen  as  the  bureaucracy 
making  an  end  run  around  the  General 
Conference,”  said  the  Rev.  Kermit  L. 
Braswell  of  Raleigh,  N.C.  “That  will  re¬ 
flect  on  the  integrity  of  this  council.” 

But  C.  David  Lundquist,  chief  execu¬ 
tive  of  the  General  Council  on  Ministries, 
said  his  agency  didn’t  have  enough  mon¬ 
ey  in  its  budget  to  pay  for  all  six  special 
studies  assigned  to  it  by  the  1988  General 
Conference. 

Of  the  six,  he  said,  the  study  of  homo¬ 


sexuality  is  expected  to  cost  the  most. 
Without  additional  money,  his  council, 
the  denomination’s  program  coordinat¬ 
ing  agency,  couldn’t  accomplish  what  he 
called  “this  very  important  task  in  the 
life  of  the  church.” 

“We’re  in  a  no-win  situation,”  said 
Bishop  Forrest  C.  Stith  (Syracuse,  N.Y., 
Area).  "I  want  the  study  done  well.  I 
don't  want  GCFA  to  be  the  reason  it  isn’t 
done  well.” 

But  he  said  he  was  concerned  that 
General  Conference  delegates  had  been 
tricked  into  thinking  the  work  wouldn’t 
need  additional  funds. 

Mr.  Lundquist  said  the  $49,750  annual 
budget  for  the  Committee  to  Study  Homo¬ 
sexuality  reflects  a  “best  effort”  estimate 
by  the  General  Council  on  Ministries  staff 
of  what  expenses  might  be. 

“The  committee  hasn’t  met  yet,”  he 
said.  “When  it  does,  it  will  have  to  deter¬ 
mine  how  its  work  will  be  done. 

“We  tried  to  facilitate  that  effort  by 
projecting— based  on  experience  with  oth¬ 
er  study  groups— what  it  would  cost  for  a 
committee  of  26  people  to  meet  eight 
times  during  a  quadrennium,  bring  in  con¬ 
sultants  and  pay  for  other  resources.” 

The  General  Council  on  Ministries 
named  the  26-member  study  committee 
during  its  Nov.  2-6  meeting  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  18). 

Minority  bank 
deposits  okayed 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— The  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church’s  treasury  agency,  with  $1.2 
million  on  deposit  in  12  banks  owned  by 
ethnic-minority  people,  said  last  week  it 
expects  to  entrust  another  $500,000  to 
such  banks. 

The  General  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration  said  it  will  do  so  as  soon 
as  the  agency  can  identify  enough  insti¬ 
tutions  that  meet  the  investment  guide¬ 
lines  it  accepted  last  week. 

Fourteen  minority-owned  banks  are  on 
the  list  of  institutions  approved  to  re¬ 
ceive  UM  deposits. 

The  investment  guidelines  were  devel¬ 
oped  during  1987  by  the  council's  invest¬ 
ment  committee  and  approved  by  that 
panel  in  May. 

The  full  43-member  council  concurred 
with  those  guidelines  during  its  Nov.  29- 
Dec.  1  meeting. 


The  guidelines  allow  the  fiscal  agency 
to  deposit  up  to  10  percent  of  the  money 
in  its  short-term  investment  portfolio 
into  minority-owned  banks. 

The  value  of  that  short-term  portfolio 
ranges  from  $14  million  to  $30  million, 
said  Ronald  W.  Gilbert  of  Miami,  Okla., 
chairman  of  the  council’s  investment 
committee. 

The  investment  guidelines  set  mini¬ 
mum  standards  of  financial  health  that  a 
minority-owned  commerical  bank  must 
meet  before  receiving  church  funds. 

The  investment  rules  limit  the  amount 
of  deposits  in  any  one  minority-owned  in¬ 
stitution  to  $100,000,  the  top  sum  covered 
by  the  Federal  Deposit  Insurance  Corp. 
in  case  of  a  bank  failure. 

"Most  of  these  banks  are  very  small,” 
explained  Gary  W.  Bowen,  head  of  the 
council’s  financial  services  staff.  “We 
have  to  be  responsible  in  our  invest¬ 
ments  while  still  being  socially  responsi¬ 
ble.” 

The  list  of  minority-owned  banks  ap¬ 
proved  to  receive  church  funds  is  to  be 
reviewed  annually  to  make  sure  the  in¬ 
stitutions  still  meet  the  standards  of  fi¬ 
nancial  health  and  are  still 
minority-owned. 

Mr.  Bowen  said  the  council  is  seeking 
to  identify  qualified  minority-owned 
banks  for  deposits.  But  sources  of  infor¬ 
mation  are  limited.  He  said  the  banking 
industry’s  only  list  of  minority-owned  in¬ 
stitutions  is  two  years  old. 

The  council  purchased  certificates  of 
deposit,  each  worth  $100,000,  in  12  mi¬ 
nority-owned  banks  in  June,  Mr.  Bowen 
said.  Rates  of  return  on  those  certifi¬ 
cates,  most  of  which  mature  in  24 
months,  range  from  6.95  percent  to  7.75 
percent. 

The  following  14  minority-owned 
banks  have  qualified  to  receive  UM  de¬ 
posits: 

Capital  National  Bank  of  New  York; 
Cathay  Bank,  Los  Angeles;  Citizens  Trust 
Bank,  Atlanta;  Consolidated  Bank  and 
Trust,  Richmond,  Va.;  First  Independent 
Bank,  Detroit;  First  State  Bank,  Dan¬ 
ville,  Va.;  International  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Laredo,  Texas;  Liberty  Bank  and 
Trust  Co.,  Boston;  Lumbee  Bank,  Pem¬ 
broke,  N.C.;  Mechanics  and  Farmers 
Bank,  Durham,  N.C.;  Nueces  National 
Bank,  Corpus  Christi,  Texas;  South  Texas 
National  Bank,  Laredo,  Texas;  First  Tex¬ 
as  Bank,  Dallas;  and  Tri-State  Bank, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 


UM  missionary  forced  out  of  Honduras 


By  PAUL  JEFFREY 
Religious  News  Service 
MANAGUA,  Nicaragua— A  United 
Methodist  missionary  has  become  the 
latest  foreign  church  worker  to  be  pres¬ 
sured  out  of  Honduras  in  recent  months. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Eldridge,  assigned  to 
an  ecumenical  coalition  of  Protestant 
Honduran  churches,  was  in  neighboring  EH 
Salvador  when  he  was  warned  by  his  wife, 
Maria  Otero,  that  he  was  being  sought  by 
Honduran  immigration  officials. 

According  to  Ms.  Otero,  Mr.  Eldridge 
is  charged  with  “violation  of  article  46  of 


the  immigration  code,”  a  provision  pro¬ 
hibiting  defamation  or  disparagement  of 
the  armed  forces. 

Mr.  Eldridge,  whose  term  in  Honduras 
was  to  expire  early  next  year,  decided  he 
would  not  attempt  to  return. 

Barbara  Pessoa,  executive  secretary 
for  the  Latin  American /Caribbean  re¬ 
gion  for  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  in  New  York,  said  the 
denomination  has  three  other  missionar¬ 
ies  on  assignment  in  Honduras. 

Ms.  Pessoa  said  Mr.  Eldridge’s  duties 
with  the  Christian  Commission  for  De¬ 


velopment  included  running  an  extension 
program  for  the  Costa  Rica-based  Latin 
American  Biblical  Seminary. 

Mr.  Eldridge  said  he  believes  he  pro¬ 
voked  the  Honduran  military  with  an  ar¬ 
ticle  published  in  the  “Los  Angeles 
Times”  Oct.  17.  In  it,  he  criticized  the 
Honduran  military  for  corruption  and  in¬ 
volvement  in  drug  trafficking  and 
claimed  U.S.  involvement  in  the  country 
was  weakening  democracy  and  contrib¬ 
uting  to  stagnation  of  the  Honduran 
economy. 

His  article  called  on  the  U.S.  government 
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A  WORD  FROM  THE  MISSION 
SOCIETY  FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS 

THE  MISSION  SOCIETY  FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS  was  founded  in  1984  to  promote  the 
centrality  of  Christian  missions  to  the  life  and  ministry  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  and 
to  reaffirm  the  primary  importance  of  making  Christian  disciples  of  all  the  world's  people.  We 
believe  Jesus  Christ  alone  is  the  one  true  Lord  and  Savior,  the  source  of  salvation  for  all  persons 
everywhere,  of  whatever  creed  or  national  origin. 

THE  MISSION  SOCIETY  FOR  UNITED  METHODISTS  has  grown  since  then  from  the  vision 
of  a  few  to  the  reality  of  having  confirmed  and  sent  out  55  United  Methodists  who  are  serving 
in  15  nations  on  5  continents  with  another  68  serving  as  missionary  associates.  They  are  directly 
involved  in  evangelism,  theological  education,  church  planting  and  development  in  pioneer  areas 
as  well  as  in  Christ-centered  humanitarian  ministries  such  as  medicine,  education  and  agriculture. 

"ALL  OF  THIS  IS  DONE  BY  GOD, 

WHO  THROUGH  CHRIST  CHANGED  US  FROM  ENEMIES 
INTO  HIS  FRIENDS  AND  GAVE  US  THE  TASK  OF 
MAKING  OTHERS  HIS  FRIENDS  ALSO." 

II  Corinthians  5:18 

JOIN  US  IN  HELPING  TO  MAKE  OTHERS  HIS  FRIENDS  ALSO! 


The  Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists /P.O.  Box  1103,  Decatur,  GA  30031-1103 

I /We  believe  in  the  purpose  of  the  Mission  NAME 
Society,  which  affirms  Jesus  Christ  as  the  cen¬ 
tral  focus  for  all  forms  of  Christian  missions,  and  address _ 

will  pray  for  a  renewed  emphasis  on  evangelism 

in  our  church.  rriv  _ state _ 


PLEASE  SEND  ME  INFORMATION  ABOUT 

□  The  Mission  Society  for  United  Methodists 

□  Missionary  Service  opportunities 

□  Organizing  a  mission  emphasis  weekend  in 
our  local  church 


NAME  OF  LOCAL  CHURCH  _ 


□  LAY  PERSON 


\ 


-CLIP  k  MAIL  - 


to  stop  using  Honduras  as  a  staging  ground 
for  operations  against  Nicaragua  and  to  at¬ 
tend  to  problems  within  Honduras. 

Mr.  Eldridge,  a  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  from  eastern  Tennessee,  first  served 
as  a  missionary  in  Chile  in  1970  as  the 
pastor  of  two  churches. 

In  1973  he  founded  the  Washington  Of¬ 
fice  on  Latin  America,  an  ecumenical 
agency  whose  stated  purpose  is  to  moni¬ 
tor  “human  rights  practices  and  political 
developments  in  Latin  America  and  the 
Caribbean  and  the  formulation  of  U.S. 
policy  in  the  region.” 

The  agency  has  been  accused  by  some 
within  the  religious  community  as  being 
“radical”  and  “pro-leftist.” 

The  Rev.  Edmund  W.  Robb,  a  United 
Methodist  minister,  in  his  1986  book, 
“The  Betrayal  of  the  Church,”  said  the 
office  “is  pro-leftist  and  acts  as  a  liaison 
between  radical  groups  in  Central  Amer¬ 
ica  and  church  groups,  congressmen,  la¬ 
bor  unions  and  the  media,  often  bringing 
Latins  to  testify  before  congressional 
committees.” 

In  1986,  Mr.  Eldridge  resigned  as  di¬ 
rector  of  the  office  to  go  to  Honduras. 

The  Rev.  Alford  W.W.  Alphonese,  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  with  the  mission  board’s  Latin 
America/Caribbean  team  said  the 
options  being  studied  included  a  plan  for 
Mr.  Eldridge  to  work  with  the  denomina¬ 
tion  as  a  mission  interpreter  with  special 
focus  on  Latin  American  concerns. 

Gus  Spohn,  an  associate  editor  for  Re¬ 
ligious  News  Service,  also  contributed  to 
this  article. 
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Library  rededicated  to  Virginia  Laskey 

NASHVILLE— Memories  and  visions  of  the  future  mingled  recently  at  the 
first  governing  board  meeting  of  the  new  Scarritt- Bennett  Center.  The  center, 
owned  by  the  Women’s  Division  of  the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  occupies  the  former  campus  of  Scarritt  Graduate  School. 
That  school,  once  a  training  site  for  missionaries,  closed  in  May.  A  meeting 
highlight  was  rededication  of  the  center’s  library  in  honor  of  Virginia  Davis 
Laskey  of  Ruston,  La.,  a  Women’s  Division  president  from  1964-68.  Her  close 
friend  since  childhood,  Bishop  J.  Woodrow  Hearn  (Nebraska  Area),  president 
of  the  Global  Ministries  board,  shared  the  moment  with  her. 


the  church  today 


DePauw  president  directs  study 
of  US-USSR  education  policies 

GREENCASTLE,  Ind.— The  president 
of  United  Methodist-related  DePauw 
University  directed  a  commission  that 
explored  education  policy  during  the 
U.S.-U.S.S.R.  Emerging  Leaders  Summit 
last  week  in  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Robert  G.  Bottoms,  a  national 
spokesman  on  science  education,  has  em¬ 
phasized  the  importance  of  science  educa¬ 
tion  and  broadening  of  that  school’s 
curriculum  to  include  non-Westem  studies. 

The  Philadelphia  summit  brought  to¬ 
gether  approximately  150  of  each  nation’s 
most  promising  leaders. 

Dr.  Bottoms’  commission  examined 
problems  of  the  educational  systems  in 
both  nations  and  possible  areas  of  long¬ 
term  cooperation  in  solving  the  problems. 

Seminary  seeks  endowment 
for  rural-ministries  chair 

DALLAS  (UMR)— An  endowment  to 
create  a  first-of-its-kind  permanent  fac¬ 
ulty  position  in  a  program  to  prepare 
United  Methodist  ministers  for  work  in 
rural  communities  has  been  started  at 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 
School  of  Theology. 

Initial  gifts  for  the  Marvin  T.  and  Mur- 
lene  O.  Judy  Chair  in  Town  and  Country 
Ministries  came  from  the  dissolving 
United  Methodist  Rural  Fellowship 
Foundation  and  from  the  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Sunday  School  Class  at  University  Park 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas. 

The  chair  is  named  for  a  retired  long¬ 
time  Perkins  faculty  member  who  special¬ 
ized  in  rural  ministry  and  for  his  wife.  The 
couple  taught  the  University  Park  UMC 
church  school  class  for  25  years. 

Church-school  publications 
editor  nominated 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)— The  Rev. 
Duane  A.  Ewers,  Christian  education  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  United  Methodist  General 
Board  of  Discipleship,  was  nominated 
last  month  to  be  editor  of  the  denomina¬ 
tion’s  church  school  publications,  begin¬ 
ning  April  1, 1989. 

If  approved,  he  will  become  staff  ex¬ 
ecutive  for  the  denomination’s  Curricu¬ 
lum  Resources  Committee,  which  falls 
under  the  auspices  of  the  discipleship 
agency  and  The  United  Methodist  Pub¬ 
lishing  House. 

UM  organization  calls  for  end 
to  'cheap  talk’  on  abortion 

WASHINGTON— Calling  abortion  “a 
problem  of  human  suffering  that  has  got¬ 
ten  lost  in  politics,”  a  United  Methodist 
pro-life  group  is  organizing  a  church  ser¬ 
vice  at  the  denomination’s  chapel  on 
Capitol  Hill  that  they  hope  will  tran¬ 
scend  the  political  atmosphere. 

The  gathering  will  focus  on  the  1988 
General  Conference’s  declaration  that 


the  United  Methodist  Church  “cannot  af¬ 
firm  abortion  as  a  means  of  birth  con¬ 
trol,”  said  Steven  Paul  Wissler,  director 
of  the  Taskforce  of  United  Methodists  on 
Abortion  and  Sexuality. 

“Some  estimates  say  90  percent  of  all 
abortions— 1,200,000  annually— are  done 
for  birth  control  reasons,”  he  said.  “We 
cannot  afford  more  cheap  talk  about 
these  deaths.” 

The  “Confess  and  Covenant  for  Life”- 
service  will  be  held  Jan.  23  in  Simpson 
Memorial  Chapel  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Building,  100  Maryland  Avenue. 

Cyclone  hits  Bangladesh, 
thousands  feared  dead 

DHAKA,  Bangladesh— A  powerful  cy¬ 
clone  hammered  coastal  areas  of  Bangla¬ 
desh  last  week,  killing  hundreds  of  people, 
leaving  thousands  of  others  homeless  and 
destroying  millions  of  tons  of  crops  ready 
for  harvest,  according  to  news  reports. 

The  cyclone  hit  as  the  country  was  re¬ 
covering  from  fall  flooding,  described  as 
the  worst  in  the  region’s  history.  The  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  relief  agency,  UMCOR,  sent 
almost  $250,000  in  immediate  aid  and  initi¬ 
ated  a  special  $3  million  Bishops’  Appeal 
(Advance  No.  202400)  to  help  flood  victims. 
(See  UMR,  Sept.  16.) 

UMCOR  officials,  touring  Caribbean  ar¬ 
eas  hard-hit  by  a  recent  hurricane,  could 
not  be  reached  for  details  of  church  aid  to 
victims  of  last  week's  cyclone. 


DECEMBER  9,  1988  THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 

Japan’s  Qiristians  fear  Shinto  revival 

Emperor9  s  death  could  spark  resurgence  of  former  national  religion 
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ELLENWOOD,  Ga.— Using  this  poster-logo,  “Alternatives,”  a  not-for- 
profit  group  founded  in  1973,  protests  the  commercialization  of  Christmas. 
As  a  part  of  its  campaign,  the  group  produces  Bible  study  guides  and  a  list 
of  alternative  activities  for  churches  and  families  celebrating  Christmas. 

Group  urges  alternatives 
to  Christmas  season  ‘orgy’ 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

Christians  in  Japan  are  worried  that 
the  death  of  Emperor  Hirohito  could 
spark  a  retreat  from  principles  of  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  and  a  resurgence  of  ultra¬ 
nationalist  sentiments. 

The  status  of  “foreign”  religions  has 
become  a  major  topic  in  the  island  na¬ 
tion  as  the  national  psyche  focuses  on  the 
health  of  the  aging  emperor,  who  ascend¬ 
ed  the  throne  in  1926  and  took  Japan 
through  World  War  n  and  the  critical 
post-war  years. 

According  to  recent  reports  in  the  Asia 
Lutheran  Press  Service,  the  United 
Church  of  Christ  in  Japan— the  largest 
Protestant  church  in  Japan  with  approx¬ 
imately  200,000  members— has  set  up  an 
i  information  center  for  the  purpose  of  an¬ 
alyzing  the  effect  of  the  emperor’s  death 
on  Christians  in  Japan  and  to  consider 
specific  courses  of  action. 

.The  Japan  Evangelical  Alliance 


Lutherans 

-  Lo,  how  a  Rose  e’er  blooming 
:  From  tender  stem  hath  sprung! 

Of  Jesse’s  lineage  coming 
:  As  men  of  old  have  sung. 

:  It  came  a  floweret  bright, 

•  Amid  the  cold  of  winter, 

'-.When  half  spent  was  the  night. 

By  WILLIAM  J.  REYNOLDS 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation  in 
the  16th  century,  the  followers  of  Martin 
Luther  faced  the  problem  of  the  popular 
songs  about  Mary  or  addressed  to  her. 

Popularized  by  the  Meistersingers  in 
Germany,  these  songs  dealt  more  with 
Mary  than  with  her  son. 

As  the  central  theme,  she  is  referred 

Garrett  tops  goal 
of  $8.3  million 
scholarship  fund 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— Garrett-Evangeli¬ 
cal  Theological  Seminary  ended  a  two- 
year  fundraising  campaign  with  nearly 
$10.5  million  in  funding  commitments, 
topping  the  school’s  original  goal  of  $8.3 
million  by  more  than  $2  million. 

Seminary  officials  said  that  success 
will  enable  the  United  Methodist-related 
school  to  offer  50  new  student  scholar¬ 
ships,  improve  the  school’s  rural  and 
small  church  ministry  program,  and  re¬ 
model  student  housing.  Campus  facilities 
are  being  renovated  to  permit  access  for 
those  with  physical  disabilities. 

Fall  enrollment  is  at  an  all-time  high 
of  375,  compared  to  351  a  year  ago— 186 
women  and  189  men. 

There  are  62  international  students, 
representing  20  countries— including,  for 
the  first  time,  a  seminarian  from  the 
People’s  Republic  of  China. 

He  is  one  of  three  Nanjing  Theological 
Seminary  graduates  studying  in  this 
country  as  part  of  the  China  program  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

:  In  January,  the  first  group  of  Korean 
students  from  the  Methodist  Theological 
Seminary  of  Korea  will  arrive  on  the  Ev- 
ahston  campus  to  begin  studies  in  a  new 
joint  degree  program. 

Garrett  is  seeking  to  fulfil  its  mission 
‘.‘of  equipping  the  whole  people  of  God 
for  Christ’s  ministry  of  personal  and  so¬ 
cial  transformation,”  a  spokesperson 
said. 


Church  set  up  a  similar  center  in  July, 
and  other  evangelical  denominations  are 
reportedly  putting  together  committees 
to  examine  the  ramifications  of  “X- 
Day,”  as  the  day  of  the  emperor’s  antici¬ 
pated  death  has  come  to  be  known. 

In  early  September,  the  National 
Christian  Council  in  Japan  adopted  a 
statement  criticizing  "any  attempts  to 
nationalize  the  Shinto  religion  organized 
as  it  is  under  the  emperor  as  its  highest 
priest.” 

It  said  it  would  refuse  “to  participate 
in  any  Shinto  ceremonies  created  by  the 
Japanese  nation  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
present  emperor’s  death.” 

Pat  Patterson,  a  United  Methodist 
church  official  who  recently  returned 
from  a  one-week  visit  to  Japan,  said 
ramifications  of  X-Day  are  dominating 
discussion  in  Christian  circles. 

She  said  Christians  are  concerned  the 
emperor’s  death— with  its  immediate 
publicity  followed  by  a  national  period  of 


to  as  ‘‘the  queen,”  ‘‘the  blooming 
branch,”  “the  rose  without  thorns,”  and 
“the  one  who  gave  birth  to  God.” 

To  make  these  texts  usable,  Lutherans 
attempted  to  make  alterations.  Some¬ 
times  this  was  accomplished  by  merely 
substituting  the  name  of  Jesus  for  Mary. 

One  carol  which  has  become  well 
known  in  the  English-speaking  world 
was  an  old  Rhineland  carol  which  begins: 

Es  ist  ein’  Ros'  entsprungen 

Aus  einer  Wurzel  zart. 

Dating  possibly  from  the  15th  century, 
the  German  text  is  based  on  Isaiah  11:1, 
“There  shall  come  forth  a  rod  out  of  the 
stem  of  Jesse,  and  a  Branch  shall  grow 
out  of  his  roots.” 


mourning  that,  according  to  tradition, 
could  last  as  long  as  two  years— might 
trigger  a  resurgence  of  the  kind  of  ultra- 
nationalist  sentiment  that  in  earlier 
years  led  to  designation  of  Christianity 
as  a  “foreign  religion." 

Under  changes  in  Japan’s  constitution 
following  World  War  II,  jingoistic  ten¬ 
dencies  were  moderated,  demonstrated 
in  large  measure  through  changes  in  how 
the  emperor  was  perceived:  Instead  of 
an  emperor  who  was  viewed  as  divine, 
embodying  the  supreme  authority  of 
Shinto  ceremony,  the  post-World  War  n 
emperor  was  given  mostly  symbolic  sig¬ 
nificance. 

But  according  to  Ms.  Patterson  and 
others,  several  events  over  the  past  30 
years  cause  concern  among  Japanese 
who  want  imperialist  tendencies  to  re¬ 
main  in  Japan’s  past. 

The  most  recent  incident,  she  said, 
was  the  ruling  of  the  Japanese  Supreme 
Court  that  a  Japanese  World  War  n  vet- 


Of  all  the  English  translations  that 
have  appeared,  the  one  more  frequently 
used  is  "Lo,  how  a  Rose  e’er  blooming,” 
made  about  1900  by  Theodore  Baker,  dis¬ 
tinguished  American  scholar  and  music 
editor. 

The  second  stanza  of  Baker’s  transla¬ 
tion  is: 

Isaiah  'twas  foretold  it, 

The  Rose  I  have  in  mind; 

With  Mary  we  behold  it. 

The  Virgin  mother  kind. 

To  show  God’s  love  aright 

She  bore  to  men  a  Savior, 

When  half  spent  was  the  night. 

Here  the  scene  at  Bethlehem  is  viewed 
from  the  context  of  the  prophecy  of  Isa- 


eran  had  to  be  enshrined  in  a  Shinto  war 
memorial— over  protests  by  his  Chris¬ 
tian  wife  and  despite  the  constitutional 
separation  of  church  and  state. 

A  public  visit  in  1985  of  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Yasuhiro  Nakasone  to  a  Shinto  shrine 
was  another  cause  for  concern,  she  said. 

Sixty-four  cultural  and  community 
leaders,  expressing  worries  similar  to 
those  voiced  by  church  leaders,  signed  a 
joint  statement  earlier  this  fall  opposing 
the  glorification  and  strengthening  of  the 
emperor  system. 

The  ‘‘Kyodan  Newsletter,”  official 
publication  of  the  United  Church  of 
Christ  in  Japan,  said,  “Behind  the  odd 
spectacle  of  anticipatory  mourning 
while  the  emperor  is  still  fighting  for  his 
life  lies  a  more  sinister  program:  to  capi¬ 
talize  on  the  emperor’s  impending  death, 
and  the  prolonged  period  of  mourning 
before  his  successor  is  enthroned,  in  or¬ 
der  to  revive  imperial  authority  and  its 
Shinto  ideological  buttress.” 

civic  work 

By  BARBARA  WALCOFF 

NEWARK,  N.J.— For  more  than  30 
years,  Bridgeton  resident  Wayne  Homan 
has  worked  at  making  life  better  in  his 
hometown,  both  for  his  family  and  for 
his  neighbors. 

Mr.  Homan  has  contributed  hours  and 
hours  to  United  Methodist  church  pro¬ 
grams,  Scouting,  and  youth  sports. 

For  these  activities,  the  New  Jersey 
Bell  communications  technician  in  Vine- 
land  was  named  the  company’s  Good  Cit¬ 
izen  for  September. 

The  award  recognizes  significant  pub¬ 
lic  and  community  service  by  active  and 
retired  employees.  Mr.  Homan  was  hon¬ 
ored  last  month  at  a  luncheon. 

Since  1956,  Mr.  Homan  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Wesley  Memorial  UMC  in  Bridge- 
ton,  and  since  1975,  he  has  served  in  the 
Greater  Bridgeton  Cloister  Association,  a 
regional  advisory  group  related  to  several 
South  Jersey  United  Methodist  churches. 

Mr.  Homan  and  his  wife,  Marlene, 
have  a  daughter,  Terri,  and  a  son,  Gary. 
In  1961,  Mr.  Homan  helped  organize 
Bridgeton’s  Boy  Scout  Troop  31  and  was 
its  first  scoutmaster,  a  role  he  served  in 
for  more  than  a  decade. 

“I’ve  been  Scouting  since  1948,”  he  ex¬ 
plained.  “I  joined  Troop  99  in  Bridgeton 
hen  I  was  11  years  old. 

.  “Scouting  did  a  lot  for  me  and  now  I’m 
giving  something  back,”  he  said. 

Mr.  Homan  has  made  many  civic  con¬ 
tributions  in  his  work  as  a  member  of  the 
Vineland  Council  of  the  Telephone  Pio¬ 
neers,  a  community  service  association 
of  telephone  industry  veterans.  As  chair¬ 
man  of  the  group’s  environmental  com¬ 
mittee  during  the  late  1970s  and  early 
1980s,  he  set  up  bird  feeders  at  two  local 
nursing  homes  and  established  duck 
houses  at  Parvin  State  Park. 


iah.  Upon  the  soundness  of  this  prophetic 
backdrop  is  projected  the  imagery  of  the 
rose  tree. 

To  the  German  people,  who  tended 
their  numerous  rose  trees  with  great  and 
tender  care,  this  was  a  beautiful  and 
meaningful  symbol  of  the  Incarnate  Son 
of  God. 

NEXT  WEEK’S  HYMN: 

"What  Child  is  this ” 


Dear  Deborah: 

You  usually  get  letters  with  problems 
and  difficulties  so  I  want  to  share  with 
you  some  good  news! 

There  is  a  young  couple  in  our  church 
with  three  children  and  the  father  is  unem¬ 
ployed.  However,  when  his  widowed  sister 
died  they  adopted  her  four  children. 

Our  whole  church  took  on  a  project  of 
supporting  this  family  in  this  undertaking. 

The  United  Methodist  Women  agreed 
to  see  that  the  children  have  clothes  and 
shoes  when  needed.  The  circle  of  older 
women  knit  hats,  scarves  and  mittens. 

The  men  of  the  church  have  helped  in¬ 
sulate  and  repair  the  old  house  they 
bought  with  enough  rooms  for  all  the 
children. 

The  youth  group  provides  free  child 
care  once  a  week  so  the  parents  can  have 
a  night  off. 

And  the  young  couples  club  provides  at 
least  two  hot  dishes  a  week  for  the  fam¬ 
ily.  There  is  also  a  coordinator  the  fam¬ 
ily  can  call  if  they  need  help,  such  as 
daytime  child  care  if  someone  has  to  go 
to  the  doctor. 

I  just  heard  that  the  father  found  a  job. 
It  is  not  what  he  is  trained  for  and  the  in¬ 
come  will  not  be  enough,  but  it  will  cer¬ 
tainly  help  his  morale. 

We  have  really  tried  not  to  make  them 
feel  like  a  charity  case.  Our  pastor  has 
been  helpful  in  enabling  us  to  look  at  it 
through  their  eyes.  In  fact,  the  pastor  de¬ 
serves  the  credit  for  getting  us  started 
on  this  project. 

In  addition,  some  in  the  church  have 
gotten  interested  in  helping  the  hungry 
and  homeless  in  our  community.  Helping 
and  making  a  difference  is  contagious! 

Our  church  is  more  alive  and  hum- 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 

NASHVILLE— “Just  whose  birthday  is 
it,  anyway?” 

That’s  the  perennial  question  asked 
by  a  not-for-profit  group  that  has  been 
campaigning  for  15  years  for  a  Christ- 
centered  Christmas. 

The  campaign  will  get  a  boost  this  year 
as  100,000  United  Methodist,  Lutheran, 
Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Church  con¬ 
gregations  are  urged  by  officials  in  their 
respective  denominations  to  join  an  “alter¬ 
native”  movement  for  1988. 

"Alternatives,”  a  not-for-profit  group 
based  in  Ellenwood,  Ga.,  was  founded  in 
1973  to  protest  the  commercialization  of 
Christmas. 

The  campaign  is  an  Advance  Special 
project  of  the  United  Methodist  Church's 
World  Division.  Local  church  members 
can  contribute  by  designating  their  of¬ 
fering  for  Alternatives,  Advance  No. 
010125-2. 

Milo  Thornberry,  director  of  “Alterna¬ 
tives,”  said  the  idea  is  neither  to  influ¬ 
ence  people  to  reject  the  whole  notion  of 
gift-giving  and  celebration  nor  to  send 
them  on  a  guilt  trip. 

Rather,  he  said,  it  is  a  way  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  “restore  perspective  to  a  season  that 
often  degenerates  into  a  religion-sanc¬ 
tioned  orgy  of  self-indulgence.  ” 

Early  Christians  celebrated  Christmas 
as  an  alternative  to  the  pagan  feasts  of 
the  season,  he  explained. 

Puritans  in  England  and  U.S.  colonies 
later  rejected  it  because  it  seemed  to 
mirror  secular  festivals. 

The  blurred  lines  between  the  reli¬ 
gious  celebration  and  commercialized 


ming,  too,  in  many  other  ways.  In  spite 
of  all  we  give  away,  our  budget  is  met 
each  month  also.  What  a  wonderful  way 
to  enter  Advent. 

Mary 

Dear  Mary: 

Thank  you  for  sharing. 

Your  pastor  does  deserve  the  credit 
for  getting  you  started,  but  the  con¬ 
gregation  can  also  pat  yourselves  on 
the  back  for  your  ongoing  ministry. 

There  is  nothing  1  can  add  except 
to  invite  other  readers  to  send  me 
more  good  news! 

Readers  are  invited  to  write  to  Debo¬ 
rah  for  answers  to  personal  problems  in 
living  the  Christian  life  and  faith.  Make 
the  letter  brief.  Questions  for  the  column 
will  be  selected  from  the  letters.  Write 
“Dear  Deborah,  PERSONAL,"  P.O.  Box 
660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 

Poem  of  the  Week 

YOU  BETHLEHEM 

You  Bethlehem,  you  warm  inside, 

If  I  could  wear  your  Christmas 
Home  with  me  from  church,  I  would 
not 

Have  these  cold,  dark  thoughts  that 
Curve  around  snowballs.  If  I 
Could  talk  to  people  who  pulled  at 
Your  heavy  glory  that  first  rouged 
The  world  instead  of  these,  my  own, 
Who  tinsel  up  their  Tannenbaums 
and 

Talk  in  wine,  I  would  not  feel 
One  of  the  cruel  clowns  who  lost  a 
Key  to  Christmas.  You  Bethlehem, 

You  warm  inside,  you  warm  inside. 

—MARION  SCHOEBERLEIN 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


i^DMNCE  JVo  gift  too  small 


revels  still  challenge  Christians  today, 
said  Mr.  Thornberry. 

Among  alternative  activities  for 
churches  and  families  for  Christmas,  the 
organization  suggests: 

•Reducing  time  spent  shopping  and 
watching  television  and  using  time  dur¬ 
ing  Advent  (four  weeks  prior  to  Christ¬ 
mas)  for  Bible  study  and  regular 
meditation. 

•  Replacing  the  tradition  of  Santa 
Claus  with  that  of  St.  Nicholas,  the  pa¬ 
tron  saint  who  loved  and  cared  for  chil¬ 
dren,  and  whose  day  of  celebration  is 
generally  Dec.  6. 

•More  thoughtful  and  values-centered 
gift-giving  instead  of  money-spending 
competitions  to  give  “the  best.” 

•Honoring  Jesus’  birth  by  giving  25 
percent  of  holiday  spending  money  to 
persons  in  need. 

•Reaching  out  to  persons  who  other¬ 
wise  would  be  alone  at  Christmas. 

Sponsors  for  the  1988  campaign  in¬ 
clude  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Detroit  and 
agencies  of  the  Christian  Reformed 
Church,  the  Christian  Church  (Disciples 
of  Christ),  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (U.S.A.),  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America,  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

Tokyo’s  surging 
land  prices  limit 
church  growth 

From  Religious  News  Service 
Surging  land  prices  in  Tokyo  have 
spilled  over  into  surrounding  areas, 
creating  serious  difficulties  for 
churches  that  had  planned  to  expand. 

According  to  Hong  Kong-based 
Asia  Lutheran  Press  Services,  a  re¬ 
cent  survey  by  the  Japanese  evangeli¬ 
cal  weekly,  “The  Christian,”  shows 
that  about  half  the  400  churches  sam¬ 
pled  within  60  kilometers  of  central 
Tokyo  said  they  are  adversely  affect¬ 
ed  by  skyrocketing  land  costs. 

Churches  that  own  their  own  land 
are  suffering  the  least,  according  to  the 
survey,  while  churches  that  rent  space 
and  congregations  that  worship  in  pri¬ 
vate  homes  appear  to  be  hardest  hit 
“Japan  Update,”  a  monthly  news¬ 
letter  of  the  Japan  Evangelical  Asso¬ 
ciation,  said  many  of  the  churches 
which  had  planned  to  purchase  land 
to  build  larger  churches  find  that  the 
money  they  saved  for  years  has 
shrunk  drastically  in  recent  years. 

One  church  in  the  city  of  Musashino 
increased  the  number  of  worship  ser¬ 
vices  to  four  as  membership  grew  and 
land  prices  soared.  Church  officials 
said  it  would  cost  millions  of  dollars 
to  build  a  new  church,  based  on  land 
costs  at  $3,000  per  square  foot. 

In  Tokyo,  a  Holiness  church  aban¬ 
doned  its  original  plan  of  building  a 
second  church  nearby  in  favor  of 
building  in  a  less  expensive  area. 

However,  some  pastors  said  they 
see  a  silver  lining  in  the  cloud  of  ris¬ 
ing  land  costs,  suggesting  that  the  cri¬ 
sis  will  spark  “creative  growth  ideas” 
for  mission  work  and  encourage  more 
efficient  use  of  small  spaces. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  GARRETT-EV  ANGELICAL  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY 


Seminary  tops  fundraising  goal 

EVANSTON,  Ill.— No,  it’s  not  a  goof.  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary’s  “Endowing  for  Excellence”  campaign,  launched  in  October 
1986,  was  so  successful  that  campaign  co-chairperson  Philip  Bash,  right, 
could  cross  out  $8.3  million  and  write  in  the  final  tally  of  $10,423,929— more 
than  $2  million  over  the  original  goal.  Seminary  President  Neal  Fisher  sa¬ 
vors  the  moment.  A  seminary  spokesperson  said  the  success  will  enable  the 
United  Methodist-related  school  to  offer  50  new  student  scholarships.  The 
fundraising  was  conducted  by  the  seminary’s  trustees. 


New  Jersey  Bell  honors  layman’s 


BRIDGETON,  N.J.— Wayne  Homan,  named  New  Jersey  Bell’s  Good  Citizen  of  the  Month  recently,  prepares  for 
a;  canoeing  adventure  at  Parvin  State  Park.  Accompanying  the  United  Methodist  layman  are  Neil  Everingham  and 
Steve  Kaneshiki,  members  of  Bridgeton’s  Boy  Scout  Troop  31.  The  Good  Citizen  award  honor  significant  public  and 
community  service  work  by  active  and  retired  company  employees. 

History  of  Hymns 

altered  lyrics  of  ‘Mary  hymns’ 


Dear  Deborah 

Church  members  find 
helping  ‘contagious’ 


PAr.r  n 
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Somebody  Is  Watching  You!  Bars!  Playpen  Or  Prison?  Cradles  Or  Crime? 

r  1  II  scanner  systems.  This  new  scanner  does  •'  A 


k  - 

Dr.  Richard  Hodges 
During  play  time  one  afternoon  last 
week  I  stood  watching  one  of  our  three 
year  old  children  playing  at  one  of  the 
activities.  (For  those  of  you  who  do  not 
know,  The  Methodist  Home  has  a  pre¬ 
school  coordinator,  Jackie  Havard,  who 
does  a  marvelous  job  with  our  pre-school 
residents.)  The  activity  involved  grocery 
item  boxes,  a  shopping  cart  and  a  cash 
register.  The  children  were  pretending  to 
be  grocery  shopping  or,  as  we  say  in  New 
Orleans  "making  groceries.”  They  had  a 
good  time.  One  preschooler  did  some¬ 
thing  that  fascinated  me. 

He  would  take  the  grocery  item  out  of 
the  cart,  then  before  doing  anything  else, 
he  would  rub  it  on  the  table  top.  Some¬ 
times  he  would  rub  it  more  than  once. 

Now,  I  happen  to  shop  at  a  supermar¬ 
ket  which  has  one  of  the  new  check-out 

Psychiatrist 
Joins  Staff 


Ralph  L.  Chester,  M.D.,  a  native  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  recently  joined  The 
Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  Staff  in 
the  field  of  Psychiatry.  Dr.  Chester 
earned  an  undergraduate  degree  in  Med¬ 
ical  Science  with  a  minor  in  Sociology 
from  Boston  University.  His  graduate 
studies  were  also  at  Boston  University 
where  he  received  his  M.D.  in  1981.  He 
moved  to  New  Orleans  in  1981  to  train  in 
the  specialty  of  General  Psychiatry  at 
Tulane  University  School  of  Medicine. 

Dr.  Chester  currently  works  with  the 
Psychoanalytic  Medicine  Program  at 
Tulane,  and  is  on  staff  of  DePaul  and 
River  Oaks  Hospitals  in  Adult  and  Child 
Psychiatry.  Dr.  Chester  has  successfully 
passed  the  National  Board  of  Medicine 
exam,  F.L.E.X.  exam,  and  is  a  Diplo- 
mate  of  the  National  Board  of  Psychia¬ 
try  and  Neurology,  Board  Certified  in 
Psychiatry. 

Dr.  Chester  is  a  part  of  our  continuous 
program  to  achieve  excellence  in  care 
and  treatment  for  our  children. 

Psychologist 
Joins  Staff 

John  E.  Monguillot,  Ph.D.  is  a  Louisi¬ 
ana  native  and  a  graduate  of  L.S.U.  He 
graduated  Magna  Cum  Laude  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree.  He  furthered 
his  education  of  at  LSU  receiving  the 
Master  of  Science  and  Doctor  of  Philoso¬ 
phy  degrees  in  Psychology.  He  is  a  Li¬ 
censed  Clinical  Psychologist,  certified  as 
a  National  Health  Service  Provider  in 
Psychology,  and  hold  a  Type  A  Certifi¬ 
cate  as  a  Louisiana  School  Psychologist. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Psycho¬ 
logical  Association. 

Dr.  Monguillot  is  a  Clinical  Psycholo¬ 
gist  in  Private  Practice  and  a  School 
Psychologist  with  the  Orleans  Parish 
School  Board.  He  is  the  author  of  several 
articles  and  is  a  teacher.  Dr.  Monguillot 
brings  the  professional  skills  needed  for 
the  children  at  The  Methodist  Home. 

Defanging 
Monster  Parents 

There  are  times  when  a  parent  just 
loses  it.  That  adorable  sweet  little  child 
has  pushed  you  to  the  limit.  With  an  out¬ 
burst  of  anger,  that  intelligent,  capable 
adult  turns  into  a  red-faced,  screaming 
monster.  The  child  has  won!  The  child  has 
won!  The  child  experiences  the  power 
that  enables  him  to  control  the  situation. 

How  do  you  defang  the  red-faced  mon¬ 
ster?  The  goal  with  the  difficult  child  is 
to  provide  consistency  and  predictabili¬ 
ty.  What  is  more  predictable  than  “the 
child  can  trust  the  parent."  They  can 
count  on  the  parent  to  come  through  with 
the  positives  for  good  behavior  just  as 
much  as  they  can  count  on  the  negative 
consequences  for  unacceptable  behavior. 

Use  drama  when  a  child  has  broken  a 
rule  you  have  laid  down.  Try:  “Wow,  I 
can’t  believe  you  really  did  that  after  I 
told  you  what  would  happen.”  Then  en¬ 
force  the  law.  This  achieves  better  re¬ 
sults  than  anger. 

The  child  won’t  know  for  sure  to  what 
extent  you  are  disturbed,  yet  you  are 
able  to  blow  off  some  steam  by  being 
dramatic.  Of  course,  when  possible, 
“catch"  your  child  being  good  and  give 
the  appropriate  recognition. 


scanner  systems.  This  new  scanner  does 
not  require  the  clerk  to  ring  up  the  items 
on  the  register  any  longer.  The  clerk 
simply  passes  the  item  over  the  scanner 
and  the  price  is  automatically  entered 
into  the  register.  That's  what  our  pre- 
•srhnnipr  w»ac  doing'  !  knew  *hat  that 
child  had  been  in  a  supermarket  that  had 
one,  too.  He  had  learned  something  by 
observation.  Likewise,  I  had  learned 
something  by  observing  the  child. 

You  know,  our  children  are  always  ob¬ 
serving  us.  They  learn  by  watching  us 
then  imitating  what  we  do.  The  question 
which  ought  to  be  ever  before  us  is, 
“What  are  they  learning  from  me?” 

May  God’s  Grace  and  Peace  be  with 
you,  especially  if  small  children  are 
watching  you. 

Richard  E.  Hodges,  Ph.D. 

Executive  Director 

Nurse  Joins  Staff 

Deborah  Hildreth  joined  the  Methodist 
Home  Staff  on  Monday  October  31,  1988 
to  provide  daily  medical  care  for  the 
children.  She  is  a  native  of  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee  and  is  a  graduate  of  Central 
High  School.  After  working  at  the  T.C. 
Thompson  Children’s  Hospital  she  at¬ 
tended  Cleveland  State  Community  Col¬ 
lege  where  she  received  an  Associate  of 
Science  degree  in  Nursing.  She  did  her 
internship  program  at  Erlanger  Medical 
Center  where  she  took  the  position  as  As¬ 
sistant  Head  Nurse.  In  1980  she  returned 
to  T.C.  Thompson  Children’s  Hospital 
where  she  worked  until  1983  when  she 
moved  to  Kenner,  Louisiana. 

She  is  married  to  George  D.  Hildreth 
and  has  a  4  year  old  son,  David  Jonathan 
Hildreth.  She  is  a  member  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  of  Kenner  and  is  an  active 
church  member.  Her  hobbies  are  folk 
art,  fabric  painting,  water  color,  graphic 
art,  and  reading  psychological  studies 
and  inspirational  material. 


Diagnostic  Unit  Opens 

The  past  two  years  have  seen  the  Methodist  Home  grpw  from  a  temporary  shelter 
for  abused  children  to  a  multiple  service  agency  providing  shelter,  diagnostic  and 
evaluation,  and  treatment. 

In  1986  a  Residential  Family  Care  program  was  added.  These  highly  trained  fam¬ 
ilies  care  for  difficult  and  hard  to  place  children.  The  home  are  recruited,  trained, 
and  supervised  by  The  Methodist  Home  staff.  The  Methodist  Home  has  a  major  voice 
in  placing  children  in  these  homes. 

This  year,  in  addition  to  our  short-term  shelter,  and  the  Residential  Family  Care 
program,  a  new  Diagnostic  and  Evaluation  Unit  has  been  added.  A  team  consisting  of 
a  psychiatrist,  psychologist,  social  worker,  and  other  staff  professionals  evaluate  the 
treatment  needed  for  the  child.  If  the  child  is  deemed  is  need  of  treatment,  that  treat¬ 
ment  is  spelled  out,  and  the  child  remains  with  The  Methodist  Home  during  the  treat¬ 
ment  period. 

The  Methodist  Home  continues  to  evaluate  its  role  and  services  to  children.  Louisi¬ 
ana  Methodists  can  be  proud  of  their  ministry  to  children.  During  the  coming  year 
join  us  in  this  ministry  for  children  with  your  prayers  and  your  gifts. 

*  *  * 

Recent  studies  indicate  that  we  need  to  pay  more  attention  to  cradles  than  we  do  to 
crime.  The  public  spends  billions  for  prisons  when  it  should  invest  in  play  pens. 

The  truth  is  that  the  first  two  years  of  a  child’s  life  is  the  time  that  the  child  learns 
trust,  love,  and  the  ability  to  form  close  relationships.  These  are  the  foundations  for 
the  child  to  be  able  to  accept  public  and  personal  limits  and  controls  on  their  actions. 

Recent  writings  from  The  Attachment  Center,  Evergreen,  Colorado  helps  us  un¬ 
derstand  the  “high  risk  child.”  The  article  is  written  in  question  and  answer  form.  Be¬ 
low  are  some  of  the  questions  and  answers  that  should  interest  you. 

Q:  How  does  this  all  begin?  Did  we  do  something  wrong? 

A:  During  the  first  eighteen  months  of  life  the  infant  responds  to  his/her  environ¬ 
ment  in  the  following  way.  The  infant  experiences  a  need:  pain,  hunger,  or  discom¬ 
fort.  This  need  is  expressed  through  a  rave  reaction.  The  rage  “crying"  prompts  the 


Santa’s  List 

Christmas  is  a  very  special  time  for 
children.  It  is  especially  important  for 
children  who  are  away  from  parents  or 
who  have  no  parents.  Here  is  your  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  be  a  parent  to  some  child  this 
Christmas.  You  can  do  this  in  either  of 
two  ways.  One  way  is  to  send  $40.00  for 
us  to  furnish  Christmas  gifts  for  a  child. 
Another  way  is  to  furnish  some  gift  from 
the  list  below. 

Possible  gifts  for  children  are:  Inex¬ 
pensive  watches,  small  radios,  clock  ra¬ 
dios,  jewelry  boxes,  inexpensive  jewelry, 
billfolds,  craft  kits,  paint  by  number 
sets,  posters,  snap  together  models  (no 
glue),  cameras,  calculators,  tape  record¬ 
ers,  curling  irons,  electric  hot  rollers, 
perfume,  Barbie  dolls  (black  and  white), 
electronic  games,  remote  control  cars, 
hot  wheels,  toys  for  infants,  stuffed  ani¬ 
mals,  Fisher-Price  toys. 

Gifts  for  the  entire  group:  video  tapes 
for  Beta,  VHS,  and  Laser  Discs,  car¬ 
toons,  movies  for  children  and  youth 
with  PG  rating  such  as  “The  Cat  From 
Outer  Space,”  “Kidnapped,”  “The  Last 
Flight  of  Noah’s  Ark,”  “Black  Beard’s 
Ghost,”  and  Walt  Disney  Production 
Films.  Also,  basketballs,  volleyballs, 
tether  balls,  utility  balls. 

Pre-school  children  could  use  tum¬ 
bling  mats,  rhythm  and  band  instru¬ 
ments,  rhythm  band  marching  record 


EVALUATING  A  CHILD  —  Shown  here  1.  to  r.  are  Dan  Bouyson,  Dr.  Chester,  Dr. 
Monguillot,  Debbie  Hildreth,  and  Jim  Akins. 

Point  Store 


The  Point  Store  is  a  popular  place  for 
the  children.  The  children  at  the  Method¬ 
ist  Home  are  helped  to  accept  responsi¬ 
bility  for  their  conduct,  to  discover 
healthy  and  alternative  ways  of  dealing 
with  their  emotions  and  conflict,  and  to 
take  care  of  daily  housekeeping  duties. 
As  the  children  show  they  can  be  more 
responsible  they  earn  higher  levels  of  ac- 

albums,  preceptional  motor  skill  activity 
records,  physical  fitness  records,  flannel 
board  with  kits  to  tell  pictures  with,  view 
master  and  reels,  play  center  furniture 
(wooden),  bean  bag  toss  game,  a  listening 
center  (jack  boxes  and  ear  phones). 

Larger  gifts  include:  playground  re¬ 
surfaced,  a  van  for  transportation  to 
school  and  activities,  and  bicycles  for 
children  in  our  Residential  Family 
Homes. 

Things  The  Home  might  need  such  as 
twin  sheets,  infant  and  toddler  clothing, 
boys  robes  and  slippers,  bras,  girls  robes 
and  slippers,  girls  panties  and  slips  (cot¬ 
ton),  jackets  and  windbreakers,  jeans, 
older  girls  robes  and  sleepwear,  panty 
hose,  socks  (all  kinds  and  sizes),  sweat¬ 
ers,  sweat  shirts  without  any  wording  or 
pictures  on  them,  shoe  laces,  purses. 


Babe  Of  Bethlehem 

For  years,  December  and  Christmas  was  the  traditional  time  for  “The  Babe  of 
Bethlehem"  offering  for  the  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans.  While  we  are  no  longer 
an  adoption  agency,  we  still  serve  children  from  birth  through  fourteen  years  of  age. 
The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans  is  still  a  good  cause  for  your  Christmas  giving. 
Joseph  and  Mary’s  need  for  shelter  for  the  birth  of  Jesus  in  Bethlehem  can  still  be  un¬ 
derstood  as  a  child  needing  shelter  in  New  Orleans  today.  Today  we  are  “the  inn”  for 
children  in  need.  ^  ,  . 

Make  this  a  special  Christmas  with  a  special  gift  to  “The  Babe  of  Bethlehem 
through  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 


tivities  and  privileges.  One  part  ot  the 
program  is  earning  points  which  can  be 
exchanged  for  personal  items  from  the 
Point  Store. 

The  Point  Store  is  a  part  of  a  Positive 
Reinforcement  Program  to  help  the  chil¬ 
dren  modify  their  behavior.  This  is  a 
change  from  the  negative  discipline  they 
have  received  most  of  their  life. 


youth  trades 
her  points  at  the  Point  Store. 


primary  caregiver  to  gratify  the  need.  Important  elements  of  gratification  of  this 
need  involves  touch,  eye-contact,  motion,  food,  and  voice. 

The  repetition  of  this  cycle  thousands  of  times  during  the  first  two  years  without 
interruption  results  in  the  formation  of  a  strong  trust  bond  or  attachment  between 
the  child  and  his  caregiver.  This  bond  of  trust  and  attachment  enables  the  child  to  lat¬ 
er  accept  limits  and  controls  as  they  are  imposed  by  his  parents.  An  interruption  of 
this  cycle  occurs  when  there  is  separation  or  change  of  the  primary  caregiver,  abuse 
or  neglect,  chronic  or  unrelieved  pain,  or  gratification  without  touch,  motion,  or  eye- 
contact. 

Q:  What  happens  if  my  child  didn’t  bond?  What  are  the  possible  behaviors? 

A:  Children  who  have  attachment  problems  as  a  result  of  interruptions  of  the  at¬ 
tachment  cycle  during  the  first  two  years  of  life  have  most  of  the  following  symp¬ 
toms: 

1.  Superficially  engaging  and  “charming” 

2.  Lack  of  eye-contact  on  parental  terms 

3.  Indiscriminately  affectionate  with  strangers 

4.  Not  affectionate  on  parents’  terms  (not  cuddly) 

5.  Destructive  to  self,  others  and  material  things  (accident  prone) 

6.  Cruelty  to  animals 

7.  Lying  about  the  obvious  (crazy  lying) 

8.  No  impulse  controls  (frequently  acts  hyperactive) 

9.  Learning  lags 

10.  Lack  of  cause  and  effect  thinking 

11.  Lack  of  conscience 

12.  Abnormal  eating  patterns 

13.  Poor  peer  relationships 

14.  Preoccupation  with  fire 

15.  Persistent  nonsense  questions  and  incessant  chatter 

16.  Inappropriately  demanding  and  clingy 

17.  Abnormal  speech  patterns 

Love  Is  Not  Enough 

Parents  with  children  like  this  often  feel  guilty.  They  say  “We  are  loving  parents, 
why  can’t  we  reach  our  children  with  love?”  Sadly,  many  times  love  is  not  enough. 
These  children  are  often  placed  in  a  foster  home  or  an  adoptive  home  where  the  par¬ 
ents  have  been  evaluated  as  being  warm,  caring,  loving,  generous,  and  committed  to 
making  a  child  a  part  of  their  family. 

However,  within  a  short  period  of  time,  these  parents  experienced  confusion,  an¬ 
ger,  coldness,  despair,  rejection,  and  bitterness.  The  parents  often  feel  like  they  are 
being  used  instead  of  loved. 

These  parents  need  to  understand  that  they  need  not  feel  guilty.  They  need  to  know 
that  their  children  have  a  problem  and  need  special  therapy  if  they  are  ever  to  be 
corrected.  More  and  more  therapists  are  learning  of  new  techniques  to  help  the  child 
to  deal  with  this  lack  of  bonding  in  their  early  age. 

Your  prayers  and  support  enable  The  Methodist  Home  to  help  these  children  and 
parents. 

National  Crisis  Grows 

Child  abuse  and  bizzare  behavior  by  children  continues  to  grow  in  the  conscious¬ 
ness  of  the  public.  Major  studies  and  books  are  being  published  on  the  “high  risk” 
child  Major  radio  programs  like  Larry  King  Live  have  discussed  the  problem.  TV 
programs  such  as  the  Oprah  Winfrey  Show  and  Sonja  Live  in  Los  Angeles  have  guest 
panels  and  parents  revealing  the  traumatic  and  tragic  problems  they  have  faced. 

Slowly  but  surely  child  abuse  issues  are  growing  in  the  public  mind.  If  this  aware¬ 
ness  continues  child  abuse  will  become  one  of  the  great  social  issues  much  as  drugs 
are  today. 

The  Methodist  Home  is  growing  to  meet  that  need.  We  are  located  in  the  heart  of 
our  state’s  social  problems.  We  are  keeping  up  with  the  newest  trends  and  needs  of 
“children  in  need."  With  your  continued  help  we  will  meet  the  high  risk  child’s  needs  in 


Members  of  the  Eastern  Star  presented  a  couch  full  of  toys  and  gifts  to  Dr.  Rich¬ 
ard  Hodges,  Executive  Director.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  Terrie  C.  Castay, 
Pauline  D.  Rushing,  Worthy  Grand  Matron  State  of  Louisiana  and  Waunita  H.  Vlcek. 


Olivia  Barrow,  Child  Development 
Worker,  retired  on  September  30,  1988 
after  15  years  of  service  to  the  children 
of  The  Methodist  Home  of  New  Orleans. 
Mrs.  Barrow  began  her  work  at  The 
Home  July  23,  1973.  Upon  her  retire¬ 
ment  she  received  gifts  including  an  en¬ 
graved  silver  tray,  money,  plants,  etc. 


the  coming  years. 

Methodist  Home  Staff 

nsohard  HoHopc  Ph  n  . Executive  Director 

. Dir.  Therapeutic  Services 

. Coordinator  Home  Life 

. Coordinator  Social  Work 

. Short  Term  Treatment  Casemgr 

. Chaplain/Dir.  Comm.  Relations 

. Comptroller 

Mike  Tabb . 

Dan  Bouyson . 

Russ  Minton . . . 

Eva  Watkins . 

. Dir.  Support  Services 

. RFC  Family  Therapist 

. RFC  Casemanager 

. Secretary/Receptionist 

. Physician 

Ralph  Chester,  M.D . 

John  Monguillot,  Ph  D . 

Deborah  Hildreth,  R.N . 

. Child  Psychiatrist 

. Child  Psychologist 

. Nurse 

Sally  Schuler,  left,  and  her  Mother  present  a  “walker"  to  the  Nursery.  Sally  volun¬ 
teers  her  services  in  this  vital  ministry. 
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Christmas  Joy 


Phillips  Brooks  is  one  of  my  favorite  preachers.  He  is  the  author  of  “O 
Little  Town  of  Bethlehem"  (written  120  years  ago  this  Christmas  —  1868)  and 
was  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston,  for  22  years.  He  was  elected  Bishop  of 
the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  Boston  in  1891.  He  wrote  the  famous  carol  for  the 
children  of  the  church  he  pastored,  and  was  known  not  only  for  his  love  for 
children  but  also  for  his  work  with  the  poor  and  oppressed. 

Brooks  preached  a  sermon  simply  called  “Christmas  Day."  In  this  sermon 
he  reminds  us  that  Christmas  is  a  day  of  joy  and  charity.  He  suggests  that  joy 
is  the  only  valid  response  to  the  good  news  of  the  Savior’s  birth  and  charity 
(love)  is  the  only  valid  response  to  the  joy  we  experience. 

Joy  to  the  world.  The  Lord  is  Come! 

,  rv  /i  f\  U  /  M 
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UMC  Council  on  Evangelism  Set  for  Jan.  3-5 


License  to  Preach  School  to  Begin  in  January 


License  to  Preach  Schools  are  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  in  January  of  1989. 

The  North  School  will  be  held  at  Trin¬ 
ity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 
with  the  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  Coordina¬ 
tor.  The  South  School  will  be  held  at  Wes¬ 
ley  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  with  the  Rev.  Freddie  C.  Hender¬ 
son,  Coordinator.  The  Schools  will  begin 
on  January  7  and  continue  for  10  consec¬ 
utive  Saturdays  through  March  11. 
Eighty  contact  hours  are  necessary  for 
completion  of  the  basic  minimum  com¬ 
petencies  for  the  License  to  Preach 
Course. 

Persons  desirous  of  attending  the 
Schools  must  have  completed  the  candi¬ 


dacy  requirements  prior  to  enrolling  in 
a  License  School. 

The  course  outline  includes  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

Scope  and  Purpose 
Call  to  Ministry 
Methodist  History  &  Doctrine 
Bible  Survey 

Public  Worship,  Preaching 
Pastoral  Care 
Church  Administration 
Christian  Education 
Registration  forms  are  available  from 
each  of  the  District  Superintendents  or 
the  respective  coordinators.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information  contact  Rev.  Freddie 
C.  Henderson  at  (504)  343-8421. 


-Around  the  Conference- 

* 


January  3  through  5,  1989  The  United 
Methodist  Church  will  hold  its  Council  on 
Evangelism  at  the  Hyatt  Regency  in  At¬ 
lanta,  Georgia. 

The  theme  for  the  upcoming  event  is 
“Celebrate  —  Witness  to  God’s  Grace.” 
Eight  learning  experience  seminars  will 
be  featured  at  the  January  event,  along 
with  well  known  Council  speakers  from 
across  the  United  States. 

Persons  interested  in  attending  the 
event  are  asked  to  register  as  soon  as 
possible.  Deadline  for  acknowledging 
mailed  registrations  is  Tuesday,  Decem¬ 
ber  20, 1988.  Registrations  received  after 
that  date  cannot  be  acknowledged  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  Council,  January  3, 
1989.  Those  wishing  to  attend  but  cannot 
register  prior  to  December  20,  registra¬ 
tion  will  be  available  at  the  Hyatt  Re¬ 
gency  Ravinia,  Tuesday,  January  3, 
beginning  at  11:00  a.m.  Refunds  will  be 
available  if  request  is  received  (in  writ¬ 
ing)  by  the  Registrar  by  December  31, 
1988.  Refunds,  however,  will  not  be  is¬ 
sued  until  after  January  15, 1989. 

Learning  Experience  #1 

Rekindling  the  Flame  led  by  Robert  L. 
Wilson,  co-author  with  Will  Willimon. 
This  workshop  will  provide  strategies  for 
a  vital  United  Methodism  and  will  ex¬ 
plore  more  avenues  for  renewal. 

Learning  Experience  #2 

Evangelism  through  World  Mission 
led  by  H.  T.  Maclin  and  S.  Michael 
Hahm.  This  experience  will  focus  on 
evangelism  in  the  work  of  World  Mis¬ 
sion.  We  will  learn  ways  to  serve  and 
save  in  World  Mission. 

Learning  Experience  #3 

The  Church  as  the  Family  of  God  Ira 
Gallaway  wj}J  l^u|  Jhis  experience  and 


HISTORICAL  LANDMARK  —  The  Calcasieu  Preservation  Society  recently  des¬ 
ignated  Warren  UMC  in  Lake  Charles  as  a  Historical  Landmark.  This  designation 
was  planned  to  coincide  with  the  church’s  100th  Anniversary  Celebration.  Mrs. 
Monty  Hurley  of  the  Society  presents  the  commemorative  plaque  to  Rev.  William  L. 
Jones,  Pastor.  Looking  on  (counter-clockwise)  are:  Irvin  Abraham,  Mrs.  Jones,  Mrs. 
Percival  Kane,  and  Mrs.  Earl  Diaz.  Not  shown  is  Monty  Hurley. 


Notice  to  pastors  and  local  church  treasurers 

The  last  day  for  mailing  1988  Remittances  on  apportionments  and  other 
offerings  is  Tuesday,  January  3,  1989. 

Make  all  checks  payable  to  “LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE”  and 
mail  to: 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Office  of  Financial  Affairs 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5720 


will  center  on  equipping  and  empower¬ 
ing  the  Church  as  the  people  of  God  for 
nurturing,  missions,  and  ministry. 

Learning  Experience  #4 
Holy  Spirit  Evangelism  led  by  Robert 
Tuttle,  Jr.  This  experience  will  examine 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  it  relates 
to  the  evangelistic  life  of  persons  and 
churches.  Always  an  exciting  speaker, 
Bob  will  bring  new  thoughts  and  new 
ideas  to  help  Methodism  reach  out. 

Learning  Experience  #5 
More  than  Bread  led  by  Harold  Bales 
'and  Betty  Tyson.  This  experience  will 
give  direct  assistance  in  doing  evangelistic 
outreach  to  churches  who  desire  to  serve 
the  poor  and  oppressed.  If  the  church 
does  not  reach  out  in  every  way  they  can 
to  persons  who  are  among  those  Christ 
served  most,  we  will  be  missing  the 
mark  as  Christians.  These  two  persons 
have  developed  ways  to  serve  that  are 
not  only  unique;  they  are  reproducible. 

Learning  Experience  #6 
GROWTH  PLUS  led  by  Joe  Harding, 
the  developer  and  author  of  this  out¬ 
standing  program.  He  will  lead  you  into 
ways  of  developing  local  church  leader¬ 
ship,  recognizing  needed  ministries  in 
your  church  and  community,  and  produc¬ 
ing  a  corp  of  volunteers  to  meet  those 
needs.  Help  your  church  to  Growth  Plus. 

Learning  Experience  #7 
How  To  Be  An  Effective  Approved 
Evangelist  led  by  Cecil  Williamson.  This 
experience  will  deal  with  the  needs,  op¬ 
portunities,  and  rewards  of  being  an  ap¬ 
proved  evangelist  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  Cecil  brings  experi¬ 
ence,  know-how,  and  commitment  to  this 
task.  Offered  on  Wednesday  only. 


Learning  Experience  #8 

Planning  for  District  and  Conference  Leadership  coordinated  by  Jim  Cowell 
Staff  member  of  the  Section  on  Evangelism,  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  This 
"learning  experience"  is  for  district  superintendents  and  all  those  who  carry  district 
and  conference  responsibilities  in  evangelism,  and  want  to  explore  ways  to  meet 
their  evangelistic  task.  Resources  will  be  discussed.  Offered  on  Thursday  only. 

All  the  "Learning  Experiences”  are  primarily  2  Vi  hours  long  and  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  #7  and  #8,  the  workshops  presented  on  Wednesday  will  be  repeated  on  Thurs¬ 
day.  This  means  you  should  select  one  group  forJVednesday  and  a  different  group  on 
Thursday. 


r 


REGISTRATION  FORM 


Name(s) 

COUNCIL  ON  EVANGELISM 
January  3-5,  1989  Address 

Atlanta,  Georgia 
Please  complete  this  form 
and  mail  with  your  fees  to 
COUNCIL  ON  EVANGELISM, 

P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville,  TN 
37202-0840 
Registration  fee  — 
including  $60.00 

Thursday  night  banquet 
Optional  breakfasts  (2)  and 
lunches  (2)  —  Wed.  & 

Thurs.  $30.00 

CEU  credit  —  per  person  $  2.00 

Make  check  payable  to: 

COUNCIL  ON  EVANGELISM 


City  _  State  _ 

Phone  Number  (AC) 


Zip  - 


PAYMENT  SUMMARY: 

Total  Registration  Fee(s) 

CEU  Credit  —  $2.00  per 
person 

Optional  Meals  @  $30.00 
per  person 

Total  amount 
enclosed 


$  - 


LEARNING  EXPERIENCE  PREFERENCES 
Wednesday,  January  4  —  First  Choice  -  Second  Choice 


Thursday.  January  5  —  First  Choice 


Second  Choice 


Winter  Retreat  Announced 


Do  members  of  your  choir  always  get 
along  or  do  you  experience  dis-harmony? 
What  comfortable  position  do  you  play 
on  the  work  team?  Why  doesn’t  everyone 
do  things  the  way  you  do  them?  How  can 
you  relate  better  to  your  pastor/choir  di¬ 
rector/worship  chairperson?  What  type 
personality  would  make  an  affective 
leader  of  the  Administrative  Board  or 
the  United  Methodist  Women? 

The  Louisiana  Chapter  of  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  of  United  Methodist  in  Worship  Mu¬ 
sic  and  the  other  Arts  will  hold  a  winter 
retreat  February  3  and  4,  1989  at  Tall 
Timbers  Baptist  Conference  Center.  This 
retreat  will  help  you  discover  your 
strengths  and  weaknesses  in  working 
with  others  and  set  goals  of  new  behav¬ 
ior  so  that  life  is  more  satisfying  and  re¬ 
warding  to  you. 

Leader  for  the  event  will  be  Dewey  T. 
Myles,  Jr.,  Crisis  Counselor  for  the  3rd 
Judicial  Court,  State  of  Louisiana.  Myles 


has  been  a  minister  for  over  20  years  and 
has  worked  both  as  pastor  and  staff  per¬ 
son  in  the  local  church. 

The  main  topics  for  the  retreat  and 
group  activities  will  be:  Accepting  others 
in  the  work  position;  Team  Spirit;  How  to 
Improve  working  relationships;  and 
Knowing  Yourself.  All  participants  will 
take  the  Personality  Profile  test  in  the 
first  session  to  provide  information  for 
the  activities. 

Musicians,  artists,  pastors,  dancers, 
secretaries,  work-area  chairpersons,  and 
group  leaders  are  invited  to  attend  this 
event.  Make  reservations  for  this  event 
by  January  13  (see  registration  form). 

Tall  Timbers  is  located  13  miles  south 
of  Alexandria  on  Highway  165.  For  more 
information,  please  contact  Micky  Cloud, 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church,  1000 
Woodward  Avenue,  Ruston,  LA  71270,  or 
call  (318)  255-7911. 


NEW  SIGN  —  A  special  service  of  dedication  was  recently  held  at  Friendship 
UMC  in  Walker  in  honor  of  the  church’s  new  sign.  The  beautiful  illuminated  sign 
was  made  possible  by  special  fund  raising  projects  and  special  contributions  of  the 
congregation.  Shown  standing  under  the  new  addition  are:  1.  to  r.,  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  Superintendent  Dr.  Don  Hall  and  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Wilson,  Pastor 
of  Friendship  UMC. 


Winter  retreat  for  the  Louisiana  Fellowship 

Feb.  3rd  and  4th 

ROOM  RESERVATION  Mail  to:  Tall  Timbers  Baptist  Conf.  Center,  Box  311 
Alexandria,  La.  71301 
Phone:  (318)  445-6797  or  1-800-622-6549 


NAME 


PHONE 


CHURCH 

ADDRESS 


PHONE 


-Number  per  room 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED  . 


Please  Register  by  Jan.  13. 


Winter  retreat  for  the  Louisiana  Fellowship 

Feb.  3rd  and  4th 

WORKSHOP  RESERVATION  Mail  to:  Mrs.  Linda  Kersey, 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist 
10230  Molly  Lea  Drive, 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  70815 


NAME 


PHONE 


CHURCH 


-PHONE 


ADDRESS 


MEMBER  OF  FELLOWSHIP  _  YES  _  NO 

Registration  fee  $15.00  for  members,  $25.00  for  non-members. 

Fee  includes  $10.00  for  Personality  Profile  Test.  Registrations  must  be  re¬ 
ceived  before  JAN.  13  so  that  we  have  enough  time  to  order  tests. 


Persons  —  Churches  —  Events  — j 

'Spirit'  and  fellowship  among  the  groups 
were  fantastic.  Rev.  Larry  Stafford  is 
pastor  at  Blackwater. 

Cub  Scout  Pack  #103  is  going  strong  in 
Start,  Louisiana.  The  troop  meets  on 
Tuesday  evenings  from  6:15  to  7:15  p.m. 
These  boys  meet  at  Crew  Lake  UMC  in 
Start.  There  are  several  dens,  and  there 
is  a  place  for  all  boys  first  through  fifth 
grade.  Some  of  the  activities  include 
cub/dad  camp-outs,  popcorn  sales,  NLU 
football  games,  a  Christmas  party,  and 
many  other  adventures.  Rev.  Howard  L. 
Hudson,  Pastor  of  Crew  UMC  sponsors 
Pack  #103. 

Word  has  been  received  that  ABC-TV 
will  telecast  an  11:30  p.m.  (EST)  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve  service  from  Boston  Avenue 
UMC  in  Tulsa,  Oklahoma.  The  Christmas 
Eve  service  from  the  church  will  include 
a  live  nativity  tableau  accompanied  by 
music  and  favorite  Scripture  passages. 
“Do  We  Get  to  Light  a  Candle?”  is  the 
message  to  be  delivered  by  Rev,  Mouzon 
Biggs,  pastor  of  Boston  Avenue  UMC  for 
the  past  nine  years.  Check  your  local  sta¬ 
tions  for  listings  and  details  of  this  tele¬ 
cast. 

On  December  21  the  children  of  Faith 
UMC  in  West  Monroe  are  invited  to  at¬ 
tend  a  Birthday  Party  for  Jesus  at  5:00 
p.m.  The  children,  ages  three  to  10,  will 
enjoy  a  delicious  birthday  cake  and  are 
asked  to  bring  a  toy  that  can  be  given  to 
the  Salvation  Army.  Rev.  M.  Jack  O’Dell 
is  pastor. 

The  administrative  council  of  Grace 
UMC  in  Ruston  voted  unanimously  to 
sponsor  an  Evangelistic  crusade  early 
next  year.  Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller  is  pastor. 


he~Revn5rT  Robert  R.  Harrington 
will  be  the  guest  preacher  at  Wesley 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge,  on  the  occasion  of 
the  Founder's  Day  Celebration  which 
will  be  held  December  18  at  11:00  a.m. 
Dr.  Harrington  is  a  retired  member  of 
the  Conference  and  is  serving  the 
Thomas-Hanville  Charge.  The  theme  for 
this  celebration  is  “Celebrating  God’s 
Grace  —  Witnessing  for  Jesus  Christ.” 
Rev.  Freddie  C.  Henderson  is  pastor  at 
Wesley. 

•  *  * 

First  UMC  of  Mansfield  reports  that 
Mr.  Floyd  Knott  was  honored  on  Veter¬ 
ans  Day  as  the  oldest  veteran  living  at 
Heritage  Manor  Nursing  Home.  Mr. 
Knott  was  presented  a  certificate  by  the 
Pilot  Club  of  Mansfield.  Rev.  A.  Wayne 
Evans  is  pastor  of  First. 

•  •  * 

During  the  week  of  January  3-6,  1989, 
the  Wesley  Campus  Ministry  will  hold 
its  Regional  Student  Conference  in  New 
Orleans.  The  group  will  also  hold  a  “mini 
Mardi  Gras  Ball”  at  the  Sheraton  on  the 
night  of  January  4.  Some  of  the  students 
participating  in  the  event  have  never 
been  to  New  Orleans.  The  group  asks 
that  area  churches  save  Mardi  Gras 
beads,  cups,  trinkets,  etc.  for  the  ball.  A 
prize  will  be  awarded  to  the  church  who 
supplies  the  most.  Donations  can  be 
brought  to  the  kitchen  of  Rayne  Memori¬ 
al  UMC.  Rev.  A.  Richard  Poss  is  pastor 
at  Rayne. 

*  *  • 

Blackwater  UMC  in  Baker  sends  out  a 
special  thanks  to  Paula  Watts  and 
Jennifer  Thrasher  for  helping  chaperone 
the  recent  lock-in.  A  total  of  49  persons 
attended  the  event.  Those  who  partici¬ 
pated  came  from  Live  Oak,  First  Meth¬ 
odist,  Denham  Springs,  and  Blackwater. 
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materialism’  with  sin . Page  2 
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Music  teacher  hopes  to  make 
world-understanding  video . Page  4 


FOOD  BOOTH  —  Each  year  in  October,  Barksdale  UMC  of  Bossier  City  operates 
a  food  booth  at  the  Louisiana  State  Fair  in  Shreveport.  For  the  past  14  years,  the 
people  of  Barksdale  have  served  good  food,  made  lasting  friendships,  shared  faith, 
and  had  a  good  time  at  the  same  location  under  the  old  grandstand.  Funds  earned 
from  all  of  the  fun,  fellowship,  and  hard  work  are  used  to  maintain  church  facilities, 
support  programs,  and  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 


PAGE  2 


THE  UNITED  METHODIST  REPORTER 


Getting  holiday  priorities  in  order 


Is  a  campaign  to  de-emphasize  Christ¬ 
mas  spending  appropriate?  Is  there  any 
chance  such  an  effort  can  be  effective? 

A  group  called  “Alternatives”  has  been 
coordinating  such  a  campaign  since  1973. 

A  non-profit  organization  based  in  Ellen- 
wood,  Ga.,  “Alternatives”  seeks  to  protest 
the  trend,  even  among  many  Christians, 
toward  turning  Christmas  into  little  more 
than  a  seasonal  buying  binge. 

The  group’s  director,  Milo  Thomberry, 
was  quoted  recently  as  saying  that  the  goal 
of  "Alternatives"  is  neither  to  eliminate 
gift  giving  nor  to  make  people  feel  guilty. 
Neither  should  it  be  seen  as  “anti-business.” 

Rather,  Mr.  Thomberry  says,  the  cam¬ 
paign  is  intended  to  help  people  “restore 
perspective  to  a  season  that  often  degener¬ 
ates  into  a  religion-sanctioned  orgy  of  self- 
indulgence.”  Ways  of  doing  that  include 
less  expensive  giving  that  reflects  values 
more  consistent  with  our  Christian  faith. 

That’s  a  laudable  goal  and  on  target  as 
far  as  it  goes.  The  campaign’s  premise  is 
particularly  valid  on  two  counts. 

First,  the  Christmas-time  “orgy  of 
self-indulgence”  is  a  joyless  business  for 
countless  people,  including  many  Chris¬ 
tians.  For  such  people,  the  “orgy”  results 
from  a  media-hyped  sense  of  duty  to 
spend  money  rather  than  from  a  joyful 
desire  to  celebrate  Christ’s  birth. 

Second,  Christmas  spending  marks  a  de¬ 
pressing  descent  into  post-Christmas  in¬ 
debtedness  for  far  too  many  people.  The 
burden  of  mounting  debt  resulting  from  ex¬ 
cessive  use  of  credit  far  outlasts  and  over¬ 
whelms  whatever  temporary  “holiday 
cheer"  such  spending  supposedly  promotes. 

If  anything,  the  “Alternatives”  cam¬ 
paign,  with  its  seasonal  emphasis,  doesn’t 
go  far  enough  in  addressing  the  underlying 
dynamics  of  those  two  realities.  Both  are 
related  to  a  pervasive  emphasis  in  our  so¬ 
ciety  on  accumulating  material  “things.” 
That  emphasis  poses  a  profound  spiritual 
challenge  to  anyone  striving  to  live  an  au¬ 
thentically  Christian  life. 

This  much  is  clear:  If,  during  the  11 
months  preceding  Christmas,  we  have 
not  grappled  with  how  to  serve  God  in¬ 
stead  of  material  wealth,  it’s  unlikely 
we  will  change  our  deeply  ingrained 
“getting  and  spending”  habits  during  the 
12th  month. 

Our  Lord  pointedly  reminds  us  of 
Mammon’s  powerful  appeal  and  of  the 
need  to  make  a  fundamental  choice 
about  making  God  or  "things”  the  prima¬ 
ry  object  of  our  loyalty  (Matthew  6:24). 

Some  good  advice 

When  the  oldest  known  United  Method¬ 
ist  died  last  month,  she  left  one  legacy 
that  all  of  us  could  well  claim. 

Emma  Thomas,  a  member  of  St.  John's 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Patapsco 
Park,  Md.,  was  117  years  old  when  she 
died  Nov.  4  (see  UMR,  Nov.  25).  “Methodist 
born  and  Methodist  bred,”  as  she  oft?n‘ 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“And  Mary  said,  ‘My  soul  magni¬ 
fies  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  rejoices 
in  God,  my  Savior.’  ” 

Book  Chapter  Verse 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Titus  1:15) 
Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  18 
Monday:  Psalm  80:1-7 
Tuesday:  Micah  4:1-4 
Wednesday:  Micah  5:2-5a 
Thursday:  Hebrews  10:1-4 
Friday:  Hebrews  10:5-10 
Saturday:  Luke  1:26-38 
Sunday:  Luke  1:39-55 


Whose  Birthday  Is  It,  Anyway! 


The  1988  poster  for  “Alternatives” 
asks  whose  birthday  Christmas  is.  That 
question  doesn’t  go  far  enough. 

Given  the  many  beguiling  faces  of 
Mammon  in  the  modern  world,  that  is  an 
exceedingly  difficult  choice  to  make.  It 
often  is  difficult  even  to  know  that  we  are 
making  such  a  choice.  Mammon’s  faces 
include  slick  TV  ads  that  sell  children’s 
toys  in  the  guise  of  innocent  cartoons. 
They  also  include  equally  seductive  ap¬ 
peals  to  adults  to  buy  products  that  prom¬ 
ise  glamour  and  fulfillment. 

The  way  proposed  by  “Alternatives” 
to  “get  perspective”  on  such  matters 
during  the  Christmas  season— reduce 
spending,  help  people  in  need,  study  the 
Bible,  etc.— has  limited  validity  if  adopt¬ 
ed  merely  as  a  once-a-year  effort  to 
combat  a  seasonal  binge. 

Rather,  such  practices  should  be  adopt¬ 
ed  as  part  of  an  ongoing  way  of  life  that 
makes  our  relationship  to  God  the  con¬ 
trolling  factor  in  all  that  we  are  and  do. 

When  that  relationship  is  in  order,  then 
"things"  and  our  use  of  them  take  their 
rightful  place  in  our  lives  as  means  for 
serving  and  glorifying  God. 

Advent,  a  time  when  we  are  called  to 
"prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord,”  is  a  fit¬ 
ting  season  to  examine  whether  our  giv¬ 
ing  and  spending  habits  are  serving  God 
or  Mammon. 

we  can  all  live  by 

said,  her  worldly  possessions  were  modest. 

However,  according  to  a  recent  article 
in  the  “Baltimore  Sun,”  some  advice  that 
she  regularly  gave  to  her  family  and 
friends,  and  heeded  herself,  suggests  that 
she  was  spiritually  wealthy. 

“No  matter  what  you  do  in  life,"  she 
said  in  every  conversation,  according- to- 
a  great-granddaughter,  “keep  your  hands 
in  God’s  hand.” 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  words  outside 
Scripture  that  more  simply  or  clearly 
define  a  Christian  approach  to  life. 

Our  faith  as  Christians  means  little  if 
it  doesn’t  entail  an  active  partnership 
with  God  in  all  we  are  and  do.  Jesus 
didn’t  say;  "Follow  me  when  it’s  conve¬ 
nient  or  when  you’re  in  the  mood  or 
when  you  have  time.” 

Instead,  he  said,  simply,  “Follow  me.” 
No  qualifiers. 

One  doesn’t  attain  117  years  of  age— 
or  any  age,  for  that  matter— and  exhibit 
Emma  Thomas’  clear-headed,  whole¬ 
hearted  faith  by  being  a  part-time  Chris¬ 
tian  or  by  invoking  Christian  principles 
only  when  it  suits  us. 

Rather,  the  formula  for  spiritual  matu¬ 
rity  that  yields  life’s  most  satisfying 
meaning  and  purpose  consists  of  one 
thing:  a  consistent,  minute-by-minute  sur¬ 
render  of  mind,  body  and  spirit  to  God. 

Or,  as  Emma  Thomas  so  eloquently 
put  it:  "Keep  your  hands  in  God’s  hands.” 


DECEMBER  16,  1988 


Border  crossing 


By  CHARLES  R.  SIMMONS 

Had  he  crossed  the  border 
Or  did  he  belong 

When  he  was  born  in  Bethlehem? 

Some  say  that  God  crossed  a  border  that  night, 
Under  cover  of  darkness, 

Entered  without  papers 
From  another  kingdom. 

Curious  questions 
And  deep  suspicion 
Trouble  the  authorities, 

Then  and  now: 

What  cloaked  coming  is  this? 

Immigrant  encroachment  or  the  first  patrol 
Before  an  imminent  invasion? 

No  border  is  safe  now. 

At  every  crossing  point 
Between  peoples  — 

At  the  guard  stations 

Between  occupying  powers  and  the  oppressed  — 
Even  between  life  and  death, 

There  is  always  the  threat  of  another  crossing. 

Uneasy  Herod  knows  that  barricades  in  Bethlehem 
Have  been  breached. 

The  West  Bank  territories 
Are  now  no  longer  to  be  held 
By  the  power  of  death. 


The  old  ways  and  the  old  walls, 

Ancient  boundaries  and  the  latest  weapons, 
Designed  for  defensive  purposes, 

Are  no  longer  safe 

Since  that  coming  —  that  crossing. 

The  Spirit  can  no  longer  be  contained. 

That  birth  and  the  narrow  escape  into  Egypt, 
That  coming  in  frail  wet  flesh 
Sucking  in  the  first  breath, 

Then  the  first  milk, 

Crying  the  same  cry  of  every  one  of  us  — 

In  that  entrance 

With  enemy  forces  patrolling  the  highways, 
Overseeing  the  head  count  — 

In  that  life 

Birth  became  more  than  birth. 

That  intrusion  of  light 

Became  the  beginning  of  the  end  — 

End  of  the  dominion  of  darkness. 

Doomed  now  is  death’s  selfish  hold 
Upon  the  neck  of  humanity. 

In  silence  or  in  sorrow 
On  edge  or  in  whispered  wonder 
We  wait  in  the  certain  knowledge 
That  God  is  among  us. 

Such  love,  such  life,  such  hope 
May  cross  a  new  boundary 
This  day, 

This  night. 


The  Rev.  Charles  R.  Simmons  is  senior  pastor  of  the  Hemet  (Calif.)  United  Methodist  Church  (California-Pacific  Annual  Conference) 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Fire  codes  may  limit  candlelight  services 


To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  interest  the  story  about  the 
Christmas  Eve  service  to  be  telecast 
from  Tulsa,  Okla.  (see  UMR,  Dec.  2). 

I  agree  with  the  Rev.  Mouzon  Biggs 
that  folks  do  like  to  light  candles.  I  used 
to  enjoy  leading  such  services.  During  an 
exchange  year  in  New  Zealand,  I  intro¬ 
duced  this  form  of  ritual  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  in  which  I  served. 

But  then  someone  brought  to  my  at¬ 
tention  the  1979  edition  of  the  Uniform 
Fire  Code,  which,  I  understand,  many 
municipalities  adopted,  giving  it  the 
force  of  law  in  their  jurisdictions. 

Section  25.117  contained  this  sentence: 
“Candles  held  in  persons’  hands  are  espe¬ 
cially  dangerous  and  shall  not  be  permit¬ 
ted.”  Let’s  count  that  the  bad  news.  But 
hang  on! 

I’ve  just  gone  to  our  local  fire  depart¬ 
ment  and  read  the  1985  edition  of  the  fire 
code,  the  “law”  in  our  town  today.  The 
1985  code  starts  out  on  a  discouraging 
note:  “Candles  and  other  open  flame  de¬ 
vices  shall  not  be  used  in  places  of  public 
assemblage —  ”(25.115). 

However,  down  at  subsection  2.K.  it 
gets  better:  “When,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
chief,  adequate  safeguards  have  been 
taken, ,  fcand-held  flamerlighted  candles 
may  be  permitted.  Hand-held  candles 
shall  not  be  passed  from  one  person  to 
another  while  lighted.” 

So,  in  case  you’re  interested,  that’s 
how  it  is  in  some  places. 

William  C.  Sanford 
Atwater,  California 

I’m  grateful  for  debate 

To  the  Editor: 

A  recent  letter  from  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  member  criticized  the  General  Board 
of  Church  and  Society  for  the  stand  some 
of  its  members  took  on  the  grape  boycott 
(see  UMR,  Nov.  25). 

I  am  profoundly  grateful  that  I  am  part 
of  a  church  whose  members  can  express 
themselves  freely  in  areas  of  controversy, 
be  they  members  of  a  denominational 
board  or  of  a  local  church. 

From  its  beginnings,  Methodism  has 
sought  to  build  bridges  of  love  and  under¬ 
standing  between  groups  and  individuals 
of  diverse  backgrounds,  needs  and  con¬ 
cerns  rather  than  walls  of  fear,  hostility 
and  ignorance. 

I  believe  that  a  broken,  fear-ridden 
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world  can  be  healed  only  as  the  inclusive 
love  of  Christ  becomes  incarnate,  first 
within  the  church  and  its  membership 
and  then,  through  it,  in  ever  widening 
circles,  among  all  people. 

I  pray  that  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  we  within  the  Christian  community 
will  again  become  the  kind  of  example  to 
the  surrounding  society  that  those  first 
disciples  must  have  been  to  cause  their 
contemporaries  to  remark,  “Behold  how 
these  Christians  love  each  other!”  _  -  . 

Carl  H.  Schwarzenberg 
Etna,  California 

Jesus  was  a  liberal 

To  the  Editor: 

If  I  read  the  Bible  correctly,  Jesus  fed 
the  hungry,  healed  the  sick,  suggested  we 
clothe  the  naked  and  visit  those  in  jail. 

He  was  concerned  for  those  in  poverty. 
He  even  tried  to  drive  the  money  chang¬ 
ers  out  of  the  Temple  yard. 

It  seems  Jesus  was  one  of  those  “liber¬ 
als"  of  whom  some  Christians  are  criti¬ 
cal.  It’s  possible  some  laypeople  haven’t 
made  Jesus’  teachings  part  of  the  social 
principles  that  should  guide  our  thinking. 

But  why  do  some  of  the  leadership  of 
our  church  act  like  the  Sadducees  of  old, 
following  a  way  that  is  currently  called 
“conservative”?  By  definition  a  “liberal” 
would  follow  our  Savior’s  example. 

United  Methodists  should  be  glad  to  be 
the  loving,  caring  people  of  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament  tradition,  i.e.  “liberals,”  and  not 
be  afraid  of  it. 

Morrison  Rudner 
Sun  City,  Arizona 


We  still  have  good  teachers 

To  the  Editor: 

I  enjoyed  the  article,  “Christian  Edu¬ 
cation:  Failing  the  Future?”  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  11).  But  is  it  really  failing? 

I’m  18  years  old.  Isn’t  my  generation 
the  future? 

I  have  already  been  exposed  to  many 
of  the  issues  that  Dr.  Robert  Theobald 
presented— by  my  youth  adviser,  Chris¬ 
tian  friends  or  other  acquaintances. 

We  have  discussed  them  ^o-come  up 
with  the  same  conclusion:  that  we  can 
change  the  world  if  we  each  do  our  own 
part  in  the  little  world  around  us. 

Somewhere  we  must  still  have  good 
Christian  educators  because  very  often  I 
come  across  kids  my  age  who  have  high 
Christian  standards.  If  it  would  make  a 
difference,  they  would  stand  firm  and  do 
something  to  support  their  convictions. 

Dr.  Theobald  said,  “People  who  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Gospel  is  the  important 
thing.”  I  agree,  and  I  think  that  is  what 
will  make  the  difference  in  the  long  run. 
Lydia  Raughley 
McKeesport,  Pennsylvania 

UMs  need  to  repent 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  4  Reporter  editorial  about 
the  Africa  University,  "Africa  university 
scholars  will  enrich  our  thoughts,  faith,” 
again  misses  the  mark. 

Like  all  the  voices  we’ve  heard  both 
before  and  since  the  St.  Louis  gathering, 
this  editorial  fails  to  state  a  relevant 
Christian  basis  for  the  support  of  this 
university  by  the  United  Methodist 


Church  in  America. 

The  need  for  the  school  is  self-evident, 
but  that  need  has  been  present  for  many 
years.  For  the  UMC  in  America,  I  feel 
the  relevant  basis  is  repentance. 

Our  repentance  would  be  first  on  be¬ 
half  of  all  European  colonial  govern¬ 
ments  that  plundered  Africa,  and  it 
might  call  for  their  support,  too. 

Second,  our  repentance  would  be  on 
behalf  of  our  own  government  and 
banks,  which  continue  to  take  more  mon¬ 
ey  out  of  Africa  than  they  spend  to  mend 
these  debtor  nations. 

Third,  we  could  repent  on  behalf  of  all 
the  Western-modeled  schools  that  have 
been  established  in  the  Third  World.  That 
would  require  an  African  woman  on  the 
19-member  board  who  knows  the  situa¬ 
tion  and  is  committed  to  the  redress  of 
the  lack  of  women’s  development  pro¬ 
grams.  It  could  be  the  start  of  a  non- 
Western  education  model. 

Finally,  the  repentance  could  be  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  Western  clergy-training  model 
used  now  in  Africa.  That  would  require 
that  all  African  members  of  the  clergy  be 
self-supporting,  a  possible  way  to  avoid 
future  “Partner  Churches  in  Crisis.” 

Repentance  is  Christian  love  in  action. 
Without  it,  we  are  little  different  from  a 
Rockefeller  or  a  Ford  foundation  grant 
for  education. 

Douglas  W.  Rettig 
Braceville,  Illinois 

Address  letters  for  publication  to  “ Let¬ 
ters  to  the  Editor ,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas 
75266-0275. 
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By  PEDRO  PAREDES 

Christmas  tells  us  of  the  incarnation  of 
God  in  Jesus  Christ— God  coming  to  live 
in  the  material  world. 

All  around  us  society  affirms  that  ma¬ 
terialism  is  bad.  Our  young  people  are 
frequently  confused,  as  in  this  story: 

“Grandfather,  since  I  was  a  boy  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  materialism  is  bad,” 
said  a  teen-ager.  “In  school  and  on  the 
television  people  are  always  saying  that 
the  communists  are  bad  because  they 
are  materialists. 

“But  then  the  pastor  said  Sunday  in  his 
sermon  that  Jesus  is  God.  He  said  that 
God  is  spirit  but  that  in  Jesus,  God  was 
made  material  because  he  became  a  per¬ 
son  of  flesh  and  blood  like  we  are.  That 
way  he  was  material  and  spiritual  at  the 
same  time  and  inseparably— just  like  we 
are— except  he  was  without  sin.” 

"Perfect,  my  son,”  the  grandfather 
said.  "That  is  right." 

“Yes,”  said  the  grandson,  “but  now  I 
don’t  know  whether  materialism  is  bad 
or  good,  grandfather.” 

Three  types  of  materialism 

The  grandfather  replied: 

“Look,  my  son.  What  happens  is  that 
there  are  at  least  three  types  of  materi¬ 
alism.  Those  include  what  we  could  call 
‘Christian  materialism.’  It  would  be 
something  like  this: 

“God  made  the  material  world  and  said 
that  it  was  good.  And  all  the  material  re¬ 
sources  in  the  world  were  made  by  God 
so  that  all  humanity  could  enjoy  them. 

“But  at  the  same  time,  humanity  is  re¬ 
sponsible  before  God  to  use  them  well. 
Thus,  if  God  was  incarnated  in  Jesus 
Christ,  becoming  ’material,’  that  isn’t 


bad,  my  son.  It’s  good  because  it  is  the 
best  way  God  was  able  to  make  us  under¬ 
stand  His  will. 

"And  because  all  human  beings  are 
flesh  and  blood,  we 
need  materials.  And 
it  is  to  satisfy  these 
necessities  that  God 
put  at  our  disposal 
material  riches,  min¬ 
erals  as  well  as 
plants  and  animals. 

That  is  good  materi¬ 
alism.  It  is  derived  Pedro  Paredes 
from  the  same  law  of  God." 

“So,”  the  grandson  asked,  “why  do 
people  say  that  materialism  is  bad?” 

“All  right,"  the  grandfather  said,  “pay 
close  attention,  my  son,  because  here 
comes  the  other  part  of  the  Christian 
message."  Then  he  explained: 

“All  humanity  is  sinful.  So,  because  of 
this  spiritual  corruption,  human  beings, 
nations  and  corporations  are  penetrated 
by  tremendous  desires  to  seize  and  accu¬ 
mulate  material  wealth  and  with  these 
riches  to  acquire  power. 

“And  with  power  they  can  imprison 
and  oppress  to  get  more  Wealth  and 
more  power,  and  so  it  goes.  And  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law  of  the  jungle,  to  the  stron¬ 
gest— who  are  increasingly  few— things 
have  gone  very  well,  but  for  the  majority 
they  have  not  gone  well. 

"Also  because  of  that,  the  distribution 
of  the  riches  of  the  earth  has  been  un¬ 
equal  and  has  become  unjust.  That  is 
what  we  can  call  'sinful  materialism.' 

God’s  riches  confiscated 

“Because  of  sinful  materialism,  two- 
thirds  of  humanity  lack  the  means  to  satis¬ 


fy  their  most  elemental  material 
necessities.  That’s  because  the  riches  that 
God  made  for  all  have  been  confiscated  by 
one-third  of  humanity— those  who  are  the 
super  rich  and  powerful  families  and  na¬ 
tions  or  corporations  of  the  world. 

“And  this  desire  for  wealth,  my  son,  is 
bad  materialism  because  it  produces 
much  suffering  and  injustice.” 

His  grandson  replied,  “But  that  is  to  say 
the  capitalists  are  sinful  materialists  just 
as  much  as  the  communists,  grandfather.” 

“That  is  correct,  my  son,”  said  his 
grandfather.  “Not  only  here  in  school 
and  on  television  do  people  teach  us  to 
believe  that  the  bad  materialists  are  the 
communists,  but  in  Russia  the  commu¬ 
nists  teach  their  people  that  the  bad  ma¬ 
terialists  are  the  capitalists. 

“But  the  truth  is  that  between  them 
both,  they  consume  75  percent  of  the 
world’s  production  and  that  the  rest  of 
humanity,  concentrated  in  the  Third 
World,  has  to  conform  to  poverty.” 

“But,"  the  boy  replied,  “the  commu¬ 
nists  don’t  believe  in  God,  grandfather.” 

“Exactly,  my  son,”  the  grandfather 
said.  "And  do  you  know  why  they  don’t 
believe  in  God?  Precisely  because  they 
are  ‘materialists.’ 

“But  here  we  are  concerned  with  an¬ 
other  type  of  materialism,  the  kind  that 
is  called  the  scientific  theory  of  ‘historic 
materialism.’  Communism  is  based  on 
the  doctrine  of  Karl  Marx,  and  Marxism 
affirms  that  the  root  of  all  the  problems 
of  humanity  is  economic. 

“Likewise,  solving  economic  problems 
would  solve  all  the  problems  of  human¬ 
ity.  And  as  economics  deals  with  materi¬ 
al  resources,  we  are  talking  of  a 
materialistic  view  of  history  because 


communists  don’t  accept  any  divine  in¬ 
tervention.  According  to  them,  human¬ 
kind  can  take  care  of  it  all.” 

His  grandson  replied,  “But  haven’t  we 
just  seen  that  economic  problems  are  the 
principal  human  problems,  grandfather?” 

His  grandfather  answered: 

“Let’s  say  that  is  half  the  truth,  my 
son.  Because  as  I  have  told  you,  the  eco¬ 
nomic  illness  of  humanity  is  produced  by 
sin  through  selfishness,  by  spiritual  cor¬ 
ruption  of  the  human  being  that  doesn’t 
take  God  into  account. 

“And,  as  Christians,  we  think  that  all  the 
problems  of  humanity— both  economic 
and  moral— are  rooted  in  that  corruption. 

“And  that  is  the  other  half  of  the  truth. 
Because  if  economics  is  fixed  without 
fixing  human  corruption,  those  problems 
will  come  back. 

Triple  reconciliation  offered 

“By  contrast,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
offers  redemption  by  means  of  a  triple 
reconciliation:  reconciliation  of  human  be¬ 
ings  with  God,  with  neighbor  and  with  cre¬ 
ation.  And  if  that  were  accomplished  on  a 
global  level,  it  would  equal  the  coming  of 
the  reign  of  God  on  this  earth.” 

"Ah!"  the  grandson  exclaimed.  “Then 
that  is  why  the  pastor  says  that  Christ  is 
the  hope  of  the  world.” 

“Yes,  my  son,”  the  grandfather  said. 
“Because  the  birth  of  Jesus  that  we  cele¬ 
brate  on  Christmas  is  a  divine  interven¬ 
tion  in  history,  it  is  the  birth  of  the  hope 
of  the  world.” 

He  added:  “To  have  faith  in  Jesus  is  to 
believe  that  the  world,  in  spite  of  being 
like  it  is,  still  has  a  solution.  And  this  so¬ 
lution  is  Jesus  Christ. 

“God  has  provided  humanity  with  all 


the  tools  necessary  for  peace.  Almost 
nothing  is  lacking— only  one  thing:  ‘Good 
will.”  Without  good  will,  there  will  never 
be  peace  nor  anything  good  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  the  world. 

"It's  for  this  reason  that  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  calls  for  repentance  and  conver¬ 
sion.  From  this  conversion  breaks  forth  a 
new  creature  provided  with  the  neces¬ 
sary  good  will  for  peace. 

“It  is  for  this  reason,  too,  that  the  heav¬ 
enly  message  of  Christmas  is  this:  ‘Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace 
and  good  will  among  men  (Luke  2:14).’  ” 

Someone  knocked  on  door 

At  that  instant  someone  knocked  on 
the  door. 

“Who  is  it?”  the  grandson  called  out. 

“It  is  I,  my  son,”  said  his  grandfather. 

“I  was  waiting  for  you,  grandfather, 
and  I  dozed  off,”  his  grandson  said.  “But 
what  happened  was  something  strange 
and  wonderful.” 

"What  happened,  my  son?”  the  grand¬ 
father  asked. 

“I  had  a  beautiful  dream,  grandfather,” 
the  boy  said.  “Do  you  know  what?  I  be¬ 
lieve  I  have  just  been  converted  again.” 

“That  is  the  true  Christmas,  my  son,” 
his  grandfather  said.  And  he  added: 

"The  Savior  is  bom  every  day  in  the 
hearts  of  people  who  are  converted  to 
God  and  his  world-saving  cause.  We  con¬ 
tinue  working  and  praying  that  the  Sav¬ 
ior  will  be  born  today  in  the  hearts  of  all 
the  people  on  earth.” 

The  Rev.  Pedro  Paredes  is  pastor  of 
Getsemani  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Georgetown,  Texas  (Rio  Grande  Annual 
Conference).  His  article  is  reprinted  with 
permission  from  the  Reporter’s  Rio 
Grande  conference  edition. 
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Advocates  urge  UM  ministry  for  people  with  retardation 


The  large  and  diverse  population  of  people  with  mental  retardation  is  represented  in  this  art,  which  graced  the  1988  worship 
bulletin  for  Mental  Retardation  Sabbath/Sunday,  an  ecumenical  and  interfaith  observance  sponsored  by  the  national  Associa¬ 
tion  for  Retarded  Citizens.  This  art  and  the  art  on  the  series  logo  are  used  by  permission  of  ARC. 


ters  nationwide,  believe  that  every  per¬ 
son  should  live  in  a  community  and 
participate  as  fully  in  that  community  as 
he  or  she  can. 

“For  instance,  in  the  case  of  my 
daughter,  she  could  attend  a  Bible  study 
appropriate  for  persons  her  age.  She 
might  need  some  help  with  some  of  the 
concepts,  but  she  could  be  there.” 

Dr.  Davis  pointed  out  that  90  percent 


of  those  with  retardation  are  only  mildly 
affected  and  could  live  in  the  general 
community. 

"We’re  talking  about  people  who  could 
participate  fully  in  the  life  of  the 
church,”  she  said. 

“We  need  to  have  high  expectations  of 
what  those  with  mental  retardation  can 
achieve.  We’re  finding  out  it’s  much 
greater  than  we  ever  thought.  They’re 


functioning  better  because  we’re  helping 
them  learn  how.” 

Dr.  Pitzer,  who  has  worked  with  his 
agency  for  20  years,  agrees. 

“Mentally  retarded  people  are  people 
first,”  he  asserted.  “Let’s  not  see  labels. 
Let’s  see  their  humanity.  They  are  sons 
and  daughters  of  God  for  whom  Christ 
died. 

"They  are  more  like  us  than  unlike  us.” 


Experts  say  churches  must  seek 
families  with  retarded  relatives 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

Local  congregations  convinced  that 
there  are  no  mentally  retarded  people  in 
their  midst  haven’t  taken  a  good  look 
around,  say  United  Methodists  involved 
in  ministries  and  services  to  those  with 
retardation. 

“Lots  of  times  there  are  people  in  the 
congregation  who  have  a  mentally  re¬ 
tarded  son  or  daughter,  but  they’ve  never 
acknowledged  it  to  the  rest  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,”  said  the  Rev.  James  A. 
McClung,  executive  director  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  United  Methodist  Agency  for  the 
Mentally  Retarded. 

Churches  need  to  seek  out  families 
with  members  who  have  retardation,  in¬ 
sisted  the  Rev.  Robert  M.  Pitzer.  He  di¬ 
rects  the  Southeastern  Methodist  Agency 
for  the  Retarded,  an  Atlanta-based  agen¬ 
cy  of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s 
Southeastern  Jurisdiction  that  coordi¬ 
nates  ministries  to  those  with  retarda¬ 
tion  and  other  developmental 
disabilities. 

"Frequently,  all  these  people  need  to 
know  is,  ‘It’s  OK;  they  want  us  to 
come,’  ”  Mr.  Pitzer  said. 

“Many  families  have  been  turned  off 
by  the  church.  The  church  needs  to  be 
very  specific  in  locating  these  people  and 
saying  to  them,  ‘We  want  you  to  come  be 
a  part  of  our  church.’  ” 

Spotty  responses  reported 

Response  to  the  needs  of  those  with 
mental  retardation  has  been  spotty  across 
the  church  nationwide,  Mr.  Pitzer  said. 

While  almost  all  73  United  Methodist 
annual  conferences  in  the  United  States 
offer  summer  camping  programs  for 
those  with  retardation,  those  programs 
have  not  always  influenced  the  growth  of 
consistent  local-church  ministry  to  those 
same  people,  he  added. 

Mr.  Pitzer’s  agency  is  helping  develop 
a  United  Methodist-sponsored  network  of 
residential  homes  in  western  North  Car¬ 
olina  and  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  for  those 
with  retardation. 

Another  successful  residential  pro¬ 
gram  Mr.  Pitzer  cited  is  the  Baddour 
Memorial  Center  in  Sanitobia,  Miss.  That 
facility  is  related  to  the  Mississippi  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

Residential  care  needed 

Mr.  Pitzer  said  he  sees  residential  care 
as  an  urgent  need  of  people  with  retarda¬ 
tion. 

“Families  with  retarded  offspring  are 
‘aging  out,’  ”  said  Mr.  Pitzer.  “The  par¬ 
ents  are  getting  to  the  age  where  they 
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wonder  what  will  happen  to  their  child.” 

Susanne  Paul,  executive  secretary  of 
advocacy  education  in  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Department  of  the  UM  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  in  New  York, 
agrees  with  Mr.  Pitzer. 

“So  many  letters  I  get  have  the  same 
question;  ‘What  will  become  of  my  50- 
year-old  son  with  Down  Syndrome,  and 
how  can  I  make  provisions  now  for  his 
care?’  ”  Ms.  Paul  said. 

“One  thing  we’ve  tried  to  encourage  in 
advocacy  is  rights  for  persons  with  de¬ 
velopmental  disabilities  like  mental  re¬ 
tardation. 

"These  include  the  right  to  take  part  in 
worship  services,  the  right  to  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  church  materials  that  make  sense 
to  them  and  physical  accessibility  of 
church  buildings  to  those  who  also  may 
have  mobility  impairments.” 

Are  disabled  people  welcome? 

The  other  end  of  accessibility,  Ms. 
Paul  added,  is  how  welcoming  is  a  con¬ 
gregation  to  people  with  disabilities? 

Ms.  Paul  said  her  agency  encourages 
United  Methodist  churches  to  conduct 
“accessibility  audits”  to  determine  how 
welcoming  their  buildings  are  to  people 
with  disabilities. 

Such  audits  sometimes  result  in  a  con¬ 
gregation’s  making  programs  more  ac¬ 
cessible  as  well,  she  said. 

Another  expert  who  has  personal  expe¬ 
rience  with  the  United  Methodist 
Church’s  slow  response  to  people  with  re¬ 
tardation  is  Dr.  Sharon  Davis.  She  is  di¬ 
rector  of  research  and  programming  for 
the  national  Association  of  Retarded  Citi¬ 
zens,  which  is  based  in  Arlington,  Texas. 

A  United  Methodist  laywoman  and  the 
mother  of  a  22-year-old  mildly  retarded 
daughter,  she  supported  the  evaluations 
of  church  officials  regarding  programs 
for  those  with  retardation. 

"Churches  can  meet  a  critical  need  for 
social  activities,  for  worship,”  she  said. 
“We  in  ARC,  with  our  1,300  local  chap- 


Resources  aid 
programming 

Congregations  can  minister  to  mental¬ 
ly  retarded  people  in  many  ways,  says  a 
longtime  United  Methodist  advocate  for 
the  disabled. 

The  Rev.  Robert  M.  Pitzer,  executive 
director  of  SEMAR,  the  Southeastern  Ju¬ 
risdiction  agency  for  those  with  disabil¬ 
ities,  suggested  that  congregations  begin 
by  talking  with  families  of  people  with 
retardation. 

“Frequently  you’ll  get  your  ears 
burned  off,"  Mr.  Pitzer  warned.  “They 
haven’t  had  a  chance  to  tell  the  church 
why  they’re  angry. 

“If  you  hang  on  through  the  anger, 
when  you’re  still  there,  they'll  realize 
that  the  church  is  still  there  and  wants  to 
be  in  ministry  with  them." 

Mr.  Pitzer  suggested  that  congrega¬ 
tions  consider  these  ministries; 

/  Sunday  school  classes  for  all  ages. 

/  Fellowship  groups  for  young  adults. 

/Sponsorship  and/or  operation  of 
residential  group  homes  for  adults  with 
retardation. 

/  Respite  care  for  families  of  those 
with  retardation. 

Congregations  that  want  to  start  min¬ 
istries  for  people  with  mental  retarda¬ 
tion  can  receive  information  from  these 
sources: 

•  The  Health  and  Welfare  chairman  of 
each  annual  conference. 

•  The  local  chapter  of  the  Association 
for  Retarded  Citizens  or  the  national  as¬ 
sociation,  2501  Avenue  J,  Arlington,  Tex¬ 
as  76005. 

•  Victor  Perez-Silvestry,  associate 
general  secretary,  UM  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840,  Nashville, 
Tenn.  37202. 

•Judy  Hunt,  executive  secretary,  sec¬ 
tion  on  ministries  of  annual  conferences, 
Health  and  Welfare  Department,  UM 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

•  Susanne  Paul,  executive  secretary  of 
advocacy,  Health  and  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment,  UM  General  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  475  Riverside  Drive,  New  York, 
N.Y.  10115. 

•Ima  Jean  Kidd,  director  of  special 
learning  needs,  Division  of  Education 
and  Ministry,  National  Council  of 
Churches  of  Christ  U.S.A.,  Room  706,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  N.Y.  10115. 

•  American  Bible  Society,  Department 
of  National  Distribution— Special  Educa¬ 
tion,  1855  Broadway,  New  York,  N.Y. 
10023. 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


Ecumenists  adopt  covenanting 


toward  church  unity 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

NEW  ORLEANS— A  new  name  could 
be  added  to  United  Methodist  Church  signs 
by  2000:  “The  Church  of  Christ  Uniting.” 

That’s  one  of  several  visible  changes 
that  would  take  place  if  the  1992  United 
Methodist  General  Conference  approves 
an  agreement  reached  by  the  Consulta- 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ST.  SIMONS  ISLAND,  Ga.— United 
Methodist  bishops  during  their  recent 
semiannual  meeting  committed  them¬ 
selves  to  tithing  as  a  “minimum  stand¬ 
ard”  for  giving  to  the  church. 

Their  action  came  in  response  to  a 
1988  General  Conference  declaration 
that  the  United  Methodist  Church  “shall 
be  a  tithing  church.’ 

The  resolution  adopted  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops  cited  both  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence  action  and  the  need  to  offer  “en¬ 
couragement  to  pastors  and  other 
leaders  to  lift  up  tithing  both  by  precept 
and  example.” 


tion  on  Church  Union  at  its  Dec.  5-8  ple¬ 
nary  meeting. 

The  agreement,  titled  “Churches  in  Cov¬ 
enant  Communion:  The  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting,”  climaxes  26  years  of  discussions 
by  the  consultation’s  nine  member  bodies, 
including  Tfle  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  purpose  of  the  discussions  has  been 
to  develop  a  way  for  consultation-member 


The  resolution  concludes: 

“The  bishops  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  hereby  recommit  ourselves  to 
sacrificial  giving  of  our  resources  with 
the  tithe  as  a  minimum  standard,  as  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  God’s  love  and  as  a  way  of  wit¬ 
ness  in  our  world.” 

Bishop  Ole  Borgen,  leader  of  the 
Northern  Europe  Central  Conference, 
said  he  regards  the  bishops’  action  as  a 
“voluntarily  accepted  obligation”  to  lead 
the  church  toward  a  higher  level  of  giv¬ 
ing. 

He  added  that  he  didn’t  recall  the  bish¬ 
ops'  ever  having  taken  such  an  action  on 
tithing. 

—STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 


churches  to  exhibit  greater  visible  unity  in 
response  to  Jesus’  prayer  that  His  follow¬ 
ers  “may  be  one”  (John  17:20-21). 

‘A  giant  step  toward  unity’ 

The  Rev.  Gerald  Moede  of  Adell,  Wis., 
a  United  Methodist  and  former  chief  ex¬ 
ecutive  of  the  consultation,  told  the  90 
delegates  the  new  agreement  was  “a  gi¬ 
ant  step”  toward  greater  unity. 

However,  Dr.  Moede,  who  headed  the 
consultation  staff  for  14  years,  added  a 
caution  about  the  “covenanting”  process 
that  the  new  agreement  would  set  into  mo¬ 
tion.  That  would  begin  if  the  agreement  is 
adopted  by  the  consultation’s  member 
bodies  in  such  policy-making  bodies  as  the 
United  Methodist  General  Conference. 

“This  (covenanting)  will  undoubtedly 
require  much  more  time,”  he  said  of  the 
effort  that  would  be  needed  to  bring 
some  22  million  U.S.  Christians— the 
combined  membership  of  the  consulta¬ 
tion’s  nine  member  bodies— on  board 
with  the  idea  of  “covenanting.” 

“The  building  of  trust  and  mutuality 
requires  much  time,”  he  said. 

As  outlined  in  the  agreement,  coven¬ 
anting  calls  for  consultation  members  to 
retain  full  autonomy  while  entering  into 
“full  communion”  in  these  ways: 


as  process 

•  Confessing  the  Christian  faith  as  one 
people. 

•  Recognizing  each  other  as  “true 
churches.” 

•  Recognizing  each  other’s  members 
and  their  baptisms. 

•  Mutually  recognizing  the  validity  of 
each  other’s  ordained  ministries. 

•  Celebrating  Holy  Communion  to¬ 
gether  on  a  regular  basis. 

•  Embracing  inclusiveness  of  people 
as  a  sign  of  wholeness. 

•Creating  a  means  of  deciding  and 
acting  together,  particularly  for  carry¬ 
ing  out  some  shared  outreach  ministries. 

That  joint  action  is  to  be  accomplished 
by  means  of  local,  regional  and  national 
“covenanting  councils.” 

These  covenanting  councils,  composed 
of  lay  and  ordained  representatives, 
would  have  no  power  over  member 
churches  but  would  serve  as  coordinating 
bodies  to  “nurture  and  encourage  . . . 
deepening  unity  in  Christ.” 

Trip  of  ‘healing,’  not  merger 

Speakers  at  the  New  Orleans  consulta¬ 
tion  frequently  pointed  out  that  the  new 
agreement  wasn’t  an  attempt  to  unite 
the  institutions  of  the  member  bodies 


into  some  kind  of  “super  church.” 

“We  are  not  on  a  merger  trip,”  said 
Episcopal  Bishop  John  H.  Burt  of  Mar¬ 
quette,  Mich.  “It  is  a  healing  in  the  body 
of  Christ.” 

The  Rev.  Robert  Huston,  United  Meth¬ 
odism’s  top  ecumenical  officer,  told  the 
Reporter  that  his  agency— the  General 
Commission  on  Christian  Unity  and  Inter- 
religious  Concerns— would  be  responsible 
for  informing  United  Methodists  about  the 
agreement  and  interpreting  it  to  them. 

Dr.  Huston  said  he  expects  his  agency  to 
set  up  a  special  task  force  at  its  meeting 
in  February  to  perform  that  function. 

He  echoed  Dr.  Moede’s  cautions  about 
the  covenanting  process’  taking  time 
and,  particularly,  its  having  unforeseen 
“costs”  other  than  financial  to  consulta¬ 
tion  members. 

“I  don’t  know  what  those  costs  will  be,” 
Dr.  Huston  said,  adding:  “We  have  to  go 
out  on  faith”  in  an  effort  to  reach  a  “viable 
expression  of  unity  that  takes  seriously 
our  individual  expressions  of  diversity.” 

Dr.  Huston  said  that  United  Method¬ 
ism  would  contribute  about  $109,000  to 
the  consultation  in  1989. 

Layperson  elected  president 

In  other  action,  the  consultation  elect¬ 


ed  Dr.  Vivian  U.  Robinson  of  Augusta, 
Ga.,  as  its  president  until  the  next  plena¬ 
ry  in  four  or  five  years. 

Dr.  Robinson  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  is  the  first  layperson  to  serve  as  the 
consultation’s  president. 

The  consultation  also  approved  a  reso¬ 
lution  sending  a  prayer  of  concern  to  the 
head  of  the  Armenian  Orthodox  Church 
following  news  of  a  reported  100,000 
deaths  in  his  country  as  a  result  of  a 
massive  earthquake  Dec.  7. 

The  Consultation  on  Church  Union  was 
initiated  in  1962  by  four  church  bodies, 
including  the  old  Methodist  Church. 

Present  members,  besides  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  are  the  African  Meth¬ 
odist  Episcopal  Church,  the  African 
Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  The 
Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ), 
the  Christian  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Inter¬ 
national  Council  of  Community 
Churches,  the  Presbyterian  Church 
(U.S.A.),  and  the  United  Church  of  Christ. 

In  addition,  three  bodies  participate  as 
observer-consultant  churches:  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  the 
Reformed  Church  in  America  and  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church. 


Tithing 

Bishops  urge  ‘minimum  standard ’  of  giving 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 


UM  evangelist  to  head  world  effort 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodism’s  chief  evangelism 
executive  has  been  named  world  director 
of  evangelism  for  the  World  Methodist 
Council. 

Appointment  of  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  of 
Nashville  to  the  international  post  was  an¬ 
nounced  during  a  meeting  of  world  evange¬ 
lism  leaders  in  London  Nov.  29-Dec.  2. 

Dr.  Fox  succeeds  the  Rev.  Alan  Walker 
of  Sydney,  Australia.  Mr.  Walker  is  retir¬ 
ing  after  more  than  10  years  in  the  post. 

Dr.  Fox  is  to  assume  his  new  Nash¬ 
ville-based  position  Jan.  1. 

The  World  Methodist  Council  is  an  as¬ 
sociation  of  churches  within  the  Method¬ 
ist  tradition.  It  represents  54  million 
constituents  in  90  countries.  In  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States,  seven  denominations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  United  Methodist  Church,  are 
members  of  the  council. 

During  an  interview  with  the  Report¬ 
er,  Dr.  Fox  said  he  sees  his  new  position 
as  an  opportunity  to  “encourage,  enable 
and  challenge  the  world  Methodist  fam¬ 
ily  to  reach  out  with  the  good  news  of  Je¬ 
sus  Christ." 

Three  means  to  be  used 

Dr.  Fox  said  he  intends  to  do  that  by 
working  through  three  interrelated  means: 
broadening  theological  understanding, 
linking  World  Methodist  congregations 
and  developing  indigenous  leadership. 

“We  can  no  longer  develop  our  theology 


in  isolation,”  Dr.  Fox  said.  “We  must  have 
dialogue  with  people  worldwide.  Without  it, 
the  culture  co-opts  the  Gospel  and  uses  it  to 
support  the  culture  rather  than  the  Gospel 
holding  up  the  culture  to  judgment.” 

Congregations,  although  they  accom¬ 
plish  their  work  locally,  must  develop 
global  awareness,  Dr.  Fox  continued. 

“There  are  a  quarter-million  congre¬ 
gations  in  the  world  Methodist  family,” 
he  explained.  "We  must  somehow  link  up 
the  congregations  of  the  world." 

Development  of  indigenous  leadership 
is  the  key  to  this  linkage,  he  added. 

“We  need  to  raise  up  leaders— lay  and 
clergy  of  all  ages— who  have  a  global  per¬ 
spective  and  are  committed  to  the  vision 
of  God’s  kingdom  on  earth,”  Dr.  Fox  said. 

Part  of  the  leadership-training  effort  will 
focus  on  the  development  of  evangelism  re¬ 
sources  in  indigenous  languages,  he  added. 

Appropriateness  considered 

“These  resources  need  to  be  thought  of 
first  in  Korean  or  Chinese  or  Swahili,  in 
what  is  right  for  their  region  of  the 
world,”  Dr.  Fox  said.  “Then  we  need  to 
share  these  with  other  parts  of  the  world 
Methodist  family.” 

Dr.  Fox  told  the  Reporter  that,  because 
of  the  global  perspective  of  his  new  post, 
he  asked  the  World  Evangelism  Commit¬ 
tee  about  the  appropriateness  of  appoint¬ 
ing  him— a  white  American— as  world 
evangelism  director. 

“The  committee  members  told  me 


they  felt  I  was  the  right  man  for  the 
job,”  he  said.  “If  God  knows  my  heart, 
He  knows  I’m  not  superior.  Cultures  are 
different,  not  superior  or  inferior. 

“That’s  what  the  World  Methodist 
Council  is  all  about.  We  need  each  other; 
we  need  to  encourage  each  other  in  diffi¬ 
cult  situations,  and  we  need  to  hold  each 
other  accountable  to  reach  out  with  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ." 

A  native  Tennessean,  Dr.  Fox  is  a  cler¬ 
gy  member  of  the  Holston  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  and  has  served  pastorates  in 
Tennessee  and  Virginia. 

He  has  been  chief  evangelism  execu¬ 
tive  for  the  UM  Board  of  Discipleship 
since  1984  and  was  director  of  preaching 
evangelism  from  1973  to  1984. 

In  addition  to  his  other  duties,  Dr.  Fox 
designed  the  UM  regional  schools  of 
evangelism,  “Offering  Christ  Today,’’ 
that  have  reached  more  than  5,000  par¬ 
ticipants  in  the  past  three  years  (see 
UMR,  Oct.  21). 

He  also  has  directed  the  New  World 
Mission  program,  in  which  evangelists 
from  other  countries  come  to  the  United 
States  to  witness. 

“World  evangelism  has  made  an  out¬ 
standing  choice  in  naming  Dr.  H.  Eddie 
Fox  as  its  new  world  director,”  said  the 
Rev.  Joe  Hale,  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council,  at  the  time  of 
Dr.  Fox’s  appointment. 

“Dr.  Fox  is  known  and  respected  by  hun¬ 
dreds  of  indigenous  evangelism  leaders 


The  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox 
.  .  .  world  evangelism  director 

who  have  shared  with  him  over  many 
years  in  the  development  of  New  World 
Missions  in  such  widely  separated  places  as 
Korea,  Scandinavia,  Hong  Kong,  England, 
Kenya,  and  the  South  Pacific  islands.” 

Bishop  Lawi  Imathiu  of  Kenya,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  council,  agreed:  “Dr.  Fox  is 
uniquely  gifted  to  lead  the  work  of  world 
evangelism  at  this  time  of  tremendous 
challenge  and  opportunity.” 

Information  from  United  Methodist 
News  Service  was  used  in  this  report. 
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Church  World  Service  directors  say 
aim  is  ‘discrete’  unit  but  not  separation 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion. 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Savan¬ 
nah,  Tennessee  needs  a  full-time  music  person 
with  some  work  in  worship  and  communications. 
Membership  is  650.  Salary  $25,000  plus.  Send  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to:  Felix  M.  Snell,  906  Main 
Street.  Savannah,  TN  38372  Phone  (901)  925-3436. 

CAMP  CARETAKER /MAINTENANCE  Supervi¬ 
sor  Year-round  position.  Knowledge  in  mainte¬ 
nance  and  grounds  keeping.  Consideration  given  to 
couple  with  spouse  in  food  service/housekeeping. 
Apply  to:  Larry  Kalas.  Director /Manager,  Lake 
Poinsett  Camp,  RR  #3.  Box  137,  Arlington.  SD 
57212  (605) 983-5547 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  POSITON  OF  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Administrative  Council  will  be  accepted  by  the 
Council's  Personnel  Committee,  P.O.  Box  67,  Lake 
Junaluska.  NC  28745,  until  December  31.  1988.  For 
further  information  about  the  job  description  and 
position  requirements,  phone  (704)  452-2881,  exten¬ 
sion  702. 

HELP  WANTED:  PROFESSIONAL  CHURCH  Or¬ 

ganist.  minimum  of  two  years  experience,  diversi- 
lied  piano  accompaniment  experience,  sight 
reading  ability.  B.A.  in  music  preferred,  but  not  es¬ 
sential.  Enthusiasm  for  ministry  of  music  in 
church.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  9344  Spring 
Hill  Dr..  Spring  Hill.  FL  34608.  (904)  683-2600. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  UNITED  METHODIST 
Foundation  of  Detroit  Annual  Conference.  Manag¬ 
er  and  fund  raiser  for  endowment  through  contact 
with  area  churches  and  members.  Previous  experi¬ 
ence  desirable.  Laity  or  clergy.  Send  resume  and 
salary  history  by  January  15.  1989  to:  Mr.  Myron 
Schiller.  32300  Bonnet  Hill  Road,  Farmington 
Hills.  MI  48018. 

TOUR  ISRAEL  AND  EGYPT  FOR  10  DAYS  be¬ 

ginning  November  15.  1989.  Early  registration  dis¬ 
counts  available  now.  For  brochure:  Rev.  Gary 
Harber.  Trinity  UMC.  3737  S.  Peoria.  Tulsa.  OK 
74105  (918)  743-8911. 

DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH  MINISTRIES/Chnstian 
Education  sought  by  Methodist  Home  in  Waco, 
Texas,  a  24  hour  child  care  facility  serving  some 
350  young  people  daily.  Salary  negotiable.  Contact: 
John  Taverner,  1111  Herring  Ave.,  Waco,  TX 
76708.  (817)753-0181. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER  VACANCY  WESLEY  Foun¬ 

dation/University  of  Miami.  Compensation  com¬ 
mensurate  with  experience  and  training.  Deadline 
for  applications,  January  30. 1989.  Appointment  ef- 
fective  June  1.  1989  Send  resume  to:  The  Wesley 
Center /University  of  Miami.  P.O.  Box  8226.  Coral 
Gables,  FL  33124. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR,  CLEAR  LAKE  U.M. 
Camp.  Christian  education,  program  development, 
PR,  personnel  management,  long-range  planning. 
Jerry  Oakland,  119  S.  Georgia,  Mason  City,  IA 
50401,  by  1/2/89.  [ 

CHURCH  PEWS:  TWENTY  NATURAL  CHERRY 

pews,  twelve  feet  long,  with  white  ends,  in  excel- 
lent  condition,  for  sale  at  $100  each  for  the  lot. 
Bethel  Church,  Rohrersville,  MD.  (301)432-8152. 

FACING  THIS  HOUR,"  by  E  Eldredge  Brewster. 
Ph.D.,  Ret.  Northern  Illinois  Conference.  Timely 
Bible  study  manual  in  Christian  ethics,  for  individ¬ 
ual  and  small  group  study  $4.95,  add  $1.50  post¬ 
age.  4100  F.  Beechwood  Lane,  Harrisburg,  PA 
17112.  Discount  on  large  orders. 

SIXTEEN  DAYS  OF  THE  ‘BEST  OF  CHINA"  for 

only  $2,595.00.  Atlanta  departure  A  journey  of  a  life¬ 
time.  For  brochure,  write  or  call  Dr.  Urey  Arnold, 
Rt.  1.  Box  452-9.  Unicoi.  TN  37692  (615)  743-7694 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

475-member  suburban  church.  Responsibilities: 
oversee  entire  C.E  program,  including  youth  min¬ 
istries  and  program  development  with  C.O.M.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  to  $24,000.  Send  resume  to: 
Montgomery  UMC,  28325  Kemptown  Rd..  Damas¬ 
cus,  MD  20872. 

LAY  ASSOCIATE  WITH  EXPERIENCE  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Music,  education,  youth,  administrative 
assistant.  Seeking  position  with  evangelical 
minded,  mid-sized  church.  Prefer  central  states. 
(918)782-2274. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week. 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067.  627-9507. 

BUSINESS  MANAGER  FOR  1800-MEMBER 

church.  Basic  accounting  and  computer  systems 
knowledge  needed,  as  well  as  good  interpersonal 
skills.  Contact:  Rev  Karen  Vannoy.  2409  Guada- 
lupe.  Austin.  TX  78705.  (512)  478-9387. 

BUYING  COINS,  COIN  COLLECTIONS,  accumu- 

lations,  estates  Methodist  investor  with  quiet,  con¬ 
fidential  cash  will  travel  Southwest  and  negotiate 
any  collection.  Bank  and  legal  references.  Box  808, 
Fulton,  TX  78358. 

CENTRAL  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE.  EAST  BAY 

Camp  positions  open  Food  Service  Coordinator,  full¬ 
time  position.  Applications  deadline:  January  12, 
1989  March  1  planned  starting  date.  General  Camp 
Maintenance,  full-time  positon  starting  as  soon  as 
possible  Contact:  Coordinator  of  Camping.  P.O.  Box 
515.  Bloomington,  IL  61702-0515.  (309)  828-5092 

WOMEN  GOING  TO  SAN  FRANCISCO:  Mary 

Elizabeth  Inn  provides  room/board  at  reasonable 
rates.  On  Nob  Hill.  1040  Bush  Street,  San  Francis¬ 
co,  CA  94109  (415)  673-6768 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 

1200-member  church.  Seeking  creative  person  to 
further  develop  growing  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  open  February  1, 1989  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Phil 
Roughton,  First  United  Methodist  Church.  336  S. 
Halifax  Dr..  Ormond  Beach.  FL  32074 

MUSICAL  LEADERSHIP  FOR  YOUR  church.  Fill 

your  staff  position  (20-40  hours  weekly)  with  a  pro¬ 
fessional  church  musician  from  our  list.  Free  ser¬ 
vice  to  churches.  Church  Musicians  National 
Referral  Service,  Dept.  18.  PO  Box  36,  Huntington, 
WV  25706-0036. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16  days. 

six  cities  in  China.  May  16-June  1,  1989  For  bro¬ 
chure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission.  Box 
1058.  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 

Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions.  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  39216  (601)  981-1981. 

UNITED  METHODIST  SYMBOL  in  officially  ap- 
proved  stitcheries  (cross-stitch,  latch  hook,  chick¬ 
en  scratch,  needlepoint,  and  now  on  waste  canvas). 
Catalog  $1  Nancy  Designs.  424-R  East  Sixth.  Blue 
Earth.  MN  56013 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS’  WORSHIP  AT  First 

Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FREE  VIDEOTAPE 
BIBLE  STUDY 

Dr.  James  Sanders,  teacher  and  scholar. 
SpIrltQuest,  P.0.  Box  144,  Claremont,  CA 
91711.  (714)  624-3273.  Ministry  support¬ 
ed  by  gifts. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Church  World  Service— relief  arm  of 
the  National  Council  of  Churches— wants 
more  control  over  its  work. 

But  that  doesn’t  mean  severing  ties 
with  the  ecumenical  council,  say  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  two  mainline  denomina¬ 
tions  who  serve  on  the  Church  World 
Service  board  of  directors. 

A  resolution  approved  by  those  direc¬ 
tors  late  last  month  shouldn’t  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  a  call  for  such  a  break,  said  Dr. 
Norma  Kehrberg.  head  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church’s  relief  agency. 

“What  Church  World  Service  wants,  as 
I  heard  it,  is  to  be  a  part  of  the  ecumeni¬ 
cal  organization,  not  an  ‘independent’ 
agency,"  said  the  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  executive. 

There  was  strong  sentiment  among 
Church  World  Service  directors  that  the 
agency  should  continue  “under  the  um¬ 
brella”  of  the  NCC,  said  Dr.  Kehrberg. 

The  Rev.  Lloyd  Van  Vactor,  a  relief  ex¬ 
ecutive  with  the  United  Church  of  Christ, 
agreed  with  Dr.  Kehrberg  that  character¬ 
izing  the  Church  World  Service  resolution 
as  a  call  for  an  "autonomous”  or  “inde¬ 
pendent”  agency  is  inappropriate. 

“That  is  taking  it  too  far,”  he  told  the 
Reporter.  “We  were  aware  that  some  of 
the  language  could  be  misinterpreted  by 
folks  who  weren’t  there,  but  there  was 
almost  overwhelming  opposition  to  de¬ 
claring  independence. 

“Independence  was  voted  down  early 
on.  The  best  word  is  the  one  we  used— ‘dis¬ 
crete’— meaning  separate  in  function,  but 
certainly  not  separate  in  commitment.” 


According  to  news  reports.  Church 
World  Service  directors  urged  that  the 
relief  agency  be  "reconstituted  as  a  dis¬ 
crete  organization”  with  “full  responsi¬ 
bility  and  authority”  for  policy  setting, 
financial  control  and  staffing. 

At  the  same  time,  they  reportedly  ex¬ 
pressed  their  commitment  to  work 
"with,  through  and  among”  the  NCC, 
which  is  in  the  midst  of  restructure. 

With  27  regional  fund-raising  and  edu¬ 
cational  offices  around  the  country, 
Church  World  Service  is  the  largest  unit 
of  the  NCC.  Many  local  church  members 
take  part  in  Church  World  Service  CROP 
Walk  fund-raisers  to  combat  world  hun¬ 
ger. 

Church  World  Service  is  also  a  major 
component  in  the  NCC’s  budget,  provid¬ 
ing,  in  1987  alone,  $17  million  of  the 
council’s  $53  million  budget. 

Tentative  budget  figures  for  1989 
showed  Church  World  Service  at  $24.8 
million,  the  NCC’s  Division  of  Overseas 
Ministries  at  $11.4  million  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  NCC  budget  at  $9.2  mil¬ 
lion. 

Church  World  Service  staff,  like  those 
of  all  other  NCC  unit  heads,  are  elected 
by  the  council’s  executive  committee. 

The  NCC’s  Governing  Board  has  gen¬ 
eral  oversight  of  all  council  units,  includ¬ 
ing  Church  World  Service,  and  approves 
a  consolidated  annual  budget,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  units’  budgets  and  the  formula 
for  “common  services”  fees. 

These  fees  enable  the  NCC  to  provide 
council-wide  personnel,  finance,  admin¬ 
istration,  news  and  information  services. 
Church  World  Service  contributions  to 


Walter  Noble  will  step  down  soon  from  his  tractor  at  United  Methodism’s 
Red  Bird  Mission,  where  he  and  his  wife,  Rachel,  began  work  34  years  ago. 
She  said,  “We  have  seen  lots  of  children  go  through  school  and  go  on  to  col¬ 
lege  and  become  doctors,  lawyers  and  ministers.  When  we  came  here,  we 
fell  in  love  with  the  mountains  and  the  mountain  people.  I  told  Walter,  'I 
hope  we  can  stay  here  a  long  time.’  ” 


CALIFORNIA-PACIFIC  CONFERENCE 

is  seeking  applicants  for 

CCOM  Associate  Director,  Division  of 

Evangeiism  an(J 

CCOM  Assistant  Director,  Division  of  Nur¬ 
ture,  Youth  and  Young  Adult  Ministries. 
These  positions  include  priorities  in 
knowledge  and  commitment  to  United 
Methodist  doctrines  and  beliefs,  lead¬ 
ership  development,  networking  and 
relationship  services  with  districts  and 
local  churches. 

Applications  and  job  descriptions  may 
be  obtained  through  the  CCOM  Nur¬ 
ture  Division  Office,  United  Method¬ 
ist  Center,  472  E.  Colorado  Blvd., 
P.O.  Box  6006,  Pasadena,  CA  91102. 
(818)  796-6607,  extension  123.  Ap 
plication  deadline  is  January  31, 1989. 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DOUGLAS  F.  CANNON 

‘Pastors  for  Peace’  convoy  heads  for  Nicaragua 

DALLAS— Neal  Conrey  (left),  a  member  of  Brackettville  (Texas)  United  Methodist  Church,  discusses  travel 
plans  with  other  participants  in  the  “Pastors  for  Peace”  convoy.  Members  of  Episcopal,  Roman  Catholic,  Southern 
Baptist  and  United  Methodist  churches  in  Brackettville,  a  community  of  1,600  in  southwest  Texas,  raised  $2,000  to 
fly  Mr.  Conrey,  a  paramedic  fluent  in  Spanish,  to  Detroit  to  drive  a  truck.  The  convoy  of  more  than  40  vehicles  is 
taking  food,  clothing  and  medicine  to  Nicaragua.  Participants  started  their  drives  in  such  places  as  California, 
Kentucky,  Michigan  and  New  York  and  converged  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Dec.  9  to  continue  toward  Managua,  Nica¬ 
ragua.  They  expect  to  arrive  Dec.  23.  Drivers  are  to  leave  the  donated  vehicles  full  of  supplies  in  Nicaragua. 


those  fees  have  risen  from  $798,000  in 
1984  to  nearly  double  that  in  1988. 

Meanwhile,  Church  World  Service  fi¬ 
nances  have  run  into  difficulties,  result¬ 
ing  in  elimination  of  three  staff  positions 
in  1988  and  a  probable  deficit  by  year’s 
end  of  $700,000. 

Agency  hanging  by  thread 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  she  doesn’t  want  the 
struggle  to  damage  the  ongoing  work  of  the 
relief  agency  and  its  partners  such  as  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

"We  are  at  a  crucial  point  right  now 
because  Church  World  Service  is  on  the 
edge  of  not  being  a  viable  agency,”  said 
Dr.  Kehrberg,  citing  budget  and  staff 
cutbacks  in  the  last  year. 

“Everything  has  been  left  hanging.  I 
think  it  is  hanging  by  a  thread.  The  ener¬ 
gy  of  the  remaining  staff  is  all  that  is 
keeping  it  together. 

“Outwardly,  things  are  still  function¬ 
ing  well,  but  if  we  don’t  work  on  it,  it 
may  unravel.  Church  World  Service  has 
had  such  a  strong  ministry.  We  need  to 
do  everything  possible  to  make  sure  it 
can  continue  to  be.” 

She  said  Church  World  Service  is  a 
strategic  agency,  not  just  as  an  ecumeni¬ 
cal  channel  for  aid  to  disaster  victims 
but  in  helping  mainline  denominations 
coordinate  development  projects  around 
the  world. 

“Without  Church  World  Service,  the 
witness  of  the  churches  would  be  dimin¬ 
ished,”  she  said. 

Local  church  members  can  help  the 
situation,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said,  by  continu¬ 
ing  to  support  disaster  victims  and  by 


continuing  to  take  part  in  CROP  Walks— 
Church  World  Service’s  chief  fund-rais¬ 
ing  efforts. 

UMCOR,  although  it  has  its  own  con¬ 
tacts  in  some  countries,  has  developed 
much  of  its  work  through  an  ongoing 
partnership  with  Church  World  Ser¬ 
vice— a  relationship  that  has  steadily 
grown  over  the  past  40  years,  Dr.  Kehr¬ 
berg  said. 

Panel  eyes  resolution 

The  NCC’s  press  office  said  the  ‘‘dis¬ 
crete  organization”  resolution  from 
Church  World  Service  has  been  sent  to  a 
“Committee  of  15"  charged  with  proposing 
a  new  structure  for  the  financially 
strapped  council.  The  committee’s  plan  is 
to  be  presented  to  the  NCC’s  next  govern¬ 
ing  board  meeting  in  May. 

One  proposal  reportedly  being  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  structure-study  committee 
would  combine  Church  World  Service  and 
the  Division  of  Overseas  Ministries  into 
one  unit  with  one  executive  and  one  trea¬ 
surer. 


Armenian  relief  sought 
The  United  Methodist  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Relief  last  week  estab¬ 
lished  its  first  project  for  work 
in  the  Soviet  Union.  Advance 
Special  No.  250200-8  is  for  relief 
following  the  massive  earth¬ 
quake  in  Armenia.  Gifts  may  be 
made  through  any  annual  confer¬ 
ence  treasurer. 


the  church  today 


lion  in  damages  in  connection  with  a 
1987  attack  on  his  wife. 

Judge  John  Whittington’s  civil  default 
judgment,  based  on  Mr.  Railey’s  failure  to 
appear  in  court,  followed  his  April  1988 
ruling  that  the  former  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Dallas 
was  liable  for  the  strangulation  attack  on 
his  wife,  Margaret.  She  remains  in  a  coma 
in  a  Tyler,  Texas,  nursing  home. 

The  judgment  amount,  which  is  to  be 
paid  to  Mrs.  Railey’s  family,  includes  $3 
million  for  mental  anguish,  physical  pain 
and  suffering,  physical  disfigurement,  and 
physical  incapacity;  $5  million  for  medical 
expenses  and  potential  future  earnings; 
and  $8  million  in  punitive  damages. 

Dr.  Railey  didn’t  answer  the  civil  law¬ 
suit  filed  against  him  by  his  mother-in- 
law.  He  is  reportedly  living  in  California. 

No  criminal  charges  have  been  filed. 

UMC  computer  network 
drops  membership  fee 

NASHVILLE  (UMNS)-CircuitWriter, 
a  computer  network  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church,  has  become  available  with 
no  annual  membership  fee. 

Susan  Peek,  Nashville-based  staff 
member  of  United  Methodist  Communi¬ 
cations  (UMCom),  which  launched  the 


network  in  1986,  said  the  only  cost  to  per¬ 
sons  wishing  to  be  a  part  of  the  network 
is  telephone  “online”  time. 

Previously,  subscribers  paid  a  $25  fee 
to  hook  into  CircuitWriter.  The  network 
has  150  subscribers. 

Available  on  CircuitWriter  are  United 
Methodist  News  Service’s  full-length  daily 
news  stories;  a  weekly  summary  of  those 
releases,  “Methodists  Make  News,”  and  a 
one-page  weekly  summary  designed  for 
use  by  local  church  newsletter  editors. 

Ground  broken  for  South  Central 
jurisdiction  conference  center 

FAYETTEVILLE,  Ark.  (UMNS)— 
Ground  was  broken  recently  for  a 
$300,000  conference  center  at  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah  Assembly,  the  South  Central  Ju¬ 
risdictional  retreat  center. 

The  new  building,  scheduled  for  com¬ 
pletion  June  1,  1989,  will  be  named  in 
honor  of  Olin  C.  Bailey  of  El  Dorado, 
Ark.  The  Bailey  family  has  contributed 
to  the  construction  of  the  building,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Constance  Waddell,  Mount  Se¬ 
quoyah's  program  director. 

The  5,000-square-foot  structure  will 
accommodate  250  persons  at  tables  or  up 
to  300  persons  for  large  receptions  and 
other  gatherings. 


Their  Christmas  greetings 
convey  message  of  thanks 

DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


All  Craig  Lindvahl  wants  from  any¬ 
one  is  $1.00. 

Easy  enough,  except  he  wants  it 
from  125,000  people. 

With  that  money,  this  young  United 
Methodist  high  school  music  teacher 
from  tiny  Teutopolis,  Ill.,  hopes  to 
produce  a  musical  video  promoting 
world  understanding. 

“Together  We  Can”  is  the  title,  and 
he  expects  young  people  from  all  over 
the  world  to  come  to  Illinois  to  record 
and  film  it  next  summer. 

Copies  of  the  finished  product  will 
be  sent,  says  Mr.  Lindvahl,  to  “the 
leader  and  the  educational  minister  in 
every  nation  around  the  globe”  and  to 
“every  state  head  of  education  in  the 
United  States.” 

Two  advisory  committees  are  help¬ 
ing  guide  the  project.  A  committee  of 
adults  oversees  such  things  as  fi¬ 
nances  and  promotion.  A  student 
committee  will  make  decisions  re¬ 
garding  the  music  video’s  contents. 

One  reason  Mr.  Lindvahl  is  con¬ 
vinced  he  and  the  others  can  pull  this 
off  is  that  he  led  150  Illinois  high 
school  and  junior  high  students  in  a 
1986  production  of  a  music  video  ex¬ 


emplifying  what  the  recording  group 
considered  the  desirable  standards  of 
popular  music.  Commendations  rolled 
in  from  Illinois  public  officials. 

He  credits  his  home  church,  First 
UMC  in  Taylorville,  Ill.,  with  nurturing 
his  first  venture  in  musicals.  That  was 
in  1976,  and  the  show  he  and  a  friend 
wrote  and  produced  for  the  church’s 
youths  helped  fund  missionary  work  by 
Fay  and  Sally  Smith  in  Zaire. 

Two  years  later  Mr.  Lindvahl  and 
another  friend  wrote  another  musical, 
“Just  Another  Day.”  Church  members 
helped  take  it  on  tour  in  1979,  with 
proceeds  going  again  to  the  Smiths. 

Several  youths  from  the  church 
were  involved  in  the  1986  production, 
and  Mr.  Lindvahl  expects  more  to  be 
in  the  1989  music  video. 

Particularly  on  the  two  latest  am¬ 
bitious  projects,  he  admits  having 
met  “rejection  and  difficulties.”  But 
he  says  his  home  congregation’s  care 
and  nurturing  have  helped  him  “dedi¬ 
cate  my  life  to  providing  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  young  people  to  express 
themselves  in  a  positive  way.  No 
more  complimentary  statement  can 
be  made  on  behalf  of  a  congregation.” 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Staff  Writer 

For  34  years,  Rachel  and  Walter  Noble 
of  Beverly,  Ky.,  have  faithfully  sent 
Christmas  greetings  to  United  Method¬ 
ists  throughout  the  United  States. 

However,  these  greetings  aren’t  typi¬ 
cal,  commercial  cards  purchased  for  the 
holiday  season.  The  Nobles  write  person¬ 
al  Christmas  messages  to  every  United 
Methodist  who  has  contributed  to  their 
missionary  support  through  gifts  to  the 
Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Rachel  and  Walter  Noble  are  mission¬ 
aries  from  the  National  Program  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  UM  mission  board  assigned  to 
the  Red  Bird  Missionary  Conference  in 
southeastern  Kentucky. 

Mrs.  Noble  said  she  and  her  husband 
plan  to  retire  in  June  1989,  so  this  year’s 
Christmas  letter  will  be  their  last  yule- 
tide  greeting  as  missionaries. 

What  do  they  plan  to  say  to  all  the 
faithful  church  members  who’ve  sup¬ 
ported  their  ministry? 

"We  just  want  to  thank  all  those  peo¬ 
ple  that  have  supported  us  and  all  the 
programs  in  the  Red  Bird  conference,” 
said  Mrs.  Noble.  “We  feel  these  pro¬ 
grams  are  doing  more  than  ever. 

“We  praise  God  for  our  years  at  Red 
Bird  and  the  many  changes  we  have  seen 
and  the  many  friends  we  have  made.” 

The  couple  became  “home  missionar¬ 
ies”  for  the  Evangelical  United  Brethren 
Church,  which  established  the  Red  Bird 
Mission,  in  1954  and  moved  from  their 
native  Nebraska  to  the  Appalachian  re¬ 
gion  of  southeastern  Kentucky.  The  EUB 
and  Methodist  churches  merged  in  1968. 

When  Mr.  Noble  first  went  to  the  Red 
Bird  conference,  he  supervised  the  boys 
and  drove  a  school  bus.  Now  the  foreman 
of  the  maintenance  department,  Mr.  No¬ 
ble  manages  the  waste  water  treatment 
plant  and  performs  other  jobs  such  as 
driving  the  tractor  to  plow  the  gardens. 

Mrs.  Noble  first  served  as  a  registered 
nurse  at  the  Red  Bird  Mission  Hospital. 
Now  she  works  in  the  home  health  de¬ 
partment  at  the  Red  Bird  Clinic,  provid¬ 
ing  senior  adult  health  care. 

She  said  she  sees  her  job  as  not  just  a 
nurse  but  as  a  "missionary  ministering 
to  people's  physical  and  spiritual  needs 
in  the  conference." 

The  family  considers  the  Red  Bird 
conference  home.  They  have  reared  their 
five  children  in  the  Kentucky  mountains 
and  helped  rear  hundreds  of  children  in 
the  missionary  conference. 

“We  have  seen  lots  of  children  go 
through  school  and  go  on  to  college  and 
become  doctors,  lawyers  and  ministers,” 
said  Mrs.  Noble. 


“When  we  came  here,  we  fell  in  love 
with  the  mountains  and  the  mountain 
people.  I  told  Walter,  ‘I  hope  we  can  stay 
here  a  long  time.’  And  we  did— it  will  be 
35  years  in  January!” 

Gifts  to  the  missionary  support  fund 
for  people  like  the  Nobles  can  be  sent  via 
any  annual  conference  treasurer  and 
designated  to  Advance  No.  773603-0. 


Soviet  adviser  tells 
of  peace  sentiments 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS)— A  top  adviser 
to  Soviet  leader  Mikhail  S.  Gorbachev 
echoed  his  sentiments  of  peace  to  church 
leaders  and  peace  activists  Dec.  7. 

The  meeting  at  the  United  Methodist- 
owned  Church  Center  for  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  was  co-sponsored  by  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Women’s  Division  and  SANE/FREEZE, 
a  peace  and  justice  organization. 

Aleksandr  A.  Yakovlev  discussed  a  new 
kind  of  political  thinking  that  allows  na¬ 
tions  such  as  the  Soviet  Union  and  United 
States  to  work  together  for  peace.  But  the 
process  has  been  slow,  he  pointed  out. 

“Even  now  when  we  want  to  convince 
somebody  ...  we  think  of  having  numer¬ 
ous  missiles  just  to  wring  concessions 
out  of  the  other  side,”  he  said  through  a 
translator.  “Is  it  so  that  we  children  of 
the  earth  are  so  devoid  of  intelligence 
that  we  can  allow  ourselves  to  be  manip¬ 
ulated  in  such  a  way?” 

Walker  Railey  ordered  to  pay 
$16  million  to  wife’s  family 

DALLAS— A  Texas  district  judge  or¬ 
dered  former  United  Methodist  minister 
Walker  Railey  last  week  to  pay  $16  mil¬ 


TEUTOPOLIS,  Ill.— A  dozen  or  so  young  people  are  involved,  says 
Craig  Lindvahl  (seated),  in  putting  together  a  music  video  aimed  at 
improving  world  understanding.  Among  them  are,  from  left,  Connie 
Myers,  Lisa  Buhnerkempe  and  Michael  Schultheis.  Mr.  Lindvahl,  a 
high  school  music  teacher,  hopes  to  raise  $125,000  through  gifts  as 
small  as  $1.00  from  individuals  and  through  slightly  larger  gifts  from 
corporations. 


People  in  the  News  .  .  . 

Music  teacher  hopes  to  make  world-understanding  video 
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Editorial 


Singing,  suffering  and  Christmas 


“ Remember  Christ  our  Savior 
teas  bom  on  Christmas  day  . . .  O, 
tidings  of  comfort  and  joy . . 

(Traditional  Christmas  carol) 

How  can  we  sing  Christmas’  hope¬ 
ful  message  of  “comfort  and  joy” 
when  the  world  around  us  is  filled 
with  so  much  suffering  and  tragedy? 

That  always  is  a  pertinent  question 
for  inhabitants  of  an  imperfect  world.  It 
is  particularly  poignant  in  the  after- 
math  of  the  devastating  earthquake  in 
Armenia  that  claimed  the  lives  of  per¬ 
haps  as  many  as  100,000  people  (see  re¬ 
lated  article  elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

The  heartache  caused  by  such  death 
and  destruction  stands  in  perplexing 
contrast  to  Christmas’  hope-filled  mes¬ 
sage.  That  contrast  is  compounded  by 
the  fact  that  most  of  Armenia’s  people 
are  Christians  and  members  of  one  of 
Christendom’s  oldest  churches. 

We  as  Christians  don’t  claim  easy  an¬ 
swers  for  why  God  permits  believers— 
or  unbelievers  for  that  matter— to  suf¬ 
fer.  Unmerited  evil  is  as  mysterious  as 
undeserved  blessing.  Our  Lord  remind¬ 
ed  us  of  this  when  he  pointed  out  that 
God  “makes  the  sun  rise  on  the  evil  and 
on  the  good  and  sends  rain  on  the  just 
and  on  the  unjust”  (Matthew  5:45). 

In  the  midst  of  that  reality,  howev¬ 
er,  God  comforts  us  with  a  promise 
fulfilled  in  Jesus’s  birth:  Those  who  be¬ 


lieve  in  and  follow  Him  “will  not  per¬ 
ish  but  have  eternal  life”  (John  3:16). 

God  keeps  that  promise  today!  This 
is  one  of  the  most  astounding  claims 
we  as  Christians  make  to  a  skeptical 
world.  Admittedly,  current  events  of¬ 
ten  suggest  that  human  life  is  mean¬ 
ingless  and  hopeless.  Experience  over 
the  centuries,  however,  shows  our 
claim  to  be  well-founded.  Just  as  Je¬ 
sus  was  born  lowly  but  triumphant  in 
the  throes  of  Herod’s  cruel  reign, 
God’s  comfort  repeatedly  comes  to  us 
in  ways  sufficient  to  address  even  the 
most  adverse  of  circumstances. 

Our  celebration  of  Christmas  is  one 
way  we  witness  to  that  reality:  by  be¬ 
coming  Christmas  people  who  not  only 
sing  of  “comfort  and  joy”  but  who  be¬ 
come  bearers  of  same  to  those  whose 
situations  seem  chaotic  and  hopeless. 

We  can  think  of  no  better  way  to  be 
Christmas  people  in  1988  than  by  giv¬ 
ing  generously  to  church-sponsored  ef¬ 
forts  to  provide  comfort  (relief)  for 
suffering  people  around  the  world,  in¬ 
cluding  Armenia.  By  doing  so,  we  both 
sing  and  live  out  the  miraculous  Word 
that  became  flesh  and  dwelt  among 
us,  “full  of  grace  and  truth.” 

( The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  has  designated  Advance  Special 
No.  250200-8  for  Armenian  earthquake 
relief.  Gifts  may  be  made  through  any 
United  Methodist  local  church .) 
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Relief  workers  hand  out  food  to  victims  of  the  recent  earthquake  in 
Armenia.  The  suffering  caused  by  the  earthquake  stands  in  perplexing 
contrast  to  the  hope-filled  message  of  Christmas. 


My  Witness 

God  holds  special  place 
in  heaven  for  children 


By  VICTOR  E.  CASAD 

It  was  early  Sunday  morning,  July  31, 
when  the  work  team  from  our  congrega¬ 
tion  disembarked  from  the  plane  at  Mi¬ 
ami  International  Airport  after  having 
flown  all  night  from 
Santa  Cruz,  Bolivia. 

Half-asleep,  weary 
and  itching  with  a  10- 
day  beard,  I  was  glad 
to  be  back  in  the 
United  States. 

We  were  standing  JS  *  v-'  A 
around  waiting  for  !  |  j* 

our  baggage  to  sur-  Victor  Casad 
face  when  we  got  the  news  about  Jesse. 
Jesse,  a  3-year-old  preparatory  member 
of  our  church,  was  born  with  a  heart  de¬ 
fect.  He  had  died  the  day  before,  hours 
after  his  third  open-heart  surgery. 

Stunned,  confused,  angry  and  frustrated, 
we  just  stared  at  one  another  for  a  few 
moments.  Then  someone  broke  the  pray¬ 
erful  silence:  “We’ve  just  come  from  the 
heights  of  hope  to  the  depths  of  despair,  all 
in  one  week.  Few  people  make  that  trip  in 
a  lifetime;  we  did  it  in  a  week.” 


Letters  to  the  Editor 

It’s  OK  for  Christians  to  believe  in  Santa! 


To  the  Editor. 

In  response  to  Milton  M.  Miller’s  Dec. 

9  "Here  I  Stand”  article  demanding  that 
Santa  Claus  be  abolished  from  Christ¬ 
mas,  I  say,  “bah  humbug.” 

I  have  the  strongest  feeling  that  the 
writer  must  have  had  an  unhappy  child¬ 
hood.  What  harm  is  there  in  a  childhood 
fantasy  of  believing  in  a  kind  old  gentle¬ 
man  who  gives  children  gifts  at  the  time 
of  Jesus’  birth? 

I  believed  in  Santa  Claus  when  I  was  a 
child,  and  I  have  grown  into  a  good 
Christian  member  of  our  church  who  be¬ 
lieves  deeply  in  the  miracle  birth  of  our 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  celebrating 
his  birth. 

I  do  agree  that  Santa  Claus  doesn’t  be¬ 
long  in  church.  That  should  be  strictly  a 
religious  setting. 

But  I  don’t  see  anyone  making  a  “god” 
out  of  Santa  Claus,  either.  No  one  I  know, 
including  children,  has  such  a  ridiculous 
idea.  I  think  the  author  is  really  pushing 
the  issue  to  an  unreal  extreme  on  this 
point. 

I  do  believe  in  teaching  the  true  mean¬ 
ing  of  Christmas,  but  I  find  nothing 
wrong  with  harmless  childhood  fantasies 
that  go  along  with  being  a  child.  I  don’t 
believe  it  prevents  us  from  becoming 
good  Christian  adults.  RenaFtmk 

Milford,  Illinois 

Kneeling  Santa  isn’t  absurd 

To  the  Editor: 

I’ve  just  read  the  Dec.  9,  “Here  I 
Stand”  column  headlined,  “Let’s  worship 
Jesus  at  Christmas,  not  Santa,”  and  I  felt 
I  needed  to  respond  to  Milton  M.  Miller. 

The  idea  of  Santa  kneeling  before  the 
manger  is  not  absurd!  I  have  used  this 
ceramic  figurine  in  my  Sunday  school 
classes  to  show  young  and  old  that  the 
secular  world’s  Santa  is  acknowledging 
the  presence  of  a  holy  child  and  hum¬ 
bling  himself  before  the  “King  of  Kings” 
and  “Lord  of  Lords!” 

The  figurine  typifies  the  way  we  as  hu¬ 
mans  need  to  acknowledge  the  baby  in  the 
manger  and  humble  ourselves  before 
him!  The  image  brings  the  secular  world 
to  its  knees  in  the  presence  of  our  Savior! 

Why  in  this  age  of  commercialism,  do 
people  crush  any  attempt  to  worship  Je¬ 
sus?  Every  time  I  see  my  kneeling  Santa 
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figurine,  it  reminds  me  of  the  true  rea¬ 
son  for  the  season:  the  miraculous  birth 
of  Jesus!  Sherlyn  Becton 

Idalou,  Texas 

We  must  surrender  to  God 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Dec.  2  editorial  concerning  the  bish¬ 
ops’  renewal  plans  for  the  local  church 
was  one  of  the  Reporter’s  best  ever. 

The  editorial  stated  very  clearly  why 
the  bishops’  plan  has  a  twofold  flaw:  Its 
method  and  the  method’s  assumption 
that  study  is  the  key  to  spiritual  renewal. 

I  agree  with  you,  as  do  many  other 
United  Methodists,  that  highly  motivated 
leaders  with  a  personal  relationship  with 
God  reinforce  the  relationship  of  other 
committed  Christians. 

As  individual  United  Methodists,  we 
lack  conviction  not  because  of  lack  of 
study  but  rather  because  we  have  not  en¬ 
trusted  our  lives  totally  to  God. 

You  have  stated  these  ideas  and  others 
with  great  clarity  for  which  I  applaud  you. 

Geraldine  Bartley 
Sikeston,  Missouri 

Imagery,  situation  clarified 

To  the  Editor: 

Thank  you  for  the  attention  that  the 
Reporter  has  given  rural  issues  in  recent 
weeks  and  especially  the  resumption  of 
Farmers  Home  Administration  farm 
loan  delinquency. 

I  think  that  the  Nov.  25  editorial  misin¬ 
terprets  a  news  release  that  refers  to  the 
pending  foreclosure  of  many  loans  held 
by  the  Farmers  Home  Administration  as 
a  “hurricane." 

The  release  didn’t  imply  that  the  gov¬ 
ernment  agency  was  in  and  of  itself  the 
source  of  the  problem  but  rather  that  the 
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church  should  address  itself  to  the  person¬ 
al  problems  of  these  farmers  in  the  same 
ways  it  does  victims  of  natural  disasters. 

Whether  farmers  lose  their  farms  be¬ 
cause  of  the  effects  of  a  natural  disaster 
or  an  economic  disaster,  they  suffer  the 
same  feelings  of  grief  and  loss.  In  fact, 
because  of  the  stigma  associated  with 
economic  loss,  they  may  suffer  more. 

The  church  needs  to  seek  out  these  vic- 


vigorous  efforts  by  farm  and  church 
groups  and  a  few  concerned  members  of 
Congress.  This  compassionate  response  to 
farmers  will  also  save  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  billions  of  dollars! 

Still,  we  need  to  continue  to  encourage 
farmers  with  delinquent  Farmers  Home 
Administration  loans  to  complete  all 
their  forms  within  the  time  specified. 

A  recent  public  service  announcement 


tims  of  changing  economics  with  the  same was  produced  and  circulated  to  more 
diligence  it  does  the  victims  of  a  tornhdo,  than  300  radio  stations  alerting  farmers 


‘When  a  child  dies  . . 

I  remember  at  that  moment  thinking, 
"When  a  child  dies,  all  of  creation  cries.” 

I  didn’t  know  at  the  time  why  that 
thought  came  to  me,  but  now  I  think  I  do. 

I  had  just  come  home  from  spending 
10  days  as  a  representative  of  our  church 
working  with  the  Quechua  Indians  of  a 
little  village  in  the  Bolivian  countryside 
called  Mallco  Rancho. 

Our  work  team  had  helped  the  Indians 
dig  out  a  septic  tank  and  begin  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  restroom  for  the  school.  We  also 
helped  them  install  electric  lights  in 
their  classrooms  and  replaced  150  panes 
of  glass  in  the  classroom  windows. 

We  began  to  tile  a  delivery  room  in  the 
hospital  we  helped  with  last  summer. 

For  every  four  babies  born  in  Bolivia, 
one  will  die  before  its  fifth  birthday. 
Children  in  this  area  suffer  from  malnu¬ 
trition,  parasites  and  iodine  deficiency, 
which  causes  mental  retardation.  With  the 
hospital  now  staffed  with  a  doctor,  nurse, 
technical  assistant  and  administrator, 
valiant  efforts  are  underway  to  educate 
and  provide  basic  health  care  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Mallco  Rancho. 

All  children  ages  5  and  under  have 
been  immunized.  Within  the  last  six 
months,  an  epidemic  of  measles  swept 
through  the  Cochabamba  Valley,  causing 
several  deaths.  The  children  of  Mallco 
Rancho  were  untouched  by  the  plague. 

Mallco  Rancho  school  children  now  re¬ 
ceive  a  protein  supplement.  Mothers  are 
learning  to  mix  and  administer  rehydra¬ 
tion  liquids  to  their  babies  who  suffer 
from  diarrhea,  the  dreaded  infant  killer 

v  r\  :  ' 


offering  first  the  solace  of  a  church  com¬ 
munity  and  second  suggestions  on  where 
to  get  good  legal  or  financial  advice. 

I  appreciate,  however,  the  editorial’s 
fair  description  of  the  new  Farm  Credit 
Law.  It  is  right  in  asserting  that  the  law  is 
a  "partial  but  compassionate”  response. 

The  law  is  more  than  just  a  compassion¬ 
ate  response.  Originally  intended  as  only  a 
bail-out  of  the  Farm  Credit  System,  the 
borrowers’  protections  were  included  after 


On  the  UMR  Beat 

Learnings  from  a  good  mentor 


Spurgeon  Dunnam 


Blessed  is  the  person  who  has  a  good 
mentor  —  a  parent,  teacher,  preacher  or 
coach  who  offers  guidance,  counsel  and  a 
positive  role  model  ^ 

as  our  values  and 
outlook  on  life  are 
being  shaped. 

My  life  has  been 
blessed  by  several 
such  persons.  Now 
it  is  painful  as  one 
by  one  these  wise 
influences  pass 
from  the  scene.  One 
of  my  chief  mentors,  Dr.  Carl  E.  Keight- 
ley,  died  last  week  at  age  73  (see  article 
elsewhere  in  this  issue). 

I  was  looking  without  success  for  a 
part-time  job  on  a  church  staff  in  Dallas 
when  I  entered  seminary.  Carl  took  pity 
on  me  and  hired  me  as  as  a  general  flun¬ 
ky  on  the  staff  of  The  Texas  Methodist 
newspaper.  I  soon  took  over  maintaining 
the  paper’s  mailing  lists  and  such  other 
tasks  as  Carl  assigned  me.  More  impor¬ 
tant  in  the  long  run,  I  watched  him, 
talked  to  him,  and  learned  from  him. 

On  more  than  one  occasion  he  could 
have,  and  probably  should  have,  fired  me 
for  insubordination.  A  judge  probably 
would  have  ruled  ‘justifiable  homicide’  if 
Carl  had  killed  me  when  I  sunk  his  new 
employer’s  boat  during  a  late  night  fish¬ 
ing  expedition  in  Canada  in  1968. 

Three  marks  of  a  good  mentor  are  pa¬ 
tience,  grace  and  an  ability  to  weigh  pos¬ 
itive  potential  more  heavily  than 
short-term  failings.  Carl  had  them  all. 

Carl’s  approach  to  making  decisions 
left  an  indelible  impression  on  me.  He 
never  codified  the  rules  but  I've  done  so 
for  him  as  I’ve  adapted  them  as  my  own. 

1.  If  you  haven’t  really  struggled  with 
all  the  options,  you’re  not  ready  to  make 
a  decision.  Alternatives  must  never  be 
considered  quickly  or  passively.  Careful 
weighing,  stewing  and  brooding  is  re¬ 
quired.  A  major  decision  made  without 
experiencing  a  measure  of  pain  probably 
is  premature.  Carl’s  wife  and  many  of  us 
who  worked  with  him  often  found  this 
process  excruciating.  But  more  often 
than  not,  it  led  to  the  right  decision. 

2.  Our  decisions  should  be  rooted  in 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  During  the 
years  when  Carl  edited  this  paper, 
known  then  as  The  Texas  Methodist,  the 


newspaper’s  nameplate  carried  three 
mottos:  “Looking  to  Jesus,  the  author 
and  finisher  of  our  faith,”  from  Hebrews 
12;  “Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together” 
from  Psalm  85;  and  “True  Christianity 
cannot  exist  without  both  inward  experi¬ 
ence  and  outward  practice,”  from  John 
Wesley.  Worthy  standards  then  and  now 
for  any  Christian  newspaper! 

3.  When  you’ve  weighed  the  options 
and  decided  what’s  right,  you  need  to 
press  forward  no  matter  who  may  dis¬ 
agree  with  you.  If  you  are  doing  your  job 
as  an  editor  effectively,  everyone  will 
disagree  with  you  at  one  time  or  another. 
Any  editor  who  writes  in  the  hope  that  no 
one  will  disagree  is  likely  to  bore  the 
readers  and  never  make  any  real  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  search  for  truth. 

Carl  knew  and  taught  this  lesson  well. 
You  could  see  it  in  his  editorial  tirades 
against  alcohol,  gambling,  and  persons 
who  imagined  communists  lurking  be¬ 
hind  every  bush.  You  could  see  it  in  the 
way  he  advocated  racial  justice  and 
brotherhood  during  an  era  when  it  was 
still  fashionable  in  many  churches  to 
support  racial  segregation  based  on  a 
convoluted  interpretation  of  the  Bible. 

4.  Even  when  you  are  carrying  out  a 
difficult  decision,  do  it  with  good  humor. 
On  this  point,  I’ve  given  up  ever  match¬ 
ing  Carl’s  keen  wit.  I’ll  miss  the  arrival 
of  his  occasional  cryptic  notes  reminding 
me  not  to  take  myself  too  seriously. 

I  visited  Carl  in  the  hospital  earlier 
this  month.  He  was  weak  from  spending 
most  of  the  last  three  months  there.  He 
was  experiencing  terrible  pain  from  a 
blood  clot  that  had  developed  in  his  lung. 
Gifford  Johnson,  a  former  parishioner, 
arrived  as  the  pain  medication  started 
taking  effect.  In  the  ensuing  banter,  Carl 
cracked  us  up  by  announcing  that  all  he 
needed  for  Christmas  was  a  new  body  to 
replace  the  one  that  had  worn  out.  Now 
he  has  it. 

Even  in  death  Carl  taught  me  some¬ 
thing.  He  willed  his  body  for  medical  re¬ 
search,  thereby  effectively  bypassing  the 
need  for  embalming,  a  casket,  or  a  cem¬ 
etery  plot.  His  family  was  relieved  of  ad¬ 
ditional  stress  and  the  casketless 
memorial  service  was  beautiful.  I  plan 
this  week  to  write  for  the  forms  that  will 
enable  me  to  do  likewise. 

SPURGEON  M.  DUNNAM  III 


Book 


Chapter 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  1:46,47) 

Readings  for  week  of  Dec.  25 
Monday:  Psalms  96 
Tuesday:  Isaiah  9:2-5 
Wednesday:  Isaiah  9:6-7 
Thursday:  TitUS  2:1-10 
Friday:  Titus  2:11-14 
Saturday:  Luke  2:1-15 
Sunday:  Luke  2:16-20 


of  the  Third  World. 

Since  our  church’s  initial  interest  in 
Mallco  Rancho,  other  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  have  made  contributions  to  the  work 
there.  A  playground  and  TRAG  (small  haul¬ 
ing  vehicle)  have  been  donated.  A  retired 
woman  from  North  Carolina  spent  three 
months  in  Mallco  Rancho  teaching  the 
mothers  basic  health  skills.  A  work  team 
from  another  Texas  church  donated  power 
tools  and  taught  wood-working  skills. 

I  have  been  amazed 

I  have  been  amazed  at  what  has  been 
done  and  continues  to  be  done  by  the  vil¬ 
lagers  who  now  have  a  hope-filled  future 
because  a  few  Christian  folks  froip 
North  America  have  cared  enough  to 
share  their  faith  through  prayers,  pres¬ 
ence,  gifts  and  service. 

A  passage  of  prophecy  that  is  found  in 
Matthew  2:18  and  Jeremiah  31:15  alludes 
to  a  story  in  Genesis.  The  prophecy  reads: 
“A  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah,  wailing 
and  loud  lamentations,  Rachel  weeping 
for  her  children;  she  refused  to  be  con¬ 
soled  because  they  were  no  more.” 

Rachel,  the  wife  of  Jacob,  had  two 
sons,  Joseph  and  Benjamin,  whom  she 
believed  to  be  dead.  All  human  efforts  to 
console  her  failed.  But  her  children  were 
not  dead.  They  were  alive  in  Egypt  under 
God’s  care. 

Jeremiah’s  prophecy  says  that  God 
will  comfort  Rachel  by  giving  her  hope 
that  her  children,  exiled  from  Israel,  will 
someday  return  to  her. 

In  Matthew,  the  prophecy  is  fulfilled 
when  Herod  orders  the  death  of  the  in¬ 
fant  children  of  Bethlehem.  The  babes  of 
Bethlehem  died  so  that  the  son  of  God 
might  be  saved  later  to  return  from 
Egypt  to  save  the  world. 

No  wonder  God  holds  a  special  place 
in  the  kingdom  for  children. 

This  prophecy  has  a  familiar  ring  to  it, 
something  like,  “When  a  child  dies,  all  of 
creation  cries." 

The  death  of  a  child  . . .  any  child  . . . 
anyWhere  .  .  .  calls  all  creation  into 
mourning  with  a  desperate,  despairing 
cry.  Yet  God’s  promise  of  eternal  grace 
revealed  to  us  through  Jesus  Christ 
transforms  our  deepest  despair  into  the 
highest  hope. 

The  children  of  Mallco  Rancho  taught 
me  that.  Little  Jesse  Hobbs  confirmed  it. 

On  the  pulpit  of  the  Protestant  Church 
in  the  village  someone  placed  a  bumper 
sticker  that  reads,  “Christos  ...  la  unica 
esperanza”  (Christ,  the  only  Hope). 

Hope  has  transformed  Mallco  Rancho, 
Bolivia.  Her  children  live. 

The  Rev.  Victor  E.  Casad  is  pastor  of 
Valley  Vie w  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Valley  View.  Texas  (North  Texas  Annual 
Conference). 


to  the  notice  and  the  need  to  respond 
within  45  days.  Interfaith  Action  For 
Economic  Justice,  whose  toll  free  num- 
ber— (800)  424-7292— was  provided  in  the 
announcement,  has  received  some  40  re¬ 
quests  per  day  for  information  since  the 
announcements  began  airing. 

Jaydee  R.  Hanson 
Washington,  D.C. 

All  sides  need  compassion 

To  the  Editor: 

The  Nov.  25  editorial  headlined,  “A 
compassionate  offer  to  farmers,”  has 
much  in  it  that  I  agree  with.  We  should 
urge  all  recipients  of  the  Farmers  Home 
Administration  notices  to  respond  within 
the  45-day  period.  The  notices  do  offer 
some  hope  for  some  farmers. 

However,  regarding  those  “years  be¬ 
hind  in  their  farm  loan  payments,”  this 
new  procedure  probably  does  represent 
a  “kinder,  gentler  foreclosure.”  That’s 
because  the  help  comes  too  late. 

There  are  new  rights  for  borrowers  in¬ 
volved  in  the  1987  Farm  Credit  Act.  How¬ 
ever,  the  guiding  rule  for  this  act  is  that 
Farmers  Home  Administration  must  “get 
as  much  or  more  by  writing  down  part  of 
your  debt  than  it  will  get  if  it  forecloses 
and  sells  the  collateral  for  the  loan.” 

To  say  that  the  Farmers  Home  Admin¬ 
istration  is  acting  out  of  “compassion”  is 
a  misnomer  because  it  is  simply  doing 
what  is  in  its  and  the  taxpayers’  best  in¬ 
terest,  i.e.  collecting  the  largest  amount 
of  money  possible  on  the  loans. 

Had  the  provisions  of  the  1987  Farm 
Credit  Act  been  implemented  voluntarily 
by  the  agency  three  or  four  years  ago, 
many  more  farms  could  have  been 
saved,  and  a  higher  percentage  of  the 
loans  repaid. 

We  as  a  church  must  remain  compas¬ 
sionate  toward  all  of  people  caught  up  in 
the  issue  of  the  rural  crisis,  starting  with 
both  the  lenders  and  the  borrowers. 

Dale  L.  Fooshee 
Garnett,  Kansas 

Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book ,  chapter ,  verse — of  the  follow¬ 
ing: 

“Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and 
on  earth  peace,  good  will  among 
men  with  whom  he  is  pleased.” 


Here  I  Stand 

Do  our  ‘dress  codes’  bar 
some  people  from  church? 


By  SUSAN  NEESE 
In  1955  a  young  man  roared  into  the 
yard  of  the  house  in  which  our  fledging 
church  was  celebrat¬ 
ing  Holy  Communion. 

During  the  first 
song  of  the  service, 
the  ushers  seated  the 
shaggy,  ill-kempt 
young  man.  He  was 
wearing  the  classic 
leathers  of  the  motor¬ 
cycle  gangs.  Susan  Neese 

In  keeping  with  the  tenet  of  the  church 
that  our  communion  table  is  open  to  all 
who  “truly  and  earnestly  repent,  are  in  love 
and  charity  with  your  neighbors  and  intend 
to  lead  a  new  life,”  the  young  man  was 
asked  to  “draw  near  with  faith  and  take 
this  Holy  Sacrament  to  your  comfort.” 

Now  this  is  not  a  Cinderella  story.  I 
never  saw  that  young  man  again.  He 
may  or  may  not  have  experienced 
change  in  his  way  of  life.  But  I  do  know 
that,  had  the  ushers  refused  him  en¬ 
trance,  he  would  have  never  forgotten 
being  turned  from  the  door  of  the  church. 

Twice  recently  letters  have  caught  my 
eye  that  relate  to  proper  attire  for  at¬ 
tending  church.  In  a  letter  to  an  advice 
columnist,  the  writer  complained  be¬ 
cause  a  mother  repeatedly  brought  her 
child  to  church  in  pajamas. 

The  other  was  a  letter  to  the  editor  of 
“The  Interpreter”  magazine.  It  com¬ 
plained  that  Christian  literature  shows 


women  wearing  trousers  and  children 
wearing  shorts  and  that  they  also  wear 
such  clothing  in  church.  The  writer  said, 
“God’s  spirit  will  not  stay  where  people 
compromise  with  the  world.” 

My  first  thought  was,  “What  is  proper 
dress  for  church?”  Beyond  that  we  have  to 
think,  “Did  Jesus  check  out  the  crowds  be¬ 
fore  he  began  to  teach  and  then  send  away 
people  who  were  inadequately  dressed?” 

Or,  “Did  John  Wesley,  standing  on  a 
tombstone  speaking  to  coal  miners  and  day 
laborers,  refuse  to  address  people  because 
of  how  they  may  have  been  dressed?” 

I  hope  that  the  woman  who  wrote  the  ad¬ 
vice  columnist  thanked  God  that  the  little 
family  came  to  church  regardless  of  how 
they  were  dressed  and  that  she  tried  to  find 
out  if  the  family  needed  clothing. 

In  our  age  of  running-jogging-walking 
shoes,  it  is  hard  to  remember  a  time 
when  one  didn’t  attend  church  in  tennis 
shoes,  but  one  family  with  five  children 
never  came  because  they  could  afford 
only  one  pair  of  shoes  for  each  child. 

Does  our  belief  in  open  communion  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  the  communion  table  to  in¬ 
clude  our  whole  community  of  faith  and 
fellowship? 

Who  is  being  left  out  because  he  or  she 
senses  that  our  churches  have  a  dress 
code  that  is  more  important  than  the  fel¬ 
lowship  of  believers? 

Susan  Neese  is  a  member  of  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Paris.  Tenn. 
(Memphis  Annual  Conference). 
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A  Christmas  ‘Tfianfcyou 


for  your  prayers 
and  financial  support- 
from  missionaries  and 
workers  in  mission 
on  staff  at  “475!’ 
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Little  things  count  at  Hennepin 

Christmas  pageant  just  one  of  Minneapolis  church’s  ministries 
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MINNEAPOLIS— A  $100,000  annual  budget,  professional  direction  and  public  access- 
18  performances  during  December— help  make  the  Christmas  pageant  at  Hennepin  Ave¬ 
nue  United  Methodist  Church  a  highlight  of  the  Twin  Cities  season.  The  pageant  is  a  gift 
from  two  wealthy  families  in  the  church  in  memory  of  a  daughter  and  granddaughter. 


By  STEPHEN  L.  SWECKER 
Associate  Editor 

MINNEAPOLIS— ‘‘If  you’ve  seen  one  Christ¬ 
mas  pageant,  you’ve  seen  them  all." 

Don’t  believe  it.  Anyone  who  does  is  obviously 
unaware  of  Hennepin  Avenue  United  Methodist 
Church’s  annual  re-enactment  of  the  Christmas 
story. 

Make  no  mistake.  It  isn’t  your  typical  shep- 
herds-in-bathrobes  fare. 

In  fact,  the  elaborate  pageant’s  attention  to 
detailed  authenticity  and  quality  is  indicative  of 
what  attracts  increasing  numbers  of  people  to 
this  113-year-old  congregation  near  downtown 
Minneapolis. 

'  The  pageant,  titled  “The  Nativity,  a  Living 
Pageant  of  Christmas,"  has  a  cast  of  100  volun¬ 
teers,  uses  live  animals  and  features  original 
music  and  costumes  that  are  faithful  recreations 
of  biblical-era  attire. 

What’s  more,  the  production,  which  costs 
$100,000  annually,  is  supervised  by  theatrical 
producer  Bob  Jani,  former  vice  president  in 
charge  of  entertainment  for  Disneyland  and 
Walt  Disney  World. 

The  pageant,  which  made  its  debut  last  year,  is 
financed  by  two  wealthy  Hennepin  Avenue  fam¬ 
ilies— Glen  and  Marilyn  Nelson  and  Curt  and  Ar¬ 
lene  Carlson— in  memory  of  their  daughter  and 
granddaughter,  Juliet  Nelson.  She  was  killed  in  an 
automobile  accident  in  1985  while  returning  to 
'  school  at  Smith  College  in  Massachusetts. 

The  18  public  performances,  Dec.  9-22,  in  Hen¬ 
nepin  Avenue’s  English  Gothic  sanctuary  include 
a  special  showing  for  hearing-impaired  people. 

In  keeping  with  the  congregation’s  commit¬ 
ment  to  community  outreach,  ticket  sale  pro¬ 
ceeds  help  provide  meals  and  clothing  for  area 
needy  people. 

More  than  a  one-time  show 

However,  there’s  more— much  more— to  Hen¬ 
nepin  Avenue  UMC  than  a  once-a-year  Christ¬ 
mas  extravaganza. 

In  fact,  if  “God  is  in  the  details,”  as  someone  has 
suggested,  attention  to  Godly  matters  is  a  year- 
round  trademark  at  what  has  long  been  regarded 
in  the  Twin  Cities  as  a  "thinking  person’s  church.” 

With  3,000  members,  an  imposing  cathedral-like 
structure  set  in  a  busy  urban  area  and  an  annual 
budget  exceeding  $1  million,  Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC  is  “large”  by  denominational  standards  in 
nearly  every  respect.  Even  so,  it  still  “sweats  the 
small  stuff,”  according  to  one  member. 

No  one  exemplifies  that  outlook  more  than  the 
senior  pastor,  the  Rev.  David  Tyler  Scoates  Jr. 
Mr.  Scoates,  54,  who  is  married  to  Vonda  Kay 
Van  Dyke,  Miss  America  1965,  was  appointed  to 
serve  the  congregation  in  1984. 

"We  try  to  be  very  intentional  with  every  de¬ 
tail,”  Mr.  Scoates  said.  As  an  example  he  pointed 
to  the  church’s  approach  to  Sunday  worship  ser¬ 
vices,  which  typically  start  promptly  at  the  stated 
hour  and  are  conducted  with  crisp  precision. 


"We  plan  every  detail  of  every  service,”  he 
said.  “Everything  has  to  be  right— the  door,  the 
ushers,  the  bulletin.” 

A  basic  concern  for  people 

The  reason  for  such  painstaking  attention  to 
small  things,  he  said,  is  rooted  in  basic  Christian 
concern  for  people. 

"We  want  people  to  know  they’re  important 
and  that  we’re  looking  forward  to  having  them 
here,”  Mr.  Scoates  said. 

A  steady  influx  of  new  members  since  1984 — 
an  average  100  per  year— suggests  that  people 
typically  do  feel  valued  at  Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC  despite  its  bigness. 

A  visit  around  the  church  building  indicates 
why,  including  additional  evidence  of  how  atten¬ 
tion  to  detail  translates  into  care  for  people. 

For  example,  tangible  signs  of  concern  for 
people  with  handicapping  conditions  abound. 
Such  signs  include  wheelchair  ramps,  an  eleva¬ 
tor,  a  high  quality  sound  system  with  wireless 
aids  for  hearing-impaired  people  and  even  large 
print  editions  of  the  Sunday  bulletin. 

A  different  sign  of  “detailed  caring”:  During  a 
worship  service  last  spring,  a  person  known  to 
church  staff  to  be  mentally  unstable  created  a 
vocal  disturbance. 

Ushers  were  prepared  in  advance  for  such  a 
possibility.  Consequently,  they  were  able  quickly 
but  gently  to  escort  the  individual  out  of  the 
sanctuary  and  minister  to  him  elsewhere  with 
minimal  disruption. 

Members  exude  quiet  confidence 

Partly  as  a  result  of  such  consistent  “faithful¬ 
ness  in  small  things”  and  partly  because  of  the 
church’s  pace-setting  heritage— two  bishops 
have  been  former  pastors— Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC  members  exude  a  quiet  air  of  confidence. 

“There’s  an  acceptance  of  life’s  situations 
here,"  said  Marcia  Appel.  The  37-year-old  maga¬ 
zine  editor  and  Sunday-school  teacher  cited  her 
own  “situation”  as  an  example. 

“I’m  a  feminist,"  Ms.  Appel  said.  “That’s  the 
keystone  of  my  life.  It’s  not  offensive  here.  It’s 
welcomed.” 

Mr.  Scoates  acknowledges,  however,  that  Hen¬ 
nepin  Avenue  UMC  isn’t  everybody’s  cup  of  tea. 

"We’re  probably  a  bit  ahead  of  some  other 
mainline  churches,"  he  said.  “We’re  among  those 
on  the  cutting  edge.” 

His  own  preaching,  which  many  say  first  at¬ 
tracted  them  to  Hennepin  Avenue  and  continues 
to  nurture  them,  illustrates  his  point.  Sermons 


regularly  include  references  to  “hot”  social  and 
personal  issues. 

"But  I  try  to  bring  hope  to  people,  too,”  Mr. 
Scoates  said.  “Almost  every  Sunday  someone  out 
there  is  dealing  with  devastating  news.  It  doesn’t 
do  any  good,  for  instance,  for  me  to  lambaste  the 
president  if  I  don't  also  have  a  word  of  hope  and 
some  answers  for  people  " 

Singles  find  ‘hope,  answers’ 

Young  single  people  particularly  appear  to 
find  “hope  and  some  answers”  at  Hennepin  Ave¬ 
nue  UMC.  Fifty-two  percent  of  the  church’s  new 
members  during  the  last  four  years  have  been 
single,  Mr.  Scoates  said.  More  than  50  percent  of 
that  group  are  25  and  under. 

So  great  has  been  the  growth  among  single  peo¬ 
ple  that  a  lay  person,  Ron  Hageberg,  has  been  hired 
as  a  full-time  director  of  single  adult  ministries. 

The  church’s  focus  on  singles,  however,  isn’t 
at  the  expense  of  other  ministries  that  touch  the 
lives  of  a  cross  section  of  Hennepin  Avenue 
UMC’s  congregation  and  wider  community. 

Mr.  Scoates  alludes  to  that  variety  when  he 
describes  Hennepin  Avenue  as  being,  in  effect,  a 
"five-point  charge.” 

The  focal  point  is  the  worship  and  Christian 
education  facilities,  he  said.  The  latter  includes, 
among  other  things,  an  art  gallery  designed  es¬ 
pecially  for  a  valuable  collection  of  religious 
paintings  donated  in  the  early  part  of  the  centu¬ 
ry  by  a  wealthy  lumberman,  Thomas  B.  Walker. 

The  second  “point”  on  the  charge  is  the  Hen¬ 
nepin  Church  Counseling  Center.  It’s  located  in 
its  own  office  space  across  the  street  from  the 
church  building  and  has  two  other  offices  in 
neighboring  towns. 

The  center  has  its  own  staff,  directed  by  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  R.  Leonard,  and  offers  a  wide  range  of 
counseling  services  for  individuals  and  families. 

The  third  "point”  is  Koinonia,  a  modern,  year- 
round  retreat  and  conference  center  that  can  ac¬ 
commodate  110  people.  Located  about  an  hour’s 
drive  from  the  church,  Koinonia  is  one  of  only  a 
handful  of  such  facilities  in  the  nation  owned  and 
operated  by  a  local  congregation. 

A  fourth  “point”  is  Steeple  People,  a  Goodwill 
Industries-type  ministry  supported  entirely  by 
the  church.  Situated  two  blocks  from  the  church 
building,  it  is  staffed  by  more  than  100  volun¬ 
teers  who  sort,  repair  and  sell  used  clothing  and 
other  items  at  low  cost. 

The  charge’s  fifth  “point”  is  Loaves  and  Fish¬ 
es,  an  ecumenical  ministry  in  which  Hennepin 
Avenue  UMC  participates  to  provide  a  free  meal 
each  week  for  some  100  people. 

In  addition,  Hennepin  Avenue  UMC  regularly 
provides  high-visibility,  high-impact  programs 
open  to  the  whole  community.  Last  year’s 
Christmas  pageant,  for  example,  received  front 
page,  full-color  photographic  coverage  by  one  of 
the  local  daily  newspapers. 

During  April,  the  church  sponsored  “2000 
A.D.,”  a  major  symposium  on  the  21st  century 


featuring  nationally  known  experts  on  a  variety 
of  topics. 

Mr.  Scoates  summarized  the  vision  that  guides 
him  and  the  congregation  in  supporting  such  a 
dynamic,  multifaceted  ministry: 

"People  who  built  this  church  70  years  ago  be¬ 
lieved  in  us.  Now  we  have  to  believe  this  church 


is  going  to  be  here  70  or  even  700  years  from 
now.  We  re  building  for  the  future.” 

“The  Church  Aflame "  series  features  United 
Methodist  congregations  of  all  sizes  that  are  grow¬ 
ing  numerically,  shouldering  their  fair  share  of  the 
denomination’s  financial  obligations  and  offering 
outstanding  ministries  in  their  communities. 


UM  relief  to  Armenia 
is  first  time  in  U.S.S.R. 


Mission  board’s  new  committee  says 
missionaries  should  be  evangelists 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

United  Methodists  are  taking  part  in 
an  historic  effort  to  aid  earthquake  vic¬ 
tims  in  the  Soviet  Union,  said  Dr.  Norma 
Kehrberg,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 

A  Dec.  7  earthquake  in  Soviet  Armenia 
in  the  southern  U.S.S.R.  killed  an  esti¬ 
mated  50,000  people,  injured  more  than 
.  12,000  and  left  another  500,000  homeless, 
according  to  news  reports. 

Dr.  Kehrberg  said  grants  of  $20,000 
and  $15,000  were  approved  last  week  to 
aid  earthquake  victims. 

She  said  the  funds  would  be  used  to  ship 
clothing,  blankets,  tents  and  medicine. 

Advance  number  established 

For  the  first  time  in  relief  committee’s 
50-year  history,  it  has  established  an  Ad¬ 
vance  Special  account  number  (250200-8) 
to  receive  designated  gifts  for  a  project  in 
the  Soviet  Union,  said  Dr.  Kerhberg.  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodists  who  want  to  help  in  the 
earthquake  relief  effort  can  use  that  num¬ 
ber  to  designate  their  local  church  offer¬ 


ing  for  Armenian  relief. 

“United  Methodist  Church  members 
have  been  very  responsive,”  Dr.  Kehrberg 
said.  "There  have  been  hundreds  of  calls  to 
our  office  and  many  calls  to  conference 
offices  asking  how  they  can  help.” 

The  initial  $20,000  grant  was  to  help 
pay  shipping  costs  for  more  than  55  tons 
of  medical  supplies  valued  at  $813,000 
from  Church  World  Service,  the  relief 
arm  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches. 

Michael  Roshak,  who  directs  the  Eu- 
rope-U.S.S.R.  office  for  the  NCC,  said 
that  although  Church  World  Service  has 
provided  aid  to  other  countries  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe,  this  also  is  the  first  time  in 
that  agency’s  42-year  history  that  it  has 
sent  aid  into  the  Soviet  Union. 

The  first  Church  World  Service  relief 
flight  was  scheduled  to  leave  a  Baltimore- 
area  airport  Dec.  17,  Dr.  Kehrberg  said. 

The  shipment  of  supplies  was  to  in¬ 
clude  $250,000  worth  of  antibiotics, 
$100,000  worth  of  analgesics,  $150,000 
worth  of  anti-diarrhea  medicine,  and 
$300,000  worth  of  syringes,  bandages  and 
other  disposable  medical  supplies. 


The  aid  is  to  be  distributed  by  the  Ar¬ 
menian  Apostolic  Church,  based  in  Etch- 
miadzin,  Armenia.  The  Armenian 
Apostolic  Church  has  4  million  members. 

Dr.  Kerhberg  said  she  hopes  that  U.S. 
church  agencies,  including  the  UM  relief 
committee,  can  assist  the  Armenian  Ap¬ 
ostolic  Church  in  rehabilitation  work  in 
the  region  after  the  initial  relief  surge 
dies  down. 

She  told  the  Reporter  that  the  Soviet 
Union’s  apparent  willingness  to  allow  di¬ 
saster  assistance  from  other  countries 
may  be  a  "wonderful  opportunity”  for 
church  groups  to  break  new  ground  for 
work  together. 

The  Rev.  Gary  Bekofske,  disaster  re¬ 
sponse  specialist  with  the  UM  relief  agen¬ 
cy,  said,  "That’s  what  our  prayer  is.  We 
have  not  had  a  chance  to  work  together 
with  Soviet  churches  in  a  relief  effort, 
much  less  in  a  development  fashion. 

“We  hope  that  we  can  work  together  in 
this  emergency  and  then  find  ways  of 
working  together  in  the  long  run.” 

Church  World  Service  has  appealed  to 
its  member  denominations,  including  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  for  $1  million  in 
disaster  assistance,  according  to  Kenlynn 
Schroeder,  disaster  response  director. 

About  $80,000  had  been  pledged  before 
the  appeal  was  even  made,  she  added. 

"We  are  asking  for  contributions  to 
help  pay  for  transportation  of  goods,” 
Ms.  Schroeder  said. 

Other  agencies  commit  money 

Several  other  prominent  church-relat¬ 
ed  relief  organizations  that  provided  aid 
soon  after  the  earthquake  include: 

•  World  Vision,  which  promised  to  com¬ 
mit  at  least  $300,000  toward  purchase  of 
supplies  to  meet  immediate  needs. 

•  Catholic  Relief  Services,  which  is  do¬ 
nating  $100,000. 

•The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board,  which  has  committed  $20,000 
to  the  relief  effort,  and  the  Baptist  World 
Alliance,  which  has  committed  $10,000 
through  its  Baptist  World  Aid  program. 

Tradition  holds  that  Maryland-sized 
Armenia,  smallest  of  the  15  Soviet  re¬ 
publics,  was  evangelized  by  the  apostles 
Bartholomew  and  Thaddeus. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

Regardless  of  what  else  United  Meth¬ 
odist  missionaries  are  sent  to  do,  all 
should  be  trained  and  motivated  to  tell 
people  about  Jesus  Christ. 

That’s  one  recommendation  being  made 
by  a  newly  created  Mission  Evangelism 
Committee  of  the  UM  mission  board. 

The  group,  in  actions  taken  during  a 
recent  retreat  in  Glenview,  Ill.,  contends 
that  all  missionaries  should  “possess  the 
skills,  training  and  motivation  to  include 
mission  evangelism  as  an  integral  task 
regardless  of  other  assigned  roles.” 

Mission  evangelism  is  described  in  the 
committee’s  report  as  the  effort  to  see 
that,  by  God’s  grace,  “people  receive  and 
are  changed  by  the  Gospel,  churches  are 
formed  and  nurtured,  and  communities 
are  transformed.” 

The  panel’s  proposal  is  to  be  presented 
in  April  to  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  where  it  is  expected  to  gener¬ 
ate  discussion  and  perhaps  opposition. 

Other  key  elements  of  the  committee’s 
proposal  also  call  on  the  Global  Minis¬ 
tries  board  to: 

•  Expand  its  recruitment,  training  and 
placement  of  mission  personnel. 

•Develop  new  areas  of  mission  work 
and  establish  new  churches. 

•  Equip  missionaries  for  cross-cultur¬ 
al  mission  work,  including  translating 
and  publishing  Scripture  and  other  spiri¬ 
tual  resources  in  native  languages. 

•  Tell  the  story  of  mission  evangelism 
across  the  church  in  creative  ways. 

•  Create  channels  for  new  prayer  sup¬ 
port  and  additional  financial  support  for 
mission  evangelism  efforts. 

Tal  Oden,  chairman  of  the  Mission 
Evangelism  Committee  and  an  attorney 
from  Altus,  Okla.,  said  the  committee 
also  intends  to  collect  “serious  data” 
about  peoples  who  either  haven’t  heard 
or  heeded  the  Gospel  and  to  help  develop 
strategies  to  reach  those  peoples. 

The  data  collection  effort  is  regarded 


From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
NEW  YORK— The  U.S.  government’s 
decision  last  week  to  begin  talks  with  the 
Palestinian  Liberation  Organization  has 
the  support  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  and  of  the  chief  executive  of  the 
World  Methodist  Council. 

In  April,  the  denomination’s  top  legis¬ 
lative  body  urged  U.S.  officials  to  negoti¬ 
ate  with  the  PLO  regarding  peaceful 
solutions  for  the  region’s  problems. 

Officials  of  the  church’s  world  mission 
board  sent  a  letter  to  directors  early  this 
month  asking  them  to  inform  govern¬ 
ment  officials  of  that  position. 

But  United  Methodist  concern  about 
justice  for  Palestinians  began  long  be- 


by  many  committee  members  as  one  of 
the  proposal’s  more  important  elements. 

Efforts  refocused 
Mr.  Oden  told  the  Reporter  that  this 
"important  refocusing”  of  United  Method¬ 
ist  mission  efforts  might  be  described  as 
an  effort  at  “quality  control”  in  the  assign¬ 
ment  and  training  of  mission  personnel. 

“That  [quality  control]  will  work  out  in  a 
lot  of  different  ways,”  he  said,  noting  that 
the  committee  wants  to  “make  whole” 
United  Methodism’s  mission  outreach. 

“In  the  Wesleyan  expression  of  the 
Christian  faith,  evangelism  activity  with¬ 
out  service  is  hollow,  and  service  without 
evangelism  is  also  hollow,”  Mr.  Oden  said. 

The  proposal  comes  after  more  than 
20  years  of  criticism  that  United  Method¬ 
ism,  particularly  in  the  work  of  its  Glob- 
al  Ministries  board,  has  stressed 
political-social  programs  and  underem¬ 
phasized  personal  evangelism. 

Critic  heartened 

The  Rev.  Ira  L.  Gallaway,  senior  pas¬ 
tor  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Peoria,  Ill.,  and  one  of  the  board’s  long¬ 
time  critics,  said  he  was  heartened  by 
the  committee’s  recommendations  and 
hopes  they  will  be  adopted  by  the  board. 

Dr.  Gailaway  is  chairman  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Society  for  United  Methodists,  an 
unofficial  missionary-sending  agency 
created  in  1984. 

“One  reason  the  Mission  Society  came 
into  being  was  the  concern  of  a  large  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  church  that  the  board’s  mis¬ 
sion  effort  was  cause-and-issue  oriented, 
not  people  oriented,  and  that  adequate 
concern  for  the  Great  Commission  [Mat¬ 
thew  28:18-20]  had  been  lost,”  he  said. 

The  Mission  Evangelism  Committee 
grew  out  of  a  March  1987  proposal  by  the 
Rev.  Randolph  Nugent,  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

In  a  speech  then  to  the  board,  Dr.  Nu¬ 
gent  unexpectedly  proposed  a  “depart- 


fore  this  year,  says  Mia  Adjali,  an  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  with  the  mission  board’s 
Women’s  Division. 

She  noted  that  the  church's  1976  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  called  for  the  PLO  “to 
be  included  in  any  negotiations”  con¬ 
cerning  Middle  East  peace  settlements. 

In  announcing  the  decision,  U.S.  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  George  Shultz  said  PLO 
chairman  Yasir  Arafat  had  met  condi¬ 
tions  for  dialogue  by  renouncing  the  use 
of  terrorism  and  accepting  “the  right  of 
all  parties  concerned  in  the  Middle  East 
conflict  to  exist  in  peace  and  security.” 

“It  did  represent  a  drastic  change  in 
U.S.  policy,”  said  Mary  Sue  Robinson,  a 
member  of  the  world  mission  board’s  ex- 


ment  of  evangelism”  as  a  way  for  the 
agency  to  “take  new  initiatives  on  behalf 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church  to 
preach  the  Gospel  among  those  who  have 
yet  to  know  its  transforming  power.” 

The  board’s  initial  response  was  de¬ 
scribed  as  “stunned  but  generally  ap¬ 
proving."  The  matter  was  discussed  at 
four  more  board  meetings  before  the 
Mission  Evangelism  Committee  was  cre¬ 
ated  this  fall. 

The  United  Methodist  missionary  com¬ 
munity  includes  doctors,  nurses,  commu¬ 
nity  organizers,  teachers,  carpenters, 
farmers  and  well  drillers. 

Dr.  Nugent  told  the  Reporter  last  week 
he  is  confident  that  mission  workers  all 
want  to  share  the  Christian  Gospel.  He 
noted,  however,  that  sometimes  people  be¬ 
come  so  involved  in  their  specialties  that 
it’s  helpful  to  remind  them  that  sharing 
the  Gospel  is  an  integral  part  of  their  task. 

"I  don't  want  to  get  into  the  debate 
over  whether  drilling  wells  is  or  isn’t 
sharing  the  Gospel,"  said  Dr.  Nugent. 
"Wells  you  should  dig.  Water  they  should 
have.  But  we  need  to  be  intentional  about 
telling  people  why  we  are  doing  that.” 

Weakness  acknowledged 

The  Rev.  Garry  Parker,  a  consultant 
working  with  the  Mission  Evangelism 
Committee,  said  that  even  though  the 
church  wants  its  missionaries  to  invite 
people  to  follow  Jesus  Christ,  it  is  “often 
acknowledged  that  we  haven’t  carefully 
and  specifically  trained  all  our  mission¬ 
aries  to  do  that.” 

He  added.  “The  heart  of  mission  is  evan¬ 
gelism,  and  while  we’re  not  implying  that 
everyone  needs  to  be  a  trained  evangelist, 
we  are  suggesting  that  everyone  needs  to 
be  equipped  for  faith  sharing.” 

Dr.  Parker  said  the  idea  is  percolating 
through  the  board  that  “at  the  heart  of 
everything  we  do  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ;  otherwise  we’re  no  different  than 
the  United  Nations.” 


ecutive  staff.  She  said  she  believes  over¬ 
whelming  support  of  the  PLO  by  other 
nations  helped  shape  the  U.S.  decision. 

The  Rev.  Joe  Hale,  general  secretary 
of  the  World  Methodist  Council,  praised 
Mr.  Schultz  and  President  Reagan  for  “a 
courageous  and  statesmanlike  decision.” 

He  said  the  decision  represents  hope 
for  Palestinians  living  in  Israel. 

He  said  Mr.  Shultz’s  warning  against 
terrorism  should  extend  to  Israel  and  its 
occupying  forces  as  well  as  Palestinians. 

“Israelis  and  Palestinians  alike  must 
show  there  is  the  will  for  peace  by  now 
taking  positive  steps  toward  reconciliation 
and  that  will  not  be  easy,”  Mr.  Hale  said. 


R  Christ* 

Centered 
Partnership 

Sue  and  David  Pak  met  in  Pusan,  Korea  at  annual  conference 
in  1966,  while  Sue  was  teaching  English  at  the  Christian  Social 
Center  and  David  was  studying  to  become  a  minister  at  the  Seoul 
Methodist  Theological  Seminary.  David,  a  third  generation  Christian 
whose  father  was  also  a  minister,  was  ordained  in  1968.  Marrying 
a  year  later,  the  couple  then  moved  to  Dallas  where  David  earned 
his  master’s  degree  in  theology  at  Southern  Methodist  University, 
and  helped  to  found  a  Korean  church.  In  1972  David  and  Sue  went 
to  Atlanta,  where  David  studied  for  his  doctorate  in  sacred  theology 
at  Candler  School  of  Theology  at  Emory  University,  and  where 
he  helped  found  a  second  Korean  church.  After  graduation,  three 
years  were  spent  in  Vermont,  where  David  was  minister  of  Bristol 
Federated  Church;  then,  having  made  a  covenant  to  go  back  to 
Korea,  the  family  moved  to  Taejon. 

David  now  serves  as  Professor  of  Practical  Theology  at  Mokwon 
University.  Sue  teaches  English  at  Mokwon  and  is  involved  with 
groups  at  the  Christian  Social  Center  there.  They  have  three  children: 
Suejin  (17);  Minna  (14);  and  Chanson  (9).  David  has  translated  two 
English  books  on  church  growth  and  management  into  Korean,  and 
published  his  own  book,  “Rediscovering  Christian  Worship.”  He 
has  a  strong  interest  in  covenant  living  and  manages  to  continue 
research  in  this  area  while  teaching,  serving  as  Dean  of  the  Graduate 
School  and  minister  of  College  Church,  and  leading  a  professional 
training  program  for  ministers. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  help  support  David  and  Sue  Pak  in 
their  ministry,  along  with  the  work  of  other  missionaries,  contact 
your  Conference  Secretary  of  Global  Ministries,  or  write  to  Ed 
Moultrie,  Room  1305,  General  Board  of  Giobal  Ministries,  475 
Riverside  Drive,  New  York,  NY  10115. 

World  Program  Division  .-4BJ r 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  * 
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Black  community  developers  mark 
20  years  of  ‘confronting  injustice’ 


DECEMBER  23,  1988 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

ATLANTA— “Your  task  is  greater 
than  it  was  years  ago.  Then,  there  were 
people  of  faith  in  the  black  community 
needing  someone  to  get  things  organized. 
Now  you  are  in  communities  where  peo¬ 
ple  don’t  hare  faith. 

“You  are  working  with  people  who  hare 
been  down  so  long  that  they  are  probably 
thinking,  ‘Down  don’t  bother  me.’  ” 

With  those  words.  Bishop  Woodie  W. 
White  (Illinois  Area)  addressed  the  re¬ 
cent  20th  anniversary  banquet  of  the 
United  Methodist  Black  Community  De¬ 
velopers  program. 

The  anniversary  meeting  and  training 
session  marked  two  decades  of  “grass¬ 
roots  United  Methodist  ministries  that 
confront  racism  and  injustice  in  the 
black  community,"  Bishop  White  said. 

Eighty  United  Methodists  traveled  to 
Atlanta — birthplace  of  the  civil-rights 
movement— for  the  weeklong  event. 

The  Black  Community  Developers 
program  was  a  dream  of  three  black  UM 


clerics  during  the  early  years  of  their 
ministries:  the  Rev.  George  Outen,  the 
Rev.  Negail  Riley  and  Bishop  White. 

Bishop  White,  the  only  surviving 
founder,  said  the  dream  became  a  reali¬ 
ty  in  1968  in  the  aftermath  the  Rev.  Mar¬ 
tin  L.  King  Jr.  ’s  assassination. 

UMs  want  to  take  stand 

"Methodists  still  had  the  death  of  Dr. 
King  on  their  minds  during  the  1968  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference,  and  they  wanted  the 
church  to  take  a  stand  concerning  empow¬ 
ering  black  people,”  said  Bishop  White. 
"So  a  $1  million  goal  [to  be  raised  between 
1969  and  1972]  was  approved  to  start  the 
Black  Community  Developers  program. 

"The  program  was  housed  in  the  for¬ 
mer  United  Methodist  Board  of  Missions. 
And  Negail  [Riley]  made  it  work!” 

Twenty  years  later,  the  program  re¬ 
ceives  less  UM  money,  depending  mostly 
on  designated  gifts  to  Advance  Special 
accounts  and  special  offerings  on  the  Hu¬ 
man  Relations  Day.  (That  offering,  one 
of  six  special  denomination  wide  askings, 


Bishop  urges  UMs  to  take 
problems  of  poor  seriously 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

ATLANTA— A  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
op  says  UM  membership  totals  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  lag  unless  the  denomination 
takes  problems  of  the  poor  seriously. 

Bishop  Edsel  A.  Ammons  (Ohio  West 
Area),  said,  “The  day  this  church  takes  the 
poor  seriously  is  the  day  when  people  will 
come  back.  This  church  was  founded  on 
evangelizing  the  poor.  We  must  remember 
that  suffering  is  the  fuel  of  faith.” 

United  Methodist  membership  has  de¬ 
clined  every  year  since  the  church  was 
formed  in  1968. 

Bishop  Ammons  was  one  of  12  speak¬ 
ers  addressing  the  the  20th  anniversary 
meeting  of  the  UM  Black  Community 
Developers  (see  related  story)  this  month 
in  Atlanta.  Eighty  black  UMs— clergy 
and  laity— participated. 

The  bishop  was  asked  what  United 
Methodists  can  do  “to  bring  dignity  to 
the  poor.” 

He  answered,  “The  community  has  to 
witness  our  love  and  witness  that  we 
care  about  those  folks.  Our  churches 
have  become  little  islands  of  middle- 
class  blacks  who  drive  in  and  drive  out. 
Some  of  us  have  the  sins  of  escapism. 
Can  we  afford  to  have  the  jails  filled  up 


by  young  people  and  not  be  anguished  by 
it?  Our  communities  are  dying  for  the 
want  of  services,  and  our  young  people 
are  dying  on  narcotics. 

"Even  if  we  drive  up  in  the  community 
in  Jaguars,  we  should  do  it  with  a  sense  of 
commitment  and  love  for  one  another.” 

Bishop  Ammons  said  black  United 
Methodist  leaders  can  help  the  poor  have 
dignity  by  moving  back  into  the  commu¬ 
nity.  He  added  that  UM  pastors  shouldn’t 
be  so  concerned  with  moving  on  to  big¬ 
ger  and/or  middle-class  congregations. 

"I  think  that  kind  of  aspiration  is  not 
healthy,”  he  said.  “It’s  a  pain  that  the 
whole  church  is  feeling. 

"In  our  churches,  we  need  not  just  as¬ 
pire  to  the  flagship  churches.  What  is 
that  about  us  that  keeps  us  from  doing 
ministry  in  the  small  areas?  Where  has 
all  the  romance  gone?  Where  is  the  ex¬ 
citement  about  ministry? 

“Black  Community  Developers  should 
have  clergy  leadership  who  have  Jesus 
Christ  in  their  hearts.  Churches  with  54 
members  need  good  pastors,  too. 

“We  must  remember  that  what  counts 
is  not  what  you  carry  in  your  wallet,  but 
what  you  carry  in  your  heart.” 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


Women’s  commission  elects 
church  leader  to  secretariat 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  local  church  staff  member  from 
Texas  has  been  elected  one  of  the  three 
chief  executives  of 
the  United  Methodist 
General  Commission 
on  the  Status  and 
Role  of  Women  in 
the  church. 

Cecelia  M.  Long, 

40.  of  Arlington,  Tex¬ 
as,  is  to  join  the 
three-member  gen-  ’ 
eral  secretariat  of  1 
the  commission.  Cecilia  M.  Long 
based  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  in  January.  That 
commission  is  the  only  United  Methodist 
general  agency  with  more  than  one  chief 
executive. 

Ms.  Long  succeeds  Geneva  H.  Dalton, 
who  left  the  commission  in  August  to 
head  the  administrative  services  division 
of  the  General  Council  on  Finance  and 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  THE  POSITON  OF  Execu¬ 
tive  Director  of  the  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Administrative  Council  will  be  accepted  by  the 
Council's  Personnel  Committee,  P.O.  Box  67,  Lake 
Junaluska.  NC  28745,  until  December  31.  1988.  For 
further  information  about  the  job  description  and 
position  requirements,  phone  (704)  452-2881,  exten¬ 
sion  702. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE:  BISHOP  S  ASSISTANT 
for  Administration,  Harrisburg  Episcopal  Area. 
United  Methodist  Church.  Contact  the  Harris- 
burg  Area  Office.  900  S.  Arlington  Avenue,  Room 
214.  Harrisburg.  PA  17109.  Deadline:  February 
15.  1989 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  PUBLISHER.  Middle 
East  Research  Information  Project  (MERIP) 
seeks  person  with  experience/aptitude  for  fun¬ 
draising,  program  planning,  administration.  Begin 
March  1.  Washington.  Small  staff  produces  bi¬ 
monthly  "Middle  East  Report”,  special  publica¬ 
tions,  other  programs  on  Middle  East,  U.S.  policy. 
Salary  27-32K.  benefits.  Resume,  cover  letter  to: 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR /CHRISTIAN  Education 
Director  to  work  with  all  age  groups.  $25,000  pack¬ 
age.  Call  (407)  231-1661  or  send  resume  to  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  By  the  Sea,  3755  N.  A1A, 
Vero  Beach.  FL  32963. 

FUMC  DIBOLL,  TEXAS  IS  SEEKING  part-time 
youth  director  to  lead  an  expanding  program  in 
new  facilities.  Send  resume  to:  Box  491,  Diboll, 
TX  75841 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16  days, 
six  cities  in  China,  May  16-June  1,  1989  For  bro¬ 
chure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 
and  College  Age  Ministries,  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Gainesville,  Florida.  2,500-member 
church  with  large  youth  program  and  growing  col¬ 
lege  age  program  in  a  university  community.  Send 
resume  to:  David  Dodge.  Diaconal  Minister  of  Pro¬ 
gram,  Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW  8th  Ave..  Gainesville, 
FL  32605. 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  FOR  PASTORAL  CARE. 
Large  multi-staffed  church  in  New  York  City 
seeks  team  person,  preferably  15  years  experience 
with  CPE,  to  provide  overall  pastoral  care  to  con¬ 
gregation,  short  term  counseling  and  referral,  hos¬ 
pital  visitation  and  direction  of  support  groups  for 
grief,  divorce  and  other  critical  needs.  Reply  to: 

HELP  WANTED.  PROFESSIONAL  CHURCH 
Organist,  minimum  of  two  years  experience, 
diversified  piano  accompaniment  experience, 
sight  reading  ability.  B.A.  in  music  preferred, 
but  not  essential.  Enthusiasm  for  ministry  of 
music  in  church.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  9344  Spring  Hill  Dr.,  Spring  Hill,  FL 
34608.  (904)  683-2600. 

New  York,  NY  10010. 

FOR  SALE:  32  PASSENGER  International  church 
bus.  First  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Drawer 

M,  Clayton.  NM  88415.  Phone.  (505)  374-9385. 

FOR  RENT:  2720  SQUARE  FOOT  4  BEDROOM 
executive  home.  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  Excel¬ 
lent  for  those  wishing  to  explore  SW  area  before 
purchasing  permanent  home.  (505)  255-5060 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
475-member  suburban  church.  Responsibilities: 
oversee  entire  C.E.  program,  including  youth  min¬ 
istries  and  program  development  with  C.O.M.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  to  $24,000.  Send  resume  to: 
Montgomery  UMC,  28325  Kemptown  Rd.,  Damas¬ 
cus.  MD  20872. 

WANTED:  DONATION  OF  HANDBELLS  to  mis¬ 
sion  church.  United  Methodist  Church  of  Sitka,  303 
Kimsham.  Sitka.  AK  99835.  Also  an  approved  ad¬ 
vance  special  #931779-3  to  help  pay  for  a  new 
sanctuary. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  quarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn.  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson.  MS  30216.  (601)  981-1981. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
1200-member  church.  Seeking  creative  person  to 
further  develop  growing  Christian  education  pro¬ 
gram.  Position  open  February  1, 1989.  Salary  nego¬ 
tiable.  Send  resume  and  references  to:  Phil 
Roughton,  First  United  Methodist  Church,  336  S. 
Halifax  Dr  ,  Ormond  Beach.  FL  32074. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor.  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a  m.  (504)  488-0856. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Savan- 
nah,  Tennessee  needs  a  full-time  music  person 
with  some  work  in  worship  and  communications, 
Membership  is  650.  Salary  $25,000  plus.  Send  re¬ 
sume  with  references  to:  Felix  M.  Snell,  906  Main 
Street,  Savannah,  TN  38372.  Phone  (901)  925-3436. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER.  DIRECTOR  OF  United 
Campus  Christian  Ministry  at  San  Francisco  State 
University,  (a  combined  ministry  of  the  United 
Church  of  Christ,  the  United  Methodist  Church, 
Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.A.).  SFSU  is  an  ethnical- 
ly  diverse  campus  of  25,000  students,  set  in  the 
beautiful  San  Francisco  Bay  area.  Women  and  per¬ 
sons  of  color  are  encouraged  to  apply.  Position  be¬ 
gins  July  1.  1989.  For  detailed  Information  write: 
Search  Committee.  UCCM,  190  Denslowe,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94132 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)627-6067.627-9507. 

is  taken  on  the  Sunday  in  January  before 
the  national  observance  of  Dr.  King’s 
birthday.) 

Interest  in  black  community-based 
UM  ministries  remains  strong,  said  Ruth 
Lawson,  staff  executive  for  the  program. 

She  said  19  black  community  develop¬ 
ers  serve  through  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  At  one  time  there 
were  as  many  as  50.  Many  became  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  clergy  or  accepted  jobs  in 
national  church  agencies. 

Each  developer  is  supervised  by  a  lo¬ 
cal  UM  pastor,  she  said.  Program  goals 
are  set  by  a  local  policy  committee, 
which  can  be  made  up  of  United  Method¬ 
ists  from  other  churches  or  non-United 
Methodists,  and  approved  by  the  admin¬ 
istrative  board  of  the  supervising  pas¬ 
tor’s  congregation. 

12  speakers  address  topics 

During  the  anniversary  meeting,  12 
speakers  discussed  such  topics  as  the 
theological  context  for  the  program;  the 
vision  of  the  program  in  1968;  issues  fac¬ 
ing  the  black  church  in  1988;  and  the 
challenge  for  black  community  develop¬ 
ers  in  the  future. 

Among  people  addressing  these  issues 
were  three  UM  bishops  who  have  worked 
extensively  with  the  program:  Felton  E. 
May  (Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Area),  Edsel  A.  Am¬ 
mons  (Ohio  West  Area)  and  James  S. 
Thomas,  retired  and  living  in  Dallas. 

Nearly  20  years  ago,  Bishop  May  was 
a  supervising  pastor  in  Delaware  for  one 
of  the  first  black  community  developers, 
the  late  David  Brown. 

"He  was  one  of  the  most  loving,  hard- 
boiled  street  men  I  had  ever  met,"  said 
Bishop  May.  “He  knew  everyone  in  Dela¬ 
ware— every  fence,  every  pimp,  every 
drug  addict.  But  he  could  also  walk  into  the 
DuPont  Building  [headquarters  of  a  chemi¬ 
cal  firm  in  Wilmington,  Del.]  and  get  just 
about  any  amount  of  money  he  wanted 

“I  didn’t  always  agree  with  his  meth¬ 
ods,  but  he  got  the  job  done.  Even  today, 
there’s  still  a  need  for  black  community 


REPORTER  STAFF  PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


ATLANTA— United  Methodist  Bishop  Woodie  W.  White  (Illinois  Area)  was  the  banquet  speaker  during  the  20th 
anniversary  celebration  of  the  Black  Community  Developers  program  in  Atlanta  this  month.  Bishop  White,  the 
only  living  founder  of  the  program,  told  the  80  UMs  to  be  “bearers  of  hope  and  faith”  in  the  black  community. 


developers  because  people  are  still  need¬ 
ing  to  be  set  free.” 

Developers  understand  suffering 

Bishop  Ammons  reminded  the  group 
that  black  community  developers  are  not 
in  mission  if  they  “cannot  understand 
what  it  means  to  be  in  solidarity  with 
those  that  suffer.” 

"Our  covenant  [as  black  community 
developers]  is  trivialized  with  our  preoc¬ 
cupation  with  materialism,”  he  said. 
“Suddenly  there  is  a  resurgence  of  na¬ 
tionalism  and  a  contemot  for  the  poor. 


People  today  don’t  just  hate  poverty. 
They  hate  the  poor!” 

Bishop  Thomas,  adjunct  professor  at 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas, 
said  black  community  developers  must 
do  three  things:  build  reality,  continue 
building  coalitions  and  continue  training 
people  in  the  community. 

"One  reason  we  are  feeling  the  problem 
of  drug  users  [in  our  communities]  is  be¬ 
cause  of  the  loss  of  hope,”  said  Bishop 
Thomas.  "Engage  in  reality  building.  Tell 
those  people  that  they  are  really  children 
of  God.  That’s  reality.” 


Maudine  Holloway  of  Anniston,  Ala.,  a 
black  community  developer  for  19  years, 
said  the  20th  anniversary  gathering  in¬ 
spired  her  to  continue  to  minister  to  the 
black  community. 

"In  all  the  years  that  I’ve  been  a  black 
community  developer,  no  one  has  ever 
said  they  appreciated  our  ministry  like 
the  bishops  did  during  this  meeting,”  she 
said.  “I'm  going  back  to  Alabama  now 
feeling  that  someone  gives  a  doggone. 

“I’m  there  as  a  black  community  de¬ 
veloper  because  United  Methodists  made 
it  possible  and  because  God  is  with  me.” 


Best  gift  at  North  Pole  is  growing  UM  church 

m 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

North  Pole,  Alaska,  may  be  best 
known  as  the  home  of  Santa  Claus  and 
his  helpers. 

But  to  United  Methodists  in  the  Alaska 
Missionary  Conference,  it’s  the  home  of 
one  of  their  fastest  growing  congrega¬ 
tions— New  Hope  United  Methodist- 
Presbyterian  Church. 


“New  Hope  church  is  growing  so  fast 
that  there  is  no  room  for  the  members  to 
worship,”  said  the  Rev.  David  H. 
Blackburn,  a  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  executive  in  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

That’s  why  the  congregation  has  been 
designated  a  priority  project  for  new 
church  development  through  gifts  from 
The  Advance  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

The  125-member  congregation  is 


Administration,  also  based  in  Evanston. 

Since  1984,  Ms.  Long  has  served  as  di¬ 
rector  of  programs  and  operations  at  St. 
Luke  “Community”  United  Methodist 
Church,  a  2,500-member  black  congrega¬ 
tion  in  Dallas.  She  has  a  graduate  degree 
in  social  work  from  the  University  of 
Michigan. 

The  Rev.  Linda  E.  Thomas,  commis¬ 
sion  president,  noted  that  Ms.  Long 
“comes  from  a  growing  local  church.” 
She  said,  “That  is  most  important  be¬ 
cause  we  have  a  desire  to  make  more 
connections  with  local  churches.” 

The  election  of  Ms.  Long  comes  during 
a  time  when  commission  members  have 
begun  to  re-examine  the  agency’s  goals 
and  objectives  (see  UMR,  Oct.  28.) 

The  1988  General  Conference,  by  a 
margin  of  52-48  percent,  defeated  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  disband  the  commission. 

Ms.  Long  joins  Kiyoko  Kasai  Fujiu  and 
the  Rev.  Nancy  Grissom  Self  on  the  gen¬ 
eral  secretariat. 


housed  temporarily  in  six  modular  units. 
They  provide  3,000  square  feet  of  space. 
Worship  is  conducted  in  two  services. 

Members  hope  to  begin  building  a  new 
structure  next  summer  with  a  worship 
area  to  seat  up  to  200  people. 

The  modular  buildings  are  also  used 
for  the  Sunday  school  classes,  said  the 
Rev.  Keith  B.  Wise,  a  United  Methodist 
starting  his  sixth  year  as  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian-United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  Additional  space  for  the  expand¬ 
ing  Sunday  school  is  in  the  fire  station 
across  the  street. 

During  the  week  the  church  facilities 
serve  as  a  community  activities  center, 
he  said. 

“Everywhere  I  go,  when  I  am  asked  by 
United  Methodists  about  New  Hope,  I 
talk  about  the  need  for  larger  space,” 
Mr.  Wise  said.  “The  congregation  is 
growing,  but  the  people  are  confined  in 
their  ministry  here.” 

Members  have  been  in  an  intensive 
program  to  raise  funds  for  construction, 
Mr.  Wise  said.  However,  building  sup¬ 
plies  cost  more  in  Alaska  than  in  other 
states  since  many  materials  have  to  be 
shipped  there. 

North  Pole  has  grown  rapidly  during 
the  past  decade  because  of  Alaskan  pipe¬ 
line  operations  and  expansion  of  local  mil¬ 
itary  bases.  As  more  and  more  families 
moved  to  the  area,  officials  of  the  UM 
mission  board  soon  realized  that  the  North 
Pole  needed  a  United  Methodist  church. 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


^DWNCE  No  gift  too  small 


When  UM  officials  came  to  the  North 
Pole  in  1976  to  begin  a  new  congregation, 
they  learned  that  the  Presbyterians  had 
the  same  idea.  Since  neither  denomina¬ 
tion  had  enough  money  to  build  a  church 
in  North  Pole  immediately,  the  two 
formed  a  union  congregation. 

Funds  from  each  denomination’s  mis¬ 
sion  board— as  well  as  the  Presbytery  of 
the  Yukon  and  the  Alaska  Missionary 
Conference— were  pooled.  A  Presbyteri¬ 
an  pastor  was  appointed  in  1977,  and  the 
congregation  was  chartered  in  1978. 

Gifts  to  the  New  Hope  United  Method- 
ist-Presbyterian  Church  Advance  fund 
should  be  sent  via  any  conference  trea¬ 
surer  for  Advance  No.  931624-7. 


NORTH  POLE,  Alaska— The  Rev.  Keith  Wise,  pastor  of  the  New  Hope 
United  Methodist-Presbyterian  Church,  stands  beside  plans  for  a  new  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  classrooms  for  the  fast-growing  congregation. 

‘Texas  Methodist’  editor 
Carl  Keightley  dies  at  7  3 


the  church  today 


MABANK,  Texas— The  Rev.  Carl  E. 
Keightley,  73.  editor  of  The  Texas  Method¬ 
ist  (forerunner  to  The  United  Methodist 
Reporter)  from  1959  to  1967,  died  Dec.  16 
in  Mabank  following  an  extended  illness. 

Memorial  services  were  Dec.  19  at 
Preston  Hollow  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Dallas,  which  he  served  as  pastor 
from  1970  until  retirement  in  1981. 

Between  the  newspaper  post  and  his 
final  pastorate,  Dr.  Keightley  served  as 
communications  director  of  the  United 
Methodist  General  Board  of  Evangelism 
in  Nashville  from  1967  to  1970. 

In  1987  he  was  among  five  people  in¬ 
ducted  into  the  United  Methodist  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Communicators  Hall  of  Fame. 

The  Rev.  Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  III,  the 
Reporter  s  editor-general  manager  who 
was  hired  by  Dr.  Keightley  in  1965,  said 
his  predecessor’s  editorship  was 
"marked  by  a  feisty,  frequently  humor¬ 
ous  and.  at  times,  courageous  style  of 
commentary  on  the  significant  issues 
facing  our  church  and  society." 

He  noted  that  Dr.  Keightley  began  the 
newspaper's  pattern  of  publishing  re¬ 
gional  and  local  church  editions  that  has 
led  to  the  Reporter's  becoming  the  na¬ 
tion's  largest-circulation  religious  news 
publication. 


Dr.  Dunnam,  who  became  the  newspa¬ 
per's  editor  in  1969,  expressed  gratitude 
for  “the  foundations  laid  by  Carl  Keight¬ 
ley'’  that  have  permitted  the  newspa¬ 
per's  circulation  and  influence  “to 
extend  well  beyond  his  or  anyone  else’s 
initial  vision.” 

Before  his  years  as  an  editor.  Dr. 
Keightley  was  an  associate  pastor  of 
Highland  Park  Methodist  Church  in  Dal¬ 
las,  senior  pastor  of  University  Methodist 
Church  in  Wichita  Falls  and  senior  pastor 
of  First  Methodist  Church  in  Irving. 

He  held  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
Hendrix  College  in  Conway,  Ark.;  a  the¬ 
ology  degree  from  Garrett  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.;  and  a  doctor 
of  divinity  degree  from  Texas  Wesleyan 
College  in  Fort  Worth. 

His  body  was  willed  to  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Medical  School  for  research. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Julia  Delle 
Keightley;  two  daughters,  Michal  Anne 
Moskow  of  Albany,  N.Y.,  and  Cheryl  Ne- 
kuza  of  Mabank;  seven  grandchildren; 
and  three  sisters. 

The  family  requests  that  memorial 
gifts  be  directed  to  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter  Building  Fund  and  designated 
Keightley  Memorial,”  P.O.  Box  660275, 
Dallas.  Texas  75266. 


1988  Denman  evangelism  awards 
are  given  to  84  recipients 

LAKE  JUNALUSKA,  N.C.  (UMNS)- 
Evangelism  awards  have  been  presented 
to  84  laypeople  and  clergy  in  39  United 
Methodist  conferences  by  a  organization 
dedicated  to  undergirding  such  efforts  in 
local  churches  and  communities. 

The  Foundation  for  Evangelism, 
which  raises  money  and  support  for  edu¬ 
cation  and  ministries  of  evangelism 
within  the  denomination,  presented  the 
1988  Denman  Awards  to  men  and  women 
whose  efforts  include  “speaking,  person¬ 
al  witnessing  and  inspiring  their  church 
to  be  involved  in  evangelism.” 

The  award  was  named  for  the  late 
Harry  Denman,  a  Methodist  evangelist. 

Alaska  Pacific  University 
founder  Gordon  Gould  dies 

ALBION,  N.Y.— The  Rev.  P.  Gordon 
Gould,  principal  founder  of  United  Meth¬ 
odist-related  Alaska  Pacific  University 
in  1958,  died  Nov.  23. 

Born  one  of  nine  children  in  a  Russian 
Orthodox  family  in  Alaska,  he  was 


reared  at  the  Methodist  Church’s  Jesse 
Lee  Home  in  Unalaska  after  his  father 
died.  In  1932  he  became  the  first  Alaska 
Native  (Aleut)  to  enter  the  Methodist 
ministry. 

He  served  churches  in  New  York  state, 
as  a  Board  of  Missions  executive,  and  as 
superintendent  of  mission  work  in  Alaska. 

Rocky  Mountain  conference 
distributes  videotape  on  Haiti 

DENVER— The  Grand  Junction  Dis¬ 
trict  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  is  a  15-minute  videotape  to  all 
UM  conferences  this  holiday  season. 

Faith  to  Move  Mountains:  The  1987 
Elections  in  the  Republic  of  Haiti"  was 
made  by  the  Rev.  Ken  Scroggins  and  the 
Rev.  Janet  Forbes-McNeill  after  a  trip 
to  Haiti  in  October. 


FREE  VIDEOTAPE 
BIBLE  STUDY 

Dr.  James  Sanders,  teacher  and  scholar. 

SpIrltQuest,  P.O.  Box  144,  Claremont,  CA 
91711.  (714)  624-3273.  Ministry  support¬ 
ed  by  gifts. 


University  Senate  delays  visit  to  seminary 

From  United  Methodist  News  Service 
The  United  Methodist  University  Senate 
has  delayed  its  on-site  examination  of  dis¬ 
crimination  charges  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Theology  until  next  year. 

Dr.  Roy  B.  Shilling,  senate  president, 
said  the  body  agreed  Dec.  5  to  postpone 


the  visit  in  light  of  recent  developments 
at  the  school,  including  installation  of 
the  Rev.  Robert  C.  Neville  as  dean. 

Dr.  Shilling,  president  of  Southwestern 
University  at  Georgetown,  Texas,  said  Dr. 
Neville  asked  the  senate  to  delay  its  visit 
until  he  could  assess  the  school’s  situation. 


EVANGELISM? 

Evangelism  is  "bringing  the  good  news."  Every  week  your  local  church 
edition  of  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  brings  that  "good  news" 
into  the  homes  of  your  church  members,  visitors  and  prospective 
members.  It  is  easier  to  produce  a  front  page  of  the  Reporter  for  your 
local  newsletter  than  to  produce  an  "in-house  newsletter,"  and  you 
have  the  advantage  of  district,  conference  and  national  religious  news. 

Find  out  how  the  United  Methodist  Reporter  can  help  your  evange¬ 
lism. 

Contact:  William  R.  Bailey,  The  United  Methodist  Reporter 
P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266-0275. 
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‘ Behold ,  I  Make 
All  Things  New. 9 


The  beginning  of  the  new  year  has  always  been  a  very  special  time  for  me.  I 
look  back  and  see  all  the  unfulfilled  dreams,  the  uncompleted  projects  and 
unfinished  agendas,  and  I  have  a  strong  need  to  repent;  for  truly,  “I  have  left 
undone  those  things  I  ought  to  have  done.” 

But  New  Year’s  Day  is  a  day  of  total  grace.  The  past  is  unconditionally 
accepted.  The  present  is  a  door  beginning  to  open  to  a  new,  unlived,  unspoiled 
future  —  like  newly  fallen  snow,  untrodden. 

I  know  I  will  blot  that  future.  I  will  track  yesterday’s  dirt  upon  tomorrow’s 
days.  But  I  will  also  bring  into  the  future  lessons  learned  from  past  experi¬ 
ences.  And  perhaps,  just  perhaps,  I  will  grow  and  expand  the  horizons  of  faith 
and  the  holiness  of  faithful  activity.  That  possibility  is  what  makes  New 
Year’s  Day  so  special.  /\ 


Premarital  Counseling  Workshop  Jan.  17, 18 


A  premarital  counseling  workshop  is 
scheduled  for  clergy  and  other  persons 
involved  in  premarital  counseling  Tues¬ 
day,  January  17  and  Wednesday,  January 
18.  The  workshop  is  sponsored  by  the  Ba¬ 
ton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Council  on 
Ministries.  Tuesday’s  workshop  will  be 
held  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Covenant  in  Lafayette.  Wesley  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  will 
host  the  Wednesday  workshop. 

The  following  topics  will  be  covered  in 
the  workshop:  communications  in  mar¬ 
riage;  sex  in  marriage;  Biblical  under¬ 
standing  of  sex,  marriage,  and  divorce; 
liturgy  and  ceremony  of  marriage;  han¬ 
dling  conflict;  new  methods  used  in  pre¬ 
marital  counseling;  “Prepare-Enrich” 
inventory;  Taylor-Johnson  Tempera¬ 
ment  Analysis”  inventory;  and  designing 
your  own  premarital  counseling  pflP 
gram. 


The  workshop  will  include  10  hours  of 
learning  and  persons  completing  the 
workshop  and  the  assigned  work  may  re¬ 
ceive  1  C.E.U. 

Rev.  Brady  B.  Forman,  instructor  of 
the  workshop,  instructed  the  Premarital 
Counseling  Workshop  which  took  place 
at  Camp  Istrouma  in  1987.  This  work¬ 
shop  was  sponsored  by  the  Baton  Rouge- 
Hammond  District  C.O.M.  Rev.  Forman 
also  conducted  a  workshop  on  the  Tay¬ 
lor-Johnson  Temperament  Analysis  in 
the  spring  of  1988.  Rev.  Forman  is  the 
pastor  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  of 
the  Covenant. 

The  registration  fee  is  $15.00  which 
will  cover  the  cost  of  all  materials  used 
in  the  workshop.  Please  send  registration 
to  R^V.  Brady  B.  Forman,  P.O.  Box 
31119,  Lafayette,  LA  70539.  Deadline  for 
Wglk'Ffation  is  January  6,  1989.  Anyone 
interested  is  invited  to  attend. 


Bishop  Oden  Announces 
Appointment  Changes 

Ronald  J.  Easterling  from  First  Church,  Bossier  City,  Shreveport  District 
(Associate)  to  Vidalia  UMC,  Monroe  District,  effective  January  1,  1989. 

H.  Austin  Smith,  retired,  to  First  Church,  Bossier  City,  Shreveport  District 
(Associate)  effective  January  1,  1989. 

Guy  E.  West  Jr.  from  Greater  New  Orleans  Urban  Ministries,  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  District,  to  Hartzell-Ray  Avenue  Church/People’s  Community  Center, 
New  Orleans-Slidell  District,  effective  January  1,  1989. 

St.  Mark's  Opelousas,  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  to  be  supplied. 
Welsh:  Jones-Mallalieu-Trinity,  Lake  Charles  District  to  be  supplied. 


FALL  FESTIVAL  —  A  free  Fall  Family  Fun  Festival  was  enjoyed  by  members 
of  Fitzgerald  UMC,  Covington  October  31.  Children  and  adults  enjoyed  an  evening  of 
games  and  food.  Pictured  1.  to  r.  are  Christi  Gallois,  Will  Fussell,  Jeremy  Sharp, 
Bridgette  Allen,  and  Jessica  Dedeaux. 


HISTORICAL  MARKER  —  Lutcher  UMC  was  recently  dedicated  as  an  Historical 
Marker  and  presented  a  plaque  commemorating  the  church’s  congregation  as  the 
first  Protestant  church  in  the  River  Parishes.  Shown  in  this  photo  are  1.  to  r.,  Rev. 
John  E.  Scarf,  Pastor,  Mrs.  Irene  Reed,  representing  the  Commissioner  on  Archives 
and  History,  and  Dr.  Warren  Blakeman,  District  Superintendent  of  the  New  Or¬ 
leans-Slidell  District. 


Regional  Events  Help 
‘Reach  for  Baby  Boomers’ 


Six  regional  training  events  to  help  lo¬ 
cal  churches  “reach  for  the  baby  boom¬ 
ers"  are  being  offered  by  the  Section  on 
Christian  Education  of  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship  in  early  1989. 

The  dates  and  locations  for  the  "Reach 
for  the  Baby  Boomers"  events  are  the 
following: 

*  January  12-14, 1989  —  Atlanta,  GA 

*  February  2-4, 1989  —  Dallas,  TX 

*  February  9-11,  1989  —  Minneapolis, 
MN 

*  March  2-4, 1989  —  San  Francisco,  CA 

*  March  9-11, 1989  —  Albany,  NY 

Robert  Paul  and  Kirk  McNeill,  staff  of 

the  Section  on  Christian  Education,  are 
the  leaders  for  the  regional  events. 

Each  regional  event  includes  a  brief¬ 
ing  for  teams  (Thursday  and  Friday)  and 
a  one-day  workshop  (Saturday).  Regis¬ 
tration  fee  for  the  workshop  is  $25.00  per 


person;  the  fee  for  the  briefing  is  $95.00 
per  person.  Three  meals  are  included, 
but  lodging  and  travel  are  extra.  The 
one-day  workshops  are  open  to  anyone 
wishing  to  attend. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  will  be 
sending  a  team  to  be  trained  to  lead 
workshops  within  the  Conference.  These 
local  events  will  be  held  in  the  spring 
and  fall  of  1989.  They  will  be  designed  to 
help  local  churches  reach  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  ‘‘baby  boomers”  in  our  com¬ 
munities.  The  dates  for  these  will  be 
announced  soon. 

For  registration  information,  contact 
Robert  Paul  or  Kirk  McNeill,  the  Section 
on  Christian  Education,  the  general 
Board  of  Discipleship,  P.O.  Box  840, 
Nashville,  TN  37202,  or  Larry  Lewis  al 
the  Conference  Office. 


A  TRAINING  EVENT  MMR  LOCAL 
UNITE©  METMOBIST  LE  ABIE  IRS 


DATE  ___  _  DISTRICT  LOCATION 


Jan.  7  New  Orleans-Houma 
New  Orleans-Slidell 
Jan.  14  Lake  Charles 
Jan.  21  Monroe 

Jan.  28  Baton  Rouge-Hammond 
Baton  Rouge-Lafayette 

Feb.  4  Shreveport 
Feb.  11  Ruston 
Feb.  25  Alexandria 


Munholland  Church,  Metairie 

University  Church,  Lake  Charles 

Winnsboro  Church 

Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge 


Christ  Church,  Shreveport 
Trinity  Church.  Ruston 
Trinity  Church,  Alexandria 


All  events  will  be  9:00  a.m.  -12:00  noon. 

Plan  now  to  attend  this  event  in  your  district. 


January  Conference  Calendar 

3-5  United  Methodist  Council  on  Evangelism  Meeting,  Hyatt  Regency  Ra- 
vinia,  Atlanta,  Ga 

3-6  South  Central  and  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Conference  for  Students, 
New  Orleans 

5  TV  Task  Force  Meeting,  Headquarters  Building,  1:00  p.m. 

6  Church  Extension  Training  Event,  First  Church,  Alexandria,  10:30  a.m. 

7  “Renew  the  Vision”  Workshop:  New  Orleans-Houma  and  New  Orleans- 
Slidell  Districts,  Munholland  Church,  Metairie,  9:00  a.m.-Noon 

9-13  District  Audits 

13-15  UMW  Financial  Interpretation  Workshop,  Tall  Timbers 

14  “Renew  the  Vision"  Workshop:  Lake  Charles  District,  University  Church, 
Lake  Charles,  9:00  a.m.-Noon 

15  Deadline  for  District  Committee  Recommendations  for  Probationary 
Membership 

16- 21  Adult  Workers  with  Youth  Forum,  Orlando,  Florida 

17  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Pre-Marital  Counseling  Workshop, 
Church  of  the  Covenent,  Lafayette,  8:00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

17- 19  Cabinet  Retreat,  Biloxi 

18  Baton  Rouge-Lafayette  District  Pre-Marital  Counseling  Workshop,  Wes¬ 
ley  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  8:00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

19-21  Louisiana  Conference  Ashram,  Holiday  Inn,  Ruston 

21  "Renew  the  Vision"  Workshop:  Monroe  District,  Winnsboro  Church,  9:00 
a.m.-Noon 

22  UMW  Sunday 

24-25  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference  Assembly,  Holiday  Inn,  Kenner 

25  Cabinet  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  1:00  p.m. 

25  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Larger  Executive  Committee  Meeting, 
Headquarters  Building,  10:00  a  m. 

25  Bishop,  Cabinet  and  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Meeting.  Headquarters 
Building,  3:00  p.m. 

26  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Larger  Executive  Committee  Meeting,  Par¬ 
lor  of  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m. 

26  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  Meeting,  Parlor  of  First  Church,  Baton 
Rouge,  1:00  p.m. 

26  CrossLines  Ministry  Board  Meeting,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  3:00 

26  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  Dinner:  6:00  p.m.; 
Worship:  7:00  p.m. 

27  Convocation  of  Boards,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  All  Boards  Meet  at 
9:00  a.m. 

27  Cfc’A  Meeting,  Headquarters  Bldg.,  10:00  a.m. 

27  Conference  Council  on  Ministries  Meeting,  First  Church,  Baton  Rouge, 
4:00  p.m. 

28  "Renew  the  Vision"  Workshop:  Baton  Rouge-Hammond  and  Baton 
Rouge-Lafayette  Districts,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m.- 
Noon 

28  CCYM  Meeting,  Broadmoor  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  9:00  a.m.-l:00  p.m. 

28  Vacation  Bible  School  Training  Program  via  Satellite  from  Nashville, 
12:00  noon-2:00  p.m. 


UM  Student  Conference 


New  Orleans  ’89  Jan.  3-6 


The  United  Methodist  Student  Confer¬ 
ence,  New  Orleans  '89,  is  scheduled  for 
January  3-6,  1989  at  the  Sheraton  Hotel 
in  the  Crescent  City.  The  event  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Southcentral /Southeastern 
Jurisdictions.  "For  God  So  Loved  the 
World:  Thinking  Globally,  Acting  Lo¬ 
cally”  is  the  theme  for  the  upcoming 
gathering. 

Worship  services  will  take  many  dif¬ 
ferent  forms  during  New  Orleans  '89. 
Those  present  will  celebrate  the  fact  that 
they  come  from  different  backgrounds 
and  the  image  that  worship  takes  in  these 
backgrounds.  The  celebration  will  in¬ 
clude  Hispanic/Asian,  Black  American/ 
Native  American,  and  High  Church  An¬ 
glican.  The  event  will  conclude  the  time 
spent  with  a  New  Orleans  style  jazz  wor¬ 
ship  service. 

The  workshops  for  New  Orleans  '89 
will  focus  on  topics  dealing  with  global 
and  local  concerns,  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment,  and  some  of  the  “how-to’s”  of 
campus  ministry.  The  leadership  for  the 


workshops  comes  from  within  the  juris¬ 
dictions  represented. 

Christians  have  the  responsibility  to 
people  who  are  in  pain  and  suffering. 
"Acting  Locally”  will  take  the  form  of 
site  visits  to  agencies  within  the  New  Or¬ 
leans  area  that  minister  to  the  needs  of 
persons  in  situations  that  are  less  fortu¬ 
nate  than  others. 

Working  with  the  poor  in  the  inner-city 
situation  comes  easy  for  Keynote  Speak¬ 
er,  Rev.  Emanual  Cleaver,  pastor  of 
St.  James  Paseo  UMC  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri, 

Following  Rev.  Cleaver  will  be  Millard 
Fuller,  Founder/Director  of  "Habitat” 
who  will  bring  to  us  an  exciting  overview 
of  the  responsibility  many  Christians 
around  the  world  are  taking  for  the 
working  poor. 

Frances  Marsh  Ellis  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  music.  For  further  information  re¬ 
garding  New  Orleans  '89,  contact  Melis¬ 
sa  Draper  at  4660  Baccich,  New  Orleans, 
LA  70122  or  (504)282-4098. 


Centenary  to  Host  Scholarship  Day  Jan.  27 


Scholarship  Day  at  Centenary  College 
will  be  held  from  8:00  a.m.  until  5:00  p.m. 
on  Friday,  January  27,  1989.  Students 
wishing  to  participate  must  have  an  ap¬ 
plication  for  admission,  high  school  tran¬ 
script,  and  standardized  test  scores  on 
file  in  the  Centenary  Admissions  Office 
by  Wednesday,  January  11. 

This  is  the  student’s  best  opportunity 
to  secure  merit,  talent,  and  leadership- 
based  awards  and  grants.  The  program 
offers  participants  the  opportunity  to 
compete  for  the  two  full-tuition  Alumni 
Scholarships  (  these  interviews  will  con¬ 
tinue  on  Saturday),  six  $4,050  Trustee 
Scholarships,  as  well  as  numerous  de¬ 
partmental  and  program  awards.  Last 
year,  as  a  result  of  Scholarship  Day,  over 
$200,000  in  grants  and  awards  were  is¬ 
sued. 

W  be  considered  for  merit  and  aca¬ 


demic  scholarships,  students  must  have 
a  3.0  (A  =  4.0)  grade  point  average  in 
academic  or  college  preparatory 
coursework  and  an  ACT  composite  score 
of  24  or  higher  and/or  an  SAT  total  of 
1100  or  higher.  Exceptions  to  the  mini¬ 
mum  requirements  may  be  allowed  with 
a  written  request  from  a  student’s  guid¬ 
ance  counselor  or  principal. 

On  Saturday,  January  28,  auditions  for 
the  Centenary  College  Choir,  the  Hurley 
School  of  Music,  and  the  Centenary  Con¬ 
cert  and  Jazz  Bands  will  be  conducted. 
Auditioners  are  asked  to  come  prepared 
with  a  selection  of  their  choice  and  a  re¬ 
cent  photograph.  Auditioners  will  be 
judged  on  the  quality  of  performances. 

For  more  information  on  Scholarship 
Day.  persons  should  contact  Mary  Sue 
Rix,  Director  of  Financial  Aid  at  (318) 
869-5137. 


Persons  —  Churches  — -  Events  — | 


Springhill  UMC  says  "thanks”  to  Dr. 
Charles  Payne  and  to  his  class  for  the 
completion  of  their  third  ten-week  Trin¬ 
ity  Bible  Study.  Plans  call  for  the  next 
study  to  take  place  in  early  1989.  The 
church  would  like  to  recognize  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  maintained  a  70%  +  atten¬ 
dance  record.  They  were:  Iris  Baucum, 
Martha  Horne,  Ruth  Odom,  Marietta 
Payne,  Ann  Scott,  Helen  Shearer,  Arthur 
Stevens,  Imogene  Stevens,  Linda  Wash¬ 
ington,  Robert  Randall  Smith,  and  Olen 
Heflin.  Rev.  Charles  B.  Humphreys  is 
pastor. 


cent;  Chairperson,  Committee  on  Nomi¬ 
nations.  Iris  Vinson;  Mission 
Coordinators,  Jan  Holley,  Pat  Davis, 
Neva  Busch;  Chairperson,  Committee  on 
Membership,  Becky  Drost;  Sunshine  Sec¬ 
retary,  Sybil  Moore;  and  Editor,  Laura 
Sawyer  Rev.  Robert  L.  Potter  is  pastor. 

Members  and  prospective  members  of 
the  Mangum  UM  Women  enjoyed  a 
Membership  Tea  held  December  6  fol¬ 
lowing  the  December  General  Meeting. 
The  social  was  held  in  the  church  activi¬ 
ty  room.  Dr.  J.  Marion  Braden  is  pastor. 


First  UMC  of  Amite  recently  held  its 
annual  Hanging  of  the  Greens  service,  in 
which  members  decorate  the  sanctuary 
for  Advent /Christmas  and  explore  some 
of  the  tradition  and  meaning  behind  the 
decorations.  As  a  special  treat,  the  Hand¬ 
bell  Choir  from  First  UMC,  Slidell, 
'dayed  for  those  present.  Rev.  Kenneth 
W.  Irby  is  pastor. 


The  Adult  choir  and  the  Youth  of  First 
UMC  of  Covington  presented  “A  Service 
of  Lessons  &  Carols”  Sunday,  December 
18.  The  Christmas  story  was  told  in 
Scripture,  music,  and  live  nativity.  The 
Youth  narrated  and  presented  the  nativ¬ 
ity  It  was  an  enjoyable  evening  of  fel¬ 
lowship  and  music.  A  reception  followed 
the  service.  Rev.  Ted  Standley  is  Pastor. 


Louisiana  Memorial  UMC  in  Opelou¬ 
sas  recently  celebrated  the  Christmas 
season  with  its  annual  Christmas  Party. 
It  was  a  bring-a-dish  event  combined 
with  caroling  and  a  special  visit  from 
Jolly  Ole  St.  Nick.  It  was  a  joyous  time 
for  families  to  share  together.  Rev.  Cliff 
C.  Wright  Jr.  is  pastor. 


First  UMC  in  Minden  recently  held  a 
Celebration  of  Entry,  “Day  of  Promise” 
in  honor  of  the  church's  new  Sunday 
School  facility  and  Sanctuary.  This  was  a 
day  the  church  has  longed  to  come.  A  full 
day  of  celebration  was  observed  by  the 
congregation.  Rev.  Robert  L.  Burgess  is 
pastor 


“Going  Great  in  ’88”  was  this  year’s 
theme  for  the  UM  Women  of  Henning 
Memorial  UMC  in  Sulphur.  Major  focus¬ 
es  for  the  year  were:  Increase  in  mem¬ 
bership,  participation  in  local  mission 
projects  over  and  above  designated  giv¬ 
ings,  and  the  participation  of  more  mem¬ 
bers  in  State  and  District  meetings  and 
School  of  Missions.  The  1989  officers 
were  recently  installed  by  Mary  Lou 
Frances,  District  President,  and  are  the 
following:  President,  Eva  W.  Hanson; 
Vice  President,  Trudy  Poole;  Secretary, 
Terry  Collins;  Treasurer,  Colleen  Vin- 


Members  of  First  UMC  in  Winnfield 
and  other  churches  recently  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  celebrate  the  birth  of  our 
Savior,  Jesus  Christ  with  an  arrange¬ 
ment  of  sacred  carols  and  Christmas 
hymns.  The  event  took  place  in  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  of  First  Baptist  Church.  Chancel 
choirs  from  First  Methodist,  First  Bap¬ 
tist,  Laurel  Heights  Baptist,  First  Pres¬ 
byterian,  and  First  Assembly  of  God 
joined  their  melodic  voices  in  presenting 
“Joy  to  the  World,”  a  collection  of  tradi¬ 
tional  carols  by  John  Rutter.  Rev.  Steven 
W.  Caraway  is  pastor. 


Special  Thank  You 


The  Apostle  Paul  said  “  I  thank  my 
God  upon  every  remembrance  of 
you.”  True  thankfulness  comes  from 
the  heart.  It  is  an  expression  of  God's 
love  within  us.  Your  expression  of 
love  flows  from  His  love.  Thanks  be 
to  God  for  the  love  you  have  ex¬ 
pressed  and  for  your  selfless  expres¬ 
sions  of  inner  caring  in  an  outward 
fashion. 

The  family  of  Reverend  Wilmer 
Tracy  Woodfork  extend  heartfelt 
thanks  to  each  of  you  for  all  of  the 
positive  responses  during  the  illness 
and  loss  of  Tracy. 

We  appreciate  and  are  grateful  for 
the  telephone  calls,  get  well  cards, 
visits,  letters,  prayers  and  contribu^ 
tions. 

May  God  continue  to  bless  you  and 


Wilmer  Tracy  Woodfork 


your  family  in  a  special  way. 

God’s  every  blessing  on  you! 
The  Family  of 

Reverend  Wilmer  T.  Woodfork 
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COCU  unity  plan  merits  study 


How  do  you  respond  to  this  recent 
headline: 

"Ecumenists  adopt  covenanting'  as 
process  toward  church  unity"  (see  UMR, 
Dec  16)? 

"So  what?" 

"Ho  hum?” 

"Who  cares?” 

If  your  response  was  any  or  all  of  the 
above  to  our  headline  and  progress  re¬ 
port  about  the  Consultation  on  Church 
Union  (COCU),  don't  feel  alone.  You  un¬ 
doubtedly  had  company. 

The  tedious  pace  of  the  26-year  consul¬ 
tation  and  the  abstract  nature  of  its  work 
has  had  a  similar  numbing  effect  on 
many  Christians,  even  some  who  support 
its  goal  of  "visible  church  unity.” 

Such  widespread  disinterest  in  COCU, 
while  understandable,  is  regrettable.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  how  we  assess  COCU,  all 
Christians  have  a  stake  in  its  goal  of  re¬ 
pairing  old  wounds  in  the  body  of  Christ. 

Disunity  in  the  church  greatly  weakens 
Christianity’s  credibility.  Why  should  a 
skeptical  world  accept  the  truth  of  the 
Christian  gospel  when  those  who  do  accept 
it  often  behave  unlovingly  and  intolerantly 
toward  each  other?  Why  should  the  world 
respond  favorably  to  the  church’s  proposed 
remedies  for  urgent  social  problems  if  the 
church  cannot  get  its  own  act  together? 

Here's  how  a  prominent  20th  century 
theologian,  H.  Richard  Niebuhr,  writing 
more  than  50  years  ago,  assessed  the 
problem  of  Christians  splintering  into 
many  different  groups: 

“The  history  of  schism  has  been  a  histo¬ 
ry  of  Christianity’s  defeat . . .  From  its  po- 
sition  of  leadership  in  the  task  of 
integrating  humanity  it  has  fallen  to  the 
position  of  a  follower  in  a  social  process 
guided  by  economic  and  political  forces 
It  has  become  part  and  parcel  of  the 
world,  one  social  institution  alongside  of 
many  others  . . .  more  frequently  condi¬ 
tioned  by  other  cultural  tendencies  than 
conditioning  them . 

“Can  that  faith  save  the  Western  world? 
It  is  evident  that  it  cannot  do  so  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  ecclesiastical  forms,  subject  as  these 
are  to  the  very  same  influences  which 
have  brought  civilization  to  its  plight.” 


The  Consultation  on  Church  Union’s 
logo  symbolizes  the  unity  of  the  church’s 
faith  expressions.  All  Christians  have  a 
stake  in  COCU’s  goal  of  repairing  old 
wounds  in  the  body  of  Christ. 


COCU’s  unity  plan— "Churches  in  Cov¬ 
enant  Communion:  The  Church  of  Christ 
Uniting”— does  not  assume  existing  “ec¬ 
clesiastical  forms”  have  no  value.  Rath¬ 
er,  it  proposes  numerous  ways  to  enhance 
the  “visible  unity”  of  COCU’s  member 
churches,  including  United  Methodism. 
Thus  persons  outside  the  church  may 
readily  see  that  Christians  are  struggling 
to  exemplify  Jesus’  prayer  that  His  fol¬ 
lowers  "may  all  be  one"  (John  17-20-21). 

The  plan’s  most  basic  recommenda¬ 
tion  is  that  all  members  of  all  COCU-re- 
lated  churches  take  steps  openly  to 
acknowledge  the  validity  of,  and  partici¬ 
pate  in,  each  other’s  expression  of  the 
faith.  For  example,  congregations  might 
regularly  share  the  Lord’s  Supper  and/or 
carry  out  shared  outreach  ministries 
across  denominational  lines. 

The  resulting  “Church  of  Christ  Unit¬ 
ing”  would  not  be  a  ‘‘superchurch. ” 
Rather,  it  would  be  denominations  em¬ 
phasizing  their  essential  unity  rather 
than  their  differences  while  maintaining 
separate  structural  identities. 

We  recommend  that  pastors  and/or 
lay  leaders  obtain  a  copy  of  this  plan  and 
find  ways  to  test  its  proposals  among 
members  of  their  congregations  during 
the  coming  year. 

A  basic  question  for  evaluating  it 
should  be:  "If  this  proposal  were  adopt¬ 
ed,  is  it  more  or  less  likely  to  promote  a 
faith  that  can  ‘save  the  world’?’’ 

(Copies  may  be  obtained  by  writing: 
Consultation  on  Church  Union,  151  Wall 
Street.  Princeton,  NJ  08540-1515.) 
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Here  I  Stand 


Will  6 12-step9  movement  replace  Christianity? 


By  CLAY  OGLESBEE 

Will  "12-step”  groups  like  Alcohol¬ 
ics  Anonymous  replace  Christianity? 

Someone  recently  predicted  that 
they  would  during  the  21st  century. 
When  I  mentioned  that  to  a  friend  of 
mine,  a  woman  in  her  30s  and  a  Chris¬ 
tian,  she  surprised  me. 

She  nodded  and  said,  “I’ve  won¬ 
dered  about  something  like  that.” 

It  turned  out  that  she  had  had  a  son 
in  treatment  for  a  time  and  still  re¬ 
membered  how  significant  a  support 
group  had  been  during  a  time  when 
the  churchgoers  she  knew  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  her  distress  and  (it  seemed  to 
her),  posing  as  a  Sunday  collective  of 
untroubled,  perfected  people. 

Being  a  pastor  in  a  community 
where  many  people  are  either  in  re¬ 
covery  groups  or  should  be,  I  have 
frequently  heard  that  bitter  critique 
of  the  churches  and  other  religious 
groups.  I  have  to  admit  there’s  a  sting 
of  truth  in  what  people  say. 

‘See  how  Christians  love!’ 

Peter  Maurin,  a  founder  of  the 
Catholic  Worker  movement,  wrote 
once  that  “secular”  observers  of  the 
churches  used  to  say,  "See  how  those 
Christians  love  one  another!”  because 
"those  Christians”  gave  so  deeply  of 
themselves,  their  personal  resources 
and  energy. 

They  didn’t  expect  someone  else  to 
take  care  of  problems  of  basic  human 
need  and  spiritual  hunger  as  we  often 
do  today. 

How  shall  we  demonstrate  again  the 
depth  of  our  longings  and  our  care? 

There  was  a  time  in  the  earlier 
years  of  the  Wesleyan  movement  (as 
is  true  of  most  churches  and  religious 
organizations  at  one  season  or  anoth¬ 
er  in  their  history)  when  classes  of 
struggling  people  met  weekly  to  “in¬ 
quire  how  their  souls  prosper  (and)  to 


advise,  reprove,  comfort  or  exhort,  as 
occasion  may  require.”  The  language 
is  archaic,  but  the  intent  is  clear. 

Today  I  think  we  would  call  those 
classes  “recovery”  or  “support” 
groups,  though  not  many  religious 
groups  now  meet  with  that  kind  of  in¬ 
tensity  and  mutual  commitment. 

A.A.  rooted  in  spiritual  groups 

The  irony  in  this  is  that  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  and  the  other  12-step 
groups  are  rooted— in  motive,  form 
and  principles— in  these  older  spiritu¬ 
al  groups  where  people  were  willing 
to  ask  (and  answer  honestly)  how 
their  souls  were  really  prospering  (or 
choking  to  death  on  some  addiction). 

“Ebby  T.,”  a  hopeless  alcoholic  (of 
whom  Carl  Jung  said  there  could  be 
no  recovery  without  a  profound  spiri¬ 
tual  experience),  received  that  help 
through  an  Oxford  Group,  an  evan¬ 
gelical  small-group  movement  active 
in  the  1920s  and  1930s. 

The  principles  of  the  Oxford 
Group— self-examination,  acknowl¬ 
edgment  of  character  defects,  restitu¬ 
tion  of  harm  done  and  mutual 
accountability— were  the  framework 
from  which  Alcoholics  Anonymous’  12 
Steps  developed. 

Where  many  churches  and  other  re¬ 
ligious  groups  are  missing  something 
significant,  I  think,  is  in  their  failure 
to  continue  to  ask  for  (and  to  support 
in  small  groups)  lifestyles  of  deep 
honesty  about  our  souls’  real  issues 
and  real  recoveries. 

We  have  encouraged  and  housed  12- 
step  groups  but  rarely  could  admit  that 
we  as  Christians  and  churches  are  also 
"powerless  over  our  addictions.” 

There  are  some  local  signs  of  hope 
and  recovery. 

In  Minneapolis  the  Institute  for 
Christian  Living  (855  Pennsvl vania 


Ave.  N.,  Golden  Valley,  Minn.  55427), 
founded  in  1981  by  the  Rev.  Vernon 
Bittner,  offers  a  “12  Step  Program 
for  Christian  Living,”  study  books  and 
training  for  group  convenors. 

In  St.  Paul  there  is  even  a  new 
church  forming,  based  upon  a  12-step 
plan  for  spiritual  growth.  The  church 
calls  itself  "the  new  Christianity.” 

Imagine  12-step  Christians 

Imagine  for  a  moment  a  “class”  of 
Christians  and  seekers  gathered 
around  a  program  like  the  “12  Steps 
for  Christian  Living”  prepared  by  the 
Institute  for  Christian  Living.  These 
are  the  steps: 

1. We  admit  that  we  need  God’s 
gift  of  salvation,  that  we  are  pow¬ 
erless  over  certain  areas  of  our 
lives  and  that  our  lives  are  at 
times  sinful  and  unmanageable. 

2.  We  come  to  believe  through  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  a  power  that  came 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
that  is  greater  than  ourselves  can 
transform  our  weaknesses  into 
strengths. 

3.  We  make  a  decision  to  turn  our 
will  and  our  lives  over  to  the  care 
of  Christ  as  we  understand  Him— 
hoping  to  understand  Him  more 
fully. 

4.  We  make  a  searching  and  fear¬ 
less  moral  inventory  of  our¬ 
selves— both  our  strengths  and  our 
weaknesses. 

5.  We  admit  to  Christ,  to  our¬ 
selves  and  to  another  human  being 
the  exact  nature  of  our  sins. 

6.  We  become  entirely  ready  to 
have  Christ  heal  all  of  these  de¬ 
fects  of  character  that  prevent  us 
from  having  a  more  spiritual 
lifestyle. 

7.  We  humbly  ask  Christ  to  trans¬ 
form  all  of  our  shortcomings. 

8.  We  make  a  list  of  all  people  we 


have  harmed  and  become  willing 
to  make  amends  to  them  all. 

9.  We  make  direct  amends  to  such 
people  wherever  possible,  except 
when  to  do  so  would  injure  them  or 
others. 

10.  We  continue  to  take  personal 
inventory  and,  when  we  are  wrong, 
promptly  admit  it  and,  when  we 
are  right,  thank  God  for  His  guid¬ 
ance. 

11.  We  seek  through  prayer  and 
meditation  to  improve  our  con¬ 
scious  contact  with  Christ  as  we 
understand  Him,  praying  for 
knowledge  of  His  will  for  us  and 
the  power  to  carry  that  out. 

12.  Having  experienced  a  new 
sense  of  spirituality  as  a  result  of 
these  steps  and  realizing  that  this 
sense  is  a  gift  of  God’s  grace,  we 
are  willing  to  share  the  message  of 
His  love  and  forgiveness  with  oth¬ 
ers  and  to  practice  these  principles 
for  spiritual  living  in  all  our  af¬ 
fairs. 

I  don’t  see  anything  like  an  inevita¬ 
ble  rivalry  between  religion  and  re¬ 
covery.  Their  mutual  influence  over 
the  years  is  wonderful  to  see  and  both 
are  “earthen  vessels”  bearing  a  too- 
neglected  treasure:  wholeness  and 
new  intimacy  with  ourselves,  with 
others  and  with  God. 

"Here  I  Stand ”  is  a  forum  through 
which  Reporter  readers  may  express 
opinions  and  concerns  about  issues 
facing  the  church.  The  Rev.  Clay 
Oglesbee  is  pastor  of  Simpson  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Minneapolis 
(Minnesota  Annual  Conference). 

Any  reader  may  submit  an  article 
for  consideration  (three  typed,  dou¬ 
ble-spaced  pages  maximum  length)  to 
" Here  I  Stand,"  United  Methodist  Re¬ 
porter,  P.O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Tex¬ 
as  75266-0275. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


6 Just  like  us’  series  on  mental  retardation 


‘hits  nerve’ 


To  the  Editor: 

The  Reporter  finally  hit  a  vital  nerve 
and  brought  up  a  worthwhile  subject  for 
its  readers:  a  place  in  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  for  mentally  retarded  people 
(see  UMR,  Dec.  2,  9  and  16). 

Unfortunately,  the  church  is  as  much 
at  fault  as  our  public  school  system  for 
failing  to  meet  the  needs  of  this  group  of 
God’s  special  children. 

For  too  long  they  have  been  segregat¬ 
ed  and  denied  the  privileges  of  so-called 
normal  society.  We  don’t  comprehend 
just  how  much  these  special  ones  absorb, 
but  we  do  know  how  helping  them  has 
changed  the  lives  of  those  around  them. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  church  to  help  the 
helpless.  It  is  my  belief  that  God  cares 
little  for  the  plant,  the  trappings,  the  rit¬ 
uals,  the  structured  hierarchy,  the  mas¬ 
sive  holdings,  etc. 

He  is  concerned  with  how  we  love  and 
help  our  fellow  human  beings— seen  and 
unseen.  We  have  gone  so  far  astray  from 
the  true  meaning  of  the  church  that  we 
have  lost  its  true  intent. 

Christ  taught  that  we  are  in  the  world 
but  not  of  the  world  if  we  love  Him  and 
also  that  we  are  to  “feed  his  sheep.”  The 
mentally  retarded  are  his  lambs. 

Like  many  other  old-time  Methodists, 
I  am  fatigued  with  hearing  the  issues  of 
sex,  boycotts,  funding  for  committees 
that  waste  time  and  money,  and  confer¬ 
ence  double-talk. 

Let’s  get  back  to  “feeding  our  sheep.” 
Marion  Millard 
Birdsboro,  Pennsylvania 
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Alternative  model  urged 

To  the  Editor: 

It  was  with  great  interest  and  some 
dismay  that  we  read  the  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  titled  “Just  Like  Us:  Mental  Retar¬ 
dation  and  United  Methodists”  (see 
UMR,  Dec.  2,  9  and  16). 

We  would  like  to  examine  the  assump¬ 
tions  underlying  the  model  of  church 
programs  that  the  series  projects. 

We  are  parents  of  a  16-year-old  son, 
Roger,  who  has  Down  Syndrome.  He  at¬ 
tends  a  special  school,  but  he  has  been 
assigned  to  a  regular  high  school  begin¬ 
ning  early  in  1989.  He  attends  a  regular 
Sunday  school  class,  regular  worship  and 
regular  youth  fellowship  at  Clemson 
United  Methodist  Church. 

When  we  first  became  a  part  of  the 
Clemson  community,  it  was  with  consid¬ 
erable  self-doubt  that  we  stubbornly  re¬ 
jected  the  suggestion  that  we  abandon 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  join  a 
nearby  church  that  provided  a  special 
Sunday  school  class. 

Instead,  we  asked  the  staff  of  the 
Clemson  United  Methodist  Church  to 
work  with  us  to  find  appropriate  pro¬ 
grams  for  Roger. 

Now,  Roger  has  special  friends,  not 
special  classes. 

We  have  found  that  integrated,  age-ap¬ 
propriate  classes  have  been  the  best  pos¬ 
sible  thing  for  Roger’s  development. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  the  real  benefi¬ 
ciaries  of  Roger’s  participation  in  the 
programs  of  the  church  have  been  the 
non-disabled  children  and  youths. 

We  have  noticed  poignant  instances  of 
the  youths  reaching  out  to  help  and  en¬ 
courage  Roger.  At  the  same  time  we  ob¬ 
serve  a  reduced  tendency  to  engage  in 
harsh  teasing  of  each  other  about  small 
differences  that  the  regular  youths  may 
exhibit  (e.g.  acne,  height,  etc.). 

It  is  understandable  that  special  pro¬ 
grams  might  be  viewed  as  a  special  mis¬ 
sion  of  the  church.  However,  it  is  through 
opening  our  programs  to  all  people  that 
we  are  able  to  examine  our  own  disciple- 
ship  at  close  hand. 

We  would  hope  that  an  integrated 


model  of  ministry  would  prove  as  effec¬ 
tive  for  other  churches  as  it  has  been  for 
us.  We  would  suggest  that  careful  recon¬ 
sideration  be  given  to  any  ministry  based 
on  special  classes,  special  fellowship  or 
“target  churches.” 

Barbara  and  Jim  Lea  thrum 
Clemson,  South  Carolina 

Series  touched  my  heart 

To  the  Editor: 

The  recent  series  on  mental  retarda¬ 
tion  touched  my  heart. 

My  daughter-in-law  teaches  retarded 
children.  We  live  nearly  100  miles  apart, 
so  I’m  not  able  to  visit  her  classroom  as 
often  as  I  should  like.  When  I  do,  t  am 
greeted  with  hugs,  even  from  children  I 
haven’t  seen  before.  They  are  smiling, 
happy  and  proud  of  their  achievements. 
Each  one  learns  at  his  or  her  own  rate. 

When  I  attend  the  Special  Olympics  in 
Salina,  I  stand  there  with  a  lump  in  my 
throat  watching  the  gallantry,  courage 
and  sportsmanship  of  all  as  they  com¬ 
pete  in  races.  There  is  no  rivalry.  The 
last  child  to  come  in  is  greeted  with  the 
same  shouts  and  cheers  of  encourage¬ 
ment  as  the  first  one. 

We  can  all  learn  much  about  love, 
courage  and  sportsmanship  from  these 
people  we  call  “handicapped.”  They  are 
truly  “special”  people. 

Margaret  Aspegren 
Burr  Oak,  Kansas 

‘I’m  glad  I  was  part  of  that’ 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  with  a  great  deal  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  the  recent  series  of  articles  concern¬ 
ing  the  evident  failure  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  to  respond  to  the  needs 
of  those  with  mental  retardation. 

I  couldn’t  help  wanting  to  share  our 
experience  with  Reporter  readers. 

In  the  early  1960s  I  returned  home 
from  making  a  call  on  a  family  with  a 
retarded  teen-age  child.  We  had  several 
in  the  congregation  with  similar  prob¬ 
lems.  The  mother  was  very  apologetic 
for  their  failure  to  attend  church. 

I  declared  to  my  wife  with  a  great 


Pontius'  Puddle 


deal  of  vehemence  that  if  we  could  run  a 
Sunday  school  class  for  two  little  old  la¬ 
dies,  we  could  run  a  class  for  two  chil¬ 
dren  with  learning  disabilities. 

My  next  obvious  step  was  to  go  the  lo¬ 
cal  ministerium  and  propose  that  we 
start  a  community,  ecumenical  Sunday 
school  class  for  mentally  retarded  chil¬ 
dren.  The  group  thought  it  a  good  idea,  so 
guess  who  got  the  job  of  doing  it! 

Our  research  revealed  that,  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge,  there  was  only  one 
other  such  class  in  all  of  Western  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  There  were  next  to  no  aids  or 
materials  available  to  help  teachers 
know  what  to  do  and  what  to  teach. 

About  the  only  requirement  that  we 
had  for  attendance  was  that  the  child- 
in  some  cases  they  were  actually 
adults— be  toilet  trained. 

Obviously  we  had  to  find  space  in  the 
church  with  easy  access  and  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  restrooms  and  where  the  chil¬ 
dren  wouldn’t  be  subjected  to  ridicule  or 
embarrassment  from  other  students. 

The  class  required  about  one  teacher  for 
every  two  students.  We  endeavored  to 
make  them  a  part  of  the  program  of  the 
church.  They  participated  in  such  things  as 
the  Christmas  program  along  with  all  the 
other  children.  We  even  had  a  class  for 
them  during  Vacation  Bible  School. 


I  tried  to  visit  the  class  regularly  to 
see  how  things  were  going.  I  would  come 
home  and  tell  my  wife  that  I  wasn’t  sure 
which  of  us  were  normal,  for  the  chil¬ 
dren  were  loving  and  grateful,  and  I 
knew  that  was  the  way  God  intended  for 
all  of  us  to  be. 

Every  pastor  has  a  few  high  points  in 
his  ministry  that  he  looks  back  on  and 
says,  “I’m  glad  I  was  a  part  of  that.” 
Such  a  one  was  that  class  for  me. 

V.E.  Maybray 
Indiana,  Pennsylvania 

Lack  of  support  felt 

To  the  Editor: 

We  have  been  reading  with  interest  the 
recent  series  of  articles  in  the  Reporter 
on  ministry  to  the  mentally  retarded. 

As  others  have  expressed,  we,  too,  feel 
a  lack  of  support  from  our  congregation. 
We  could  use  help.  Everyone  says,  “It’s 
so  wonderful  what  you  do,”  but  no  one 
volunteers.  I  am  planning  to  challenge 
our  youth  group  to  think  about  becoming 
“peer  tutors”— just  friends. 

It  could  be  an  outreach  for  them  right 
here,  and  they  wouldn’t  even  have  to 
raise  money  for  it  as  they  do  for  other 
mission  projects. 

Betty  Kellogg 
Englewood,  Colorado 


Explaining  Santa  Claus 

To  the  Editor: 

I  read  the  Dec.  9  “Here  I  Stand”  arti¬ 
cle  headlined,  “Let’s  worship  Jesus  at 
Christmas,  not  Santa,”  and  I  feel  there  is 
another  side. 

There  is  a  place  for  Santa  in  Christmas, 
and  much  is  up  to  the  parents  as  they 
train  their  children  during  that  season. 

We  taught  ours,  when  they  neared  the 
doubting  age,  that  there  is  a  Santa,  that 
it  is  the  spirit  of  giving  taught  by  Jesus 
and  that  we  can  and  should  all  be  Santa 
to  someone  else.  That  person  may  be 
someone  we  love,  someone  in  need, 
someone  alone,  etc. 

We  don’t  necessarily  have  to  receive 
credit  for  our  gift  personally.  Therefore, 
gifts  can  be  given  anonymously  “from 
Santa.” 

As  for  the  long  lists  children  bring  to 
Santa,  that  too  is  the  fault  of  parents. 
Children  must  be  taught  that,  with  the 
thousands  of  children  Santa  supposedly 
serves,  no  one  should  be  greedy. 

During  the  Advent  period  we  empha¬ 
size  the  Christ  child  in  church.  On  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  we  always,  as  many  others  do, 
have  a  birthday  cake  just  for  Jesus.  The 
children  gather  round  it,  sing  “Happy 
Birthday,  Dear  Jesus,”  and  blow  out  the 
candles— a  regular  tradition. 

Christmas  is  for  children,  but  we  must 
help  them  understand  its  full  meaning. 

Virginia  T.  Marsteller 
Jarrettsville,  Maryland 


On  the  UMR  Beat 


Methodism’s  ‘Mr.  Evangelism ’  would  be  proud 


"Brother  Harry”  would  be  proud  but 
not  surprised. 

Harry  Denman,  the  late  Methodist  lay 
evangelist,  would  beam  over  the  naming 
of  the  Rev.  H.  Eddie  Fox  as  new  world 
evangelism  director  for  the  World  Meth¬ 
odist  Council  (see  UMR,  Dec.  16).  He’s 
one  of  the  bright  young  guys  who  entered 
Methodist  evangelistic  work  at  about  the 
time  Denman  was  leaving  it. 

"Mr.  Evangelism”— he  never  referred 
to  himself  that  way— retired  23  years 
ago  as  head  of  evangelism  for  The  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

Stories  about  him  are  legendary— his 
incessant  travels,  his  one  rumpled  suit, 
his  indifference  to  worldly  possessions, 
his  “pray  for  me”  admonishments  to  ev¬ 
eryone  he  met,  and  on  and  on. 

One  of  his  great  gifts  was  the  ability  to 
spot  potential  in  people  and  hire  them, 
even  if  he  didn’t  have  a  specific  job  in 
mind  at  the  time. 

Harry  Denman  went  to  Nashville  in 
1938  with  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to 
head  what  has  been  described  as  “a  little 
department  of  evangelism.” 
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Here’s  an  admittedly  incomplete  list¬ 
ing  of  those  he  discovered  and  what  they 
went  on  to  become: 

7  The  Rev.  Joseph  R.  Hale,  General 
Secretary,  World  Methodist  Council. 

7  The  Rev.  Lawrence  L.  Lacour,  re¬ 
tired  from  a  distinguished  pastorate  in 
Colorado  and,  later,  from  the  staff  of 
Oral  Roberts  University  School  of  Theol¬ 
ogy  and  Mission  in  Tulsa,  Okla. 

7  The  Rev.  W.  Maurice  King,  super¬ 


intendent,  Canton  District,  East  Ohio  An¬ 
nual  Conference. 

7  The  Rev.  M.  Paul  Learning,  pastor, 
St.  James  United  Methodist  Church,  Tulsa. 

7  The  Rev.  George  E.  Morris,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  in  the  Arthur  J.  Moore 
Chair  of  Evangelism,  Candler  School  of 
Theology,  Emory  University,  Atlanta. 

7  The  Rev.  Charles  D.  Whittle,  senior 
pastor,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
Abilene,  Texas. 

7  The  Rev.  Edward  P.  Beck,  pastor, 
Sunrise  United  Methodist  Church,  Colo¬ 
rado  Springs,  Colo. 

/  The  Rev.  George  G.  Hunter  HI, 
dean,  School  of  Evangelism,  Asbury 
Theological  Seminary,  Wilmore,  Ky. 

Ask  any  of  them  what  was  most  appre¬ 
ciated  about  Brother  Harry,  and  the 
probable  answer  is  that  Denman  left 
them  alone  to  dream  and  explore  and 
create. 

Part  of  that  exploration  was  the  right 
to  spot  promising  folks  like  Eddie  Fox 
and  to  hire  them  as  a  “second  genera¬ 
tion”  of  evangelists. 

Denman  was  a  social  instigator,  too. 


Every  so  often,  the  story  goes,  Brother 
Harry  would  “join”  a  black  church.  He 
didn't  bother  with  the  formality  of  trans¬ 
ferring  membership;  he  simply  wanted 
to  register  solidarity. 

"Slave  driver,"  some  colleagues  called 
him,  but  they  quickly  add  that  he  drove 
himself  as  hard  as  he  drove  others. 

"Shrewd”  is  another  descriptive.  Den¬ 
man,  so  it  is  said,  would  write  letters  to 
staff  members’  wives,  thanking  them  for 
their  patience  while  their  husbands  had 
been  away  on  the  evangelism  road. 

More  often  than  not,  Harry  Denman 
would  spend  Christmas  day  in  jail,  visit¬ 
ing  people  who  might  not  otherwise  have 
visitors  and  refusing  invitations  to  join 
staff  members’  families  for  the  holidays. 
He  had  a  nose  for  need. 

There  may  not  be  room  in  today’s 
church  for  holy  eccentrics  like  Harry 
Denman,  but  I  hope  there  is. 

We’re  the  richer  for  having  such  peo¬ 
ple,  particularly  Brother  Harry  whose 
influence  continues  even  unto  the  second 
generation  of  those  whose  lives  he 
touched. 

—JOHN  A.  LOVELACE 


Know  your  Bible? 

Find  the  location  in  the  Bible — 
book,  chapter,  verge — of  the  following: 

“When  I  bring  clouds  over  the 
earth  and  the  bow  is  seen  in  the 
clouds,  I  will  remember  my  cove¬ 
nant,  which  is  between  me  and  you 
and  every  living  creature  of  all  flesh; 
and  the  waters  shall  never  again  be¬ 
come  a  flood  to  destroy  all  flesh.” 

Book  Chapter  Verge 


(Last  week’s  answer:  Luke  2:14) 

Readings  for  week  of  Jan.  1 
Monday:  Psalms  111:1-10 
Tuegday:  1  Samuel  2:1-10 
Wednesday:  1  Samuel  18-20,26 
Thursday:  Luke  2:22-35 
Friday:  Luke  2:41-52 
Saturday:  Colossians  3:1-11 
Sunday:  Colossians  3:12-17 
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By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

DALLAS— Nan  and  Philip  Mitchell, 
members  of  St.  John’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Baltimore,  are  serving  in  a  local 
church-sponsored  mission  in  San  Juan  de 
Limay,  Nicaragua. 

As  a  pharmacist,  Mrs.  Mitchell  said, 
she  has  made  a  career  measuring  medi¬ 
cations  to  heal  the  sick.  She  said  her  call¬ 
ing  is  also  to  “help  heal  others  in  the 
body  of  Christ.” 

Her  husband,  Philip,  is  a  former  ad¬ 
vertising  executive  now  assisting  Nica¬ 
raguans  in  leadership  development.  He 
said  he  left  his  job  because  he  “was  tired 
of  distorting  the  truth  to  get  people  to 
see  something  they  should  buy.” 

Now,  after  three  years  in  that  work,  the 
Mitchells  want  to  become  not  just  United 
Methodists  in  mission  but  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionaries  under  auspices  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Board  of  Global  Ministries.  So  the 
couple  left  the  poor  community  they  serve 
in  Nicaragua  and  flew  to  Dallas. 

The  Mitchells  were  among  27  candi¬ 
dates  attending  a  recent  weeklong  re¬ 
treat  to  introduce  applicants  to  mission 
vocations  with  the  United  Methodist  mis¬ 
sion  board.  These  retreats  are  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  the  board’s  Mission  Personnel 
Resources  Program  Department. 

Ray  Wagner,  staff  executive  who  assists 
with  the  missionary  selection,  said  the  en¬ 
tire  process— from  application  to  commis¬ 
sioning— can  take  nine  to  18  months. 

Mr.  Wagner  said  the  first  things  people 
should  consider  if  they  want  to  become 
missionaries  are  these  requirements  for 
missionary  service: 

•  Christian  experience. 

•  Intercultural /ethnic  experience. 

•  Personal  and  interpersonal  skills. 
•Professional  competency /life  expe¬ 
rience. 

•  Good  physical  and  emotional  health. 

Application  is  six  pages  long 

To  be  invited  to  a  mission  vocation 
event,  a  candidate  must  complete  the 
written  application. 

“Note  that  I  didn’t  specify  United 
Methodist  candidate,”  said  Mr.  Wagner. 
“That’s  because  you  don’t  have  to  be  a 
United  Methodist  to  be  a  United  Method¬ 
ist  missionary.  As  long  as  you  are  a 
Christian  and  a  member  of  a  local 
church,  you  can  apply.” 

Mr.  Wagner  said  that  merely  complet¬ 
ing  the  paperwork  sometimes  takes 
longer  than  most  people  expect.  That’s 
because  the  application  is  six  pages  long. 

The  board  asks  the  applicant's  concept 
of  mission  and  for  a  list  of  the  crucial  is¬ 
sues  facing  Christians  today.  Other  ques¬ 
tions  want  information  on  skills,  work 
experience,  educational  training  and 
knowledge  of  a  language. 

Candidates  must  also  supply  refer¬ 
ences  from  six  people,  one  of  whom 
should  be  their  local  pastor. 

“There  are  no  set  answers  for  these 


Couple  helping  poor  people  in  Nicaragua  typical  of  those  applying  for  long-term  service 


questions,”  Mr.  Wagner  said.  “This  is  not 
a  pass/fail  situation.  We  are  not  only  in¬ 
terested  in  what  the  person  says  but  how 
they  say  it.  Social  issues  may  be  differ¬ 
ent  from  each  person’s  perspective.” 

Lack  of  foreign  language  skills  doesn’t 
affect  a  candidate’s  selection,  Mr.  Wag¬ 
ner  said. 

“But  it  helps  us  know  if  the  person  can 
speak  the  language  of  the  people  he  or  she 
will  serve,”  he  said.  “If  they  don’t  know  a 
second  language,  we  have  classes  to  help 
them  during  the  six-month  training.” 

After  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries  re¬ 
ceives  written  applications,  it  invites  the 
most  promising  applicants  to  a  mission 
vocation  event.  Candidates  must  consent 
to  spend  one  full  week  at  the  event,  with 
expenses  covered  by  the  mission  board. 

Activities  at  the  event  consist  of  inter¬ 
views,  psychology  testing,  worship  and 
Bible  study.  Twelve  plenary  sessions 
cover  such  topics  as  theology  of  mission, 
evangelism  and  mission,  racism/sexism, 
faces  of  poverty  in  the  United  States  and 
global  economics. 

Candidates  hear  UM  missionaries  an¬ 
swer  the  basic  question,  “What’s  it  like  to 
be  a  United  Methodist  missionary?” 

During  the  entire  week,  a  selection  com¬ 
mittee,  consisting  of  staff  executives  from 
the  board’s  World  Program  Division,  Na¬ 
tional  Program  Division  and  Mission  Per¬ 


sonnel  Resources  department  as  well  as 
elected  mission  board  directors,  observes 
the  candidates.  Each  person  on  the  selec¬ 
tion  committee  has  read  each  application 
and  has  had  a  chance  to  size  up  each  per¬ 
son’s  strengths  and  weaknesses. 

Applicants  have  questions,  too 

Applicants  attending  the  seven-day 
meeting  at  Highland  Park  United  Method¬ 
ist  Church  in  Dallas  also  had  a  chance  to 
question  mission-board  staff  members. 

Their  questions  included:  “What  are 
our  evangelism  expectations?  How  im¬ 
portant  is  the  difference  between  a  tradi¬ 
tional  missionary  and  being  a  social 
activist?  Why  can  UM  missionaries  go 
into  some  countries  and  not  others?” 

The  Rev.  Alford  W.W.  Alphonse,  World 
Division  executive  for  Latin  American 
and  Caribbean  Ministries,  explained  to 
candidates  that  the  issue  of  missionary 
evangelism  is  always  a  question  for  the 
UM  mission  board  (see  UMR,  Dec.  23). 

“Constantly  we  are  trying  to  show 
what  evangelism  is  versus  social  action," 
he  said. 

“Whether  you  are  teaching  or  in  agricul¬ 
ture  or  in  medicine,  if  the  missionary  has 
clearly  in  his  or  her  mind  what  the  moti¬ 
vation  is,  and  what  we  are  coming  from  as 
we  teach  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel, 


PHOTO  BY  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

DALLAS— Mission  Personnel  Resource  staff  executive  Anna  Soltero 
(left)  examines  a  Scripture  lesson  with  Patricia  Magyar,  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Phoenix,  during  a  mission  vocation  event  in  Dallas. 
Mrs.  Magyar  and  her  husband,  Sarg,  have  applied  for  missionary  service 
through  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


Psychologist  screens  candidates 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

DALLAS— A  United  Methodist  clinical 
psychologist  who  screens  applicants  for 
missionary  service  says,  “The  bottom 
line  of  all  the  screening  and  testing  is  to 
nurture  the  prospective  missionary.” 

The  Rev.  John  E.  Hinkle  Jr.,  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill.,  has  been  do¬ 
ing  missionary  interviews  for  the  Gener¬ 
al  Board  of  Global  Ministries  since  1987. 
As  of  the  end  of  1988,  he  has  interviewed 
100  missionary  candidates. 

“One  reason  I  am  excited  about  the 
missionary  interview  process  is  that  I 
am  concerned  about  each  candidate’s 
psychological  fitness,”  he  said. 

“When  I  was  a  missionary  for  four 
years  in  the  Philippines,  I  saw  some 
problems  other  families  had  that  could 
have  been  avoided.  We  just  want  to  let 
the  candidates  know  that  if  some  things 
are  present,  you  will  have  significant  dif¬ 
ficulty  as  a  missionary.” 

Dr.  Hinkle  said  he  has  each  candidate 
answer  1,200  questions  during  the  inter¬ 
view.  From  that  test,  he  makes  a  written 
report  on  each  applicant — individuals  and 


couples.  He  then  meets  the  candidates  and 
gives  them  feedback  on  their  test  results. 

“For  example,  people  who  are  overly 
serious  about  themselves  and  their  life 
and  their  calling  may  get  depressed  be¬ 
ing  a  missionary,”  he  said.  “You  have  to 
have  a  sense  of  humor  to  get  relief  from 
the  intensity  of  your  approach  and  task.” 

Dr.  Hinkle’s  questions  assess  the  appli¬ 
cant’s  degree  of  psychological  flexibility, 
unified  motivational  energies,  openness 
and  sensitivity  to  others,  and  integration 
of  religious  and  vocational  perspective. 

“The  need  for  this  kind  of  assessment  is 
so  gripping,”  he  said.  “If  anybody  feels 
called  to  be  a  missionary,  they  should  go. 
Theirs  is  the  inner  call  and  the  ecclesiasti¬ 
cal  call,  but  the  church  has  to  call  as  well. 

“If  they  don’t  want  to  test  this  process 
in  the  community,  they  could  go  on  their 
own.  Any  United  Methodist  can  do  that. 
But  if  they  say,  ‘I  want  the  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  to  send  me,’  then  they 
must  be  screened  and  tested.” 

Candidates  must  show  that  they  have 
an  ability  to  live  with  ambiguity,  since 
some  missionaries  live  in  an  environ- 


the  message  will  come  across. 

“I  think  that  if  you  are  clear  in  your 
own  mind  why  you  are  doing  this  as  you 
minister  and  teach,  people  will  know  that 
you  are  doing  it  out  of  the  love  of  Christ.” 

Dr.  Alphonse  told  the  group  that  the 
mission  vocation  event  in  Dallas  was  his 
second.  During  the  first  one,  he  said  he  had 
seen  people  "shaken  up  by  the  process." 

“People  don’t  realize  what  is  involved  in 
the  selection  process,”  said  Dr.  Alphonse. 
“People  don’t  understand  why  we  only  go 
into  certain  countries  or  why  certain  ques¬ 
tions  are  on  the  application  or  why  the  test 
results  show  it  will  be  very  difficult  to 
adapt  to  being  a  missionary.” 

At  the  end  of  the  week,  candidates  were 
given  the  selection  process  timetable. 

If  they  are  approved,  they  would  re¬ 
ceive  letters  by  the  end  of  December. 

If  they  are  deferred,  they  must  accom¬ 
plish  certain  follow-up  activities,  such  as 
counseling  sessions,  before  they  can  be 
approved. 

Elected  Global  Ministries  directors 
then  vote  on  candidates  at  the  board’s 
spring  meeting.  Assignments  are  given 
to  those  approved,  and  the  missionary  is 
finally  commissioned. 


ILLUSTRATE  YOUR  CHURCH 

Celebrate  your  church’s  anniversary  with  a  commissioned  pen  and  ink  montage 
illustrating  key  persons  and  events  in  its  history.  This  unique  piece  of  art  can  be  used 
for  memorials,  brochure  covers  or  sold  locally  as  limited-edition,  fine  art  prints. 

The  artist  is  Tom  Gibson,  coordinator  of  Mission  Communications,  a  division  of  the 
United  Methodist  Reporter  that  offers  a  variety  of  specialized  Christian  communica¬ 
tion  functions.  Mr.  Gibson  is  an  accomplished  illustrator  with  over  19  years  of 
professional  experience.  He  will  work  with  you  to  capture  and  personalize  your 
congregation’s  unique  spirit. 

Call  today  and  discuss  this  exceptional  opportunity  to  make  your  church’s  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  or  other  special  observance  more  meaningful.  Mr.  Gibson  is  also 
available  to  design  other  illustrations  for  letterheads,  logos,  brochures,  etc. 


MISSION  COMMUNICATIONS  (214)  630-6495 


Application  process 

for  United  Methodist  missionary  service 

•  Inquiry 

•  Application 

•  Interviews,  screening  and  affirmation  by  Mission  Personnel 

Resources  Program  Department,  World  Program  Division 
and  National  Program  Division 

•  Committee  selection 

•  Approval  by  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  directors 

•  Placement* 

•  Preparation  and  training 

•  Commissioning 

•  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  pastors,  college  and  high  school  educators,  and 
medical  personnel  Many  of  these  missionaries  are  placed  faster  than  others 


As  Nan  Mitchell  prepared  for  her  trip 
back  to  Nicaragua,  she  said  she  still  wanted 
to  become  a  United  Methodist  missionary. 

“I  think  this  week  has  made  me  more 
confident  that  I  am  ready  to  become  a 
United  Methodist  missionary,”  Mrs. 


Mitchell  said.  “By  taking  the  risks  I  have 
taken,  I  have  shown  that,  through  my 
faith,  I  will  let  myself  be  transformed. 

“Whatever  happens,  I  will  continue  to 
open  up  and  share  in  the  suffering  that  is 
critical  to  Christian  commitment.” 


Missions 9  tumultuous  year 

Changing  guard,  fiscal  woes  take  toll  on  agency 


ment  where  they  cannot  predict  changes 
in  their  lives,  Dr.  Hinkle  said. 

“Home  missionary  service  is  just  the 
same  as  overseas  service  in  this  respect 
because  people  are  crossing  ethnic 
groups  or  other  cultural  lines,”  he  said. 

-DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 

Agency  steps  up 
efforts  to  recruit 
blacks,  ethnics 

By  BRENDA  WEBBER 
United  Methodist  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  world  mission  board  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  plan  to  increase  the  number  of 
black  United  Methodist  missionaries. 

A  total  of  25  black  church  leaders, 
missionaries,  board  directors  and  offi¬ 
cials  of  black  United  Methodist-related 
colleges  and  institutions  met  in  New 
York  last  month  for  the  first  of  four 
churchwide  consultations  on  ethnic  mi¬ 
nority  recruitment  for  mission  service. 

According  to  Sheila  Flemming,  asso¬ 
ciate  general  secretary  of  the  board’s 
Mission  Personnel  Resources  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  consultation  provided  enough 
information  to  develop  a  model  for  re¬ 
cruiting  mission  personnel  on  confer¬ 
ence,  district  and  local  church  levels,  as 
well  as  in  higher  education.” 

Ms.  Flemming’s  department  recruits 
and  places  missionaries  in  the  United 
States  and  overseas. 

The  session  dealt  with  black  percep¬ 
tions  of  mission  and  problems  black  mis¬ 
sionaries  face,  including  racism. 

"Racism  is  everywhere,  but  one  has  to 
decide  if  one  wants  to  follow  Christ,” 
said  the  Rev.  Marian  Grier,  a  missionary 
to  Liberia. 

Participants  also  examined  ways  the 
church  can  direct  young  blacks  to  con¬ 
sider  mission  work  as  a  vocation. 

Mission  positions  with  the  board  range 
from  doctors,  pastors  and  teachers  to  pi¬ 
lots,  civil  engineers,  community  develop¬ 
ers  and  refugee  resettlement  workers. 

Wilfred  Mayfield,  director  of  grants 
and  contracts  at  Rust  College,  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  said  those  vocational  op¬ 
portunities  remain  largely  unexplored. 

The  group  outlined  a  plan  for  involv¬ 
ing  church  leaders— from  local  pastors 
to  bishops— to  help  motivate  and  inform 
blacks,  particularly  college  students, 
about  the  benefits  of  mission  work. 

“We  expect  our  youth  to  be  doctors 
and  lawyers,  so  we  should  expect  them 
to  be  in  mission,  too,”  said  Connie  Mitch¬ 
ell,  a  mission  board  director. 

The  remaining  three  consultations  will 
focus  on  Native  Americans,  Asians  and 
Hispanics. 


By  GLEN  LARUM 

and  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writers 

Changings  of  the  guard  near  the  top,  a 
fiscal  crisis  in  the  National  Program  Di¬ 
vision  and  disasters  a’plenty  for  the  re¬ 
lief  department  highlighted  1988 
developments  at  United  Methodism’s 
largest  program  board. 

There  was  also,  near  year’s  end,  a  pro¬ 
posed  redirection  that  could  influence 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries’ 
entire  operations. 

In  early  January,  the  staff  exodus  began 
as  the  Rev.  Rene  O.  Bideaux  announced 
his  resignation,  effective  June  30,  as  head 
of  the  National  Program  Division. 

The  post  was  filled  in  October  by  the 
Rev.  Brian  Fetterman,  a  Pennsylvania 
pastor. 

2  other  executives  leave 

In  late  March,  two  other  top-level  mis¬ 
sion  board  executives— Dr.  Peggy  Bill¬ 
ings,  in  her  fifth  year  as  head  of  the 
World  Program  Division,  and  the  Rev. 
John  A.  Murdock,  in  his  15th  year  as 
head  of  the  board’s  health  and  welfare 
ministries— were  informed  that  they 
wouldn’t  be  renominated. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Germany,  Dr.  Bill¬ 
ings’  top  assistant,  was  appointed  as  her 
interim  successor.  Cathie  Lyons,  a  depart¬ 
ment  executive,  is  serving  as  interim 
health  and  welfare  head.  The  board  contin¬ 
ues  to  search  for  permanent  successors. 

In  August,  the  Rev.  Randolph  W.  Nu¬ 
gent,  chief  executive  of  the  mission  board, 
announced  that  both  Dr.  Billings  and  Dr. 
Murdock  would  head  special  projects 
funded  by  the  agency. 

Fiscal  problems  surface 

In  August,  fiscal  problems  came  to 
light  within  the  board,  primarily  within 
the  National  Division.  In  response,  the 
National  Division  cut  11  executive  and 
six  clerical  jobs  and  slashed  its  budget 
by  at  least  $2  million. 

However,  those  cuts  weren’t  enough  to 
bring  the  division’s  budget  into  the  black. 
When  the  National  Division  met  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  elected  directors  approved  $400,000 
in  additional  cuts  to  balance  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  1988  budget. 

Newly  elected  directors  vowed  to 
make  sure  the  overspending  wouldn’t 
happen  again. 

Beginning  next  week,  the  National  Di¬ 
vision  will  adopt  new  guidelines  of  fiscal 
accountability,  some  mandated  by  the 


Global  Ministries  Women's  Division.  The 
Women’s  Division  is  a  primary  financial 
support  of  both  the  board’s  World  and 
National  program  divisions. 

Relief  committee  responds  often 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  making  plans  for  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  in  1990,  was  called  on  again  and 
again  during  1988  to  aid  victims  of  a  se¬ 
ries  of  disasters  that  left  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  in  need  of  emergen¬ 
cy  relief  help. 

The  relief  agency  responded  to  an  out¬ 
break  of  tribal  violence  in  Burundi  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Africa;  an  earthquake  that  caused 
havoc  along  the  Nepal-India  border;  per¬ 
sistent  flooding  and  a  vicious  cyclone  that 
tormented  hapless  Bangladesh;  hurricanes 
that  hammered  the  Caribbean  islands, 
Mexico  and  Central  America,  and  the  re¬ 
cent  earthquake  that  devastated  the  tiny 
Soviet  republic  of  Armenia. 

Panel  focuses  on  evangelism 

A  newly  created  Mission  Evangelism 


Committee  began  focusing  in  on  what  its 
members  said  should  be  the  heart  of  all  the 
board’s  programs — mission  evangelism. 

Mission  evangelism  is  described  by  the 
committee  as  the  effort  to  see  that,  by 
God’s  grace,  “people  receive  and  are 
changed  by  the  Gospel,  churches  are 
formed  and  nurtured,  and  communities 
are  transformed.” 

The  committee,  during  an  early  De¬ 
cember  retreat,  outlined  a  proposal  say¬ 
ing  that  no  matter  what  else  United 
Methodist  missionaries  are  sent  to  do,  all 
should  be  trained  and  motivated  to  tell 
people  about  Jesus. 

The  mission  evangelism  proposal  is  to 
be  presented  in  April  to  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries’  next  meeting. 

The  Women’s  Division  in  1988  reclaimed 
Scarritt  College’s  10.5-acre  campus  in 
Nashville,  site  of  the  96-year-old  former 
graduate  school  historically  linked  to  Meth¬ 
odist  women’s  missionary  organizations. 

Women’s  Division  directors  renamed 
the  campus  Scarritt-Bennett  Center  and 
announced  plans  to  use  it  as  a  lay  mis¬ 
sion  training  site. 


UM  bishop  heads  panel 
studying  NCC  overhaul 


By  GUSTAV  SPOHN 
Religious  News  Service 

NEW  YORK— The  National  Council  of 
Churches  has  appointed  a  special  “Com¬ 
mittee  of  15”  and  charged  it  with  making 
recommendations  on  directions  the  ecu¬ 
menical  body  should  take  at  a  time  of  di¬ 
minishing  support  and  influence. 

Formation  of  the  committee  was  autho¬ 
rized  by  the  Council’s  Governing  Board  in 
November  after  the  board  concluded,  with 
alarm,  that  a  four-year  effort  at  restruc¬ 
turing  the  council  had  failed. 

The  charge  of  the  newly  named  panel, 
headed  by  United  Methodist  Bishop  Mel¬ 
vin  Talbert  of  San  Francisco,  is  to  sug¬ 
gest  ways  of  coping  with  what  has  been 
increasingly  referred  to  in  National 
Council  circles  as  a  “crisis”  situation. 

A  report  issued  at  the  Tarrytown, 
N.Y.,  meeting  indicated  that  solutions 
are  likely  to  require  “radical  changes  in 
the  current  structures,  styles  and  means 
of  financing  the  NCC.” 

The  most  visible  manifestation  of  the 
council’s  difficulties,  perhaps,  is  financial, 
where  the  real  value  of  contributions  from 


the  NCC’s  32  member  denominations  has 
dropped  by  53  percent  since  1975. 

TTie  council  projects  a  $670,000  budget 
shortfall  this  year  and  has  set  in  motion  a 
series  of  staff  layoffs  and  office  closings  to 
offset  the  erosion  of  its  financial  base. 

The  committee  is  to  issue  a  report  to 
the  council’s  Governing  Board  at  its  May 
1989  meeting. 

Eleven  of  the  council’s  members,  in¬ 
cluding  Joyce  Sohl,  treasurer  of  the 
Women's  Division  of  the  United  Method¬ 
ist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  were 
named  to  the  panel. 

Bishop  Talbert  said  he  accepted  the 
appointment  to  head  the  committee  be¬ 
cause  of  the  “high  commitment”  of  his 
church’s  Council  of  Bishops  to  the  work 
of  the  National  Council. 

According  to  Bishop  Talbert,  United 
Methodist  bishops  met  shortly  before 
Thanksgiving  and  “agreed  that  we  need 
the  NCC  in  our  time  as  never  before.” 

“This  is  no  time  to  discuss  whether  the 
Council  should  or  should  not  exist,”  said 
the  bishop. 


PHOTO  COURTESY  OF  ST.  LUKE  S  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH 

Church  celebrates  Christmas  with  new  hymnals 

HOUSTON— Even  though  they  have  gathered  around  a  Christmas  tree,  the  check  that  the  Rev.  James  W.  Moore,  se¬ 
nior  pastor  of  8,274-member  St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church  (second  from  right),  is  handing  Robert  K.  Feaster  isn't 
a  holiday  gift.  Dr.  Feaster,  chief  executive  of  the  UM  Publishing  House  in  Nashville,  is  accepting  $15,463.02  for  1,300 
copies  of  the  new,  960-page  United  Methodist  hymnals  to  be  delivered  next  fall.  Robert  C.  Bennett  (left),  minister  of  mu¬ 
sic  at  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  and  Houston  attorney  W.  Randolph  Smith,  a  member  of  the  congregation,  are  more  than  just  in¬ 
terested  bystanders.  They  were  members  of  the  denomination's  Hymnal  Revision  Committee,  which  spent  nearly  four 
years  revising  the  1966  version. 
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The  word  for  1988  was  ‘compromise’ 


United  Methodists  came  together  on  4 middle  ground 9  on  many  issues 


By  GLEN  LARUM 
Associate  Editor 

When  1988  dawned,  most  United  Meth¬ 
odists  would  have  predicted  a  year  filled 
with  fireworks. 

The  9.7-million-member  denomination 
was  simmering  with  controversy  as  it 
headed  toward  its  quadrennial  General 
Conference  policy-making  session  in  St. 
Louis. 

Debate  was  intense  on  issues  ranging 
from  doctrinal  focus  to  the  language  of  a 
new  hymnal  to  a  church  stance  on  homo¬ 
sexuality.  Even  a  bold  mission  proposal 
to  create  a  first-ever,  four-year  United 
Methodist  university  on  the  African  con¬ 
tinent  had  its  detractors. 

But  the  predicted  explosions  never 
happened.  Instead  of  controversy,  there 
was  compromise. 

‘Middle  ground’  reached 

The  ‘‘St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch”  may 
have  summed  it  up  best  in  this  May  7 
headline:  ‘‘In  the  end,  Methodists  come 
together  on  the  middle  ground.” 

"Post-Dispatch”  religion  writer  Pamela 
Schaeffer  observed  that  conference  ac¬ 
tions  “pleased  liberals  in  some  cases  and 
conservatives  in  others  but  granted  little 


to  extremists  on  either  side.” 

And  if  no  one  group  got  all  that  it 
wanted,  most  were  grateful  that  United 
Methodism  managed  to  escape  the  divi¬ 
sive  wrangling  that  was  to  plague  other 
denominations  in  1988— most  notably  the 
nation’s  largest  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion,  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

When  the  lights  were  turned  out  in  the 
Cervantes  Center  in  downtown  St.  Louis, 
the  church’s  994  voting  representatives 
could  point  to  their  decisions  on  a  new 
theological  statement,  a  new  hymnal,  a 
church-related  university  in  Africa  and  a 
new  four-year  study  of  homosexuality. 

Other  things  happened,  too 

But  1988  was  more  than  the  General 
Conference.  It  was  also  the  year  in  which 
17  United  Methodist  bishops  were  elect¬ 
ed— 15  during  five  July  jurisdictional 
conferences  (two  of  them  women)  and 
two  by  African  conferences  in  August 
(see  separate  story). 

It  was  also  the  year  that  AIDS  cap¬ 
tured  the  church’s  attention  in  a  measur¬ 
able  new  way. 

During  annual  conferences  this  sum¬ 
mer,  one  emphasis  was  on  how  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  people  with  acquired  immune 


deficiency  syndrome  and  to  their  friends 
and  families. 

Other  issues  atop  agendas  of  the  73  an¬ 
nual  conferences  in  the  United  States  were 
South  African  apartheid,  racial  justice  in 
the  United  States,  the  bishops’  peace  initia¬ 
tive — “In  Defense  of  Creation:  The  Nucle¬ 
ar  Crisis  and  a  Just  Peace”— and 
problems  of  homelessness  and  hunger. 

Still,  nothing  captured  the  denomina¬ 
tional  spotlight  like  the  General  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  only  body  that  can  speak  for 
the  whole  church. 

Africa  university  approved 

There,  in  a  show  of  support  that  stunned 
delegates  and  observers  alike,  delegates 
steamrolled  past  questions  about  Zimbab¬ 
wean  government  approval  and  costs  to 
approve  construction  of  a  university  in 
Zimbabwe  by  an  8-to-l  margin. 

Delegates  approved  $10  million  in  ap¬ 
portioned  askings  for  the  university  dur¬ 
ing  1989-92  and  pledged  that  the  church 
would  seek  an  additional  $10  million 
through  special  fund  raising. 

After  2Vi  years  of  unprecedented  media 
hoopla— including  a  debate  over  the  use  of 
inclusive  and  non-militaristic  language 
that  drew  thousands  of  letters  and  cards — 


UM  layman  retires  early  from  Ford 
to  become  a  volunteer  counselor 


By  CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 
Associate  Editor 

For  Joseph  A.  Kordick,  it's  time,  in  his 
words,  “to  wash  some  feet.” 

The  vice  president  (chief  executive)  of 
the  7.500-employee  Parts  and  Service  Di¬ 
vision  of  Ford  Motor  Co.  has  retired  to 
south  Florida.  There  he’ll  become  a 
counselor  at  a  hospice— a  care  facility 
where  terminally  ill  people  are  aided 
through  the  physical  and  psychological 
process  of  dying. 

By  retiring  at  age  57,  Mr.  Kordick 
said,  he  forfeits  an  estimated  $10  million . 
to  $20  million  in  salary  and  benefits  over 
the  next  10  years. 

His  decision  to  retire  catapulted  Mr. 
Kordick,  an  active  United  Methodist  lay¬ 
man.  into  national  prominence. 

His  retirement  party  Dec.  15  in  De¬ 
troit  drew  nearly  2,000  people  and  a 
crew  from  NBC-TV’s  “Today”  show. 

Reaction  to  decision  unexpected 

"I  never  expected  so  much  positive  re¬ 
action,”  Mr.  Kordick  said  of  his  decision, 
which  figured  prominently  in  profiles  of 
him  in  the  “Detroit  Free  Press”  and  the 
"Wall  Street  Journal.” 

"It  has  captured  the  imagination  of  so 
many.  It’s  an  exciting  circumstance  and 
an  opportunity  to  talk  about  my  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ  to  people  who 
wouldn't  listen  otherwise.  I  have  been  so 
blessed  by  God.  The  reason  for  living 
can’t  be  just  to  make  more  money.” 

Mr  Kordick  has  been  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of  Plym¬ 
outh,  Mich.,  for  nearly  30  years.  He  said 
his  congregation,  despite  losing  him,  sup¬ 
ports  his  decision. 

“  They've  been  very  loving  and  affirm¬ 
ing."  Mr.  Kordick  said.  “  They  under¬ 
stand  that  my  decision  is  totally 
consistent  with  the  sense  of  our  church. 
In  our  congregation,  we  expect  that  our 
purpose  is  to  help  our  fellow  humans." 

The  Rev.  John  N.  Grenfell  Jr.,  Mr.  Kor- 


Joseph  A.  Kordick 
...  lit  counsel  I  he  Hying 


dick's  pastor,  told  the  Reporter,  “We  feel 
excited  that  Joe’s  value  system  is  shaped 
by  his  faith.  Ford  executives  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  how  he  can  walk  away 
from  the  material  things  he's  leaving. 

“Joe  is  genuinely  a  layperson  who  rep¬ 
resents  the  priesthood  of  all  believers.” 

Dr  Grenfell  said  he  would  miss  Mr.  Kor¬ 
dick  for  a  personal  reason  as  well.  Mr.  Kor¬ 
dick  paid  the  tuition  for  Dr.  Grenfell’s  son, 
John  ID,  so  that  he  could  complete  semi¬ 
nary  after  suffering  personal  difficulties. 

The  younger  Mr.  Grenfell  is  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  serving  a  two-point 
charge  in  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula, 
Dr.  Grenfell  said. 

“Joe  is  a  special  guy  in  many,  many 
ways,”  Dr.  Grenfell  said. 

‘Specialness’  shows  through  life 

Mr.  Kordick’s  “'specialness”  has  been 
expressed  consistently  throughout  his  ca¬ 


reer  as  a  top  executive. 

He's  been  known  to  read  from  the  Bi¬ 
ble  during  staff  meetings.  At  a  dealers’ 
gathering  in  Toronto,  Mr.  Kordick’s  con¬ 
tention  that  “love  is  a  legitimate  busi¬ 
ness  strategy”  eventually  had  the 
gathering  shouting,  “Amen!” 

“I  think  some  Southerners  must  have 
gotten  in  there,"  he  said,  laughing. 

Mr.  Kordick  joined  Ford’s  finance  staff 
in  1954.  He  left  Ford  in  1968  during  the 
power  struggle  between  Lee  A.  Iacocca 
and  Semon  E.  Knudsen  for  control  of  the 
firm.  After  two  years  with  Chris-Craft,  a 
boat-building  company  in  Florida,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Ford  and  resumed  his  demo¬ 
cratic  management  style,  according  to 
the  "Wall  Street  Journal”  profile  of  him. 

He  was  a  pioneer  of  Ford’s  corporate 
culture  of  teamwork  and  customer  ser¬ 
vice.  Ford  executives  credit  him  with 
drawing  extraordinary  performances 
from  associates  and  employees  by  a  com¬ 
bination  of  trust  and  encouragement. 

I  just  express, Christ’s  love 

“I  just  try  to  express  Jesus  Christ  in 
the  context  of  what’s  going  on  around 
me,"  Mr.  Kordick  told  the  Reporter. 
"You  can’t  live  different  lives  at  home, 
in  church  or  at  the  office.  I  have  to  live 
out  the  same  consistent,  viable  recitation 
of  my  relationship  with  God.” 

His  heroes  are  Jesus,  the  Good  Samar¬ 
itan.  Vince  Lombardi,  Mother  Teresa 
and  his  wife  of  37  years,  Phyllis  Kordick. 

“I  call  her  ‘St.  Phyllis'  because  she’s 
taught  me  to  burn  my  ego  and  be  loving 
and  caring,"  Mr.  Kordick  said. 

Besides  his  volunteer  work,  Mr.  Kor¬ 
dick  said,  he  may  accept  some  of  the  in¬ 
vitations  that  he’s  received  since  the 
news  of  his  decision  became  public  to 
speak  around  the  country. 

He  also  wants  to  improve  his  golf. 

“My  deepest  desire— other  than  reach¬ 
ing  heaven— is  to  have  a  15  handicap," 
he  said,  laughing. 


General  Conference  delegates  adopted  a 
960-page  hymnal  by  a  vote  of  893-69. 

The  overwhelming  vote  was  expected.  A 
Reporter  poll  last  spring  had  shown  that 
four  of  five  delegates  to  General  Confer¬ 
ence  said  they  considered  the  new  hymnal 
and  worship  book  “an  improvement  over 
the  current  denominational  hymnal.” 

In  actions  dealing  with  homosexuality, 
General  Conference  delegates  confirmed 
results  of  another  Reporter  poll  and  re¬ 
tained  the  church’s  ban  on  the  ordination 
or  ministerial  appointment  of  ‘‘self- 
avowed  practicing  homosexuals.”  Nearly 
70  percent  of  those  polled  said  the  church 
should  "maintain  as  is”  that  position.  ' 

Delegates  reasserted  that  homosexual¬ 
ity  is  not  to  be  condoned  and  that  church 
funds  cannot  be  used  to  “promote  the  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  homosexuality.”  However, 
delegates  approved  a  four-year  study  on 
the  nature  of  homosexuality. 

Declaration  addresses  theology 

Homosexuality  and  a  proposed  new 
theological  statement  for  the  denomina¬ 
tion  had  been  the  focus  of  a  statement  by 
a  group  of  clerics  in  December  1987, 
which  its  critics  claimed  was  polarizing 
church  members. 

The  "Houston  Declaration,”  endorsed 
by  about  17,000  UM  pastors  and  more 
than  50,000  laypeople,  condemned  the  or¬ 
dination  of  practicing  homosexuals,  de¬ 
manded  retention  of  traditional 
trinitarian  language  in  liturgy  and  en¬ 
dorsed  the  primacy  of  Scriptures. 

A  “stinging  rebuttal”  by  a  group  of 
Pacific  Northwest  clerics,  entitled  “Per¬ 
fect  Love  Casts  Out  Fear!,”  countered 
the  Houston  statement,  saying  that  there 
was  no  reason  to  change  current  church 
doctrine  and  insisting  that  the  Houston 
Declaration  didn’t  speak  for  women,  peo¬ 
ple  of  color  or  Methodism’s  founder, 
John  Wesley. 

Both  sides  made  an  impact  on  the 
church’s  new  theological  statement. 

The  statement  for  the  “Book  of  Disci¬ 
pline,”  approved  by  more  than  90  per¬ 
cent  of  the  delegates  after  it  underwent 
substantial  revision  in  one  of  the  General 
Conference’s  12  legislative  committees, 
affirmed  Scripture  as  primary  but  em¬ 
phasized  that  tradition,  experience  and 
reason  were  also  sources  of  theology. 

The  Rev.  William  H.  Hinson,  a  Texas 
conference  delegate  and  senior  pastor  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hous¬ 
ton,  summed  up  the  new  document  with 
a  sentence  that  seemed  the  assessment 
of  both  camps. 

“It  has  United  Methodism  written  all 
over  it,”  he  said. 

The  General  Conference  also  issued 
“marching  orders”  to  the  church  on  ma¬ 
jor  domestic  and  international  issues 
ranging  from  abortion  to  apartheid. 

Delegates  declared  abortion  an  unac¬ 
ceptable  means  of  birth  control  and 
called  for  the  church  to  use  all  its  “mor¬ 
al  and  corporate  resources”  to  help  dis¬ 
mantle  apartheid. 

In  one  of  the  conference’s  closest 
votes,  delegates  voted  482-460  to  turn 
back  a  petition  from  an  Abilene,  Texas, 
church  that  would  have  abolished  the  de¬ 
nomination’s  General  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  in  the  church. 

The  commission  had  been  dogged  by 
critics  who  charged  it  had  outlived  its  util¬ 
ity  and  had  "expanded"  its  scope  beyond 
the  intent  of  its  creators.  One  of  the  most 
controversial  of  its  actions  was  its  support 
of  a  study  of  the  effects  of  homophobia. 
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GANTA,  Liberia  — United  Methodist  layman  Patrick  Reeves  from 
Knightstown,  Ind.,  takes  a  blood  pressure  reading  of  a  pregnant  woman  at 
Ganta  (Liberia)  United  Methodist  Hospital.  Mr.  Reeves,  a  pre-med  student 
attending  Butler  University  in  Indianapolis,  was  a  short-term  volunteer  in 
mission  at  the  hospital  last  summer.  At  least  17  percent  of  the  Liberian 
population  is  served  by  this  66-year-old  hospital. 


Liberian  UM  hospital 
dispenses  loving  care 


By  DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 
Staff  Writer 

A  hospital  historically  related  to  Meth¬ 
odism  in  the  West  African  country  of  Libe¬ 
ria  is  a  project  of  the  Advance  for  Christ 
and  His  Church— the  denomination’s  pro¬ 
gram  of  designated  second-mile  giving. 

The  Ganta  (Liberia)  United  Methodist 
Hospital  is  a  60-bed  unit  with  two  operat¬ 
ing  rooms;  a  medical  ward;  surgical 
ward;  obstetrical  ward;  an  eye,  ear,  nose 
and  throat  clinic;  an  outpatient  clinic; 
and  a  large  prenatal  clinic. 

The  hospital  is  owned  by  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church. 

With  the  ending  of  Liberian  govern¬ 
ment  subsidies  to  church-operated  insti¬ 
tutions,  the  hospital  is  experiencing 
budget  problems.  For  example,  some¬ 
times  employees  cannot  be  paid  on 
schedule  because  of  lack  of  funds. 

Henry  M.  Nelson  of  Tampa,  Fla.,  who 
did  volunteer  work  at  the  hospital  in  July 
1988,  said  that  for  66  years  the  hospital 
has  been  more  than  a  medical  institution 
in  the  Ganta  community. 

"The  legacy  is  this:  The  United  Meth¬ 
odists  instill  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  in 
all  the  people  they  serve,”  he  said. 

Ganta  Hospital  was  started  in  1922  by 
two  Methodist  missionaries— the  Rev. 
George  Harley  and  his  wife,  Winifred. 

The  hospital  operates  the  Winifred  J. 
Harley  School  of  Nursing,  founded  by 
Methodists  in  1963.  One  of  two  three- 
year  nursing  schools  in  Liberia,  the 
school  had  graduated  125  nurses  as  of 
1987.  The  nursing  school  depends  mostly 
on  UM  funding,  since  only  5  percent  of 
students  can  pay  the  minimum  tuition. 

Bishop  Arthur  F.  Kulah  (Liberia  Area) 
said  in  a  report  to  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  World  Program  Division 
that  Ganta  Hospital  provides  medical  care 
at  a  basic  level  in  no  way  comparable  to 
the  sophistication  of  American  hospitals. 

The  facility  serves  at  least  17  percent  of 
the  1.7  million  Liberian  population  through 
health  services  that  include  training  in  nu- 


Partnership 
in  Missions 


trition  and  hygiene  and  through  a  mobile 
clinic  based  at  the  hospital. 

Describing  what  he  saw  during  his  six- 
week  short-term  mission  assignment  in 
Liberia,  Mr.  Nelson  said  that  some  treat¬ 
ments  at  Ganta  are  unlike  those  per¬ 
formed  in  most  American  hospitals. 

“Leprosy,  meningitis,  tetanus,  Lassa 
fever,  typhoid  fever,  tuberculosis  and 
other  diseases  rarely  treated  in  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  are  commonplace  in  Ganta,” 
he  told  the  Florida  conference  edition  of 
the  Reporter. 

Liberia  conference  officials  say  the 
hospital’s  costs  of  supplies  have  inflated 
rapidly,  including  petroleum  products 
that  run  the  generator  and  the  mobile 
clinic  vehicle.  At  one  time,  for  instance, 
gasoline  cost  as  much  as  $11  a  liter  (ap¬ 
proximately  one  quart). 

Gifts  to  support  Ganta  Hospital  can  be 
sent  via  any  annual  conference  treasurer 
and  designated  with  the  general  Advance 
No.  010009-0  RA. 


United  Methodist  Church 
returns  land  to  tribe 

NEW  YORK  (UMNS) — Land  that  orig¬ 
inally  had  belonged  to  the  Klamath  tribe 
was  returned  to  tribal  members  last 
month. 

The  Rev.  Brian  Fetterman,  deputy 
general  secretary  of  the  National  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  church’s  Board  of  Global  Min¬ 
istries,  called  the  return  of  the  deed  to 
70-80  acres  “precedent-setting.” 

Charles  Kimbol  Sr.,  Klamath  tribe 
chairman,  said  tribal  members  were 
particularly  gratified  because  of  a  long 
struggle  with  the  federal  government 
over  re-establishing  their  rights  and 
benefits  as  Native  Americans. 

Judicial  council  to  review 
call  for  boycott  of  grapes 

WASHINGTON  (UMNS)— A  call  from 
the  United  Methodist  Church’s  chief  so- 


the  church  today  UMR  achieves  $25,000  matching  grant  goal 


cial-action  agency  for  a  boycott  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  table  grapes  is  to  be  reviewed  by 
the  church’s  highest  court  in  April. 

The  grape  issue  will  be  one  of  eight 
cases  before  the  Judicial  Council  when  it 
meets  April  19-23  in  Phoenix,  Ariz.  The 
denomination’s  South  Central  Jurisdic¬ 
tion  asked  in  July  for  the  ruling  on  the 
grape  boycott. 

Health  and  welfare  ministries 
plans  national  church  session 

NEW  YORK— United  Methodists  rep¬ 
resenting  local,  district,  and  annual  con¬ 
ference  health  and  welfare  ministries 
will  be  invited  to  a  national  convocation 
next  year. 

The  Health  and  Welfare  program  de¬ 
partment  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  will  convene  the  national 
meeting  Sept.  28-30, 1989. 

—DENISE  JOHNSON  STOVALL 


A  $25,000  matching  grant  received  in 
late  October  for  the  United  Methodist 
Reporter’s  new  Communications  Center 
was  met  and  surpassed  last  week. 

“That  means  we  shift  immediately  to 
matching  the  $75,000  grant  announced 
during  November,”  said  the  Reporter’s 
editor  and  chief  executive,  the  Rev. 
Spurgeon  M.  Dunnam  HI. 

The  initial  matching  grant  was  made 
by  directors  of  the  Texas  Methodist 
Foundation  (see  UMR,  Nov.  4). 

The  second  grant  came  from  the  Fair 
Foundation  of  Tyler,  Texas  (see  UMR, 
Nov.  25). 

The  $25,000  match  was  achieved  with 
67  gifts  from  persons  in  17  states.  Dr. 
Dunnam  said  the  latest  gifts  bring  to 
more  than  $560,000  the  total  received  so 
far  in  cash  and  pledges. 

The  new  UMR  Communications  Center 
is  to  be  built  at  a  cost  of  $3.2  million  on  4.6 
acres  of  land  owned  by  the  Reporter  across 
the  street  from  the  publication’s  present 


Syracuse  U.  mourns  air  crash  loss 


Reporter  Staff  Special 

The  campus  of  United  Methodist-related 
Syracuse  University  in  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  en¬ 
tered  the  Christmas  holidays  in  mourning 
for  38  students  killed  in  the  Dec.  21  crash 
of  a  Pan  American  airliner  in  Scotland. 

The  38  students  had  been  in  Britain  for 
four  months  on  an  overseas  study  pro¬ 
gram,  said  Dr.  Melvin  A.  Eggers,  Syra¬ 
cuse  chancellor,  during  an  interview 
Dec.  22  on  NBC-TV’s  “Today”  show. 

The  students  had  completed  their  se¬ 
mester  of  study  and  were  returning 
home,  Dr.  Eggers  said. 

It  wasn’t  known  at  the  Reporter’s 
press  time  whether  any  of  the  students 
were  United  Methodists. 

A  candlelight  prayer  vigil  was  held  on 
the  Syracuse  campus  Dec.  21  when  word 
first  came  of  the  crash  of  the  747  jet  into 
a  small  Scottish  village. 

Anxiety  over  the  students’  safety  be¬ 
came  grief  when  it  was  learned  that 
none  of  the  258  passengers  and  crew 


aboard  the  airliner  survived,  university 
officials  indicated. 

Many  students  had  completed  final  ex¬ 
aminations  and  left  for  the  holidays 
when  word  came  of  the  crash,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  in  the  chancellor’s  office  told  the 
Reporter. 

Many  students  still  on  campus,  along 
with  faculty  members,  administrators 
and  other  staff  members,  joined  in  me¬ 
morial  services  Dec.  22. 

The  Rev.  Paul  J.  Kowalewski,  United 
Methodist  chaplain  at  Syracuse,  helped 
lead  an  interdenominational  Protestant 
memorial  service.  A  Roman  Catholic 
Mass  and  a  Jewish  memorial  service 
also  were  held. 

A  spokeswoman  at  Syracuse’s  Hen¬ 
dricks  Chapel  said  university  chaplains 
began  offering  counseling  to  help  stu¬ 
dents  cope  with  their  grief  immediately 
after  news  of  the  crash  was  reported. 

Additional  counseling  programs  are 
expected  to  be  set  up  when  the  new  se¬ 
mester  starts  in  January,  but  details 


haven’t  been  decided,  she  said. 

United  Methodist  Bishop  Forrest  C. 
Stith,  leader  of  the  New  York  West  Area, 
which  includes  Syracuse,  issued  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  after  the  crash: 

“The  people  of  Syracuse  and  the  Syra¬ 
cuse  University  community  are  deeply 
saddened  by  the  loss  of  some  outstanding 
students. 

“Our  sadness  dwells  in  two  dimen¬ 
sions.  First,  the  persons  who  participated 
in  this  special  study  seminar  were  the 
highest  caliber  of  students.  Thus,  we 
have  lost  forever  some  great  minds. 

“Second,  a  tragedy  like  this  at  Christ¬ 
mas  . . .  makes  our  faith  work  harder  to 
understand  the  richness  of  the  total 
meaning  of  incarnation. 

“As  a  trustee  of  Syracuse,  I  am  partic¬ 
ularly  praying  that  the  university  will 
work  to  rebuild  its  strength,  morale  and 
courage,  and  go  forward.  That,  after  all, 
is  also  part  of  incarnation.” 

—CYNTHIA  B.  ASTLE 


rented  location  in  Dallas’  Lone  Star  Park. 

Dr.  Dunnam  also  announced  receipt  of  a 
$10,000  gift  from  the  Rockwell  Fund  Inc. 
of  Houston  in  memory  of  the  late  Bishop 
Walter  L.  Underwood.  A  special  section  of 
the  new  facility  dedicated  to  video  produc¬ 
tion  and  training  will  memorialize  Bishop 
Underwood’s  life  and  ministry. 

Dr.  Dunnam  described  Bishop  Under¬ 
wood  as  “an  effective  advocate  of  video 
ministry”  as  senior  pastor  at  First  Unit¬ 
ed  Methodist  Church  in  Fort  Worth,  Tex¬ 
as,  and  at  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Houston  before  being  elected 
to  the  episcopacy  in  1984.  He  died  in  1987 
while  serving  as  resident  bishop  of  the 
Louisiana  Area. 

The  Rev.  James  W.  Moore,  Bishop  Un¬ 
derwood’s  successor  as  senior  pastor  at 
St.  Luke’s  UMC,  said  he  would  play  host 
to  a  dinner  in  Houston  during  the  early 
part  of  1989  to  give  friends  and  admirers 
of  Bishop  Underwood’s  ministry  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  contribute  to  the  Underwood 
Memorial,  the  goal  of  which  is  $200,000. 

Dr.  Moore,  a  board  member  of  the 
UMR  Foundation,  established  to  receive 
gifts  to  the  UMR  Development  Fund, 
said,  “I  cannot  think  of  any  more  lasting 
way  to  affirm  Bishop  Underwood’s  belief 
that  the  church  should  develop  effective 
ways  to  use  video.” 

Dr.  Dunnam  announced  that  more 
than  $20,000  had  been  received  to  honor 
the  memory  and  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
Carl  E.  Keightley,  a  former  editor  of  this 
publication,  who  died  earlier  this  month. 
Most  of  those  funds  were  contributed  by 
members  of  Preston  Hollow  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  through  the 
efforts  of  Gifford  Johnson,  a  layman  in 
the  congregation.  Dr.  Keightley  served 
as  pastor  of  Preston  Hollow  from  1970 
until  his  retirement  in  1981. 

Dr.  Dunnam  noted  that  all  gifts  to  the 
Reporter’s  building  fund  are  tax  deduct¬ 
ible  and  that  all  development  costs  are 
borne  from  the  newspaper’s  operating  re¬ 
serves  so  that  100  percent  of  each  dollar 
contributed  goes  to  the  designated  cause. 

He  also  noted  that  contributions  to  the 
building  fund  are  not  limited  to  cash  and 
pledges. 


“Some  of  our  most  significant  gifts 
have  come  in  the  form  of  appreciated  as¬ 
sets  such  as  stocks  and  land,”  he  said. 

The  Reporter’s  Governing  Board  decid¬ 
ed  in  1986  that  funds  for  the  new  Commu¬ 
nications  Center  should  be  raised  outside 
the  newspaper’s  operating  budget. 

Dr.  Dunnam  explained  that  this  deci¬ 
sion  was  designed  to  avoid  adding  to  the 
huge  burden  that  postal  rate  increases 
have  placed  on  the  budgets  of  local 
churches,  districts  and  annual  confer¬ 
ences  that  use  the  Reporter’s  services. 


The  new  facility  is  to  house  all  the 
newspaper’s  operations  plus  its  several  re¬ 
lated  communications  ministries.  UMR 
leaders  hope  that  sufficient  funds  will  be 
raised  to  break  ground  and  begin  construc¬ 
tion  during  1989. 

People  wishing  to  make  contributions  or 
to  receive  more  information  about  the 
new  UMR  Communications  Center  may 
contact  either  Dr.  Dunnam  or  UMR  Devel¬ 
opment  Director  William  T.  Stephenson  at 
P.  O.  Box  660275,  Dallas,  Texas  75266,  or 
(214)  630-6495. 


CLASSIFIED 

RATES:  $1  per  word,  figure  or  initial  per  insertion, 
$25  minimum  charge  for  up  to  25  words.  Blind  ads 
$10  additional.  Cash  must  accompany  order  except 
on  contract  advertising  or  when  otherwise  ap¬ 
proved  in  advance. 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION  for 
475-member  suburban  church.  Responsibilities: 
oversee  entire  C.E.  program,  including  youth  min¬ 
istries  and  program  development  with  C.O.M.  Sal¬ 
ary  and  benefits  to  $24,000.  Send  resume  to: 

NEEDED  JANUARY  1,  1989.  Church  Pianist/Or¬ 
ganist.  Sunday  mornings,  Sunday  and  Wednesday 
nights.  Occasionally  other  times.  Salary.  Write: 
Music  Director,  First  United  Methodist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  651,  Baker,  LA  70704-0651. 

Montgomery  UMC,  28325  Kemptown  Rd.,  Damas¬ 
cus,  MD  20872. 

FIRST  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH,  Savan¬ 
nah,  Tennessee  needs  a  full-time  music  person 
with  some  work  in  worship  and  communica¬ 
tions.  Membership  is  650.  Salary  $25,000  plus. 
Send  resume  with  references  to:  Felix  M.  Snell, 
906  Main  Street,  Savannah,  TN  38372.  Phone 
(901)  925-3436. 

CAMPUS  MINISTER/DIRECTOR  for  Unitea 
Methodist  campus  ministry  in  multi-ethnic,  urban, 
student-centered  ministry.  Desire  United  Method¬ 
ist  with  baccalaureate  and  advanced  theological 
degrees;  skills  in  creative  programming,  team¬ 
building,  guidance  for  Christian  growth  and  devel¬ 
opment.  Ordination  preferred.  Write:  Search 
Committee.  Wesley  Center,  University  of  Miami, 
Box  248225.  Miami,  FL  33124.  Application  deadline 
January  30. 

ASSOCIATE  MINISTER  FOR  PASTORAL  CARE. 
Large  multi-staffed  church  in  New  York  City 
seeks  team  person,  preferably  15  years  experience 
with  CPE,  to  provide  overall  pastoral  care  to  con¬ 
gregation,  short  term  counseling  and  referral,  hos¬ 
pital  visitation  and  direction  of  support  groups  for 
grief,  divorce  and  other  critical  needs.  Reply  to: 
Search  Committee,  175  Fifth  Avenue,  Suite  2531, 
New  York,  NY  10010. 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  FOR  SCARRITT-Ben- 
nett  Center,  Nashville,  TN.  New  mission  educa¬ 
tion  and  training  center  for  laity.  Strong 
emphasis  on  social  justice.  7-10  years  work  expe¬ 
rience  and  United  Methodist  Church  membership 
required.  Submit  resume  and  request  application 
form  from:  Grace  Seiser,  1008-19th  Avenue  South, 
Nashville,  TN  37212-2166.  Application  deadline: 
February  24. 

VISIT  CHINA,  HONG  KONG  AND  SEOUL,  16  days, 
six  cities  in  Qiina,  May  16-June  1,  1989.  For  bro¬ 
chure:  Chinese  Overseas  Christian  Mission,  Box 
1058,  Clarks  Mills,  PA  16114.  (412)  253-2216. 

FOR  SALE:  23  STAINED  GLASS  WINDOWS,  fix¬ 
tures,  pews.  Church  94  years  old  to  be  vacated 
Spring  1989.  Antigo  UMC,  Antigo,  WI.  (715)  623-3802 
before  noon  weekdays. 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR/CHRISTIAN  Education 
Director  to  work  with  all  age  groups.  $25,000  pack- 
age.  Call  (407)  231-1661  or  send  resume  to  Christ 
United  Methodist  Church  By  the  Sea.  3755  N.  A1A, 
Vero  Beach,  FL  32963. 

SMALL  CHURCH  WISHES  TO  PURCHASE  good 
used  choir  robes.  Write:  Choir  Robes,  Rt.  1,  Box 
401,  Pounding  Mill,  VA  24637. 

POSITION  AVAILABLE.  DIRECTOR  OF  YOUTH 
and  College  Age  Ministries,  Trinity  United  Meth¬ 
odist  Church.  Gainesville,  Florida.  2,500-member 
church  with  large  youth  program  and  growing  col¬ 
lege  age  program  in  a  university  community.  Send 
resume  to:  David  Dodge,  Diaconal  Minister  of  Pro¬ 
gram,  Trinity  UMC,  3536  NW  8th  Ave.,  Gainesville, 
FL  32605. 

SPRING  THROUGH  AUTUMN  IN  THE  Smo¬ 
kies  near  Lake  Junaluska.  Incomparable  view. 
Completely  furnished  efficiencies  $145  week, 
$450  four  weeks.  Winter  availability.  Clayton 
Calhoun,  Drawer  1138,  Waynesville,  NC  28786. 
(704)  627-6067,627-9507. 

AMERICAN  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHRISTIAN 
Counselors.  Members  receive  2  auarterly  publica¬ 
tions,  registry  listing,  and  certificate.  Write:  Dr. 
Joseph  Dunn,  AACC,  P.O.  Box  55712,  Dept.  R, 
Jackson,  MS  39216.  (601)  981-1981. 

HELP  WANTED:  PROFESSIONAL  CHURCH 
Organist,  minimum  of  two  years  experience, 
diversified  piano  accompaniment  experience, 

but  not  essential.  Enthusiasm  for  ministry  of 
music  in  church.  First  United  Methodist 
Church,  9344  Spring  Hill  Dr.,  Spring  Hill.  FL 
34608.  (904)  683-2600. 

VISITING  NEW  ORLEANS?  WORSHIP  AT  First 
Methodist,  corner  of  Jeff.  Davis  Parkway  &  Canal 
Street.  Dr.  Ken  Jones,  pastor  Classes:  9:30  a.m. 
Worship:  11:00  a.m.  (504)  488-0856 

